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` The Preface to the Reader. 


KESE Raly Light is fweet, and a pleafant thing it is for the 
a eyes to bebold the Sunne; O but much more plea- 
fant for the eye of faith to fee the Sun of righte- 
onfuefje: that light of life, Bletled, may we fay, 
ase our eysswhich fee this Suz thine fo glorioufly from the 
Gofpell; and though through glaffes, yet fuch as are, and 
will be kept from breaking by that prefence of Chri {t pro- 
miléd his Minifters of the Gofpel to the end of the World, 
whom he calls, the light of the world. Happy art thou, O 
England, where it hath been day-light thefe hundred years, 
and God-forbid that wee fhould expofe our {elves to. 
that the-contlemnation: in loving darknefle rather then light. 
Af we fhorten this our day, certainly it will be our death. 
An evil generation therefore is that, whofe hellith princi- 
ples prompt them utterly to extinguith all our buraing and 
uing Lamps, by draining out all their oil; and fo are 
thofe children of the night, whofe hellith practiles at- 
tempt the blowing out of thefe lights that do difcover 
their deeds of darknefie, and becaufe they cannor(no more 
then becken the Sunne from the skie ) cheir breath is (pent 
in curfing them as frecly, and fiercely,as the Ethiopians do 
the Sun for {corching them. If this continue, fad arc our 
fears, left our ‘Sun be not far from fetting : -and wetake up 
that lamentation with Feremy, Wo unto ws for the day geeth 
away, for the fbadows of the evening are ftretched out. 
Neither are the Symptomes of t!.is onely in the profeffed 
difavowing of the Miniftery, by men of corrupt mindss repro- 
bate concerning the faith, and who have put away a good con- 
Science; but allo in the dark lives of many of thofe who 
fecm to affe& Gofpel-light, and yet walk not bonefily as in 
the day :vejoyce in the light, yet walk not as children of the light. 
Nay amongft the beft are not notiens profecuted more then 
practife? and our light like the Moon’s without heat? yea, 
and whereas the Father of lights hath fet up his Candle- 
ftick amonett us, that we might do his work ; we rather do 
our own, making our felves, and not him our end, The good 


Lord in mercy make all his to face about towards himfelf; &.- 


£o face one another,as the Cherubims over the Mercy-feat. 
Reader, our advice to thee is,to do thy duty,though many 
others neglect theirs: Blefle God there are fo many windows 
tolet inlight unto thee,& praythat they may be yet clearer, 
to give in dayly new light (thou knoweft we fpeake not in a 
fanatick 


{mall Prophets, from before which few have drawn the curtain 
fo far as he ; open therefore the Cafement in reading,and much 
light may be Ict into thy mind to underftand thingsthat have 
been hid from thinc eyes, or ften but dimly. we 

We need not commend the Authour, all his works {peak him 


tobe a werkman that needeth not to be afbamed, an Interpreter one ` 


among athoufand: we may fay of him,as CypriantoCald. Adeo 
exercitatus Cin Scripturis peritus, ut cantè omnia, Ó confultò ge- 
rat. Origen {peaking of the Prophets, calls them Bees, and their 
J ropheticshoney-combes, this Expofitor God hath made skil- 
full both in hiving and exprefling. 

This friend of the Spoute, prefents her here with more new 
borders of gold, enameld and fet out with Jpangles of filver, wrought 
upon a precious part of holy Writ, which he hath bcauti- 
fied with variety ofhumane Learning. And left thy heart fhould 
rife again‘t this expreffion ; give us leave to tell thee, that 
though many in thele laft, and worft, and wofull dayes ; {coffe 
at the learned Languages, and Arts and Sciences, as the Fox in 
the Greek Epigram, difparag’d the fair and ripe grapes, be- 
caufe they were out of his reach; yet there isa neceffity of 
them, for the right dividing the word of truth which is 
evinced by a man approved; who between derogating from 
the al-fufficiency of Scripture ( which is facriledge, and blaf- 


phemy ) on the one fide, and detracting from the worth of. 


Univerfity Learning( which isan Anabaptiftical frenzy) on the 
other fide ; layes down the truth in the middle, in this Apho- 
rifme: Scripture is of it felf abundantly fufficient for us, but we 
arenot fufficient for it, without the help of Arts and Liberall Sci- 
ences: we cannot fufficiently conceiveor declare the works of 


Dr.Featly 
tree of 


[av.keee 


God without xzaturall Philofopby, nor Law of God without ` 


morall, nor his Attributes without Metapbyficks, nor the di- 
menfions of the Ark, and Temple without the Mathentaticks, 
nor the fongs of Sion without Mufick and Poetry: wee cannot 
Interpret the text without Grammer, analize it without 
Logick ,preffe and apply it without Rhetorick. Thefe it hath fee- 
med good to the holy Ghoft to ufe in the Penning of Scrip-- 
tures, to fhew thcir ufefulneffe in their opening ; and who can 
underftand, or expound Prophefies already fulfilled, and to 
be accomplitht, without infight into prophane Hiftory. As for 

knowledge 


4 ` The Preface to the Reader, 
Sh ae ee Pn See Sel an be Nee tg 
knowledge in the Tongues, he defervesto have his tongue cut 
out that dares but mutter a word againtt it: dulcinsex ipfo fonte. 
-There are indeed divers Cautions, and Directions, given by 
the ancient holy Fathers, inthe ufe of humane Learning, which 
this learned, godly Writer hath exa&ly obferved : For he hath 
purg’d and cleans'd it, cut off the bond-womans hair, pa- 
red her nayles, and wathed her with Sope ; his chief care being 


Chriftian Reader, 


Hough an Atteftation from me to this work, is. but to lighra candle to the Sun, 
Tr Authour being fo well knowa, and approved of in the Church of Chrift 
by his former labours -+ yet our of my refpect te the Authonr, and defire of thy pro- 
fir, Ithoughe fit to tell thee, that befides the goldep Eloquence, {weet Similitudes, 
and fitly apphed Hiltories, which thou fhalt find interwoven thorow all this Work, 


5 Sy, S asiti z ~ y ~ 3 thou fhalt meet with more for Expofition and opening of the difficult Texts in this, 
ae PARR but a a Dor only. Ea n but alfo zsmsäv e sich in moft of his former Commentaries: And there is no Verfe thorow all thefe 
In bim ( to ufe the words of that divine I oet ) doctrine and twelve Prophets, upon which he hath not faid fomething. And that which may 
life, colours and light combine and mingle, He doth moreover f Take ‘his Work more defireable is . es pice vey little in uike writen 

j ; en] 2 upon this portion of Scripture: Befides the Authour is now grown Aged, and fo 
fubje& and make humane Learning fublervient to Divine, better Saoned in this kind of writing then formerly. In the latter part of this . 
And finally ufeth it moderately, without affectation - and mo- Book, thou fhalt meet with a Treatife, called The Righeeons mans Recompence, upon 
deftly without oftentation. ? ; Mal. 3. 16, &c. which therefore is fitly annexed to the former. The fubje& is 

i . EEE moft Divine, Comfortable, and Neceffary, full of practicall Divinity, and matter of 
If we fhould now work an Embleme of this giver in his gift, pn daily ufe for every Cixiftian. The manner of handl:ng it, exceeding delightfull, con- 
brought unto the Spoufe of Chrift, as that reverend, learned, fe cerning which 1 may fay with the Poet, 
pious Dottor did upon his four Vreachers, and apply all his $ Omne ralit puntlum qui mifenit utile dulci, 
images and mottos to this Author, they that know him, and : : T en 
i : ‘ . l i prefume that I fhall need to adde no more, but to requeft thee, to joyne thy pray- 
bave h r him, and feen his conftant converfation ? would o Said mine to the God of heaven, that he would prolong the Authors life, that he 
( we prefume ) juftifie our) udgement: but we forbear ; onely f may go over the reft of the Bible, ashe hath already begun, and to fub{cribe my felf 
taking leave ( before wetake leave of thee ) to fuper-adde BAe eos acer ts ee ee 
: ie From my ftudy in ‘Threedneedle Thine inthe Lord, 
thus much to our thoughts of this Book : That though in his : frest July 27 1654. Sa: Clarke. 
former Commentaries he hath done excellently, yet this excel- l 
leth themall; asin other things, fo in this efpecially, that the i aaa 
Text is expounded more largely, and large fatisfaGtion given I JOHN TRAP To the Reverend Mr. J. Trap, upon his 
to the Reader in the fence of the word;which well becommeth Anagr. Commens; Re, 
a work of this nature. So that here is not onely work for the HARP ON IT. John Trap $È] Ob! in part. 
ftudies of young Divines, but the graveft may ask counfell of i John Trappe lÈ $ Pars in hope. 


this Eli is fo full o Spiri ‘thi 
. E thu, who i : ull of matter the Spirit of God within So fweet is Scripture Harmony, that we 
him conftraining him thus to lay out himfelf for thegood of : Bring it to argue it’s Divinity, 
the Church, Private men alfo if they pleafe to take the pains, ` Ba: yet we underftand the Mufick, better a ! move Ife fee a i pone vn pledge; 
hi . Er At WE receive EJ Orey aó to eage 
here may find what will very much both profit and delight. : When Jou HARP ON IT, both by note & letter. Our appetites, Sot hath.we like and ob 
Let us requeft a concurrence of thine, with ours, and the pray- i We think you finger'e Wel,and if Jon will, We might feaft every day on fach a difh, 
- ers of many, for this Reverend and worthy Author, that hee We hall entreat you to HARP ON IT fil. oe Ba SR ec ncab ar fete 
i * ome s ove tha 00 "741 Ogi 3 0 e irel. 
may live long, and long a burning and fhining lighe, and bee Ple fear Soy that whilg heavens favor 
enabled (by the influence of Divine beams) before his eyes be Lends you to us, you le freely give your labor. 
clofed, to open the reft of holy Scripture, which we hope is his 
purpofe, and are fure is the earneft defire > and expeGation 


And was T fo miftrufifull as to fear 
There would no more of Trap in Print appear ? 


S. Clarke. A. Af, 


i "T is our new treafuresthough's be your old flore, 
Tothe Reverend. Mt. 7.7 rap,uponhis  Farewell:-bur yet 1 PART IN HOPE of more. 
Commentary, &c. 


if 
of his fellow-brethren: And that his path may bee as the Shining : JERE 
| Light that foineth move and more unto the perfect day. f 
His and thine in the fervice of Chrift, Foha Bryan, i 
Coventry, Augult 29h. 1654, Obadiah Grew. if 
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18 A relation of the procedings of the Affembly at Perth in 
Scotland, touching Divine worfhip, Be. in the yeer 1618, 
15. An expofition of the ten Commandements,by Mr.F. Dod. 4o 
20 The Doĝrine ot the Sabbath vindicated, by R. Bifield, a- 
gaintithe Tenente of Mr. Ed Brerewcod. 42 
ar Cimans calamity, being a Poeticall relation of the deftroy- 
ing ot Jerufalem by Titus Vefpafian. 40 

22 Article. of Religion apreed on ata Convocationholden at 
Dublin in ‘reland, in the yeer 1615. ing, 

23 Touching füremacy in cafes Ecclefiatticall, thewing how 
the powers Civil md Keclefiafticall may act without incroach- 


ment on exch othe, written in the veer 1647. tending to 
Peace and (etling, by Jahn Geree. 49 : 
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24 The works of Dr. Jobn Owen Dean of Chrift-Charch, and 
Vice-Chancellor of the Univerfity of Oxford. 4> 

25 Severall Sermons of fundry eminent Divines» on dayes of 
Publike Humiliation, and other fpeciall occaficns, viz. Dr. 
Burges, Mr Scudder, Mr Gower, Mr. Burroughs. Mr. Febnfon, 
Mr. fickermg, Mr. Udall, Mre Tefdale, Dr. Hill, Mr, Green, 

Dr. Owen, Hardwick, &c. qe 

25 The works of Mr. Robert Abbot now Paftor of the Church at 
St. Aupuftines gare in Warling fireet London, viz. A Cate- 
chifficall Treatife, wherein che chiefe Vrinciples of Religion 
are t Propounded. 2 Fxpouuded. 3 Applied, with three 
Sermons on Pful19.12. Mark 3-45.46. Plat.31.5. 

The building of a Chriflian Family on Pfal. 127. 1. Directing 
to the duties of the feverall perfons of a Family. 80 

A wiall cf Church torfekers, juflifying againfi the Brownifts, 
that the Church of Enpland is 1 a True Church, 2 hatha 
True Miniflery, 3 harha True Worfhip. 20 

The yong mans warning. piece.a funeral Sermon Prog 16, 120 

Four other Sermons on judg.i1.27. Mat.7.12. 1 'T:M. 4.19 120 

27 A Remontrance of the holy life, and happy d.ach of Jobn 
Binen, of Bruen Stapleford in Chethire Efquire, exhibiting 
variety cf memorable and exemplary pafkiges, ufefull for all 
fors T people, asa path to piery and charity. 82 Written 
by Mr. W Hinde of Banbury. 

28 The litewnd death cf the learned and godly Divine Mr, Sarm 
Crook of Wringron in Somerfetfhire. 80 

29 A Treatife opening the Promifes and Threatnings in Scrip. 
ture, hy F. Bridges. 89 , 

The thaie of the Now Roman Church difcuffed in vindication of 
Dr. Hall, Bithop of Exeter, againfi the cavils of Hen. Burton, 
by .chomley. 8» 5 

30 A Treatife direfing the weak Chriflian how he may rightly 
celebrate the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, with Meditati~ 
ons thereon, by Foh.Downam, B.D. 89 

31 The fumme and fubftance of Chriftian Religion, by S, 
Brown. late of Shrewttury. 80 

32 The Temple, facred Poems and private ejaculations, by G. 
Herbert, 125 È 

33 The Synagogue, facred Poems in imitation cf Mr. G. Her- 
bert, 129 

34 The fubfranceof 3. S:rmonson Ephef. 1.22,23. hewing 
the Chnrchto be the proper febiedl of the new Covenant, 
with other conitdershle prađtical propofitions, in reference 
to the debates on fooramongft us, by W. Sambrook, 120 

35 Sovcraign comforts for a troubled conicience, wherein Sa- 
tans fubtilties are difcovered, to the confolation of the di- 
fireffed, by R. Tarrow. 120 

36 The hgheof faith, and way of holineffe fhewing what to 
beleeve, and for what to ftrive and fufler for, in this conten- 
ding age, and how to live in all eftates and conditions accord- 
ing to this faith, by Rich, Byfield. 120 

37_ Directions for the private reading of the Scriprures, wheres 
inthe {cope of the whole Scripture is methodically fet down, 
and roles to read with profit given, with pithy direétions to 
reconcile places of Scripture thar feem to difer, by N, 
Byfield, and Jo. Gerse. (120 na aad 

38 Tre fumme of the Principles of Chriftian Religion, by Ne 
Byfield. 120 , 

39 Tho. Caregevi or Tetragrammato nomine Jehovah. differta- 
tatio qua vocis Jehovah apud noftros recepre ufus defenditor, 
& Yquorandam cavillacionibus iniquis pariter atque inanibus 
vindicatur. 120 . ` 

40 Sabbato Dominica, 4 propofitions, tending to reconcile 
the iceming difterences between the letter of the Law, and 

Z Chriftian liberty in the dothine of the Sabbath, or Lords 
day, by Chr. Harvey. 120, 
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Anexplanation.of the principles of Religion expreft in the 

" catechifee of the Church of England, fer down in the Com- 
mon-Prayer book, by W. Crompton, 12 ; 

42 The hunting of the Fox, or A dilplay of flattery, by Hen. 
Harfler Gent. 12 F i 

43 Mount Tabor, fix divine Meditations, for the exercife of 
faith, as propounded by Mr, S. Ward, ın his Treatife of the 
life of Faith. Chap.6, pag.69. with other occafionall, Medita- 
tions, by R. Willis. 


. 44. The Hiltory of the life and reigne of King Henry the 7th by 


the learned Sir Francis Bacon, Lord Verulam. i 

45 A Treatife cf the nature and quality cf fuchfimples, which 
are frequently ufed in Medicines, together with many com- 
pound medicines for moft difeafes incident to mankind; as 
alfo an explanation of hard words and terines of Are, for the 
underftanding of the Vulgar. Alfoa Tra@ concerning the di- 
feafgs of children, by Rob. Peme! Phyfitian. 4 


_ 46 A Treatife of the chief internal! difeafes of che Head, with 


their fignes, prognofticks, and cures, by R.Pemel Phyfician, 8 
47 Help forthe poor, being a colleétion of fundry medicines 
ealilie to be had, for many difeafes, with an appendix concer- 
ning letting blood ın the imall pox,by the fame Author, 8 
48 Claudij Galeni, Opufenla varis, cum variz ledtiones & 
Aannotationes critic à Theodoro Geulffona 4 
49 Two Leffons, 1.Of felf denial, on’Mate, 16.24, 2.7 Self. 
triall, on 2 Cor. 13. 5. Asalfo the priviledge of Adcprion, on 
John 1.12513. 40 by Mr.The. Hooker. of New. England. 
30 Tho. Campanella, his Treatife, fh.wing by what means che 
K. of Spain may attain toan univerfall Monarchy, cogether 
with a p-liticall defeription of each particular Empire King- 
dcm, and Common-weaith of the World, with the caufes of 
their Rife and fall: publifhed in regard of what is advifed 
concerning England and Holland, much whereof is accom- 
plifhed. 


. $1 Paralipomena Orthographiz Etymologiz profodiz,una cum 


fcholis ad canones de genere fubftantivorum de Anomalis 
Piz-erito & Supinis ver borum Syntaxi carmivum ratione, 8 
figuris, collecia ex optimis authoribus in quatuor libris, per 
Fob. Danfij. 40 

52 Articles of Peace between England and Portugall. 40 

53 The Anutomy of the Englifh Nunery at Lifbone, wherein 
the [cud prad ifes of thofe Nuns and Friars are difcovered to 
fn world, by one who was feduced to their waycs, R. Sebin- 
on, 40 

$4 Schitards Hebrew Grammer in So 

$$ A Grammatical! explanation of the 13™ book cf Ovids Me- 
tamorphefis, containins thar Rhethoricall conteft betwixt 
Ajax and Ulpffes for Achilles Armour, exhibiting the power 
of Valour, and prevalencie of Eloquencs, by Tho. Hall. 80 

36 Arichmatick madeeafie in 2 Books, 1 Naturall. 2 Arti- 
ficiall by Edm Wingate Efq. 89 

37 Two Tables of Loparithmes of fall Nembers from 1 to 
receco cont afed ito a portable Volume, by N, Rall. 
The other, the Logarithmes of the right fignes and tangents 
of all degrees and minutes of the Quadrant, esch divided in- 
to 100 minutes, and the Logarithme of the Semidiamiter, 
or Radius being to cocco oooco, with their admirable 
ufe for the refoirtion of Problems in Geometry. Afironomy, 
Geography, and Navigation, by Edm. Wingate Efq. 89 

88 The ule of therule of Proportion, by the fame Authour. 

59 The Art of Numtring ky Rods, whereby the tedious opera- 
tion by Multiplication, Divifion, and Extraction of Roots, 
both Square and Cubick arc avoyded, being for che mofi part 
performed by Addition, and Subfiradion, firft invented by 
the Lord Napier, Baron of Marefton, and fince publifhe by 
Seth Partridge. 12 

60 An Abridgement of all Sea Lawes to bee found among any 
people, or nation upon the coafts of the great Ocean and me- 
diterranean Sea: more efpecially fitted for the Sea-farers of 
Great Britain. 30 


6r Index Rhethoricus,:& Oratorius fcholis, & Infticutioni tene. 
Tloris ztatis accommodatus cui adijciuntur formulz Oratoriz, 
& Index Poeticus opera, Tho.Farnabij 12 i 
62 P.Virgilii opera & tialis M.Val. Marti Hò Epigrammata No. 
tisad marginalibus illuftrata à Tho, Farnabio. 
63 Magnetis Redudorium Theologicum Tropologicum in quo 
€jus,novus verus & fupremus ufus Indica tur,per S. Ward. 12 
64 The Deaf maucured. A Treatife on Mark 7 +32. Printed for 
the comfort of the Deaf,by Tho. Higgens,Minifter of the Word 
at Wickwar neer Briftoli. 8 

65 Mr. Tho. Gatakers Sermon on Pfal 48. 7, 8.in memorial of 
Englands Deliverance from the Spanith Invafion 1588. 4 

66 The Myftery of Godlineffe. or the CharaGer of a Saint, in 
feeming contradiftions. by Joh Crofts Minifier of the Gof d. 

67 The fpiritual Touchftone, or the fignes of a godly man, 
drawn in fo plain and pioficable manner as all forts of © hrif. 
ans may try themfelves thereby; _likewife fhewing how the 
weak Chriftian may eftablith his affurance by Nic Byfield. 12. 


68 A Commentary on the Revelation of St. Jobn, by Thomas 


Brightman. 4 

69 Rob. Bodij Scoti.SS. Theol. Acad. Salmuriana, Glafcnana & 
Edinburgena. In Epiftolam Pauli Apoftoli ad Ephetios Pre. 
leGiones, tupra C.C. Le@ione varia, multifaria cludicione & 
pietate fingulari refertae.in quibus Analyfin,& explicationem, 
copiofam, & prætor dođiinarum obfervationem appofitum, & 
ad ufum applicatom Fol. 

70 Trigonometria Britanica five de dimenfione Triangulorum 
libri duo,a Hen.Briggio, Fol. 

71 The large Book of Martyrs in 3 Volumes, Fol. 

72 A Compleat Table to the whole Commo. Law, by Tho. Afo 
Gent. in 2 Volumes Fol. 

73 The works of Dr. Jofeph Hall late Bifhop of Exeter, Fol, 

74_ A Guide to Godlinetie, or a Treauile of Chriftian life, fhew- 
ing the Duties. wich Helps and Reafons thereto, and means to 
remove the impediments thereof by Mr. 7 Downam B.D,Fol, 

75 The large Bible uled in Churches. Fol, 

76 The large Annotations upon the whole Bible, in two 
Volumes. Fol, 

77 A Cordiall for the afftided touching the necefliry and utili- 
ty of affli@ions, with the happinefs of thofe thac thankfully 
receive them, and the mifcry of chofe that want them, by 4 
Harfnet. 12 š 

78 The Shield of the Righteous, or the 91. Palm expounded, 
with the addition of Dotrines and Ules, by Rob. Horn. 40 

--+79 Alfo 3 Sermons, preached by the learned Dr. Eedes Dean 
of worcefier, upon Ephef2 19, 20, 21522. Ephel. $. 15,16. 
Halm 37.35,36,37. publifhed by Rob. Horn. 40. 

80o A fhort difcourre betweea Mr. Robert Bolion and one M.S 

concerning Ufury. 4 . 

81_A Colleĝion of fundry moft elegant phrafes of the Latin 

Tongue, by Mr, Packer of New. England 
82 A Sermon of comemoration of the Lady Danvers, by Joba 
Donne Dean of St. Panls, together with other commemeorati- 
onsof her, by her Son Mr.George Herbert 12 
83 A learned Treatife of Globes both Ceeleftiall and Terreftri. 
all, by Robert Hues in Englith. 8 
84 A brief Treatife of Laft-Wills and Teftaments, with the 
Laws and Cuftomes of the Reale in fuch cafes, compoled by 
Henry Swinburne, 4 
85 The Declarations and Speeches in Parliament of Sit Edw. 
Deering Kt. 40 
86 Sir A Manynand Mr. Glanvils {peeches in Parliament touch- 
ing the Petition of Right 1629 4 
87 Severall Carechifines in Welch. 8 
88 An Analyfison the ı Timothy r. 15. withan Appendix cal- 
Jed Chronologia vapulans, py Laurence Sarfon fellow of Fm- 
manuel Colledge Camb. 4 
89 The Strong. Helper, offering to bear every mans butthen, 
thewing how in all troubles to caft our burthen on Ged, with 
infallible grounds of comfort for the quieting of trrorbled con. 
Iciences, by Jo. Haiward. 8 


9o A Commentary upon the XII Minor Prophets, wherein the Text is explained fome Controverfies difeufd, fimdry Cafes 
of Confcience cleered, and many remarkable matters handled that had by former Interpreters been prey Mitted, Herennto 

L isadded the Righteous Mans Recompence, or a true Chriftian Characterized and encouraged, our of Majåki Chap,3,verf1 6> 
E7313. by Jobn Trapp of Wefton upon Avonin Gloucefier-fhire. f 
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Ofthe P rophefie of 


HOSEA. 


Ciir 1. 


A 
hell E Word of the Lord | 


never concredited h 


Not cunningly devifed fables, 


is word to any fuch profane 


wretches, as he did to the holy Prophets which have been fince the world began; of 


whom it is faid, as here, Zhe word of che Lord came to Hofea: 


His name fignifieth 


a Savionr : a fit name fora Minifter, whofe work it isto fave bimfelf and them that 
hear him. To fave them if he can, Obad. 21, to deliver their fouls from going into x Tim.4.16- 
the pit, 704 33.24. to pull them, ifpoffible, out of the fire, fude23. to give them 
the knowledge of falvation by the remiffion of fin: to give it I fay, not by inf ufion 
(for that he cannot do) but by infraction ; and that he muft indéavour to do, as 
this Prophet did : then whom few Minifters ever ran fo long a race without ceferi- 
on, or cefpitation, fo conftantly, fo couragioufly, fo unweariably. _ For he conti- 
nued prophecying fixty five years atleaft, faith Parems; feventy, faith Oecolampa- 
diss ; itis very probable fourfcore years, faith Mr Burroghes. The Hebrews fay 
ninty years, guibus malta dixit que non fcripfit, wherein he uttered much more 


then he wrote, 


This we may eafily believe : 


for we have bur the fhort 


Notes or heads of his Sermons, and larger Difcourfes, which he feems alfo 
to have fet down for the ufe of the Church in his extream old age, whereof they 
carry a {match in the fhortneffe of his {peeck, applied, as much as mightbe, co the 


meafure of his breath. 


Hence Hierom fitly callerh 
A 


him, commaticum, © quafi 
. per 


or humane teftimonies, that can make bur a hue 2 Pet. x. x6, 
mane faith ; but the word of the everliving God, . 
the Scripture that cannot be broken, John To. 35. 1 Thelzr3 
the very heart and onl of God, asGregory calsit. © Al 

That came wnto Hofea] The Lord is faid co Cor dy anima 
come to Laban, Abimelech, Balsam, &c. Buthe Dei. 


Luke r. 


Luke 1.77. 


1 igh om 5 


Visor Gifelin, 
de Saluft.ftylo. 
Lud. Vives, 


Lipf.deThucyd. 


Rey. 810,11. 


Joeli. x. 
Alfted, 


Lib, 4. 


An Expofition on Ke po 


tiss loquentem, concife and fententious. Amputatas loquitur fintentias Ge 
E ate PENA cadentia, asone faith of Salafi; Multo ct verbis quam fenfit y 
veftritlior atque concifior, as another faith of Livy; He fpeaketh much in few ; and 
feems to have more fentences then fayings. The ofner youread him, the more: 
you may get by him: & nunquam tamen dimittat te fine fiti; and yetthemore you » 
et, the more youcovet. Obfcure he is (as delivering things briefly) and fuch as 
will not be eafily acquainted with you, but upon further fuit: Hence that Epipho- 
nema in the petclofe of his prophefie, Who 2 wife, and_he fall rnderfland thefe 
things? prudent and he foall know them ? But this muft waken and not weaken our 
more diligent fearch, not being content with the firft oar that offereth ict {elf to 
our view, but digging deeper and deeper, till we become owner of the whole trea- 
fure, which will fufficiently pay for the pains. Wherefore {earch the Scripture, 
follow on to know the Lord ; get all the dimenfions of knowledge, which (now in 
‘the great abundance ofthe means we have) doth even bow down to us, as trees 
do that are laden with fruit, fo that a child may gather from them. as 
the fon of Beeri] That is, of a wel that hath pure and clear water in it, and that 
never faileth; Living water,as the Scripture cafleth it, and not mixt with mud. Mi- 
nifters fhould be the children of Beers, of a well digged by the direction of the daw- 
giver, Numb. 21. 17. whence people fhould draw waters with joy, the pure waters 
of life, the unadulterated milk of Geds word ; not troubled, brackifh, and fowrith 
dodtrines, fuch asthe Popifh Clergy (called therefore the Sea, Rev. 12. 1 2.) do fet 
abroach, which rather brings barrennefle to their hearers, and gnaws their entrals, 
then quench their thirft, or caufe fruit. Thefe and all falfe teachers, make Gods 
flock drink that which they have fouled with their feet, Ezek. 34.1 9. yez, impoy-s 
foned with their hands: as the malicious Jews once caft bags of poifon into many: 
wells here, todo mifchief, and were therefore banifhed the Countrey. Falfe do-, 
ctrine is like a filthy pond, wherein fith die foon, and frogs live long: itis like the 
dead Sea, or the great falling-ftar, called Wormwood, which made the third part of 
the waters become wormwood, fo that many men died of the Waters becanfe thry were 
made bitter by that fon of perdition, who was himfelf the gail of bitternefe, and 
bond of perdition, Who this Beeri was, it appears not in Scripture. It feems he was 
a man famous in thofe dayes among the Ifraelites (and is here named bonords ratia, 
for honour fake to the Prophet) as Alexander and Rufus the fons of Simon the CJ- 
venian, were men famoufly known in the Church of the New Teftament : and 
are therefore but named only by S. Mark ch.15.21.The Jews have a tradicion, that ; 
whenfoever a Prophets father is named, that father was likewife a Prophet as well as ' 
thefon. And Beeri might be binominss, and have fome other name of more note: 
like as Peehwel the father of the Prophet foe/, is thought by fome to have been Sa- 
muel, and to havebeen called Pethwel, that is a perfwader of God, becaufe what 
ked of God, he obtained. 
= e the dayes of Uzziah, fotham, Ahaz, @e.] A young Prophet he muft needs 
be (efpecially if he prophefied fourfcore years : See the the note above.) Haply he 
began as early as did Samnel, Jeremy, Timothy, Origer, or Cornelius Mia: of whom 
Sixtus Senenjis teftifieth, that he was an admirable preacher at twelve years old. í 
Vaziah, fotham, Akaz, Hezekiah] The Throne of Jadah had fome enterchanges 
of good Princes: J/rae/ none at all, The fame juftice therefore that made J/racl 
a fcourge to fadah, made Affyria a fcorpion to Ifrael; as is here fer forth under 
the type of Hofea’s two laft children Lo-ryhameah , and Lo-ammi ; whereof in 
their. place. Mean-while, this Prophet went through variety of conditions under 
fo many feveral Kings reigns (as did likewife Athanafius and Latimer) jeroboams, 
(efpecially) the fecond of that name, and here only named, when fix other Kings; 
of Ifrael (in whofe time Hofea prophefied) are not once mentioned, but lie wrapt up 
in the fheet of fhame, becaufe wicked idolaters, fuch as God took no delight in, 
and hath therefore written them ix the earth. And in the dayes of Peroboam the fon 
of Joa] Not the fon of Nebat, that ringleader of the ten Tribes revolt from the 
houfe of Danid ; but another little better, and yet very profperous and victorious, 
2 Kinge14.25, 28, He reigned alfo fourty one years, and did great exploits: yer 
is Hofea fent to conteft with him, to declaim againft his fin and wickedneffe, and. 
to proclaim heavy judgements againft him and hispeople. This the Prophet ad 


YA eM the Prophecie of Hofea. ; 3 

for a long while together with all fidelity and fortitude 3 when the King was tri- 

umphing over his enemics,and the people were nor only drunk, but even mad again, 

by reafon of their extraordinary profpericy, as Calvin expreffeth it. Now that ÍO Won tanthon te- 
young a Prophet fhould fo fharply contend with fo fierce a people, in the ruffe of mulenticrant 
their pride and jollity: that he fhould fo roufe and repple up thefe drunkards of Jed etiam pror- 
Ephraim with their crown of pride, Efay 28.1. this fhews him to have been of an Su infart. 
heroical{pirit. Jonah his contemporary flinched when fent againft Nineveh, Asi. CVI 

cah the Morafthite (another of Hofea’s contemporaries) prophefied in the dayes 
of Hezekiah King of Pudah, and fpake co all the people of Fadak, faying, Thus 
faith the Lord of Hofs, Zion fhall be ploughed like a field, and Jerufalem foall be- 
come heaps, and the mountain of the houle, the high places of aforeft. Ter did not He- 
zekiah King of Jadah, and all Fudab pat him at all to death, c. Jer. 26. 1$, 19. 
He and Hofea, though they prevailed little with the people they preached to, yer 
they were better dealt with then the Prophet £/ay (their contemporary too) of whom 
Hierom tels us, out of the Rabbines, that he was fawn afunder, becaufe he faid he 
had feen the Lord : and fecondly, becaufe he called the great ones of fudah, Prine 
ces of Sodom, and rulers of Gomorrah, Uaiah t. 16. 

Ferfe 2. The beginning of the word of the Lord by Hofea] Heb. In Hofta: to 
note, that the Lord was both in his mind and mouth, in his fpirit and fpeech. God . 
[pake in him, before he ipake out to the peop'e. His prophefie muft therefore 
needs be divine and deep. That’s the belt difcourfe that’s digged out of a mans 
own breat, that comes 4 corde ad cor, from the heart to the heart: And bleffed 
are the pleople (faith one) that have fach Minifters, that fhalt, {peak nothing to 
thems but whae hath been firft fpoken by God in them: faying with David and 
Panl, We believe, therefore have wef poken: We alfo believe, and therefore fpeak : we » Cor. 4.13 
have experimented what we deliver: we believe and are frre, that God 2s in ws of a oS 
trath, and that we preach cam gratia © privilegio, The beginning | Hence fome 
gather, that Hofea was the firft Prophet : Hofeas videtur tempore  majeftate atiis 
prior, faith OEcolampadius. Certain it is he began before E/ay (becaufe he pro- 
phefied in the dayes of Jeroboam, who was before Uzziah) whether before Amos or 


no, is not fo certain. Ex/ebins tels us there was no Greek Hiftory extant before Hofea’s tee 
> i ular. ue 


i E in Ti 
Jou. Samael is counted the firft Prophet, As 3.24. but Hofea was the firit of RE 


Hieron. ir 
Ifa. x. 


very great age: and rifing to his ftudy winter and fammer at two of the clock in 4 & Mon. 
the morning. Others read the words thus, Ar the beginning when the Lord fpake 
by Hofea, be faid to Hofea himfelf, Go take unto thee, &c. An uncouth precept, and 
a rough beginning for a young preacher, whofe youth might be defpifed, and whofe 
fharpnefle might be difpufted. But truth muft be fpoken, however it be taken: 
and a preacher fhould take the fame liberty to cry down fin, thar men take tocom- « 
mit fin, “Efay 58.1. Hierom was called Salmen Ecclefiafticum, the Church thunder- « l 
bolt: And our Mr Perkins applied the word fo clofe to the confciences of his hea- ler 
rers, that he was able to make their hearts fall down, and their hairs almoft to ftand ate Sac 
upright. But in old age he was more milde, and delighted much to preach mercy ; ` 
as did alfo our Prophet Hofea, whofe prophefie is commixatery in the fore-part, 
confolatory in the fatter part. And the Lord faid to Hofea] Thisis now the third 
time inculcated for more authority fake, which the people fo rubb'd and menaced 
would be apt cnongh to queftion, He therefore thews them his commiflion, and 
that he hath good ground for what he faith; that they may have no caufe to cavil, arth, Ad 
but reply as that good Dutch Divine did (if God would give them a heart fo to do) “4 
Veniat, veniat, verbum Domini, & [ubmittemus et, fexcenta fi nobis effent colla: 
Let the word ofthe Lord come, yea, letit come, and we wi!l fubmit there unto, 
though we had fix hundred lives to lofe for fo doing. 
Ge take suto thee a Wife of whoredoms] An arrant whore, a ftinking ftrumpet, «calvin, 

S{cortum obfeletum, aknown and trite harlot ; fuch as were Thais, Lais, Phryne,&c, 
yea, and fuch a one as, after marriage with a former husband at leaft, went aftray 
after other fweet-hearts ; for fo the application of the figure to the fubject, Chap.2. 
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requireth it to be underftood : Whereby it appears (faith Diodate) that all this 5 
was done in a vifion. Others infer as much from thac phrafe in this verfe, The be~ 
ginning of the word of the Lord in Hofea, that is, (faith Polan) appearing and , 
{peaking to him by an inward vifion, asit were in an extafie. Befides, in the third 
chapter, and three firft verfes, the Prophet is bidden to marry another harlot. to 
buy her for his own ufe, and to keep her at his houfe for a time. Now [timas boc 
non fuiffe completum, faith Calvin ; we know that this was never really done. Te 
folfows therefore that this figure was only propofed to the people, that they might 
perceive in the looking-glaffe of this allegory; firt, their duty toward God, 
‘tecond, their défloyaltry, thirdly, their penalty for the fame. It is noc an hiftorical 
narration, but a Prophetical vifion. Children of fornication, a baftardly brood z 
fuch as this evil and adulterous generation is; fons of the rebellions whorifh woman, 
children of tranjarcffion, a feed of falfoood, Efay 57.4. The Hebrews call fuch chil-, 
dren brzmbles, fuch as Abimelech was, who grew in the hedge-row of an harlot: 
they call them alfo Adamzer, as ye would fay, a frange blet: And Shataki, or 
filent, becaufe when others are praifing their parents, fach muft hold their peace,and 
hold down their heads with fhame enough, becanfe 67-blows. 

for the land hath committed great whoredoms | Fornicando fornicata eff, i.e. 
frequentiffime & fediffime, moft frequently and moft filthily: See Eezek, 23. 
thoroughout. Abedab, (that is, J/raet) plaied the harlot when the was mine, 
verfe 5. Inher youth they lay with her, vezfe 8. fo that fhe might fay with that im- 
pudent ftrumpet Quartilla in Petronis, that fhe could never remember her felfa 
virgin: Yea, fhe grew old in her adulteries, verfe 43. opened her feet to every 
palena. and multiplied her whoredoms, Ezek, 16.25, Aderetrices fcilicet hoc eft 
meretriciffime. Suchacommon proffibs/xm is the whore of Rome. whom her fol- 
lowers call pian matrem, que gremium clandat nemini, Poan of Naples was a faint 
toher. Idolatry is fpiricua! whoredome in many refpects. It defiles the foul, Gods 
bridal-bed. it breaks the marriage-knot, and difcovenants. It enrageth God, who 
in this cafe will take no ranfome. Jc fabjecteth men to Gods deepeft dilpleafure ; 
It befors them and xnsans chem: they that make idols are dike ante them, fo are alk 
they that truft in them. 

Laftly, tdolatry is feldome without adultery, in a proper fenfe; as appears in 
che old Heathens, at their feafts of Priupus, Lupercalia,&c. the Canaanites had file 
led che Land from one end to another with their uncleannefle, Ez”: 9. 11. and in 
the Papifts at this day, who reckon fornication a venial fin, have their Stews alfow~ 
ed chem; yea, among the very Indians, who abhor their moft loathiome living t 


- And for Rome it {elf —- tota eft jam Roma løpanar, it is become a great brothel- 


houfe, and her ftench is come up to heaven, as Matthew Paris (one of her fons) 
long fince faid. Departing from the Lord] In whom allamiables and admirables , 
areconcentred. This did exceedingly aggravate the unkindneffe. 
` Verfe 3. So he went] He faid not, This ss abardfaying, who can hear it? Dura 
mihi pracipit, © pene terret. Hedoth not reafan but ran, difpute but difpatch, , 
God mutt be obeyed, though we fee no fenfe for it. And took Gomer} which fig-, 
nifieth both con/unmation and confumption, to thew that fhe was confummata merce 
trix, acompleat whore, had all the tricks of a whore ; and brings her paramours 
to finall confumption, utter extermination, 
the daughter of Diblaim] Not quafi de Belaim, a place fo called, as Hago dream- 
eth: though there was awildernefle of thisname, whereto fome think the Prophet 
here alludeth, to fhew the Churches wretched beginning in its own nature: as 
Cant. 3:6. Ezek, 16.7. But Diblaim is by fome taken for Gomsers father: by 
more, for her mother, which is alfo held to be an harlot, according to that Ezek, 
16. 44. As is the mother, fo % the daughter. Diblaim fignifieth bunches of dried 
figs, that were the delicacies of thofe times. Gluttony is the gallery rhat lechery» 
walketh thorough. Size Cerere œ Libero friget Venus. Concupifcence (as Plato 
faith) hath the loweft places, and is aligate ventri, asone would tie an horfe or 
„an afle to the manger. Jeremy not unfitly compareth fenfualifts to fed horfes, neigh- 
ing after their neighbours wives: Saturity breeds fecurity, which is the fure fore- s 
runner of deftrucion. Eft ergo hic gaome, faith a Lapide. 3. e. Here we have then 
an elegant fentence, Gomer is the daughter of Dibleim, that is, rottenneffe of 
[enfuality: 
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fenfnality ; for as the worm that grows in the fruir, devoureth it; fo doth grief 
the pleafure of fin. This Obfervation we have from the Cabbalifts. f 
Verfe 4. Call his name fexreel |] For the honourable name of //rael is too good 
for this people ; call them therefore Pezree/, a people devoted to difperfion, and 
foch as 1 will fcatter into the four windes of heaven, as the feeds-man feattereth 
his teed. Thus Peconiah is called Coniah, (fora judgement upon him) Bethel 
Beth-aven, Hur, Hammifcha, the mount Olivet, or of Unétion, Har hammafcbith, ; ye 
the mount of corruption, 2 Kixg.23.13.. And this is not unufuall amongit men 
fo when they would difgrace a man, to clip or playupon hisname: as when they 
{pitetully called Athanafius Sethanajins, Cyprian Coprian, (as if all his excellent 
works were but dung ) Calvine,Cain, &c. This people, faith God hére, are more 
like Ahab then Facob, Call them therefore Jezreel ( Ababs Court ) that is, a den 
of theeves and murtherers, where innocent Naboth cannot be matter of the vine- 
yard that he was born to. Micah ( who prophefied alfo much about thefe times) 
hath afaying much to the fame purpofe, Chap. 2. ver. 7. O thos that art named 
the houfe of Jacob, is the fpiris of the Lord ftraitned ? are the[e his doings? q. d. 
Ye that boaft of Jacob to be your father, do you tread in his fteps ? are ye of his 
fpirit, of his practife ? was there fuch vile prophaneneffe found in him, as is openly 
found in you ? David defcribech the generation of fuch as feek God, as feck, his Plahag.é. 
face, and then fubjoyneth , The ss jacob, thefe are Ifraelites indeed, thefe are 
Jews inwardly: and all others are degenerate plants, and are the worfe for their 
outward priviledges: fith tribulation und angysfh foall be upon every [onl of man 
that doth evil, but of the few firft, and then alfo of the Gentile, Rom. 2.9. 
„Jor yet a little while ] And yer this sittle was a long while, through Gods gra- 
cious forbearance. As bad as this people were, they fhould not perifh without 
warning ; yea, though the Lord foreknew they would make no good ufe of it. 
Aci 6 Ots mesonnaverys faith the Heathen Hiftorian: God loves to forefignifie, 
and premonifh. But there is nothing more dangerous and difinall, then thele {till ce 
revenges ; as when God fuddenly brake out in wrath upon Nadab and Abibu, upon 
Nebuchadnezzar, Herod, Pharaoh at the Red-Sea, when he would not beware. 
Itis a juft both defert and prefage of ruine, not to be warned. See this in Nize- 
veh, {pared at firft, but after a little while revolting, foundly paid for the new and i 
old faults, Nahum. 3-19» Nos confurget iternm afflictio, faith the fame Prophet, Nahum.3.19. 
chap. 1.9. AfliGion fhall not rifeup the fecond time: God will not make two 
doings of ic: but when he begins, he will alfo make an end, 1 Sam. 3.12. that is 
as {ure as he begins, fo fure will he make an end: and though it may be fome time 
ere he begin, yet a little while (for he is flow to wrath, and of great kindneffe ) 
yet affuredly he will aveuge the blood of Jezreel, `} i. e. the executions done by Zehu 2 King.9.24, 
upon the houfe of bab, as fo many murders: fee 1 King. 16.7. This God 3810.11. 
did not prefently, but that’s nothing. Neellem tempus occurrit Regi, nedam Dew. ia 
He is flow, but fure, Er tarditatem {upplicij gravitate compenfar, as the Heathen 
could fay, the longer he holds, the harder he ftrikes: and vifits Jebs’s houfe for “4" ™ 
by-paft fins, that they made little reckoning of. Sin may fleep a long time, like a. 
fleeping debt, not called for of many yeers: As Sauls fin in flaying the Gibeonstes 
not punifhed till fourty yeers after: as Jeabs killing of Abner, flept all Davids 
dayes: as Amalec perifhed, for their ill ufage of //rae/, many hundred yeers after. 
Itis ill angring the Anciest of dayes. He that faith, Vengeance is mine, | will repay ir, 
takes his own time for the doing of it: and who fhall prefcribe ro him ? It isdan- 
gerous offending him whofe difpleafure is everlafting. Vapours, that afcend invi- 1 
fibly, come down again in ftormes and fhowers. A finner of an hundred yeers 
fhall be accurfed, and made to poffeffe the fins of his youth. It is not the laft fand 
that exhaufts the hour-glaffe, nor the laft ftroak that fells the Oak, Jehx's honfe 
is vifited, and his progeny extinguifhed in the fourth generation, for Jebx’s offen- 
ces. Gods work muft bedone trx/y, that there be no halting, and rorally that there « 
be no halving. But Zeha, as he had not that true heart {poken of by the Apoftle, 
Hebr. 10.22. but was double minded, Tames 1. 8.& 4.8. (like that mad Neapos | *® 
litan that faid, he had two hearts, one for God, and another for him that would:) 
So he fulfilled not after God, or he followed not God fully, as Caleb did, Numb, Inplevit pol i 
14.24. hedid not all Gods wills as De Aéls 13. he ferved him not with a per- mi. SsAañgans, 
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fe& heart, as Afa, 2 Chros. 15.17. He reformed the State, but not che Church; 
or if he did fomething toward it, yer he was not thorow in it. He hada difpenfatory 
confcience: for though he rooted out Baals-worfhip, yet the golden Calves muft 
continue; piety muft give place to policy. It was a juft complaint of Chensnitixs, 
Principes regionem ponùs quam religionem quarunrt : pauperes panem potins nam., 
Chriftum. All men feek their own, but not the thingsof Jefus Chrift, Phi? 2.21. . 


And yet piety hath ever proved to be the beft policie : and the very Philofopherin <. 
his Politicks gives this golden Rule. wes70v ae Seiov émuzac. Firft take care of Divine `. ` 


things. leha feemed ac firft ro be as zealous a Reformer,as Jehofaphat : but though 
his fleece was fair, his liver was rotten. Ja parabola ovis capras [uss querebat > he 
was like the Eagle which foareth aloft, not for any love of heaven: her eyeis all 
the while, upon the prey; which by this means fhe fpies fooner, and feizeth upon 
better. He feems to have been of Machiavels minde, viz. that vertue it felf fhould 
not be fought after, but onely the appearance: becaufe the credir isa help, theu‘e 
a cumber. Finally, of Jed it may he faid, as Marcellinss faith of Julian, that by 
his hypocrifie and double-dealing, Obnubilabat glorie multiplices curfus, he {tained 1 
his many praife-worthy practifes. Or as Camden faith of King Henry the eight; 
Fuerunt quidem in eo rege, Gc. There were inthat King great vertues, and ro . 
leffe vices mingled, or rather jumbled together. Or laftly, as Folieta Galeazo re- 
porteth of Sfortia Duke of Millain, that he was a very moniter, made up, and com- 
pac of vertueand vice. See more verfe 5. And I will caufe toceafe the K ingdom. | 
This fell out after 76 yeers ; which God counts and calls here, but alittle while: A 
thoufand yeers with him are but as one day. Whatis our life but a {pot of time be- 
twixt two cternities? Is seven a vapour, Saith S. James, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanifoeth away. Let ws therefore fear, left a promife being left us (and 
a door now opened 9 of entring into Gods refl, any of us foould feem to come "hort 
or to come lag, and late, asdid E/as, the foolith virgins, thofe that come a day 
after the fair, an hour after the feaft ; Agree with your adverfary quickly, prepare 
to meet thy God, O Mrael, Carrat penitentia, ne pracurrat fententia : "Repent a 


! day before death, ( and that may be this day, before the next ) make Gods judge- 


ments prefent in conceit, ere they come in the event, previfion is the likeliett way 
of prevention, the fureft means `of mitigation: whereas coming on the fudden 
they finde weak mindes fecure, make them miferable, leave them defperate. , 
Ferfe 5. 1 will breakthe bowe of Ifrael} though it may feem to lavea back 
of feel, and though it be drawn by Jeb» himfelf, with his full ftrength, as once 
againft /eboram, to the piercing of hisheart, 2 King. 9.24. He means, God will 
blaft all the power of their Ammunition, defeat their likelieft projeéts, and pra@ti- 
fes, and make the ftrongeft finew in the arm of flefh to crack. he breaketh the 
bowe, and cucteth the {pear in funder, &c. Pfal. 46.9. He rendreth the weapons 
väin, or fucceffefull, Z/ai. 54. 17. Terem. 50. 9. ashe did when the Rats and Mice 
were fent into Sensacheribs Army in great abundance, to gnaw and devour their 
quivers, bowe-ttrings, belts, bridles, fhields, ( as Herodoris relates ) to fhew that 
the fhields of the earth belong to the Lord, that the Militia of the World is his. 
that he orders the Ammunition, /er. 50.25. And the like was done by this Lord 
of Hofts, or Armies, when che winde and weather fought for Theodofins, in that 
famous battle againft the tyrant Maximus, celebrated by Claudian: As alo when 
the Spanifh Armado was defeated and difcomfited by the Ezgi% in 88. That 
was very remarkable and for our purpofe appofite, which fell out in the battle 
between Edward the third of England, and Philip of France. Philip enraged with 
a defeat, refolves prefently to revenge it ; and hardly had patience to ftay in 4b- 
beville one day, while the Bridge to paffe over his Army was repayring. And with 
this precipitation and fury, into the field he marcheth, elevated with an affured 
hope of triumphant Victory. But it fell out otherwife ; for there fell at the inftant 
of the Battle a piercing fhower of rain, which diffolved their ftrings, and made 
their bowesunufefull. Z» the valley of Jezreel] A city neer to Maximinianopolis, 
faith Hierom. OF the valley wherein this City was f{cituate, fee Jof. 17.16. Iudg. 


- 6,33. Itwasinche tribe of Manaffeh, and bordered upon /ffachar, Josh. 19. 18. 


It wasten miles long, and two miles over; being called alfo, the plain of Galler, 
and was fit for a fight, fora pitchet battle. Here iswas, faith e¢drichomins, that 
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Gideon fought the Midianites Indg.6.7. Sanl the Philiftines. 1 Sam. 31. Abab 
the Syrians 1 ‘King-20. And here Zachary (the laft of Jehx’s line y was flain, and 
with him the kingdom of I/raed received fuch a wound, that it could never rife 
again. Monarchies have their times and their rarns, their rife and their rnine. Junius 
renders it Propter Vallem Jericho, 1 will break the bow of Ifrael, becanfe of the wall 
of Jezreel : thatis, faith he, becaute of the flaughter of Ababs houfe there made by 
Jehz King.10. Jebes Tent in that execution wasrewarded as an AG of Juftice 
qroad (ubftantiam operis, and yet punifhed as an Act of policy quoad modum for the 
perverfe end, Finibus non officijs a vitijs difcernuntar virtutes faith Auguffine. By 
the ends and not by the works done, are vertues diftinguifhed from vices. Two 
things makea good Chriftian, and declare him fo, geod Aétions and good Aimes. 
And although a good aime doth not make a bad Action good (as in Uzza ) yet a 
bad aime makes a good action bad, as here in Jebs. There may be then, we fee, 
malum opus in bona materia, awork materially good, which yet may never prove 
fo formally and eventually : fc. when there is a fail either goad fontem, or quoad 
finem, A thing which I fee in the night may fhine : and that fhining proceed from 
nothing but rottennef. Blazing comets ( though but comets ) as long as they keep 
aloft, thine bright. But when they begin to decline from their pitch, they fall to 
the earth, and infe& the Air. So when I//yminates forfake the Lord, and minde 
onely carthly things, being all for fef, they lofe their light, and go out in a fnuffe. 
Jebx#’s golden calves made an end of him and his, though he made an end of Ahabs 
honfeand Baals worfhip. His rooting out of Ahbabs race was burto fettle the 
crown better upon his own head, Like unto him was our Richard the third, who 
well knowing ( faith the Hiftorian ) it was no pollicy to play the villaine by half- 
deal is refolved to leave never a rub to licinthe way, that might hinder the true 
running of his bowle. Like unto him alfo (faith Mafter Calvin upon this text } was 
our king Henry the eighth, who caft off fome degree of Popery, fo farreas would 
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ferve his ownturn : but there were the fix Articles in force (that whip with fix cords, | 


as that Martyr calted it ) for which many fuffered at that time. And whereas ( like 
Syila ) he commanded others, under great penalties, to beno Papifts, himfelf was 
either Papift or Athicft, jearing at fome for their old Mampfimas, and at others 
for their new Samp fimus,as he profanely called the Reformation: hanging Papifts on 
the one fide of the hedge, for denying his Supremacy, and burning Proteftants on the 
other fide thereof,for denying Yranfubftantiation, &c. And hence it may be thought, 
is that dreadfull and difmallruine that is now ( in thefe our dayes,and in the fourth 
generation or fucceffion )befain the royall family. The hoùte of Jeha farerh the worfe 
for Jebu.Offa king of Baft- Saxons lived in the time of Charles the great, and was a 
potent Prince. But the many injuries he did, and the murther he committed in his 
houfe upon Ethelbert king of Eaft-Angles,coming to him under a publike faith,and a 
fuitor to his daughter,were juftly revenged upon his pofterity which, after him, de- 
clining,in the end loft all.But to return to Jeb: we thall find 2 Ki». 10.30} that God 
faid,that becaufe Jehu had fhed the blood of Ahab in Jezreel, that he would reward 
him for it: and that his children to the fourth generation fhould ficapon the throne 
of Ifrael, and govern that Kingdom. And yet, for mifcarriagein the manner, juftly 
plagueth his pofterity. As Yerxes owned his Steerefinan in the morning, and 
yet hanged him in the afternoon of the fame day. Andas Marefcal de Thermas the 
French Generall, firt Knighted a French fouldier in Scotland who firit mounted a 
befieged Fort ( by that means taken ) and then hanged him within an hour after, for 
doing it without order. See more of this in the Note upon the former verfe. 

Verfe 6. And fhe conceived agasne | To thew, in a continued allegory, the 
weak and wofull eftate of the ten tribes, when the Affyrian took from them all the 
land of Gilead and Galilee, together with all the land of Nepthali, and carried 
them captive, {ubduing ina manner five tribes of J/rae/: to wit thofe without 
Lordan(who as they had firft their inheritance given them, fe they were now firft 
carried captjves Jand thetribes of Zabslon and Nepthali who were feated in the land 
of Galilee, And this was the firft captivity of Ifrael : fce2 Kings 15. 29, Efay. 
9. 1. And bare a daughter. This age is compared toa daughter, becaufe from 
that time forward, after the bow of Ifrael was fo broken,as Verfe 5. they fhould 


be no more able to defend themfelves,than ifthey were acommon-wealth of woe 
mens 
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men. Their fpirits fhould be fo cowed out and emafculated, their backs fo bowed: : God plagues for che obftinate,and mercy for the penitent. Surely as he is pater mife- 
Ve de Cran down with uafupportable burdens and bondages, that there was {carcely place left * rationum the father of mercies: fo he is Dess ultionnm the God of vengeances : as 
mere Melad. Fa worfecon dition, nor hope ofa berter. Like them were thofe we read of Efay he hath vbera, fo he hath verbera, treafures of punifhments for thofe efpecially 
st. 23. that yeelded to fuch as would but fay to them, Bow down thar we may go that kick at his bowels, that defpife his long-fufferance, that argue from love to 
Hom: Fl. fie, ver yone Or asthofe in Nahum, 3. 13. Their men hall be as women “Ayitedes daar” liberty, which is the Divels logick. Cavete a Melampygo, 
Vire: Phrygi- “Axdiot,timerous and cowardly like Zffachar’s Affe Gen : 49. 15. [whoie lor fell in Boe Iwill utterly take them away] Tollendo tollam, So Calvinxenders it: and 
a, neque enim Galilee, lofb : 19. 18.] or thofe fugitives of Ephraim ludg. 12, 4. that there- further tels us that fome render it Comburam, I will burn them: and indeed war 
Phryges. forebarea brand ofdihonour, becaufe they would not rather die bravely, then live is fitly compared to fire that cruel clement, and to extream famine Taia, 9. 19. 
bafely: Offuch it may be faid asof Harts and Stags, they have greathornsand , 20. The vulgar latine tranflateth it Ob/ivifcendo oblivifcar,} willutterly forget them: 
ftrength, bur do nothing with them, qria deeft animus, becaufe their {pirits are _ and that’s punifhment enough: as when one carried himfelf infolently toward the 
imbaied: as the Ifraclites in Egypt were of old by Pharoah, andas the Grecians Statcof Rome, agrave Senator gave this counfel, Let us forget him and he will 
are at this day by the Turk. cal ber name Lornhamab,| WhenGodonce calls a foonremember him{clf. Woe be to thofe to whom Chrift thall fay, Verily I know 
people ora perfon by this name, wemay well write upon their dores (if any place Jou not, 1 haveutterly forgot you. Mercer rendreth it, Levabo, id eff, projiciam, I 
be yet left for prayer, any good to be done by it) Lord have mercy upon them: their will lift them up, that I may throw them down againe with the greater poife. The 
condition is deplorable, if not defperate. Vade frater in Cellams et dic, Miferere mei Ẹ Seventy hath I will fet my felf againft theminbattell array. Now the Lord isa man 
Dess, Brother go into thy Cell and fay, Lord have mercy upon me, faid Crantzins tol A of war Exod. 15. 4. yeaheisthe Lord and Villor of wars, as the Chaldee there 
Lather, when he began to declaime againft the Pope, for he looked upon him asan i paraphraferh. But what meant the Chaldee hereto render this text by Parcendo 
Suker: Amal. undone man, and yet he was not. But thofe are doubly undone, to whom God parcam eis, Sparing I will {pare them: isnot this point-b!ank againtt Lorwbamsab?- 
3 fhall fay as here to Ifrael, Iwill no more have mercy] Heh: Iwill add no more to few How muchbetter Tremellins, ut nllo pačto condonem iftis, that I fhould any way 
mercy: but my fo oft abufed mercy fhall turn into fury. That itis not fo yet forgive them. Have I not pardoncd them enough already? may Inot well by 
with this finfull nation , that we are not yet a Lorwhamah, an Acheldama, this time be weary of repenting? { willeven break off my patience, and forbear 
Efa. x. 9. that we are not already as Sodom, and like unto Gomorrah , evena place of net- to punifh nolonger, I have long time holden my peace, I bave been fill and refrai- 7 
Zeph. 2e 9 lee and Jaltpits, a perpetuali defolation, as another prophet hath it, we ‘may ned my felf : now will I cry like a travelling woman (who bites in her paine as long 
well cry out, O the depth, the fathomleffe depth of Gods dear love to Eng- as fhe is able | Iwi// deftroy and devour at once: Iwill, Iwill. The tentribes never He 42. i4, * 
Iznd, Certain it is that we have hitherto fubfift:d by a miracle of his mercy, and by returned out of captivity, unlefs it were fome few of them that came up with the 
aprop of his extraordinary patience. Certain it is that God hath not dealt with . other two tribes out of Babylon, Ezr. 2. by the appointment of Cyrus: and fome 
England according to his ordinary rule, but according to his prerogative royall, 1 others that fled home when Nixeveb (where they were held captive) was deftroy- 
England (if one may fo {peak with reverence) isa paradox tothe Bible. God grant 4 ed: But for the generality of them, whether they abide in China or T, artary, or 
that being lifted up to heaven with Capernaum in the abundance of bieffings fhe be Weft-lndies, Ucannottell you. Pareus rendreth ic, Nam tolerando toleravi eos, for I 
not broughtdown to hell by the abufe of them ; that God fet not that fad impreffion '  bavealong while born with their evill manners. And furely Swbito tollitur, qui Aug, 
of Loruhamah (worfe then any black Theta) upon her, and make her know din toleratir,as an Ancient faith, Gods patience will not alwayes hold &c. 
the worth of his undervalued favours by the want of them : why fhould it be faid Verf. 7. Butlwill have mercy upon the honfe of Jadah. ] The Ark and the , 
ofusas once, Anglica gens eft optima flens, et peffima ridens? why fhould we mercy {eate were never feparated. Jadah had not utterly caft off God,as I/rael had - 
provoke the Lord fo long tillhe fhall refolve upon an evill, an onely evill, i e: but worfhipped God in the Temple, (how corruptly foever) cherefore they thall 
Ezek. y. 5e without mixture of mercy; tillthe decree bring forth, Zeph. 2. 2. and God have mercy becaufe they kept the right way of worfhip. See the Churches plea 
pronounceth that fatali fentence againft us that he did once againft the old for mercy to this purpofe Jer. 14. 9. Againe, Judah was now ina very great 
world, Fiat jufitia, ruat mundus, Let juftice be donethough the world be thereby ftraight having been lately beaten and plundered by Ifracla, Kixg. 4. 12. there- 
undone.  Ofall Gods Attributes he can leaft abide anabufe in his mercy, Gods, _ forethey fhall have mercy. God heard Hagars affliction andrelicved her. I have one 
* mercy is precious (faith one) and he will notlet it ran outto waft; he will not feen, I have feen, the fufferings of my people in Egypt , faith God, andam come Zed. 2. 
“ be prodigall of it: There isa time wherein God will fay, now I have done, I toeafechem. Becaufe they have called thee an outcaft, Saying, This is Zion whom no 
“ haveeyen done with this people, mercy hath had her turn &c. Iwill not al- man looketh after, therefore Lwillreftore health unto thee, and 1 will heale thre of thy 
wayes ferve them fora finning-ftock, but will rake another courfe with them: I wounds, faith the Lord Jer. 30. 17. He willrepent for his people when he feeth . 
will take my own and be gone: and woe be nto them when I depart from them. their power isgone, Dest. 32. 36. when there is dignus vindice nodus, an extre- 
When the fun is eclipfed, all creatures fade and flag here below, Thos hiddeft thy mity fit for divine power to interpofe. He knowes that mercy is never fo feafona- 
face, Lord, and I was tronbled, Pial. 30. 7- David could not live but inthe light ble and.fweet, as when mifery weighs down, and nothing but mercy turns the 
of Gods countenance : he begs for mercy every where, as for life, never did poor i feale : therefore Judah fhall have mercy, when Irae fhall have none. Trueit is that 
prifoner at the bar beg harder for a p/alm of mercy then he doth, P/al. 5%. x. and Jedab was not at this time much better then I/rae/, Abolibzh then Aholah : they, 
other where. Neither would common mercies content him, he muft have fuchas were {carce free from Sodomy and many fuch like foul abominations. But what of 
are proper and peculiar to Gods own people, even the {ure mercies of David. Oh that? if God come with axon obffante as Pfal 106, 8. Nevertheleffe he faved 
make fure of mercy, what ever you go without. And the rather becaufe there them fer his names fake Gc. who fhall gainftand him : Ifhe will fhew mercy for hie 
are a race of Lorsbamabs, a fort of fuch amongft menas are excluded from mercy, sames fake, what people is there fo wicked whom he may not fave? See E Lay 57e 
God is not mercifùll toany wicked tranfgreffours P/a/. 59. 5- that go on in their 17. Ezek, 20. 8, 14. 22. 44. Add hereunto that Ifrael? and Syria were confe- 
trefpaffes P/al. 68. 21, that allow them and wallow in theme That laft letter in derate againft Jedah & thought to have made buta breakfaft of them, I/47.7.5. @c. 
Gods name had need tobe well remembred Exod. 32. 7. He will by no meanes butGod here promifeth-Judab mercy : and lets them know to their comfort, that ; 
clear the guilty. And that terrible text fhould never be forgotten by thofe that there is more mercy for them in heaven, thenthere can be mifery ia carth, or ma- - i 
are obftinate in an evill courfe, and blefs themfelves when God curfeth them, Dest, lice inhellagainftthem. True itis, thar even after this gratious promife madeto : 
29. 19. 20. Seethe note there. Gods mercy goes oft-times in Scripture bounded Jadah, it went very hard with them, See 2. Chrox, 28. 6. there 120000. of as 
by his truth: and asthe fame fire hath burning heat and cheerfull light, fo hath them were fiin in one battle and 200000. of them carried captive: yea, and all : 
l God this by theie UHraelites here rejected from that mercy that Judah is promifed; befides 
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Affyrians. 20. Gc. Ecclefia hares Crucis faith Luther, The Church as fhe is heire » 


of the promifes, fo is the ofthe Crof&: andthe promites are alwayes to te unders 
ftood with condition of the crofs. The palfy-man in the Gofpel healed by our 
Saviour heard, Son be of good cheere, thy fins are forgives thee, and yer he wa: not 
prefently freed of his difeafe, till afteradifpute held with the Pharifes ( which 
mutt needs take up fome time ) and the cafe cleared, Jefus taid, 47i/e rake up thy bed 
and walk, and fo fhew thy {elfafound man. Butto goon: Jedah flall be faved, 
and not I/rae/, that envied Jædah, and malicionfly fougist their ruine. David loo- 
keth upon it asa {weet mercy, that God had {pred him a table iz the prefence, and 
maugre the malice of his enemies. Andthe children of the kingdome (fo the Jewes are 
called) fhall gnafh their teeth, and be even ready to cat their naile, at the reception 
of the Gentiles. This was it that put the men of Nazareth into an anger, and our 
Saviour intoadanger, Luk, 4. 25. 26, By the Lord their God] that i, by the 
Lord Chrift by Meffiah their Prince, by the word of the Lord their God, taith the 
Chaldee here, that word cflentiall Jobn. 1. 1. that truc Zaphnath Pagaach (chee is 
Saviour of the world, as Hierome interprets it) whereof Jofep was butar pe- iLis 


‘horn of falvation, or mighty Saviour (able to fave them to the vanctt chat come» 


unto Giod by him, Heb. 7. 25. ) God raifed up for there unworthy fews, aud 
even thruft himuponthem, whether they would or no, If-y. 7. 63. 14. therall 
might appear to be of free gace Well might God fay, inil boe mercy npon 
the honfe of Judah, matchlefle mercy indecd : mercy that rejorced g/t j dement, 
Mans perverfnels breaketh not off the courfe of Gods goodnefs ; j 4-4 fhuil se fa- 
ved by the Lord their God who is + 4/ias from his Father, butnot .4/ #1, a asitin@; 
perfon, nota diftint thing. This Angel of Gods prefence faved them, in br tove, 
and in his pitty he redeemed them &c. Ifwy. 6. 9. even the Angel that had re- 
deemed their father Jacob from all evill Gez. 48. 16. and that foon after this pro- 
phi fie, deftroyed fo many thoufands in Sesecheriés amy, Not by bow nor by bartte 
cee. butby his own bare hand immediatly and muiracul ufly 2. King, 19. where 
we may fee that when Senacherib (after the example ot his father Salmanefer, who 
had captivated the ten tribes) came up againft Judah, having already devoured Je- 
rufalem inhis hopes, and thinking to cut them off aca blow, as if they had all had 


but one neck, they were faved by Jehovah ther God: the Virgin daughter of , 


Zion knew wellthe worth and valour of Chnift her champion, and that made her 
fo confident Efay. 37. 22. She knew whom fhe had trufted, noc with her out- 
ward condition onely, but with her inward and everla(ting, with her precious 
foul, faying with David I am thine, fave me: for hane fought thy precepts, Pfal, 
119. 94. | will not traf inmy bow, neither [hall mine arme fave me: but thy right 
hand and thine arme, and the light of thy countenance : for thou haft a favenr unto 
me. Seethe Note on Zach. 4. 6. andon 14. 3. 5- Thats an excellent p:flage 
Pfal. 21. 13. Be thou exalted O Lord in thine own ftrength : fo will we fing 
and praife thy power, o 

Ferf. 9. Now when fhe had weaned Lo-ruhamah] That is, after that the patience 
of God had waited and long looked for their converfion; butallin vane, he 
refolved upon their utter rejection. And firft he {ent for his love tokens back 
againe : he weanes them and takes them off from thofe breafts of confalation, the 
holy Ordinances, deprived them of thofe dugs (better then wine, Cant. 1 4. 
that they had defpifed, carried them far away from that good land that abounded 
with milk and hony : the men of the Eaft fhould be fent in upon them to eat their 
“fruit and driak their milk, Ezek. 25. 4. This nation (faith a Divine) is fick of 
“a fpirituall plurifie: we begin to furfet on the bread of life, the unadulterated 


“milk of Gods word, andto fpillit. Now when God feeth his mercies lying un- ` 


‘*der table, “tis juft with him to call to the enemy to take away. Say nothere with 
thofe in thé Gofpell threatned with this judgment, God fobid. Thinkitnora 
thing impoffible, that England fhould be thus vificed. The Sea is not fo calme in 
fummer, but it may be troubled with aftorme: the mountain fo firme, but may 
be moved with an carthquake. We have feen as fair Suns as ours fall from the 
midft of heaven, for our inftance, Lege hiftoriam, ne fias hiftoria. Surely except 
We repent and reforme a little better then we have done yet; a removall of our 

Candleftick 
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Candleftick, a totall eclipfe of our Sun, may be as certainly forefeen and foretold, 
as if vifions and letters were fent us from heaven, as once to the feven Churches of 
Afia, who finned away their light,&c. And bare a Jonne, |} Nota daughter as 
before, but a fonne, becaufe under Hofea, the laft King of Ifrael, that Kingdom 
began a little to lift up the head, and co ftand it out againft the Affyrian. But this 
was but extremis nifus regni, the laft fprunting of that dying State. For foon 
after, Samaria the chief City wasclofe befiege.: and although it held out three 
whole yeers, witha Mafculine refolution, yet at length ic was facked, and all the 
people of the land carried captive, young and old, waked and barefoot, even with 
their buttocks uncovered, cc. as it is faid of their confederates the Egyptians, 
Efay 20- 4. and as it fhall be done at length to that purple whore of Rome, who 
fhall be ftript naked, broif’d and eaten, evel. 17.16. A cold fweat ftands al- 
already upon her limbs: and, for a prefage of her future ruine, it is obferved, 
that Rome, fince it became Papall, was never befieged by any, but it was taken ; 
As for their late Mafculine attempts and atchievements (if any ) it is but ashere in 
the Kingdcm of Ifracl, a lightning before death, as the blaze of a candle a little 
afore it goes our, the bulging of a wall that’s ready to come down, or as it was faid 
of Carthage, a little afore it was taken, Morientium beftiarum violentiores effe 
morfus, dying beafts bite cruelly. 

Verfe 9. Call his name Loammi]] Nomen extremum deploratum, faith Pare- 
ws, the lait and moft lamentable name of all, containing a moft heavy, but fpiri- 
tual, and therefore leffe fenfible punifhment, viz. an utter abjection and abdicati- 
on from the covenant, from grace, from God, fronplife eternal. For Je are not my 
people | But, being totally cafhiered, and difcovenanted 3 Are ye not as the children 
of the Ethiopians nato me, O children of Ifrael, faith the Lord ? Have sot I brought 
up Ifrael ont of the land of Egypt, and the Philiftims from Caphtor, and the Syri- 
ans from Kir ? q.d, True itis, I have brought you up out of Egypt ( and there- 
in you greatly glory ) but have I not done as much as all this, for thofe profane 
Nations here mentioned? with and amongft whom, henceforward I fhall reckon 
you, for you are no people of mine, but difcarded, and difpeopled ? Till the Co- 
venant made with Abraham, all Nations were fuffered to walk in their own wayes, 
as fifhes paffe at liberty thorow the paths of the Seas, P/al. 8. 8, One perfon was 
no more refpected then another. But as foon as it was faid, Z will be thy God, and 
the God of thy feed after thee, the Church became as fith caft into a Pond for peculi- 
arufe: and was divided from other Nations,no otherwife then light was from dark- 
neffe in the firft creation, or then Gofhen was from Egypt, in that wonderfull fepa- 
ration. But here God feems to refcind his own a&; to caft off the people of his 


* purchafe, and utterly to difown them ; as once before he alfo did, when he fathered 


them upon Mofes, faying, Thy people, which thou haft brought out of Egypt, ec. 
Exod.32.7. But this ( we muft know ) isno other then matatio rei non Dei, effe- 
ius non affettus, fatti non confilij, not a change of Gods wil, but onely of his 
works. For hath God indeed caf away his people? God forbid. God hath not caft 
away his people, whom he foreknew. Thus faith the Lord God, If heaven abeve can 
be meafured, and the foundations of the carth fearched ont beneath, I will alfo cafè 


‘off all tne feed of Ifrael, for all that they have done, faith the Lord. And albeit ( by 


anangry Apofiopefis ) he fay here, T will not be your God, (The word God, is notin 
the Original , ab irato omittitur, faith Mercer ) yet to fhew that heis Bagnad 

Chemah, One that can rule his wrath, as Neb.1.2. he fubjoyneth here, verf 10. 
Verje10. Yet the number of the children of Ifrael] i.e. of the Ifrael of God, 
thofe Jews inwardly the Circumcifion indeed, which worfhip God in the [pirit, and 
rejoycezn Chrif Jefus, putting no confidence in the fie, Phil. 3.3. but faying each 
for himfelfas that good Father did, Horreo quicquid de meo eft, ut immens; All 
my care isto be found in Chrift (fc. when fought for by the juttice of God) zot ka- 
wing mine own rightcon[nefe which is of the law, but that which is through the faith 
of Chrift, the vighteoufneffe which is of God by faith. Lo, to fuch Ifraelites in- 
deed, and of fuch it is here promifed (the Lord in Judgement remembring Mercy) 
that they fhall be the fand of the fea which cannot be meafured nor numbered ; 
This was firft promifed to Abraham; and afterwards confirmed with an oath, Gen. 
22:16. It began tobe fulfilled ; when, by the preaching of the Apoftles, fo 
i many 


7 


Amos 9.7; 


AQ.F4,16. 


Rom, 11.152; 


Jer.31-37. 


Bern. 
Beza. 


Phil, 3gs . 


12 


cAn Expôfition on Mig y 


Pfal.go. 14, 


Rualem gy 
quantum. 


many of both Jews and Gentiles came in and were converted to the faith of the true 
Mefliah, as S. Pax! expoundeth this text, Romo. 24,25. and he had the mind 
of Chrift. Ic fhall have its full accomplifhment, when the fulneffe of the Gentiles 
fhallcome in, and all Z/rae/ thall be faved, Rom. 11,26. Then the Church fhall be 
asthe {tone that {mote the Image, it fhall become a great mountain, and fill the whole 
carth. Though the beginning of itbe fmall, yet the lacerend of it fhall greatly in- 
creafe, 7058.7. forallthecarth fhall be filled with the glory of Chrift: he fhalt 
have dominion from fez to fea, and from the river to the ends of the earth, Pial. 72. 8; 
11,17 Great is the paucity of Gods people for prefent: bur let us, by the help of 
this promife, get above that {tumbling block, Cofmographers tell us, thar if we 
; divide all the known world into thirty parts, the Heathens part is as nineteen of 
this thirty : the Mahometans as fix, the Chriftians as five only: And of thofe five, 
more then the one half is held by idolatrous Papifts. But fet nor this difcourage us ; 
ic will be otherwife one day, for the Scripture cannot be broken. And although 
God may feem utterly to have abandoned his ancient people the Jews (che cen 
Tribesefpecially) yetthey, as wellas the reft, fhallbe vouchfafed this honour to 
be called to che participation of Chrift, Ezek. 37.16, 19. fers 3, 12,13, Ge. 
Efay 11.12,13. Obad. 20, Zach. 10.6. Rom. 11.26. If God after fo dreadful 
athreatning come in with his #ox-obftante (as he doth likewife Pf. 106. 8. and 
elfewhere) and fay, yet the number of the children of //rze/ fhall be, &c. who fhall 
gainfay him? Their interpretation is too narrow, that underftand this text of the 
increale of this people in all their difperfions, until the time of their converfion. 
And that of Rabbi Ezra is pretty though not proper ; chat as the fand keeps the 
waves of the fea from breaking in and drowning the world: fodoth //rae/ preferve 
man-kind from perifhing by the waves of Gods wrath. !t fhould have been confi- 
dered by him and the reft of thofe refractary Rabbines, that at that general conver- 
fon of the Jews (here plainly foretold) there fhall be fome ftubborn fpirits chat 
willnoteven then ftoop to Chrift; but willbe filled with envy, as thofe cankered 
Pharifees their fore-fathers were (Afls 13.44,45.)to feealmoft the whole City come 
together to hear Chrift; Yea, they will beready to fay, as John 12. 19. perceive 
ye how ye prevaile nothing? behold, che whole world follows him. Now againft 
thefe fpiritual fpirits, the wrath of God fhal! bẹ revealed from heaven, Rev. 21. 8. 
Dan, 12. 2. Efay. 65. 11,12, 13, 14,19, 16,17. 
and it [pall come ro paffe, that in the place where it was faid anto them] As if God 
did now even repent, and would make them a fullamends: make them glad accord- 
ing tothe time, and in that very place when and where they hed fien cvil. Jern- 
Salem fhallbe inhabited again in Jerufalem, Zech.12.6. The Jews (it is thought) 
fhall dwell in their own Countrey, fer. 3. 18. 823.8. Ezek, 37.11,12. Amos 9. 
14,15. and God have a very glorious Church in the Land of Canaan. But that’s 
notall; The Gentiles, who fhall be made a fpiritual Ifrael, though intime paft 
they were not a people, yet now are they the people of God ; and which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy, 1 Pet:2,10. yea, fuch a fignal 
mercy as S. Zohn cannnot look on without an Ecce admirantis; Behold, faith he, 
what manner of Love the Father hath beftowed upon us, that we fhosld be called the 


As2Pet.3.18- fons of God : 1 John 3.1. Yes, the fons of the living God} who as he lives, fo he 


gives usall things richly to enjoy; and is therefore to be trufted, « Tim. 6. 17. 
And that we fhould not only be Gods people, but his fons (reconciled, but adopted) 
and not only be fo, but be called fo, have the name and the note, the credit and the 
comfort. Well might che ‘Apoftle fay, thatthe grace of God herein bad abounded, 


Laypemrsove- evento an overflow, 1 Tim. 1.14. Well may Oecolampadins fay as he doth upon 


we. 


Serm. 6. de 
Nativit. 


this very Text, Vide ut major gratia quam peccatum, Behold, how as fin abounded, 
grace fuperabounded. Well might Leo fay, Omnia dona excedit hoc doanm, &c. 
This ts a gift of God, that exceedeth all gifts, that man fhould call God Father, 
:ı and God call aman his ane ; this is a greater dignity then to be called an Angel, 
Archangel, Cherubim, Seraphim,&c. See more of this in my Righteous mans Recom- 


penfe. part. 2. dott. 5, Calvin upon this verfe noteth, that there is an emphafis in: 


thefe words, Ir was faid, and It [pall be faid, The latter fheweth, that till che Lord 
{peak peace to his people, and fay to their fouls chat he is their falvation, they can- 
not have che comfortable affurance of their Adoption, and acceptation iato his fa- 

vour 
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vour, Eph. 1. 13. After that ye heard the werd o truth 7 lvan 
Je believed and were fealed wah that boly pene a ese Ce i 
Prophets have faid to any, ye are not my people, &c. he will effet it. God hee 
men by his Prophets, and flayeth them by the words of his mouth, Hofea 6 
Elifba hath his fword, as well as Jehu and Hazel, 1 Kings 19. 17. Ezekiel beia 
eth Jerufalem, and overthroweth it. Jeremy is fet ever nations and kingdoms to root 
ont — dowa, ce. Chap. 1.10. S. Past hath vengeance ready for the difobedi- 
e f; ag tre Gods Minifters do on earth, he ratifies in heaven, Alat. 16.19. 
Verfe11. Then fhal! the children of fudah and the children of I Le g 
together | i.e. they fhall unite into oF body, and one hk eo a 
one entire Kingdome, Exek, 37. 22,24. Chrift once lifted up, fhall draw all things 
to himfilf : and wherever this carcafe is, there will the fpiritual Eagles be alio 
Cuiphas, like another Balsam, prophefied that Jefus thould die fer that Nation: 
And zot Jor that Nation only, but that alfo he foould gather together in one the children 
of God that were fcattered abroad. This is the gathering together here mentioned : 
Chrift frail be one amongft his people, and his name one. Zech. 14.9. (See the 
Notethere ) they fhall ferve the Lord sith one Shoulder: Jr feems to be aMe taphor 
taken from Oxen that are yoked together,. and that fet their fhoulders joyntly co 
the work, Surely, the more the Gofpel prevaileth, the more peace there will be. 
They foall be gatkered together in that day: So when Chrift thall be preached, and 
obedience yielded to ‘his government, Efay 9.7. then fhall there- be a bleffed har- 
mony of e : aay ae flie in flocks to the ordinances, as the doves 
rsaaows : then {hall they c : 3 
S p a y come to the Lords honfe upon horfes, and in char- 
and appoint themfelves one head] The Lord C hrift, called David their King 
chap. 3. 5. A multitude gathered under this one Head, and united to him isa 
Church. This head is indeed appointed, and fet up over the Church by God 
Pfal. 2.6, Eph. 1.22, But the Saints are faid to appoint Chrift their head, and 
indeed, to fet the Crown. upon his head, as Cant. 3.11. when they chufe him and 
embrace him for their Soveraign, when with higheft eftimations, moft vigorous 
affections, and utmoft endeavours of unfained obedience they fet him up in their 
hearts, and ferve him in their lives ; giving him the preheminence and holding 
all in Capite in Chrift: yea, bolding of the head, as the Apoftles expreffion is, 
Cot. 2.19. not of Panl, or Apollo, or Cephas. That Popifh Buzzard was utterly 
out, who faid that he had found in the Dictionaries, that Cephas fignifieth aH 
Head, and that therefore Peter was head of the Church. Eor neither doth Cephas 
fignifie an Head, but a Stone or Rock: nor, if it did, would that prove, what he 
alledgeth it for. Jadah and Ifrael fhall appoint to themfelves one head ‘not more 
thenone, The Church is not bellua multor um capitum: neither is there any need 


of a minifterial head of the Church : Indeed there is a contradiction in the 


or mention of it (as one well obferveth } a Minifterial Head 3 itis abfurd to 
peak ic. 

and they frall come up out of the land] i.e. They hall be athered i - 
venly Jerufalem, faith Occolampadins ; They fhall come up fon th r mif mbk te 
faith Luther : from their earthly affections, faith Hierom, Rather, from Chaldea or 
where ever they lie captivated and difj perfed, to Jerufalem; there to joyn in the fame 
way of worfhip (as once the twelve Tribes did before the {chifm under Jeroboam } 
with the Chriftian Church, and fo go on the way to the kingdom of heaven. 

for great ad the day of Jezreel] i.e. ofChrift (faith Hierom) who is Gods feed. 
and fhall /ee hes feed, and fo prolong his dayes by a fucceflion of Saints, Efay §3- 10. 
for whom God alfo will do great things in that dayof his power, Pfal. 100. 3. 
when there fhall be a marvellous increafe of his Church, which he fhall fow with 
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the feed of men and of beafts, revealing his arm (another etymologie of the word Jer. 31.37. . 
Jezreel) for the ingathering of his Eleg. Sic, Oflogefimus olfavws mirabilis Etch.36.38 
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Verfet. Qay unto yonr brethren Ammi} Befides the publike preaching of this gra- 

S cious promife, chap- 1. 10. There it fhal be [aid unto them ce. charge 
is here given that this be the f{ubje& of their more private difcourfe alfo: and chat 
they that fear the Lord ipeak often onetoanother, we that were nota people, 
are now a peopie: we that had not obtained mercy, have now obtained mercy, 
Jubet per Prophetam ne hac vox inecclefia taceatur. God commands by the pro- 
phet that thefe fweet words Ammi Rubamab, be tofled and talked of at every 
friendly meeting; 1 will not leave you fatherlefle: In me the fatherlefle findeth 
mercy: I will never leave thee, I will wr, wor, not forfake thee: fo many Nots 
there arein the Originall for more affurance, God would have fuch precious paffa- 
ges as thefe, tobe rehearfed (even inthe places of drawing water Judg. 5. 11. 
where the maids met to fetch water, or do other ordinary chares) for mutuall in- 
couragement, and for the praife of his name. O the matchlefs mercy of our God | 
O the never-cnough adored depth of his free grace! who would not fear thee o 
King of Nations! who would notbe telling of thy goodneffe in the morning, and 
of thy faithfulneffe every night? Read that trimnphane Pfal. 145. per totum ; 
and be you ever chaunting out, (as they of oldat their daily employments) aliquid 
Davidicum; fo building up one another with Pfalms and hymns and {pirituall 
fong:. Think but on thefe two words in the text, and you cannot want matter. 
Isitnothing to be in covenant with God, and tobe under mercy? O blefled 


Pfal.144. 15, ate the people that kave the Lord for their God, faith David. But / obtained mer- 


Eph, 5. 3, 


cy faith Paal. 1 Tim. 1. 16. and that was his weyeragyue his confident 
boafting, where ever he came, being aconftant preacher of Gods free grace : (as 
was likewife Anfin, which makes him hardly cenfured by the Scmipelagian pa- 
pifts and Arminians as an enemy to nature, becanfe fo higha friend to grace. } 
Neither is he forgetfull ro tell his Ephefians and others to whom he writeth, thar 
they were oncedead in fins and trefpafles, but now, gsickened together with Chrift 
ec. They were forreiners, but now fellow-citizens with the Saints: they were 
darkneffe, burnow light in the Lord, and fhould therefore walk as children of light, 
and talk of his praifes, who had drawn them out of dreadfull darknefle, into mar- 
velous light. Come, faith David, and I will tell you what God hath done for my 
founl. The Lord hath done great things for us, faith the Church, whereat we are 


Pral. 66. 59. glad. He whichis mighty hath done to me great things: and holy is his name, 


Pfal. 126. 3. faith the bieffed Virgin. 
Luke. 1. 49. Rahamab. 


Plutark. 


Valer, Max. 


Say ye unto your brethren Ammi, andto your fifters 
Say it, fay it, to brethren and to fifters, upon every opportunity, and 
with the utmoft importunity, thatit may take impreilion upon their fpirits,and not 
beas a feale fet upon the water, noras raine falling upon a rock that leaves no figne 
behind it. The Grecians being delivered out of fervitudeby Flaminius the Ro- 
man General, rang out Soter, Soter, that is Saviour, Saviour, with fuch a courage, 
that the very birds of theayre, aftonifhed thereat, fell to the earth. The people of 
Ifrael gave fuch a loud fhout at the return of the Ark, that the cath rang againe. A 
drowning man being pulled out of the waterby A/phonfus King of Arragon, and 
refcued from fo greatadeath, cryed out ( as foon as he came again to himfelf ) by 


Chriflian.p. 4x Way of thankfulneffe Arragon, Arragon, letus cry as loud Ammi, Rubamah, ki- 
1, Sam. 7.12. therto God hath helped ws, who were lately (with thofe If-aclites in the wildernefte) 
Pial, 116. 8. talking of our graves, Say therefore with the Pfalmift, Becan/e thos haft delivered 


my foul from death, mine eyes from tears, my feet from falling, I will walk before 
the Lovd in the land of the living cc, 

Verfe 2. Plead with your mother, plead | Here of right begins the fecond 
chapter ( the former verte being not fo fitly feparated from the torm r chapter ) and 
itis nothing elfe but a commentary upon the firft, as Parcus well ncteth. For the 
Prophet here proceedeth in accufing the people of difloyality and ingratitude: - 
whereupon he denounceth a divorce and punifhment : and then forerelleth rheir re- : 
pentance and return into favour with God under the kingdom of the Azeffick. Now 
the end wherefore both the accufation and the promile is herc reiterated, is not fo 
much to confirm what had been before affirmed as to fet forth the means whereby 
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‘this off-caft people was to be at length reduced unto the Church : viz. Partly by ex- 


rernall meanes ( as fharp Sermons and fore afHictions ) and partly by the internal 
grace of the Spirit of God, and good affiance of his love fealed up to them, by 
fundry {pirituall and temporall favours conferred upon them ; as fo many dove-tokens. 
Come we now to the words of this verfe ; where Occolumpadius begins the chap- 
ter: Plead with your mother, plead | \tisverbum forenfe, faith Mercer. An ex- 
preflion borrowed from pleaders at the bar. q.d. Be in good earncit with her,rebuke 
her roundly and openly, according to the nature of her offence: thar fhe may be 
found in the faith, and afhamed of her perfidionfnefs. What though fhe be your 
mother, and in that refpect to be honoured by you, yet fhe is a perverfe rebellie 
oxs wornzn,as Situ once faid of his fon Jonathaas mother ( how truly I enquire not: 
malice little regards truth, fo it may galor kil } and therefore to be barely and 
boldly told herown- Befides, we cannot better fhew our refpe@ to Parents,’ then 
by fecking their fouls health : and by dealing fairly but freely with them therein. Not 
as Witlecr Mupes ( fomerimes Arch-deacon of Oxford ) did by his mother “burch 
of Rome: For relating the grofle fimony of the Pope in confirming the election of 
Reginald ballard fon of Jsce/sx Bifhop of Sarsm into the fea of Barh, he 
thus concludes his narration, Sit tamea Domina materg; noffra Roma baculus 
in agua fractus: © alfie credere que vidimus : yet ket our Lady, and mother 
Rome be as a ftick put into the water, which feems to be broken, but is not 
fo : and far be it from us, to beleeve our own eyes againft her. Was this 
charity ? or ftupidicy rather ? Charity may be ingenuous, bur not fervile and 
blockifh, It is not love but hatred (if Afofes may judge ) to fuffer fin in a 
dearcft friend to paffe uncontroulied. Good Af depofzd his own mother for her 
idolatry: and our Edward the fixt would not be drawn by any perfwafion of friends 
or fear of enemies, to indulge his fifter, the Lady AZary, to have Maffe faid in her 
houfe. The truth is, thofe Ammi'sand Ruhzmab’s that have found mercy trom God, 
they have their hearts fo fired up thereSy with a holy zeal for him, that they cannot 
endure to fee him difhonoured, but muft appear and plead for him againit any in 
the wor'd. Again, as any one is more affured of his own falvation by Chrift, the 
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more he thi:fteth after the falvation of cthers ; as we fee evidently in Saint Paul 


that eeffedl of mercy. Lam perfwaded, faith He, or Z am fure, that neither life nor 
death, ee. focll ever feparate me from Gods love in Chrift. And what followes in the 
very next word:, but this, I fay rhe truth in Chrift, 1 lie not, my confcience alfo bzar- 
ing ms witnefs in the holy Gaoft ; That I have great heavinc[(s and continual forrow in 
my bert. For I contd wifo that my felf were accurfed from Chrift, for my brethren my 
kin/men according to the flefh, Who are Mraclites, &c. And how effedtually and con- 
vincingly he pleadeth with them to draw them to Chriftand hold them clofe to him, 
that golden Epiftle to che Hebrewes will well witnefs to the worlds end. 

For the is net my wife |For Ihave put her away by abill of divorcement, [/ai.so.1. 
witha Habe ribi que tua funt (which was the form of divorce among the Romanes) 
Take thine own things and be gone. Now the Jewilh Synagogue had nothing fhe 
could properly cali herown, but fin and mifery : when God firft took her, fhe had 
nota rag ro her back, Ezek,16.10. nor any kind of comelinefs. But what he was 
pleafed ro putapon her, verfe 14. But the( foolifs woman and unwife, Dent.32.5.) 
trafting in ber borrowed beauty plaid the harlot, Œ poured out hèr fornication on eve- 
ry one that paffed by : bis it was verfe 15, The Synagogueof Rome is fuch another 
merctrix merctriciffima que gremium claudit nemini, as her own fons fay of her, by 
way of commendation. Saint Jobs calleth her the whore, the great whore, Rev.1 7.1 
35. and further tell:ch us, that the ftteth upon her paramours in a bale manner, in 
an unieemly fort, fie fitterh upon their very confciences, and keepes them under by 
force: whereas Stephen King of Polony ( one of her fong but not altogether fo obfe- 
quions ) was wont to fay,that God had required three things to himfelf, fe : ex ni- s 
hile aliquid facere, [cire fastara, © dominari velle confcientijs, chat is, to make fome- 
thing of nothing, to know things to come, and to bear rule over mens con(ciences. 
How fhe forecth men to commit folly with ker by the cruell Inquifition ; aid how 
fhe hireth others for preferments ( Lather was offered a Cardinalfhip: Beffarion of 
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Nice was won over to her by fuch an offer ; Thomas Saranzins was ofa poor Shod- Val. Mex. 


makers fon made Bifhop, Cardinall and Pope, ail in one year, and called Nicolzs th 
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fifth, the like might be faid of e£xea5 Jy/vins Canon of Trent ; atcerwa. ds Pope 
Pius the fecond ) and for a price too, ts notorioufly known to the Chriftian world. 
Stratagem nune cf? Pontifi: inm ditare maltos st Pij efe definant faith a good Author. 
It is one of the Popes Stratagems to enrich men that he may oblige thein to him{eif: 
and bring them into his own vaffallage. In divers towns of Germany ( as at Auf- 
burgh,cec.) there was a known allowance by the year fo- fach Lutherans as w. uld 
become Papifts. Thus this whore of Rome imitateth Her in the text: of whom it 
is elfewhere complained, Exek.1 6.3 3- They give gifts to all whores (and to buy re- 
pentance at too dear arate ) but thon give/t thy gifts to all thy lovers and hireft them 
that they may come unto thee on every fide for thy whoredom © Yea thon baft plaid the 
harlot with them, and yet conldft nor be fatisfied, verf.28. Ie was but time therefore 
that God fhould caft her off, as now no wife of hisburan adultereffe of the Devil 
as fhe fhewed her felf notably in the Prenc-Conventicle: where with a whores fore. 
head that refufed to be afhamed fhe not oncly eftablifbed by a Law their abominable 
Idolatry, but alfo fet forth that Heathentth decree, whereby fhe equalleth (at leatt) 
the Apocrypha to the holy Canon, the Falgar paddle to che Hebrew and Greek 
fountains, unwritten verities and traditions to the facred Scriptures : and further 
addeth,that the holy Ghoft himfelf is not to “e hearkened unto, {peak he never fo 
plainly andexpreffely, iff accedat m:retricis purpurata cffrons interpretatio, unleffe 
fhe may have the interpreting of his meaning, according to her way. O mooltruous 
impudency,deferving a divorc: {True it is that God hateth putting away, Afu/.2.16, 
and //a.50.1, he tells thefe Jewes, that he bad not Siven their mother a bill of die 
vorcemeni,ut folent mo-ofi et crudeles mariri as crucll and fiosa d hv bands ufe to 
do, for every Lght offence. But what he had done this wav, he was meerely com- 
pell’d to it ; as not able to wink any longe: at thei flayi-iovs pradtdes : Hear his own 
words, Thus faith the Lord, where ss the bill of your mothers divorcement whom I 
have put away ? or Which of my creditours is to whom I have fold Jou? Behol i for your 
iniqustics yox fold your felves ; and for jour tranlgreffions is Jour mother put away. 
And yet not fo far put away neither, but that if the repent, fhe may be received 
again : and that’s no fmall mercy. Sce Jer.3.1. Thy fay, If «man put aay his 
wife, and fhe go from him and become another mans, foull he return unto her again ? 
Shall not that land be greatly polluted ? byt thon baft plasd the harlot with many lovers > 
Jet return againto me, faith the Lerd. Lo,God is above Law ; and his mercy is 
matchlefs : he will do that for his peopl that none elfe in like cafe woud ever be 
drawn to do, 4ic.7.10. Who ts a God like unto thee ? fanh the Prophet, by.way of 
admiration. David never came near his concubines more after that Ab/alom had 
gone in tothem,and Achitophel judged thar a& would be {uch an injury, as David 
would never put up « and therefore gave that pernicious counfell. But Gods 
thoughtsare not as mans thoughts, neither are ox» w.. Jes his wayes, Gc. Ot mercy, 
and multiplied-pardons. But as the heavens are higher then the earth fa are his wayes 
higher then our Ways and his thoughts then onr thoughts. We are not to m ature things 
according to our own modell ; and to have as low thoughts of God ana his guod- 
nefs as thofe A4i/creants once had of his power, when they demanded, Can God 
prepare a table for us inthe wilderm fe? Cax he Give us water out of the Rock ? Sures 
ly a Finite creature cannot beleeve the infinite attributes of God thrcuet ly, wishone 
fupernaturall graces which therefore muft be implored, and every cf us excited 
not to caft away our confidence which hath fo grcat recompente, fo g eat encourages 
ment: but to fay to our mother,and each to other, pat away your whoredoms. crc. 
Caft away all your tran[ereffions, &c. Ye have done all this Wickedne ffe (faith Samuel 
tothe revolted People of his time ) but-what of thar ? yet turn not afide from fol- 
lowing the Lord : for that were to adde rebellion to fin, as Herod to all his other 
hateful practices addid chag of beheading the Baptift. Do not therefore tun afide 


xSamt2,20, from following the Lord, but go home again to him, and he wii] {peak peace. For 


21,22, 


the Lord will sot forfake his people for bis great Names Sake : fith it hath pleafed the 
Lord once to make you hi; people. He chofe you for his Jove : and now /oves you for 
his choice ; yea he cryes after yon, as once, Return you bacı fliding childrn, and I 
will heal your backfliding. © that you would reciprocate and fav, Behold, we come 

unto thee ; fer thou art the Lord our God. Jer. 3.22. i 
Lether therefore put away her whoredowss out of her fight ] Not outof my fight, 
(as 
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Cas à Lapide readeth it, neither according to the Original, nor yet his OWN vulgar Sythe Sepini, 
Tranllation ) but ont of ker fight, or from ber face, and her adsfreries from be- 3; erore 
tween ber breafts. Sed quid hoc poi cule ? faith Calvin here. But what may bethe ms, 
meaning of this. It turely feemeth harfh to fay, that women play che whores, 

either with their faces, or with their breafts: And yet ic is not unknown to the 

Learned what rch fitas the Philofopher faid toa young wanton, that caft ult- 

full looks, and lafcivious glances upon others ; Nihil interefè quitas membros cinedé 

fis, pifterinibtes an prioribas: Youmay be naughty: packs more wayes then one ake 
And Plutarch teils of a certain Oratour, that faid of an impudent fellow; O sol eit id 
in oculis haberet nun eéegs fed aipves, that he had in his eyes nor Pupils, but Punks. pye"am'¢y pte 
And $. Peter faith of the Settaries of his time, that they had eyes fall of the adul- Tilam ocule 
reri fje, ( fo runs the Criginall ) and thar could not ceafe to finne, 2 Per2. 14. Ip Femfiear. 

is evident enough ( faith Calvia) thar the Prophet in this Text alludech to the man- Mateus’ ia, 
ner of harlots, painting their faces, decking, or laying out their breaf's to allure xeatses- 
lovers, Filthy dreiling and naked brealts, ( faith another Divine) this is whoredom 
between the bresfis, A third callech naked breafts and wrifts, abborred filth, Hierom Diftellon 1 
faith Ifa man or woman adorn,or carry themfelves ío,as Co provoke others to luft af- Mi Betten 

ter chem,though no evil follow upon it,yet che parties fhall fuffer crernal damnation; i 
becaufe they offered poyfon to others, though none would drinkit- In Scripture; 

women taxed for this, were notorious wicked perfons, and ufually whores: as Ta- 

mur, Jezabel, thofe Damuféls, Efay 3. Dives, Luke 16. Lupa Romana, Rev. 1.73. 

Our Henry the fixch, when a Mask of women were prefented unto him, whereof ; l 
fonie of them fhewed their naked breafts, he left the prefence, crying, Fie, fie, Lae Daniels bijt, 
dies, in [coth ye areto blame, to bare thofe parts tothe eyes of mar, that nutare ap- 432. 
pointed modi fly to conceal. Friderick the Emperour, feeing fome countrey wenches, 

neer Florence, in dancing to thew their naked legs, Eamus, laid he, meretricum bic - 
lzduseft non virginum, Let us go hence, for this is not maids play, bur whores ra- Val stax 
ther. That Yorker in the Proverbs, was met by awoman with the arrire of an Cra? 337. 
barlot and [ubtillof heart, or truffed xp about the breafts, with her upper parts na- Siken i 
ked, like abedlam. So Levi Ben Gerfom , fhe met him with her naked breafts, bay” 

yea with fomething elfe naked, which modefty forbids co name, as fome conttrue gua nudato 
that Text, Prov,7.10. So fhe caught him and kiffed him, verfe.13, with ftrange im= fier ia.. ; 
pudency : and no queftion but having caught him, her loft grew more flagrant: as ae TIS 
by unclean touchesof the face and breafts, men are more enkindled. Hence rhat of jaa 
our Saviour in expounding the feventh Commandement, Matth.§.30, If thy right ubsiibas, 
band effend thee, tc. by dalliance; and wanton touches, cist it off, Hc, Hippocrates 
obfervech, that there are vene ce vie ab utero ad muamillas, veins and peflages 

that go from the beily tothe breafts; and that’s the reafon that he gives oF the 
temptation to luit, that isin the breafts. Keep rhy Self pure, faith Saint Parel to 

his fonne Timothy. And again, The younter women cxtort with parity, or chafliry: 

It isnot fafe to pry into the beauty of young women. Ur widi at perij, &c. The 

eyes are thofe windows of wickedneffe, and foop-holes of tuft. Let her thircfore 

pet away her neoncdoms ont of ber fight, And let notthe ftrange woman take thee Prov.s.5, 
with ker eyelids, faith Solomon. Yor prevention hereof, in Chry/o/t ums time, the 

women were disjoyned from the men in the Church, by a woodden wall. And 
Teriallian faith to the Chriftian women, fadicabant vos Arabia femine Etbnice,; 

&e. The Ueathen women of Arabia ihal judge you: for they dd not onely cover De veland! 
their faces but their heads too ; and rather chen they will have any pare appear vig.cay. 
mained, they willfer che light but into one eye. In Barbary, they fay, itis death Hal Gei 
foray man to fee one of the Xerifes concubines ; and for them too, if when they bate” 
fee. man (though bur thorow a cafement ) that do not fuddenly fèreek out. 


7 Mahonsof people have died of the wound in the eye. Aholaband Abolibab, thar 


is, Youed and Jelah, no fooner faw the Ajfyrians , (thofe defirable young men ) 
though but pozrteoyed upos the veal, but they dored upon thofe Paramours, and 
received them inte the bed of love, Hark, 23.16, 17. Er divarica- it tibias Sras, 
Ex k. 16.25. and multiplied their whoredonis. The very fight of che Altar at Da- 
narhi ss, fet Ahiz agog to have one of the fame fafhion, 2 King. 16. And Jerobo.sm, 
coming out of keya, where che Ox was worfhipped, brought kame two Calves 
with iim; and fee chem up at Duaand Bethel. ‘ihe Nicodemites and Familifts holt 
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it no fin, to be prefent at-Idoll-fervice, and alledge a Text for it out of Apocryphall 
Baruc. But a good Interpreter well obferveth, chat, that which isintended {pecially 
here, in thefe words, Lether putaway her whoredoms out of her fight, and her 
adulteries,&c. is, that they fhould not be content meerly with change of their hearts, 
to fay, Well, we will acknowledge the Lord to be chetrue God, and our hearts fhal! 
wholly trutt in him ; but for thefe externall things, what great matter is in them ? 
Ob no, they muft abftain from all appearance of evil, from the badges of Idolatry, 
&c. Thus he. Thofe badges, or enfignes of Idolatry they ufually carried between 
their breafts, (faith another Authour ) to teftifie chat the Idol! had their hearts; 
whereas Chrift fhould have been there, Cat. 1.13. Who to fhew his dear love to 
his Church, appeared to Joha girt abont the paps with a golden Girdle, Revs 163. 
See the Note there, Cor fedes amoris. “Y he heart is the feat of the affections. Hence 
God calleth for it; Ady Jonne give me thine beart: and the devil ftrives for it, 
Luk. 22,3. AF. 5.3. Once he {trove about a dead mans body, Jude ver.9. but his 
defigne therein, was to have fet upan idoll for himfelf in the hearts of the living. 
Fis eldeit fon and fucceffour the Pope, ufeth the fame policie. It was a watch- 
word in Gregory the thirtcenths time, in Queen Elizaberks dayes, 44y fon, give me 
thy keart: Diflemble, go to Church, be a Papift in heart, and then do what ye 
will: Take the Oath of Allegiance, Supremacy, any thing rhat fhail be put 
to you, I will abfolve you. Do but carry a Crucifix between your breaits (that’s 
the place where they wear fuch mawmiets ) and Kiffe it when you bave {worn (as 
Lewes the eleventh of France ufed to do ) and it thall fuffice. An oath upon the 
conf{cience of a Popifh Idolater is like a colier upon a Monkeys neck; that he will 
{lip on for his Mafters pleafure, and {lip off again for his own. Pujcenigs fcoffes 
' King James for the invention of the Oath of Allegiance. Equivocation the Jefuites 
have invented, or revived rather, ad confolationem ufllsilorum Catholicorum, for the 
comfort of atHicted Catholikes, as Garzet and Blackwell profetie. So impudent 
is Idolatry, fuch frontleffe whoredoms appear in their very faces, they openly 
proftitute themielves ; /mo volynt extare figna fæditatis fue, faith Calvin, here 
they hang out their filthy fuperftitionsin the fight of the Sun, as Sodom : they fer 
them upon the c/iffe of the rock, as Jerufalem, Ezek. 24.7,8. nt fimiles fint 
publicis forts, like common whores that folicite lovers, and fend to rhe m, as the, 
Ezek. 22. Itwasa fad complaint God made Chap. 7. 1. of this Prophecie. Whex 
1 would have healed Ifrael, then the iniquity of Ephraim was difcoucred, thin it 
broke forth as the leprofie in their foreheads: Their fornications were not oncly coverr, 
but overt. Their whoredomes in the face, were their worfhipping the two golden 
“Calves and Baalim (tatth Parcus ) their adulterivs between their breufts, were their 
truft in Idols, inthe arm of flefh, in confederacies, &c. when they would feem ne- 
vertheleffe to truft in God alone: As now the Papiits profeffe to do, and have there- 
to coyned diverfe nice diftinctions of worfhip, per fe, © per accidens, proprie, & 
improprie, and a hundred the like evafions. But there is no hiding of their Affes 
cars by thefe fubtilties. Doctor Reynolds in his Books de Zdolstrin Romana hath 
(among others) proved them rank Idolaters. Wefton writes, that his head aked 
in reading that Book; but chey all yeeld it unanfwerable: and yer they repent not 
of the works of their bands, that they foonld not worfhip devils, and idols of gold, 
and filver, and braffe, and ftones, and of weod, which neither can Sec. nor bear, nor 
walk, Revel. 9. 20. But, as thofe that make them, are like unto them, fo are all 
thofe that truft in them, ftockifh, and ftupid ; given up to the efficacy of exronr, to 
belceve a lie, yea and that againft common fence, Lfainh 4a. 17. which is no {mall 
ftumbling-block, to both Jews and Mahometans. 

Verfe 3. Left 1 ftrip her nakd | Dens ideo minatur ut non puniat. God there- 
fore threatneth, that he may not proceed to punifh. Here he doth not fo much di- 
rect as threaten, as conditionally terrifie, from the pernitious effect, or fad iffue of 
their adulteries, a full and finall defolation, after an utter deprivation of Gods 
giftsand graces, fhadowed under a fourfold Metaphor. 1. Of {tripping her of all 
her borrowed beauty, thofe jewels, and that comelineffe that he had put upon her. 
2. Of reducing her to her firft forlorn condition wherein he found her, Ezek. 16, 
viz. in her blood, in her bleod, in her blocd, asit is there faid and fet out for greater 
emphafis. 3. OF laying her waft as a Wilderneffe, ( by the incurfions and hoftilities 
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of cruel enemies ) ot, «s inthe wilderneffe ( fo fome read it, by underftanding the 
particle 1» ) that is, as in the wildernefle of Arabia, where they were put to great 
ftraits when they came out of Egypt. The very firft handfel God gave them there, 
was bitterneffe and thirft. It was by Marah that they came to Elim,&c. 4. Of af- 
flicting and punithing her with the moft miferable and unfufferable kinde of death ; 
4 will flay ler with thir ft, which is worfe then to be fain with hunger. All which 
is foretold, with fome hope nevertheleffe of grace and forgiveneffe, if fhe return 
and feek the Lord ; as by the word def is fecretly given to underftand: Left 1 /frip 
her neked, ] Asa jealous husband fnatcheth away with indignation the clothes 
and ornaments that he had bettowed upon his adulterous wife. The Lord threat- 
neth the wanton women of Zion, to make naked cheir fecret parts, E/ay 3417. fo 
that their fhame fhould be feen, Ef:7 47.3. even all sheir nakedneffe, Ezek, 16.37. 
to difcover their skirts upon their fice, as Nahum. 3.5. Thus the great whore of 
Babylon is threatned with nakedneffe, Revel. 17.16. And this we fee already per- 
formed upon her in part, as Mr. Philpot barely told Chad/cy in that vehement ex- 
preilion of his, Afore God, you are bare-breecht in all your religion: he utrerech 
it fomewhat more groffely. There was a bafe cuftome in Rome, that when any 
woman was taken in adultery, they compelled her ( for a punifhment ) openly and 
beaftly to play the harlot: ringing a bell whiles the deed was doing, that all the 
neighbours might be made aware. This the gcod Emperour Theodofins took away, 
and made better Lawes for the punifhment of adultery. God, when he chrearneth 
to ftrip the Jewifh Synagogue naked, meaneth (faith Adercer ) that he will take 
away ornamenta regat C7 facerdot it thofe ornaments of the Kingdome, and of the 
Priefthood, leave them as, 2 Chro». 15.3. without the true God, and without a 
teaching Prieft; and without Law, fine lege, fine rege, fine fide, asthe Brafilians 
are faid tobe. The children of Ifrael ( faith our Prophet, Chap. 3. 4. where he in- 
terprets this Text ) fall abide many dayes Without a K ing, and without Prin- 
ces, and without a facrifice, and without an image, and without an Ephad, 
and without Teraphim: that is, without any forme of civil Government, and 
without -any exercife of true ( yea or of falfe ) religion. What a comfort was 
it to good David, in his banifhment, and after the flaughter of the Priefts by Saul 
( cven fourfcore and five perfons, that did wear a linnen Ephod, 1 Sam. 22.18, ) 
that Abiathar the fon of Abimelech, came downto him to Keilah, with an Ephod 
in his hand, and that thereby he could enquire of God what to do, as he did, 1 
Sam. 30.7? And what a grief and mifery to Sanl, that God had forfaken bim in 
thofe vifible pledges of his favour, and would not be found of him? Hence he 
lay all open and naked to his enemies; who now might do what they would co him, 
and none to hinder them. This alfo was the cafe and condition of the people,when 
Aaron (by making the golden Calf at their command ) had made the people ms- 
ked anto their hame among s their enemies, Exod.32.25. that is, deftitute of Gods 
powerfull protection, and deprived. of their former priviledges. A people, or a perfon 
may fin away their happineffe; and forfeit the favours they formerly enjoyed. An 
hypocrite may lofe his gifts, and common graces; as that idle and evil fervant did 
histalent ; his light may be putout in obfcure darknefle. See Ezech, 43. 11,17. 
with the Note. 

and fet her as ia the day that fbe was bora, | Not onely andam tanguam ex ma- 
tre, Naked as ever fhe was born, ( The Albigeafes in France, thofe old Proteftants, 
were turned out ftark-naked, both men and women, at the taking of Curcaffon, by 
the command of the Popith Bifhop : and fo were thoufands of good Chriftians by 
the bloody Rebels in /recand now alate ) but as fhe was born of the Amorite, and 
Hittite; her navel was not cut, her birth-blot was not wathed in water, nay thee 
was caft out into the open field, and no eye pitied her. ( as the Princeffe did Mofes, 
and as the fhepherdeffe did Romulus and Remus ) See all thisand more, moft ele- 
gantly fet out, Ezek. 16. together with what high honour and fumptuous ornaments 
God did put upon her, ver/e 11,12. What this people were in the day of their na- 
tivity, /ofbsab telleth them in part, Chap. 24. 2. Your fathers dwelt on the other 


ALLÝ Mon. 
1659. 


M.Clark in the 
life of Theod. 
fenior. 47. 


t Sam.27.6 


fide of the flood in old time, even Terah the father of eJbraham and the father . 


of Nahor, and lerved other gods: And J took your father dbraban out of Ur of 
the Chaldecs,as a brand out of that fire, &c. and gave him J/zace And I gave unto’ 


Yass 


20 


Deut. 32 27. 
Phal 107. 8. 


Am. 4. 12. 


a. Joh.s. 21, 


Plat. 


Rab. Samuel. 


Ache dy Mon, 
fol. 1547. 


An. Expofition on 


Ifezac lacob, who, together with his children, went down into Egypt, where they 
fellto the worthipping of Idols, Ezek, 16.26. And although they were there, held 
under milerabls tervitude , yer they continued exceeding wicked and abominable. 
‘ihe fire of their atHi@ions (eemed co harden their hearts, as much as the fire of 

‘the furnace did the bricks they made. Hence, as they tard.ned their beares, God 
hardened his hand, and had haftencd their deft: uction, had it not been that he had 
feared the wrath of the encmy : left their ad-erfarus foould berave thomflees 
ftranzely, and left they sould [2 our hand is high, and the Lord bath nor dove all 
this. The Pfalmitt was fenficle of all this & therefore fa.th Oxr farkers un lerfiood not 
thy Woatersia Exyas they remembrednor the osasleicude of thy mersics but provoked him 
atrhe fea e:ea at tn Red fea, Never tkeieffe ke faved them for bis Nines fike oe. 
slad whut was it elt, beethe retpect to his owa great Name, and the rememtrinco 
of his holy covenanc that moved the Lo d to premonith this paverle people cf 
their prefent danger : and net to tiffer his whole wrath to arife againft them, and 
torafh in upon thein without a Ne forte, Lett i fet her asin the day &c Ze cfo-e 
thus will I dosztothec, Oral: andberanfe {will do this unto thee, prepare to mut 
thy Gol With intreaties of peace. leit your houle be kft unto youdetolate. Lye. 21. 
ka't wrah feile upon you, and that without remedy. dad make her sa mil 
dacruejs Jatcer that have brought her outor a wilderneffe, and fer her ina land thac 
flowerh with mite and hony. Ged can quickly crife our bleffii gi, and deltroy us 
after thar he hath done us good. Sce this excellency fee forth ifs. 5. and Jer, 
17. $. 6. Pfal. 107. 34. Zech, 7. £4. with the Vote here, and take heed leit 
living in gods good land, Lut not by Gods gcod lawes, we forfeit ail into his hand ; 
and he take the forfeitare. For he hag rather that wild beafts fhould devour the 
gocd ofa land, yea, that Satyres and devils fhould dance there: then that wicked 
and ftubbern finners fhoulderjoy it. 1f Phidép of Spain could fay he had raher have 
no fubjeét:, then Larkeran {ubjc@s: And if the Councell of Tholox/e (out of alike 
blind zeale for propagating Popery ) did decrce thatthe very houte fhouldbe pi ll- 
cddown ingua faerit inventus heriticus whercinan heretick (as they then cail d 
Gods true fervants )wa: found: 4ow much more thall the King of heaven,the righte- 
ous judg, root out and pluck upa rabble of rebels rhac refufe to he ruled by kin. 
ldolatry ıs a Land-delolaring fin, and brings in ihe devouring fword Judg 5. 8. 
Ffal. 78. 58. 59. 62. Jer. 22. 7. 8. 9. Cavete ab idolis. And flay them with 
thirf | Sargis hic oratio, [urgit afflifio; Vo be flane with chi-ftisa grievous judg- 
ment. Lyfmaches parted with his kingdomg, fora draught of water in a diy 
land : and made himfelf of a great King a miferatle Captive to the King of Geres ; 
Dearins flying from h:senemies, was glad to drink of a dirty puddle, that had e 
rion lying init: piofefling thacit was the {wecteft draught that ever he drank in 
hislitee Jives would have givenall that ever he wes worth fora drop of cold 
water. The members, infecbied tor want of dxe mouture, feek to the veynes for 
relief, the veines ro che liver, the Liver ro the Entrals, the Entials to the ventri- 
de, she vencriclet> the orifice. Put chete being not ab cto impart what they can- 
nor receive, One he cryes, Parker Abraham, Bucthofpitable Abraliam hath itn t 
fo him: fircand brimitone, ftorme and tempelt, is now the porton of his cup, 
extreamn thiritisa pi'ce of Hels pains, and one of the greateft uf earths milerics, 
A dear fe: vant of Godin Queen ALurics dayes, (k. pt and pined in priton } would 
faine have drunk his own water: but for want cf nour-thment could make none, 
Inward refrefhings he had, even thote divine coafol.tions of che mctyes: he drenk 
of the river of Gods pleatures, Pfal. 26, 8. which cofi him intoafweet Ml cy: 
at which time cne clad all in white feemed to ftand before h m and tofay, Samz. ly 
Samuel, be of good cheer, for after rhis day tho fhir never be hungry or thirtly 
more: for toon after this he was buried : and from that timetill he thould tuff, 
he felt neither hunger nor thirft (as himfelf decla: ed) though he were keptby tle 
cruel & of Norwich with 2. or 3. morfels of bread every da , andth ee fpoonfuls 
onelv of water, Mercer expounds this text of {pirituall chi tt, the fame thar wes 


foretold by Amos. Ideug; fubdit verf. 4. faith Orculampadins, and ther fore God 
addeth inthe next verfe, that he will not bave mercy npon ker childrer, Lut wuli? 
thom w'th death; hurl them to hell as he threareneth to do Jef.éel's children, Res. 2. 
23. Oh when the poor fonl hall beina wildernefle ina dry and thafly land, fore h. 
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cd and parched with the fenfe of fin and feare of wrath ; when the cerrours of God ° 


fall thick upon it, even the invenomed arrowes of the Almighty: Befides the 
buffetings of Satan, that haile fhot, hell-(hot of fiery darts, Eph. 6. fo called for 
the dolour and diftemper they work, (in allufion to the poifoned darts afed in war 
by the Scythyans and other nations, the venemous heat whereof is likea fire in the 
flefh) when confcience I fay fhall by this means lie turning and boyling, what 
would itnot gicve for a cup of confolation, yea for any confolation in C 
Apoftle hath it, for any Beer-lubai-roi, to fill the bottle at, yea for any 
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hriftasthe Phil 2. r, 
En-haccore, ‘Gen. 16. x4: 


any cleft ina jaw-bonc to revive a thirfty Sampfon, that muft elfe be flaine with Judg. 15. 19 


thirft, David never fo defired after the water of the well of Bethlehem, as he did 
after God in a dry and thirfty land, where no water was, Pfal. 63. 1. As thehun- 
ted Hart (the Hind faith the Septuagint) panteth after the water-brooke:, fo p.z#- 


teth or braycth my foul after thee. Aly foul thirfleth for God c, Ob, when foal itrarG-. 


Phal, 42. 3.2.3 


come and appear before God. The tears have been my meat ce. Hunters fay the 
Hart fheds tears (or fomthing like) when hovly purfued, and cannot efcape. He 
isa beaft thirfty hy nature, and whofe thirft is much increafcd when he is hunted, 
The female efpecially, in whom the paflions are ftronger thenin maer. Chrift 
(that Aicleth Shachar, that is, the morning-Hart or Stagg, as he feemeth to be tiled 
Pfal. 22, 1. inthetitle, felt his foul heavie to the death in his bitter agony; and 
tated fo deep of thar dreadfull cup, that in a cold winter night he {wat great clods 
of blod, which, through cloths and all, fell down to the ground. And whea 
this lamb of God was evena roafting in the fire of his fathers wrath, he cryed out, 
Ithirf?. At which time men gave him cold comfort, even vineger to drink: but 

ed his Father moft {weetly fupportedhim: fo that he might better fay then Da- 
vid, lathe multitude of my perplexed thoughts within me, thy comforts have refreshed 
my foul. But what fhall thofe poore creatures do that ace rangers to the promifes, 
and bave no water of the well of life to relieve them, when Gods wrathis asa 
fire in their bones, and falleth upon their flefh like molten-lead or running-bell- 
mettle, Then they that have fuckt in finas an Ox fucks in water, fhall fuck the 
gall of afp: and venom of vipers, and have none to pitty them, Francis Spira felt 
this fpiritvall thir &c. : 

Ferfe 4, And Iwill not have mercy upon her children] Lo here another, And 
to thofe foureafore ; and more dreadfull then thereft: Like asthatinther6. of 
Jeremy verl. 13. where Iwill not [hew you favour, was worfe to them then their 
captivity ina ftrange countrey. Say that God do cat off his people, yet ifhe fay, 


they foall be as if 1 had not caf them off, and will hear them Zech. 10. 6: theafi i- Ezek. 7. gs 


on isnothing fo great, as when he fends az evill, an onely evill without mixture 
of mercy, as here. Oh, this pure wrath, this judgment without mercy muft needs 
be very heavy: whenit is once grown to hatred, thereis little hope. Hof. 9.15. 
All their Wickedni ffe is in Gilgal, for there Z hated them. Godis not of himfelf 
sicivSpamr@ a hater of mankind, but the contrary, Titus 3. 4. But fuch is the ve- 


that he cannot but hate it in whomfoever he finds it: yet with this difference, that 
he pitties it rather in his Saints,& hates it in his cnemies:as we hate poyfon in a toad, j 
but we pitty it inaman: becaufe in the one it is their nature, in the other, their 
difeafe. And as revenge is the next cffect of hatred, wicked men may expect no 
better dealing from God,then aman would afford tohis ftubborn enemy. Pharoah 
had plague upon plague: neither did the Lord leave him, tillhe had dafht the 
breath out of his body: fo true is that of the Pfalmift, with the froward thou wilt 
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nemous nature of fin, and fo contrary itis to Gods both holy nature and juftlaw, 7@. 


Wreftle, and that of Solomon, The back, flider in heart foall be filled with his own Pl. 8. 
wayes. He hath madea match with mifchief, he fhall have his belly-full of it. He Prov. 14; 


would needs have his own way, and had it, (for / would have purged him, but he 
would not be purged ) Now I will have my way another while: for thon halt not 
be purged from thy filthineffe any more, till I have canfed my fury to reft upon theey 
Ezek, 24. 13. Soour Saviour to thofe refratory Jewes inthe Gofpell. X wouid 
bave gathered thee as the hen Sathereth her chickens, i would but thou wouldft not: 
therefore they fhall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children withinthee. And 
L wit zot have mercy upon ber children Lo, God is fo incenfed by a generall de- 
fection, thathe will make havock and deftroy eventhe mother with the iat 
(whic 
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( which was Jacobs great fear, Gen.32.11.) yea he will dafh the mother in pieces 
upon the children as Shadman did at Betharbel Hof.10.14. he will put young and old 
into the fame bag together, as fowlers deal by birds, which yet was forbidden by a 
law, Dent.22.6. hiscyes fhall not /pare childrensas Iai. 13.19. And why ? For 
they are the children of Whoredoms | They are maliex malis, as Hierom interprets it : 
they love and live in the adulteries of their mother : they take after her, as the birth 
ufually folowerh the belly,and as ina Syllogifine, the conclufion followes the weaker 
propofition. Thofe Jewes in the Gofpel boldly boafted to our Saviour that they 
were not the children of fornication , for they had Abrabam to their father Job.6, 
33. nay,God to their father ver/.41, But he as boldly telleth chem,that they aca 
baftardly brood, yeaa ferpentine feed ; and thar they were of their father the devil, 
verf.44, And in another place, as Serpents, faith He, ye Leneration of vipers, bow 
can ye cfcape the damuation of hell. If mercy interpofe not , as the cold grave muft 
But L will have no mercy upon 
her children: for they are the children of fornications J że, they are not onely mii- 
begotten and illegitimate, ( which though no fault of theirs, yet is their reproach, 
as hath been faid in the Notes on the former chapter ) butthey are children of for. 
nications inanactivetente too ; they have learned of their mother to fornicate : they 
are as good at refilting the holy Ghott, as ever their Fathers were, ths 7.51. they 
fill up the meafure of their fathers fix, thar wrath may come apoa then to the at- 
moft, Children as they derive from their parents a curted birth. blot which comes 
by propagation ; fo they are very apt to fall into their vices by imitation : and chen 
they me both their own and their parents infquitics, ; 
Verfe 5. Fortheir mother bith pliid the harlot] Being a wife of Wwhoredoms chap.t. 
2. (feethe Note there, ) therefore f will not have mercy upon her children, bur 
will voot ost all ber increafe, job.31.12. Either the thall commit whoredom, and 
notincreafe, Fof-4.10.Or if fhe do,it is for mifchief: be hall bring forth children to 
the murtherer : or atleaft, fhe fhall bequeath them a fear full legacy of fin and punith- 
ment, worfe then that leprofie that Gekezi left tohis potterity, or that Joab ltt to 
his, 2 Sam.3.29.lamencts and gonerrhea, Gc. It isa dangerous thing to keep up 
the fucceffion of a fin in the world, and to propagate guilt from one generation to 
another: itis a great provocation. When the wickedneffe of fuch is ripe in the 
field ( and they have filled up the meafure of their fathers fins ) God wiil not let it 
ihed to grow again : but cuts it up by a jult and feafonable vengeance, Ler parents 
therefore break off their fins and get into Gods favour : if for nothing elfe, yet for 
their poor childrens fake : labouring to mend that by Education which they have 
marred by propagation and evil example. And let children of wicked parents ( as 
they tender their own eternall good ) take Gods counfell, Ezek 20.ver/.18.30. Are 
ye polluted after the manner cf your fathers ? and commit ye whoredom after their 
abominations ? Oh, walk ye notafter the ftatutes of your fathers : neither obferve 
their judgements, nor defile yur felves with their idols. Truc itis men are won- 
derous apt to dote upon thcir fathers doings, and are hardly drawn off from their 
wasn converfation by received tradition from their anccftors 1 Pet.1.18. A bove majori 
difcit arare minor Prefcription is held Authoritie futficient. 4e ex ca opinione guam & 
majoribus accepi de cultu deorum nillius unquam movebit or.ttto, faith T #//v, No man 
thall ever diffwade me from that way of divire worfhip that my forefathers lived 
and died in. It is reported of a certain Monarch of Aforocco, that having read Saint 
Pauls Epiftles he liked them fo well, that he pvofefled that were he then to chufe 
his Religion, he would, before any other, embrace Chriftianity, But every one 
ought, faid he, todicin his own Religion : and the leaving of the faith wherein he 
was born was the onely thing that he difliked in that Apoftle. Thus He. Sed teto 
erravit celo, Antiquity mult have no more Authority then what it can maintain, 
tuo? dpycia Riv Inots 6 Xess, Aine Antiquity ( {aid Ignatius ) is Chrif Jefus, whos 
tard not co the young man, Doas thy forefathers,buc Follow thon me. She that con- 
ceived them hath done foamefully | She hath utterly fhamed her felf and all her 
friends ; husband,children, all. The woman is or fhould be the glory of the man. 
Solomons good hufwife was fhe, Prov.31.28,29. Her children rife up and call her 
blefed : her husband alfo, and he praifeth her, faying, Many daug: ters have ‘done 
vertnonfly : but thon excellef chem all. Alphonfus King of Arragon was once re- 
folyed 
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folved never to commend his wife, left he fhould be accounted immodett, or uxo- 
rious : butafterwards he changed his mind, and was fo taken with his wives ver- 
tues and conftancy, that he refolved to praife her qs#ocrn9 in trivio, gig; obvio, fine 
modo et modeftia in all places and companies,&c. So did Budeur Parens, and others. 
Buta wicked wife, (an harlot efpecially ) puts her husband to the blufh andisagreat pyy, Tacit, 
heart-break,as Livia was to Auguftus( Endemus was both her Phyfician and her ftal- utinam aut cate 
lion) his children alfo proved ftart naught: which made him with that either he had debs vixigem, 
lived a Batchelour,or dicd childleffe. Righteon{ne{s exalteth a nation : but fin is a m orbusperir(= 
Shame to any people. It is the {nuff that dimmeth their candleftick , the leaven that Prov.14.34. 
fowreth their Paffeover,the reproach that rendreth them a proverb and a by-word, Deur23- 
an aftonifhment and an hiffing,a taunt and a talk to other countries. Such was I/raeds Jet-25.9. 
Apoftafie & Idolatry, their fubjecting Religion to carnal policy in fetting up the two Ezek.s. 18. 
calves,and Bealimzwhen Ephraim fpake thire was trembling sand then he exalted him- 
Self tn \frsl : but when be offended in Baal, he died Hof. 13,1. W hilft hefkept clofe 
to God, who but Ephraim. None durft quack, butall quaked at the name of E phra- 
im he was on high, and much honoured. But when he declined to Idolatry, he 
became contemptible : and every paitry advertary caft dirt in his face, and crowed 
over him. So true is that of Solomon,The wife foall inherit glory : but foume fhall be 
the promotion of fools: What a victorious Prince was Henry the fourth ot France, 
till he « for politike refpects ) turned Papiit ? Till then he was Bonus Orbs :y 
butafter that, Orbus Bout,as the wits of the time played upon his name Borbosins, 
by way of Anagram. Once he was ( before his revolt ) perfwaded by Dx-Pleffy CO rife of Phil: 
do publike penmnce for having abufed the deughter of a certain Gentleman ith ge sorney. 
Rochel, by whom he hada fon. Hereunto he was drawn with fome ditticulty, being 
read, to fighta battle: and this was no difgrace to him: But when, by compliance 
atleaft, he became an Idolater for lucre of a crown, and love of life, he became a 
vile perfon,as Antiochus is called,Dan.14.21. and was worthily lafhed with rods by 
the Pop:, in the perfon of his Embaffadours ; and butchered by the inftigation of 
thofe Jeluites whom he bafely recalled into France, whence they had been banifhed, 
and admitted them into his bofom ; making Father Corto his Confeffour et fic pro- 
brofe fe geffit, ct rem confufione dignam admifit, as bere. He both fhamed and undid 
himfelt. For foc hath faid,\ will go after my lovers] Amafios meos, My fweet-hearts, Marbeck, 
thofe that have drawn away my heart from my husband. But if that perfecutour 42.4 Mon. 
could fay to the Martyr. What (a devil) made thee to meddle with the Scriptures 2 
how much better might it be faid to the Synagogue, (and fo to all Apoftates / What 
(adevill ) meant you to go a whoring from fuch an husband ( who is terms, totas Cant.5.16, 
defiderabilis, altogether lovely, even the chief of ten thonfand, ) after dumb idols 
and falfe Prophets who are their brokers ( proxenete et proci ) and {pokefmen ? 
Athenass brings in Plato bewailing himfelfand his own condition, that he was taken 
fo much witha filthy whore. Adultery is filthineffe in the abftract : fo is alfo idola- Gillin 
try : and therefore idolsare called by a word that fignifieth the very CXCTEMERIS Bek 29.3, 
that come outofaman ; a tearm too good for thofe dunghill-deitics, thofe abomi- 1 Pet.g.30 
nable idolatries, as Saint Peter exprefieth it. Mention is made in hiftories of a cer- 
tain heathen prople that punifh adultery with death : and with fuch a death as is 
fuitable to the fin.For they thruft the adulterers or adultereffes head into the paunch 
of abeat, where licth all the filth and garbage of it , there tobe ftifled to death. reteta 

: ; ; engi. 
Sodom and Gomorrha had fire from heaven for their burning luft : and ftinking brim- Jude7. 
ftone for their ftinking brutifhneffe. They are alfo thrown out (as St. Jde phrafeth 
it) for an example, fuffering the vengeance of eternall fire. And in the like pickle are 
the Beaft, and the falfe Propket ( thote Arch-idolaters ) for thefe both are caf alive prays g, 
inton lake of fire burning with brimftene Rev.19.20. And worthily, fith they de- 
clared thcir fins as Sodom, they bid it not : Andas this hufwife in the text : who faid 
I will go after my lovers | the did, of wickednefs forethought, upon deliberation,de 
induftriayes confilio wiltully and of purpofe,impudcntly and without all fhame of fin, 
fay ,T wik go after. This was fhameles indeed: They fhouldrather have gone after her, Dent. 23.18; 
then fhe after them. A4o/es fitly compareth a whore toa /a/e-bitch that is followed af- 
ter by all the dogs ina town. And am I dogs-head,faid Abner to Ifbofbeth,2 Sam.3.8. 
that is.Am I fo given to luft & lafcivioufnes as dogs are that run after every falt-bitch? 


But this harlot verified that faying in Ezekiel, The contrary is in thee from other wo- 
men 
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men in thy whoredoms : whereas none followed thee to commit whoredoms thou followeft 
them; and glorieft in thy fo doing, as Lots daughters did in their deteftable inceft, 
naming their children Moab, that is, a birth by my father ; and Benammi, that is, 
begotten by one of my near kindred. Thefe all might have held their tongues with 
fhameenough. But fuch kinde of finners are fingularly impudent, fer.3.3. infatu- 
ated, Hof. 4.11. and paft feeling, Ephe/. 4.19, And fo are Idolaters wickedly 
wilfull, and irreclaimable for moft part. Sec fer. 44. 16, 17, & 2.10. Lfay 44. 
19, 20, A feduced heart hath turned him afide, that he cannot deliver his foul; 
nor fay, Ts there not a lie in my right band? How ftiffe arc Papiftsto this day in de- 
fence of their Image-worfhip ? how fevere againit fuch as deface, or but difgrace 
them > Murther is not fo hainous afin, &c. 

That give me my bread and my water, Gc. J] What can be more like to the do- 
ings of the Papifts then this? faith Daens. Who knows not what ftiit they make, 
and what thanks they return to their He-Saints, and She-Saints, and how they fa~ 
crilegioufly transfer the glory due to God alone, to the creature. The Lord right- 
ly refolveth the genealogy of corn, wine, and oil into himfelt, vere 22. of this 
chapter. And the Apofte tells us, that it is He thar fileth mens hearts with food 
and gladueffe, AĜ. 14. 17. 

Et cum chariffima Semper, 

Munera fint Anthor qua preciofa facit. 

This fhould make us lift up many an humble, joyfull, and thankfull heart to God: 
well content ifwe may have offam et aquam, bread and water, and the gofpel: and 
vowing with 7acob, that if God will give us bread to eat, and raiment to puton, 
then fhall he be our God, and we will honour him with the beft of our fubttance. 
As for other gods, whether Pagan, or Papagan, fay we as that Heathen did, 
Contemno minutulos ios deos modà Jovem mihi propitium hibeam, J care not For 
thefe petty-deities: J truftinthe living God, who giveth us all things richly to cn- 
joy: All things, 1 fay, both ad efam, et ad ufum, for back and belly, ( befides bet- 
ter things ) which is all that carnall people care for. ‘here be many ( too many ) 
that fay (and can skill of no other language ) Who will fhew us any good? who 
will give us bread, water, wooll, oil, &c ? they look no higher, know no heaven 
but plenty, hell but penury, God buc their belly, whereunto they offer facritice 
with Polsphemsiss, and care for no more, quam ar ventri bene fit xt lateri, then 
that their bellies may be filled, their backs fitted. Let them have but plenty of 
victuals, and the Queen of heaven fhall be their good Lady, fer. 44. 17. Pafe 
{pirits look onely after low things: gain and credit carry them any way. They work 
for their peny a day ; and are like little children, which will not fay their prayers 
unleffe they may be promifed their breakfatt : Whereas a true worfhipper of God 
foareth aloft, hath his feet at leaft, where other mens heads are, trades for higher 
commodities, cannot be put off with mean matters. When great gifts were fent to 
Luther, he refufed them with this brave fpeech, Valde proteftatus {um me nolle fic 
fatiari: I deeply protefted, that I would not be put off by God with thefe low 
things. The Papifts offered to make him a Cardinal, if he would be quiet. He 
replied, No,not if I might be Pope. They fent Vergerius, the Popes Nuncio, to 
tempt him with preferment, and to tell him of Ezezs Sylvius, who following his 
own opinions, with much flavery and labour, could get no further preferment then 
to be Canon of Trene, but being changed to the better, became Bifhop, Cardinal, 
and finally, Pope Pius 2. . The fame Vergerins al minded him of Beffarion of 
Nice, who of a poor Collier of Trapexond, became a great renowned Cardinall, 
and wanted not much of being Pope. But what faid Luther toall this ? Contem- 


` 3 ptus eff a me Romanus et favor, et furor , I care neither for the favour nor fury 


of Rome. The Bramble thought ita brave bufineffe to raigne over the trees : not 
fo the vine and fig-tree. We read of Pope Silvefter, that he gave his foul to the 
devil for feven yeers enjoyment of the Popedome ; which Luther fpurn’d at. One 
good caft of Gods loving countenance, was more to David then a confluence of 
all outward comforts and contentments. Thou haft put gladnefe in mine heart, 
faith he, more then in the time that their corn, and their wine increafed, Pfz4.7. 
Their cora, and their wine hecalleth it 3 becaufe it is their portion, ( poor fouls ) 
and they are too too well apaid of it, Wealth upon any Cearms is welcome to nam 
an 
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T thofe are their lovers that will | i hough it be the devil 
` lovers that will keep them toit, yea thoug 

moi ic ee alfo here they feem to have learned when they fay, my 

a id : water &c. All’s their own if you will beleeve them: like asthe devill 

fot ee ae saviour Luk. 4. 6. All this wealth is mine and to whomfoever I will; 

ay ` 2 


Tsiveic. But God is the crue proprietary, the owner of all: and it is his alone to 
give it. 


fay Cui volo, do illa, Dax. 4. 22. The devill isGod of this world: buttis but tie 2 Cor. 4. 4. 
ay Cx 5 .- 


, ‘ing at chefe: orat beft, by ufurpation onely as Ab/alom was a 
pg a ioe i Lord ofall che kingdomes of the world, both for tem pbs 
ee a fpirituals ; ro difpofe of them at his pleafure. When he ae Sarni, 
he aek rhel big-fwola words, effote sa A pee a pe SS ae y oe 

hren t us, and princes of theworld. And by fuch bigh honours, : 
ae he akt with very may o o a ore 2 
his poet eficiaries in enuoufly confeffed, that he and tho we 
e odin de, nifi ut nos pafcat & veftiat then to get a poore living by 
E 


: ter better things: we Rev. 12. p. 
it. Ler Saints fay, Noneft mortale quod opto, we breath after bet g y 


vill 

: > under our feet and are above corn, wooll, flax &c. The devil 

fia eat aut mouthes with thefe palterments. Balaam may run oa ride on 

the wages of wickedneffe, and get a fword in his guts. Abab ee hs -o 

with mifchief, and fell himfelf to do wickedly: Jxdæs hunt a ooa n z 
and haftened to bis own place. But Mofes was of another fpiric, and retufe 


ies i Heb. ax. 37. 
called the fon of Pharoah’s daughter Heb. 11. 24. And thọfe Worthies in the Heb. 11- 37 


at were tempted with offers of profit and preferment, could not be 
ee a the devil, and he fled from them. The Mone Hi aa 
ed to Saint Panl, and he to the world. He was of too poe = isan a me 
no malleable matter : all was but dung and dogs-meat in is accoun ie : 3 - 
D. Taylor martyr was promifed not onely his pardon, but'great pomo : ns 
a Bifhoprick: but he would none of it: Another D. Taylour Bi wp o nee 
was violently thruft out of the Parlament-houfe in his jag in Q, ys a 
and deprived. Sowas Hirmanivs Archbifhop of Colen for certain re ; 


i jz id B. Bonner to Mr. Ib. 1444. 
; thes d advice of Martin Bucer, Idarefay, (faid B. 4 D 
Famke aa ie Cranmer would recantif he might have his living : fo judg- zb, 1578. 


imfelf. imei hax ith their Bifhopricks in 
i s by himfelf. But Latimer and Shaxton parted wit he 
Ki te eiolits time, rather then to fubmit to the fix Articles. And na 
Kns fufed a Bifhoprick offered him by King Edward the fixth, as having aliqui 
eae cum Axtichrifto: fo did Miles CoverdaleinQ. Elifabeths raigne; chu- 

71 : ‘ 

fing rather to continue a poore Schoolmafter. 
much glory in thofe dignities an 


i saints : tter grounds. ; ae 
gs De ger ane. re Rae up thy way with thoras |i, e. with difficulties 
and di itele ; So God had fenced up fobs way o7 hecould a pafs, R > A 
i eh in hi im in hi nd fo he ha - 

ad thrown the crofs in his way, to {top him in his career. 
$ ety chor h (eeu that fhe could not get out. Lam. 3. 7. ke had les ei 
wayes with bewen fione, and made her paths crooked. Verf: 9. A great eee i 
onfidered though grievous to the Aefh, that loveth notto be cooped or kep 


i ;ild- fed tothe wildernefle, Jer. 2, 24, 
ithi affe. Man is fitly compared to a wild-affe colt u , 
a at her lale, rude and unruly, untamed, and untractable, Job. 11. 12. 


ithi ri fuch no {mall punifh- 
1 cept by hedges and fences within a pafture, feemes to l j 
na ela rola they any thing aie: i avant ola : ey 
ay have the devil their péay-felow: But the at no | 
ae ae iamistas: ventre oblettat, see ligat : he playes Fa MERE 
lyes in wait for the precious life, as that harlot. Prov. 6. 26. 
content hint In me wifdome therefore, and no Iefs mercy to mens fouls, doth 


God reftrain, and bound them by afHlictions, that they may not un we = S 
would: nor feed upon the devils commons which would fat n in ob an 
the flaughter. This made fob prize affliction as a fpeciall ear baer es 
Ferom prayeth,Corre& me O Lord, Chap 10. and Luther to like purpole, 


ike, i ing Alfred 
ne, feri clementer - Strike Lord, ftrike, it fhall be a mag And King : bbe 


; i ¿ag Knox hisli 
Pliny faith of Cato, that a a as ient ie 
d honours that he denyed, ai ee t ue on : A 

ae t alfo to fay that he had rather men fhou queftion why he Plin, Nar, hift, 
E P ae OAE erected to him, then why he had: Certainely itis fo pref. 


Dan hif fol. 
14. 
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prai’d God alwayes to fend him fome fickneflz, whereby his body might be tamed, 
and he che-becter affectioned to God-ward. 1t is obferved by one of our Chroni- 
chers, that AiHiction fo held in the Sexox Kings in the Dzwick, wars, as having litele 
out-lets or leiture for eafe and luxury, they were made the more pious, juft, and 
carefull in their government: otherwife it had been impoilible fo co have held out 
&c. Sure itis, that if God did not hedge usin (as by his hedge of protection Jf. 5. 
5- fo) by his hedge of aifiction as here, no reafon would rule xs, no cords of 
kindveffe would containe us within the bounds of obedience. Dues himfelf be. 
fore he was afflétted, I went ajtray faith He: But God brought him home againe 
by weeping croffe. He once fo leapt over the pale, that he broke his bones, and felt 
the paine of it to his dying day: he brake Gods hedge, anda Serpesr bit bim, 
Ecclef? 10. 8. bisconfcience flew in his face, the guilt whereof is compared by 
Solomoa to the biting of a Serpent and fting of an Adder. Prov. 23. 32, he roared 
for the difguiccac{fe of hisheart : But better fo, then roare in hell, where is punifh- 
ment without pitty, mifery without mercy, forrow without fuccour, crying without 
comfort, mifchict without meaiure, torment without end and paft imagination The 
Prophet -dmos likeneth incorrigible perfons to horfes running upon arock, where 


- firft they break their hoofs, and then their necks, Amo. 6. 12. Another fitly 


Val. Max. 
Christian, 


NSn. 


compareth them to that Jeluitin Lancafhire who followed by one that found his 
glove with a defire to reftore it him, burt purfued inwardly by a guilty confcience, 
leapesover an hedge, plunges intoa marlepit behind it unfcen, and unthought of, 
wherein he was drowned. To prevent their deferved deftruction (if ir may be) 
God telleth them here that he will not only bedg them in, ber wall up their way, 
And make a wall macerabo maceriam, I will walla wall, and immure her: as 
jealous husbands do their wives whom they miftruit: And this God fpeaks by an 
-Apoftrophe to others, as loathing the thought that ever he fhould be put co it, / wil 
make a Wall that foe hall not find her paths} q. de Wehamper her and handle her as 
fhe was never handled. By alike pailionate Apoffrophe Gen. 4.9. 4. old Jacob, 
fpeaking of Rubens incelt, Thos weateft up co thy fathersbed : then defiledft thou it: 
moved with the odioufneffe of the fact, he breaks off his fpeech to Reaben, and tur- 
ning him to che reft, headdeth, He went up tomy couch. q. d. Out uponit, lam 
the worfe to chinkofit. Adaginus telsus, that in Lituania the men are fuch wit- 
tals, that they fuffer their wives to have their ftallions whom they call Cennubij 
adjutores, and prize them far above all their accquaintance. And Balthafar E xne- 
rus telleth us of a certaine Duke of Oppania, who marrying a Lituanian Lady, and 
going forth to meet her, when the came firftto him: he found in her company 
one of that rank, a lufty young fellow ; whom when he underftood what he was 
and wherefore he came, votit laniandum canibus objicere, he was once in minde to 
make dogs-meat of him, Butunderftanding that it was the cultome of that coun- 
trey, he fenthim home againe without further hurt. The Lord our God is a jea- 
lous God: and be the Gods ofthe Heathen good fellowes, faith One, yet he will 
not endure corrivals: nor fhare his glory with another. by trimmeft thos thy 
way tofeek love >? And why gaddeft thou about fo much to change thy way, thon aljo 
foalt be ahamed of Egypt as thou waft afbamed of Affyria, Tea thou fhalt go ferth 
from bin, i.e. from the Egyptian thy prefent patron and protector. Med thy bands 
spon thy head, which was the gelture of women in great forrow. 2 Sur. 1 3.19, for 
the Lord hath rejected thy confidence and thon Jhalt not profper in ther, fer. 2.33. 36. 
37. This people to have a ftake in ttore,howfoever the dice chaaced to turn, fought 
to joyn friendfhip affoon with the 4fyrian. aswith the Egiptian, and foto fecure 
themfelves: butitwould not do. They followed after theje lovers, but could never 
overtake them. Egypt proved but a broken reed. Aflyria the rod of Gods 
wrath, the ftaffin hishand, Ef. 10. 5. yea the hedge of his making, hemmed them 
in by ftraight fieges, both at Samaria and Perufalem: cll at length the Romans 
came, and walling them abour, till they were forced to yield, toeh away both their 
place and their nation, according to that they feared, Job. 41. 48. and caufed to 
ceafe the dayly facrifice which they would needs tillthen hold out in oppofition 
to the Goipell. That foe fhall not finde her paths} thofe high-waies to hell wherein 
fhe hath hitherto tired her felf, by trotting after her lovers. Drufzs noreth here, 


that an harlot hath her name in the Chaldean tongue from her tracing up and down; 
delighting 


ean 
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delighting to be abroad altogether, rofee, and to be feen, that fhe may draw in 
the filly-fimple. See Prov. 7.11, 12. with the Note. God is able to {trike fuch 
people with fuch blindneffe as he-did the wicked Sodomites at Lots door, Jubito 
fcotomate, faith Junins, fuch as tormented their eyes, as if they had been prickt 
with thorns, as the Hebrew word there fignifieth, Gez. 19. 11. See Pfal. 75-0. 
Hai. 29.19. & 19.11,12,13. The fool knoweth not how to go to the city, Fecle/- 
10.15. they are fo blinded and baffled many times in their own wayes. Cod loves 
to make fools of them. 
Verfe7. And foe foall follow after her lovers, ] Follow them hot-foor, purfue 
them eagerly and earneftly, as che hunter doth his game, or the purfivant, the 
party tobe arsefted: So little was fhe bettered by her former fufferings: Thus the 
blinde Sodomites continue groping ftill forthe door, as if they were ambitious of 
deftruction, which was now even at next door by. And thus Pharaoh, that fturdy 
rebell, rageth againft God, and menaceth Mofes with death , then, when that 
palpable groffe darknefle was upon him. This was one of thofe wild bylls in a net 
that was tull of the fury of the Lord, //e. 51.20. He was full of it, and yer lay 
raging againft ic, adding impatience to his impenitence, and paflive diffobedience 
to his active. Another Bull of the fame breed was Abaziah, who fent a third 
Captain after the two former had been confumed with fire from heaven: asif he 
would defpitefully {pit in the face of heaven,‘and wreftle a fall with the Almighty. 
And a third was that flubborn ftigmatick Akaz, who the more he was diftreffed, 
the morc he trefpaffed, This is that King Ahaz, 2 Chron. 28.22. Thee men loft 
the fruit of their afflictions ; which indeed was a great loffe, but that they were 
not fenfible of it. Thofe that belong to God fhall have ftroke upon ftroke, one 
croffe inthe neck of another, till they be kindly humbled, and brought home to 
their firft husband. God will ftrike a parting-b/ow, betwixt them and their fiweer- 
hearts ; and make them pollute the Idols which they had once perfumed, E/ay 30. 
22, She foal follow them, but fhe fhall not overtake them, |. Perfequetur, fed non 
affequetur, She fhall meet with difappointmenc, but it fhall be in mercy: fhee 
Thall be croft with a blefling, chaftened by the Lord, that fhe may not be condem- 
ned with the world. She fhall feek for favour and fuccour at her fweet-hearts hands, 
but allin vain, they fhallall forfake her, and fhall change their ancient love into 
mortall hatred, fer, 2.36. Ezek, 36. 17. Itis the ufuall practite of the devil, and 
his inftruments, to bring men into the briers, and there to leave them to fhiftas 


ee 
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they can: thus the Pharifees dealt by Judas ; What is that to is ? fay thev ; see thon Matt.a7-4/ 


to that; they left him when they had Jed him to his bane, like as familiars leave 
their witches, when they have once brought them into fetters. God dealeth not to 
with any of his, when he is moft angry. Butasin very faithfulneffe he afflitts them, 
thar he may be true co their fouls. Sowhen they fo¥ow bard after him, as David 
did, they are {ure to overtake him, though perhaps ‘not prefently ; when they feek 
him, they are fure to finde him, fo they fearch for him with all their heart, Jer.29. 
13. ‘Trueit is, that God often by the hand of the enemy, as by a purfivane at 
Arms, fetcheth in bankrupt tenants, that is, hisown untoward and backfliding 
people, and feaveth them in the purfivants hand, till they take fome courfe to fa- 
tisfic for their arrears. But that once done, he will foon fet them at liberty, and 


make them glad, according to the dayes wherein he had affli@ed them. Leta PPL 9: 


poor fou! but fay, as here, / will go and return to my firft husband, } that isto God. 
t have run away trom him, by my fins, I will now return again to him by repent- 
ance. Let there be but fuch language in the hearts of Gods prodigals, and he 
will foon relent toward them, meet them on the way, 4/4. 65.24. fall upon their 
necks and kiffethem, Lake 15.20. hee will receive them with all fweetneffe. 
Jam ex boc loco licet colligere qua fit vera refipifcentia, faith Calvin here. By this 
Text we may gather what true repentance is : Namely,when a finner not onely con- 
feffeth himfelf guilty, and worthy of punifhment, but truly difpleafeth himfelf, 
and ferioufly returnes to God. Here we have thofe two effential parts of true 
Repentance, fe. Contrition, and converfion ; or Humiliation, and Reformation. 
The former iscalled in Scripture, Repentance for fin, the latter, Repentance from 
fia: and the one without the other isto no purpofe or profit. for then was it bet- 
ter with me then now, ] Jt was{o: but how came you to conceive or confider of it 
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inthis fort ? but by difappointments and afflictions? Thefe are to us as Benhadads 
bek counfellours, that fent him with a cord about his neck tothe mercifull King of 
Ifracl. The Septuagint render the Text thus ; For he was good to me thea, o’re he is 
now. And what wonder? Is there any thing to be gorten by departing from 
Chrift, by leaving thy firft love, by quenching the fpiric, and making Apoftacie 
trom former degrees of grace, and holineffe? Can any ion of Feffe do for us as 
Chyift can ? or do we thinkto mend our felves by running out of Gods bleffing in- 
to the worlds warm Sun, as Demas did ? O call me not Naomi, faid fhe once, bur 
call me Marah: for I went out full, and am come home empty. So doth a revolted 
Chriftian fay, when he comes from the act of finning, when he hath been feekin 
after his /weet-bearts: he went with his heart full of peace, and his hand full of 
plenty ; and meeting with a bargain of finning, thought to eeke out his happinefs, 
and make ir fuller (as Solomon did ) but came home empty: empty of comfort, 
but laden with croffes. He hath loft his evidences, is excommunicated from the 
power of the Ordinances, ts under the terrour of a wounded fpirit, is buffected by 
Satan, is out of hope of ever recovering the radiancy of his graces, hath his back- 
burden of afflictions: fo chat heis forced co confeffe it to be the greateft madnefle 
in the world, to buy the fweereft fin at fo deer a rate. David found it fo, the Shs- 
lamire found it fo, Cant. 5.1, 2, &c. No reft fhe had at home, nor comfort abroad, 
till fhe had recovered her firft husbands company ; for then it was better with her 
then now ; and yet now too, upon her hearty repentance, all becomes as well with 
her as ever it had been before, Chap. 6.4, &c. Was it not fo likewife with Epbhra- 
im, Ier. 31.19, 20,21. with the Prodigall, Lake 15. with Peter after bis fhame- 
fullrecidivation. Let this then be to all Gods relapfed people as a valley of Achor, 
a door of hope, that they may be readmitted. Shall Sarah receive Hagar into 
favour ? Jofephhisbrethren? David his Abfolom, Philemon his Onefimxs? Shall 
that Nox-fuch Ahab, fhew mercy to his profeft enemies the Syrsazs, that had the 
fecond time fet upon him? And fhall nor God receive his repenting children ? 
fetch home his banifhed, yea though they may feem to be as water {pilt upon the 
ground ? bring them back into his own bofome, though they have never fo far 
wandred out of the way ? He will, he will. Onely he expects that they fhould fay, 
and do, as the Church of Ifrael here, and as the Church of Ephefus is advifed, 
Revel. 2.4. Firft, Remember whence ye are fallen: fc. not onely from your former 
feelings and comforts, but alfo from your former fitneffe for Gods kingdome ; 
that yas aptitudinale ( as the Schoolscall it) that David himfelf had parted with 
for a feafon, and therefore is called plain David fo oft together, and not my fer- 
vant David, as formerly, 2 Sam. 24.12, &c. Secondly, Kepest : Sigh out that of 
Jobas 23,4 10b, O thar I were asin moneths paft, as inthe dayes when God preferved me | When 
his candle fhined spon my head, and when by his light I walked thorow darkneffe: 
As I was in the dayes of my youth, whenthe fecret of God was upon my tabernacle: 
When the Almighty was yet with me, Gc. O it was far better chen with me, then 
now. Thus relent, repent, revenge upon your back-flidings ; {pare for no pains, 
but be extraordinarily humbled : deteft your felves, give God no reft till he return 
unto his reft, &c. Thirdly, Do your firft works,with a redoubted diligence for your 
former negligence; and tie your felves thereto by folemne Covenant. Begin 
(though at firft but faintly ) to pray, read, confer, meditate, ceafe from fin, fhan 
the occafions, recover by degrees as a weak body doth by good diet, moderate ex- 
ercife,&c. 

Ferfe 8. For foe did not know ] i.e. She would not be aknown or affected, of 
this the was willingly ignorant, as S. Peter hathit, 2 Epift. 3. Ut liverins peccet 
libenter ignorat, as Bernard, Her ignorance was not a meer nefcience, or an invin- 
cible ignorance, fuch as fhe could not help; but it was wilfull, affected, acquired : 

Tu adepol, fi they not onely defired not the knowledge of Gods wayes, but haced it, {pu:n’d 
fapis quod fcis, and {corn’d at it, fhutting the windows left the light fhould comein: and being 
nefcies.Terent. blinded by the God of this world, left the light of the glorious Gofpel of Chrift 
fhould fhine unto them, 2 Cor. 4. 4. left they fhould fee and fay that which Na- 

ture and Scripture do both teach them, viz. that allcheir accommodations and 

comforts come from mealone. Had this their ignorance been meerly negative, 

yethad they not been wholly excufed. The Apoftle noteth, that our eee laid 

own 
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down his precious life even for the not-kuewings of 
pull oe not help, aa 9.7. but there EE i 
egree or ingratitude and impudence, anda very great ageravati i sap Aer 
made it to be fin with an accenr, wickednefs witha wane Ve aes : fe j 
then the Ox and the Affe ( that knowes his owner and his mafters crib, Ufai.r ihe 5 
fell below the ftirrop of reafon, nay of fenfe. Hence God fo Paaa ie me 
ter both there and here, Non femel hoc peccatum carpit , faith Mercer : he c non 
fatisfic himfelf in faying how much it troubled him to be thus unkindly, un ei = 
fully, and unreafonably dealt withall: it runneth in his thoughts, his hena Seal 
at it, and he muft vent himfelf. And when he hath told his gricf, and specced 
his wrong, yet he hath not done with it: but is upon ic again and again; {till con 
vincing, upbraiding ; charging J/rae/ for their foul and inexcufable unfaithfulnefs 
and unthankfulnefs, Eandem fententiam quia fanila et neceffaria efl, reperit faith 
Occolampadim here ; he repeates over the fame he hid faid before, out of ti 
trouble of his fpirit : and that they might once lay it to heart and be humbled : 
that I gave her corn and wine and oil, Gc. ] A great deal more then the reckons 
spon v.5 and yet payes her rent there to a wrong Landlord too. God is well content 
eae we have the benefit, and comfort of his creatures, fo he may have the praife: 
: is is all the rent he lookes for ; and this he indents with us for Pfal.so. i the 
paar alte owing his mind, promife it him, and bind themfelves toitas did Ja- 
I T n H Pfal. 51.14. For they know that ingratitude forfeits 
aes is text. She would not know, but ile make her know : ut qui ex copia da- Hieroniin 
H m oe ses n penuria, for fhe fhall faft another while, and go lam, 
> &c. ) erchants non-payment of cufto 
loffe of all his commodities. Hence the feft care to fee God inal pedir B 
geh FA propi in reas i talt the fuperabundant fweetrieh of God in the 
ne creatures; to look uponall, as fwimming towards them i 
slaty oe as being a piece of his purchafe : and this exceediogly Teen 
z se aa orts.God Zive thee the dew of heaven faith Tfaac to his fon Jacob Gen27 
T e Eee likewife, had the like, but not witha God give thee : neither cared 
butthe diference in mhet eo beeinee Tone ee withthe Saints. Se 
t > 1Ong alter this Ger. 33. ° J 
ee sine pape 4 himfelf, ( likea peep beaft made Ree a ey wei 
le of the creature, cryes out I have exe : 
thon haft to thy felf. But mark how feces delivers himtelf: eae a ire 
I pray thee my bleffing that is brought to thee:becaufe God hath dealt gracionfl with : 
and becaue 1 have enough, Seca like difference between the rich fools Haber mule h 
Thou haft much good: laid up for many years, Luke 12.19. and Davids doxolo: 7: 
1 Chron.29.13.16. O Lord our God, all this ftore cometh of thine hand and is al 
thine own. And tothe {ame purpofe {peaks Eliezer, Gen.24.35. The Lord hath 
a my mafter, flocks, herds, filver, gold, &c.and Job, chap.1.21. The ncgle& of 
a on near a ie ction 7 to him is the fourceof muchfin in the world 
ther of much mifchief. Jer.2,3. God chargeth his peo e 
gone a from him and had made his heritage an Deea ps aaah y kee 
os ethey didnot fay, where is the Lord that brought us up ont of the Land of 
ED pire. verf.6. Were men but {enfible of what God doth for them every da 
ane ons ed could not in equity and common ingenuity ferve him as they rd 
rae ae » and provideth for us all : layes us down and takes us up, gives us all 
a gst ki 22 enjoy, commanding the beft of his creatures to cater for us Hof.2. 
sh ne ring us in the beft of the beft for our {ubfiftence, P/al.8. Every good gift 
p Tie a i ERA a eho n a cometh from the Father of lights, 
i nd; 7 t doth from the Sun,or water from the Seal. L 
us therefore imitate thofe Lights of heaven and rivers of the ea dalde 
1 Lights rth, do 
ble ae may Rar good things God hath given Us, corn, wine, filver, PETIS 
an . ack toward, and return all the glory and praife unto the Sun of our 
Pari ' = 5, and Sea of our falvation. The beams of the Moon and Stars return as 
rofi 8 w the face of the Sun, which gave them their beauty, as they can 
es ne ip us ( femblably ) ever fend back to Gods own glorious felf, the ho- 
alt his gifts, by a fruitfull improvement of them, and frefh fongs of praife. 
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Let the ftreams of Gods daily bounty lead us ( as the water-courfe doth, either up- 
ward to the fpring, or downward to the main Occan )to the fource and Fountain 
whence they flow. Let the returns we make, be from God, of God, to God ; from 
him, as the Efficiezr, of him asthe Material, and to him as the finall caule : David 
joyneth thefe three together, P/a/.86.4,5. And Pex! Rom. t1.ule. In fine, letus . 
labour to be like the full ears of corn that hang down the head toward the carth, ` 
their originall. Or if any be fo gracioufly exalted, {o freely favoured above his fel- 
lowes, that his ftalk is {o ftiffe that itbeareth him upabove the reft of his ridge, 
let him look up to heaven ; not in thoughts of pride, but humble vowes of thank- 
fulnefs. Be not as borfe and mule that drink of the brook, but never think of the 
{pring : or as wine, that haunch up the maft but never look upto thetree: or as 
the barren earth, that fwallowes the feed, but rerurnes nothing to the fower,&c. 

which they bave prepared for Baal J Or, wherewith they have made Baal lavifh~ 
ing gold out of the bag, and weighing filver in the ballance, they hired a gold {mith and 
he made it a God : they fall down, yea they Worfbip, Efay 46 6. This Baal wasa 
Special Idol of the Zidonians : but firk of the Ch. ddces,who called him Bel ; the Car- 
Sinians Bal , whence thofe compofitions Hunaibal, Hafdrubal ; as amonegft the 
Babylonians Beltefoazzar Mehetabel, cc. Varro ( thovgh a Heathen , inveighes | 

Ertoremauxé- much again{t idols and images : and faith,that they that Arit brought them increafed 

prod iy errour, and took away fear. Plytarch faith, ic +s facril-dge to wos fhip by images,&c. 

merih Teis thought, they came firft from Babylon. For Niss having made an image of 
c his father Be/us ( this Baad in the text ) all that came to fee it, were pardcned for 

‘ all their offences : whence, in tme, that image came to be wo fhiyp d. A great 
premoter of this kind of Idolatry in J/rael was Ahab, in favour ot his wife Jezebel, 

and to ingratiate with her kindred, 1 King.16.31. and this was the minè of his 

houfe. This Baal was by the Zidonianscalled Jupiter Thal. ffinsox their fea- Jupiter, 

and is thought to betheir chiefGod. They had their Dij minorum gentium petty 

gods ( called ın {cripture the hoft of heaven, the queen of heaven, and a little fur- 

ther in this chapter Baalim ) the Greeks called them Aaipsves: which faith Plato, 

are certain tniddle-powers or meflengers betwixt God and man, to carry up prayers, 

: and bring down bleffings, &c, Quam autem hec damonum theologia convemiat cum 

Melt in Apoc, (anElorumet Angelorum cultu apud pfendochriftianes, res ipfa loquttur, faith learned 

48-115 —“Mafter Mede. How this doétrine of devils or heathen-deities agrecth with Saint- 

Melch.Adde Worlhip,and Angel-worfhip amonghe Papifts, is cafie to be difcerned. A great ftum- 

Germ. Theol, bling it is to both Jewes and Turkes,who know it to be contrary to the firft com- 

pee 81s, mandment: and image-worfhip, to the fecond. Whence the Turkes will not en- 

Lib.g. dure any images, nonetupon their coynes. And Paulus Jovius tells us, when Sultan 
Solyman had taken Buda in Hungary, he would not enter into the chief Temple of 
that city, to give praife to Almighty God for the victory, till all the images were 
firft down, and thraft out of the place. We read alfoof acertain Turkifh Embafs 

{adour,who being demanded why the Turkes did not turn Chriftians ? be antwered, 

pan the Chriftian Religion is againft fenfe and reafon : for they worfhip thofe 

hings that are ef leffe power then themfelves, and the works of their own hands: 
as thefe in the cext,that made them Baa/,yea(as if God had hired thern tobe wicked) 
they made it of the very gold and filver which he had given them, though for a better 
purpofe. And this was horrible wickednefs, hateful! ingratitude. This was to fue 
God with his own mony, to fight againft him with his own weapons, as David did 
againit Goliath,as Jehu did apainft Jeheram, andas Benhadad did againft Ahab with 
that life that he had lately given him.] read ofa menfter,who that very night that his; 
Prince pardoned and preferred him, flew him, and raigned in his ftead. This was 
Michael Balbus, and he is and fhall be infamous for it to all pofterity. Ingratitude is 
amonfterinnature. Lycurgus madenolaw againt it, qaod prodigiofa res effet bencfi-\ 
cium non rependere, To render good for evil is Divine: goed for good is humane: 


~ 
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evil for evil is brutifh : but evil for good is devilifh. And yet alafie how ordinary 
an evil is thisamongft us, to abufe, to Gods great difhonour, our health, wealth, 
wit, profperity, plenty, peace, friends, means, day, night, cor» wine, filver gold, 
all comforts and creatures, our times, our talents, yea the holy Scriptures, the 
Gofpel of grace, and our golden opportunities, the offers of mercy, and motions of 
the fpirit, turning our backs upon thofe bleffed and bleeding embracements,and pur- 
fuing 
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fuing our lufts (thofe idols of our hearts) thofe Beals, that is, Lords and hssbands +. .. 
. that have us at their beck, and check > Butisthis faire dealing? Do we thus re- Deut. 32. s. 

quite the Lord, foolif and unwife as we arc? Holy Ezra, thinks there is fo much 

unthankfulneffe and dis-ingenuity in fuch an entertainment of mercy, that heaven 

and earth would be afhamed of it, Ezra. 9. 13. Should we do fo? faith He, oh 

God forbid us any iuch wickedneffe. Others render it, which they have facrificed: 

or dedicated to Baal, for tdolaters {pare for no cot, Dum Denm alicaum dotant, 

as fome render that text Pfad. 16. 4. whiles they give their goods not to the Saints 

(as David) that are on the carth, but to another God. They /avifh gold out of the 

bag: aswe read of a certain King of this land, who laid outas much asthe whole 

crown revenues came to ina yeare, upon one coftly crucifix: and of another, that 

left by will a very great fum of mony tor the tranfporting of his heart, to be buried 

in the holy land, as they called it. How profufe papifts are in decking their maw- 

mets and monuments of idolatry; is better known chen that it needeth here to be 

fpokenof ‘heir Ledy of Loretto, that Queen of heaven, as they call her /tilo vete- nds bi 

ri, hath her Churches fo ftuffed with vowed prefents and memories, as they are faine Relat. e 

to hang their Cloifters and Churchyards with them. 

Verfe 9. Therefore will I returne]}i. e. 4 willalter my courfe, change my ftand, 
change the way of mine adminiftrations, deale otherwife with them then yet I 
have done: they fhallbear their iniquities, and know my breach of promife, as Num. 
14. 34. they fhall know the worth of mine abufed mercyes, by the want of them 
another while. will go and returne to my place, till they acknowledge their offence 
and feck my face: in their afflittion they will feck. me early. Finally, I wiil cut 
them fhort of alimony and hold them to ftraight allowance; and then I thall be por 7. 
fure to heare them howling upon their beds for corne and Wine: as dogs do that are 
tied up, and cannot come at their meat. And rake away my corn, and my wine] 
thofe precions fruits of the earth, as S. Fames calleth them, fames. 5. 7. the pro- 
duct of Gods great care, from years end to years end, Dest. 11. 12. without 
which the earth could not yield her increafe : neither would there be a veine for 
the filver, amine forthe gold, iron taken out of the earth, or brafs molten out of 
the ftone. Pob. 28. 3. All that we have is his, in true account, and he is the 
Great Proprietary, who onely can fay (as he in the golpel) Atay not I do what Iwill Mat, 20, 15. 
With mine own > And what fhould he fooner and rather do, then take away meate 
from his childe that marrs it? If fulneffe breed forgecfulneffe, (as the fed hawk 
forgets his mafter, and as the full Moon gets furtheft off from the Sun) fo men, 
when they have allthings at the full, forget God, and Wickedly depart from him, 
what can he do leffe then forget them (that fo they may remember themfelves) and peur 32.31. 
make fat Jefourn look with leane cheeks, that they may leave kicking, and learne Ify. 26. 9. 
righteoufnefie ? Neither doth God do this, till greatly provoked, cill there isa f 
caufe for it, Therefore I will returne. He may well fay, as that Roman Emperour 
did, when he was to pronounce fentence of death, Non nifi coattas, Iam even com- 
peľd to it, there zs nootherremedy, 2. Chron. 36. 16. Asa woman brings not 
forth but with paine; andas a bee ftings not, but provoked: fo here, Idle dolet 
quoties cogitar effe ferox, he afflictech not willingly, nor grieves the children of 
men, Lam. 3. 33. iv’sfin that maketh him returne as here: that puts him out 
of his road of mercy into wayes of judgment, that putteth thunderbolts into his 
hand, and maketh him do his work, his Strange work, and bring to pafs bis aik, his 

Strange aft. Vay. 28. 21. What cana Prince do lefs then difarmea rebel ? what 
can God do lefs, then take away his own and be gone from fuch an impudent adul- 
tereffe, asisheredefcribed? fhould he fuffer her with his corn to make cakes to Jer. 7. 18 
the Qu:en of heaven, and to poure outhis wine for drink-offerings to other gods, 
that they might provoke him to anger? No: rather then fo, he will cake away 
corn inthe time thereof, and his winein the Seafon thereof | He will cut off the meate 
from their very mouths, Yoel. 1. 16. and pull their morfel from between their 
teeth. Juft at harveft, when their corne is to be inned, God will blaftic, or o- 
therwife blow upon it, when all their old ftore is fpent, and they reckoned upon a 
good recruit, they fhall be defeated and fruftrated. T. herefore hath God watched 
upon the evill, and brought it upon us, faith Daniel, chap. 9, 14. Lo, God watch- 
eth his time when to be even with his enemies: and taketh Sis fitteft opportunity 
for 
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for their greater mifchief. They that are wicked overmuch foall dye before their time, 
Eccle. 7. 17. Not before Gods time (for fla- Za cuique dies, every mans timcis 
fet, Job. 7. 1. our bounds are prefcribed us, anda pillar pitcht up by him, who 
beares up the heavens, which we are not to tre{paffe) but before their own time 
that they had propounded and promifed to themfelves as that rich foole, Luk, 12. 
19. who talked to himfelf (as fooles ufe to do) Ferf. 17. faying Soul, thon haft 
much good laid up for many years. But we know what became of him that very night ; 
his many years were quickly up, his glafs was tun, when he thoughtithad bin but 
new turned. God þet at him wish an arrow Suddenly, he fetcht off this bird witha 
bolt whileft he was gazing at the bow, or pruning himfelf upon a bough. He 
chopt into the earth before he was aware: as one that walketh in the fnow chops 
into a pit. He died tempore non fuo (as fome render that forecited text in Ecclefias- 
tes) not in hisowntime, but in Gods time 3 then when it had been better for that 
foole to have done any thing, then to have died, becaufe (like Elies fons) hedied 
in his fins: and like Jezebels children, he was killed With death. This made Auftis | 
fay, that he would not for the gaine of a world, be an Atheift for one half hour: ? 
becaufe he knew nor but that God might, in thattime, call him: And then, what 
zs the hope of the hypocrite though he bath gained, when God taketh away bis foul? He 
is troubled, when God taketh away bes cora in the time thereof, and his wine in the 
feafon thereof: he is hungry and hardly beftead, and therefore ready tocurfe God, 
and look upward, howling againft heaven, as the hungry wolf. But firft he fhould 
confider, that the corn and wineand wooll and flax that he hath in keeping isnot 
his, but Gods ; and that he referves the propriety of allin hisown hand: neither 
hath any man ought, in reference to him the Monarch of the world, that he can 
call 4% own. ‘The rich fool indeed talked much on this manner, Luk, 12, 18. 
Twill pull down [my] barns and build greater, and there willl beftow all [zy] 
fruites, and [my ] goods. All was his own belike: God was not in all this mans 
thoughts; For if he had, he would foon have known what to have done: fc. he 
would have acknowledged God the Author and owner of all (as Mofes mindeth 
men) he would alfo have fed the hungry with his corn, and clothed the naked 
with his wooll and flax, as Tyrus converted did with her merchandife fay, 23. 18. 
he would have faid to God as David did, all things come of thee, and of thine own 
We give thee. Bernard reports of Pope Eugenin, that meeting with a poore but 
honeft Bithop, he fecretly gave him certain Jewels wherewith he might prefenc} 
him. 1f God did not firft furnith us out of his treafury ; we fhould have nothing 
wherewith either to honour him or to help our felves or othcrs; Gods poore, I 
meane, whom Solomon calleth swaers of onr goods and maketh us but their ftewards, 
Pro. 3. 27. with-hold not thy goods from the owners thereof. Next, the hunger- 
bit hypocrite fhould confider, that there is a worfe hunger yet behind: and an 
heavy account to be given of the'corn, wine, wool, and flax, the creatures that he 
hath deteyned in unrighteoufnefs, and {pent upon his lufts, fam. 4, 3. Ifthe huf- 
band men muft be afbamed and howl becaufe the harveft of the field ts perifoed: Ifthe 
drunkards muft wake, weep and waile becaufe the new wine is cut off from their 
mouths, foe/. 1. 5, 11, How fhall they much more howl in hell, vbi nalus un- 
quam cibus eft, nulla confolatio, faith Bernard, where there isno manner of meate, 
no drop of water to be had for love or mony: where they muft faft, and find no 
mercy forever, where they muft hunger and thirft ix eterno Dei as the Schooles 
{peak,as long as God is God. The fufferings of this world to the wicked, is butas che 
falling of the leaves in comparifon of the trees, that will fall upon him hereafter, in 
that eternity of extremities.If here, Ix the fulne fe of his Sefficiency ke fhall be in ftraits, 
andevery hand of the troublefome foall come upon him, When he is about to fill bis bel- 
ly, God fall caft the fury of bis wrath uponhim, and foall raine it “pon him while he 
zs eating, asitisthreatried Fob. 20. 22. 23. what think we, will their portion be 
in hell? Meane while God will recover his wool] and his flax | He will fnatch it away 
(as the word fignifieth) in great difpleafure, as aman doth his ftolen goods out 


from Chedor-laomer, as David did his wives, goods, and friends from the Amale- 


wine, weell, Gc. groan heavily under 
the abufe of graceleffe perfons, Rom. 8. 22. and God heareth them, as he did 
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yare the enfignes of mans fin, and the cover of our fhame. 
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the oppreffed Ifraelites in Egypt, for he is grations, He hears them I fay, and recos . 


veisthem: He fpoiles their poffeffours of them, as Pacob did Laban of his fheep; 
as the //raelites did the Egyptiaxs of their Jewels: the fame word is ufed there, as 
here, and it isa wonderfull fignificant word faith Mercer, S. Paul, imitateth it, 
when he faith the creature fhall be delivered from the bondage of corruption. This 
God doth when he {natcheth away kingdomes from tyrants, wealch fron world- 
lings, ftrength from royfters, {pirituall common gifts from the proud and fecure. 
Zech. 11. 17. Seethe note there, when men abufe mercies, they forfeit their 
right in them: wicked men have not oncly a civill ticle, bur aright before God to 
the things that they poffefle ; It istheir portion, P/a/. 17. 14- And what Anani- 
ashad was his own whiles he had it, AF. 5, And God gave Egypt to Nebwchad- 
wexzar as pay for his painsintaking Zyre. True itis, all was forfeited in Adam = 
but wicked men have yet aright to all they do enjoy’ in a lawfull way, by divine 
donation, till the day of execution : As when a traitour hath his life given him, for 
a time at leaft, he hath meate and drink alfo given him to maintain his life for that 
time. God dealeth not as that cruel Duke D’a/va did, who ftarved fome prifoners 
after that he had given them quarter, faying, Though I promifed you your lives, I 
promited notto finde you meate. ‘that which wicked men are charged with, and 
fhall be accountable for, is, not their right to ufe the creatures, bur their not right 
ufingthem: This makes the creature cry in its kinde and long for liberty: even 
as birds do that chrufta long neck out of acage (fo much the Apoftles word im- 
porteth Rom. 8. 19, ) And God who heareth the cry of the widdow and father- 
leffe, and loofeth his prifoners P/al 146. 7- heares and frees the poor creatures 
groaning under mans abufe &c. Given to cover her nakedneffe | This is the end of 


: Garments {o called gaaf gardmentes: they arme and fence our bodies. againft the 


injury of winde and weather, againft heate of furamer,. cold of winter ; T hey alfo 
cover our nakedneffe and deformity, thoft parts efpecially that are by an Antiphra- 
fis called verenda & pudenda (here principally perhaps intended ) becaufe they 
‘ought never to be laid naked bat kept covered pudoris gratia for common honefty 
fake: that the Dame of thy nakedneffe do wot appearey Rev. 3. 18: Nature teach- 
eth to cover our nakedneffe ; Therefore alfo when a man hath commttted a fin, 
he blufheth: the blood, as it were would cover thefin. But nothing will do char, 
fave onely the righteoufneffe of Chrift, the fleece of that immaculate lamb of God, 
whom therefore we muft put on, Rom. 13. 14. in all his officesand efficacies. 
Our firit parents indeed were born with the royall robe of originall righteoufneffe 
on their back; but the devill foon ftript them ofit; and therehence they became 
fore afhamed of their bodily nakedneffe (but chiefly of their fpirituall) which there- 
fore they fought to hide as they could, their privities efpecially. Whence fome 
are of opinion that to lookupon the nakedneffe of another isa fin againít nature. 
The Prophet Habakkek caxeth it in the Chaldees Chap, 2. 15. and the Hebrewes 
there fay, It was a filthy cuftome amongft them, common at their feafts. Cloathes 
‘ To be proud of them, 
is as for a thiefco be proud of his halter: to brag of them, isas for the Lazar to 
brag ofa plafter laid to his filthy fore: the finene fje of fuch is their filthineffe: their 
neatucffe, xaffineffe, as one fpeaketh. 

Verfe 10. And now wil I difcover her leWdne fe, ] Or her filhineffe, bafeneffe, 
foolifhneffe, faplefsneffe ; perhaps the fame with her nakedneffe, verfe9. See the 
Note there. How fhameleffe che Heathen Idolaters were, the worfhippers of Pria- 
pus efpecially ( which Jerome and Ifdore fay, was the fame with Baal-peor, 
and made AZaacha the mother of Afa guilty of that villany ) with their infamous 
Nos pudore pulfa, flamus fub Jove colew apertis, Gc. is notorioufly known ; how 
they ran about naked in their Lupercalia, Bacchanalia and other beaftly folemni- 
ties. God threatneth to make her naked here in another manner, to her urter dif- 
grace and ignominy. He had threatned her before with poverty, now with {corn 
and contempt : thefe go feldome afunder ; but when felf-procured, they are very 


grievous. See Deut. 28. Fornicatours are fools, Jer. 29.23. Gez. 34.7. Shechem 
committed folly in Ifrael, and is therefore called a lad, or a childe, ( ver. 19. Neqae 
difulit puer ) for his witleffeneffe, as being carried not by right reafon, but blind 
affection. So edmnon was for this as one of the fools in Ifrael, 2 Sam. 13. 12. a 
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Jonas 2.8, 


Nabal, a Nebulo, onc that falls below the dignity of a man, below the ftirrup of 
reafon, flagitious and profligate. SAd 

Spirituall fornicatours are all this and more. They hunt after lying vanitics,and fo 
forfake their own mercies ; being fingularly foolifh ( asthe word here ufed import- 
eth) and miferable by their own election. The indignity and iniquity of their pra- 
Gife, fee Jer. 2.9,10,11,12,13. Satan deals by them as he did by Adam, when he 
gave him an apple for Paradife ; and fet him to the trec of Knowledge,that he might 
not cafte che tree of life. And like unto them (faith a Lapide here) isevery wicked 
perfon, who by Satans perfwafion preferreth the creature before the Creatour, earth 
before heaven, the devil before God, hell before heaven, fin before fanctiry, evil 
before good. Thefe are lewd perfons of fordid and fervile difpofitions, bomines ad 
fervitutem parati (as Tiberins faid of the Romans) men of an zzder-fpirit as thofe, 
1 Chron. 4.23. Hedge rogues Mr. Dyke callech them. 

Inthe fighe of her lovers | That her, whom they have fo defired whiles the was 
veiled, they may deride when laid open. There can nothing befall a woman more 
grievous, then to be {tript naked, bur efpecially before her fuver-hearrs, Lam. 3.8. 


` All chat honoured her, defpife her, becaufe they have feen her nakedneffe: yea fhe 
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figheth and turneth backward. Ir is the paint or the drefle many tines, that makes 
the lewd woman lovely ; Think the fame of Idolatry : how pompous is it, and the- 
atricall ? bue God will dete& it and make it ridiculous every day morc and sore. 


Erafmus was very inftrumentall this way, and did prejudice Popery by his witty- 
jearing, as much as Lather did by his ftomacking and inveying, faith One. Tiough 


it cannot be denied, but that Pruriginofa iftorum hominum (cabics afperiori frigtli 
fricanda fuerat, the fcabby hides of thofe Popelings called for a tharper curry-couib, 
as another Learned man phraferh ir. 
and none fhall deliver her ont of my hand | Not her idols, not her confederates. 
An idol is nothing in the world: and allNations,fet by God, are as a drop of: bucker, 
or duft of a ballance: they can no more ftand before him, then a glaffe-botcie 
can before a cannon-fhot. It was bootleffe therefore for this adulterefie co hope for 
help from her lovers, when God once took her in hand. He would give her, her 
due, Ipfis fpettantibus © flantibus inftar ftipitum, whiles they look on and ttood 
like fo many ftocks, not daring to ftir for her refcue and relief. Sec for this, Kev. 
18.10. with the Note. l 
Ferfe 11. I will alfo caufe ber mirth to ceafe, | Idolaters are frollick and jovial, 
the greateft mirth-mongers, the merry Greeks of the world, feraltogether spoz 
the merry pin, they {pend their dayes in pleafure, and fuddenly turn into heli 
Thus ic was with chefe old idolaters. See Amos 6.4. And thusitis with the Papifts 


acthisday. They havea Proverb amongft them; Spiritus Calvintanus eft [piritas ~ 


melancholicus, A Calvinifticall fpirit isa melancholy fpirit- Turn Proreftant once, 
and you mutt for ever bid adie to mirth and jollity, and lead a Monkifh melan- 
choly life. In their fupplication to King James fora Toleration, they ufed this as 
an argument for their Religion above ours, becaufe more fuitable and pleafing to 
mans nature. Ir isindeed an alluring , tempting, bewitching religion. Sir #72/- 
ter Rawleigh knew what he faid, That were he to chufe a Religion for licentious 
liberty, lafcivioufneffe, and merry-living, he would bea Papift. Hence the whole 
world is faid to wonder after the Beaft, which is faid to be like untoa Leopard, or 
Panther: Now the Panther is admired, and followed by mok other beafts of the 
field (and thence hath his name ) either for the beauty of his hide, or for the 
fweetneffe of his fmell. So isthe Pope for thofe fenfual delights, and fwiaith plea- 
fures he alloweth his followers. Lupanar utriufque Veneris Rona condidit, faith 
Agrippa, concerning Pope Sixtus Quintus. But what fhould I rake in that dung- 
hill? Such finfull mirth, asit is bafe born, fo it is of fhort ccntinuance: God 
will make it to ceafe, and togo foon outin a vexing fnuffe. For why? TLere % a 
[hare ( or cord ) inthe finne of the Wicked, fc. to ftrangle their joy with, but the 
righteous fing and are merry, Prov, 29.6. yea they are merry, ( or right fet in 


their mindes, as the Apoftles word fignifies, James 5. 13.) and thercfore they fing, 


yea and fhall fing for joy of heart, when wicked men fhall crie foc forrew of heart, 
yea howle again for vexation of {pirit,E/ay 65.14. Mean-while their mirth is but the 
hypocrifie of mirsh.It may wet the mouth,but not warm the hear: ; fmooth the brow, 

but 
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but not fill the breaft. Je is like a little counterfeit complexion. i 
the face, Adat.6.1 6. fo they rejoyce only in.the rhe uae eS R et iy 
rather then rejoyce, & the end of that mirth is heavinefs Pro.1 4.1 3 as lekens son 
tended with thunder, & as comets end in a peftilent vapour. Let the I ord nie ta a his 
hand & take away his cora C>c.ideftroy vine and fig-trees, &c, and this carnal thie i 
atanend: their light is put out in obfcure darkneffe, they lye down in forr a a 
are al] Amors. they are filled with unmedicinable perplexities, and are read e nee 
mad Dent. 28. 34, Whereas a godly man, as he hatha conftant {pring GF ernie 
within him, and canbe merry wirhout mufick, fo he can ftand under the sreatett 
weight of afliction withouc buckling, as Pax: hecanbe medjis Pague te A 
dis as Nowa: he can confidently fay wel Habakkuk Although the figtrec fhail a 
bloffom, wetther fall fi vit be in the Vines cc, Yer will } rejoyce in He Lal 1 vill 
j9 pe pia of my (u tapie: Chap. 3. 17. A 
„Her Jeaft-aayes, her neWw-moones] Not the matter of their j 
bolifhed, but the times too; She thall neither have tal dae aon sales 
they are called, £fth. 8. 17.) to keep and celebrate. Here then the Pr 
how he will uncover this karlots nakednefle, Viz, 1 irk he will {trip her of her { irita. 
als, and next of her temporals, Verfe 12. Her feaft-dayes, new-moons buahe. 
and folemn-teafts were but apifh imitations of thofe commanded by God, whofe 
ape Saran will needs be. Habeat œ utfpe favos: fimie imitantur homines Wales 
alfo have honey-combs as well as Bees ; and apes willbe doing at mens action a 
Satans fynagogue may feem a true Church. The ten revolted Tribes kept alto diel 
folemne dayes, partly commanded by the Law, ( as new-moons and fubbachs ) nd 
partly inftituted by leroboam, in honour of their idols, asnow amon the Pa itt 
in pretended honour of the Saints, with feafting, dancing, ringin ; i oF 
organs, &c. hefe folemnities therefore, the Lord here firft utterly desah oi 
ling them, ber feaft-dayes, her fabbaths, &c. and none of his becaufe they did 
latte 2ypfim mifcere, mingle lime with miik, as reneus faith of Plato « No mea. 
tua faat, as Murtial faith of his Epigrams, ill read by another. And fecondly, 
that he will take them away, (/c. by carrying themfelves away captive. See Cha 7 
4,5.) and fo pull off their vizour, wath off their varnifh of rites and ¢ dies 
and lay ~ open to all in their own colours. re ee 
Ferfe 12. And I will deftroy her vines, and her frg-tr j 
her figs onely, (s.e. ) her delicious drinks and NARA kes ae oe 7 
fed winers ipja & ficeta, as Rivet obferveth: which fhewsa great deal of an 
( for fruit-trees were not to be deftroyed in an enemies countrey ) like as he dka 


vered a great deal of fear of the Spanifh Inquifitours. tf 
his pears ( which hehad fent for } tree and all by che foe Toone 


overturn, overturn, fo as it fhall be no more, Ezek, 21. 2 ; ri i, : 
why cumbreihit the ground ? fith itis not for fruit, let ft haa ery el ai 

whereof fhe hath faid, Thefe are my rewards, ] The wages of my wickedneffe 
the hire of my Harlotry, Deut.23,18. Exek.16. 34. Pretium m ritorium Adultery 
is coftly. Whores muft have their rewards, they lie in wait for a prey, Prov. -3 = 
and will foon bring a rich man to beggery, Prov.6.26. Solomon himlelf was io ex- 
haufted by fuch Aee feaners (fo they call them, Craces et crumenin.nlgas, fuck pu fe 
the Poet calleth them ) that he was forced to oppreffe his Subjeéts, to fu a 1 # 
coffers: which occafioned the loffe of ten Tribes. Harlots know no other A 
but that of the horte-leech, Give, give; and may fitly be compared to the ca 


of Arabia, that full-gorged have atu i 
a. gorg nable {weet voice ; but empty, they {creech 


rpn o imam, fs j 7 
A es 3 ee Tamam, vim, lumina, Scortym, 
eOitat, perdit, necat, aufert, eripit, orbat. 


Idolatry alfo is no leffe cofly: wi i i 

alf ‘ly: witneffethis harlots habit, verfe 13. and t 

papir whore of Rome, with all her trinckets, and thofe mafles of eee that He 
rains out of many parts of Chriftendome for the fupport of her ftate, 


-Mi ; : Ort ; 
of her Mice-catchers, as the ftory calleth him) fent hither into England oe Mufeipulata 
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the ninth, after three years raking together of money for pardons, and other pal- 
terments, at lait departing, he left not fo much money in the whole Kingdome, as 
he either carried with him, or fent to Rome before him. What will not men part 
with to purchafe heaven? Now they perfwaded the pvor people ( and ftill chey do) 
that good works (and what fo good, as to gratifie the Pope with great fummes > } 
were mercatura regni cleftis, the price to be given for heaven. Idolaters are all 
Merit-mongers: they will have heaven asa purchafe; they lay claim toit, as wages 
for their work. ‘They fay with that wretched Monk; Redde mibi aternam vitam 
quam debes, Give me eternal life which thou oweft me, Give me the portion that be- 
lengeth to me. God forbid, faith another Papift, that we fhould enjoy heaven, as 
of meer alms tous. On the other fide, the godly difclaim their own merits, beg 
hard for mercy, expect a recompence of reward from him, but all of free. grace; 
accounting all that they can do for God, but a little of that much, that is due to 
him.and that they could well beteem him : they do all righteoufneffe but reit in none: 
they know that Godse kingdom is partum C on paratum ; that their reward is the 
reward of inheritance, and not of acquifition : and thar if they could do any thing 
this way, yet would it be mercy in God to reward every one according to his work, 
alm. O1, 12. 

gaan I will make them a forreft, | See this more fully fet forth, Ifai. 5-5,6. 
Such is the hatred God beareth to finne, that he makes bloody wailes, as it were, 
upon the backs of the infenfible creatures for mans fake. A frnifrll land teraq 
eth he into barrenneffe for the Wickedaeffe of them that dwell therein, Pfal. 107. 34 
Thus he dealt by Sodom, which was once as Egypt, yea as Eden, but is now a place 
of nettles and falt-pits: Dy Judea, that once Lumen totins orbis, now laid defolate: 
as Babylon, where Strabo faith their Barley yeelded three hundred-fold increate, 
_ and their Palm-tree three hundred and fixty feverall forts of commodities, as bread, 
" honey, wine, vineger, &cs but what devaftation befell it by the Medes, fee Efay 
: 33.19,&c, It were eafie to inftance in the feven Churches of 4.2, the L abirinite, 
and other parts of Germany, in Ireland, and now Scotland, and what inay Baglana 

look for? Shall we altogether paffe unpunifhed ? Shall we full fic fafe under our 

vines and fig-trees, and not be forrefted, and by thofe wilde beats of the field 
devoured? Sureit is, that no beaft of the field doth fhew it felf more raging, or 
ravenous, then do the wicked, when God fuffers, or rather fends them to break into 

his vineyard : Witneffe thofe breathing devils the Irifh Rebels, more cruel then any 
Cannibals. Curfed be their wrath ; for it was cruel, tranfcenderit:y fo, extending it 

felf both to the living and the dead. Urf now fevinns in cadaveva: but chete bears, 
Pfal. 58-4. boars, Plal. 80.13. lions, leopards, exc, did rage againft dead carcaffes, 

and tore them with their teeth. Hiftories tell us, that the firit founders of Rome 
¢ werenourifhed bya Wolf: Certain itis that the off-fpring of that people have the 
| hearts of Wolves: being favage and cruel above meafure. I heir citie was firft foun- 

ded in blood, and fo was the Papacy: for the foundation of that See was laid 

when Phocas (lew his liege Lord and Emperour A@asriciss, whom he ftewed in 

his own blood. Whence the Poet wittily ; 


Bellarm, 


Luke I5. 


Suffocas, Phoca, imperium ; flabilifque Papatum. 


The habit of that harlot is, according to her heart, purple and fcarlet ; and her diet 
isthe diet ofthe Cannibals. Z JaW her drunken with the uluod of the Saints. They 
are wholly bloody, both in their pofitions, and difpofitions, their plots, and pra- 
Gites. The Pope is faid to be a Leopard, or Panther, with his feet like a Bear, 
and his head like a Lion, Revel. 13.2+ Sce the Note there And of tieir S. Do- 
minick. (the father of the Dominicans ) it is reported, that when his mother was 
with childe of him, fhe dreamed, that fhe brought forth a Wolf, with a fire-brand 
in his mouth: and he prooved accordingly; a bruitifh man, skilful to deftroy, to 


Rev,17.6. 


Ezek.21.31. 
Habac, 1. 2,3. 


the evil beafts to ceafe out of the land, Exek. 34,25. that the beafts of the 

land may no more devour them, verf: 28. ae 
Ferfe13. And Iwill vifit pon her the dayes of Baalim, } Thais, I will pin 
the 
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devour the man more righteous then himielf, by his bloody inquifitors. 1 pray - 
that God would deliver his turtle from thefe favage creatures; that he would caufe > 
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the fins committed in thofe dayes wherein they wene atter thofe mulritudes of 
Heathenifh gods: 30000. of them Hefiod reckons upin his days And Servissup- Ia Theog. 
on Virgil telles us, that for fear of offending any of them they nfed to cloteup their @ ae 
petitions withD ijq; Deeg; omnes All yc gods&goddefles,&c.Sume of the Hebrews by a 
Salim underitand Domizos domsm the Lords of the hontes : for the planets are faid 
tohave thir houfes. Occolampadius underftands it of thofe Idols which they wor- 

{hipped under the name of the Stars, called el{where the Queen of heaven, or the 
heavenly conftellations. Others by Baa? conceive to be meant thcir chief God: 
called alfo by them Butal-famex, or the Lord of Heaven: by Badin their under- 
gods, medioxsma numina inter mortales calicola/q; vettores. This was Plaros De- 
monogy ( Sec the Note above upon verfe 8. of this chapter ) Saint P.zz is thought 
to have been well read in Péatv’s writings ( his gralomupäy 2 Tim. 1.6. rs verbins 
Platoiżcnm ) and to have alluded to him in that paflage, 1 Cor.8.5,6. ‘hough there 
be that are called ( B.s2dim fignifieth Lords ) whether in beaven or in earth, as there 
be gods many and lovels many: byt tous there is bat one God the Father, and one Lord 
Je/us Chriff, thac is but one Mediatour betwixt God and Man, the Man Chrift Jefus, 
who indeed in regard of his humane nature is inferiour to the Father, bat yet juch a 
Lord by whom are all things, and we by him. The Papifts acknowledge but one 4 

God,but they have many? Baalims many Lords and Mediatours both of intercetiion 
and of Redemption too. Bur this isan heathenith opinion, as indeed many of theirs 
are: Whence they are called Gevtiles, in oppofition to the body Ciry the Church, 
Rev.t.2. 

wherria foe burnt incenfe to them | which typificd prayer, both in the fweet 

favour, andafcending property ; eZationibus fami with pillars of fmoke, Chap.3.6. 

Thi; fhould have been done to God alone. He isthe proper objet of prayer, as 

being omniprefent, omnifcient and omnipotent: and befides in covenant with his 

people : He never fid to the feed of Jacob, feck ye me in vain. No: he {corns that,and 

leaves that to the Heathen idols to do, Z/a.45.18.19. Our Rock is not as their rock our Dent. 2,2. 

cxemics themfelves beiag judges. He isnot like Baal, that purfuing his enemies could, 

not hear his friends. Nor like Jupiter of Creet chat was carved without cars, and Lucdial. 

conld not be at lcifure to attend {mall matters, no nor greater neither, unlefs it were 

at certain times when he was pleafed to look down through certain chinkers in hea- Sic.de nat 

ven, as Lycian faineth. He is not as Diaza,who being prefent at Alexanders birth, deor.lib,2. 

could not at the fame time preferve her Ephefian temple from the fire. O thos that 

heareft prayers (faith David : that's one of his titles of honour. P/al.65.2.) wate 

thee pall all lefa come. Whither elfe fhould I go? Bafil makes prayer a chain tied 

to Gods ear, and mans mouth. Jzmblichus faith, it is copula qua homines cum Deo 

conjaaguatur, atie wherewith men are knit unto God. Damafccz faith it isan af "AvaCans 

cent of the heart to heaven. The Church is faid to afcend out of the world by thefe 5. nh fid 

pillars of incenfe, Cazr.3.6, And asthe Angel that appeared to Manoab by afcend- a 

ing up in the flame of the Altar, is faid to do wondron fly, Judg.13.19,20. So do the 

Saints by their daily devotions coming up (as Cerzelins his prayers and alms did ) 

for a memorial before God, A. 10,4: and being a precious incenfe, P/a2.141.2. far 

beyond that of Bual Priets or Chimacy-Chaplaines,who were called Chemarims,or 1 King. 23.5. 

Black-ones, «b incenfione thuris from their much offering up of incenfe, with the Zephag. 

{moke whereof they were blacked and footed; as fome hold. 

and foe decked her felf With her car-rings and ber jewels | Harlot-like : matrons 

adorn not themfelves{o pompoufly. Whence Tuly compares the Latine tongue to 

a grave Matrone ; the Greek co a tumptuous harlot in all her bravery. This drawes 

the fenfes,and is therefore much in ufe amongft adulterers and Idolaters: as Papifts 

for inftance with their exceftive gayetic in Gods fervice ; their palles,copes and other 

mafling-veltracuts of as great price, fome of them, as Demetrius king of Macedon Athenaus, 

his robewas : which none ofh is fucceflours would were propter invidio/am impendij 
magnificentiam For the vichuefs thereof. Gods likes no fuch doings now adayes in his 

fervice. The High-Pricf indeed of old was fumptuoufly attired from head to foot, 

Os humerofq; Deo fimilis as reprefenting the p:rfon ofiGod, that he might dazlethe pirg, 

eyes of the beholders, and breed reverence in them by fuch an appearance. But 

now itis far otherwife. Cor aurenm requirit Dens, non veftem. God lookes not 

for gorgeous array but gracious hearts : faith and love within, modefty and humility 

without 
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i : chefe are things of great price in the fight of God, 1 Pet.3.4,thefe beauti- 
eal better then aan Sch did Rebeccah’s body. Te was therefore excellent 
counfell that Tertullian gave the young women of his time, and may be ufefull to 
to usall: Veftite ves ferico pietatis, byffino fantlitatis,oc. Cloach your felves, faith 
he withthe filk of piety, with the fattin of fanctitie with the purple of modeftic, So 
fhall you have God himfelf to be your fuitour : Chrift will make love to you, and 
greatly defire your beauty. P/al45.11. The kings danghter is all glorioss Within : 
her clothing us of wrought gold verf.13. Sheis like that Spartan woman mentioned by 
Plutarch, who when her neighbours were fhewing their apparrcll and jewels,fhe 
brought out her children vertuous and well taught, and faid, Thefe are my ornaments 
T went after her lovers | This is oft objeéted to her, as a fou bufincfs in- 
deed : this was the fin that disjoynted Gods foul from her, to the making of her de- 
folate,a land not inhabited Jer.6.8. Wemutt take fpeciall care that no creature creep 
into the Bridall-bed betwixt Chrift and the foul: or if any do, cor plain tu him bes 
time and he will play Phineas his part, as Mafter Bradford phrafeth it. And forgat 
me, faith the Lord | Thisisreferved to the lalt, as the foct aud root of all the fore- 
mentioned evils both of fin and punifhment. See the lack of Gods holy Fear Kort.3. 
18, There is no fear of God before their eyes. And thence it is, that thcir throat 
is a gaping grave, thcir mouth full of gall and guile, that deftruction and mifery are 
in their wayes, &c. 13, 14, 15,16.¢c. Fearle{nefs and forgerfulnefs of God go 
alwayestogether. Jer.5.22,23. thofe that remember him and his prefence, cannot 
but bear anawfull refpe& tohim. Itisa problem in Arifforle, why are men credited 
more then other creatures. His anfwer is čr: Oeèç voutCuar w'voy, becaufe they be- 
leevea Deity. Man alone remembreth,and therefore reverenceth God. Thofe therc- 
fore that fo forget him, after long experience efpecially of his gracious care to prc- 
tet them and provide for them, as a husband doth for the wife of his bofom , thefe 
are {trange creatures, and muft look to be vifited and reminded of him from whom 
they have fo deeply revolted : for of all things God cannot abide to be forgotten-Sce 
Wfei.x7.10. Dewt.8.21. P 
Verfe 14. Therefore behold Iwill allure ber’) A ftrange (There; ore] It may very 
well have a Behold at the heeles of it : For the fenfe is this ; Becaufe fhe hath quite 
forgotten me, and will never be converted of her felf, I will prevent her by my 
mercy, recalling her mildly but mightily by my Gofpel. Seducam eim et deducam in 
defertum,Such another {weet text as this we have in Efay 57.17, 8.For tie iniquity 
of his covctonf{neffe was Lwroth and fmore him: Vhid me, and w, s anehe be went on 
frowardly inthe Way of his heart. Ihave (cen his wayesy and wil teal him, Wars? 
what wayes ? his covetoufnels,frowardnefs,&c. And it is as it Cid thould fay, fee 
thefe froward children will lay nothing to heart : frownes wiil not humble them, 
blowes will not better them. If I do not fave them till they feck me they w.lnever 
faved : therefore 1 will heal him, I will lead him alfo, and reftore comforts nato him 
asd to his mourners: I Will create the fruit of the lips peace to him. O the never- 
enough adored depth of Gods free grace and fuperabundant love to his people! 
This David well underftood, and therefore prayed, pardon my iniquity : for it ts 
great.He knew that God both could and would remit mere then he could commit : 
and that mercy rejoyceth againft judgement ; whileft Gud fo! his own fake ( though 
notfor ours ) blotteth out the thick, cloud as well as the cloud,cnormitics as infirmities 
Efay 44.22. See his Non- obftante P{a.106.8. his Refolve Gez.8.21. and his Alan- 
damus P/al.14.4. and then it muft needs be done, though no god would do it but 
himfelf Mic.7. 13. though no man could imagine how it fhouidbe done, Efay s5. 
7,8. Iwill allure her that is,I will effeCtually perfwade her by the preaching of the 
Gofpel. Men may {peak perfwafively, but God onely can perfwade Gex.9.27. they 
may {peak to the ear, but He to the heart: and this He doth to his Eled, not oncly 
by a morall perfwafion, but by an irrefiftible inward attraction, Ac. 11.17. by a 
mercifull violence,by making them willing to follow the Lamb wherefoever he go- 
eth. They kiffe the Son with a kiffe of love and homage, having firt been kiffed 
with the kiffes of his mouth:whereupon immediately followes,Draw me,we Will run 
after thee, Cant.1.1,4. Elifba could more with a kiffe, then his man could witha 
“ ftaffe, in raifing the dead child. @hrifts works upon his people fortiter, i yer 
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[naviter powerfully, but yet fweetly he izclizeth their hearts to hes tefkimosies and not to Rečle Calvin 


covetoufnefs, Pfal.119-36.and brings them to the obedience o 
quam minando, docondo quam ducendo, IF hedo feduce them (as fome render the 
word here ) itis for no hurt, it is but to fpeak ina word private with them,as one 
friend may with another : itis but to give them his loves, as he fpeakes in the Canti- 
cles : to thew them his glory ; as he did Mofes : to ipread before them his beauty, 
and fo to catch them by guile, as Saint Parut did Corinthians 2 £p.12.19, to ftealaway 
their hearts before they are aWari, according to that Cazt.6.12. that they thence- 
forth may be an Amminadib , a willing people , a free-hearted people, Pfa/.110. 3. 
waiting for the law Efay 42.8, and walking by the rule, Gal 6.16. œc. 
bleffed thing to be thus allured, thus inveigled, thus feduced o 
and death, into the wayes of holinefs and happinefs ; by the doctrine of rhe Gofpel, 
which is the true Pirko, the Saade medullagua capiantur homines, fed bono fuo the 
divine Rhetorike,wherewith mens minds are taken, but for their greatelt gaod. 
and Iwill bring her into the wildernefs | Look how Jat frh allured my people 
out of Egypt where they fat by the fleth-pots,and enjoyed the pleafures of fin for a 
feafon ( ott of Egypt have I called my fon, that I might fet him higher then the Kings 
of the earth ) and brought them into the wildernefs, and there extraordinarily pro- 
vided for them (never was Prince fo ferved in his grearcft pomp Jand fpake to 
their hearts,giving them right judgements and true lawes good Patutcs and command- 
ments Neh.7.13. vo their great comfort,P/.19, 8. So will Iagain doforthem, and 
much more then fo, by Chrift, inthe dayes of the Gofpel. Indeed as the people at 
their firft ferting foot upon the promifed land,mee with trouble in the valley of Achor 
by the fin of Achan ; fo fhall the Saints be fure of troubles ; but Chrift will not Zeave 
them comfortlefs: a door of hope he will open unto them in their deepeft diftreffes, 
Death thall be unto them nota trap-door to hell (as it is to the wicked) but an izlee 
into life cternall, where they fhall fing the fong of A¢o/es, and the fong of rhe Lamb. 
Rev.15.13. Let the Saints therefore rejoyce in hope,be patient in tribulation. Vine- 
yards God will givethem here, fome grapes at Icaft of the heavenly Canaan afore- 
hand, fpirituall benedi@ions, Divine comforts to faftain them, fuch generous wine as 
fhall make the dips of thofe that are afleep to fpeak, Cant.7.6, Yeato fing, ,Eph.5.18.19. 
Lo, fuch wine, of the belts and fuch fongs of joy fhall the Saints have for thofe vines 
which before hethreatened to deftroy verf. 12, and that mirth which he would caufe 
to ceafe, verf.11. Repentance can turn croffes into comforts , and ( like the Philo- } 
fophers ftone ) make golden afflictions 1 Pet.t.7. As it isthe fair and happy daugh- 
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textum hunc 
reddit Incli. 
nabo eam. 


Ohitisa - 


Mercer. 


Rives. 


ter of an ugly and odious mother, viz» fin ; fo it is the mother‘of all mercies and 28% meee 
benefits: for it is repentance unto life, 4.11.18. yea to falvation,and therefore a Sate 
never tobe repented of, 2 Cor.7.10. Itis that rainbow, which if God fee fhining , ` 


in onr hearts and lives, he will not ònely not drown us ; but do usall good. 

and {peak comfortably to her} Heb. fpeak, to her heart, fuch things as fhall 
chear her up, and make her heart leap and even dance Levaltu’s. See \faigo. 1. and 
comparing I Sam.15.35. Obferve thatthe fame word ODAS Nacham fie 


text thus, After I have brought her into the wildernefs and fo humbled her thoroughly, /+/quam 


Confer 


; Gen.34.3. 
gnifieth toy Ruth, 


: E 3. 
repent firft,and then to comfort. And to this purpofe it i» that fome tranflate the luig 9 


+30 


as I once did her forefathers there,I wil peak to her heart : yea 1 will take her alone Pere 
for the purpofe, even into a folitary wildernc{s, where I may more freely impart my 


minde to her (fo fome fenfe it) that having her whole delire fhe may come up from 
the wildernets, leaning upon ker beloved, Cazt.8.5. and fo be brought into the 
bride houfe, withall folemnity. 

Perle 1s. {will give her her vineyards from thence | or, from thenceforth : either 
from that time, or from that place. God,as out of his melting heartednefs toward 
her he thinks fhe hath {uflered double for all her fins, E/ay 40.1. (though fhe think 
fhe hath fuffered lef then her fins Ezra 9.13.) Soheis ready, upon her repentance, 
to make her ( {trait ) a plentifull amends, He deftroyed her vineyards and damped . 
her mirth, verf.11,12. Now the fhall have all again, with advantage: not her 
corn onely for neceffity, but her vineyards alfo for delight : yea an honeft affluence 
of both. She fhalt have reall manifeftations of his love : and although he take her 
into the wildernefs, yet will he not be unto her a wilderne/s, or a Land of darknefs : 
wherefore then faonld his people fay, we are Lords, we will come no imore unto thee? 
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fer. 2. 31. why fhould they not rather reafon thus with the prodigall. Zwik goto 
my father: for in bis houfe is bread enough. I will return to my firit husband, for 
then was it better with me then now, Iwill repent, for the kingdome of heaven is 
at hand &c. Lo this is the right way of reafoning, fc. from mercy to dny, from 
2Cor. 5. 14. deliverance to obedience, Ezra. 9. 14. The love of Chrift conftraincth us, faith 


Tie 2.14 Panl: the grace of the Gofpell reacheth us co deny ungodlincfie, and to live godly, 
Ro, 2 &c. the kindneffe of God Icadeth co repentance: & if befought by the mercies of 
Ro. 12. 1 


God to prefent our bodies for a facrifice to God, how can we do otherwife 2 1f God 

bring vineyards out of wilderneffes, comforts out of croffes, meate out of a 

Deut,32. 13> honey out of the rock, and oyle out of the flinty rock, that is, mercies out of di 

culties, they muft needs be very hard-hearted, chat are not melted and mollifie 

ape the vally of Achor for a doore of hope | The vally was neer unto Tereko, Wee 

city of Palmtrees, and was fertile, far, and full of vines, Jai. 63. 10. thought to 

be the fame with Ezgeddi which is often mentioned in the Canticles. Vhis vally 

was a kinde of dore or inlet into the promifed fand: and here they began firlt co 

eate of the fruits of the land, which they had fo much longed for, 7. 5. 10. 

and now hoped for the enjoyment of the whole ; whereof that vally wasa pleds, 

and earnet. Hereby then is covertly promifed to Gods people, deliverance by 

Chrift, together with the firtt-fruits and earneft of the fpirit, whereby they fhall ee 

brought to an affured hope of the harveft of happinefie, of the whole bargain of 

Chrifts benefits, Spes in humanis incerti uomen boni: fpes in divinis soma est cer- 

tiffimi Heb.11.1.this is hope anfaileable,as proceeding from faith uafainedwhich can 

believe God upon his bare word, and that againft fenfe in things invifible, and 

againft reafon in things incredible. It can takea man out of the vatly of sicher, 

thatis of trouble (iee fo. 7. 6.) and fet him on the everlafting mountains, where 

as from Pifgah, he may have a full profpect of heaven ; the hope where of maketh 

abfent joyes prefent, wants plentitudes; and beguiles calamity, (as good company 

doth the way) yea lookes upon it as an inlet to mercy, a promife whereof to apofta- 

, tizing Ifrael fome make this fat vally of Achor to be doris nomine, asa dowry: in 

allufion to the manner ofthe Jewes in their marriages to give fome piece of ground 

to the {poufe as a pledge. ; 

pie Jail ee ee As rejoycing in hope, Rem. 12, 12. Et res plena eee 

Pll, 65.13. Cr fpes, as Bernard hath it, They Jali foout forjo, they hhall alfo fing. Some n 
che Prophet here alludeth to that cuftome of the Jewes to fing in the time of their 

vintage, See Judg. 9, 27. Efay. 16. 10. Others will have itto Bean atman to 

their marriage-fongs: that being the time of the rejoycing ofa mans heast Cant. 

3. 11. Viz. at the recovery of his loftrib. The Septuagint render : * Bald be 

humbled and indeed the word fignificth both to be humbled and t. frug. Some 

j are humbled bur not humble, low but not lowly : thefe muft look for more load. 

But they that mourn ina godly manner, are fure to be comforted. Ged wili turn 

all cheir fighing into finging ; they fha!l fing aloud upon thei beds whick they 

Gofr.in tite have foaked in teares, and made to fwim againe, as David Pia. 0. A reconciled 
Epift. L conditionis a finging condition, Bernard was fo over-joyed at his convertion, that 
Compl 6.042 De was almoft befide himfclf, Cyprian telleth his friend Donatus, that kis comforts 
then were inexpreflible. Aafin faith the like of humfeli, The Saints cannot vut 
fing at this dore cf hope,though they be not yet got in atit.see Pal, 130-5. they fall 
Pal 119.54. fing inthe Wayes of the Lord, though they be yet but viatores. Gods ftatnies are tase! 
fongs even inthe honfe of their pilgrimage, as hoping to fing fhortly in the beg bt f 
Zion to flew to the bountifalneffe of the Lord jer. 31. 22. Asin the dayes foes youth, 
ard in the day When fhe came up Ce. Outof alow countrey, but a lower conditi- 
on; being Miftleffe and fuccorleffe. Then did God put Timbrels into their hands, 
and ditties into their mouths.See Exod. 15. And fo itis here faid, he willdo aguine 
inthe time of thegofpell. Let our Nonfiagers here cake notice, that finging (and 
that joyntly with others) isa Gofpell-ordinance: and for further proof let them 
read Mr. Cotroxs excellent treatife uponthis fabje. 
Ferfe. 16. And it fhall be in that day | A {weet promife of athorow reformatt- 
on, much {ike that Zach. 13. 2. God will turne to his people a pure langnage, 
that chey may all call upon the name of the Lord to ferve him with one ee 
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Zeph.3.9. For which end he formes their fpeech for them, & tutours them here how 


- rotermė him. Ysethey muft call him, but not Baali, my husband; but not my So Tyrannus; 


Lord: Notthat there was any hurt in the word my Baal or Lord: bat becaufe it fursfaphyfta. 
had been abufed and given to Idols, God would havenone of it: or becaufe it was 
grown among the berter fort a name of contempt: like as for the fame reafon the 
word Burden is rejected, Per. 23. 36. Orlaftly, left the people whileft they ipoke 
of onething fhould think of another: and naming Baad fhould be put in minde of 
an Idol. This is Hieromesreafon. Some diftinguifh thus betwixt the 2 words, that 
If is a name of love, Baal of feare, Others obferve that I> fignifieth an excellent Lyra. 
man,and is therefore made choyce of as every way better then Baal, or Lord. An- Oecolamp. 
gaffes forbad men tocall him Lord : and defired rather chat more amiable name 
of Father of his countrey. tis wifdome when we call upon God to make choyce of 
fit titles, not onely fuch ashe in his word hath warranted, but alfo fuch as may be 
fuitable to our requefts, and helpfull to our faith in prayer; fuch as wherein we may 
fee the thing prayed for comming towards us, asitwere. This will notably excite 
devotion. Inftances of it fee P/at. 80. 1. AE 1. 24. and 4.24. 25. Gc. Note 
there and in the next verfe, that there is no fmal{ danger in words and names. What 
a deale of mifchief hath the word Hagæcnet done in France, and Puritan here. 
Aano 1572. Cardinall Allen at Rhemes inftructed his emiffary-feducers, fent 
over hither, to divide the people under the names of Proteftant and puritan: pro- 
voking them thereby to reall and mutual] both hateand contempt. His Rhemifts 
in their anotations on 1 Zim. 20. warn their readers of ufing the words of Here- 
ticxs (fo they call us) though they have no great hurt in them: and hold to their 
old termes of maffe, pennance, Prieft &c. they call us Nevatores, but we may call 
them foberter. The truth is, we may not teach zeva, nor yet xove? Caftalion > 
cannot be excufed in his Java Genius Refpublica for Ecelefia and other affected no- 
velties. Meliachthons with was, that men would not onely teach the fame things, , 
but in i/dews verbis, ia iifdem [yllabis in the fame words, yea in the fame fyllables= * 
for he that faineth new words brings in new doctrines (it may be thought) as did 
Arminius. And yet itis not many yeares fince here amongft us, that he that 
would not be an Arminian was held no better thena praCticall Pxritan. But let us 
keep our old words (faid thofe Vereratores) and we fhall eafily keep our old faith : 
The devill doth fomerimes fpeake the trueth for his own ends. But was Wiacl+fter 
well advifed when he made The Lord, and not to fay our Lord, to be (rmbolum At. G Mon. 
bareticorum, anote ofan heretick. Or Dr. Stery, whofe rule to know an hereticx 1116. 


; wasthis, they will fay Zhe Lord, and we Praife God; and The living God, This Th, 1803, 


was not Novam nomen, but Novum crimen, C. Cafar. Much like that of Pope 
Paul 2. who pronounced them hereticks that did but name the name Academy ci- gide of the 
ther in earneft or in jeft: And another Pope madeit herefie to hold that there charch.Alfted. 
were any Antipodes. 
Ferje 17. For { will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth] So precife 
fhe fhall be, focircumfpect, according to Exod, 23. 13. that fhe thould foit out 
of her mouth thofe dunghill duties with utmoft contempt; as David had done be- 
fore her, P/al. 16, 4. If bodily filthineffe may not be once named among Chrifti- 
ans Ephe. 5. 3. why fhould fpirituall > The Primitive Chriftians would not call ; 
their dayes of the week by the Heathenifh names of Dies Martis, Dies Mercurii ' 
Ge. (as Mercurius Trifmegift had. fuperftitioufly named them) but the firft, fe- 
cond, third &c. day ofthe week: as not willing to have the names of thofe Idols 
mentioned among Gods people. Mentioned they may be (no doubt) recitative 
without fin, as Baal is Rom. 11. 4. and Caftor and Polyx. AG. 18. 11, but not 
honoris gratia for honour fake, or without fome expreflion of deteftation of them ; 
fuch as was that of Cyril, who {peaking of Paganifh idolatries breaks out thus, 
BopCogs iba Tað Atgov7es we rake a dunghill in a difcourfe of dunghill gods. What 
a patheticall fpeecHh or rather fhriek is that of Almighty God, fer. 44. 4. Ob! . 
do not this abuminable thizg :` do not honour Idols in the leaft. fhall I bow my knee 4% G' Moun. 
to yonder Tackanapes > . faid that martyr pointing tothe Rood in Pauls. Should I 
ki/s Baal? asthey did 1 King. 19. 18. Or fomuch as kis my band in honour to him, 
as fol. 31. 27. were not thts to deny the God tharis above? Verfe 28. And how 
can thofe be excufed that have fo often in their mouths Pupiter omnipotens, mehercu= 


D 3 le, 


eAn Expofition on 


42 
Hieron, 
Damafo. 
Jam. 3. 15. 


le, Mecaftor, © cetera magis portenta quam numina, faith Hicrom: and thofe 


times invocating too of Apolo, Minerva, Venus, ce. Doth a fountain fend forth 
at the fame place {weer water and bitter? Thofe that fay they think no hurt inall 
chis, are no more excufed thereby then he that faid, 

Ovid. Lafciva eft nobis pagina, vita proba, 

+  Thofe that thus borrow garnifh of the Egyptians, may therewith get their 
botches and boyles. Howfoever, they may feare to have Bellarmine himfelf (who 
was no precifian) to rife up in judgment againtt them and condemn them; who 
would not have Pax called Divus Panlus, but Beatus: becaufe Divas, and Diva, 
were the words of the heachens for their gods and g oddeffes. 

and they ball no more be remembred ] fc. without indignation and deteftation, 
without a What have Itodo any more With Idols? oraGet you heace, Abite hinc, 
abite longe as Charles 5 faid ofall his worldly pomp and atchievements at the laft, as 
Amnon thruft Tamar out of dores when he had had his will of her, when he had 
moy!ed himfelf in that fiithy guzzle, and fullied his confcience. She mulriplied her 
whoredonses (faith the Prophet) is calling to remembrance the dayes of ber onti where- 
in fhe had plai’d the harlot in the land of Egypt, Ezek, 23. 21. and verje 8. Not 
the new fent of meat, but the remembrance of their old flefh-pots moved lirael : 
they found fweeineffe in a luft twice fod, they had #till the broth of thele abominable 
things in their veffels, as the Prophet Efay hath phrafed it, Chep. 65. 4. To 

, remember with delight fins paft is, to recommit them: and herein the deceitfull 

heartis with allcare to be looked unto, that when we call co mind former evill 
practifes, though with an intent to be humbled for them, we be not infnared, and 
drawn to commit them afreth by being tickled in che thought of them. 

Verfe 18. And intbat day will I make my covenant for riem with the beafts Gc. ] 
Art the firft creation all things were fubject to man on this condition, that he fhould 
be fubje& to his maker as his mafter. Rebellis autem futla eft quia homo numini, 
creatura hominé. But no fooner did man rebellagainft God, but che creature be- 
gan to rebel againft him. Look howaNoble-mans fervants will draw in defence 
of their Lord, and fouldiers fight for their Generall: fo here, God is Lord of 
hofts. They continue this day according to thine ordinance (and fight in their cour- 

Pal 119.9% fes fads: 5. 20.) for they are all thy fervants, ready preft they are to feife a finner. 

and to doe execution upon him, asa traytour, and rebel to the highelt Majefty : as 
the fword that Heéfor gave Ajax turned into his own bowels,when once he began to 
abufe it to the hurt ofhurtleffe creatures. Now here God promifeth to abolifh that 
enmity, to make peace, even pacem omnimodam, peace, peace, as the Prophet Efay 
hath it, Chap. 26. amuliplied peace, a perfect, fheere, pure peace with God, with 
themfelves, with all creatures: and toreftore them in Chrift that dominion they 

once had over the works ofhis hands, Pfa/, 8. 6. with Heb. 2. 7. yea power o- 
ver all nations Rev. 2. 26. witha promile that all fhall work together for their 
good, and they fhall be fully freed if not from the fmart, yet from the hurt of eve- 
ry creature. Compare Ezek, 34. 25. fob. 5. 23. Efay. 11. 6. 7. where the 
Prophet feemeth to allude to the carriage of the beafts in Noahs Ark; all bloodi- 
nefs and rapine laid afide. The Jewesfoolifhly argue from thefe texts, that Chrift 
isnot yet come, becaufe the Lion yet rageth, the Wolf devoureth, Serpents yet 
fing and fpare not the beft. And fome interpreters of ours are of opinion, that 
thefe promifes fhall be literally fulfilled at the reftizution of allcthings, which they 
make to beat the time of the:call ofthe Jewes. But when 1 find Nebuchadnezzar 
and other enemies of the Church to be called Lions, Leopards, Wolves &c. as 
Jerem. 5. 6. and elfwhere, J cannot but think that thefe might be here meant, in 
part at leaft, poseneq; ferocia Peni Corda volente Deo: according to Peters vifion 
Ad, 1o. and that God will fo meeken the fpirits of his converts, that they thall 
not hurt nor deftroy in all his holy mountain Efay. 11. 9. The literall fenfe is very 
good I grant: but yet itis ftill to be taken (as all fuch promifes are) 1. with excep- 
tion of the crofs here. 2. with expectation of the full accomplifhment hereafter, in 
the ftate of perfection. 
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And I will break the bowe, and the fword, and the battle out of the earth. | Thefe 


words feem to be oppofed to that threat Chap. 1.5. I will break the bowe of 1 (frael, 
Gc. And it is asif he fhould fay, After that I have broken their power, and tamed 
their pride by the enemies forces, then I will punifh thofe enemies, and fo take or- 
der with them, that they fhall not hurt my people by any of their hoftilities. Lo, 


\ peace is a piece of Gods Covenant ; and covenant-mercies are very fweet, when all 


the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, P/a/. 25.10. Not mercy onely, but truth 
too, that comes by vertue of a covenant : Mark, what God faith to Abrabam, Gen. 
17.20, 21. I have bleffed I/omael ; twelve Princes fhall he beget: but my Cove- 
nant will Jeftablifh with T/aac. And in the fame Chapter Divines obferve, that in 
ten verfes thereof, God repeateth his Covenant which he made with Abraham, 
thirteen times: to note thus much, that that was the mercy indeed that mug fatif- 
fie Abraham in all his troubles, forrows, and aMictions: Eor the Covenant of Gods 
peace fhall not be removed, no not when the mountains fhall depart, and the hils be 
removed, E/zy 54. 10. The Lord will give ftrength to his people ; the Lord will 
bleffe his people with peace, Pfal.29.11. 
and Will make them to he down fufely.) Being gathered under my wings, they 
fhal! repofe themfelves upon my power and providence, committing themfelves to 
nie in well-doing. All true and folid fecurity, whether inward or outward ; all true 
peace, whether of countrey, or of confcsence floweth from Gods favour, P/al.3.c 4. 
Hence the Apoftle wifheth grace and peace, and the Angels fang, Glory be to God 
on high, and peace on earth, even the peace of good-will toward men, the good-will 
of him that dwelt in the buf. The Lord is with me, faith David, I will not fear 
what man can do unto me. I will {leep and wake, and wake and fleep again; for the 
Lord faftaineth me. No wonder I flept fo foundly and fafely ( faid King Philip) 
when Aatipater watched me. Abner watched not fo well, when Davsd fetcht away 
Saxls {pear and pitcher, and was barely told of it. Z/bbofheth was flain whiles he 
flept. The Saints go ever under a double guard, the peace of God within them, 
and the power of God without them,and may thereforein stramque aurem dormire, 
lie down fately, ( See /er.23.6.) cali their fouls to reft. . 
Verft 19, And {will betroth thee unto me for ever, | This, becaufe it could not 
be eafily beleeved, is thrice repeated. We beleeve not ( whatever men may dream 
to the contrary ) without much ado, and many conflicts. When faith goes about 
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to lay hold on Chrift, the devils raps her on the fingers, and would beat her off. . 


Hence fhe is fain to take great pains for it, to work hard for her living. The A- 
poftle fpeaxs more then once of the work of faith, 1 Thef. 1.3. and 2 Epeff.1.11. 
And it is no leffe difficult (fay Divines) to beleeve the Gofpel then to fulfill the Law. 
No mancan comeunto the Son, except the Father draw bim: the foul naturally 
hangs back, and had as lief put off itsimmortality, as put on Chrift: The devil al- 
fo doth his ucmoft to hinder. The conteft was not fo great betwixt Michael and 
him concerning Mefes his dead Body, as it is here betwixt the beleever and him con- 
cerning Chrifts living body. And fhould not God mightily ailift, the bufineffe 
would never be done. Hence faith is called, the faith of Gods power, Col. 2. 12. 
the faith of his operation, and what an Almighty power God doth therein put forth, 
is elegantly defcribed by the Apoftle in that fixfold gradation, Ephe/. 1. 19+ which 
fhews it tobe more thena morall fwafion. Betroth thee, 7 will, I will, Iwill, 
faith God here: and fome think the Sacred Trinity is here (though darkly, accor- 
ding to the manner of thofe times) brought in betrothing the Church in this trina 
repetitio. And mark, that he doth not fay, I will be reconciled unto thee, and re- ` 
ceive thee again after thy foul-playes with me, { for Reconciliationes fere fant vnl- 
pine amicitie inter homines, Men are feldom reconciled heartily ) but I will efpoxfe 
thec, marry thee unto me, and that for ever. I will zx the Bill of divorce, love you 
no leffe then if you had continued true to me, or were nowa pure Virgin. Ques 
banc Dei bonitatem digne collaudet ? faith Drufies. Who can fufficiently fet forth 
this goodneffe of God? When God once pardoneth fin, he will remember it no 
more ; he will not come with back-reckonings. Difcharges in juftification are ne- 
ver repealed or called in again. Peccata noa redeant is a true axiom : and itis no 
leffe true, that peccata non minnunt juftificationem. God can pardon fins of all fi- 


zes; and affoon difperfe the thick cloud, as the cloud, E/ay 44. 22. See the matçh- 
lefsneffe 
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lefsneffe of his mercy to a repenting adultereffe, fer. 3.5. What greater love can 
he fhew to her, then co marry her again, and rejoyce over her as a bridegroom 
rejoyceth over his bride, E/ay 62.5. Yea toreftin his love, and to joy over her 
with finging, Zeph. 3.17. and todothis for ever, (as it is here promifed ) fo that 
there fhallbe no more breach‘of conjugal! love and communion for ever betwixt 
them. Ama amorem illius. Ob love this love of his, faith Bernard , and reci- 
procate. And as the wife will keep her bed onely for her husband ( faith Mr. Brad- 


Aéts dy Mon, ford Martyr ) although in other things fheis content ro have fellowfhip with others; 


fel. 1502, 


Pfal.36.5- 


pfal.86.13. 


2Cor.3.18. 


as to fpeak, fit, eat,drink, go, &c. fo our confciences (which are Chrifts wives ) muft 
needs keep the bed, that is, Gods {weet promifes, alonely for out felves and our huf- 
band; thereto meet together, to embrace, and laugh together, and to be joyrull 
together: If fin, the law, the devil, or any thing would cveepinto the bed, and 
lie there , then complain to thine husband Chrift, and forehwith thou shalt fee 
him play Phineas parc, And again, if Satan fhould fummon us, faith be, to anfwer 
for our finnes, or debts, in that the wife is no futable perfon, but tie husband, we 
may well bid him enter his action againft our husband Chrift, ard he will make 
him a fufficient anfwer. Thus Mr. Bradford in a certain leter of his unto a 


friend. 
In righteoujneffe and in judgement, in loving kindaeffe, c>r. | Thelz are the 
gemsof that ring that Chrift beftowerh upon his Sponfe, furi. .ifercer, Vhete are 


thofe xepstace, or love-tokens, that Chrift the Bridegroom giv; ch to bis Bride the 
Church, faith Darnonius. Here he promifeth to performe te thr, and to workin 
her all thofe officesand requifites due from married couptes in that efiaic the onc 
to theother. God will both juftifie her, by che imputatic or Chris righteouf- 
neffe ; and fanctifie her by the [pirit of judgement, thatis ui Pučiiearion, lee 
John 16. 10, 11. Matth. 12.20. and the Note there.) Ard becanfe che Lef have 
their frailties , and although they be-veffels of honour, yet are they Dut carries 
veffels, and have their flawes, their cracks, therefore itis added, £ Love berrerbed 
thee nto me in loving-kindzelfe, and in mercies, q.d. My heart and wayes towards 
you fhail be full of gentleneffe and fweetneffe, without imorotity er harflincife. 
My loving-kindneffe fhallbe great, Neb. 9. 17. marvellous greet, P/s? 31. at, 
Excellent, Pfa/: 36.7. Everlaiting, Efay 54.8. Mercifull, Pfaé. 117.2. Muititrdes 
of loving-kindnefle, E/zy 63.7. as for my mercies,or bowels of compaflion towards 
you, they are incomprehenfible, as having all tke dimenfions, Ephef. 3.18. Thy 
mercy O God, reacheth unto the heavens, there's the height of it: Great x thy mercy 
towards me, and thou haft delivered my foul from the lowermost bed, there is the 
depth of his mercy. Thacarth is full of thy goodueffe, there is the breadth of it. 
All the ends of the curth Lave feen thy falvation, there is the length of it. O pray 
to fee that bleffed fight, Ephe/. 1.18. and 3.18. that beholding asina glaffe, this 
glory of the Lord, fhining bright in his Attributes, you may be transformed into 
the fame image, from glory to glory: and asin water, face aniwercth to fce, as 
lead anfwereth the mould, as tally anfwereth tally, Indenrure indenture, fo niay 
we refemble and expreffe the Lord our Husband, in righteouineft, holinetic, loving- 
kindneffe, tender mercies, and faithfulneffe: that as the wota ische irage and 
glory of the man, fo may we be of Chrift, For our encowagement ir sit be re- 
membred, that the Covenant that Chrift maketh with us, isa uouble Covenant, to 
performe his pare as well as ours, to make us fuch as he requirct:: usro bein all 
holy converfation and godlineffe: for which end alfowe have a <uplrea: of Lis 
Law written in our hearts, Jer. 31.33. alawin our mind, anfwerrb!e to the law 
of his mouth, Rom. 7..23. Ina word, he gracioufly undertaketh ier iou paris: 
therefore is the Covenant everlafting, and the fruits of it are fure meri: , com- 
paflions thar fail not. Ia fædere novo nihil poteft incidere quo mines fit «iv azm, 
quum non fit ei adjette conditio, faith Afercer upon this Text: that is, In the new 
Covenant there can nothing fall out whereby it fhould not be everla!ting, fith there 


pisno condition required on our part. That faith, or faithfulnoff, mentioned in 


the next verfe, God requireth not as a mutual reftipulation of our part. ( as works 
werein the old covenant) Buthere itis rather a declaration ot his pleafure what 
he would have usto do, and whereto he will enableus. It isnot a condition to en- 
danger che Covenant ; but an affurance, that he will give us Mrength to a T 

erfe 206 


Teed | 


the Prophecte of Roka. 


Ver(e20. Iwill even betroth thee unto me in faithfulneff[e \Tremellius, Drafins,and 
Tarnonins render it in fide in faith, and interpret it of de fide vera et falvifica of that 
true juitifying faith whereby we are united to Chrift: And for this they urge the 
next words,asan Expofition of thefe. And they foall hali know the Lord : alledging 
fome other texts of Scripture wherein faving knowledge is put for juftifying faith, 
as Efay 53.11. Jer.31-33- Job.17.3. The Septuagint alfo render it imyvirw. Now 
Entyvens in the New Teitament is oft ufed for faving and growing faith Zit. 1.1, 
Col.z.1.and 3 10. which indeed is thebond of the fpirituall marriage: and is it felf 

s nothing elfe but a fiducial affent prefuppofing knowledge. For man is a rationall 
creature, faith a prudent thing, comprehending init felf thefe three ats : 1 know- 
ledge inthe underitanding. 2. Affent or rather Cozfeat inthe Will. 3. Traf or 

confidence in the heart ; certainty cf Adherence : if not of Evidence. The Papitts 
fatten faith in the will, asin the adaqzate fubje@, that they may the mean while do 
what they will with the underftanding andthe heart. To which purpofe they cx- 
clude all knowledge.& deteft Truf in Chrifts promifes,expunging the very name of 
it every where by their Indices Expurgatorij. A blind belief as the Church beleeves 
is as much as they require of their mifled and muzzled Profelytes. Bellarmine faith 

. that faith may far better be defined by ignorance then by knowledge.But how thall 
men beleeve on him of whom they have not heard?Let us leave to the Papifts, their 
implicit faith and their blind obedience: and cry after Chrift as that poor man did. 
Lord that mine eyes might be opesed, and that I may kyow the Lord ] yca grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Thefethiags have l written 
xato yor (faith Saint Johs to thofe that were no Babyes or Zanyes in faith or know- 
ledge ) tbat beleeve on the name of the Son of God that ye may know that ye have eter- 
nall life, and that yemay (yet more ) beleeve inthe Son of God. David though he 
had preceeded further in the difcovery of Divine truthes then thofe before him, 
Pfal.11g.99. yethe was fill tofeck of that which might be known ver. 96. Even 
as thofe great difcoverers of the new-found lands in America were wont to confefle 


hgp: 


» at their return,that there was {till a P/#s-#/tra more yet to bedifcovered. 


Verf.21. And it pali come to paffe in that day Jin that time of grace and recon- 
ciliation, fitly fet forth by the name of a day in regard of 1 Revelation. 2 Adorna- 
tion, 3 Confolation. 4 Diffinttion. 5 Speedy Preterition ; 

Iwill bear faith the Lord of Hofts ; | that is,, (that have the command of 
both the upper and nether fprings and forces, Sun,Moon,Stars, &c.Dexr.4.9. thofe 
ftorchoufes of Gods good treafure which he openeth to our profit Dept.28.12. and 
therchence makes a {catter of riches upon the earth by their influence. Z that ftop 
and unftopthofe bottles of the skie rhe clouds which there hang and move,though 
waightie with their own burden : / tht make the earth to bring forth and bud, that 
it may give feed to the fower, and meat to the eater, Efay 5§.10.@r¢. i 

T will hear the heavens | Heb. 1 will anfwer : that is [ will fo hear as that I will 
anfwer : fo will not great ones fometimes: or if they do, yer the poor man Speakes 
fupplications, bnt the rich anfwereth him roughly. So/yman 2 The grand Signior, 
when many thoufands of his poor Chriftian fubjects, tobe eafed of their heavie 
taxations fell down before him, and offered to turn Mahumetans, rejected their con- 
verfion, and doubled their taxations.God hath herea great fort of tuppliants. ( The 
Poets tam, that Lite or Supplications are alwayes about Jupiter ) the heaven, the 
earth, the corn, &c. and he hearcth and {peedeth them all. Never any humble 

ı petitioner went fad out of his prefence : Never faid he to the houle of U/rael,Seck 
ye me in vain. The Heathen-idols may do fo,but He fcornsit. Are their any among the 
vanities of the Gentiles that can canfe rain? or can the heavens give foowers ? Surely 

, they cannot, till God have heard and anfwered them. The genealogie of rain of 
corn and wine is here refolved into Jehovah : and he promiferh to endow his beloved 
Spoufe with them as part (though the leaft part) of her joynture. Ad are yorrs Sor you 
are Chrifts x Cor.3,23. In marrying with the heir you have right to All-Here is om- 
nium rerum ubertas ob Dei femen Chriftum, faith Hier. plenty of all things for Chrifts 
fake, who whereever he comes,cometh with a Cornucopia a horn of falvation, be- 
fides a largeffe of outward comforts. This was very neceffary doétrinc at all times to 
be taught in the Church, left prefed with miferies, men fhould faint in their minds. 
Chrift knowes we haveneed of thefe things alfo : and therefore not only bids us 


pray, 
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pray,but promifeth to give us our daily bread by a concatenation ot caufes by alad- 
der of providences which the Heathens called Deftizy, but the Saints cail it the har- 
v mony ef the world ; agallant defcription whercof we have Ezr. 1,far different irom 
the Stoikes Fate or the doGrinc ot Piztoand Ariffotle and other of the worlds wiz- 
zards concerning the divine providence, which they cither denied or imbafed. 
aad they pall hear the earth ] which being chapt and fcorcht feemeth to follicite 
‘ fhowers and fattening influences by an elegant Profepepwiz, as if thefe infenliste crea 
tures underfiood what they did : when men are once in covenant with God, all the 
creatures will be ferviceable to them,yca greedy to do them good: they wil cven cry 
r it. 
i: Ferfe 22. And the earth foall hear | That is, fhall bear great tore of corn, wine, 
and oil ; new and frefh oil the word fignifies, newly expreft, clear and fling fach 
as iscalled golden oil, Zech.4.. Gods dear children fhall have the beit of the beit, 
Efays5. Even the kédueyes of wheat, or whatfoever dainties the carth can af- 
fordthem. They fhall/uck honey out of the Rock ; or, ifithe bat water, yet ic fhall 
betothem as {weet as hony, becaufe therein they tafte and tee che Lords goodnefiz, 
and they have meat to eat that the world wots not of. f 
and they foall hear Jezreel J that is they fhallanfwer the pains and prayers of Gods 
cople, who are herecalled Jezreel {till ( though the Sepruagint ead it Unter’) not 
to upbraid them with their former wickednefs and calamicics thereby procured 
( which yet was the firft reafon of that name given them Ch.1. ) but rathes to tet 
forth the riches of his grace imparted to fuch a gracelcfs people. And wirbali to 
{hew that nothing could hinder them from partaking of thofe ccvenant-mercics, 
and that happy communion with God whereto they were now rrftered. Tois very 
ı name of theirs ( once their fhame fhould now turn to their glory. OF Jesrre/ icat- 
; tered by God ( which is one fignification of the name ) they Mould become Jezreel 
‘afeed of God ( which is another ) that they might comfort thomfslves with the 
hope of Chrift the promifed feed, and know that their pofteri. should ix tio de- 
generate into Gentility, but that many of them fhould embrac. Cliritt and mherite 
the promifes, as did Araxxah the Jebufite who became a tamens Profelyre Fith97. 
( feethe Note there ) and as Jerher the Ifmaclite, 1 Chrony.i7. wa 2. isivith 
and religion called an If/raclite 2 Sam.17.25. andas Ch: if caleth himfelf j yns of Na- 
zareth asa title of honour, which was once caft upor him asa renrcach, 

Verfe 23. And Iwill fow her nato me inthe earth | Morin tne «ir, as ones, when 
they were feattered into the four winds of heaven, out iz z'vewsth. which tha 
heavens fhould hear vezfe 21. the inhabitants whereof {hunts ve muttips-2d : and be- 
come as the fand of the fea which cannot be meafured, nor nanibred, Clzp.tto. 
See the Note there, and Jer. 31.27. Esck. 36.37. The Preaching of the Goipeli:a 
kind of fowing of feed, 1 Pet.1.23. and this feeding is a tle arr that they may be 
gathered into heaven, where the mower pall fill bes bend cathe thet biidech 
Sheaves his bofom. And although Gods ctect lie here fora dme under che ciuis, yet 
at length they thal fructific,and many {pring from them by whore the name of Chritt 
{hall be {o propagated. Hejhal! fee his feed, he fall prolong his dyes, and the plean 
fure of the Lord fhall profper in his hand Efay 53.10. 

and I will have mercy upon her | Her unhappy name Lorwbamah thallbe done 
away, and the contrary come in place. Lo this is as it were the cvilogue of the 


Sermon, and it is very comfortable. The Sun of righteoufnefs loves not to fet ina’ 


feloud. Gracious is the Lord and righteous, yea our God is mersifull. Beit thathe is 
once righteous,yet he is both gracious and mercifull for it. Pfal. 116.5. The Jewes, 
for their feventie years captivity in Babylon, had feven feventies of yeers (fet forth 
by Daniels weeks )granted for the enjoying of their own count:y.Gods merrie bzar 
the fame proportion to his punifhments ( when he hath to deal wit} his clect poeple) 
which feven a complete number, hath toan unity. This promife here made, the 
Apoftle teftificth Rom.9.25. tobe begun to be fulfilled in his time by the converfion 
of fome Jewes, and calling of fome Gentiles, The full accomplifhment thereof we 
daily expect and pray for. 
and I will fay to them J that is,1 will make them fo : as when he faid to Lazarus 
come forth of the grave, he brought him forth : together with his wore there went 
forth a power. : : 
and they foall fay "| Dicere nftrum eft fides et obedientia nofira, faith alee 
cre 3 


here; we fay thus when we beleeveand obey. There fhall be reftored therefore 
between God and his people, a moft {weet harmony, and an intimate con junction : 
fuch as he had before defcribed to be betwixt himfelf and all the fecond cautes,for his 
Churches fake ; And truly itis never will with us indeed, till the heavens anfwer 
the earth, till Chrift the Sun of righteoufnels fo fhine into our hearts, that we melt 
and comply as here, and as Z.zch.1 3,9. See the Note. 


CHAP. IIL 


Verfer. To Said the Lord unto me, Go yet, >c. | This Yet is emphaticall : and 

it isas if he had faid Go cver the fame iubje& again in a thorter dif- 
courfezand lay before them the fame truthes,bucin more lively colours, that the ob- 
ftinace may be left without excufe,and the penitent may not be left without comfort. 
Terum abt, Goto them once more, and be inftant with them or land over them as 
Saint Pan! faith. 2 Tim.4.2. andas Saint Pani doth, in crying down the Jewes con- 
ceit cf being juftified by che works of the law, and in difgracing the fin of forni- 
cation fo commen at Corinth. Chryfoftom at Antioch having preached fundry Sermons 
againft fwearing, wasatlengch asked when he would preach upon another (abject ? 3 
He anfwered when you leave {wearing, Ie leave preaching againft {wearing. Aujtin 
would have a preacher fo long to purfue and preffe the 


d p ` fame point, untill by the De Dodd. 
§ gefture and countenance of the hearers he perceive tha: hey underftand it, and will Christian. 


practifeit. This is to whet the word of God upon per ale (as Mofes his phrafe is) Deut.6.7. 
by gcing oft over the fame thing, as the knife doth thé whet-ftone. A like type ig ie 
to the former is here firft propounded, fecondly expounded, thatat le 


ngth it might tere ficut 
faften. A preacher muf not defift, though at firft he prevail not ( as fome from this # acuendes 


fecond injun@ion colled, that this Prophet would have done ) but he muf turn 
him(elf into all fhapes and fafhions both of fpeech and of {pirit to win people to j 
God, with all long fiff.ring and do&rine, 2 Tim.4.2. And this the Lord here 
teacheth Hofa to do by his own example of patience and tolerance , notably fet 
forth in this enfuing type. 
Love a woman beloved of her friend yer an adultereffe | This was an harder task 
then to take her chap.t.2. in hope fhe would prove honeit. But now that fhe hath 
plaid the adultereffe and fo deterved to be difcarded, yetto love her, yea and that 
when fhe is habituated and hardened in her lewd practifes (as the Hebrew word fig- wontam 
nifieth ) Daras eft hic ferm», who can bear it ? If none elfe can, yet God both can aum quem 
and will, as appeareth by this whole Parable wherein the Prophet is commanded to /abitum 
reprefent God, as in the former type Chap.1. and by loving that wife which he had ^ ignifeat 
taken before, though fhe had plaid falfe with him, to fhew what was the love of ` 
God toward Ifrae/. She foriaketh me, faith He, who give her all the good fhe ei- 
ther hath or hopeth for, and followeth after thofe thar put bottles of wine to her 
mouth, the loves thoft flagons, &c. Ah finfull nation, a people laden with iniquity, 
&c. howbeit I will not relinquifh her,but will love her freely as if (he had never of- » 
fended me. O matchlefs mercy. O concio plena confolationis ! O moft comfortable Menegr. 
Sermon. God fo loved the world,the ALundus immundus,that he gave his onely bee © 
gotten Son,&c, This was a Sic withouta Sicat,there being nothing in nature that can 
poflibly paralleli it. See Rom. 5.8. God loveth Apoftates, idolarers, adulterers, yer 
notasfuch, but as he intendeth and refpecteth their converfion to himfelf : which 
nothing will fooner effeé then the fenfe of fuchan undeferved love, Iam not igno- 
rant that another fenfe is fet upon thefe words, as thus; Go yet love a woman not 
married,as yet but efpoufed unto thee, who may hereafter be thy wife ; but is for 
heradultery reje&ed for a long feafon : fo God loved the Ifraelites as an adulterous 
fponfe : and therefore for along while negleéted, but yetat length tobe taken by 
him to wife, according to Chap.2.15.39. 
Beloved of ber friend} fe. of fome paramour, as fer.3.1. thou hait played the 
harlot, with many lovers. Thefe the Greeks called éxuiexs fellow-friends , the 
whore was called Enipa.: fo they flattered their own vices putting gilded names on 
Them, as our blades name drunkennefs good-fellowfhip, harlots fhe-finners, &c. 
The Septuagint render it a woman that lover naughty thiags or naughty packs. But I 
like the former interpretation better ; and itis agrecable to the Chaldce pap j 
d 
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Who look to other gods} Look and luft, s vidi ! ne pirij ? the mind lodgeth 
in the eye, and looketh out at that window of wickedneffe. 1f t beheld the Sunne 
when it fhined, or the Moon walking in brightneffe : And my heart hath been fe- 
cretly enticed : or my mouth hath kiffed my hand, &c, Job alludeth to the pra- 
Gile of thofe old Idolaters, which was co kiffe their Idols, if they could reach 
them, as 1 King. 19. 18. (Cicero tels of the image of Hercules, cujus mentum 
ofculs adorantinm attritum fuit: and the Papilts fo kiffe their pictures, that hard 
Marble is worn with it, faith Sir E¢wia Sands, an eye-witneffe: ) But when they 
could not come at the Idol to kiffe it, they looked up and hijfed eeir band, in to- 
Quaft applica- ken of homage : and this was called adoration. Tiis looking to other gods, im- 
tio manus ados ports a turning toward them. Se Dent. 31. 18,20. a loving them, a longing af- 
; ter them, and an expectation of fome good from them. No wonder therefore thar 
fuch whorith hankerings and honings were offenfive to the jealous and juft God : 
but the nnjufk knoweth no shame, Zeph, 3.5. men are forbidden to much as to lift 
up their eyes to their Idols, Ezek. 23.27. And fhall 1 lic up mine eyes unto the 
hills í faith David, as fome read that Text)as if from thence came my help ? Abfit. 
Cant.4. Chrifts Spouse hath a Doves chaft cye: and he would have her like chat Perjiasz 

Lady, who being at Cyriss hiis Wedding and asked,how fhe liked the Bride-groom ? 
Howe faith fhe, 1 know not. 1 Jaw zo body there but my binb.wid. 
Sce Judg.9. and love flagons of Wine.) Luxury is the ordinary companion of Tdolarry, as 
27. & AMOS Pad. 22.6. 1 Cor. 10. 7. Bevel. 18. 13, 14. O monachi veftri fromechi, c. Ar 
2.8. TÈ : ers ae Leaks ere É : ae . 
Bechiveof Pars and Lovaina, the bethjgrine is called } inum Thr ologicim, the Divinity-wine = 
Rome. itis alfo called, Finn Cos ye. caloris odoris, faporis, optiniie Thofe Clergy-Locutts 
lick up all: chofe Abby-lubisers are good for nothing but to devour grain, like ver- 
mine: thofe wine-bibbers and fleb-mongers ( as S.clomon calleth them) are no becter 
then the exccrements of humane fociety, gelelim, belly-gods, and fit fervants of 
thofe dungy-gods, as idols are called, Hab. 2.18. with Exck. 4.17,18. And a 
fcavenger whofe livingis to empty privics, is far to be preferred before fuch an one, 
as looking to other gods, and making his git his god lives but to hil privies. bor 
a flagon of wine, ora meals-meat, any god may foon have the hearts and fervi- 
ces of fuch as have ( Poliphemus-like ) no fupream deity but their belly. 
Ferfe 2. So Iborghe her tome | God is to be obeyed, though it go never fo 
Epitet. much againft the heart, and the hair with us. “Law nh O29. Follow God was a 
Heathen, but anhoneft precept. Thishe that would do, muft firft deny himiely, 
and fay with that Dutch Divine, Veniat, veniat, verbum Dei, &c, Let a word of 
command come forth from God, and we will fubmit thereto, though we bad fix 
hundred lives to lofe, yea though we can fee no realon forit Indeed, in humane 
1 governments, where reafon is fhut out, there tyranny 15 thruft in. Buc where God 
commandeth, there to ask a reafon is prefumption, to oppole reafon, isim ree 
bellion. ` 
L bought her tome for fiftcen pieces of filver, | That is, fifteen fhekels, or fuil- 
lings, or thereabouts: no great price it was that he gave for her, whether for hire 

a or dowry: probably it was in order to marrying her, and in reference to that law, 
Deut, 21.11. Ifrael was once a precious people, Gods peculiar treafure, fuch as 
comprehended all his gettings. The Jews have a faying, that thofe feventy fouls, 
that went down with facob into Egypt, were more worth then all the feventy Na-5 
tions of the earth befide. But now behold, how cheap they are grown; they are 
valued allof them at fifteen pieces of filver, a goodly price. (Zach. 11.12. Alatt. 
27.9.) If the tongue of the righteous be as choice filver, yet the heart of the 
wicked is little worth, Prov. 10.20. There, (asin the Sea) is sit Leviathan (the 
king of allthe children of pride ) and there are crecpizg things innumerable, craw- 
ling lufts, and lawleffe paflions; but for any thing of worth, it is not there to be 
had. Hence as at the laft deltru&ion of Jerufalem, thirty Jews were fold for one: 
penny, fo here the whole body of the Nation are bought and fold for a fmall fum. 
How weak is thine heart, (how light-cheap) faith the Lord God to this light-hufwife, 
Ezek, 16.30. fecing thou doft all chefe things, the work, of an imperżons Whorifh wanan? God 
and his people reckon of men by their righteoufneffe: He looked down from hea- 
ven co fee who fought after God, &c. Pfàl. 14. 3- As for others, he regards them 
no more then men do drofe, draffe, chaffe, or fuch like refufe Ruffe, pali 9.1 A A 
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Job 3:.26,27. 
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Pfal. 1.3. &c. what ever great thoughts they take up of themfelves, and how ever 
the world rate them. <Aztiochus Epiphanes, that great king of Syria is called a 
vile perfon, Dan. 11.21. And, the adverfary ts this wicked Haman faith Efther: 
that was his true title, which he perhaps never heard till now. ; 
And an homer of barley, and an half homer of barley. God buyes not this 
people (though for never fo litle ) to ftarve them, but alloweth them alimony. 
though not fo fine a food: barley and not wheat. See Revel. 6. 5. prifoners pit- 
tance, courfe fare, fuch as flaves and beafts are fed with ; as fhe had been like horfe 
and mule, P/2/. 32. and left fhe fhould wax fat and kick, fheis held to ftrait allow- 
ance. Whereby is fignified the mean and low condition that the ten Tribes ( and 
afterwards all the Jews) fhould bein, till Chrift came to marry them to himfelfe. 
Firft, they fhould be valued bur at half the price of a flave. Secondly, they fhould 
‘be courfly fed, as beafts, with barley, or perhaps, not fo well as the Jews beafts: for 
among them, the mouth of the Ox treading out their corn, might not be muzled. 
But the Heathens were wont to putan Engin about their fervants necks, and it This engin 
reached down to their hands, that they might not fo much as lick of the wheat- 45 celled. 
meal, when they were fifting it. Now they were f{cattered among the Heathen maneaRt: 
and fold to the Nations for nought, Pfad. 44. 11,12. They that were wont to feed 
delicately, were defolate in the ftreets: they that were brought up in fcarler, em- 
braced dunghils, Lam. 4.5. their flagons of wine were turned into tankards of 
water, and their bellaria, or junkets ( fo the Septuagint render it, and not flagons ) 
into brown-bread, horfe-bread : that fo thofe whom pride, fulneffe of bread, and Ezet,16 
abundance of idleneffe had undone, hardfhip and penury might reduce to duty. ates 
God would feem for atime to have forgotten them, that they might at length re- 
member themfelves : he loves to chaftife mens infolency with indigency, as he did 
Hagars, Gen, 21.15. and the Prodigals, Leke 15. who for his twinifh life, was 
brought to fwines-meat, and thereby brought home to his father. It is the way of 
God to humble thofe he intendeth good unto, to prepare them for mercy by cut- 
ting them fhort of thefe outward comforts. Though this be here a threatning, yet 
there isa promife in it, vezfe 3. that God will take off the fmarting plaifter, fo foon 


_asit hath eaten out the proud fleth. It is in very faithfulneffe chat he aflicterh his 


people, becaufe he will be true to their fouls, and fave them. And hence it is that 
he fo diets them, and keeps them fhort, chat he may do them good in the latter 
end, that he may change their bricks ( made in their bondage ) sare Saphires, and 
Agates, See Exod. 24.10. with Sfai. 54 11. 

Verfe 3. Thou fhalt abide forme many dayes, } Even till the lait dayes, ver/e 5. 
or laft year, as Ezekiel hath it, chap. 38.8. Thus they have abode, or fat (asa 
defolate widow, fo the Hebrew hath it ) 700. years before Chrift, and above 1600. 
years fince in a moft forlorn condition; crying out in their daily prayers to God, 
Veniat regnum trum, bimberah, bejamenn, Let thy kingdom come tpeedily, even in 
ourdayes. And again, eÆdifica templum tuum, adifica, adifica, cito, cito, citò; 
Lord build, build, build thy Temple quickly, quickly, quickly. But Gods time is 
not yet come ; for they are not yet throughly humbled. Were they but ripe, he ts 
ready: when help is feafonable, his fingers itch ( faith One ) to be doing, as the 
mothers breaft akes, when it is time the childe had fuck, Exod. 12.40,41. Atmid- 
night were the firft-born flain, and Ifrael fent away,becaufe then exactly the 400. 
or 430. years of their captivity in Egypt were expired. So Dan.5.30. In that night 
was Bellhazxar flain: becaufe then exa&ly the feventy yeas were ended. God 
promifeth to take this Church again to wife, but having found her formerly fo fickle 
and faithleffe, he would for a long time trie her,and keep her unmarried as a proba- 
tioner : he would lay her ( as we do filthy garments ) a foaking, and a frofting, 
for many hundred years, to try them, and to purge, aud to make white, evento the 
time of the end, becanfe it is yet for atime appointed, Dan: 11.35. And to pre- 
fume to prefcribe to him in this cafe, is to fet the Sun by our Dial. As he never 
fails his in his own time, fo he feldome comes at ours. Here then our ftrength is, 
tofit ftill, E/ay 30.7. and not to flart up, and fay as that impatient Prince did, 2Kings 6.30. 
What foould I wait for the Lord any longer? Shall Chrift lofe his right in his wife, » 
becaufe he takes her not by the day fet down in our Calender ? Poffibly the Calen- 
der of heaven hath a poft-date to ours. Sure itis, that weare apt to antedate the 
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promifes in regard of the accomplifhment : as thofe Jer. 8. 20. that looked for 
help that fummer ac furcheft, but were deceived. See the difeafe and the remedy 
puctogether Hab. 2. 2. 3. and learn to wait. God will furely bring us to icif we 
belong to him: and thereby inure us both to patience and continence as here. 

thou fhalt not play the harlot cc.) thou fhalt not haften after another God, and fo 
multiply forrowes upon thy felf P/al. 16, 4. as he that hath broke prifon gets bur 
more irons to be laid upon him and a ftri@er watch, P/al, 44. 19. the Church 
though fore broken ix the place of dragons, and covered With the fhadow of death, yer 
fhe ftretched not out her hands toa frange God. She knew that was not the way to 
get offwith comfort. Is it becaufe there is no God in Ifrael, that thou gaddeft to 
the God of Ekron. 2 King. 1. Should nota people feek unto their God >. from the 
living to thedead > Should they feek to {lip out ata back-dore and to help them- 
{elves by forry fhifts, or finifter practifes. Is that ever like to do well? or will nor 
fuch be miferable even by their own election, Jon. 2. 8. Wherefore if God defer 
to help (as he doth ufually) hold out faith and patience. Waitupon him who even 
waits to be gracious, for he is a God of judgement and well knoweth how and when 
to deale forth his favours: Cite data cito vilefeunt, Manna being lightly come by, \ 
wasas lightly fet by. He therefore fufpends us, that he may commend his mercies 
tous: and when he comes with them, be the better welcome. The longer he 
holds usin requet, the more will hedo for us at length: and ifwe abide for him 
many dayes, we fhall be no Sofers thereby. 

for 1 alfo will be for thee} He will love thofe that tove him, and honour thofe 
that honour him. Yea, if any man love me, faith Chrift, my Father will iove bin, 
and I will love him, and will mantfcft my felf unto him, and Wwe will come nato him, 
and make ony abode with him. Joh. 14. 21, 23. I will Sather them (fc. into my 
bofome out of all nations) that are Sorrowful for the folemn Affembly who are of thee, 
to whom the reproach of it wis aburthes. Bebold at that time | will undoall that 
afflict thee Gc. Zeph. 5. 18. 19. 20, God efteems highly of thofe thar abide for 
vm in their banifhment, that ftay for him till he minde martiage with them, that 
fick to him in afli@ion, that refolve to re erve themfelves for him, foas if they 
cannot have comfort in God they will have none clfewhere. The Céerethites and 
the Pedethites that were with Duvid at Gath, and afterwards ftuck tohim when 
Abfalom was up, they were ever neare about him, as his guard, and dear to him 
as his favourites. God is AU in all to thofe that with the Spoufe will be bis alto- 


gether: hewilldo good to them with his whole heart, that feek hint with their whole 
heart Ce. 


That corrupti- 
Without, here 


cuftome they have now in Turky at the death of the 
ner known, but every man doth what is good in h 
be fent for, and fet upon his throne. Ifrael hath 
nor Civil Magiftrate of their own, (the ten tribes I meane: for Judah had both 
Prince and Priefts after the captivity, till the laft defolation,fince y 
no forme nor face of Church or commoa-wealth, 
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l s God had preferi ad Ephod. 
fuch an oneas God had preferibed, meant by facrifices an l . 
P» a is that thispeople were called dei becaule they received jee ee 
ec ait from Gods mouth. And ofephus calleth ae eames vai H a Š 
: T i ci urc 
7 God-government. ‘They received their order both for Ch ; 
Seen Weare trom heaven: which no aaa propi es ee ba ar a 
igl K f the Prophet Efuy; The Lord is onr fudge, 
ner, and might truly take up that of r ayy : nage 
7 sonr li 7 j ur Keng be Wil fave us. ut man g 
the Lord is our law-giver, the Lord is ovr > ee 
in honour is without underftanding &c. feburs2 waxed a ene a 
3 i ficed unto devils, not to God, to Go 
forfook God which made him, and facri E eons 
i haccame newly up &c. When Ephraim fp: 
whom they knew not, tonew Gods, t E 
ce ri g i ‘ gain{t him: 
and fpake right there was trembling and none dur ge agai ee 
in Bai jed ° ; paltry adverlary trampled upon hi í 
offended in Baal, he died: chen every pal ryt sighs ea 
: cri ld infule over him and ery, Credae 7 
dead man, then every fcurrilous Poet cou Pebe Lec Pe Aa 
, : then ever Turk could by way ofexecration fay, Fete 
Apella Nonego: then every common ry ee ey erent T 
; falla, and in deteftation of athing: / wuld L might ave « i - 
fe ated seco ney are ‘none more) under the cope of heaven i pay for 
their former Idolatry, but principally for their yer! A Soei on 
butin their confciences know to be the Shilo : y 
ce is i 3 Jonet fince departed from Judah, and a Law-giver ih PN 
his fees Gen. 49. 10. that for their fins which are many (fay the rae i > e 
et hides himfelfin the caverns and fecret places of the earth, is agèr papuzw an 
a retence, or rather a fubtlety of Satan, to hold them ftill in blindneffe, je o 
Skile their eyes : till when things that are never fo clere will not be beleeved. : 
Verfe 5. Afterward foall the children of \fruel return] They fhall come oe 
the furnace more refined then ever. By this tie the ni of T H purge f 
j : eth all the ftones o, 
and this is all che fruit to take away her fin: when he ma s ] Arh 
z that are beaten in funder; the groves and images i p- 
Phen E the right fruit of his fufferings, when he makes all o i 
ofthe Alter, as chalk-ftones, crumbling chem to crattle: when he a own the 
groves and images, thofe Ba/aams-blocks that lay in his way to God, and now re- 
meas tbe boed] from whom they had deeply revolted to feek a a rere 
vour, to feek his ordinances = ae sar see erie erase v ea 
in hi j oyce : 
well-pleafing in his fight. Their hearts f : Ast ee A 
are true converts indeed ,thefe are thofe fekers 24. E ne or oat 
ites i : be (whereever they are caft) withou 
Jfraelites indeed, fuch ascannot Siva Panne tale E 
i Chrift,who is here calledDvid by a Patrony 1 
ae wie allogon to the Apoftafy ofthe 7 ate oe ae coe 
3 i ll bewail as the roo Š 
from the true God; which nowalfo they fha iS dbs poe. Cha 
i ir Ki zall’d by Meffiah the Prince, and by Peter, Chri 
and David their King | Call’d by Daniel / ied ie antag aed 
d. See Løk, 1. 32. Some think he is here called the g ; 
the The Uana ik Lord and his goodneffe] B, a is ie glory, ig line 3 af ; 
ewi Lord, trepidabønt thatts, 
The Hebrew is, they fhallfeare to the ; aae ALO 
ft to him (as frighted doves do to their columbaries, Se mee 
hee that kgf he a Ee of homage: and with reverentiall feare fubmit 


to his kingdome. 
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ist inni fa new Sermon, or 
x . Heare the word of the Lord] Thisis the beginning o ) 

jadiciel ad of God againft ef ten tribes; which are here convented, aya 
fentenced. Jt begins with an Oyes , like that of St. Past. ee 13. : > Ta 
Yracl and ye that feare God (if any fuch bein fo generalla defection) si cer i 
Yc have heard Gods mind before ey e ye i, pypes atte as 
it i i 7 i ind an 
it in plaine tearmes, that you may fèe and oe sisi ait eden fon heaven 
even that excellent fpeaker, as he iscalld Dax. 10. that Arch-prophet whom ye 
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the Lord Chrift I mean who fpeaketh with Authority and is miwhry ix word and 
Ačo, deed, Heit was whom aish faw upon his throne, and heard ipeaking foo.a2.ar, 
Aad it isa Rule in Divinity , that where the old Tett:ment bringeth in God appear- 
{ ing and {peaking to the Patriarches, Prophets and people, itis to be vaderltood 
of the fecond perfon. Hear therefcre and give enr, be not prowd for the Lord hath 
fpokewit. The Lion hath roared, who will not fear? The Lord God hath fpoken, 
who can but hear and tear, humble and tremble ? 

Je children of Ifrael} Butoh how altogether unlike your father? Evenas un- 
Suck.34. 27. like, as Jehezechim ( that degenerate pant ) was to his father Jofish, chat plane of re- 
ps aow: ? His heart melted when he heard the law, 2 Chron. 34. but Jeboiachias cut it 

with a penknife and catt into the fire Jer-35.23. Thefe were I/racls children, and 

named the boxe of Jacob as thofe in Aficah chap. 2.7-but an empty title yeelds butan 

{empty comfortat laft. Is rhe {pirit of the Lord ftraitened ? ({ath the Prophet there: ) 

were thefe Jz0bs doings? Do not my words do good to him that walketh uprighz- 

ly? were you Ifraclites indeed, 1fhould not thus lofe my {weet words upon you: 

Ffay $5.3. but you would incline your cars and come unto me, hear as for life it {elf : cfpecially 
1 King 14. 6. ‘fince Į am fent unto you (as once Abijab was to Jeroboam: wife) with heavy tidings, 
with fucka Citation or proceffe from heaven as may well be unto yon as Suze ds 

‘meflage was to £/i ; that made both his ears to tingle; oras the hand writing was 

to B.:/thefar, that made his knees knock together. 

Lor the Lord hatha controverfie with the inbabitants of the Lad | The former 
title ( children of Irae! was too good) for them : they had difgraced their fathers 
family, and were therefore (Renbea-like ) fallen from their dignity. They fhall 
henceforth be called the inhabitants of the Land, as the wicked are called 
Revelation 12.13. in oppofition to the heavens ae! thole rinit dwell thr: iz, the 

Burgefles of the new Jers{alem : Abrabam had feed of two forts tome were 
as the duft of the earth Gen.13.16. others as the Stars of heaven Gez isis. And 
allare not J/rael that are of Ifrael, Row. 9.6. Afulti facerdores et panci facerdeses, 
faith Chryfoftome. There are many Miniiters, and yet buz few : many in name, bur 
few indeed: workmen that need not be afhamed ; Nomen insane, crimen immane, It 
1 was cold comfort to Dives in flames, that Abraham called him Sov; or io fedas, 
r that Chrift called him Friend ; or to thefe rebellions Jewes, thar God fommtinies 
‘called them his people, and had rooted out the curled Cueaaniter to make room for 
them, when as they lived in Gods good Land, bur not by Gods cod Lawes. for 
-which caufe the Lord hath herce a controverfic with them, a fart er Lay > aad being 
him{elf both plaintiffe and Judge, he is fure to cait them ; 


jor. 13.18. 
Am.3.7. 


«Hats fidei 


jogefires. Fea te caft them ertet 

that good Land as evils tenants, that fhould hold nO Jonger: for ver/:3. Ie threate- 

neth to plead againft them non verhis fed verberibus with pe? hace and with blood 

as Exek.38,22. to make them fay as ai gg.9. Woro bins ther firth with bes 

aad Maker, that hath him for his adverfary at Law ; fuch a once is ture to be nndone un- 
al.5.25. 


leffehhe agree with him quickly, whiles he is yet in the way with him, and before 
he be brought to thetribunall, For eves onr God is a confismine fire, Heb.12,29. his 
tribunal alfo is of fire, Exck.1.27. his pleading with finners iz flumes of fire,2 Thef-r. 
7- the triall of mens works fhall be by fire, 1 Cor.3.13. the place of punifhment a 
Jake of fire fed witha river of brimftone, T/ei.30.33. O pray therfore and prevent, 

“Arta. that God enter not into judgement with us: for if fo, no man living fhallbe jeftified 
in his fight. Gods people may have and fhall be fure to hayce the devilan dver/ary 

at LeWagainit them , as Saint Peters word fignifies 1 Pet.5.8, The accufer of the 
brethren he is called, which accufeth them before God day and nigh: Rev.t2.12. 
Bur bin they may refi? Pedfaft in the faith, and recover coft and charges of him, a; 
tmay fo fay : for they have Chrift to appear for them in heaven, FHeb.o.24. asa law- 
yer for bis client. 1 Job.2.2.r0 nonfuit all the devils accusations. The Spirit alic(asa 
Pavazchtus or Advocate ) maketh requeft for them to God intheir hearts, and help- 
eth them; to make Apelocics for themfelves 2 Cor.7.01. Again, if aman fiz casinft 
another, the judge fhalljndge him, faith old 1/1 to his wicked fons : tharis.the Um- 
“* pire may come and take up the controverfie and putan end to the quarrell. But if « 
1Sam.2.25. man have finned agataft the Lord, who fhail intreat for Lim ? who dare be his aqvyes- 
man ? no mediation of man can make his peace : no reconciliation can be here honed 

for, ‘bur by rinning from God as a Jadge,to God as 1 Father in Chrit. Ler men 


there. 


Sent tas 


as 
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therefore be wrought upon by che reprehentions of Gods faichfall Minifters, by 
whom he appealeth and impeachcth them. If they {tand ont as the old world did 
againft that Preacher of rightcoufnels, by whom he went and p eached to thote ípi- 
rits now in priton, (becaufe they would not tuke up the matter in time,bur futured 
and fooled away their own falvation ) he will break off his patience and fay as Gen.6, 
3. My [pirit pall aot alwayes firive with thefe men, for that they aljo are fef, ce. and oe 
are theretore the. worfe, becaufe they ought to be better : therefore they thall tare oa ps jé 
the worle, becaufe they would be no better. I have hewed them by my Prophets, ores efe 
Hof.6.5 but can make nó good work of them. Like ill timber,they fall to {plinters > debebant, 
and like ill {tones,they crumble all tto crattle : They are therefore fitter for the high- 

way & chimney corner,then for my building. My {pirit hall therefore {trive no more 

with thele perverie perfons, cither by preaching, difputing, convincing, &c. inthe 

mouthof my minifters ; or in thcir own minds and confciences by inward checks 

and motions which they reject, retufing to be reformed, hating to be healed. I will 

take away my {pirit,and fiience my Prophets / ashe doth verje 4. of this chapter ) 

and refolve upon their utter ruine : fith there is no good to be done upon them, See 

Ferf.17. of this chapter, with the Note there. Carrat ergo panitentia,ne pracurrat 

Entent tyre, 

fe Becanfe there ts no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the Land ] Lo 

here the charge : and knowing the judgement of God you muft needs fay thar trofe shat 

commit {uch things are worthy of «cath, Kom.1.33. For if the word [poken by Angels 

(the law given by Angels inthe hand of Afofes a Mediatour ) Were fledfuft and 

ewery tranferefion and difobedience ( that is every commiffion and omiffion ) received 

a juft recompenfe of reward, Heb.2.2. h uld thefe mifcreants clcape, that had 

left off to do good: and for evil they di h both hands earneftly; For the fecond 

table of the Law, it is articled againft them, (for matter of omiffion or de- 

fe& ) that there was neither truth nor mercy inthe land: And for the firft cable, that 

there was no found knowledge of Ged there ; and ‘confequently, no care of God, ci- 

ther inward or outward worthip : for there can be neither faith, nor repentance, nor 

duc obedience yeclded to an unknown God. A Samaritane fervice there may be ( ye Joh.4.22. 
worfhip ye know not What)but not a rationall fervice, Kom, 12.1. fuchas whereof a man 

can render a reafon.Now God willnot havea blind facrifice, Afal.1.8. t Chr. 28.9. 

It is nothing worth that men are vertuous, unlefle they joya to their vertue know- 

ledge. 2 Prt.1.5. nor that they offer facrifice, if they bring the /ucrifice of fools, 
Ecctef.5.t. Thofe muft needs be abominable and difobedient that are to every good 

work reprobate, injudicious as the word fignifics Tit x.ar. and what marvell thongh 

men be alienated frem the life of God ( ora godly life) through the ignorance that is én 

them ? Eph.4.18. But letus take the words in order. There is no truth. Here God 

declareth againit them, ( as Lawyers do againft offendors in courts ) and not for 

trifles,but firft for want of ruth or traffineffe in word and decd : without which 
humane fociety is but fanicslss ex arena a rope of fand,or arena fine calce {and with- 

out line, it cannot hold together. It wasan old complaint of the Prophets, that 

Truth was fallen inthe ftreets, and faithfulneffe failed from among the children of Efay 394 
men. When Vares was flain, Auguftus grieved exceflively ; and that becaufe zon Plal.r2.t. 
efet aquo verum audiret, he had nonc about him that would tell him the truth of 

things, and deal plainly with him. Af ultes anni jam tranfatlis, nulla fides oft in 

pallisy cc. Jeremy bewailes ir in his treacherous country men, that they bent their 

tongues like their bowes for lies ; but they were not valiant for the truth on the earth, 
Jer.9.3.they were mendaciorum logucciffimi(as Tertullian phrateth it)loud and leud 

liars, and (as Egefippus faith of Pilat ) they Were virt nequam et parvi facientes 
mendacium, naughty men, and fuch as made nothing of a lie. But Gods people arc 

faid to be children that will aot lie E fay 63.they are guauansels lovers of truth, which 

was the title of honour given to Arrianus the Greek hiftorian : when as of all o- 

ther hiftorians J opé/cus teftifieth, that there is none gai non aliquid eff mentitus that j 

taketh not the libertic ro lic more or Ieffe.. And for flipperineffe in contracts 

and covenants, nothing is more common amongft men; its counted a peccadello. 

But the God of truth, the faithfull and true witnefs, as Chrift is called, 

counteth it not fo. See Ezekiel 17.15. &c. 1 Tim. 4.2. and 2 Timothy 3-3- 

Thercate that take truth here for juftice; according ro Zech,8.16.and fo it {uites 

well with that which followeth. Nor mercy] Theie two are fet together Mic. 6.8. 
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(todo jeflly , and to love mercy ) as the fumme of the fecond Table. Mouth- 


Jam, 2.15.16. mercy there was enough, fuch as was thar in St. James his dayes. But there is not 


Eny 23.18, 


¥ Tim.6. 18. 


any one that taketh Zion by the band, Elay 51.18. that draweth ont his foul to the 
byigry, and dealeth bes bread to fach, Efay 58.7,10. Sodom had fulneffe of bread 
but would part with none to ftrengthen the hands of the poor and needy Ezek. 
16. 49. Therefore fhe had jsdgement without mercy, that had fhewed no mercy, 
James 2.13. Whereas Tyrus when once fhe left heaping, and hoarding and 
brought forth her merchandife for them that dwell before the Lord to ear Jafizi- 
ently, and for durable clothing, isrenowned and reckoned among thofe that came 
to Chrift with their defirakle things, as fome read that Text, Hag. 2.7. Colligent 
omnes [Juos thefanros (fo Calvin readeth it ) they fhall come with ftrong affections 
with large contributions, as chofe primitive Saints did, 4s 4. 34. The fame He- 
brew word Chafd, fignitieth both Same and Afercifull ; and it comes of Chefed 
the word here rendred mercy, or bounty. The tender mercies of the Almighty thed 
forth abundantiy upon fuch, leave a compaflionate frame upon their hearts, asin 
the Gaoler, és 16. Their thoughts fteeped in the mercies they have received, are 
dyed of the fame colour as cloth is in the dye-fat. Col, 3.12. This Text, after xo 
mercy, fitly addes, i 
nor knowledge of God inthe land. ] Heb. And no knowledge of God : fe 
there is no knowledge of God inthe land, Did men but God ie 
but tated and feen how good the Lord is, they would noc be fo hide-bound and 
ftrait-handed to their poor brethren: but ready te diftribute, willing to communi- 
cate. They are the dark places of the earth, that are full of the habitations of cruelty 
Pfal.74 20. Butin the kingdome ofgiilagift chey Mall not hurt, nor deftroy in all 
my bely mountain, faith the Lord: hy? For the earth foall be fal of the 
kxowledge of the Lord, asthe waters cover the fea, Efay 11.9. St. Past thanks his 
ignorance for his perfecutions, and blafphemy, 1 Tirs. 1.13. and refolves the finne 
of thofe Kill-Chrifts into their not knowing of him, 1 Cor. 2.8. Surely as toads 
) and ferpents grow in dark and dirty fellars: So doth all fin and wickedneffe in an 
ignorant and blinde foul. Hence, in this Text, after xo knowledge of God inthe 
i adie ney s roll of Pareo inthe next werfe. By fwearing, 
and lying, and killing, and ftealing . &c. blinde Ale- ‘ 
a dae ral £: re pe $: Ale-houfes are finks and fources 
In the land. ] Though it were a land of light, a i i 
£ of the reft of the world -Though in Judah was Gol he a n pee 
» Hrael, Pfal-$6.1. Men may remain groffely ignorant amid{t a multitude of means: 
and ix a land of righteon{neffe deal unjafily, and why ? they willnot behold the 
Majefty of the Lord, E/ay 26.10, & verfe 1. They will nor fee. They are willingly 
1 dgnorant, faithSt Peter: Ue liberis pecceat libenter ignorant, faith Bernard, The 
hate the light faith our Saviour; It is unto them as the foadew of death faith er Hence 
they fhut the windowes,left it fhould fhine upon them: orifit do,they rebel againft 
, it, rufh againft it, as Bats do againft torches in the night. That light they have by 
nature, or otherwife (asa Prophet from God ) they detain and imprifon in unrigh- 
reoufneffe, Rom. 1.18. Their knowledge of God, if any, is onely apprehenfive 
and not affedtive, cognofcitiva, non vita direftiva, illightning, not transforming 
ue eee image, oa co nae n children of light: Iris notionall know- 
3 experimentall and practicall. p i ir li 
conan ae Ta p alle Hence, fueh outrages in their lives, fuch 
_ Verfe 2. By fmearing, and lying and killing and flealing, } Heb. To fwear.an 
. Hea ee ee ae r adultery: Todo af this ede licitum dais 
> alt pardonable. Itis or ife: À 
AET ar pees tr grown toa common practife: and cuftome of 
By fwearing, | Heb, by curfing, or [wearing with ax execration and curfing 
which was commonly added to an Oath, to confirm it the more, Deut.29.12, 21. 
Nehem. 10.29. And indeed, in every lawfull oath, God is called to witneffe, to 
bleffe us, if we fwear right, and to curfe us, if otherwife. Such an oath isafpeciall 
part of Gods worfhip, and is oft put for the whole: as here, falfe atid frivolous 
oaths are put for the violation of the whole firft Table, and fet in oppofition tothe 
knowledge of God in the Land : like as Lying is oppofed to trath; and killing, 
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fleating, whoring, to mercy, or kindaeffe: Before, God had complained of their 
defects, or omifiions: hereof their commiffions and flagitious pradtifes: Swearers 
(but efpecially falfe-fwearers ) are traytours to the State, as appeareth here, and 
ger. 23. 10. they bring a curfe, nay a large roul of curfes( ten yards long, and five 
yards broad) upon their hearts, and Zach.5 .2. and fhall one day howl in hell. The 
fame word that is here rendred fearing, fignifieth alfo to howl, Joel 1.8. Goto 
now therefore ye {wearers, weep and howlfor your miferies that fhall come upon 
ou, lames §.1,---12. Weep here, where there be wiping handkerchiefs in the hand 
of Chrift: better do fo, then yell with devils who have borrowed your mouthes, to 
utter horrid blafphemies. Swearing is of the devil, faith our Saviour, Matrh.§.37« 
and it brings men to the devil, faith St. dames, Chap.5.12. ` They object, that chey 
{wear nothing but the truth. But that’s not alwayes1o. Swearing and dying are 
here fet together , as feldom fundred. The marvel, if he that {weareth commonly, 
do not forfwear frequently: for he fweareth away all his faith and truth. But, fay 
they {wear truth : yet that excufeth not. Truth is but onecircumftance of an oath, 
Jer. 4.2. Men, as they muft {wear iz trath, fo in righteou{neffe, ( not rafhly, furi- 
oufly) and iz judgement, not in jeft. Swear notin jeft, left ye go to hell in earneft. 
Itisthe property and duty of a godly man to fear an oath, Ecclef. 9. 2. and not 
to forbear it onely. As on the other fide, no furer figne of a profane perfon, then 
common and cuftomary fwearing. It were wellif fuch were ferved as Lewes the 
ninth of France derved a citizen of Pars ; he feared his lips for {wearing with an hot, 
iron. And when fome faid,it was too cruel an act ; I would to God faid he,chat with 
fearing mine own lips with an hotiron, I could banifh out of the Realm all abufe of 
oathes, Thofe that plead, they have gotten a cuftome to fwear, and therefore they 
muft be born with, fhall have the like anfwer from God that the thief had from the 
Judge. He defired the Judge to fpare him, for ftealing had been his cuftome fram 
his youth, and now he could not leave it. The Judgereplied, it was alfo his cu- 
ie to give judgement againit fuch malefactours ; and therefore he muftbe cone 
emned. 
And lying, ] Fitly linked with fwearing. Some gravellor mud ever paffeth, 
away with much water ; fo do fome lies with much fwearing. How oftdo men for- « 
get their oathes, and fwear again that they have not fwern at all? Should mens 
excrements come from them as oft, and they nog feelit, they would be full forry, 
and afhamed thereof. Now fwearing and lyin le men much worfe then. any 
jakes can do, Mark, 7. 22, and render them edious to God and good men. Lying 
is a blufhfull evil: Yherefore doth the liar deny his lie, as afhamed to be taken with 
it; and our ruffians revenge it with a ftab, God rankes and reckons it with the 
moit monftrous fins; and fhuts it out of heaven, Kevel.21.8. Arifforle faith, It is Arif Ethic; 
in it felf evil and wicked, contrary to the order of nature, ( which hath given words lib, 4. c7.. 
to expreffe mens mindes and meanings }*deftructive to humane fociety. Pythagoras __ 
was wont to fay, thatin two things we become like unto God. 1. in telling trarh, <#lian. Var. 
2. In beftowing benefits. Now, Mentiri, is contra mentem ive; To lie, is ro utter ,“™ 
a known untruth with an intention to deceive, or hurte The Cretians of old were 
infamous for this: The Friars of late: “Twas grown toa proverb among our forefa- 
thers: A frier, a lier: °Tis now amongft us, Every lier is, or wonld be a thief. Tii 
Hence, dying and ftealing go coupled here : but betwixt them both ftands kidding, as korneg, 
ufhered in by the former, and oft occafioned by the later, Pro. 1,19, 3 eati: 
and killing, | This follows fitly upon the former: for truth hath alwayesa 
\fcratcht face. The devil was firfta liar; and then a murtherer. He cannot fo well Johg.4g: 
ı murther, without he flander firft. The credit of the Church muft firft be taken, 
away, and then fhe is wounded, Cant. 5.6. The people herein England, once 
complained , that Humphrey Duke of Gloucefter, that noble Patriot, was twice Speed. 
murthered : firft, by detraétion, and then by deadly pradtife. The French havea 
Proverb; Thofe chat have a minde to kill their neighbours Dog, make the world 
beleeve he was mad firt- This is their Proverb, and accordingly was their pra- 
dtifein the Maffacreof Paris. A little before which, they gave out, chat the Pro- 
teftants met by night, to plot againft the State, and to commit all manner of un- 
cleanneffe amongft themfelves- This is an old trick of the Devil andhis Inftruments, 


firft to belie the Church, and to reprefent her to the world ia che uglieft hue ; = 
: then 
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thento perfecute her, like asof old they ufed to put the poor Chriftians in Bears 
or Lions skins, and then bait them with dogs. Paslus Fagius ceportsa {tory of an 
Egyptian, who faid, chat the Chrittians were a colzvies of moiit filthy lecherous 
people. And for their keeping of the fabbath, he faith, they had a difeate upon 
them, and were therefore faine to relt every feventh day. The Papifts accufed the 
Waldenfes(thofe ancient Proteftants ) for Manichees ; and that they affirmed there 
were two beginnings of things, God and the devill &c: and all becaufe they con- 
{tantly affirmed that the Emperour had no dependance upon the Pope. They gave 
them out alfo for Arrians (and publifhed their Croifado’s againft them as enemics 
to Chritt) and all becaufe they denyed that a craft was tranfubftanciaced into Chrijf. 
To make way for the ruine of England by the sun-powder-plor, they gave our be- 
yond fea that the people here looked as black as devils, were grown barbarous, and 
did eat young children. That we held opinion to worthip no God,ceo ferve the rimes, 
to prefer profit before right, to pretend the publike caufe to-our private lufls, to 
cover hatred with flattery, to confirme tyranny by fhedding innocent blood, to 
keep faith no longer then will ferve our own turnes &c. And if the plot had raken 
effect, they had fathered it upon the Puritans (having proclamations ready framed 
for the purpole) that under that name, they might have fuckt the blood and re- 
veld inthe ruines of all fuch here, as had bue the love, or any thew of found re- 
ligion. The word here ufed for kidding tignifies to Rill with marthering weapon, 
fuch as David felt in his bones, P/al. 42. 10. fuch as Cofignins and other the 
poore Proteftants felt in the French Maffacre : where the Queen of Navarre was 
poifoned, the moft part of the peereleffe Nobility in France murthered, together 
with their wives and children ; and of the common people an hundred thoufand 
ia one yeare, in diverfe parts of the realme. What thould I fpeake of the innocent 
blood of Ireland, for which God hath already and yet ftill will make diligeut inqai- 
fiton. Ifthe blood of Abel had fo many tongues as drops Gea. 4. 10. what then 
of fo many righteous Abels? Surely Ihave feen Jefterday (faith God) the blood of 
Naboth 1. King, 9. 26. Murther ever bleeds frefh in his eye: to him many 
yeares, yea that eternity that is paftis but yefterday. Neither is he wanting to 
punifh it even in this pretent world. He avengeth the innocent blood that Alana feh 
fhed, a long while after his death: he would not pardonit, no, though Manaffeh 
repented of it, 2 King. 34. 4. The mountains of Gilboah were accurted, for the 
blood of Saz! and fozathan {pile upon them. 2 Sam. x. and whata deale ofdoe 
we find in the law made, when aman was murthered Dent. 21. 1, 2, &c. the 
valley where the expiatory facritice was (laine in that cafe was from thenceforth to 
‘Be neither cared nor foxen Ferfe4. còc. inallto thew, whata precious efteem God 
hath of mans life: and what controverfie with a land for fhedding of blood. 
and ftealing | Thofe publics latrones efpecially, publike theeves that fit in purple 
robes: and by wrong judgement opprefs #hd rob the poor innucents are here inten- 
ded, as Calvin thinks ; Sec Jfa, (23. and 33.) So are-all others that cither by force 
or fraud get into their hands their neighbours goods; whether, J fay, it be by 
violence or cunning contrivance, the Lord is the avenger ofall fuch. 1 Thef: 4. 6. 
$o that though haply they lie our of the walk of humane jultice, and come not un- 
det mans cognizance, yet God will find them out, and fend his flying roule of cur- 
fesafter them, Zech. 5. 2. 3. be fhal vomit up his fiveet morfels, here 70b 20, 15. 
or elfe difgeft in hell what he hath devoured on earth:as his belly bath prepared deceit, 
fob. 15. 35. fo God will take it out of his guts againe: either he fhall make refti- 
tution of his'ill-gotten goods, or for not doing it, be fhall one day conch in hell, as 
Father Latimer phrafeth it. . 
and committing adultery] This is alfo an hainons crime (faith holy 70%) yea itis 
an iniquity ta be punifoed by the Judges Chap. 31. 11. Heathens have penifhed it 
very feverely. Of one people we read that they ufed to put the adulterers or adul- 
tereffes head into the panch ofa beaft where the filth of it lay, and fo {tiffled him, 
God punithed thofe ftinking Edomites with ftinking brimftone for their lorhfome 
bruitifhneffe ; and adjudged adultery to death: becaute fociety and purity of 
pofterity could not otherwife continue amongft men. We read not in any general 
commandement of the law, that any thould be burnt with fire, but the higli-prietts 
daughter for adultery. Zev, 21. 9. yet it feemes it was in ule before the law, a 7 
ndah 


_ Cuar, 4. 


a 


be iraani 


the Prophecie of Hofea. 


See an ii- 
ftance of both thefe even in our times: In the yeare 1593. in Londen, two ciri- 
fens committing adultery together on the Lords day, were ltruck dead with fire 
foi heaven in the very act of uncleanneffe: their bodies being left dead in the phice 
halfburnt up, fending out a moft lothfome favour, for a fpečtacle of Gods contro- 
yerfy againft adultery and fabbath breaking. This judgment was fo funous and 
remarkable that Laurent ins Bayealiak a forrain hiftorian hath thought good to re- 
gifter it to pofterity. Mr. Clerver reports of one that he knew that had commit- 
ted the a of uncleanefe: and in the horrour of confcience he hang’d him- 
felf: But before, when he was about to make away himfelf, he wrotin a paper, 
and Icft it in a place to this effect: Indeed, faith he, 1 acknowledgg it to be utter- 
ly unlawiull for ainan to kill himfelf: buti am bound to actthe Magittrates part, 
becaufe the punifhment of this fin is death: This a& of hiswas not to be juftitied, 
Fiz. to be his owndeathfman: bue it fhewes what a controverfy God hath with 
adulterers, and what a deep gafh chat fin makes in the confcience, 

they breakout }like wild horfes over hedges: or proud waters over the banks. 
The Sepruaginerendersin eextye mu They are posred out. And St. Jude hatha like 
expreilion, {peaking of the Libertines of his time Verfe 11. they run greedily, Gr: 
they Were powred out, or powred away as water out of aveffel: they ran headlong, 
or save them/elves over to work all uncleannefs with greedineffe,to fatisfie their lufts, 
and to oppote with crelt and breft whatfoever ftandsin their way ; bearing down 
all before chem. So Sodom and Gomorrah are (in the feventh verfe of the fame 
cpittle)faid by unbridicd licentioufneffe to give themfilves over to fornication, In feor- 
tutionem cffufe. And when Lot fought co advife them better they fet up the briftles 
at him, with 


Bafe bufie franger, comeft thox hither this 
Coatrowler- like to prate and preach to us? cee. 


Thus thefe E ffratferes (as the Pfalmift fomewhere calleth them) thefe breach-ma- 
kers, breake Chrifts bands in funder, ( as Sump/on did the feven green withes ) and 
caft away his cords from them. ‘Thele unruly Belialifts get the bit betwixt their 
teeth, like headftrong horfes; and cafting their rider, rifeup againfthim. They 
like men (or rather like wilde beatts ) traa(ereffe the covenant Hof. 5. 7. refolving 
to liveas they lift, to take their fwinge infin: for who, ( fay they ) is Lord over 
us? Tremellius veades that text, tinquam hominis, they tranfgrefle it as if it were 
the covenant of aman : they make no more of breaking the law,then as if they had. 
to do with dult and afhes like them felves, and not with che great God that can 
tame them with the turn ofhis hand, and with the blaft of his mouth blow them in- 
to hell. Hath he not threatened to walk contrary to thofe that wath, contrary to him, 
to be as crofs as they for the hearts of them, and to bring upon them Jeven times 
more plagues then before, and feven rimes and feven to thar, tillhe have got the 
better ofthem ? for isit fit that he fhould caft down the bucklers firit ? “I trow 
not. He will be obeyed by thefe exorbitant, yokeleffe, lawleffe perfons; cither 
actively, or paflively. Lhe law was added becaufe of tranfereffion: and is given, 
faith, the Apoftle, zot tothe righteous, for they are duztvouor a law to themfelves, 
(asthe Thracians boafted ) but ro the dawleffe znd difobedient, who count licentiout- 
neffe the onely liberty, and the fervice of God the greateft flavery; who think no 
venifon fweet but that that is folen, nor any mirth bur that which a Salomon would 
fay to, Thos mtd faole what do’jt thon ? Toe, for fuch rebels and refractaries, for 
fuch mafterleffe monfers as fend meflages after the Lord Chrift faying, We will nor 
have this man to raigue over sts, for thefe, I fay, was the law made, to hamper 
them and fhackle them, as fierce and furious creatures: to came them and taw them 
with its foure iron teeth, 1 of Irritation, Rom. 7. 7. 2.ly of Induration, [/a.6.10, 3.ly 
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eAn Expofition on 
3. OF obligation rocondigne punifhment, Gen. 4.4. 4. OF exeeretio#, OF aq 
lediction, Deut. 28. 16, 17, &c, Let men cake heed therefore how they break out 
againft God : Let them meddle with their matches, and not contend with him that 
is mightier then they: ’ Tis the Wife-mans counfell, Ecclef. 6.10. 

and blood toxcheth blood. | i. e. there is a continuation, and as it werea concate- 
nation of murders, and other horrible villenies, as was at Jerufalem in the murther 
of Zacharias, the fon of Barachias , the blood of the facrificer was mingled with 
the blood of the facrifice: Andas Luke 13.1. the like fell ont. Soar ethens, 
when Scylla took the Town, there was dveacis cgay}, a mercileffe laughter ; the 
gutters running with blood, &c. And fo at Samaria ( which the Prophet may here 
probably intend ) when there was fuch killing of Kings; (and they fall not alone) 
Hofea killed his Predeceffour Pekah, as he had done Pekahizh; ALenahem killed 
Shallum, as Shallam had done Zacharias: fo true is that of the Poet, 


Cuar. 4.. 


Ad generum Cereris fine cade Œ fanguine panci, 
Defcendunt Reges, © ficca morte tyranni, 


What got moft of the firft Cefars by their adoption, or defignation to the 
Empire, Nifi ut citins interficerentur, but to be killed fo mech rhe fooner? All 
or moft of them, till Cozftantine, died unnaturall deaths: As afterwards, Phocas 
the traytour killed the good Emperour Manritiss, ftewing him in his own broth. 
Heraclins flew Phocas, putting him toa fhamefull and tormentfull death &c. Con- 
radinus King of Germany, and Duke of Sweveland was beheaded by Charles King 
of Naples and Sicily; and the headf-man pre‘ently beheaded by another, se ex- 
taret qui jatlarct tam generofum fanguinem a fe effufum, (faith mine Authour ) 
that there might not be any left to boaft, that he had fpilt fo noble blood. Our 
Richard the third, that bloody and deceitfull man, is faid to have ufed the inftru- 
ments of his cruell plots, ( his cut-throats I mean ) as men do their candles ; burn 
the firft out toa fnuffe, and then, having lighted another, tread chat under-foot. 
Faux (that fatall actor of the intended Powder-tragedy ) fhould have been thus 
rewarded by his brethren in evil, had the plot taken effect. 1c is that famous and 
never to be forgotten fifth of November 1651. wherein I writ thefe lines: And 
therefore in way of thankfulneffe to our ever-gracious Deliverer, 1 here think good 
to fet down the relation as Mr. fobs Vicars ( in his Quinteffence of crucity, or 
Poem of the popifh Powder-plot ) hath declared it to the world, as he had irfrom 
Mr, Clement Cotton, the Compofer of the Englith Concordance, who alfo received 
it from Mr. Pickering of Tit/marfo-grove in North-bampton-fire, and it is thus. 
This Mr. Pickering being in great efteem with King James, had an horfe of fpeciall 
note, on which he ufed to hunt with the King: This horfe was borrowed of him 
(a little before the blow wasto be given ) by his brother in law K eyes ( one of the 
Confpiratours ) and conveyed to London, for a bloody purpofe, which thus was 
plotted: Faux onthe day of the fatall blow, was appointed to retire himfelf to 
St. Georges-fields, where this faid horfe was to attend him to make his efcape fo 
foon as the Parlament-houfe was blowen up. It was likewife contrived, that the 
faid Mr. Pickering ( noted for a Puritan ) fhould be that very morning murthered 
in his bed, and fecretly conveyed away: As alfo that Faux himfelf fhould have been 
murthered in St. Georges-fields, and there fo mangled and cut in pieces as that it 
might not be difcovered who he was. Whereupon it was to be bruited abroad, that 
the Puritans had blown up the Parliament-houfe: And the better to make the 
world beleeve fo, there was Mr, Pickeréag with his horfe ready to make an efcape, 
but that God ftirred up fome, who fecing the hainoufneffe of the fad, and he 
ready to efcape by flight, in deteftation of fo horrible a deed fell upon him, and 
killed him, and fo had hackt him in pieces. And yet to make it to bemore ap- 
parant to be fo indeed, there washis horfe found alfo, which was of fpeciall {peed, 
and {wiftneffe, to carry him away : and upon this rumour, a maffacre f:ou'd have 
gone thorow the whole Kingdome upon the Puritans. But when this plor, thus 
contrived, was confeft by fome of the Confpiratours, and Fax in the Tower was 
made acquainted with it, ( who had been born in hand, to be bountifully rewarded 
for that his fervice inthe Catholike caufe ) when he faw how his ruine was sos 

ved, 
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ved, healfo thereupon confeffed freely all chat he knew touching that horrid and 
hideous confpiracie, which ( before ) all the torture of the rack could not force 
him to. The truth of all this is attefted by Mr. illiam Perkins an eminent Chriftian 
and Citizen of Londo, who had it from the mouth of Mr. Clement Cotton : which 
I could not but here infert, as coming to my minde and Pen, on the very day where- 
on (46. years fince ) it fhould have been acted, when my felf was but four yeers 
of age, and it being the urmoft that I can remember : but if ever I forget, let my 
right hand forger her cunning. Remember, O Lord, thefe children of Edom, &c. 
thefe Romifh Edomites,, Efauites, Jefuites, who faid, Rafe it, Rafe it, even to the 
foundation, O daughter of Babylon, &c. The Rabbines call the Romilts, Edomites, 
(they interpret the mountof Efau, Obad. ver. 21. to be meant of Rome ) and well 
they may, for their blood-guiltineffe, for which they are hated of God, Pfal.5. 6. 
Who cannot but remember, that their fins (as a cart-rope ) have reached up ro hea- 
ven, Rev, 18. 5. there having been a concatenation, or a continued Series of them 
as the Greek there imports, and (as fome here interpret ) blood touching blood ie 
cording to Efay 1.15. Your hands are full of blood. And Chap. 4. 4. The fiith ofthe 
daughter of Zion, and the blood of Jerufalem. This fence, the Chaldee Paraphrafe 
maketh. The Sepruagint ( with their paseo, mingle blood with blood) feem to un- 
derftand it of inceftuous matches and mixtures forbidden, Levit. 18. 6. and yet 
avowed by David George and his difciples, and pra@ifed in the Court of $ pain, by 
Papal! difpenfation. 

Verfe 3. Therefore fork the land mourn, Here the Lord proceeds to give 
fentence ; and it is dreadfull indeed. Lugebit terra, languebit incola, &c. You 
will not mourn, therefore your land fhall: the ugly face of your fin fhall appear 
in the miferable defolation of your Countrey : There ts no truth, mercy, or knowledge 
of God in your land: which even groans under your burden, the axelrree thereof 
being ready to break: thereforcit fhall be eafed of you, by my fore, and grear, 
and {trong fword, which fhall ‘oon make work amongft you, and lay all waft. 
And as Gods red horfe of warre is followed by the black horfe of famine, and that 
black one, by the pale horfe of peftilence, Rev.6.4:5,8. fo fhallit be here. As by 
fwearing, and lying,, &c. you have broke out, fo fhall my whole wrath break out 
upon you asa mighty torrent, As blood hath touched blood, fo punifhment fhall 
follow hard upon fin: for thefe two are knit together with chains of Adamant, 
faith the Poet. If thou do evil, fin lies at the door, faith God, Gen. 4. 7. thatis, 
Supplicium imminet, idque proximum e& prafentiffimum, faith unim there: Evil 
fhall hunt the wicked man to deftroy him: his fin hall find him outas a blood- 
hound, and haunt him asan hell-hag. Where iniquity breaks-faft, calamity will 
be fure to dine; to fup where it dines, and to lodge where ir fups. No fooner had 
man finned, but the earth was curfed for his fake, Gen. 3 17,18. Je was never 
beautifull nor cheerfull fince. At this day it lies bed-ridden, and looks to be burnt 
up fhortly with her works, 2 Pet.3.10. Here it is brought in asa mother in mour- 
ning, bewayling the loffe of all her children, and refufing to be comforted. And 
furely though the land be eafed of a very heavy burden, as Ihave faid, when pur- 
ged by Gods juft judgements of her ungratefull and wicked inhabitants : yet be- 
caufe fhe lics under the dint of Divine difpleafure at fuch a time, therefore is fhee 
rightly faid to mogra in this cafe, and to bein a fad difconfolate condition, ( See 
fer. 12.4. ) fhe becomesa very Abil, (that’s the word here ufed, fee Judg. 14.33.) 
a Bochim, an Hadadrimmon, an Iri-fland ; and being defolate foe mouraeth unto thee: 
for fhe feeth that her convulfions are like to end ina deadly confumption, 

And every one that dwelleth therein fhall lang nifh,} Heb. foall wither as a flower, 
Nahum 1.4. Or, foal be weakened. Thofe that now ftand upon their tiptoes, and 
face the very heavens, ftouting it out with God, fhall then be weak as water,withe- 
red as a flower, {trengthleffe as a moth-eaten-cloth, P/al:39. 11+ low-{pirited,and 
creft-faln, asthe king of Sodom, (erft man good enough to look four kings in the 
face, but anon fuppliant to Abraham, a forlorn forreiner, Gen. 14.21.) AZanaffeb 
that fturdy rebell, in trouble bafely hides his head among the bufhes,2 Chroz.3 3.1%. 
Calignia in time of thunder ran under beds and benches. Aflidion will tame,and , 
take down the proudeft fpirits : they break in adverfity that bore their heads on 
high in profperity: they {peak out of the ground, and whifper out of the ane 
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that look to be brought into the duft ofdeath P/a/. 22. 15. It isthe peftilence that 
here feemeth to be threatened ( as before {word and famine ) and an universal! 
peftilence too ; reaching not onely to men but to other creatures made for mans 
ufes, which fhewes the greatneffe of the wrath: like as whena King not onely ex- 
ecuteth the traytour, but alfo pulleth down his houfe, confifcateth his goods, and 
and difinheriteth his children &c. But what have thofe fheep done? the beatts, 
birds, and fifhes chat they muft fuffer alfo ? It is buc -reafon they fhould, fith firt 
they are part of mens enjoyments: fecondly they are many times ( though harme- 
leffe in themfelves ) yet inftruments of mens fin: and therefore well doth the Chal- 
dee here paraphrafe Diminutionem patientur propter hominum peccata they thal faffer 
for mans fin: who may therefore well fay to them, as Judah did to Tamar, Thon 
art more rigtcous then J. 
with the beafts of the field | which fhall dye by the murrian. 
Jofeph. and the fozles of the ayre |which fhall catch the contagion, and fall down dead: 
as thofe birds do that attempt to fly over the dead fea. 

and the fifhes of the fea alfo fhall be taken away |C olligentur, conficientur they fhali 
be gathered together as feeking help one of another in a common danger: and yer 
they fhall be deftroyed, the very waters being peftilentiall, as they were here in 
King Edward the thirds dayes ; fo that the very foulesand fifhes had botches up- 
on them. This was a heavier judgement then that which befell the old world : 
for then the fifhes perifhed not: though the Jew-dottours would perfwade us that 

; thefe alfo died inthe food: for that the waters thereof were boyling bor. 

Ferje 4. Yet let no man ftrive nor reprove another] let him not lofe fo much good 
labour, and {pili fo many fiweet words upon this people: for they are grown uncoun- 
fellable, incurable, incorrigible. They have rejected the counfel of God within, or, 
agsinft themfelves Luk. 7. 30. corripiuntur fed non corriguatur: itis becaufe the 
Lord intendeth to deftroy chem 1 Sam. 2. 25. yea he hath determined it 2 Chron. 
25. 16 Henceas dying men lofe their hearing and other fenfes by degrees: fo 
thofe that are deftined to deftruction grow ftupid and ftubborn, and will neither 
heare good counfel, nor fee the things that cancern their peace : but fpurn at ad- 
monition and {corn at reproof. 


Pareus, 


Engl Chron, 


T nac etiam dotta plas valet arte malum. 


And therefore God forbids to reprove fuch, as deplored and defperate ; tocaft 

pearles of good counfel before fuch dogs, who preferr Jothfome carrion before 

{weet odours; yearage at them as Tigers do, and fly in the faces of fuch as pre- 

fentthem: or at beft gruntand goe their wayes, as {wine ; leave good countell 

where they find it, not putting it in practife. Nowas dogs and {wine were coun- 

ted unclean creatures, and unfit for facrifice: fo are fuch for admonition. Leta 

man be never fo able and apt to teach, let him he vir preftans, eximins, infignis, 

WK a gallant man (asthe word here ufed fomctimes fignifieth ) and one that can do his 
work never fo well, yet the wisdome of his words fhall be defpifed Prov. 23. 9. Let 

iatyæT him ftrive till his heart akes, © difputatos arguere, asSt. Jude fpeaketh, he fhall 
wo but ftriveagainft the ftream, and by reprooving a {corner get hima blot, Prv.9. 7. 
Bapoxtie The Pharifees denied our Saviour and blew their nofes at him Luk, 16. 146 Let then 
Čo. alone therefore faith our Saviour to his difciples, they be blinde leaders of the blind ; 
Mat. 15. ther’s no good to be done of them: therefore Zet him that is filthy be filthy feill Rev. 
22. xr. and he that is ignorant let him b cignorant, fith he will needs be fo, 1 Cor. 

Levit 26.39, 14 38- Lethim pine away in bis iniquity. Let him pine and perith, go on, defpair, 
dye, and be damned. My fpirit fhall no longer ftrive with him, unlefs it be by 

furious rebukes Ezek. 5. 15. and by fire evm. 7. 4. Oecolampadius upon this 

} text doubts not to fay that the fin of fuch as reje& admonition, is the fin againft 

the holy Ghoft : certainly it is worfe then all the forementioned /ivearing, lying, 

@c. Blind nature could fee and fay as much. Heffod faith that there are three forts 

ofmen: the firftand beft are thofe that live fo well as not to need reproof. The 

oT nd) fecond ( and thofe not bad ) are fuch as doc not fo well, but can be content co heare 
mydes@-, OF it. The third and worft are they chat will neither do as they ought, nor be ad- 


Hefied. Oper. vifed to do better. Pltarch faith thofe that are troubled with tooth-ach will go. 
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to the Phyfitian: thofe that have a fever will fend for him: but he that is fraritick 
or ftark mad will do neither, but reject the remedy and ftrike at the Phyfitian. So 
doth the fcorner &c. See my common place of Admonition. 

for this people are as they that ftrive with the pric] though Gods officer, and in 
his ftead 2 Cor. 5.20. though the peoples Oracle to preferve and prefent knowledg 
to them Zal. 2. 7 and though to ftrive with fach, be co invert Gods order; who 


hath appointed the people to heare and obey their Teacher ; and not to prefcribe . 


tothem: to follow their Gsides, ‘and notto run before them Heb. 1 3. 7. 17.and 
1 Tim. 1, 20. 2 Tim. 1. 15. Nam. 16. From which texts and £ Cor. 11.4. 2. 
a grave divine argueth thus, le 1s avile finto vex our minifters by our obftinacy, 
yea though they were not able to make fo full demonftration : yet when they re- 
proove fuch and fuch things out ofa fpiritual jealoufy and feare they corrupt their 
hearts, they are to be heard : how much more when they come i» the demonftrati~ 
ox of the Spirit and of power?And yet how full is the church & ever hath been of fuch 
Fitilitigatores ascontend with the beft minifters, quarrel at Gods word and take up 
armes againit it? fnuffing at it Mal. 1. 13 chatting at it Rom. 9. 19. 20 caft- 
ing reproaches upon it fer, 20. 8. 9. envioufly {welling atit ACE, 13. 45. The 
more you touch thefe toads, the more they fwell: che more you meddle with thefe 
ferpents the more they gather poifon to fpet at you: Go about to coole them with 
faire words, you fhall but adde to their heate : as the {miths forge fries when cold 
water iscaftupon it : and as hor water, if ftirred, cafteth up the more fume. Val- 
tures unguento ivritantur & {caraboni tofa Vultures cannot endure fweeet odours. 
Tygers, if they heare the found of a drum will rage and teare themfelves- Ahab 
cannot abide Micaiah, nor Herod Foba Baptiff. The people contefted with feremiy 
and curfed him Chap. 15. 10. though he were Concionator admirabilis, as Keckere 
manhathit, an admirable Preacher; yet they fought his life; faying, Prophefie not 
in the same of the Lord that thon dye not by onr bands Chap. 11. 25. yea they told 
him flat and plaine, The word which thou baft {poken untousin the name of the 
Lord we will not heare. O lend lofels, (as that martyr in like cafe exclaimed ) Ø 
faithle/s bard hearts, O Fefabels guefts, rockt and laid afleep in her bed. O forraw- 
lefe finners and foameleffe harlots &c. Minifters are lights, offenfive to fore eyes ; 
the falt of the earth which is bitter to wounds &c. Among the Athenians, if the 
Comedians ( which were their teachers, fuch as they had ) pleafed not the people f 
they were overwhelmed with ftones, Once was I ffoned faith Paul. and Jeremy is 
faid to have met with the like death from his flagitious ċountreymen in Egypt, a- 
mong{t whom he was ever « man of ftrife, and his fervice was Çin that behalf ) ‘like 
that of Manlins Torqu.txs among the Romans, who gave if over faying, Neither 
ean I beare their manners, nor they my government, See Chap. 30. 9. 

Verfe 5. Therefore [balt thon fall How could they do otherwife that were a nå- 
tion fo incorrigibly flagitious, fo unthankfull for mercies, fo impatient of remedies. 
fo uncapable of repentance , fo obliged , fo warned, fo fhamelefly, fo lawlefly 
wicked ? 

therefore fhalt thou fallin the day] vivens videnfe J; peribis thou fhalt ftumble at 
noon day, becaufe there is no knowledge of God in the land: but thou haft loved: 
darkneffe rather then light, therefore fhalt thou have enough of it: thy feet fhalt 
ftumble upon the dark mountaines fer. 13. 16. yea thou fhalt fumble and fall and 
never rife againe,which is threatned exprefsly to thefe fwearers 4m, 8.14. & implied 
in the Hebrew word here ufed.Such was Edies fall off his ftoole,& Hlamaxs fall before 
Mordecai the Jew Efth. 6. 13. Impenirent perfons are brats of fathomleffe perdi- 
tion, they are ripe for ruine, fhall fall into remedilefs mifery, and (though never fo 
infolent and angry againft chofe that deale plainely and faithfully with chem as in 
the former verfe, yet ) they fhall never want an Hofea to tell them fo to their teeth: 
that thofe that will not bend may break, that ifthey will needs fall they may falf 
with open eyes, and not have caufe to fay that they were not fore-warned. And 
this fhall he done to day év3iuap that is, very fhortly, inthis prefent age ( fo fome 
interpret it ( aut certe clariffima luce, faith Merser, or elfein the open light, and 


. in the view ofall men, notin huggermugger. Trersellizs thinks it is as much as re- 


bus adhuc integris fubito opprimentur, Thou fhalt be fuddenly farprifed when thou 
art in thy flourifh, and feareft no changes. What çan be more faire and flourifh-, 
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es 
v ing then the field a day before harveft? then the vineyard a day before the vin- 
tage? certiffime citiffimeg; corrues, Every wicked man may apply it: wherefore 
alfo it is delivered in the fecond perfon fingular,7 box even thox = to thee beit fpoken. 
and the Prophet alfo foalt fall with thee in thenight | The Chaldee hath it, as in the 
night, if aman walk inthe night, he Stumbleth, becanje there rs xo light in him, john 
11.. 10. The falfe Prophet cannot lay his hand upon his brett and fay as dying 
) Occolampadins did. Hic fat lucis Here’s {tore of light. Such are wofully benigh- 
ted hall be.utterly darkened Zech, x11. 17.yet more may look to be, for rheir right 
eye (being blind leaders of the blind ) yea the night fhallbe upon them and it 
fhall be:dark unto them: the fun fhall go down over their heads &c. Mic. 
3. 6. and when they fall together with thofe feduced foules into che ditch of 
deftruction, themfelves fhall fall undermoft Mat. 15. 17. and receive the deeper 
damnation Mat. 23. 14. If others fhall be damned, they muft look to be double 
damned, as Dives feared to be, ifever his brethren ( by hisexample ) came to that 
lace of torment. /4ercers note here is very pood Notte cafuros dicit Gc. He faith 
they fhall fallin the night:as fignifying by an allegory, that when calamity fhall lay 
hold upon thefe falfe Prophets, they fhall alfo be pricked in their confciences, which 
fhall tell them that ventres canfa for their bellyes fake, and other bafe refpects, they 
have brought upon the feduced people fo great mifchiefs. This fhall be asa dagger 
at their hearts: and fhall fill cheir confciences with horrour and diftrefs. j 
and { will deftroy thy mother }i. e. the whole fynagogue, yea the whole Church 
-and ftate, the Vniverfity ofthe lfraelites: fo that their nation and name fhould 
perifh together. Is it not fo with the ten tribes? who can tell at this day where to 
find chem or whence to expect them? whether from China, as fome think and al- 
ledge fay, 49. 12. Or from Tartary, as others who fay that Tartar, (alias Ta- 
tarior Totari ) comes from ANAN Zothara Refidue or remnant. This isno other 
then a vaine and capricious fancy faith learned BrierWood cc, Isit not altogether 
unlikely that the Lord in this threat might allude to that law Dest. 22. 6, Thor’ 
Shalt not take the damme (Heb, the mother ) with the young: But I that am above 
law, faith God, will cut off dam and young together in the neft, I will utceriy cut 
off the whole nation This was fulfilled 2 Kag. 17. and our Prophet lived to fee 
it, to his great heart-break. Oh that we could be warned &c. Let holy mother 
church of Rome (as they call her) look to it, wich her doctrine of Infallibility. 
Thefe Ifraclites gloried as much of their Mother, and thought ( as Dionyfius did of 
, his kingdome ) that the Church had been tied to their nation with chaines of Ada- 


ee mant : but their mother is here threatned to be cut off: and of the fea of Rome 
Rev. 17. it is long fince foretold, Babylon is fallen, és fallen Gc. Itisa quefton among Di- 
vines whether the Church can faile? It is anfwered, thatthe Catholike invifible 

Church cannot: but any particular and vifible Church may, as this of [fracl; and 

that of Rome, which hath long fince caft off Chrift, and the publike exercife of 

true religion : and isbecomeex aurea, argentea, ex argentea ferrea, ex ferrea ter- 

_ viaz fupereft jam ut in flercus abeat faid one of her own fonsan ag afline friar 
ue Anno. 1414. and many others of their own writers fay the fure ver eJeria potins 


quam libenter, as wrefted from them by the truth, rather then of any itching bu- 
mour to difgrace their mother by uncovering her nakedneffe. 

Ferfe6. My people are deftroyed for lack of knowledge | my people ( ther’s the 
wonder of it ) of whom it was wont to be faid by the heathen, (rely this great nation 
is a Wife and underftanding people: and well it might: for what nation ever bad 
God fo nigh usto them crc. and flatutes and judgments fo righteous Ge, Deut. 4. 6. 
7. 8. what nation ever had Prophets, and Priefts asthey had, to teach Facob his 
ftatutes and Z/rael his law Deut. 33. 10. all meanes of knowledg they had that 
might be ; fothat God might fay to them as once Abijam did to Jeroboam andall 


2 Chron. 13. Ifrael , Ought yeu not to have known this? fhould ye nocall know the Lord from the 


leaft to the greateft ? fhould not your land be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, 


Hab. 2. 14. asthe waters cover the fea? Doth not wisdome cry in-your ftreets? and knowledge 


(in the abundance of meanes) bow down to you as trees do chat are laden with 
fruit, fo thata child may gather them? How isitthen that you (sy prapie)-are yet 
fo hard and blockifh, as rude and ignorant of me and my will, of your felves and 
your duties, as the blinde Fthnickes 2 For fome of you have not the knowledg of Gol: L 


Speak, 


Cuar. 4. 
peek. shes to your fiam: T ea who is blind bur my fervant : or deaf as my meffenger 
that I fent? Whois blinde as he that is perfe, and blinde as the Lords fervant ? I 
{peak it with grief and ftomack, and therefore I fo oft fpeakic. Surely to whom- 


foever much is given, much is required ; and co whom men have committed much, 
of him they willask the more, Løke 12.48. Itis a grievous thing to receive, the 
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graceof God in vain: and when forthe time men might have been Teachers, to 


have need to be raughe the very firft principles of the Oracles of God. For if God. 
will pour out his wrath upon the heathen that know him not, Jer. 10.25. who yet 
were leftinthe dark co grope after him, as they could: And if the poor Philofo- 
phers (who had but the rufh-candle of Natures dim light to work by ) were yet 
delivered uptoa reprobate fenfe, becaufe they glorified God no better, Rom. 1. 
Oh the bloody wails that he will make upon the backs of his non-proficients, 
fots and dullards in his fchool! agentia beneficia. flagitia {upplicia. 

Are deftroyed, | Or, filenced,as Matth.22.12. The Chaldee rendreth it ob- 
brutveruat, they are befotted, and fo fitted for deftruction : for Dens quem deflrniz 
dementat. Ignorance is the mother notof devotion, ( as Papifts fay ) but of deftrn- , 
ion: and ignorant perfons fhall be filent ia darkneffe, as holy Hanna hath it: chey 
fhal! lie down in forrow, as the Prophet E/ay: And although they alwayes wander 
and erre in heart, as not knowing Godswayes, P/al. g5. 10.11. yetthey cannot 
go fo far wide, asto miffe of hell; where chey are fure to fuffer both pain of loffe, 
and pain of fenfe : for they fhall be puxifoed with everlafting deftruttion,in a flame of 
fire (there’s pain of fenfe ) fiom the prefence of the Lord, und from the glory of 
bis power ( theres pain of loffe ) 2 bef: 2.8, 9. Lo here the portion of all igno. 
rant perfons: and withall cake notice of an ufuall and equall proceeding of Gods 
impartiall juftice in punifhing. fuch. He delights to punifh fin in kind, to pay 
wicked perfonsin their own coyn, to overfhoot chem in their own bowe, to anfwer 
them in their own language, as he once did thofe bold Babel-builders, Gen. 11. 
Go to, fay they : Go to, faith He: Let us bwild up to beaven, fay they: Lets go 
down, and fee that building, faith He: Let us make us a name, fay they: Let us 

confound their language, that they may not.fo much as know their own names, faich 
He: Left we be fcattered, fay they : Let us fcatter them abroad the world, faith He. 
Thus God worded it with them, and confuted their folly from point to point. And 
the like he will do with ignorant people at that great day. Depart from m, fay they 


Heb. 5. 
Aas 14, 


now to God, Iob 21. 1.4. Depart from me yecurfed, will He then fay to them. We . 


defire not the knowledge of thy wayes, fay they, ibid. therefore I have {wornin my 
wrath, that you fhallnever enter into my reft, faith He. Ye have loved darknefle 
better chen light, ye fhall therefore have your belly-full of it in the bottom of hell: 

God loves to retaliate, as we may fee here, and go no further: Becanfe thon haft re- 
jeéle.: knowledge, L will alfo rejett thee: fecing thou haft forgut the Law of thy God, 
I will alfo ( to cr} quittance with thee) forger thy children. Thus by giving igno- 
rant perfons their own, he will fo filence them, and even button up their mouthes, 
that they fhall ftand fpecchleffe ; as being felf-condemned. 

For lack of knowledge, ] Propter non fcientiam, for meer nefcsence, for fuch an 
ignorance as is privative onely, and of pure negation, which doth fomewhat excufe 
a tanto, though not 4 teto: asin thar fervant that knew not his mafters will,yet did 
commit things worthy of {tripes, and had a few, Luke 12,48. But d/rae/s ignorance 
was more then allthis,and a great deal worfe. For did not Ifrael know? Rom.10.19. 
and have they not beard ? yes verily: (verfe 18.) No people under heaven like them 
for that, P/alt47.19. But they rejected knowledge, and affected ignorance: they . 
hated the light, and loved darkneffe better. This was the condemnation, the mif- 
chief of it, faith our Saviour; who (befides this wilfull ignorance, that mother of 


mifchicf, and main fupport of Satans kingdome ) laid down his life for the xe/cien- Dad HS dey nee 


cies , the not-knowings of his people, Heb, 9.7, and prayed for his perfecutors at his 
death, Father forgive them, they know not what they do, 
Becanfe thou haft rejeéted knowledge, ] And that out of an utter hatred of 


WALTOV a 


it, ( asthe Greek word made of the Hebrew fignifieth ) out of deep difdain, as of a ae ve 


thing below thee, and vile in thine eyes, not worthy of thy pains, or purfuir. Wif- 
dome is che principall thing, q faith Solomon, and he meaneth thar wifdom that bath 
the fear of God for its foundation) therefore get wifdom. Ic is here called hadagnath, 

Fz that 
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that knowledge, by an-excellency, and with an accent, in oppofition to that /ciexce 
falfcly fo called, 1 Tim. 6.20. that knowledge that puffeth up, I Cor. 8.2. as it 
did Jofeph Scaliger, (that gulf of learning ) for whom it had been happy, that he 
had been ignorant but of this one thing, that he knew fo much, 1e is the ackzow= 
ledging of che truth which is after godlineffe ( as the Apoftle deferibeth it, Tz. 1.1 3) 
that perfe&s the beft part of a man , that confirmeth, fetleth, guideth, difcerneth 
differenceth him from others, who are no better then bruits (though wsfe in their 
oWn gencration, as are the Fox, Serpent, &c. ) and maketh his face to fhine, Ecclef. 
8.1, as St. Stevens did, who was taught of God, and mighty in tie Scriptures. This 
holy knowledge was highly prized by Agur, Prov. 30. 2. but {lighted by thofetwo 
flubbering Priefts the fons of Els, fonnes of Belial, they knew not the Lord, 1 Sam. 
2. 12. they knew him apprebenfively, but not affettively : they profeffed that they 
knew God, but in their works they denied him, being abominable, and difobedient 
and to every good work reprobate, Tit. 1.16. He that faith, I know him (faith S 

1 John, 1 Epift. 2.4.) and keepeth not his Commandements, is a lyar, and the truth 
isnot inhim. Many of thefe feroboams Priefts were ignorant Affes ; like that Bi- 
thop of Dunkelden in Scotland, who boafted, yea thanked God, that he never knew 

eh what the old and new Teftament was; and that he would care to know nothing but 

AT. and Men. his Portaife, and his Pontifical : Or that Idol-Paftour in Germany, who being asked 
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föl. 1133. by the Vifitours, whether he taught his people the Decalogue ? anfwered, that hee 
oe had not the Book fo called. Others of them, that knew more of Gods minde, yet 


neither cared to practife it, nor to teach tranfgreffours, Gods wayes, thac finners 
might be converted unto him. 

L will alfo rejeEt thee, }] And that with a witneffe ; with an unwonted and ex- 
traordinary rejection, as the Hebrew word, Vecimafeka, (not found evfewhere in 
the fame forme ) feemeth to import: God will kick fach Ignoramuffes out of the 
Priefthood, caft them out of the heartsof his people, throw them to the dunghill 
as unfavoury falt; yeafo reject them, as never to be received acain Exek, a5. 1 3. 
God will fhake them out from his houfe, and from his tabous, Neb. 5.127. (asthe 
Tirfoata did thofe Apoftate Priefts, Ezra 2.63.) and lay them by, as oroken 
veffels, of which there is no further ufe : taking from thei. even that y hich they 
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Tremel. in 
locum, , 


ue to have, Luke 8. 18. and blafting their gifts. See Zech. 11. u/t. withthe 
ote. 

Seeing thou haft forgotten the Law of thy God, ] i.e. All that holy learning which 
thou, being a Pricft, oughteft to have and to hold in firme and freth remembrance 
for the good of the poor people, which, by thy default, is cer off for Lick of know. 
ledge, even the knowledge of falvation by the remiffion of their fias, which thou 
fhouldett have givex them, Luke 1.77. not by tafefiox, but by inftruttion which is 
the Priefts proper office. But thou ( alas ) haft forgotten that little of ‘ny Law. 
that thou once hadft attained unto ; and art grown as very a dolt and tard, as 

i Theodorus Gaza (oncea great {choller, but) in his dotage fo ignorant, that he knew 
not his letters, he could not read. Nay thou art not onely a filly Affe, but a flow- 
belly: all thy careis for fat}facrifices and benefices, thy wits are in thy belly 
and thy gutsin thy brain: hence thy forgetfulneffe of my Law, and of my peoples 
welfare. The 4rabick Tranflation hath it thus » Tnafmuch as thou haft loved this 
and the confolation, therefore I will reje and forget thea, &c. Demas forfook Paul, 
and embraced this prefent world ; yea he became afterwards a Prieft in an Idol 
Temple at Theffalonica, as Dorethens teftifieth. The Vulgar Latin Tranflarion ren- 
dreth this Text inthe Feminine gender, quia obliza eft againft all Grammar and 
good reafon: forthe Lord here, {peaketh to the Pricit, and chiefly co the chef 
Prieft, qui certe famina non erat, faith Polanus, who fare was no woman: Un- 
leffe the old interpreter, (like another Balaams-affe) would have this to have been 
{poken againft the Sea of Rome, whercin Pope Joan fometime fate, Anno Dons.85 4. 
Sure itis, that the Arch-priefts of Rome are fo delighted in the feminine gender, 
that they had rather attribute the breaking of the ferpentshead toa woman, the 
Virgin Mary, then tothe Man Chrift Iefus : for in their laft Edition of the Latine 
Pible, they print, Gen. 3.15. I Ipfa conteret tibi caput, She foall braife rine bead &c. 
Thus Polenus. Bae 

1 alfowill forget thy children, Thy fpiritual children, fay fome, even that 
` whole 


Cuar .4. the Prophecie of Hofea. 65 


whole people who faluted their Priefts (as the Papifts do their Padres ) by the name 
of Father and obferved their inftitutes. But they do better that underftand the 
text of their naturall children, whom God here threateneth to forget, that is, to put 
them by the Pricfts office, as he threatned E/i.1 Sam,2.320,and thruft out Abiathar 
1 King.2.27. four-fcore years after, It is a dreadfull thing to be forgotten of 
God. We take it ill to be forgotten of a friend and to be as a dead man out of mind, 
Pfal.31.12. O take heed that God forget not usand our children : that he caft not 
off the care and keeping of ns. He is fo liberall a Lord and doth fo little forget our 
labour of love and patience of hope as that he provideth for the pofterity of his 
people, Pfal.69.36. The feed alfo of the fervants fhall inherit it: and they that love 
his Name foal! dwell therein. Who then would not shire himfelf to fuch a mafter : 
who would not remember Gods Law and teach it others, if but for tis poor chil- 3 
drens fake who elfe will ruc for it ? 

Verf.7._As they were increafed ] fc. in number, wealth and honour. Their pro- 
fperity undid them, they flourithed at this time in Court and Country, they waxed 
fatand kicked. The Prieftsare here accufed of deteftable ingratitude , and of unfirf- 
ferable pride and infolency. f 

As they were melriplyed or magnified , they have finned againft me | that is; 
they have abufed my gifts to my great difhonour. Like fed hawkes, they have 
forgot their mafter. Nay, like yong mnles, which when they have fucked, turn 
up their heels andkick their dam : fo did thefe haughty and haunty Priefts. Their pfil.r7.10. 
hearts were fat as greafe, they were inclofed in their own fat, but they delighted not Phal. 119.70, 
inGods Law. Cum ipfis opibies lafcivire cepit Ecelefia. faith Platina. The Church i 
began to berich and wanton at once, rich and riotous. They had golden chalices 
but wooden Priefts, Repugnante contra teipfum felicitate tud,as Salvian{aith to the 
Church in his time : thy profperity is thy bane. What would he have faid if he had: 
{feen the Pope in his Princely State, thundering from his Capitoll, and heard their 
big-fwoln titles of Padre beneditto,Padre Angelo, Archangelo,CherubinoScraphino Gc. Spec. Europ, 
Ammianus Marcellinus a heathen hiftorian inveiged againft the Bifhops of Rome, 
even inthofe purer times, for their pride and luxury. Odi faftum illins’ ecclefie faith 
Bafil, I hate the baughtineffe of thart Weftern Church. It caufed the lamentable 
feparation of the Greek Church from the Latine : the other four Patriarches ( not 
without the like pride and ftomack) dividing themfelves from the Bifhop of Rome, 
and at their parting ufing thefe or the like words. Thy greatneffe we know, thy co- 
vetonfneffe we cannot fatisfie, ty encroaching we can no longer abide: live to thy elf. 
And yet if they could have held them there, and fhunned thofe evils which they 
blamed in others ( walking humbly with God, and committing themfelves to him 
in well-doing ) they might have flourifhed tothis day. But wrangling away the 
truth, and contracting ruft with long cafe and profperity, God was forced to fcour 
off that their ruft with blocdy War by the Turks. Of whom thefe Churches being 
in fear and danger, fled to carnall combinations : feat and fubje@ted themfelvesto — 
the Bifhop of Rome that they might have his help. Butall in vain : for fhortly af- 
ter, they were deftroyed, and loft all. God covered them with confufion, and 
turned their glory into fhame. So he hath done the Roman glory in part, and will 
domorcevery day. 
Roma dia titubans varijs erroribus alta, ` Parei Medully 

Corruet : et mundi definet ifte caput. 


God will caft dirt in the faces of proud prelates, be will ftain the pride of all glo- 123.9: F 
ry caft upon them with ignominy, reproach Prov.18.3. crufh their crown with a 
woe, Efay 28.1. change their glory (their dignitie and greatneffe wherein they 
gloried ) into fhame , not without mach bitterneffe in the change, as the Hebrew 
word here ufed feemeth to import. Aiferum enim eft, fuiffe felicem. wey 
Ver{.8.They eat up the fin of my people Jihat is,the fin- rfferings as E.vod.29,1 4: This 
they might lawfully do, Levit.6. and ro. 17. Butthey were greedy dogs; and looked 
every one to his gain from his quarter, Efay 5.6.11. They winked at the peoples 
fins, and cared not what evils they fell into, fo that they would bring in ftore of fat 
and good expiatory facrifices, which made for the Priefts advantage. They ate that 
F3 on 
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on earth which they were to difgeft in hell: they fed upon fuch diet as bred the 
, the worm of confcience, that never dyes. Juft fo the Papifts do at this day : they 
teach the people,though they fin, yet by giving mony for fo many Mafles to be 
mumbled over, by a greafie Prieft, or by fo many indulgences and Dirges purchafed 
of the Popes pardon-mongers, they {hall be delivered, eriamfi , per impuffibile, mas 
trem Dei vitiaffent. Itrembleto Englifh it. Tecelizs told them {oin Germany ; and 
got huge maffes of mony for the Popes coffers. The common fort of Papifts ( for 
want of better teaching ) will fay, When we have finned we muft conteffe : and 


Cuar. 4. 


SEM when we have confeficd, we muft fin again, that we may confeffe again ; and make 
Pal is 4- work fornew indulgences and Jubilees, | But have thefe workers of iniquity no kaow- 


ledge that cat ap Gods people as they cat breza ? that drink upthe blood of {fouls much 
more wortt. «hen the lives, that Davids men had jeoparded to procure him the water 
of the well of Bethlehem, which therefore he durtt not drink of ?. This furely is that 
viyponipdde filthy Lucre Minifters fhould be free from 1 Pet.5.2. Let all nonerefidents look to 
ie, that carry onely forcipes et mslEtrum thofe inttruments of a foolifh fhepherd 
Zech.11.15.( See the Note there ) feeding themfelves but ftarving the flock : an 
heavy account will they onc day make to the Arch-fhepheard, of this their facri- 
legious rapacity. 
and they fet their hearts on their iniquity. | Heb. they lift up their fonts : that is, 
they not onely prick up their ears, as Dazeus expounds it to liften after fins and fine 
offerings, but they greedily defire and earneftly look after fuch emoluments, fich 
belly timber: being gule mancipia flaves to their guts, and wholly given upto 
gormandife. See the fame expreffion: and in this fenfe Per.12.27, Deut, 24.15. 
£xek, 24.25. and compare the practife of Popifh Priefts, who make infinize gain 
of every thing almoft, as their ringing of Saints-bels, places of buriall » telling of 
licenfes for marriage and meates, felling of corpfes and Sepulchres, All things are 
Saleable and foluble at Rome: and the favour of gaine fweet, though it come cutof 
aftinking ftewes, or Jewes counting-houfe. The Priefts hada trick by wiresto 
make their Images here wag their chapsa pace, if fome good gift weie prefented : 
Ad, and Mon. as if otherwile, to hang the lip in token of difcontent. 

Verfe 9. And there foall be liky people like pricff is e. they fhall fhare alike in pues 
nifhment, as they havedone in fin: neither fall their pricfthood protect them, any 
more then itdid Edies two fons, whole white Ephod covered feule fius. A wick- 

r ed Prieft is the worft creatureupon carth. Who are deviis but they that were ance 
angels of light ? and who fhall have their portion with the devil! and his angels, 
but thofe deboneftamenta cleri male monete minifir?, bad-liv’d minitiers : it was 
grown toa proverb in times of Popery,thar the pavement of hell was pitche wich} 
fouldiers helmets and fhavelings-crowns. Letters alfo were framed aud pudlithed 
asfent from hell: whereinthe devill gavethe Popifh clergy no {mali thanks, for 

Matth,Parif. {o many millions of foules as by them were daily {ent downtohim. ‘the Piietts 
ad Ann.1072. might haply hope to be priviledged and provided for inacommon calamity, for 
their office-fake ; As Chry/oftom faith that Aaron (though in the fame fanle with 
Miriam Numb. 12. 1: yet ) wasnot {mitten with leprofy as the, for the Lunozr of 
Nd rasie- the Priefthood,left fuch a foule difeafe on his perfon fhould redound to the difgrace of 
pons dči- his office. But Irather think he efcaped by his true and timely repentance; where- 
wga Ch by he difarmed Gods indignation, and redeemed his own forrow and fhame. For 
God isan impartiall judge: neitheristhere with him refpe@ of perfons : Prieft and 
people fhall all be carried captive one with another { the priefts for the people, ac- 
cording to that of E/ay,1 ama man of ponllted lips: for why? I live among A peo + 
ays. ple of polluted lips and have learned their language : andefi pecially the people for the 
priefts 7er. 23. 10. 14. 15. from the prophets there goes profanenefle quite 
through the land ) fo they fhall fare the worfe one for another : they fhallall be in- 


volved in the fame punifhment, Onely it fhall be more grievous to the prieft, by - 


how much higher thoughts he had of himfelf looking onthe people as his under- 
lings, as they did Job. 7. 49. l 
and Iwill punife them for their wayes] Heb. vifit them So Exod, 32. 34. Inthe 
day when I vifit, { will vift their fin upon them. God hath his vifitation-dayes 
wherein to vifit thofe vifitours the priclts; and his articles will be as ftri& and as 1 
criticall ( faith one) as ever was the inquifition of Spain, or Lambeth. It was 
therefore 
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therefore good counfel that a Martyr gave his wife in a letter, Among all other pri- 
foners vifit your own foul, and ferall to rights there: for elfe, what will you do 
when God rifeth up ? and when he vificeth, what will you anfwer him? And 
that which Terr#dian gave Scapula a Pagan perfecutor ; Si nobis non parcis, tibi 

p parce: fi non tibi, Curthagiai. God will furely make inquifition for our blood: 
therefore if thou wilt not {pare us, yet {pare thy felf: ifnotthy felf, yer {pare thy 
countrey, which muft be refponfible when God comes to vifit. 

ana reward them for their decd |}Heb. Lwil make to return your doings : Hence 
this is well obferved by a good interpreter ; Sin paffeth away inthe a& of it with 
much fwectnefle: burt God will make ic return back againe in the guilt of it, with 
much bicterneffe. 

Verfe s0. For they foall cut and not have enoxgh | Onely they fhall be filled with 
their own wayes Prov. 14. 14. but that is but to feed upon the wind with Ephraim 
Hof, 12. 1. which breedeih nothing but troublefome belching, or a doglike appe- 
ite ( as they call ic) that cannot be fatisfied. Thefe greedy dogs the Priefts that did bianda 
eat up the fias of Gods peopl: and thought to have full gorged themfelves there- 4PPerius cant- 
with, they met with that fore plague of unfatisfiableneffe for the prefent ( a man pee pan 
may affoon filla cheft with wind asa foul with wealth; See Ecclef. 5. 10. with pi at ag 
the note ) and for che future they coveted an evil coveton{neffe to themfelves, for quam corpus’ 
they gat Gods curfe along with their evill gotten goods which will bring themtoa sra., Augi 

morielof bread: they have noc oncly fuckt in the ayre, but peftilentiall ayre, that tenni 
notonely not fills them, but kills them too. See the note on Hagg..1. 6. 
they foall commit whordome and foall aot increafe | The Chaldee renders it, They 

fhall take wives, bur fhall not beget fons. Sul G home generant hominem faith the Arifior. 

Philofopher : but unleffe God the firit agent concurre , that cannot be neither: 

Loe, Children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is bis reward; Vial. 127. 3; 

faith David to his fon Solomon, who found it true by experience: for by all: his 

wives and concubines (no leffe then a thoufand) he had but one fon that wee read 
of and he was none of the wifelt : nothing like £divard the fixt whom alone Henry 
the eight left (with his two fifters) to fucceed him: though he had fo many wives 

and concubines. —Wantonneffe is a fin commonly punifhed with want of pofteritys 1 

efpecially when it is accompanied with obftinacy in evill courfes, asin Ahab; who, 

to croffe Gods threat of rooting out him and his pofteriry, took many wives ; and 
fo beftir’d him, that he begat of them feventy fons, but with evill fucceffe: for 
they were all cut off in one day, Wicked men muft noc think to carry it againft 

God: and to have their wils a? difputa di Dio, as that prophane Pope faid; and 

as that gracelefle Ahaziah who fent a third captaine, after that the former two had 

been coniumed with tire; asifhe would defpitfully fpit in the face of heaven, and 
wreftle a fall with the almighty. Let no man expect to profper in unlawfull practifes, 
to encrvafe by whoredome, as chefe profane priefts fought to do, that they might 
be fuil of children ( any how ) and leave the reft of their fubftance to their babes 

Pfal. 17. 14. Burfertility is not from the meanes ( right or wrong ) but from the 

Auchour ( many a poore man hath a houfe-full of children by one wife: whileft 

Solomon hath but one fon by many houfe-fuls of wives ) and ob could tell chat 

whoredomeis a fire that. confumeth co deftruction, and would root out all hisin- 

creafe Chap. 31. 12. 

becanfe they have lft off totake heed to the Lord} God isnot bound to render a 
reafon of his proceedings, yct doth it oft as here, that he may be juftified, and eve- 
ry mouth ftopped. Their Apottafy is here fhew’d to be the caufe of their calami- 
ty. Time was when they took fome heed to God and his wayes: they kept clofe 
to him, and obferved his commandements to do them, (asthe word here impor- 
teth ) but now they had ft off to be wife, andto do good, ( Pfal 36. 3. )untill 

their iniquity was found to be hatefull, and themfelves altogether filthy P/a/. 53.3. 

wicked doers againft the covenant Daz, 11. 30. 32. Apoftates cannot chufe un- eats 

to themfelves a worfe condition 2 Pet. 2. 20. 226 Mat. 12. 43. 45. letthem Job 9 4i.. 
look to it. Hath ever any waxed fierce againft God and profpered >? even of late 
my people is rifen up againt meas an enemy Mic. 2. 8. but what will they do in 

the end thereof > l 

Verft 11. Wheredome and Wine and new wine have taken away the heart] i. e. 
have 
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have robbed my people of themfelves, and laid a beaft in their roome. 
allowed and wallowed in will eate out the heart of grace; and at length, 
out of the heart. Hence temporizers grow in time fo fapleffe, heateleffe and heart. 
leffe to iny good : fome unmortified luft or other thereis, thacasa worme, licth 
grubbing at the root, and makes allto wither: that, likeadrone ina hive, proves 
a great waiter: that, asa moth in fine cloth, confumes all: or, as the light of v 
the Sun, puts out the light ofthe fire: fo heres But above all others, fenfuall fins 
and flefhly lus (fuch as areshere inftanced whoredome and drankenneffe ) do 
war againft the foule 1 Pet. 2. 11. do take away the heart: they befot and infatu- 
atea man, theyrobhim of his reafon, and carry away his affeGions &c. Grace iss 
feated in the power ofnature. Now thefe caruall fins difable nature: and {o fetir 
ina greater diftance from grace. They make men, that formerly feemed to give 
light as a candle, to become as a fnug ina focket, drowned inthe tallow: orasa 
quagmire which fwallowes up the feed fown upon it, and yields no increafe. Who 
are voyd of the [pirit but fuch as are fenfual ? faxes. 18. 2g. And who are they thar 
fay unto God, depart from ss, but thofe that dance co the timbrel and harp &c. Fods 
21. 11. They fa God and did eat and drink Exod. 24. 11. that is, fay fome, 
though they had feen God, yet they curned againe to fenfuall pleatures: as if ix 
had reference to that eating, and drinking, and rifing up to play, upon the dedica- 
Lib. demira- tion of their calf, which was prefently after. Ariftotle writeth of a parcel of ground 
Bil, axfeult. in Sicily that fendeth forth fuch a {trong fmell of fragrant flowers toall the fields and 
grounds there abouts, that no hoand can hunc there ; the fentis fo confounded 
with the {weet fmell of the flowers. Let us fee toit that the pleafures of fin take 
not away all fent (and fen{e too ) of heavenly delights: that the feth, asa Syren, 
befoole not wisdomes guefts, and get them away from her Prov. 9. 16. as Elin 
tels of a whore that boafted, that fhe could eafily get all Socrates his chollers from 
him, but he could not recover one againe from her. Indeed none that go unto her 
return againe, faith Solomon Prov. 2. 19. for fhe gets their hearts from them: as 
David found, and Solomon complained. David was never his own Worthy againne, 
after he had moyled himfelf with that beaftly fin. And Solemn when he gave 
himfelfto wine and women ( though his mother had fufficiently warned him Prou, 
31. 3. 4. ) he quickly took hold of folly Ecclef. 2. 3. his fenfualities drew «uz Histpivits 
and diffolved him, & brought him to fo low an ebb in grace, that many queftion his 
falvation. Bellarmine reckons him among reprobates : but J fike nes his jud zement. 
Let minifters of all men ( this is fpoken of the Pricfts chiefly, as fome thich Yiew u 
it that they fly flefhly lufts: that they exhort the yozgin Women with chiticy 
Pant bids Timothy : and drink,/if any,yct but } a lerle wize for their beziis f 
membring that the fins of Teachers are teachers Of fins; and ti. st eheir evils 
fes fly far upon thofe two dangerous wings of ixample cad Acandait. 1 
fhould be no wine-bibbers or Alefakes 1 Tim. 3. 3. He magisfallité de mire op: 
de vero, magis ament mundi delicias qsam Chrifli divitias, left being lovers sf plea- 
Sure more then lovers of God, that fhould befall them that Sodessas force! 
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23. 33. thineeyesfhall behold ftrange women, and thine heart fajl urce per- 
Venter ae verfe things. A belly filled with wine foamech out filthineffe faith Hierons. Wine 
Ad el is the milk of Venus faith Another. Vina parast animos Veneri faith athird. Whore 
ron. Arift. dome isufually ufhered in by drunkennefle: Hence they ftand fo clofe together in 
Ovid. 2. dere- this text. 
med, Amor. Verfe 12. My people ask counfel at their flocks }that is, ac their Tmages which 
are here called ffocks in contempt, as Hezekgch caiied the brazen ferpent ( when it 
was idolized by the people) Nehufbtan, ora piece of brafs: andas felis Palmer 
42, dmon martyr called the Rood in Pauls a fackanapes, and asthe poct, in contempt of his 
own God Priapus, brings him in faying 
Horar: Olim trancus eram ficulaus, inutile lignum, 
See that gra- 
phicall deferip- So the Prophet cryes fhame upon the houfe of Ifrael, for faying toa flock, thou 
ise bape art my father: and toa ftone thou baf brought me forth, fer. 2. 27. But to fuch 


fenfeleffe pra&ifes men fall many times, when they grow fenfuall See 2 Thef. 2. 10. 
Rev. 17. 5. Spiritull whoredome, and bodily go'ufually together. Rivet tels us! 
here 
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here of a Noble-man chat went out of che Church from hearing mafs into the very 
next houfe where he kept a whore ; and faid to the by-ftanders 2 /upanari ad mifa 
fam ununs tantum effe pafum, that there is but one ftep fromthe maffe to a whore- 
houfe. 

and their ftaff |thatis, faith Kimchi, their falfe-prophets upon whom they feane, , 
and by whom they are led, as a blind man by his ftaf But I rather think it is: 
meant of Rubdomancy a kind of odd way of divining by rods and ftaves, as Nebx- 
chadnexxar is brought in doing Ezek, 21. 23. and was common in thofe Eaftern 
parts: Or elfe hereby are meant the Southfayers and Magicians rods as Exod. 7. 12. 
Heb, 11. 21, itis {aid that Jacob worfhipped leaning upon the top of bis Baff, and 
thereby lifting up his body to do reverence to God, where the Vulgar text, omitting 
the prepfition, hath committed a manifeft errour, in faying that Jacob worfhipped 
the top of his rod or flaff; as if there had been fome picture there ingraven: 
the Hebrew is towards the beds-head. And it is certaine chat jacob worfhipped none 
but God: and bowed himfelf either towards the beds-head, or leaning upon his 
ftaff, to teftifie his humility, faith and hope, which adoration how far it was from 
the worthipping of Images ( which the papifts vrge from this place ) who feeth 
not ? 
for the fpirit of whoredomes hath canfed them to erre ] That unclean fpirit Zech. 13. 
2. the devill ( who isedwaoxaghs as Spnefins faith, a delighter in idols ) drives them 
fatavico impetu, to commit whoredome both fpirituall and corporall with ftrength 
of affection. Now if that fpiric of errour 1 fox. 4. 6. and of giddineffe Efa. 19. 14. 
caufemen to erre, and.carry them with a vehement Impetus to idol-worfhip ( which 
indeed is devil-worfhip ) what wonder? men that are chat way bent know not of 
what fpirit they are: little think that they are acted and agitated by the devill. 
O pray with David Pfal. 143. 10. that that good fpirit of God may fead us into 
all cruth and holineffe. 

and they are gone a whoring from under their God} i. e. from under the yoke of 
his obedience : they are gone out of his precindts, and therefore alfo out of bis 
prorestiens as a whore that forfaketh her husband, and is therefore worthily caf 
off. 

Verfe 13. They facrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn incenfe upon the 
hils Gc. ] as nearer to heaven; and in an apifh imitation of the Patriarches, who, 
before the Tabernacle was fet up, factificed in high places ( as Abrabam on mount 
Moriah &c. ) that their bodyes being mounted aloft, they might the better lift up 
their hearts and eyes to heaven, faying as it were to all worldly cares and cogitati- 
ons as -/brab.im did to his fervants whom he left at the foot of the hill, Abide you Gen. 22 $ 
here with the Affe. Hierom upon this place hath this Note: Ifrael faith he, Joveth 
high places, for they have forfaken the high God: and they love the fhadow, 
having left the fubftance. But what could be more abfurd then to think as they 
did, that God who is omniprefent, was necrer to them on hills and high places, 
and further off them in vallyes. See Efay 57, 7. Ezek, 6. 13. This they had 
partly alfo learned of the heathens; from whomnevertheleffe God had fhut them 
up asit were in an //lznd ( fo their land is called ) that having little commerce with 
them, they might not learn their manners. But our natureis very catching this 
way: and doth as eafily draw and fuck Idolatry to it, asthe loadftone doth iron, 
or Turpentine fire. ` 

under oaks, and Poplars, and Elmes, becaufe the fhadow thereof is good} So they 
proceed from one evil to another ; for fin is infinite and when a man is fal’n 
down one round of Hels ladder, he knowes not where he fhalt {top, or how he fhall 
ftep back. Thefe Idolaters as they had their high places in imitation of the Patri- 
arks; fo their groves of fhady trees confecrated totheir Idols ; to {trike reverence 
into their hearts, as they conceited, and for the greater folemnity. Sin comes 
commonly clothed with a thew of reafon Exod. 1. 10. Come let uz deale Wwifely 3 
fay they: yet every oppreffour is a fool Prov, 28. 16. Itwill fo bleare the under- 
ftanding, that a man fhall chink he hath reafon to be mad, and that there is fome , p 
fence in finning. Bur efpecially will-worfhip hatha Øewof wisdome Colof. 2. **2v mgiag 
alt or the reafoa of wisdome, asthe word there fignifieth, the very quinteffence of 
ite Hence the Papifts write Rationals, whole volumes of reafon for their rites and 

ceremonies. 


Efay, 20, Gg 


anions ddl 


pg 


gE a a ee ee Eee eee ee 


te rr ee 


See Dr. Shel- 
«lons mark of 
rhe beaft ferm- 


AR. dY Mon. 


Yerno 
LYTIC, 


Hom.8, in 
Exod.20. 


eAn Expofition on Cuar. 4- 


ceremonies in Divine fervice, ( the foadow ts good, fay thele therefore, we get under 
trees ) And Tohn Hunt, a blafphemous Papift, in his humble Appendix to King 
Lames, Chap.6. was not afraid to fay, That the God of the Proteftants, is the mott 
uncivil and evil-mannered God of all thofe, who have borne the name of Gods up- 
on the earth: yea worfe then Pan, God of the Clowns, which can endure no ce- 
remonies nor good manners at all. O tongue, worthy to be pulled out, cut in gob- 
bets, and driven down the throat of this hideous blaiphemer : for he could not bur 
know the God of the Proteftants ( as he fcornfully termeth him ) to be the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft. Didnot kabjoakeh rail after this rate upon good 
Hezekiah, for taking downthe high-places, and Altars of God (as he called them ) 
which yet God well approved of? 2 Kiag. 18.22. Mr. Boroughs maketh mention 
of aLadyin Parzs, who when fhe faw che bravery of a Proceflion to a Saint, fhee 
cried out, Ob how fine is eur religion beyond that of the Huguenots F They have a 
mean and beggerly religion, but ours is full of [olemnity and bravery, Ce. The 
Cacholikes in their Supplication to King ames fora Toleration plead, that their 
religion is ( izter cater ) fo pleafing to nature, and fo futable to fenfe and reafon, ș 
that ic muft therefore needs be the right. A proper Argument furely : and not all 
out fo convincing as that of Cenalss Bifhop of Auranches, who writing againft the 
Chriftian Congregation at Purés, and bafely flandering their meetings, asif they 
were to maintain «horedome, willin conclufion needfully prove (if be could ) che 
Catholikes to be the true Church, becaufe they had bells to call chem together; but 
the Hugaenors had claps of Harquebuzes, or Piftolets, for that purpofe, &- 

Therefore your daughters foall commit Whoredome, | Inspune, they firalldo it, 
and for a punifhment of your Idolatry: and in afmuch as you bave p: oftiruced 
your fouls ( that is, my {poufe ) to the devil, your houfes fhal! be « :orelioufes, to 
your utter difgrace and heart-break. Certain it ts, that where there s» noft Idolatry,» 
there is moft adultery; asat Rome, which is nothing elfe but a great brothel-houfe, 
and hath fully made good that of the Pocet ; 


Roma quod inverfo delelaretur amore, 
Nomen ab inverfo nomine fecit Amor. 


Thus God punifhed the idolatrous Ethnikes, by delivering them up, to paffions 
of difeonour, or vile affections ; to Sodomitical practifes, which did abafe them be- 
low thofe four-footed beafts which they adored, Rom. 1. 23,24, &c. Soine put off 
all manhood, became dogs,worfe then dogs, fcalded in their own greale, verfe 27. and 
this is there called, a meet recompenfe, fach as God here threatneth. Nir. Levely 
(a very learned Interpreter ) thinketh that when God faith here, your daughters 
Soall commit Whoredome, and your daughters in lew (for fo he renders it) fatl com- 
mit adultery he meaneth it not of voluntary whoredome, but of that which ts forced: 
according to that of Amosto Amazxiah Chap. 7.17. Therefore thus faith the Lord, 
thy Wife hall be an harlot in the City: and thy fonves and danghters Mhali fH 
by the fiverd, cc. that is, thy wife fhall be ravifhed by the enemy. Theodoret alfo is 
of the fame judgement. 

Verfe 14. 1 will not punifh your daughters, when they commit whoredome, } q. d. 
I will not once foul my fingers with them, or be at pains to corre&t them : but they 
fhall take their fwinge in fin, for me, &c. Origen in a certain riomily quoting this 
Scripture, faith , Fis indignantis Dei terribilem vocem andire, Ge. Will you hear 
the terrible voice ofa provoked God ? hear it here, Z will not punih óc. You fhall 
be without chaftifement, for an argument that you are baftards and not fons. Ne- 
ver was Jerufalems condition fo defperate, as when God faid unto her, My fury, 
fhall depart from thee, I will be quiet and no more angry, Ezek. 16. 42. Feri Domine, 
Jeri, cried Luther, Strike Lord, ftrike, and {pare not. 


Ferre minora volo, ne graviora feram. 


There is not a greater plague can befall aman, then to profper in finfull practi 
fes. Bernard calleth it, mifericordiam omni indignatione cradeliorem, a tilling’ 
courtefie, Ezek, 3.20. / will lay a fiumdling-block before him; that is, oe. he 
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zablns, I will profper himin allthings, and not by afi@ion reftrain him from fin. 
fob furely counts it for a great favour to forry man, that God accompts him 
worth melting, though it be every morning ; and trying, though it be every mo- 
ment. And Jeremy calleth for correction, as a‘thing thar he could not well be with- 
out, Corrett me O Lord, &c. 

For themfelves are feparated with whores, | God feemeth to {peak this to others 
by change of perfon: Ac fi puderet ipfum cum putidis hircis verba facere, asif he 
were afhamed to fpeak any longer to fuch ftinking goats. Separates they were, but 
of the worlt fort: they feparated themfeives with harlots, they gat into by-corners, 
far from company ( {pecially of thofe that know them ) that they might more freely 
a filthineffe. But what could the Heathen fay, Turpe guid allyrus, Te fine tefle 
time. Conscience is a thoufand witneffes: and men muft not think long to lie hid: 
for God will bea /wift witzefe againft the adulterers, Mal. 3.5. and, it may be, 
bring them into all evil, in the middeft of the Congregation and affembly, Prov.5. 14. 
See the Notes on both places. Some render it, They beget baftards, fech as the 
Meze is, ( which alfo hath his name pered, from this root ) Or they fhall-be unfr uit- 
full as the 7Zi/e. Wantonneffe is commonly punifhed with wantof children. ( See 
the note above on verfe 10.) Thofe children that they had took after them,it appear- 
eth here: they were aaught by kind, as being an adulterous gr ration, a feed of 
evil-doers, a race of rebels ; and therefore it was no matter, how little chey multi- 
plied. Let thofe that have children, and others under their charge, keep home as 
much as may be , and nor be feparate from their families ( with whores efpecially ) 
left their danghters mean-while commit whoredome, (counted but a trick of youth, a 
fin that chat {lippery age may eafily flip into, and not eafily be defcried, Pro.30.19. ) 
and their fponfes commit adultery, by occafion of their leud abfence, and to cry 
quittance with them at home. Let them alfo make Nebuchadnexzars law, that 
none under their roof, fay, or do ought againft the God of heaven; and them- 
felves be firft in the practife of it, as fo many living lawes, walking ftatutes ; fo 
may they hope to keeptheir houfes chaft, and honeft, and provide for the credit 
and comfort both of themfelves and of theirs. 

And they facrifice with harlors, | Heb. Holy-harlots, facrificing-harlots, fuch as 
Solomon {peaketh of, Prov. 7-14: and as thofe wicked women that lay with Elies 
{onnes at the door of the Tabernacle, 1 Sam.2.22. Or as King Edward thefourth, 
his holy whore, ashe ufed to call her, that came to him out of a Nunnery, when he 
lift to fend forher. His kinfman Zewz the eleventh of France, ( knowing his dif- 
pofition ) invited him tothe Fresch Court, promifing him his choice of Beauties 
there, and adding Adbibebimus tibi Cardinalem Burbonium, then fhall Cardinall 
Burton fhrieve you, and abfolve you of all your mifdoings, &c. °Tis well enough 
known what foul work the Heathens made at their facra Eleufinia, Bacchanalis, Li- 
pe celia, priapevs ithe fame withthe facrificing to Baal-Peor, as Hierom holds. ) 
And to thefe this Text may feem to refer;and this people too have feparated them- 
felves to that fhame. 

Therefore the people that doth not underftand, foall fall. ] Heb. fall be beaten, 
as fome render it, ol! be perplexed and troubled, fo as they know not what to do, or 
how to help themfelves, as Aben-exra from the Arabick. The Chaldee interprets it, 
collidetur, hall be dafhed in pieces. Ignorance is much inftanced and threatned in 
this Chap. three or four feverall times at leat. Not becaufe men fin oncly by igno- 
vance, as the Platonifts think: but 1. to aggravate the hatefulneffe of this finne, 
which men ufe fo to excufe and extenuate, 2. to taunt and abafe the rebellious na- 
ture of man, who nowis fetin groffe ignorance, and ready to pitch headlong into 
hell,-as the juft guerdon of his afpiring and reaching after forbidden knowledge. 
3 becaufe ignorance (affected efpecially ) is the fource of many fins, and a main 
fupport of Satans kingdome. See the Notes above on verfes 1, 6, &c. 

Verfe 15. Though thou Ifrael play the harlot yer let not Indah offend. | Left if God 
lofe his glory among them too,he lofe it altogether. /#dab was grown almoft as good 
as Jfrael, ( in the dayes of that ftigmatick Ahaz efpecially, 2 Chron. 28.) Abotiba- 
mab, as Aholibah, Ezek. 16. But let it not be fo, faith the Prophet, fith not to be 
warned by the harmes of another, is a juft both prefage and defert of ruine. Altce 
rizs igitur perditio tna fit cantio, Seeft thou another fhipwrackt 2 PA to: 
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thine own tackling. God will take that from Ifrael, that he will not from Judah ; 
becaufe thefe had many means and priviledges, that the other had not ; as the Tem- 
ple, Priefts, Ordinances, &c, Now, good-turnes aggravate unkindnefles ; and mens 
offences are-increafed by their obligations. Indab wasand would be therefore the 
worfe, becaufe they ought to have been better, And God can better bear with 
aliants, then with his own people, when they offend. The Philiftims may cart the 
Ark, but if David doit, wo be to Uzzah, You onely haue I known of all the fa- 
milies of the earth, therefore, ( whofoever {cape ) 1 will punith you for all iniquities, 
Amos 3.2. The unkindneffe of your fins is more then allthe reft: it grieves Gods 
Spirit, and goes neer his heart, &c. 

Come not ye unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Bethaven, | Alias Bethel, the houie 
of God, fo called by Jacob, who there had vifions of God, and faid, How frar- 
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full is this place? It ts even the houfe of God and gate of heaven. But now it was 


become the hate of heaven, and gate to deftruction, as being abufed to idolatry. 
Corruptio optimi fit peffima. Bethelis become Beth-aven, the houfe of iniquity and 
mifery, of fin and of forrow: for their forrows fhall be multiplied that hatten after 
another God, Pfal. 16.4. The word there rendred forrows, fignifieth alfo idols, 
P/al 115. 4. and 106. 34. becaufe they that worfhip them, are fare of for- 
rows. 

Come not therefore to Gilgal cc."| Gilgal was the key of Canaan, {cituate be- 
tween Jordan and Jericho , famous for fundry fervices there performed to God, as 


were eafie to inftance ; but now bafely abufed to Idol-worfhip. Hence this charge . 


(and the like in Amos chap. 5.5.) not to comeneer it; and the rather becaufe it 
wasa border Town, and fo more dangerous Keep thee far from an evil matter, 
faith Adofes, Come not nigh the doors of the harlots honfe, faith Solomon. From fuch 
ftand off, or keep aloof, faith Paul, Shun them as the Sea-man doth fands and 
fhelves, as the fame Apoftles word imports, 1 Thef- 3.6. A man cannot touch fuch 
pitch, but hee fhall be defiled: nor live any while in Afaxritania, but hee fhall be 
difcoloured. Cwm fueris Rome, oc. Let them look to it that fo much affe to fee 
Traly, Rome, the Pope, the Mafle, &c. Lut what doft thon here Elias ? may God 
well fay, as 1 Kiag. 19.9. What protection haft thou here, either from infection of 
fin, or infliction of punifhment ? Saith not the heavenly Oracle, Come ont of her 
my people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues, 
Rev, 18.4. Mr. Afcham ( {chool-matter to Queen Eiizabeth) was wont to thank 
God, that he was but nine dayes in /ea/y : wherein he faw in that one City of Fenice 
more liberty to fin, then in Lozdon he ever heard of in nine yeers. And is it fafe 
prefling into fuch peft-houfes ? tampering with fuch. temptations? Tertullian tells 
of a Chriftian woman, who being ata play, was poffefled of a devil. And when 
he was asked by thofe that came to caft him out, how he durft poffeffe one that was 
a Chriftian, he anfwered, I found her in mine own place. Take heed therefore, ye 
come not where the devil hath todo. He that doth fo, and yet prayes, Leade ws 
not info temptation, may as well thruft his finger into the fire, and then pray thatit 
may not be burnt. 

Nor frear, 7 he Lord liveth :") i.e. Swear not by God and Malcham, Zcph.1.5. 
make not a mixture of religions : halt not between two opinions, think not to ferve 
two mafters. What agteement hath Chrift with Belial, or the Temple of God with 
Idols? Caft away ( faith one to a neuter paflive, Nicodemus ) either thy wings, or 
thy teeth: and loathing this Bat-like nature, be what chou art, either a bird, ora 
beaft. There were (belike) in Judah, that thought they could both frequent places 
of Idol-worfhip, and ferve Jehovah, {wearing by his Name, God will have none of 
that: if he be ferved by men at all, he muft be ferved erwe/y ; chat there be no 
halting, and torally, that there be no halving. To fwear vere, rite, jufte, as Jer4.1. 
is a piece of Gods fervice, and we may well reckon it amongft our good-works. But 
to {wear by Idols, or before idols, made to reprefent the true God ( as thofe begges 
at Danand Bethel, &cs ) or by the creature, Marth. 5.24. is utterly unlawfull. It 
isa great difhonour to God ; and a great difhonour to our felves alfo: for we al- 
wayes {wear by the greater, Heb. 6.16. 

Verfe 16, For Ifrael flideth back, as aback-fliding heifer, ] Juvenca petulca, 


mesispaoug asan unruly heifer, which both kicketh againft the milk-pail, and wriggleth againft 
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| Scilicet ante omnes furor eft infignis equarum. 

Heifers alfo are more wilde, wanton, and untractable: noting the children of 
difobedience, thofe refractary rebels: chat, as falfe jades will not fiand and pull, 
{as countrey-men call it ) fet their fhoulders to the yoke, and their fides to the 
work, but give in and kick againft che prick. 

Now the Lord will feed them as a lamb ina large place. | i.e. He will keep them 
fhort, asan heifer kept ina fheep-pafture, where there is nothing for her to bite 
on, itis fo bare. A lamb can live where an heifer cannot: a lambean pick up the 
gralle of ‘the wilderneffe, and pick a living out of it. God threatneth thefe hei- 
fers, they fhall have henceforth fhort commons. Thus Gøalther carries it. Mercer 
will have it thus: J will feed them as a lamb, i.e. daintily and plentifully, that be- 
ing the fooner fatted, they may be fitted for the fhambles. Other thus, and I 
think better, be foall feed them, thatis, punifh them, ( as Mich. 5. 4, 6. 8 7-14.) 
as a lamb, one fingle fuccourleffe lamb, that goes bleating up and, down in che wide 
walt wilderneffe, having none to tend it, or rake care of it: it fhallbeallaloneina 
large piece. How much better and fafer were it to be in Gods fold : where (though 
pinde, or pent up inawnarrower room, yet ) Gods lambs are fure to be fed daily and 
daintily. Whereasthofe that affe& freedom from Gods fervice, and hold them- 
felves at beft cafe when they have elbow-room enough to fatisfie their lufts without 
reftraint or controul, they fhall be fed with Gods rod, Adich.7. yea they fhall finde 
that he hath rwo rods. beauty and bonds, Zech.t1.7. the latter for thofe that flight 
the former. Or if he feed them as a lamb in a large place, alone, and at random,they 
will quickly become a prey to the Wolf, and foon have enough of that wilde liberty 
that they fo much affected. 

Verfe 17. Ephraim is joyned to idols, let him alone. | Ephraim, that is, the ten 
revolted Tribes, who are called Ephraim in oppofition to Judah. 1. Becaufe thar 
Tribe was the greateft of the ten. 2. Jeroboam the ring-leader of that revolt, was 
of that Tribe. 3. They fell offat Shechem, which was in that Tribe, and from 
thericeforth was joyned, or agglutinated to idols. | asthe fornicatour is to his har- 
Jot, with whom he becometh ane fief: and from whom there is no diffwading him. 
Some fetch the Metaphor from Enchanters ; who by their conjuring Art have fo- 
ciety and fellowfhip with the devils; fo had Ephraim with idols: and like an en- 
chanted perfon he could not ftir from them, but ftood fattened to themas toa 
ttock or itake. The Tyrians, when befieged by Alexander, fearing the departure of 
their god Apello from them, laid chains upon his ftatue, and faftened him to his 
Tempie. Ephraim was fo faltened to his fray-bugs (terriculys, fo Punins renders 
this Text ) that there is no likelihood, of hisbeing fundred fromthem: he had 
taken faft hold of deceit, /er.8.5. and would not loofe his hold. Let hips alone, 
therefore, faith either God to the Prophet ( lay out no more words, lofe no more 
iabour upon him) or the Prophet to Judah; let them even go, have nothing to do 
with them, though they be yourebrethren, meddle not with them, lec Chrift alone 
to deal with chemat his coming © Maranatha, the Lord cometh. Mean-while, they 
lic under a dreadfull fpirituall judgement, worfe then all the plagues of Egypt : even 
a dead and dedolent difpofition, wherunto they are delivered. This is worfe then to 
be delivered to Satan: for fo aman may be, and recover out of his fnare by re- 
pentance, as the inceftuous Corinthian did: but when God fhall fay, Let fuch a man 
alone, let him take his courfe, I have done with him, and let my Minifters trouble 
themielves no more about him,there is thenceforth but an inch betwixt him and hell, 
which even gapes for him, where he fhall rue it among reprobates. Well he may 
flourith awhile,and feel no hurt ; as Sas? did not of many years after his reje@tion : ° 
and as the Pharifees, after Chrif had faid of them, Let them alone,they ave blind lea- 
ders 
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ders of the blind. But they fhall pine & {welter away in their iniquities Lev. 26. 39, 
which is the laft of thofe difmall plagues there threatened : they fhalt nor be purged 
till Gods wrath hath refted upon them, Ezek. 24. 13. fo that now they may go 
and ferve every one his idols, fith they have fuch a mind toit, Ezek, 20. 39. and 
fith they have made a match with mifchief, they may take their belly-full of 


ic. Ob fet us feare, leit this fhould be any of our cafes: that God fhould FA 


fay let him atone, he is refolved of his way, and Iof mine: he will have his 
f{winge in fin, and Iam bent to have my full blow athim. Iam fully perfwaded 
*( faith a Reverend man now with God ) that in thefe dayes of grace, the Lord is 
“much more quick and peremptory in rejecting men, then heretofore: the time is 
“fhorter, neither will he wait fo long ashe ufed to do. See for ground of this 
Heb. 2. 3. Godis oft quick in the offer of his mercy: Go and preach the Gofpel, 
faith Chrift (Go and be quick: tell men what to truftto, that as fooles, they may 
not be femper vitturi ever about to be better, but never begin to fet ferioufly to 
work ) He thar beleeveth foall be faved: he thar beleeveth nor fhal be damned: X 
fhall not longer dally with him. Deftru&tion cometh and they fhall feek peace, 
and there fhallbe none. Mifchief hall come upon mifchief, and rumonr apon ru~ 
monr: then fhall they feeka vifion of the Prophet : but the law fall perifh from the 
Prieft, and courfed from the ancient cee. Ezek, 7. 25. 26. when men are even 
dropping into hell, and have an bell afore-hand in their confciences, then they’Je 
fend haftily for the minifter, as chey did in the fweating-ficknefle here, fo long as 
the ferventnefle of the plague lated : Then the Minifters were fought for in every 
corner, you muft come to my Lord, you muft come tomy Lady, &c. But what if 
God have faid of fuch a one, Let him alone, ashe reproved Samvel for mourning 
for Sasi, and ashe forbad feremy to pray for the Jewes, and his Apoftlesto take 
care for the Pharifees ? Oh how dreadfull is that mans condition! and what can a 
Minifter fay more then what the king of Ifrael faid tothe woman chat complained 
to him of the fcarcity of Samaria If the Lord help thee not, whence fhall I help thee? 
ont of the barnc-floore,or out of the winepreffe : If any dram of comfort be applied toa 
wicked man,the truth of God is falfified,and that Minifter will be reckoned amongft 
the devils dirt-dawbers & upholfters,chat dawb with untemper’d morter & fow pillowes 
under mens eloowes: Let fuch alone therefore and let God alone to deale with them. 
Verfe x18. Their drinkiis fowre | That is, they are paft grace, and it is now paft 
time a day to do them good : . for thou feeft how the matter mends with them, even 
as fowre alemends in fammer : and how they even ftink above ground,as P/a/ 14. 2. 
Vina probantur odore, colore, fapore cc. but their wine hath neither good colour, 
fmell, nor favour, or taft; it’s dead and gone, and they are astrees twice dead and 
rotten, and therefore pulled up by the roots, fuch as the Latines call vappe, that is 
paftthe belt, and now good for nothing, See Efay 1. 22. what life or fweetneffe 
can be in Apoftates: yea how fowre and unfavoury to fuch are all flefhly com- 
forts? They ufe to drink away their terrours, and drive away their melancholy 
dumps with merry company. But will that hold ? what are fuch plafters better 
then the devils Amodynes, then his whiftle, to call men off from better practifes > 
there isa cup in the hands of the Lord, it is full of mixture but extreme fowre: and 
the very dregs thereof all the wicked ofthe earth thal! wring them out, and drink 

them up, P/al. 75. 8. though ic be eternity to the bottom. 
` they have committed whoredome continually | Here they are taxed for whoredome, 
as before for drunkenneffe (fo fome carry it ) and afterwards for covetoulneffe. This 
is that flagitiorum triga, whereby the Prophet pemwadeth Fedak to fhake off /f/rael, 
as not fit to be converfed with. He had charged ‘them before with fornication of 
both forts: here he fheweth how unwearied they were in their wickedneffe, and 
withall how intenfe, for fornicando fornicati funt, they have done wickedly as they 
could, they have eeked out their idolatries, and adulteries, and though wearied 
and even wafted with the multitude of their wickedneffes, yet they have not given 
over but are unfatisfiable, and would fin ix perpetuum: asthat filthy fornicacour 
who faid he would defire no other heaven but to live for ever on earth, and tobe 
„carried from one brothel-houfe to another. She bath wearied her felf with lirs; 
and yet her great fcum went not forth out of her: Therefore foal it be ip the fire. 
Ezek, 24. 12. Therefore fhall gracelefle wretches he tormented for ever, becaufe 
` they 
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they would fin for ever: and therefore fuffer all extreamity, becaufe they do wick- 
edly with both hands earneftly: wofully wafting the marrow of their time, the flow- 
er of their age, the ftrength of their bodies, the vigour of their {pirits, in the per- 
fait of their lufts, in the froth and filth whereofis bred that worme thac never di- 
eth: which isnothing elfe but the furious refletion of the foul upon its own onee 
wilful folly, and now wofull mifery. 

her rnlers with foame do love, Give ye] Her fhields ( o fhamefull ! ) do love Give 


ge: where there is in che originall an elegant Agnomination that cannot be englifh- 


ed, Abshhe hibhs Dilexerant Afferte, not Afferre, as the Vulgar corruptly readeth 
E The Dorick diale&, the horfleaches language Give, Give, they are perfectly 
skilled in: Swespepte gift-greedineffe is all their delight: like the ravens of Arabia, 
that full gorged have a tuneable fweet record, but empty, fcreech horribly: Pze- 
riq; offictavij, faith One: Very many rulers doas Plutarch reporteth of Stratocles 
and Dremoclites, a couple of corrupt officers, qui fefe mutas ad meffem anream in- 
vitare folebant, who were wont to invite one another to the golden harveft, there- 
by meaning the Court, and the, judgment-feate. Thefe follow the adminiftration 
of juftice as a trade onely, with an unquenchable and unconfcionable defire of 
gaine : which iuftifiech rhe common refemblance of che Courts of iuftice to the 
Buth, whereunto while the fheep fieth for defence in weather, he is fure to lofe 
part of his fleece. Now are thefe Sheilds ? are they not rather Sharkes ? Are they 
proceCtours, and not rather pillagers? Latrones pubiici, publike robbers as Cato 
called them >? Thefe fbields of the earth belong to God, faith David, Pfal, 47. 9. 
fhould they not thenbelikehim? Now there is no iniquity with the Lord. our God, 
nor accepting of perfons, nor receiving of gifts: neither by himfelfnor by his man 
Elifba, nor by his mans man Gebexi, without diftafte. By one period of: fpeech, 
by one breath of the Lord are they both forbidden, Det. 16. 18, 19, 20. Those 
foals not refpect perfons, nor receive a gift: Forwhy: <Agift deth blind the eyes of 
the wife, yea it transformes them into walking Idols, that have eyes and fee not, 

eares and heare not: onely it leaveth them handsto handle that, the very touch- 

ing whereof will infect and venom a man, as Pliny writes of the fifh Torpedo. Let 
fuch therefore fhake their hands from bribes J/ay. 33. 15. as Paul fhoke off the 
viper: and be fo far from faying Give ye, that he fhould rather fay to thofe that 

offer it, Thy mony perifh with thee: hethat hateth gifts fhall live, Prov. 15. 27. 

fethro’s Iuftice of peace fhould be a man of courage, fearing God, hating coveton, nefs, 

not bound tothe peace (as one phrafeth it ) by a gift in a baskets nor ftruck dumb 

with the appearance of Angels &c. 

Verfe 19. The wind hath bound her up in her wings | The evill ppirit, (faith ) Hi- 
erom ) hurries them towards hell, which is the juft hire of the leaftfin: how much 
more of thefe fore-mentioned abominations? Takeitrather to be {poken of the 
faddenneffe, fwiftneffe, and unrefiftableneffe of Gods judgments fee forth by migh- 
ty winds rending the rocks, and tearing up the mountaines by the roots, 70d, 38. 9. 
How then fhall wicked men ( compared to chaffe or duft of the monntaines ) ftand 
before the cempeft of Gods wrath, the thunder of his power? Well they may ap- 
plaud and ftroke themfelves for atime: but the wind fhall bind them up in her 
wings: God fhall blow them to deftruction, fob. 4. 9. his executioners have the 
wings of a fork, large and long, and wind in thofe Wings, to note their ready obe- 
dience, Zech, 5. 9. And although Ezek, 1. God be reprefented as fitting upona 
throne to thew his flownefs to punifh, yet-that throne hath wings & hands under thofe 
wings,to thew his fwiftnefs & readineffe to do feafonable execution upon his enemies. 

and they fuall be afoamed becanfe of their facrifices | wherein they trufted, but now 
fee themfelves difappointed, their idols not able to helpthem. Then fhall they 
caft their idols of filver and of gold, which they have made each for himfelf to 
worfhip, tothe moles and to the bats, to go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the 
tops of the ragged rocks, Ifay. 2. 20; 21. See allo Ufay. 30. 22. If they be not thus 
afhamed of their former fopperies, they are the more to be pittied. J/lum ego peri- 
iffe dico cui periit pudor. He is anundone man that fhames not, fhentsnot himfelf 
for his cvili practifes, that blufhech not bleedeth not before God for them, lying 
down in his fhame. fer. 3. 25.as fully afhamed of his former hopes, Pfal. 119.116. 
which now he feeth how far they have abufed him. 
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CHAP. V. 


Eare ye this ye Priefts] For youare not fo wife, but that ye may 
heare and increafe learning. Chap. 4. 6. and befides, from you is 
profaneneffe gone forth into all the land. fer. 23. 15. For ycu therefore in the firft 
place I have a citation to appeare before Gods tribunall, to heare your fin & your 
fencence, your crime,& your doom.God cited Adam immediately & by himfelf, Gen. 
7.9. Adam,where art thon?fo he did Cain, Laban, Nabal & others,when he fends for 
them by death, faying as once to that Pope, Veni mifer in judicinm,Come away, and 
heare thy fentence. Mediately he citeth men by the mouth of his minifters ; as he did 
the Councill ofCozftance by his faithfull martyr foha Huffe,and his word ftood : and 
as he doth here the three Eftates of the kingdome, Priefts, People, and Princes 
by the Prophet Hofea. That was very itrange and extraordinary, that Mr. Knox 
reporceth in his hiftory of Scotland, of one Sr. Jobs Hamilton murthered by the 
kings meanes: that he appeared to him ina vifion witha naked {word drawn, 
and ftrikes off both his armes with thefe words, Take this before thou receive a fi- 
nall payment for all thine impieties: and within 24 houres, two of the Kings fons 
died. Itis indeed but part of their punivhinent that wicked men here receive, {eem 
it never fo grievous when, God entrech into judgment with them, as here itis faid. 

for judgment is toward you] that is . am about to pronounte fentence again{t you 
and co do execution : and therefore hear, hurken, and £ive-care, the firk fecond and 
third time ladmonifh you, that ye may know that my citation is ferious and pe- 
remptory: and that your damnation fleepeth not. Prieft and people are fer be- 
fore the hon(e of the king; becaufe theirs was fedes prima, œ vita imi, an high 
place but a low life. And befides, Courtiersand great men, though they be ino- 
ther cafes forward enough to take place of others, yetin point of punifhment they 
flink back, and are well content that others fhould go before them. God regards 
none for his greatneffe ( Potentes potenter torquebuntur ) neither {pareth he any for 
his meanneffe, or becaufe they were born down either by the lawes, or livesof 
their Superiours. The people are here placed betwixt the Priefts and Princes. and 
with them appealed and impeached, to fhew how frigid and infuficient their ex- 
cufe is, who plead that they did but as they were taught by their Minifters, and as 
they were commanded by their Governours. Ephraim is oppreffed and broken in 
jadgement, bccanfe be willing ly walked after the commandement > asit isin the ele- 
venth verfe of this chapter. See the note. ; 

for judgement is toward you | Vengeance isin readineffe for the difobedient behe 
what he will, ke/ar or caytiffe, Lord or lofell, Prieft or people: every whit as rca- 
dy in the Lords hand as in the minifters mouth. 2. Cor. 10. 6. neither fhall mul~ 
titudes priviledge or fecure them. Though they be quiet or combined, and likewife 
many, yet thus fhal! chey be cut down, when he fhail pafsthrough. Nab. 1. 12. 
yea though they be briers and thorns that fet againft him in batile ( and thofe never 
fo much confortuplicared and fharpened ) yet God will go through them, and burn 
them together, Efay. 27. 4. he will cut off the fpirit of Princes, and deftroy a whole 
rabble of rebels that rife up againft him. 

becanfe ye bave been a fuare on Mixpah] That God may be juftified and every 
mouth ftopped, a reafon is here rendred of his moft righteous proceedings, and the 
fame recited (after the manner of men ) in the preamble to their condemnatory 
fentences. 

becanfe ye have been a fnare on Mizpah,c a net pred upon Tabor ]Thefe were two 
very high hils, much haunted by hunters, and frequented by fowlers,to whom thefe 
Idolaters ( ftriving to catch people ritibus fuis velut retibus et laqueis, with their 
nets and fnares of errours and fuperftitions ) are fitly compared. For they lie in 
in wait for mens fouls and catch many of them either by perfwafions or punifh- 
ments, by allurements or affrightments, as fulian the Apoftate did of old, and as 
the Pagiftsdo at thisday. That Jeroboam and his counfellours fer watchers in thefe 


Ferfe i. 


two mountains, to obferve who would go from him to fudahto worfhip, that he. 


might intercept them and punifh them, isa plaufible opinion, but wants proof. 
T know what is alledged, Viz1 King, 12, 28. and Hof. 6. 8. according to the 
vulgar 


th Been 
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algartranflation, T confeif:alfo that ifis not unlikely that fuch things fhould be 
done then ( as lately wait was laid by the Papifts for fuch as had a minde to betake 
themfelves as Geneva, Tygure, Bafil, Gc. for confcience fake. It is more probable 
that uponthote high hils Idolatry was committed ( fee chap.4.13. with the Note ) 
and thereby people enfnared, as birds and wilde beatts are in the mountains : and 
fo made flaves to the devill, and even fatted for histooth. Hence in the negt 
Words. 

Verfe2. And the revolters are profound to make flanghter | They lay their nets 
and fares deep, and lie down upon the ground thar they may take the filly birds 
that dread no danger. He croncheth and hembleth himfelf that the poor may fall into 
his ftrong pawes, Pfal,10.10, He ftudies the devils depths Rev:2.24; poifonfull and 
pettilent pollictes , AZachievellianmytteries of mifchief- His head is a forge and 
fountain of wicked wiles: he hath ftore & ftrength of f{trange traps and trains, frauds 
and fetches,to draw in and deceive the filly fimple. That thefe feducers were deeply 
revolted Efay 31.6. they had deeply corrupted themfelves Hof-o.9. they finned not 
common fins ; as Kore and his complices died nota commondeath. They made 
great flaughter of mens fouls, and of their bodies too, that refufed to yceld to 
them. Craft and cruelty feldom fundred in f{educers : as {ome write of the Afp that 
he never wanders alone, without his companion with him ; and as thofe birds of 
prey and defolation Ef2y 34.16. itis faid that zoe of them Want their mate. The 
devil lendech them his {even heads to plot, and his ten horns to pnfh and 

ore, &c, 

g though I have been a rebuker to them all |Web. acorrettion. Underftand it either 
of the Prophet, that he had dealt plainly with them, and done his utmoft to reclaim 
thein, yet they refufed to be reformed, hated to be healed. We would have cured 
Behyton but fhe would nor be cured: Or elfe of God, that he had both by words 
and feribes rebuked thcir fuperftitions but nothing had wrought upon them. They 
were tormented with the Wrath of God, but repented not to give him the glory,Rev.16.9. 
Corrigimur, might they fay, fed non corrigimur, plettimur, fed non fleclimur. See 
how God complains of this ittubbornneffe, Jer.6.28,29,30. and learn to tremble at 
his rebukes, to profit by his chaftifements, Ich a worfe thing befall us. The jaf 
Lord is ix the middeft thereof : he Will not do iniquity ; every morning doth he bring his 
judgements to light, be fuileth not : but the unjuft kneweth no foame, There are that 
take the words poffively and render them thus Ego vero illis omnibus caftigution: fum 
I have been rebuked or corrected by them all. See the like Lem.3.13. andin «he 
Plalms often I am a rep: oach to mine enemies : thou makeft us a reproach to all thar 
are roundabout uss &c. So the Prophet here may feem to complain, as Jeren.y id 

after him, that he was bora a man of contentions, that all the people curfed him, that 
he was a common by-word,and but-mark : that they fharpened their tongues agai: ft 

himand flew in his face. To Preach, faith Lurber, is nothing elfe but to derive r... 

rage of the whole world upon a mans felf, Wifdom ( that fhould be jx/?:frd of 
her children ) is eftfoones juaged of her children, as fome read thofe words ot our 

Saviour AZat.11.19. Butl like the a@iue fence better. 

Verf. 3. [know Ephraim and Ifrael is not hid from me | Thofe that by Ephraim 
underftand the Princes, and by J/rae/ the common people etiam hoc opere addant, ct 
illud ex (criptura probent , faith Tarnovias,lecthem prove what they fay by Scrip- 
ture, and we will fay with them : Till then we take them for Syzonima’s. An 
hypocritical nation they were Iai.g.17. and Athieftically they thought, by hiding 
God from themfelves, to hide themfelves from God, Hearthem elfe Chap. 12.8. 
And Ephraim faid, yet 1 am become rich, 1 have found me out fubftance ; \ al! my 
Labour they fall finde none iniquity in me: that were fin,that were an hainous bufinefs, 
that iniquity fhould be found in them, though they were a people aden with iniqui- 
ty. Butl know them through and through,zstus et in cute faith God, Iam privy 
toall their plots and policies. And although they are profound to make flanghter 
( Tind:!lreades it, They kill [acrifices on heapes todeceive ) yet let not them be de- 
ceived, Lamnot mocked, They muft not think to put me off with fhewces and 
fhadowes : to colour and cover their bafe {pirits and vile ends with fpecious pre- 
tences. For I fearch the hearts, and try the reines : neither is there any creature (no 


- not the creature of the heart, the thoughts and intentions ) that ss not manifest in his 
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Sareea y 

Tuuva. fight : but all things are naked and open ( naked for the outfide > and open for the in. 

Terpaxd- fide; the Greek word fignifieth diflected quartered, and as it were cleft through the 
ok) ese g back-bone ) before the eyes of him with whom we have to deal.’ Heb.4.13. 1 ndeed 

Le taht he isallcyc; and every man before God isall window : fo that no man needetha 
; tum, Lue, + window in his breaft (asthe Heathen Momas wifht) for God to look inat. For b is 


i eyes are upon the wayes of man : and he feeth all his goings. There is no darkne le nor 


( Soadow of death where the warkers of iniquity may hide themfelves Joo.24.21.22. His They are fo far from yiclding themfelves unto the Lord, as 2 Chyo.30.8. that they 

eyes behold, his eyeeids try the children of men P/a/.11.4. the former points out his ftand in full oppofition to him, yea fend meffages after him. e will not have this 
knowledge, the later his critical defcant. David Pfal.13 9. findeth God not onely à mantoruleover 4s. The Jewes werean untoward generation, faith Peter Att.a,40. 
i at his finger ends, but at his tongues end too vr/.4, His knowledge ftayes not f they, by their obftinate refufall of the Gofpel, judged themfelves xzworthy of ever- 


here in the porch or lobbycs, but paffeth into the prefence,yea privy-chamber ver,2, lafting life, faith Pant A@.13.46. there were unmalleable, unframeable, fo knotty 


A a 
Preaching,and not to name a Greek, Latinċ,or Hebrew word : quoted it once in the Mafter Leigh 
Hebrew, as witneffc learned Mafter Leigh who lived fome while under his Miniftry, 2° Sains en- 
But to return to the text : whereas fome might poffibly conceive ur reply, Ephraim (Mra ment, 
` i : 3 f dyc.ep.dedic, 
is far gone indeed, but he may return. No, never, faith God : for he will not give - i 
his minde to it , or fhew his good will : he is even fet ; and there is no removing ` 
of him; he hath made his conclufion, and is as good as ever he mceancth to be. 


yeamy thonghtsix poffe before I think them. Devs intimo nofiro nobis intimior. that they were fit for nothing burthe fire, fo naftie, that they were fit for no place 
The wordis to God a feaof glaffe Rev.4 6. a clear tranfparent body : and his eyes ý but the dunghiil. And why-? 
are as a flaming fire Re#.1.14. which needs no outward light, becaule it fecth extra- the [pirit of whoredoms is in the midff of them] The devill is at Zane with them Mafter Brads 
Phil. 139. 12, mittendo by fending outa ray ; fo that the night fhineth as the day, the darkneffe and F as that Martyr faid she even fits abrood upon them, hatching all manner of eyil ford. 
the light are both alike to him, What wonder therefore though he know Ephraim, È counfels and courfes. he worketh effeCtually in thefe children of difobedience, asa Eph. 2. 2. 
an! I/+ael is not hid from him? And how thould this both humble them ( for A {mith doth in his forge , an artificer in his fhop : he acts them and agitates them, 
which caufe it is here urged ) and caution them for the future,as it did that holy man, k making their fouls and all the powers thereof nothing elfe but a fhop of fin, their 
who had written upon the walls and windowes of his Rudy thefe verfes, i 3 bodies all the parts thereof tooles of fin, their lives andall their a@ions of both 
f i _E foui ana body a trade of fin, a web of wickednefs {pun out and made upty the hands 
Piao a sila cides teens Angilia par, 4 of the devil and the flefb an evil fpinner, anda wore weaver. Hence the a se rotting 
at fatanit,et lex mens confcia culpe, $c. : cogs : > : ; SaN cere 
| all their lives long in the graves of fin, wrapt up in the winding fheet of hardae&, 
For now O Ephraim thou committe? whoredom and Ifrael is defiled ‘Jin body and i of heart (they will not frame their doing to turn to God ) and bliadnefs of mind 
foul, -ufhing into all impiety without reftraint: working all uncleannefs with greedi. ; ( they have not known the Lord : } and asa carcafe crawieth with wo: mes fo do t.:fe 
Eph4-19e hef: being filled withall anrighteonfnefs fornication wickednefs, tovetoufnefs malici- men {warm with thofe ncifome lufts, that are able to poifor vi an horei heart. 
oufnefs : fullof envy, murder, debate, deceit, crc. Rom.1.29.30. All thefe evil things : How can it be otherwife? the fpirit of fornication is in the m -:d:{t of them, asa 
come from Within and defile a man Mar. 7.23. worfe then any leproGe, worfe then King in his Kingdom : yea hath filled their hearts from corner to corner, as he had 


the vomit of a dog, or the mire of afwine. Itis the pollution of flefh and fi pirit, 


done the hearts of Avanias ond Sapphira ? That unclean fpirit befiegeth the pret Aag 
2 Cor.7.1, itis the putrefaction of a dead carcafe, the fanies of a plague-fore, the 


hearts, at@compateth them about, fecking to devour them, 1 Per. 5.8, but they 


devils excrement, and thac which defileth far worte then that which ss caft into the : keep him out, fredfaft in the faith , or if he any way get in, they quickly caft him 

draught. Aar.7.21.I¢ fets defilement upon our felves,others,the whole land, Jer.3.1. out again : fo that he cannot long reft or rooft, much leffe raiga there : for 

yea upon the vifible heavens, which muft therefore be purged by that laft fire. And the Spirit of God keepcth them,and that evil one soncheth them not talix Quali- 1 Joh.s.18; 
_ this was typified by thofe many Leviticall wafhings and purification; of garments, 4 tativo with a deadly touch ; they regard not iniquity in their heart, there is no S4#tan 

veflels, perfons, &c. Waf youthercfore, make you clean put away the evil of your i way cf wickednefle found inthem. Of the fpirit of whoredomes fee the Note on 

doings Ge. Efuy 1.16. Wafh thy heart from wickednefs O Tove (alem, «ot shy hands Chap.4.11. 

onely as Pilate, though thofe too, Jum. 4.8. Jor.4.t46 Cleanfe your feives from i And they have not known the Lord | He knowes them well enough vezfe 3. aad 

all filthinef of flefh and {pirit, 2 Cer.17.1. Of ‘the flefb that is,fleth!y 'ufts end grofs ' they fhall know it, Jer-16.21. tothéir coft : but they know not the Lord, fc. faving- 

evils, as uncleannefs, earthly mindednefs,or Of jpirit, that is, thof. inore 


fpirituall ly and effeQually : for if they did, they could not be fo vile and vitious, fo loofe 
lufts that lic more up in the heart of the countrey, fuch as are pride, creature-con- 


| and licentions. A man js properly faid to knew no more of Gods minde then he 
fidence, felf-deccit, prefumption, &c. Out with all thefe : there’s both a ftain and 


practiteth . nke as of our Saviour it is faid, that be knew no fim, that is, he did 


2Cor.s,25. 
a fting in them. Runto the Bath of Chrifts blood,that bleffed fountain, Zech. 13.4. ; none: with an inteil Guall knowledge he knew it ( how elfe could he reprove it ) i 
and there wath and be clean, Look not upon Gods Jordan with Syrian eyes,as Naad- be: not with a preftical : and as itis faid of Elies two fons, that they knew nor God 
man did, Abanah and Pharphar may wath and fcoure: but Jordan is forcure. And becaufe they obey’d him not. Lo fach was the ignorance of this people, affe@ed 
if God {ec fit to lay usa frofting, to fetch out our filth, yea or caft into the fire to : and acquired ; and this is peccatorum omninm fons ct fomes, the mother oi all 
take away our defilerents, let us be contented. ; miíchict and mit: ry; as hath been oft fet forth in the Notes upon the former 
Ferle 4. They will not frame their doings to turn unto their God J]Or, their i chapter. 
doings will not fuffer them. That is, they are fo habituated and hardened in finfull Verfe 5. And the pride of Ifrael teflifietb to his face’) Pride is the great maffer- s 
practices that they are not onely difinabled to converfion but evil-affected there- pock of the foul : it will bud, and cannot be hid Exek.7.10. Itisthe grandiabolo,. 
unto: they ftand a-croffe to all good : totheir fnewes of iron, they have added that filthy inirit that is gotten into the midft of men, into th: very heart of the 
Yai. 48.4. browes of braffe, to their fin they adde rebellion , which is as bad as witch-craft, country asit were. It is the leprofie of the foul that breakes forth in the very fore- 
1. Sams. 15.23. till at length they lofe all pafive power alfo of being converted: thead, and fo tet feth to his face. Tt proceeds from ignorance of God and his will, 
and fo are transformed, as it were, into fo many devils : having by cuftome con of a mans jel! a; a his duty : hence that connexion of this verfe and the former. They ; 


tracted a nccellitie of finning, they are become incurable : they neither will nor can know nor the Lord + And the pride of Ifrael teftifieth to his face. The Laodiceans were 
return to their God : they will not frame their doings toit. The Vulgar hath it, their therefore proud, becaufe ignorant: thos knoweft net that thou art wretched and 


ftadies, the Septuagint their counfels : Caftalio, their endeavours, Pagnine their pains miferable, and poor, &c.. So thofe queftion-fick phantafticks in Saint Pas? were 
cc. The Originall is very elegant, and metricall Lo ijttenn magnallehens Lafoub el 


proud knowing nething, 1 Tim.6.4. And I would not have you ignorant of this 

Elokehem. I {carce know a like text inall the Scripture, uoleffe it be that Lam.5.16, myftery, faith he to his Romans Chap.11.25. -lef ye fhould be puffed up in your own 
Oi na lanu, chi chatrann. Woetousthat Wwe have finned: which is fo elegantalfo in concetts. Humble Agur though full of heavenly light, yet vilifies and nullifics him+ 
the Originall, that Mafter Wheatly of Banbury ( who ufed to be very plain h his felf to the utmoft Prov,30.2. and fo exemplifies that Proverb of Solomen, pir oi 
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lowly is wifdom, Prov. 11.2. And as wifdom maketh the face to Jhine, and humi- 
lity rendreth a man lovely : fo pride on the contrary, fittechin the face, and defor- 

methit. The proud man flattereth himfelf in his own lies, till his iniquity be found 

to be hatefull, P/aé. 36. 2. till his {welling break torth in luathfome ulcers, Thus 

Miriams pride teftified to her face, and Vzziah’s, and Sodoms, Efay 3.9. The thew 

of their countenance witneffing againft them. Pride is a foolifh finne, it cannot 

keepin, it will be above-board, and difcover it felf by lofty looks, big-iwoln-words, 

proud gate, ridiculous geftures, garifh attire, that.neft of pride ; but capecially by 

ftoutneffe and ftubbornneffe againft God and his wayes (as here in this Text it is 
to betaken. ) When men commit fin with an high band, and asit were, in defpite 
of God, and on purpofe to croffe him. Hence it is that God fo hateth this finne 
above other: for whereas all other fins flee from God, pride lets flyeat him, nay 
flees in his face, faying, Who is the Lord, that I foould bey him? Hence he will be 
a fwift witneffe againit fuch, anda fevere Judge. Learned Mr. Leveley, reads this 
Text thus; Tke excellency of Ifrael ( that is God, as Amos 8.7. 2 Sam.t. 19.) 

will teftifie to Ephraims face, give in evidence againit them. He will indeed be 
Index, Judex, Vindex, to fuch: for he refifteth the proud, and delighteth to ftain 
their glory, to caft dirt in thofe faces of theirs, that are fo hatchr with impidence, 
as to face the very heavens, and toconteft with Omnipotency. Hence their fall 
with a violence, with a vengeance. 

Therefore foall Ephraim and Ifrael fall in their iniquity: 7] Corrnet they thall 
fall with a pufh, with a powther, as we fay: and in their iniquity, that’s worfe then 
all theret. Ye foall die in your finnes, faith Chrift to thofe rebellious Jews, Ioh. 
8. 21. that was a great deal worfe then to die in prifon, to die in a ditch, or in the 
worlds disfavour. Or, ia their iniquity, that is, for their iniquity whichis indeed 
the caufe of calamities. Atthe loffe of C.:tice, when a proud “rench-man deman- 
ded of an Englifh Captain, When will you fetch Calice again 2 he gravely replied, 
Luando peccata veftra ernnt noftris graviora. Whenyom finnes fhal! weigh down 
ours. If any man ask, ( faith Tarnovins upon tbis . 2x0) Unde hodi» Mista fuffim 
in Germania vaftitas ? efficit hanc peccatornm atre ica. Whence fo great defolations 
in Germany ? It is for the grievoufneife of our sugquity. VL. tins was better ver, 
then the refule of that confultation he. cnce s: Hambo. orga, © fome of his Lz- 
theran fellow-Minifters, concerning the caufe and enre = -manies calamities. 
They concluded (faith Mr. Borong: c: on Hafea, from th. :.outh of a Minifter there, 
who told it him with grief ) that ii was, becaris -hetr ir: agesin chise vs were noe 
adorned enough, which therefore they weie o recone. Asad hufinefle, Solo- 
mon would have told them, thatir isa nans cece that brings him low, Pror. 29,23. 
And that before deftrattion the heart of a man us hargher, vov.18.12 And that 
pride goeth before deftrsttion, and an haughty fpsrit beyo: . Fall, Prov. 16. 18. IË 
the pride of Ifraeldoth teftifie to bis face, the nextnews wr Sill hear of him is, 
that rael and Ephraim are fallen intheir saiquuy, A bulptug. «ali cannot ftand : 
a {welling fore will fhortly break. This @.tdd the J have jer their pride, beornufe riw 
have reproached and magnified themfelves againft thi peaple of the Lord of loafts, 
The Lord will be terrible unto them: for he will famij» all the gods of toe earth, &e, 
Zeph. 2.10, 11. all thofe desneuli, thofe pretty pi@ures that men fo much dote 
upon: which fhould not be fuffered, if for nothing elfe, yet for the diftradion 
they may caufe in Divine worfhip. In the Councel-chamber of the Lacedemonians, 
no picture or image was fuffered ; left in confultation of weighty matters, their 
mindes thereby might be diftra@ted. Jrenews reproveth the Gnoflicks for their pi- 
ures of Chrift, though made in Pilates time, after his own proportion. sfaftin 
denieth that images can be fet upin Churches, fine prefentiffimo rdolol.trice pericxlo, 
without exceeding great danger of idolatry. Epiphanins faith, ir ts an abeminati. 
on of defolation, to fet up pictures in the Churches of Chriftians. Platarch an 
Heathen faith, it is facriledge: And Solymaz the great Turk, when he had taken | 
Buda in Hungary, would not enter into the greac Church there, to give Cod 
thanks for the victory, tillail the images were caft out. ue this by the way oncly. 
Let us take heed by thofe miftaken Lutherans, whom a deceived heart hath turned 
afide, that we likewife fall not from our own fted faftuefie. 

left Judah alfo -fall with them.) Left we be wraptup in tke fame condem- 
nation, 
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nation, left we follow Germany in her plagues, as we began apace to do in her 
fins: for the which we have alfo already feverely {marted. If Judah comply with 
Ifrael in falfe worfhip, they fhall fall with Ifrael. God is not tied to any people, but 
can weli be without them. The Lord is with you, whilft ye are with him. If ye feek 
him, he will be found of you: butif you forlake him, he will forfake you, 2 Chron: 
15.2. Butwill che Lord be certainly found of them that feck him > yes, if they 
feck him ferioufly and feafonably, in a time when he may be found, and before he 
be utterly departed. But here was the miftake, and the mifchief of it. Thefe Apo- 
ftata’s went to feck the Lord, and they went with their coft, but they came too late: 
they had finned away their God, and wiped off all their comfortables, as Sand had 
done before them. The Philiftims are upon me, faith he, and God hath forfaken 
me: he anfwereth me no more, neither by ey sie nor by dreams, &c. It is faid, 
1 Chron. 10.14. that Sazi did not enquire of the Lord, therefore he flew him. He 
did, and yet he did not , becaufe he fought him not with all his heart : his devotion 
was fained and forced. Now itis arule in the Civil Law, Fitta pro faths non ha- 

) bentur: nec videtur fieri quod non legitimt fit. Fained fervice is loft labour: nei- 
ther is that done roany purpofe, that isnot orderly done, And this was the cafe of 
thefe facrificers in the next vezfe. Sodomites God calleth them, E/. aJ 1.10. 

Verfe 6. They fhall go with their flocks, and with their beards] Curfitabunt, 
they hall czt xp and dowa, from altar to altar, with all their ftock, as if they would 
buy off their fins, redeem their forrows, with becatonsbs, and ftore of holocaufts ; 
and then be ready to fay, as that Heathen Emperour did,’ when he was to meet his 
enemie in the field, Noz fic Deos colwimus, aut fic viximus ut ille nos vinceret, 
We have not fo ferved the gods, or lived fo, that the enemy fhould have the bet- 
ter of us. They thought they had merited better at Gods hands, by their thou- 
fands of rams, and ten thoufand rivers of oil, then to fall, as inthe former verfe, 
then to be relinquifhed by him,as here. Lo this is the guife of graceleffe hypocrites: 
by thei outward performances they think to oblige God unto them ; and by their 
good deeds to fet off for their bad. Thus Brunheldis (that French Athaliah) after 
many murders, and much mifchicf wrought by her, xno 600. built many Col- 
ledges for Priefts, and Monks, in Burgundy and duftria, Eo fcilicet beneficio mau 
leficia fua expiavit, faith the French Chronicler ; thereby thinking to fatisfie for all 
her cruelty. So herein King Stevens time, there were more Abbeys built then in 
an hundred yeers before. So the Papifts at this day, fpend and are {pent in their 
blinde devotions: they /dvifo money ont of the bag, and run up and down from 
Saint to Saint with their coft : They pray publikely in publike calamities, for fourty 
hours together, by the Popes command, that they may pacifie God, and divert his 
difplcafure. For the fame cause, they make the fame man (in their greater Cities 

' appointed ) to preach every day in Lest without intermiflion ; fo as fix dayesin 
the week he preacheth on the Gofpel of the dayes ; and on the Saturday, in honour 
and praife of our Lady, as they call her. Lo, thus they go, as they think, to /eck 
God with their will-worfhip , and work done,&c. but they finde him as little as they 
did here, with their flocks, and with their berds: And why? Firft, they go to feek 
him: they run, butina wrong way ; and fo fulfill that facred proverb, He that 
hafieth with rs feet finneth: for the fafter he runs, the farther he is out. Next, 
they pretend to feek him, but indeed they feek themfelves: they feek him, but it 
isto berid of hisrod: they donot fo much ferve him,as ferve themfelves and their 
own tufns upon him; as thofe hypocrites in Zachary fafted to them/{elves ; notto 
get off their fins, but their chains. Thirdly, they go with their flocks, &c. not 
minc, but theirs, faith God ; he will not fo much as own them, though they were 
tendered to him in facrifice ; becaufe brought with a wicked minde, Prov. 21. 27. 
as Balac and Balaam did, Num. 23. 1,2. and as Cain did, Gen. 4. 5. to whom 
therefore God had no refpect, becaufe he brought on perfonam fed opus perfona, 
not himfelf, but his facrifice, as Luther hath it: who alfo calleth all chofe Cainifts, 
that offer to God the work done, but prefent not their bodies for a lively facrifice, 
Rom. 12.1. Hence he rejects their fervices with infinite difdain, as Efay 1.1 1,12. 
and 66. 2,3. though never fo numerous and precious, Mic. 6.7. Hof. 8.13. And 
to fet forth this, ashe caileth them here, their flocks, and not his, fo Fourthly, he 
calleth them flocks and herds, not facrifices: that was too good a name for oe 
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Thus, fer. 7.21. in fcorn he calleth their facrifice fle/ ; fuch as was ordinary, fold 
in the fhambles. And thus alfo, Hof.9.4. {peaking of the meat-offering appointed, 
Lev. 2. §. hecalleth ic, their bread for their fouls, or, for their life and livelihood, 
the bread for their naturall fuftenance ; and faith, it Ball not come into bis honfe, 
he will none of ite See Mal. 1.7. with the Note. 

but they foall not finde bim | Non erit ipjis domi, non favebst eis, faith an interpreter 
here, he will notbe at home, not within, to open to them when they knock at 
his doore: he willbe as ftrange to them as ever they were to him, becaufe they 
bring him not that beft facrifice of a broken heart: and becaufe they come too late 
when the gate of grace is fhut, when the gale of grace is over, when he hath fully 
refolved upon their ruine, and will not repent $ 

When he hath withdrawn himfelf from thew] Heb. hath fnatcht away himfeif, hath 
thrown himfelf out of their company, as Peter threw himfelf out from the rude 
fouldiers into a by-corner, to weep bitterly, Mark. 14. 72. Cum fe proripuiffer, fo 
Beza rendreth it. When God is well pleafed with his people, they can no fooner 
cry, but he willfay, Here lam, //ay. 58. 9. And though they offer but fmall 
things unto him, as Samnel did a fucking lamb,1 Sam 7. 9. they are highly accep- 
ted, and gracioufly anfwered. But woe unso them when I depart from them, faith 
God Hof. 9 12. yea woe upon Woe when Gods foul is once difsoynted from them. Fer. 
6. 8. avevill, anonely evill, behold, is come. etn end is come, the end is come, it 
watcheth for thee, behold it iscome. Ezek, 7. 5. 6. and why? becaufe God was 
withdrawing from them: Hence all evils came rufhing in, as by afluce. In the 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh chapters of that Prophefy, God maketh diverfe re- 
moves, And ftill, as he goes out, fome judgement comes in. Firft he removeth 
from the Cherubins in the Oracle, to the threfhold Chap, 9. 3. and upon that 
Remove, fee what followeth Verfe 5, 6, 7. &c. Secondly he removeth to the 
Cherubins on the right fide of the houfe Chap. 10. 1. and fee what followes Ferf.ze 
Thirdly co the Eaft-gate of the houfe, and the firft entrance into the Temple, Chap. 
10. 19, and then fee what fucceeds Chap. 11. 8. 9. ro. Fourthly he removeth to 
mount Olivet, quite owt ofthe city, Chap. 11. 23. and when God was quite gone, 
then follwed the fatall calamity in the ruine thereof. As there is no light in the 
world but from the Sun, no water but from the Sea; fo no found comfort or happi- 
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neffe to be had but with and in God. Better have him angry with us, then not) 


have him at all withus, The lofs of God is a peece of hell; inthe fuburbs whereof 
the Saints feel chemfelves, when but a while deferted. 

Ferfe7. They have dealt treacheronfly againft the Lord | They have dealt deceit- 
fully inthe Covenant, they area perfidious curfed crew ofthem: this I fee well 
enough, faith God, though they may think to darken mine eye-fight with the fmoke 
of their many facrifices, or to ftopmy mouth with their great prefents. See how 
he complaineth as in this Prophefie often,fo,fer. 3. 20. Surely as a Wife treacheronfly 
departeth from ber husband, fo have you dealt treacheroufly with me, O honfe of Ifrael. 
Now in fuch a cafe a man will notregard any ranfom: neither will he reft content, 
though thou giveft many gifts: hewill not be a pandar to his own bed, unleafs he 
be very bafe indeed. Moft certain it is, that God will not endure any fuch doings: 
but though he love his Spoufe never fo well, yet if fhe play falfe with him, and admit 
any other into the bridall-bed, he will forfake his honfe that hath been fo difhoneft, 
he will /eave his heritage that hath been foembafed ; he will give the dearely belo- 
ved of his foul intothe band of ber enemies, who fhail hate her more then ever they 
loved her, as Amnon did Tamar, and deale cruelly with her, as Ezek. 16. is at 
large difcourfed. The wickedneffe of this people was the greater, for that they pre- 


tended religion (as inthe former verfe ) to their bafe beaftly practifes. Deflem-~ 
bled fanctity is double iniquity. See how hainoufly God takes ee 7. 9, 10.1 


And when others deale treacheroufly and unworthily with you, fee whether you 
have not done as bad and worfe againft the Lord. Alphonfus king of Arragon ina 
fpeech to the Popes Embaffadour profeffed, that he did not fo much wonder at his 


Courtiers ingratitude to him, ( who had raifed fundry of them from meane co great ' 


éftates ) as at his own to God. 
for they have begotten firange children | baftards fuch as the Jewes call Mamzer, 
as ye would fay aliena labes, a ftrange blot, 
as 


They call them alfo brambles, fuch ` 
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as was Abimelech who grew in the hedge-row of an harlot, and f{cratcht and drew 
blood to purpofe, fudg. 9. 14. That which is here charged upon the Ifralites is 

that they had nor onely taken co wife the daughters of a ftrange God, or begotten 
baftards of harlots, but that they had nuzzled up their children in idolatry, and fo 
made them fevenfold worfe the children of the devill chen before. This was a very 
great aggravation of their treachery, that they fhould impoifon their pofteriry 

and propagate their wickednefle from one generation to another ; that there fhould 
be a line and a fucceflign of it from their loins. None are fo ready to drink in falfe 
principles, and corrupt practifes as young ones. “Such parents as have a hand in un- 
doing their children, either by ill counfeil, or example; are perensptores potins quàm 
parentes, faith Bernard, rather parricides then parents. They fhall give an heavy 
account to God for their childrens mifcarriages. Ler it therefore be the care of pa- 
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rents, as to keep themfelves pure, fo to fee to their little ones, that they be not ` 


corrupted. Satan bears an implacable fpite and hatred to them, as the feed-plot of 
heaven ; and hath his emsiffaries abroad to marrethem. -Such was Protagoras, of 
whom P/ato reporteth, that he gloried of this, that whereas he had lived fixty 

į Yearsin all, fourcy of chem he had {pent in corrupting of young people. Of fulian 
the Apoftaceit is reported, that being of excellent parts and proof, both in learning 
and religion, whileft he was young: he was afterwards corrupted by his two Hea- 
thenith Lutours Libanius, and famblichus, through the careleffenefle of Exfebins 
Bifhop of Nicomedia, who fhould have feen better to it: and that this was a main 
caufe of his Apoftacy. , 

now fhalla moneth devour them with their portions. |. Some read it thus, New 
Shall the enemy devour them moneth after moneth + Others put menfes for menftruay 
and give this fence. Like asthis people make no bones to ‘break their faith with 
God by fpiriteall fornication, mingling asit were their feed with ftrange gods and 
forraine people: fo fhallit come to them, which happencth to women worn with 
adutterics, (as Ezekiel fpeaketh ) that their monethly difeafes procured by inordi- 
nate iuf, fhall eatup and confume their bodies. For confirmation, they alledge 
( but not fo properly ) Jer. 2. 24. I willingly concur with thofe that by a moneth 
underftand « Jittle [hort time. How foonis amoneth run out ? And yet what ha- 
vock will an enemy make in amoneths {pace ? as we have had wofull experience in 

‘thefe late {tripping and killing times. Them and their portions fhall one moneth 
make an end of. Death heweth itsway thorow a wood of men, ina minute of 

{ time, from the mouth of a murdering-piece. The [word contemneth the rod, Ezek, 
a1.13. asif it fhould fay ; What doth this filly rod do here ? Let me come; He 
quickly make work among them. He dung the land with their carcafes, &c. with 
their portions, the lots of their inheritance. Wicked men alfo have their portions 
in this life, Pal. 17.14. they live in pleafureon the earth, and are wanton, fam. 
5-5. but their portion is no other, buta moneth may devour it: their pleafure no 
other but one drop of an evil confcience may damp and diffweeten it, But if 
God be thy portion, &c. 

Ferfe 8. Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the trumpet in Ramab, | Clangite, 
clamate, not with the inverfe trumpets of Furixs Fulvius, which founded a re- 
treat when they fhould have founded an alarme, But blow Je the cornet ; give no- 
tice to all the countrey,thar Hannibal eff ad portas, the enemy is at the very gates, 


fending a fummons, and founding fora furrender. The defolation of warre had . 


been denounced in the former vezfe ; here it is proclaimed, as it were by found of 
Trumpet: the Prophet acting the part of an herauld ; and, by arhetoricall bypoty- 
pofis, reprefenting the enemies approach, as if it were already under view : and not 
foretold, but acted before their eyes. Rhetorick, we fee here, is an art fanctified 
by Gods Spirit : and may lawfully be ufed in handling of Gods word. The Scrip- 
ture is full of itin every part: and happy is chat Minifter , that thereby can make 
himfelf matter of his hearers affe¢tions: as potent in his Divine Rhetorick as Peri- 
cles, or Cicero, werein their humane. Let him (by our Prophetsexample ) ftrive 
to make the things whereof he preacheth to the people, as reall before their eyes, as 
pollibly he can. The power of a miniftery confifteth much in this ;,to fet forth 
fin, Chrift, heaven, hell, in fuch lively colours, that the hearer (though unlearned) 
may be convinced of all, judged of all, and having the fecrets of bis heart made 
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1 Cor.14.24, manifeft, be may fall down on vis face, worfhip God and report , that God % in the 
: 28. yor of a I : Lo this is Preaching indeed. Foras every found is not Mofick,1 
chryfeftem. — neither is every Pulpit-difcourfe Preaching. Nihil frigidins eft dottore verbis 
Ezek.4.1. folummodo philofophante, Ge. Ezekieli muk lay fiege to Jerufalem, portraying it 
upon a tile, xc. So did Jeremy and other Prophets ufe fignes, and fimilitudes, Saint 
Pauls fpeech and Preaching was not indeed with enticing words of mans wifdom, (he 
did not fo paint the window as to keep out the light ) but yet iz demonftration of the 
Spirit, and of power,clofe to the con{cience. , s 

Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah } that is în the bounds of the Kingdom of Jedah, 
Gibeah of Benjamin, Gibeah of Sanh f 

And the trumpet in Ramah | Samuels country, afterward called Arimathea, 
Jofephs country : this is faid to be in the borders of Ifrael. Strong garrifons 
they were both ; and places of great refort : they are now alarmed, and bidden to 
prepare for the approach of the Affyrian. ; ates 

Cry aloud at Bethaven | Or Bethel, as Chap.4.1t.a city ( as it zs faid of Athens, 
Acts 17.16.) wholly given to idolatry : and therefore more ftupid and ftubborn 
then the reft. Here therefore the Prophet cries louder then ordinary ,clafficum canit, 
ficclamat ut flentora vincere poffit he íets up his note that he may the fooner awaken 
them, and caufe them to apprehend their danger, as prefent and reall, Bethaven 
was the great place of fuperftition, and now Rome is the net of Antichrift, the 
habitations of devils, and the holdof every foul {pirit, a cage of every unclean and 
hatefull bird : therefore the Angel cricth mightily with a trong voice, faying, Babys 
lon ss fallen, 2 fallen, certo, citos penitus, furely , faddenly,utterly. Rev.18.2. 

After thee ô Benjamin | who att at the back of Sethaven,andfareft the worfe for 
her neighbourhood : like as Hamath did for Damufcus Zech.g.z. See the Note 
there. Some underftand Hoftis adeft, the enemy is at thy heeles ; make away , or 
ftand upon thy guard: for thouart like to be put to't. And this concife kind of 
warning here given implies a minde moved and difturb’d,either with fear or anger. 

Verfe 9. Ephraim fall be defolate in the day of rebuke ] Correptionts, vel Correttin 
onis, #t Pagminus : when thou with rebukes doft correct man for iniquity, &c. 
Pfal.39.11. God hath a day for fuch fharp rebukes, o: chidings by way of con- 
viction,or Argumcnt (as the word fignifieth ) wherein he will be fure to carry it, 
with a great deal of found reafon and evident demonftration : fo that Ephraim {hall 

nw. have nothing to fay,why he fhould not be defolated;yea fo defolated as to make the 
Vaftriita m beholders amazed thereat, as thegicbrew word importeth God, will not now dally 
videntes obu- with E phraim,or deal favourably with him as heretofore : he will not fhake his rod 
pefea at him only, but waft it to the very ftumps : he fhall be utterly deftroyed from being 
a people: the day that now comes is a black day indeed, aday not of inftru&ion,but 
of deitruction , not of correction but of execution; a very doomefday, wherein 
God will bring them into the furnace, and there leave them Ezek, 23.20. And 
that none may think this fentence over fevere : or not fo fure but that it might be 
avoydedor vacated, fee what followeth in the text ; , 
among the tribes of Ifrael bave I made known that which fhal furely be ] ie. Ei- 
ther I have forewarned them fufficiently, but they would take no warning which is 
both a juft prefage and defert of their ruine : Or elfe thus: Iam now fully refolved 
upon their ruine, neither is there caufe that any man fhould deceive himfelf witha 
. vain hope, as if thefe evils that I foretell fhould not befall you. Experience the 
miftreffe of fools, fhall teach you, that the fentence I now pronounce is precife and 
peremptory, not conditionall as heretofore, but abfolute, and unchangeable : and 
this I hercaflure you of by this folemn conteftation, 
Ver{.10.T he Princes of Fudah were like them that remove the bound \A wickednef 
Deut, 19, 14. Condemned by the law and light both of Nature, and Scripture Der-t.27.17. The 
Prov.22,28, Princes are mentioned, becaufe corruption in a peop'e ( as putrefaCtion ina fifh ) 
begins at the head. Now the land-mark or limit is removed many wayes. As firlt 
Religtone, in Religion: when the true is changed into that which is falfe, as was 
Taruon. here in Queen Maries dayes againft her promife, to the Suffoik men. Secondly, 
in Regione, jn the civil State: when one man violently invadeth the night of ang- 
ther ( as Ahab did Naboths vineyard ) and no man muft queftion them becaufe itis 
Janenal. facinus majoris Abolle the fact of a great one. Thirdly , Za officio, in a mans office 
or 
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or particular ftation, when he keeps not within his circle, but take liberty to tran} 


grefie, prefcribing new worfhipsas 2 King, 16.10,11. 2 Coro, 28.23. taking upon 
them to teach Minifters what to teach them, as Mic. 2.6.0r themfelves invading the 
Miniferiall ofice uncalled thereunto as did Jeroboam 1 K ing 13.4. and C'axiah 
2 Chron.26.16. to their coft. This (faith an Interpreter ) is Grandss culpa, et atrox 
crimen, afoul faalt, a crimfon crime. Let our Lay-preachers and Levellers look to 
it, unleffe they coveta curfe. Dext,27.17. He that breaketh an bed ge, aferpent fhall 
bite him. Fourthly, /x negotio, in bufineffes and tranfactions, in contra@s and cove- 
nants he removeth bounds, who cozeneth and circumventeth another in any mat- 
ter 1 Thef.4.6. Thefe muft remember that God isthe avenger of all fuch : and that 
it isa fearfull thing to fall into the punifhing hands of the living God. The Papifts 
fall foul upon us as Innovatours, and removers of the ancient bounds: becaufe we 
reject their Ecclefiaftical traditions and unwritten verities ( as th ey call them ) com- 
mended unto us by the Ancients, and embraced by whole nations for many 
| ages. To whom we anfwer,that Multitude and Antiqui! J are but ciphers in Divinity : 
they muft ( at lcaft ) have no more authoritie, then what they can maintain. Ler 
ı them boaft, with the Gibeoxites, of their cld {hoocs, mouldy bread,&c. we hold us 


_ to the Scriptures, for our limits and land-markes unmoveableand immutable. And 


when they fhall ask us as they oft do, where was your Religon before Luther ? we 
anfwer as onc once did, fx the Bible, where Jours never Was. Erafmus met with an 
adverfary fo filly as to charge him for a remover of the ancient bounds, becaufe he 
hadanew Tranflated the New Teftamenc: a work of fingular ufe to the Church of 
Chrift, in thofe dark times. 

therefore Iwill pour out my wrath upon them like water) which {hall overflow 
the bankes to overwhelm thofe that remove the bounds. Yea God will pour it up- 
on them by whole pailefuls, or [pouts (as they call them ) at fea. Orif bat by vials 
(as Rev.16.1, whichare veffels ofnarrow mouthes and pour out flowl:, howbeir) 
they drench deeply, and diftill effectually the wrath of God,which wretched finners, 
fhall never be able to avoid or abide. Oh when God fhall fet himfelf to fer open the 
cataratts of his wrath as onceat Noahs flood, and to come againft a finner witha 
deluge of deftruction to pour out his indignation upon him, as water haftily heavily, 
irrefiftibly, what willhe do, and where will he finde refuge °° This made David 
pray fo hard. Lee not the waterfloods overflow me : nor- the deep wallow me up, 
Pfal.69.15. Itssthe priv ledge of every godly perfon, that in the foods of great 
waters, they fhail not come nigh to him, P/s/.32.6. Or if they come up to 


his neck, yet they fhall not take away his breath : for his head is ever above water. _ 


Wathe he may be (as Pas was inthe fhipwrack ) drowned he cannot be. Sink 
he may feem to do once and again to the bottom : but he fhall up again with 
Jonas, if unt of the deep, he calluponthe Lord, who will fechim ona rock that is, 
higher then he. 

Verfe 11. Ephraim is oppreffed and broken in judgement || Calumuiam paffus eft 
Ephraim fo the vulgar hath it : Ephraim was falfe accufed and flandered : he fuffered 
much by Sycophants, who depraved his good a@ions, drew him before the judge» 
ment-feats and there oppreffed him; as Jam.2.6.But the word here nfed fignifieth all 
manner of injuries and oppreffions, whether by vexatious fuits,by fraud or by force, 
virulent tongues or violent hands, wrangling or otherwife wronging aman, to his 
ccufhing and utter undoing many times : For a poor man in his houfe islikea fhaile 
inhis fhell: crufh that, and you kill him. Ephraim was crufbed in judgement by 
his countrymen, who would do him no right: but much more by the cruell Affy7i- 
ans, who foon after this carried him captive, and left him without all remedy of 
law, without hope of a better condition or place for a worfe. And what wonder 
though men fo fet againft him, when God was pouring out his wrath upon him as 
water è fith all creaturesare up in arms againft Gods rebels. If the caufe go againft 
aman though he have never fo much right on his fide ( for oft-times cedit viribus 
<quum,might overcomes right ) and he be broken in judgement, Let him fee whether 
things be right between God and himfclf: and if broken injudgement, let him be of 
a broken fpirit, and he hall be relieved 

becanfe he willing ly followed after the commandment ];He was too fequacious and 
obfequious to Jeroboam and his Princes, commanding him to worfhip the golden 
H calves. 
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calves. Quoniam volnit, juit,like a tame foc! ; or,at leat, as a fo olifh childe ( fo this 
Prophet calleth hım ) he was foon wonover, he came off with little ado. Jeroboam 
did but hold up his finger, and he had him ftraight : A mere farsellus carried aay 

ro thofe dumb idols even as he was led. 1 Cor.12.2. a Melchite, fuch a generation of 1 
Herctickes there were inthe Primitive Church ; fo called becaufe they followed 
the examples and decrees of the Emperours : refolving to be of the Kings Religion, 
whatfoever it were, right or wrong. The Reffians are fuch at this day. God ang 
their Emperour they fay know beft what’s truth or falfhood : and it is their part to 
obey, nottoenquire. Butall Chrifts fheep are rational ; and will try before they 
truft, look before they leap : the {pirituall man judgeth all things, yet he himfelf is 
judged by no man, 1 Cor.2,15. Shew hima clear text of Scripture for what you 
would perfwade him to, and convince him thereby that it isthe minde of God, 
and you may have what you will of him. But for thefe mffers of opinións tuch as 
are magiftri noftri Parifieafes, that obtrude their own plscets upon people, and re- 
quire to be beleeved upon their bare word withont further proof, he abhors them. 
And for the decrees of Princes and Rulers , if they croffe the Scriptures , be will 
take leave to difobey them, as the Apoftles did, és 4.19. asthe three children in 
Daniel did, and Daniel himfelf Chap.6. andas all the holy confeffours and Martyrs 
both ancient and modern did. The Bifhop of Norwich asked Roger Coo Martyr 
whether he would not obey the Kings Lawes ? he anfwered yes, as far as they agree 
with the Law of God, I will obey them. Then faid she Bifhop, whether they 
agree with the word or not, we are bound to obey them, if the King were 
an infidel. Coo anfwered, If Shadrach Afefoachand Abednegohad done fo, Nabe- 
chadnezzar had never confeft the living God. ‘rue it is that Magiftrates muk 
be obeyed : thole that are good muft be obeyed as God, thole that are bad, fir God : 
but then it muft be in cits in things lawfull, and warrantable by the word: and 
herein we muft not frame excufe. The bleffed Virgin, though unweildy, went four 
dayes journey ( fo far it was from Nazareth to Bethlehem ) toobey Anguftus his 
decrec,the charge was not fo peremptory but the obedience was as exemplary ho- 
o keepeth the commandment, fe. of the King all know xo evil thing, Ecclef. 8.4.5. 
And whereas fome might reply, why then, let’s do all the King bids us without 
{cifcitation, without further delay or enquiry : Suéomon anfwers inthe next words, 
And a wife mans heart difcerncth both time and judgement, that is, he knowes both 
when and how,and how far forth fitly and lawfully the commands of a King may be 
difpatched; and no further will hz go,then he can with a good confcience, The Pope 
writing to Beraard, requiring him to do that which was unlawful!, Bernard writes 

back again this an{wer and it was taken 3, Las,achilde, do not obey, and f obey ins 
difobcying. A»tigona in Sophocles faith well, Mages obremperaitdsm cit Dijs, &e, 
We fhould rather obey God with whom we mutt live ever, then men with whom 
we have but a while to fojourn. Lo blind nature faw fo much,Sce the Note on Aéh4, 
19. It may not be forgotten or flipt over, that the word here rendred the Com- 
mandment fignifies Command thou: Becanfe he williagiy walked after Command 
thon : he danced after Jeroboams pipe, faying to him as he did once to Satins Cafar, 
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[alfa (equi tam velle mihi quam poffe, neceffe cf 


Or as 7 sberius anfwered Juftin. (though upona better ground & end) Sz tv volseris, 
ego fum : Sit won vis, Ego non fum, I am onely thy clay,and thy wax, &c.Or laftly,as 
Luther at firk fabmitted to the Pope in thefe words ( though afte: wards, God gave 
him more courage in his caufe)I proftrate my felfat your Holinefle fect, with all that 
Tamandhave. Vivifica, occide, voca, revoca, approba, reproba; vocem tuam vocem 
Chrifti in te prefidentis et loquentis agnofcam : that is, Quicken me, kill me, call 
me, recallme, receive me, reje@ me: I fhall acknowledge your voice as the voice 
of Chrift himfelf ruling and {peaking in you. Jeroboan: is not once named here: 
nor the word ( Commandment ) {et down at large out of deteftation (iky ) both 
of it, and Him, becaule it was a wicked commandment: and H: no Fetter then an 
Ufurper. Foralthough he had it cleared to him, that Gods will was that he fheuld 
be King over the ten tribes, yet becaufe it was a will of Gods decree, and not of his 
Commund, as of a duty done by him, he goes among Divines for an tatruder and 
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` of the bag, Hag. 1.6, See the Note there. 
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ufurper in and for that fact ofhis. ’Tis obedience when we follow a Divine precepts 
but not ever, when we follow a divine inftin¢t: 

Verfe 12. Therefore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, J Their fin was the 
greater, becaufe they were fo willing to it, and fo eafily drawn to idolatry, as 
moft agreeable to their nature, and making much fortheir eafe : which was Fero- 
boams main argument. It may very well be, chat he threatned punifhment to thofe 
that difoheyed his commandement: but here they fhould have ftood out, and have 
bide the worft ; chufing affliction rather then fin; which becaufe ‘they did nor, 
therefore they fhould perifh by their own hand, and counfels: they fhall be moth- 
eaten, asa garment that breedeth the moth, and asa tree that breedeth the worm 
that wafteth it. Not but that God had a fpeciall hand in their punifhment: and 
this not permiffive onely, but aétive too, I will be unto Ephraim, Gc. For is 
there evilina city, and he hath nat done it? The changes and periods of King- 
doms are of him, Pfal. 75. 6, 7. that men may know that the Heavens do rule, 
Dan. 4.26. fo are the alterations in mens bodies and eftates, as fob fetteth it forth, 
Chap. 4.19. and 13.28. and 27.18. Every one ( fay fome Chymicks ) hath his 
own balfam within him: his own bane ‘tis fure that he hath : hisclay-cottage is 
every day ready to drop on bis head. And for his Eftate, there are oft-times fecret 
iffues and drains of expence, at the which it runs out, as at an hole inthe borftom 
Howbeit Gods holy hand isin aH 
this; Z Will be unto Ephraim as a moth &c. that is, I will waft them fenfim, fine fen/x. 
Secretly, infenfively, flowly; but furely, and inevitably: This David after fob, 
acknowledgeth, P/a/ 39. 11. When thon with rebukes doft corrett man for iniqutty, 
thon makeft bis beauty to confume away like a moth, thou cafteft him into a corr#ptio 
totins {upftantia, as the Phyficians call the Hettick: fwrely every man i vanity. 
Selah: Yea heis altogerber vanity, yea and that in bis beft eftate, when he is beft 
wnderlaid, when fetled on his beft bottom, verfè 5. when he is gotten spon bis 


mount with David, and thinks to die in his neft with Job: when he counts upon 


much good laid upin ftore for many years, as that rich fool, that reckoned with- 


out his hoft, as we fay. Tinea damnum facit. © fonitum non facit, faith Gregory. 


The moth maketh no noife, but doth a great deal of hurt among clothes. The worm 


here, rendred rotceaneffe, is minntiffimns vermiculus, faith Luther here, a very 


fall creature, but doth no fmall mifchief: for it eats out the heart of the ftrong- 


eft wood, yea of the ftrongeft oaken planks at Sea. Sec here what a poor crea- 


ture is man, yea a whole kingdom, when as a moth and a little worm may confume 
them: when they may be crufhed before the moth, as Zeb fpeaks, Chap. 4. 19, 
he faith not, before the Lion, but before the moth, Learn alfo to take heed of fin, 


1 yea of fecret fins, 2 King. 17, 9. left we be fecretly watted, our graces caft intoa 
confumption , our comfortables wiped away, our confciences wearied with fecret 


buffets, as being fmitten with therod of Gods mouth, Efay 11.4. our eftates mel- 
ted asthe fat of lambs before the fire, and our Jand infenfibly wa(ted, and by de- 
grees defolated ; as Ephraim and Judah were, asthe Greek Empire was, and asic 
began to be here with us, in Queen Maries raigne, which was never profperous af- 
ter that fhe had abolifhed the Gofpel : for befide forraigne loffes, of Calice, &c. 
extreme dearths raged, much hurt was done by thunder from heaven, and by fire 
in the royal! Navie, and all things went to worfe, till so Elifabeth came in, 
a repairer of the breach, u reftorer of paths to dwell in, Elay 53. 12. according to 
that glorious Epitaph, caufed by King /ames to be infcribed upon her Princely Mo- 
nument by him erected. l l 

Verfe 13. Whew Ephraim faw bis fickneffe, | i. e. Felt himfelf moth-eaten, 
hard-driven, and ata very great under, as thofe muft needs bee whom God fet. 
teth againft. 

and Indah bis wound, | Heb. his skeer, that needeth crufhing to get out the filth, 


Ter. 30.13. Obad.7. Ephraim was fick, ( God had made him fick in fmiting of 


him, Mich. 6. 13.) and Judab was fore, yea ulcerated, impoftumated, and they 
were both fenfible of it : but no otherwife then bruit beafts, which when they are 
{mitten or fick, feel ir, and howl out, but have not the reafon to think whence the 
pain comes, what may be the caufe, and cure of it. Ephraim and Indah make out 
indeed for help, but they run to wrong remedies, and refuges: they turn not so him 
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that {more them, neither do they feek the Lord of Holts: therefore is not his anger 
turned away, but his hand is f{tretched out fill, E/ay 9. 12, 13. IF God be angry, 
no other helps can relieve us ; no creature comfort us ; no combination with Kin 
darch fecure us. In a Mine, if adampcome, it isin vain Co truft to your lights ;, 
they will burn blew and dim, and at laft vanifh ; you muft make haft to be drawn 
upward, if you willbe fafe. So muft men make to God ; fleeing from his anger to 
his grace. blood-letting ts a cure of bleeding, and a burn a cure againft a burn; andı 
the running to God is the way to efcape him ; asto clofe and get in with him that 
would ftrike you, doth avoid the blow. Ina tempeft at Sea, itis very dangerous to 
ftrike to the fhoar: the fafeft way is to have Sea-room, and to keep in? the Main 
till, &c. Larch cannot be a Defender (according to the import of his name) if God 
come againft a people or perfon. Braffe and Iron can fence a man againft a’ bul-, 
Efay 30.33. Jer or a fword; but if he were to be caft intoa furnace of fire, it would help to 
Ð Rainolds, torment bim; if into a pitof water to fink him. Now our God isa coafuming fire, 
pm Bepo aa and his breath a ftream of brimftone, &c. asa Reverend man maketh the com- 
1642. aes parifon. 


Then went Ephraim to the Affyrian, and Judab fent to king Iareb, | Or, tothe 


kiug of Iareb, or tothe king that onld plead, and revenge his caufe and quarrel. 


Ad Regem propxgnaturum , faith Iunins. Help O king, faid fhe in the holy hifto-_ 


rie. Kings fhould be. Helpers, Propugnatowrs , Proteétours. Sanctuaries of fafety 

to the oppreffed, whether Subjects or Neighbours: fuch as the late king of Sweden 

was to the oppreffed Princes of Germany : And before him, Queen Elsjaberh to the 

Low-countrey-men ; whofe protection when fhe undertook, the king of Sweder 
Eamd, that then was faid, that fhe had taken the crown off her own head, and fer it upon 
l the head of Fortune. But what a madneffe wasitin Ephraim and Jadab to callin 
the Affyrian to their help, as they did, 2 King. 16.7. 2 Chron. 28.10, 21. but 
efpecially 2 King. 15.19, 20, & 17.3. This was to invite the enemy inco their 
kingdome, and to thew gold-thirfty Babe/, where fhe might have her full draught. 
Thus Judea was (after the return from Babylon) loft again to the Rewsans, by their 
calling Pompey to decide the controverfie betwixt the difagreeing brethren. And 
fuch an ungain courfe was attempted by fohn King of England, when, being overs 
laid in his Barons warres, he fent to the Monarch of Morocco for aid, offering to 
hold his kingdome of him, and to receive the law of Mahomet ; but he wasre- 


Heyl. Geog. 


je@ed with fcorne. Afterwards, he paffed away his kingdome to the Pope. in hope ` 


of help; but had fo little joy of it, that he was heard to complain, Poftquam me nc 
mea regna ( proh dolor, ) Rom. f{ubjeci Ecclefia, nalia mihi profpera, jed omnia cona 
traria advenerunt , I never profpered fince [ fubjected my felf and my Kingdomes 
to the Sea of Rome. No more did the Greek Churches, as above hath been men- 
tioned. By iniquity, faith Solomon, feall no man be eftablifbed, Prov. 12.3. Shali 
they efcape by iniquity ? faith David: What? no better means and wayes to help 
themfelves by? J» thine anger caff down fucha pecple, O God. lt isnotmore a 
prayer then a prophecy: and it was fulfilled upon this people. 
"avak? ab Yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound. | Kings have their 
an@ medele., names in Greek from healing: they fhould be Phyficians , and binders up of 
wounds, as E/ay 3. 7. (fee Corn. 4 Lapide on that Text ) But King Jareb proved 
a Phyfician of no value: inftead of healing the wound, he made it wider ; inftead 
2 Chro.28.20 Of helping King Ahaz, he diftreffed him, faith the Text. The creature was never 
“true to thofe that trufted toit. Such are fure to be fruftrated, Fer, 14. 3. fubjeced 
to Gods wrath, Pfal. 78. 22. curfed with a curfe, Jer. 17. 5,6. pointed at as for- 
lorn fools, P/ad. 52.7. ; 

Verfe 14. For 1 will be unto Ephraim as a lion, ] I, that is, my Affyrian, the 
vod of my wrath: will be asa lion, or leopard, a creature fwift and fierce above 
meafure. The Vulgar rendreth it, « lioneffe, which, faith eÆ Zian, is robuftiffimum 

lian de C bellicofiffimum animal, a moft {trong and {tout creature: Hence Semirznss plori- 
ae ed much, when in hunting fhe had taken not a dion, but a lioneffe. . What is Rron- 
wee" ger then a dion, faid chofe Philiftims to Sampfon, Judg. 14. 14. See 2 Sum 1, 23. 
Prov. 30.29. The Lion ( burefpecially the young Lion, that is in his hot blood ) 

fears no other creature, fallsupon his prey with great fury, and teareth it ; carricth 

it away when hehathdone in his mouth, or devours itin the place, and wei 

refcue, 
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, refcuc. If purfired, healtereth not his gate though he die for it. Some fay that he 
is frighted at the crowing of a cock,or the creaking of wheeles. Bur the Lion of the 
tribe of Jadah cannot be terrified by any thing or turned out of his track. And Ne- 
buchadnezzar his fervant is oft compared toa Lion, Efa.5.29.Jer.41.7. Dan.7.4. as 
being fet awork by God to revenge the quarrell of his Covenant, upon a perverfe 
and perfidious Nation. Hence that oft-repctition here of the pronouneI. 

Tevez I will tear and go away | Tear the very kell of their heart in fander, tear 
them by the teeth of my terrible {word, which fhall devour flefh and drink blood 3 
yeabe drenched and drunk in the gall of thefe ungodly wretches. They have no 
way ta help themfelves better then to fall down flat before this Lion, to fend their 
hearts and not their garments, to break off their fins by repentance, and to be abrupt 
inthe work, left he tear them to pieces, and there be none to deliver them. If thisbe 

‘not timely and truely done, God will go on in his wrath : and of a mothand little 
worm become a ramping and a roaring Lion. The little cloud thongh ar firft bur as 
an handbredth,will foon overfpread the whole heaven : yea as one cloud followeth 
thick upon another, fo will one judgement upon another, if the Sunof Repentance 
do not interpofe and difperfe them. Light afflictions not improved to this purpofe, 

ı willbe but asa drop of wrath forerunning the great ftorm : as a crack forerunning 
the ruine of the whole building. That isa known text, If youwill not yet for all 
this hearken unto me then I will punifo Jou fever times more and {even times more and 
feven tothat, Levit. 26. 18,28. Three feverall times Ged raifeth his note, and he 
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raifethit by fevens ; and thofe are difcords in Mufick. Such fayings will be heavy 


fongs, and their execution heavy pangs to the wicked. 


Verfe 15. Lwill go and return to my place |To my palace of Heaven: fo the Chaldee 


rendereth it, I will withdraw my Majeftie, and return into the habitation of my 
holineffe, which isin heaven. I will go from them that they may come to them- 
felves, with the Prodigal: I will forget them that they may remember themfelves : 
Twilltrouble my felf no farther with them ( when God comes againft finners he is 
faid to come out of his place, and fo to difeafe himfelf Efay 26.21. with Lam.3.35-) 
that they may be af flitted and weep and mourn after me Jam.4.9. Twill take my reft, 
and I will confider in my dwelling place, as E/ay 18.4. 1 will hide my face from 
them, I will fee what their end foall be : for they area very froward generation, Gc, 
Deut.32.20. and they fhall fee that F will be as froward as they, for the hearts of 
them, P/.18.26./ will gather them in mine anger and in my fury and | will leave them 
there, Exek.22.20, that they may know the worth of my gracious prefence,( which 
they have not prized ) by the want of it : and be pricked on thereby to pray, Return 

O Lord : how leng ? aud irt it repent thee concerning thy fervants. O fatisfie us early 

With thy mercy, Gc. Pjal.go.13,14. Vhus mothers ufe to leave their children (orat 

leaft turti their backs vpen them ) till they mournand make moane after them. Thus 

the Lion feems to leave her yong ones, till they have almoft killed themfelves with 

roaring and howling : but at laft gaip fhe relieves them, whereby they become the 

more couragi- ns.God alfo w ill return to his people,when they once turn fhort again 

upon themfelves, and fee their fin-guiltincffe, and feek his favour. This is Gods end 

1 Cor.11.3%. and the happy effect of affliction fan@tifted, 1 King.8.47. 

Till they acknowledge their offence | Heb. Till they become guiltie : vill they plead 
guiltie, and carry themfelves accordingly, blufhing and bleeding in my prefence. 
Thus Saint James, Be afflitted, or be miferable, Chap.4.9. ye are fo ; but fee your 
felves to be'fo : trembicand humble at Gods feet for mercy : give glory to God my 
Son, and confeffe thy fin, Jof.7-19. The viper beaten caftsup her poifon. The 
traycour on the rack confefleth all. He that in affli@ion acknowledgeth not his of- 

ence, and leeketh Gods face, is more hard-hearted thena Jew , as is tobe feen 
here and P/a/.78.34. and 1 Sam.7.6. Inthe year of Grace 1556. at Weiffenffan in 
Germany,a Jew for theft was in this cruell manner to be executed. He was hang’d by 
the feet with his head downward,betwixt two dogs,which conttantly fhatcht & bit 
at him.The ftrangenes of the torment moved Jacob Andreas a grave Divine,togo to 
behold it.Coming thither he found the poor wretch as he hung, repeating verfes out 
of the Hebrewes P/a/m:, wherein he cried out to God for mercy. Andreas hereupon 
took occafion to counfell him to truft in Jefas Chrift, the true Saviour of mankind. 
The Jew embracing the Chriftian faith, eequctied but this one thing, that he mien 
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nel -an 
be taken down and baptized ‚though prefently after he were hanged again ( but by 


the neck as Chriftian malefa@tours fuffered ) which was accordingly granted him. Lz- 
timer reports a like ftory of onc in his time,who being executed at Oxford, was cut 
down but not quite dead. And means being uled to recover him, he came again to 
himfelf, and then confeffed all is villany, which before he would not be drawn ta 
do. In the life of Mafter Perkizs alfo mention is made of a lufty fellow at Cam- 
bridge, who being upon the ladder and afftighted with the forethought of hell-tor- 
ments, was called down again by Malter Perkins, who prayed wich him and for 
him fo effectually, as that the beholders could not but fee a bleffed cbange thereby 
wrought in the prifoner ; who took his death with fach patience and alacritic, as if 
e actually faw himfelf delivered from the hell which he feared before, and heaven 
opened for the receiving of his foul co the great’ rejoycing of the beholders. How 
well might thefe men fay with ThemifPocles Peritflem nifi periiffem. I had been une, 
done, if I bad not been undone. David was brought home by the weeping-croffe, 
Pfal.i19.67. AMi&ion was a better Schoolmafter to Queen Elizabeth then Mafter ı 
Afcham ; Nocumenta documenta, faid Crafus, when he wasin the hands of his enc- 
mies. The Burgundians well beaten by the Hunnes, fled to Chrif the God of the 
Chriftians,and embraced his Religion. 
and feck, my face | Out of adeep fenfe of their fin-guiltineffe. This is the work 
of Faith, as the former of Repentance. God was not fo gone from his péople, nor 
fo far out of their call : but that if they could find a praying hearr, he would finda 
pittying heart : if they would acknowledge their offence ; he would forgive the ini- 
quity of their fin, P/a/,32.5. If they would fet their Faith a work ( as fhe inthe 
Gofpel did, of whom it is faid, that when Chrift would have hid him(elf, 
it could not be : for a certain woman Whofe daughter was difeafed, came and felt 
at his fect, fetcht him out of his tetiring-room Mark 7.24.25.) he would 
break the heavens and come down from his place //ai. 64. 1,2. he would 
come leaping over all lets and impediments, thofe mountains of Bether or of di- 
vifion, to the relief of his people (See this fet forth Caze. 5- withthe Notes there, ) 
Provided that they feek not fo much their own eafe and ends as his face and 
favour , the fenfe of his prefence and light of his countenance, the fear of his 
name, and comforts of his fpirit. Thus David Pfal. 63.1. O God thou art m 
God, early willl feek thee: my foul thirfteth for thee in a dry and barren Land, 
Carnall prayers in time of mifery are but {uch as the dry earth, or the hungry raven, 
make. They are the prayers of nature for eafe, not of the fpirit for grace: fuch as, 
was that of Pharaoh, when the rack made him roar,the rod flatter. See Z2ch.7.5,6. 
with the Notes. 
In their affliflion they will feek. me early | Manicabunt. They will morning me, 
{o the Orginall hath ir. They will do it, faith God, for I will ive them to doit; 
both to will it,and to work it : for otherwife afflictions (Gods hammers ) do but 
beat cold iron : wicked men grow worfe for corrections, as water is more cold, 
after a heat, as naughty boyes are more ftubborn or more ftupid after a whipping. 
Thele alfo may cry to God, as prifoners at the bar, or malefactours upon the rack : 
yea feck him carly, after a fort, and yet not finde him Pvov.1.27. no thongh they 
Jeck kim with their herds and flocks, Hof-5.6. becanfe they feck him not early, and 
earneftly, or diligently as Prov,7.15. inflamedly as Baruch Nehe.3.20. and Jabez 
1 Chro.4. 10. accurately and angionfly,as the Church fought her beloved Cant.§ ,1.as 
the Virgin Mary fought her loft Son. Luke a. they feek him,not for himfelf, bue for 
his corn wine and oil Hof-7.14. they feek not him but his ; they feek him nor till 
they have nothing elfe to feck to, Moft juftly therefore may Ged reject their fuits 
and regelt upon them, Depart from me Je Wicked,Get ye tothe gods whom ye have chon 
fen,&c.Juftly may he fay to them as once Jephta did to his country mea. Do ye now 
come to me in your diftreffc, who in your profperity faid unto me, Depart from us, 
we will none of the knowledge of thy wayes ? Thofe that will finde God mutt 
feck him early. O fatisfie us early with thy mercies, Pfal. 90.14, They muft feck 
him early and late too Efay 26.0. alwayes and by all means as the Apoftle fpeaketh in 
another cafe ; bur efpecially in afli@ion,as here ; for he lookes for it. Our Saviour 
being in an agony prayed more inten ively ; fo did David out of the deep, Jonah 
out of the whales belly, the Church when fhe was in danger, as the thought of 
lofing, 


Cuar.6, the Prophecie of Hofea, i 


lofing God, then fhe fet ap her note andcryed, Thos art pat in the midft of us, 
leave ns not Extingst lucem nec patiare tuam. Thus afliGion exciteth devotion in the 
Saints : and although they feck the Lord and his Strength, feek his face evermore, yet 
efpecially , /» their diftreffe they cryed unto the Lord , and he heareth them, 
P/al.120.1. in the night of affliction they take the light of a lively faith, and feek 


. him early. And that they may not fail to finde him, they call in help of others, as 


\ 


here inthe next chapter. Come and let us return, &e. 


CHAP. VI 


Verfe i. C and fet us return unto the Lord, Gc. So {weetly was Gods ex- 

pectation anfwered : as like wife it was in David Pfal.27.8. No fooner 
could God fay, Seek ye my face, but his holy heart anfwered (asit were by an 
eccho ) Fwy face Lord will I feek. Look what God aimeth at in his adminiftration 
to his elect he will have it: He will have out the price of his Sons blood, who gave 
himfelf for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, Gc. and that he might give 
repentance to Ifrael, and forgiveneffe of fins, A 5.31. See the proof and prattice 
hereof inthefe Jewith converts. Come and let us return to the Lord, Gc. See 
how in thofe dayes and at that time che children of Ifrael fhall come, they and 
the children of Judah together, going and weeping they foall go and feek the Lord 
their God. They foalt ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, faying, Come 
and let us joyn our [elves tothe Lord ina perpetual Cqvenant, that fhall not be forgot- 
ten. Jxdab and Ifrael could not agree at other times : but when they are ina weep- 
ing condition, then they could, when they paffed through the valley of Bara, and 
made it a Bochim with their penitent tears, even they could go from ftrength to 
ftrength, or from company to company (one company coming this way,and another 
that )and not reft untill every one of them in Zion appeareth before God, This was 
fulfilled, partly whey the Lord turned again, the captivity of Zion out of Babylon, 
and thofe that had fown in tears reaped in joy : thofe that went forth weeping and 
bearing precious feed came again with rejoycing and brought their fheaves with 
them, P/a/. 126.5 ,6. confer Jer. 29,13. partly, under their captivity and oppreffion 
by the Romanes , which was when Chrift came and by his Apoftles converted 
thoufands to the faith, fo that multitudes of them were daily added to the Church, 
Ads 2.and3. And laftly at chat long looked for calling of the Jewes ; when they 
{hall flieto Chrif crucified as the doves unto their windows ; when they fhal! bring 
their brethren as an offering to the Lord upon horfes, in charets » and in litters : that is, 
though fick, weakly and unfit for travell,yet rather ix Zitters, then notatall ; every 
one exciting other, and{aying, Come and let ns return unte the Lord, &c. Return 
unto him, from whom we children of Ifrael have deeply revolted. Letus not pine away 


- in cwr tranfgreffions, aa thofe Ezek,3 3.10. for yet there is hope in Ifae? concern- 


> 
from following the Lore : tor this were to adde rebellion to fin, 1 Sam.12.20. this 
were worfe thenall che reft, 

Come let us return unto the Lord | By our fins we have run from him: by repen- 
tance letus return unto him. Sce for this the Note on Zach.1.2. If the wicked have 
their Come,Prov.1.11. Efay 56. uit. Should not the Saints have theirs ? as Efay 2.3. 
Zech.1 3.2%, See the Note. Should not Axdrew call Philipand Philip Nathancel, as 
one linke in a chain doth another, &c: True grace is communicative, charity is no 
burle; the Saints like not to go to heaven alone. . 

` For he bath tora] Rapuit not cepit, as the vulgar, by a foul miftake of capio 
for rapio in the Hebrew Lexicons. Here thefe converts confeffe that their affli@ion 
neither came forth of the duft, Job 5.6-nor without their defert : they acknowledge 
God tobe the Lion that tore them, Chap.5.14. and not without canfe : for that they 
had wickedly departed from him. This is is one property of true repentance, fiil 
to juftifie God, and to fay as Mauritius the Emperonr did ( after David ) when he 
faw his wife and children flain by the traytour Phocas, &c. Righteous art thon, O 
Lord in all thy wayes, and juft in all thy proceedings. Another property of ic is, to 
bring a man to God with fome affurance of healing. 


ing this thing, Ezra 10,2. we have done all this wickedneffe ; Jet let us not turn afide 
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He will heal us, "| For he is Tehovah the Phyfician, Exod ; 
® potenti medico nullus infanabilis occurrit AEA faith Ifar To Ey hee 
y 


Phyfician, no difeafe can be uncurable. Ephraim went ; 
of his difeafe ; but he could not heal him, Chap. 5. Ha pare as pene fen 
Here he is compared both to a Phyfician, he Will beal; and toa Sur so he will 
binde up. That which the Poets fable concerning Telephies his Spear = he aid 
y Initium peni- verified: Una cademque manus vnlnus opemque ferat. The fame hol hand. EA 
m f tare us,muft cure us: and the found perfwafion of his readineffe to do a fort a 
enjus clemen- fooneft of any thing bring us into his prefence. Xud i Pp 
tie Dei. defoai asp ce. Ixdas confeffeth his wound, and 
efpairech of the cure. But Peter is conftrained by the love of Chrif to weep bi 
terly, and beleeve. A ftroak from guilt broak Isda his heart into def en a 
look from Chrift brake Peters heart into tears. There is no fenton of Ifi ai 
lamenting after the Lord, while he was gone: but when he was returned. a dice 
led in Ksriath-jearim, then they poured forth water, &c. 1 Sans 7. ther, rhe ie 
ther about him, and will do any thing that he comimandeth them E ót üs N ga 
with a crue heart, in full affurance of faith, Heb. 11.22. Senet 


Deijcit nt relevet: premit ut folatia prefer 
. . > 
Enecat, ut poffit vivificare, Deus. 


Jer.18.12. Verfe 2. After two dayes Will he revive ns, |; Whereas fome k 
ENA called upon t0 Come and return unto the Lord, an fay with fea ee 
al.88.5. for there ss no hope, God hath mortally wounded us, fo that we are already in the 
jawes of death, free among the dead, as the Pfalmift hath it, free of that ee a : 
The better fort of them, fulleft of faith, anfwer: Dead though we be ret God 
will revive us : and long though it feem, yer after two dayes, or fuch RS fa 
bes a very fhort fpace, fo foon as ever it fhall be convenient, and for our greateft good 
1eb.10,37, is ee ae to ou on ae will come, and will not tarry. And for the cer- 
ainty of it, as fure as the thir i : 
ne nue ay aaa day followeth the fecond, fo fure fhall deliverance 
{n the third day he will raife us up, J] He will, he will, never d i 
Bond of God! O thecertainty ofthe promifes ! See the Woe ae sar an 
E & r 25. Hagg. 2.7. Habak, 2,3. Heb.10.37. and have patience, Gods 
ss hap eas ong, becaufelwe are fhort: Nec quia dura, fed quia molles patimur. 
‘eek e fhould draw forth hope as a line: and think we hear Chrift faying ashe didt 
Jet W367 Peter, What I do thou knoweft not now, but thon fhalt know hereafter F ea 
Sciemus Sella J erfe 3. Then foall we kyo, |] Heb. And we foall know, we Shall follow on 
Hie pk: R nee 7 EE se pokemons ey pir Lord, if weturnunto him: wee 
all tz e Lord is good. We fhali not onely be raiied o 
Plaloats, of death, thatis, of deep afflictions, ( wherein we Jay as eae epee Ta eh 
Plal,.68.13. 7 his fight, that is, comfortably ; but we thal! know him, which is life eternal] : 
yea we fhall profecute knowledge, follow on to know, as unfatisfiable. and not con- 
tent with any meafures already required: yea we fhall proceed therein and m a 
progreffe, as the morning light doth to the perfett day. Vhofe thee turn fro hei 
iniquities fhall underftand Gods truth, Dax. 9. 13. fhall be of his Couneel Plal. 
25+14, fhall have the minde of Chrift, 1 Cor.2. 16. the wifdom of God ina ue 
ue verfe 7. fuch as the great Rabbies of the world can no more underftand then 
e Philiftins could Sampfons riddle, verfe. 8. yea thefe pure in heart fali fee God 
atth. 5.8. fee him and live, fee him fand eat and drink being much aihcared id 
refrefhed, as thofeNobles of Ifrael, Exod. 24. 10,1 i Provided that bein A 
lea i bate sa of the aad gift, they be not /lochfvll. be pew 
ence, Heb. 6. 4, 1 £, 12. inthe ufe of means to g cnowledze, ti 
they all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge z B 
perfett man, unto the meafure of the feature of the falneffe of Chrift Ephef, 4.03 
or, (as A words may beread ) of that age whercin Chrift filleth allin ald, Ephel. 
3 A 1 5 r to be able to comprehend with all Saints the feverall dimenfions, arid to 
ns the nee of Chrift, which paffeth knowledge, Lo, this is indeed to follow on 
3 3 ak e Lord: when we are ĝtill adding to our vertue knowledge till (with 
om 15.14. Thole famous Romans ) webe full of goodnelfe, filled brim-full with all knowledge, 
able 


able alfoto admonifh one another, faying, Come, and let us returne to the Lord, $c. 
Come je, and let ws walk in the light of the Lord, Efay 3.5. walk in that light we 
have, and we fhall have more: for ro him that hath; fc. for ufe and practife, pall be 
given, Mar. 4. 25- He that firft begs, and then digs for knowledge, fearching for 
her as for hid creafure, Prov. 2.3,4. He fhall be fure of fome daily comings in 
from Chrift: he fhall underftand the fear of the Lord, and finde the knowledge of 
God, verfe 5- Chrift will fay unto him, as once he did to Nathancel, Thos fhalt 
fee greater things then thefe, John 1. 50, even great and mighty things, which thou 
knoweft nor, ler. 33. 3- 
His going forth is prepared as the morning, | Thatis, as fure as the morning fol- 
loweth the night, and fhineth more and more unto the perfect day ; fo fure fhall 
God appear for our comfort, and fhall difpell the night of our calamity. Adonrning Pfal.zo. 
Jafteth but till morning ; and as before the morning-light is the thickeft darkneffe, 
fo before deliverance our aftti&ions are ufually increafed upon us. God appeareth 
on the fudden and beyond expectation, (as out of a cloud, or as ont of anengine) & unyans 
and fhews himfelf then ufually, when things are at worft. Uencethat of Job, Poff 
tenebras fpcro lucem: and that of the Church in Micah, Though I fall, I hall Mich.7.8. 
arife: When I fit in darkneffe, the Lord foal be a light untome, Vatablus applieth 9... obi 
this Text to the comming of Chrift, that day-ftar from on high, that Sun of righ- Sus ame 
teoufneffe, to whom all the Prophets point Gods people, when they would comfort qua adrenn 
them indeed ; for he is the Confolarion of Ifrael, the Defire of all Nations, for Juo depellit te- 
whom their fouls waited more then they that watch forthe morning, wait for the nebras, 
morning, Pfal. 130.6. But becaufe Gods going forth is oppofed to his departure, 
when he retired to his place, Chap, 5.10. therefore his fetled going forth here, is 
by moftinterpreted of his manifeftations of his mercy to his poor prifoners of kope, 
thofe difconfolate captives, whom he not onely brought back from Babylon, but 
alfo fhined into fome of their hearts, by the light of the knowledge of the glory of 2 Cor.4.6. 
God in the face of lefus Chrifty ` l 
and he foall come unto as as the rain, } As the fhowres of bleffing, Ezek. 34.26. 
rain of liberalities, P/a/. 68.9. rain of righteoufnefle, Hof. 10.12. Cito exandi me 
Domine: complue me, faith Axftis upon thofe words of David, My foul thirfteth 
after thee, as a thirfty land. Hear me quickly, O Lord, rain righteoufneffe upon my 
dry foul, fill me with the fruits of thy Spirit ; whofe work it is to illuminate and 
fanctifie, as it isthe Fathers to heal, verfe 1. and the Sonsto revive, and raife us 
together with himfelf, the firft-fruits of them that fleep, verfe 2, 
as the latter and former rain unto the earth. 7] fe-in perfection. of gifts and 
g races, by degrees wrought in our hearts: Or, in feafonable and futable comforts, 
‘as rain in feed-time, fottening the ground : and a little before harveft, to plump 
and fill up the corn in the ear, warn 
Ver{é 4. O Ephraim, what foall I do nnto thee, oc?) See how foon the Pro- 
phet changeth his note. Hitherto he had fet forth their repentance, in fenfe of 
mercy : now all onthe fudden, he upbraideth and threatneth them for their incor- 
rigibleneffe, and inconftancy. Minifters muft turn themfelves, as it were, into alf 
| fhapes and fafhions, both of fpeech and fpirit, to win people to God. Aarons bels 
muft be wifely rung, faith One. Sometimes the Treble of Mercy founds well. At M, Neb, Rog: 
other times the Tenour of Judgement, or Counter-tenour of reproof founds bet- i 
ter: and it oft falls out that the Mean of Exhortation foundeth beft of all. Tr is 
his wifdom to obferve circumftances, and know how to curfe as well as bleffe, chide 
as well as comfort, and fpeak warreto a rebell, as well as peace to a friend. And 
herein indeed lieth the wifdom and faithfulneffe of a Teacher. Then, and onely 
then fhall he prove himfelf fincere, and unpartiall, when he holds this courfe. 
What foall I dounto unto thee ? It is, as if God fhould fay, I have done mine ut- 
moft, as Efay 5.5. Mich.5.3. and now am at a ftand, and can fcarce tell what 
to do more. See the like espoftulatory complaints, ler. 2.30, 31. & Chap. 5:3- 
Amos 4.6. Efay 26.10, Matth. 11.16,17, 18. & 23.37. I would, but thou 
wouldeft not. As the loving hen is alwayes caring for her chickens, and calling 
them about her, that fhe may gather and guard them from the mifchief of all ver- 
min : but they willneedsbe ftragling, and fo perifh. So if Gods people will not 


hearken to his voice, if Ifrael will none of him: what can he do leffe then give them 
ap 
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up to their own hearts lufts, P/ad. 81. 12. yea pive them u 
ther hardened to their juft deftru@ion, sing. That wh wall ale idie? A 
that God can do is, as here, to mourn for their obftinacy, and fool-hardi ff 
rejecting his grace, as he wept over Jerufalem, Luke 19. 42. We fhould alf Sde 
the like, crying out with E/ay, My leanneffe, my leanneffe and with yo do 
My bowels, my bowels! and with Paul, I have great heavineffe and contin fen 
row in my heart, for my perverfe Countrey-men. Peter calicth them repel 
generation: fuch crooked pieces that there was no working upon chen: we 
Carver can cut the fimilitude of any creature yetnot ona roth Gi 
Where lieth the faule ? furely in the crookedneffe of the flick, a 
verscunning: fo isit here. When men wreftle with God as 
aim om, = a Apone word fignifieth, Heb. 12, 2 5. take up th 
e tword of his Spirit, left it fhould prick them a 2 
the life-blood of their lufts, that they might one Giger k this 
sale Bae ee pity spy ppibere, and punifh them for their ftubbornneffe 
S cractour, as he isa ma i a 
eie A o ? Tell me not here, that God se Rie A oa 
an udah then he did ; and they might have faid in anfwer to Gods. welko here 
os char reper 2 aig ve Why? Lord if thou wilt thou canft fake i tee 
; > abfoluate power can i i h 
water, ftones to yeeld children Q Pi ere E AE Apa ies fee 
fave without means,&c. But tr is his altuaz! power that men muft look to ir: ch 
( maing tied che end and the means together ) cannot ; fay Divines ) pee he 
yi nor, bring men to the end, without their ufing thofe means which tend bto 
; i Fa for ear = os pia Se which he hath dectzed to ufeyand which be 
; eciall occa i teth in ti b 
man, and inthe feeding of the widow of Sarepts, Leanne E EROTA 
for your goodneffe is as fi ithe cloud, œe. ] This people hearing God fay, 
ou? mi ; ; why ` t 
rain down righteoufnelle upon L TAE y; ee bhi aa J dO, bur 


ntoward 
A cunning 
sed or rotten ftick \ 
nd not in the Car. 
Dent. 32. 5. thift 


owaid men, ..as nothing 
hath it, a meer flaunt, or flafh 
; Ft was alfoas the morning- 
In a word, they were butb falfe and 
n their incenftancy. Hence this pa- 

cre to have them, and therefore 
git with God, becaule not fied- 
unitasle as water, therefore they 
lling people in the day of Chrifts 
ta upon them, to fubdue their wils 
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Yael reperteth not, 1 Samasa AY Comes ftom weakneffe, The jtrength of 
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themíelves and ethers. This is the coherence, and the realon of the iilative particle 
Therefore. It is the fad complaint of alate Reverend writer,’ when we have {pent 
all our wind on vur people, their hearts will be ftill apt to be carricd away with every 
windof doétrine. They are wonne, faithanother, with an apple, and loft witha 
put: no man knows where to find them in one mind for a moneths fpace: fuch a 
generation of AZos1-calves never appeared inthe world before. Our giddy-hearers 
, Claitha third) afterall our painstaken with them, have no mould, but what the next 
, teacher cafteth them into; being blown like glaffes, into this ar that fhape at the 
pleafure of his breath. But to return to the Text. o 
Lhave hewed them by the Prophets | who are here compared to Malons or ftone- 
hewers, 2 King. 12.12. 1 Chron. 22,2. Job19.24. Efay 51-1. to Carpenters 
1 King. 5.15. Prov. gt. Efay 5.2. to. day-labourers who dig pits and cifternes 
Deut.6.11.and 8.9. 2 Chron.26.10.Neh,9.25. Jer.2.13. A minifters life is no idle- 
mans occupation; they mect with many rough ftones, knotty pieces, hard quarres, 
tough work. Some are {tones crumbling, all to crattle, as foon as we begin te ham- 
mer them ; and as timber falling to {plinters when we fall to hewing of them : and 
other fuch fons of Re/ia/ there are that aman cannot {peak to them: 1 Sam. 25. 17. 
they are thorns that cannot be taken with bands, byt the man that fhall touch them muft 
be fenced With iron, and with the flaffe of a {peare." Thefe fall be thruft away as thorns, 
and utterly barnt with fire, 2 Sam.23.6,7. And forthe better fort, thofe Lively frones, 
1 Pet. 2.5, and {moother picces that are to be fet into Gods building,being made by 
his grace more malleable and traGtable, there muft be a great deai of painstaken 
with them, that thcy may beas the polifhed corners of the Temple: they muft be 
humbled and hammered, Zer. 23.29. pared and planed herein the mount ; for there 
may neither hammer nor axe,nor any tool of iron be heard in the heavenly honte,for 
which they are fitting, Ki»n.6.7. And herein we are labourers together with God ; ye 
are Gods busbandry, ye are Gods building, Cor.3.9.1n which labourous kind of life, I 
endure all things for the Eletts fake, that they may be (aved, faith Paul, 2 Tim, 2. 10. 
And I dare be bold to fay, faith Luther, that faithful Minifters do labour and {weat 
more ina day, then husbandmen doin a moncth. And for mine own part, faith he, 
Si mihi effet integrum vocationem deferere, If it were lawful for me to leave my cal- 
ling, 1 could with leffe pains and more pleafure, dig and do day-work, then labour as 
Jnow do, in the work of the miniftry. Peveas thinks that the next words, 
I bave killed them with the words of my mouth] is fpoken by God of the Pro- 
phets. q.d. I have fer them fo heavy a task and put them fo hard to it, that ic hath 
been the death of them ; {uch crabbed and rugged fpirits they have met with, fuch 
ftubborn and tough timber that had long lain foaking in the waters of wickedneffe : 
thefe tcoles of mine are even worn out with working.’ But though this be a pious 
interpretation, and not altogether improbable, becanfe of the change of perfon 
here, viz. them for you : yet becanfe fuch a change is ordinary in Scripture and Em- 
phatical alfo; namely when God feemeth deeply difpleafed with any one, and there- 
fore Ieaveth taking to him, and turns himfelf fuddenly to another ( fee chap.4.14, 
and 5.3.4.) I conceive it may very well be fo inthis place. Occidi iftos I have flain 
thefe refractaries and rebels with the words of my mouth. I have beaten fo hard 
upon their confciences,that they have had no joy of their lives. I Fave marked them 
out for deftrnction,by threatening it,as Jer.18,7.8.andch.1.10. Elifoa hath his {word 
as wellas Jehwand Hazac/, 1 King.t9.07. and when Elifoa unfheatheth and bran- 
1 difheth his fword, it is a fair warning that the fword of Jeha and Haxaelare at 
hand. Sce Ezek, 11.13. Andit came to paffe that when I prophefied, Pe/atiah the 
1 fon of Benaiah died. So did. Ananias and Sapphira, Ats 5. So do many defpifers 
now adayes, though it appear not by them. A man may have his bane about him, 
though he fall not down dead in the place. 1f any man hurt Chrifts two witneffes, 
fire (though not felt ) proceedeth out of their monthes and devourcth their enemies. 
Rev.11.§. 

And thy judgements are as the light that goeth forth | i.e. I have clearly denounced 
them and will as openly execute them in the fight of this Sun. The righteous ball fte 
it and foall fay, Lo this is the man, Cec. Pfa.5 2.6.7. and 119.137. Thou, by thine 
hypocrifie,and externall fervices; as verfe 6. hath caft a mift before mens eyes, that 


they cannot think thee to be fo near a judgement: but I will difpell that mift, and 
make 
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make my works a comment upon my word: and having fi Ghee anon 
ak t t l : ent unto ‘thee apo 
miniftery, Lut to no purpote, I will make the : oe 
bear - rod, and Who hath appointed it. Mine Oe or ee ae meee 
Ferfe6. For Vdefired mercy and not facrifice J that is 
S, rather then facrifice: 
refer the marrow and pith of a forface 
p re P the fecond table, before the ceremony and fùrface 
I defived mercy] Heb. I defired it with fingular delight a 
d mer efir t and 
oe faep faith ee This is a golden fears. twice nd Clone 
elf, AZar.9.13. an at. 12.7. which noteth the emine i ith it 
agrecth that anfwer of the Scribe fo much approved of by se ria: Pa bis 7 
Tolove thy neighbeur as thy felf is more then all burnt-offerings and ci 
And that of the Authour to the Hebrewes. But to do good and to comm ee 
forget not : for with {uch facrifices God is well pleafed Chap.13.16, a (emda 
aces pleafed then with all the outward fervices and facrifice. of the La i 
which yet were commanded by God, bur nor to be refted in. Thei: be aac 
fentences indeed ; fuchas a man would fetch upon his knees from Rome or me 
ieee ars ae man aa cae brave fayings of Luther, which he oF a 
- Mercy is here put forall the duties of charity - as the e is 
for thofe other of Piety, whereof itis the rife and Pee Me ao, a ft 
non ut potior fed ut notior, notas better but as better known and aoe hc cs 
They are fet together, becaufe they muft not be tundred in our praife P 
muft be univerfal, extending tothe Compaffe of the whole Law. A man malke ae 
funambulus virtutum, as Ti ertullian {peakes, going in anarrow track of bude y 
picking and chufing what he will do and what not; following God in fach date. 
: s will fuit with him and no further. He mult follow after God as Caleb Numi WA 
aye refpeđ to all Gods commandments, and do all his wills, as David wallet i if 
i e ere ae meal plantas of the Lord blametef: as Zuchrry and Eliz es 
n - Viele partiall and perverfe Jewes walked inall the ord; ; buri 
a bee Aes GUPI se were <l:ogether for fie ceremonall Law aa 
oral. Orit they didany thing that way, it but th outware ; 
of acommandment, which men mav naturali Tia Hess pula ene 
i may naturaliy pertorm, Thus Ahbab hu i : 
ie Te eis Efay calleth the f.richful bine fe Eaa 
r inthe Altar of Damafcus, yet reputed a faith i 
An hypocritemay fhew mercy, but not love mercy, Mic.6.8. al ea Cea ae 
not aflectively, practically, according to that of Saint John, Here we know tl Ape 
kan ee if we a commandments, Joh,2.23. This is thar bed ence which i 
etter then lacrifice, 1 Sam.1 5.22. ler.7.21. andno wo ia per villima 
iy fi pr ae eee propria matlatur, "fink nee 
elh of another, but in obedience our own wils are offered up: a i 
) € : and thi: 
Heathen, by the dim ruth-lightof natnre, faw to be better. Hold thou Eken 


facrifice and beft fervi . - 
oe And, ecervacsy to Keepthyfolf pure and upright, faith I/ocrates, O Nico- 


Nenbove Mattatoceleftia numina Landent. 
Sed, que praftanda eff & fine tefte fides. 


after the fimilitude of whofe tran(greffion thele men had finned ha ee 


defer ved, in like fort to be punifhed, by bein thei 
l 1 being caft out of their comntrev 
me Toe T r fome fenfe it: asif the prophet would ea dele 
a oe that firft tranfgreffour Adam in- whom they all were ; asthe 
Shaan, 3 in a Parliament-man,and as Leos was in Abrahams loynes and paid 
T eae 4 9. ee take Adam for an Appellanve, -nd givea ‘cafon tor 
And of thefe ome P a As e Ne edi 
> anguam hominis trinfe-e fi |, 
ees the eae as if it had Be a mane AE E ee 
ae as able be thenas if they had had to do with duit and aflies hike them- 
pe ae r tcllow-creatures, and not with the great God: aid migbt there- 
ae ar P covenants, as monkeyes do by their collars, which they fit on for | 
ers pleafure, and flip off again for their own. Others readir, as wedo; 
g They 


Cuar. 6. 
They like men have tranfgre fed,&c. forry men fickle and falfhearted men, fuch as Dae- 


vid pointed at, Á à 
and walk as men, that is, as profane men, alients from the common-wealth of Ifrael? 


Singular things are expected fromGods peculiar, Mat.5.47-as to be eminent in good 
works, Tit 3.14. togerabove others, as Sa#d.was above the people by head and | 
fhoulders; to get to the very top of godlineffe, as the Apoftles phrafe importeth, “* 
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when he faid, Al men are liarsand Paul, 2 Cor.3.3.Are ye not carnal; Pfal.116-11, 


eR s aa! 


Efai.§. 15. to keep Gods covenant as the appleof the eye, as Selomon faith, Prov, Bare 
7.26 that litle man ia the eye, that cannot be touched buthe will be diftempered. This hon, ` 


the world counts precifenefle, and makes nothing of tranfgreffing, of leaping over 
the hedge of any commandment, fo they may fhuna piece of foule way. Lo, this is 
the manner of moft men, yca, of all men by nature ; they make no bones of tranf- 
greffing the laws, of changing the ordinance, of breaking the everlafting covenant; 
Efay. 24.3. And this when they do, they work dé fuo ©- fecundum hominem; for 
Homo eft inverfis Decalogus, the natural man ftands acrofle to the law of God, to 
the whole Decalogue: the two tables whercef are called the tables of the covenant, 
Deut.o.9,11. Neither is this any excufing or extenuation of their fin, that they do 
but their kind, they do it as mex. Ic isan aggravation rather, q.d. They not oncly 
tranfgrcffe my covenant, but they do it naturally, and out of the vileneffe of their 
proper inclinations : like as the devil, when he {peakethalic, he fpeaketh, de fo 
of his own, fob. 8. 44. he can dono otherwife. It is as impoffible for thofe that are 
i carnal and walk as men to keep covenant with God, as for a toad to fpit cordiais. If 
at any time they make an overture of doing it, if they make an eflay, it is but as the 
morning cloud and as the e2r/y dew that goeth away, as verf. §. with which this verfe 
cohereth ; the 6. verfe comming in. as it were by a parenthefis. - l 
There bave they dealt treacheroufly againft me, | Therc? where ? in the very point 
of the covenant, which by their facrifices and burnt-offerings they fo folemnly pro- 
feffed and engaged to obferve : lo, therein have they prevaricated, and then at the 
fame time have they falfified, as the fame word is ufed, P/al.14.5. I have been 
. neare in their mouth, but far from their reines, fer. 9. 2. In words they profeffe to 
know me, but in wo-ks they deny me, being abominable and difobedient, and to e- 
very good work reprobate, Tit. 1.16. Orthere, that is, (as the Chaldee Paraphraft 
fenfeth it,) In that good land which I have given them, even in Gilead, as in the 
next words. They live in my good land, but not by my good laws : yea, they have 
filed it (as the curfed Canaanites did before them, Exra.9, 11.) from one end toa- 
nother With their uncleanneffe, which therefore longs for a vomit to caf them out: 
There have they dealt treacheroufly, as the adulterefle doth, who forfaketh the guide 
of ber youth, and forgetteth tke covenant of her God. The fins of fuch as break cove- 
nant with Godare fins of adoudle die ; they are wickednefle with a witneffe, be- 


caufe they do wickedly againft the covenant, Dan. 11.32. thefe treacherous ‘dealers Prov.2.17. 


deal treacheroufly,yca,thefe treacherous dealers deal very treacheroufly, 2/ay.24.16. 
And this they have done againft Me, who have ftooped folow, as to ftrike a co- 
venant with chem ; and fucha covenant, 2 Sam, 23.5. and have never failed or 
falfified. Sce Dert. 29.24,25. 
Verf.8. Gilead is acity of them that work iniquity, } Another Peniropolss ; fuch 
a city there was in Greeee, and fo called by king Philip, for the naughtineffe of the 
Inhabitants. This Gi/cad was one of thofe ten cities of refuge beyond Jordan given 
to the Priefts for a pofleflion, Joo. 21. 36, &c. atid probably the chief city, which 
therefore barethe name of the whole countrey, as Athens was called the Greece of > 


Greece. The inhabitants thereof (though Levites) were the worft of men, workers (EN: 
of iniquity, fach as did wickedly with bath bands, earneftly wearying themfelves in Ends Ox 


the Devils drudgery ; and then fitting down to reft them inthe cheir of peftilence, 
| There is nota worfe creature upon carth, or fo fit for hell, as a profane Prieft, a de- 
bauched Minifter, AZat.5.13. Corruptio optimi pefsima, as the {weeteft wine makes 
the fowreft vinegar, as the finch Acfh is refolved into the vileft earth ; and as the 
whiteft ivory burnt, becomes the blackeft coal. Who would have looked for fo 
much wickedneffe at Gilead, at Shiloh, at Anathoth, at Jerufalem where the Priefts 
and Scribes bare {way, and did dominari in fugg:/fis? And yetthat once faithful city 


was becomean harlot: it was full of judgement, rightcoufneffe lodged in it, but Hay. 1.21 


now murderers, In our Saviours time it was Propherarum macellum, the ftaughter- 
I houfe 
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houfe of the Saints ; as now Rome isand once London wasin blondy gee 
whom a certaingood woman once told ina letter, rhe wer dele eee! dayes: 
common cut-throat, and general fliughter-flave to all the Bifhops of En Dnd. A as 
ae ba boafted (as Srokefley bad done beforehim ) how many herctikes ‘h ja 

urned : feven hundred faints in four or five yeers {pace thofe bloody and d c had 
men fent to heaven, in fiery charets. There are none fo cruel to the hives of eae 


Gilead Was polluted with blood J] not onely wi 
9 i ; ly with the bloodof fö i 
ae comes in ee ne U ruon) but of bodies too, rA a ao 
ns. e Peicits of thefe times may feem, b is fai i 
the next verfe, to have been men of their bande” the Pie i alte RET of pe 5 
vil, ae as was Timotheus Flerulus Bithop of Alexandria, Anno 467. Po : ri = 
a y o threw Peters keyes into the river Tiber, and took up Paxls fword ihe 
called it, and that Phitip Bifhop of Beau-vien in France, taken ina skirmifh bide 


Sper an ¢ Pete may be a good informer though an ill Judge ) Minia 

et Tag ae A ~ 5 Now this is here inftanced as an odions trantgreffion of the 

oon uch as made lucha fhew of facrifice to God, thould exercife fo li 
ercy tomen: when fuch as fhould be T, eachers, were turned Tyrants and | fone: 


Din A tages ee ue ee iy a man, | This verfe hath much of the 
it, f cr. the lum of it is, faith wigandus i 
! : ; >to f} 2 
ae EE wickedneffes were committed, inftintles doflorum by Ma 
few sae sai oe who were mee turned Tories or Moffe-troopers Haron asked ‘hi 
- e meaning of this text, and reccived this f i 
anfwer : thar at the ti i 
oe or a the Pentecoft, the people ufed to come to Jerufalem; A pan X 
aoe ; ing in k eir journey, thefe Priefts would ftand in the way and fla ; h A 
- a 7 Di sthat thefe corrupt priefts took into their city of refuge divers dha wes 
eee a a whereupon otherwife to fubit med hoh 
4 5 ey call them) and returning again in i 
s ; cto the ci 
with the Priefts, who had their thare: and are therefore ae 


Germaxy, that there was 
y Would dare to doit. 


Non audet Stygius Pluto tentar 
quod a 
Effrents Monachys,——_ fees 


Verf. 10. 1 have feen an horrible thing i 
minge in the ho Pf 
aie T 9. a Panthion of all Rs of A es ja pa aie oe 
cht for eae ae ee but wam an oxe or calfe wich one 
1 Sp BER: Oe 12. 14, that is, for Oris Ki 7 
a Tia es = G oo a n Vfis es teh a EE 
| ; ation Ieroboan: had learned in £ i 
ed from Solomon his mafter) and bro ug ht intothe honfe of ey Mes alge 
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Dan. 3.14. ls it true, O Shadrach, Mehach, and Abednego? Or, is it of fet par- 
pole? iv Buxtorf rendreth it. Is it for rhe nonce, to provoke me? Or Nunguid 
defolatio? fo Arias Afoatanns: As if he fhould fay, What’? you, to oppofe the 
command of aking ? Ifchis be fuffered, what detolation muft needs follow ? But 
this is not Gods way : he layes no more words upon a thing, then the matter amount- 
ethto if hecall Idolatry, filth, fornication, abomination, an borrible thing, fuch 
as a man would ftart, or ftand agait at, we may be fure it is fo. The Septuagint here, 
render it gpia’ds, things tobe trembled ar, or fhreeked at. In Barbary “tis death 

t for the Xeriffs wife, when fhe feeth a.man, though but thorow a cafement, not 
fuddenly to fhriek out. God is a jealous God, and allows not histo look toward 
an Idol. 1f they do, he will foon fee ir, and vilit forit. J. have feen, ee. 

There is the wheredome of Epbraim, |.Thus God Sooketh upon it as filthineffe, 
and naftineffe, which the people beheld as fineneffe and ncatneffe. And the fame 
do all (that have the minde of God, andfenfes exercifed to difcern betwixt good and 

- evil) judge of all the Popith pomp and palterment, wherewith they bewitch the de- 
luded vulgar, as the ferpent Scyta/e Moth the Aecing paffenger, whom when the 

| cannot overtake, yet with her beautifull colours the doth fo aftonith and amaze him, 
that he hath no power to paffe away, till Rung to death. 

Ferje 11. Alfo O Fadah, he bath fet an barveft for thee, | This isa very diffi- 
cult Text: and much vexed by Interpreters. Er hic nifi Lyra lyraffer, nos omnes 
deliraffemus, Lyra fets this fence upon the Text; and I accord him: Though thou 

j Judah, art alfo co be carried captive: yet God hath fer, or provided for thee, an’ 
harveft in thine own land, when I hall have returned the captivity of my people, 
viz, under the conduc of Zorobabel, by the Decree of Cyrus. Here then isa pro- 
mife of a joyfullharveft ta Judah, who is not to be punifhed with like fevericy as 
Ifrael, Chap. 1.7. and forthe changeof perfon, whea I returned, for he foall have 
retsrned, See Efay 29. 19. ler. 31.23. Zeph. 3. nlt. Pfal. 14. ult. Simul fade 
captivitas Ce reditus predicitur fignificanter admodum, faith Hierom here; Both 
the captivity and return of Judah is here very figniticancly foretold. It is a ve- 
ry good Note that One giveth here, fc. that God in his chaftifements ever fhew- 
eth himfelf mindfull of his Covenant: after a long barrenneffe, he fetteth for his 
people a plentifull harvelt, and turneth again their captivity, after that for a time 
he hath tried them. His mercy alfo and faithfulneffe herein appeareth, that he mio- 
gleth promifes with threatnings : and whiles he utterly deftroyeth the kingdome of 
the ten Tribes, he preferveth the Common-wealth of Judah, wherein the Meflias 
was to come, and whercof there was not (by the ancient prophefies ) to be a diffo- 
lution, till Shiloh came. Hence itis, that promifes of the reftauration of Judah are* 
ever intermingled, left any fhould doubt of the manifeftation of the Mefliah, in the 
fulneffe of time, * 
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CHAP. VIL 
Verfe 1. Vy Hen I would have healed Ifrael, &c."] Whereas Ifracl, hearing 
of an happy harveft promifed to Judah, Chap.6. 11. and them. 
felves excluded, might complain of hard dealing: God fhews them here, that Cry. 
delem medicum intemperans eger facit, the fault was meerly in themfelves. God 
came with his healing medicines to have cured them,but they hated to be healed, and 
like mad-men, railed and raged againft the Phyfician, fpilt the potions, would 
none of thofe flibber-faufes, as they accounted them : yea (asifon purpofe to croffe 
God. ) then the iniquity of Ephraim was difcoveredyand the wickedneffes(malitia mal- 
tiplex ) of Samaria, | Of fo perverfea {pirit were they: and therefore (in Solo. 
mons judgement, Prov, 12.8. ) worthy to have been defpifed and ler alone to perifh 
in their corruptions. In Hippocrates his time,the Phyficians were bound by oath to 
leave fuch under their wounds to perifh by them, as were unruly, and would noti 
be ordered. We would have healed Babylon, (faith the Church ) bat fhe World not 
be healed : forfake her therefore, faith God, Per. 51.9. Let them alone, faith Chrift, 
Matth. 15.14. That; that will die, letit die: A fearfull fentence. Let them fwel- 
ter and pine away in their iniquities, Levit.26. 39. In their filtbine ffe is lendneffe, 
their difeafe is complicate,it is the leprofie in the head, ic breaketh forth in their fore. 
head, and my people love to have it fo: but what wil they do in the end thereof? 
Ephraim here difcovereth a headftrong wilfulneffe that was uncounfellable, uncure- 
able. He runs away after conviction, with the bit between his teeth, as it were: he 
runs, I fay, uponthe rock. Am. 6. 12. where he firft breaketh his hoofes, and then 
his neck. Some grow defperately finfull, like thofe Italian Senatours, that def-, 
pairing of their lives, ( when upon fubmiflion they had been promifed their lives, 
yet) being confcious of their villany, made a curious banquet ; and at the end there- 
of every man drank up his glaffe of poyfon, and killed himfelE So men fecting 
fuch horrible hard hearts, and privie to fuch notorious fins, they caft away fouls 
and all for luft; and perifh wofully, becaufe they lived defperately, and fo fecurely. 
Tt isa fearfull figne of reprobation, when Gods means and medicines do men no 
good, but hurt rather : when Phyfick which fhould remove the difeafe, doth, 
cooperate with it, then death comes with the more pain and fpeed. "fhe {tronger 
the conviction of fin is, the deeper will be the wrath againtt ir, if it be not by re- 
pentance avoided. : 
for they commit falfehood,} They do not the truth, 1 7ob.1.6. but deal faliely, 
Jer. 6.13. every one of them, from the Prophet, even to the Prieft: they work a 
deceitfull work, Prov. 11.18. their bellies Prepare deceit, Iob 15. 35, they bave 
an artin lying, in itching one lie to another, as the word fignifierh, P/a/, 119.69. - 
Idolatry isa reall lie, as fhe in the book of Martyrs anfwered the Dostour, that 
asked her, Dof thos beleeve that the body ef Chrifi is inthe Sacrament of the Altar 
really and fubftantially ? 1 beleeve faid fhe, that fo go hold, isa reall lie, anda) 
{ubflantiall lie. Thefe Idolaters having plaied falfe with God, and treachcroufly 
dealt with him, what wonder though they lie, deceive, rob, {poil, both within 
doors and without, in private negotiations, and publike tranfa@ions ? but efpecially 
forge lies againft thofe that with{tood their fuperititious vanities, and prey upon 
their goods; as Hebsto. 34. Swblata pictate tollitur fides, is a truth irrefragable. 
Take away piety, and fidelity is gone: as we fee in that unrighteous Judge, Leke 
18. 2. and as Abraham concluded of the men of Gerar, Gen, 20. 11, and laftly, 
as Conftantinus Chlorus, the father of Conftantine the Great, experimented in his 
own Councellours, and Courtiers : whence that famous Maxime of his, recorded by 
Exfebius: He cannot be faithfull to me, who isunfaithfullto God ; ‘religion beings 
the ground of all true fidelity and loyalty. 

Verfe 2. And they confider not in their bearts, | Heb. They [ay net in their hearts: 
that is, they fet not down themfelves with this confideration, “they commune not 
with their confciences upon this moft need full, but much neglected matter. - A good 
mans work lieth much within doors: he loves to be dealing with himfelf, and , 
working good and wholfome confiderations upon hisown affe@ions. Hcis never 
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leffe alone, then when hee is alone: for ftill hee hath God and himfelf to 
a iy Wi i.e. d and regifter them, asina 
H their Wickedneffe, | i.e. Record and regi $ 
a r ron and point of a Diamond, Jer. 17.1. that 1 feal them up 
= Se, Job a 17. asthe Clark of Aflizes fealsup Inditements, and at the Affi- 
1 > . 


zes brings his bag, and produceth them. Is nor this laid upin flore with me, and 
t 


; treafures ? Deut,32.34. Solittlereafon is there, that wicked. 
deraa San a cae in hope of impunity.’ And yet they do, Pfal. 94.7- 
ae ftrive to ptrfwade themfelves, thar the Lord doth not fee, neither doth the 
Gel of Jacob remember: They hide God from themfelves, and then think they 
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have hid themfelves from Him. Herein they are alike foolifh as the Serathiocamelys, Plin.iib.10. 
i 


a bird as big asa Camell, and taller thena man: When this Buftard would hide eap.1. 


| her felfe, fhe thrufts her head into a thicket, as conceiving that no body feeth her, 


body ; and fo becomes a prey to the hunter. Caveatur carna- 
E is alk aaa the m i Gods prefence, inleffe we had 
then found!y comforted. : , 
na p re poih baie befet ieee about. | Their ftudied_ wickedneffe, their 
contrived iniquities, fo Later expounds the word doings: for wicked men are great 
ftudents, and break many a nights fleep in pernicious ploddings, Prov.4. 16. a 
as the Blackbird is taken by birdlime made-of his own excrements, fo is the wic 
befet by his own devices ; as by fo many ferjeants fet on by God. Some think ( 2 
not without probable reafon ) that the Prophet in this phrafe of befetting ie 
about, alludeth to the future fiege of Samaria: wherein thefe finners againft th He 
wn fouls were io ftraitly befec by the enemy, that they could not flee, or ftir, wit - 
Sc derger. And «his he faith thall befall chem. Now, that is, fhortly, and fooner 
ite sae chink for: indeed how fhould it be otherwife, when as their doings 
pea ris my fue? | E regione & velut adverfa ac deteftata, Over-anent and 
in fli view, as a continual eye-fore to me, Pfal. 57. 5. & 90 e na a 
ccuid or would forget them, yet they will not fuffer me to do s uc ra th ET 
pudency, and importunacy for vengeance. Lyra makes it a'metaphor, Soh Hee 
tasen in the act, with his back burden of ftollen goods; and as it were BE a ; 
them, and fo brought before the Judge. His own sniquitics fhall take the wic s 5 
faith Sstomon, Prov. 5.22. For how on he efcape saa o his fins within 
i iety of Gods heavie judgements without him, &c ? ae 
a es : e la eak the king zal = their wickedneffe, | A fad fyncratifmus 
furely of king and peoplé, exhilarating themfelves and each other we anal: 
Their kings were well apaid of the peoples compliances with their untawfu : pk 
and the people no leffe well-pleafed to gratifie and flatter their kings, on e i 
mans did Tiberizs and other Tyrants, who therefore faid of them, that t S a 
fervum pecus, fervile foules, & homines ad fervitutem parati , ne es re 
flaves. Tyrants care not how wicked their fubjects are: for then t ey on t ey 
will fwallow down any command though never fo impious, ates crupling, : 
confcience-making. They like to a on abet vie 2 se abs ay 
i ifgeft iron for a need, with the Eftrich ; an 7 d 
at ated one complained he could not do fuch a thing for his confcience) : i am 
“ mafter of my confcience, Ican doany per tie all ae . te Pea ite 
atever came of it: he went not afide as at o A ; 
Satin i ; but fet his face toward the wilderneffe, as fully bent to do ion A 
nothing fhould-hinder him now, Numb. 24, 1,2. (confer Lake 9. ee n = 
gave wicked counfell to king Ba/ak (and fo made him glad at parong, a g ta 
fore he had angred him ) to lay a fømbling-block, before the children of ii > a 
to fet fair women to tempt them to corporall and fpirituall Pont : q n 
might fee fin flagrant in Jacob, fome tranfgreflion in Jfrael, and o fall fou apon 
them with his plagues, N#mb. 23.21. Parafites propound to kings ee Pe ai 
guam fana confilia, pieafing, but peftilent counfell: they alfo act for them, 


a E e 
der them, as Doeg did for Sau/, and fo gratifiethem, Lerifie them, as here, make 


i : j inxs, fuch a mirth as brings 

them glad, burit provesto be no better then rifas Sardonins, | g 
i biteni in the E : Wo to fach mirth-mongers and mirth-makers; for 4 they Pat 
fill do thus wickedly they fhall be confumed, both they and their king;t Sam.12.25. 
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And the princes with their lies] with calumnies and falfe accufations, wherewith 
they load Gods innocent fervants, and that againft their own confciences. Thug 


Doeg dealt by David ; the Priefts and Prophets by leremy ; the Perfian courtiers by." 


Daniel and his companions ; Amaziah by Amox, Haman by the whole nation of the 
Tewes, Zertullas by Pant, the Heathen Idolaters by the primitive Chriftians - which 
caufed thofe many Apologies made for them by Tertullian, Athenagoras, and “others, 
If a Ruler hearken to lies (and that’s a common fault among them, as David tells 


Saul, 1 Sam. 24. 9. all his fervants will be wicked : he fhall have his Aiones and Nias 


gones that will fay as he fayes, and fit his humour to an hair; he fhall have plenty of 
{uch as will flander the Saints, and caft an odinm upon the confciencious. I once 
faw (faith Melanéthon) an old coyn, on the one fide whereof was Zopyrus, on the, 
other Zoilus , he adds, fuit imago aula, comitantur calumnia bene merentes It was a 
picture of Princes courts, where are ftore of fuch, as, by flattery, dawb white upon 
black, and,by calumny, fprinkle black u pon white. i 

Verf: 4. They are all adulterers, Adulterio calefcunt, fo Pagnine, fealded in their 


bafe lufts as thofe, Rom, 1. 27. all (for the moft part) were fuch: but efpecially the . 


Courtiers, and clawback-Informers,as verf. 3- God, in his juit judgement, giving 
them up to thofe vile affections or paflions of difhonour, and punifhing their ima 
pieties with impurities : as He did alfo in thofe Heathens, Rom.1.24. 


chiefly, and confider the example of the Sodomites) and God moft fevere againft 
them, Heb.13.4.. How much they have lived delicioufly, and drenched themielves 
in flefhly delights, fo much torments and Sorrow fhall they have proportionably, Rev, 
18.7. As their hearts have ben as ax hot oven or furnace, fo they fhall be bound up 
in bundles, and caft into a furnace of fire (where fhall be wailing and gnafhing of 


have heen better bufied) The princes have made him fick, or, the princes were fe 
they drank themfelves fick, drowning their bodies st at x as Richard the dai 
did his brother Clarence) ina Butt of Malmefey. How many importunate and im- 
pudent drinkers are there, that by drinking other mens health, deftroy their own ?\ 
See Matter Prinnes Healths-fickueffe, and accord him that faid, 


Una falus fanis, nullam potare falntem, 
Non eft in pota vera falute Salus. 
But what beaftly bedlams or rather incarnate devils were thofe three drunkards men- 
tioned by 7o. AZanlins in his common places, who drank fo long till one of them 
fell down ark dead : and yet the other two nothing terrified with fuch a dreadful 
example of divine vengeance, went on to drink, and powred the dead mans part in- 
to him as he lay by them 2 Oh horrible l Drunkenneffe is a deteftable vice in any, 
Ai but 


| Cuar.7. 


the ‘Propbecie of Hoka. 
but efpecially in men of place and power, Prov.3 1.4. Wo be to thofe drunken vice- 
1 gods (as I may in the worft fenfe beft call them) woe to che very crown of their 
Pride, in drinking down many, E/ay. 28.1. as Marcus Antonius wrote, or rather 
ı {pued oùt a book concerning his own abilities to bear {trong drink ; Dariss alfo 
boafted of the fame faculty in his very Epitaph : a poor pratfe. Drunkenneffe in a 
, king is a capital fin, and makes the land reel ; witnefle Belfoazzar carowfing in the 
bowles of the Sanctuary tothe honour of Shar his drunken god; Alexander the 
great drinking himfelf to death, and killing fourty one more with exceilive drinking, 
to get that crown of one hundred eighty pound weight, which he had provided 
for him that drank moft : Bezofus the Emperour that beaftly drunkard, called there-- 
fore a Tankard: and Tiberius firnamed Biberins for his tipling ; like as Era/mus 
called Eccins, feccius for the fame caufe: And well he might ; for as he lived a 
fhamefu{ drunkard,fo being nonpluft at Ratisbon by Melanchthon ina publique difpu- 
tation, and drinking more then was fit that night at the Bifhop of Mandine s 
lodgings (who had of the beft Italians wines) he fell into a fever, whereof he died. 
Drunkenneffe is a flattering evil, a fweet poifon, a cunning Circe that befots the 
foul, deftroyes the body dolores gignit incapite, in ftomacho,in toto Corpore acerrimos, 
grievous difeafes and dolours in the head, ftomack, whole man: At the laft, it biteth 
like a Serpent, and flingeth like an Adder, Prov. 23.32. The drunkard faith as the 
ı vine in Porhams parable, Nox pofam relinguere vinam meum, Take away my liquour, 
you take away my life. Burit proves to him, in the iffue, like that wine mentioned 
by Mofes, Deut. 32.33. Their wine is the poifon of Dragons, and cruel. venom of 
Afpes, which makes the fpirits warm, and the body fick to death. 
with bottles of Wine | Or, with heat through wine, as Efay.s.11. and fo Jarchi 
expoundeth it. The fame word fignifieth the poyfon of @ Serpent, Pfal. 58.4. which 
inflameth and killeth : confer Prov.23.33. and think of that cup of fire and brim- 
ı ftone, P/al. 11. 6. to be one day turned down the wide gullets of intemperate drin- 
kers ; which willbe much worfe to them then was that ladle-full of boyling lead, 
which the Turkith Bafbaw caufed to be poured down the throat of a drunken 
wretch, without giving him any refpite for the recovery of his loft wits. - 
he feretcht ont bis hand with corners] He that is the king, forgetting his kingly 
dignity, authority and gravity, (for there is a decorum to be obferved in every cal- 
ling, but by great ones efpecially ) ftretche out his hand, as a companion and copef- 
mate, as an hail-fellow-Wwell-met, (as they fay) proftituting his regal authority to e- 
very fcoundrel that would pledge him ; or at leaft, giving them hishand to kiffe, 
which 706 faith God will not do, Chap.8.20. , 
with {corners | Thofe wort of men, P/al. 1. 1. thofe Pefts, as the Septuagint 
here render it, thofe incorrigible perfons as they tranflate the word, Prov. 20. 1. 
where alfo it is fitly faid that wine is a mocker, becaufe it maketh men mockers.Hence 
that of David,with hypocritical mockers at feafts they gnafhed upon me with their teeth, 
Pfal. 35.16. And that holy jealoufie of Job for his children, left (while they were 
feafting and merry-making) they fhould curfe God, or mock at men. Tales enim 
evadunt qui ftreanè helleantur. Itis ordinary with fuch as are full gorged with good 
chear, and throughly heated with wine, to fet their mouths againft heaven, and to 
'licenfe their tongues to walk through the earth, P/a/. 73.9. they have a flout to 
fling, anda fooles bolt to fhoot at their betters by many degrees: yea, though they 
be kings that do it, (as here) if they ftretch ont their hands with Scorners, and jear 
at the power and profeffion of Godlineffe, they are no better then bafe fellowes, as 
great Antiochas is called,Dan.11.21.and as Kimchi upon this text noteth from his Fa- 
ther, that thofe that atthe beginning of the feaft or compotation were here called 
Princes, are afterwards when they fell to quaffing and flowting called (in contempt) 
fooffers & fcorners.Polanus & others by Stretching ont the hand underftand, ad equales 
hauftus potare, Gc. a drinking fhare and fhare like with every bafe companion, til] 
drunk ; they became defpicable. Nempe vbi, neque mens neque pes {unm facit officiuns. 
The Greeks when they meet at feafts or banquets, drink finall draughts at firft, 
ı which by degrees they increafe, till they come to the height of intemperancy. 
Hence Gracars, and as merry as a Greek, How much better thofe Spartans, of 
whom the Poet, as 
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Quinetiam Sparte mos eft laudabilis ille, 
Ut bibat arbitrio pocula quifque fuo ? 


How much better the Perfians in Efthers time, Chap. 1.8. the drinking was accord- 
ing to the law, none did compel, &c. And what a drunken beaft was Domitius the 
father of Nero, who flew Liberizs an honeft Roman, becaufe he refufed to take up 
his cups, ashe commanded him ? The Carthaginians made a law, that none of their 
Magiftrates during their office fhould drink any wine. Romulus being invited to a 
Gell.lib.ax. - feaft would not drink much, quia poffridie neg otium haberet, becaufe he had publike 
cap.14. bufineffe to difpatch on the morrow. Abafbacrofh drinking more freely on the firft 
Eftha.s,10 day of the feaft, became fo frollick, that in his mirth he forgat what was conveni« 
"ent ; and guided by his paffions, fent for Va/thi. 
Verf.6. For they have made ready their hearts like an oven. | As an oven red hot 
is ready to bake whatfoever is caft into it, fo are wicked mens hearts, heated from 
Admalecogi- bell, prepared for any evil purpofe or practife chat the devil hall faggelt : but efpe- 
tandum.Pag- Cially to Lie in wait for blood, and to hunt every man his brother With a net, Mic. 7. 2. 
nin.ud pefima David complains of fome that lay in wait for his foul, Pfal. 59. 3. that fatanically 
facinora Tigar. hated him, Pfal. 38. 20. and 7+13.and 109. 4,6, 20, 29. that fought hes foul to dem 
Stroy it, not his life onely but his foul too; as that moniter of Milain did, that 
f made his adverfary firft forfwear Chrift, (in hope of life) and then ftabbing him, to 
the heart faid, Now gothy wayes foul and body tothe devil: and asthe Papitts dealt 
by foun Huffe, and Hierome uf Prague, to whom they denied a confeflour, which he 
4, required after the manner of thofe times, to fit him for heaven 3 and for Joba Huffe, 
AD G on giter they had burnt him, how defpitefully did they beat his heart ( which was left 
unteucht by the fire) with their ftaves: Befides, that the Bifhops when they put 
the tripple crown of paper (painted with ugly devils on it) on his head, they faid, 
Now wecommit thy foul to the devil: Did not thefe mens hearts burn like an oven 
with hellith rage and cruelty 2 
their baker fleepeth all the night, Concoquens illa, fcilicet corda, fo Vatablus ; He 
that concoéeth or worketh their hearts, that is the devs? (as fome interpret it) or 
evil. concupi{cence,as others, Tota notte protrabitur furor eorum, fo the Chaldee ; 
their rage is deferred or drawn out to the length all night long, till ix the morning $e. 
ata convenient feafon it break out and beftirs it fel A metaphor from a baker, 
who cafting fire into the oven with good ftore of lafting fuel, lets ic burn all night 
and fleeps fecurely ; as knowing that he fhall find it through hot in the morning. 
Thofe fcornersin the former verfe, by being over-familiar with their drunken king, 
come not onely to flight him for his bafe behaviours, but alfo to confpire againit 
him, and to plot his death ; wherein their heart is the oven, ambition the fire, trea- 
fon the flame of that fire, Satan that old manflayer the baker ; who, though he 
make’as if he flept allnight, yet by morning he hath fet his agents the traitours a- 
work (either by fecret treacheries or open feditions ) to do as inthe next verfe, and 
as is to be feen, 2 Kim15, 
Dedithaccon FETS- 7. They are all hot as an oven, | That none might poftic off to others, all are 
tagio labem,  accufed of this mad defire to do mifchief ; as all che Sodomites full and whole,young 
Et dabit in and old, came cluttering about Lots houfe, Gen. 19.4. 
plures, -7+ and have devoured their Judges; all their Kings are fallen, &c.] Scil being flain 
FuvenSae2- with the fword of thofe that fucceeded them in the throne, as may be read, 2 Kin. 
15. 8,9, &c. and asic wasinthe Roman State, where all or moft of the Cefars, ull 
Conftantine, died unnatural deaths. Neither was it much better here in Exgland, 
during the difference between the two houfes of Yorkand Lancafter ; wherein were 
Dan.hift.249. {lain fourfcore Princes of the blood-royal, and twice as many natives of £ agland 
as were loft in the two conquelts of France. Thisis the fruit of fin, Prov.28.2. For 
the tranfereffion of a land many are the Princes thereof : either many at once (asonce 
here in the heptarchy) , or many ejecting and fucceeding one another, to the great 
calamity and utter undoing of the people by their zew Lords, new Lawes. 
there 1s none among them that calleth unto me, | though in fo great a confufioa,and 
under fo heavy calamities : a ftrange Stupor, that there fhould be none to fet to 
„his fhoulder to fhore upthe falling State. None there were (to {peak of) ina 
confiderable 
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confiderable number of praying people to ftand in the gap, and to divert the divine 
difpleafure. Their fins cried loud for vengeance, their blood-guiltineffe efpecially. 
But had there been but a few voyces more of praying Saints, their prayers had haply 
out-cried them. A few birds of fong are fhriller chen many crocitating birds of 
prey: ftirre up your felves therefore, ye rhat are Gods remembrancers, to take hold 
of him, and give him noreft. Lie night and day at the gate of his grace, knocking 
thereat by the hand of faith, and praying for che peace of our Jerufalem. If Ex- 


` glands fears were greater, thy prayers might preferve it, fer. 5. 1. as if our hopes 


were greater, thy fin and fecurity might undo it, Ecclef. 9. 18. 
Verf. 9. Ephraim, he bath mixed himfelf among the people, | viz. In confederacies, 
marriages, manners, fuperftitions. They were conformed to thofe nations from 


: whom God had feparated them with a wonderful feparation, Exod. 33. 16. and 


pur them up by themfelves from all the world in the promifed land, as it were in an 
Ifland, 7/27. 30.6. And this they had done not once but often, as the conjugation 
importeth ; and that wilfully without any neceflity: yea, and that conftantly, and 
of cuftome, or defperate obftinacy, (Heb. he will mingle himfelf) fo that there was boone. 
little difference to be difcerned betwixt Ephraim the profeffed people of God, and f 
profane heathens. Hence that, Amos. 9.7. Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians 
natome, O children of Ifrael, faith the Lord > Hence Sas: is called Caf, oran E- 
thiopian for his black and ill conditions; P/al. 7. title, as the Chaldee interpreteth It. 
Caft we may be upon bad company, but we muft not mingle with them, The rivers 
of Pern, after they have run into the main fea, yea, fome write twenty or thirty 
miles, they keep themfelves unmixt with the falt water: fo that a very great way 
within che fea, men may take up as frefh water as if they were neer the land. At 
Belgradiin Huagary, where the Danuby and Sava ( two great rivers) meet, their 455, 
waters mingle no more then water and oyl ; not that either fote above other, but Geog.331. 
jo,nunmixed : fo that neer the middle of the river I have gone in a boar, (faith oe 
mine Authour) and tafted of the Dazow as clear and pure as a well. Then putting Blaan aiit 
mine hand not an inch further, I have taken of the Sava as troubled as a ftreet- inta Levan 
channel, rafting the gravel in my teeth. Thus they run fixty miles together, and for p.1o, 
a dayes journey T have been an eye-witneffe of it. To come nearer home, the river 
Dee in Mirionith-/bire running thorough Pimbli-meeri remaines intire, and mingleth Camden. 
not her ftreams with the water of the lake. Let not Ephraim mix himfelf among 
the people, butcry with David, Gather not my foul with Jinners, P/al, 26. 9. and 
verf. 5. 1 have hated the congregation of evil-doers, and Will not fit with the wicked. 

Epbraiws ts æ cake not turned, | And fo but half-baked, or dow-baked ; negue Crim 
dus, negue coétss, neither hot nor cold, as Laodicea, Rev.3.15. halting between two, 
ası Ki». 18. 21. Mongrels, as thofe 2 King. 17.33. Zeph. 1. 5. Barnacles that ares 
neither tifh nor eth : Amphibians that will conform to the world, and yet feem to 
be for the Lord. But he likes no fuch retainers, no fuch holy-day-fervants ; he requi- 
reth to be ferved truljthat there be no beltisg: and totally that there be no halving: 
he cannot away with dow-baked duties. Men muft be fervent in fpirit, ferving the x 
Lord, they muft be zealors of good works, if they look to be accgpted. The effectual ay 120K, 
fervent prayer, or the thorough-wrought prayer of a righteous man availeth much. A 
cake that is half-baked, half burnt pleafeth not the palate: no more do cuftomary, sais 
formal bedulling performances pleafe the Lord, It is Gualthers nore upon this text; Spend yucky; 
Asa cake, faith he, that is raw on the one fide and fcorcht on the other is caft away; 
fo Hypocrites that are hot in their fuperftitions, but coldlin their devotions are reject 
ed of.God; f 

Introrfum turpes, {peciofi pelle decor a. 


T know the words are otherwife interpreted by Luther, Mercer, Polanus, and others, 
with reference to the following words, thus : that Ephraims adverfaries, even thofe 
ftrangers with whom he hath mixed himfelf, fhall be fo greedy to devour him, thac 
they fhall not {tay till he be baked on both fides, but fhall eac him raw. Bur 1 like the 
former better. 

Ferf. 9, Strangers huve devoured his fircugth, and he knoweth it not, ] Strange ftu- 
pidity, fuch as was that of Sampfen, who had loft his haire, and therewith his , 
ftrength, and wift not of it. Thefe ftrangers were the Kings of Syria, but odan 
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jay, nec tamen fleclimur: Corripimur fed non corrigimur ; We have been ftricken, 
bur not fick ; beaten, but not fenfible, &c. the drunkards ditty, Prov.23.35. When 
for all thes, forall that God can do to tame them, and turn them again, they will 
on in their wicked wayes, and not accept of the punifoment of their sniquities : not 
contefle and forfake their fins, that they may have mercy: not feck, him, phat is, 
come unto him by faith, Heb. 11. 6, and fubject themfelves unto him by true obe- - 
dience, 2 Chron. 7. 14. this is fucha piece of pride as teffifierh to mens faces, that 
they deferve to be deftroyed: this is wickedneffe with a witneffe : this is faftus 
adco enormis atque notorius, faith Parens, fuch horrible and notorious infolency, as 
isnot to be endured. God complairs of Ifrael for this with a figh, ih finfall 
nation, &c. and refolves upon revenge, verfe 24. See more of this in the 
Note on Chap. 5.5. Ofturning to God. See Zech. 1.3. and of fecking God, fee 
Hof. §. 15. . 
Ferfe 11. Ephraim alfo is like a filly dove, | that may be drawn any way for 
want of wit (fo the word fignifieth ) eafily perfwaded, enticed, deceived. The 
. Sefiuagint 
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Septuagint render it ¢7+s, infenfara, witlefle, or Wanting an heart, as the next 
words explain it ; the heart being put forthe underftanding, ‘as fer. 5,21. and oft 
in the Proverbs. Lo fuch a thing is Ephraim ; and yet he holds himfelf wondrous 
wife, in calling to Egypt, and going to Affyria for help. Which was as wifely done, 
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Prov.6.32.&: 
11.12. & 
10,13, 


as if fheep fhould commit themfelves to the Wolf for fafeguard. The Egyptians — 


were their ancient oppreffours: the Affyrians fhould be fhortly their executioners. 
, Betwixt thefe two, as betwixt two milftones, they had been, and were to be ground 
to powder, as it were: and yet tochefe, they were ready to run for refuge. This 
was indeed to be like a filly dove, which flies from the clawes of the Hawk into 
the net of the fowler, who will foon make a breakfaft of them: or that waits till 
the fowler be gone, that fhe may fall upon the bait, never fearing the fnare that is 
laid for her. See 2 King. 17.4. A ferpents eyein a doves head isa Gngular orna- 
iment. Be ye wife as ferpents, innocent as doves. The ferpent, when charmed, ftop- 
rpeth his ears, by applying one tothe carth, and covering the other with his tail. 
The dove is too credulous and perfwafible, dulce canente fiftula. She is alfo dull, 
and defends not her young ones, as other creatures do, She will fit quiet in her co- 
lumbary, and fee her neft deftroyed, her young ones taken away, and killed before 
her eyes, and never offer to refcue or revenge ; which the hen and other fowls feem 
in fome fort to do. Lo fuch was Ephraims ftupidity. The Philiftins were upon him, 
the enemies fpoiled and made a prey of him, yet he knew it not, as it is verfe 9. he 
was not affected with it, nor driven to God by it : but either fat ftill, as the {poi- 
led dove doth in her neft, or upon her dove-coat, delighted in the beauty of her 
feathers, priding her felf in the clapping of her wings: or elfe ran a wrong way 
for refuge: flew to king arch, to humane helps, co carnall confederates, which 
never were true to thofe that trufted them. See chap. 5.1 3.with the Note. Where you 
fhal! fee that from the Affyrian they had pro prafidio ludibrium : as \ikewife thofe 
Chriftians had that called in the Turk, or the fike to help them: True itis that reti- 
fgion without policie is too fimple to be fafe : bur it is no leffe true, that policie with- 
out religion is too fubtile to be good. As the dove without the ferpent is eafily 
caught: fo the ferpent without the dove ftings deadly. Let that bee held and re- 
membred, that there is no wifdom, nor underftanding, nor counfell againft the 
Lord, Prov. 21.30, and that he takesit very ill, when we decline him, and knock 
at the creatures door for help, fer. 2.13. fhifting and fharking in every by-corner 
for comfort. Thisisthedevils policie to draw men from God the Rock of ages, 
(as Jofouah did the men of Ai out of their city, and as Briffow counfelleth his fel- 
lows, the Popes Janizares, to draw the Lutherans out of their ftrong-hold of the 
Scriptures, into the open ficld of Councels and Fathers) that he may do what he will 
with them, and deftroy them. For he knows, that be our hopesnever fo high, our 
phelps from the creature never fo likely, yet if God deny his concurrence, and in- 
fluence, the arm of flefh (as Jeroboams ) fhrinks up prefently ; and the ftrongeft 
finew of it cracks, and becomes unufefull. 

Verfe 12. When they go, ] Yea, flee (asthe dove doth very {wiftly, pleafing 
her felf in the clapping of her wings, and cutting of che air ) they cannot flee fo 
high, but 1 fhall cafily reach them, Obad. 3. 4. for in the thing wherein they deal 
proudly, Jam above them, Exod. 18.11. I can over-top them, melt their waxen 
wings, and bring them down with a vengeance. He taketh the wife in their own craf- 
tineffe. And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wife that they are vain, 1 
Cor. 3. 19,20. So faith the Apoftle out of the Pfalmift ; but with this difference. 
The Pfalmift faith, the thoughts of men, the Apoftle, the thoughts of the wife, 
meaning the werlds wizards, the choife(t and moft picked men , the greateft po- 
liticians, the moft nimble and Mercuriall wits, quorum praecordia ex meliore Into 
finxit Titan, Thefe God will rake, faith Peul: he will lay bold npon them, as they 
are running away, (fo the word fignifiech ) 2s bruit beafts made to be taken and de- 
Sfroyed, 2 Pet.2.12. or as fifbes that are taken inanevil net, and as the birds that 
are canght in the fnare: fo are the fons of men [nared in an evil time, when it falleth 
Sisddenly upon them, Ecelef. 9.12. 

_ Lill fbread my net upon them, } asa skilfull fowler. By net,underftand cap- 
tivity, and other miferies, compared toa net, Ezek. 12.13. & 17.20. & 19.8. 
Lam. 1.13. Pfal. 9.16. wherein being once caught, the more they ftruggle, ae 
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fafter they itick: the more they feek to extricate themfelves, the more they are in. 
tangled: {naresare round about.them, and fudden fear furprizeth them, Iob 22. 10, 
the fteps of their ftrength fhail be ftraitned : and their own counfels hall bring them 
down, fof 18,7. 

J will bring them down as the fowles of the heaven, |] Though they may think 
themfelves extra jactuns, out of gun-fhot, I will cafe them to defcend, asthe He- 
brew word fignifieth : and though Jifted up to heaven, as Capernaum, and nefted 
in the clouds ; yea among the ftars, as Edom, Obad. 4. yet fhall they be brought 
down to the nethermoft hell. God will meet with chem in their-out-ftrayes, caft-. 
ing his net over them: or bring them down with ‘his bowe, whileft (with the 
foolith bird ) they are gazing at the bolt : hee hath wayes enough to hamper fuch 
as go out of his way: tobe for agin, and for a {nare unto chem, Efay 8.14. to 
{hoot at them with an arrow, fuddenly fhall they be wounded, Pfal. 64.7. How 
are they brought into defolation in a moment ? they are utterly confumed with terrour, 
Pfal. 73.19. 

1 wilt chaftife them as their congregation hath beard. ] Or, I Wilt binde them (as 
a bird is bound in a net that fhe cannot ftir forth ) and, by binding, nurture chem: 
as Gideon taught the men of Succoth, by tawing and tearing them with thorns and 
briars of the wilderneffe. The hypocrites in heart, heap up wrath : thy czy not When 
God bindeth them, lob 36.13. God expects men fhould cry peccavi, when they are 
bound as Pazi was, to be beaten with rods; and not be filent in darkneffe, 1. Sas. 
2.9. or, not make moan when he hath themunder hand. Hear ye the rod, and who 
hath appointed ite Ye muft now do fo, that would not hear the word founding ix 
thei Congregations. 

I will chaftife them as their Congregation hath heard. | Crebro & clare, 1 have 
plainly and plentifully cold chem my minde: and foretold them by my Prophets, 
what would be the iffue of their evil practifes. Sed furdo fabulam, They would 
nothear Mofes and the Prophets. See 2 King. 17.13. 2 Chron. 24.18.19. They 
thought that my words were but wind, and that all my threats were but is terros 
vem, to fright them a little, and not in good-earneft. Therefore they fhall finde 
that rhe jaft Lord isin the middeft of them, he will not do iniquity: every morning 
doth he bring his judgement to light, he faileth not: but the unjuft knoweth no foame, 
feareth no colours, trembleth not ac Gods word though it come never fo clofe to 
his confcience, though it even dafh him in the mouth as it were, and n:ake him {pit 
blood. See Jer. 7.13. 

Verfe 13. Wo nntothem, for they bave fled from mez] As Cain (the devils: 


Cuar.7, 


Patriarch ) did when he went out from the prefence of the Lord, inhis fathers fa- 


mily, into the land of Nod, Gea. 4. 16. being himfelf a Nad, that is, a rannagate, 
verfe 12. of the fame root, that is here made ufe of inthe Text. Now as that land 
took name of Cain, and his wofull {tate therein, fo is every land and place a Nod 
to Apoftates: and St. Ivde throwsa Wo after them, Wo unto them, for they have 
gone inthe Way of Cain, Inde 11. thatis, they have wickedly departed from God, 
and his bleffing, and gotten into the worlds warme funne: yea, they not onely go 
from God, but fice from him in burry-baff, as from an enemy ; a metaphor from 
birds flying amain, Prov.27.8. Asabird that wandreth from her neft, ( where 
God took order for her fecurity, Dewt.22.6,7,) foisa man that wandereth from 
his place ( how much more from his God, that Infixire good ? ) expofed to mifery 
and mifchief, to ruth and ruine. We to fuch, yea double wo: Woand alas: de- 
Struttion to fuch, and devaftation, asthe word fignifieth, Perdition and dcferudlion, 
as the Apoftle phrafeth it, 1 Zim.6. 9. whereby is meant, remedileffe mifery, mif- 
chief without meafure, torments without end, and paft imagination. This truth 
muft be told, how ever it be taken ; that wicked men may not perith without war- 
ning. Toothleffe truths, and filken words, would better pleafe people who are 
moft of them fick of a Nols me tangere, and cry out againft thefe fierce Preachers, 
that come with their We snto thm, Deftruttios unto them, Gc. This is the way, 
fay they, to drive men into utter defpair. We anfwer; Fitft, ifit fhould be fo, 
yet that is not the proper effect of the Word fo difpenfed; bur to abate the pleafure 
tl:at reprobates take in fin, and to reftrain them from outrage: that they defpair, 
it proceeds meerly from their own corruption and guiltineffe. They reply, chat it 

comes 
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comes rather from the feverity of the Teachers, who fet themfelves to preach dam- 
nation, and utter terrible chings. Secondly, therefore we anfwer ; that the mad, 


world (ever befide it felf in point of falvation ) is herein very much miftaken,, Let’ 
them give us an inftance of any one that was ever driven to defpair by the finceré 


preaching of the word: and yet for one bitter word given by ys, the Prophets gave 
ten. This whole Prophecy of Hofea ismuch more Comminatory then Confolatory. 
God himfelf comes here with Wo unto them, Deftruttion ta them. Indeed by this 
patheticall exclamation, he declareth his affection toward them whom he threat- 
neth : and how little delight he cakes, either in their deftru€tion; or in fuch denun- 
, dations thereof: And fo muft Gods Minifters, 8c. Set ite sh, toed re, 
, Becanfe they have tranfgrefed againft me: | Thisisa new degree of their A- 
poftafie from God. Wicked men and deceivers grow worfe and worfe, and adde 
rebellion to fin. Asa ftone will fall down to come to its center, though it break ic 
felf in twenty pieces: fo will Apoftates, till chey come to their ow» place with }a- 
das : they ceafe not till chey become altogether filthy, P/al. 53.3. as the dug at his 
„vomit, or the fow in her flow, 2 Pet.2.32. It fareth with fuch as.in that cafe; 
Lev. 13.18,19,20. If aman had a bile healed, and it afterwards brak our, ic 
ı proved the plague of leprofie. beech aug he fae 
Though I bave redeemed them, get they have fpoken lies againft me,] All was 
done againft God, whence the word me, is fo often inculcated inthis and the next 
verfe. God is, asit were, a fufferer in all the finsof the fennes of men: and this 
is no {mall aggravation of the evil of fin, that it ftrikes at Gods face, lifts at his 
throne, makes to hisdifhononr Thos haff made me to ferve with thy finnes, an 
Wearied me with thine iniquities, Efay 43.23. And to fhew this to be fo, it was, 


that the offendour was confined to the city of refuge, during the High-pricfts life ; - 


as being the chief God on earth. Good David was very fenfible of this, and much 

humbled, when he faid, Againft thee, thee onely have i finned, Pfal. 51.14. The 
trefpaffe was againft Uriah, but the tranfgreffion againft God, fo gracious a God; 
and there fay the pinch of his grief: vig. the unkindneffe that was in his finne. 

Therefore alfo Mofes, in his fwan-like-fong, fets on this humbling confideration, 

Dent. 32. 6. De je thus requite the Lord, O foolifh people and unwife? Is not hee 

thy Father? and wilt thou kick againft his naked bowels ? haft no where elfe to 

hit him butthere? Again, Is not be thy Redeemer; that hath bought thee, and 

brought thee out of the iron furnace, where chou labouredft in the very fire, and 

waft wearied out with uniufferable fervitude 2, More, bath he not made thee, and 

Aloft thon rebell againft thy Maker,thy Mafter ? Or,hath he not made thee, that is,ex- 
alted thee: in which fence, he is faid to have made Mofesand Aaron; 1 Sars.12.6, 

that is, to have advanced them to that honour in his Church: and fo we fay, Such 

an one is made for ever. Laftly, hath he not eftablifoed thee, that thou mighteft 

abide in his grace, and remain unmoveable ? And doft thou yet evil requite bim,&c. 

To render good for evil, is Divine; good for good, is humane; evil for evil, 

is brutifh ; but evil for good, is devillifh., See how grievoufly God taketh it here. 

Though Ihave redeemed them, viz. out of the hands of their enemies in general, 

(See an ample proof hereof, Nehem. 9. and the whole book of ?#dges thorowout ) 

and in fpeciall, as a late particular mercy to Ephraim, I have delivered and profpe- 

red them in their warres, under Ievoboam the fonne of Iosh, 2 K ing. 14.27, and 

therefore they fhould have given me their good word at leaft, and fpoken good 

of my Name: yet They have fpoken lies againft me. Afcribing the glory of their 

deliverances to their Idols, or arrogating it to themfelves, or fathering their falfe 

` worfhip upon me as the Auchour, or at leaft, Abbettour thereof, by my prefent pro- 
{pering of them. See Jer. 7. 10. T a a 

Verfe 14. And they bave not cried unto me with their beart, | Hitherto hath 


Godw.Antiq. ' 
Heb.p.98. 


been faid what they had done: now what they had nor done. Omiffions are fins ` 


as wellas commiflions. Not /erving of God, not facrificing is condemned, Mal. 

, 3-18. Ecclef. 9.2. Not robbing onely, but the not relieving of the poor, was the 

rich mans ruine. Omiffion of diet breeds difeafes,and makes work for hell, or for 

the Phyfician of our fouls: It isthe character of a graceleffe man, that he calleth 

not upon God: And wee have too many of that profane Earl of Weftmorelands 

mind; who faid; that he needed not to pray at all, fos he had Tenants enow tò 
K ra 


Luke]16. 


Cand Elifal 


110 eAn Expofition on Cuapr.7, 
a 
pray for him.” Some wicked: pray ( fo asitis: indeed they Cant, or Charme, ra- 
wh. — therthen pray; E/ay 26.16 they powred forth a charme when thy chaftening was 
upon them ) but they pray'nor with- their heart. Their hearts are exercifed with 
covetoufneffe, 2 Per. 2. 14. atidinhabited by the devil, 4éfs 5.3. Simon Magus 
his heatt was not right with thé Lord, Aéts 8, 21. How could itbe, when it was in 
the gall of bitrerneffe, and bond of perdition, 23, as every unregenerate heart is > 
Hence though God be neer in their mouthes, yet he is far from their reins, fer, 
12. 2. and though they bonor bim a little with their lips, yet their heart is farre 
from him, A¢atth.15.8. A little artificiall breath they can give God ; and that’s 
all. The breath that comes from life is warm, (as that fromthe body ) whereas., 
artificiall breath is cold, asthat from bellows. The deeper and hallower the belly, 
of the Lute or Viollis, the pleafanter is the found: the flecter, the more grating 
and harfhin our cars. The voice which is made in the mouth, is nothing fo {weet 
as that which comes from the depth of the breaft, Ephef: 6.6. Do the willof God 
from the heart: ferve God inthe fpirit, Rom. 1. 9. Lift up hands and hearts to 
God in the heavens, "Lam. 3, 41. Lip-labour is but loft-labour, yea it is fin, Prov., 
15.8. Difpleafing fervice is double difhonour ; as diffembled fanctity is double 
iniquity. Thefe men cried , vociferabantur , voce ftentorea fonum edebant. They 
did fet uptheir note, yea they howled upon their beds, | whereupon they had cak 
them{elves, being fick, notof wantonneffe, as once Ahab was, but of want : which 
made them howl as dogs do, when tied up from their meat and hunger-bic: but 
were no more regarded then a dog that howleth, or then the Cuckow in Pane. For 
Fejeliln. why? They howled indeed to fome tune, (as they fay ) the Hebrew word hatha 
letter more then ordinary, to note asmuch. It was the Heathen fafhion to cry 
hideoufly to their gous: as alfo the Indians do at this day. Sodid thefe, becaufe 
kept fhort, and held to ftrait allowance. It is faid of the Ravens of Arabia, that 
when they are hungry, they fcreech horribly, Anda Parrot when he is beaten, 
Efay 66.3. Uetersan hoarfe and harfh voice, The fongs of the Temple feall be howlings in that 
7.003; day, Amos 8.3. Their facrifices as the essting off a dogs neck, which isnot done 
without much howling and yelling. 

They affemble themfelves, | fc. To make publike fupplication in their Idol- 
temples; called beds before, ( as fome conceive ) becaufe as corporall fornication is 
committed in beds, fo is {pirituall in thofe places of fuperftition. Here therefore 
they met; not ad ruminandum, ( asthe vulgar Latine ) to feed as beafts, nor to 
cut and lance themfelves as Baa/s priefts did, (as the Septuagint) and the Heathens 
in great afflictions, Dent. 14.1. But to how! for wheat, tor provender, for pro- 
Inops Senatus Vantias now the Papifts doin their facra Amburvalia: and as of old the Pagans did 
auxilijbumani in time of extream famine, or other publike calamity. But as the grafhopper hops 
ad Deos popl- not much above the earth: and as vapours exhaled and drawn up by the Sun, do 
pee eve. foon fall down again : fo do droflie and earthy heartsin prayers, they feldom rife 
nia delubra above corn and wine in their defires. Si ventribene, fi lateri, as Epicurus in Ho- 
implent,éyc, race. If the belly may be filled, the back fitted, their own turns ferved, it’s enough 
Liv. lib.3.  tothem, whofe belly is their God, and who mind earthly things onely. Which 

when they have once got, then they rebell againft me, ] they confume it upon their 
luft, James 4. 2. and fo fight againft God with his own weapons, as fehu did a- - 
ainft Peboram with his own men ; they abufe their ftore to his difhonour, like corm 
fed cattell they kick againft their mater; or as the young Mulet, that when fhee 
hath fuckt her fill kicks her damme : or as the wild-affe, rhat Sanffes up the Wind, 
and cannot be taken. Or fecondly, they rebell after they have affembled themfelvts, 
Jer.2. and made a fhew of no fmall devotion: when once the duty is over, they go totheir 
old courfes again, and undo all their prayers , as Jerem. 5. 3. asif now they had 
prayed, they had purchafed a Jicenfe co liveas they lift. Whereas duties fhould 
mightily ingage us againft fin ; and deliverances command obedience. 

Verfe 15. Though 1 have bound, and ftrengthened their arms, | Quum ego erudivty 
So Pagwine, Polanus, and others: when I taught them, or chaftened them, asverjé. 
12. and flrengthened their arms: there is no and in the Originall ; it isan Afyade- 
ton; to fhew that God had done both for them, together and at once: he had 
acted the part both of an Inftructour, and of a Chirurgion ; (like as Rev. 3. 18. 
he takes upon him the perfon both of a rich merchant, and a skilfull Poe ) 
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he had done all that could be done to do them good ; teaching their hands to war, 
and their fingers to fight, P/a/. 144. r. binding up their broken armes (See Ezek, 
30. 24.) and ftrengthning their feeble finewes, their hands that hung down, Heb. 
12.12. After | have fcourged them, I have re-eftablifhed them ; but what thanks 
for my labour ? what Minerval or pay for my pains? The worlds wages; fach as 7 
ı Hercules paid the Schoolmafter Linus, whom he knocke on the head : or as Agri- ee ced 5 
cola’s {cholars in Germany killed their mafter with their pen-knives ; or ag Phyfitians ore ke 
and Surgeons are many times paid by their penurious patients, of whom the Poet mortuus eff. 
wictily, Buchel. 
Tres medicas facies habet,anam quando rogatur; 
e-ingelicam,mox eff, cum juvat, ipfe Dens. 
Aff ubi,curato,pofeit Jua munera ; morbo, 
Horridus apparer rerribilifq; Satan. 


Owen: Epig?: 


yet dotheyinagine mifchief againft me, All goes againft God (See the note on 
verf. 13:) Here they imagine mifchief againit him, as before they /pake ties againff 
him, verf. 13. and acted rebellion againft him, verf. 14. Thus they fpake and did 
evii things as they could, 7e7.3.5. and the reafon ofall was, they imagined mifchief, 
cogitabant quafi ceagitabsnt,they weremen of wicked devices, Prev. 12.2. wholly 
made up of finful projects and purpofes: they plotted and plowed mifchief, and that 
againft God himfelf (which is horrible,) Dzvid thought much that his enemies 
fhouid machinate mifchiefagainft him, though but duft and afhes ; and threatnerh 
them fore for fo doing, P/a/.62. 3. How long will ye imagine mifchief againf? a 
man? Ye fali be fiin all of you ; asa bowing wall foall ye be, and as a tottering 
fence: he meaneth; ye fhall be furely and fuddenly ruined. What then will become 
of thofe Zam=smmims that imagine mifchiefe againft the Lord ? and fuch a Lord 
as hath bound and ftrengthened their armes, that had been broken by the encmies;. 
and fought their good every way, puniendo,muniendo, malis & bonis afficiende, Gre. 
If they had flipt into fome fmall offence againft him, of infirmity and at unawares; 
it had been nothing fo grievous: but to bufie their braines, and bend their wits 
and ftudies /cientes,votentes, & deliberato -x/ilio to plot and practife mifchief, or 
(asthe Septuagint render it) mifchiefes againft God, ( for every tranf{greffion and 
dsfobedience is contrary to his moft pure Nature, and facred Law, and fhall therefore 
receive a juft recompence of reward, Heb. 2. 2.) fo gracious a God, thisis deteftable 
ingratitude. This is, as if thofe in the Gofpel fhould have railed againft Chrift, for 
raifing them froin the dead : ic is like che macchleffe mifchievoufneffe of that mon- 
odd Michael Balbus, who that night that his Prince pardoned and releafed him; gat 
out and flew him. Omne peccatum ef? deicidinm, for although wicked men cannot 2%aras in 
reach God, yet they reach at him ; fhooting up their darts again{t heaven, (as the hnal: 
Thracians did once in a ftorm) and faying in effect as Caligula did to his Jupiter, Herodot: 
3 pe dydeg hége ce ! either kill me, or I will kill chee. Hamer, 
Verf. 16. They return but not to the moft High, | Gnal for Gnetion by contraction: 

as Jab for febovah,fo afterwards, Chap. 11: 7. and 2 Sam. 23.1. Return they do, 

or feem to do at leait (for it is their hypoerifie chat is here defcribed) but not to the 

moft High: to whom then? to idols, or humane helps, or any thing rather, and 

fooner, then to God. Jeka went farre in the work of Reformation, and made a 

great flaunt at firft, as if he would have done as much that way, as ever Pofiah did: 

But he and his people came not up to che height, turned not to the moft High God, 
honoured him not as a jaft and jealous God;that can endure no corrivals, They gave 

the half-turn, but recsrned not with all their hearts, Joel. 2.12, they turned from 
t weft to north, but nor from weft to eaft, to the full counterpoint, fetting their faces 

toward God, and having their backs towards their fins. They had haply a kind of 

velleity fome fhort-winded withes and wamblings, as I may fo fay, but it boyled not 

up to the full height of a refolution for God ; they made beleeve they would caft 

away their tranfgreflions, but it was but asthe mother makes her childe beleeve, 

that fhe wiil cait him to the puttock or into the water ; whenas fhe holds him faft 

enough, and means bim no hurt at all. Thefe faint eflayes of returning are not wor 

thy of the mott High ; he delighteth not to be dallied with, bur requireth the beft 

of the beft ; and that we fervehim like himfelf, chatis, after a godly fort, or worthy 

een a K2 i of 


ra mpeg: j 


~ An Expofition on Cuar. 8: 


112 Cuar.8. the Prophecie of Hofea. a 
a nuana a a a a ra a TT . = ¢ re . 
aios 7388 of God, as Saint John phrafeth ir, 3 Joh. 6. Thus if we do, we fhall be drawn up to former, and may feemto be one of the laft, becanfe God is fo abfolute in threatning, 


him, and have caufe to rejoyce in owr fublimity, or, in that we are exalted, Jam. 1.9, 


as if he meant to be refolute in punifhing ) thereis (as one faith ) pecs S l 
èrdia For indeed the moftHigh ftoopeth to thetrue convert(who confidering his diftance penarum ouvaðęoryðs an heaping together fae and P ager ar oy lad. 
Job.42.5.  repents andabhors himfelf in duft and afhes ) he dwelieth in the higheft heavensand , and the prophet is AEE ine 5 ae a AR fie atat aai 
loweft hearts, Efa,57. 17. which is elegantly fet forth by a mi sim yp. JP ete y p ee 
They are like a deceitful bow] a rotten bow ( though otherwife fair) when an it were now a doing. The trumpet g Fay ne at oe a tem (fo the Citas 
arrow is drawn to the head, breaks and deceives the archer. Or thus, when a man claim with a loud and clear voyce, as Lay 5 ; To a fale hata 
{hoots witha deceitful bow, though he level his eye and his arrow direĝly to the hath it here) {pare nor, that anes ay ay Pager shiner z f Been ae a 
mark,and thinks with himfelf to hit it; yer indeed the atrow,by reafon of his deceit- a trumpet, that all may hear a D ae nas P g There they had been before 
full bow goes a clean contrary way ; yea, and fometimes refle&s upon the archer founded, or the bels are rung. 5 Piara e i Ps = ice a ce 
himfelf ; femblably thefe falie Ifiaclites dealt with God. Their hearts were as the alarmed, here reminded in brief: len t ia airia E A KE Re 
bow, their purpofes and promifes to return as arrows 3the mark they aimed at con- in hafte ; he ee a ententias fe but pith p ies 3 
verfion; fo the which,they,in their afl i&ions looked with fo accurate and intent an neca Somewhere hath it, bro co Oth beak of ihe ae 4 ae ae Afjrian; 
eye,as though they would repent indeed;but their hearts deceived them as being un- he hall come as an Egle Ki ee ‘ie ef e dof him Eaha. ne 2 Much leffe the 
found:hence they ftarted afide like a deceitful bow, P/al. 78. $7. and the arrowes of not Nebuchadnezzar, moi a tkeis my he sf any ites T Ae ak hr 
their fair promifes and pretences vanifhed in the aire,as f{moak.Some take the words Romans (as Lyra interpreter A p iia x 3 5 sf Pilefir, and Salander i Fa aes 
in another fenfe, as if punifhment and difappointment were here threatned: but [ the Eagle was their Enfign ) af wy, i i il ah dante dance t os dy, tan .2 King.1$.19; 
beft like the former. Let us look to the fecret warpings cf ouz hearts, and,fecing we againft the ten Tribesasan Eagle, to wafte, eins i P i A fovifeelt of pre 3» 
are Gods bow, Zach.9.13. letus notbe deceitful óc. petuoufly, irrefiftibly : as Jerem. 4. 19. nS ag ie the oe oo sibs ce Parag 
Their princes fhal fall by the fword for the rage of their tongue, | and the people birds, and fearethno obflacle, cither from other fowl, eae Ea Ce before js Piinlib.10.3. 
with them ; for princes fail not alone, as we have feen in out late wars, wherein Plinse affirmeth. Ne sce rd is not ead ae tear Sache pies 
Lords and Lofels fel together not a few at Newbury-fight efpecially Kie Eruda, notzd ) but toa Lion with Fag EA i . ee te Bic relret 
the /Word deveureth one as well as the other, 2 Sam.11.25. God hangs up the heads that march with incredible di tnei R An aa È pek fron farce, ondeci 
Tbrafonice an- of the people as it were in gibbets, Num. 25.4., their greatneffe cannot bear Deut. 28.49. The Lord hall bring a Nation ag E 
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them out, nor their life-guards defend them, for the deteftation of their tongue (fo 
fome read this text) for the hatred that God beareth to them for their blafphemies 
and great {welling words of vanity, uttered againft him, his people, and his ordi- 
nances. With our tongue, fay they, we rill prevaile, our lips areour own: who is 
Lord over us? Lothisand worfe is the rage of their tongue: as his, that faid he 
would net leave one Lutheran in his dominions : another, that he wold ride his | 
horfe up tothe faddle in the blood of the Lutherans: a third, that he would fend 
them all to dine with the devil, &c. God will cnt off the Spirit of tuch ourragious 
Princes. They foall fall by the fward, they foall be a portion for foxes, Pfal. 63.10, 
and a derifion tothe Egyptians, 

this fall be their devifion in the land of Egypt, ] their confederates in whom they 
trufted; and upon whofe help bearing themfelvcs over-bold, they had fpoken lofti- 
ly, fetting their mouthes againft heaven, and their tongues walked thorow. the 
earth, P/-73,.9.Lo, thefe fhould not onely faile them but jear them; not onely not 
fuccour them, but {Corn them ; as the Monarch of Aforocco did our King John, that 
fent to him for help in theBarons wars.He grew into fuch diflike of our king (faith 
the ftory) that ever after he abhorred the mention of him.Neither met he with bet- 
ter entertainment from the Pope, to whom he bafely fubmitted and furrendred his 
kingdome. Itis better to tuft in the Lord, then to put confidence in Princes, For, 
Deoconfifi nunqnam confufi, they that truft in the Lord fhall never be afhamed. 


CHAP. VIIL 


Verf. 1. Q Et the trumpet to thy mouth, J] Heb. The trumpet tothy palate. A hafty exe 

preffion, an abrupt and imperfe@ fpcech, common with fuch asare mo- 
ved with paffions, of anger, grief or fear, as Chap.5.8. after thee O Benjamin. God, 
though not fubjeé to fuch perturbations, Jam. 1. 17, yet hereand clfewhere utters 
him{elf in this fort ; to fet forth the nearneffe of the peoples danger by the enemies 
approach : and the neceffity of their return to him by true repentance, for the di- 
verfion of his difpleafure.  Breakoff thy finnes by rig hteou{neffe, faith the Prophet to 
Nebuchadnezzar ; be abrupt inthe work, cut the cartropes of vamty, if it may be 
a lengthning of thy tranquillity, Dan. 427+ Take the bark from the tree, and the 
fap can never find the way tothe boughes: get fin remitted, and punifhment fhall 
be removed, In this fermon of the Prophet (which is much fharper then the 


former 


of the earth, as {wiftasthe Eagle flicth to which Text the Prophet here feemeth 
toallude ; as indeed all the shea = a eet upon AZefes, and draw out 
rras, which was folded together by him before, . — 
H houfe of the Lord.) that E the houte of irael, called Gods konfe, 
Numb, 12.7. Heb. 3. 5. and Gods land, Hof. 9. 3. 15. and their Common-wealth 
is by Io/ephus called a Theocrasie. And although they were now become Apoftates, 
yet they gloried no leffe then before, tobe of the ftock of Abraham, and of the .. 
family of faith : like as che Turks call themfelveés at this day, n/ulmans, that is, the 
true and right beleevers; efpecially after they are circumcifed, which is hot done 
till they be paft ten yeers of age; following the example of Ifmacl, whom they 
imitate, and honour as their Progenitour: alledging that Abraham lovedhim , and 
not Ifaac, and that ic was Ifmael whom Abraham would have facrificed. ae 
becanfethey have tran/greffed my Covenant, and tre/paffed ] Sin is the mother of 
mifery : and the great Makebate betwixt God and his creature. It moves him when 
we ask bread and fifh to feed us ( as verfe 2, ) to anfwer us witha ftone to bruife us, 
ora ferpentto biteus. The fin of this people wasthe more hairtous, becaufe they 
were covenanters, and confederate with God. It was his covenant that was in their 
fleth,Gen, 17. 13. and he had betrothed them to himfelf, and betrofted them with 
his Oracles. but they /ike men, tranfgreffed the covenant, and dealt treacheroufly 
againft him, Chap. 6. 7. ( See the Note there. ) they performed not the ftipulation 
of a good confcience toward God. 


they tre[peffed againft bis law. j As ifit had not been koly, and juf, and good, pre= Rom, 7. 


cious, perfect, and profitable ; grounded upon fo much good reafon, that if God 
had noe oadd T, yetit bal been beft for us to have practifed it, E/ay 48.47% 
I am the Lord that teacheth thee to profit,&c O that thou hadft hearkened to my 
commandements ! &c: q.d. It is for thy profit and not for mine own, that I have 
given theca law to live by, But they have tre[paffed, or prevaricaied : and this, out — 
of pride and malice, as the word fignifieth ; and as before he had oft convinced them 
of many particulars, and more will do: therefore are they juftly punifhed- sds 
Verfe2. Ifrael foall crie unto me, | Tt is their courte and cuftome to do fo: they 
will needs do it though I take no delight init. Hypoccific is impudent, as chap.5.6. 


and Ier. 3. 4,5- No nay, Butit will defpite God with feeming honour ; and pre- - - - 


fent him with a ludibrions devotion. Ifrael, though revolted and degenetated into 

Texreel, chap- 1. foallcrie, yea cry aloud, vociferabuntur, cry till they are hoarfe, 

as cricrs do: and anto me, but not withtheir heart, chap. 7. 14. Itis bat clansor iit 
K 3 
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fide fatuxs, an empty ring, tbat God regards nor. For, zot every one’that faith un- the Philiftines were upon him, and God had forfaken him. ae on ee 
to him, Lord, Lord, &c Adat.7.21. Many leane upon the Lord and fay, Is not the Verfe 4. They have fet up kings, hut not by me, œc. ] The Septuagint and vul- ,; 
Lord among ft us ? none evil an come nato us, Afic.3.11 who yet fhall hear, Difcedite, ar Latine render it, They have reigned to themfelves : \ike as St. Paul telleth the, & 
Avaunt ye workers of iniquity: | know you not. Wo then to all profligate profeffors, ean hty Corinthians, who, carried aloft by their waxen wings, domineered and - 
carnall Gofpellers : their prayers fhall not profit them, neither fhall they be a bur~ defiled others, ye have reigned as kings without us, Œc. 1 Cor. 4+8. But our rea- 
ton the better for their loud cries tothe moft High, (?ro.1.28. and odious fawnings, ding is according tothe Originall: and fo they are charged with a double defecti- 
My God, we know thee, | When their hearts are far from him. Of fach preten- on: the one Civil, from the houfe of David, they have fet up kings; Gc. che other 
ders to him and his truth, it is chat the Apoftle {peaketh, Tit. 1.16. They profeffe. Ecclefiafticall, from the fincere fervice of God, they had made them idols: For the 
that they know God, ( which yet God denies, Hof 4.1. & 5-4. ) but in works they firft, it was not their fault to fetup kings; but to dott without God; without his ; 
deny him: being abominable, and difobedient, and to every good work reprobate. licence „and approbation. They took counfel, but not of God : they covered witha 
To come and call God Father, the gwide of our youth, and then to fall to finne, this covering, but noc of his fpirit, that they might adde fin to fin, Efay 30.1. They 


is to do as evil as we can: We cannot eafily do worle, fer. 3.4, 5. Tocty, The went headlong to work, in fetting up feroboam the fon of Nebat, For although 
Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord : and then to Steal, murther, and com- the thing were done by the determinare counfell and foreknowledge of God; as was 


mit adultery, &c. chis is painted hypocrifie, Jer. 7. 4, 9. when men fhall cake fan- ` likewife Chrifts crucifixion, A&s 2.23. (See i Kiag. 11. 31,17. and Chap.12.15;. 
Guary, and think to fave themfelves fromdanger by a form of godlineffe (as the 24.) yet becaufe the people were led by their own pride and ambition to chufe a new 
Jews fable that Og king of Bafhan efcaped in the flood by riding aftride upon they king, without either asking Gods cenfent, or eyeing his decree, they did it rafhly; 
Ark ) when they are perfect ftrangers to the power of it, thisis to haften and heap and feditioufly ; neithey aimed they at any ching elfe,but at the eafing of their bur- 
‘upwrath, Job 36.13. Religion, as it is the belt armour, fo the worft cloak: and dens, and drawing tothemfelves the wealth of the kingdome. As for Jeroboam, it, 
will ferve hypocrites as the difguife Ahab. put on, and perifhed. Caftadio maketh is before noted, that although he had it cleared to him, that Gods will was he fhould 
this laft claufe to be the fpeech of the bleffed Trinity, We know thee O Ifracl: qud, © be king over the ten Tribes, yet becaufe it wasa will of Gods decree; not of his 
Though thou collogue and cry, Ay God: yet we know thine hypocrifie and the command, as of a.duty to be done by him ; and becaufe he did not as David, who, 


naughtineffe of thy heart. But the former fence is becter, though the placing of 
the word J/raed in the end of the ver{e, feemito favour this: for thus it runs in the 
Hebrew, Tome they Johallo J» My God, we know thee, Ifrael. 


when he had the promife of the kingdome, ( yea was anointed king ) yet invaded, 
not the kingdom, but waited till he was lawfully exalted thereunto by God : there- 
fore paffeth he for an ufurper. And the people are here worthily reprehended, fith 


Verfe 3. Ifrael hath cujt off the thing that is good, | Heb. The Good: as firft, whatfoever is not of faith is fin: and itis obedience when men obey a Divine pre- 
the good God, who is good originall, univerfall, All-fufficient; and fatisfactory, t cept; but notever, when they follow a Divine inftind. Sea 
proportionable and fitting to our foul. He both z good, and doth good. Pfal iig. they have made princes, cc. ] Some render it; They have removed Princes, (aS R, Sal, Jirki: 
68. and that both naturally, abundantly, freely, and conftantly. Good thos wt, if in the word Hafiru Sin were put for Samech) they have taken liberty to make and 
O Lord, and ready to forgive, faith David, Pfal.86.5. And the Good Lord be m:i- l unmake Princes at their pleafure: as the Roman Army did Emperours: and as 
eChron.z0, cifull, &c. faith Hezekiah in his prayer forthe people. To {peak proper ly, theve that potent Earl of Warwick, in Henry the fixths time, who is faid to have carried 
% none good but Ged, faith our Saviour, Aart. 19. 17. but Ifrael caft him, or rather a king in his pocket. But becaufe the former reading is confirmed by the Chaldee 
Afectengaalt? kickt him off ( procul à /e-rejecit ) as the word fignifieth: So do all groffe hypo. Paraphrafe, and the fence is agreeable to what went before: neither read we of 
vipuli, crites: they arerank Atheifts, practicall Acheifts though profeflionall Chriftians.. any kings of Ifrael depofed by the people; we retainit asthe better. — ee ( 
Secondly, they reject Chrift as a Soveraigne, though they could be concent to have Of their filver and their gold have they made them idols, } Of the guts and gar- Gnarfabji 
bim, as a Saviour: they fend meffages after him, faying, We will not have this bage of the earth had they made them terricula , fray-bugs, or moleftations : zer- "fa 
man to rule over us: they will not Submit to the lawes of his kingdom, nor receive rorem enim © triftitiam duntaxat afferunt [nis cultoribus, for they caufe terrour and Polan 
him in all his offices, and efficacies: they are Chriftteffe creatures, as without God, heavineffe onely to thofe that worfhip them. Their forrow fhall be multiplied thar “°"™ 
fo without Chrift in the world. Thirdly, hypocrites reje& the Sood Spirit of Ged, haften after another God, Pfal. 16.4. The Greek Churches, for inftance; fo {er up- 
C as David calleth him, Pfat. 143. 10.) the fruit whereof č s» all Sovdneffe, and on Image-worfhip ; and therefore now fubjected to the Turkith tyranny: a type 
vighteon{neffe, and truth, Ephef.s.9. When God ftriveth with them by his good whereof were thefe ten Tribes carried captive by the Affyrian, without any return. 
Spirit (as Neh. 9.20.) they, by yeelding to Satans fuggeftions, grieve that holy Idols are called griefs, or forrows, faith Peter Martyr; becaufe they torment the 
Spirit, and by grieving refift him, and by. refifting quench him, and by quenching - minde; and trouble the confcience ; neither can they quiet or pacifieit: fothac | 
malicioufly oppofe him, and offer defpite unto him ; and fo caft themfelves into rhe Idolaters muft needs be alwayes in doubt and defpair; as Papifts are, whofe whole Com. in x 
punifhing hands of the living God, Heb, 10. 29, 31. Laftly, they caft off the religion is a doctrine of defperation. Their penances and pilgrimages tofuch or 5431.9: 
good Word, and true Worfhip of God : thofe right judgements, true lawes, good fuch an !doll, might ftill their con{ciences for a while: but this was a truce rather 
Statutes, ana Commandements, Neh. 9. 13, they put the promifes from them, and then a peace: a palliate cure, which would not hold Jong; 4 corrupting of the 
judge themfelves unworthy of everlafting life, Aés 13.46. they hate in{trucion, fergeant, but not compounding with the Creditour. `.. Bs E aN a 
and caft Gods words behind them, Pf«/. 50,17. In aword, kee bath left off to bee that they may be cut eff. | Not their filver and gold, the matter, of their idols, 
Wifey and todo good: hee fettethbimfilf ina way th.t ts not good: bec ubhorreth not as fome fence it ; but the whole nation, Princes and people together. Idolatry is a 
evil, Pfal. 36.3.4. The words may be read thus, The good (God) hath rejected God-provoking, and a land-defolating finne, as in this Prophecy. , Often itis 
Ifrael; the enemy thall purfue him: according to that in the Pfalme, God hath for- not fo much the enemies fword as the fin of idolatry that deftroyeth cities and king, 
faken him, perfecure and take him, for there ss none to deliver him, Pfal. 71.11. doms, through the juftice and jealoufieof Almighty God. ie es Deen 
Sure it is, that the Lord is with us, while we are with him: and if we feek him, lie Verfe. 5. Thy calf, O Samaria, bath caft thee off, | Thatis, it can do thee.1q 
will be found of us. Buc if we forfake him, he will forfakeus. And if he forfakeus, Read, nor deliver thee from thedeftroyer. Be ner afraid of fuch mawmets ¢ faith, BIG T 
Wo be to us, chap. 9. 12. we are in danger to be caught up by every paltry enemy, Jeremy ) for they cannot do evil, neither alfo is it in them.to do good, chap. 10,5. they 8" >o 
E 15.2. 23, Young Lapwings areto be fnatcht up by every buzzard. If Ifrael caft away the can neither hurt; nor help: for an idoll is nothing in the world, 1 Cor. 8: 4. nothing 
Chron.ts. thing that is good, what marvell if evil hunt him to overthrow him, P/al. 140.11. but a meer fiction: it hath no god-head, or power divine in it felf, as the following 
and if he find him(felf in all evilin che midft of the Congregation, and the affembly, words fhew, that there zs none other God but oxe. How then can help be reafonably 
Prov.5.14. Hence Casns fear, when caft out by God ; and Sas/s complaint, that expected fromit? Ifrael had caft off the ching that is good, for calf-worfhip, ver.3. 
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therefore is he worthily caft off by his calf, called here Samaria’s calf, or calves, 
becaufe that was the chief City, the Palace of the King, and is therefore put for 
the whole Province: and their idols called a calf, by way of contempt, as the 
brazen-ferpent is called Nehufotan, or a piece of braffe when agce it was Idolized. 
See how Rabfhakeh infults over thofe Heathen-deities, 2 K ing. 18. 33, 34535. and 
bla{phemoufly applieth it to the God of Ifrael, who never cafteth off his faithfull 
fervants: but is with them in trouble, to deliver them, and honour them, P/é/.or. 
15. Surely the Lord will not caft off his faithfull people, neither will he forfake 
his inheritance, Pfal. 94. 14; Behold, God will not caft away a perfet man, fob 8. 
20. But though he saufe grief, yet he will have compaffion according to the malti 
tude of his mercies, Lam. 3. 31, 32. fome reads it thus, Thy calf, O Samaria, hath 
been carried alway intoa far countrey, namely into Affyria: as the idols of the na— 
tions which were overcome, were carried away captive in triumph by the Conque- 
rours. See Hof. 10. 6. 

_ Mine anger is kindled againft them, | God is faid to be angry againft idolaters, 
becaufe he doth that which an angry man ufeth todo, viz. 1. chide, 2. fight; fee 
the fecond commandement in the fan@ion of it, and tremble at Gods difpleafure, 
which when once kindled, and comes into his face, or, noftrils (as here ) it burneth 
to the loweft hell, confumeth the earth with her increafe and fets on fire the foun- 
dations of the mountains, Devt. 32.22.. It is ill angring him that is the Aucienr of 
dayes, and a confuming fire. The Jewesufe to fay to this day, that there is no pu- 
nifhment befalleth them, in which there is not an ounce of Aarons golden calf. 

How long will it be ere they attain to innocencie ? J Quoufque non poterunt inno» 
centiam ? a forcible ellipfis: as if God were fo vexed, that he could not fully utter- 
himfelf, nor at ail {peak to Samaria ashe had begun, but turn his difcourfe to o- 
thers, faying, How long will they not be cleanfed ? or, not abide innocency ? By which 


powerfull expreffion three things are intimated. Firft, that thefe Iraelices were - 


refraCtarie and defperate : notonely unclean, but enemies to innocency, fuch as 
could not abide it: they were inveterate, and incurable, their difeafes ingrained and 
not eafily ftirred by any potion. Secondly, that God is moft patient, who though 
he thinks over-long of the time that men continue in their evil courfes, and therefore 
cries, Quor/que,How long, &c. and when will it once be ? yet bears wich their evil 
manners, and inviteth them to better. Thirdly, that he will at length break off his 
Patience, and proceed to punifhment,fith there is no other remedy, 2 Chron. 34.16, 
Prov, 29. 1. 

Compenfet longas ut gravitate moras. 


Verfe 6. For from Ifrael was it alfo,"| There is an Emphafis in Alfo, andicis 
as ifthe Prophet fhould fay, This calfe of Samaria is no leffe from Mrael, and came 
out'of his fhop or device, then that of old fet up by them in the wilderneffe. Ifrael 
then brought a calf out of Egypt, Jeroboam brought two ; and Ifrael hath received 
them, and are much taken with them: fo that they cannot attain to innocencie, ( as 
àt is in the former vezfe ) fo far they are engaged, and fo faft joyned to idols, that 
they cannot get off: there is fo much of Seif in it: itwasthe barn of their own 
brain ; and hence fo over-admired, fo clafped and hugged, with the Ape, &c. or 
rather, as Cleopatra hugged her Vipers that fucked her blood, and took away her 
life ; {0 did they their own inventions, though fairly warned of the danger, verfe 3, 
4,5. Lo this was I/rae/, chat ated thus madly. Ifrael that was wont to laugh at, 
or pity other Nations for their Idolomany, for worfhipping the works of their own 
hands, for going a whoring after their own inventions, for changing the glory of 
the incorruptible God, into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and four-footed beafts, and creeping things: As in Lap-land, the people worfhip 
that all day fora god, whatfoever they fee firft in the morning. Now thata calf- 
worfhip fhould be found in 4/rae/, and not onely fo, but found out by J/rael ; who 


was herein worfe then Egypt: for that the Egyptians worthipped a living Oxof , 


Gods making ; but Ifrael, a dead calf of their own making: fuch fots they were 
grown, and fo thwart to the very principles of reafon. 

the workman made it, | who confefledly is no God, therefore it is not God, J for 

no Man can give that divinity to another, which himfelf hath not. Nay itis oe 

that 


Cuap.8. : 


Cuar.8. the Propbecie of Hofa: 
‘that God himfelf by his infinite power cannot make any thing to be a God to us: 
He cannot do this I fay : like as he cannot lie, he cannot die, he cannot deny hima 
felf, &c. fo he cannot raife a created excellency to that height, as to be a God tous, 
How vile then is the Voluptuary, that maketh his belly his god? the Mammonift; 
that maketh his gold his god ? the Ambitionift, that maketh his honour his god 2 
How abominable the Maffe-monger, that maketh his god, and eateth him when he 
hath done? This made e4vervees the Mahometan crie out; Quoniam Chriftiani 
| Deum fuum manducant, fit anima mea cum Philofophis, that is, Forafmuch as Chrifti- 


uy 


ans do eat their God, let my foul be rather with the fouls of the Philofophers. 


Thofe Pfeudo-chriftians the Papifts, ftick not to call the confecrated Hoft, cheir 
God and Lord: and Harding (that fottifh Apoftate, for he was once a zealous 
Preacher againft Popery,and wifhed that he had a voice as loud as the bels of Ofeney, 
to cry ic down ) in his difputation againft Ped, isnot afhamed to defend it. And 
yet we all know that that Hoft or Sacrament, as they call it, of the Altar, isthe 


Artic. ar. 


work of the Baker, therefore it is no God, neither Lord nor God. (whatfoever our . 


Lord God the Pope fay to the contrary ) Which yet further appeareth, in that (as 
the calf of Samaria here ) it may bee broken in pieces, or to fivers, ( which 
word of ours feemeth to come from the Hebrew /rebharim here ufed ) yea ground 
to powder, as was the molten calf in the wilderneffe, whereto the Prophet may well 
hereallude. Is nort their breaden-god broaken by the Prieft into three bits? Is itnot 
chawed with his teeth ? May it not be gnawed by mice, become meat for worms, 
&c? Murefcit, purrefcit, G corrumpitur: all which things the Papifts themfelves 
confeffe may befall cheir god, which is therefore no god, or nomine tantum & non 
numine dem, a nominall god onely. And the like we may fay of images, and re- 
liques ( fuch as is at Genna; che tail of that Affe, whereon Chrift rode into Jetufa- 
Jem} thefe and other monuments of idolatry may, nay they onght to be broken, 
burnt, and utterly abolifhed, Exod. 34.13. Deut. 7. 5. Ezek.. 20. 7. as (bleffed 
be God ) they are lately amongít us, by our Worthies in Parliament: to whom 
perhaps, for that and the like good fervices, we attributed but too much, we even 
idolized them: and the king of Sweden (that bright Northern-ftarre) a little before 
his deceafe, being in difcourfe with Dr. Fabricius his Chaplain, he told him, that 
he thought God would ere long take him away, becaufe the people did fo overvalue 
and deifie him. 

Verfe 7. For they have fown the winde, and fhal neap the whirl-winde : ] To pwe 
the winde is to labour in vain, as Ecclef. 5.16.:to:labpur for the winde, and Prov. 
IX.29. to poffeffe the Winde, to feed on the wine, Hofi 12.1. and to be eaten ap 
of the winde, fer. 22.22. The Greeks expreffe the fame by hunting after, and huf- 
banding the winde. The winde we know maketh a mighty buftle, as if it were fome 

i great bufineffe, folid and ftable : but prefently it blowes over,and comes to nothin g- 


r Or if ic get, as feed, into the bofome of the earth, either it breeds an earth-quake, 


or at leaft arifeth ina whirl-winde, which blowes duft into the eyes, and once at 
leaft buried a confiderable Army in the Lybian fands. Solomon faith, He that fiw- 
eth iniquity, foall reap vanity, Pro.22.8, But our Prophet here, faith more: He that 
foweth the wiude of iniquity, fhall reap the terrible tempeft of unconceiveable mi- 
fery. By the baft of God he foal perifo, and by the breath of his noftrils he Pall be 
confumed, fob 4.8,9. Asthe beginnings of I dolatry,hypocrifie,vain-glory, carnall 
policy, &c. are empty and unhappy, (it is but the fowing of blafted corne, asthe 
Septuagint here hath ic, feed corrupted by the winde ) fo the end thereof is very fad 
and difmall. The word here rendred, the whirl-winde, hath a fyllable in it more 
then ordinary, to note ( faith Tremellins ) the fearfulneffe of the divine vengeance, 
that will befall he forementioned : and efpecially at death, when they are entring 
upon eternity. Oh what a dreadfull fhrick gives the guilty foul at death, to feeit 
felf launching into an infinite Ocean of fealding lead, and muft fwim naked init 
for ever: not having the leaft cold blait of that winde it fowed all its life long to 
coolit; but rather to adde toits torment! Then will God {peak to fuch, as once he 
did to 70d out of a whirl-winde, but after another manner ; Go tonow ye forma- 
lifts, falfe-worthippers, triflers, troublers of Ifrael: yethat have been meer mutes, 
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and ciphers, muilities inthe world, fuperfluities in the earth, or worfe then allthis: . 


Go to now, I fay, Weep and howl for the miferies that are come npon you. Te have 
lived 
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lived in pleafure on the earth, and been wanton: ye have nonrifoed your hearts as in a = 

day of flaughter. But now, az end ts come, 1s come; an evil, an onely evil, with- 
out mixture of mercy, forrow without fi:ccour , mifchief without meafire tor- 
ments, without hope of ever cither mending or ending, are the portion of your cup: 


poena - - 
reijciulurs, abjectsm, a veffell. chat is for the carrying up and down of excrements ; fo 
fhail ifrael be employed by Gentiles, in bafe and contemptible offices : as they were 


by the Babylonians, Jer- 51.34. yea Iekojakim himfelf ( though a King ) was no 


the dregs of thar cup of mine muft you now drink off, that hath eternity co the bor better ufed, /er. 22. 48. and Moab, that haughty nation, Jer. 48. 38. In which 

tome. O lamentable ! Oh did but men forethink what would be the end of in. fence, Moab fali be my wafipor, faith David, Pfal. 6o. 10. thatis, brought into 

they durft not bur be innocent. Oh let that terrible tempeft at death bec timely molt abject flavery ; as your {cullions or fcavengers: they fhall Zie among the pors, 

thought on and prevented, fob 27. 20, 21,&c. Terrosrs take hold of bim as eee, A. Pal, 68.13. noi onely to make pots, for the king of Babylonsufe, ( as thofe fer- 

« tempeft flealeth him away inthe night. The Eaft-winde carrieth him away, aad bee vile fouls, the bafe brood of their degenerated forefathers, 1 Chron. 4.23.) but al- ee 

departeth, and as a ftorm byrleth him out of his place. For God fhall caft upon bim aad fo to hold pots, or empty pots and veffels of difhonour; that they might know a À 

not fpare : he would fain flee ont of bis hand, cc. i ; difference betwixt Gods fervice ( which is all clean and fair work, fit for a vefe of 2Tim.2.21. 
It hath no fialk: the bud fall yeeld no meal: | Nihil habet fertilitatis firmitatif- honour, an elect veffell, eleit und precious, fanctified and fit for the maffers ufe ) 


que, as Ruffinus expoundeth it ; It hath no firmneffe or fruitfulnefle: the winde of and the fervice of their enemies, bafe and beaftly ; fuch asis beneath the excellency 
wickedneffe that thou haft fown, che blafted corn that thou haft committed to the ‘of an ingenuous man : fuch as the Turks at this day put the Jews to ; and the Spani- 
earth, will yeeld thee nothing but loffe, and difappointment. A blade there ma ards the poor Indians. 
be, but nota ftalk: orifa ftalk, yet nota bud: orif abud yet it fhall bee ni a Verfe 9. For ticy ave gone up to Affyria, a wilde affe alone by himfelf, | This was 
i the bud : it fhall yeeld no meal, but onely duft and chaff: or if it cometo the e that that moft moved the Lord to denounce and determine hard and heavy things 
j yet firangers fhall fwallow it up, fo that you fhall bee never the better for it: againft Ifracl, chey bad fufpicious thoughts of God, asif he either could not, or 
but after that ye have fown the winde of iniquity, ye fhall reap the whirl-winde of would not do for them, and help them out, as the Affyrian (though an enemy ) 
mifery, maledsttionem omnimodam, curfes of all kindes, which God hath hane’d a would. This prank of theirs, God uttereth here with as great indignation, and 
i the heels of your idolatry, a pernicious evil, ( whatever thofe fuperftitious /bee: diflike, as old Jacob did his fonne. Rezbızs inceft, when he iaid, He went up tomy 
i finners bragg’d tothe contrary, ter. 44.17.) Orif they flourifh for a feafon, and conch, The Lord isas jealous of his glory as any man can be of his wife: neither 
have hopesof a large crop: yet God will curfe their bleflings, and fruftrate their will he givcitto another, Efay 42. 8. he admits not of any corrivall in heaven or 
fair hopes, P/al. 37.2. as he dealt by thatrich wretch mentioned by Mr. Boroughs earth, as Poriphars wife was lis own peculiar. Now God is no way more glorified 
in his Comment on the fecond Chapter of this Prophefie, pag. 379. Ihad fae by us, then when we put our cruft in his love and faithfulneffe, and expect from him 
information, faith he, from a Reverend Minifter, that in his own Towa there ie * fafety here, and falvation hereafter. for in fo doing, we fet him up for our king, 
worldling, who had a great crop of corn. A good honeft neighbour of his walking Izdg. 9. 15. and put the crown royall upon his head, Caat. 3.11. As in doing 
by hiscorn faid, Neighbour, you havea very fine crop of corn, if God bleffe ie) *otherwife, we turn his glory into fhame, loving vanity, fecking after leafing. Hence Pfal.g.2. 
yea, faith he, I will havea good crop: fpeaking contemptuoufly. And before he that angry expoftulation, /er.2. 36, Why gaddeft thos about fo mach to change thy 
could come to get it into the barn, it was blafted, that the corn of the whole cro way ? How doftthink to mend thy felf, by running to the creature; asif there were 
was not worth fix pence. P no God in Ifrael ? thon alfo fhalt be afbamed of Egypt, as thou waft afbamed of Af- 
FerfeB. Ifrael is fwallowed up, | Not their meal onely, as verfe 7. but themfelves fyria: Yea thou fhalt go forth from him, and thine bands npon thine head ( after the 
alfo are devoured by thofe workers of iniquity, that eat up Gods people as they eat manner of mourners, 2 Sam. 13.19. ) forthe Lord hath rejetted thy confidences, and 
bread, Pfal. 14.4. Perfecutcurs are men-eaters, more cruel then thofe American thos [halt not profper in them. ; 
Canibals, that devour men peece-meal : they make but a breakfaft of Gods Jonie ' a wiide affe alone by bimfelf : } Foolifh and fierce above meafure, untameable and 
as Senacherib meant to do of Lerafatem ; and the Powder-papifts of Fahad te untractable : loving to be alone, and fo becomes a prey to the lion, as faith Siracs- Lib.8, cap.4o, 
at had not been the Lord who Was on our fide, when men rofe up againft ns Then the des, chap. 13. verfe 21. Pliny fpeaketh much of the wilde affe, and his properties : 
had fwallowed us up quick , when their wrath was kindled againft us Bet bleffed k and Interpreters on this Text, bring many reafons why Ifrael is compared to him. 
God, Who bath not given us as a prey to their teeth Pfal. 124. 2, 3 6. Letus kee us Ifrael isas ftupid, and as mad as the wilde affe, faith Lyra. He is all for himfelf, 
out of the clawes and clutches of that old man-flayer who night and day weallerh faith Junins : he cafteth off Gods yoak, faith Tremelléns: he isa contemptible crea- 
— about ( in a circular motion ) that he may rake us at advantage feeking a hee ture, faith Kimchi: he walks where he lifts, as matterleffe, faith the Chaldee: hee 
wre, may {wallow down his wide guller, which he hath even made red with the blood of feeketh water in the wilderneffe, but hardly findeth it, fo doth Ifrael help of the 
wFet.58. Gals, and is therefore happly, called the great red-Dr agen, Rev. 12.3. that hath cruell enemies, and hath it not, faith Oecolampadins: he taketh a great deal of pains 
feven heads to plot, and ten horns to pufh men into the fin of idolatry, ind rhereb for his belly, faith Mercer: he cannot be tamed and made ferviceable, faith Ge/ner. 
into hell. Solong as Ifrael was bolineffe tothe Lord, and the firft-fruits of bis id He is left alone by God to be carried captive by the Affyrian, faith Ribera. The 
all that devoured bim found that they offended : for evil came upon them, ler. 2 bid Scripture defcribeth the nature of this creature in many places, Ge, 16.12. Iob 6.5, 
Jade. $5 they could no more difgeft him, then the Whale did lonah: a per pices fee & 11.12. & 24, §- & 39. 8. Pfal. 104, 11, Efay 32. L4. Jer.2.23. & 14. 6, 
of poyfon he was to all the people round about, Zech. 12.2. See the Note there, But, Dan, 5.21. f e af a. 
when he offended in Baal, he died: when he chofè new gods then was warre in tha sares Ephraim hath hired lovers. ] This is the fecond fimilitude, taken from a moft libi- 
when'they made leagues with idolaters, then were they even {wallowed up b Tem: dinous harlot. See the like bafeneffe in Judah, Ezek. 16,33. They were fo mad 
as were likewife the Greek and Latine Churches, by the Eaftern and W ee ‘Anti: upon their idols, and creature-confidences, that they were at no fmall charge for 
chrift, thofe crooked Leviathans, thofe dragons in the fta, as the Egyptian. and AF- them: they lavifhed money out of the bag: and laid on, as if they fhould never fee Jer. 5.38. 
fyrian are called, Efay 27.1. i eypnan, an end of their wealth. ae fent oie gifts ane ee of money 2 Se 
now fhall they be among the Gentiles f ‘ : hay ans and Egyptians ; and leaned upon them as their champions: they hired loves, 
bafely fought, ada carly bough. It sa whole roui fg asco 2 ay hos as the Kebr. here hath it. But love as it cannot well be counterfeited, (a man may 
16. that they fbowld be a derifion in the land of Egypt. See the Nore Pio have paint fire, but he cannot paint heat) fo it cannot at all be hired or purchafed. Thole 
Egyptians deride us, and that for fin, is an heavy judgement. So kére to hed that go about it fhall finde loathing for love, and be fcorned of thofe mercenaries, 
dained and vilified by fuch, as an old broken veffell, fit for none bút uh d anes. which are feldome cither fatisfied, or fure. 


ss a velfell wherein ts no plenfure. | No delight or a Ferfe 10. Yea, though they bave hired among the nations The uncircumcifed ; 
plenfure. ] eligat or complacency ; was le ftrangers to the promifes, and aliens from the common-wealth of Ifrael : sad 
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fhould fo far diftruft God, and debafe themfelves, as to feek help of fuch ; this 
went neer to the heart of God, and was very grievous. They brought up an evil 
report upon Gods houfe-keeping, charged him with unfaithfalneffe to his people, 
whom he now feemed to leave in the lurch, to fhift for themfelves in their ftraits ; 
and hardened his enemies in their wicked,but yet more profperous condition. Felix 
Scelus virtus vocatar. How would thefe Heathens hugge themfelves in the conceit 
that Ifrael fhould do thus, who was Gods Portion, Dest. 32.9. the dearly beloved 
of his foul, Zer.12.7.0f whom it was anciently fung, and commonly faid among the 
Heathen, The Lord hath done great things for themy P/a/. 126. 2. Happy art thou 
O Ifrael: who is like unto thee, O people! faved by the Lord, the thield of thy 
help; and who is the {word of thine excellency: and thine enemies fhall be found 
liars unto thee, and thou fhalt tread upon their high-places, Dent. 33.29. Whofo- 
ever was freeof the city of Rome, might-not accept of any freedome in another 
city: for that they counted a difhonour to Rome, And will not God take it in ill 
part from his covenanters, to {eek or make after correfpondency with his enemies, 
and fafety by them? The help of the wicked, Ecclefie funt tandem perniciofa & 
Semper perfidiofa, are the beft perfidious,and at length pernicious to the Church. | 

now will I gather them, |] This the Chaldee, and the Vulgar make to be a pros 
mife of bringing back their captivity ; when indeed it is a commination of carrying 
them into captivity. Iwil gather them, | that is, either che enemies againft Ifrael; 
or elfe Ifrael, for the enemies ; wt eos acervatim perdam, that I may lay them heaps 
upon heaps, and gather them, 
for buriall. Or, I will gather them, to theend that I may difperfe them. 4nd 
they foall forrow a little | And buta little now, for the burden of the king of princes.] 
for the taxes and tributes exacted from them by the king of Aifyria, (whofe Nobles ) 
were Princes, 2 King. 18.24. Efay 10.) See 2 King. 15. 19,29. Buralli thisis 
but a dittle: it is but the beginning of forrows ; it is but {mall drops fore-running 
the great ftorm; orasa crack fore-running the fall of the houfe. They fhall for- 
row much more hereafter, when carried captive and made a fcorn to the fcum of the 
people. See Dent.32. 42. Some read the whole verfe, Yea, becanfe they have hired 
among the nations, now will 1 gather them together: ( for they have begun a little ) 
becanfe of the burden of the king of Princes. And they thus paraphrafe ic: Well 
may they bribe and hire, but this will be theend: The Iraelites themfelves fhalt 
fall by heaps ; the nations whom they hire fhall come fo tumbling in upon them 
(as Efay told Ahaz, Efay 8.) Doyounot fee it pretily well begun already? Look 
upon the late example that is yet now frefh and bleeding before your eyes: fo you 
will the better beleeve my threatningin that which istocome: I mean, the facking 
and carrying away of the Tribes beyond Jordan, by Pal and Tiglath-Pilefer. If 
you ask me the reafon, why God fhould be fo angry with you? It is becaufe you 
are fo foolifh, or fo wicked rather, to fend prefents and tributes to the king of Afar 
( who in the pride and vanity of his heart nameth himfelf the K ing of Princes, the 
mighty and moft potent King ) with the pilling, polling, and burdening of your 
Subjects, 

Verfe 114 Becaufe Ephraim hath made many altars to finne, J Becaufe he hath 
multiplied altars againft Gods expreffe command, Lev. 17. 3, &c. Dent. 12: 5,&c: 
Joh. 22.22. fer. 11.13. and that, to finne : asif it were on purpofe to croffe and 
provoke the Lord to anger, by their fuperftitions and will-worfhip, and to defpite 
him with feeming honours ( for difpleafing fervice is double difhonour ) therefore 
he fhall have enough of it, ere I have done with it. He fhall be given up to a re- 
probate fenfe: that going on from one fin to another, he may fill up his meafure, 
till wrath come upon him to the utmoft. 


Per quod quis peccat, per idem punitur & i. fe. 


Idolatry is finne with an accent, wickedneffe with a witnefle, 1 King, 15. 30, 34 
& 16.2. 1 King. 12.30. & 13.35. and fhall be punifhed accordingly: for fo the 
Chaldee paraphrafeth here ; Becaufe they have multiplied their altars for fin, the 
altars of their idols fhall be their ruine: there is one Hebrew word for finand pr- 


»ifensent : Gone hales hell atthe very heels of it, as One faith wittily. Polanns up-' 
on 


Cure” 


as dead corps flain in battle are gathered together ` 
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Sn this Text, hath thefe three profitable Obfervations. Firft, that as in the old Te- 


ely altar was fet up by Gods command in the Tabernacle and Tem-. 

Se ein a new Tellanenc, pe have no other altar but Chiift, Heb. 13..10.: 

[ee lib. 4. contra haref. cap. 34. Secondly, asthe Ifraelites finned in multiplying. 

altars: fo do the Papifts moft grievoufly, in chat not content with Chrift and his 

fatisfactory facrifice alone, they fet up other altars, and bring in other expiatory 

facrifices. Thirdly, as the Ifraclites made many altars to finne, though they preten- 

' ded good intention and devotion : - So the Papifts at this day multiply altars ( éven, 

hundreds in fome one Church in Rome ) to jinne, though they falfly pretend their. 
good intention therein, and the prefervation and augmentation of Gods fervice. 

Verfe 1>. Ihave written to bim the great things of my Law, | Magnalia legis ; 


there are Alfo minutula legis, Mat. 5. 22. both muft be looked to: for though the. 


ivilian fay of his Law, De minutis xon curat lex, the law takes no notice of {mall 
Lae. a it holds not true of the Law of God, which is Spiritual, and muft bee 
kept as the apple of the eye, Prov. 7. 2. and obferved in every point and part, nay in 
every pančlilio and particle thereof. But to come to the words ; Ephraim could 
not plead ignorance of Gods minde, for their many altars, and fuperftitions: Dens 
enim jure quarat Ce queratur, for God might very well fay and complain, as Prov: 
22.20. Have not Í written for thee excellent things in counfels and knowledge ? 
and in the verfe next afore, J hæve made known ( my minde ) this day to thee, even 
to thee. So here, J bave written, fc. by my Pen-mer and Secretaries, to bins chiefly, 
and for his betcer direction in my fervice, that,he might walk therein by rule, and 
not at randome, (See Dest. 4.8. Pfal. 147.29.) the great things, or excellent do- 
cuments (the msx/tiplicity or mulriformity, faith the Chaldee) of my Law, or of my 
doctrine fapientiall, Prov. 13. 14. which taketh in the Gofpel too, that Law of 
Chrift, Gal. 6. 2. ~ 
But they were counted as a ftrange thing..| As not ‘pertaining to them, as that 
wherein they were little or nothing concerned, . as the narration of forraign affairs. 
Whereas men fhould read and regard the holy Scriptures, as chey do the Statutes ‘of 
the Land: holding themfelves as much concerned and intended as any other: 
threatning themfelves in every threat, binding themfelves in every precept, blefling 
themfelves in every promife, mingling the whole Word with faith in their hearts, 
and refolving upon the obedience of faith; as knowing that phefe ate verba vivenda 
non legenda, words tobe lived, not read onely: and that they fhould indwell in ns 
familiarly, and yet richly, Col. 3. 16. and we fhould be'as inwardly acquainted 
with them, as any man is with his fifter, or neareft allies, Prov. 7. 4. All this the ra- 
ther ; Firft becaufe God is the Authour of the holy Scriptures , both matter and 
words are his, 2 Pet.2.21. he fpake by the month of bis holy Prophets which bave been 
« finee the world began: and he guided their hands in writing the Bible. How dare 
'Papifts then fay, that they wrote it éxjafé without command froni God. Secondly, 
becaufe God hath written his Law for us, for our belioof and benetit, Rom. 4. 23. 
and 15.4. The Scripture is Gods Epiftle to us, faith Gregory. Itisa lamp to my feet, 
and a light to my pathes, faith David. Nota light that I fee at a diftance, á great 
way off; buta light held to my feet, that I may fee my way in this land of Chabxi, 
this dirty and dark world : and not lift up one foot, till I defery and finde fure foot- 
ting for another, as thofe Pfa/, 34.6. Thirdly, becaufe he hath written for us, che 
honorabilia legis, honourable and precious things, fuch as a man would fetch from 
Chsna or the uttermoft part of the habitable world upon his bare feet, rather then 
be without. David prefers it before gold and flver, Pfal.19.11. Solomon before 
pearls and rubies, Prov,3.15. Mofes before all the learning of other Nations, 
Deut. 4.6. The Scripture is the fouls food, faith Athanafins : the fouls phyfick:, 
faith Chryfofteme: the invariable rule of truth, faith Ireneus. It is faith Another, 
the Aphorifmes of Chrift, the Library of the Holy Ghoft, the divine Pandetts, the 
Wifdom of the Croffe, the Cubit of the San@tuary, the Firmainent of Faith, the 
Touchftone of Errour, &c. What reafonthen had Darbifbire ( Bifhops Borers Kinf- 
man and Chaplain ) to fay to Mr. Hawkes the Martyr, that he was too curious : for 
he would have nothing but his little pretty-Gods-book> And is it not fufficient for 
my falvation? faid Hawkes: yes, faid he, but not for your inftruction. God fend 
1 me the falvation ( faid Hawker) and you ve inftruction. That the Scripture iz = 
an 
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and fufficienc for both inftruction and falvation, fee 2 Tim. 3.16, 17. and my Trea.. 
tife called the Tse 7 reafure. Has igirur nocturna verfate mant, verfate diurna, 


, onsagaintt the finner, as Efther did againift: Haman, at the-hanquet of wine: picks 
out the time.of prayer and other duties:to accufe and. call for-vengeauce. -Take we Eilth7.6. 


Pjaf. 1.2. Let there ‘not, by infrequency. or difufe, grow an alienation or ftrange- cheed, left whilé we are confefling our finnes, :( which yet we clofe. with, and will 
neffe betwixt us and the holy Scriptures: but be ready in them, and have them, as not forfake ) and judging our felves worthy to: be deftroyed, God dy:not; Ont, of 
Ssn! had his pitcher and ipear at his bolfter : as David had his chofen ftonesat hand 


thine’ owne:mouth Will L.condemn thec, thou ptaceleffepenfon; that haft-fo.muchim- 


in his ferip, &c. Larher wifheth all his own books burnt; becanfe I fear, faith he, pudence as to bring thy -Cexbi into my prefence, then; when-all cheypeople.( asna 


they hinder men from readıng the Bible, that book of books; in comparifon whereof faft-day ) are:weeping before the door of -the Tabernacle. : Ged ayk de fuvttified of Lev.10,3. 
all the books in the world are but waft-paper. After which, I tremble, faith he, to all that draw nigh unto:him: one-way orovher he willbe fanctifiedyeitherinthem, __. T 
think of the former age, wherein many Divines fpent fo much time in reading Ari. ron them. Qf fuch he-faith, as So/omen‘once did-of Adoniah, If he few himfeif * ia 
fiore and Averroes, and fo little in reading the Book of God. Melanéthon faith that 1 a worthy man, there foall not an hair of his bead: fall tothe earth: but. if Wioktdnoffe i Cor 3 
he heard {fome preach upon Texts taken out of Arifforles Ethicks. Caroloftadins , foall be found én him, be fall die. Jf any defile the-Temple of God; bins: all a 
was eight yeers Doctour when he began to read the Scriptures: and yet at the ta- God deftroy. f = ar “hte ie a ee reer 
Job, Manlins, king of his degree, had been pronounced, Sufficientiffimus. Another Doctour of they fodll return to Egypt. | They had amine totun thithet for refuge : they 
Divinity, being asked whether he had read the Decalogue, negitabat fe hujufmodi : fent alfo to So king of Egypt for that purpofe,:2.ehg.17..4. Inftead of making 
librum in Bibliotheca fuz habnife nnguans: he denied that he had ever had > or their peace with God, they betook themfelves to bafe fhifts; and fought helpof 
Amamsin heard of any Book fo called: fuch a perfe& ftranger was he to the great things of the creature. . This is the guife of graceléffe men; when diftreffed. But.they fhall Rahab. 
Amibarpraf. Gods Law. And if the learned Dottours be thus bard and ignorant, what may we foon have enough of Egypt, chap. 9. 3,6. Their ftreageh (or their Egypt ) kad 
think of the poor mifled and muzled multitude, that lie faft lockt up in the Popes been to have fitten fiill, in expectation of help from ‘heaven, Efay:-so. 7. and:tO peur. 28.68. 
dark dungeon, and are flatly forbidden to meddle with the Scriptures, left they have confidered that the laft and greateft curfe denounced againft their difobedi- 
fhould be intected with herefie, or poffeffed with a devil, as fome ( fay they ) have ence, was, And the Lord fhall bring thee into Egypt, &c. l , oa 
been by that means ? Verfe 14, For Ifrael hath forgotten hes maker, Not more his Fadteun,then his Be- 
Verfe. 13. They facrifice flefo in the facrifices of mine offerings, and eat its] nefattour, as 1 Sam.1z. 6. the Lord made Mofes,and Aaron, i,e- bé advanced them 


g.d They would feem not to have rejected the great things of my Law, nor to be 


` to that honour in his Church. So our Saviouris faid to have wade twelve, when he 
fuch ftrangers thereunto ; fith they were much in facrificing according to the Law. 


ordained them tothe Apoftlefhip, Mar. 3.14. And the Apoftle faith of Ifrael, 


But their hypocrifie is moft hatefull: In chat Firft, they offer (with Casz) Non that God exalted the people, when they dwelt as ftrangers in the land of Egypt, 
In esal, prrjonams, [ed opus perfone, as Luther faith; not themfelves, but their bare facrifices,s Alls 13.17. fe. to the priviledge of his peculiar people, the poffeffion of the pro- 
Efay 66.3. which is but as a brainlefle head, and foul-leffe body : it is but fem, mifed land, the cuftody of his Oracles, and fervices, &c. befides the many benefits 
as it is here called in contempt, and {corne. See.the like, fer. 7. 21. Hof. 9.4. And ` and deliverances wrought for them. All which they are faid to have: forgotten. 
think che fame of all externall fervices ; fi careant anima fua, id ff reBain Deum 1. Becaufe they laid them not to heart, fee Efay 57.11. they faw not God in them: 
fide, © ercêa in illum mente, if not performed in faith and obedience. Secondly, ` 2, Becaufe their lives were not anfwerable: they walked not worth: .of fuch a God: 
They pretended to ferve God, when indeed they onely ferved their own bellies, as but faid ( in effect )we are delivered to do all shefe abominations; der. 7-10. God 
thofe, Rom, 16.18. fought their own ends, Phil. 2. 21. catered for the flefh, Rom, challengeth remembrance, and well he may, Ecclef. 12.1. for he hath created us for 
13.14. infigne dosum quo afficior (as Luther Paraphrafeth the text ) carnem offi rtis his glory, Efay 43. 7. he hath formed us, yea he hath made us, ( as it followerh 
quam vos ipfi ceratis, é.e. A goodly gift itis that you give mee, viz. the fiefh of there, and all that we might remember him ) the word ( made ) is ufed for a degree 
your peace- offerings which your felves may feaft with : and you therefore multiply of grace after creation. Thofe that are his workmanhip, his artificiall faétwre crea- 
facrifices that you may gorge your felves with good chear. Now one eggeisnot ` ted in Chrift-Jefus (who is the beginning of this creation of God, Rev. 3. 14. Junto _, 
more like to another, then thefe old fle/o-mengers were to the Popith fiejb- flies at good works, Ephe/-2. 10. if ever they fhould forget God, ( which is the chara@er Te“ 
this day. it was an honeft complaint of one of them; We, faith he, handle che of a wicked man, Pfa/. 50,22.) if they fhould forfake God that made them, and 
Scripture, tazntim ut nos pafeat & veftiat , onely that it may fecd us, and cloath us. lightly efteem the Rock of their falvation ; as Solomon did the Lord thathad appea- eur garg 
And it is evident to all the world, that their Maffes, pilgrimages, feftivals. vowed red unto him twice; ifthey fhould not prefer him above their chief joy, or make as n 
refents and memorials, &c. are onely to pamper their paunches: which made them him afcend above the bead of their joy ( as the Hebrew hath it, P/al. 137.6. ) and fer 
o angry with Era/mus, and Luther, for medling. him over all, as Pharaohdid Fofeph ( caufing Sun moon, and ftarres to doobeyfance — 
but the Lord accepteth them not, ] How fhould he ( fay ) when there was nothing ' to him ) I mean all their naturall, morall, temporall, and {pirituall abilities to bee . 
but fle’, nothing but fe/f in them. See the like, fer.4.10. Am. 5.22. Efay 1.10, fubje&-and ferviceable to him, he would have an unanfwerable a@tion againft them, 
where God telleth chem, that their facrifices were grievous and offenfive to all and both heaven and earth would have caufe to blufh at their disingenuity, andun- 
his feveralt fenfes, nay to his very foul too. The facrifice of the wicked is abomina- ithankfulneffe. Let it ever be remembred, that of all things God cannot abide to 
tion to the Lord, Prov. 15.8. yea though he bring it with never fo good an intent, be forgotten. so 
Pro. 21. 27. how much more if he bring ex rapina kolocanftum, a facrifice of what and buildeth temples ; | To God, no doubt : and yet becaufe they worfhipped 
he hath got by rapine and robbery ? and fo the Chaldee carrieth the fence of the him not in his own way, they are faid to have forgotten him :: So do Papifts in all 
former words: the facrifices of mine offerings, qua colette funt ex injeria, faith their ftruCtures, vowed prefents, and memories (as they callthem. ) In ing Ste- 
He,which were gathered and gotten by wrong-dealing : how then fhould the Lord vens time here, notwithftanding all the miferies of warre , there were more Ab- 
accept them ? beys built, then inan hundred years before. But who required thofe things at their 
now will he remember their iniquity, | Even while they are facrificing : let them hands? Chriftus opera noftra non tam allibus quam finibus penfat. Nowtheend 2476h. 
not think to blinde his eyes with the tmoak of their Offerings, to ftop his mouth why thofe Temples and Monafteries were built, appearsin ftories to be pro remiffine 
with their rich gifts, and donaries: to bribe him into a connivency : toexpiate and © redemptione peccatornm, pro remedio © liberatione anime : pro amore cæleftzs pa- 
fet off their finnes with their facrifices: for God will remember them, and punifh trie: in honorem gloriofe Virginis, in eleemofynam anima, @&c. for remiflion of fins, Ads dy Mon. 
: them. Yea, xo will hedo it, in the time of their holy duties: be will come upon ` redemption of fouls, honour of the Virgin. Mary; and other fuperftitious ends P% 1°77. 
Luke'xg, them then in his wrath, as Pilate came upon the Galileans, and mingled their blood and ufes. ae E 
i with cheir factifices, Sure it is that fin ( brought into Gods holy prefence ) petiti- and Indah bath multiplied fenced cities: J thinking thereby to fence p 
’ ons 2 elves 
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| i ath, to motrthemfelves up againft his fire, that had burnt up 
ae Sy ean them. Strong cities and munitions may be lawfully. 
built ; bur then their foundation: muft nor be laid upon fire-works. If fin be atthe 
bottom (as the voice from heaven is faid to have told Phocas) though they build as 
high as heaven, ir willnotdo. Babylons thick wals and large provifions could not 
Petes her from the enemy : Samaria held out for two or three yeers, but was fùr- 


prized at latt by the Affyrtan : fo was Jerufalem by the Babylonians, and then by the 


Romanes, Efay. 22. 8,9, 10; Ge. great fault is found with this people for their 


wareli i th negleéts of God, verf. 11. and of deepand down-right 
Paaa a a xG 14. The name of the Lord isthe ftrongeft tower, Prov, 
18.10 But curted is he that maketh fle his arm, that t.uft-th in men though ne- 
Ser fo great, or means though never fo likely, Jer. 17. 5- thofe were never trueto 


thofe that trufted them. The Jebsfites were beaten out of their fort, though they - 


prefumed it impregnable. Themen of Shechem were fired out, Jade. 9.49. fo thall 

A P fire upon his cities, and it fall devosr the palaces thereof, | The enemy 
did this, but not without the Lord ; who cannotb ook it that men fhould thruit in 
palaces and ftrong-holds : and as Luther well obferveth, in this whole chapter is 
fully {et forth whence it is, that ftrong Palaces and flourifhing kingdoms come to 
nought ; it is becaufe men believe not in God, but truft to their own itrength, Desr, 
28. 52. they fortifie themfelves againft an enemy, but do not parifie God; d.{plea- 
{ure ; who is himfelf a devesring fireyand can quickly quafh all our forces, and con- 


CHAP. IX. 


‘oyce not, O Ifrael, for joy as other people, | Not as good people, for they 
on Re ealon eea A aes are called to it in both Fettameuts : joyis 
the juft mans portion, but thou art nanght all over, thou haft gone a wo from 
thy God; who will fhortly meet thee as a bear robbed of ber sy ues as the as 
lous hu band doth his adultereff>, Ag-in, net as other bad people, a they ees reve 
(tejoyceindeed they cannot)and be merry, after a fo:t : rejoyce í fi a t pn 
as the Apoftie phrafeth it, and from the teeth outward: fome kind o ie y an 
flafhy mirth they may have (andlet them make them merry with it, T a they a 
like to have) but fo mayeft not thou ; becaufe thou haft had warning fu n a 
haft known thy matters will, but not done it: yea, thou haft done that a rere ' 
thing that other nations never yet did, Jer. 2. 11. 32. thou haft changed 2 0 
for thofe that are no gods ; thou hatt forfaken the fountain, and run to the ciftern, 
&c. which is fuch a prodigious wickednefle, as the very heavens are pena a 
and are horribly afraid, yea, defolate; mourning, and as it were melting at t a orri 
act. Shall che heavens mourn, and wilt thou rejoyce ? yea, fetcha frisk, or = 4 
galliard for joy, as the word fignifies: what if other nations do fo, when they : 
got the better of their enemies, or gathered in their harveft, Ef. 9. 4. or apie t 
have all things go well with them? yet revolted J/rae/ had no tuch caufe, unle i; 
they were upon better tearms with God. Say that this were the time when Jel 
beat Benhadad thrice over, and recovered the cities of J/racl, 2 Kin. 13.1 a r 
fay it was, when he took Amaziah, and breught all the fpoyle of Jerufalem to Sa- 
maria, Chap. 14. 13. or elfe when Pekah flew in Judah an hundred and twenty 


_ thoufand in one day, and carried captive two hundred thoufand, with much fpoyle: 


imes of great mirthand Jollity, ’tis confi fled. But, are there not withyon 
ie fins saat the Lord a God (as the prophet Oded there rae ieee 
them ; and fhould not thofe fins be bewailed ? Befides, are they not your m 5 : 
whom you have flaughtered and captivated ? and can you have any joy o se 
conqueft, of civil wars that are ---- sndos habitura triumphos, that a:e {uc wi ery 
as all words (how wide foever) want compaffe to expreffe ? Hear what t iia 
pheprt mos (who was Hofea’s contemporary ) faith to this, Ye which FRAT Ai pipe 
of nought, (fo he calleth their victories prefent propan, poner iis pe 
Say, have we net taken to we horns by oar own firength ? Behold, 1 wi a 


Cuar.g, 


Cuar S the ‘Prophecie of Hofea: 


yeu a sation, O boufe of Ifrael, chat foall tame you, and take youa link lower (as they 
fay) fo that your laughter fhall be turned into mourning, and your joy inte heavineffe. 
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There is ever a [zare (ora cord) in the fin of the wicked, viz. to ftrangle their joy Jam. 4.9. 


with ; bur the righteous fing and rejoyce, Prov, 29. 6. Peta 

For thor haft g one a whoring fromthy God.] That's a foul bufineffe, and may well 
damp thy joy., Sins are the fnuffes thar dimme our candleftick, the leaven that fow- 
reth our paffe.overs, the Sanies of a plague-fore that threatneth our very life. And, 
whereas the. fianes of others are but rebellions againft God, the fins of his profeffed 


. peopleare treacheries : they goa whoring from their God, defuper Deo fuo, vel omif-, 


fo Deo fuo, from under their God, or laying afide their God ; cafting him,as it were, 
intoa by-corser. Hence thofe pathetical complaints in Jeremy, Chap. 18. 1 3. Ask 
ye now among the heathen, who hath heard fuch things ? the virgin of Ifrael hath 
donca very horrible thing; filchinefs in a ftewes is nothing fo, odiousas filthine& ina 
Virgin. And again,Chap.32.30.T he children of Ifrael, and the children of fudah have 
onely done evil from their youth, God takes evil fo hainonfly from them, as if they 
had never done him any good fervice all their dayes; or as if they were the onely 
fintiers upon earth : they were fo much worfe, becanfe they ought to have been bet- 


ter then other nations. Now God expedts our forrows fhould be proportionableto `. Adie 
our fins ; Rejoyce not therefore, but (by a Liptote) weep and houl for the miferies ~ 


that fhall come upon you. 


Thou haft loved «reward (or a harlots hire ) spon every coyn-fleor, |i. e. Thou 
haft proftituted thy felf toa loofe Idolatry ; like to a commen whore that goetha 
whoring up and down the threfhing- floors. Hence. Boaz his fear left it fhould be 
noifed that Ruth had lain at his feet, and that a woman cameinto the floor, Ruth. 3. 
14. Or elfe he meaneth (faith Diodate) fome particular kind of idolatry ufed in the 
time of harveft and thrething ; as if they-would have acknowledged their increaie 
to come by their idols goodneffe. Such was that of the: Metapontines, of whom 
Strabo ftorieth, that when they-had had a good harveft, and were grown rich there- 
by, they dedicated to Apollo at Delphos vevot 34¢Q- an harveft of gold, See more of 
this Chap.2. with the Notes. ` l . 

Verfe.2. The floor and the Wwinepreffe foal not feed them, |] Culpam: pana premit 
comes, Punifhment attendeth fin at the heeles. They had abufed their plenty, and a- 
fcribeditto theiridols : therefore fhall they be cut fhort either in their ftore,as Hag. 
3. 6. 10. and 2. 16. or in their ftrength, as Hof. 4. 10. and & 7. (See Chap. 2.8. 9. 
with the Notes.) One way or other their hopes fhall be fruftrated, the creature fhall 
lie to them, and notanfwer their expeđtation. , . 

The new wine fhall fail in her, | Muftum mentictur ei, fee the like phrafe, Hab, 3.) 
17. Ef. 58.14. Job. 41. 6. they fhall cometo the corn-floors and wine-preffes, as 
mcn come toa lottery with heads full of hopes ; but depart difappointed, with 


? 


Mercedem 
meretriciam. 


their hearts full of blanks. As they have lied to God (idolatry is nothing elfe buta - 


large lie,) and dealt deceitfully with him in the covenant: fo thall all things lic to 
them, and not anfwer their hopes. Look how a certain Prince paid a falfe traitour 
( who for a fumme of money had betrayed his countrey to him ) in falfe coyn; {6 
fhall it fare with fuch as falfifie with God: he will blaf their hopes, and curfe their 


bleffings, cut them fhort ia the height of their expectancies, ftrike them in the . 


thingsthat their hearts are moft fet upon, the zew wine foall Lie to them, and fo fet 
thema howling, Joe/. 1.5. : p 
Verf- 3. They foall not dwell in the Lords land,] Becaute they wonld not live by 
the Lords lawes; they fhall therefore be turned out of his houte (fo this land was 
called Chap. 9. 3.) as rebellious children, thatare a difturbance and a. difgrace to 
their fathers family : they fhall hold no longer, as tenants of him the chief Land- 
lord, becaufe fo backward to fend a lamb (as rent or an homage penny ) to the ra/er 
of the land, Efay. 16,1. they were tenants at will, and held upon condition of. obe- 
dience, Levit, 18.26. it was divided among{t them by lots Jofbwa divided it a= 


* mongft them, and left none to himfelf. The people gave him a portion,and he was - 


content with it ; though it were bat a mean one in the barren mountains, as Hierorme 
noteth. He had the promife that God would never leave him no forfake bim:and he 


well knew, that if he trufted in the Lord, and did good, he fhould dwell is the land. | 


and beverily fed, Pfal. 37.3. He and Galeb were of another {pirit, and pres 
L3 after 


a ta ae Fe OR o o o o o aes 


te eaten IP 


Deur,23.7. 


Pontanus 
Hegefippus. 


after God ; therefore they onely of all that generation entred th if: i 
the Zords land: which becaufe Mofes might not do, it ee cee ig 
Thefe Idolatets here are threatened tobe cafhiered and caft out of this ood | ee 
` andto havé their plea/ant land laid defolate, to be fpewed out, as the Canaanite be 


been before them, Levit. 18. 28. and fo confequently to be deprived of Gods fa- 


vour, help, and protection ; and altogether difpriviledged, yea, difinfyeri i 

wasan heavy judgement to them, and muft be a warning oa i 3 = sae Pe 
bofome of the Church, and under the joyful found; that we forfeit noc vur prélene 
enjoyments, that we finne not away our precious priviledges, as the feveiy Churches 


and others havedone. Alterius perditio tua fit cantio. We ftand upon our good bee ` 


haviour, T they na Sce Dent. 30. 19. 20. 
` But Ephraim foall return to Egypt, | which they ou i 

a punifhment long fiocë thia. pis 28. ale E r Cli 
though now, of their own accord, they returned to it, for fear of the Aff ae 
(whom by their falfe-dealing they had juftly incenfed) yet that thould not ehe : 
them, but Gods hand would find them out, and fetch them thence into ca tivi a 
Oft they had been warncdnot to go downto £ £ypt for help ; and they mul iel 
be hard beftead that fled thither. Trueit is, that the E 'gyptians are renowned ae 


Dhd. Sic. Jz, tories for a thankful people, and the //raelites are charged zot. to abhor an E Cy ptiar, 
2 


becaufe they were once ftrangers in his land, and had talted of hi rte 

withall, they could not but know how hardly the Egyptians ance a 

fore-fathers, and how treacheronfly alfo with them ; and that they oughe a Pr 

jere, to have returned thither upon any tearms, Sed Dens guem Aa deme ions 

and although here they were refolved for Egypr, yet Chap. 11.5. God refol ae 
therwife ; and voluntas Dei neceffitas rei, his will thall ftand, when all’s done ae 

And they [pall eat unclean things in Affyria,] Things forbidden by the law, as 

{wines-flefh,&c they fhall be forced to cat or ftarve:they muft not look for liberty of 
confcience in Affyria, nor- have that favour to make a difference of meat as D 4 el 
had, Chap. 1. but as Ezekiel baked his barley-cakes with mans-dung:Even fo faid the 3 


Lord, foall the children of Ifrael eat their defiled bread among the heathén, whither 1. 


Will drive them. So haughty they were grown, that their f 

hold them; therefore they thall be giad of huskes with rane pae a) 
they fhall eat as the heathens, fith they would needs a& as the berks me 
thought it was hard with them in their own land, when the floores andthe wi eat 
prefle would not feed them, ver/. 2. But now itis farre worfe. when forced b bard 
hunger, they are glad of any meat, be it clean or unclean: neither have th ai 
more mind to be fo merry with other nations, as verf: 1. or caufe fo to be hei i 


ftomacks craving and themfelves (with Dræfas in Tacitus) ready to cat the ftuffings. 


of their bed ; or (with the Jewes in the laft fiege of Jerufalem) not onely to feed , ` 


upon dogs, rats, cats, &c. bur the leather of their fhooes, girdles targets, bridles 


yea, oxe-dung was a precious difh unto them, and the fhreddings of pot-hearbs caf ` 


ae trodden under foot, ec. 

er[. 4. They foall not offer wine-offerings untothe Lord J Non li 

47 A lib. 8 

ite litabuat, they thall not have wherewith to offer ee pags ; 

a ee ie eet much a to ferve God with cheerfulneffe, $ exhi : 
f i with their wine-o erings, Jede. 9. 13. to chea (elves 

l E E P S sau 15. 5. which were (mbes and ae of 

Mer irit 0 rut (for the Ceremonial Law was thei G it 

ted in figure) and the deprivation of them threatened the doves al: me 

and g et Now therefore, fith fuch a fad condition, and fuch finking of fj me bi 
ed this people, what reafon had they to rejoyce with joy as others. EITTEN 


Neither foall they be pleafing to him, JHeb. they foal not be fweet or mingled ; for . 


as {weet and fowre maketh the beft fawce, fo the mix i 
sf l ; ture of i 
lities maketh the {weetcft confections, and moft pleafing co erat Ree thall 


not bethefe mens wine-offerings to God, if any they fhould prefent; but fowreand. - . 


ae ’ paei to age another courfe with them, to glorifie him- 

and togiveunto them another while th ine of 

the fierceneffeof his wrath, R i i ane ee 
s wrath, Rev. 16. 19. that is, to delight as much i ir mi 

ty, as. a maf would do in drinking off a bowle of Sao wine. eee 

Their 


. : : : : i į ; “a oa 
SS ee PS ee U a 
126 eAn Expofition on. | 


Cuar. 9. the Prophecie of Hofea. — | 
Their facrifices foal be unto them as the bread of mourners, | ie. as funeral-feafts 


(whereof read Jer. 16- 


in heavineffe by thofe thai 
fit for facrifice ; fith God loveth a cheerful fervice, and will not have any of his 


come off heavily. See Levit. 10.19. Dent. 13. 7. and 26-14, Mal.2. 13. where 
thofe unkind husbands are blamed, for caufing their wives, when they fhould have 
been cheerful in Gods fervice, to cover the Lords altar with tears, with weeping 
and with crying out, fo that he regardednot the offering any more. So Ezr.9, 5. 
thacholy man, though till then he fat aftonied at the fins of the people, yet hearofe 
from his heavineffe at the evening facrifice ; for he knew, that even forrow for fin 
ı might be a finfuliorrow, if unfeafonable and fullen : for it fowres a mans fpirit, and 
makes his fervices unacceptable to God. l 
For their bread, for their foul foal not come into the honfe of the Lord, | Their bread; 
That is, their meat-offering or other facrifices, (fee Mal. 1. 7. with the note) for 
their foul, that is, for themfelves (foul is oft put for the whole perfon) hat not 
come, rightly and in due manner unto divine acceptation, into the hoxfe of the Lord, 
it fhould not have come into the Temple while it Rood, and the Levitical fervice 
wasorderly performed: how much leffe fhall it be accepted now ina ftrange land, 
being the bread of mourners. Others by the bread for their foules underftand their 
natural and neceffary {uftenance. He fpeaks, fay they, of that meat-offering, Levit. 
2. 5. appointed for a {piritual ufe, yet called here the bread for their life or livelin. 
hood, becauie God cfteemed it no other then common meat. Tarnonits by the honfe 
of the Lord here underftandeth the Church, as Chap. 8. r. and 9.5. and 2 Tim. 
2. 20. The door of this houf, faith he, is Chrift, Job. 10.9, the door-keeper the 
holy fpirit, iid. verf. 3. the foundation and corner-ftone Chrift, Eph. 2.20. the 
wail is God, Zach. 2. 9. the ftewards the minifters, thofe of the honfhold the 
Saints, &c. À : = 
What will ye do in the folemn day, Gc.} q. de How will ye do to laugh and leap 
then, as yedo now è? verf. 1. How will yon be able to fapport your felves, to keep 
your hearts from dying within you? when you call to mind and confider your for- 
mer folemnities and feltivities, which now (alas ! ) in your captivity you are utterly 
deprived of ? Time was when you went with the multitude to the houfe of God, 
with the voyce of joy aad praife, with amultitude that kept holy-day, Pfal. 42.4. wich 
dancing, eating, drinking and joy, Deut, 16. 14,15. Jadg. 21. 19. 10+ Bat now 
the feene is altered ; your finging istarned into fighing, your mirth into mourning, 
your joy into heavineffe ; and you muk needs hold your felves fo much the more 
imiferable, thatyou bave been happy. The Epicures indeed heldthat a man might be 


7,8. Exech.24.17.) made ad levandum lutium, catet dpris arivdus 
t were polluted by the dead, and therefore altogether un- vénefPeany 


1 Corgi 
Eph,2.195 


chearfal againft the moft exquifate torments. 1. In confideration of his honelty and Ex preterire 


integrity, 
mice: and now cheared up himfelf with the remembrance of. This laft is a very 
flight and forry comfort indeed. The former hath much init; fora good man keeps 
every day, holy day, faid Diogenes : and canbe metry without mufick, faith another 
Philofopher, He hath a merry heart, or good confcience,which is a continual feaft; 
and is bound to rejayce evermore, 1 Thef. 5. 16: and to keep the feaft in all countries, 
1 Cor, 5.8. the Calender of his whole life is crowned with continual feftivals ; and 
he is the happieft man, and may be the merrieft if he but underftand his own happi- 
neffe. But this(aias)was not the cafe of thefe woful caytives and captives. They had 
finned away all their comforts; and what with the fad remembrance of their for- 
mer enjoyments, and with the fenfe of their prefent fervitade, they had lictle mind 
to keep holy-day. Hence this paffionate exclamation, what will ye do, &c? God 
had threatued before, Chap. 2. 11. to take away their feaft-dayes, new-moons, fab- 


baths and {olemnities; buc they heeded him not, tanquam monftra marina Dei verba 


farda aure praterierunt : therefore now God fulfilleth what baad forethreatned, 
and calleth, as in a {oletan day, his terrours round about them,what they were wont 
to do in their folemn dayes and feftivals, may be feen, Num. 10: 10., what we do 

or fhould do at leat, upon our Lords-day-fabbaths, (the delight of every good 

foul) we need not be told. Let us take heed, left by profane violating or carcleffe 

obferving that holy reft, with all its folemnities, we deprive not our felves (as thefe 

Iffaclites did) of fucha precious priviledge: God gave us agood warning, in whee. 

~ “the 


2. Inconfideration of thole pleafures and delights that formerly he had rsmvoluptatum 


recordatione, 
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Crees ST Saag ae Tne Aiea ore 
the firftblow given the German Churches was upon the fabbath-day ; which is 
3 XV 


there foill fanctified, that if it fhould be named ac i i i i 
Demoniacus potties quam Dominicus, faith Alfted, it howd pate pits ine : 
day, but the Priefts-day rather. It is very remarkable, that upon that day was Pras ia 
loft, and with it all opportunity of hearing, finging, publique praying, commu ae 
ting s a ee ie henourable day, E/ay. 58.13. : oe 
erf. 8. For lo they are gone, becaufe of deftruttion ither i 

&7Pt for refuge, or into the ftate of the dau ae ieee of the beta 
Seall perif by deftruttion, fo fome render it. When God had faid in the former verii 
what Will ye do, they fhould have faln down before himand faid, What wilt thon bats 


ws to do, Lord è we know not what atall to do, but our eyes are toward thee. This 


had been right, and thus they migh edi indignati 
A ght have difarmed Gods indignation : but th 
a carnal fh e, and thought they could tell well enough Saint to do, Geet 
ther i go : w ercupon they were fo fully bent, that the prophet here reports them 
gene ie - ee Oe ee to Egypt; as divers of them did doubt- 
2 and atter the fack of Samaria, when they were forced to fhi 
ETAS p muy oe 5 oa die they fo efeape by EANET. ? in thine Se 
> O Goa, faith David , and iti o} 
Pfal. 56,7. and this people had the proof of it. iia ce 
Egypt foall gather ns | either for punifhment, or for burial, as Ezech. 29 5 
l but out of the fmoak into the fire; and in running trom 
ean ey ran to it: as the Hiftorian faith of thofe poor Scots at Miliubou: 
eld, who running for their lives, fo {trained themfelves in their race.that the k ll 
down breathleffe and dead. : R 
Memphis foal bury them,) Left they th i i 
p t y fhould pleafe themfelves with vain h 
of po to their countrey, he fhews that that fhall never be; but they fall tay 
eir on ina ftrange land. Memphis (anciently called Noph, Lay. 19.13. or, (as 
i ah ? No, Nahum, 3. 8. at this day Grand Caire,famous for the Pyramides and 
SEF kig: epulchres) Memphis, I fay, a principal city of E gype fhall be a Kibroth. 
a os i ou, a place of fepulchres; efpecially then, when Nebuchadnezzar 
p: y is who giveth him Zgype as his pay for his paines at Tyre) fhall come 
and {mite that land, and deliver fuch as are for death to death, and fuch as are fi 
e wari A {word, &c. Fer. 43. 17, : is 
e pleafant places for their felves, nettles fhal po th H 
an 2 p poe 5 oe the “Ufvaelites aoe KH here Maa E 
A aces for their filver, i. e. where they either laid hei 
( their repofitories or counting houfes) or where th lid curthan ken ciber 
pof laid ont their fil ither i 
coftly buildings and fumptuous furniture ie Ife ir idol y a 
t i , or elfe in idols and ftatues placed thereinto 
their no {mal charge & delight. Thefe th tbe i A DA 
€ ht. dand over-run with nett! 
and thiftles,a token of horrible defolatio Ela. 3: eha ed 
i . 32.13. and 34.13. Notch h 
as Gad fpareth a place for afew good mee fe ; å ke. in (athe needa 
Sodom, which is now a place of Dales d Apis a a 
; c ltpits, Zeph. 2. 9. ) foa fruith 
bringeth he into barrenneffe, (o oe torn E chem dat deel 
c le, (or felenefe ) forthe wickedneffe of th 
aa ite a 34 vee Judaa that land of defire, Ezek. 1. as hi 
i a Joet. 2, 3. that glorious land, Dan. 11.16. yea, glory of al 
E r 5. ey wafte defolate : fois Grecia formerly fo had o 
: me parts of Germany,and{o may Excland {e i 
out the greater mercy of God, by a mira i y Erglana foon be (with- 
i : » by a miracle of whofe mercy, and by 
Y pienet we have hitherto fubfifted) I fay. Buelna whole wiles 
morare x i rn hie ie are as Lebanon, whofe {prings are as Pifgah, whofe 
Jehovah. A » Whole walls is the Ocean, and whofe defence is the Lord 
Verf. 7. The Bayes of vifitation are come," ifitati i 
E . é‘ JA vifitation that is li ja 
ation for every tranfgreffion and difobedience, a Onitonad eet i 
f oo J it Leech Oe ee the God of Recompences (fo he is called Jer. 
- 56.) wl behold, his cye-lids trie the children of men. P/al 
i ee out his knowledge, the latter his judgement, or his Cate na 
ae eter inquifition, the dayes whereof are fet, Stat fua cuigque dies, and 1f- 
Yes ave come, are come, it is repeated for more aflurance, as Babylon is fallen, 
ws 


` 
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is fallen, certo, citò, penitus: andas Ezek. 7.5,6,7+ the Prophet tells them, The * 
end is come, is come, come; and fo fome ten or twelve times, that he might beat it 
into them, and awaken them them out of the fnare of the devil. The wickeds hap- 
pineffe will take its end furely and {wiftly : but its hard per{wading them fo: And 
the Jews, as they were ever noted for obftinate, and overweening, {o to this day 
they are light, aeriall, and Satanicall, apt ro work themfelves into the fools para- 
dite of ‘a fublime dotage. But they fhall know it to be fo as I have faid, by waali 
experience, that Miftreffe of fools. -= 
Ifrael foall know it, ] fe. tohisforrow, he fhall pay for his learning, buy his wit, Oculos incipit 
, open his eyes (as the mole doth ) when death is upon him, roar and look upward, “perire mori- 
Efay 8.21. asthe hog doth when the knife is at his throat. O Lord ( faith the fame ("4 Plin: 
Prophet, Chap. 26. 11. ) when thy hand és lifted up ( and thy hand is a mighty band, 
fam. 4.10. it fallsheavy ) they wil not fee, they wink wilfully, or feek ftrawes to 
put our their eyes withall, as Bernard hath it : but they foall fee, will they nill they, 
and be afbamed of their former ofcitancy, or rather objfinacy, when that hand of Feftucamqua- 
God which was lifted up in threatning, fhall fall down in punifhing, and the fire of Pe unde oci- 
thine encmies foall devcnr them: How much more at that laft and great vifitation, 
that terrible day of Retribution, when they ‘fhall anfwer for all, with flames about 
their ears. Txnc fentient magno fuo malo, then fhall they feel to their eternal wo, 
the truth of all the threatnings, which till then they heard, and read, as a man doth 
, an Almanack-proguoftications of winde or foul-weather, which he thinks may come 
to paffe, and it may be not: And give nothing fo much credit to them, asthe Prior Holinfhead ih 
ofS. Bartholomewes in London did to an idle and addle-headed Aftrologer, when 1524. 
he went and built him an houfe at Harrow on the hill to fecure himfelf from a fup- 
pofed flood, that that Aftrologer foretold, 
The Prophet is a fool, &c. | gaiin@-, a naughty man; the Hebrew word here is 
evil, and fignifiech a rath and unadvifed fellow, that isheadftrong and headlong: 
fuch were their falfe prophets that promifed peace when warre was at their gates, 
and made all fair weather before them, when the tempeft of Gods wrath was even 
burfting out upon them; fuch a tempeft as fhould neve? be blown over. Thefe: 
fhould now appear to be fools, or rather Impoftours, that had brought the credu- 
fous people into a. fools paradife. 
the [piritual man is mad, | Heb. the man of the fpirit, or ventofas, the windy 
man, that utcereth vain and empty conceits, humani cerebelli Minervas, the brats of _ 
his own brain, light, aery Nothings, thedifeafe of this age, full of flathes and 
figments, idle {peculations of men of corrupt mindes, and deftitute of the trath. 
Thefe pretend altogether to the fpirit, and would be thought the onely (piritwall 
men; as the Swenkfeldians (whom for their ill favour, Luther called Stenck- 
feldians ) who bewitched many with thofe glorious words (which were ever in their 
mouthes ) of [dusmination, Revelation, the inward and {pirituall man, crc. and enti- 
tuled themfelves, the Confeffours of the glory of Chrift. So the Enthufiafts and Ana- 
baptifts, what boaft make they of the fpirit: profeffing that they will deliver no- 
thing but what they have immediately revealed to them from heaven. . Auncer 
(their ringleader ) wrote a bafe book againft Luther ( which he dedicateth to kin 
Jefus ) wherein Latherwm flagellat quod Enthufiafmorum [piritu careat © nil nh 
carnalig fapiar, he falls foul upon Lather,as wanting the fpirit of revel tion,anil one 
that fgvoureth nothing but carnali things? All his followers look upon Luther as gut Annál 
more peftiferous then the Pope: and for Calvin they fay, (and I have heard it ) pag, ne ae 
that it had been happy for the Church if he had never been born. Ie was rheir pra- 
Gife of old (as Leo Fude obferved in his epiftle before Bullingers book againft the 
Catabaptifts ) and is ftill, to difcourage and difparage Chrifts faithfull Minifters 
all they can, as carnall,and not relifhing the things of the fpirit: the right off-{pring 
they are of chofe ancient Hereticks called Aeffalanii ( the fame with the Es- 
chites, and Enthefafts) who inthe year “of Chrift 371. profeffed to be wholly func, chien, 
made up of the fpirit: gave themfelves much to fleep: and called their dreamsand =" "* 
wild phantafies, prophefies and revelations. 
for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great hatred, ] Heb. the great Satanical 
' hatred, that thou haft born againft Ged and thy neighbour ; bur efpecially Gods 


faithfull prophets, whom thou heartily hated for their plain dealing ; as Abab did 
Micatah, 


los fibi eruant . 


a 
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AMichaiah, becaufe he never fpake good tohim. It is very probable that Atichaiah There are that interpret thefe two Verfes, not of falfe Prophets, but of che rrue, ; 


was that difguifed Prophet who brought Ahbab the fearful meflage of difple nas fools and mad men, by the mad world ; ever befide it felf 
and death, for difmiiling Benhadad For the which he was ever fiae faft it pike who were loosed upo &c. It isnot for nought that Revee faith, Hi duo verfus fatis 
deep in difgrace. Lo this is the worlds wages. Truth breeds hatred, great hatred. fi p intricati, thefe two verfes are very intricate. And of this eight verie Lather 
as the text hath it, dewilife hatred, and this is through the multitude of mens iniqui- fest that the brevity thereof hath caufed obfcurity. Drains alfo faith, Locus 
ties, the overflow of finnes, which wretched men hold fo dear to themfelves, that a. a fficilior eft quam vulgus exiftimat ; This text is harder; then moft men 
th@y cannot but rage againft thofe that declaime againft them, and proclaim hell- if ine 
fire againft their hatefull practifes : they cannot ftand ftillto have their eyes picket mmap fi ‘ They have deeply corrupted themfelves, as in the dayes of Gibeab: "| The 
out ; how fhould they ? fay. Now for fuch, what. wonder is it if God in juftice give va ae as bad as poflible, fhamelefly, lawlefly wicked: nothing better then 
them up tothe efficacie of errour that they may beleeve a lie, fith they would not ie fonnes of Belial the men of Gibeah, that were funk to fins bottom: totally 4 
_ , ,_ receive the love of the truth, 2 Thef. 2.11? wt infatuati feducantur, & fedutti ja- tho Se rmed into finnes image, extreamly flagitious, fo that a worfe people could Judg. 19. 
Auxguftin.in loc dicentur, that being infatuated they may be feduced, and being feduced perifh > Pani be found upon the face of the earth. As it was given in anfwer to a godly Cedren. 
what wonder alfo if he deliver them Up, asto flroug delusions, {o to vile affetions har yo defired to know of God, why Phocas was fet up for Emperour ? becaufe 
and abominable actions, that they may receive in themfelves chat recompenfe of there could not bea worfe man found, and that the finnes of Chriftians required it, 
their errour that is meet, Kom. 1.27? What marvell, if men that will not endure ee ws maketh mention of one T#bulus ( about Tsllies time ) who was io defpes 
2 Tim found doctrine be left to feducers ? if thofe that have itching ears meet with clawing iph wicked , »#rt ejus nomen non hominis fed vitij effe viderecur , that his name . 
"434. Preachers ? if foch as turn away their ears from the truth, be turned to fables and fee Ya to be the name not of a man, but of wickedneffe it felf. Lo fuch werethefe Lipfantig, 
fopperies ? It is for the multitude of mensiniquities,and efpecially for their great ha- nen f Gibeah, ?udg. 19. nothing behind Sodomites in finne: as Samaria now “Aion, 
tred tothe truth, that the Church is fo peftered with Impoftours ( 2 Pet. 2.1. 2. ) men cothing behinde them, and is therefore fitly coupled with her filter Sodom, 
who bring in damnable herefies, even denying the Lord that bought them; Do not Tark. 16.46. The reafon of all which is here given, their wicked watch-imen : ac- 
our modern feducers fo amongft us, when (amongother portentous opinions held vin to that Efay 3.12. quite ducunt, feducunt. They which lead thee, caufe 
by them ) they ftick not to affirm, that Chrift'is a carnal or flefhly ching: That th i earte: and again, E/ay 9.16. The leaders of this people caufe them to erre ; 
thofe that are grown Chriftians may go to God immediately without a Chrift : that : “4 they thatare led of them are deftroyed. It is thought chat the Gibeah here 
Dr. Homes Chrift did not rife again, &e. Others contemn him by the notion of the man dying ap ond and to which this verfe relaceth, was the fame which }o%. 21. 17. is 
bischaratler of at Jernfalem -~-— OÒ horrible! Time was when the Popes were fo notorioufly - Mied Gebab ; which wasa city given to the Priefts, who being lordsand owners of 
the prefent naught, as to {peak thus bafely of Chrift; to deny, or at leaft doubt of the immor- th “Town, were ( probably ) the ring-leaders of the reft in that matchleffe villany; — > 
*% 280 tality of the foul, the-refurreétion of the body, &c. and then a poor Popeling cried ` ‘fo were of the number of thofe worft of finners, who knowing the judgement Rom.t.34, 
out, that the finnes of that Synagogue were fo great, as that it deferved not to be a God (that tey which commit {uch things are worthy of death) not onely do the 
ruled by any other then Reprobates. Certain it is,that God plagues contempt of the a but have pleafure in them that do them. 
truth ( that great Gofpel-fin) with an inundation of errours and enormities, J Mow will he remember their iniquities, and vifit their finnes. ] Now that they 
Verfe 8. The watch-man of Ephraim was with my God, ] i. e. The falfe prophets had filled up the meafure of their fathers finnes, Matth. 23. 32. nay fought to oute 
above mentioned, pretend themfelves to be with God, and for him; {peak, look, and a them P s pxduit non effe impudentes (as Auftsn faith fomewhere) God would 
act as if they came out of Gods bofome, or were fo many Angels newly dropt from paren them no longer. Let this b@poted, by fuch as being told of their vile and 
heaven: take upon them glorious titles to that purpofe, as Watch-men Prophets. or ea ractifes, plead that they do but as their forefathers did. Certainly. if the 
{piritual-men, &c. Thefe titles proved fnares to many that enquired not narrowly nani be as ill as they were heretofore, they are even for that caufe much the worfe; 
into them: and efpecially becaufe they preached Placentia, foothed men up in their Md God will the fooner remember and vifit, pay wicked men for the new and the 
finnes, fowed pillows under their elbowes, dawb’d with untempered morter, 8, aid See chap. 8. 13- ing i 
Hence filly people lent both their ears to them .(as birds do to the lure or whiitle of “7 Verfe 10 7 found Ifrael like grapes in the wilderneffe, ] Where any thing is 
the fowler } and were foon enfnared. ° . d and fweet. becaufe in a barren and folirary place. Hence they are faid to have 
: the prophet is as a [nare of a fowler, Œc. } Seducers have their pithonologic, their eed hone out of the rock, Deat. 32.13. that is, water as fweet as honey, becaufe 
i art to perfwade before they teach, asthe Vasentinians had : they are cunning and j in fu h necellity. The Vine and Fig-tree are of fo great account, as that forham 
1 infinuate as Zanchy teftifieth of Lelins Socines, that, by propounding queftions in his arable brings in the trees, offering the foveraigne power to them, 7udg. 9. 
he fought to enfnare him, femper interr ogans quafi cuperet docers, labouring to drop ie te To thefe two nobleand ufefull trees, and co their moft feafonable and com- 
; _ into him certain dangerous principles of the Samofatenian herefie. This Nie trick fortable fruit doth the Lord here compare Ifrael: to grapes in the wildernetfe, . 
Zancb de pab, they have learned of that old manflayer the devil, who by thefe Emiffaries of his nd tothe firft-ripe figs, que delcatis in [ummo {unt precio, which are counted Miegu 
*Prajate caccheth fimple people,as the fowler doth the bird,by cafting baits: or as the fiher 3 t dainties. Our Saviour came with great defireto the fig-tree, Matih. 21. 19. 
by one fith catcheth another, that he may feed upon both. , tt foul defired the frf ripe frusts: and though they had not been full ripe, he could 
And hatred in the houfe of his God. J] Sataxicall hatred (asin the former verfe) have been glad of them, even of the firf?-fraits of the fig-tree, at her firft-time, as 
which thefe wicked watch-men do ftir up againft the true Prophets, and faithfull fer- it is here A primordio ejus, of thofe untimely fruits which the fig-tree cafteth 
! vants of God. Diodate carrieth it thus, Thefe wicked watch-men are the chief oc- shen haken of a mighty winde, Rev. 6.12. By this expretlion then is fet forth 
cafion of Gods hatred, .and of the reje@ion of his people, who are as it were his Gods dear and free love to Ifrael, when he found him in a defert land, in the waft 
family. Luther, Wigandus, and others fet this fence upon the whole verf. (taking howlin wilderneffe: he compaffed him about, he inftru@ted him, he kept him as - 
the former part to be {poken of the good watch-men ) Thofe ancient watch-men thea a of his eye, Dent. 32. 10. All chis and more he did for them, ex ms: ro mots, 
of Ephraim were joyned with my God, and wholly for him: but thofe at this day out of pure and unexcited love, according to his own heart, according to the good 
are de {nares &c. and if there be any yet left of che former ftock, they have left off pleafure of his will, he loved chem becaufe he loved them, Det. 7.7, 8.and nv 
| he g goog and are become hatefull, as Pfal.36.2,3. their iniquity is fouad to be in the wilderneffe efpecially, where they grieved him fourty years together, an 
| hateful. There, are that render the words by way of exclamation thus, O rens odio- tempted him ten times, Nam. 14.22. But God had faid of ifrael, He ws my fenne, 
| am © abominandam in domo Des! Oh hideous and hatefull !- oh how hath the devil even my firft-born, E xod. 4. 22. and fo, higher then the kings ef the earth, Pfat. : . 
! Peirred him, to ftir up fach Seducers, to do fo much mifehief among Gods people $ | 89.27. Hehad chofen him for bis love, and now loved bim for bis choice. fice =o 
There . a 
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{onne of his he called'out of Egypt, to keep a feaft to the Lord in the wilderneffe 
Exod. 5.1. that isto iervehim, Exed. 4. 23. toferve him acceptably, Heb. 12.28. 
to fet up his pure worfhip according to his own pretcript in the Mount, E xod.25.40, 
This was altogether as delightfull to God, as grapes in the wilderneffe are to a wea- 
ried parched traveller. And this the rather, becaufe it was the “kindneffe of their 


Uno anno fe. youth, tne love of their efponjals, which was as the fixft ripe of the figs, inthe firft 
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timc, at the firft bearing: for the fig-tree bears twice a year : and the Egyptian 
fig-tree feven times a year, faith Sofim#s. Now the firft-ripe- fruits are Ladies-mear, 
we fay, or longing-meat. Gods foul doth even long after the firft-ripe-fruits, 
Mich. 7.1. aswe prize even Nertle-buds, when they bud our firft. If the Ving 
do but fiourifh, the Pomgranates bud, the render grapes appear, Cant.6.11.& 7.12, 
he will pour bss /pirit upon the feed. and his bleffing upon the buds, Efay 44.3. Hee 
fiketh not thofe-arbores autumnales, Jude 12. that bud at latter end of harveft: he 
made choice of the Almond-tree, Jer. 1. 11. becanfe it bloffometh firt. So he cal 
fed for firft-fruits of the trees, and of the earth, inthe fheaf, in the threfhing. 
floor, in the dough, in the loaves : yea for ears of corn dried by the fire, and wheat 
beaten out of the green ears, Lev. 2.14. to fignifie how pleafant unto him is the 
primrofe of our age. : 

but they went to Baal-peor, } See Num. 25.3, with the Note. Heb. they went in 
to him, which obfcanum quid Œ tarpe denotat, as Gen. 16. 2. fo Pfal. 106.2% 
They joyned thimfelves alfoto Baal-peor, and ase she facrifices of the dead, thatis, 
facrifices offered to the infernall Gods, er to Pluto the Devil ( whom the Phænici- 
ans called Aforh, or Death ) in the behalf of the dead. l 

and feparated themfelves, |] Heb. Nazxearitedthemfelves, ad religiosè colendum: 
they became Votaries, ro that bame, ] że. to that fhamefull and abominable Idoll, 
that blufhfull Prispus, qui referebat viri pudendi fpeciem: and whofe worfhippers 
are bronght in faying, Nos, pudore pulfo, ftamus fub Iove, coleis apertis, Oc. 
BopCogita raiirm atyovles, we rake a dunghill ( as Cyri? {peaks in like cafe ) in difcour- 
fing ot fuch dungbill-deities. /fidor interpreteth Baal-peor, fimulachrum ignomi- 
nie, an image of ignominy: and moft fure it is, that idolaters, left off their Idols in 
deepeft dangers, fhall be afhamed of their expectation of help from them, fer.3.19. 
and 11.13. 

and their abominations Were according as tly loved. "| Or,according as they lifted, 
fo fome interpret it : or, according as they loved the Moabitifh women more or 
ieffe, fo they worfhipped their Idols: Solomon did the fame. Or, they becameas 
deteftable as their very Idols, which they loved and worfhipped. Or, 1 abominate 
them as much now as ever 1 loved them before : and how much that was he had 
fkewed in the beginning of the Verfe. Now there isnothing that goeth more to 


Gods heart, then the loffe of his love upon an unthankfull pcople. He had healed ` 


their back-flidings in Egypt (where they had worfhipped Idols, Ezek. 16. ) hee 
had loved them freely, and immenfely. Now therefore that they fhould fo flight 
fuch a love, to go after fuch a shame, and fo to undo themfelves for ever ; this was 
monitrous ingratitude, this was an unfufferable injury. 

Verfe 11. As for Ephraim, their glory foall flee away as abird, | Heb. Ephraim 
by a Nominative abfolute. Or, O Ephraim, as with a figh, or a fhriek, for griefand 
horrour of their enfuing calamity, exitium, excidium, Œ exitium. The Lordaf 
flicts not willingly, nor grieves the children of men, Laxs. 3. 33. It goes as much 
againft the heart with him, as againft the hair with us ; witneffe this patheticall ex- 
preffion. Scealfochap.11.8. Their glory, that is, their God, asin the next verft. 
Or, their children, as in the next words. They worfhipped Baal-peor for fruitful- 
neffe ; but it fhali not do: For either they fhall be punifhed with barrenneffe,or elfe 
with a/uéfnefa fæcunditas (as Hierom faith of Læra, who buried many children) 
a dolefull fruitfulneffe, 

their glory foall flee away as a bird, | Suddenly, fwiftly, irrecoverably, fhall their 
numerous pofterity (which they looked upon as themfelves multiplied and eterni- 
zed ) be cut off, be fnatcht away by the hand of death: fo that ( Rachel like) 
they fhall refufe to be comforted, becaufe her children were not: or as Cratificlea 


in Plutarch, who feeing her dear children flain before her, and her {elf reddy tobe ~ 


ferved in like fort, uttered onely this word, Qua pueri, efkis profetti ? Poor chil- 
dren,what’s become of you > fras 


aen a a ETa T 


Cuar.g. the Prophecie of Holea. 


183: 


From the birth, and from the womb, and from the conception...}: In all. hek. 
ftates fhall che curfe follow them clofe=+ -Either they fhali:not: conceive, or-die in. 
the womb, or be ftified in the birth :. they fhall all prove Jcabods: :Icis:God that. 


. gives {trength to conceive, as he did to Sarah, Hannah, Elizabeth, &o- Itis he 
that formeth us in the womb, and that by the book, Pfa/. 139; 15; 16; and pre- 


fesveth us there, Fob 10. 8. when neither we can fhift for our felves, nor our parents. 


provide for us. Is ishe that taketh us thence, P/al. 22.9, 10.' as a nurfe or midwife 
doth the new-born babe. It is he chat keepeth us in the'cradle, and in childhood, 


when we are fubject to a thoufand deaths and dangers: for puerilitas eff pericalo- : 


vrum peligus: itisa juft wonder that any childe attains to maturity. Bur if wicked 


mens children do fo, as oft they do, ( for they are full of children, and leave the reft - 


of their fubitance to their babes, P/al. 17.14.) yet it follows, 


FKerfe 12, Though they bring np children, yer will 1 bereave them, ] If hig chil- 


dren be multiplied, ic is for the fword ; and his off-fpring fhall not be fatisfied with 
bread, /ob 27° 14. “This was fulfilled in Æhabs feventy. fonnes, beheaded rogether, 
2 King. 10.6. in whom he had vainly promifed himfelf the eftablifhmenc of his 
houfe, which God had threatned to root out: In Jehz and his pofterity after the 
fourth generation: Thofe Romans that went out againft. cheenemy at the Porta 
feelerata (as itwas thereupon called ) and never returned again: and that Eckins 
Rufchachins a German Captain, at the fiege of Buda, Anno 1541. whofe fonne a 
valiant young Gentleman, being got our of the army without his fathers know- 
ledge, bare himfelf fo gallantly in fight.againft the enemy, in the fight of his father 
and the Army, thathe was highly commended of all men, and efpecially of his 


. father, thar knew him not at all. Yet before.he could clear himfelf, he was compaf- 


fed in by the enemy, and valiantly fighting, flain. Ra/chachins exceedingly moved 


with the death of fo brave aman, ignorant how near he couched himéfelf, turning- 


about to the other Captains faid, This worthy Gentleman, whatfoever .he be, is 
worthy of eternall commendation, and to be moft honourably buried by the whole 


Army. Asthe reft of the Captains were with like compafiion approving his {peesh, - 


the dead body of the unfortunate fonne re{cued, was prefented to the moft miferable 
father ; which caufed all them that were there prefent to‘fhed rears. But fuch a fud- 
den and inward grief furprized the aged father, and ftruck fo to.his heart, that af- 
ter he had ftood a while {peechteffe, with his eyes feg in his head, he'fuddenly fell 


down dead. 


Tea, Wo aljo to them When I depart from them, | This is indeed worfe then all the. 


reft: this is thar onely evil fpoken of by Ezekiel: hell it felf. is nothing-elfe but a 
feparation from Gods prefence, with the.ill confequents thereof: and rhe tearsof 
hell are noc fufficient to bewail che loff¢ of that beatiticall vifion. How-miferable 
was Cain, when caft off by God ? Saal, wher forfaken of him? David, when de- 
ferted though but for a few moneths? Zob.for a few years, Swidas faith-feven ?. While 
God was gracioufly with him, and profpered him, he was /obab, (that fame men- 
tioned Gen, 36,34, as fome think ) but when under fenfe of Godsabfente, contra 
ted into /ob. See the like, Gen. 17.5. Rath. 1,20.- His defertion was far more 
comfortable then Davids: .it was prebationall. onely'; but Davids: penal , for 
chaftifement of fome way of wickedneffe.. © lay we hold: upon-God ( asthe fpoufe: 
doth upon her beloved.) and cry as the. Prophet did; Lord leave #s not. If he feem 
to be about, and his back be turned, cry aloud afrer.him;. as the blinde man in the 
Golpel did, till Ic/xs flood : fet ip thy-note, as. Micha did after his loft idols, Judg. 
18.24. Ye have taken away my Gods, faith he; and what have Lore? asif he 
fhould have faid, 1 efteem all that you have left meas nothing, now thatmy gods 
are gone. Jerufalem the joy of the whole earth pleafed not: Abfator, unleffe hee 
might tee Davids face. God was no fooner gone from Miriam, but the leprofie ap- 
peared in her face. But of this before. le Hat eee 
Vere 13. Epbraim,as I faw Tyrus, ts planted in a pleafant place v }.And therefore 
pleafeth himfelfas not forfaken of God. But He may:be. angty enough with thofe: 
that yet outwardly profper: As he was with che old world buried in fecuricy : with. 
Sodom, who had fulneffe of bread, and abundance of idleneffe.::with:che:land of 
Shinar (where Babel wagbuilt, Gen. 11.) fruitfullibeyond créduliy, tas Herodotms. 
and Pliay ceftifie, with T yrøs a maritirie and magnificent city, planted: in 4 pleafant. 
l M place, 


Turk, bif. 


Herod. L.y. 
Pin. 1.6. 
cap, 26. 


Dan. 4. 


eAn Expofition on 
place, in the very heart of the Sea ; as Venice is at this day, media: infuperabilis 
undé, environed with her embracing Neptune, to whom (asthe ceremony of her 
throwing a ring into the Sea implies ) fhe marrieth her (elf with yearly Nuptials, 


and hath for her Motto, Nec finita, nec flatu movetur, Nor windes, nor waves can 
ftir her. Of the pomp, pride, and populoufneffe of Tyrus read Ezech, 26,27,&% 


Cuar.g, 


28. chapters. Lo fuch a one was Ephraim, when ripe for ruine, near ro an utter . 


downfall. What can be more fair and flourifhing thena corn-field,or vineyard, a 

little afore the harveft, the vintage ? Phyficians fay, that the nttermoft degree of, 
bodily health is next unto ficknefle. Glaffe, or other metals caft into the fire, fhine, 
moft, when ready to melt and run. This was T gras cafe, this was E Phraims, plea- . 


‘fantly planted, but marked out for deftruction : as a Carpenter cometh to a Wood, 


and with his Ax markech out the faireft trees tor felling. Ephraim is the worfe be- 
caufe he feeth Tyrøs yet profper. But God will take that from heathen Tyres, thar 
he will not take from Ephraim: and the fun-fhine of profperity doth but ripen the 
fins of them both for divine vengeance. 

They fhall bring forth children to the murtherers.| As to Gods executioners : and 
fo thew themfelves not parents, but parricides : becaufe they betray their children/as 
Babel did, by her idalatry, P/a/.137.8. and Efay 1 3.8.)into the hands 01 tie enemy, 
Wherein they are more cruell then that falfe School-matter in Iealy (mentioned by 
Livy and Florns ) that brought forth his fcholars ( the flower of the Nobility and 
Gentry there) to Hansibal : who if he had not been more merciful! then ocher- 
wife, they had all been murthered. But what hall we fay of fuch wretched parents, 


as bring forth children to that old man-flayer the devil ? and how fhall fuch undone ` 


children curfe their. careleffe parents in hell, throughout all eternity ? 4f the Lord 
alfo could fay of thofe poor children that were facrificed to Moloch ( the 
Chaldee paraphrafe underftands this Text of thofe children) Thos baft lain m 
children, and delivered them, tocanfe them to paffe thorow the fire for them (namely 
for the images of the forefaid idols) Ezek. 16.27. what willhe fay, or rather what 
will he not fay, to thofe bloody parents, that carry their children with them, to Sa- 
tans flaughter-houfe 2 . a 
Verft 14. Give them O Lord: what wilt thou give ?] This queftion implieth 
abundance of affection in the Prophet, praying for this forlorn people devoted to 
deftruction. It is the property of gracious fpirits, to be more fenfible of, and more - 
deeply affected with the calamities that are coming upon the wicked, then thofe wic- 
keä ones themfelves are: as Dawiel was for Nebuchadnezzar, whofe dreain bee had 
interpreted, and as Habakknk was for the Chaldeans, whole deftruction hee had 
fore-prophecied, Hab. 3.16. Hofeah likewife (out of great commiferation of Lipbra- 
ims direfull and dreadfull condition ) fets himfelf to pray for them ; though him- 
felf feems {et ata ftand, and in a manner non-pluft, that he cannot well cell what 
tò. ask for them. God once made a fair offer to a foul finner, even to Absz, that 
Sturdy ftigmatick, E/ay 7.11. Ash thee a Signe of the Lord thy God: ask ic citer 
sa the depth; or in the height above. But etbaz Said, (chuviithly enough ) / will 
not ask neither will I try the Lord, ver. 12. he would none of Geds kind nefie, which 
yet the Lord there heapeth upon him ver/e1 4. that where fin abounded, grace might 
fuperabound. Had our Prophet had but half fuch an offer, or aay che ieaft fuch 


"encouragement, oh how gladly would he have embraced it, how hufiiv would he 


~~ have catch at it, as chofe Syrians did at Ababs kind words, 1 King. 30, 35> Guthe, 


confidering the feverity and. certainty of Gods judgments denounced againft them, 
verf.12, 13.:and being much amazed thereat, fets himfelf to intercede ana make — 
réequeft for..his. deplored countreymen ; as Samuel did for Sual rejeGed by God, 
1 Sam. 16.1. as.Panl did for the ebdurate Jews, Rom. 9 3. And becaute he faw 
that he could not obtain of the impartiall Judge of the world, to let gò itch an im- 
penitent people altogether unpunifhed, he begs for them, that of two evils they may 
fuffer the leaft : and rather bring forth no children at all, or children that may die 
as foon as born ( this had been threatned verf: 11,12.) then bring forin ¢hildres to 
the. murtherer: \t being the greateft mifery that can befall a tender hearted parent, 


. ;> to fee his dear children butchered before his eyes, as Zedekiah and Afanricins the 
` Emperour did : and before them both the king of Edom, whofe eldeft Jonne, was by 


the king of Moab facrificed upov the wall, in his fathers fight, 2 King. 3.27.Ars05 2.5. 
` Thus 


Cuar .ġ. the Prophecie of Hofea. 

s Rabbi Kimchi giveth the fenfe of this text : Give Lord, what thou wilt give ? 
not they ny pfer in the womb, or at leaft in their infancy, that which they 
fhould otherwife fuffer by the enemies {word : Confer, Jer. 20.18. Luk, 23. 23. 
Ecclef. 4.2. Job, 3- The prophet knew well that God is never fo bitterly bent a- 
gainfta people or perfon, but that fomething he will yceld to faithful and fervent 
prayer, Mat, 24. 20. 


Fleilitur iratus voce rogante Deys. 


Ferf. a5. AA their wickedneffe isin Gilgal, ] We have had the prophets prayer : 
. Followes now the Lords anfwer in this and the following ver/e, where we have the 
former threats repeated, to fhew that God was unchangeably refolted upon their 
ruine ; and that firft for their Idolatry, fecondly, for their.other vile practifes,thirdly: 
for the apoftafie of their Princes: Ali this here. Their Idolatry was the worfe, be~ 
caufe committed at Gilga/, where God had done much for their forefathers: See 
the Note above on Chap. 4. 15. The quality of the place addes much to the great- 
neffe of the finne, Efay. 26. Inthe land of nprightneffe they will deal senjnftly, Efay. 
25.10, the faithfull city isbecomean harlot, E/ay.t.21. Bfay.5.7. he looked for 
judgement, but behold a fcab, The devil defireth to fet up himfelf in fach places, 
as have been formerly eminent for Gods fincere fervice, as Gilgal once was, 1 Sam: 
10, 8. and 11.15, for the ark of the covenant wasthere, which thefe. Idolaters had 
not. Soin the holy land, (as they {till call it) whichis pofleffed by Mahometans,and 
Papifts : So Wittenberg, where Lather firt began to reform, is now deformed by 
divers errours and herefies, as Pelanus obferveth. Wilkinfon again{t the Familifts re- 
ports the like of Colcheffer in Effex. i EN p 
For there I hated thems,) Angry I was withthem before, and grieved for their o- 
ther mifdoings : but their idolatry hath enraged me with an holy hatred of them, 
and that there, where I fhewed greateft love to their forefathers. God thinks the 
worfe of fuch places wherein Idolaters reft and rooft : like as he thinks the better of 
the towns and houfes, where his faithful fervants inhabit, as Efay. 49.16. their 
Wals are ever before him. aes l . 
For thé wickedneffe of their doings I Will drive them ont,] Revenge arid expulfion 


135 


is the next effect of hatred. There is a a deal of other wicked doings, where ` 


idolatry (that wickedueffe with a witneffe as it is here ftiled) is ferup. Surely of. this 
abominable thing we may well fay as Saint James doth of difcord ; where envying 
and ftrife i, there ús confufion and every evil work, Jam. 3.16. But God will not 
endure {uch doings in his houfe : David would notin his, P/a. 101, Solomon enters 
tained Jeroboam into his honfe & fervice,becaufe he faw the young man was meet for 
the work, 1 King. 11.28. buthe proved a mifchief to and againft his houfe, Many 
now adayes {cruple not to entertain and harbour fuch as are ferviceable,though other- 
wife their religion be either a popi puppetand ealf worfhip, ora flat irreligion; 
Thefe have littleof God in them. Be Soad T 
I will drive them out of mine honfe, faith he, I will love them nomore,) A fearful 
fentence, like that Jer. 16. 13, will pew them no favour : this was worfe to them, 
then their captivity there threatened. Ephraim had a great deal:of outward peace 
and profperity, but love they had none ; becanfe none of thofe graces that flow 
from election, and accompany falvation: Thefe are Gods love-tokens, that alt inuft 
court: But oh ! take heed (faith one) if thouadd’{t -any more to thy wickednefles, 
left that this dreadful fentence be pronounced in heaven againft thee, Z wil loveshee 

no more, Heb, J will adde no more to love thee. l F DORE 
All their Princes are revolters,} Col farehem forerim, an élegancy paft englifhing. 
The Princes were all rebellious and refractary, uncounfellable, unper{wadable 1 as the 
, Seventy render it) like that king of * Scotland that would feldom ask coukl; birt 
never follow any: fo wedded he was to his own will. Elati (uperbia volebant fn: 
periores effe verbe, faith Luther upon this text. Jeroboatn-likė they would fretch ott 
their hand againfta prophet, that fhould crie againft: their :altars,:and' deal. plaibly 
with them, as Hofea here doth: teftifying ta their faces that they.were.all Apo- 
ftates, and made //rael nñ. Princes fhould be the Lord-keepers of both tables of the 
Law; as it was written upon the word. of ee the Great: But when Soe 
2 > 


oe 
Dan. Hift. o 
Eng, fol.207. 


1 Kin. 34° 
Decem pracep- 


tora cuftos 
Carelut, 


Firg. 


. with Nebuchadnezzar, Dan, 4.14 nay, 


Valete mea de- 
fideria valete. 
Cic. ep. fam. b 
24. ep. 2, 


Tres vemicas 
tria carcinoma. 
ta, Sneton. 


1 Sam.15. 


` togive usan hearing car, (that way to wifedom ) 


eAn Expofition on 


naught, as here, the people take after them. Principis vita cenfura eft & cynojurg. 
Ver]. 16. Bphrains is [mitten] As a tree that hath received a deadly wound, or 
that hath thebark pulled off it, fo thar the fap cannot find the way to the branches: 
or that is blafted, as the fig-tree in the Gotpel was by Chrifts curfe ; and asa vine 
{mitten by great hailftones, and beaten down to the ground. The Lord 
Ifrael, faith another Prophet, as a reed is Soaken in the Water 
Œc. 1 King. 14. 15, rootand branch in one day. 

The root ss dried up, they foal bear no fruit.) The root of the righteous fhall not 
be moved, Prov. 12, 3. The root of the matter is found in me, faith Job, Chap. 19, 
28. the holy feed fhall bethe fiaoftance thereof, E/ay. 6. 1 3. asateyl-tree, and as an 
oak, whofe fubitance is in them, ib. The Duke of Florence gave for his enfigne a 
reat tree with many {preading boughes, one of them being cut off wi i 
Vino avullo non deficit alter Aurews. But it is othe-wife with 


Cuar.g, 


their roots is left in the earth, Verf. 15. but 
written childi ffe, Jer. 22. 30. thesr roor is dried yp, 
bear no fruit, beget no children, which are the fiuit of the womb, 
Lauk, 1.42. Doegs doom thall befall them, P/a/, 52.5. God fhall 


ever; he thall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwellin 
thee out of the land of the living. Selah. 


Yet Iwill flay, for it is God thatlets in, and fets on the enemy; itis he that iz- 
6 


Even the beloved fruit of their wemb. ] Heb. their defires, or their defireable 
ones, their deareft children, called by T3 ne i 


are Certain cares but uncertain comforts: they may prove, as 4 
dren did, whom he called his three ulcers or cankers, cc. 

Verf. 37. My God wil cafè them away, ] My God, not their God, 
caft-aqayes and Apoftates : tee thelike, 1 ohm, 5: 17. and learn to {tik to God the 


Wil caft them away] with difdain and deteftation, as vile and execrable, He will 
do it, faith the prophet here, not withouta great deal of grief, as fiuding that God 


tahlefentence, faith Luther upon the text 
walls and windows. Death came into the worl A 
Hear and your foxles foal live 3 and they that willnot hear the inkrndi 

doomed to deftrudtion, as were Eli's fonnes, 1 Sam. 2.25. and Amaziab, 2 Chro. 
25; 16. - A heavy ear is a fingular Jndgenieng, Efay. 6. 10. an-vincircumciled ear 
æforgranner of Tuine, fer. 6.10,11. O Pray God to pull off that filthy foreskin,and 


Í a ! om} an underftanding hearr, fuch as 
Solenson begged, s King 3.:9, Pray, that he would bore Our ears, as Pfal. 40.6. 


and make the bore big enough, that we may not onely hear, but hearken ; liften as 
for life, hear and give ear, be not proud, for the Lord hath {poken it, Jer. 13.156 
when God hath fpoken-ence, let us bear it twice id did, Pfel. 62. 11.°he 


» as Davi 
Preacht over the Sermon again to himfelf at home. We muft do with che words 


direCtions, 


s ms i E a N 
~—_——_—- = i 
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directions, as we do with oylto z ftiffe j : rub and chafe them on our hearts by 

irecti with oyl to a f{tiffe Joynt ; r een e th 
n PAE meditation and prayer - kidi we hear = thef 
a 7 ear im, the foal be wanderers among the nations, 

hearken unto him, they wa i P 

H tele : pes say fhall befall ae A at ag “i a ee ee l : 
+FieD. £ : 1i ` ae , 

i ander fo wide as. to mi ; p as 
fom fe si peer sg Lo, this is the cafe of thefe wae AE dir 
ea tad defeited nation exiled oat of the world bya SE oat i £ allp! : 
ie til God turnagain their captivity as the fireams in the fouth, heg 
out-cafts of I/rael. . 
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J Gen.4.12. 


iste, see wines | G her fruit, and fo ; 
Verf. | Bes és an empty vine, , Heb. an emptying vine ; lofing era 


f all good, of all 
iving theowncr. How canJfrae/ but be empty o 
kalar Mes Gavi when he wil wi hearken unto God, nor ose onde aT 
‘ings of a Swell miniftry ? when he is calf off by God, wk ? A cae ae 
the trui oF righteoufnefle: andissota pete” oe land of, dar vel hop pacts 
er fee EEA his root is dried up; Chap. 9. andall his juyc ae "Bt 
Jer. ia into leaves, fo that is (frondofa vitis (as the vulgar ae 5 } : À "i m 
fach as are our profligate proteffours, and carnal gopa isp hee eat ~ 
James his folifidian , that empty fellow, as he calleth him, i ji Sireni 
l ly, the holy Spirit (thofe rwo golden pipes, Zach. 4. ) emp y a eaen 
fick the golden oyles of all precious graces, as from oe ie score akh Afe 
The Vine and the olive (two of the beft fruit-trees) grow sa a aber Ron 
lanchthon, IF Ifraels hearthe diyided from God, as verf. A pe es Sard 
oua Ele e r d 1 Wir epeht gril Lord St away the excellency of 
i fte; and thou VEJE 24) Orq Fars ; J 
Ta, ry PEA of Wiesel: for the emptiers have emptied them oug and mar 
eb oe oni ee As he beareth fruit in and from himfelf aie te IY : 
hi b hi o h it clafp about the oak, and fometimes kils it, yet brings or hatte 
be i a Pitas of its own root) fo he beareth fruit for ie Fiii fig: 
Profit : feats and preferment is his Trinity ;. and corrapt /elf hae cane ce 
H fafteth to himfelf, as thofe hypocrites, Zach. 7:5. he pray ess Picea A 
ch Ims, &c. cut of finful felf-love. In all that he doth ibs Uo spidey 
fe He ‘bi own ends onely ; as the Eagle, when he flieth Mewes $ gi es 
ey. in arabola ovis capras fuas quarit > like the fifh u f if lecker he bears 
dumb or hath nothing but filver in his mouth, heis ar da a sa etic 
fruit to himfelf he facrificeth to himfelf as Sejanus did. As one Meares if 
have ftollen fire from Jupiter ; fo the falfe If aelite would Ws ot bridgeto bring bins 
he could tellhow. Spiraconfeffed that he ufed prayer one eng é mighes for ‘soa 
te heaven ; and therefore he defpaired of acceptance; as we fet of Ech clafters of 
fhould God relith fuch forry hedge-fruits ? how fhould ee a as (he bears all 
Gomsorrah, Deftroy it not, for there is ableffing inst? ane 2e a. Kemi 
her fruit in Chrift, Jeb. 15.2. fo fhekeeps all her frait, or. a PEA E AE 
cries out, Propter te Domine; propter te. As al his {prings ib veonichin. Heei i 
is, is for him; and if fhe had-moreand better, fhe could bereem i Bia be aise 
that when he comesinto his garden (upon her invitation ) A puns Son ibe beef. 
fant frnits, he gathereth bis myrrhe with bis (pice, he eatet apie : a ath canals 
cofmb, as ic were cruft and crumb together, Chap. 5. I. dads he han, phere the 
ter and worfe-performed fervices ; he.paffeth oy ne = kindof Suit, (as tbe. 
heart is upright, for the main: wicked men prefentalfo fome west E E 
vak bears fome kind of apples and acorns, but they ae eles If puits) but they- 
will haunckghem up ; fo the devil likes well enough of thefe fel 2 apples will nee 
make not to Gods palar. Delicaga res efè Spiritus Dei, ars (e pen ve maybe 
down with him. Selfgmnft be ftrained out, and God fet up,. that ye be 


TE be alone may be glorified, 
called Trees of rigen., the planting of = Lord, that be a ss nay S era. 


Chap.9.17. 


Phil.y.1r, 


xè. . 


Ef,65.8. 


Terini, 
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Cuap.to. 


Job. Manl. 
doc,cem. ps9 2. 


x Tim 6.17, 
18. 


l digu. 
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j TRAJ- 
f NUS, 


Efay 6%. 3. being filled with’the fruits of righiteonfneffe, which arehy inc 
unto the glory aa praife of God, Phil. 1. ae 5 f aE EORR 
according to the multitude of bis fruit, he bath increafed the altars 
tatem, exuberant fimulachris, faith the Vulgar elegantly ; buc yer fhorc of the Ori 
‘ginal, where there is a dainty Agnomination, and adouble Polyptoton, Eor th E 
fence: the Prophet as he had accufed Ifrael of emptineffe, and felfithneffe.’ fo tee 
doth here of unthankfulneffe; in abufing Gods plenty co che promoting of idola- 
try ; as if God had hired them to be wicked. See the like before, chup. 2. 8. with 
the Note: and confider how far againft the ingenuity of a Chriftian it is to bee. 
Jeaft for God, when he hath moft from him: when his own turn is ferved. then to 
turn his back trom the Authour of all his good: to do asthe Moon that erteft fur- 
theft on abe >un, when he is fulleft of his light. ; i 
according to the goodneffe of his land, "| Idolaters defire to be whe 
good lands, fruicfull fields: that they may lavith upon their Naka E 
may {0 beantifie, or(as the Hebrew word here is) bontfie their images, as Jezebel did 
her head with tires and brave dreffes, 2 King. 9, 30. Their Sorrows foal! be malti- 


J Juxta uber. 


\ 


f/and ( praying for it, asis to be feen written on the gates of their Colled 
{elu converte Angliam: fiat, fiat ) the reafon is evident.: it isa good Jad, E 


England was wont tobe 
f treafure, that could ne-| 


that they lay not 


by for pious and. charitable nfes, according as God hath bleffed them, 1 Cor. 16.2 


but that they thould be che richer the barder + as childten that have thei 

: r th 
full, and both tands full, yet will part with none, but fpillicrather. It is obferced: 
of men that grow very far, that they have fo much the leffe blood. And fo the 


ae pany men are in their eftates, the leffe blood, life, and {pirits they have - 


Verfe a. Their heart ts divided, Jf. From God ; who 
disjoynted from them, Ier. 6.8. They profeffed to worthi 


be no halving. 
dames to fuch, chap. 4.8. Cleanfe your hands ye. 


mouthes, and manners: 
in holy duties, and the contrary abominable, Efay 29.13. 


fword) and fay all your 
d cleft in the back-bone 


(as 


i SN 


the Prophecie of Hlofea. 


(asthe Apotties word fignifieth, Heb. 4: 13. ) bat ye would not then be convinced 
of all, and falling dowmupon your face worfhip God; as `r Cor: 14. 34, 25 2 Now 
you are found faséry, or guilty, and Cry peccave: or now Jos are, that is, fhortly 
ye fhall be w2ffed and defolared, as fome render it: or now fhail they die, (forthe 
Vulgar ) fhall they perifh: how fhould they do-otherwife whofe heart ( that feat 
of life) is cue in twain, and whom the jealous and. juft God will cutin twain ; tear- 
ing their fouls from their bodies by death, Satans flaughter-man, and appointing 
them their portion with hypocrites, Matth. 24. 51e 7 -= OE te E 

He foal ‘break, dows their altars | He, that is God, my God; chap.'9. 17-fok 
this Chapter is acontinuation of that ( though Gualter make ië the beginning of 
Hofea’s feventh Sermon ) He, that excellent He, that Aph-Hu, 2 King. 2.14: 
ı Even He, proved by five reafons to be one of Gods Attributes, by Mr. Weem/s in 
his Expofition of the Morall Law, Part. 1. pag.162. Vide fis. - Others render ir 
thus: It foall break down their altars, Ipfum cor. it, thatis, their Heart, ( which 
indeed is the next Antecedent ) and happy had it been for them’, if their heart 
divided from their wickedneffe, had been active in breaking down their Altars in 


CHAP «Io. 


39° 


Interibunt. 


oar psitoos. 


the Prophet E/ay’s fence, chap. 27.9. asa fruit of their true repentance: By: thes . 


therefore, that is, by their afflition fanctified, foall rhe iniquity of Jacob be purged, 
and thes 1s a the fruit (and gogd fruit too ) to take Ay his finne :, When ¢ ih te- 
ftimony of his found repentance, and felf-abhorrency Yor Foriner idolatry). be makes 
all the flones of the altar as chalkeftones. that are beaten in Sunder, the ‘groves and 
images foall net fland xp. But it appears not any wliere that Ifrael was fo well-af- 
fected though grievoufly afi&ed : that his divided heart prompted him to-any 
fuch holy practife. Rather it brought ruine upon him, to the decolling of his altars, 
and fpoyling of his images ( which he fo doted on, and.delighted in ) and fo might 
well fay to him, as Apolodor the tyrants heart did, who dreamed one night that 
he was flea’d by the Seyshians, and boyled in a caldron.: and that his heart fpake 
to him out of the kettle ; Jg ss Z shat have drawn thee to all this: thom mayeft thank, 
me for all, : S s A, PORTE: 
Verfe 3. For now they foall fay, We have no king, | fc. todo us good | heisno 
better to us now, then a king of clouts: he cannot protect us, or deliver us out of 
the hands of our enemies. ` If we crie unto him, as fhe did, Help O king ; he mutt 
needs anfwer as there, Jf the Lord do net hel thee, Whence [helptbee? Vainis.the 
help of man now that God fets againft us. Perred him wé have not, and now help 
ushe will not. Ef ergo interrogatio negantinm ÖĞ defþerantium, faith Rivets This 
is the queftion, not, of penitentiaries Cas Lyra thinketh ) but of fuch as defpair, 
and deny that help can be had, either from God, whom they have flighted, or from 
their king, who is over-matched ; as -A/a was by the Ethiopians, when he came 
forth againft them, with an Army of fivehundred thoufand, but was encountred 
, by an Army of a thoufand thoufand,, the biggeft, I think, that. weread of in the 
book of God, 2 Chron, 14. and was therefore fain to crie, Help us O Lord our God, 
Sor we refl in thee: and inthy Name, not in our own ftrength, we go agasnft this mal- 
titnde, ver. 11, ma l l Ue ston eee 
becaufe we feared not the Lordy) We trembled not at his word, as chap. 9.17% 
and now it hath taken hold of us, Zech. 1.6, See the Note. ' By our prophaneneffe 
we have enraged God againft us : by our creature-confidence, wee have made him 
our enemy : and now, all too late, we acknowledge our impiety, we bewail our fol- 
ly: for what fhould a king do tous? what can he do for us ? more then weep over 
us, as Xerxes did over his Army? cry las, Alas, that great city Babylon, &c, as 
thofe kings her paramouts, Rew. 18. 9, 10. with they had never raigned as Adrian, 
&c. Once the cry of this people was, Nay, but we will havea king, and they had 
him: but no fuch great joy of him. After that again, they would have a king of 
their own choofing, Jeroboam I mean; and he proved a fingular mifchief to them, 
as did likewife all his Succeffours. They doted upon a king, and ‘put their truft in 
Princes; but they {oon found that in them therewas no help, P/at. +46: 3. that. 
theycould not refcue them out of the punithing hands of the king of ings, the 
ivin ; 5 : ured G 
Pors 4. They have fpokenords, ] Bubbles of words, great {welling words (as 
` 2 Pet, z. 18.) thereby thinking to bear down, and .outface the Prophets, and ad 
l D © godly- 
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godly-party. They fpeake violent words, (as the Chaldee hath it ) robuftious 
words, as if they would yet carry it (though their king could not help them ) by 
confederacies, and covenants, confirmed with oathes: holding that rule of the pri. 


fcilianiffs for Gofpel ( as they fay. ) 


Isra, perjura: fecretun prodere noli: 


And that maxime of Machiavel, that Religion it felf (in contra&s and covenants) 
fhould not be cared for ; but onely the appearance, becaufe the credit is an help, the 
ufea cumber « butall thefe are but words, faith the Prophet, and thofebut winde: 
they fhall do them no good, becaufe without God. j 


Quid nifus ? rifns : conamina ? inania, vana: 
, Conventus ? ventus : fædera ? verba mera. : 

on Swearing falfly in making a covenant, | A foul bufineffe, whether it be under. 
ftood of covenanting with God (whereof before ) or with the Affyrian, with 
whom they broke, to ingratiate with So king of Egypt, 2 King. 17. How God 
plagueth perjurers, 8c. ee fee Zach. 5. 3. and Adal. 3:5. with 
the Notes. - He will appoin® the fword to avenge the quarrell of his Covenant, Lev. 
26.25. ashedid upon Jerufalem, not leaving there one ftone upon another : upon 
thofe feven golden candlefticks, long fince broken in pieces for their breach of co- 
venant : upon Bobemiah, that feat of the firft open and authorized Reformation, 
whatever will yet become of Exgland, &c. 

~ thus judgement (pringeth up as hemlock, in the furrews of the field. ] Heb. of 


_. my field, where I have plowed and made long furrowes, fitted for good feed, 
` . wherein I looked for judgement, but behold oppreffion ; for righteoufneffe, bur 


behold a crie, E/ay 5.7. This root of bitterneffe, thefe ftalks of hemlock (that 
venemous weed, full of deadly poyfon ) is bad any where, .but worft of all, when 
found in Gods field, noted for an habitation of juftice, and mountain of holizeffe, 
Jer. 31.23. Wherefhould aman look for juftice, but where holineffeis profef- 
fed 2 fith primo pracepte reliquorum omnium cbfervantia pracipitur , the fecond, 
Table of the Law is included in the firft: yea the keeping of all the ten is enjoy- 
ned in the firt commandement? Of Reme it was anciently faid, that all the neigh- 
bouring cities were the better for her example of fingular care to do juftice, ic 
fhould be fo faid of the city of God :*where when judgement is turned into worm- 
wood, and the fruit of righteoufneffe into hemlock, as Amos 6. 12. Wellit may 


grow till it be ripe in the field, but God will not fuffer it to fhed, to grow again, bur + 


cutsit up.by a juft and feafonable vengeance. 

Verfe 5. The inhabitants of Samaria foall fear, } ft. When God fhali break ; 
the necks of their altars, and fpoil their images, as verfe 2. They feared not God, 
by their own confeflion verfe 3. therefore they are full of bafe fears, whereof the 
true fear of God would have freed them, Afatth,10. 28. Hee that feareth Gad 
needeth not fear any other thing, or perlon, P/al. 112.7. but can fay with David, 


My feet, that is, mine affections, fand in aneven place, that is, in an equabjete- - 


nour: Jespavidum ferient ruine, I foall reftin the day of trouble, when he cometh 
ap againft the people, (faith holy Habakkuk, chap. 3.16.) I pall rejoyce in she 
God of my falvation: when thofe that fear not God fhall be at their wits end : yea 
they fhall be mad for the fight of their eyes that they fhall fee, Dene. 28. 34. 

. Becaufe of the calves of Reth-aven, | Calvesin the feminine gender, Shee-calves, 
by way of contempt and derifion, as Hierom noteth: as Efay 3. 12. Women rule 
over them. The Jewes at this day look upon women as a lower creation, and fu 
fer them not to enter into rhe Synagogue. Asamong the Turks they never go to + 
Church, neither is there any reckoning made of their religion. The Heathens had 
the like conceits and expreffions: O Phrygia, neque enim Phryzes--- Axnides ir? 
*AxMot,@c, We cannot {peak over-bafely of idols: the Scriptures calleth them, 
excrements, Nethings, &c. Luther wonders that Jeroboam Knowing how ill the 
people had fped with their golden. Calf in the wilderneffe, fhould yer dare to fet up 
two at Dan and Bethel (both here called Bethaven, or konfes of iniquity: ) anda 

i man 


z m rii i so por ei 3 ile gear reas ene 


the Prophecie of Hofea. 

man might as well wonder, that having as great a miracle wrought before him in 
the drying up of his hand, as St. Pas? at his converfion, yet was he no whit 
wroughtupon. But if God ftrike notthe ftroke, if the Spirit fet not in with the 
means, all’sto no purpofe. Who would chink that men fhould ever be fo void of 
reafon, as to truft in that which cannot fave it {elf from the enemies hands > as 
thefe calves of Beth-aven, and as the Papifts breaden-god, brought into the field by 
the rebels of North-folk, in King Edward the fixths dayes: neither was there 
lacking maffes, croffes, banners , candlefticks, with holy-bread, and holy-water 
plenty, to defend them from devils and all adverfary power: which in the end, 
neither could help their friends, nor fave themfelves from che hands of their ene- 
miees: but eft-foons both the confeerated god, and all the trompery about him, 
was taken in a cart, and there lay all in the duft ; Leaving to them a notable leffon of 
better experience, faith Mr. Fox, who relateth ir. ; 

For the people thereof Ji. e, of the calf, to whom they had dedicated themfelves ; 
asthe oubites are called the people of Chemofs, Num. 21.29. and Turks, Maho- 
metans. Yor all people will walk every one in thename of his God; and we will 
walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever; Mic. 4. 5. 

Do monrn over it, | Asthofe women wept for Tammuz, Exech, 8. 14. that is, 
for Ofirts king of Egypt, whofe image they had adored, as thofe Rev. 18. wailed o- 
ver that old whore, when they faw her a broyling ; as Idolatrous Micah cried after 
his gods, }xdg. 18. and as the people of the Eaft-Indies in the Ifle Zeylon, having 
an apes tooth which they had confecrated, gotten from them, mourned, and offered 
an incredible maffe of treafure to recover it. Should not men then mourn after the 
fincere fervice of God, and hold it dear to their foules > : 

Ad the Priefts thereof that rejoyced in it] Heb. the Chemarims, or Chimney- 
chaplaincs, that were all black and footy with the fmoak of the factifices, and were 
therefore called Chemarim or Camilli, as affe&ting a black habite fanFimonie ergo; 
or having black brand-marks upon their bodies, in honour of their Idols, whereof 
thefe haply were the Hierophante, or mafters of the Ceremonies, and made a great 
gain thereof the ground of their joy : for itis gles quia xgep td, gain fo called, 
becaufe it delights the heart. 

For the glory thereof. i.e. of the calf, the beauty and bravery of its worfhip, all 
is now utterly gone. 

Verf. 6 Xt foallbe alfo carried unto Affyria, Gc. As no {mall part of the fpoyl, 
fhal this Deafrer be carried captive:being fo far unable to fave others,that he cannot 
fave himfelf. 

For a prefent to king Pareb,\ (See Chap. 3. 13. in fignum omnimode vittoria. 
fo e£neas, 


CHAP .10. 


Ilium in Italiam portat, villofque penates. 


though in another fenfe ; yet they muft needs be poor defpicable deities, that fall 
into the enemies hands. The Ark indeed fell into the Philiftines hands: but the 
Ark was not Gods, but onely a figne of his prefence, which God fuffered fo to be ta- 
ken, for a punifhment to his people, and for a plague to his enemies, whom he fmore 
in the hinder parts, and fe put them to a perpetual reproach, Pfal. 78.66. 

Ephraim foall receive bame) becaufe they hoped and harped upon better things, 
fob. 6.20. O pray, with David, that our hopes be not difappointed : that they 
make us not afhamed, as Pas? fpeaketh ; that they prove not as the fpiders web, 
curioufly framed but to catch flies onely ; or asthe childes hope, who catcheth at 
the fhadow on the wall which he thinks he holds faft, or atthe butterflie, which if 
he catch, he hath no fuch great catch of. 

And Ifrael foall be afoamed of his own counfels} of their impolitick plots and 
practifes, in dividing themfelves from Davids houfe, and fetting up unwarranted 
worfhips, calling in forrain helps, &c. Their own counfels have caft them down, 
706.18. 7. becaufe they were acted by falfe principles, and aymed at their own 
corruptends. They took counfel, dur not of God; and covered with a covering, but 
not of bis {psrit, that they might adde fin to fin, Efay. 30. 1. They made not the 
Word the man of their counfel, as David did, Pfal. 119, 24. neither prayed they 
as 


Ag. and 
Mon. 1390, 


Æneid.i, 


See Vay. 46.8. 


Rom.5.$, 


14.2 


BSOD ende 


Buut. 


Tarnou. 


Antiq. 114, 
cap.26. 

De bel. Jud. 
+ib.1.cap.12. 


Sueton, 


‘ 


An Expofition on 


ashe, Pfal. 73. 24. Guide me 


God, and fo were brought low, by their iniqui 


afoamed of their on counfel, th 
by that which they call Reafon 
ned with Juftice and Religion. 


ws... 


Cuar.y, | 


b Lord with th neace se 
a word, they perifhed by their own coun. a and fo bring me to glory. In 


ey faw themfel 


11.6. whereby they Provoked 


ty, Pfal. 106. 43. and then th 
ves befooled by their carnal tina 


of State, which indeed is treafon, unleffe it be feafo- 


Verf.7. As for Samaria her king is cnt j 
Jile (whereok this prophet is Rif sti Ze a a Joam upon the waters, An apt 


though gotten into Samaria, a 


4-7. as the foams upon the waters, bul. ; 
4.7. slla evanida 
it arifech, and whereby it is wherri NEEE T 


blown up by every {mall wind, 
but it difappeares. Lo fuch are 
them in their wickednefs. He 


upon ehe Waters. 1, For their feeming brightnefle. 2. For their 


3. For their inftability and ina 


pearance. The Turkifh Empire (which hath fwallowed up 


ot her idols, as fome jenfe it 


ftrong city, fe i : 
out a fiege of three years aE aiya ysig and fortified, as to hold 


be cut off, or filenced as Chap, 
whereof 


ed away, and cannot refift : or, as a bubble 


and as eafily blown out again ; it no fi 

ae eee pres os kingdoms, wher Gal fee 

l soy the fþiritsof Princes, Pfal ; 

na E C ane Here is) as one would flip off a Howe real ee a ey 
ip off a bunch of grapes. The kingdoms of the earth are like pve 


great eminence. , 


bility torefift. 4. For their fudden fall, and difap. 


Empires and renowned Kingdoms } Jaboureth with 


neffe of it felf: and fhall fhortly be cut off «s feam, and live no otherwife then by 


fo many glorious 


nothing more then the weighti- ` 


f > as others nowdo: t ou h for tne prefent it be no whit nie in - 
l } } : . 
ame g 3 I fe riour, 
3 great. 


Verfe 8. The high places alfo of Aven, &c.] Sept. the Altars. ab Alto dilan 


Of Avens, for Beth-aven, ( whereof before ) a place fo hatefuli now. that God 
> ` 


and vifible heavens alfo fhall be for the defilement 


them. 


The thorn and the thiftle all c 
i i eme thei 
ye in Ferris, agritndo in animis, $c. ee the ‘Nowe 
they foal fay to the mountains, Cover xs, | This 


and terrour of Gods juft j ivi 
cee a y p pene: driving them to defperation. 
fo perplexed by any evil occurren 
uick,or to pronounce the dead h 
ll of hills and rocks,fo they wer 
wherein to hide in time of ding 


himfelf from Sant. And to the 


ars, ] There fhall be zi? ni 
ie irae i ss nil nifi fe- 


they fhal! fay out of the fenfe 


--—-tellits prins 


mendeth Themiftocles for this. t 

ce,as to with that the earth ald Paes ; 
appy-Xsver well obferveth here,that Zødea as it is 
e wont to dig themfelves therein caves and dennes 
er. To thefe David oft repaired, and fo fecured 


h $ 
7 8.2. and the Reck of bis AA Es when he calleth God bzs Rock, Pfal. 
ofephus writeth, defcribing the forme oft 


» kill us peecemeal, as 


with : and as the Canibals of America, when they 


live,’ and by degrees 


r to the unutterable aggravati- 


Our Saviour foretold his difciples, that ar the laft 


thould cric out tor 


he meuntains on this manner: 
And 


Cane. io. the Prophecie of Hofa. 
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And fo íh 
, not worfhip the Lam 
tranfereffions, 
that would not afpire to 
, up their eyes to the ever 


vain tire the dea 
do more then give an eccho to fuch help 


God is upon the creature, &ce 


but faced the heavens, fh 


all the Antichriftian rout alfo do one day, Rev..6.16. They that would: 
b, fhall finde him a Lion : thofe that would not caft away their 
all run into the rocks to hide them ; thofe 
eternity, fhall defpair.of mercy ; thofe that would nor lift 
lafting mountains, from whence comes help, fhall now in 
f mountains, with bide us, help #s. Now what can the mountains 


us ; for they need help alfo: the wrath of 


Virle 9. O Vrael thon baft finned from the dayes of Gibeah, | Or, pra diebus 


worfe then in the dayes o 
19. when they were, isnot foc 
and foon after Jofbuahs death > 
with chap. 1. and Phineas was yet a 
and was.one of thofe Elders that out- 
of the Lord, which he did for Ifrael, Jz 
very ancient : and 
becaufe above, or beyond thofe dayes. 
that great fin : and yet you continue to 


thar were fo punifhed by your forefathers : 


harmes: which isa juft both prefage 


fGibeab. What thofe dayeswere, fee chap.o.9. and Fudg. 
ertain: but probably, before the time of the Judges, 
for Jebus, or Jerufalem, was not yet taken, Jadg.19. 
live and miniftred before the Lord, chap.20. 28, 
lived Jofonab, who had feen all the great works 
dg. 2. 7. fo that thefe dayes of Gibeah,were 
Hraels finne the worfe, becaufe from thofe dayes: and yet more, 
God made ufe of your forefathers to punifh 


be more .vile and vitious then they were, 


\ £8 fit enantio. Exemplo alterias qui Jepit, ille. fapit. . es 
there they ftood."\ Who Rood ? either the men of Gibeah ftood ftoutly to it: 


flew in two feverall battles fourty thoufan 


their battle did not overtake the children 
but that they were twice beaten by them 
out, and prevailed at lat: but fo 
verfe 10. to order it otherwife, an 
bic affliétic. 


Neither are ye ac all warned by their 
and defert of your downfall. Alerins perditio 


and 


d. Or, there flood the men of Ifrael, and 
of iniquity : not fo overtake them at firft, 
: All which notwithftanding, 
fhall not you, fith it k in. my defire, and decree, 
d utterly to deftroy you at once. Non furget 


they food it 


Vere io. It is im my defire that I Joould chaffife thers, 7] Thatis, I am un- 
changeably réfolved, and fully bent upon’t, to carry them captive and enflave them 


to their enemies: whereint 


hey fhall finde that they have to. do with God, and not 


with man; and that itis I chat binde them, though I make ufe of the Affyrians to 


that purpofe, 
will t chaftife them. 


God to defire and to delight in mens miferies : 
. to laugh at their deftruction, Prov. 1. And althoug 


1 manners, yet he beareth them as a burden, whereof he de- 
e whereof he defireth to be freed, E/ay 
o that of a travelling woman: and albeit he bite in 
et hear him what he faith, E/ay 42.14. I have long 
ill and refrained my felf ; now will I cry like 


ments, Ezrk. 5.13,15 
bear long with mens evi 


fireth to be eafed, Efay. 1.24..asa fervitud 


43-24. aS a pain,not inferiour t 
his pains, as it were, for a time, y 
time holder my peace; I have been ft 


a travailing woman: I willdeftroy and deveur.at once, 


and the people foall be gathered again(t them, | 
pleafure : for all creatures are at his becksand check. 


windows of heaven, and cry, Who is où my 
: he never need want a weapon to chaftife 


h bis foot (as that proud Roman faid ) he can have 


earth will prefently préfenc.their fervice 
hisrebels. If he but ftamp wit 


If he do but look out at 
fide? who? all creatures in heaven 


men enough. How ready are the Afyrianshere, to be the rod in his band ?.. 


when they Pall bind themfclues in their two farrowes, Jie 
enemies upon them, and they. fhall yoke them Jike 


, ] God can bring in his armies at his 


Luthér renders it, Valde cupide eos caftigabe, exceeding defiroufly 
O the venemons nature of fin, that maketh rhe mercifull 
to take comfort in their punifh- 


hhe 


the 
and 


I will bring their 
oxen phat are yoked to plow: 


yea, they fhalt bring them into fuch fervitude , that hey fhall make them do dou- 
they never fo:weary of doing one. The 


ple work, plow in thir. two furrows, be 


but fhall make them plow like bealts, giving them no reft rill they have even wea! 


and wornthem out, This ts Palanxs 


us, as oft aswe behold, or think upon the yoking of oxe 
likewife bethink us of the miferable condition of fuch poor. Ch 
Turks, and Tartats,and other enemies, whd.biade them 


Icis not fo long fince here amongft us, 


diverfe of Gods dear fervangs were dr 


enemics hall not be moved to pity the poor ifraclites, when sired with hard Jabour : 


ried 


his: interpretation + who further.admonifheth 
g for the plow, that wee Polan. in lec. 
riftians, as afe flaves to 
indeed. in their so: furrows. 


iven 


from 


Nahum'r,g/ 


&Tesmps- . - 
pnory.Au.13. 


Ch Piei. 


14.4. 
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Kof Swed. 
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A n Expofition on 


Cuapr.io. 


pa uaua 
from Ciceter and other places (taken bythe enemy ) waked and barefoot, (as the 


Egyptians were by the Affyrians, E/ay 20. 4.) thorow thick and thin to Oxford. 
Gaole, &c. where by the cruelty ot their keepers, many of them loft their preciong 
lives, to the incredibie grief of their dear relations. Neither can I here paffe b 

Tillies cruelty at Mugdeburgh in Germany: where after twenty thovfand perfons 
at leaft put to rhe fword, and the Town burned down, his fouldiers committed all 
manner of ravages, all che countrey over: Ladies, Gentlewomen and others, like 
beafts, they yoaked and coupled together, leading them into the woods to ravith 
them ; and fuchas refifted, they ftripped naked, whipt them, cropt tlieir ears, and 
fo fent them home again. The Jri cruelties unnameable, might here be inftanced, 


O quam duram, O quam triftem ferviunt illi fervitutem! See Mr. Clarks relation, - 


The words may be read, They foall binde thems together. 

Verfe 11. Aad Ephraim isan heifer that is taught, | fc. With the Ox-goad, 
which hath its name from teaching, fudg. 3.31. becaufe therewith Oxen are taught 
to plow, faith R. David. Ephraim was a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoak, fer. 
31.18. but God brought her toit and taught her, though at firft a backfliding 
heifer, chap. 4. 16, ( fee the the Note there ) taught her, as Gedeon taught che men 
Of Succoth, wiih briers and thorns of the wilderneffe, fo that they paid dear for their 
learning, 7#dg. 8. 16. But Ephraim, though taught it, loveth not plowing work, 
becaufe hard and hungry. She loveth rather to tread out the corn,| where fhe may 
dance and frisk in the toft ftraw without either yoak or muzzle, Dent. 25. 4. As 
we threfh, fo it was their manner to tread out their hard corn with the feet of beafts, 
or bythem to draw Wains over it, and fo get it out of the husk. Now this was 
fair and free work, and Ephraim delighted init ; the rather, becaufe fhe might feed 
all the while at pleafure : whereas thofé heifers that plowed, wrought hard all day, 
and in ail weathers, without any refrefhment. Ic is an ill figne, when men moft pick 
and choofe their work: this they will do for God, but not that. A difpenfatory 
confcience-is a naughty con{cience : neither doth he Gods will but his own, that doth 
no more, orno other, then himfelf will, Such boly-day-fervants, fuch retainers 
God careth not for. Every one can fwim in a warm Bath ; and every bird will fing 
in a fummers day, Iudas will bear the croffe, fo he may bear the bag. And rhof, 
carnall Capernaites follow Chrift, whileshe feeds them: as children will fay their. 
prayers, fo they may have their breakfaft. But Abrabam will forfake all to tollow. 
God, though he knew not whither: yea though God feemed to go crofle-wayes: 
as when he promifed him a land flowing wich milk and honey, and yet as foon as 
he came there, he found famine, Gen. 12. 1,10. Sowhen he promifed him feed as, 
the ftars, ‘yet kept him without child for twenty years after: and after that hee. 
muft kill him too, Gen. 22. So Job will truft ina killing God : Ionab calls upon bim: 
outof the deep: David keeps his ftatutes, when God had in fome degree forfaken 
him, Pfal. 119.8. and behaved himfelf Wifely ina perfec way, thougk God was not, 
yet come unto him, P/4/. 101.2. This isthe triall of a Chriftian, todo difficult: 
duties upon little or no incouragement ; tò wreftle as Jacob did, in the night, and 
alone, and when God was leaving him,and upon one leg,&c. This is work-man-like. 
The ftaff-rings were to continue upon-the Ark: the’ Kohathites fhoulders felt where- 
fore: and fo long God helped them tocarry it. But when they once fell co carting it. 


1 Chro,15.26 for their own eafe, as the Philiftines had done, 1 Sam. 6.) God made a difmall. 


breach upon them, 2 Sam. 6. and David was very fenfi 
the fecond time to fetch the Ark, 1.Chrox. 15.12, 13. 

but I paffed over npon her fair neck, | God will make her both bear and draw; 
though fhe were grown delicate and tender, with long profperity ; her good, and 
fair, and fat neck, not galled, or brawned with the yoak, which now fhe made 
dainty of; yet He would bring her to it: though he were by her untractablenefle 
forced to fit upon her-neck, and.make her more towardly to the yoak,as the manner 
of plowmen was in that cafe. a, 

1 will make Ephraim to ride, ] Or, asthe Vulgar hath it, Iwi ride him and rule 
him, . though he kick and lay about him never fo much : though he champ upon the 
bridle, and ftamp with his feet,8c. Ile mafter him, and make him more ferviceable, 
or at leaft,lefle infolent. See this fulfilled, Jer.31.18,19. where Ephraim is brought 
in feeing hisneed of mercy in the fenfe of mifery. . 


ble of it, when he came up 


Judah 


a aad 


Cuar.io. 


$$ 

EF all plow, and Jacob Jhall break hisclods. | Judah doth the worft of the 

wor aadi fatfers more hardfhip in the wayesof my worfhip, and is held under by 

Ifrael, as appeareth in the fecond book of Kings, chap. 10.16. &c. Jacob, thatis, 

the ten Tribes, did onely break the clods, or harrow, which is the lighter work; 

and fhould therefore have been done with more delight. But they love to take their 
eale, and onely follow after their pleafure, and profit: and though taght to plow, 
yet like it not, hecanfe laborious: no though they have Judah for an example of 

a of 12. Sowe to your felves in righteou{xeffe, reapin mercy: } Righteoufnefle 
is a fure feed, a precious grain, which thofe that fowe (and every action of our > 
life isa fowing) fhall doubtleffe come again with rejoycing, and bring their theaves 
with them, P/a/, 126: 6. Onely they muft not look to foweand reap all in one day; » 
as one faith of the Hyperborean people far North, that they fowefhortly after the N 
Sun-rifing with them, and reap before the Sun-fer: that is, becaufe the whole half Hevsbuchdy 
year is one continuall day with them. The Church is Gods busbandry, 1 Cor. 3. 9. aee achd 
the feed is che Word of God, Luke 8.11. Minifters are Gods husband-men,harveft- te 
men, Marth. 9. 37,38. the plough, Lake 9.63. plough-faff, Luke 13.8. axe, 

Mat. 3. 10. are the Lawes threatnings : the fruit-caufing rain, are the promifes of 

the Gofpel, Efay 55- 10,11. faith that works by love, are the fruits: the laft day, — o, 
the harveft, Mat. 13.39, 40,41» Then, at utmoft, chofe that fowe bountifully a iwaoyieg. 
(or, is bleffings, as the Greek hath it) fhall reap bountifully, 2 Cor. 9.6. He that 

foweth feemeth to caft away his feed: butif he fowe in /oces irriguis, ( as Ecclef. 

11. 1. Ezek, 34.26. ) upon fat and fertile places, he knowes he fhall receive his 

own, with ufury. In fome parts of Egypt, where the river Nijas overfloweth, , . 

they do but throw in their feed, and they have four rich harvefts in lefe then fours 57 Bioxnss 
moneths. Oh fowe bountifully the feeds of piety and charity into Gods bleffed bo- yoyag.77. 
fome: and then be {ure to reap plentifull mercy, in thy greateft neceffity : reap in 

she month of mercy ( asthe Originall here hath it) thatis, according to the mea- 
fure of divine mercy (fee Levit..27.16. Exod, 16. 16.) proportionably co rhe 
infinitencfle of Gods mercy. Now thé Scripture hath three notable words to ¢x- 
preffe the fulrieffe of Gods mercy in Chrift, to thofe thar, fowe in righreoufneffe, 

Ephef. 2.7. the abundant riches of hisgrace, that are caf in ever and above, Rom. 
g. 26. The grace of God hath been more shen exceeding: there’s a fecond ‘P's. 
1 Tim. 1.14. The grace of God was exceeding abundant. It had a pleona/me before: 
yea, but here’s a fuperpleona(me ; here's good meafure, preffed down, thaken to-. Luk. 6.38. 
gether and running over fhall God give into mens bofomes: Like as when a poor 
man asked Mr. Fox for an alms, he ( finding him religious) gaye him his horfe : Or 
as Alexander gave one (thatcraved fome finall courtefie of dim J a whole citie. 

, And when the poor man faid, It was too much for him to receive : yea, but nor for Non guero 
ame to give, faid he. So Gad giveth liberally and like himfelf, fam. 1.5. He doth quid te acipen 
not fhitt off his fuiters, asonce a great Prince did a bold begging Philofopher. He. ree in fed . 
asked a groat of him, and the king cold him, it was toowittle for a king to give. He Sen. deben of, 
sequefted the king then to give hima talent: the king replied, It wastoo much for La.c.16 , 

a begger to crave. Certain it is, that God in his fpirituall bleffings and mercies to ‘ Basirsxsy 
us. is wont, to regard not fo. much what is-fit-for his to ask or expect, as what ftan- ECAA 
deth with his goodneffe, and greatneffe to betow, If Ifrael had 4 hundred-fold j 
increafe of his feed, thofe chat fowe to themfelves in righteoufnefle, by doing and Gen.26.13, 
fuffering Gods will fhall have much more; Even as bundred-fold here, and eternall 
die hereafter, Mattb. 19.29. fo great a gain is godlineffe; fo fure a grain is righte- 
oufneffe: who would notthen turn fpirituall feeds-man ? S, ee 
break up your fallow ground, |] fe, of your hearts, that ye fowe not among the 
thornes, Jee. 4.3, ‘The breaking up of finfull hearts, isa fingular meanes to pre- 
1 vent the breaking down gf a finfall nation, pence the Prophet.though almoftout of oe 
ope of any good to be done, upon his defperate countreymen, refolves to ryone | : 
nee exhortation to them : and as sn the morning he had fowed his feed, {0 èn the Ecclef.r1.6. 
evening he with-holdeth net bis hand. for who.can tell whether it may not profper.? .. . 
and whether in the midft of threats, they might not ufer a word of exhortation, web.13.22. 
and wherher it might nor leave fome impreflion, -heing: delivered jn few words? ` ` 
Sowe (therefore faithhe ) to your felves in righteonlnell, Gee Hue frit break, up 
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your fallow ground, | Innovate vobis novatle. Repent, and be renued in the Dig, 
of your mindes ; in fpirit and {peech, in mindes and manners, in conftitutionand 
coaverfation, in the purpofe of your hearts, and practife of your lives. Old thin 
are paft, let all things become new: turn up the turf, ftock up, and ftub up the roots 
and weeds; get into Chrift, and become a new creature. Till this be done men 
are in an undone condition, though they fhould {pend their whole time in gatherin 
up pearls and jewels. j g 
for it is time to feek, the Lord, ] High time, fith your fouls lie uponic. Plowmen, 
we know are carefull to take their time: fo are all others, wife enough in their ee 
ration, The wayfaring-man travelleth while it is light. The Seafaring-man takes 
his opportunity of winde andtide. The Smith {mites whiles the iron is hot. The 
Lawyer takes his terme-timeto entertaine Clients, difpatch fuits. The men of Ifa 
char were in great account with David, becaufe they had underftanding of the 
times, to know what Ifrael ought to do, 1 Chron, 12. 32. foare they with God, thar 
regard and ufe the feafons of grace ; that feek the Lord while he may be found and 
call apon hire While he is near: that put in the plough, fet upon the practife of repens 
tance, after a fhowre, when the heart is beft affected ; after God by his Word and 
Spirit hath taaghe (fo fome render the Text ) or rained righteoufneffe upon them, 
Rain comes from heaven: fo doth every good and perfeĝ giving. Rain poures 
down plentifully, P/a}. 68.9. thon didf fend a plentiful rain on thine ishcritance: 
fo do the fhowres of righteoufneffe on good hearts. Nota drop of rain fallsin 
vain, or in a wrong place, but by a divine decree, ob 28. 26. fo here. Seek it in 
time, and we fhall not failof it. Onely we muft not fet God a time when to come 
but wait upon him, who waiteth to be gracious. Elijah fent feven times ere the 
rain came. Seek till God comes: Limitnot the holy One of Ifrael. As he feldom 
comes at our time, fo he never failesin his own. Hold out therefore faith and pati- 
ence: for behold he cometh onthe clouds, onthe wings of the winde, and his re- 
ward is with him: Zo him that foweth righteoufzeffe, hall be a fare reward, 
Prov. 11. 18. a 
Verfe 13. Ye have plowed wickedneffe,"| The former exhortation was even fpike 
upon them: for they went on to plot and plough wickedneffe : they had cheir necks 
inthe devils yoak, and promoted his kingdom with fides and fhoulders: they Ser 
out the ftrength of their fpirits for the furtherance of fin, and were at no finali pains 
to go to hell. as being the devils hinds and -horfes co draw his plough, Prov, 21.4. 
fo 4:8. Even as I have feen, faith Elipbax, they that plow iniquity and fon 
wickedneffe, reap the fame, Ye have reaped iniquity, faith our Prophet that i 
dignum faitis preminm, the reward of your wickedneffe. And her iniquity is i 
pofed to mercy in the former verfe, as wickedneffe alfo isto righteonfneffe: or n 
kedneffe may be taken for their Apoftacy, Idolatry, and creature-confidence ; and 
sniquity for the reft of their enormities, proceeding from thofe former : for rhefe 
wicked ones are never out of action. Arant, ferunt, cecant, [eelera , they plow, 
fowe, and harrow mifchie& fo that would they but take the like pains for heaven 
that they do for hell, théy-could not (lightly ) miffe of it. as 
Te bave eaten the fruit of lies, | That is, ye have been cozened by your falfe 
Prophets, and: State-politicians ; whofe fetch it is to formalize and enervate the 
power of truth, tillat length they have‘eft you an heartleffe and fapleffe religion. 
Ye have fed hungerly upon the murthering morfels of fin; and that’s the reafoa 


that there is fo much ill blood amongft you. Your bread is that panis mendacij Se ` 


lomon {peaks of, Prov, 20. 17. full of grit and gravell, madeup wit ; 
they ferved the Martyrs ) and mixed with tne e ea ENE saleby 
the Weftern Chriftians, marching towards rhe Holy-land. 
_ becanfe thou didft truft inthy way, ] In-thy Calf-worthip. way is oft put for re- 
ligion: and every action men do, is a ftep either co -heaven or to hell : he chat 
walketh uprightly, walketh fafely. Thefe Idolaters were very confident of their 
way: fo are our Papifts, and other heretikes ; as David George, that peftilent Li- 
bertine, was fully perfwaded, that the whole world would fabmit to him. And 
Campian, Coffer, and other zealous Papifts telius to our heads. that our religion is 
errour, our felves heretikes, our end deftrudtion that one heaven cannot boldus 
hereafte, one Church now, &c. Thus the way of a fools right in bis own eyes: 
bat 


SP ig ; s eS 


Cuar.10. the Prophecie of Hofea. 
but bee that hearkencth to connfell (as no confident fool will) % Wife; Prov. 
. 15: , P 
n a in the multitude of their mighty men. | This made them ready to boaft; as 
that young king of Hungary did, that though the skie fhould fall down upon them, 
ı yet they were men enow, and ftron enough, with their pikes to bear itup. Thefe 
Ephraimites liked their way of falle worfhip the better, becaufe backt by a {trong 
Army. That way the mighty men go, that fhall be troden: this is a fecret byaffe, 
a ftrong poyfe upon the fpirits of moft men, Rev. 13. when power and authority 
was put into Antichrifts hands, the whole world wondered after him. ` But curfed 
be chat man, that maketh fiefh his arms, &c. Iwill not truftin my bowe, my fword 
fhall not fave me, faith David, There is no king faved by the multitudé of an boft : 
a mighty man is not delivered by much ftrength; Pfal. 33. 16. See Pfal. 146. 3,4,5. 
Verje 14. Therefore foall a tumsalt arife among the people, œc. ] Even among 
thole mighty men, wherein ye trufted, fhall there be feditious tumults, that fhall 
foon bring all into a miferable confufion. Inteftine commotions may undo a people; 
asa man may die of an inward bleeding. i Ha : 


Ac velutiin maguo populocum [ape coorta eff, 
Seditio, fevitque animis ignobile vulgus, Gc. 


ıt When the multitude is in a rage, they are like to a tiled houfe that is on fire (faith 
One ) there’s no coming near thehoufe, the tiles dofo fie about- your face : fo it 
is in tumults, there’s no coming neer to talk to them, to-convince them: but they 
are ready to flie prefentlyupon you: In Kets fédition, Dt. Parker it his Sermon be- 
forethe Rebels neer Norwsch , touched them for their mifiiving {o near, that they 
went near to touch him for his lifé. The rude rageof the rebels was fuch, that fome 
being difabled almoft to hold up their weapons, would ftrive what they could to 
ftrike their enemies : others being thruft thorow the body with a fpear, would run 
themfelves further, to reach chofe that wounded them ‘deadly. Yea boyes were ob- 
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Jer. i7. 


Virg Æneid, 
Hbr. ` 


ferved to be fo defperately refolved, as to pull arrows oùt of their own fefh, and de- Life of King 
liv& them to be fhot again by the archers on their fide.” There ate none fo info- Edward the 


lent and cruell as the vileft of the people, when they are got together in a head. 
What havock made the feditious in Jerufalém a little before the laft deftruétion of 
it? the Guelfs and Gibellines in Italy? Wat Tyler‘and his complices here? That Rebell, 


6.p75. — 


Fofeph Eba 
cap. 11.05" > 


held up by the many-headed multitude, dared to fay, that all the Lawes of Englund. l 6. cap. ard 
fhould come out of hismouth. The Hebrew word‘here ufed fignifieth an inunda- re 
We. 


tion, or multitude of waters, Which over-ryn their banks with violence and roaring. 
The people are a moft dangerous and heady water, when once it isout: it is likéa 
fweeping rain which leaveth no food, Prov. 28.3. The Septuagint render it, De- 
Sruttion, Sal. Jarchi faith, it fignifiech thé voice of thofe that cry, Fagite; Fugite, 
Away, Away, the enemy is at hand, &<. “Sone fay; to the fame purpofe, thatit 


figaifleth clamorem meticuloforum, thë crying of thofe that are {car’d, as when there Ving. Ai: 


is Luttu, ubique pavor, G plurima morti imago. See Am. 2.2. Zeph. 1. 15 ,&e. 
and all thy fortreffes foall be (poyled., |: Yea though they be munitions of rocks. 
Thy tétribleneffe hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heare, ‘© thou that: 
dwelleft in the clefts of the rock, that holdeft the height of the hill: though thou 
fhouldeft make thy neft as high as the Eagle, I will bring chee down from thence, 


“faith the Lord, Jer. 49-16. ‘And again, all thy ftrong-holds fhall be like fig-trees, 


with che firft ripe figs: if they be faken, they fhati even fall into the mouth of the 
eater, wlio fhall devour them at a bit, Nab. 3. 12: 20 oUo it oc on tono 
_ & Shalman fpoyled Betharbel | Shalman fignifieth peaceabley ( faith an Interpre- 
ter ) a mar of a calme Spirit: „but he anfwered not his.name : for he exercifed grea- 
seft cruelty. There is not amoré sronblefome fea, then that which is called Mare 
pacificum. There isoft Aliud in Titulo, alind in Pysxide. Abfalom fignifiech thë 
Fathers peace: but he proved otherwile then was hoped: ae et eee 


Fallitur angurio: [pes bona fepe fuo: 


ria 


But this Salman is by the beft Interpreters thóught to be Salmanafar king of Affys 
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-yia in this Prophets time. Salman is vox trancata, a name cut off to the halves: 
a'thing very ordinary in all the learned languages, as were eafic to inftance. See 
Ejay 15.2, Bamoth for Bamoth-Baal, Jolb. 19. 35. Chamath tor Chamath-Dor 
Hefiod puts Det for Bewesss Ennins hath Fabric for Fabricius. This Salmazafar 
(or as Lather will haveit, fome other great warriour called Salman, not elfewhere 
mentioned in Scripture, but not unknown: tothe ten tribes ) did cruell execution it 
feems, upon Bethsrbel,a city beyond Jordan, 1 ALaccub. 9.2. like as Tamerlan for 
a terrour to the Greek Empire, much whereof he afterwards fubdued ) did at Seba- 
fiia ; where he madea mercileffe flaughter of all fexes and fizes ; whereby he held 
the whole Ealt in fuch awe, asthat he was commonly called, The wrath of Gos, and 
Terrour of the world. There are that think this Arbel to.be the fame with that Arbela 
where Alexander defeated Darius, and won the Le? fan Monarchy. They make ira 
city or countrey of ffyria, beneath Arpad, and hinted at by Kabfoukeh, 2 King. 
18. 3.4. Where are the gods of Hamath, and Arpad ? fc> Salmanafar hath utterly de- 
ftroyed them, Arbel is by fome interpreted, zhe city of Bel,where Belus or Baal was 
worfhipped. By others, Beth-arbel is interpreted, The honfe of the infnaring god 
the god of policie, or fubtilry: It {eemeth to them, that the people of this place had 
a god that they thought would enfnare and enfnarle all their enemies : but it proved 
much otherwife. 


Cuap.io. 


For the mother was dafked in pieces upon her children.) Dafhed againft the ground . 


€ fo the word. fignifieth) againft the walls, or pavement. SeeGen.3 2.11. Pfal.3 37.9. 
Efay 13.16...,-Such is the favage cruelty of warre, when God leis it out. Such was 
the barbarous dealing of the French in. the Pavifian Maflacre, fuch the Sicilian 
Vefpers; and; at; Merindoll; where the paps of many woinen were cut off, which 
gave fuck to their children.; which lopking for fuck at their mothers brefts beins 
dead before, died alfo for hunger. Was not this to kid the mother With the children? 
which God forbade by a fymboll.of raking the dam with the young, Dent. 22,6. and 
again of killing. the ewe and the lamb both in one day, Lev.22.28. The Spaniards 
murdered fifty millions of Judizns in 42. years, as Acofta the Jefuite teftifieth, 
Arfenoe was killed upon her children by her bloody brother Prolomee king of Egypt. 
And another of that name killed thirty thoufand Jewes, and compel’d the living 
to feed upon the flefh of the dead. When the Switzers vanquithed the Thericca/es 
in battle, they banqueted in the place where they won the victory : ufing the dead 
bodies of their. Adverfaries inftead of ftools and tables. . The fight of fuch like cru- 


- elties, common in warrc,, might well make Z aing lins fay, when he had beer abroad 


with the Army, that he had found more wickedneffe, and bad counfels and courfes 
therein, then ever he had known before, either by experience, or out of books: This! 
paflage in Gods book (and the like, chap.1 3.16. their infants foal bc dafbed-ig pieces, 
and their women: With child foall be ript up.) hecould not-be,ignorant Ofes'Ehe Pro- 
phet refers his hearers to. a fad example of frefh-bleeding cruelty well knewn tò 
them 3 that they might relent, yepent, and prevent the like. mifery upon ghemielves 
This is the ufe we fhould all put- fuch examplesto, Luke 13.2, 35:5- 8.7, af, a.. 
1 Cor, 10.6,97,8,1% 0o. T Soars ae ae 

- Verfe 15: So faall Bethel do nts Jou, Jii; e. „the idolatry that you haye commit- 
ted at Bethel, by a Synechädocke.of the place, rhis thall undo,you. Or, So fhal he dy’ 
unto you, O inhabitants of Berbel. Bethel fhall:be madea Berharbel. They that cakenot:> 
example by others, fhall be made: an example to.others, Lege hiftorim,ne fias bifforiass 
_ Becanfe of. your great wickedneffe :] Heb. rhe wickedze fe of your Wicked nee tlie: 
iniquity of your'fin, the foolifhneffe of your madnefle, Eecie/’ 7-25.: your idolatry. 
efpecially, that wickedneffe with a witneffeeLet us (by-Gods example ) learn tolay 
Joad upon our fins, and not to extenuate; but to aggravate them againit our felves.. 

- An a morning foall the king of Ifracl be usterly cut off. | This was fult ledig Hofeab: 
the laft king of Iftael, 2 King.x'7. cut off ina morning, chat ss, ina moment cas foasty 
or a bubble upon the waters: The morning-light lafteth not long, but fhineth onto 
the perfect day. Or, in a morning, when fome hope appears, and fome comfort is ex. 
pected, as P/al. 30.6. it is but a lightning afore death, ae 

Accidit. in puncto, quod. non [peratur in ango. 
oiar the Saints at evening-time have light, Zeck, 14. 7. See the Note 

here. < be h o he Mee Faita 
CHAP. 
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CHAP XL r 


Hen Ifrael ws achilde, then I loved him, | Or Becanfe Ifrael was 
a childe, I loved him. Young things are lovely ; young children 
efpecially, for their innocency, and égnefcency. Some fence it thus, Iftael was a child, 
and had nothing of worth, or lovely in him ; yet I loved him freely, Dest. 7. 7- 
Hof. 10. 9. called hime out of Egypt, out of the iron furnace, led him thorow the 


Ferfe i. 


.deep, asan horfe in the wilderneffe, Efay 63. 13. poffeffed him of the promifed 


land. Qut of which though 1 fhall fhortly caft him for hisingratitudes: yet there 
ishope of his reftauration, by the Mefliah my Sonne, whom when I. have called 
owt of Egypt, he fhal! gather rogéther again the difperfed of Ifrael, and bring life 
and immortality to light by the Gofpel. “Ihe foundation of which reftauration, he 
here maketh to be his own free-grace. He. hath bolpen bis fervant ( or his childe ) 
Ifrael in remembrance of his mercy. God fo loved the world, that he gave his onely: 
begotten Son, &c. fob. 3.16. Here then beginneth our Prophets firft Evangelicall 
fermon, as 7 arnovins obferveth : who alfo readeth the Text thus: Albeit Ifrael was 
achilde, fuch a forlorn out-cait childe, as is defcribed, Ezek. 16. and 23. Yet Z Zo- 
wed him, and adopted him for my fonne : not for any defect on my part, ( for I had 
an onely begotten ton, in whom 1am well pleafed:) or, for any defert on his part, 
for | found him iz his blood, in be hlood, in bis blood, when | caft my skirt.of love 
over him, and faid unto him, Live. Yeaand for his falvations fake, I have called, 
thats, { Lave decreed to call out of Egypt (whither he fled from Herod, and 
where he abode two or three years at leaft ) my childe Jefus, whofe office it is to 
fave his people from their finnes. And although I might juftly have deprived them 
of fuch a saviour for ever, becaufe when he came to his own, his own received him 
not, (yea, rejected him to whom their own fignes given to Hered, did fo aptly and 
evidently agree ) yet ont of Egypt, to fhew the conftancy of my Jove to Ifrael; 
have I called ( by mine angel, as }acob by a meffenger called his wives to him into 
the field, Gen. 31.4.) My Son Chrift, whois Gods Son, -firft by eternall genera- 
tion, Prov. 8. 22,23. Secondly, by perfonall union, P/al. 2.7° And thus God 
called out of Egypt, firft Urael his people, and then Chrift the Head of his people ; 
in whom at length this prophecy was fulfilled. 
Ferfe 2. As they called them, | +. e. As the Prophets and Minifters ( whofe 

names are here concealed, that the Word oncly may be glorified, as Aéts 13.48.) 
called to them, to come out of fpirituall Egypt, out of darkneffe to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God, that they might receive forgiveneffe of finnes, and in- 
-heritance among the Saints, by faith thar is in Chrift, AG. 26. 18, 

fothcy went’ from them: | They went a contrary way, asthe child Samuel, 
when God called him, ran to E/#: or rather as the wilfull Jews, when God would 
have gathered them, asthe hen doth her chickens, they would not. When God 
called his naturall Son out of Egypt, he came prefently; Heb. 19. 7. Pfa/. 40. 7, 8. 
not fo hisadopted fonnes: for they turned upon him the back, and not the face, as 
fer.2.27,. they refufed to be reformed,they hated to be healed.See chap.7.1.with the 
Note. Nay to make up the full meafure of their fins, and to heighten their contempt, 

they fucrificed unto Bualim, and burnt incenfe to graven images, | Quafi agrè fa- 
ri Deo, as if they would defpite God on purpofe, and {pit in his very face : com- 
mit the like villany in his prefence, asthe Jr Rebels lately did, when they bound 
the husband to the bed-poft, whiles they abufed his wife before him. Seethe Notes 
on chap.2. andalmoñ onevery chapter where their idolatry is cried’ out upon, and 
their extreme ingratitude. To , ae 

Verfe 3. I tanght Ephraim alfo to ge, | Achild he was verfe 1. and like a childe 
dealt with him, teaching him how to fet his feet, pedare to foorit, as nurfes do 
their little ones: he keepeth the. fect of his Saints, he guideth their feet in the way 
of peace, Lake 1. 79, See for this, Dent. 1. 31. & 32.11. Num. 11, 12. So great. 
is the coodneffe of God to his people, that he dealeth with us as with his little chit- 
dren, nos [ublevando, [ubmonendo, docendo, ducendo: regendo, tegendo, convocando, 
condonando, portando, confortando, cc. faith a learned Interpreter truely, and trim- 
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ay reds. 
Luke 1.53. 


Ezek.16.6, 


Epiphan. | 
Mar.1.2e 


Mat.2. 


1'Sam.2.9, 


Tarnow, 


fy. He fpeaketh unto us as unto children, Heb. 12.5. paterne diligit, amice dirigit, 
: N f 
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eAn Expofition on Carag 


he loverh u: as a father, he diretts us as a friend, guiding us with his eye, leading 
us in his hand, fetting us betwixt his knees, as fome interpret that text, Dewt.33.3, 
fetting us upon his knees, as a father doth his darling, and rejoycing over us with 
joy, yea joying overus, with finging, Zeph. 3.17. His affections are more then 
fatherly : and his expreilions are according. ‘* We are like infants ( faith One ) 
“new-born,in a manner. They are kept by the loving parents from fire and water: 
“chey are fed, laid tofleep, made ready, and unready, and fhifted in their {capes, 
“| butchey know not who doth all this for them. So doth our heavenly Father by us 
“tin Chrift. But ( he knows ) little underftanding have we of him. After this, he 
teacheth us to go, taking us by the arms, } to help our feeble knees. And taking | 
us upin hisown arms, when we come to a foul or rough place: helping usover 
the quagmiresof croffes, and the difficulties of duties. And whereas we fall feven 
timesa day, and in many things failall: he taketh us up after chat we have caught 
a knock, and cherifheth us in his bofome, &c. Montanss and Junius carry the 


-i fence another way, asif the words were nota defcription cf Gods love to the peo- 


Arachne apud. 
Ovid. Meram. 


Pfal, 103.3. 


y Sam. 6,9. 


Aug. Trads}in 
Jean. 124, 


ple, but of their unthankfulaeffe to God ; rendring the words thus: When as 1 in- 
form Ephraim, he taketh them inhis arms, that is, he fetteth up idols, and, after 
the manner of impudent and fhameleffe ftrumpets, he taketh the puppets in his arms, 
and embraceth chem before my face. But 1 likethe former fence better. 

But they knew not that I healed them. ] Not onely held them, chat they might 
not fall, but healed them when they had fallen. Daring they would be fometimes 
to ftand upon their own legs, to prevail by their own ftrength, 1 Sam.2,9. to fay 
with her in the Poet, Confiliy fatis eft in me mihi, &c. 1 am wife enough, and able 
enough, to go on as if they were petty-gods within themfelves, and had no need of 
nor dependance upon me, Hence they hurt themfelves, but 1 healed chem. 1 for- 
gave all their iniquities, 1 healed all their difeafes, their bruifes, and purrifying 
fores, that elfe had not been clofed, bound up, , nor mollified with ointment, Efay 
1.6.. God left not his people in their low eftate, as fome Phy ficians do their Pati- 
ents: but provided a foveraigne falve, an horn of falvation, fuch as would cure any 
difeafe, or maim, even the finne againft the holy Ghoft roo: but that it is the nae 
ture of it torage and rave both againft the phyfick, and the Phyfician. Chriftis 
both the one and the other: asbeeing made unto us of God, #i/dom, righteon- 
nefes fantlification, and redemption, 1 Cor.1.30. Quod fanitas in corpore, id fares 
titas in corde. He is Jehovah that healeth, for he is Fehvvah that fanttifierh, This 
Ephraim knew not, that is, out of pride and ftoutneffe they acknowledged it not, 
but facrifice to their own nets, wits, endeavours, &c. Of all things God-can leaf 
endure to be neglected, or to have the glory of his benefits transferred upon others 
(See chap. 2.8. with the Note.) 
Afhdod, It a chance, or ele, I have made my Self thus and thus happy. This, 
though the Mints fhould at any time do, yet God will pardon their frowardnefle, 
and fay, as Efay 57.17,18, I have feen his wayes, (his waywardnefle ) and will 
heal him ( nevertheleffle ) and reftore comforts to him. 

Verfe 4. I drew thim with cords of aman, | Notof a beat : though they have 
deferved to be hampered as unruly heifers, and to be yoked and ruled over with 
rigour ; to betamed and taken down a link lower, yet J, out of my Pkilaathropie, 
yea out of fingular grace, have dealt civilly, nay courteoufly with them, in an ami- 
cable and amiable way, and not as I might have done out of my Soveraignty, and 
according to my juftice. I drew them by the cords of a man, that is, I. Gently, 
and favourably; faiting my felf to their difpofitions, ( which are oft asdifferent 
as their faces ) hiring them to obedience, affliGing them in meafure, with che rods 
of men, 2 Sam. 7.15. fitted to the weakneffe of men: 1f God thould plead again 
us with his great power, as Job {peaks chap. 23. 6. it would foon grinde us to pow- 
der ; but he hath no fuch defigne : he corre@eth his children vel ad demonftrationem 
debite miferie, vel ad emendationem labilis vite, vel ad exercitationem neceffarie 
patientia, faithe 4uftin, ad exercitium non ad exitium, faith another Ancient, tore- 
fine, and not to ruine them, 2. Rationally, by cogent arguments and motives, bt- 
fitting the nature of aman: able to convince them and fet them down with right 
reafon, would they but confider, Dest. 32.29. would they but be wife, and weigh 


things aright. This God wifheth they would dv: calleth them to reafon the cafe 


swith 


When men fhall either fay in the language of ` 


E 


Al ~ ý 
Cuar. 16. the Prophecie of Hofea. 
with him, E/ay 1. 18. pleads with them in a friendly way, er. 2. 31. and then ap- 
peals to their own confciences, whether they have dealt . well with him, yea, or no, 
Efay 5.3. making them read the fencence againft themfelves, as did Fadas the tray- 
tour, Matth. 27.4. and thofe Pharifees, Matth. 21,40. He befpeaks them, after 
moft clear conviction, as Efay 46.8. Patina | this, and fhew your felves men : 
bring it again to minde, O ye tranfgreffours. Moft people are led on in a continu- 
ed hurry of lufts, and paffions, and never bethink themfelves, as 1 Kiag. 8. 47. 
never fay fo much as What have I done? Sihec duo tecum verba reputaffes quid 
ago? faith Cicero to Nevixs. Hadft thou but bethought thy felf of thofe few 
words, What have I done? thou wouldft never have been fo covetous cormo- 
rant. Oh could men have but fo much power over their paffions and. lufts, as to 
get alone and weigh Gods wayes, much good might be done upon them: But for 
want of this, Fertar equis auriga,cee. they rufh into all exceffe of riot, as an horfe 
into the battle: yea they are to farre #amand , as to think that they have reafon to 
be mad, and that there is no {mall fenfe in finning. i dowell to be angry, even un- 
to death, 7o#.4.9. > i j 
wih bands of lave, | Heb. thick cords, cart-ropes ( asit is rendred, Efay 5. 18.) 
ropes of many wreathes, twifted together, and inter-twined with love, thar fweereft 
Attractive. So fer. 31.3. With loving-kindneffé have*I drawn thee: and Efay 
63. 9. Inhislove and his pity he redeemed them, and he bare tliem, and carried 
them all the dayes:of old. He gave them a law, the fumme of which was nothing 
but love; and multiplied mercies upon them without meature, as isamply fet forth 
by thofe holy Levires, Neb. 9. Now, mercy commands duty: and every new de- 
liverance is a new tie to obedience. Love fhould have love, Publicans and finners 
yeeld that, #fatth, 5.46. Yea, love fhould thew it felf ftrong as death, Cant. 8. 6. 
Fonarban would have died for his David; David for his Abfalom; Prifcilla and 
Aguila, for Pant, Rom. 16. 4. Chrift out of his love did die for his people. Have 
I but one life to lofe for Chrift? faid that holy Martyr. Ler men take heed how 
they finne againft love, for this is the greateft aggravation of finne: this is beftiall, 
this is like unruly horfes in ateame, to break the gears, to {nap in funder the traces, 
that fhould hold them. Such yokeleffe fons of Belial thall one day be held by the 
cords of their own finne, and whipt with thofe cords of conviction, that they would 
not be drawn by. Shall the harlots hands be bands, her words cords to draw men 
to deftruction, and fhall God ftretch gut his hand all day long co them to no pur- 
pofe? Shall he lofe his {weet words upodeghem, &c ? 
brake out in weeping, when he faw Lov@ fparkling in Chrifts looks; and con- 
fidered how he had burk afunder the bands of love, finned againft fuch manifefta- 
tions of mercy, wiped off all his comfortables for the prefent, drew from Chrift 
thofe piercing quick queftions, Lovef? thou me ? yea but doft love me indeed? O let 
the cords of Gods kindneffe draw us nearer to him, holdus clofer : to finne againft 
mercy, is to fin againft humanity: and as no furfet is more dangerous then that of 
bread : fone judgement is more terrible, then that which grows out of Jove felt 
and flighted. ah vs 
and | was to them s they that take off the yoke onthe jaws, Gc. | ives on‘their 
{neck : albeit it feemeth by that law, made for not muziing the oxe that treadeth,&c. 
that thofe creatures when they wrought, were muzled or haltred up: and that hal- 
ter faftened to the yoke that was upon their necks, The fence is this, I unyoked them 
often, to give them meat, as the good husbandman doth that is mercifull:to his 
beaft, he lifts up the yoke that lies hard uponits neck, leads it to the manger, layes 
food before it, &c. So dealt God by this people all along from the wilderneffe, 
and forward: not fuffering them to abide jugiter fub jug is Gentium, iong under their 
enemics yoke : but delivering themvout of the hand of thofe that ferved themfelves 
of them, Exek .34.27. Chrift alfo hath delivered His out of the hands of thofe thar 
hated them, and lay hard upon them; asthe devil is an hard taskmafter, chat nei- 
ther cakes off the yoke, nor layes meat: gives no. reft or refrefhment to his drudges, 
and dromedaries: but actsthem and agitatesthem day and night, &c. Now thofe 
that are His, Chrift brings them from darkneffe co light, and from the power of Sa- 
tanto God, that they may do works meet for repentance, that weigh juftas much 
as Repentance doth, 4s 26.18, 20. and fo finde reg cto their fouls: Provided, 
` char 
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Cuap.r, 
that they take and keep Chrifts yoke upon them (not thinking toli 


more faying as thofe Libertines in Jeremy we are delivered todo all thefe abominatj. 
ons) and learn of him to be meek and lowly &c. Aat. 11. 29. fo fhall they foon 
find Chrifts yoke eafie, and his burden light Verf. 40. And of this cafe yoke of 
Chrift Lather underftands this text.in Hofea ; and thereupon difcourfeth of the 
Lawes rigour, and Gofpels relaxation, according to that of Anftin, Lex jubet, cram 
tiajwvat: the Law commandeth burt the Goipel helpeth: God by his {pirita- 
ffifting, and further accepting pence for pounds, the will for the work, rhe defire 
for the dee:i done &c. and laying meate before us, meate that the world knoweg 
not of, @iidden Manna, the convivium juge ofa good confcience &c. 

Verf. 5. He foall wor return wntothe land of Egypt] Thatis, he need: not ran to 
Egypttorhilp, (as King Hofeadid) nor tothe Atiyrian, to whom they were tria 
butaries from the time of AZenabem : for they wanted nothing, and lefs fhould haye 
wanted, if they would have been ruled by me. 


Pee She 
ve as they lift 


CHAPI. 
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i3 


by the great &c. And the fame Author ob{erveth, tharit is afad thing for the fword 
to beinche field; bur for the fword to be inthe citiesit is mch more fadiand he in- 
ftanceth in Jeruidlc out of Jofephus, wherethe number: of the faine was eleven huni- Jof. de bet 


dred thonfand: We may further inftance in that unhappy city‘of Magdeburgin Ger- Ji! b 7-007 
many, where fo much cruelty was exercifed firftby Charles the fife, (much regrated 
by him at lalt in hisretired life,taking account ‘of his actioris Jë fince that ia our me- 


mory by Mounficr Tilly, who like a bloddy villain put tothe {word there twenty’ S 
+ Mi. Clark life 


thoufand perons atleaft of all ranks, ages, and fexes: that great city ‘alfo‘he burned 
down,utterly turning it into cinders excepting an handréd'nine & thirty houfes &c. 
The like immanity was exercifed by the Popes champions upon the poor Proteftants 
at Angrogucin France: where they killéd and burned withéat mercy: but could 


t never fet firc apon the two temples there, nor upon the Minifters hoafe, which 


remained whole, the houfes round about d¢ing all ‘confamed with fire. > °t > 


of K. of fed. 
23. 


Ag: and Mone 
880. 


and hall confume his branches and devonr thim] His branches or his villages which 

are as branches of the greater cities. The trees of América (but efpecialfy of Brae ; | 

file) are fo huge, that it is reported of them; thar féverall ‘families have: lived in’ Abbots Geg. x 

feveralarmes or branches of one tree, to'fuch a number asare infome petty ‘village P °7*- 

or parith here. ‘The greater cities are as the body otroot of a tree, the villages as 

the brancHfes. The {cripġire oftcalleth them morher and dadghters, as Hefbborn 

aud all ber carobterssVhat is villages Nam.21.25. as the Chalde there explaineth it. > 

See Ezech. 16. 44. 45. 46. 48. 53. hence we read of 4 citieand mother in” Ifracl i 

2 Sum. 20. 19. Branches alfo are called daughters of the trees, they*prow from 

Gen. 44. 23. The word here rendred branches is by {ome ‘rendied Barres, by 

others, Diviners or Liers, asthe word herc ufed is intetpreted Jer. 50. 36. A 

{word is upon theliars or diviners, and they fhall dote : “pote? Aughr Angurem 

togcther, but it fhall come to nought, they {peak the word, but it fhall not ftand videre Œ non ridere? faith Tully of fuch diviners : ‘that is, Can they one looke | 
Efay. 8.10. Confer Efay. 30. 1.2. and 31. 1.2.3. Prev. 21. 38: upon another and not laugh, confidering how they gull people with their lies and 

but the Affyrian foull be bis king’) Will they, nill they, they fhall be carried cape fopperies ? The {word fhall be upon fuck; ‘as it was upon Balsan Satans fpelman, 

five to Affyria:and fith they will needs be croffing of God,he will crofs them much they feall be a portion for foxes Pfal, 63. 16: as thofc that , E 
mare: he will walk contrary to thofe that walk contrary to him Lev. 26. a1, ; i eee ich ee eae 
and be as.froward as they for the hearts of them P/al. 18. -26. They will notre- 
turn tome, faith the Lord, they fhall not therefore return to Egypt: they will 
not :fubmit to my fcepter, they fhall therefore have the Aflyrian for their King, 
that proud cruel ftout-hearted Prince Vay. 10. 5. 7. 12. who will tyrannife over - 
their bodies, and over their cattle at their pleafure, fo that they fhall be in great 

MINA diftrefs Neb... 37. 

; becaufe thy refufed to resurs] Heb. they difdained to dost, corned the motion, 

! Sit cine lighted the meflenger. By their fins they had run from God: by repentance they 

meni. Plus ef fhonid have returned unto him, and then the amends had been well-nigh made: for 

| avis fe re- Quem pænitet peccaffe pent ef innocens the penitent is in almoft as good a cafeas 


but they refufed to return.) He was not to have returned to the land of Egypt or of 
the Affyrian whe is his king ;fofome read the text. Others fenfe itthus: When} 
threaten them with the Aflyrian, they think to fhife and fhelter themfelves in 
Egypt: bucI fhall keep them thence, or find and ferret them ont there, God 
knowes how to crofs wicked men of their will, to fpo; le.their plot:. Egypt thal 
prove no better then abroken reed running into the hand of bim that leaneth on it 
2 King. 18. 21. The Egyptian was ever an enemy to Ifrael: and though for his 
own ends he gave goodly words, and feem reconciled : yet fuch Reconciliations 
are but urdpine amicstie, But were he never fo faft a friend, yet fin-guilty Ifrael 
italinot have their an A/ylam, neo fabile ftabulum (fee Chap 9. 3. with the 
Note) beeaufe the defire of the wicked fhalt perife Pfal. 112.10. They take connfell 


` Aftstanh vapid ferodat [ith pebtoré silpem, = | 


becaufe of their oven counfels| He that goeth to {chool to'his own carhall realon; 

1 is fare to havc a fool ro his malter; an ignis fatans that will ‘bring him into tht | 
bogges and briers. The wifdome of the fiefh'is enmitic tô God. Nemo lediter nif, 
afeipfo. Sec the Noteon chep. 10. verf. 6: moe AB hee Fas 

Verf: 7. My people are bent to backsliding from ime ‘they have a principle of 
Apoftacie in them, as thofe Galathians had, of whom thè ‘Apoftle, I marvaile that’ 
Jou arc fofoon removed unto another Gofpell Gal: 1. 6. ihdas thok old Apoftates' 


in the wilderneffe, who {6 foon as AZofes his back was tittned alm oft, cryed ont to 

uscaffequam the innocent; Ambrefe faith he is in a better. But for thefe men, toall other their Aaron, Aake us golden Gods, This people was before acenfed to be ‘acted by a 

vitiaipfane- fing taadd obftinacie and impenitencie, as Hered to all his former evils did the death {pirit of fornication, a certain violent impetus, a ftrong inclination to whoredbnie, 

tau Amb OF the Baptift, this was to keap up Wrath againft the day of wrath Rom. 2, 5. The and to be apt to backflide with a perpetual backfliding ; all their tecidivations and 

Sxidtanoy word:here rendred (refu/ed) is by the Seventy turned They would not. That there- revolts were but a fruit of the bent of thëir {pirits, which were falféand unfettled : 
iy 


fore thy returned not to God, it was the fault of their will. 


True itis, they had nor refolved whether yet to ture to God, though they were befet with fo many 


i no power to turn themfelves: but the canfe of that inability too, was in them-. mifchicts : they hangd in fufpence and rather ‘inclined to the negative then elfe. 

{elves. They therefore neither could nor would retarn: and both by their own Safpenfi funt; 1o Calvin, Parens, and others, ‘read this text: My peopté are in faf- 
| * fauleand folly. Pence, OF tia’ mamering whether to turne tome or not, they hang in doubt, as 
t Ferf- 6. And the fwced ball abide on his cities] Heb, hall keep refideace or ruh - the fame word is rendred Dest: 28. 66. God liketh not that his people: fhould 
if is 


7 upon:his cities. Tecan dono lef; it cannot return into the fcabbard, reft or be 
a ftill till the Lord, who putit into commiffioa, call back againe his commiffion, ler: 
Hi 47-6. 7. Itisa dreadfull thing when the /word abideth on a people ; as in Germany 
that ftage of warr, Ireland ftilla land of divine ire &c. Eneland hath fome’ Haley- 
i eritare ¢y 07 At prefent, praife be given to God: and let every gaod man pray with David, 
| temporis bre. Scatter thou the people that delightinwarr Pfal. 68. 30. The Piras warr was dil- 
: vitated Pom- patcht by Pompey with incredible {wiftnefs, to his eternall commendation. And 


ttand doubtfall as Sccpeicks sand adhert tonothing certain y: to bein téligion as 
idle beggars are in their way, réady'to god Which Way foever the ftaffe‘falleth.: bur. 
that they flioald ftrive to afl? affurance Ih what they beleéve Zk; ¥.°4, tobe 
fully perfwaded as ver.t.and to a firm purpoft'dt heart ini What they fhoald'pracife 
AG. It. 23, Ivrefolution againk fin or for Gud can Hardly CohAK with the power 
of Godlineffe : be notoffand on with him: halt nor, harg trorihdoubt WHat to do ; 
but follow God fully as Caleb did; come off freely as Eee ò had chifet Gods 


incredibili ce- 


eee die . 1 e o epe ct . ri t E, Faia { He PE et 
peio confečlum. we have caufe to blefs God (faith a countryman of ours) that God hath raifed up precepts wheñ hé was folicited to have'dontidtHer wif p al TO 173. "And bain, 
prede Civ, inftruments for us, who have hazarded the Boram T their own. lives forthe Lhave chofen the way of truch thy jipes bavet lei EBA me oer, 36" Thave 
Mr. Burr,  fhortning of the warr: who have done their worke of late, asifthey-had tockit 


waighed them, and am refolved to- Keep'them, I am édnié’ to a fill détetinina- 


; 
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tion. Mr. Deodate fenfeth the words thus. They defire -and expe@ that I fhould 
tum in favour to them and relieve them: whereas they fhould turn tome by res 
pentance, which they will not do: and herein he followeth Arias Montanus. 


Thus thofe ftiffrecked Jewesin Jeremy expected that God fhonld ftill deale with 


them (however they dealt with him) according to all his wondrous works chap. 21.2, 

prefuming and promifing themfelves impunity ; and thus Judas alfo had the face 

toask, asthe reftdid, Isée I? asre{tingupon Chrifts accuftomed gentleneffe, and 
- that he would conceale him ftill, as he had done certgin daiesbefore. 


though they called themto the moft High] They, that isthe Prophetsas verf. oe 


called them with great importunity, upon every opportunity, to the moft Hi. h, to 
God (in oppofition to thofe Dis minztxli petty deities whom they doted on. See 
chap. 7. 16.) to come up to him, to have high and honourable conceptions of 
Him, not cafting him in a bafe monld, as thofe mifcreants did, Pal. 50. 25. but 
faying as David, and witha David-like fpirit, Thon Lord art high above all the 
earth, thon art exalted far above all Gods, and there-hence inferring, Ye that love 
` the Lord, bateevil Pfal, 97. 9. 10. Iam God Almighty, walk before me andbe 
~ upright Ges. 17. 1. The God of glory appeared to Abraham Aé. 7- 2+ hefo co 
ceived of God ; and hence his unchangeable refolutions for God. 

none at all would exalt him] Heb. together he exalted not, {carcea Heeh a fingle 
man that would do it, chat would lift up his head to liften to fach good counfel, 
(fo fome fence it) or that would exalt and extol the moft High; who thoughhebe 
high above al praife as Neh. 9.5. and cannotbe praifed according to his excellent 
greatneffe: Yet is he pleafed to account himfelf exalted and magnified by us, when, 
confidering the infinite diftance and difproportion that is betwixt him and us, we 
lay our felves low-athis feet for mercy, we fet him up in our hearts for our fole 
Soveraign, we efteem him asthe people did David more worth then ten thoufand, 
wegive him room'in our foules, and with higheft apprehenfions, moft vigorous 
affections, and utmoft' endeavours wee beftow our felves upon him, as the only 
Worthy. Now this is done but ofa very Few, and well done but of fewer yet; 
{o droffy and drowfy are mens fpirits, and fo littleis the Lord, lifted up by the fons 
of men. See the Prophet Efay his complaint chap. 64.7. 

Verf: 8. How fhail I give thee up Ephraim ?|Here beginneth the fecond part 
of this chapter, full of many {weet Evangelical] promifes, and here, if ever, Mercy 
rejoyceth againft Judgment, or treadeth on the very neck of it,as St. James his 
word importeth chap. 2. 13. The Lord feemeth hereto beata ftand, orat 
ftrifewith himfelf about the deftru@ion of this people fore-threatened ; which 
well might have been a gulf to {wallow them up, and agrave to bury them in for 


ever, being moft worthy to perifh, as were the Cities which God deftroyedin. ' 


his wrath. Gen. 19. Howbeit God in the bowels of inis mercy earning and taking 


pitty of his Elect amongft them,(for he had referved 7000. hidden ones that had 


not bowed their knees to Baat) {pareth to lay upon them the extremity of his 
wrath, and is ready to fave them for his mercies fake. Heare how father-like he 
melts over them ; 

how onld lexpofe thee O Ephraim? how should I deliver thee upO Ifrael? How 
frould \ di/pofe the as Admab? how fheuld I fet thee as Zeboim} q.d. Juttice requires 
that I thouldlay thee utterly waft, and even rain down hell from heaven upon thee 
as once upon Sodom and her fiters. But Mercy interpofeth her four feveral Hows 
(in the Originall two onely, exprefled, but the other 2. neceflarily underftood, 
and by Interpreters fitly fupplied) foure fuch patheticall Interrogations as thelike 
are not to be found inthe whole book of Ged, and not tobe anfwered by any but 


God himfelf: as indeed he doth to each Particular in the following words, My ` 


heart is turned within me, thatis the fir anfwer, The fecond, 44y repeutings are 
kindied together: The third will not execute the ferceneffe of my wrath: The 


fourth I wil nor return to deftroy Ephraim. And why ? Firlt lam God and wot Mas: 
Secondly the Holy One in the middef of thee, - l 
My heart isturned, or twrneth it felf, within me }that is my mind is changed, of 


at leaft is, in doubt what to do, in this buGinefle. Thisis fpoken wrpomrabss after 


the manner of men, and muft be underitood Ssaayems agreeably ro Gods grèatneffes. 


Here is mutatio rei non Det, effetius non affedus, faii non confilij : Repentance 
with 


1 


with man is the changing of his will. Repentance with God is-no inore then the 
‘willing of a change : ill is not a change of his will, but of his work. Confer Lam. 
.20. &2.11. Am. 1.12. There are that render it, My hart že turned againft me, 
that is, againft my former fevere fentence of cutting them all utterly off at one 
blow ; Fiat }aflitia, pereat mundus. Oh ! I cannot finde in my heart to do it. For my 
repeatings are kindled together, J Simul affeant vifcera mea penitentiz. So Tre- 
mellins: My bowels are altogether on a light fire with repentings, as Gen. 43. 3Q. 
and 1 Kip. 3.27. Now repentings are as improperly attributed to God, as bowels. 
‘There were a fort of ignorant Monks in Egypt, who ftarted this foolifh and ridicu- 
fous queftion (which yet bred no {mall ftirres there Anno Dom, 403.) An Deus 
corporens fit ? Whether the Divine Effence be a body, having hands,heart, bowels, 
&c? The ruder fort of them held it affirmatively. What blafphemies Vorftius hath 
vented, in that bafe book of his de Deo, I need not relate. How God is faid tore- 


nt, hath been faid already: Sure it is, chat herein he gracioufly accommodateth Cavin, 


imfelf to our rudeneffe, and {peaketh as weare able to bear. It appeareth that 
fury isnotin God, Efay 27.4. Our fins put thunder-bolts into his hands, and it 
is, Non zifi coaétus with him, when he proceeds to punifhment. His bowels are ve- 
ry ready to work in the wayes of grace, and mercy coward finners: and the leaft 
act of faith in that mercy, would certainly fer bowels on work amain. This the 
Church in Efay well knew, and therefore prayed when deferred, Look dows fom 


heaven, Ge. Where is thy zeal, and thy firength ? the founding of thy bowels and of Elay 63.15, 
16. 


thy merciestoward me ? are they reftrained? Dowbtleffetbon art our Father, notwith- 
ftanding thine aufterities. God feemeth fometimes tq lofe his bowels, and then 
we muft find them for him : to fleep, and we muftawake him: to hide himfelf, 
and then we muft fetch him out (as the woman of Canaan did by the force of her 
faith, Mark. 7.24, 25.) God willcome, but he will. havethe faithfull prayers of 
his peopletolead him. J came forthy word, Dan. iag. &e 8 
Verfe 9. 1 will not exacuge the fierceneffe of mine anger, | Heb. the beat of it 
Gods bowels kindled, and -whatfoever might-caufe repentance came together, and 
Jay glowing as it were at hisiheart.: and this cooled and- even quenched the heat of 
rbis wrath, (.as the Sun-beams when they, fhine full ypan-the fire ) fo that now hee 
wefolves not to execute the height of his heat, the extremity of his fury, for then 
the fpirit foould fail before him. Ephraim is Gbdsdear fonne, his -pleafant child: 
whom when ‘he hears bemoaning himfelf, as Per. 31.18, 1.9, 20...he foon repents 
him of theevil, and cries, -~ -—--Satss hec, pro.crimite magno © 
B Paulum fupplicij lenem fusepfifeparentem, 
T will not return to deftnoy Ephraim, || Jywillnot undo:him-twice overs; or utterly 
tuine him: as thofe thar have laid their enemy for.dead, returne to fee whether 
he-be dead out-right: or as ao ankare eee a city, return after a 
while to take.all:thac litele:chat was Igft before, and-to;fet. phe reft on;fire. God will 
not deal fo:hardly with Ephraim, though he might do-it. Reprobates indeed thall 
have anevil, anonely evil, Ezek.. 7. 5. without mixture of mercy : they muft ex- 
pect one -plague upon. another, :as it fared with Pharaoh, tili Gad had dathed the 
very breath out ofhisbody, &c. But for his elect people,..Harhihe {mitten them, as 
he [mot thofe that {mot them ? No, but inmeafore, in, the branches onely $. bee Stageth 
‘bis rough wind, Gc. Efay 27. 7,8. And as.Crefxs:his.dumb fonne hurft out into * 
Kill not King tCrafus So when-enemigs areready to devour the Church, or Satan 


» to. fwallow “Gods child up in defpair, his bowels work:;,he,can hold.no longer, but Xeolovr. Hero, 


cries, Save my child, favemy:Church,&e. Why, foonld the fpirit fail hefore me and 
the fouls Which I have made? Ihave ifeen his wayes, and (though bad enough) I _ 
` will heal him, Iwill lead him alfe, and reftore comforts unto him, and te his mourners. 
For] am Ged, and net-man,!) yea‘fach-a God, ‘asthe like is not, for pardoning 
iniquity, and pafling by the tran{greflion of rhe remnant of his heritage, A4ic;7.18,. 
*Fis natuvall to him,.Exed.:34.'6. “tisiufuall, Neb.-p-177. there he.is called.a Ged 
‘Of ‘pardons, :as -Efay $5. 7, he is faid to multiply pardons. He, hath commanded 
men to forgive an offending but:repenting, brother; feventy times {eventimesin a 
day, Mart. 18.22. ‘What then will himfelf do > iForihe tis. God Almighty, and mot 
‘man, Man isan angry vindictive, .cruell creature: ;oneman isa Wolf, yea, a. Devil 
‘to. another: as/ociable, implacable; wamercifull,.as thofe-were. Rew, 4.31. AG 
one a 
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of men, faith our Saviour to his difciples, Marr. 10.17. abfurd and wicked men, r 
Thef. 3.2. barbarous, and bruitifh, skilfull to deftroy, Ezek, 21.31. Yea beware 
of good men, when enraged. What ftrange deaths did David ( foon after his foul 
fall, and not fully recovered ) put che poor Ammonites to, 2 Sam.12.31. Further, 
men as they are unmercifull, fo they are unmindfull of their promifes. But God is 
not a man that he foould lie, Num. 23.18. What he hath fpoke with his mouth, he 
will make good with his hand. The eternity of Ifrael will not lie,,( asmen will, 
Rom. 3.4.) nor repent, (as men do, whatever he may feem to do ; fee the note on 
the former verfe ) for he is sot a man that he foould repent, 1 Sam. 15.29. Menate 
mutable: thetrueft friend is éuvtéCanlov Coy, an eafily changeable creature, as the, 
Heathen complained ; all im changeable colours, as Tertulian faith of the Peacock ; 
as often changed as moved. Not fo Almighty God. Lam febovah, I change no, 
Mal. 3.6. See the Note there, and remember ftill to retain high thoughts of God: 
not meafuring him by our modell ; as tothink him to be as merciful as we are, as 
powerfull as our underftanding can reach, &c. See Efay 55,8, 9. and beg fuperna- 
turalt grace: without which iris impoffible for a finite creature to beleeve the infi- 
nite Attributes of Almighty God. 
the holy One in the middeft of thee, | Though Ifrael had deeply revolted, fet up 
golden gods, and done wickedly as they could, fo that there was no vifible Church 
amongft. them, yet God was the holy One in the middeff of them: Seven thovfand 
he had referved that Elsak knew not of, 1 Kisg. 19.18. and a Church there was 
‘in Ifrael, when at worft, Like as there wasin medio Papats,in the darkeft midnight 
of damned popery: and at this very day, there are faid to be thoufands of profeft 
Proteftants, even in Jtaly it felf: and in Sivil, a chief city of Spain, there are 
thought to be no fewer thén twenty thoufand. sf i 
and I will not enter into the city. | Iwill not invade the city as an enemy, to wat 
all with fire and fword, as once at Sodom. For why, there are holy ones in the mid- 
‘deft of thee < fo Rivet expoundeth it by an enaHage of the number) aconfiderabl 
company of righteous people, foi whofe fake I will {pare thee, Zer. 5.1. 
Verfe 10.‘ They foall walk, after the Lord,"] powerfully calling them by bis Word 
and Spirit; going before them, and bringing up the Rere, Efay 52.12. their King 
fhall paffe before ther; -and-the Lord on the head of them, Afic.2.13 Time was, 
when they fled from God, Hof:7.P3. and faid, J will go after my lovers, xc.chap2, 
Now they are of dnother minde, and: other manners: they fhail wa/k after the 
Lord, non pedibus fed affettibus: they fhall be carried after him with ftrength of 
of defire, and delight, Which he fhall work in them: they fuall follow the Lamb 
` whither foever he goeth': Gods people are faid in Scripture to walk before bhim in, 
godly fincerity, to walk, With hins in an humble familiarity, to Wik, after him in 
an holy conformity, yeelding unto him the obedience ‘of faith. As Ifrael in the 
wilderneffe, fo muft we, follow God and the line of his Law, though it feemto 
lead us in and out, backward and forward (as them ) as if he were treading s 
MARL. i prg n —— 
be foall roar like a lien, } By the preaching of the Gofpel, he fhall fhake heaven 
and earth. The voice of the Gofpelis, Repent. Aut panitendsm, ent pereundum, 
except ye repent ye hallall perio, He that beleeveth and is baptized, fhail be faved: 
He that beleeveth net, foatl be damned, was a terrible voice. Ot the Lionit iste- 
ported, that heroareth fo fiercely, that the reft of the creatures ftand amazed :and 


that, whereas his own whelps come dead into the world, he roareth over chem,and, 


reviveth them. Afterwards, when he meeteth with prey, heroaretb furchemto 
come about him. Let this be applied to the Lion of the Tribe of Judab, Confer 
cel 3.16. | 

then the children foall tremble from the Weft..| The children of grace Dest. 14-1. 
fhall joyn'themfelves in fpiric to the communion of the Church from allthe endsof 
the world, where they have been fcattered : they fhall ferve the Lord with fears 
rejoyce with trembling. The Ancient Hebrews applied this promife to the coming 
of the Meffiah: onely they dreamt of an earthly kingdom of his, as did alfo the 
difciples, being fowred with the leaven of the Pharifees. Others thinkitto be a 
Prophetie of the converfion, and.calling of the Jewes, to be accomplifhed in the fait 
dayes: asalfoof the generall fpreading of the Gofpel, and gathering of the ari 


the ‘Prophecie of Hola. 


i 3 
far and wide from one end of the keavens unto another, And this they call, he 
time of the Ri ft.txtion of all things, : 


Casar air. 


Vorfe. 11. They hell tremble as a bird out of Egypt, ] Trepide accurrent, fac 


, Tremelisus: they fhall run tremblingly.. Fear caufeth haft. Men delay and trifle till 
God ftrikes their hearts with fear: then ’tis ecce ego, mitre me, Here i am, tend me, 
Speak Lord, for thy fervant heareth,, What wilt thou have me todo Lord 2 &c. ti- 
mor addidit ulas ; asthe doves when purfued by the hawk, {cour intotheir colum- 
baries. As birds frighted, flie to their nefts, and other creatures to their holes, and 
harbours : fodo thofe that are prickt.at heart with the cerrours of the law , flee 

t tothe precious promifes of the Gofpel : -hiding themfelves in the wounds of Chrift 
crucified, and are relieved.) All St. Pas/s cate was, that wher he was fought for by 

the juftice of God, he might be found in Chrift, not having his own righteoufneffe, 
but that which is through phe faith of Chrift. H Fe cee, 

and as a dove ont of the land vf Affyria, | i.e. out of what countrey foever, 
where they fhall be fcattered, I will recollect them by my Gofpel, which is there= 


1 fore called Gods arm, becaufe thereby.he gathereth his Elect into his bofome. 


Doves flie fwiftly, Pfal. 55.6. and by flocks, E/ay 60. 8. fo thall the Ele to 
Chrift, both of Jewes and Gentiles. By the children of the Weft, may be meant 
thele Weftern Churches, and withall che Northern parts. By £ gpt, the whole 
South. By Aar, all the caftern Trad, thofe large and mighty kingdoms that lie 
Eaftward trom 7zdea, even to the Sun-rifing. Thus masy fbali come from Eaft and 
Weft, and fall fit down with Abraham, Ifaac, and lacub in the kingdome of hea- 
ven. Mat. 8.11. The molten-Sea ftood upon twelve Oxen, which jooked to all 
the four quarters of the world : fo did the twelve gates of the new Jerufalem, &c. - 
__ and Tatil place them in their henfes, Not in ftrong garifons, but in their own. 
oufes ; where they fhall dwell fecurely.under their own vines and fig-trees : for they 
fhall have the Gofpel ot peace, and the peace of the Gofpel, See 2 Sum-7. 10. Or 
thus, I will place chem in their own houfes, that is, in my Church (faith Polenys ) 
which hath its houfes and places of receipt among all people the whole world tho- 
rowout, where they may ferve God, hs fear, in holineffe and righteoufneffe 
before him all their dayes. Thus the Apoftles in their travels, where ever they 
came, found brethren, &c. and having nothing, yet they poffeffed all things, 2 Cor. 
6.10. True tranquillity and found fecurity is to be found no wherg but in Chrift, 
Mic. 4. 4. and 5. 5. nor by any bur by thofe that hear him roaring, and calling 
them to the participation of his grace and peace. Thole chat hearken to Chrifts 
Oracles fhall dwellin his tabernacle. oon 
Verfe 12. Ephraim compe ffirh me about with ties, | They get about me asif they 
1 would do me doubty fervice ( P/al. 76. 11. the faints are called'a people that are 
round aboutGed: and I'fal 148.14. a people near xutohim, and that compaffeth 
his altar. See Rev. 4.4.) but all’s but counterfeie: a meer impofture, a loud lie, 
Pjat. 78.36 whereby they would cozen me of heaven, if they could: putting upon 
me falfe coyn filver’d over a httle; and circumventing me, if it lay in their power. 
But what faith Bernard, Sapiens nummylarius Dens eft ; Nummum fidlurp non reci- 
pr God isa wife Mint-man: there’s no beguiling him with counterfeit coyn. 
ypocrifie ( that reall fie) is an odious, a complexive evil :` for it hath in it, 
1. Gusle, oppofite to fimplicity, as intending to beguile God, which he cannot, 
and man, which he fain would, and oft'doth, to further his worldly and wicked de- 
fignes, as Judas, Herod, Matth, 2.8. Pharifees, Mat. 23.14. 2. Falfbovd, op- 
pofite to truth ; as onely acting religion, playing devotion, compafling God with 
deceit, asthe houfe of !frael here, deceiving him not by imporency onely, and in 
the event ; but by impofture, and fo in purpole ; contenting themfelves with a thew, 
with afemblance, Lake 8.18. with a form of knowledge, Rom. 2.20. and of god- 
lineffe, 2 Tim. 3. 5. rather eeming to be good, then feeking to be fo. Theleare 
t heils frec-bolders: and other finners are faid butto have their part With them, > 
‘There are that thus interpret this Text ; Ephraim cempalferh me the Prophet preach- 
ing mery, and promifing good things, they befet me, and gather clofe about me, 
as defirous of my doétrine: but itisin mendacio, in batıfall hypocryfe ( fee Ezek. 
32-31, 32. ) and when 1 croffe them never fo little, they craftily confpire to pre- 
judice my Miniftery, co afperfs my perfon, &c. To preach faith One, mnohing ale 
QO oS oe ur. 
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of lies and falfehoods do tend. . . 
but Jedah yet ruleth with God, | To, ferve God-is ro rule with him (as Livia, 
faid, fhe ruled her husband: Axgaffas, by obeying hiin } Iris'the greateft liberty, 
Kom. 6. 18,22. 1 Pet.2. 16. Abraham wasa prince of God, Jacob prevailed with 
God, and had power as a Prince, Gen, 32.28. Mofes ( asif he had been Char- 
cellour of heaven ) over-ruled the bufineffe, and God: is fain to befpeak his own 
freedom, Exod. 32,10. }udah alfo is here faid ta rule with God; tobe potent with 
him ; becaufe God was fincerely ferved among{t them, and they held faft their fir 
integrity : the true religion was openly profeffed, and the true worfhip of God in- 
corruptly maintained in the Templeat Jerufalem. This made’ 4bijzh( though none 
of the beft ) fo boldly to boaft, and he prevailed: fo chat there fell down of Ifrael 
flain four hundred thoufand, 2 Chron. 14. 10, 17. and yet the men of Judah that 
flew them, were but four hundred choufand in all, vezfe 3. Ifraels Apoftacy is here 
aggravated by Judah’s integrity : they were not under che temptation of evil e- , 
ample. Judah was the worfe for them, and not they for Judah. 
and is faithfull with the Saints. | Or, with the moft Holy: he keepeth the faith 
to God, thofe Holy Oxes, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (fo tome fente it ) as 
Jel. 24. 19. Prev.g. 10. heis far from thofe falfe and fraudulent dealings where- 
with the ten Tribes feek to circumyent and beguile God. Orthus, Fsh is faith 
full with the faints of former ages: he holds to his old principles, to the good old 
way, wherein Abraham and the other Ancients went before him. He is alio faith- 
full with fach as are fanthified, the true priefts of God, confecrated to himfelf, and 
+ fet apart for holy ufe: In oppofition to the ten Tribes; who.went after chofe leaden 
priefts made by Jeroboam of the lower fort of the people, and well fitted to golden 
deities. Laftly, heis faithfull with the people of God, thofe good fouls chat left the 
ten Tribes and went to Judah, to the true worfhip of God. With thefe Judah was 
faithfull, courteous, and: communicative + embracing and encouraging them all chat 
might be. This wasa fingular commendation. . 7 


Lo CHAP. XII. 
Verfe 1. Bin feedeth on wind, ’) Slender feeding; unleffe Ephraim were of 


ithe Chameleon-kind: quippe nec cor anro fatiatur nec corpus aara 
Wind fills, but féeds not. Ephraim had fowed the wind, chap. 8.7. but to what 
profit ? Hee that miniftreth feed co the fower, and bread to the eater, would here,’ 
furely, neither give bread for food, nor multiply their feed fown, but fend them to 
the gods that they had chòfen, and to their confederates whom they fo relied upon, 
from whom they fhould reap the whirlwind. ( See the Note on chap. 8.7. ) Wind, 
we know, bloweth up ftorms and tempefts: fo doth idolatry and creature-confi- 
dence, the tempeft of Gods wrath that will never be blown over. o 
_ and followeth after the Eaff-wind, ] Which if he catch, a great catch he is like 
‘tohave of it. Eurus eft ventus wrens & exficcans, The Eaft-wind is noted in Scri- 
Pture for pernicious and hurtfull to fruits and herbs, Gen. 41.6. Ezek. 7. ro. and 
29.17. Hof. 13.15 violenticisalfo, and fpareth not men, fon. 4.8. The Seven- 
ty render it, wvawve, a burning blaf, asthey do the former words, Ephraim s as 
evil fpirit, by a miftake of the points. Job fpeaketh of fome that fill their bellies 
With the Eafl-wind ; they thinkto do fo, but it proves otherwife : they fnuff up 
the wind with the wild-affe, butit tumours them onely, and proves peftilential). 
It is very dangerous fot men to follow after their own conceits and counfels. 1t may 
beworfe to them upon their death-beds, when they are lanching into the main of 
Immortality, then any voxgh Eaff-wind, or then any Exroc/ydon, that wind menti- 
oned, Aéts 27. 14. that hath its name from ftirring up formes, and is by P/iay 
called Navigantium peftis, the Mariners mifery. An empty body meeting with 


` tempefts, will have much ado to bear up. If Ephraim firft feed upon wind, and 


then fall under the Eaft-wind, ic muft needs go hard with him. The godly man, who 
is filled with all the fulnefle of God, Ephef. 3. 19. fhall have him for a refuge from 
the 
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prayer is that of Jeremy, chap. 17. ver{.17.- 


ble companions, 30 ustothens for they have fled frem me: deftrnction unto 
‘tom, becaufe they have tran(ereffed ‘againft me, Hof. 7. 13.. See the Note there. 
To heap up lies, is to haften defolation:. ^A falfe witneffe fhall not be. anpunithed : 


ind rely í Saree te eye 
Prophehe.® See chap. 5.13: & 7-11. & 9.8. & IMO SOIT, S- To-veach: Gods 
Minifters to continue érying out againft the prevailing finnes of the people, and. 


is‘fet upon’t, I will pwnifoifaceb according: to bss wayes,'] -See the like-words, chap: 

Auer 9 with the Note. ie calls Hein: facob,:becaufechey gloried. much in him: 

their Progenitout,: as did-likewife: thesSantaritags that fucceeded them, Jeb. 4. 12,: 

So did the Jews in Aficab chap. 2. 7i Bue the'Prophet Hofes anfwetech them in 

effect (as there ) by proving a difparity:: O thon thariartuamed the hexfe of Iacob, 

( that wilt needs be namied-f6, ‘and therein prideft-thy felf') i the Spirir of the Lord: dtp tg 

Hraitned ?: (ye are nog finely fteaitned mehi; butin your. owi bowels, that yee: ime Leal 

expreffe Iacob no better, that ye refemble himh:no more )c Are thefe bis doings? was. "70% ties. 

Jacob a than of your, ipradifes ? No): ‘for he lefrno theans unattempted, that hee rimn.qui ide 

might attain the bleffing: :he {trove forit-with his brothierin the womb, afterwards pxeris bap. 

with the Angel, againft whom with much wreftling and raifing of duft, he prevai- mela fini 

led, asit followeth in the two nexewmerfess So gooi Seto , . op mente carei, 
Verfe 3. He took, his brother by tho ten in the Wonsh,.}.to have hindred him if he Lather.in le, 

could, of the firft-birth-right ; fo defirous he fhewed himfelf, fo foon, ef that dez bret. 
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fireable priviledge, and: the protuifes annexed, Whence we may. learn {€ faith One ) ——_— > 3 
that God -taketh care even of unborn :babes, that- belong to him,: and. worker We read not till this Text, of his weeping for the blefling, (no mére we do of E 
ftrangely in themrfometimes, as he did in the Baptift, Luke 1. 44. the child /eapeg the earthquake in Hezekiab’s dayes, till Amos 1. and Zach.i4.) But this we know, 
inthe momh, by:a fapernaturall motion ; be-Jeaped more like a Suckling ox the bron thar ardent prayer is a pouring out of the foul to God, not without a fhower of 
asthe word fignifieth; then. ab -unborn Embryo. Mentien. had. been made in the. : tears , or at leatt a ftorm of fighes. And as mufick upon the water founds farther, 
former verfi, of the. name of -fecab > here we have ehe etymon, or ‘reafon of hee j and more harmonioufly then upon the land : fo prayers with tears are more plea- 
name ; He took his brother by the heel, or foot-fole, asif he would have turned ca j fing to God, and prevalent with him. Chrift could not but look back to thofe 
his heels ånd got; to. the goal: before him. Hence his aame-was called. Jacob Gen” 3 weeping women that followed him to the croffe, and comfort them. Tears of com- 
25.26. tharis; Caldanscarigg, or. Eeel-catcher,, asif he would have pulled his bro:. $ pailion, and of compunction, when men love and weep, as Mary Magdalen did, 
ther back 7- Or prefage of what he fhould afterwards do, wiz. fupplant Efan and E: are very acceptable to God, who puts them into his bottle as precious. Thereare ; 
get the prehiemmence both of birth-right; and bleffing; Gen: 27. 36._ and withall s tears of another fort, /achrime nequitiż, tears of wickedneffe, expreffed either by d 
a fruic, .apsinftance of Gods:free grace, in preferring faqesh when hecould not sg i hypocrifie or a defire of revenge: fuch were. E/iw’s tears for the bleffing too, ms 
do any thing: that. was. good): before ‘Efanm;:though he were zhe elder; ftron = Gen. 27. 38- but he went without it, becaufe a profane hypociite: he cried out of 
ftourer;:avmanly' child, 'a man already, a his;.name imposteth, one thavhad ae $ difcontent, and threatened his. brother Iscob: he complained of his fathers ftore; 


thing moge like a mam thenia babe. Ste Malr. 2. with-the Note. A BB Haft thou but one bleffing ) of his brothers fubtilty, ‘(was he not rightly tailed’ 
thar God. Reta upbraideth 4acobs degenerate. brood, Lire foe aie 4 i ?) butnota word of his own wickednefle. He roaréd for the difquierneffe _ 
their forefather, .whereof-they now walked fo ugterly unworthy. ; oe A f= of his heart , but he did not, as Iacob, weep and make Suppl cation to his Judge, Hithhamek. 


&y sag aunt. - Arad by bis firengsb,, } By: bis hard labour, fay she Seventy + but better: by or; = deploring his own wants, and imploring the fupplies of his grace, quam unice ex~ 
his fer engrh, that is, by the Supply of the Spirit of Lefies Chis, pipes Horis, 4 saat, athe main thing he defired. a Oa Ok f ah: 
the power of the Almighry, cafting him down with the one hand and beari ng hier i he found bim in Bethel, } thatis. the Lord found Jacob there, Gen. 38.18. bur 
up. with the:others i- aloe i : DA PE EENG AUN: efpecially, Ges. 35. 14- confirming his promifes to him and all his pofterity. ` 
. > He bad poybartith God] Heb. he played the Prince with Ged, fortiter & fides 3 there he fpake with ws, | who were then in Jacobs loyns, and promifed that God 
liter fege fit: bebere himfelf bravely, and had fteengeh-with God. ‘He doth gor k fhould be our God: but we have falfified with him, and turned Bethel into Bethe hn 1s 
lie. dawn, fidbeh and difcontaged, but meeBileth with. excekens Wreflling ss. bp held, į aven: abufing that place to idolatry and calf. worthip, where we, in our forefathers, e 
with hid hands; when hisijoynts were out of joyne; He areftled in the aei : pi i had fo many manifeftations of divine merey. Oh better he had never fpoken with — | 
dlane, apt when God was kaving bim, andupon one leg, and prevailed : iti i i us there. then that we fhould have fo flighted his promifes, caft his words behinde. 
~: 1 sir Ghenextewn}. This: he didnpartiy by his bodily frength elevated. for he ee p 3 our backs, and wickedly departed from our God: Isthis Tacob-like, 8c. There hee 
ig mad, as appearetlt. Geh,.29. 10. by hisrouling the great ftone from the Weg fpake With ns. What he fpake with Jacob, he-fpake with us: and wee are to hold, 
mouth’: ‘buodpsincipalliy-by:the force: of. this: faith put ‘forth. in prayer, -which an „our felves no leffe concerned therein then he was. See alike expreflion.-P/al. 66. 6. 
Ephel.z.16, Wark wonders Oh, its anfeteet thing indeat-to. bc Brongehened with might, b pa i See likewife, R m, 15. 4. and Heb. 13. 3. what God fpake to /eun, chap. 1.5. he 
fpirit, in the inngi han. .O-gnien bic home; mone onssingd! -This is the. alas ee 3 {pake to all Eeleevers And that which he fpake to his afflicted; Pfal, 102. He will. 
Pfal.24.6.  aflchein. thqo-ftek him : that feck thy: face, this is lacoh. Yea, this a | for f. f A regard the prayer of the deftitute, and not defpife their prayer, that he {pake co us: 
God. kwightéd dim, as it: were, in the field for his good: fetvice : andinea eda ; for verfe18. This foall be Written for the generations to zome. The Hebrews have a 
him,” Gam!3 aiz:a&..- Neither. were the eee ever fiece called - briha sep : | 1 proverb; Que paribas a ciderunt fignum funt filijs, What things befeil the fathers, 
en Ifaahitesy bite, Ufrae lites; shor honours fakes oe re mae » OF ] thofe were a a to ae ieee Aa ae it 7 that the deeds of the fathers 
ORE 1c Verlag: Kea, he bad power qverthe Angel. t Angel. anae ATA l are oft attributed tothe children. Let us labour to fee our own names written up- 
; Plv. the Angel vf the. dreds Gonncils ake en ee PE on every promife : and fecure our intereft by fearching for the conditions whereune 
ener Chrift, who redeemed, faseh from allevil, Gep. 48:16. and.'is Bie lobiises Ins a 7 to the promifes are annexed ; and then put thein in fuit by faithfull prayer, faying 
ns AWE pole pi e oa i piia for asking his-ame, an argument of his Majeftie with Ys Remember thy word unto thy fervant; wherenpon thon haft canfed me 
304 as. hei surmauneet, on 8, and. if Wak fo . oth. ati | to trujt. ; n a PECA . 
Plutarch, libs, tion add iaabuve al name, “The. E TAS Srp aflerh all Pon ; Verfe 5. Even the Lord Ged of kofts, -] Lo, He itis who promifed, who fpake 
de IMLE. ™ j Our beft elqgueace of him, tisran humble. 4 lence: Orif pies aa is oe Lay with us at Bethel: even that Jehovah who is himfelfunchangeable and Almighty ; 
ofri -+ t t inthe. next vezfe. following; Jokovgh,God of -haafts, Jehavah T ae ay A : whofe promifes are eternall, and infallible: who will perform with his hand, whaz 
41.9 ylead preduileds:} Sepp: adawldn. He:had power. or gorte boos : Chr if veeldins i ; he hath fpoken with his mouth, to the thoufandth generation of thofe that return 
himfelf ovescomesby the prayers of the Patriarch : for the effect ih fe C yee ding: unto him. Concerning Gods name febovah, fee the Note'on Mal.:3.6: Concer- 
cx'of a'righrogiiamanavhilorh much, faiti: St-James: there isa kinde of meee” ning his Title, God of Hoftsy fee the Notes on Mal. 3. 17. Dokt. 9 -, 
tency. in ity faietidigr ken! af: whom alfo thet fying paffed smongft-his È iende, fa The Lord i his memoriall. | Jehovah is that nomen majefativum (ias Tertullian 
Uir: potuit aput Denws quad wedeit, Thas:mancould do what h pte 3 a God: hath it ) that koly and reverend name of God; whereby he will be known, and re- Piil iii: 
Ehereifon whereof is given:by Se. Hierom, in-thefe words Dens 5 fe st Ui ae : membred, “Exod. 3. 19. which place doth notably illuftrate this, Trueit is, that 
tra fe viribusfupèrari poteft: preċibus viscitar. that is God bimg Th - ct 08 l the Jews to countenance their conceit of the ineffability of this name Jehovah, do 
Invifin zian WC infaperable, may be dovercome by prayers : provided. that men ise boa se: corrupt that Text: and, for this is my name. Legnolam fot ever; they read, thisis, ! 
cunt ‘ela we prayer as Jace did, holding out till the imps hing-Js, be, and grew} Per se ‘ my name Legnalam, to be concealed. Where it is well obferved, by:One, how 
eff Denim.. toward the later end: then he had been before: me oe growing morer n h oe he fuperftition of men is to the willof God. They ina perna e 
. sr Se wept axd made (application, : «cob did. ( Aral D os to God, will not fo much asmention this name; becaufe'they fa y “tis a name that 
Be ig ey aber carry:it ) ina 1 aie a ace eee God fomuch glorieth in: and yet the Text faith, enamed Cds memoriald: it 
Cae a RE Sie SC AT e os dee aes $ prs ay. ng Y praying, is i by Mach he would be remembred to all generations; as Sepa a 
oe ee Ferbane. preces ack ae eee teth forth his glory more then any other Name whatioever: Sochat-when we would >... 
ae yun ee Mira wad eee eee Puget cee havea holy memoriall-of God Cand to remember Him, is every whit.asneedfull as. asic corel 
cod gF ete: Se poe EE TEREN to draw breath, faith an Ancient ) we need no Images: or.otler anwarrantable helps: quamrelpitarée. 
= oe ake | We the meditation of the Name Jehovah, and the import of it, will be of fingularufe. Naziangen: 
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| eAn Expofition on Cuar.i2, 
that way. Papifts have their pitures, and their memories, as they call them ; Ido- 
laters fain to themfelves diverfe reprefentations, and remembrances. Behind the 
deors alfo.and the pofts baft thou fet sp thy remembrances, E/ay 57.8. where Gods 
Law fhould have been written, according to Dest. 6.9. & 11.12. and when as Gods 
Name fhould have been remembred, P/al.135.13. and P/al, 102.12. 
Verfe 6. Therefore turn thos to thy God, |] The premifes confidered, Repent : 
and fo return to God from whom thou haft deeply revolted. It is to shy God, to 
whom thou art exhorted to turn ; not to a tyrant, but to a God in covenant : yea 
it is with thy Ged ( as the Hebrew hath ir ) with his good help, that thou fhalt tura. 
Onely cry unto him, Turn us Lord, and we fhall be turned, draw us, and we will run 
after thee, &c, Of turning tothe Lord, fee the Note on Zash. 1. 3. : 
Keep mercy and judgement, |} Thole magnalia legis, thofe weightier matters of 
the Law (as our Saviour calleth them, Warth. 23.23.) which Ephrains had made 
light ôf, chap. 4.1. He is therefore called upon to evidence the truth of his turning 
to God, by bringing forth fruits meet for repentance, Matth. 3. 8. fuch as are, 
tantamonnt, and weigh juft as much as repentance comes to. Oprissa & aptiffima 
penitentia eff nova vita, faith Lather ; The beft and righteft repentance is a new 
life, univerfall obedience to both Tables of the Law: Mercy and judgement are 
here put ( bya figure ) : for the duties of the fecond Table: asconftant waiting up- 
on God for the duties of the firft: for the Prophet here obferveth not the order of 
nature, but of our knowledge, when he inftanceth firft in the fecond Table, as doth 
alfo the Prophet Micah, chap.6.8. Mercy mutt be kept and exercifed, by 1 Gi- 
ving, 2 Forgiving: This: God prefers before facrifice, Hof. 6.7. ‘This Chryfoftom 
faith, is a more glorious work then to raife from the dead. And here lec thofe that 
would keep mercy (and nor thew it onely fometimes, when they are in a good mood) 
fteep their thonghtsin the mercies of God : and fo ftrive to be merciful, as their 
heavenly Father is, A¢atth.6. Judgement alfo muft be kepr, and juftice done, E/ay 
56. 1. after the example.of God, who is faid to exercife loving-kindnefle, but with- 
all judgement, and righteoufnefle in the earth, Jer, 9. 24. Gracivts is the Lord, 
and righteous, yea our God is mercifull, P/ad. 116. 5. the mixture of mercy and 
judgement is very comely: asin publike perfons, Pjal. tor s. ( where we fee, rhat 
Davids ditty was compofed of difcords, which madean excelient harmony: ) fo in: 
others of all forts, Prov. 21.21. who are required to be mercifully juft, and 
juftly mercifull in all their enterdealings : according’ to that poldv rule, givenby 
our Saviour, Luke 6. 31. Whatever ye would that men foourd do unto you, do Je 
to them likewife. This is the ftandard. a ; 
and Wait on thy God continually. | Firft, beleeve Him to be thy God, by « partie 


cular individuating faith: and then thou wilt be eatily crawn to wait npe: him, ` 


who waiteth to be gracious: or to draw near unto him, (asthe Seventy here ren- 
der it ) and come boldly to the throne of grace, Heb 4.16. for asthe Ark of the 
Covenant, and the Mercy-feat, were never feparated : to Lenher is the mercy:of 
God from thofe that are in covenant with him, and can truely call him Theirs. 
Hope is compared toa line (the fame Hebrew word that fi goifieth the one fignifi- 
eth the other ) and waiting on God is nothing effe but Hope and Truft lengthened, | 
or drawn out, Sure it is that Truft in God at length will triumph: and all hisdif- 
penfations will appear beautifull in their feafon. Hold out therefore faith and patie 
ence. Wait upon the Lord, be of good courage, and he fhall ftrengthen thy heart: 
Wait I fay upon the Lord. Ponder that fweet promife, Habak.2. 3. not delivered 
only, but doubled, and trebled for more furety. And then confider firft thy dsftance 
from Godin worth, and degree: next thy depez dance upon him, thine findone con- 
dition, if he‘defert thee: and then thou wilt be content to wait upon him conti- 
nually, to ftay his leifure as David did. for the kingdom, and asthofe in Efhrr 
did for deliverance: to fay with thofe good fouls in thee-4&s, The will of the 
Lord be done. 
Verfe 7. He ss a merchant, | Heb. He is Canaan that isa meer naturali man, Ezek: 
- 16. 3. a money-merchant, who fo he may have it, careth not how he comes by 
it: he is more like a Canaanite then a Jacobite. Jacob faid, 4 huve enoigh my bro- 
_ ther ; but Epbrains is fick of the plague of unfatistiableneffe: and inftead of keep 
mercy and judgement, as in the former verfe, he keepeth falfe ballances in his ban 
an 
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and falfe weights in his bag, Dest. 15.13, 14, t5. Lev. 19. 36. Prov. 11. 1.and 
16. 11. and 20. 10. See the Notesthere, He that hath his bands full of the ballan- 
ees of deceit, and will not loofe them to take hold ef.God, will not pare with his 
fat and fweet {asthe Vine and Olive in Jorhams' Parable ) though it be to raigne 
in heaven, how can it be expected that he fhould turne.co God, or.that he fhould 
loveto be his fervant,. E/ay 56.6? — a ies re E ee eee 
when hee loveth to oppreffe..| To get gain, if not by: fraud and cunning contri- 
vance, then by force, and by forged cavillation , as‘Zinke 19.9. Sic quecunque po- 
teft arte nocere, nocet: And ali this be loveth ro do: he delights in it ; he not one- 
ly is pleafed with it, but pleadeth for it, and oppofeth with creft and breft what- 
foever ftandeth in the way. of hisown heart ; exercifed with covetonfneffe, (as S- 
Peters phrafe is, 2 Pet. 2. 14, ) which. heconftantly followeth, as.the Artificer doth 
his trade. ‘Let fuch Canaanites read that flaming text; 1 Thef. 4.6: and:take heed, 
left while they get all they can, by wrench:and wile, left while they:count all good 
fifth that comes to net, they catch at length the Devil and all: left they receive no 
1 leffe fummes of curfes, then of coyn; left fcreech-owls of woe cry aloud, from the 


beams of their chambers, &c. See the Noteonchap.7.1. © «2. 
| Verfe8. And Ephraim faid, yet 1 am become rich, | Sed mihi plaude domi, I 
have it howfoever, though I hear ill for it ;- hough the Prophet inveigh againft my 
covetoufneffe, yet J a rich, while he and his companions are poor, and‘indigent: 
Jea I hawe found me out fubftance, | An idol, forte Vulgar renders it: andib- 
deed, every covetous nian is an idolater, and performs both outward and inward fer- 
vice to’ his Mammon of unrighteoufneffe, to his goiden-calf. Subftance hee here 
craekes of, and reff to bis foul (as the Seventy render it) in oppofition happly to the 
aery notions ( as he accounted them ) of the Prophets. invectives againit his cove- 
tous practifes, and the terrours of His‘own confciénce, which he endeavoured to 
corrupt and bribe : See to like purpofe, Efay $7.10. Thou haft found the:life.of tly 
band, thatis, a livelihood by thy labourt ; thereforethou waft not ‘grieved : thy 
heart is hardened, and-thou art infenfible of thy fih-guiltineffe ; ithow ferteft the 
gain againft the guilt, afd then all i$ hail with thee.. i Felix fcelus viritys vocatar'; 
Profperous wickedneffe is accounted vertue. Leah, becanfe fruitfull, and fucceffefull, 
rejoyced in-that whereof ‘fhe had greater reafon to repent. So did thofe Idolaters, 
Jer. 44.11. Dionyfias, after the {poil of an idol-Temple, finding the.winds favou- 
ı rable in his Navigation; Lo, faid he,- how the gods approve of facriledge. Ic isno 
better that Ephraim herc deals wich the Almighty: Surely faith he, if God difliked 
my courfes fo much-as the Prophet would make beleeve,, 1 fhould not gather 
wealth as { do: but the world comestumbling in upon'me, therefore my wayes are 
good before God. This is an ordinary paralogifme, whereby wicked worldlings 
deceive their own fouls; hardning and heartning themfelves in their finfull pradti- 
fes, becaufe. they outwardly profper.. But a'painted face is no figne of ag vod com- 
plexion. Seneca could fay, That itis the greateft unhappineffe to profper in evil, 
In all my labours, | fo he calleth his frauduleat arid. violent practifes, as making 
the beft of an ill matter. es Sa cea 
They fhall find no iniquity in me. | Though they. fearch as narrowly as Laban 
did into Jacobs tuft: What can they find;‘or prove by me? Am I nor able, either 
to hide mine ill-dealings, or to defend.chem? Can‘they takethe advantage of the 
Law againft me ? Why then fhould I be thus condemned and cried out-of, as | am? 
Thus the rich man is wife in bis own conceit; Prov. 28.11. and covetoufneffe is ne- 
ver without its cloak, 1 Thef. 2. 5. which yet is top fhort to cover it from God, 
who is not mocked with: masks, or fed with fained wotds, whereof the covetous 
caitiff is full, 2 Pet, 2.3. witneffe Ephraim here, with his pretences, of innocency, 
In all my labours, that is, mine ill-gotten: goods; (the fruit of mine bard.and ho- 
net kboing, faith he ) they foal find none iniqnity y no crides fellionarss; no craft 
or cruelty. ; 5 a SE RIA i e 
That Were finne. | Piaculm effet, that were a foul bufineffe: farre be it from 
meto ftain my trading, or burden my confcience with any fuch mifdeed. 1 would 
you fhould know, '1 am as fhie of finne as another ;-neither would I be taken trip- 
ping for any good. Thus men notorioufly guilty, may yer give good words, yea 
largely -profeffe what they arë guilty of; to be an abostiinable thing; Aind-this i a 
ure 
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fure figne of a profane and cauterized confcience, of an heart that being firft tur. 
ned into earth and mud, doth afterwards freez and congeal into fteel and ada- 
mant. a i 

Verfe 9, And 1 that am thy Lord God from the land of Egypt, | This feemeth tobe 
interlaced forthe comfort of the better fort, that trembled at the former threat- 
nings: for as in a family, if the dogs be beaten, the children will be apt to cry; fo 
is 1¢ in Gods houfe. Hence he is carefull co take out the precious from the vile, and 
telleth. them; that he hath not caft off his people whom he foreknew: but would 


furely obferve his ancient covenant, made. even in the land of Egypt toward his 


{pirieuall Ifrael 
1 will yet make them to dwell in tabernacles, &c. `] i.e. I willdeliver my Church 
from the fpiricual Egypt: and make her to paffe thorow che wilderneife of the 


world, in particular Churches, afpiring toward the heavenly Canaan: even as my 


people dwelt in. Tents in the wilderneffe, che remembrance whereot iscelebrated 
in the feaft of Tabernacles, Lev. 23. 43. See Zach. 14: 16. with the Note. 

Verfe 10. 4 have alfo fpoken by the Propbers, | And not fuffered you to walk in 
your own wayes, as did all other Nations, A&s 14. 16. The Muniftery isa fingular 
mercy, hoever now vilipended. 

and I have multipliea vifiens, | whereby I have difcovered thy prefent fins, and 
imminent dangers, though thou haft faid, They fhall finde none iniquity in me,&c, 
The wit of Mammonifts will better ferve them to pallate and plead for their asle- 
Gam delittam, their beloved finne; then their pride will fuffer chem once to con- 
feffe and forfake it, though never fo plainly and plentifully fec forth unto them. 

and fed fimilicudes by the miniftery of the Prophets, J Heb. by the hand, which 
is the inftroment of inftruments, faith the Philofopher: fo isthe miniftery of the, 
word, for the good of fouls.. -1t is called a hand, becaufe it fets upon mens souls with 
‘the ftrength of. God; and:a certain vehemency. Did not my word lay hold upon 
your fathers? Zach, 1.6. see the Note there. Treis faid; Lake 5. 17. that as Chrift 
‘was teaching, the powerof the Lord was prefent, &c. The Gofpel of &hritt is the 
‘power of God, Rom. 1; 16. Ir is his mighty arm, E/ay 53. 1. Now it was ordinary 
with the Prophets to ufe fimilitudes, as E/ay 5. 2. Exer,. 16. 3. which is an excel 
lent way ot preaching and prevailing : as that which doch noth notably illuftrate the: 

truth, and. infinuate into mens affections. Galeatius Caraccsolus, an italian Mar- 
queffe, and Nephew to Pope Pex! the titt, was converted by Perer Martyr reading 
on I Corinth. and ufing an apt fimilicude, Munifters muft turn chemfelves into all, 
formes and fhapes, both of fpirit and of fpeech for the reaching of their hearers? 
hearts; they muft come unto them in the moft woing, winning, and convincing 
way that may be. Onely in ufing of Similes, they muft, 1. Bring chem from 
things known and familiar, things chat their hearers are moft acquainted with, and 
accuftomed to. ‘1 hus the Prophets draw comparifons from fifhes to the Egyptians, 
vineyards tothe Jews, droves of cattle to the Arabians, trade and traffique co the 
Egyptians, And thus that great Apoftle, 1 Cor. 9 24. fetcheth Similies trom run- 
ners, and wreftlers, exercifes that they were well acquainted with in the //fhmiae 
Games, inftituted by 74e/#s, not far from their city. 2. Similies muft be very na- 
turall, plain, and proper... 3. They-muft not be too far urged: we muft not wit 
Wanton it in ufing them :- and let it be remembred, that though they much illuftrate 
a tiuth , yet Theologis parabolica nihil probat. There are <ntexpreters of good 
note, that read this whole ver/e in the future tenfe; and make a continuation of 
that promife in the verzfe afore. 1 wil peak by the Prophets, fc. in the daycsofthe . 
Gofpel, when great was the company of thofe that publifhed it, P//. 68. 11. / will 
multiply vifions: See this fulfilled, Aes 2.07. with Joel 2.28. T will ufc fimilisudes, 
teach in parables, and illuftrate therewith grave fentences. and do@rines, as Chrift 
and his Apoftles did, and as che beft Preachers ftill do, that they may thereby fet 
edi things to the life, and make themas plain, as if written with the Sun- 

eams. : 

Verfe 11. Ts there iniquity in Gilead ? ] What in Gilead, a city of Priefts? (See 
chap. 6.ver.8. with the Note) yea Gilead isa city of thofe that work iniquity, a 
wery Pexeropols, a place of naughty-packs, chap. 4. 15. Now there is nota worle 
creature on carth, then a wicked Prieft, nor a worfe place rhen a wicked re ` 
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The Hebiew-hath.it thus, Is. Gilead: iniquity? Or agdeucher, Jufti and, gshers, oO a 
Surely ie ifo. Conker..Adich, 1. 3. Gregory: Wazienn reports of ihat thas Geet sich. 
it was the: plaguielt place in the world) far: fuperfidion.:: Ope Univerfiuss,werefoin, © 7 

times of Popesy, and:began co.be fo again, a, few years fince.. Reyera. GiHe4d clk 
sniquitas, profetto vanitas Junt, they were grown fo incorrigibly ‘flagitious, tl at 
they feemed: eo be. abit were, teansformed {nto fines image. Somerender the. Text 
thus ; -Is shere émtquity in:Gikead ? Arethepnwely: vany in Gilg s., Boeg, lanrsficg, 
bullocks, &e. and fer this fence upon it...i Whiat 2’ thinkiyon the men oend, thole. 
beyond ehe-river of Jordan, whom Zig lath, Palefen, poyled-and-lad; captives, that 
they onely were guilty.of:idolatry; and yout nor, bedaylp. you: remain af homes Bae ; 
ffyriae # Nay; faith Ho; she very engssnce ingo she Gountrey, GU- gun, d Tier, 


eTe olen 


of the partsef the kingdome, theiraltars. are.as thickas farromate she field, hak | alan 
is to fay, innumerable... Some think this ldfoolante, sheiredenns ane a6 heaps in she far Lott 
vows of the field ( or of my. fields, whereas 1 amnichieferd,and wherain he honid Sada 


Croffe, ol arr for their finnes, Heh. chap. Br 
pointed to bein the Temple, that thetacificers migbsibalecve.tb gracious prefencg a Neate) 
of God with them, and might worfhig bih in {pire andi truth. n sir <<} to 
Verfe vz: And Fuceh fled into the-connirey of Sjria; b lacoh, in. when, ye glory, 

was a poor farjorne fugitive, glad to-xunag for his lifes and. xo.cakehand,onfor hi 
fivelyhood,: Gen. 28. 8¢ 29, A Bis the wereibound by ghéiLeiy to. make saafefliono 
ever when they offered their basket-df firft—froits; ang tq fy,: Aidlyrian reedy tg - 
peri was my farver, &c:Deus, 26.154 chiar, <cohtidering rhe menbasiie of they 
original, they might net boat of their ineoftry z. bus mepnific (Gods freecgrage i 
their preferit erjoyments.;-and fay as thie noble Athenisn (General Aphigreses did, 
inthe middéft of all his tciumphs, H doros clas fromthow goar batonelie and mj 

fery, to whae great bleffedneffeand glory ane we oxalted.2, King Agathocles, woul 

be ferved in earthen veffels;: to mind::him ‘af his fathar;-who, was, 4.poor potten 

Willigis Arch bifhop of Ments, Anno'td11.ibeing 4 Wheelswrights.fonne, hang’d 

wheels, and wheel-wrights-tools round:aBour his bed-chamber, andiugde WTOC In 

‘ Capitall Letters, IW idigis, PRLligis resale unde veneris; Renember thine, riginall, Buchelser: 

How low and mean wereule of this Nanon at fin 2. Brich Gignifieth dlew-coloured, te ior 5 
fe. with woed’;: Hence. our fame: Biieaiu:.'This wat their fine clothing: theig MES, 
, food was barks of trées and: roots. -. Hoting faith; ughae ome old men @ikngw, mun ey 
` who told of-tithes in Englandy: chat iGahe gqad-man:of the boufe had a mattis, a 

or a ftock-bèdi- and a fackaf phaffe to rdfobis:hcad ions ihe rhongbs himéelf aswell ose A 

lodg'd, asthe'Lord of the ‘Fawn: for ardikarily, they ly ypon.ftraw:paliets.cov: 

er Alth ids 


red with earivafe; anda round lop wadetutteis heads initead.of 2 balft 
pillows were fit onely for wmen-in:childibed:s: and ikii good | farmers ho foit wes 
tare to find ‘four: pieces-of Pewter: andit was accountedagreas matker ARa afale 
mer fhould fhew five fillings, .or:a ‘noble together in -Ailver, &c. Thexgare thas, 
render the Text thue :. TWther fled Pucodoanelf:rbe coxneony : of iSyving afie Ifrael 
bad ferved ‘for 4 Wifes amd forin wife 'habke pe: Mlreplecig Ulu. ai davies sons 
: Verfe 13.- Hither alfo by: a- Prophet dst fchovah tardgyap Afratibeint ef ESIR 
&e. ] thats, Gilead fected as ia fan@uary'atro. Facet, when ba fied &bin habas, 
in Gilgal-alfo ‘God by- Paivaab renewed iis Covenant saith your fathenintter.he 
had brought them out: of Egypt, by thehand of Adafeeiand ; daranu Mehornble 
thing therefore itis, if well “eqnfidered;that ehefe nwolplates fhonidinors hefo ia 
pared with idofatry, and betore the nitoteso€ evil;-uihich: hererifate were the 
means of fo great comfort:t Gods people: Rhus PeniansPianns, and otbers, A 
witty intepretation, but formewhar forca: c: Seren eG tie fats 
And 
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therefore earn hér with his hard labour: wherein he fhewed fingular humility, pa- 
ti. ace, meekneffe, waiting'upon Gods providence: none of all which graces were 
found in his degenerate pofterity, who yet prided themfelves in their father 
Jacoh, >> TBS pis as 5 : 3 
` And for a wife he kept fheep. ] qed. Jacob, that he might obey his father, was, 
content to ferve his Uncle ;_ and to fuffer a greac deal of wrong. from him : but ye 
refufe to ferve me though:a liberal! Lord, a bountifull Benefactour. He held clofeto 
me in that ‘hard. fervice : but you abufing your liberty, enflave yonr felves to falfe 
gods, Hein his mifery kept ‘his confidence. of the blefling: but you in your pro- 


o7, fperity, cant it‘clean away, &¢€. Lather:upon this Text fpeaketh much about the 


bleffing of -a good wife, (a commodity that cannot be toa dear bought ) and the 
plague of a fcold that is alwayes rayling andiwrangling. The Heathen well faith, 
that every man when he miarrieth, bringeth either a good, or.an evil fpirit into his} 
houfe; and fo taketh it either‘an heaven oran hell.. Perens well obferveth here, 
the great ufe of Hiftories and holy examples, according to:Rom. 15.4. Plato thinks 
that Hiferia comes ops Rislra + fr, of topping the Aux of errours and enor-, 
mities., © >> ; meg SN oe ook 3; P 
~: Verfe 13. And by a Prophet the Lord brought Ifrael out. of Egypt, | By Moles 
that Prophet, by an excellencie: as Arifforde ts called. the Philofepher, Tully the 
Oratonr, Pant the Apoftle, Calvin, the mof learned Interpreter &c. Mofes was 
a‘ famous Prophet indeed, and a Type of Chrift. Confer Deut. 18.15, 38. and 
34-10, 11, 12. Adds 3.22. and: 7.35, 36, 37,38. Theodoret calleth him the gresr 
Ocean of Divinity. Bellarmin; Gods fpeciall favorite, then whom Antiquity had 
nibil fapientins, fand¥ins, mitins, none more wife, meek, and holy : Indeed, titles 
of honour are not worthy-of him, , Howbeithe'was but a mean man at firft, Exod, 
4:30. be rook his wife and his fonne and fet them upon an adle; that was the beft, 
and the onely beaft that he had, for ought we read, It was not very likely chat fo 
poor a Prophet fhould do fo great a deed. . But God loves to help his people with 
a little help, Dan. 11. 34, that through weaker means, his greater ftrength may ap- 
pear. - His end here may feem'to be the fame asbefore, in fetting forth Jacobs mean- 
nefie, to take down the haughtineffe of the people, proud of their Founders and 
forefathers: JA Prophet heis purpofely called,and his name concealed, 1. To then, 
that the work was done not by might nor by power, but by Gods Spirit; Zech. 4. 6. 
2. To fhew what God will do for his people by the prayers and for the fake of his 
Prophets, when they are moft thiftleffe and hopelefle. 3. To let this unworthy 
people fee how much God had done.for them once by a Prophet, how little foever 
now they: fetby fuch.. This is Cyræs obfervations: ; . : 


Ver(e'14. Ephraim hath provoked kim to anger, moft bitterly, | Heb. with bitter- i 


weffes, or unto bitter difpleafure, or With bitter things, thatis, finnes chat imbitter 
Gods Spirit and put thunder-bolts into his hands. As a. Bee ftings'not till provo- 
ked, fo neither doth God punifh, till there.beno remedy, 2 Chrow.. 36.16. If 
Ephraim will provoke him to anger, ( which he will notdare to do to his land-lord) 
if he will put it to the triall whether God can be angry, as thofe did; Heb, 3.9. he 
thall know the ‘power of his wrath, Pfal. 90. 11. he thall feel, to his forrow, thatit 
is an evil thing and bitter, that he hath forfaken the Lord, and that his fear isnot 
in them, Per. 2. 19. there will be bitterneffé.in the end, Principinm dulce eff, [ed finie 
amoris amarss, Amer amaror, Luft is a lic, as Amnon proved. Her end is bitter as 
wormwood; though her lips drop as an honey-combe, faith Solomon of finfull plea- 
fure, Prev. 5. 3. It is like: Fonatbans honey, or Efans pottage, or Judas his thirty 
pence, which he would gladly have been rid of, but could not. Thofe that pro- 
voke God’ thall one day hear, Do. ye provoke me to anger? Are Je Stronger then 1? 
they fhall be taught co meddle with cheir match, and not-to contend with him that 
is mightier then they, Eccle/. 6. 10. they thall cry out in the bitterneffe of their 
fouls, as Lam. 3.15. He hath filled mse with bitterneffes, be hath made me drunk with 


‘wormwood. And God thall reply, as Jez: 4:18. Thy way and thy doings have pro- 


cured thefe things unto thee: and this is chy wickedneffe, ibecaufe itis bitter. 
therefore foall he leave bis blood xpex him, | God fhall bring upon. him deferved 


deftruction ; he mhall bring him iato the-fire, and leave him there, Ezek, 22: a 
fo; j the 
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the guilt of his finne fhall remain upon: his foul, and: then punifhment cannot bee 
far off. See Ezek, 24. 7,8. with chap.1Bi 13. Jo/o:2.19. < Or, the enemy fhallleave 
him all blood}. eke wey EE Mp qashio asad o 1s. sate 

and bis reproach foall his Lord return unto him. | His Lord, novtlie-Affyrian;' as 
fome fence it, but his Liege Lord (whom he. hath :reproached, ‘by: changing his 
glory into the fimilitude of`a calf, and other. corruptibie things.) fhall-ery quictance 
with him, as verfe 2. caft utter contempt upon humyaccordingto 1Sams.2. 30. an 
make him know that he is bys Lord. . . aatia ea toaa i 


yo 


CHAP. XII | 


Verjez. Vee Ephraim fpake trembling? J Orsthere Was trembling, as there 
V is among the beafts of the field, when:the Lion roareth. Ephrains 

whiles innucent of tHe great. offence, fpake with auchority, and none durft budge 
againft him: for he had great powerin bis hand.:- Now, as the Philofopher told 
Adrian the Emperour, who challenged. him to difpute ; Dificile efkes contradicere 
1 gui poteft ique Cr igniinterdicere. vel adverfus fcribere, qui pote? profcribere. 
It is dangerous medling with the.Lions beard. . NPdchadnexzars Majefty was fuch, 
that ail people, nations, and languages trembled and feared before’him, Dan.5.1 9. 
wherefoever his commands or armiescame, there were very, great heart-quakes and 
concuflions of fpirit. Where che word of a king is; there1s: power: and who may 


fay unto him, Whar doft thou è Ecclef:8.4. Job was no king: and yet whiles hee , 


was fobab, that is, in a profperous condition, The young men faw him, and hid 
themfelves: the nobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved to che roof of their 
mouth, job 298,10 The people feared Jofouab { chap. 4.14.,) asthey feared 
Mojes, all the dayes of his life: for why ? the Lord had magnified. him in the fight 


, of all Ifrael. Naturall confcience cannot but ftoop to the imageof God in wham- 


foever. When Ephraim was firttin the Throne, hebecame formidable: but whea 
Hi@ife!! openly from God; he grew feeble: firfthe was a terrour, and thena fcorn, _ 

` Bat when he offendedin Baal, he died. | When by Jezabel (who did allunder 
her husband, fhe was King, and he Queen ) Baal-worfhip was brought in, then 
Ephraim tell from his dignity :.then every paltry: adverfary trampled upon him, as 
the Hare will do upon a dead Lion.See how Beshadad infulted over .4hbab,1K 1G .200 
Thy filver and thy gold is mine, thy wives alfo and thy children, even the goodlieft 
are mine, And the king of Ifrael anfwered and faid, My Lord, O king,. according 
to thy faying, Zam thine, and all that I have. Look how.the worried Curre falls 


: upon his back,’ and holds up all four, ascraving quarter: fo did this fordid Idolater, 


glad to crouch to his enemy : when God was departed from him ; he waseven as 
a dead carcaife, ge mean ce. i 


Marti vicinus jam magis atque magis . 


He that departeth from God ( who is his life.) by an evil heart of unbelief, fubie&- 
eth himfelf to all forts of deaths, Naturall, Civil, Spirieuall, and Eternall;.. ` 
Verfe 2. And now they finne more and mere, | Heb. Thy adde to finne: God in 
his juft judgemene hath given them up unto hardnefle of minde, and to their hearts 
luft + char ior all this fudden change, they repent not, but run more and more into 
Idolatry. Not content to worfhip Baal, and fuch Heathen-Deities, They make 
thers molten images of their filver, | they laid their monies together, to make 
the golden-calves, or filver-fhrines, as 4@s 19.24. and other idolatrous trinkets : 
they lavithed filver out of the bag, and were at no fraallcharge. They multiplied 
their altars, chap. 10. and abufed Gads gold and filver to myfticall'adulcery, chap.2. 
All this they did Now, faith the Text: moft unfeafonably, and as ic were in flat 
Oppofition to God ; after he had fought to reclaim them both by counfels, and ċor- 
rections, and had hang’d ‘Ahab and his houfe up in gibbets, as it were, before them 
for their admonition. Surely it isa juft both prefage and defert of ruine, not to hee 
warned, See chap.7.1. with the Note;. | e TOO a i p 
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And idols according to their own. wxderftanding, | i. e. according to their own 
inventions, : motu fuo proprios forfaking the Rule of the Word, they will needs be 
{chollers to their own Reafon, though they are fure to have a fool to their Mafter 
That’s a good Jaying of Solimon, Truft in che Lord with all chy beart, and lean nor 
unto thine own xpderftasding, in matters of Gods worfhip efpecially ; for. there 
Deus damnat quicquid arridet judicio hominsm vel rationi., that which is highly 
efteemed amongft men, is abomination in.the fight of God, Luke 16. 15. 

all of it the work of the craft(men, | And fhould men worfhip the work of their 
own hands? what can be imagined more irrationall and fottifh ? Buc it-isa moft 
righteous recompence of thesr errour. See Efay 29. 1 3,14. God doth blinde and 
blaft fuch, caufing their madneffe to appear :to all, and that they are men compa@ of 
meer. incongruities, folxcifing in opinion, {peeches, actions, all: nothing is more 
irrationall then irrel:gion. 2 

-they fay of it, Let the wen. that facrifice.kiffe the calves.) They, thatis, the king 
arid his counfellours, or the idolatrous priefts by their appointment. . Thefe were 
active to invite, and incite men to partakeof thofe idolatrons fervices. Should we 
be leffe diligent in calling upon others to krffe the ‘Son, with a kiffe of love and ho- 
mage? fhould we not be as ferious. and fedulous in building ftair-cafes for heaven 
as the wicked are in digging age: to hell ? > 

`. kiffe the calves. | That th@€uftome of kiiling in divine worfhip was ufed in alf 
Nations, is evident. They kiffed either the idols mouth, or their own hand (where 
the idoll ftood on high, fo that they could not come atit) in token of homage. See 
1 King. 19.8. fob 31.27. So (after the example of Dioclefian} the Rope holds 
forth his foot to be kiffed by the greateft Potentates: whiles he fitteth as God. in 
‘the Temple of God, &c. ye 
Verfe 3. Therefore they foall be as the morning cloud,') They fhall vanith and 
come to nothing: the morning cloud irradiated by the ‘un, feems very gay at firt, 
bur is foon difpelled by it, the dew lies very lovely upon the graffe, and feems to im- 
pearl it: but is foon dried up; See chep.6.4. The chaff lies hollow and high, bur 
is foon difperft before a whirlwind. See P/al. 35.5. Dan. 2. 35. Pfal, 1. 5.. The 
{moke rowls out of the chimney, as if it were fome folid fubftance, and would mufge 
the whole heavens, but is prefently fcattered.; Evaporat & evanefcit, the higher it 
afcendeth , theifooner it vanifheth. See here how that is verified chap. 12, 10. I 
have ufed fimilitudes by the miniftery of my Prophets, (four ina breath wee have 
here ) and be hereby’ advertifeds 1. Of mans weakneffe. 2. Of Gods power, 
3+ OF the fwittneffe of Ephraims enfuing.mifery. 4. The fevetity of Gods dea» 
ing with Idolaters, he will leave no figne nor remaine of them: he will utterly re- 
move them as aman takes away dung, tillit be gone, 1 King. 14.19. Sic tranft 
gloria mundi. Life it telf is but a fhadow, a dream, yeaa dream ofa fhadow, Pal. 
144.4. profit , an uncertainty, 1 Tim. 6. 17. pleafure, a fpirt, honour a blaf, 
pomp a phancy, 4é. 25. 23. the whole world a {cheme, or notion that hath no- 
thing in 1t of any firmneffe, or folid confiftency. Why then fhould wicked world- 
lings brag, and look fo big 2? Why fhould the Saints be affected either wich it’s al- 
lurements, or affrightments, and not cry out with that heroicall Luther Contemptas 
eft a me Romanus & favor © furor, I care neither for Romes favour nor fury; Jam 
neither fond of the one, nor afraid of the other, for all is but fumus aut fanns 
vanity and vexation? . 
Ferje 4. Tet Iam the Lord thy God, &c. ] Yet for all the forrow: and though, 
I thus threaten thee : for fince I fpake againft thee, I do earneftly remember thee 
fill, &c. Jer. 31. 20. Itiseafie to obferve, all along this Chaprer, an interchange 
of menaces and mercies, asin the preceding >erfe and this 3 f0 verfe 8. ando. verfe 
13. and 14. verfe 16, and chap. 14.1. to fhew how foon the Lord repents him of 
the evil, and how ready to thew mercy to the worft that return. 1f men could but: 
finde a penitent heart, he would eafily finde a pitying heart: like as David would 
have been friends with e-4b/alom after all the unkindneffe, would he have been but 
better at laft. To reduce Ephraim it was, that. this Chapter, like checquer-work, is 
made up of promifes and threatnings ; that the cartneffe of the one might make 
him the better to tafte the fweetneffe of the other. 
Yet Lam the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt, | Seethe Note on Chap.12-9. 
è He 
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Cuar .13. the Prophecie of Hofa. 
He wastheir God before, Gen. 17.7. but then he mainly manifefted Linfelf fo to 
be, when he broughe chem thence with a {trong hand,.and fo declared bimfelf ta 
be Jehovah, Exod. 6. 2. yea Iam ready to fhew thee the like mercy ftills, for. 1 
remember (faith he ) the kindneffe of thy youth, the love of chine efpoufals, 
when thou wenteft after me in the wilderneffe, in a land that was not fowen, 
der. 2.2. ek es 
and thon falt kaow no God but me, | i.e. Effectually acknowledge,worthip,ferve, 

Jove, none fave me, Deut, 13.2. Gal. 4.9. Thou fhalt experience none other : it is 
a bleffed thing to be ignorant of falfe-worfhip; and not to be infighted into, or 
verfed in the depths of Satan, Rev. 2.24. Thou fhalt not enquire how thefe Nati- 
ons worfhipped their gods, De#t.12.30. Abhaz got hurt by feeing the Altar at Da- 
mafcus: Many that will needs fee the Popifh-fervice, are enfnared thereby. ` ; 

for there is x0 Saviour befide me.E This is a Title chat God much glorieth in, See 
Efay 60. 16.and 63. 1. At. 5.31. and we fhould go oft tohim in this Name, as 
Jer. 14.8. fith heis able to fave thems to rhe utmoft that come unto him, Heb. 7. 25. ele T) ae 
to fave them perpetually, and perfectly. He isa fole Saviour, a thorow Saviour, a ag.. a 


. Saviour ix folidum: and doth not his work to the halves, as Papifts make it.. How 


blafphemous is that direction of theirs to dying men, to fay, Joyn, Lord, mine 
obedience with thofe things which Chrift fuffered for me, &c. 

Ferje 5. I kacw thee in the wilderneffe, in a place of great dronght,) In terra 
torridiffima, where I gave thee pluviam efcatilem © petram aquatilem as Tertul- Taon, de pati. 
Jian phrafeth it, where I gave thee bread from heaven, fet the flintabroach, kept enie `. 
thy clothes whole and fit, kept back thine enemies, led thee by a pillar of cloud, Plal-78.20024 
fent thee in flefh at Even, and bread in the Morning, ferved chee as never Prince 
was ferved in his greareft pomp. And wilt thou yet kiffe the calf, quite nec fer- 
vat, nec fatiat, st ego? who neither faveth thee, nor fatisfieth thee, as I have 
done ? not fuffering thee to lack any thing, Dest. 2. 7? but crowning thee with 
loving kindneffe. and tender mercies: infomuch as Mofes ftands amazed at it, 
and cries out, Happy art thon O Ifrael! whe ss like unto thee , O people faved of the 
Lord, &c. Dest. 33.29. 

Ferfe 6. According to their pafture fo were they filed :]] Saturity bred fecuricy; 
fulneffe, forgetfulnefle. This wasa foul fault, and is much complained of, Dest. 
33. 13,14, &c. Pfal,78.10,11, &c. God had brought them out of a place of reat A@s 14.19. 
drought into large and fat. paitures, a land flowing with milk and honey, where 
he filled their hearts with food and gladneffe, where he ted them among the lillies, 
daily and daintily, But they, as if God had hired them to be wicked, bafely abu- 
fed his bounty to luxury, and having fulneffe of bread, and abundance of idleneffe, 
grew proud as Sodom, and out of meafure finfull; forgetting God and his will, Ezech.16.49. 
themfelves and their duties, and running out into all excefle òf riot, though they ` 
had been fairly warned, and commanded co the contrary, Dest. 8. 10, &c. Their 
heart prew fat as greafe, and became asa foul {tomach, which the more you fiX it, 
ithe more you fpill it: or like fed horfes, they grew fierce and filthy, Jer. 5.7, 8. imir dv, 
there was no hoe with them. See Ezck.34.16,18,20-. Whiles they were in the wil- Spi uate 
derneffe God knew them, yea he knew their fouls in adverfity ; They both knew P 
God, and were known of him. But now, God neither knew them fo much, nor 
they him: they Jived not upon him now; as once in the wilderneffe ; bur being S*!-2- 
filled, yea filled (you have the word here twice together ) to note how they fell up- 
on thofe aliowed delights, and even giucted themfelves, gorp’d chemfelves, they 


, flew upon them, asthole in Sauls time did upon the fpoil of the Philiftings: they: 


fed without fear, as thofe Pfeudo-Chriftians in fade verf.12. they gormandized 
‘as thofe ficth-mongers afore the floud, more like beafts then men, as the Greek Teasevees, 
word fignifieth, Lake 17.27. Ard hereupen their hearts were exalted, ) Psofperity 
and plenty wijl eafily blow np iucha blabas pride, in che beft hearts, if care be not 
taken tothe contrary, as 4¢nr kaew, and therciore prayed, Give me a m diocrity, 
deft L be ful and deny, and proudiy ask, Wo isthe Lord? and as Solomon felts 
whofe weaith did him more hurt then ius witdome did him good, Ece/ef2. and Prov.3o.9, 
zs Hezekind experimented to his coft, ijay 3y indeed of /ehofaphat itis noted, i 
2 Chron. 17.3. thathe walked in the [bA wares of Dazed bis father, (for the gruth 
is, Davids firit wayes were his bett wayes 2 neiier was he ever fo good and tender, 
P RE ° 
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i ; as when he was hunted as a Partridge in the mountains) and of Fi iti 
| er ried, that he was made the better man by being made cape : betes a 
imperio melior bird, and had farce his fellow again, Itis che property of profperity to tumour the: 
Tallus. Japi a #bi ee ibi tuber, See Pfal. 73. 3,6. & 1 Tim. 6. 17. they eat and 
| are fwe i ide: iti 
| tee as being poyfoned with pride: they are are fatted, butit is for the 
i therefore hawe they forgotten me, | Non tam theeretice quam praétice 
i member there is a God, but they honour him not as God: chee forget ay Pa 
gagements to him, and through the pride of their countenance, they feek not after 
l him, P/al. 10. 4. they confider not their diftance, their dependance, &c. Now of 
i „all things God cannot abide to be forgotten, E/ey 1.2,3. it isafin that he can hard 
ly oe ler. A 7,&c. See the Note on shap. 8.14, i 
erfe 7. Therefore will I be unto them asa lion, asa leopard, &c.} Thus fi 
God proceedeth to ufe fimilitudes by the miniftery of his POPLE as i did belo 
ere verfe 3. He here compareth himfelf ( who otherwhere is compared to an Eagle 
Dent.3 2. 10, bearing her young upon her wings 3 to a Hen hovering over chickens, toa father 
: R s1. cherifhing his children, &c. ) to a lion, yea to an old lion, which taketh the re 
at.23.37. but feldom, and therefore is more ravenous of it, when taken ; ( See chap. 5 i } 
toa leopard, or panther, that diligently obferveth by the way, and lieth ih wa 
for his prey, and ufeth fubtilty, as not being fo fwift of foot: confer Jer. <. 6 
ame To a Bear robbed of her whelps, which are very dear to her. To any other aul 
, cap.sg. creature, verfe 8. asthe Tiger that flieth upon the very picture of a man, and tea- 
Scalexere,  veth ‘it, or if he cannot come at it, cearcth himfelf for anger. Neither is it for 
208. nothing ( faith River ) chat God compareth himielf here to all thefe together: but 
to fhew that there was no hope of efcape, neither could he that had avoided one 
oie Os zit aoe aoe So dread full a thing is it to fall into ithe punifhing 
ands of the living God. confider this ye that forget God : 
in ar and there be none to deliver you. : E 
Verfe8. 1 will meet them as a Bear bereaved of her whelps, | Ssreit hi ite 
The Bear is more cruell then the Lion: for the Lion is faid ee ae Ae fi 
but a ine bo ronl upon all, yea upon dead carcaffes, See Amos 5.9 and 
confer 2 Sam. 17.8. Prov,17.12. See alfo what work 5 ide 
the two and fourty children, 2 King. 2. E R PA A ace dpo 
and Will rent the casl of their heart, } The pericardium. that f, i 
. H t X 
verfe 6. that hoof upon their hearts which the word could not aS aes 
filthy fore-skin that grew to their uncircumcifed hearts. ki 
there will I devour them like a lion, ] Once more like a lion. xt immanis leo, for 
AA the word isnot the fame as before, as a lion, that is. in heart and that | i 
: the blood, and the fac that is about the heart. There will I devour a hae pa 
i their cities, and houfes, where they hold themfelves fafeft: as the lions dealt be 
thofe mongrell-Colonies that made a mixture of religions, 2 Kiag. 17.25 : 


$ 

! the wild beaft fhall tear them. when the i 

l «J wł y but ftirre any where abroad ; foth 
j there fhall be no fafet i e 
! aimee Li y, no peace to him that goes out, orto him that commeth in, 


j. —--crudelis ubique 
| Luttus, ubique pavor, & plurima mortis imago. 
{ 


Let ns therefore have grace, whereb ; 

i ; y Wwe may ferve God with revere d godl 
| og for even eur God ( and not the God of the Jews onely ) zs a Sueur he 
| SAET i ‘ ene Lion, isa furious Leopard, a raging Bear: yea put all the dread- 
i eb. 12,28,29 a : of all the creatures in the world together, it is allto be found in the wrath 
i ol od, even the quinteffence of all. Hence that of the Pfalmift. who knoweth 
f the ne of thine anger? even according to thy fear, fois thy wrath, Pfal. 90.11 
| who one fay, Let a man fear thy difpleafure never fo much he is fure to fee! 
t a y more, if once he fall into thy fingers. Nowa fearfull man can fancy 
i vaft and terrible fears, as ramping lions, ravenous leopards, fire, fword, racks, 


; {calding lead, burning pitch, running bell-mettle, ali this in extremi dtl 
i all eternity : and yet all thefe are but as a painted fire, in comparifon of ike HEN 


ceiveable and unfupportable wrath of God, 
Ferfe 


` 


= Ferje 9. O \frael thou haft deftroyed thy felf, ] Heb. He, or, Ie hath marred thee; 

O Sfract: thet is, either thy fin of :felf-exaltation, and forgetfulneffe of me, as 

verfe 6, Ox thy King, in whom thou truftedit, as verfe 10. Or rhy Calf, whum thou 

worfhippedit, hath -been the caufe of thy confufion, Or thy fained comforts, as Confolarie 

Aben-Exra will have it ; thy foothing up thy felfin finfall practifes. Or, One kath fatitia, s 

acfiroyed ree: Or, Somewhat hath #adone thee, but not without thee.. Whatever 

it is that hath done ir, itis not J, what hard thoughts foever thou. mayeft have 

of me, becaufe I appear thus dreadfull.co thee, as inthe former verfe. Fury és not. 

in me, but thou mayeft thank thy felf, and fault thyfinne as the mother of thy |a , 

mifery, as the caufe of thy calamity ; thou haft deftroyed thy felf, and thine own pv dine 

heart may fay to thee, as the heart of „Apollodorus feemed ina dream, to fay to ote udeo 
fhim, when he was tortured by the Seyrhians; It is Ithat have drawn thee ro:all aaye “yoy- 

this. {cis the obfervation of a great Politian; £ ngland is a mighty Animal, which: ie Hom. 

f can never die except it kill icfelf. Anfwerable whereunto. was the.fpeech of the ee = 
Lord Rich, to the Juftices in the reigneof Edward 6. Never‘forraigne power could re Toy dime. 
yet hurt, or in any part prevail in this Realm, but by difobedience, and miforder 
among our felves: that is the way -wherewith .God: will plagueus, if he ininde ro des of 

, punifh us, &c. ` We nfe to fay, No man is burt but-by bimfelf: Ye have not injured: neess pe 33, 
me at all, faith S. Past to the Gulathians : you cannot do it, unleffe kwill. The devil. 44s gy Mon. 
can do nothing at us, if we give not way- to him. Aad though thereweie no devil, fol 1186. 
yet our corrupt Nature would ad Sacans part againtt it felf ; it would have a fupply: Gal. 4.12. 
of wickedneffe (asa ferpent hath of poyfon ) from ir felf; ithath a {pring of its 

~owntofeed it. Nemo igitur fibi palpet de fuo: quifqae fibi Saran eff, faith an An-. 
cient. And it was no ill with of him, thar begged of God, to deliver him from ; Domine, libera 

that naughty man, Himfelf : for he knew, that as in that firt Chaos, Ges. 1. 2.were mea malo 
the feeds of allcreatures: foin mans heart, of all finnes, and mileries that follow; homine,meipfoz 
thereupon. Ged made man upright : but they have fought ont many inventions, Ecclef:: 
7.29. many fhifts and fharking tricks. Sinne and hifting came into the world ‘to- ; 
gether, Gew. 3.12: The woman whom thon gaveft me, Bc. God muft bear the blame 
of Adams fin: fo muft his Decree of Reprobation, ftill be alledged.as the caufe of. 


_ mans perdition. But this covering is too fhort: for no man is.deftroyed becaufe 


, he isreprobated, but becaufe he is a finner : neither are any damned becaufe they 
cannot do better, but becaufe they will do no better. If there were:no will, there: 
would be no. hell : and this indeed will be the very hell of hell, chat they have been. Cefer yotuntas. 


felf-deftroyers. The worme of confcience (-fay Divines )- that never-dying worme, propria, €y nen” 
< is nothing elfe but a continual remorfe, and furious refle&tion of the foul upon it’s. erit Infernus 


own willfull folly, and now wofull. mifery. 
but in me ts thy help. ] Heb. In me, in thy hedp, that is, (faith Drufius ) Tam 
in thy help, and thy help isin me: whatfoever help thou haft, I amın it. , We ¢an 
eafily undo our felves ; asa childe can eafily break a glaffe, that all the men in.the 
countrey cannot piece up again. But God both can and will help his, chough never . 
fo fhattered: and repair that image of his, loft in Adam, that One that deftroyed . 
Mfracl.’ Lord, faith Auguftine, Ego:admifi unde tu damnare potes me: fed th non 
 amififti unde (alvare pores me: that is, 1 have done enough to undo my {elf forever, 
bur with thee there is enough for my fafety here, and falvation hereafter. God as 
he both can and will help his, that ery, :Give us help from trouble; for vain is the 
help of man : fo he will then chiefely do it, when they {eem to themfelves and others, | 
to be inan undone condition. Thou baft deftroyed thy felf, in me is thy help: His Pf. 60.11, 
holy hand is referved for a dead lift. a ae ve ES tae Wee A 
© Ferfe 10. `I will be thy king, ] Thine eternal king,. fo Pagnine. As] have been 
thy Prophet, ver/é 4. 5. fo I will be thy king ; I will alfo be thy Prieft, and thy Re- 
deemer, verje 14, that fo thou mayeft hear my voice, fubmit to my fcepter, and ap- 
ply my death for thy deliverance from deaths dominion. Or, Z will be thy king, and 
not be born down by thy boyfteroufneffe, who calleft for another king, and repi- 
neft againft my righteous regiment. . Thou wouldit caft off mine authoriry, but I 
will maintain it. The Lord isking, be the people never fo unquiet, P/a4 99. tihe 
will raigne over rebels in fpite of their hearts : and chofe that will not be his fubjécts, ` 
his wiing people, fhall be his flaves, his foot{tool. The Geneva Bible reads it thus: pray iyo. 3. 
I am: Where is the King that foould help theein all. thy cities? Re Aben-Exra;, A 
. p2 “Calvins 
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Calvin, Occolampadixs, and others go the fame way : onel 
will be one and the fame (according to that name of mine, 1am that Lam Exod 
3-14, and before Abraham was, I am, Ioh. 8. 58.) though you be off and on with 
. me, though you change often, yet Iam Jehovah, change not. I willbe: Wh 
willhe be? The fame that I faid, I would be, thy Saviour, thine Helper: O a 
will be a ftander-by, to fee what will become of thee, and how thy king (in whe l 
thou trufteft ) will heip thee: this laftis 2. Solomos farchi’s interpretation Pa 
ress will have itrun thus, Z will be, what? a livn, a leopard, a bear, &c. and it 
thing fhall alter hy refolutione ZTR 
Where is any other that may fave thee in all thy cities? ] Thou faveft 
are but vain words) I have counfell, and flecngth for EH ; Thee a sae ee 
Princes, and ftrong cities. But alaffe, where are they ? Let them encreafe thei 
Army, and come forth as he once faid, fudg. 9.29. Ubi eft Rex tuns ? binges 
nunc fervit te,&c. Where isthe king ? where is he? let hing now Jave thee in all thy 
cities, fo Polanys rendreth it. Can they fave thee, who cannot fave themfelves > 4 
_ isa Sarcafticall conceflion. See the like Dest. 32.37,38. fudg.10.4. Am.4.4 And 
_ obferve that Gods to deride and infult over men in their carnall confidence ; and his 


ar eee 
y they render ir, Evo, i 


_—————— LL a a 
fhall caft them into a furnace of fire, &c. Marth. 13. 39,41, 42+ As the Clark 
of Afiizes bindes up the inditements of malefactours in bundles, or feals them up in 
a bag for mote furety: and at the Affizes, brings his bag, takes them ont, and reads 
them: fo willit be at that lait and great day. My tranforeffion ts Sealed upin a 
baa faith Job: and zhon foweft up mine iniquity, viz. ag the writings, or informati- 
ene of a procefle, which is ready to be fentenced. See Deut. 32.34. Jer. 17. 1. 


, Hof.9.9. Sinners fhall one day know, that Gods forbearance is no quittance ; and 


that however he is filent for a feafon, and thereupon they are apt fondly to conceit 
himto be. fuch another as themfelves, yet He will confute them, and fet their finsin 
order before their eyes, Pfal. 50.21. Theit actions are already in print in heaven: 
and God will one day read them aloud in the ears of all the world. And then 
though their finne be bid for prefent, all fhal! out to their utter fhame and everlatt- 


“ing contempt, Dan. 12.2. that laft light of the day of wrath fhall reveal all, Rom. 


2. §. punith all, Hof. 9, 9e Whatever God hath threatned, hall then be inflicted : 
whatever arrowes are in the bow-ftring, fhail then flee, and hic, and ftick deep. 
And the longer the Lord is in drawing, the heavier they will light: Alore difpeze 
dium fenoris duplo penfabitur, the longer He forbeareth, the heayier He punith- 


people are licenced.to do fo too, fo it be out of pure zeal,P/a/. 52.6, 7. and not out 
of private revenge. 


and thy jndges, | Or chief Officers, Princes, that are ne i 
are called his eals confins, and counfe} lours. SRSA mance 

whereof thou faidft, ] and waft fet upon it: thou wouldft needs have them, contra 

gentes, asthey fay, and hadft foon enough of them. Strong affections bring ftron 

afflictions. x : À 

Give me a king and princes.) It was partly their ambition, and partly difcontent 

qaapdy Ban With the prefent government (as the prefent is alwayes grievous ) that prompted: 
Thucyd. them to this requeft ; and they had it, but fora mifchief. It is not alwayes in mer- 
cy-that prayers are anfwered: for Dens fepe dat irains, quod negat propitius, God 

oft throwes that to his enemies, when they are over-importunate, which he denies 

to his friends, in great mercy to their fouls. They do beft, that acknowledging him 

the onely wife God, pray, Not onr, but thy will be done, &c, 

Verfe 11. I gave thee a king sn mine anger, | As once before he gave then 

j Quails to choak them. 4 king, that is, all thofe kings they had fince they fell off 
| dhes des from the houfe of David. Thefe were Gods gifts, but gsftleffeegifts, which hee 


eth: So that there fhall be no caufe, why finners fhould fay, Where is the God of 
jadgement? Mal.2.17. See the Note. God will enquire after their iniquity, and . 
fearch after their fin, Iob 10: 6. 


xai ér òvúor- caft upon them in his anger, for a punifhment both of the finnes of Davids ho ufe, bitth, by paffing thorow the narrow womb of Repentance, and being born anew, 
4 [Ate and likewife of the peoples rebellion. It was ab irato potins quam ab exorato Des, God ftands over him, frretching out his hands all the day long, to doa midwives of- 
: Take him, (faith He, fith you will needs have him ) with all that fhali follow af. fice, to take him out of the womb, as Pfal. 22. 9. to cut his navell, and wath off his 


7: ter. The hypocrite fhak raigne, that the people may enfnared, Fob Set th 
: a wicked man over him, ( faith the Pfalmift ) and ee Satan eed Pr lis das E hand, 


t Pfal. 109.6. See Dan. 8.23 Saul wasanh i b i i i i oh. 3. 5. or freedom 
| J 3 ypocrite, feroboam a wicked man, fo ted ( without which there is no heaven to be had, Job. 3. 5. or freedom 
i| were all his fucceffours in that Throne. Levit. 26.17. it is written asan heavy kadad nee upon earth ) he will venture to fay a while at leaft (asthe 
i carfe of God ; If you full trefpafie againft me, Iwill fet Princes ever Jos that Text here hath it ) inthe month of the matrix.) though it coft him a choaking. Ny. 
i foall hate you, mifchievous, odious princes: odious to God, malignant to the Such Ephraims we have nota few, that proceed no further then to conviction ; dẹ- 
i people: oori ’ barring themfelves of the benefit of a thorow converfion. Thefe go as far as 
í: and took him away in my wrath, | Heb. In mine immoderate wrath, that paffed Kadefb-barnea, they are nigh to Gods kingdom, they are almoft perfwadedto be 

j the bounds. This is fpoken of God after the manner of men ; for he cannot ex- true Chriftians, they are come as far as tbe place of the breaking forth of children, 
| ceed or over-do: fury isnot in him, Efay 27.4. but here he threateneth to take but there they ftick and are ftifled: they are never brought forth from darknefle to 
i away king and kingdome together: ashe did Hofea, by the Afyrian that carried fight, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remiffjon of 
| i em all captive. Obferve here, that better a bad Magiftrate then none , for this finnes, and inheritance among the faints and fonnesof God, Afs 26. 18. Oh make 

i Pu is Hie fruit of Gods utter indignation. Thofe Anabaptifts that from this Text: . much of the Jeaft beginnings of grace ( faith a Reverend man ) eventhole called 
y a The Wh ae enna can with a good con{cience take upon him kingly digni- vepreffing: fince they prepare the heart for converfion, There isa faith in the true 
i ty, fhould have obferved, that as an evil king is reckoned as a plague to a people, fo convert, of no better perfection then that in the Temporary, though he ftay not 
¢ a good king is to be held a fpeciall bleffing to them. : there, as the other ( being an unwife fot ) doth, &c. And afthough we bring forth 
7 Period Tle inipiaiy of Ephraim is bound #p, | fc. in a bundle, or fardle, or good things ( faith Another ) as Serah’s dead womb brought forth a child; it was 

agot, asthe French hath it. And like as all fardles are opened on a Fair-day, fo nota child of natures, but of the meer promife, yet it cannot be denied, tliat a na 
i fhall Ephrainss iniquities be broughtro light, and punithed at the laft daş : Asthe turall man (though he be Theologically dead, yet he ) is Erhically alive, being to be 
; ' houfholder bindeth up the tares in bundles at harveft and burneth them :. fo thall wrought upon by arguments;and that grace doth for che moft part prepare naturals. 
n T be in the end of the world. The Son of man fhall fend forth his Angels, and before it bring in fupernaturals : and if we hide our taleng, we are not allowed to ex- 
they fhall gather out of his kingdom all {candals, and them which do iniquity : and ` pect the fpirit of Regeneration; As if we die in the wildernefle of preparatory 
fhail l. 7 ep “p30 ~*~“ antecedaneots i 


174 


Calvin. 
Tigurin. 
Iftd. Clar, 
Danaus, 
Druftus, 


Ephdem. 


Sphinx. Phil. 
P4E.750. 


Pfal.89.34. 


Verfe 14, 1 Will ranfom them from the power of the crave, &c. |] Some it- 
thus, Z wonld have ranfomed sea A I Day have pelted wa, &c. ms 
been wife, or oughts, ( aswe fay ) had noct their incurable hardneffe and obftinac 
hindered ; had they put forth into my hands, as unto a midwife, &c. But ( aka 
itis no fuch matter: therefore that that will die, lec it die. : 

repentance fhall be hid from mine eyes. | Iam unchangeably refolved toruine 
them: Or, repentance fhould have been hid from mine eyes, my goodnefle toward 
them fhould never have altered, &c. But letus rather look upon the words as a 
moft {weet and comfortable promife of a mighty redemption, and glorious refurre- 
ction to the Remnant, according to the election of grace, whom God would not 
have to want comfort, / Will ranfom them. Here therefore he celleth his Heirs of 
the promifes, that he will bring them back out of captivity whercin they fay for ° 
dead, as it were: and that this their deliverance fhould be an evident argument 
and fure pledge of their refurrection to life eternall. To which purpofe the Apo- 
ftle doth aptly and properly alledge it, 1 Cor. 15. and thereupon rings in Deaths 
ears (out.of this Text, and E/ay 25.8. ) the fhrilleft, and tharpeft Note, the boldeft 
and braveft challenge, that ever was heard from the mouth of a mortall. Death 
where ts thy fting ? Hell wheres thy vittory, Ge ? Oh thanks be 10 God, who bath given 
ss victory throagh our Lord Fefus Chrift, and thereby hach made us more thew con- 
querours, that is, Z rinmphers, 2 Cor. 2.14. Buttoreturn tothe Text. Be it. faith 
the Prophet, that the Common-wealth of Ifrael, both mother and child mutt pe- 
rifh for want of wifdom, as was threatned in the foregoing verfe : yet let not the 
penitent among them defpair: for 1 the Lord Chrift, will ranfom them, by laying 
downa valuable price (fo the word fignifieth ) frons the power, ] Heb. hand : of 
the grave, or of hell, that though hell had laid hands on them, yea clofed her mouth 
upon them, as once the Whale ‘had upon Jonas, yet 1 would open the doors of that 
Leviathan, and fetch them thérice with a ftrong hand. 

I will redeem them from death, | by becoming their near kinfman according to 
the fiefh, whereby I fhall have the next right of redemption. But how fhall all 
this done ? ae a wonderfull manner. 

O death I will be thy plagues, '] Not one, but sany plagues, even fo many. 
fhal! certginly do thee to death. The Vulgar eadra a Ero mors tua Cues 
morfus tuus, O inferne. The Apoftle for plagaes hath fling: for the plague hath 
a deadly fting, and fo hath finne much more; the guile chereof is by Solomon faid 
to bite like a ferpent, and fling like a cockatrice, Prov, 23.32. Now Chrift by dy- 
ing put finne to death, Rom. 1.25. Ephef. 1. 7. Heb.2.14. We read of a certain 
Cappadocean, whom when a Viper had bitten, and fuckt his blood. the Viper her 
felf died, by the venemous blood that fhe had-fuckt. But Chrift (being life effential ) 
prevailed over death: and fwallewed it up in vittory, as Mofes his ferpenc fwal- 
lowed up the forcerers ferpents, or as Fire fwalloweth up the fuell that is caft upon 
it: yea by death, he deftroyed him thathad the power of death, the devil. whofe 
practife it was to kill men With death, Rev. 2.23, this is the fecond death. 

O grave ( or, O hell ) 1 will be thy deftruétion, | thy deadly ftinging difeafe, joy- 
ned with the peftilence, P/al. 91.6. Death toa beleever is neither rera//. nor per 
petuall, Rom, 8.10,11. Chrift hath made it tohim, of acurfea blefting, of an 
enemy a friend, of a punifhment an emolument, of the gate of hell the portallof 
heaven, a poftern to let out temporal, but a ftreet-door to let in eternal] life: And 
toaffure allthis; Repentance foall be hid from mine eyes, | i. e. there fhall beno 
fuch thing as repentance in me, for all things that are at all are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do, Heb, 4. 13. The meaning is, | will 
never change my minde for this matter, my covenant will I not break nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips. Confer P/a/, 110.4. Rom. 11. 29. Some renderit 
(but not fo well ) Confolation tz bid from mine eyes, and fo make them to be the 
words of the Church, q. d. I fee not this promife with mine eyes, but { receive it, 
and accept of it by my faith. f 

Verft 15. Though he be fruitfull among his brethren, | Inallufion to his name 
Ephraim, which fignifieth fraitfull and fiourifhing, Gen. 41.52. Confer Gea. 48. 
16, 19, 20, &c. & 49.32. Seerhe like allufions, 4m. 5. §. Mic. 1.10. 

Aa 
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An Eafi-winde foallcomc, which is violent and hurtfull to the fruits of the earth: 
the wirde of the Lord,} a mighty ftrong winde: meaning that moft meréi- 
loffe and impetuous enemy the djfyrien, fent by the Lord to’ avenge che quarrel 
of his Covenant. . i 
ail come np from the wilderneffe, | where the winds blow moft fiercely, becaufe 
they meet with no refiftance. Sa ee ; 
and his {pring Jall become dry, &c. This is a defcription of extreme defolation, 
and it isexplained and amplified in the next words. 
he Joall jpsil the treafure of all pleafant veffels."| He, thatis, the Affyrian, not 
Chrift (as Hierom, Mercer and Ribera wil have it who fhall take away: from Death 
and Hell all matter of glorying. Nor the fire of the laft day, as Lyra. No, nor 
Ephraim, as Parens, and Tarnentus carry it: asif it were a promife of their con- 
queft in Chrift over all their enemies, corporal], and fpirituall, dividing che fpoil 
ot che converted Gentiles, who fhall come in to them with all their defireablé 
things, as fome read that Text, Hag. 2.7. Confer Am. 9. 11,12. Obad. 18. 
Zech, 14.14,16, 20, 21¢ That this whole verfe containeth a promifeof Ephratm's 
reduction to the Church of God, 1 could eafily yceld ; reading it efpecially, as 
many good Interpretersdo. For he fall frutifie among his brethren, after that an 
Eaft-wind coming, a wind of Jekovah coming up from the defert, his {pring feall be- 
come dry, and bis fountain foull dry np: tke fame foall fpoil the treafure of all plea- 
fant vef[els. This is a fimilitude (fay they ) from a piece of ground all dried up 
and parched, that nothing is able to grow: notably exprefling the miferable and @ 
diftreffed eftate of this people ; that as an eafterly, wind, and a tempeftuous torm, 
hath dried them quite , and {poiled all their delighttull treafures, made them the 
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vileft, and moft contemptible of theearth. ( Marcellinus tells of an Emperont, Am, Maree 
that meeting with fome of this Nation, and annoyed ‘with the fight and ftench of iib, 2, : 


them, cryed out, ô Marcommari, ô Quadi, ê Sarmatae, e. O Marcoman’s, Quades, 
and Sarmatians, I have found at length a more loathfome and fordid people then 


you.) Allwhich notwithftanding, Ephraim (hall flourifh.again, and hold up ther 


heads among their brethren, fe. by the merit and fpirit of Him who ranfometh 
them from the power of the grave, from thedint of death. This fence of the 
words, is confirmed by that which followesin the next Chapter verf. § 6,7. ` 

Verfe 16. Samaria fhall become defolate, | Here many begin the fourteenth 
Chapter, but not fo well: for this vezfe evidently coliereth with the former, and 


fheweth that Ephraim fhall not onely be plundered, but butchered by the 4fjrian rea peragetur. f 


by their own default. Samaria foall become defolute, or be fonxd guilty (as the 
Chaldee hath it, and the words may bear.) How can fhe be otherwife, when as 
foe hath rebelled againft ber God, | {he hath imbittered him, or bitterly provo- 
ked him to wrath, ( as chap. 12.15. See the Note there ) who therefore fent in 


the Affyrian to defolate her : that bitter and-hafty Nation to march thorow the gay1.6, 


breadth of the land, to poffeffe the dwelling places that were.not theirs. This was 
a bitter affli@ion, but behold aworfe: © = ' vs So, 

they fhall fall by the fword, | they fhall lofe not their land onely, and the trea- 
fures of all their pleafant veffels, as verfe 15. but their deareft lives, ‘whieh to fave 
aman will gladly part with all chat hehath, Jsb 2. 4. or fubmit to any fervile em- 
ployment, asthe Gibeonites in Iofbuah’s dayes did; who were willing to take hard 
on as flaves and underlings, rather then to be cut off with the reft of the Ca- 
naanites. 

their infants fhall be dajbed in pieces, | Sept. TÈ xavrirbie dvréy, their fucklings, 
that are ordinarily {pared for their innocencie, ignofcency, &c. See chap. 10. 14. 
with the Note: and confider that infants are not fo innocent ( though. they have 
yet done neither good nor evil ) but that God may juftly- inflict upon them all 
torments here, and torturesin hell, for the guilt of originall finne that cleaveth to 
their natures. Howbeit this excufeth not the barbarous cruelty of his executioners, 
who fhall be furely and fuitably punifhed, Pfa/. 137. 8. ` a 

and their women With childe foall be ript up. | OF this kinde of favage inhuma- 
nity, fee Am, 1.13. 2 King. 8.11. & 15. 16. where you fhall findė that the ty- 
rant Menahem riptthe infants of Tiphfah out of their mothers bellies, becaufe their 


fathers opened not the gates unto him.- The like- cruelty was exercifed in the 
y Sicilian 
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whofe malice Ephraim is yet fruitful, the Church flourifheth. 
Sanguine fundata eft Ecclefia, Sanguine crefcit. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Ferfe x. Ifrael, return unto the Lord, | Ufque ad Dominum, as far as to the 
“ Lord: give not the half but the whole turn ; and take it for a mer 
ı that you are yet called upon to retura, and may be received; that yet thereis 

hope in Ifrael concerning this thing. Allithe former part of the Prophefie had’ 

been ( moft-what ) Commrnatory: this laft Chapter is wholly Coxfolatory: the Sun, 
Ext. 10.2. of righteoufneffe loves not to fet in a cloud. ; 

vetura unto the Lord thy God ; ] Heis yet thy God: no fuch argument for our 

turning to God as his turning tous, Zach. 1. 3. Seethe Note there. Tanthm ve. 

bis & Dens tibi praoecurret. 1f ye be willing and obedient, ye thall eat, &c. The 

Fathers plenty brought home the Prodigal: he had bur a purpofe to return, and 

his father met him, E/ay 65.24. See Feel 2.12,13. Efa} 55.67. Jer. 31. 18. 

Hof. 3. 5. Atts 2.38. Thisis the ufe we fhould make of mercy. Say not, He ismy 
God, therefore I may prefume upon him: but, He is mine, therefore I mutt return 
N unto him: Argue from mercy to duty, and notto liberty, for that’s the Devils 

Logick, which the Apoftle holds unreafonable, yea to a good heart impoffible, 

Rom. 6. 1,2. His mercy is bounded with his truth, wich which it theretore goes 


prefumptuous. | 
for than haft fallen by thine iniquity. ] i.e. Confumption is decreed, yet a rem- 
nant referved, Efay 10. 22,23. Thou haft fallen into great calamity, and that 
by thine iniquity, which putsa fting into thy mifery. This itis fic thou thouldt 
be fenfible of : for convidtion isthe firft ftep to converfion. But if thou art fallen, 
wilt thou there lie and not rife again by repentance, and return to him that {miteth 
thee? wilt chou not fubmit to his juftice, and implore his mercy? Here then is an- 
other motive to converfion ; asindeed this verfe abounds with argumentsto that 
purpofe, as Pareus well obfervech.: Firft, thou art Z/rael, a Prince of God, who 
Í hath greatly graced thee above all people : Return to him therefore. 2 Thon haft run 
away from him by thine ixignity : and turned upon him the back, and not the face: 
Return therefore. 3 Heis Iehovah, the Authour of thy being, and well-being. 
4 He isGod, co whom thou mutt either turn, or burn forever: ant panitendam, 
aut pereundum : hecan fetch in his rebels. 5 He is thy God in covenant with thee, 
and will accept of pence for pounds, defires for. deeds, fincerity for perfection, 


ei tas 3 


a eee 


eten ee ee ee ree 


ain, as 4m. 8.14. if thou fto not, ftep not back by repentance, and ftir up thy 
felf to take hold of God. ? RPE E e ea 

Verfe 2. Take with Jon words, and turn to the Lard, ) Confeffe your fins, beg 
pardon, and promife amendment. Sue to God to give you thofe words that hebids 
you Take: go to himin his own words, put his promifes in fuit : crave the help of 
his holy Spirit, without which what can we do, Rom.8.26. Say to God as fob 37.19. 
Teach us what we fhall Say unto thee: for we cannot order our words, by reafen of 
darkneffe. David promifeth not onely to pray, but to msarfhall up bis prayers, to 
‘put them in good array, fo the word fignifieth, P/al. 5.3. Ix the morning will I 
direct my prayer, order itin the beft-manner : his words fhould be, sec leita, neer 
neglecta, neither curious, nor careleffe, but fuch as are humble, carneft, and direct 
to the point, avoiding vain babblings. Here's a form prefcribed in the Text (forms, 
of prayer therefore are not fo unlawful, as fome conceive them ) words put into 
their mouthes ( as the phrafe is 2 Sam.14.3.) that they might not miffe. Men muft 
as well look to their words, as to their feet, when they come before Gad : and fee 
that their affections in prayer benot without anfwerable expreflions. Take with you 
fuch words, as may teftifie that ye turn heartily to she Lord, apd not from the = 
outward, 


Cuar., 


oye : “by thofe Romih Edomnee Co f 
Sicilian Vefpers, and Parifian Maffacre, by thofe Romith Edomites: maugre. _ 


commonly coupled in Scripture. Itis afanctuary fop the penitent; but not for the 


i 6 Thou haft fallen by thine iniquity: and yet wilt fall further, and never rifeas , 


` not, if he could. ‘The two great finnes of this people .were. Cr cature-confidence, 
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outward, as they in the P/almiff,. Pfal. 78. 36, 37- Turn before ye begin to pray: 
for God heareth not finners ; fich their incenfe fmels of the hand that offereth ic, 
Efay 1, g 3 i 

ee snto him, ‘| Mentally and vocally : with fpirit and fpecch. True.itis, that 

prayer is not the labour of the fips, but the. cravell of the heart : and Ged harh 
promifed ro anfwer his people before they call, Efay 65.-24, By calling upon his 
Name, we neither inform him of what he knoweth not; nor move him to fhew us 
more mercy then he intendeth. But. yet prayers are neceffary, as means. which God 
will have ufed, that we may receive what he of free mercy giveth. Befides, it pre. 
pareth us holily to enjoy the things received; and makes us ready, either to waif, 
for them, orto wantthem: and tobe content that he.may be glorified, though we 
be not gratified. And although God knoweth our thoughts, and underftands thie 
mind of the fpirit, as being the fearcher of hearts, Rom. 8.27. yet he calls for the 
calves of our lips, the fervice of our tongues, jam. 3.9. guiding them now and 
then in a wonderfull manner, farre beyond all naturall apprehenfion: and ftrangely 
enabling his praying fervants, who do alfo finde no {mall benefit by rhis practife of 
pouring out their hearts before him, both for the preventing of diftractions, and 
kindling affections, and difcerning their profiting in holy defires: forthe more wor- ` 
thy effect followeth, where more fervent affection went before. , Sobek ie 
Take away ail iniquity, } Few words, but full of matter: O qram melta, GUAM Gie, de Bimi 


` pancis! What a fhort, bur pithy prayer is this! Such was chat of the Publican, epiftola. 


Luke 18.13, that of our Saviour in his agony, when yet heis faid to pray mare 
fervently: that alfo which he taught us to pray; Adar. 6. 7,8, &c. fet in flat oppo- 
fition to Paganifh battelegies. This in the Textis not much unlike that perfect pat- 
tern: for here they are taught to beg, Ue anferantnr (na maleficia, conferantur Dei 


ftand under, Rene ae tine crime and curfe, power and punifhr Ar: SLF 
that there be no after reckonings : crofte out the black Jines of ouriinnes, with the ; 

; red ines aF thy San Moed, har Lamb oF Gog, i àt taketh’ e finnes of the Joh.1.29.. 
world by his Aderse and Spirst, by his Value and Vert: t; ) ary that Heb. 9.28. 


So Will we render the calves of our lips, | Thy benefits fhall not be caft away upon 
unthankfull perfons: but we will as ynto.thee a facrifice chat will pleafe thee 
better then dn oxe or bullack, that hath horns and hoofs, P/al. 69. 31. This cannot 
be done but by a found Convers: for the Lepers lips muft be covered according’ tọ 
the Law: and the facrifice of the wicked is abomination tothe Lord. To the wic- 
ked God faith, What haft thou to do to take my Name-nto:thy mouth, &c. hee 
liketh not a good mation from an jll mouth, asthat State in the Story: The lipof - 
excellency becommeth not a fool, ( Prev. 17.7. ) no more then lying doth a worthy 
man, that is renowned for his wifdom. It well becommeth the Saints to be thank- 

ı full, to cover Gods Altar with the calves of their lips. This expreffion implieth 
(faith One ) That Gods people fhould not offer their thankfulneffe to God of that 
which coft them nothing ; but bring, 1. A calf, do fomething to further Gods 
worfhip, or relieve the neceffities of others. 2. It muft be a dead calf, that is, 
it muft proceed from humble and mortified miùdes. 3. A facrificed calf: where is 
required, 1 An Altar, our praifes muft be tendred in. the mediation ‘of Chrift. 

2 Fire, for the bare throwing out of words, though in the name of Chrift, will 
not ferve without feeling, ardency, and. zeal. 3 We muft lay our hands 98 the 
head of the calf; that is, in all humility, confeffe our unwarthineffe of the:bleflings 
we give thanks for, as being leffe then the leaft, Gen. 32. 1a. ee a 
Verfe 3. Alour foall not fave us, ,&c. | g.d. He cannoc if he would : be ‘fig 


ifts from his Father, and then poureth them forth upon his Church, 4é.2, 23. D,Reyn in bec. . 
. E: ? È 1 5 g p i + f 
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maane amma eaea 


and Idolatry: both thefe they do here abrenornce and abandon. The beft re- 


pentance, faith Lørher, is a reformed life. ‘is true fay they, we have gone to tlie 
Affyrian, ( wherein we have dealt as the filly bird flying to the fnare, or as fifhes 
which to avoyd the- powle wherewith che water is troubled, fwim into the net.) We 
have taken our horfes inftead of our prayers, and gone about to finde ont good. We 
have been fo foolifh, as to think that dumb idols, that cannot help themfelves 
fhould help us. But now we are otherwife refolved, experientia edotti c peniter. 


tid dutti: we finde at length ( that which we fhould have beleeyed fooner, without ’ 


irying conclufions ) that men of high degree are buta lie, that horfes are but a ya- 
nity, that an Idol is nothing, and can giveriothing. That power belongeth unto 
thee, none elfe can do it: that mercy belongeth unto thee, none elfe will doit: 
therefore fince in thée onely, the fatherleffe, that is, the friendleffe and thiftleffe 
finde mercy, O be thou pleafed to do us good. : 
For in thee the fatherleffe findeth mercy.) The poor pupil, the forlorne orphan 
that’s left to the wide world, and in himfelf, cries out, Lord, / am hell, brt thas 
PEA art heaven, &c. Iam an abject, oh make me an objet of thy pity, Per. 39.17. 
Seid Becaufe they call thee an-ontcaft, faying, This is Zion, whom iat hae. 
cordiâ, Ruper- therefore I will reftore health unto thee, &c. The proud Affyrian, and other enemics, 
ti Imp.fjmb. would be apt to infult over Ifrael: as afterwards Cicero did: ‘The Jewifh Nation 
faith he, thew how God regards them, that have been fo oft overcome by Pompe y, 
Craffus, &c. But let Gods people be but fatherleffe enough, ter them withdraw 
their confidence from men and means, and caftit wholly upon God, making him 
their Tutour and Protectour, and they fhall be both preferved, and provided for. 
‘Deo confifi nunquam confafi. 1 will not leave you orphans, faith Chrift, Fob. 16. 
‘Hence the Church refteth on God, in che fail of other comforts, Pfal. 10.15,17,18. 
Pfal. 27.10. Hab. 3.17. Pfal. 102.13. The prayer of the deftitate he regards, 
Fhe Hebrew word fignifies a poor worthleffe fhrub in the wilderaeffe, trod upon 
by beafts, unregarded. =" ` Es 
Verfe 4. I will heal their back-flidings, || Relapfes, we know, are dangerous: and 
© Apoftafie little leffe then incurable, 2 Per. 2.20, 21. Heb.6.6. Biftiop Latimer, 
in 4 fermon afore King Edw. 6. tells of one notorious back-flider that repented : 
but beware of this finne, faithhe, for J have known no more but one that did fo. 
‘To fall forward is nothing fo dangerous, as to fall backward wich old E/:, Hence 
Panl fo thundreth againft the Ga/athians; and Peter againft apoftatizing Libertines, 
Omnipotent = 2 Epift. 2.22. Butif Pehovab the Phyftian, (ashe iscalled, Exod.15.26. ) under- 
medico nullas take the cure, and fay, J will beal their back: flidings, what can hinder? Chriftin 
infanabilis the Gofpel, cured the moft defperate difeafes: fuch as all che Phyfictans in the coun- 
occurrit morbus trey might have caft their caps at, Matt. 4.23, 24. and 8.16. He refufed none that 
Hfdor, came tohim, Matt. 12. 15. no not his enemies, as Malckus. Will he then rejet 
his Ephraim, a child, bemoaning himfelf, though nota plea/ant childe, a towardly 
fonne, fer. 31.18, 20. a back-flider indeed , but fuch an’ one , as crigth now, that 
God bindeth him, feb 36.13. No fooner doth God cry, Return ‘ye back-fliding 
children, and 1 will heal your back-flidings, I will love you freely : “but Ephraim, 
melted with fuch a love, replieth, Behold we come unto thee, for thon art the Lord 
our God, Ier.3.22. O moft happy compliance! See the like, Zach. 13.9. with 
the Note there. They hak return even tothe Lord ( from whom they had deeply 
revolted ) and he fall be intreated of them, and foall heal them, Efay 19.22. They 
had beg’d of him to take away all iniquity, vere 2. And He here (in anfwer ) 
promifeth to heal their back-flidings, that compound of all iniquities, that falling- 
fickneffe, that oft hales hellat the heels of it, Heb. 10. 38. 
I will love.them freely: ] Ephraim might remember, and Satan would be fure 
to fuggeft, that the Prophet had faid before, Ephraim is [mitten, or wounded, My 
God wiil caft them away, or hate them. Mine anger is kindled againft them, Chap.8.5. 
and 9. 16,17. Here therefore, upon their repentance, all this ts gracioufly taken off 
„in one breath, and Satan filenced. Be it that they are ‘back-fliden , and fore woun- 
ded by their fall; I will heal cheir Sack-flidings, and make their broken bones to 
rejoyce. Be it that there is nothing at all in them that is laudable, or tove-worthy, 


yet i wil love them freely, ex mero motu,of mine own free, abfolute, and isde- 


pendent grace, and favour, out of pure and tneicited'love; withoutany the leift 
j refpect 


aa ae 
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refpect to their merit, which is nothing better then hell. Be it that they have 
bitterly provoked me to anger, and (as angry people ufe todo ) I have both threa~ 
rened them, and punifhed them: yet now mine anger i turned away from them. | 
}am fully reconciled unto them in Chrift, will clear up my countenance toward 
them, and remove mine heavy judgements from them. Gods favour is noempty 
favour. It isnot like the Winter-Sun, that cafts a goodly countenance when it 
fhineth, but gives little heat or comfort. If he lovea man freely, and out of the ; 
good-pleafure of his will, cum fpontazeitate (ashe doth all His, Ephef. 2.8. ma- tv tudbxia, 
king them accepted in the Beloved, Ephe/-1.6.) fucha man may promife himfelf . 
all che bleflings of this and a better life. Excellent is thatof Bernard; He chat Qui mifit vni- 
fent his Son for thee, poured his Spirit into thee, promifed to clear up his counte- &”™##™1mmi- 
nance upon thee, guid tandems tibi negaturus eff ? What can he deny thee? He that ie a 
inviteth thee to feed upon the fatted-calf, will not onely take away -all iniquity, yc. Bern. de 
but give good. That was the fecond Petition they preferred, and they have itan- Temp. 
{wered in the next verfe, ad cardinem defiderij God not onely grants their prayer, A¥é: cafe, 
but fulfills their connfell. Par oa 

Verfe 5. 1 will be asthe dew unto Ifrael, ] 1 will give good in abundance: and ` 
and this is {wectly fet forth in a feven-fold Metaphor, all anfwering to the name 
of Ephraim, (which fignifieth fraitf#//) and to the ancient promifes made unto 
him: and all again oppofite to the many contrary curfes, threatned in the former 
parts of the Prophefie, under Metaphors of a contrary importance, as Parems and . 
Gout of him ) Turnonins have well obferved. As Firft; of folid and fruit-caufing 
dew,in oppofition to that vanifhing and barren dew,chap.6.4. and 13.3. Secondly, 
of the flourifhing lilly, contrary to chofe nettles, thorns, and thiftles, chap. 9. 16. 
and 10.8. Thirdly, of the well-rooted and durable trees of Libanus, contrary to 
dry-roots, chaps 9.16. Fourghlv, of fpreading and growing branches, inftead of 
branches confumed, chap. 11.6. and 9.16. and ro. 8. Fiftly, of trees yeelding 
pleafant fhade and repofe, contrary to chap. 9. 35 6, Sixtly, of corn to fatisfie hun- 
ger, contrary tochap. 8. 7. Laftly, of a Vine bringing forth excellent wine, con- Adon, 
trary to chap. 9.16. and 10-1. And all thefe fruits, the fruits of Lebanon, a moft Brecard. 
fertile mountain, the valleys whereof were moft rich grounds for pafture, corn, Hierom, 
and vineyards. oN 

as the dew unto Ifrael, he fhalt blofom as the lilly, | Quot yerba tot [umina imo 
flumina orationis. This Prophet aboundech with fimilitudes, as is before noted, 
( See chap. 12.10. with the Note there.) He beginneth:here with a Simile drawn 
from the dew of heaven; a mercy very-much fer by, in thofe hotter countreys ef- 
pecially, where from May to October they had no rain. The Chaldee Paraphrafe, 
and Hebrew Doctours, underftand this Text concerning Chrift, and his benefits. 
Truely, He is good to Ifrael, to the pure in heart. Peace and mercy, fanctity and ee 
fafety, all fpirituall benedictions in heavenly things in Chrift, fhall be upon the Ifrael Ephef. 1.3. 
of God. What the dew isto the herbs, fields, fruits, that is Chrift to his Ifrael. 


` 1. The dew comes when the air is clear : fo doth Chrift by his blefling, „when the Ariffor.lib.1. 


light of his countenance is liftupuponus. 2. As the dew refrefheth, and cherifh- meteor.cap.ro. 
eth the dry and fady fields, ( hence it is called the dew of herbs, E/zy 26. 19. whfich Tin A 
thereby recover life and beauty ) fo doth Chrift our hearts, fcorcht with the fenfe cap.29. ES 
of finne, and fear of wrath. . 3. Asthe dew allayeth great heats, and moifteneth, 
and mollifieth the earth, that it may fructifie: fo Chrift cooleth the Devils fiery 
darts, and filleth his people with the fruits of righteoufneffe. He is unto them as a 
cloud of dew in the heat of harveft, Efzy 18.4 and maketh their fouls as fo many 
watered gardens, Jer. 31.12.{ 4. As the dew falls in a narrow compaffe, without 
noife, and is felt onely by thofe (inthe force of it ) on whom it defcends: fo the 
grace of Chrift watereth his faithfull onely ; fecrerly and fweetly infinuating into 
their hearts: the ftranger medleth not with their comforts. See fob. 14.17, The 
cock on the dunghill knows them not. - 

he [ball grow as the lilly. | which hath its name in the Hebrew, from its fx leaves; 
and ferves here, and elfewhere to fet forth the great comelineffe, fweet odour and ; 
true humility of the Church: for tie lilly groweth in vallies ( as Theophylad upon Cant.2.1. . 
this Text noteth ) fweet itis but not-preat, and the more it bloffometh, the more ic *Xét 7% tv- 


: : ~ odiar ubye- 
Shooteth upwards: to teach us heavenly-mindednefle. It is alfo ofa perfe& white- sq cree 
. nefe, 


18a eAn Expofition on 


i neffe, to mind us of innocency. Her Nazarites were purer then { 
- Biba. cap.s. milk, Lam. 4. 7. Laftly, Lilio nihil eft fæcundins, Bith Pliny nothin is 
fruitful then the lillie, Ez lachryma fud feritur, faith the fame Authgut itis hoe 
1 in its own tears. Weeping Chriftians prow amain, &c. ° own 
and caft forth his roots as Lebanon. J i, e. As the Cedars of Lebanon, as tl 
Chaldee Paraphraft interpreteth it: or as the frankincenfe-tree, which taketh vers 
deep rooting, fo Cyril fenceth it. The lilly ( with its fix white leaves and fey ; 
golden-coloured grains within it ) foon fadeth, and lofeth both beauty and feer 
Rom6.10,  neffe: but fo doth not Chrift and his People. He can as well die at theri hth nd 
. of his Father, as in the hearts of his Ele&, where he dwels by faith : ‘whereb . 
Ephefz.16, they are rooted and grennded in love, frrengthened with might by bis Spirit nah 
17. inner man, fo that the gates of hell cannot prevail againft them. “lmmota manet is 
the Churches Motto; Nec flutta, nce fiata movetur, which is the Venetian Motto 
They that cruft in the Lord fhall.be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed. bug 
abidech for ever, Pyal. 135. Winds and ftorms move neither Libanus, nor th 
well-rooted Cedars thereof: which the more they are affaulced, the better they 
,arerooted So fareth it with the Saints. Plato compareth man to a tree inverted 
The Scripture oft compareth a good mantoa tree planted by the rivers of waters, 
that taketh root downward, and beareth fruit upward, 2 King. 19. 30. , 


whiter then 


Virg, Eneid, 


lib ----gue quantum vertice ad auras, 


cEthereas, tantum radice ad tartara tendit. 


Let us caft forth our roots ‘as Lebanon : {tand faft rooted in the truth. bei 
: f a, being fted- 
faítand unmoveable, alwayes abounding in the work of the Lord, and wah fal 


purpofe of heart cleaving tlofe untohim, 1 Cor. 15. ælt. being ettablifhed by his ' 


grace, Col. 1.11. Heb, 22. 28. and 13. 9. In the Civil Law, tilla tree h K 
iroot, it doth not belong to the foil whereon itis planted. Te is not cnough tote 
fo lane «except jike she Cedars of Lebanon, we caft forth our roots, and are 
p at we flourifh i ; ‘i itin om 
a, se el gaan n the Courts of our God, and bring forth fruit in our 
erfe 6, His branches foall fpread, ] Heb. hall walk. or iate ; 
reach out, and ftretch themfelves A abroad : fo fhall the Charen be propane a 
the earth over: She fhall flourifh as the Palm-tree, which though ithave mani 
weights hung on the topy and many fnakes hifling at the root yet it fill faith 
1 Nec premor, nec perimor, I am infuperable: } am likea preen "Olive-tree in the 
houfe of God: Itruft in the mercy of God for ever, and ever, P/ad. 52.8 ° 
_and his beauty fhall be asthe Olive-tree, ] that goodly tree, Lev, 23 ; 0 that re 
taineth her greenneffe in the depth of Winter : yea in that Univerfall delege Noahs 
Dove met with an olive-leaf. Thè Lord hath called thy name ( faith che Prophet to 
the Church, Per.r 1.16. ) A green olive-tree, fair and of goodly fruit. The Cy refe 
is fair, but not fruitfull ; the fig-tree fruitfull, but not fair and flourifhin Bat the ` 
olive-cree is both fair and fruitfall : her fruit alfo is of fingular ufe to mankind both 
fot food, and phyfick, and light for che lamp, Exod. 29. 20. Lev. 6.1 5,16. Inone 


refpect it isan emblem of peace, it maketh th i i 
sar ace, e face fhine, Pfal. 104. 15. and in 
the other, it is an emblem of grace and fpiritual gifts, 1 1ob. 2. 20. Of incteafing 


nore increafe of God, by the Spirit, and of reigning with him in eternal 

f i Hi feli as Lebanon. ] Whereby is meant, the fweet favour of the Gofpel, 

Pewee ath it felf abroad in the miniftery of the Word, and in the lives of 

peers 2 Cora. + 15. who befides their continual! offering up to God fpiri- 

fame the very air ries in prayers, thankfgivings, alms, and good-works, they pet- 

Eshef. 4. 29. ea the von tupon by their gracious and favoury communication, 

fweet {pices ye d y company they come into: as a man cannot come where 

thereof in| ee are beaten tothe fmell, but he thall carry away the {cent 

Nihil nif fox ig 0 od s his coarhes, M hen the fi pirit of Chrift Bowes Upon them, and grace 
i da tee. >, 1ps dro ee ; muy 

fain fe. and 4.16. then alio their good name is better then 4 reang my rrhe, Canes 3 . 

ite Rives. ( See the Note there ) when the wicked ftink alive and dead intment, Ecclef. 7-1. 


aly om 
Fere 7 
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Verfe7. They that dwell under his foadow foall return, Or, fhall fit fill, fhall 
beat reft. The Chaldee hath it, They fhadl dwellin the faadow of his Chrift.. See 
alike promife of refocillation and protection, Efay 4.6. Ef. 25.4. Pfal. 35.8. 
The refuge and refrefhment of the Church is whole from Chrift : under the,fhadow 
of whofe divine grace fhe refteth in her members, fhaded and fheltred under the 
hollow of his hand, when the blaft of the terrible onesis as a ftorm againft the wall, 
Efay 25. 4. when indignation is kindled ( Efay 26. 20. ) and when the Lord com- 
eth out of his place to punifh the inhabitants of the land for their iniquity: then 
fhalltrue converts have a chamber of reft, a Pella provided them : or, at leaft be 
ableto fing Davids Requiens, Return to thy reft, O my foul, hover and cover under 
Gods wing, run to his Name asa tower, and be fafe. Why art thou caft down, 
truft in God, truft inan angry God, ina killing God, as 7ob, beleeve him upon his 
bare word; and that againft fenfe, in things invifible ; and againft reafon, in ‘things 
incredible. Thisis Faiths triumph, and thisis the Saints fafety. 

They fiall revive as the corn, and grow asthe vine, | The Seventy and Latine 
render it, They fhall live with corn; that is, they fhall have great plenty of all 
things neceffary, as P/al. 87. and 142.14. But the other reading is better; . They 
fhail revive as the corn, which fuffering much from froft, hail, fnow, tempeft, lieth’ 
for dead, as it were, in Winter ; bur at the return of the Sun in Springtide revivech, 
and yeeldeth a great increafe. Jn like fort, the Vine when pruned and lopped fpreads 
again, and isthe more fruitfull:: So thofe that are vis vire inferti, fet into the 
true Vine, though lopped and harrowed with fore. and fharp afflictions, yet can 
truly and triumphantly fay, 4s dying, and behold we live, as chaftened, and not 
killed, &c. Their bodies alfo by death are not fo much rotted as refined, and fhall 
be conformed to Chrifts moft glorious body the ftandard, Phil. 3. alt. .. ` 

and the fent thereof as the Wine of Lebanon. | which was noted for the beft, as 
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Prov.18.10, 


Joh.12.24. 
I Cor.z5. 


2 Cor.4. 


Kimchi proves, and Athenaeus confirmeth. : Among the Jews at this day, the wo- , 


men when they fpeak of their dead husbands, fay, His cent, er bis memoriak ñ as 
the wine of Lebanon. , . 

Verfe 8. Ephraim foall fay, What have X todo, œc. Heb. Epbraim, what bave 
I todo, œc. This fome make to be the fpeech of God to Ephraim : as if Epbrains 
here were the Vocative cafe, and God were brought in abhorring the motion of par- 
ting ftakes with idols, of fharing his glory.with another. But becaufe this, God 
never did, ( for what communion hath light with darksefe, Chrift with Belial ?) 
and becaufe. the .Chaldee Paraphraft, and from him the beft Interpreters fupply 
[ Ball fay] I take this latter tobe the better cranflation. Here then God promi- 
feth, firft, what Epkraim fhall do, or rather, what he by his grace will caufe him to 
do: he fhallurterly abominate and abandon his idols, whereunco his heart hati 
been joyned, or glewed, chap.:4.17. Secondly, what he. will thereupon do for 
Ephraim: what fpeciall favour he will (hew-him, and whata gracious compenfation 
he will make him, J kave heard him, and obferved him, &c:' Ephraim now grown 
penitent, fhall fay, ( See the like e/lipfis fupplied, Efay 5-9. ) with utmof indigna- 
tion.and-averfation, with greateft-heat of angeryand height of hatred, fhall he urter 
it. See the like, 2 Sam. 16.10...2 King. 3.13, Matth.8. 29. oe 

What have I to do any more with idols ? | Or forrows, or buggs, thole Balsams- 
blocks, thofe mawmets, and monuments. of-idolatry , thofe images of jealoufie, 
that provoke to jealoufie, Ezek.8. 3. thofe:dunghill-deities. that can produce no 
good, hear no prayers, work no deliverance, bring nothing but evil and anguifh to 
us. . What then fhould we rather do, then pollute thofe images thar we had perfu- 
med, caft them away with deteftation, as a menftruous. clout, and fay unto chem, 
Ger ye hence, Efay 30, 22 2? -Then will God foon fay, I have heard him thus be- 
moaning and befooling himfelf...God hath a quick ear in fuch a cafe; He hath al- 
fo an eye open to the fupplications of. his fervants, in all that they call upon him for, 
as Solomon celleth us, 1 King. 8.52.00 o uy aa. 7 : 

- L have obferved him.) Or fixed mine eyesupon him, with .a moft vigilant care, 
and critical] infpection. It would be wide with Gods. Ephraims, and they would 
want many things, if he fhould not fee as.wellas:hear, if he fhould not ferioufly, 
and follicitoufly confider and care for them, above all chat they ask or think, and 

wishouc 


Jer.31.18: l 


Ephef.3.2¢. 


Polan. Tremel. 
Tarnon. 

Tine Deo om- 
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Exclamatio 
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1 Cor.2.16. 

Efay 42.23. 

Efay 53.1. 
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ier 8.9, 

Pfal. 119.98, 
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Jer.4.22, 


1 Cor.9.24. 


Ephef.4. 
2 Cor.2.8. 


Lib.3.cap. 30. 


F. Arift:Rbst. 
j. eap. 13. Metap. 
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eAn Expofition on Curar.i4, 
without any monitour, aid and accommodate them. He is oft-times better to them 
then their prayers: for why ? Theeyes of che Lord are upon the righteous, as wel): 
as his ears are open co their cry, Pfali 34. 15. The Vulgar Latine rendreth it, 
Dirigam cum, 1 will direct him, asa Tutour, and Gardian doth his Pupil, his Or. 
phan. See verfe 3. He willalfo protect him, that nothing may be wanting to hig, 
happineffe. l 

Lam like a green firre tree, "| green all the yeer abont, and of fo large branches 
and broad leaves thick fet, that neither Sun nor rain can eafily come at the wea. 
ried paffenger, repofing himfelf under them. And whereas E porains might fay; 
Here’s repofe, but where fhall Ihave repaft? It isadded ; A 

In me is thy frait found, | q.d. The fir-tree is indeed green. and fhady, bot: 
withall barren: it bears no fruit, either ad efum, or ad xjum. It boweth it felf, 
down to che earth, fo that a man may eafily lay hold upon the branches, faith; 
Rabbi David, ard other Hebrews. But what hall he get by that more thena green: 
bowre, a refuge from the ftorm, a fhadow from the heat, &c? Asan Ancient 
{peaking of e4hab, defcribeth him fitting in his ivory Palace in Samaria, in the- 
time of the three yeers famine: He had every thing elfe, but wanted bread: So 
Ephraim here, hath fhade, but can he live by that ? what fhall he do for food? 
He -fhall noc want for that, faith God-Alfuficient : for 

From me ts thy fruit found, | Praftò eft, (fo fome render it ) Here it is ready, and 
mouth-meet : yea /atss ef ( fo others render it ) itis enough of it, fatisfa@tory, and 
proportionable to thy neceffity. Yea I would thou fhouldft know, that what fruit 
foever thou haft, or fhalt bear as an Olive or Vine, verfe 6. and 7. itis found in mt, 
proceeds from me, the root of the matter is in me, as fob {peaketh in another cafe, 

Verfe 9. Who is wife and he foall underftand thefe things, ] A patheticall per- ` 

clofe, whereby che Prophet ( Oratour-like ) would leave a fting in the hearts of his 
hearers, and fo feal up, and ‘fet on all that he had faid before. ho ss wife, ) ged, 
I could with there were more: but I fee there are-not many. Store there are of 
fools, Stxltornm plena funt omnia, fuch duft-heaps there are in every corner to be 


found, not a few, that either know not the will of God, or ftumbleat it, But wh | 


hath known the mind of she Lord ? Who among it jon will give ear to this? Who hash 
believed our report ? or to whom Sethe arm of the Lord revealed? Who is the wife 
man that may wnderfland this? Lucerna accenfa hominem querebat %fopus, Jeremy 
was bidden run to and froto finde a man that fought the truth, chap. $.1. Rari 
qnippe boni. Not many wife, wife I mean to falvation, 2 Tims. 3. 15. that make 
fure work for thcir fouls, and draw their wifdom from Gods holy word, from thë 
Mine of the Myftery of Chrift. All others are foolith -people, fottifh children: 
cy have no underftanding, be they never fo fhrewd and of deep reach for the 
world, be they never fo wife in their generation 3 the fox is foin his, and the ded 
vil in his, for when he was but young, he ewt-Witred our firft Parents, who yet werd 
no babies, fimple and weak in underftanding, as the Secinians affirm them to have 
been, or elfe they would not ( fay they ):have fo finned. A fond conceit, and withe 
out footing in’ Gods holy word ; where we finde, that they were created in Gods 
image, which confifteth in knowledge, righteoufneffe and holineffe, as faith the: 
poite. Panig ; 

And he foall underftand thefe things, which nene of the Princes of this world 
know, becaufe their learning hangs in their light ; and like Moles, they dig dex- 
teroufly under ground, but are blinde above ground. Sapiens eff cui res fapinnt 
prout fant, faith Bermard, He is-the wife man that favoureth things as they are.. 
And herein lieth the wholewifdom of aman, faith Ledantins, ut Deum cogmfeat, 
& colat , that he know and worfhip God aright, that witha praéticall judgement, 
he ponder the word and wayes of God, in order to falvation, This is that wif- 
dom that dwelleth with prudence, Prov. 8. 12.. Ariftetle in many places of his 
works, diftinguifheth between Wifdom and Prudence. Wifdom he maketh to be. 
aright apprehending of truths in peall: Prudence, an applying them to parti- 
cular cafes, andufes. But Socrates aid, thae there was no fuch difference: fith He 
that knoweth good things tọ do them, and evil things to avoid them, is to be held 
a wife man, andnoneelfe. They may {ein here, ‘to be put fer one-and the nan 

, it 


Cari. 


: . in he requireth us to wa 


the Prophecie of Hola. 


ife man is faid, not to'kno l i 
fe a us, that: God calls for a prudent wildom, and a 


: - direĝi ioul to an orderly carriage, and an holy çare, that 
miele Ç P E wifdom ) may- cat thorow our whole lives, as the 
aie) PA Pa re right, Underftand'it not fo much of the. wayes 

f peedeiination providence, &c. wherein God walks toward us ( which yet are 
firi ht and equall ) as of :thofe wayes of his Will, Word, and Worfhip, where- 
na sere lk towards Him. Thefe are called che way of God, Matth. 
the way of falvation, dts 16. 17. and the way of truth, 2 Pet. 
2. 2. and the right way, verfe 15- and the way of righteoufneffe , verfe 21. 
Right thefe wayes are called, or ferait. Firft, becaufe they are conform to the 
wil of a righteous God, which is the menfura mesfurans , the firft rule ef 
right, the ftandard. Secondly, becaufe the matter of it 2 holy, and juft, and 


good, a 
ae ask tes * Athaiafes hath obferved ; “that they ‘are fo pruned, tuae 
every man may well think they fpeak de fe, in re fna, of himfelf, 4 a is 
own particular neceffities, Thirdly, becaufe it rectifieth us, a transformet ri 
into the fameimage: it maketh fuch as deliver up themfelves t sari one 
as patternsof therule, as a tranfcript of the word, that dwelleth ey int it 
and worketh effectually, as a feed of immorrallity. Fourthly, becau a aiia 
us on in a frait line unto a rightend, without crooking, or coupe es a onr 
Pfal. 19. 8. and 25. 4. Has vias qué tru, non terit. Pray there: ore as Das 
vid did, Pjul. 13. 29. left breaking out into by-wayes (all which are oer wave 
to hell) or bne ftepping over the hedge, to avoid a piece of foul way, we brufh 
and bruife our felves co get in again, break our bones with eee: ieee 
And the juft hall walk in them: } Such as are juit with a dou ig teouf- 
nefe, Impated, and mparted ; that of Juftification, and this of x if E 
thefe will choofe the Way of truth, Pfal’ 119. 30. and 25. 12. an owt ing s 
walk honeftly, Heb. 13. 18. orderly and by rule, Gul. 5. as. cae Ys and 
to the utmoit, Ephef. 5. 15. directly, and diftindly, eyeing oe , an pı 
pounding to themfelves the higheft pitch, and the beft iar often compe ng 
themfelves with the rule, laying their lives by the line, and re oming t T a 
ftraies, P/al. 119. 59,60» making it the main of their P a T 
deeds c ay be wrought in God, Joh 3.21. Lo this is the juft mans practife: and it is 
r cunded for a prefident. ‘Se: ; 
beni the maian ma ka fea J Tiie parih ron ee woa 4 re 
* at the word and fall into per , : 
me tee themfelves to be rar tears ie, ek Daa gran 
umble at the word, being aifobedient, iyo 
oe Oeste A bridge is made (faith a Reverend Divine ) 
“to give us a fafe paflage over a river, but he who ftumbleth on t : ridge 
“isin danger to fall into the river. The Word is given us as ere o carry 
“us over hell to heaven : but he io tamben = evo by e Neithe : 
i in thit hence otherwife he ha y it. 
seeders chink ihe te of the Word for this accidentall effect of it upon Sara 
greffours ; fith the fault is meerly in eaten A A T e a 
i lain path, the fault is notin the way, ; 
Se bale the laht nor children endure honey, when they: pa oo 
i The fame Sun makes flowers fmell fweet, but carrions ftink loat ae Le a 
fes faved the Ifraelite; killed the Egyptian: and ik ME pan pi a = 
but made Nabals heart die within him as a ftone. Occumentns ee t A 
the fragrancy of precious ointments is wholefome for Doves, but ki ¢ tae ie 
And Arifforle afirmeth, that oyl ofrotes isdeadly to Vultures, > o mne y n 
onely dead mens carcaffes. Chrift Aiméelf, who is the Way, ja rath, r nie 
Life, was er for the fali and ripng again of many sn Hears pie A : faih 
be fpoken againft, Luke 2.34. fora oe againft whom his sould 


22. 16. and 


A iy yee 7 
i F righteoufneffe, that teacheth us to give God his due, and 
. sais alfo i for every purpofe,, Pfal. 19 7, 8-- Prov. 30.5. OF . 
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w, but to underfand, judge, and ponder, and — 


Non folum 
refa, fede 
egula. 
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Jers 


Columban 
vegetat, fearde 
baum necat., 
De mirab. 
aufcul,, 
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fhoot the fhafts of their gainfayings. To the Jews he ‘b, came a ftumbins ) 
block, and unto the Gentiles foolifhnetfe 1 oe I. 23, Let them sie ae 
He, concerning the Pharifees, who were offended at his fayings ) Let them itune 
ble, and fall, aad be broken, and-{nared, and taken, Efay 8. 15, Chrift in ‘hig 
Ordinances, is to reprobates a rock of offence, 2 Per. 2.8. but foch a toka 
that, 7udy.6.21. out ofwhich goeth fire and confumeth them. For if any love nor 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, he is Anathema Maranatha , 1 Cor. 16. 22. Behold they 
have rejected the word of the Lord, and what wifdom isin them > fer.8.9. cl 


Linea dufa mihi eff, gratia, Chrifte, tibi. 


Cmar.. 


EXPOSITION 


Of the Prophefie of 
JOEL. 


Cuar. I. 


R H E Word of the Lord that came, cc. ] See the 
Naw Note on Hofee x. 1. with whom, Hierom and 
| fome other Interpreters, make this Prophet a.Con- 
mm temporary , for the likeneffe of Argument: and 
that common Casen of the Jew-Do&ours, that the 
jProphet who fets not down his time, is to be held of 

: tu y che fame time, with him that is placed before him. 
The Seventy fet him not onely after Hofez, but alfo after Amos and Micah : and 
the ancient Hebrew Chronicle, called Sedar-Olam affirmeth, that feel prophefied 
together with Nahum and Habakkuk, in the dayes of king Manajffeh : which Dr- 
fins would prove out of Foel 3.5. Others, with more fhew of reafon, out of 2 K ing. 
31.10. and 23.26. feed might very well be one of thofe Prophets that denounced 
Gods heavy judgements againft Judah, for the finnes and abominations of Ma- 
naffeb, whom fome make to be his convert. For alchough.at firft the Lord {pake to 
Manafib, and to his people, but they. would not hearken ( 2 Chron. 23. 10 ) yet 
the rod might fet the word awork afterwards: for Afanaffeh when he was in afliti- 
on befozghe the Lord, and humbled himfelf greatly ( verfe 12. ) .and Joed might very 


well be to him a forne of Pethnel, or of Gods perfwafion: God, by his miniftery 


might fpeak to his heart, Hof. 2.14. fet before him an open door, ( another Etymon 
ofthe name Pethned ) Rev. 3.8. minifter unto him an entrance further and further 
into Chrifts everlatting kingdom, 2 Pet. 1.11. Jf any chink it more likely that /oed 
prophefied under Zufiab king of Judah, when that great famine. fell out which is 
defcribed in like termes by leremy, chap. 14: 1,2. compared with 2 King. 23. 26, 
T thall noc ftrive with him, But that this Joe? was the fonne of: Samsel ( here cal- 


Sedar- Olen 3 


Zuta. Sic 
Funccius | 
Gerebrard, 


Oftiam Då. ` 


led Pethuel ) a perfwader of God, becaufe what he asked of God he obtained Jas ig 


Re Salomon would carry it, I cannot imagine: for that Jed was not a Prophet, but a 


corrupt Judge. Q 3 Ferfe 


Arift. Ethie, 


Tuerm a fchool. David Chytrans, when he lay a dying, lifted up himfelf to hear the di~ , 
miusvG. vine difcourfes of bis friends, that fac by him; and faid, thar he fhould die with 
Solon, better cheer, if he might die, learning fomething. 2 
and give ear all,éc. | Hear and give ear: draw up the ears of your mindes to the 
Simoribundws ears of your bodies, that one found may pierce both. When thefe two wordsare 
Praa joyned together, as they are often, the matter propounded, is either very dark, or 
Melch Ad, Very remarkable, and commands attention , as Dens. 1.45- Efay 1.2, 10. fer.13. 
Jer. 13.15. 15. Hof. 5.1. > : 
all ye inhabitants of the land, | ft. of fudea, or all ye inhabitants of the whole 
earth, q.d. 1 fhall {peak of fo great a matter, as that ì could wifh to be heard all,” 
the world over. And becaufe all men loveto hear news, I fhall tell you thar, 
that was never known to fall outin any age. Kem novam" pollicetur empbuticoteris 
quam more Rhetorico, faith Ogcolampadins. Prick up your ears therefore and liften. 
Hath thys been in your dayes, or even in the dajesof your fathers? | Was there 
ever fuch havock made by feverall forts of vermine iucceffively, for tour yeers to- 
gether ? This was the very finger of God, Exod. 8.19. all whofe works ( by how 
{mall inftrumenrts foever ) are great, fought out of all chem chat have pleafure there-, 
in, Pfal.111.2. His extraordinary works efpecially, areto be noted and noticed; 
the memory of them is tobe tranfmitted to all pofterity. Ths hall be written for 
the generation to come, P{al. 102.18. They fhall come and fhall declare his righte- 
oufneffe, unto a people that fhal! be born, that he hath done this, Ffal, 22. 31. 
Sed ve ftupori noftro. There is a wo to fuch as regard not the works of the 
Lord, neither confider the operation of his hands, </zy 5 12. that make of 
them but a nine dayes wonderment at beft; and fo pafle them over. Whereas 
every judgement of God fhould be a warning-peal to repentance, We be like 
the Smiths dog, ( faith One ) who the harder the Anvil is beaten on, lyesby, and 
fleeps the founder. Like the hen ( faith Another) which lofeth her chickens one af 
ter another by the devouring kite ; and yet ftill continues to pick up what fies before 
her: fuch a deep drow/incfJe and droffineffe of {pirit, there is upon moft of us. ` 
Verfe 3. Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children, | 
Heb. Cipher them up diligently, after the manner of Avirhmeticians : reckon up 
D o the feverall years, with the feverall calamities thereof to your children and nephews; 
eut. 1920. thar they may hear, and fear, and do no more fo. Let your woes be their warnings, 
= your fufferings their ftanding-fermons ; your corrections their inftructions. See, 
Greg. More 1 Cor.10.§,t012. Ryina majorum fit cantela minorum. Watt thou marked the 
` old-way ( faith Eliphas to Job, Chap. 22.15,16. ) which wicked men have trodden, 
which wefe cut down out of time: whofe foundation was overflowen with a flood, 
(Heb. a flood was poured upon their foundation ) which faid unto God, Depart from 
us, &c? He fpeaketh of thofe Axtediluviax Atheifts, buried in one univerfall 
grave of waters. See /afh. 22. 20. Neh. 13.26. Iude 5, 6,7. and learn to keep 
a Catalogue of Gods great works, whether of mercy or judgement ; yea to polith 
and garnifh them for the ufe of pofterity, not with vain affe@ation of wit, nor 
with pedantick pomp of words, but with fobriety, and holy gravity, as here: fuch 
as may ftick by our children, and leave impreffion . 
Cx. Verfe 4. That which the palmer-worm hath lefe , hath the locuft eaten, ] The 
Zachala. palmer-worm hath its name in Hebrew from feaving. (becaufe it fhaveth off the 
eer fruits of the earth, ) In Chaldee from creeping : In Greek from crookniag : In La- 
eredendo. tine from gawing. The Locuft hath its name in Hebrew from multitude, where- 
Vfidor.lib.1 2. with the very Sun is darkened : In Latine from barning places, where it {poileth= 
ree 5. In Greek from cropping the tops of corne, and plants, which as they fled, they fed 
ieee or upon. The Canker-worm hath its name in Hebrew from Jicking: In Chaldee from 
AxelsMnao feing: In Greek and Latine from feeding upon the flowers of apples and other 
xévon. fruits. Comefter fome render it. Flemings call it, The preacher, a bombo quim 


eAn Expofition on } 


Verfe 2, Hear this je old men, | Who, as ye are fitteft to hear ferious dif- 
courfes (efrifforle excludeth young men from his Ethick-Lectures, becaufe raw, 
, and rafh : green wood is ever fhrinking, and warping ) fo ye are more expe. 
rienced ; and yet not fo wife, but that, by hearing, ye may become wifer, Prev. 
1. §. Solon faid, he could never be too old to learn. fudianns the Lawyer faid, 
that when he had one foot in the grave, yet he would have the-other in the? 
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volando edit from the noife it maketh as it flies. The Cacerpiller bath its name 
Chafil, from wafting, becaufe it utterly confumeth all; not onely fruits and leaves; 


2 
but tender boughes and branches: Ur ita crefcat oratio ficut ipfam malum, to fhew 


thacas their finne increafed, fo did their punifhment. The Lord of Hofts can- 
not poilibly want a weapon wherewith to beat a rebel: neither may wicked men 
expect chat He fhould Jay down the bucklers firft. To that bold queftion of Pharaoh, 
who isthe Lord that I fhozid obey him ? God madea large reply, by his armies of 
locufts, lice, flies, &c. till Pharaoh was forced to anfwer himfelf, The Lord is righ- 
teons. What spoil hath been made by thefe defpicable creatures here mentioned in 
other countreys, Pliny recordeth. Pierius teftifieth that the Egyptians made the 

ı Locuftan Hieroglyphisk of Famine. And although we finde not expreffely fet down 
in the holy Hiftory,when this particular plague was executed, yet we need not doubt 
but it was done according to Dest. 28. 38,39. See 1 King. 8. 37. 

Verfe 5. Awake ye drunkards, | ye Ale-ftakes, and Suckers (Heb. Shiccorim ) 
that pour in heady and intoxicating drinks, fuch as foon lay you to fleep, and 
(befides ) take away your heart, Hof,4.11. rob you of your felves, and lay a beaft 
in your room. Pertentofum fane potionis genus, faith Pliny concerning ade, that 

, exceflively drunk, maketh men more fleepy then dormife: befides that worfe fleep 
of carnåll {ecurity, Eph. 5. 14. Rom.13.11. Thefe therefore are here called upon 
to be fober and watch, ( See 1 Theff. 5.6., 1 Pet.§.8. 1 Pet. 4.7.) yeto weep and 
howl, to turn their laughter into mourning, and their joy into heavineffe. And 
why ?For their finne they fhould have done ¢ as that drunkard in the Ecclefiafticall 

ı Hiftory,that, toucht with a fenfe of his fin, wept himfelf blind)but here they are far- 
caftically called upon to weep for their great loffe, as they efteem it. 

Becanfe of the new-Wwine for it is cut off from yonr mouth, | Asmany things fall 
out betwixt the chin and the challice, the cup and the lip: You made account to 
have mouthed it, to have {willed your fouls, as they fay, and to have: fwallowed 
itdown your wide gullets. But behold, it falls out fomewhat-otherwife : che cater- 
piller hath been before you, and left you nothing better then Adams-ale: to tipple. 
This iscold comfort to the drunkard, whofe Word is that of the Vike in Forbams 
parable, Non poffum relinquere vinnm meum, Take away my liquor, you take.away 
my life. afin brings himin faying, Malle fe vitam quam vinum eripi, He ha 
rather lofe his life then his wine. And Aysbrofe tells of one T. heotibins. thac being 
told by his Phyficians, that much quaffing would make him blinde, Fale /emen ami- 
cum faid he, Farewell {weet eyes ; if ye will not bear wine,ye are nd-eyes for me. This 
drunkard would rather lofe his fight then his fin ; his foul then histuft. Such kinde 
of perfons are like che Panther, which is faid to love the dung of m&n fo much, as 
if it be hang’d on high from it, it will skip and leap up, and never leave-till it have 
burft it felf in pieces to get it: and this is the way they take thatcreature. God 
will take thefe natural brute beafts, made to be taken and deftroyed, 2 Pet, 2.14. 
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after another manner. He will not onely cut them fhort enough here, but turna Grend fes. 
cup of fire and brimftone down their throats, P/aé. 11.6. which will be worfe to Seragu8s. 


them then that ladle full of boyling lead, poured down the throat of adrunken 
Turk, by the command of a Bafhaw. a 

Verfe 6. For a nation ts come up upon my land, ] A nation, fc. of vermine, by 
{warmes, as verf. 9. called afterwards, an army chap.2.11. and a people, chap.2.2. 


Sic columella 
de apibus. 
Virgil. de 


See the like Prov. 30. 25,26. Is come, | that is, fhortly fhall come. Upos my pifio Hom. 
land, } this glorious and goodly land, asit is called Daw. 11.16. Tarnogins makes de wufcis, 


thisbya miméfis tobe the drunkards lamentation A nation is come ap, &c. Strong 
and without number. "| yea therefore ftrong, becaufe without number : infuperable, 
becaufe innumerable. Feeble they are, and yet formidable ; becaufe fet on by 
God Almighty, whofe warriers they are, asthe Roman fpoylers are called, Matt. 
22.7. And perhaps the Aifyrtans may here be hinted at. I doubt not but the lite- 
rall fence ischiefly intended: Neither can I concur with Orcolampadins, who hold- 
eth it tobe Propheta indignum, unbefeeming the Propher, to preach thus concern- 
ing worms and locufts: For concerning fuch poor creatures deal the Prophets by 
the inftinct of the Holy Ghoft, in fundry other places, Prov. 6. 6. Am. 4. 9. and 
7-1.Nahum.3.15« Whole teeth are the teeth of a lion. thatis, they devour all that 
isin their way ; as there is no ftanding before a lion, no not before a woth, chat hath 
commitlion to crf» a man, feb 4. 19. Ver{e, 
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Verfe7. He bath laid my vine waft] Yhe Prophet proceedsin aggravating the ant allufion in the Original: asin the following words a Profopopeia eae 
the lana: thar he might make the people the more fenfible. Thereis nE a tothofe of the tig as Luther and Vatablis ae nee = fi P P" sa not inferis , 
in the world more ftupid and more ftubborn then a drunkard. Of fuch itis chat The land monrncth | By an ordinary Metaphor among the Hebrewes. thofethmgs z 
that faying of an Ancientis often verified, Ablatus eft a peccantibus timor, ne are faid to mourn that are wafted,. defolated, corrupted and changed for ‘the 4 
poffit effe cautela, Feare is taken away from offendours, that there fhould be no worle. Lam. 2. 8. the rampart.and the:wall are faid to lament. and to lane ve . 
caution againftic. Here therefore let the words of the wife be as goads and us nailes f nife together. When Ephkeftion died, Alexander not only elypped his lutarcle. i 
faftenca by the Alafters of the affemblies. Let them fo preach with Peter, that horfes and mules. hair, but placked::down alfo the battlements-of the walles 
their hearers may be prickt at heart A&. 2, 37. may be galled and /atred asit were of the city: becaufe it fhould appear that the walls-and ramparts did mourn’ . 
A. 7. 54. may ftartleand tremble, as Att. 24. 25. may awaken out of thar for hisdeath: So Efay 24. 7. The new wine mourneth, the vine languifheth : all 
2 Tim. 2.26. dead fathergy, whereinto Satan hath caftthem, and recover out of his {nare, who the merry-hearted do figh.. It isfit that ifthe land mourn, and faile of her increafe” : 
are taken captive by him at his pleafure. Trueicis, we can-hardly getmen to be- men fhould much more mourn and be moved with a fenfe of their fins. the caufe oF j 
lieve that hell is fo hot, or fin fo heavie, or the devill fo black, or God fo unmerci- fuch calamities. The earth lies under.a curfe of barrenneéffe. arit. belt Gen. ; ; ; 
ful asthe Preachers make him. The Lion, fay they, isnot fo terrible as he is paint- 17. and was never fo beautifuland cheerfull fince the Fallef Adam. At this day 
ed ; nor is our cafe fo dangerous as is born us in hand. Sed nos pergamus cxag gera- it lyeth ded-rid, as it were, waiting for the comming of the Son of God, that it 
ve, faith Pareus here. Let Gods Minifterslay load upon mens fins, and fetforthto ` may bedelivered from the bondage of corruption: Rem. 8. 20. But in times of 
the full the miferies that will fall upon them. The Prophets did fo for temporal (as dearth, it feemeth to mourn more then ordinary, yea to bluth and bleed... 4 
here moft graphically and to the life) fhall not we much more for eternal punith- tke new wine is dried up} Or is abated: as loth to look menin the face. becaufe 
f “ ments? Oh (faith One) that 1 could ger words to gore your very hearts with not anfwerable to their expectation, See Efay. 33.9. ne | 
< fmarting pain: that thisdoctrine might be written in your flefh ! g she ogl languifbeth] Or, x fick, Corn, wine, and oyle, are the mainė fapports of 
and barked my fig-tree] Take away the bark from the tree, and che fap can never manslife : all’s gone. i a , | 
find the way to the boughes. Thefe Vermine had barked the trees with their teeth, Varfi t1. Be ye afkamed O ye husbasidmen| This Repetition of his former exhor- z 
caft the bark out of their mouths upon the ground, and made the branches naked tation isnot needleffe : for.man is a tout and ftubborn creature : neither goeth any 
and all white asfroth ; fothat the drunkards, deprived of their {weet draughts, thing more againftthe bair and the beart with him,then to come downward.and tobe 
were brought ad efflatsonem anime (as the Calde here expoundeth Chet/ephah) to fo foundly fenfible of Gods judgements, as {erioufly to repent. Hence St. Jam es his . 
| an yielding up of the ghoft, yea, ad laqueum © reftim, as the Latines, co the very extraordinary importunity in preffing this moft needfall but much negledted duty 
halter. oF Suis chap.4. 9,10. He knew,& fo did our Prophet, that this work muft be donie,ot elfe men i 
| Ferfe 8.. Lament like a Virgin] Our Prophet hath done with hisdrunkards: and are undone. Hence that heap of words. : Nunquam fatis dicitur quod- ANNGHAM e` 
now applyeth bimfelf to the foberer fort, whom alfo he calleth to deep and down- | fatis difciter. That can never be too much taught,thatis never enough learned. `° Seneca 
right mourning, in this cafe ofcommon calamity; there being not any fo innocent Vetfe i2. The Vine ts dried up, and the Figtree langaifoeth God cutteth you 
and holy, bat had fome hand, if not upon the greater cart-ropes yet furely upon fhort of all things both for neceflity and delight: and this is fö much inculcated 
the fmaller cords that drew down dearth and judgment upon the land. and iterated, that you may not ffight it asacommon occurrence: but be deeply 
| lament therefore like a Virgin] betrothed, but bereft of her efpoufed husband, affected with it, asa fore affliction. Verba toties repetita viva fant, vera: une 
i before fhe was married to him; So Pifcator. Others underftand it of her chat fanafunt, plana funt. Let no man think that this tialtoertingos tasitologie, onan Au 
( lately a virgin, but now new-married ) paflionately loved her husband and idlerepetition of the fame thing. For, in facred {criptare there is not atitelein © 
bitterly bewasleth his death; which fome young women have taken fo grievoufly, ‘vain: there isnot an apex whereen there hangs nota mountain. of fenfe, as the 
i that they have refufed to live any longer ; but have chofen to put an end to their Rabbines ufe to fay. By one and the fame thing repeated, memary is helped, afe 
. life and grieftogether, as hiftorians teltify, : fection is excited, and mattersof moment are better minded, Phil, 3. 1. Befides, - 
: girded with Sackclah] Saeco non [erico, with mourning weeds as a teftimony of, Repetitio confirmatio eft, faith Ambrofe, The repeating of amatter implyech I The De bono 
help to your humiliation, The dead we fee, may be lawfully lamented: indeed it infallible truth of it. 2 The inexpreffible excellency ofit- 3 The profitable ufeof it. Mort. c. 12; 
ravouts- isoneof the dues of the dead. Iris fit that the body, when fown in corruption, , 4 Theabfolute neceflity ofit. Aur faciendum, ant patiendum, rs 
! pava, Jua de- Lhould be watered by the tears of thofe that plant it in the earth. Only we muft Verfe 13,:Gird your felves and lament ye Priefts] Be you Pref, and fir? in 
| fundlorum. — not mourn in this cafe as heathens Without hopes 1 Thef: 4. 13. Our grief muft the practife of humiliation :: Be you an example of the- believers in word in ‘conver- 
i not be exceflive, either for meafure or continuance ; Neither muft we mourn fo fation&c. 1 Tim. 4. 12. apatern of piety. Si vis ne ‘flere &c. J£ others thall a- Tun 
j much for our friends departed, as for our fins againft God. In the former cafe ment, you muft begin to them: and fay as Abimelech'did to his fouldiers; hat ye Mirek 
baldnefs isforbidden : inthe later itis required Z/a. 22. 12. And Zach. 12. 10. _ have feen me do, make haft and do likevgfe: and as St. Pau! doth to his Philippians. Judg. 9. 18. 
Ire 13. One poor woman weeping over Chrift fhall be as deeply, affected asail Thefe things which ye have both learned and received, dnd heard and feen in me, do; Philip. «.! 
the people were in that unfpeakable loffe of their good king Jofiah, at Hadaarim- and the God of peace hall be-with yon. ~- ` y 240; Pe 4.19 
monin the vally of Megiddo, where Jeremiah lamented, and all the finging men and Sor the meat-offering and the drink-offering &c. J your maintenancéis fubftracted, 
Singing women |pake of fofiah in their lamentation, and made them an ordinance Oe F f that which fhould more affe& you) the facred fervice of God is intermitted, 
2. Chron. 35.24.25. , R ts and {o the glory u departed, the dayly facrifice is negleĝed, which the Jewes coun- 
Vere 9. The meat-offering and the drink-offering is cut of ] Periit libatio & oba ted and called The abomination if salalatiaa: Phineas his wife was Hi without 


latie, This was the godly mans greateft grief, that there wanted matter of teftify- 
ing their thankfulnefs to God in his commanded worfhips: and that God was fo 
deeply difpleafed, as that he had deprived Himfelf and his Minifters of the due 
allowance ; fo that they alfo mourned, and could not chreefully execute their office, 
for lack of maintenance; for they were not of the Camelion-kind. 


natural affection 1 Sam. 4, 21. but her fpiritwal affections prevailed.’ Therefore 
in the declaration of her forrow, that of her father in'lawand husband is but once 
named: but twiceit came in, The glory is departed, The gloxy is departed. All 
comforts are but Jchabods to a good heare without rhe ordinances: without the 
fincere milk ofthe word Gods new-born -babes cannor‘be quitted. I could not live 


Ferje 10. The field is Wafted tke land mosrneżth) The facrificesare not only cut. in Paradife without th aid ey : «Lom. 4. Optra 
off for prefent, but little hopes left for the future : for the field, that common ftore- in hell it felf. ut the Word (faid' Luther).as with the Word, T could eafily live Lanp Aage 
houfe , that orreum nnde hanriatur, is wafted: Shuddad Sadeh, there isan ele- 


Ve erfe 14, Santhify ye a faf) Having humbled your felves, preach repentance to 


gant. others. 


190 


Mofes egit v4 
cis filentio ut | 
magis audi- 
verur, 


3 Sam, 1.55. 


~An 


3-5, 7, 8 : 
into the honfe of the Lord your God |which houfe wasa type of Chrift, (inw 
God heareth His) and had made many promifes to ae dire put a tach 
King. 8. 37,38, 39. 2 Chron, 6. 28, 29. sete r. 
_ of the Lord your God } Tours ftiil by vertue of the covenant: be fureto keep faith 
in heart, when we are at the greateft wd r. ; 
And cry unto the Lord } with the beart at leaft as Mofes did at the red fea, when y 
none heard him bur the ear of heaven only; and as Hannah did when the uttered 
no audible voyce, and yet poured forth her foul ro the Lord with fuch a ftrange 
and unwonted writing of her lips,.chat Eli thought fhe had been drank. . 
Verje 15 Alas for the day @e.] Gr. Alu, Alas, Alas;the Vulgar Latine 4, A, A; 
which 4 Lapide makes much adoe about, to little purpofe. > - nates 
_ for the duy of the Lord} thatis, the day of the greateft evils and miferies then 
ever hitherto they bad futfered, if repentance prevent not. That they had fuffe- 
red much already appeareth chap. 2- 25. but chofe were but the b-ginnings of their 
ferrowes, if they yet went on in their fins. r 
for as adeftrnction from the Almighty foallit come] An Elegant Agromination 
there is in the Original : together with an allufionco chat tremend ttle of God 
Shaddai. The Jewes ( probably) boafted. much and bare themfelves over-bold 
upon their intereft in God almighty. The Prophet therefore te!’s them thar Gods 
PET power fhould be little to their profit whites impenitent: for that it fhould 
e put forth and exercifed for their utter deftruction. Aben-Ezra interpreterh 
Shaddai a Conqueror, Others a Deftroyer, which a Conqueror muft needs be. 
And hereto this text and that Efe. 13. 6. do allude, when they iay Shod fhall 
come fron Shaddai, Deftruction from the Almighty. Here alfo we may learn when 
we are under affliction, to afcend tothe firft caufe thereof Am. 3. 6. as David did in 
Ro n years famine 2 Sam. 21. 1. See Lam. 3. 38. 
_ Verfe 16 Is not the meat cut off before your eyes 7] Heb. before your eyes : and fo 
it appeareth to be the Prophets fpeech, and th ee Bhs oy him m the 
people, by adding the word (/aying ) to the end of the fourteenth verfe Cry so the 
Lord, faying, Alas for the day Gc. Anditisasif the Prophet fhould fay; Doe 
ye not yet fee what cafe you arein? Are ye fo ftupid and {o Rout or fturdy * gs not 
to ftoop though ftarved almoft ? fhould not Vexation give underftanding ; Are 
not the fierceit creatures tamed with hard hunger? Will not men in fuch cafe buy 
or beg food of their deadly enemies? O brawny breafts! O horny heart-ftrings ! 
Jen joy and gladueffe from the boufè of our God ? JAIL Gods fervices were to be 
aE yu joy: Near hay: ike of corn and wine (which cheareth God 
n . 9.13. ) cheda acri ; 
ee Poe Bie es y oe ce ceafed, and all good hearts were thereby 
Ferfe 17 The feed is rosten under their clods} Ir lieth buried or drowned with 
exceflive 


ee 


Crar.t. 


the Prophecie of Joel: 


which was not fo marred, was. afterwards, when it came tobe corn, dried up with 
-eflive heat. ee ae eee oe ie eee ee 
on The corn is Withered. | So thatthe garners were defolated, the barnes broken 
down for want of ftuffing, and for that there was no ufe of chem, fith they fowed, 
but reaped not, Mic. 6. 15. The husbafidman was called to mourning, Amos 5. 
16, fora three-fold calamity that lay upon his tillage. Firft, Immoderate rain; in 
or about feeding. Secondly, Locufts and other vermine at {pring. Thirdly, extreme 
drought after alt, verfe 19, 20. Thus God followeth finners with bae plapueio 
the neck-of another; (as hedid Pharaoh; -that fturdy rebell ) till be have. made his 
foes his footftoals. To multiply fin; is to multiply fomowy. P/al. 16. 4. to heapu 
wickednefle, is to heap up wrath, Rem-2.5. I will heap mifchiefs upon them, fai 
God, I will {pend mine arrows bpon them, Dest, 32. 23. which yet cannot be all 
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ciceflive rain and moifture; corrupting the feed: foon after it was fown: and:that: 


Si quoties pec- 
cent homines 


fpent up, as the Poet feared of his Papiter, that if he fhould punith men for every faq falmina 


offence, his ftore of thunder-bolts would be foon fpent and exhaafted. :: 
Verfe 18. How do the beafts groan]? The wilde beafts groanig their kinde. 


The herds of cartell] home and tame beafts, as oxen, &c. ave perplexed," asnot g, 


knowing what to do: “tisthe fame word with that, Eee. 3. 15. -God had bid his 
face, (withdrawn his hand ) and they were troubled; he taketh away vheir breath; 
(for lack of pafture } they die and return to their duft, as David teltedh us in his 
Phyficks, Pfal. 104. 29. Epiphasiws his Phyfiologer reporeeth of the bird called 
Charadiss, that being brought where a fick man lieth, if he took upon the fick 
; with a fixed and unremoved eye, there is hopes of recovery: but if he look another 
way, the difeafeis deadly. Sure it is, thar if God look in mercy upon man and 
beaft, they are cared and catered for, P/al.36.7. and 104.27. and 145.15, 16, 
&c. and the concrary. yea the flocksof foeop, Gc. which yet can bite upon the 
bare, live with a little, and get pafture, where the bigger creatures. cannot come. 
Ferfi. 19. O Lord to thee will ery, ] J will, though others wili not. Ihave 
called upon others to cry mightily unto thee, and to.meet thee by repentance :. but 
they tanquam monftra marina, as fo many Sea-moniters, paffe by my words with a 
deaf car, they refufe to return: thy hand se.lifted'yp in threatning, and will falt 
down in punifhing, bat they will nat fee, Efay: 26211. they will not fearch, they 
, will not have their eyes ( like the windowes in Solomons Temple) broad inward : the 
eyes of their mindes are as ill fet ( for this matter ) as the eyes of their bodies, they 
fee not what's within. But whatever they do, rity.foul fhalt weep in fecret for their 
pride, and mine eyes fhall weep fore, &c. ( fer.13.17.) for their infenfibleneffe 
of theirmifery. .  - eh GN OE ae OSs a Stee 
For the fire bath devopred the pafterés;) chat is, the immoderate fcorching heat 
ofthe (eafon, See P/al. 83.14. fer-17.6, Or the blafting winde, as Lyre expounds 
it; or the tocutts, as Drufiws, or God, (who is a confuming fire ) ‘by any, or all 
thefe inftruments of his wrath, as.Taraonins. nde eee ae 
And the flame bath burnt all:the arees af the freld.) This was dreadfull ; but 
yet nothing to that:conflagratio mundi :fpoken of by St. Peter, 2 Bpift. 3. 12. when 
the ‘heavens being on fire, Joal bentiffetved, and the elements melt mith fervent heat 
on'theheads of the wicked: who thallgivea tecrible account, with the world all on 
alight fire-about their ears. peste’ RN 
Ferli 20. The beufts. of the field cry nifa unto thee, ] ‘Glocitent,.a termtaken 


>. mittat Jupiter, 


exiguo temporé 
inermis erit. 
Ovid. 


a King:b.å 


from. Deer: they cry:asthey can, they cry.by implication, imploring thine belp, — 


each for himfelf. See P/dl. 149. 9. Feb 39. 3. Pfal. 104.27. And fhould mea be 
filent? 7 PO ee aie si = 
For the rivers of the Waters are dried ‘up, } This maketh the Hart:bray after the wà- 
ter-brooks, yea fhed’ tears as ‘hunters fay the Harr will, -when ‘trot and hard-be- 
ftead for water. Hereto David feemsto allude, P/al-42.5. Aty-tears:have been wy 
meat, He. ae o Pa 
And the fire bath devoured the paftwres of the wilderneffe. j Thishad been faid bé- 
fore verfe 19. The reafon of fuch-repetitions, fee above in cheNotes on werfes TI EBs 
Neither det this laft exaggeration of ‘the-conumoncalamity; by:that- whieh. befell che 
bruit beatts, fcem fuperfuous. For whereas the fecurity and obftinacy of moft med 
is fuch, that they cakelitcle notice-of prefent-preffures, but promi(ethemfelves at 
- a 


—— Fests area vee 
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and fafety, whatfoever God by his fervants fhall fay to the contrary : it is but need- 
full furely, chat their danger fhould be inculcated, and their calamity fer out, and 
fet on with utmoft importunity, and vehemency. 


o :: CH A P. II. 


Kerfex. Be ye the trumpet in Zion, | Idem aliis verbis repetit, faith Mercer 
ease ‘here. . The Prophet repeateth the fame as in the former Chapter ; one-: 
lyin other words, more at large, and after another manner: preffing the people 
farther to the practife of repentance by many {weer -promifes of che bles ings of 
this, and a better life. Our Prophet may feem to bee of the fame mind with Terruls 

. lian, who faid that he was walls rei natus nifi ponitentie , born for no other end, 
` but co repent,and to call upon others fo to dos: Tot antem verbis œ figuris stitur,| 
; faith Luther, heufeth fo many words, & figures, becaufe he had to do with a people 
> ehar were harder then rocks, fer.:5. 3. asalfo, becaufe there is an abfolute necefii- 
ty of repentance. Ast penitendum,.ant pereundum, as our Saviour tells his Difci- 
ples twice.in.a breath, Luke 13.2,5. The Prophet had urged them hereunto from 
the evils they felt, or feared, chap. 1. Pain and penitency are words of one deri- 
vation: God plagueth men that he may make them cry Peceazi: not Perij onely, 
Iam undone, as Cain; but peccavi, I have done very foolithly,as David. The 
feventeen firit verfes of this Chapter, are Hortatory ; the reft Confulatory.. The 
day of the Lord cometh ; therefore Repent. This is the fumme of the exhortation. 
It cometh,and ‘that inftantly ; Give warning therefore: God loveth to forefignifie, 


pinet tòs ( faith the Heathen Hiftorian )} and to premonifh, before he punifh. He dealt fo . 


wesTnudi- 


rsi. Hered with Cain, to. wbom he read the firft leQure of Repentance, Gen. 4. as he had done. 


of: Faith, tobis. father Adam, in the Chapter ‘before. He.deale fo with rhe old 
world, with the Sodomites, Ninevites, &c. | phe gee 
«Sound an:alarm in my holy Mountain, | Ring the bels backwards, ( as amongft 
us they do ) che houfe is on firé ; the enemy is at hand. ee 
_ Let, all tbe inhabitants of. shedand tremble, J and take courfeto prevent, or miti- 
gate the enfuing mifchief ; to cut the cart-ropes of fin, that pull down-wrath upon 
theland. ii.. oA Coe ; TA -i 
. - v forthe day of: she Lord cometh, for is is nigh at hand. | An end is come, is come, 
is'come, as Ezekiel hathit,chap. 7. 6,7. Iwill overturn, overturn, overturn, asthe | 
Ezek.21.37. fame Prophet hath it elfewhere. Should we thes make mirth? asit isin the fame 
and 10., Chapter: fhould we fleep upon a maft-pole, dance upon a weather-coek ? go hal- 
lowing and haoping to the place of execution? —__ 
| Kerfe 2. A day of darkneffe, and of gloomineffe, }- Left they fhould imagine it to 
be fome light matter, that hath been, and is ftill threatned,. he fets forth to the life, 
the hitterneffe-of: that day, fo lowring and lightleffe, that it can hardly be called a 
day::.a dark and dolefull doomefday it wilkbe'to the impenitent, snfanftus & infe- 
fix, difmall and dreadfull. What better can be expected by chofe Tenebriones, that 
delight in the deeds of darkneffe; and are acted by thofe Rulers of the darknefle of 
Ephef.6.12 this world, the Devils, whom they follow as they are led, 1 Cor. 12. 2. till they fall 
`° intoventer darkneffe, even that darkneffe beyond a darkneffe, ( as the dungeon is be- 
=xi7@ iča- ydnd, or below the .prifon ) where they fhall never fee the light againe, till they fee 
Tigo. allthe world on:a light fire. Ler thofe Lucifuge look to it, that love darkneffe 
better then light: for, befides what they meet with here, they fhall one day have 
Exod. 19.15. their bellies fullsofsit in that dungeon of darkneffe. 
Pofterevie 2" A day of clonds ard of thick, darkneffe,"| Caufed by that huge army of. Locufts, 
fummos fpar- S&C: Coming in great {warms, and darkning the air. 
gebat lumina as the morning fpread upon the mountains, } $. e. longe, lateque, far and neer, all 
montes Orta thé Countrey over, and that in an inftant : even asthe Morning fpreadeth abroad up- 
ae Ving. ontaifudden over-the tops of hills, though they be a great way off. Hereby isim- 
AÀ e Pòrted,that the calamitie here threatned, is fuch as they can neither avert,nor avoid: 
cacumina fole, Irretenfibilss eff, faith Luther, me 
Ovid, A great people anda ftrong,] So the Locuftsare called. See Chap. 1. 4,5, 6+ 
a not 
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not without fome refpect to the Chaldeans, that fhould afterwards carry them cap- 
tive, as Hierom here gloffeth. | p 
there hath not been ever the like,] fc. in the land of Judea, nor of the like conti- 
nuance. See chap. 1. 2, 3. 
evento the yeers of many generations. | Heb. of an age, and an age; fo Deut. 
32.7- Joel 3.20. This affureth us of the greatneffe of this peoples fin, fith they 
, were ue fignaliy punifhed : for God doth not ufe to kill fies with beetles, as 
they fay. = - 
Vaa 3- A fire devourerh before thim, and behiade them a flame burneth J Such 
wafte thefe vermine fhall make: like asit is faid of the great Turk, that where-ever 
ı he fets his foot, there never growes graffe again ; he doth fo ear up the countreys 
where he comes with his huge armies, And the late Lord Brook, in his difcourfe Pag. 47. 
of Epifcopacy noteth, that that unhappy proverbe amongft us was not for nought 
The Bifbops foot hath troden here. In Bifcay, a Province of Spain, they admit no 
Bifhops to come amongft them: and when Ferdinand the Catholike K. camein pro- 
greffe hither, accompanied amongtt others by the Bifhop of Pampelune, the people HeylGeog: 
arofe in armes, drove back the Bifhop , and gathering all the duft, on the which pag. $3. á 
they thought he had troden; flung it into the Sea. What fires they kindled here in 
Queen Maries dayes, devouring fix or feven hundred at leaft of Gods faithfull wit- 
neffes in five yeers fpace: And what work they made in our remembrance thorow- 
out the three Kingdoms, to the imbroyling of all, and their own utter ruine, I 
need not relate. That renowned Authour afore-cited, had told them time enough L 
(but that they were deftined to deftruction ) that if they forbare to touch the fia. diftoon of 
preme Authority of the Land, which they affected, it was but as once Mercury fpa- Epifeop.39, 
red ?upiters thunderbolts, which he durit not fteal, left they fhould roar too loud 
or, at leaft, burn his fingers. i 
The land ts as the garden of Eden, ] i.e. of all kinde of leafures and delights. inde. 
See Gen. 2.8. and 13.10. Strabo {peaks fpitefully of the land Of Canaan, if it ion 
were a dry, ftony, and barren countrey, not worth the feeking after, Rabfekeh 


. fhews more ingenuity then this, Strabus œ pravus Strabo ( as one therefore calleth 


him) 2 King. 18, 32. Tacitas commends it for a fertile foil: fo doth Pliny: but 


above all, the holy Scripture fetteth it forth to be Sumen roti s orbi ing Hej 
with milk and honey, &c. Exod. 3. 15. Deut. 32.13 nee ene Hee 


and behind them a defolare wildernelfe. ] Not fach a wilderne(fs ja- 
ftures, and habitations for balado ay I. 19, 20. ba ee aad 
therefore unhabitable, as under the Torrid Zone. No place can be fo pleafant but 
finne can lay it wafte. A fruitfell land turneth the Lerd into barrenneffe, for the 
wickednelfe of them that dwell therein. There is no foot-ftep left at this day of that Pfal.107.24. 
gallant Garden, planted by God himfelf: or if any,cecidit rofa, fit [þina ; the place 
remains in the upper part of Chaldea, but not the pleafancneffe of the place. The 
like we may fay of Sodom, of Jerufalem, of Greece, of Afia the leffe, of Germany, 
Ireland, &c. England hath hitherto fubfitted meerly by a miracle of Gods mercy, 
and by a prop of his extraordinary patience: The Lord continue it to the glory of 


Verfe 4. The appearance of them is as the appearance of horfes: and as horfemen 7] 
że. the Locufts, and other Infe@s come on amain : they march with much nimble- 
neffe and fwiftneffe. An horfe is a warlike creature, full of terrour: fo fwiftin Sarg TÈ mei 
fervice, that the Perfians dedicated him to their god, the Sun, as the fwifteft crea- xeon gs re 
ture to the fwiftelt god. See fob 4r: 20. Prov. 21. 31. In Perfia they do all, X¥7le. 
almoft on horfeback: they buy, fell, confer, but efpecially fight on horfeback to +” 
this day. So they did of old ; and fo did the Chaldeans, from whom they tookthe ` 


of the Revelation, the Pen-mar. vorrows all the elegancies and flowers of th 
g : e ofd 
Teftament, thereby to fet out the ftory of the New in Dee ages: as herehence 
the Popifh Priefts are fitly called Locufts for their numerofity and voracity, Rev.o.3. 
R 
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AA 
They are alfo likened unto horfes ( werfe 7. ) fed and fierce to run, and rufh into 
the battle, not without noife: Like the noife of a flame of fire that devonreth the 
fiubbie, Ecclef. 7. 6. Or the ratling of the jumping charet-wheels, Nahum 3. 2. 

as a ftrong people fet in battle aray, Ina bloody fight between Amurath the 
third, King of Tarky, and Lazarus Defpot of Servia, many thoufands fell on 
both fices. The brightneffe of the armour, and weapons, wasasit had been the 
lightning: the multitude of launces, and other horfemens-{taves fhadowed the 
light of the Sun: arrows and darts fell to faft, that a man would have thought they 
bad poured down from heaven. The noife of che inftruments of warre, with the 
neighing of horfes, and out-cries of men, was fo terrible and great, that the wild- 

Tark: hift. beats in the mountains ftood aftonied therewith: and the Tørki/k Hiftories, to ex. 

fal, 200. preffe che terrour of the day, vainly fay, that the Angels in heaven, amazed with 

that hideous noile, for chat time forgot the heavenly hymns, wherewith they always 
glorifie God. . i 

Verfe 6. Before their face, the people ball be much pained, } This is a confirma. 
tion ofthe former affertion: the people when they fhall fee thofe fwarnis of Lo- 
cufts, &c. muttering and marching in the air, they fhallbe much pained, ( as a tra- 
velling woman is) pangs and forrows fhall take hold of them, their faces fhall be 
as flames, E/ay 13- 8. for fear leaft they fhould light on their countrey, and lay 
all waft. 

alt faces fhall gather blackneffe. | Pallorem, palenefle, fo Caftalio rendreth it: 
ablackith lead-like-paleneffe, fuch as is on foory-pots. (the Originall here is, bath 

Nigvicanten gathered a pot, that is by ametonymy, a pet-like-blackneffe } See Nab. 3.10. Fer 

colorem figni- Zo, 6, Pfal. 68.13. where, by blackneffe ( fuch as flaves and fcullions contract by 

fearafercer, lying among the pots, and fmoky, and footy chimney-corners ) is fet forth che ex- 
ceeding great fear, and affliction chat Gods people are oft in: and from whence he 
gracioufly promifeth to deliver them that truftinhim. Such fhall not be afraid- 
whofe heart is fixed, trufting inthe Lord. It was fear that now caufed ( the naturall 
heat and the blood retiring to the heart, to receive it, asin a fudden furprize, the 
fouldiers run to the Caftle ) paleneffe and blackneffe of face. 1s was hunger after- 
wards, that burnt chem, Dest. 32. 24. and made their vifages blacker then a cole, 
(as Lam. 4.8.) or darker then blackneffe, as the Originall hath it. 
l Verfe 7. They fall run like mighty men, | Horribiles, fortiffimi ut Gigantes, 
Orcolamp. They fhall {trike terrour into others, as in the former verfe: burt themfelves, as 
Giants and Conquerours, fhall over-run all, with incredible {wiftneffe and prowefs, 
Strong fouldiers have ftrong finews: and thence their fpeedy marches, and quick 
difpatch. Afthel was light of foot asa wild-Roe. 4 bslles is every where by Ho- 
2Sam.218° mer called Swift-footed. Alexander the Great, being asked how he fo quickly 
mods Gyds. conquered fo many countreys ? anfwered, MuJty dvafantuerG, By my nimbleneffe, 
Cafar, in omnia preceps, faith Lucan, he pafled the ipes, and wasat Rome w the 
trice, asthey fay. His Word was, Veni, vidi, vici, I no tooner came, but I over- 
came. Heis faid to have taken a thoufand Towns, conquered three hundred Nati- 
ons, took prifoner one million of men, and tohave flain as many. Whata deal 
was done by fofbxa ina fhort fpace at the conqueft of Canaan ? Charles the fifth, 


Cuar.z, 


Commanders there, 28. Kingdoms, in 28. Battles. Bajazet the Great Turk, for 
his fwiftneffe and fiercenefle , was firnamed Gilderun, or lightning. To fuch 
i worthy Warriours, ready and fpeedy, prompt and prefent, are thefe Locufts, Gods 
j armed fouldiers, here compared, They baliran like mighty men, they foalt climbe the 
wall like men of War, that cannot be kept out, that will not be worlted. 

They foall march every one (Heb. man ) on his way, | though many, yet they 
fhail not one hinder, or hurt another, but hold a comely equipage, keep rank and 
file, obferve the lawes and rules of difcipline, and fo 


Taky. Hifi. 


Conjuntti pollent etiam vehementer inertes. 


They go forth al of thers by bands, or gathered together, faith Solomon, Prov.30. 
27. So do thofe Locufts in the Revelation: the Popith Clergie under their King, 
the Deftroyer, Rev. 9.11. Locufts they are fitly called, for their numerofity and 
voracity: 


Emperour of Germany, is reported to have won in the Indies, by his Captainsand . 


ee 
Cuap.2. the Prophecie of Joel. 
voracity. The Jcfuites alone have fometimes 200000. fchollars. And how they 
feed onthe’ fat and drink the fweet where they fwarme, who knowes not ? 
they pali itot breaktheir ranks] Or, Writh and pervert their paths, as Aben-Ezra sic or 
out ofthe Arabick idiom rendreth it. Hierom teftifieth that Heand others faw Abrab. ia 
in Judea woopes of Locufts flying in fo even an order, nue ne punčko quidem ant Comments 
angue teau(ver(odeclinent ad alteram, that you could not fay they brake rank at all; 
tanto crdine & dtl pofitione jubentis Dei volitant, faith He, fo ftrid and beautifuil 
difcipline there is in Gods whole army, to whom belong the fheilds of the earth, the 
Militia of the whole world. | ° 
Verfe 8 Neitber foall ane thraft another Or ffraiten another. The Greek word 
Adua to preffe and perfecute, feemes to come from this Hebrew word Daksg. The 
Prophet Rill alludeth to the manner of marfhalling armiesin fuch fort, as rhat 
neither may the fouldiers hinder. one another, nor the enemy have any advantage 
tobreak inupon them. Exercitus. palchre difpofitus, © amicis pulcherrimas vide- 
tur, © hoftibus inexpugnabilis, faith Zenopbon ; that is, A well-ordered army Tn Oeconom: 
feemeth both beautifull ro their friends, and invincible to their enemies. j l 
bey ball walk every one Heb. AMan, Mishty mas q. d. Hach locuft fhall walk 33 
and ftalk, as a ftrong lufty man in his trodden track, inthe path that God hath put vir validus - 
him into, and fhall hold to it. Mehllah Via 
and When tey fall spon the [word] Heb. the long fword, or javelin, they pak ia. 
wot be wounded: asifthey were unwoundable, or fhot-free, as the Poet fabled of 


Ackles, and asthe Perfians, vanquifhed by the Athenians at the field of Mara- 
thon, cried out 


Palay 3 


Barcusy, B JE NTp@omoey, & GoBeoprar - 
We fell them, yet they falt not: Wwe them wound, 
Aid think them dead, but they are [afe and fannd. 


Stobaeus; 


Ferfe 9 Tacy hall ”an to and fio) As fouldiers do when they have takena town 
by affault, and have leave to plunder. Ea vicloriam © hoftslem infultationem, faith 
Mercer here. Sce the Jively portraiture of Vidory and Triumph. ? 
they facil ra anon se xii] Atter they have icaledit (as afore) they fhall walk 
y ran upon it as Cong-terors, without feare of an enemy : Alexander the great would 
o fo. - f 
they foall climb up upon the houfes) No longer now the owners caftles : for 
they thall be territed out of their retiring roomes, or forced to doas Sardanapalus 
the Affyrian Monarch did ; who, ftraighted by the enemy, facrificed himfelf with 
his wealth and wenches co Valcanin a wood-pile, (as One phrafeth ir) in his royall 
pallace. 
they foall enter in at the Wwindowes, as atheef') whofe property is 1. to climb up 
fome other way, and not to enterin by the dore Job, ‘10, 1. death alfo getteth in 
by the windowesand that way entreth into palaces Jer. 9. 21. fo doth Satan (that 
theef of the truth, as Bafil calleth him ) wind himfelf into the fou! by the eyes, thole 
windowes of wickedneffe and loop-holes of tuft- 2. torifleand ranfack, and ieave 
little enough behind him. What clean-work thefe infets made, fee before chap.1.4. 
and rake notice what great matters God Almighty can do by the moft contempti- 
ble creatures, „Quid ciniphe vilius, faith Philo the Jew, what can be bafer thena 
loufe > and yet all the ftrengch of Egypt was brought down by that defp:cable 
vermine ? P/iay in his eight book and twenty fourth chapter tel’s us out of Mr. Clara exitié 
Farro, that a great town in Spain was undermined -and overturned by conyes ; documenta 
another in Theffaly by Moles: athird in France undone by Froggs: a fourth in fet ex con- 
Africa by Locufts : a fift in Izely by Serpents &c. Who hath not heard of Hatro, temnendis ania 
that mercilefle Archbifhopof Afents devoured by Mice, though he had motted M Phin, 
up himfelfagaintt their invafion in an Iland? God cannot poffibly want a weapon Cofmogy. An, 
wherewith to beat his Rebels. c Dom, 962. 
Verfe 10 The carth bali quake before them cxe.] Tragicts firnris calamitatem 
amplificat, faith Luther here. By fuch tragical tearmes the Prophets ufe to fet | 
forth an horrible defolation, fuch as firit the Affyrians and afterwards the Romanes 
brought upon the Jewes: the Turks and Saracens upon the Chriftian churches 
R32 ‘whether 
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Si allu ejns 
penitus igno- 
raffes, per lin- 
guam tamen 
militem efe 
diceres, ut qui- 
dam de Cafare. 
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whether there were any fuch earthquake or ftupendious concuffi 
bodies as is here defcribed, is secre siranne pres eee bode 
heaven and earth of the latt deftru@ion of Terufalem, as Chrift alfo had foret d 
In the dayes of Iaftinian the Emperour, the Sun for the greateft part of an site 
Bere fo i eine that it wa but equall tothe lighe of the Moon, the sky bene 
clear without clouds or any thing to fhadow it: i : 
famine, and much war anid bloodied. BES a es Onn a oo 
the Sux and the moon fhall be dark) Wondrous expreffions t i i 
wondrous ftupidity. The Hebrew Doċtors (and oe a toch due it 
not) allegorize the text ; and by the eavrh underftand the common people, b the 
heavens the Grandees, by the San and Moon the kins and kingdome, asb the 
Starres thofe of indifferent rank, all which are woe begone (as they fay) b fans 
of the prefent calamities: as when upon the death of Prince Henry Gien Brit. 
tain was faid to be all in black; and as Demades was wont to fay of the A: denian. 
nuaquam cos [apere nifi pullis veftibus indutos that they were never fo wite ‘as whe i 
they were in mourning weeds. i 4 
Verfe 11 And the Lord hall utter his voice before his army] Inthe head of his 
army, as Generals ufe to do for incouraging the fouldiers, A General fhould be 
like Qsintilians Orator, Vir bonus, dicendi peritus, both valiant and cioquent, as 
was Cato Cenforins, Optimus Orator, Optimus etiam Imperator faith Pliny : and 
Julius Cafar, and Hunniades, who were Mafters of fi pecch as well as men of their 
hands: So was Joab Davids General, of whofe fi peech to thearmy 2 3am 10. 12 
Pellican faith, Nox potuit vox Duce dignior cogitari, ^ braver fpeech could not have 
been uttered by the mouth ofa mortal. But here God himfelf xttereth bis voyce 
before bis army: for the Lordisa mas of war Exod. 15. 3. a Viétor of warres 
(as the Chalde there hath it) and what wonder fith the voice of the Lord % powers, 
full, the voyce of the Lord is full of Majefty. Pfal. 29. 4. hefetson and gives 
the fignal ofthe battel to thefe Locufts, he puts {pirit into them and cryes Com: 
rage, my hearts: and thence it is, ‘thatthey are fo valorous and viorious. 
_ for his camp is very great] His camp thefe Locufts are called, though they knew 
it nots He hiffeth forthe Hie of Egypt and for the Bee, that is in che land of 
Affyria. - And they thall come and reft allof them in the defolate vallyes, &c 
Efa. 7. 18, 19. The Affyrian, is the rod of Gods anger, and the ftafin his hand. 
I will fend him faith the Lord, againft an hypocritical nation, to avenge the quar- 


rel of my covenant. Howbeit he meaneth not fo, neither doth his heart think fo . 


&c. Efay. 10. 5, 6, 7. But it is here, as when in applying of horfe-lei 
the Phyfician feeketh the health of his patient, the feech oni the filing ot hal 
gorge. Almighty God ashe difpofeth and ordereth membra calicis & pulics, 
as duftin hath it, the members of the meaueft creatures: fo by the fame power and 
eai he aie all their motions, to his own glory. 
or he z5 frrong that executeth his word] Or, that thing is fron that x Lo- 
cuft, fet a work by God, thall do his will vigotonfly and noc Bing) as Fer ee 
a? 60) es ae with it, and none fhall hinder it. o 
or tie aay of the Lord ts great and very terrible] Tremble therefore and humbi 
ee this mighty hand of God : let this earthquake worke in you an TEA 
pee a Praag and calamities draw from you a /bower of teares, or at 
orm of fi or y : i í 
then funy fJ moa ii your fins: unleffe ye hold it better to be carnally fecured 
Who can abide it ?] Or elfe avoid it, otherwife then b 
; y repentance? Am.8. 12. 
Ey, rat oer nat man, from Gods anger to Gods pce. Blood-lecting isa 
. ee : hae : s a burn a cure againft a burn. Running to God is the way 
cn Fia i as to clofe, and get in with him that would ftrike you, doth avoid 
Verfe 12 Therefore alfo now Jaith the Lord i 
, ; J Now thoughitbe late firft, and, as 
hn a think, too late. Wow, though the dread full day of the Lord be eee neer 
at han Fi Phi though the Locufts be already come, as Kimchi fenieth it. Oh that 
ye ars ate at the laft iz thes your day of grace, the things that betong toyour 
Eas _ before the gate be thut, the draw-bridg taken up, the taper burnt out &c. 
ehold now ss the accepted time: behold now zs the day of falvatwn, 2 Cor.G. 2. 


The 


(Caar.2. the Prophecie of Joel. 
_ > s KAEA z < ~ 
The Apoftle ( after the Prophet Efay ) purpofely beateth upon the 72 sõ as if he 
fhould fay, Now,-or never ; ‘fitch chou miayeft, the very next minute, be cut off by 


the ftroke of death from all further time of repentance and acceptation. Up there- 
fore and be doing: Je isthe Lord himtelf. that: chus faith, 


197 


; . n Aè 
- Turn ye even tome, | Ufque ad me, altogether as far- asto me: give ‘not the Srilitia: fz. 


half turn onely: begin nor to repent, ‘and then: give over the work. Some are ever 

about co repent, bur they can never finde time,'and-hearts to fer ferioufly about ir, 

to do ıt in good earneft. . Some wamblings they have jas I may fay, and fome fhort- 

winded wifhes, fome kinde of willingneffe and vellesry, but ic doch not boyl up to 

the full height of refolution to return. The Prodigall changed many places, ere he. 
came home. Many came out of Egypt, that yet never came into Canaan. 

. with all your heart, | with the heart, per-:4.14. Prov. 23. .26. and with the 

whole heart, in oppofition toa divided heate, Hof. 10. 2..a double heart, 7am.4.8. 

a heart, and a heart, Pfa/. 12. 2. This whole heart, is.eliewhere called, a true heart, 


Heb. 10. 22. a perfect heart, 2 Chron. 16. 10. trth in the inwards, Fjal. 51. 6.' 
where there is an unfained faith, 1 Tim. 1. 5. Jaboriouslove, 1 Thef. 1.3. found - 


and cordiali repentance, as here, undiffembled wifdome, fam: 3.17. fuch holineffe. 
as rendreth a män like ro a chryftall-glaffe with a lighr in the middeft Of ic, doing ibe 
truh, Job. 3.2% - and having his works full, Rev. 3. 1, 2. being a true worfhipper,. 


fob. 4.24. an Lfraciite indeed, Job. 1. 47. Cod, he knows tote juft, and jealous: : 


he will not endure. corrivals, or compartners in ‘the kingdome. His jurifdiction is 
without peculiar: he will not-divide with the Devil. Be the gods of the Heathen 


per in miyi- 
vee. Sen: 


good-fellows ? faith One ; the nue God is a jealous ‘God, and will not fhare his. acme 


glory with another. Fe muft be ferved sxwe¢y, that there be no sulting ; and totally, 
that there be no balving. ae we a z: A, Tu ee 3 aren 3 
and with fafting, weeping, and with mourning. ] with -deep , and down-right 


humiliation, fucable to your fins as Ezr. 9. 6. ` ye have inveterate ftains ; fechas. 
will not be gotten our, till the cloth be almoft rubb’d to pieces. : Satan hath intrench- : 
ed himfelr in your hearts, and wall not be gotren-our, but by fafting and prayer... 
Fafting, is of it feli but a bodily exercife, and’ meriteth nothing ; for religion consi: 


fifteth not in meat and drink an the belly full: or empty, Rum..14. 67..Col.2.230° ii 


But fafting is a fin ular furtherance to the: practife of repentance, and.the enforcing 
of our prayers: . ee Eg”. 8. 21.. As.full feeding: increafeth corruption, /er. S. 7,8: 
foreligious Airftinence macerateth, cameth -and fabdueth the iebell Fleth, 1 Cor. 
9.27. giving it the blewseye,as there,and 2:Car:.7.11 -fo thar not the body: fo much, 
asthe foul is made more active: by. emptineffe. «:Fafting dayes are /ow/-farting dayes, 
they. tit men fot converfion as bere, and make much to the-humbling of the fpuric ; 


hence they arecailed dayes-of humiliation, and of felf-aifiction,. Leyst. 16. 31,2 


and 23.37. °° : ` : eigen put . 
bie afi weeping,( Drown: your fins iwa delage of teats; ‘cleanfe your wounds 
by wathing in this precious water: quench Belli fre wich it, kill che wo'mi, ferch 
out fins venome: there’s a healing property in thee troubled-waters. Tears-ofvine- 
bratichesare faid to cure che leprofie , and the Oliveis reporced to be moft teurctull, 
» when it moft diftileth. ‘I hefe’ April (howers ‘bring où May-Aowers; and'make the 
heart as a watered: garden ; or -as fome:faces.a ra moft oriéntty beautifull. , when 
moft bedewed with tears. Peter never lookt fo fweetly as. when he wepe bitterly. 
David never fang more pathetically then when his heart was broken moft .peniten«: 
tially, P/+2.6. and 51. when 'tearsini fteàd of gemmes were the ornament of bis bed, 


woomdlo, 


as Chry/oftom {peaketh. Mary Adagdalen (that great’ weeper ) asfhe madeher-eyes -_ 


a fountain. to wath Chrifts feet in, fo fhe had his wounds asà fountain co bath her 
foul in; yea fhe had afterwards'-the firft fight of-the revived P/anéx,; whom thee: 
held fatt by chofe-feet, that had:lately trod upon the lion; and theadder, &c. ` 
and with mourning. |: This is-added, as a degree beyond the former. -Men may 
faft, and yet find's’ err pleafnres,'E/.y 58.13. weep out of ftomack as Efun; or 


complement, as: Phryne the harlot, who was`firnamed: zaavaynse, weep-laugh, be- « 


caule fhe could eafily do either : ‘and as amohgithe: Brafileans, tears are for d- pre- 

ı fent falutation, and as foon gone, as if they had faid; How do ye ? ‘What is an ‘hum- 
bling day, without an humbled heart? not onely a religious iacongrairy, butan high 

_ provocation; like Ziasrs’s act, when ee were weeping, cared 
oe Ga 3 e 


Magirus in- 
Ge gr. Ue 


fieren aulos 


eridi re fuis. 
Ovid. | 


roie 


EA TEN EAEN E I et A E eT ES 


= ° 
i 


198 eAn Expofition on 
ea aiino 

the door ofthe Tabernacle. Here therefore the Lord calleth to mourning, funeral. 

Nudagque mar- mourning, as the word fignifieth : with tabring upon the breaft, Nab. 2.7, {miting 
moreis percuffi® on the thigh, fer. 31.19. beatingon the head, face, and other parts, ficut maliers 
pone palmis. cula in puerperio facere folent, faith Luther chere. See Efay 32. 11. and 22, 12, 
Iagloff. margin. Sorrow for fin mult not be flight and fudden, but fad and. foaking : the heart muft 
be turned into an Hadadrimmon, Zech. 12. 10,11. where the Prophet feems in a 
"fort, to be at a ftand, for comparifons fit enough, and full enough, to fet forth their 
forrow, who looking upon Chrift whom they had pierced, ferr the very nails fticke 
ing in their own hearts, as fo many fharp daggers, or ftings of {corpions. The good 
foul (fay the School-men ) feeth more caufe of grief for finning, then for the 
death of Chrift: becaufe therein was aliquid placens, Something that pleaferhs 
but finne is fimpliciter difplicens, fimply difpleafing. So that Gods mourners 
need not fend for mourning women to teach them to mourn, as Fer, 19. 17. but 
rather have need to be comforted, jeft they fhould be iwallowed up with over. 
much grief, 2 Cor. 2.7. and left Satan get an advantage again{t them, verfe 113 
by mixing the deteftable darnell of defperation, with the godly forrow of a pure pe- 
nitent heart, as Mr. Philpot Martyr {peaketh. l , S 
Verfe 13.. And rene your heart and not your garments, } i. e. not your garments, 
Schindler,  onely, which was geftus perturbatiows, among the Jews, a gefture ufuall wich ther, 
to fet forth the greatneffe of cheir grief and difpleafure; as 1. At funerals, and 

Tum pins Aine- loffe of friends, asGen. 37. 2. In cafe of blafphemy, as2 King.18. 3. Inume 
as bamerts ab- of common calamity, Efth. 4.1. Godly forrow for finne fhould exceed all other 
Sanaer eveken forrows whatfoever, both in intention, and extenfion: the whole foul fending con- 
a Den, tinuall ftreamsinto it. out of every faculty. And henceit is thar che Prophec here 
& tendere  calleth upon them to Rast, and as it were to difcontinuate their hearts, Cor iste- 
palmas. Vig. grum, cor fis fum, the broken heart is the onely found heart: and to rent the gar- 
Amis. ment, and not the heart, is as very a juggle as that of Players, who feem to wound: 
themfelves, but do not; and make'a fhew of chrufting chemfelves thorow their bo». 

dies, but the fword paffeth onely chorow their clothes. . Stage-players-can aå to the 

life chofe whom they perfonate ; yea out-{trip chem in outward actions : fo da hy- 

2 €ron.34.27 pocrites the true Chriftian. Doth good ofah melt at the menaces of the laws 
and:weep, and rend his clothes, and humble himfelf? wicked bab will, alforin: 

3 King.21.87. Jike cafe, rend his-clothes, put fackcloth upon his flefh, faft, liein fack cloth, and 
go foftly and heavily, as forrowfull men and mourners ufe to do. Doth the Públivi 

can fix: his eyes on the ground? thofe hypocrites in E/ay will hang down their 


AJ. & Mn. 


heads as-bulrufhes. Doth holy Zémethy weaken his-conftitution with religious. abs, ` 


ftinence?. the falfe Pharifee will not onely weaken his confticution, but wither and: 
dgavilvn, — diffigure his complexion, that he may appear to men to fait, Matth. 6. 16. Such 
pains men will be at for applaufe, for a little ftinking breath ; which yet cannot: 
blow one cold blaftupon them, when they fhailbe frying in hell for their emme 
neffe. Rent therefore your hearts, faith the Prophet :- break up your fallow-ground;i 
circumcife-your felves to the Lord and take away the filthy fore-skin of your hearts,» 
Jer. 4.35;4. waíh them from wickedneffe that ye may be faved, vere 14. Be ye! 
active, and voluntaries:in your forrows for finne. Virtus nolentinm nulla eff ; Faincda 
and forced grief is nothing worth. fda grieved, confeffed; reftored, and- yet’ 
mifcarried, He went not forth, as Peter, to weep bitterly: he did-not caft himfelf: 
into heavineffe, as:Jam, 4.9, 10. ‘It was fired out of him, as fweet-water out of 
rofes. lt was {queezed out of himy.as Verjuice out of crabs. Gods people are corte: 
manded to «ffs themfelves with voluntary forrows, Lev. 16. to loath themfelves- 
Rom,8.13, for all cheir abominations, Ezek. 16..t0 mortifie the deeds of she body by the fpirit,, 
todo it with their own hands: and-not-to give over. the prattife of it, till chey feel: 
their heartsto ake, and quake within chem, yea‘to fall afunder in their bofomes, 
like drops of water. See'all this done by David; after he had numbred the people, 
2 Sam.24.10. Some fhadow of it we have in the example of Epaminondas the’; 
Theban General, who the next day after the Victory.and: Triumph, went droop-. 
Plater; ing and: hanging down his head: and being asked, why he did fo? he anfwered,) 
Yefterday J felt my felf too much tickled with vain-glory : therefore 1 correct my: 
2 Sam.24.10. felf foritto day. But we havea better example in holy. David, whofe bearr [mote 


Expounded. bim, faith che Text, and madehim {mart inwardly. He was not yet {mitten, either: - 


by 


Cuap.2, 


` forward’:’ fith our Gad'isa confuming fire 


ee 


eee peel oe 


CuaP.2. 
by Gods hand, or the Prophets reproof ( as afterwards } but his fanctified confi- 


ence did its office of a faichfill Monicour, and hdufhold Chaplain : his heart mif- 
' savebim. Bee-mafters tell us, that thofe are the beft hives, thac make the greateft 
itoife. | Suteitisthat chat’s che beft confcietice, that fuffers not a man to fleep in 
fin. Davids beart {mote him. But for what ? for numbring the people. . Tt was for 
his own fin, for a fmall, for a fecret fin, for a failing inthe manner -only.. David 
knéw that aman may dye as well óf an inward bleceding, as of an outward hurt.’ 
, The good foul is oft afflided for faylings in that holy duty which others applaud 
and extol. And David faid inte the Lord: be could not rel till he bad opened 
his mind unto bim b ‘¢onfeffion and fupplication, and fo got a vent. to his troubled 
fpirit: as when a fore is opened, there’ is éafe immediately. To God therefore he 
addreffeth himfelf, not to men (as Judas did and Papiftsdd, and many amongft us 
being in.pain of confcience will rather fhark for ¢dfe, then fue for pardon, ) and 
acknowledgeth with aggravation the insqmity of Ls fin, the finfylneffe of it as . : 
Pauls exprellionis. Rom, 7. 13. (for fin is fo vile that ie could call it no worfe then Pral, 32. 3: 
by its ows name) J have finned grearly in that Lhave: done: his fin fwelled likea’ 
toad in hiseyes, and he {pat it out of his mouth. with utmott indignation. He còn- 
fefleth forrowfully, but not defperately, as Iudis: forthe both cryes for pardon. 
Take dwiay the iniqaity (for as for the punifhment how he togt affe@éd fee ver fe. 
17. Lit thine'band, I pray thee, be againft me, and my fathers houfe) and conclu- 
deth hitiif€lf Gods fervant, yea proveth hirfeli fo, ‘(as forne godly learned think,). 
by thole following words, For 1 have done foclsoly ; q: d. IFT deferve not to be 
called’ Gods fervant in regard of iny late fin (and indeed God calls itn buc plain ` 
David verfe. 12. Goeand fay so David, not to my fervant David, as at other 
times;) yet.at leait in regard of my later fervice of confeffion jayned with Refor- 
mation; for nowI fee Z have donè very foolifly; who once thought Ihad done 
wondrous wifely and politickly. Shain, ache Fie ok im 
and tur unto the Lord your God} Of turning to God fee at latge, the Noteon 


Zach. y. 3. Here it is prefcribed’ asa remedy againft Gods,wrath, and prefed’ 
again arid again, to thew the neceflicy of doing ii, or we arentterly undone.” So: 
cllewheré, Tarn you, tutn yon, why will you'dye? “except ye repent, ye muft needy 


perih. Ant pænitendani Ant pereandum, Either you muft tirni orn earth; or burn toh, 3.4 
in hell: be born again, or ye cannot fee the kingdomeof God.’ Heaven was too 
hot to hold thë Apoftate-Angels. And’ although the devill could get into paras 

dife : yet'no unclean thing ever gat into hegven.’ No dirty dog'may trample on, 

that golden payement. The parein beart only can [te God, ‘as whole eyes can look ` 

upon the Safi-beames, and as teanfpatent bodies receive the’‘light.” Fyra you there= | 

fore unto the Lord, If aman {cea Lion ora burnitig'fire before him, be willmake 
foie fhift'¢o turn another’ way. So here’: biaffe, tor there is 10 fafety in going’ 
ie sand as a'roating lio’ will tear, and 
rent the ‘cawle of our hearts in funder Hof: 13: 8. ifwe rent ‘not oùr hearts, and. 
turndnto hint. By turning may well be here meant Reformation, that Repentance, 
from fin (as Humiliation before required; isin fcriptute called Repentance for fin) for 
itis not enough to mourn, unleffe we mend alfo, to; bewail our'wickédneffe, but 
we mult embrace better courfes, 7er, 26 13, Efa..i-'18.\ Mat.. 3. 8. Rom. 12° 
9, & 13,11. Eph. 4.2%. God for this caiife gives us the light of Nature and Scrip- - 
ture, belides other meanes, and time enough. Had'he ‘given’ us but ‘one Prophet 
onely, and but forty'dayes, as‘he‘deale by Nineveh, we fhould’ have ‘done it as’ 
they did. How much more now chat wë abound with leifure (read Jezebels fin and” 
fentence Rev: 2, 21,) ahd have fo many Prophets rifing upearly and {peaking to us, 
Turn ye again now every one from hie evil way fer. 25. 4s §; what will become of 
us if we refufe to be retlaimed, hate'to be healed. This’ one Prophet ‘here fills his, 


mouth with arguments.  Firft, itis not.to a tyrant or a ftraniger that you are exhor- 
tedto turn, but to’ she Lord your Ged, to him that is your head, husband, father 
who hatcs patting away, having once betfothéd you to himfelF in tighteoufnelfe and 


ST aA nt 


lob, 83. 4 


in judgement, and in loving kindnëffe; and in cendér mercies Hef, 2. 19.. Next,” 

This Lord our God ss, for his {weer and patient natiire here fer forth to be Gratious, 

and will therefore love you freely Hof 14. 4. Merciful, and will therefore pitty | 

your mifery: Slow so anger, or not apt tefanff, but’a malfer of hri wrath Nab. 1 a J 
. ; an 


| maga paululum of his work only: and fo herepents tor, his people, when he feech their -power is 


= pe te 


<; ~hnExpofition on 


-and oùe that can bear more then any other whacfoever “dsc. 7. 17. : | 


Bagnal Che- 
mab. 


Pro peccato 


foppticti fatis 
efta pairi 
Ter ent, 


“And, of great. kindane fe} ‘or Muchin goodneffe, doing good to the.evill and ane 

thankind, as our Saviour yokes them. iy, 4 ees 3 eee 
ead repenteth him of the evil] A little punifhment being enovgh to a father for a 

great fault, Where note, that Gods repentance is not a change of his will,“ bur 


gone, Dent. 32. 36. when chereis dignas vindice nodus, an extremity fit tor die, 
vine power to interpofe : when the enemies are ready co devour the church or Sa- 
tan to {wallow down Gods child in defpair, his bowels work, he can hold nolon- ` 
ger, but cries §..ve my child, aye my church Ge. jer. 31. 20. then he fends out 
his ‘Mandamiis for deliverance, Pial, 44. 4. then hecomes. with his Non. obfante 
as Pfal. 106.8. Tfay. 57. 15 Now who would not return to fuch á God ? and 
whatheart can'refift fuch powertul] Khetorick ? An heape of words wa have here’ 
(taken for moft part out of Exod. 34. 6-) and all co draw out faith, ‘and-encou- 


_ tage thofe that have any mind to. look toward God. Itisno fuch eafie’ ching to 


' beleeve, .as fond folk conceit’; ` and to comfort a confcience caft down in the senfe 
of fin and feat of wrath zs no Leff dijficutr, faith Luther, then to. raije the dead from 
thé grave, \f men‘fear they {hall fail of mercy upon their return to God. Either 
they will fall into dedolency.or défpair, But perf{wade them once of the goodneffe 
of God, and it will lead them to repentance ; Kom. 2, 4. Let them fee that in 
their fathers houfeis bread enough, and they will home immediatly: that God 
will abundantly pardon, and he flall have fuicors great itore. Eja. 53. 7. The 
fwect and gratious nature of God fhould be asa perperuail picture in our hearts ; 
and an effectual motive to make men turn unte him. l 

Ferje 14 Who knoweth if he wih reinrn and repent Ge. J Hitherto the Prophet 
had argued’ from Gods gratious diSpofition: now here from his curteous and 
bounteous dealing with bis converts. PR A s Tat 

_ Who knumeth sf Gre.) This isnot the fpeech of one that doubteth and is ùricer- ' 
tain (as was tbat'of D..vid't:/ Sam, 12. 22, who.can tell whether God wall have 
riéfly on me,’ that the child may live? ) but of one earneftly affirming aad avoùch- ` 
ing, as was that’ OF Mordecai Ejth, 4. 14. And who kooweth whether thovare ' 


_ come:to the kingdome for fuch a time as this ? q. de ? Lis fure'thowart, Anditis’ 


“~*no'leffe fure that if men Turn to.God, he will turn to them Zach. 1. 3. and that’ 


Galvin. 


A Lapidein 
hee. 


whitherfoever ‘he comes, He leaves a blefling behind him. His favour is ño empty 
favout:' “it is hot like tLe wititer-Sun, that cäfts a goddly. countenadce on the 
edith, but gives little:heat and comfort God ever cones with his Corns-copia in’ 
hiš hand: and-his {teps drop fatneffe. Then fhallthe earth yield her increafé, and” 
God even our.own God fhall blefsus, faith the church P/al."67. 6. he wall do it 
the rather, faith our Prophet, ‘that his people may che more cheretully ferve him, 
when they fall have a meat-offeridg and a drink firin, et fic wianeat int. ger chl- 
taš ipfii, and fo te may have his dayly fervicé duely performed: for ‘of this _ 
the faints are moft folicitous: ` tt is theirdefire rhat God fhould be górified, rather 
then that themfelvés thould bë ¢raisfied, and ‘their own turns,ferved. = 
Verle 15. BLW the trumpetin Zun] thar'all may hear, and ‘convene: thofe 
of Jerufalemi in che Temple, and thé reit in their feverall Synagogues Lev. 23:31. 
for that yearly faft was ftandard to the’ reft, kept upon extradrdinary and emer- 
gentoccafions, as here, for the.prevénting ofthe fore threatened judgment, Pa- 
pifts appoint fet fafting-dayes as Lent, and Friday, in every’ week, Eves of holly- 
dayes &c. whether the times be clear or cloudy. A Lapide, alfo the Jefuite keepes ` 
a coyle againft Luther and the Centurifts, for ‘decrying’ their Popifh procefiions 
and publike Zetanies, which he thinks to be here and elfewhere authorifed. A. 


+ te@ifcourfe he giveth us here too,’ about the ufe and original of bells among chrifti- 


ans, ‘anfwerable'to trumpets amongft the Jeweés. A Sy mmift of his, Cenxalis Bifhop 
of daraxches, to prove their Pope-holy Church the true Chtirck maketh no mention 
at all either of Preaching or Sacraments : but producech belis tora fuffciene mark 
of the Catholke true church: we have bells faith he,whereby our A Temblies are ordi- 
natily called together: but the Lutherans have claps of hurguebnzes and pifiolers for 


Addy Mon, Tignes whereby they congregate: betwixt which and bells he maketh a long Anti- 


fol, 828. 


thefis > and therehence inferreth, that the church of Rome is the true church: A 
. . . ` > ' proper 


Crarz 


Cuar :¿2. the Prophecie of Joel. 


proper argument : and yet the man pleafech himfelf as much in it, as the fecond- 
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Councell of Nice did in their profound proofs for idolatry, which (as One well faith of: Prideanx, 


them) were fuch as that the Images themfelves (if they were fenfible) would bluth 
to hear repeated. 

Santhify a faf] See the Note on chap. 1. 14. Proclaimea religious abftinence 
from all kind of fuftenance (2 Sam, 12. 17. Lehn. 3.) fora feafon, either from 
morning till evening, as Pudg. 20. 26. 2 Sam. 3. 35. or from evening till eve- 
ning Lev. 23. 32. or longer as Efth. 4. 16. Aĉ. 9. 9. asthe hand and wrath 
of God is more or leffe felt or feared. But the leaft time that may be, isa whole 
day: thereis an old Canon, that our fafts fhould continue «/que dum Pelle in 

, cælo appareant till the ftarrs appear inthe sky. The very Turks,in their folemn fafts 
eate nothing all che day till night: yea fo precife they are, that upon their fafting 
dayes they will not fo much as wath their mouths with water, till the ftarrs appear : 
whith- maketh their. fafts (efpecially in the Summer, when the dayes be long and 
hot,) to be unto them very tedious. Chriftians hold and teach that nature is by 
fafting to be chaftifed, and not difabled for fervice: and that fuch as cannot faft 
fo long but they fhall either indanger health, or be unficted for the {piritual duties 
ofthe day, may eat: provided, that they abufe not this liberty to the fatisfying 
of the flefh. Coloff: 2.23. 1 Tim. 5. 23. 

call a folemn affembly| Seechap. 1. 14. with the Note. 

Verfe 16. Gather the people, Santlifie the Congregation cc. ] Let the Pricfts 
Gods miniffers fee to it, that the people come together : and for the better too, 
asmuch asin them lies. For they are to the people in place of watchmen, of Cen- 
tinels, of Embaffadors, and in Chrifts ows ftead, who feemesto fay unto them as 
Pfal. 50. §. Gather my faints together ugo mt, thofe that have made a Covenant 
with me by facrifice, that they may meet nie with intreaties of peace, difarme mine 
indignation conceived ayainft them, and quench the flame thereof with their tears ; 
not quench the fpiric in their teachers by their croffeneffe, and backwardneffe to 
bufineffe of this nature, ` 

affemble the Elders} Whether for age as Job. 15. 10. or for place of authority 
as lob. 7. 6. 1 Sam. 15. 30. Kath. 4. 4, Thefe muft be chief doers and moft 
forward at fafts, as was Jofhuah, Jehofapat, the King of Niniveh, Ezra &c. For 
1 they are moft guilty in regard of their years and their office which either addeth 
two wings to{their,fins viz. Example, and Scandal, whereby facile volunty non 
facile violant they fore much higher, and fly much further. 2 Their prefence, 
counfel, and countenance may bea great furtherance tothe work. See Ezek, 46. 

10. The Prince in the middeft of the people, when they goin, fhallgo in: and 
when they goe forth, fhall go forth. A Lapide faith, that the Elder fort are 
tomeet, becaufe they are leaft luftfull, and more prayerfull. Ie fhoald be fo I con- 
feffe : but how many old goats are there abroad,. that even hang over hell, which 
gapeth forthem ? and as the canker fooneft entreth into the white rofe, fo doth: 
ycotruption eafily creep into the white head. Hewasarare old man of whom we 
read, thac being tempted to fin faid, Nay: leaf he foould flain bis white bead. 

Gather the children and thofe that fuck, the brefts] For they are church-members, 
and to them alfo pertain the publike dangers and calamities: out of which times 
and cafes, children and Novices are not to be tied to thefe aufterities of religion, (as 
our Saviour fheweth Aat. 9. 17.) as little, asnew wine isto be put into old vef- 
els. Add hereunto, that the parents might by the fight of their poor children 
(fubje& to Gods wrath by their default, ) be brought to a further fenfe of their 
own finfulneffe ; and moved by their cryesand laments at ferventins orent, © plr- 
rent, to cry and pray more earneftly. ; 

Lee the bridegroom go forth of his chamber | The new-married-man was by the 
law allowed to cheare up his wife Dest. 24. 5. and therefore exempted from war- 
fare, and other publike imployments abroad Desr. 20.7 and the wedding-day is 
called the day of the rejoycing of a mans heart Cant, 3. 11. They were wont to have 
aweek of feafting at fuch times Gen. 29. 27. Fulfill ber week fc. of banquet and 
brideeale , asthey call it. And itis noted asan abfurd thing in Sampfons wife 
that fhe wept all the fevendayes of fuch a feaft, when mirth was fo much in feafon. 
Butis it a time for mento hang their hearts upon the merry pin, when God oe 

i them 
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them to hang up their Harps upon the Willow-trees ? when the fword is fharpe-. 
ned to make a fore flaughter, when it is fourbifhed and glitréreth, and contesiner 
the rod, ( i.e. leffer and lighter judgements, that ufually fore-run it ) thould we 
then make mirth? Ezek. 21. 10. Should men cat, and drink, and marry, and be 
merry, when to morrow they may look to die, and are already ftumbling in the 
valley of the fhadow of death 2 Such a thing the old world may do, buried in fe- 
curity, and tobe fhortly therefore buried in one univerfall grave of waters. But 
holy Nosh was vexed at it: and Ambrofe thinks ( not without reafon ) that during 
the time of the deluge, all che while that he wasin the Ark, hee came as Ettlear 
his wife, as Uriah did, while the Ark, and Judah, and Ifrael abode in Tents, and 
Joab, and the Hofte encamped inthe fields, 2 Sism. 11. 11. Nehemiah, though 2 
great Courtier, and the Kings Cup-bearer, could not but be fad, when it went iff 
with the Church: allcomforts then were but /chzCods to him, hee had no joy of 
them. Sorrow at fuch a time is better then laughter: for by the {adneffe of the 
countenance the heart is made better, Ecclef. 7. 3. Yhe mad world isa perfed 
ftranger to the truth of this facred Pofition, as having fo far banifhed fadneffe, that 
they are profeft enemies to ferioufneffe ; and ftick not to light a candle at the devil 
(as they fay ) for finfull lightfomneffe. But wo be co fuch mad Mirth-mongers, 
faith our Saviour, Luke 6. 25. and after him, Sc. Fames chap. 5. 1,5. and before 
them both, the Prophet Efay chap. 22. 12,13,14. and the Prophet Amos chap. 6. 
4,5,6. What fo lawfull as the ufe of the marriage-bed, Heb. 13. 4? and for 
whom more lawfuli, then for the bride-groom, and bride? Yet in a common cala- 
mity, and in a day of reffraint (asa faft-day is called, Joe? 2. 15. ) married couples 
muft abftain, 1 Cor. 7. 5. where the Apoitle fpeaketh of a publike faft, as Peter 
i themfelves, at fucha time. 
And itis fpoken of asa foul finne, Ffay 58. 3. bebold in the day of your fult, ye 
finde pleafure. Al fenfuall delights, though never fo lawfull_at other times, muft 
bee then fufpended aid laid afide: As mufick, mirth, perfumes, Dar. 6. 18. 
brave apparrell, Exod. 33. 4,&c. all ornaments ofthe body, fott-lying, 2 Sam 12. 
16. all cheerfulneffe and outward joy, Indg. 20. 26. t Sum. 7. 8. The Roman 
Cenfor punifhed one that fhewed himfelf vut of a window, witha garland upon 
his head, in the time of the fecond Punick war. : 
Verfe 17. Let the Priefts, the Minifters of the Lord, | Let not them be either 
dull, or dumb, ( as Popith Maffe-priefts with their dumb-thews :t divine Service } 
but as ( for their dignity ) they are the Lords Adinifters, (as hxewile tie good Ans 
gels are, and their ( fellow-fervants ) fo ( according to their aucy ) they muft be 
firft in holy exercifes : going in and out before Gods propie inthe perfore.ance of 
their cruft, and that worthy work of theirs, 1 Tim. 3,4. for che whichit y are to 
be very highly efteemed in love, 1 Thef. 5.13. Let Minifters therefore pray hard 
for their people, as did Aaron, Samnel, Parl, &c. Let their prayers (at Falts efpe- 
cially ) be well watered with teares ( thofe effectual! Orsroxrs, that cry to Cod for 
mercy, P/al. 39.12. as blood doth for vengeance, Gen. 4. 16. ) as theirs were Jaag. 
20. 23. and fudges 2. 5. and 1 Sam. 7. 6. and as Ezra, chap. 10. 1, and s:remy, 
chap. 9,1,and 13. 17. and why? but for corruption in Magiltrates, Miniiters, All 
forts; a gencrall defection drawing on a generall defolacion, Oh Jet Gods two 
faithfull witneffes be clothed in fack-cloth, Kev. 11. 3. teaching Gods people with 
many tears and temptations, both publikely and from boufe to boufe: yea, not cea fiig 
to warn them night and day With tears, to redeem their own forrows by found re- 
pentance. Ir is faid of Athanafius, that by his tears, as by the bleeding of a chát 
Vine, he cured the leprofie of that tainted Age. And of Leiher, that by his pray- 
ersand tears he had prevailed with God, that Popery fhould not over-run his coun- 


Atl. Gy’ Mon, tWey,during his dayes. When Iam dead, faid He, let thofe pray that can pray. Ader 


lantton, his Colleague, writeth, thatheconftantly prayed with abundance of tears: 
for he knew, that as Mufick upon the waters, founds farther, and more harmoni- 
oufly then upon the land : fo prayers joyn’d with tears, finde much refpect with 
Chrift; who could not but look back upon the weeping women, and comfort them, 
though he was then going to his death. 


between the porch and the altar, | This was that void place; where the Priefls 


prayed after the facrifices were offered, Ezek, 8. 16. As in man, there is Seay, 
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Sonl,and Spirit, 1 Theff.3.23. fo in the Temple at Jerufalem, 1. b 
$ > I. betw ? 
Porch, 4é#. 3. 11. and the Altar of burnt-offering, was the oie pte Se 
Chron- 4. 9. where the people met for preaching and prayer. Next. there ‘in 
fecond Court, for the Priefts onely: and here was the Altar of incenfe Luke ce 
10. Thirdly, the moft Holy place, for the High-prieft to enter once a year A 
17: 10. The firftis here fpoken of, the outer Court, where the priefts night hes 
beft heard to pray,and feen to weep ; and the people might comport, and fa 7 = 
the he rahi St. Paul counts no {mall loffe, 1 Cor. 14. 16 , ai 
and let them fay, Spare thy people, O Lord, &c.7] Othe i i 

ufually performed at publike fafts ; as Reading the L pap ree is 
pounding and preaching, Web. 8. 4,8. examining, cenfuring, and panne ts h 

finnes as then moft raigned, Neb. 9.2. Ezr, 9. 2a foh. 7. and 22. Bindin 5 ; 
felves to God by a Covenant of better obedience, Nehem. 10. 18 29, 30 Contri 
buting to good ufes, Efay 58.7. and 2 Chron. 31.3,4. But the chief bufineffe and. 
i. of the day xe as ride Prayer to God for pardon of finne. and removalt 

ame, and other 3 01 ; 
ot eae punifhment : whence alio it wa called, A day of Atonement, 
Spare thy people, O Lord, &c. Brevis oratio, fed tota affetlib d i 

Mercer, A fhort prayer, but very affectionate : "So are all ed ae : ae 
have fulneffe of matter, in fewneffe of words. Buam malta quam pancis t Ho y 
much in a little ! as Tully faid of Brutus his Laconicall Epiftle. See Numb 6. 
24,25, 26. Hof. 14.2. Luke 18. 13. Matt. 6. 9, 10, &c. which is both a prayer, 
and a pattern: asthe ftandard is the exa@teft meafure. Why then fhould an man 
e os ube forna, eats them idols, odious as fwines-fleth. &c? Why thould 
they fay, that the ufe of the Lords Prayer i -malif i 
to fpeak_ evil of good, &c. yer is the Note of a formalift > Is not this 
and give not thine heritage to reproach : J] Suffer us not, for our finnes, to be for- 


. ced by famine, to beg bread of our enemies the Ammonites, and Moabites : for that 


will reflect upon thee Lord, and turn to thy difho i 

thine heritage, couldft not maintain thy TERE eik Pe -s te tee 
14.11. 12, 16,17, &c. and Deut. 9. 26, 27,28. and learn to deprecate fhame and 
reproach asa fruit of finne, and a piece of the curfe, Dest. 28, Lev. 26, 1 Sam 
2.30. Beg of God; 1. To keep thee from reproachfull courfes, fuch as may 
expofe thee to the fcandall of the weak, and fcorn of the wicked. David is h 
inthis petition. 2. To hide thee ina pavilion from the Strife of tongues Pfal. ars 
20. either to preferve thee from afperfions, or fo to oil thy name that. the cay 
not fick. 3 Togivethee good repute and report among the bef. Twa God 
ane ea honour ; and he promifech it to all his, as a reward of religion, 

that the heathen fhould rule over them: ] It isan heavy ha i 
people, when Pagans or Papagans have P over then; h Š e p na 
Pfal, 79. 1,&c. and 80. 1,2, &c. and 137. 1,2,&c. Lam. 1.2 4 5. They are 
bloody in their pofitions, and dilpofitions. See Kom. x. 31. their Byrne is 
tyrannical, fach as the Spaniards is over the poor Indians, the Turis over Greece, 
the Rebels over the Englifh in Jreland, &c. The Saints alfoare. r. Confcienci- 
ous, and cannot yeeld to their unlawfull commands, asthe three children. 2. Zea- 
lous, and cannot but conteft, as Steven, Paul at Athens; the Martyrs. 3. Friend- 
leffe, and deftitute, Mart. 10. 16. as Paul afore Nero, Chrift afore Pilate, forfa- 
ken of all, Pray therefore as here, and prevent fucha mifchief by fhunnin. Ieru- 
falems finnes of ignorance, ingratitude, incorrigibleneffe, formallity &c aud b 
putting our necks under the yoke of Chrifts obedience obferving from the hart 
that form ef do@rine which he hath delivered unto us, Rom. 6. 17. 
wherefore fbonld they fay among the people, Where is their God? ] 9.4. Wh 

fhould they caft our religionin our difh ? why fhould they twit us with thy geplet 
of us? why fhould thy name be blafphemed, and thy power traduced, as it were 
= a publike theatre? This was that which moft galled thefe good fouls, ( as it had 
: t done David before them ) that God, with whom they quartered: armes, fhould 
e reproached for their fakes, and thorow their fides ; and his glory defaced. 'Fhis 
Was as a murthering-knife in Davids bones, P/al. 42. 10. and worfe to him then all 


the 
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ee a 
the evill that he had fuffered from his youthup. Our nature is moft impatientof, 


reproach : . for.there is none fo mean but thinks himfelf worthy of fome regard: 
and a reproachfull fcorne fhewesan utter difrefpe& which flowes from the very 
fuperfluity of.malice. You fhall find fome (faith Erafmus) that if death be threate. 
ned can defpifeit: butto bebelied or reproached, they cannot brook, nor from 
revenge contain. Gods people can bear wrongs beft of any : compell them to goa 
mile, thei’le be content, if it may do good, to go two, yeaas farr asthe fhooes 
of the preparation of the Gofpell of peace will carry them. Butif wrong be offe 
red to God, if he be any way difhonored, or his Name bored through by blafphe. 
mies, O whata ftomack they have prefently, and how bleffedly blown up arè they, 
with a zeale of Gods glory, which even eateththem up. 

, Verfe 18, Then will the Lord be jealous (or, Zealous) for his land] Then ditl 
citins ftraight upon't ; no fooner fhall you repent (as is prefcribed,) but the Lord 
will be jealous &c. Of Gods jealoufic for his people, fee the Note on Zech, 1.14, 
and8, 2. And of the happy effect of fafting turned to feafting, fee the Note on 
Zach, 8. 19. Sce alfo fudg. 20.23. Ezra. 9, 6. Dan. 9, 20. 2 Chron. 20, 
Bacah turned into Berachah: befides the conftane experience of thefe and former 
times, of the happy fucceffe and unmifcarrying returns ofholy fafting and prayer: 
no inftance to the contrary. God ufually anfwers his humbling people, as here, ac. 
cording to the defire of their hearts: neither fo only, but according to the requeft 
of their lips alfo. Pfal. 21. 2. he fits his mercy ad cardinem defiderii: and lets 
itbe to his, even as they will. They fay Spare thy people, and accordingly he 
will pitty or fpare his people, faith the Prophet. They would not have God to 
give bis heritage to reproach by infli@ing famine upon them, as if they ferved an 
hard mafter chat would affamifh them. To this God givesa full anfwer in the next 
verfe, Behold Iwill fend you corn cc. Again, they defire God to take care of his 
Own greatname, andto vindicate it. I will, faith God, by doing greateft things 


for you Verfe. 20. and by caufing the blafphemers to return and difcern that their _ 


Rockis not as your Reck, themfelves being judges: and thattoask, Where is now 
their God ? is as great folly, asif one fhould fay, betwixt the {pace of the new 
and old moon, Where is now the Moon ? when asitisnever neerer the Sun, 
then at that time. There are fome Interpreters of good note, that read this ver/e not 
in the Future, butin the Preter tenfe, thus, Thea was the Lord zealous for his land, 
and pittied his people, fc. when once he faw them ferioufly to repent, he didall this 
that followeth for them. Neither makerh it any thing againft this interpretation, 
that the repentance of this people, their affembling and fafting &c. is not recorded. 
For no more is it that Mofes went to Pharaoh according to Gods command,to threa- 
ten thofe {warmes of flies Exod.J8.20. or that Efay took his fon Shear-iafbub, and 
wentto Ahaz to confirme and comfort him, as God had commanded E/ay. 7. 
which yet we doubt not but the Prophet did. This is an ordinary Apz/iopi fis. 

aud pitty hes people) Or, (pare them, pardonthem, The word fignifics to thew 
mercy tohim whom by all right thou mayeft juftly deftroy Ezek; 5. 11, 1 Sam, 
15+ 3. Oh the divine Rhetorick, and omnipotent efficacy of Repentance | This 
is the rainbow,which if God feeth fhining in our hearts, he will never drown our 
foules. Dat penitentiam Œ poftea indulgentiam, He gives his people to repent, 
and then fpareth them as aman fpareth his own fon that fervetb him. But it is other- 
wife with thofe that partake not of the divine nature: they are fierce, and implaca- 
ble, as isthe devill, who workes effectually in them, as a fmith doth in his forge. 
Henry the fourth Emperour of Germany came in the middeft of a fore winter upon 
his bare feet, to the gates of the caftle of Canufivm, and ftood there fafting from 
morning to night for three dayes together, waiting for the judiciall fentence of the 
Pope, and craving pardon of him; which yet he could not obtaine by his own 
orothers tears, or by the interceffion of any Saint, fave only of acercain harlot, 
with whom the Pope was then taking his filthy pleafure. The Emperour miftooke, 
who thought that the Pope could be pacified by fafting and prayer. This God re- 
quired another kind of facrifice, then thefe. 

Verfe 19. Yea the Lord will anfwer and fay unte his people] He will fay it in an- 
{wer to their prayers (fee the Note on verfe 18.) Fear not my pecple, that ye fhall 


be a reproach among the Heathen : 
for 
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for Behold I will fend you] asatoken of my love; anda pledge of better biet 
fings. i eee: es 
Corn and Yoine and oyle] all that heart can with or need require, a fufficiency of 
outward comforts, and (ifnota fuperftuity, yet) an -honeft affluence.as Pfal. 23. 
5, 6. and boldaeffe to conclude from temporals to {pirituals, as there David doth - 
becaufe beftowed in mercy and as an anfwer to prayer: for God never faidto the 
feed of Jacob, Seek ye mein vain ( he fcorns that ) whether it be for Bona throni. 
or Bona fcabelli,as Auftin diftinguitheth, Good things of this life or a better, upper’ 


{prings or nether {prings, though we ask but the ene (as here) yet we fhall have ` 


both. Nay take two, faith He, as once Naaman did to Gehexi 3 take thy back- 
burthen, take even as much as thou canft bring faith to bear away. God deales 
with his fervants as the Prophet did with the Shunamite, when He bad her ask 
what fhe needed, and fhe found not what to ask, he fent for her againe, and makes 
hera free promife of that fhe moft wanted, and defired, a fon 2 King. 4. 16.'So 
oft God is pleafed to do for his fervants exceeding abundantly aboveall that they 
ask or think. David asked but life of God, and He gave him length of dajes 
forever, and ever, Pfal. 24. 4. This people prayed that God would not ( for 
that turn ) give his heritage a reproach among the heathen ; and He gratioufly pro- 
mifeth that he willnever any more make thems a reproach Œc. (fo they continue 
penitent (for Y here fignifies perpetuity,-as Mercer noteth ; and not for a time 
only, as Lyra would have it. l Bu Tae 
Verfe 20. But Iwill remove farr off fiom you the Northen army | fc. of vermine 
: ofthofe deftroying creatures that came from to the North. A% Aquilone nihil bons. 
was a Proverb amongft this people. God promiferh here to free them of that mig 
chicf: and to difimpefter thecountry of thofe noyfome Jnfeéts. Gratia privative 
ı plures funt quam pofitive, faith Gerfox, Gods privative favours to usare more then 
his pofitive: hence mans happineffe is ufually called alvation, which properly 
betokeneth the privative part thereof. Little do we confider or underftand “from 
how many deaths and dangers we are dayly and hourly delivered, Iris goodto 
keep a catalopue of Gods providences, and to tranfmit them to polteritie, fuck: ag 
was that of the Gun-powder-plot; and before that, ‘of che Reformation ‘Began b y 
Henry the eight, and carried on by his fon, to thé tidding of thé land of thofe pos 
pith Locufts; Which Reformation how imperfect foevér, to be done by fo weak 
and fimple meanes, yea by cafual and crofs meanes,: againft the force-of fo pniffant 
and politick an adverfary, is that'miracle; which we are in thefe times to look for, 
An out-lander fpeaketh thus of it, Ecc/efe Anglicane reformationem defperaffer żtas 
| preterita, admiratur prafens, obftupefcet futura, This was the Lords own work: 
and itis marvelous inour eyes. Oh thatthe fame Lord would be both Author and 
Finifher ! and as he hath in goot part cut off the names of the idols out of the land, fo 
that they fhall be no more remembred ; fo he would caufe the Prophets and the un- 
clean fpirit to paffe out of the land, that he would fend all falfe do@trine and heres 
fy packing to hell from whence they came, Fiat, Fiat. , ad 
and Will drive bimintoa land barren and defolate’) Or, dry and forlorn, where 
he hall perifh for want of food., The body of this Army thall be driven into the 
wilderneffe, the vantgard into the lake of Sodom toward the Eaft : and the rere- 
ward into the Mediterranean Sea, toward the Welt; forthe Weftern Ocean was 
hardly known to the Hebrewes: as neither wasitto the Romane, ‘till the dayeés 
of Pulius Cefar. l Can 
and his ftink foall come up, and bisill favour cc. J] fe. by reafon of their dead 
carcaffes covering the earth, and infecting the ayre. ` fhe old' Hebrewes undér- 
ftood this text concerning the deftru@ion of the devill in the dayes of the Meffias, 
Oh that God would once deftroy that firft-born of the devill, that X ing of Locufts, 
Abaddon, the Pope, and dung his vineyard with the dead carcaffes of his incurable 
com plices, that their ftink might afcend, and-their ill vour come'up into all mens 
noftrills. AZattbew. Paris (an ingenuous Papift) fpeaking of chetourt of Rome 
long fince, faid, Hujus fator u/que aid nubes fmm teterrimum eichalabat, Her file 
thineffe hath fentup a moft noyfome ‘ftench to the very clonds-øf-heaven, as So» 
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doms did? And Theedorcus Vrias (‘another of her-gdod fonsin Germany ) còm- ` : 


Plained Anno 1414. that the Church of Rome was becomeex.anrea argentei, ex ara 
$ i genten 
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-_—— - F * - Se its a ue an eae 
gentea ferream, ex ferrea terream, fupereffe ut in flercus abiret, of gold filver, of 
filver iron, of iron earth, and that fhe would next become of earth dung, &. 
Sheis fo alread:,, and ftinks alive worfe then any carrion, rotting in its flime. Oh 
thar God would once put into the hearts of the kings of. che earth to loath her, and 
bura her, for an old {tinking baud, as is prophecyed they fhall, Rev. 17. 16. 

` -becaufe he hath dene great things, | Heb. he bath nist to de, he hath made 


great fpoil and havock, he hath revelled in the ruines of Gods poor people, and fo 
hath haftened his own deftruction, and their deliverance. The Saints are many 


` times more beholden to their enemies outrages then to their own deferts, or duties 


ó tellus culta. 


Spem mentita 
Seges. Virg. 
Villum feges 
agra negabat, 
Horat. 


I Petrs. 


Aug. Enchir, 
hap. 32. 


for deliverance. ‘Some Interpreters, as Caffalio, Leveley, Gc. underftand the 
Text, of God: and render. it, Quia magnifice ager, for the Lord fhall do great 
things, asit is alfo inthe following vezfe: there being here the fame anomaly, or 
change of perfon, asis E/ay 22.19. Aud J will drive thee from thy flation, from 
thy -fiate foall be pull thee down. i 

Ferfe 28. Fear not O land, | O red earth, or O tilled land,that haft layen bedrid- 
den, asit were under the heavy curfe of God,ever fince the fall of Adam: and waft 
never beautifull, or cheerful fince that time, Gen.3. 17. Thou that haft lately been 
under that great and very terrible day ofthe Lord, Joe/ 2.11.who hath made bloody 
wails upon thy back, ard laid theeasa defolace wildernefle, verje 3. to thy great 
grief and terrour : Cheer up now, and fear not. Thine inhabitants are Pænitents, 


, and Repencance hath turned their croffes into comforts ; as fcarlet pulls out the teeth 


, of aferpent.; as wine draweth a nourifhing vertue from the flefh of vipers, as the 
Philofophers-ftone, they fay, turas all into gold. See x Pee. 1.7. God will turn all 
thy fadneffe into gladneffe: neither fhalt chou any more Zye to thofe chat manure 
thee, (asthe Scripture phrafe is, Habsk. 3.17. ) that is, difappoint, and fruftrate 
their expectation: but thine enemies fhall be found liars unto thec, Dent. 33.29. 

_. for the Lord will do great things, | Adagnificentins aget Dens: far greater things . 
Gad'will do for thee, fea the Locuft hath done again{t thee: fo chat thou fhalt 
gain by chy loffes, and fay, Periifem nifi periiffem, 1 had been undone, if I had 
not been undone. Wherefore be glad and rejoyce with inward and outward joy. 
And becaufe :Fear is a paffion oppofite to Joy, (for fear hath torment, 1 Fob. 4. 18, 
and that was.arare mixture inthofe good women that returned from our Saviours 
fepulchre with fear and great joy, Mat. 28.8. See Pfal.2. 11.) therefore, Fear 
not, O land, quit thine heart. of that cowardly paffien, and be as merry as mirth 
can make thee; forthe Lord bath done great sings for thee, whereof thou baft 
good caufe to be glad. Faith in Gods Power quelleth and killeth diftruftfull fears: 
filling the heart with unfpeakable joyes, and full of glory: . 5 
: . Ferfe 22. Benot afraid, ye beafts of the field, | q.d. Ye fhall have no caufe to 
fear for the future : though hitherto ye have fuffered hardfhip,Chep.1.18.Beafts and 
birds do in diem vivere (as Qnintslian faith of them ) and take no further thought 
then for prefent fuftenance. But by a profopopoeia, ( as before the land,fo here) the 
beafts that till it are forbidden to fear want ; for God, the great Houfe-keeper of 
the world, will.provide them their meat in due feafon, P/al. 104. 27,28. and feve- 
rall meats according to their feverall appetites. He. will hear the heaven, the hea- 
ven fhall hear theearth, the earth fhall hear all kinde of fruits, both naturall, as 
herbs of the field, and graffe of the wilderneffe, and fuch as are fowen and plan- 
ted, as wine, oyl, figs ; fo that neither man nor beaft fhall want any thing s4 cfm, 
vel ad ufum, but have plenty without penury, &c. It fthall be faid of Judea, as So- 
dinas faith of Spain, Ja Hifpania nihil infrattwofxm, nibil fterile, that there is no 
unfruitfulneffe tn any part-of it: or, as it is faid of Campania in Italy, that it isthe 
moft.fruitfull Plar of earth thar isin the Univerfe. oO 
_ the fig-tree and the vine, } that before had been barked, and wafted, chap. 1,7,12. 
‘do yeeld their firength. ) ie~. their utmoft fruits ; which they could not do without 
God, into whom therefore the. Prophet Mofea rightly yefolveth the genealogie of 
corn, wine, oil, 8c. Hof. 2:22. Ie is no otherwife with us in {pirituall regards. For 
though we have grace, yet wecannot bring forth chat grace co act, without new 
grace: like as;trees, though they be fitted to bear fruits, yer, wichouc cheinfuence 
of the heavens, they cannot put forth chat fitnefle in fruit. Nolentems prayepit Dens, 
at velit: volentem {ubfequitur, ne fruftra velit, ke ie che by A 
erfe 


Cuar,2; 


Cuar.2. the Prophecie of Joel. 


Verfe 23. Be glad then ye children of Zion, | ye righteous Ones, Pfal. 32.11. 
and none elfe: for joy is the Juft mans portion, and none have any reafon to re- 
joyce but fuch : nay they are flatly forbidden it, Hof.g 1. See the Note there. 
Let Hracl rejoyce in him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyfull in their 
king. Let che Saints be joyfullin glory, Gandeant inre, gandeant in (pe, gande- 
ant de polfeffione, gaudeant de promiffione, faith Bernard. If Plato could tell the 
Moficians, Philofophers knew how to.dine and fup without them, they could bee 
merry without @fidler: how much more may Zéons children ?. Be it that there is 
a cord inthe finne of the wicked. (to ftrangle their joy with ) yer the righteons fing 
and are merry, Prov. 29.6, Inthe greateft fail of all outward comforts, they can 
rejoyce in the Lord their God, as here, and as David at the fack of Ziklag , 1 Sam. 
30.6. and Habakkek, amidft all the miferies of the world, and malice of Satan, 
Habak, 3.17. Itis inthe Lord their Gad that they rejoyce ; itis an holy and {piri- 
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Pfal. 139.25; 


tuali joy, not profane and carnall, as is che worldlings, who feedeth upon ahes, ` 


&c. Efay 44.20. rejoyceth in a thing of nought, 4.6.13. his joy isno better then 
a little counterfeit complexion, crackling of thorns, &c. 

For he hath given yon the former rain moderately, | asa pledge of his love, and 
as a fruit of che Covenant. Moderate fhowers ye fhall have, neither too much, 
nor toohaftie: rain of righteonfnejfe, in fuch meafure and moderation, as thall be 
needfull. a 

and he will canfe tocome downe for you, | The vanities of the Heathen cannot 
giverain, Jer. 14. 22. nor can the heavens yeeld fhowers. God therefore muft be 
waited upon, fan. 5.7. and prayed unto, verfe 18. and the thundring Legion fo 


brutifhnefle and inadvertency, as fer. 10. 13, 14. 

the former vain, | that fell in October, when they had fown; Saint ames calleth 
it the morning-rain, chap. 5.7. andthe latter rain. | Heb. the gathering rain, be- 
caufe it fills and fits the corn for ingathering: as falling about May, and a little 
afore their harveft. J» the firft ] not moneth, but priwso quoquo tempore, as foon 
asis fit. See Zech. 10. x. with the Note. 

Verfe 24. And the floors fhall be full of wheat, ] Sach fatnefs fhal! Gods foot- 
ftepsdrop, that your houfes fhall be full of all precious and pleafant riches: fo that 
you fhall, (asrich men love to do ) de pleno tollere acervo. Onely take heed you 
have not, as that rich fool «imam triticeam, a wheaten foul, that your abundance 
get not within you, as the Pharifees did, Lvke 11.41.(fo that they did not more pof- 
felfe, then were poffeffed by what they had) that ye fet not your hearts upon your 
riches, P/ad. 62, 11, 


---dificile eff opibus non tradere mentem, 


and the fats [hall overflow. | There fhall be plenty ofall things, (as Prov.3.20.) 

the fruits and effect of that rain promifed before. And doth not God daily turn 

(water into wine, when of water falling upon the vine, and concocted by the heat 
of the Sun, he produceth the grape whence wine is preffed ? 

Verfe25. And I will reftere to you the yeers, &c. | 1 will fo make up your former 
foffes, that there fhall remain no figne, nor fenfe thereof. See alike promife, Zech. 
10. 6. they fhall be as though X had not caft them off, with the Note there. Seg 
alfo Efay 60.10. 


$ : : : : K ee 
famous in Church-hiftory. He muft not have caufe given him to complain of mens fe ae 


Tedosuovi 


Prov,24.4) 


LE 


an 


2yeyree | 


Martish, 


my great army, | fe. the locufts: fee above verfe 2, 5,11. God is Lord of Magileh — 
Hofts, and (asthe Rabbines well obferve ) he hath the upper and lower troops ; as <be/otb Mare 


his horfe and foot ready preft. 
Verft 26, And ye foalleat in plenty and be fatisfied, | which, what a great blef- 
fing it is, fee Hagg. 1.6. with the Note ; and Ecclef 6, 1,2. with the Note, 
and praife the Name of the Lord your God, |. Not haunch up Gods creatures, as 
{winedo fwill: but, rafting the fweetneffe of the Creatour in them, lift up many an 
humble, joyfull, and thankfull heart to Him, This was.better then the former blef- 
fing: for naturally fulneffe breeds forgetfuinefle of God, Dest. 32. 15. 
That hath dealt Wwonderoufly with you, | Heb. ad mirificandam, fe: in fo fuds 
den and ftrange a change of his hand. whereby he hath made himfelf maraen 
S2 as 


teb chelath, 
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oye ee oe 
eAn Expofition on Cuar., 
Bee a e 
as he delights to do by working wonders, fuch as mans power connot perform, nor 
reafon reach unto, 
and my people foall never be alhamed} As they have been among the heathen ver 
19. and as thofe are that pray co no purpofe. Deo coxfifi nunquam confifi. Their 
faith is unfained, and therefore their hopes unfaileable Rom. 5. 5 
Verfe 27. And ye foall know that am in the miè ft of Jfrael] Thefe temporali 
bleflings fhall feal up my love to yonand prefence of grace with you. True itis 
that no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them Eccle/. 9, 1. 
becaufe all things come alike to all verfe. 2. But yet from this text we may com. 
fortably conclude, that if the good things of this life make us more cheerfull, thank. 
full, hopefull: if Mercy excite us to duty, and the fenfe of Gods love makes us love 
God, his wayes, and people, with adefiretolove them more, then we are loved 
of God, who is in us of atruth4a Job. 4. 10, 19. and we may know it too. For 
ifinftin& of nature teach dammes to know their young ones, and the young their 
dammes : fhall not Gods fpirit teach us to know him, that he isin the middef? of us. 
not by his omniprefence only, but by his gratious prefence ? yea that he is the Lord 
our God, and none elle; and that, while we hold us tochis anhcor-hold of the 
faithfull foul, we fhall never be afhamed Pfal. 31. 1. That wasa brave {pecch of 
Luther, and one of thofe that a man would fetch upon his knees from Rome or Jerma 


Job, Mant.loc. falem to be author of them, Ipfe videret ubi anima mea manfura fit, qì pro ea fre fon 


com. pag, 145. 


Luk. 9. 
2 Tim. 1.7. 


Bern, 


a Cor, 3. 38. 


Funce. 
Chronol. 


licitns fuit, ut vitam pro ea pofuerit, Let Him fee to it where my foul fhall reft, who 
took fo much care for it, as chat he laid down his life for ic. 

Verfe 28. And it foall come to pfe afterwards] fc. Inthe dayes of the Meftiah 
(which is called the world to come Heb, 2. 5. ) but efpecially after his Afcenfion: 
fee Ieh. 7. 37. AE, 2, where this prophefie was fulfilled, and this place taken for 
the firft text preached on by the Apoftles, verfe. 17. tothe converfion of three 
thoufand foules at one fermon. For together with che word there went forsha 
power, even that Spirit of power, of love, and of a fonnd mind, here promifed to be 
povred ont, not diftilled only ( fee the Note on Zech, 12. 10.) and that spon all 
fick, Spirit upon fico, the bef thing upon the bafeft: yea spon all fle, without 
refpect of perfons, or difference made of fex, age, or condition: “provided that 
they know and acknowledg themfelves to be but le Gen, 6.3. corrupt and carnal 
(animas etiam incaraavimus, as an Ancient complaineth) and that whatfoever is of 
the flefo is flefo. Ioh. 3. 6. (for who can bring a clean thing out ofan unclean ? ) 
that whole Man is in evill, and whole evillin Man; neither can it be gotten out in 
any meafure, till the heart be mollified and made tender as fefh Exch. 11. 19. and 
36. 26, 27. which cannot be done till men be taught of God, and drawn outof 
darkneffe into his marvelouslight : till they be fpiritualized, and transformed into 
the fame image from glory to glory as by the [pirit of the Lord. . 

and your fons and your daughters foall prophefie] This was fulfilled AE. 2. as St, 
Peter fheweth. Forthe new Teftament is but the old unfolded and fulfilled: as 
was alfo typified in the two Chernbims of the fanctuary, looking intently into the 
Propitiatory ( Chrift Rom. 3.25. ) but with their faces turn’d one towards another 
Exod. 25. 20. See Ac. 26. 22. It was fulfilled, I fay, in that vifible defcenfion 
of the holy Ghoft upon the Apoftles and thereft Ai. 2. Act. 8. 15, 17. and 10. 
44. So that this makes nothing at all for the Enthufiafts raptures and dotages: the 
true offpring they are, of thofe ancient Exchites or Meffalanii, who, leaving their 
trades, gave themfelves to much fleep, and called their dreams and phantafies pro- 
phefies, Asno Dom. 371. 

Jour old men foal dream cc. your yong men fhall fee vifions] i, e. God willno 
lefs open his will unto them then he did of old to the Prophets by dreams and vi- 
fions: for, by the conduct of the Spirit, they fhall be led into all truth and holi- 
neffe: they fhall be alla royall Priefthood 1 Pet. 2. 5. Rev. 1. 6. full of all good- 
neffe, filled with all knowledge, able alfo to admonith one another Rom. 15.14. 

Verfe 29. And alfo upon the fervants] they fhall be the free-men and women of 
Jefus Chrift1 Cor. 7. 22. by as full a meafure of Gods free and noble Spirit be- 


{towed upon them as upon their Mafters and Miftreffes. The Trent Tranflation. 


hath it, apon my fervants and my bandmaids. But there is no fuch pronoun in 
the Original, though itis true, that all that have the fpirit are his; and the con- 
trary 


Es 


CuHar.2. the Prophecie of Joel. ` _ ato 
trary Rom. 8, 9. Eph, t. 13- The fcope of the’text is ( as Mercer well noteth, |} 
to thew that se gratuitum Ó- commune Chrifti beneficium, fic & fpiritus, as the 
benefits of Chrift are frée and common to allhispeople, fo isthe Spirit.. And fare- 
Jy, next to the love of Chrift in dwelling in Our hature,” we may well wonder at the 
love of the holy Ghoft, that will dwell in our défiled foules, and aĉ in them, as 
he doth. For there are diverfity of gifts, but the fame Spirit 1° Cor. rr, 4..as the 
divers fmels of fowers.come from the fame influence : and the diverfe foundsin the 
organ, froin the fame breath. . S EAR a d N 
5 vrje 30. And I will foew wonders inthe heavens] Prodigia beneficiacredentibns a Lapidi. 
malrica © horrifica incredwlss, faith Cornelius a Lapide, who interpreteth the tert 
of thofe fignes and wonders that fhall precede the day of judgment : ‘and for con. 
firmation hereof alleageth chap, 3. 2. roeier with Mat. 24. 29, Lak; 21. 25: 
And had he looked a titele higher into thofe chapters, and taken in all the troubles 
that befelltbe Church from our Savioursafcenfion to his fecond-comming, together 
with tho horrible calamities and confufions that fhall befall the wicked, for con- 
tempt of the Gofpell, and perfecution of the profeffors thereof, he had done right, 
in mine opinion. tis ordinary.with the Prophets to fet forth horrible coramotions 
by fuch figurative expreffions, See Jer. 4,23. &c. Hay. 13. 10. Rev. 6. 12 
Thofethat have received the Spirit of Adoption, muft not dream of a delicacy, but 
expect perfecution. Chrift came. to fend fire onthe earth Lak. 12: 49. Neither 
may Perfecutors hope to efcape unpunifhed, but look to be purfued by divine ju- 
fice. Seethe Noteon Rev, 6. 15. How heavie was the hand of God upon Jeru- 
falem that flaughter-honfe of the Saints; and. afterwards upon the Ten Perfecutors: 
of Rome 3 1 Nero € whom Tertullian rightly calleth Dedscatorem damnationis 
Chriftianorum,. quippe qui orientem fidem primus Rema cruentavit, the firft bloody. 
Perfecutor of the Chriftian religion ) Joft thirty thoufand of his fubje@s by the 
peftilence, had his army utterly routed and cut off in Britanny : both the Arme- 
nia’s revolted from him: the Senators rofeup againft him, and compelled him to 
be his own deaths-man. 2 Domitian was butchered by his fouldiers. 3 Trajan dy- 
edofadropfie. 4 Severus dyed miferably hereat York. 4. Maximinus, with his 
fonn, was cutinpeeces. 6. Decinsdyed in afare country. 7. Valerian was flea’d, 
by Sepores king of Perfia, who took him prifoner. 8. Aurelian was fldin by his: 
ownmen, 9. Dioclefian poifoned himfelf.. 10 Maximian hang’d himfelf What 
fhould I {peak of Pulian, Anaftafins, Heractins &c. The French perfecutors, Frax- 
essthe fecond, Charles the ninth, Henry the third, the Guifes &c, Philip che fe- 
cond of Spain, who returning out of the Low. countries, felt intoa ftorm; and: ©- 4.. 
faffered fhipwrack to the great danger of his life ? He faid he was defivered by the ee of Cenne: 
fingular providence of God to root out Lurherani/me, which he prefently began go’ f Trent. 417, 
do, witli alt his might. He afterwards died miferably of the loufie' difeafe. Q, 
Mary died ofatympany, or elfe of griefof heart for K: Philip’s unkind departure, Speed, 
forraine loffes, Callice furrendred, hurt done by thunders from: heaven, and by oT 
fire in theroyal navie, extream dearchs raging, her conceptions fayling &c. What 
heavy judgments befell divers particular perfecutors of thofe times, Poole, Gardiner, 
Bonner, Morgan, Story, Burton, fee Acts and Mon. 3902. 1 904. Ge. TOIS 
George Eagles (alias J rudgenover the werid) having hid himfelfin-a cornfeild, was, ere 
for mony defcried by one. Ralph Lurdain, and burntat Chelmsford: where after- ioe a 
wards the fame Lardain was hang’d for ftealing an horfe.’ TE paemene Ep 
blood and fire Ge. ] Signes terrifying, and teftifying the wrath and difpleafure 10 Read, ~ 
of God for the finns ofmen, and-fuch.a face of the whole Fabrick of the Vniverfe: 
asthat all the parts thereof may feem to have confpired for the deftruction of man- 
kind. Before the warr betwixt Pornpey and Cefar, the fea {eemed to be bloody. 


~ Swperique minaces Lucan: lib. f3 
Prodigtis ferras implerant, ethera; pontum P Li 
i Jgnota obfcure viderunt fydera noctes, aa bellum Soila 
Ardentemaq; polum fammi, cælog; volantes = 77 “pracefersnt. 


Obliquas per inane faces— 

Fulgura fallaci micuernnt crebra fergno, 

Et varias ignis denfe dedit aere formas,” 
Sa eT: Before 
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eAn Expofition on Crar.2; 


pop re aT E ener 
Before Cefars death not only drops of blood fell from heaven, but alfo pits and 
pooles flowed with blood. 


—~puteique cruore Mutat 


In the year of grace 874. at Brixia, in che enterance of /taly,rained blood for three 
dayes and three nights together. Inthe yeare 1505. there appeared in Germany 
upon peoples garments, and womens rocks asthey were fpinning, diverfe prints 
and tokens of the nailes, of the fpunge, of the fpear, of the Lords coate, and of 
bloody croffes &c. Adaxemilian the Emperour had and fhewed the fame to Fran 
cis Mirandule; who wrot thereupon his book called Stauroftichon, wherein are 
thefe verfes, s 


Nonignota cano, Cafar monftravit : & ipf 
Videmus: innumeros prompfit Germania teftes, 


Jtis noe many yeares fince a fhowre of blood fell about Glocefter, ifour intellie 

gence deceived us not. Such prodigies are uiually fad prefages, nec inania terricula- 

menta haec effe, res ipfa teftarwr, faith Gualther here: and event proveth that thefe 
are no vainefray-bugs. By fire here, underftand thofe terrible flaming appariti- 

ons in the ayre, lightenings, comets &c. portending lamentable calamities, 

Such there were to be feen (as I have heard from eye-witneffes ) on that very night 

wherein the Powder-plot was detected and defeated, in a very terrible manner. 

And fuch were thofe Meteors in the likeneffe of fiery ferpents , that fell here Anne 

788. before the Invafion of the Danes: whereunto we may adde the new-ftarre. 
that appeared in Caffiopeja in November 1572. and continued fixteen moneths: 

foon after which Charles the 9 of France ( Author of the Parifian Maffacre ) died 

of exceeding bleeding at feverall parts of bis body, inter harribilixm blafphemiarum 

diras, faich-the Hiftorian, cucfing and fwearing. And laftly that ‘prodigious Co- 

met Anno. 1618. forerunner of the German warres, and our late troubles; what- 
ever is yet behind to be fuffered by us. Certainly if the forcerors of Egypt were 

amongit us, ‚they would wonder at mens ftupendious ftupidity, and tell them that 
thefe extraordinary occurrentsin heaven and earth were the very finger of God, for 
their warning. ere , AS N l 7 

_ and pillars of fmoke | Heb. palmes of finoke (fo Cant. 3. 6. ) by fimilitude, be- 
caufetall, and ftraight as.palme-trees ; which alfo lift up themfelves under their 
burthen, and will nor be held down. Smoaky vapours mounting upright -are fitly 
compared thereunto, Elssiones fumi, fo Tremellius, - 

_Verfe 31.. The Sun faall be: turned into darkneffe, and the Moon irto: blood] by 
ftrange and flupendious 2c/;pfes: fach as was that of the Moon for 12. nights to- , 
gether, a little before the laft.deftruction of Jerufalem: and that of the: Sun this 
prefent 29. day of March, 1652. wherein L writ thefe things, but could fcarce fee » 
to write, or forbeare to behold: for though bufy enough to bring this work to an 
end, if God pleafe, yet I-cannot fay as the Duke of Alva did to the king of France 
“t who asked him whecherh¢had obferved the late great Eclipfe > No, faid he 1 
“ have fo much 10 de upon earth, that d have no leifure to took toward heaven. Of * 


this dayes Eclipfe 1 may well-fay as Lucan doth of anothers: . 


Iple caput medio Titan cum ferret Olympo, ee 
Condidit iardentes atra: caligine curruss 2 
Inuolvitg; orbem tinebris, Zentefq; coegit 

Defperare diem. —— 


I heartily pray it do not prefage a dreafuli eclipfeof the Sun of Chrifts glorious gof- 


_ pellamongit us; thar this. bright Sun fhould go down at.noon over our heades, 


and our earth be darkened in the clear day Amos 8.9. And letevery good foul pray 
that chat difmall day may never arife unto us, wherein it fhall be fai? that this glo- 
ry is departed from our Englith Ifrael, ~~. ae , 


? E nobifcuns 


TIES 


CHAP .2. 


the Prophecie of Joel. 


————nobifcum, Chrifte , maneto s 
Extingni lacems nec patiare tuam. 


and the moon into blood, ] that is, into redneffe, as it was likewife on the 15° 
day of this inftant March, in the morning: Two fuch Eclipfes fo neer together, 
having feldome been feen. I fear we may have caufe, ere the yeer come about, to 
fing fadly with the Poet ; 


Signa dabant lnitus [aperi hand incerta futuri: 
Sape faces vife, folis quoque triftis imago: ` 
Carulus & vultum ferrugine Lucifer atra 
Sparfus erat, [parfi lunares [anguine earruys. 


Before the great and the terrible day of the Lord. come.} i.e. the great day of 
generali judgement ; called here, the great day, becaufe che great God willon that 
day do great things,and determine of great matters: and che terrible day, becaufe it 
is a day of anger, and of wrath, Rem. 2.5. Rev. 6. 17. yea the day of the de~ 
claration of the juft judgementof God, according to the Gofpel, Rom. 2. 5, 16. 
Ir iselfewhere called, Fhar day by an appellacive proper, Afar. 13-32 Luk. 21.344 
Mat.7.22. That day of note, wherein God will break filence, execute judgemeng 
upon all, and convince all that are ungodly among them, of all cheir ungodly deeds, 
which they have ungodly committed, -and of all cheir hard’ fpeeches which. ungodly 
finners have fpoken againit him, fude 15. Emoch foretold this great day, before 
Noab did che deluge: this day. is longer before it comes ; but fhall be more cerrible 
when itis come. Whether it fhall comein the yeer of our Lord, 1657. (as fome 
have gathered out of the numerall letters of thefe two words, Mundi Conflagratio, 

cand becaufe the yeer of the World 1657. was the yeer of the Flood, ) let time de- 
termine : Ihave nothingtofaycoit. ae aoe, 

Verfe 32. And it foall come to paffe, that whofoeveer &c._] Left any. good foul 
hearing the former. heavy menaces, fhould fay. with the difciples , Mark, 103 
26. Whothencan be Javed ? Or, withthefe Def/pondents in Jeremy, chap, 2. 25e 
There xs no hope, the Prophet -concludeth with this comfortable Coroliary, 7b0/0~ 
ever foall call upon the name of the Lord, yea, that but; xameth the name of Chrift 
in faitbfull prayer, defiring and endeavouring to depart from iniquity, 2 Tim 2.19. 
the fame bull be delivered, ] He fhall have fafery here, and falvation hereafter, 
Rom. 10.13. Watch ye therefore, and pray alwayes:( faith our Saviour ) that y¢ 
may be accounted worthy to efcape all chefe things thar fhall come to pafle, and ta 


ftand before the Son of man, Luke 21-36. with 25. Something God will yeeld to 57 ° 


the prayers of his people; when he feeméch-moft bitterly bent, and unchangeably 

refolved againft them, Matth. 24. 20. and: when thetribulation is fo ‘great, chat i 

isnot likely that any flefh fhalt be faved, verf: 21,.22-: Prayer, faith. One, is the deft 

\dever at a dead lift ; provided that it be the prayer of faith ;. for Mercy.is the Mos 
ther, Faith the Midwife df deliverances. Henceitfolloweth. 2 0.20 0000 

for in mount Zion and in Pérnfalem, } where the pure word-of God was preached, 


ZIE 


Ovid. Metani. 
lib 4. 


Alft ed. $ 
Chronolp 494: 


Efay2.3, and mens hearts purified by faith, ' A&s-1 5.9: -Shall be delsverance, | from j 


all evils and enemies, P/a/m 76, 3, There brake lie the-arrows of thebowe, the 
fhield, and the fword, and. the bactle: Selah, -Zhere-? where? In Salem, in Zion; 
verfe2, whete Gods people were prayirig ` This: Moab knew, and therefore more 
feared a praying people, then a: numetous’ army, Nimb: 22. 3. Thisthe Queen 
i Mother of Scorland knew, and'therefore-fuid;: chat fhe feared- morethefafting and 
prayers of Jobe Knox, and ‘His dilciplés chen an' army ‘ofe twenty: thoufand: men, 
Let Gods fuppliants but 'call‘upon him in the-day of cheir trouble; and heilwill deli- 
ver them, that they may gloiifie him, PAA §o-15. ‘ Hewi deliver chen: yea and 
honour them:. with long: life will-he -farisfie' them, aid ‘fhew them his: falvation,. 


Sec. bellf } 


facti. 


Pfalm 91.16. Holy Merlin; Chaplain: to the Admirall.of France, acele: Parifian | ` ' 


Maffacre, had the performance of this'premife, ‘among mahy othersei For.ander- ne 
ftanding the danger they were all in, he prayed in the Admirals -chashber.G:and by. -< ieis ` 


his command) a little before the Murtherers brake in: and,by a fingular providence, 
: efcaped 
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Epitom.bift. efcaped into an Hay-mow, where he lay hid for a fortnight, and was miraculoufly 
fed by a hen that came daily, and laid an egge hard by him. } 
as the Lord hath faid, | and Gods fuppliants have ftedfaftly beleeved, and do 
therefore put his promifes in fuit. In the want of other Rhetorike, let Chriftians 
in their prayers burden God with what he hach faid, fue him upon his own bond, 
urge this with repetition; Lord thou haft promifed, thos haft promifed, and they 
fhall finde that he cannor deny himfelf: and he can as foon deny himfelf, as his 
promifes, His covenant he will not break: nor alter the thing that ss gone aut of hia 
dips, Pfal.89-34- 
ree sherawat whens God fhalt call. `] Thofe holy brethren that fhall partake 
-of rhe heavenly calling to glory and vertne, whether they be Jewes, or Gentiles. 
Faithfull is he chat callech them, who alfo will doit, 1 Thef. 5.24. And although 
they are but a remuant, which is but a fmall to the whole piece, an hand-full to an 
houfe-full, a fold toa field, a Zitte, little flock, Luke 12.32. yet being the called 
of Jefus Chrift, Rom. 1.6- and fuch as call spon him in truth, they are not onely 
turedy "mois his calded, but chofen and faithfull, Revel. 17.24. They are alfo heirs of thar pro- 
ae mife, Mic. 5.7. which fhalt be fully made good to them, that (as for their propa- 
gation ) this remnant of Iacob, foall be inthe middeft of many people, as adew from 
Tebovab, ( the dew is ingendred, and diftilled from the Lord immediatly : )fo (for 
their growth and increafe ) they fhall be as the bowers #pon the graffe, as the [pronta 
. ing wp of graffe aud herbs in the wilderneffe, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth 
for the fonnes of men, to come with watering-pots to nourifh them ( as herbs in 
gardens do ) but thefe have fhowers from heaven, that give the increafe. l 


Heb, 3.1. 
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one: in hec tempore ipfo, 1n thofe very felf-/ame dayes, and in that fedf-/ame. 
time. fc. Inthe cime of the Meffias, inthe dayes of the Gofpel; when God fhall 
deliver Jerufalem, and call the remnant of Gentiles , and fo bring again the capti» 
vity of Judah and Jerufalem, of the whole Jirael of God, preaching liberty to the 
captives, E/ay 61.1. and proclayming the everlafting Jubilee, Job. 8. 36. In thofe 
happy dayes, I fay, 7e7-23-5,6- Wo tothe wicked enemies of the Church, it fhail 
go ill with them. They are fare to be broken with a rod of iron, to be dafhed ia 


pieces like a potters veflell, P/al. 2.9. dafhed againft Chrift the King, who as He 


is Pierum rupes, a Rock of refuge to his people ( fuch as was that to Mofes, Exod, 
SicVa. Mix 33.22.) fo Heis, Reorum /copulus, a Rock of revenge to Perfecutours, to fplit 


A themto.pieces, fuch a rock as that out of which fire atofe, Jødg. 6. 21. the fire of 
Caf. Gods jealonfie, Zach. 1. 14. which burneth unto the lowelt hell, Dest. 32. 22. 
Let thems, therefore, have grace, ( as the Apoftle from this ground advifeth, Heb. 
12. 28,29, ) Let them, at leaft have fo much wit for themfelves, as Pilats wife had 
in adream, to take heed of having any thing to do with juft men. Let them do 
Sinon mbis, 3S Tertullian counfelled Scapula, Tf.chou wilt not pars us, yet fpare thy felf: if 


titi: finn — notthy felf, yet {pare Cartkage thy countrey, whic will certainly fuffer for a 
tibi, Cantbagé cruelty.to Chriftians. God will reduce the captivity of Judah and Jerufalem, whi 

niparca hall be asa cup of poyfon toallthe peopleround about, as a burdenfome foue, a5 

an barth of fire, Zech. 12.2, 3, 6. ( See the Notes there ) Their defiruacion muf: 

needs go along with.the Saints falvation, Philip. xs 28,29. Efay8.9. Prov. 11. 3. 

The Jew-Doctours collect from this.and other like places in the Prophets, that whea 

“> che Meffias commeth, he fhall recolle&t the Jewes into the land of Canaan: where 


they fhail get the better of their enemies, and have a moft flourifhing Common- - 
glorious Church. Forthis, they daily ape the vifible appeatance of 


wealth, an 
the Meffias ; oft throwing open their windowes to behold, and crying altogether to 
Buxtorf: Y- God, Let thy kingdom come, let it come quickly, even in opr dayes, quickly, aus 


sie udc. quickly. That he ftayes fo long, is for qur fins, fay they, which are many. See the 


33. 
Sanhed. c11, Noteson Zach. 4. 2, 3+ Perle 
: ernie 


Crary 


Or behold, in thofe dayes, and in that time, J I» his diebus illis ipfis, Œ 
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Verfe 1. I will alfo gather all nations | that are adverfe to my Church. thar 1 
may havemy peniworths of them, and do execution upon ons eras ( oat 
bling thofe troublers of his Ifrael, 2 Thef. 1. 6. licet videantur plures @& potior ü 
ashe dealt by Jekofaphats enemies, 2 Chron. 20. and leaving theiri no aie me 
to efcape, then thofe have who are environed in a valley by a potent enem : ne 
hath gotten them é#to æ pond, as the proverb is. And this God will once 
valley of fetofapbar, (avalley, faith Lyra, Adrichomins, and Afontanys; hetwize 
Jerufalem and Mount Olivet ) in the very view of the Church, that the ri bisons 
may rejoyce, when he feeth the vengeance, and Wafh his fet in the blood of the vick F 
So that aman foall fay, Verily there ts a reward for the righteous, (fee verf 4.) Chaldeus 
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verily, he isa God that judgeth in the earth, as inthe valley of divine judgement, R. Salman; 
3 


(fo fome render Febofaphat here, asif it were an appellative Mercet: 
valley of decifion, and the words that next follow fea to Aves a I E 
with them ( jadicio agam ) judicially plead with them there for my people : a fae 
word allio God ufeth when he foretelleth the deftru@ion of Gog, and Ma 0 i 
Ezekiel. So that the valley of fehofaphat (faith Mercer ) is the place aie 
ever God fhall pleafe to punifh the enemies of his people. “As for that conceit oF 
Lyr and others: who garher out of this Text, that this valley neer Jerufalem, fhall 
be the very place where Chrift fhall fitto judge the world at the laft day: and for 
confirmation, alledge Adts1.11, Mercer judgeth it to be a clëldifh conceit : and 
Lather asketh where all mankind fhall haveroom to ftand in fo {malb a valle 2 
Though others judge it not unlikely chat it fhall be thereabouts, becaufe Teroa. 
Jem isin the middle and about the center of the earth: and befides, it will be the 
imore for the glory of Chrift, to fit thereas Judge where himfelf was judged. But 
itis probable he will fit in the air, (ncer the earth) whither the Ele& fhall be rape 
up to meet the Lord, 1 Tkif: 4. 17. that the devils may be fubdued and feitenced 
in the air, where they have ruled and played Rex, Ephef. 2.2. and that the wicked 
a be esi on F ne wherethey have offended. 

- for my people, and for my heritage Ifrael, | All was Ha: ; 

tothem, were done to Gods felf: as the tae done to the ri "s a pe 
done to the Soveraigne, his crown and dignity, See Ats 9. 4. Math. 29.45. So 


w; 


` that ye cannot tread upon the leaft toe, in Chrifts myfticall body, but the head cries 


out from heaven, Why hurteft thcu me? The Saints fufferings are his, Cod, r. 2 

their reproach hisy Heb. 13.13. anet compaffio, etiam cum impaffibilitate, Chih Bern. 
retaineth {till compafiion, though free from perfonall paflion: and though without a 
feeling, yet not without fellow-feeling. He doth condolere proportionatè ad mife- 


riam, as Parens rendreth the Apoftle, Heb. 5.2. condole, and that proportiona- #47810 ma K 


bly t a peoples mifery. al 
and for mine heritage I/racl, | Ifrael, tuoanxs's, faith Mercer, th 
purchafe, that comprehend al) his gettings, and are much more fee naka 
Naboths inheritance wasto him: He fets them before his face for ever, P/al. 41.12. 
as loving to look upon them ; yea, upon the very walls of the houfes where they 
dwell, E/ay 49. 16. They are his portion, Dent.32,9. his inheritance, E/ay t9.25- 
the dearly beloved of his foul, Jer. 12.7. his glory, Efay 46, 13. dear to God 
though defpifed of, and difperfed in the world. He may fuffer them to be Anathe- 
ma fecundum dici (as Bucholcer faid ) but not fecundum efe. 
_ Whom they have feattered among the nations, ) The Jew-Doctours referre 
this to Titus and Adrian the Roman Emperours. The firft carried 97000 of them 
captives, faith Jofephas. The fecond drove them utterly out of Jewry; and by 
Proclamation commanded them, not fo much as look toward that land, from any 
tower or high mountain. But allthis was for their {edition and other wickedneffes. 
And ever fince they have continued a disjected and defpifed people, exiled out of See Deut. 
the world, as it were bya common confent of Nations, {pecially for their inexpi- $4 
able guile in murthering Chrift, and perfecuting his people: Concerning whom 
therefore, this Text isco be underftood. See how Chriftians were foon {cattered 
abroad thorowout the regtons, 4é.8.1.Jam.4.1..1 Pet.1.1. where they are called, 
Strangers of the difperfion, Afterwards,the Heathen Perfecutours relegated and con+ 
fined them to Ifles, and mines: and fcattered them into corners. So did the Pope 
and his Agents : forcing them to flee for their lives, &c. 
j : and 
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and parted my land As Salmanefer did to his new colonies :` as Senacherib alfo 
defigned to do, had not God prevented him: as the Pope taketh upon him to do, 
rhofe countries whom he counteth hereticall. He gave this land ( in Hen. 8. his 
time) Primo occupaturo to him that could firft feife it. He declared Joh» King of 
Navarre, afchifmatick, an heretick , an enemy to the fea Apoftolick, and gave. 
his kingdom tothe Spaniard , becaufe he took part with the French , and would 


- not fuffer the Spaniard to march through his kingdom againft the French. And 


what work he hath lately made in the Palatinate and other parts of Germany, who 
knowes not ? i _ ; i 
` Ferfe 3- And they have caft lots for my people Impioufly and imperioufly domi. - 
neering over them: as thofe rude fouldiers that caft the dice upon our Saviours 
Coat, athispaffion. It was ordinary to divide by lot the enemies they had taken 
in fight Nab. 3. 10, Obad 11. Lam. 3. 53+ Padg. §. 30. but at bafe rates 
thusto fell Gods people ignominioufly, and that to fatistic their lewd lufts, this 
ufferable. 
sty bee given a bey for an barlot, | Heb. that boy, as afterwards, that girl, 
with an emphafis ; a fon and daughter of Ifrael, chofe earthly angels, Aag: quafi 
Angeli as Gregory the Great once faid of the Eng life-beyes prefented to him. Thos 
haft flain my children and delivered them, to canfethem to paffe thorow the firey faid 
God, not without very great indignation, to their idolatrous parents, Ezech.16.21. 
His they were more then theirs: by vertue of the covenant he had made with that 
people. Hence Dent. 14.1. Ye are the children of the Lord your God: and can 
he bear with your mifufages ? Should he deal with onr fifter as an harles ? Said they 
with acourage (asthe great Zaijx in Zonab importeth ) Gen. 34. 31- So here, 
fhould they give a boy, (fuch a bey ) for an barlos ? that is, for ‘the hire of an 
harlot, and to gratifie fuch abhorred filths? In thereigne of .Henry 2. of France, 
ednno 1554 many precious fonnes of Zion were burned there for religion, not 
without the indignation of honeft men, who knew that the diligence ufed againk 
thofe poor people was not for any piety or religion, but to fatiate the covetoufnels 
of Diana Valentina the Kings Miftreffe, to whom he had given all the confifcations 
of goods, made in the kingdom, for caufe of Herefie. 
and fold a girl for wine, that they might drink; ] the Wine of violence: drink, 
and be drunken, and fpue, and fall, and rife no more, Jer.25.27- Worthy therefore 
to be ferved as that drunken Turk was by that fevere Bafbaw, who caufed a ladle- 
full of boyling lead to be poured down his throat. God will turn a worfe cup down 
their wide gullets one day, Quorwm vivere eft bibere, and whofe profane proverb 
it is, Bibere © fudare, eft vita Cardiaci: But what an heathenith bafenefle is that 
of the Papifts ( befides an horrible abufe of Gods holy ordinance } that at Rome, a 
Jewifh maid may not be admitted into the ftews of whoredome,unleffe the will firt 
be baptized. Ejpenfens (a modeft Papift ) writeth it, not without deteftation. 
Verfe 4. Yea, and What have ye to do with me, O Tyre, Gc.) Or, what are yee 
tome ? I value you not, but look upon yon as vile perfons, how great foever in the 
world? See Dan. 11. 21. Or, what have Ito do with you? what wrong have! 
done you, that ye invade my land, and moleft my fubjects? Itis an idle mifprifion 
to fever the fence of an injury done to any of his members, from the head ? and it 
was a malapert demand af the devil, What have Ito do with thee, Q Pefus the Son 
of the living God ? whileft he vexed a fervant of his: But there is an old enmity 
betwixt thems and their feed, Gen. 3.15. and it will never be extinct, while the world 
ftands. Ifraelhad given Tyre and Zidon as little caufeto quarrell them, as once 
they had done Moab, whom they had affured, that they would not meddle nor mo- 
leftthem. Howbeit, Moab was diftreffed, or irked, fretted, vexed at them, Numb. 
22. 3. carried with Satanicall malice againft Gods people, ‘becaufe of a different re- 
ligion ; and fought their ruine. Lo this was the cafe of Zyre, Zidon, and Paleftine, 
near neighbours, but bitter enemies to the Church, Bats flie againft the light : ma- 5 
lice breaks all bonds: and vents it felf by utmoft inhumanity. A4ercer underftan- 
deth by thofenations, vezfe 2,3. the open and profeffed enemies of the Church : 
and by-thefe neighbouring peoples here mentioned, thofe more fubtle adverfaries, 
that pretend love, and can draw a fair glove upon a foul hand: but will sake the» 
firft opportunity to do the Saints a mifchief, and co {pet their poyfon at chem. am 
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san old ftratagem of the Devil, ftill practifed by the Renegado Jefuites å- 
mongft us. -> . i 
Bil ye render me a recompenfe ? and if ye recompenfe me, Gc. ] Num meritum 

mihi refertis, an etiam infertis ? fo fome render it. Whileft ye afflict my people, is 
it co be avenged on me, for an old injury I have done you? oris it rather to picka 
uarrell with me, who have done you no wrong ? Surely, whether it be this; or che 
other, I fhall handle you according to your deferts. 

fwifely and fpeedily will I return your recompenfe. | Repente è defligio while you'le 
fay, whats this > I will execute my fierce wrath upon you, and you fhall foon feel 
what icisdefpitefully to {pit in the face of heavén, and tọ wreftle a fall with the 
Almighty. See Obad. 15. God cannot bear long with fins of this high nature. He 
refifteth the proud perfecutours, 


Eiere 


Verfe 5. Becanfe yee have taken my filuer, Œe. | Sacriledge is a fecond finne - 


they here ftand charged with. Yee have taken, that is, taken away, ( by which ob- 
fervation, ye fhall eafily reconcile the Pfaimift, P/a/.68.19. with the Apoftle, Eph. 
_ 4.8. faith Zarnonins here ) my filver and my gold, veffels confecrated to mine ufe 
and fervice : ormie, thatis, my peoples, whom ye have robbed: but it hall not 
thrive with you ; it fhall prove as the gold of Tholonfe, fatali to them that had any 
Í pare of it: or as Achans wedge, that cleft his body and foul afunder 
thefe ye have carried into yonr Temples, | or Palaces , eves my goodly pleafant 
things."| my defireable goods, either toadorne your houfes, or your idols, to your 
own bane, as Belfbazzar. itis furely a frare to aman, who devonreth dedicated 
things: that bowfeth in the bowles of the Sanctuary. And it was a fad complaint 


` of Luther, that even inthe reformed Churches, Parifhes and Schools were robbed 
` oftheir due maintenance: as if they meant to flarve ns all. 


The like faith Gualther 
in his Homily upon this Text: Non defunt pfendo-evangelici, faith He, There want 
not fuch falfe-Gofpellers amongft us, who reftore not the Church her wealth, pul- 
led out of ‘the-Papifts fingers: but make good that faying of One, Poffidebant På- 

ipifte, poffident Rapiffe ; Papifts had Chorch-livings, and now Rapifts have gotten 
them: like as'a good Authour obferveth upon the bateeé of Montlecherye, that 
fome loft their livings for running away, and they were given to thofe that ran ten 
miles further. - s z7 

Ferfe 6. The children alfoof Judah, and the children of Jerufalem, ] The precious 

[onnes of Zion, comparablero fine gold, Lam. 4.2. with whom you were anciently 
confederate in the dayes of Selomon, 1 King.5. and feemed to be then their profpe- 
rity-profelytes. i ea 9h ; 

bave ye fold nanto the Grecians, J that is, to the Gentilesin generall, for fo Saint 
Paul oft ufeth the word Grecians, ascontradiftin® to Jews ; who were barbaroully 
fold, as if they had been bruit beafts, and that into the farcheft countries, that they 
might never ranfome themfelves, nor return to their native foil again. This was 
fingular, yea favage cruelty, which the mercifull: God cannot abide, but will fe- 
verely punith, Jam. 2:13, 14. E/ay 47. 6. thou didit thew them no mercy ; upon 
the ancient haft thou very heavily laid the-yoke. See the Babylonian cruelty graphi- 
cally defcribed, and accotdingly recompenfed, Jer. 51. 34, 35,&c. . The Spanife 
cruelty to the poor Jxdians is unfpeakable. They have.made away 50. Millions of 
them in 42: years, as Acofta the Jefuite teftifieth ; and chac urider pretence.of con- 
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verting them to the faith. They fuppofe they fhew the wretches great favour, when yy,114 iian 
they donot (for their pleafure ) whip them with cords, and day by day drop their. paft by sir 
naked bodies with burning bacon. Such a devil is one man to another, when fet Fr- Drake. 


awork by che devil, and {purr’d on by him. But fhall chey thus efcape by iniquity ? 


dn thize anger caff down the people, O God.. He will do. ic: for-thofe words arenot Pal. 56. 7: 


more a prayer; thema prophecy:. - as 4 oo ee eee 

Verfe7. Behold will raife thems out of ‘the:place, &c. }. Seem it never {ovimpro- - 
bable, or impoffible, Ile do-it, faith God, and. you fhail fee it. Behold, We ferth, 
home my banifhed, though- they.may feem: to:be as warer (pile on the ground. ie 
make thofe dead bonesiive: and raife my felf a nameéand a praife, by out-bidding 
their hopes) and marring your defigne of utter exterinination.: aberaugderftands 
the words concefning the refurrection of the.ttead. at the laft:day :. becaufe the: He- 
brew word properly fignifieth, to raife one out of fleep. Some think it is srt 
f the 
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On ae eR ee 
the Apoftles and Martyrs, fetcht out of banifhment ; as was fohn out of Pathmos, 
Athanafins, Chry[oftom, (who yetin his laft banifhment, by reafon of the barba- 
rous ufage of the fouldiers that ied him along, hired for that purpofe, {weerly and 
bleffedly breathed out his laft ) the Eng4is Exilesin Queen Maries time, whereof 
many returned and did excellent fervice here. But I doubt not, faith judicious 
Calvin, but God intends bere a fpiritual gathering together of his people into one 
body, by the bond of faith : and this was principally fulfilled after the death of 
Chrift, who died for that Nation: And not for that Nation onely, bus that alfo hee 
foonld gather together into one the children of God, that were {cattered abroad, Fob, 
11. §1, 52. fo that thofe whom God hath gathered together and caufed to return 
(non pedibus vel navigio, for that needs not, to Hierx/alem which is above, which 
is the mother of us all) fromthe lands of the Eaft, of the Welt, of the North, 


and of the South, ball praife the Lord together, as the Pfalmift hath it. 


and willreturn your recumpenfe upon yonr own head, | God delights to retaliate, 
to bloody and deceitful men efpecially ; as were eafic to inftance in the Egyptians, 
etdonibexck , Agag, Attilius Regulus, the Roman Generali, who dealt moft cru- 
elly with the Carthaginians, and was fhortly after as cruelly dealt with by them, 
when fallen into their hands. Here at home in K. Edw. the fixths time, the remem- 
brance of Somerfet much moved the people to fall from Northumberland (who had 
wrought his death ) in his greateft attempts, and to leave him to his fatall fall: 
whereat alto they openly rejoyeed, and prefented to him handkerchiefs dipt in the 
blood of Somerfer, for whom they thought he fuffered rather late, then undeferved 
punifhment. Socertain it is ( faith the Hiffarian ) that the debss both of cruelty and 
merty gonewer unpaid. : 

Verfe 8. And I will fell your [onnes and your daughters, | And fo the fcen 
{hall be foon altered, and a itrange viciffitude eafily obferved. But when was this 
done > or was it ever done? Ego putarim fattum, etfi feriptura non dicat quando, 
faith Tarnovius: I fappofe it was done, though the Scripture fay not when, 
Others flie to Allegories, and underftand che Text of the converfion of the Gen- 
tiles. 1 like their way beft, that fay. That which God did for the Churches fake, 
the Church ic {elf is faid to doit. For their cruelties to the Jewes, God delivered 
thefe Nations up into thehands of Nebuchadnezzar firit, (who had a hard tug of 
it, and had therefore Egypt given him for his wages Jand afterwards by Alexander 

- the Great, who took Tyre, and rafed it. And this was that great fervice fpoken of, 
Exck. 29. 18. wherein every head was made bald, and every foonlder bare, in filling 
up that ftrait of the Sea, which feparated it from the Continent, before it could be 
taken. Buc taken it was, together with Sidon and Philiftia ; and their children fold 
as far as Sabea, which was then counted the utmoft part of the known earth, Mat. 
12.42. Luke 11. 31. being part of Arabia the Happy, or; ( as fome will) the Defert. 
All this was done for the Jews fake, though the world little confidereth it. Jt was 
enough for them, that they knew it to be fo, according to this Prophecy: and that 
God did hereby thew his high efteem of them, by avenging them of their enemies, 

-and by thus giving men for them, and people for their life, E/ay 43. 4. 


for the Lord hath fpoken it. | And will therefore furely do it: neither could their g 


Apollo deliver them out of Gods hands ; though, co prevent his forfaking of them, 
when befieged by Alexander, the Tyrians chained and nailed that Idoli of theirs to 
a poft, that they might be fure of it. But all would not do. 7 

Verfe 9. Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles, | Oratio tota eft figurata , faith Pa- 
yeus: All this following difcourfe is figurative; Hortatio Jarcafmon babens, faith 
Mercer. It isan Ironicall challenge to all Gods eneimies, to do their worft to Chrift 
and his Charch: Somewhat like that Ivdg. 9.29. Increafe thine Army and come 
out ( which feems to be the challenge that Gaa fent to Abimelech, by fome mefien- 


© ger) Orthat of Rabjhakeb, Efay 36.8. I will give:thee two thoufand horfes, if 


thou be able on thy part to fet riderson them: Or that, Efay 3.9.10. 

prepare warre,) Heb. fanttifie warre : thatis, laying afide all other bufinefle, give 
your felves wholly to it: ( like as at holy fervices they were called upon, Hoc agere, 
tó minde the bufineffe in hand, and nothing elfe ) as Scanderbeg did; out of 
whofe lips, whiles he was fighting, the. very blood would fart ; fo earneft he was 


atic ~- i 
-paké 


mema ee: 


CHAPI. the Prophecie of Ames. lol — A7 


ee 
wake up the mighty men] theGiants, the champions, fuc } 
Gittite, Davids band of worthies, Achilles, ies Marnucile UF ade 
who for his valour was called Achilles Teutouices. Putwhat metall you can es 
thefe your Mighties, thatthey may do their utmoft. Bue withall know that the 
fhall foon meet with their matches, viz Gods Mighty Ones mentioned verfe 11 y 
let all the mex of war draw neare} that they may joyn battel, and not tend dae 
sing and facing one another: asthe two armies of Chriftians and Turks did inthe Tark. bi 
dayes of Baldwin the fecond, king of Jerufalem for three monerhs together, and Ai a: 
then rofe and returned without any notable thing done. It is the ancient and ma a 
full fafhion ( faith our Chronicler ) of the Englith ( who are naturally moft im “a Speed 963, 
ent of lingering mifchicfs ) to put cheir publike quarrels quickly to che triah ofthe 
{word. Praftat femel qizam femper was Cefars motto: and his property was ° 
Credere nil attum, dum quid [uperefjet agendum. , Lucan, 
Kerfe 10. Beat your plowftares iato (words | Come with, the beft pr i 
ucan make, that ye may {eeme ( as they fay ofa travelling Turk bev wand i 
ne make MiA ye may ( y fay ofa travelling Turk ) to be fo many oyaging 
let rhe weak, fay I am firong] Come forth full and whole 
and ftrong, all that are able to bear armes, without excufe. J t Ls RE des 
in Scotland, in cafesof importance, to command the fire-croffe to be carried, that 
is, two fire- brands fet in fathion of acroffe, and pitched upon the point of a {peare 
and proclamation is thereupon made that all men above 16 yeares of age and un- DEEI, 
der 6o fhall come into the field to oppofe the enemy. Thofe were defperate bo rei ee 
in Kets confpiracie, that at che battel nere Norwich pulled the arrowes out of seis 
own flefh, and delivered them to be fhot againe by the archers on their fide: and sid 
thofe other wounded and weakned, no lels defperately refolved, who being difabled oe 
almoft to hold up their weapons, would ftrive what they could to ftrike heir ene- tay z 
mies: others being thruft thorough the body with a fpeare, would run themfelves 
further on, to reach thofe that wounded them deadly. The enemies of the crutt 
will make hard fhift but they will bear armes againft Chrift: and, though feeble, 
yet will fay 7 am frrong, a Satana impalfi & armati, faith Mercer here, asbeing Sto quia ab 
pricked on, armed and agitated by the devill, that old manflayer : according to fee aftenforė fun 


of Beraard A Sech thon thy erfecutor ontragions, m daæmone per- 
ary, A jè Pe 
P igtOWS, cl nots but know, that the devil urgetur Bert. 


rides bim, makes him rua, 

Verfe 13, Affemble your felves, and come all ye heathen} C C i 
bane, whereof, by your forwardneffe to come aaaea, a parted ied 
tious: Judgments need not go to find you out: for you affociate your felves that 
ye may be broken in peeces //a. 8. 9. as at Armagcddon Rev. 16. 16. Come on 
therefore, fith you wif needes be fo mad, and take what befalles you. Who would 
Jet the briars dnd thornesagainjt me in batted ? 1 would go thorough them, I would buri 
themtogether, Efay 27. 4. see Zech. 14. 2, 3. (with the Notes ) Ezech. 38. 4, Gnufhu pro 
16, 17. &c. Rev. 19. 17, 18. The word here Englifhed Affemb/e, is by larchi chufbite 
rendred Feffinate Haften: by others conglobaminé dufter together. that ye may 
a the fooner cut off, that the mouth of Gods fword may have its full bit cat 
ang ad an utter end, and your affliction may not rife ap the fecond times i 

thither canfe thy mighty ones to come down) i. e. Vel Angelos os faith Mer: 

cer, either thine Angels ( called Gods EPA Pfal. a 03 ge nod 
Pfal. 68. 17. where thefe Mighty Ones are faid to make Sion as dreadfull to all 
her enemies, as thofe Angels made Sémaé at the delivery of the law ) or other thine 
officers and executioners, that by thy command they may fal on, and deftroy thefe 
Heathen-armies fee ver/e. 13. the anfiver to this prayer of the Prophet and the pow- 
er of prayers which Luther fitly calleth bombardas c inftrunsenta bellica Chriftiana= 
rim the great ordnance and warlike weapons of Chriftians. 

Verf, 12. Let the heathen be wakered] Here begins Gods anfwer to the Prophets 
prayer. The heathen, though at eafe Zach. 1. 11. and faft afleep, muft be artowfed 
affembled to the valley of 7ehsfaphat, where God the righteous Judge (at the 

tophets requeft reminding him of his promife, I am come for thy words faith He to 
‘T i Danicl, 


+ 


Phal, 48. 7. 


| 
| 
| 


A eAn Expofition on 


Danicl; chap. 11. 12. ) getsupto the Tribunali, and there fits to judge allthe 
heathen roundabout. -Let notus doubt of the like fucceffe of our fuites : but 
when wronged, run tothe Judg of heaven and earth. who will dousright, {9 we 
pray over the promifes, as here, and not faint, though he beare long with us. TI his, 
our Saviour Lath taught us, by that famous parable of the unjuft fedge and the im. 
portunate widdow L#k, 18, 2, 3. &c. wherein we may take notice of many ex: 
cellent encouragements to pray down our enemies. 1. He was a fede onely ; but 
God is our Father alfo. 2. He was an sarightcous Pudge: But, is there untighte. 
oufneffe with God. Rom. 9. 14, 3. He, as he feared not God, fo he cared not for 
man: but God is ¢:ady8pems properly and peculiarly loving to man above other 
creatures, Zit, 3. 4. 4. He avenged the widdow, as wearied out with her: 
and meerly to be rid of her: And fhall not God do as much for us, out of his 
love to righteouineffe and hatred of wickedneffe? g. It was troublefome to himto 
be fued unto: but God is difpleafed with us for nothing more, then for our back. 
wardneffe and bafhfulneffe, 10h. 16. 24. Geid efè cur nihil petis ? what meaneft 
thou to ask menothing? faid Severss to his favourite. 6. theun jut Jud ge had no 
care of his credit: but God ismoft tender of his glory; and delights muchi. 
that title of his, O thos that heareft prayers. i 

Verfe 13. Pst ye in the fickle, for the harvef is ripe] Iteven hangs for mo\ving, 
as we fay : the enemics are ready ripe for ruine: down with them therefore tht 
they may not fhedin the field, and feed again : let this wally of decifzen be unto 
them avally of excifioz: let itbeas a wine-preffe to thofe bunches and branches 
ofthe grapes lopt offthe vine. Lacus ifte locus cædis See Rev. 14. 18, I9. Mat, 
13, 39. There isa ftint fetto mens fins Gen. 15. 16. Zech. 5. 8, 11. Mat. 23. 
32. with the Note there. What more beautifull to behold then a field afore harveft, 
then a vineyeard afore the vintage? and yet how fudden an alteration, when work 
men once take ic in hand. 

for the Wwickedueffe is great) Here is that plainely, that before was expreffed para. 
bolicaky. The fcripture oft expounds it felf in che fame text: and is every whereits 
own beft Interpreter. 

Verfe 14. Atultitades, Multitudes in the vally of decifiony Or Coucifion, (as 
Hieromand Tremellius) or of threfhing, as Pifcator, in reference to Tehofaphat, 
who once threfhed the Moabites and Ammonites there. Thefe multitudes are thi. 
ther fummoned ( Turbe, Turbe adeffe ) or are there lay’d dead, even heapes upon 
heapes, with thofe Philiftines fadg. 15. 16. So Aben-Exra fenfeth ir, and thence 
thename of the valley of Concifien or decifion: to fhew that there God, having 
paffed a definitive fentence upon the Churches enemies, anda very fevere one too, 
fuch as was that kind of punifhment, to put men under harrowes of iron &c. 2 
Sam 12. 31, Am. 1. 3. would now finifh the work and gut it fhort in righteouf- 
neffe. Rom. 9, 28. idque citò & certo, as fure and as foon,as if that day of flaughter 
were at next doore by. 

for the day of the Lord is neere | Lyra underftands it of thelat day, which cannot 
be far off. And Diodate was of the fame mind. For upon the next words 

Verfe 15. The Sun and the Moon foall be darkened) he fets this note, Signes 
which foall goe before the laft judgement, Mat. 24. 29. Luk. 21. 25. See the Note 
above on chap. 2, 13» The Prophets, by fuch formes of {peech, ufe to decipher 
greateft calamities when all things look dark : as it farech alfo with them that are 
under fpiritual defertion Efay. 50. 10. who yet are exhorted there to traftin the 
name of the Lord, and flay upon their God: to caft the anchour of hope, as Pal 
and his company did in the fhipwrack 48. 27. 20. when they faw neither Sun nor 
moon for many dayes together, and no {mall rempeft Jay upon them: ad hope that 
they fuould be faved, being taken away. 

Verfe 16. The Lord alfo fhall roare out of Zion] Out of his church he thall terrify 
his enemies as the Lion doth the reft of the creatures by his dreadfullroare : fo that 
they are amazed thereat, and have no power to ftirr from the place. Lyra inter- 
preteth it of that terrible Difcedite Goe ye cørfed that fhall be uttered by Chrift 
at the laft day. A fentence that breatheth out nothing better then fire and 


Cuar., 


brimftone, ftings and forrowes, woe, and alafs, torments without end, and paft 


imagination. 


and 


Cuar.3. she Prophecte of Joel. | 
and the heavens and the earth foall foake} The ‘heavens with thunder, the earth 


with earth-quake, to the terror of the wicked, but comfort of the godly. Hag.2.6. 
~ fortke Lord willbe the hope ( or, harbour ) of es people} they thall have a.good 


` buíh on their backs in the greateft tempeft : .they. fhall not be afraid though the 


earth be removed, and though the mountaines be rak into the middeft of rhe fea, 
Pfal. 46. 2e g a eTR l 


~ fračus fi illabatur orbit, 
Impavidos ferient ruine : 


© the force of a lively faith! and the privy armour of proof that beleevers have 
about their hearts! O the dignity and fafety of Gods people in the.worft of times, 
Hab, 3. 18, 19. Happy are thon o Ifrael :. who is like unto thee, O people! faved 
bythe Lord, the fhield of thy help, the fwvord of thine excellency =. and thine ene- 
mies foall be found lyars unto thee, and thos fhalt tread upon their high places 
Dent. 33. 29. š DER ; m See E she 
Verfe 17. So foall ye know that I ans the Lord your God] you 'fhall experiement 
that, which, during your deep afflictions, ye made fome doubt of: and were reg- 
v dy to fay as Gideon did tothe Angell, If the Lord be for us, why is st thus with us ? 
or, as your unbeleeving forefathers in the wildernefle, Is God amongft as? asif that 
could not be, and they athir/?. eae a Siang a: ee? gee Bs 
dwelling in Zion] Defending my people, and difpenfing my.beft bleffings to 
them. The Lord thatrmade beaven and earth bleffe thee out of Zion. - The bleflings 
that come out of Zion, are farr beyond rhofe that otherwife come out of heaven 
and earch. ot BE yee! aoe `: n N e ats bao Tog 
-then foal Yernfalem be koly] with adouble holineffe, Imputed and Inparted : 
the profane being purged out here in - part, bnt, heareafter in all perfection. . This 
our Saviour fweetly fers, forth in thofe 2. parables of the tares, and of the draw-ner. 


. Mat. 13. Or, Ie fall be holy, that is deare to God, and under his care, favour and 


protection ftom the dominion, direption, and poffeffion of profane Heathens. -. . 
` and there [bali no firangers paffe through her any mere | either to fubdue her and 
prejudice her (asthe proverb runs of ,the great Terk, that wherever he. fets-his 


` foot, no graffe growes any more, fuch havock.he makes ) or ta faften any. filth-or 


contagion upon her See Rev. 21. 27. where St. Jobn alludeth to this.text =. asalf 
along that book he borroweth the elegaricies and flowersof the old Teftament to 
fetout the ftate of the New, in fucceeding ages. If this promife be not fo fully 
performed to us as we could with, we muft lay the: blame upon-our Gns; whereby 
the Reformation is en{narled, and our.profperity hindred. Behold, the Lords hand 
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> Horan 


P&I. 134. 3: 


isnot fhortned that it cannot fave: neither hisear heavy thatit-cannot hear.. Bur ~ 


your iniquities have feparated betwixt- yôu and your: God : - and-your fins have hid 


his face from you, that he will not hear Efay..§9,-1, 2. Nothing intricates our . 


actions morethen fin: thisis that devillin the ayre; that hinders our happineffe : 
this is that AZake-bate Hell-hag, Trouble-town: charme this.devill,: and make 
him fall from his heaven ( which is to do hurt ) and we fhal] inherit. the promifes, 
The godly man only profpers. Pfad. 14.3. RE eano E me 
Verfe18. The mountains foal} drop down new wine] By thek byperbolicall ex- 

preffions is promifed plenty ofall things. pertayning:tolifé and godlineffe; fuch a 
‘golden age, as the Poet defcribeth. ~... ~~; Mae g 

Flumina jam lattes, -jam flaming mearis ibant, 

. Plavaque de viridi, fiillabane ilice mella, worl 


Where it muft be obferved, that fpirituall good things are promifed under. the.no- 
tion of temporall, asoF Muft, Milk, &c. Qb populi infantiam, - by reafon of the irw- 
fancy of that people of that time...; Fhe mountainey; i. e. the: mok barren places : 
thall drop down dwory, without our labour, fhaill yeild plentifullyy Mew wine trong 


Ou Mean, 


confolations and Scripture-comforts for ftrong Chriftians: Amébthe bills fball fw . 


oe milk, that #wadglserated fincere milk of Gods-word for his babes 1 Cor. 2. 2. 
1 Pet, 2.2. : piu Sa E “a3 S j 


ï se a, Fk Aud 


hate brett, at A LS Mae 


“azo An Exxpofition on Cuarg, 


EA Sy tes r re T a eee ee en 
And all the rivers of Fudah foall flow with waters, | Sanctuary-waters, wholefome 
doctrines, fuch as have a healing, cooling, quenching, quickning property in them, 


Efay 44, 3. and a fountain foall come forth, J viz. Baptifme, that laver of regene.. l 


ration, Tit. 3.5. that fountain opened, Zach. 13.1. that pure river of water ofli 
clear as chryftal, that wafheth away fin, Rev. 22.1, ABs 22.16. : 

aad foall water the the valley of Shittim. ] That dry valley in the borders of Moab, 
neer to Jordan,and not far from the dead Sea, Here it was that the Ifraelires defiled: 


fe, 


Nom. 25. 
Jofh.2. 


and fanctified with the wafhing of water, by the word, Epkef. 5.26. T. arnoving 
renders the Text, Qui irrigabit vallem cedrornm, which fhall water the Valley of 
cedars, thofe choifeft trees planted in the paradife of God, P/a}. 92.13. For € th 
He ) as the Tabernacle was built and garnifhed of old with Shittim-Wwood, for the 
moft part, Exod. 25. 5.& 26.15.8& 27. 1. & 30.1. fois the fpiricuall cemple, with 
thefe fpirituall cedars. 

Verje 19. Egypt lall be a defolation, ] By Egypt and Edom, are meant all Chrifts 
adverfaries, whether they be profeffed open enemies as were the Egyptians, or falfe 
brethren asthe Edomites. Romifts have been both, and fhall therefore be defolz. 
ted, Rev. 17.16. with 11.8. 

For the vislence againf? the children of Judah, | From the very cradle of the 
Church, Exod.1. yea fooner : for Efan inthe very womb juftled his brother faco, 
and offered violence againft him, that be might lofe no time, 

becanfe they. have fhed innocent blood in the land. The Saints blood is called, 
innocent blood; 1. Becaufe their finnes are remitted. 2. Becaufe they are caufe- 
lefly killed. ` And this is a land-defolating finne. The innocent blood fpilt by Mas 
nafjeh, brought the captivity : the Marsun times, our late troubles. The blood of 
the Martyrs, fhed by Turk and Pope (whom the Jew-Do@ors underftand by Egypt 
and Edoxs here ) fhall be the ruine of them both. : 

Verfe 20. But Fudah fall dwell for ever, ] Perpetuitas Ecclefie declaratur, faith 
Mercer: The perpetuity of the.Church is declared, and aflured. The blood of Mar- 
tyrs is the feed of the Church, Chrift is with his to the end of the world : and thofe 
Roman perfecutours who fought to root out Chriftian Religion, and erected pillars 
inmemory of what they had done, or rather attempted that way , what gor they 
thereby but perpetuall ignominy, befidesthe irrepairable loffe of their fouls, bodies,’ 
and fortunes >? o’ os ae i 


Ts vero, Herodes Sanguninolente, time. 
Bega. l 


The Church as the Palm-tree, fpreadeth and fpringeth up the more it is oppreffed: ` 


Durirutilex asthe bottle or bladder, that tnay be dipt, not drowned : as the oak that taketh 
oe heart to grace from the maims and wounds given it, and fprouts our thicker : as Fe- 
Cus. Ayi ~ ı nugreek , which the worfe it is handled, the better it growes, ‘as Pliny faith. No 
Plin.l.18.c.16. fowl is more preyed upon then the pigeon ; no creature more killed up then fheep: 
Optatus, yet are there more pigeons then birds of prey, more fheep then flaughter-men, &c. 
Verfe 21. For Iwil cleanfe their blood that I bave not cleanfed, } i.e. Twillclear 

their confciences from dead works, from the ftain and fting of all nne, char they 

may not queftion their right to thefe precious ‘promifes ; but boldly take the com- 

fort of them: I will fay unto them, Such were. Lome of you: but yc ave wafbed, but 

Je are juftified, but ye are fanttified. Be of good cheer therefore, fth your finnet, 

Jour bloody finnes are forgiven Jon. Or thus, I wsl? cleanfe their blood, that is, I will 

declare that the blood of the godly which the world thought to have been juftly 


fpilt, was indeed innocent blood, and thacthey were flain without caufe. This I - 


will do, partly by rooting out and damning their enemiés, and partly by clearing 
their innocencie, and crowning their conftancy. Thus Mercer, Levely, Ge. | 
for the Lord dwelleth in Zion. 7] This is thëjaft promife bur not the leait. ` Ie re- 
‘ferreth, faith Danaus, to Chrift taking our flefh ; by 'the which he dwelt among us, 
being God manifett in the fieth, 1 Tim. 3.16. and'Job. 1.14, ‘The word was made 
fiefh, and.dwelt amongft us, and we faw the glory thereof, &¢;'" This isreferved to 
the laft place, as the can/a & cumulys felicstatis: efpecially fince he dwellech with 
his Church for ever, as itis in the precedent verfe, and ‘maketh her a true: Pehovab 
Shammah, as the is called, Ezech. 48. 35. i 


A COM- 


themfelves with the daughters of Moab ( as Jarchi noteth ) but fhall bee purified ` 


~. but bind heavy burdens, if need be, upon the fhoulders of obftinate finners, that 
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COMMENT 
EXPOSITION 
Of the Prophefie of 

AMOS. 


| Cunar.* J: 


PTAH E. words of Amos, Not of that Amos who wag . 
ITA @ father to //aizh, ( as fome Ancients, for want of He- 
{EON brew, miftook it) but a-man of meaner rank: rade 2 COILG 
ni Pa in Speech, but not in knowledge, tam fenfuum nomine 
quam fimplicitate verborum clarus, as Hierom faith 
S of Didymus. The Jews firname him, emés Thè 
ter Billig ~<A Stammerer: asif he had been a man, not onely of a 
1 dow, but of a lerfeme language ; one that had an impediment in his fpeech, as Mark Louda, 
7-32. and this they gathėr from his name Ames, which fignifieth a burthen, asif Ut Michael . 
» thisherds-man had had bovem in ding wa,a clog upon his tongue: and could notutrer “O™ 
himfelf freely. But let this paffe for a Jewith tradition, Trueit is, that Amos is 
by interpretation a burden: and no leffe crue, that the words of Amos are onerofa - 


` prophetia, the burthen of the word of the Lord to Ifrael by Him, (See the Note on 


Mal, 1.1.) whoisa vehement Prophet laden with reproofs and threatnings, (as Conminationi« 

Luther faith of him ) fuch as the land. was not able to bear, faid that Malecontent bus ac repre. | 
1 Amaxiah, who had fel in aure; his gall in his ears, as they write of fome crea= fenfionbus. 

tures. Bur truth mutt be {pokén, however it be taken : neither may. Gods Minifters Onu/tas. 


meddle with roothleffe truths onely, (as Balac bid, Neither curfe nor bleffe at all) Am..7.10 


may cripple their iron finewes, and make them buckle under the fenfe of Gods une 
fupportable difpleafure. eee ark ae el 
Who Was amoug the herden of Tekeah, |} He was no Prophet, neither was hee a 


1 Cor,1,27; 
Prophets fonxe ; but an herdman and a gatherer of Sycomore fruit, chap., 7. 14. peal! 


~ and extraordinarily called to this high office, by Him who choofech the foslifo things 


of the world to confound the Wife: and the weak things of the world, to confound tha 
mighty, who enabled thedumb Affe to forbid his Matters madnefie; 2 Per: 2.16. 


T 3 and 


ee oe eg Re ae eee 


Kimchi in loc. 
dy in cap.3.10 


DIAG ó Ods 
TOSTUIALIVESY 
Herodot, 


2 Kin.14.20, 
25.8 2 Chro, 
26.657,8, &e. 


An. Expofition ie 


and fent this down-right Net-herd to deal with a bruitifh people, worfe then the 
Ox and Affe that have no underftanding, Pfal. 32. Efay 1.3. 705 Lo. 4. and who 
had changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into a forr-footed calf, and creep 
ing things, Rom. 1.23. Tekoah is faid to be fix miles from Bethlehem, twelve from 
Jerufalem, feituate in the'tribe of Fudab, 2 Chron. 11.6. Quingnins thar learned 


‘Hebrew, therefore is utterly out;in faying that ‘Tekoah wasa great townin the tribe 


of Afer. os é 
which he faw concerning Ifrael, | He not onely heard thefe words, but faw them 
inavifion: hehad them by revelation from God. See the Note on, Hof: ter, 
conzerning Ifrael, | Or, agaiaf Ifrael, thatis, the ten revolted tribes, who had 
many Prophets fent chem, to foretell their captivity. God loves to forefignifie. 


In the dayes of Uxxiah, &c. At the fame time with Ho/ea, and Ifaiab and © 


Micah, when Procas Sylvius was king of the Latines, and Sardanapalus of the 
Affyrians, as Hierom faith. ; ‘ 
and in the dayes of Yeroboam,’| the fecond; not that Sisneftuen Indeis caput, 
that Jeroboam the fonne of Nebat, who caufed Ifraelto finne. Under the raign of 
thefe two kings Judah and Ifrael werein great profperity : and, bewitcht there- 
with, applauded themfelves in their impiety, as Pfal. 73. 5. 6. This Prophet . 
therefore is fent to roufe them and rub them up, to tell thera their own, and‘what. 
they fhould cruft to. 3 E 
Two years before the earthquake.) That notable earth-quake, famous and. frefh 
in moft mens memories. Whether it fell out juft then when Weir attempted to 
offer incenfe, and was therefore {mitten wirh leprofie, 2 King. 15. 5. asfome An- 
cients affirme: or whether at that inftant , when 2Z/ay ina vifion {aw the Lord’ 
in his glory, and the pofts of thedoor mooved, E/iy 6. 4. as fome Rabbins cell us, 
I have not to fay., It feems to be foretold, chap, 3.5. andto terrible it was, that 


` people fled from it, Zach. 14, 5: Seethe Note there.. Pofephs maxerh mention of 


<ie, inthe ninth Book of his Aves 


4. 


Columbam ve- 
getat, foaraba- 
um necat, 
Occum, 


quities, chap. x1.and telleth us, that half a grear 
hill was removed by it out of its place, and carried four furlongs another way : fo 
that the high-way was obftructed, and the kings gardens utterly marred. God, by 
fuch extraordinary works of his, fheweth his juftice and difpleature againft finne, 
P/al. 18.8. Efay 13.23. as alfo his fpecial mercy to his praying people, as at 4r- 
tioch, inthe yeer 529, and at Bers Anno 1584; near unto which city a certain hill, 
carried violently beyond and over other hills, isreported by Polanus ( who Sived 
in thofe parts ) to have covered a whole village that had 90 families in it ; one halt 


Lede fytag.yhoufe onely excepted wherein the mafter of the family with his wife and children 


were earneftly calling upon God. Oh the terrour of the Lord ! and oh the powerof 
rayer | - 

P Verfe 2. And he faid, The Lord will roar, | This is {poken for the terrour of the 
wicked, asthe like was /ee/ 3.16. for the comfort of the gogly. See the Note there. 
The word, as Mofes, faves the Iraelite, flayes the E Egyptian; and is, as the fra- 
grancy of precious ointment: of which Oecumenius telisus, thatit refrefheth th 

Dove, but killeth the Beetle. See 2 Cor. 2,16. withthe Note. The Prophet here 
tells Idolatrous Ifrael to their teeth, that God will no longer deal fairly with them 


` asa fhepherd, but fiercely asa lion: he will not onely roar upon them, but rent che 


caul of their hearts: as the lion, together with his roar, layes his pawes upon the 


` prey. And that ye may know that thefe are not bug-bear termes, devifed on pur- 


Navite de . 
ventis, de tau- 
ris narrat 
orator. 
Bucholcer. 


pofe to affright filly people, and that I fhoot not Fot-gunsat you. 

-the habitations of the foepherds fall mourn, &c. | Thatis, all your bravery fhall 
down: all your wealth and wordly greatneffe fhall wither : the top of your Carmel, 
the Zenith of your profperity fhall be blafted, and the Jeene foon altered. All this 
the Prophet ufed to fhepherdy, expreffeth accordingly, Artis fue nfns fermonibus 
( asit is natural} for all Artifts todo ) but with a great deal of life and boldneffe. 
Verbis vivis, animatis fententiis, © fpiritus fervore fagrantiffimas, as One faith of 
Savanarolas Meditations upon P/al. § 1. : : T 

Verfe 3. For three tranfgreffions of Damafcus and for fonr, ] For their feven, . 
that is, feverallfinnes, not afew: for their many and bony provocations, for their , 


progreffe in finne, without mean, or meafure. The Jews here note, that for three . 


faults God will pardon a man, but let him beware of che fourth: God will not al- 
. wayes 


~ 


CuapP.l. 


"the Prophecie. of Amos. 


wayes ferve man for a fiwniag-jfock, but break off his abufed patience, and proceed 
to punifhmenct. Loail chefe things worketh God twice and thrice with man, Iob 33. 
29. but [ec him not thereupon grow over-bold : left he pay for his prefumption, 
Sin iterated is greatly aggravated; as ‘cyphers added increafe the fumme: and 
though it may Heep along time, yet it is butasa fleeping-debr not called for of 
many yeers, required at length: as Sauls finne in flaying the Gibeonites, was nor 
punifhed ull fourty yeers after: as loabs killing of Abzer, flept all Davids dayes; 
&c. Now, lett Irae! looking upon Syria yet flourifhing, fhould promife themfelyes 
like impunity, they are here thus threatned. ' : 

1 Will not turn away the puatfoment thereof, ] but pay them home for the new 
and the old ; yea, for the old by occafion of the new; for their obftinate and incu- 
rable wickednefle, I will punifh them /even-times more, and feven times more, and 
fevento that, Lev. 26. 24. &c. and fo hang them up, as it were, in gibbers; for a 
warning to Ifrael, that they may waf their feet inthe blood of thefe Heathens, and 


- redeem their own forrows. 


becanfe they have threfoed Gilead, | i.e. the Gileadites whom they had taken 
captive, and thuscruelly intreated. See 2 King. 13. 7.and ro. 32. where it ap- 
peareth, that all this was done, not without the Lord: which yet is no excufe to 
Haxaels cruelty. That Conquerours were wont to ufe this kinde of torment and 
punifhment, feé 2 Sam. 12. 31. But that Dsvid fhould do fo, is fome wonder: hee 
was hardly recovered of his late foul fall: and thence haply, fo much harfhneffe. 
Certain it ts, that the mercifull God abhorreth cruelty toward his creature ; and fe- 


_ verely punifheth ic: fuch as was this of Hazael toward Ifrael, foretold by Elifa, 


2 King.8.12. and afterwards of Prelomie Lathurus King of Egypt, who flew 30000. 
Jews aconce: and forced the reft to eat up their dead carcaffes. So that barbarous 
Duke of Alva, rofted fome of his prifoners to death, ftarved others, and that even 


' after quarter : faying, though he promifed co give them their lives, he did not pro- 


mife to finde them meat. Diotelleth us of the Jews that dwelt about Cyrene, in 
the dayes of Trajan ; that they flaughtered a great fort of Romans and Creeks af- 
ter a miferable manner ; fawing them down the middle from the crown of the head, 


Pfi: 


H iff. of Ne-: 
therl.Grimff, ` 


tearing their ficth with their teeth, fmearing themfelves with their blood, and Tr in re 


wearing their skins for coverings, &c. fo that 200000 people perifhed there: and’ 
befides in Ecypr, and Cyprus, 240000, by the like abhorrid cruelty, and about the 
fame time, by the fame hands. Beware of men, Mat. 10. 
Verfe 4. Bat I will fend a fire inte the boufe of Hazael, ] Sin doth as naturally 
draw judgements, to it, as the load-ftone doth iron, or turpentine fire: and hainous 
finnes, heavieft judgements ; devouring plagues: Such as are the fire of warre, 


Phal. 78. 63. peftilence, Lev. 10. 3. forreigne enemies, Num. 2.1. 28. fer. 48.45. 


homebred confpiracies, ?udg. 9. 15, 20. befides the fire of hell, whereof all miferies 
here are but rypicat. Let men kiffe the Son therefore, left Gods anger be kindled : 
and get the fpirit of judgement, and of burning, that they may dwell with everlaft. 
ing burnings. For evenour God ts a confuming fire, Heb, 12.29. ve? 
. Verfe 3. I willbreak, alfo the barre of Damafcus, || i.e. their power and might; 
all ftrength defenfive, or offenfive, and fo make way forthe enemie into the cit r 
give him a fair entrance without refiftance. Itis God that orders the battle, and 


_ renders mens attempts vain, or profperous, E/ay 54.ult. Fer. 50.9. ‘whencefoever 


the fword comes, it is bathed in heaven, Efa. 34. 5. 

and cut off the inhabitant from the plates of Aven. J Campus idoli, the plain, or 
valley of idols (fo Mercer rendreth it ) that is, of Syria given to idolatry ; or Da- 
mafcus, a very Péneropelis, and therefore ripe for ruine. ee ee 

and him that holdeth the fcepter,] A plain peripbrajis of a king; ( called oft by 
Homer, auijity@-, Scepter-bearer ) or of him that was to fucceed in the kingdom. 
The French call him Dolpbia, the Spaniards, Jnfant, &c. Out Henry the fecond 
crowned his eldeft foane Henry, while he was yetalive, and put the Scepter into hi 
hand : which made his ambition quite turn off his obedience. =a 


.- from the honfe of Eden, | Or, of pleafure, the kings palace, a very paradife. God: 
denieth not great men their lawful! pleafures, for tefrefhment, amidft their weighty 


bufineffes,&c. but yet they muft remember St.lewses his charge againft the Grandees 
Of his time, Te bave lived in pleafure on the earth, and been wanton: ye have nonri- 
A Ped 


Tajan, 


g Daniel, 


Jam. 5,5; 


224. eAn Expoftion on Curar, Csat .i. the Praphecie of Amos. 2.25. 
Joed your hearts. as ina day of flanghter, or of good cheer. And that of Abraham 
to Dives, Son remember that thie in thy life time receivedft thy good things &c. Luk, 
16. 25. which text Gregory the great could never read, Dut his heart aked with cough, by fucking his blood. 


gianSover.  feare, left it fhould be his own cafe. Jtis well obferved, that Philedoni Lovers of aad heve not remembred the brotherly covenant | that paffed of old betwixt Da- 
pleafures are fet as laft and worft of thofe wicked ones, 2 Tim. 3. 4. Solomon is bla- vid, Solomon, and Hiram their king. Or rather, that between Jacob and Efan 
med for {pending thirteen yeares in building his houfe, and planting thofe paradifes and their refpective pofterity, which the Tyrians fhould have promoted by labou- 
about it, Eccle. 2.5. os ring a reconciliation betwixe thefe diffenting brethren: but they contrariwife blew- 
Sirabo.l. x7. and the people of Syria foall go into captivity #nto K ir] A place of Media, called up the coales, and rather ftirred up more ftrife then ftinted it. T hey called nor 
by other Authors Cyrrha, or (as others think Cyrene in Egypt, or Africa. This to mind what unity and amity ought co be between people fo neer allyed : and what 
was fulfilled 50. yeares after by Tig/ath Pilefer. good offices they fhould therefore have done for them. oo 
faith the Lord] who fpake the word and it was done Pfal. 33. 9. and 148. 5e ; 
And what wonder, when his Fiat only made the world, and he can as eafi ly unmake 
it, if he pleafe. 
Verfe 6. For three tranfgre fions] See the Note on ver. 3. 
ef Gaza] One of the five chief cities or Satrapies of the Philiftines ; an ancient 


Jam, 5.5 the truth of that divine proverb.. The tender mercies of the Wicked are cruel z they 
m. 5.9. 


help their clients no otherwife, then the wolfe in the fable helped the theep of his 


ETETA 


Protinus indigni fraternum rumpere fedus, Horas. 


Thou foalt not abkorr an Edomite, for he is thy brother. Thisis Gods argument to 


E fee Ifrael Dewt; 23.8. Should not the Tyrians have faid the liketo the Edomites, 
15.1. de. 


arb.cap 11, "ame, Gen. 10. 19. Dent. 2. 23. 1 Sam.6.17. and not fo firft called by Cambyfes, - and fo fought to have pacified them, rather then gratified chemin their hereditas. 
tn making it his Magazine, when he marched againft Egypt, as Mela would per- ty hatred, and deadly feud &c. they put themfelves amongft thofe worft of men, 
{wade us. i which, given over of God, though they know the law, how that.they which com- 

Iwill not tur aay] Or I will noe convert them, as fome render it ( fo verfe _ mit fuch things are worthy of death, yét not only do the fame, but al:o take pleafure 

2. 9. &c. ji. €. nom reducam ad mifericordiam fisam, I will thew them no mercy: in thofe that do them Rom. 1. v/t. - 

but they fhall have a» evill, an only evill Ezek. 7. 5. without mixtureof mercy, This Verfero. Therefore | will fend a fire upon the walles. of T. “yrs This was fulfilled 

is punifhment enough.  fhortly after in the warr that Salmanafar waged againft the Tyrians, whereof fee 

becaufe they carried away captive the whole captivity] This cruelty God fingleth Joleph: lib. o. chap. 14. Orin Nebuchadnexzars warr with them, whereof read 

out (as before) asafingular fin that fhall be furely punifhed. Now that is called Ezech. 29. 18, Jer. 27. 3. and 47- 4- Jofeph:. cont. Appion. lib. 2. Or Alex- 

a whole or perfect deportation, when none efcapeth ; but all of all forts, fexes, and anders, Curt: lib. 4. Juftin. lib, 11. It is good for men to tremble at Gods 

fizes,are carried away, as by a {weeping raine, or univerfall deluge. Jer 13.19 fa- judgments whiles they hang in the threatenings, as Jofieh did:. and not to tempt 

dah fhall be carried away captive allofit: it fhall be wholy carried away Captive. - the Spirit of the Lord, as Ananias and Sapphire did Act. 5. 9. by putting it to the 

_ Whether this were Jadah or /fraed that was fo inhumanely dealt with by the Phi-. proof, whether he will be dicti (xi, Dominus as good as his word. aM 

liftines, we find not. Something like it we read 2 Chron. 21. 16, 17. leel. 3. 64 ‘ Verfe 11. For three tranfgreffions of Edom Œc.) i. e of. the Edomites, the 

See the Note there. Rabbines underftand the Romi/ts chofe falfe-brethren the Popes blood-hounds. See 

to deliver them up to Edom Or to font them np in Edom their moft inveterate dead- the parallel made by D. 7.:y/or in his fermon called the Ronsifh Edomite. ao. 

“ly enemy ; to whom the Philiftines delivered or fold them on this condition or bar- becuufe he did pur(ue tis brother with the Sword] Firft when he drove him from 

gaine, that they fhould hold them there in perpetuall and irrevocable flavery. houfe and home for fear ofhislife, which he threatened ro take from him Gen, 278 

Verfe 7. But 1 willfend a fire] i. ce anenemy, faith Drufins, which, asa fire, and afterwards came againft him (returning home-wards) with foure hundred cut- 

fhail confume all. This was fulfilled by Uzziab 2 Chron. 26. 6. whenceit was af- throates at his hecls Gen. 32. 6, 8. tofmite the mother with the children, ver. 11. 

rerward called Gaza which és defart, Act. 8. 26. Next in his pofteriry, thofe fworn fwordmen of the devill: that denied Gods Ifra- 

which fall devour the palaces thereof | built likely in the blood of the poor affli@. el paffage in the wilderneffe, comming out againft him with much people, and 

ed, and having finne at the bottome, which blew up all at length, as the voyce from with a {trong hand Num. 20. 20. to his great difcouragement: Num, 21. 4. And 

Cedren: hif. heaven faid to Phocas, who likewife laid his foundation in blood. See the Noteon i ever after, bore him an aking tooth, and waited him a fhrewd turn ; joyning with 

14E 543 werfe 4, : 


the enemy, and taking all advantages of mifchief. See 2 Chron. 28. 17. Pfal. 137.7. 


Virfe 8, AndI will cut off the inhabitant from Afbed | Thefe other foure Satra- Obad. 10. 11. Malice is commonly hereditary, and runsin the blood. And (as we 
"pies of the Philiftines ( Gath isnot mentioned, becaufe haply Time had now tri- '_ufe co fay of Runner )the older it is, the {tronger. Sa saii 
umphed over it, fo that it lived by fame only ) were the worfe likely, and fared and did caft off all pitty] Heb. corrupted hiseompaffions, forgot his brotherhood, 
the worfe for Gaza’s ill neighbourhood : like as Hamath did for Damafcus | banifhed natural affection out of his bofome, and put off all: humanity. » The Rab- 
Zech. 9. 2. bines tell us, that out of the profaneneffe of his Spirit fax put away his circumcifi- 
and Iwill turn mine handy Not in mercy as Zech. 13. 7. but for further mif- on, by drawing up againe the foreskin with a Chirurgeons inftrument. -: Whether 
chief; Iwill havea double blow at. Ekron, where Beelzebub the Grandiabolois this were fo or-not, Ihave nottofay: but that he corrupted his com afins (if 
worthipped, Irerabo plagam z and when I have done with the reft, I will begin againe any ever he had ) violated the law of nature, and abolifhed the bowelsof a bro 
with Ekron ; Ackeronta movebo, ther, the brotherly covenant, this text affureth us; even all the affections, duties, 
and the remnant of the Philiftines Thisisdreadfull, but due to them, and juft, and refpects of blood and natureby which he was bound. His grandfather Abras 
upon them for their favage dealing with Ifrael verfe 6. This was fulfilled by Hezee bam could fay to his nephew Zor, Let there be no difference between: thee and me ; 
kiah conquering all that countrey 2 King. 18.8. See Tofephus lib. 9. cap. 13. . for we are brethren, Gen. 13.8.. This one: confideration was retentive enough, 
Verfe 9. For three tranfgreffions of Tyrus] That crown of the fea Efay. 234% cooler fufficient ro his choler  . ĝt waseven as the Angel that ftayd: his hand: when 
-  ı -mediainfuperabilis unda, ll Alexanders time, whojoyned itto Continent, and the blow was comming, Gen. 22.-It fhould havebeen fo with- Edem: . good blood 
afterwards ruined it. Charged itis here, as thofe before, 1. with incurable ob- , would not have belyed it felf:. But he hadloft-his brotherly: bowels, and even pur 
ftinacy. 2. with extreamé cruelty, ; : os off manhood : he had wiped out all ftirrings.of good natute,, as a man’ wipeth a a King. ar. 
becanfe they delivered wp the whole captivity] which either themfelves had taken, dith, wiping is and turning it spGde down, asthe ictipture {péakerh.in another cafe: ‘r J 
An or that had fled to them for refuge in fome common calamity : but were betrayed oras when a man emptieth wine out of acup; the fides are yet moift: but whenie 
by them into the hands of their bittereft enemies. See verfe6. and acknowledge isrinfed and wiped, there remaines not the léaft taft or tin@ure. ` igre ee 


the 


and : 
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ABAD anger Gea teare perpernalg Jie: He in bis anger did teare, asa beatt of That they might enlarge their border | but firft root out the little ones, that elfe 

prey, and rage without intermiffion. The enemies of the Church do fo ftill ; Auch , might hereafter claime and recover their fathers poffeffions. So at the Sicilian 
Pial. 14. is their implacable hatred againft God and his truth: they eat up Gods people as they e 5 ers they ript up their own women that were with child by the French: that no 

eat bread, yea they tread down and teare in pecces, as if there were none to delis French blood might remaine amongft them. See the Note on Hof. 13. 16. and 

ver. At-the Town of Barre in Fraxce, when it was taken by the Papifts, all kind learn to deteftcovetoufneffe, that root of al evill, 1 Tim. 6. 10. Better converfe 

of cruelty wasufed, faith Mr. Fox: children wereeut up, and the guts of fome of with a Canibal, then witha truly covetous caytiffe: and more curtefie you may 

them and hearts pulled out, which in rage they tare and gnawed with their teeth, abe amas then with , : 
Ad. and Mon. The Italians likewife which ferved the king there did for hatred of religion break Verft 14. But I will kindle a fire &c.1] with mine own hands ( not only fend a 
fol. 1951. forth into fuch fury,that they did rip up a living child,and took his liver being as yer ics EAA E EAE E EE, Gerea (ance paved 
Erafin. eif. red hot, and eat it asmeat. Erafmus tells of an Auguttine friar,who openly in the told him how that Faruefixs the Popes General had ravifhed certain Ladies ) brake 1-if- prof. 
hb. 16. adob- pulpit at Antwerp wifhed, that Luther were there, that he might bire out his. out into thefe hot words: If I had the villaine here, I would kill him with mine own 24: 997+ 
Hepes throat with his teh. And Friar Brejierd in a conference with Bilney brake out hands : neither was he ever heard to {peak any thing with fo great anger, in all his 
Aft.and Men, to thefeangry words: But that I beleeve and know that God and all his faints dayes. 
914. ` will take revengement everlafting on thee, I would furely with thefe nailes of mine with footing inthe day of battle | Cums clangore, velululatz with noifeof trum- 

bethy death. Pray therefore with David, Deliver nor the foul of thy turtle dove ets and fouldiers, fo terrible, haply, as that in the bloody fight betwixt the great 
eel a on tothefe deftroyers ec. Curfed be their anger, for it isfierce: and their wrath for Turk Amurath 3. and Lazarus Defpot of Servia: where the noife was fo great, Turk: dif, 


it is cruel. that the wild beaftsin the mountains ftood aftonied, and the birds fell to the earth 300, 


and kept his wrath for ever] Though himfelf was mortal, yet his wrath, might amazed thereat. 
- feem to be immortal: as was Hanibads againft the Romanes, and our Edward the with a tempcft | i.e. with incredible fwiftneffe, and allon the fudden: and fothe 
Dan, hift firft againft the Scots: againft whom being about to march, he adjured his fon more terrible, becaufe impetuous. 
fol. 201. and Nobles, that, that ifhe died in his journy into Scotland, they fhould carry his Verfs 15, And their king foall go inta captivity] Where he may find as little fa. 
corpes with them about Scotland, and not fufferit to be enterred, till chey had ab- vour as Zedekiab did with Nebuchadnezzar, Valerian with Sapores the Perfian, Bae 
dne.ep.97, ‘flutely fubdued the countrey. Anger may ru% into a wile mans bofome, but iazet with Tamerlan the Scythian: and not fo much as Gilimer king of Vandals 
B27. | fhould not reft there. Eccle. 7. 9. for it corrupteth the heart, as vineger doth the with Bellizarins, of whom he requefted (and obtained) thefe three things, a loafe, 
veffel wherein it long continueth ; Of the Athenians ic was faid, that their anger a fpunge, and an harp: a loafe to relieve him, a {punge to wipe his weeping eyes, 
awas seKevusos everlafting ; but that wasbut fmallto their condemnation. Thou and an harpe to cheer him up in his captivity. : 
fhalt neither revenge nor remember ill turns Lev. 19. 18. where fervare is put for ` He and his Princestogether | Lords and lofels fhall fare alike: the fword {pareg 
Ar.Rhetr. fervare iram to keep, for to keep ones anger: to fhew that there is nothing chat a , neither ; And in hell Potentes potenter torquebuntur Mighty men fhall be mightily 
49-1 “man is more ready to keep; as beeing a vindictive creature; Arefforde faith ( but tormented, 
abfurdly } that ic is more manly to be revenged, then to be reconciled: and this 
the world calleth manhood: but indeed it is deghood rather. The manlier any man 
is, the milder and more mercifull, as David 2 Sam. 1. 12. And fulins Cafar, CHAP. II, 
Hane. when he had Pompey’s head prefented to him, wept, and faid, Non msihs placet vite IA ; 
1Cor. 6.7. dicta fed victoria, Í feck not.revenge buc victory. And the Apoftle purpofely dif- : f ; : 
graceth revenge of injury by a word that fignifieth difgrace, loffe of victory,. or ime Perfe i. QQOQr three tranfyreffions co.) Or malicious Wickedneffes with ax high band 
potency of mind. Thunder, haile, cempeft, neither trouble nor hurt celeftiall . committed, and heaped up to that height. Seechap. t. 3. 
bodies: no more doth anger, great minds. Edom was fhort-{pirited, foon kind- becanfe he burat the bones of the king if Edom) A Wicked man, but yet a man: PERA 
led, and not eafily appeafed ; his wrath kept no bounds, as the word here vfed and God ( whois a lover of mankind ) fhewes himfelf fenfible of the injuries and gts 
importeth: hiscoales were coales of Jansper, fierce and long lafting: his fire not indignities done but to his dead body : fuch an enemy he is to cruelty to his crea- 
ı Elementary, but culinary; nourifhed by low and unworthy confiderations: a fruit tures. That Mefa king of Moab bore a fpeciall edge againft the king of Edom, 
of the flefh, and fuch as excludes out of heaven Gal. 5:20,21. Itwas not the pafi- fought to break thorough the army to him but could not, and afterwards facrificed 
ı on, but the babit of hatred which St. James calleth the devs Jam. 4.7. and St. Paul his {on and heir whom he had taken in that fally made upon the king of Edoms 
counfelleth men not to give place to chat devill: and for that end, not to let the quarters, we read 2 King. 3. 26, 27. „There are fome that think that at another 
Sun go down upon their wrath Ephe. 6. 26. See Ezech: 35.5, where Edom. time, overcomming the Edomites, he dig’d up the bones of that king out of his fe- 
is charged with a perpetual hatred, and therefore threatened with blood, and de- pulcher, he dsrae thems to lime, that is prorfus, perfetliffime & abfolutifim? as fome $ 
folation, as here. : ARA A fenfe it, to afhes and cinders as Efay. 33. 12. oF (for greater revenge, and con- Tereni 
Verfe12. But I wil fend a fire] A fierce enemy, ut fupra. The inhabitantsof ı tempt, ) be whitelimed the walles of his pallace therewith, asGen, 14. 3. Pfal. 69. 
Teman and Boxra, together with other the pofterity of Efau, were famous for pow- 23- Efay. 22. 21. Thus, in that horrid maffaçre of Paris, they cut ofthe Admi- 
erand policy Obad, 8. 9. ler. 49. 7. Efa. 34. 6. Butthere is no wifdome, might rall’s head ( whom before they had murthered ) and prefented it to the Q, mo- Speed. 5161. 
nor counfell againft the Lord Prov, 21. 30, 31. Hecan make fooles and babies of ther; who, balming it, fentit for a prefent to the Pope, who thereupon caufed = 
the Churches enemies : he can frre out their malice &c. the Maffacre to be pictured in the Vatican hall; under one fide is Coliguiy & focie ; ; 
Verfe 13. I will not turn away the punifoment. thereof] Or I will not turn and . orm cades, On the other, Rex Colignij cedem probat. The King himfelf( viz aera 
reduce him to my felf by repentance, that I may fhew him mercy, as Lam. 5, 22. Charles 9. ) beholding the bloody bodyes of thofe then maffacred : and feeding his ` be 


eye on fo wofull a {pectacle, breathed out this bloody Speech Quam bonus eft ador 


der. 31. 18, but barden his heart haften his deftraction. : ; 
3 n his heart, and haften his deftruction hoftis morti. How fweer is the fmell ofa Nain enemy : another hel-hag faid upon See: belh 


becanfe they have ript #p the women with child] Immane facinus, ce vicinis indig- 


num, faith Mercer, A cruel fad, and the worle, becanfedoneby fo neere neigh- ` a like occafion, that fhenever beheld fo goodly a peece of tapeftry, asthe faces of Pe 
bours, andallyes ; thusto kill wo at one blow, and thofe alfo innocent and impo- thofe butchered Saints. This infulting over the dead is, that peece of cruelty 
tent, and fuch as they ought to have fpared by the law of nature, and of nations: which the church complaineth of P/2/. 79. 2. Cornelius a Lapide upon this text 


and all this, meerely out of covetoufneffe and ambition. Fryes our of it as an mhumane and fhamefull thing both becaufe the honour of 


fepulturs 
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isan ee en er recarees oe LSE 
fepulture is the laft dues of the dead ; and alfo becaufe thisis to tight with dead 
carcaffes. Yet this hach been practifed. by one Pope againft another, and by ma. 
ny of the Popes Champions here in Exgland, who unburied and burnt the bodies 
of Paslus Phagins, Peter Martyrs wife,.and many others: Cardinal Wolfey had 
a purpofe ( had he not been prevented by death ) to have taken up King Heories 
body at Wixdfor, and to have burnt tt. How much better Charles the fifth 
(yet no friend to the Reformation, but a prudent Prince ) who entring Wittenber 
asa Conquerour, and being importuned to dig up the dead bodies of Lather. and 
other Reformers, refufed to violate their graves, and fent away Melanéthon Po. 
meran, and fome other eminent Preachers unhurt, not fo much as once forbiddin 
them to publifh openly the doctrine chat they profeffed ? Cambyfes heareth ijf 
among all men for his digging up the dead body of 4mafis King of Egypt, and 
caufing itto be whipe and brickt; and Syla for the like cruelty to C. Marins, 
Of aif fowl we moft hate and deteft the Crowes ; and of all beafts, the Jackals, 
(a kinde of Loxes in Surbarie ) becaule the one digs up the graves, and devours 
the fiefh, and the other picks out the eyes of the dead. Hine moraliter difce 
faith a Lapide; Learn hence alfo what a bafeneffe it is to rear and deface the good 
names of thole that are dead: to fly-blow their names is worfe then to burn, 
their bones to lime. And yet among many other men of mark that might bee 
inftanced , Adelsntilon mortuus tantiim non ut blafphemus in Deum crnci affigi 
tur, faith Zaachivs: not Papifts, but Lutherans laid blafphemy to his charge 
after his death , whom all Chrittendome worthily honoured for his learning and 
piety. 

Ferfe 2. But 1 will fend a fire,} See Chap. 1.4. 

and it foall devour the palaces of Kerioth,| A city fo fair and large that it hath 
a plural name, which fignifieth cities, by way of excellencie: as Athens was called 
the Grecce of Greece ; Rome, the Epitome of the world, &c. 

and Moib Shall die with tumult, | with all thefe together, on an huddle, asit 
were: they are here fet down by an elegant A/yadeton, to fet forth the fudden- 
neffe and terrour of the judgement threatned. They fhall be ftormed, and have 
no quarter giventhem. Here Ofiander noteth, that itis one of the many punifh- 
ments of fin, for a man not to die in his bed, bur in battel, Jt was promifed to 


lofiah, he fbould die in peace. Trueit is,he died in battel: but he died before chat . 


generall defolation that followed fhortly after. ( for indeed, with him died all the 
profperity of that people) And befides, his weeping and humiliation had altered 
the very nature of che trouble, and made warre to be peace to him. 

Verfe 3. And I will cut off the Indge,) i.e. the king, who fometimes fits him- 
{elf in Judgement, as K. Hen. 8. did here, ac the condemnation of L.imdert Mar- 
tyr: asthe King of Perfia doth oft at this day. I have feen him ( faith a travel- 
ler ) many times to alight from his horfe, onely to do juftice to a poor body. The 
Graud Signior himfelf fits one day inthe week to receive the poors petitions, and 
punifh the faulty Grandecs about him. For as he ftileshimfelf, Awen Peieawh, y 
that is, che worlds refuge: fo he would have the world to take notice, that fuch as 
lamentunto him, fhall be fure to have redreffe and faccour from him, although his 
Minifters fail chem, or abufe them, through their injuftice: Hence, few Vifers die 
in their beds. 

from the middft thereof. i. e. of Kerioth, the chief city where the Court was 
kept, as Kimchi faith, with a great deal of pomp ard pride. We have heard of the 
pride of Moab. See ler. 48.7, 11,14,18. Zeph. 2.8,10. It was their national fin, 
and fore-runner of their fall. 

Verfe 4. For three tranfgreffions of Judah, ] who were therefore worfe then the 
above-mentioned Nations, becaufe they ought to have been better. Befet they 
were with enemies round about, who dealt cruelly with them: and this fhould have 
made them to cleave more clofe to God: thefe borzes pufhing and {catrering them, 
fhould have pufhed them home to him: but it proved otherwife, For Judah alfo is 
found to to be incorrigibly flagitious, guilty, asthe former, of three tramsgreffions 
and of foar, cc. worfe in them then in others, becaufe zn Judah was God knows, 
and to them were committed the Oracles of God, whom they mighe hear eftfoons 
fcreeking out unto them, when they were putting forth their hands to Epa: 


- 


Team napa rnan Teo vial 


the Praphteieof Amos. 


Cuar.2. 
i Sca-Morifters:paffed by Godsswerdswitha deaf ear! 
se defpyed the law'of led: } They wouldvone of his counfell : they liked: 
well to live in Gods good land, but nor to live by Gods good lawes = like thofe in 
‘the Gofpel, they rejeted the counfel af God within shemifelves, and: that with (corne 
and disdain, as the word here nfed fignifieth. See the Notcon Hef: 6.6." >: 5 
and bave not kept his commandements, | though bolic, juft; and good, though’ 
fach, as if a man keep theim, (be it but Evangelically, £ fucéar, ctiamf non perficiat ) 
be foall tive in shem, by adife of grace; asthe flame lives in the oyle, or the creature 


by his food : Though in keeping thereof ( how much more for keeping thereof? )- 


i¢ great reward, Pal. 19. 11. oe a EE 
agile Ste dies canfed them, | that is, their idols (as the Vulgar well rendreth it ) 
and their will-worfhips: their new inventions, and gocd intentions, thereby to 
ferye ahd pleafe God. Thefeare properly called ies: becaufe contrary-to the law of 
truth ( whereto they are here oppofed ) and to Davids practife, who did thetrath, 
$ Tob. 1.6. and could fafely fay, J bate and abborre lying: bur thy law do I love; 
Pial. 119.163. and ver.104. Through thy precepts Y. get underflandsn : eberefore I 
e way. ` : Pee E a E ae 

BD ae ee fathers have walked. | So that they are a race of Rebels, a 
feed of évil-doers, and do fill up the meafure of their fathers fins, till wrath come 
upon them to the utmoft. This isno {mall aggravation, Ezek. 20. 30. Are ye pol- 
luted after the manner of your fathers? and commit’ ye wBoredors after their-abomi- 
tations. See Alts7. 51+ Muk 1 bee provoked by. you from one generation to 
maar But I will fend a fire upon Jadah. | They Mall alfo bear the: ponifhment 
of their iniquities, yet is it not faid as ver. 2: that Judah fhall die with tamult, &c~ 
God will make a diferente in his dealings with his own‘and others, his fonnes and: 
his flaves, thefe fhal! totally and finally. eere U once, Nab. +. 9. not fo the 
Saints. The Panpern w Puu eel paih, Pad Butof Judah a rem- 
ill referved, for royall ute, lial. 11. 11, 16. oA a > 

E goers bie oe of: Ifrael, 8c, }“The'ten Tribes come in laft : left 
they ( with whom his main bufineffe lay, and to'whom he will hence-forth apply 
him(cif ) Thould Conceit themfelves'priviledged’; becaufe for prefent prospered: 
, lekt they fhould read,or hear the menaces of Gods. month as men do the old ftories 
of forrein wars, that nothing concern them. - nae hed ` 


’ 
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Oh do not rhis’ abominable thing. But they rasgan monftra marii, as'One faith,’ 


Jer.44.4- 


Luk. 7.3% 


Liv, 18.3. 


_ becanfe they fold the righteons for filver, 3 Even Gols own paftaresfheep, that 


K s, precious fouls’: 'thefe they imade- fale of for-a little money, 
wate Becer i is a common medler ; e drives-the bargain, and bufineffe. 
to anupfhot.. Money, faith One, iè the worlds great Monarch, and bears moft Ma- 
ftery : whence it is, shat the Hebrew word Adarcon,nfed for money; Chron.a9.7- 
Efay 8. 27, comes of Adar, ftrong, or mighty, and Con, re prepare: to thew 

, thata moneyed manis a mighty man, as this world goes. lefts we may fay of 
money, asone doth wittily of Sardanapatus, the laft of the Affyride Monarchs = 


Sardanapalns, faith He, had a terrible namie. Sarnoreth a Prince; Dana judge, , 


Nipbal an overthrower, or Conquerour : no otherwife appliableto him, bue that 
his Luxury was the overthrow of both Soveraignty and Judgement. So is money 
mighty and well prepared, but it is to, blind thé eyes of the wife, and to pervert the 
matters of the righteous, Dent. 16. 10% who becaufe tot fo well underlaidas his ad- 
verfary, lies long languifhing tnany times at: Hopes hoppitad ; as that tame man did at 
the, pool of Bethefda,” bur might nót be {ped, becaufe (for want, hélike, of ftir- 
ring Angels} be could get none to put him’ itive che Pool immediatly after the Ane 
gel had ftirred it, That was a fad complaint made by the Prophet Habakkuk, chap. 
1.4. Behold thé lay is flacked, and ‘judgement doth never go forth: for she wicked 
doth circumvent thë righteous, viz. by his bribery and bafenefle, therefore Wrong 
judgement proceedeth, A Fudge isto ‘retain the decency and gravity of thie Law; 
yea of the Law-maker,’ with whoih their is:none iniquity, nor refpect of. perfons, 

, nor taking of gifts, 2 Chros.: 19. 7. Nec prece, nec precio, Siouldbethe Magiltrates 
Aatto: he fhould beakove all price or fale. : ' 


and the poor fora pair of Jhoorj; 3 For a cap of wine, Joc! 3.3. for handfuls of 
V i 


. barley, 
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barley, or peeces of bread, Ezek. 13.19. fora thing of nothing, fo bafe they were, 
grownat length: a very finall deal of gain would win themrover. See chap.8.¢, 

firft, a little matter would not hire them: it muft bee ji/ver, and a confiderable 
fumme too; as an harlot, that’requires at firft no {mall reward: but, afterwards 
proftituteth her felf light-cheap to all commers Sinne feemeth modeft and maiden. 
ly at firft : but‘meddle not, for it fooneth woadeth an impudency in mens forchicads, 


Crap: 


and debaucheth them: ms 

Verf.7. That-pane after the duff of the earth onthe head of the poor: } Covetouf- 
nefle is craving, and cruel:. it rides without reins, as Ba/eam did after the wages, 
of wickednefle ; and caresnot whofe head it rides over, to compaffe commodity.’ 
Yea it panteth after the duft of the earth, on the head of the poor, asdefitons nog 
onely to lay them in the duft , but to lay them a-bleeding, and a-dying there. They 
gape over the head / or life ) of the poor, in the duft of theearth (ío fome read 


the words ) as devifing todeftroy them. A poor-manslivelyhood is his life, Mar. 


12. slt. Luke 8.43. fora poor man in his houfeis likea {nail ina thell ; crush thig, 
and you kill him. Thefe cormorants earneftly defired , and indzavoured co bring dult 
upon poor mens heads ( the garb of thofe that were in heavineffe, Iob 2. 12. Ezech. 
27.30. Lam.2.20. ) by theis oppreffions and injuftice ; yea to bring them downto. 
the duft of death, tofet them as farre under ground, as now they wereabove. Lo 
this they do as greedily, and as greatly defire, as ferpents and other hot creatures 
covet the freth air, to cool their {corched entrails. See Ier. 14.6. Job 5.5. and 7.2, 
Tt is faid of Sawl the perfecutour,that he breathed out threatnings 2gaiaft the Church, 
Aé&s9.1. asatired Wolf, that wearied with worryitig the flock, Leth panting 
for breath. So Bonner whipt the poor Martyrs, tili he was brea: hleffe. Same Inters: 
preters note out of Jofeph Ben Gorion, that-there was an old cuftom, that thofe that 
were accufed before the Judges, fhould be arrayed in black, and have their heads 
covered with duft. And hence they conceive the fence tobe this. Tist part, ises, 
that earneftly defire that fuch poor men may be accufed by the rich, of whom they 
may receive gifts to pervert pl galls And this they. think to be confirmed by thë 
following words. ee ie . Sy Se, 
they turn afide ( or a ight ) the way of the meeke,1 that is, the caufe, bufineffe, 
judgement of the modeft, and felf-denying poor, the fubject of rich mens.injuries; 
(for moft part ) and unreafonable oppreflions, Jaw. 2.6. A crow will ftand upon, 
a fhecps back, pulling off wool from her fide: the du:ft not do fo toa wolf, ora 
maftiffe. Even reafonleffe creatures know whom they may bee bold with: fodd . 
wicked oppreffours. The meek by ‘pocketring up one wrong, invite another. 7 
have condemned and killed the juft: and he doth not refift you, Jam. 5.6- Ye hot one 
ly rob, but ravith the poor, that are faln into your nets, Pfal.10, 9. ye do even 
whatfoever you pleafe to them, axOne Martyr faid of John Baptif?, that he was pit - 
to death, as if God had been nothing aware of him, D 
and a man and his father will go in, &c. | by an horrible ( ifnot inceftuons ) fil- 
thinefle ; fuch as Hedthens by the light of nature condemned and execrated, x Cor. 
5. 1. Fhe Indians abhor ic; fhewing themfelves in refpect of the inceftuous Spanic 
ards amonght them, .as the Scythiaxs in refpe& of the Grecians, whom they fo far 


` excelled in life, as they were fhort of them in learning.. 4m Ja dog, faid Abner to 


De opificio. 
Dei prowm, 


Ybbofoeth, 2 Sam.3. that is, fo impudently and exceffively luftfnll as a dog is, fo 
{calded in his own greafe, Rom.1.27. Some libidinous fenfualifts put offall manhood, 
become dogs, worfe then dogs: following their harlots, ftiled in Scriprure, /alt- 
bitches, Deut. 23.18. fuch as having abandoned both the fear of God, and fhame 

of the world, care not whom they admit, father, fon,anyone,evéryone. ~ 
tb profane my holy name. As if I were Authour, or Fautour of fach crucities 
and villanies. Thisis totake Gods name in vain, Prov.3.0.g:yea this.is to bla(pheme, 
1 Tim.1,20. by breaking down the banks of blafphemy, and caufing the cnemiesof 
the truth to fpeak evil with open mouth, as they did in Davids dayes 2 Sam. 12.14. 
And in Panis dayes, Rom.2.24. And in Origens dayesy Nunc male audiunt cafligans 
turque valgo Chriftiani; quod vitia fub obtentmnominzs Dei celent, &c, faith He, 
Chriftians and their religion heareth illamong Heathens , by reaionof their im- 
pious and impure lives, and their converfation not becoming the Gofpel‘of Chrift, 
Philip. te 27. Of fuch carnall Gofpellers it may be truly faid, as Diogenes faid to 
Anvipater, 


> 
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Cuar.3. the Prophecie òf Amos. 

s Antipater (.who being vitious worea white doke, the enfigne.cf innocency ) thar 

they do virtuts ftragulam padefacere put honefty to an opcn Thame; bring contempt 

upon God and his wayes &c. * ee cies 
Verfe8. And they lay themfelues down upon clothes} i. è. table-carpets, or bed- 

coverlets layd under thofe that fitat meat: whether on the ground, with their - : 

legs gathered under them (as the Turkifh Bafhawes do ro this day, andthe Trojans Tuk, hifi. 

of old-ftratoque fuper difcumbitur oftro) or at beds or tables, leaning.on the left. fol. 231. 

elbow E/th. 1. 6.and 7, 8. Job, 13. 28. Er cubito remanete preffo. l Virg. Enzad, 

laid to pledge] Thefe fhould have been reftored and not detayned beyond the ith, ee 
time prefcribed Deut. 24. 12,13. Exod. 22. 2627 — `>. nite og on Vide : 
by every altar) It was their fafhion to feaftin their Idol-temples x. Cor.8. 10. Lambin. ad loc 

and 10. 21. See Horat. Oda. 37. lib. 1. And this in imitation, belike of. Gods dy Lipflib. 3. 
people, who were commanded to feaft before the Lord, in the place that he fhould 404 ici 
chufe to place his name in. See Dest. 14. 23. 26, 1 Sam. 163, 4.&c. And here 
Paucis verbis multiplex {celus arguit faith Gualther, in few words he accufeth them 
of much wickedneffe, l eee 

and they drink. the wine of the condemned inthe houfe of their God} A God they 

have of their own devifing, awodden God, and fuch as if he had but a paire of 
hornes clapt on his head, might make an excellent devill, (asthe Major cf Dan- 
cafter told che wife men of Cockram in Q, Maries dayes, thatcametocomplaine —— 
of the Carver for making them an ugly Crucifix ) Next they drink, wine in the boufe Af. and Mon. 
of their God, befides their drink-offerings ( which Davids foule hated P/s}. 16. 
4+) they had their drunken compotations in their Idoll-remples, as now they 
fay in the Ile of Sardinia after mafle done, they fall to drinking and dancing in the Heyl. Geog, 
middeft ofthe Church: finging in the mean time fongs too’ immodelt, for an Ale- 447° 
houfe. Laftly, 

they drink, the wine of the condemned] or of fuch as they have finedor muléed, 

for not comming atong with them to the Idel-temples. Diodate rendreth it, the 
Wine of the awercéments, that is bought with fich mony as they have unjuftly amer- 
cedand condemned the innocent in. There are chat here underftood that wine 
that was wont to be givento malefactors ledto execution Prov. 31. 6. to cheer 
them up: but thefe wretches drank it off from them. The former fenfe is the 
better. ae has 

Verfe 9, Yet deftroyed I the Amorite before them} Itis not ufuall with God to 

hit men in the teeth with what he hath done for. them Fam. i. 5. unleffe in cafe 
ofunthankfalneffe, as here. Then indeed people fhalt hearof what they have had ; 
and be taught the worth of good turns by the. want of them. . Good turns aggra- 
vate unkindnefles: and our offences are nota little increated. by our obligations. 

Hence this approbation ; and it is as if God fhautd fay : ‘This people hath not only 
done che evills afore-mentioned, but alfo after the receipt of mercies without mea- 
fure and many miraculous deliverances ; asif I had even hired them to be wicked : 
and as if that were to pafs for truth which the {nake in the fable faid to the country 
man, that had fhewed it kindnefs, Samuiues premium pro fummo. beneficioe/t Ina speed 623, 
gratitude. Inthe yeere 1245, the Pope was denicd entrance into England : it ex Parifien, 

, being faid that the Pope ‘was but like a monfe in a fachell, orafnake in onzs.bo- 

' fome; who did but ill repay, their hoftefs for their lodging.. God had done excee- 
ding much for this perverfe people: and this they now heare of with ftomack 
enough, as well they deferved. At Athens, if -afervant proved tingratefull, for _ : 

ı his manumiffion, ‘his mafter had an action `Awoseots againft him: and mightre- Vak Max,’ 
cover him again into bondage. Lycurgus the Lacedemonian, law-giver would ® >°% È 
not make a law againft Ingratitude : .as holding it monftrous not to requitea 
kindnefs, not to acknowledgea good turn. The eld Romanes decreed:that fuch 
as were found guilty of this fault, fhould be caft-aliveto the Cormorant, to be 
pulled in peecesand devoured. Our Saviour fitly yokes together the evil, and the - 
wathankfull Luk. 6. 35. and God here famms upall this peoples fins in this Ong, as 
the Epitome ofall the reft. aapi ~ oe ee 

` yet I deftroyed the Amorite] when once his iniquity was ful Gen. 1§. when he 
had filled the land frons corner to carner with bis uncleanneffe- Ezrh. 9. 14. then fent 
Imy kornets before: them, which drove them out before them. But nor wih 

V2 i their 
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their fivord nor with their bow. lef. 24. 12, Sce this thankfully acknow 
ledged by this Church, after fhe had payed for her learning, P/a/. 44. 2 kaa 
with g. To. a 

whofe height Was like the height of the Cedars cc. For ftature and ftrength they 


{eemed infuperable, Num. 13.28. &c But God foon topt them and tamed them 
he took them a link lower, and made them know thernielves to bee but men. Plat. 


Cuar., 


9: 20. or iftrees, cedars, oakes (as Plate faithof man, that heis but arber in. 


verfa ) yet, 
J deftroyed bis fruit from above, and his root from beneath] Ueft him little enon h 
tobepioudof: leffe then Nebuchadnezzar, who hada ftumpleft, and was iea 
= ved for royall State againe Dax. 4. 15. God cut off thefe Amorites, that is, all the 
{even nations, head and tayle, rootand branch, old and young together Deut. 7 
2. lofh. 6, ax. ( Behold the feverity of God, ) as if he had forgotten that forepart of 
his back-parts Jehovah, Jehovah, gracions, mercifull ece and had taken up that 
Emperours Motto, Fiat juftitia, pereat mundus, Let Juftice be donc,though nevet fo 
many ue undone. i 
Verfe 10. Alfo I bronght you sp from the land of Egypt) which lies lowe 
Judea: as doth alfo myfticall Egypt then fire which is above, which ‘ace 
mother of usall. To what great preferments and priviledges Gods people are 
now brought up by Chrift, See Heb, 12. 32, 23, 24. and cry out with that noble 
1 Athenian Z davis cia frons bow great miferies to what great mercies are we ad- 
A&. 26, 18, vanced ? Even from darkneffe to light, from the power of Satan to God: that m 
may receive forgiveneffe of fins and inheritance among the Saints &c. And fhall we 
then againe break Gods commandements? Ezra, 9.14. Or fay, We are delives 
red todo all thefe abominations ler. 7. 10. Would not the heaven {weat overus, and 
the earth cleave under us, yea hell gape for us upon fuch an entertainement of di-: 
vine bounty. 
and led you forty yeares throygh the Wilderneffe} led you all along in my handas 
an horfe in the wilderneffe, that ye foould not framble Way. 63.13. Led you, and fed’ 
you, dayly and daintily, fending you in Angels food, and then fetting the fine 


abroach that you might not pine and perifh in that vaft howling wildernefle Dest.: 


"Ereowopi- 32. 10. Befides that, Ithere bore with your evill manners, AG. 13. 18. asa mo- 
gusty. ther beares with her childs frowardnefs, orasan husband beares with his wives 
1 croffencfle, which he knowes he muft either tolere, or tolerare, cure or cover. 

to poffeffe the land sf she Amerite) to fit youfor fucha mercy, to humble you,’ 

to prove you, and t do you goodat the latter end, Dest. 8. 16. God knowes: 
the height of our {pirits, and the naughtinefle of our natures &c. how ill able 
mens braities are to beare a cup of profperity : and how foon their hearts are lifted’ 
up with their eflates, as a boat that rifeth with the rifiog ofthe water; God there 
fore ufually brings his people into the wilderneffe, and there peaketh to their hearts: 
he holds them firftto hard meate, and then puts them into Éi poffefion. — : 

_ Verfe 11. And iraifed mp your fons for Prophets] The Miniftery is worthily 
Fesgńms.  inftanced, as a fingular mercy P/al. 147. 19, 20. Other nations had: their Pro: 
; phets fuch as they were Tit. 1. 12. Tragedians and Comedians were faid iid- 

xv tex ex co labour in teaching the people, and were highly efteemed ofthe Atke- 

_ nians: infomuchas thatafter their difcomfit in Sicily, they were relieved out of 

Rous bis Ar-,the publike ftock, who could repeate fomewhat of Ewripides. But what were 
dees uevor. thefe to Ifraels Prophets, thofe holy men of God who: {pake as they were moved, 


Hof, 2. 14, 


2 Pet. 1. 2x, acted, and as it were carried out of themfelves by the holy Ghoft, to fay andto _ 


do what Ged would have them? yea thofe holy children, fuch as Samuel and 7e- 

remy (for of them efpecially the Rabbines under{tand this text ) who devoted them- 

felves to the work betimes, being more forwardly then either Athanafixs the boy- 

tbithop, or Cornelius Mus, who (if we may beleeve Sixtus Senenfis)was a Preach- 

erat twelveyeare old: and fuch oneanas with whome all Italy was in admiration. 

_ and of your young men for. Nazarites| The Chalde hath it Dodlours or Teachers; 

it being the office of thefe holy Votaries, to teach the people, Heathens alfo had 

akind of Naxarites, as Lucian fetceth forth in his Dea Syria ( Habent & vefpe fa- 

Turk, bil. Vos, fimta tmitaxtyr homines ) and the Turks at this day have their Dermiflars, and 
fol. 473. their Jmsailers, whom they call the religious brothers of love: Epicarns his hoggs 
: they 
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they might better tearme them, faith the Hi:ftorian. The Papifts would prove 
their Monkes to be Chriftian Nizzerites: but the abolifhing of shat order is decla- 
red Ack, 21. 29. and Monks are fo farr from the abftinence of the Nazavites, 
that they cat of the beft, and drink of the {wecreft that Scaand Land can afford. So 
farr alfo from the fingular fan@timony of the Nexarites, whereof ice Lem. 4. 7. that 


the Poct fung truly of them, 


CuaP.2. 


Non andet Stygius Pluto tentare quod audet 
E ffraxts Monachus,— 


‘They may better profeffe themfelves fucceffors to the Scribes & Pharifees; whomay 
feem ({aithOnc) to have'fled and hid themfelves in the Monks and fréers, Now the 
1 Pharifees pretended to fucceed the ancient Naxarites,as their very name imports,but 
they were (as likewife the Popifh Monks) a generation never inftituted by Ged nor 
brovghtin by the Prophets, but only ahumane invention, and through their own 
boldnefle: whence Chemaitias upon the tenth of Joba takes theeves there to be the 
Pharifecs. An Interpreter here fheweth, how God hath now made all his people 
Nazaritesi. e. feparated and fanctified unto himfelfby making them paterns of pic- 
ty,asthe Rechabites holy harmeteffe,undefiled of dead works,and evill works,irom 
whom they are bid to ftand off,1 Tin. 6. 5. asalto not to be drank with wine where- 
ina exceffe, but tobe filled withthe Spirit : abftaining from all appearance of evil, 
hating the garment {potted with the flefh &c. See the Notes on Naab. 6e 
Isit not evez thus, O ye children of Ifracl? If itbe not teftified againit me, as 
Mic 6. 3. andifye cannor, thenrcad the fentence againft your felves, as Judas 
did, that ye may appear to be fubverted and felf-condemned Tit. 3. 11. God lo- 
ı veth to fetch witneffe from mens own confciences for the juftifying his procee- 
dings: ‘andto convince them cleerly, thar he is no way wanting to them, but 
they to themfelves. Acunning carver can.cutthe fimilitude of any creature, but 
not ona rotten ftick. What con'd God do more to his Vineyard then he had 
done( Ef 5. How oft would I have gathered thy children, as an hen her chick- 
ens &c. Mat. 23. 27. How long fhall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? Ier. 
4. 1-4. God is fo farr from being guilty of Ifraels mifery as that ( befides other unde- 


niable arguments of his love, as bringing them out of Egypt, deftroying the Amo- . 


rite &c. ) he had raifed them up Prophets and Nazarites, given them his word, 
Sacraments, all good helps to mollify their hearts ; and then appcealeth to their 
confciences by this Khetoricall interrogation, Is it net even thus? io to wring from 
thema confeflion of the truth, in fpite of their teeth. 

Verfe 12. But ye gave the Naxarites wine to drink | Opponit jam Propheta peffi= 
mam gratiam Ge. faith Gualther. Here was the ill requitall they made the Lord 
forall his benefits; they corrupted his young Nazarites( as Buzzards fnatchup 
yong Zapwings) and filenced his Prophets, or enjoyned them at Icait to meddle with 
roothléffe truths only, to preach placentia : threatening them if thcy did otherwife 
(for fo the Original importeth ) that fo they might fin without controule, and go 
to hell without hinderance. This God heavily here complaines of, as an horri- 
ble Ingratitude. To render good for evill is divine, good for good is humane : evill 
tor evill is brutifh, but evill for good is divelifh, 

Verfe13. Behold 1 am preffed under you Gec..| A countrey: comparifon ( fuchas 
this Prophet is full of ) plaine but pithy ; to fhew how God is preffed and oppreit- 
cd.with peoples fins, wearied as it were E/ay- 43. 24. and his patience even worn 
out; fo that he can forbeare them no longer, Jay. 42. 14. butlikea travelling 
woman, that bites in her paine, aslongas fhe is able, at length cryes out ; fo here, 
God hath much adoc to forbeare killing men in their fins : as he was ready to have 
a blow at Mofes, when he met him in the Inne, and could hardly hold his hands ; 
he even grones under the preffureasa cart feemes to do under an extraordinary 
loade laid on it, tillitcreake and crack againe: He fecmes, to ferecke out to fin- 
ners as Per. 44. 4. Ob doe not this abominable thing ? And ( when he cannot be 
heard ) to figh out, Ab finfull nation,a peoptc laden with'iniquity &c. E/ay. 1. 4. 
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Mat. 29.4. 


as Fafcicules temporumeAuno, 884. bitterly bewailing the iniquities of thofetimes — 


cries our, Hex, hen, Domize Deus Gc. That ninth age is much complained of by 
` V3 l many 


Cuap.2, 
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many Waters. God hath as much, nay more caute to complaine of ours, confide- 
ring his paines with us and patience towards us, to fo little purpofe and profit. 
See the Note on Aal. 1.1 .many Interpreters make thefe words not a com plaint buta 
communication ; rendring it thus, / wel prefe or firtighten your place as acart 
fell of heaves preffeth, fc. either the ground whereon it goeth, or the corn which iz 
threfheth out ofthe husk Efa. 28. 27, 28. or asthe creature that lieth under the 
wheeles ofit is crufht in pieces. Jt was a memorable faying of Mr. Bradford Mar- 
tyr, He that will not tremble in threatening, foall be crufht in pecces in fecling. y 
Thefe perverfe Ifraclites would:not be warned by any threatening, therefore they 
were preffed to fome purpofe in that fore famine, and ftraight fiege of Samaria, 
Samariana. Obfidione vos premam faith the Chalde here, Iwill fo beleaguer your city, that 
there fhali be noefcaping. Look how a laden cart ovuft sm fibi, fo laden that ano- 
ther fheafcan hardly be laid on, fo fticks in ftraight places, that it can neither go 
forward nor backward : -fo will t bring you into thofe diftreffes, that you fhall not - 
sevexapsve- know how ro avoid or abide them. ( Confer Pfal. 4. 2. Prov. 4. 12.2 Cor. 4. 8.} 
ls Iwill diftreffe my diftreffers: and preffe with fach piercing afiGions, as hall make 
you figh and fcreech out another while, Ob it #% an evil thing and a biteer to forfeke 
the Lord ce. fer. 2. 19. Oh heis worfethen mad, that would buy che iiveetctt fin, 
at fo deare a race. 


Verfe 14. Therefore the flight fall perifs from the fwift] men ave apt to bef . l 


themfelves when God curfeth Dexe. 29. 19. and to bind upon impurity ina com- 
mon calamity; tomake faire weather when fuch atempeft isup, as thall never be 
blown over. Or, if worfe come, then, as all creatures run to their refuges Prov. 30, 
25. Pfal. 104.18. Prov. 18. 11. Den. 4. 14. 11. Judg. 9.50, 51. (thehun- 
ted hare runnsto the forme, to tbe bufhes thar fhe formerfy haunted, buc now 
thofe cannot fave her ) fo men in mifery bethink themfelves of and betake them- 
felves to creature-comforts, and refuges, either naturall or artificial} as here, bur 
thefe all ferve them as 44/oloms mule did her mafter, hanging betwixe heaven and 
earth, but rejected of both, Leta man be as fwift as Afabei, God can eat 
Life of Edw, overtake him ; his fix wil find him ont, and he fhall butin running from his desis 
6. by St. Joh. runtoit: as the Hiftorian {peaketh of thofe Scots defeated by the Engiiti ac 
Hyw. Mufcleburough fed, that they fo ftrained themfelves in running for their fives, chat, 
they fell down breathleffe and dead. Surely as the coney that flies to the holesin 
the rocks doth eafily avoyd the dogs that perfue her : when the hare thas triitsin 
the fwiftneffe of her legs is at length overtaken and torne in peeces: So thole thar 
truftin God fhall be fecured : whereas thofe that confide in themfelves or the 
creature, fhallbe furprized, and comecoanillend. D.vid ran to God in diftreffe 
and was releeved, Sæst goes cto the witch, and from thence to the fwords-point, 
Judas to the Pharifees, and thence to the halter. 
the flrong (hall not firengthen bis force] but be made weake as water. None of 
the men of might have found their hands P/a/. 76. 5. their hands are pulfiad, their 
Ainews crackt and cripled. It is God that both ftrengthenech and weakneth the armes 
in the day of battle Ezek, 30. 24. 
erfe 15+ Neither fhall he ftand that haxdleth the bow] Arcitenens, though he 
can doit never fo dexteroufly : yer if he cruft in his bow P/a/. 44 6. God will 
Herodet. Avg. break it fer. 49 35. or otherwife render it unufefull: as it befell che army of Se- 
oe L nacherib in Egypt, of Maximus againft Theodofins, and the Frereh in the battle 
between our Edward the third, and their king Philip: who being enraged with 
Daniels biffs a defeat, refolved prefently torevengeit: bemg elevated with an affured hope 


337. oftriumphant victory. Burit fellout otherwife: for there fell atthe inftant of 
_the battle a piercing fhowre of raine which diffolved their ftrings, and made their 
bowes unufefull &c. 


neither foailhe that rideth the horfe] though it be as good anone, as Cain is fai- 

ned by Dubertasto have mannaged, or as Alexanders Bucephalus, or Jutius Ca- 

fars great horfe, ferviceable, and full of terrour. A horfe is fo fwift, chat Zeb 

Stara eae faith he eateth mp the ground: and the Perfians dedicaced him to their Ged the 
yora Ta- Sun, as the {wifteft creature to the fwifteft power-divine. But asthe fun in heaven 
wrere Se can neither be out-run, nor ftopt in his race: fo neither by men nor meanes can 
ey Parfan. God be fruftrated, or his anger avoyded. The Canaanictes had both hoe and 
charrers, 
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charrets, the Ifraelices had neither : and yet they found an horfe a vaine thins tor 
vidory &c. Pfal. 33. 17. and 147. 10. 5 

Verfe 16, Aad he that is conragions | Heb. Prong of kis heart a Cucerdelion. as 

ı one of our kings was called, Egregie cordatis homo, one‘of a Roman refolution ro 
vanquifh, ôr die: they were wont to fay of cowards in Rome, that there was ze- 
thiug Romane is them. But let a man be as bold as Brutus, whom One pronounced 
Rominorem vltimum, the laft of the Romanes, as if after, Rome had bronshe 
forth no couragious man and worthy of her felf. Let him be conrag ions among the 
mighty, fuchas were thofe Lion-like chieftaines among Davids worthies, Scan- 
derbeg, Zifta, Hie, who was in that unhappy battle at Varna ( bya juft 
hand of God upon him for joyning with that perjured Popifh ki ifla 
beaten out of che field, as l oe ane ea es 

and forced to flee away naked in that day] efcaped narrowly with his life: ashe 
did alfo another time, when after a flaughter of 34000. Turks, he was compelled 
to fave himfelfby flight : and all alone by uncouth wayes to travell three dayes 
and nights, without meat or drink: and afterwards being on foot and difarmed 
( which isbere meant by waked: confer Efay. 20. 3. Mich. 1. 8.1 Sam. 19. 14. 
he fq into the hands oftwo notable theeves, who defpoiled him of his apparrel Tirk bif. 
&c. Mhd on the nexe day he light upon a fhephard of whom he for Gods fake craved blak ake 
fomething to eat, and obtained bread and water and a few onions, asthe Turkith Panic, 
hiftory hath it. ye 
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Verfe LE Eare this word that the Lord bath pokes cc. ] Here beginneth the fe- 
cond fermon tending to confirme what had been affirmed in the for- 
mi and a een s = judgements there threatened for their hate- 
ull ingratitude, and other horrible offences, condemned and cr 
s ed out u 
very Heathens. y aa 
_ heave this word Werbum hoc decretorinm this notable word; there are three articles y 
in.the Originall : and there is not the leaft tittle in che text upon which there han- Sa ae 
geth not a mountaine of fenfe, fay the Rabbies; this neckeverfe. that the Lord SoMat2224. 
bath poken | And thall he not doit? who ever waxed fierce avain{t God, and prof. TÈT% Sed 
pered ? fun. 9. 4. 2 aes 
againft you O children of Ifrael] By his word, Chrift many times fecretly {mites 
the earth Ef 11. 4. that is, the confciences of carnall men glued co the earch : 
He fets a continuall edge upon the word, and confumes chem by his rebukes, till 
he have wearied them with his fecret buffets and cerrours: and then in the end cafts 
them into a reprobate fenfe, as he-did the Pharifees, who were toties panili rea 
practi, minime tamen ad rfipifcentiam compuncti. ' 
againft the whole family] The Dodecaphylon, all the twelve tribes, the whole ‘Sfsicola. ; 
houfe of Jacob, which are called bythe name of Ifrael, and arecome forth out of Ad anf. 
the waters of Judah Ifay. 48. 1. God ftands not upon multitudes Pfal. 9. 17. nor i 
matters, whether itbe wgaiaft a xation that he fpeaketh and acteth, or againft a 
man only, lot 34. 29. 
pich “gl 2D] k i 
which 1 brought ap from the land of Egypt] This they oft heare of by way ofex- 
probation, ascuap. 2. 10. God feeming to repent him for their deteftable un- 
thankfulneffe, as David did of the kindneffe he had fhewed unworthy Nabal, in 
fategarding his fubftance 1 3am. 25. and to complaine as Frederick, the third Em- _. 
perour of Germany did, that ofthofe courtiers whom he had advanced, he found Kal Ge 
fcarce any that proved faithfull to him, but the worfe for his courtefy or asQ. yee : 
Elifabcib, that in reft foe bad found treafon. Crm Bes 
Verfe 2. You only have I known" i c : 
called, chofen and nera to be aa en here if fore de 
chufe in Deut. 10. 1. d ete E S NA A 
» TO. 14, 15. and nothing tco move me thereto but mine own meer 
grace, even the good pzefzre of my will. i i l 
benz spr re a os we . 
eth rade will puni you lor all your iniguities] Not paing by the leaf: without 
a fenfible ¢ week: the leat, i fy, that is allowed and wallowed in: and that becaufe 
- of 
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of the difloyalry and treachery that isthercin. Other mens finnes are rebellions 


, againft God: but the faints fins aretreacheries, becaufe againft the covenant, Let 


Ephef. 5.15. 


Ma, gdeb. 
profat. ad 
Cent. 5. 


Piw, lib. de 
indufl.anima, 


Icb qe. 


{fuch therefore look to chemfelves, and walk accnrately, or they fhall be fure to rue 
it. God will be fure to plow his own ground, whatfoever becomes of the wait: 
and to weed his own garden, though the reft of the world fhould ‘bee ket alone zo 
grow wild. His own he will not fail to punifh. 1. In cafe of {candall, as David, 
2. For fins unrepented of, though not fcandalous. ‘Oh che bloody wails thar 
God hath left upon the backs of his own dear children for fuch fins! Baftards may 
{cape fcot-free: but fonnes fhall pay forit. Lugentia beneficio, flagitia, fupplicia, 
The punifhing Angel is bidden begin at Gods Sanctuary, Ezek. o. He will be fan. 
tified in all that draw neer unto him, Zevit.10. 3, Santkified (fay, either aélivel ; 
or paffively : either in the fincerity of mens converfation, or inthe feverity of their 
vifitation : at which time, his Articles of enquiry willbe very ftrict and criticalf 
again{t his own profeffed people, who are therefore worte then others, ( and thal 
therefore fpeed worfe ) becaule they ought to be better. 

Verfe 3. Can rwo walk, together, except they be agried P] God permits his peo- 
ple to walk together with him in an humble familiarity : bur then they mutt take. 
care that familiarity breed not contempt: and chat they conceit not that hee will 
connive at their iniquities, or that their holy fervices will bear them out i any 
known finne. Heis juft and jealous of his glory, wherein he fhould be no {mall 
lofer, if hedid wink at any befides involuntary failings, and unavoydable infirmi- 
ties; for which there is a pardon of courfe, if fued out. JF 1 hall watk with you, 
faith God, asa father, friend, husband, you mutt agree with me, content, and con. 
form to me, idem velle, ¢& idem nolle, willand nili the fame that 1do: or clic thal 
walk with you no otherwife then as a fevere judge, or cruel enemy, Levit. 26,24. 
asa lion, with the prey that he hath raken, as the fowler with the bird hee hath 
caught, or the hunter with the wild beaft he hath gotten into his fnare. 

Verfe 4. Will a lion roar in the forreft, when, &c. } it is faid of the Lion, that 
he fets up a double roar: firft, when he defcrieth his prey, next when he feizeth it, 
Then, faith Plutarch, he roareth, or rather belloweth like a bull, chat other beafts 
may come to him, and take part with him. itisnot for nothing that the lion ut- 
tereth his voice: much leffe that Almighty God thundereth, and threatneth by his 
Prophets, your fins without repentance will be your ruine, according to thofe threat- 
nings: though you are fo fturdy,or at leaft fo ftupid,as to fear them no more,then Be- 
hemoth doth the iron weapons,which are efteemed by him as ftrawes,or bull-rufhes, 
Shall the wrath of a King be as the roaring of a lion, Prov.19.12. and as the meflen- 
gers of death, Prov. 16.14. and fhall Gods menaces be {lighted ? will vile men 
imagine him a God of clouts ? One that howfoever he fpeaketh heavie words, will 
not do ashe faith? intends them no otherwife, then ż» terrorem, for fray-bugs ? 
Surcly they will finde it far otherwife : and it muft be concluded, that being alrea- 
dy fentenced, either their beds are very foft, or their hearts very hard, that can fleep 1 


+ fecurely in fo deplorable a condition : Surely Gods predictions fhal! have their ac- 


complifhment, 1 Sam. 3.19. & 15.29. Belceve them therefore: Sten ia awe and 
fin not, fith he that defpifeth the word, foall be deftroyed : but hie that ferreth the com- 

mandement, foall be rewarded, Prov. 13.13. See the Note there. 7 
Willa joug lion cry ost of his den? | qid. Isit for nothing that Cod fo terribly 
threatneth ? /s there not a canfe ? as David faid in another cafe, 1 Sam. 17. 29. 
Surely, as in the Revelation we never read that heaven opened, but fome great mat- 
ter followed : fo here ; Hath the Lord fpoken it,and fhall he not doit? Never think 
it. Oh think of God as of one not to be thought of: as One, whofe wifdom is his 
juftice, whofe juftice is his power, whofe power is his Truth, and all himfelf. He is 
the Ged of lmen, Pfal.31.6, faithfull, and true : he can as foon dic as lie : neither 
can he be hindered or refitted, as Angels, men, and devils may. In the creature 
there is aneffence, anda faculty; whereby they work: asin fire is the fubftance 
and the quality of heat. Now between thele, God can feparate, and fo hinder their 
working ; asm the Babylonifh fire. In the Angels there is an effence,and an execu- 
tive power: God comes between thefe oft, and hinders them from doing what they 
would. Not fo in God; who is moft fimple, and entire, armed with power irre- 
fiftible to tame his rebels: Every morning doth he bring bis judgement to rish Hy 
í Aleth 
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faileth not : but the unjuft knoweth no foame, Zeph. 2. 5. th Z mard cs 

panifbed, Prov. 22. dia i p "3 5> the foo P afe 4 onani is 
Verfe §. Can a bird fall in a [nare npon the earth, &c? Think you, th i 

are carried here by blind fortune, and not by a particular providence, A a things 
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: To mundo nullas ineffer, 
Rethor, & incerte fluerent mortalia cafa ? 


‘Will you’ fay of the evils you have fuffered, in the language of Athdod ; Tt isa 


chance ? Js that Heathen-Idol Fortune ag 1 Sam.6.9. 
i 


7 dol Fe thing in the world, more then a b - 
mie, {pued out by the devil againft the wise providence ? Can tates a P a Dort, 

the ground, or any the feaft bird into a fnare upon the earch, without your heaven- fy | 
ly Father, Matih. 1ò. 29. Birds flying feeme to be at liberty ; yet are guided by dia EA S 2 
an over-ruling hand. They fall fometimes intoa gin: and do not you thêreûpon 

conclude, that fome fowlers hand isinit? Lo you are ihfnared. and infnarled by l 
your enemies: and can you not difcern that it is the Lord who hath doneit? Lam. 
3+ 37, 38. Ad, 17. 25, 28. Ecclef. 9.22. Forman kyoweth not his time( nor his 
chance, ver. 11. ) asthe fifoes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are 
caught in the (nare, fa are the fons of men [nared in an evil time when it falleth fad- . 
denly ( but providentially ) upon them, ° : 

Or Shall one take up a Jrare from the earth, &c,] No wife fowler will take up his a atad R 

nets, till he have gotten his prey: No more will God withdraw his hand, or call 


off the enemy and the avenger, till he have his defigne: till he hath either refor- ` 
med or ruined you. 


Verfe 6. Shall a trampet be blowen, J fs out of š watch-tower in time of war, 
to found an alarme, and to fay, Hannibal ad ort 7 ime o war, SL 
liftines are upon you . Y portas, the enemy is at hand, the Phi- FL Z 


and the people not be afraid, 7 or run together to make refi ijf of Ove 

a. iftance ? Will ye not. Jers 53 

ee tremble at my threats, faith the Lord? Tremble thos earth at the peice of ai jie l 
the Lord, at the prefence of the God of Facob. Fear is an affection of the foul. thrink- 
ing in it felf from fome imminent evil. God is the Proper objec of it, whence hee 


is called Fearin the abftrad Pfal..76. 11. and thofeth i 
r ; . 76. i1. at r 
fhould bee received with reverence, yea with fear tand PS P 


the; Brophets, Gods privy-Counfellours, - : 
` Shall there be evil in a city, | Underftand it of the evil of punifhment. See Lam. 


of he Gentiles in- 
A $ reprelenting her. by a Woman fitting upon a 
Ball, as if the whole world were at her. comand ; having with hera Spon it 


ng Retralt, 
| Verfe7 
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Verfe 7. Surely the Lord Ged will do nothing, ] i.e. Hardly any thing. He lọ- 
veth to forefignifie, to warn before he wound: and this meerly out of his Philgn. 
threpie. Howbeit fometimes, and in fome cafes, he is more fudden and ftill in his 
revenges: that he may thereby, Firft maintain his honour and glory, the eyes: 
whereof are by fome finnes extraordinarily provoked, as 4@s 12.23. And fecond- 
iy, to teach men not to continue in finne, no not for amoment : fith they may bee 
prefently cut off from all further time of repentance, acceptation, and grace for 
ever: This made Aujftin fay, that he would not be an Atheift, no not one half 
hour, to gain all the world. See Løke 17.32. and 12.20. Pharaob had warning 
of the firt and fecond plagues, not fo of the third: and again, of the fourth and 
fifth, but not of the fixth : and yet again, of the feventh and eight, but not of the 
ninth. And when neither warning, nor no-warning would do good,then came that 
{weeping plague ; 


Cuar.3. 


Tandems prototocos ultima plaga necat. 


But ke revealeth bis fecret to his fervants the Prophets. ] Gods Prophets then 
are his meniall fervants: not hisunderlings, or inferiour hinds, but of nobleftem- 
ployment about him. Every faith full Minifter is fervant to the kingof heaven (Ad. 
27. 23. whofeI am, and whom I ferve : this the Devil denied not, Aé#. 16. 16, 17.) 
yea his Steward. Embaffadour, Herald ( as here ) by whom he proclaims warre, but 


“SS firft proffers pardon, and propofes conditions of peace. A practife ufuall, not one- 


, ly among the people of God, by his appointment, De#t. 20. 10. but alfo among the 
Heathens, as Hiftoriesinforme us. The Romans had their Lex Facéalés: by their 


>>! 0, Heralds they fent to fuch as had wronged them, Cadsuceum c Haftam , as Enfignes 


of peace and warre, that within thirty dayes they might take their choice: within 
which time,:if they did them not right, the Herald prefently denounced warre a- 
gainft them, cafting forth a dart in token thereof. Alexanders courfe was; when 
he fat down before a city, co fet up a torch: to fhew that if they would come in, and 
fubmit before that torch were burnt out, they fhould have hearing, Tamerlan 


3 Turk hi.344, hang’d out firft a white flag, then a red, and laftly a black. And the Turks at 


this day, firft make to their enemies fome. offer of peace ; how unreafonable fo- 
ever it matters not. Gods offers im this kinde-are all of grace, and for our good. 
If it were otherwife, what need he give warning ? and why doth he notas 4b/a- 
fom did; when, intending to murther Amnon, hee fpake neither good. nor evil to 
him? Well might the Lord fay, Fury s not in me, O Ifrael, thon baft deftroyed thy 
Self. Asllive, I defire not the death of a finner, &c. If he.did, why might he not 
ruth fuddenly upon fuch and confound them at once, as he did the reprobate An- 
gels, even inthe very act and firft moment of their finne? Why comes he firft in 
a foft ftill voyce, when he might juftly thunder-ftrike us? and why fendeth hee 
his Heralds to proclaime warre, but yet with articles of peace and reconciliation: 


Chryfift ven dayesin unmaking and deftroying one city, Jericho? Was it not tothew that 

the Lord is mercifull aud gracious, flow toanger, and of great kindneffe? hid 
Pral.ro3.3. this he hath commanded his Prophets to make known, that the goodneffe of God 
Rom,z4 may lead men to repentance. As, if they turn his grace into wantonneffe, and per- 


vert his patience to prefumption, their commiflion is to declaim againft fuch pra- 


ctifes with all authority, 7st. 2. 15. and to proclaim hell-fire, in cafe men amend . 


not. Neceflity is laid upon them fo to do, and wo be to them if they preach not law 
as well as Gofpel; that when theyreturn up their commifiion, they may report the 
matter, faying,- Behold we have done as thon hajt commanded m, Ezek. 9. 11. True 
it is, that pervetfe people queftion the Prophets, and quarrelt them for this plain- 
dealing: as Abab did Eliah fora troubler of Ifrael, and Amaziab our Prophet A- 
mos, for a trumpetter of rebellion. But this isas- grear folly, as if fome fond peo- 
ple fhould accufe the herald, or the trumpet as the caufe of their warre: or as, if 
fome ignorant pefant, when he feeth his fowls bathing in his pond, fhould cry out 
of them, as the caufes of. foul weather. aa ee Pao mee $ 

Forfe 8. The lion hath roared, who will not fear ? the Lord God hath fpoken, whe 


can bat prophefie? ].Who that knoweth the serrour of the Lerd, can dare to do 
l ' i otherwife, 


openin their hands? Why was He but fix dayes in making the world, and yet fe-», 
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otherwife, when he commandeth it? Shall men -fear ‘fire, water, bears,"lidns. &c. 
and not the great and terrible God? If he roar upon his’ fervanits, and fayasto 
Jeremy he once did- Thou therefore, gird up the loynes of thy minde, and arife; 
and {peak unto them all that Icommand thee’. be not difmayed:af their faces,-Ieft 
I confound thee before them : We muft roar-againft mens finnes; and: 
though they roar againft us for fo doing, -and:threaten never fö muchsi:: Af icaiad 

will not budge for a Kings authority,when once he had feen-the Lordin his Majettie; A 
nor Pax for an Angels, Gal. 1. the reft of the. Apoftles for the Sanhedrims, Aas 4: 

19. & 5. 25,&c. ` When the Emperour threatned Bafil withrimprifonment, banith- 

ment, death, he anfwered ; Let him threaten boyes with fuch fray-bugs: E amres ` 

folved : neither menaces nor flatteries fhall filence me, or-draw me to. betray'a good 


caufe or confcience. If Idealnot plainly and faithfully with your: fouls, faid Ber- Bern.de tem. 


nard, Vobis erit damnofum, mihi periculofum. Timeo itaqaedimnum veftrum, timëo PE- 99. 
damnationem ineam fi tacuero, i.e. it willbe ill for you, and worfe for mee. .The 
truth is, you would be betrayed, and I fhould be damned, if I fhould hold wy peace. 


and:bee inftant; Jer. 1.17, 


ı Let me be accounted proud, pragmaticall, any thing, rather then found guiley-of ruth. ep ad 


finfull filence, when the Lord calleth me to fpeak, ‘faith Luther..;Thele.wéeremen Staple, 
whofe hearts were fraught with the reverentiall fear of Ged ; and therefore found 
themfelves neceffitated to bee faithfulj: befides the love of Chrift conftrainech 
than 2 Cor. 5.14. fo that they could do no ieffe, they could not but {peak, @&c. 
- 4. 19. i l nE oe 
_ Verfe'9. Pkblifo inthe palaces at Afhdod, &c.`] that is, in the courts ofthe Phi- 
liftin-princes, and of the Egyptian kings, who are here attefted and invited, to 
judge betwixt God and his vineyard, to paffe an impartiall fentence, and to fay 
whether Ifraels finnes deferved not all thé. judgements that God by his Prophets 
had denounced , yeaand greater to. Holy Ezra acknowledgerh as much, chep.g: 
13- But becanfe that many were ready to fay, astholein Jeremy, Becanfe I am ine a 
nocent, furely his anger foall turn from me: behold 1 will plead with thee, (faith the Ja. 235. 
Lord) becanfe thon fayeft, I bave not finned: Yea thy fworn-enemies thall give true 
evidence againft thee, and judge of the juftice of my proceedings with thee, that 
I may be juftified, and every mouth ftopped. 9 = Se 
Affemble your felwes upon the mountains of Samaria,"] chat there-hence ye may. 
be eye-witneffes, and have a full profpe& of their leudneffe ; which will beto you 
a pleafant {pectacle ; that out of their tragedies you may frame comedies. Samaria 
was a city fet upon an hill : and asic felf, fo its wickedneffe could not be hid. Carnall 
people arc very inquifitive into the mifcarriages of profeffours: and ready to fearch 
more narrowly thereinto then Laban did into Faos ftuf.. Whata jear made. 
Ammianus Marcellinus of the pride and luxury of fome of the primitive Bifhops > 
Averroes, of the Papilts Breaden-god ? the Turks, of the Papifts: Afinus palmaris? 
the Jews, of their clipping the crucifix; and weeping over. it in the Pulpit ?-as alfo 
the fwearing that is fo common amongít Proteftants ; together with ‘that mad con- 
ceit of fome, that he that cannot fwear with a grace, wanteth his tropes and fi-: 


gures befitting aGentlemane This and fuch like unchtiftian practifes, made learn- eli 


ed Lineker when he read Chrifts Sermon in the Mount, cry out ; Certainly, either ‘Evangelium: 


this isnot Gofpel, or we are but bad Gofpellers: -Irisa lamentable Ahing, that iť ut nos non.” 
fhould be commonly reported thaethere be fach abominations found itt thé Church: MNs Evans 
as are hardly heard of among the Heatlien, Cer. 5.1. ECR gelich, 


----pudet hac opprobria nobis, 
Et dici potniffe, © non petnilfe refelli. 


Why fhould it be told in Gath, or 'publifhėd in the alaces of Abded ? wh fhotttd. 2 Sama co: 
Egyptians condemn Ifraelites, as the Scythians once did the Greeks, and the heathen AR 
Indians now do the beaftly Spaniards that tyrannize over them ?. -Why should 

there be any fucceffours to thofe Hereticks mentioned by. Bellarasine; aad alled,: 
Chriftianocategori, Accufers of Chriftians; becaufe by their unchriftian converfa-._. 

uk they delivered up Chrift and his people to bee bufferted, ahd {pitted on by’ De Ecclef.. 
their enemies ? See the Note on Hof. 7. 16. Thm foall be their devifien in. the land triumph 1.2, 
of Egypr.- PEG a oa GT. 
And 
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- and behold the great tumults] .Or the bumming-noifes, the garboiles, the violent 
irrnptionë upon the poor oppreffed,caufing them to cry oùt as Sole that are crufhed 
or broken in peeces. . e Oo es a r À 
and the oppreffed.in the -middeft thereof \whether by force or fraud oppreffed : 
whether it were dmgoaà or imfeaà The Lord isthe avenger ofall fuch, 1 Thef. 4. 6. 
This the Heathen thall take fpeciall notice.of, and fay with Calocerins the Conful 
Vere magnus eft Dens Chriftianorum,. The Chriftians God is a righteous God 
indeed.. - ; 
.Verfe 10. For'they know not todevight] They have dene wrong fo long together, 
- ggaintt knowledge and confcience, that now they are given up to a reprobate fenfe, 
tusvivddt. toan injudicious minde, having finned away that lighe they had, and loft that little 
nate knowledge they had learned out of the law of Mofes concerning good works: this 
Rom. z. they have wickedly blotted ont of their own minds; as alfo thofe common notie 
tions of good and evili, that glimmering of divine light left in the naturall man; 
this in a defiled confcience is wholy extin@, Have the workers of iniquity no knee 
dedge ? No, not they, as.appeares by what followes, they eat up my people as they eat 
. bread Pfal: 14. 4. Thefe Cannibals, like pickrelsin a pond, or fherkes in the fea, 
devoure the poorer as they the leffer fifhes. And though they cannor but know 
this to be evill, condemned by thedight of nature, and much more of fcripture, yet 
they do it, and will do it: their eyes being put out with the duft of covetoufneffe, 
and their hearts fo exercifed therewith 2 Pet. 2. 14. that they can fay as that 
wretched fellow did, #¢ are. maffers of onr confciences, Wwe can de What we Will, 
for all them: and as Balaamrefolved at length; to curfe, whatever came of it. 
who flore up violence and robbery in their palaces] Till the fcreech-owles of woe 
cry aloud from the wals, and the beames‘out of the timber make anfwer Hab. 2. 
iis 12. till cheircurfed hoards of evill-gotten pods witneffe againft them, and eat 
their fleth as it were fire Jam..5: 3. till very Philiftines and Egyptians cry fhame 
on them, and-fay asthe /ndians did ofthe cruel Spaniards, that they carried theni- 
felves neither like Chriftians nor men; but like devils; that it had been better the, 
Indieshad been given to the devils of hell, then tothem ; and that if the Spani- 
ards went to heaven when they were dead, they would never come there. Letno 
man think to thrive violentia Œ vaftitate, by rapine and robery + to creafure up fin 
is to treafure up wrath Rom. 2. 5. which, as a fire, will devoure their palaces, and it 
fthall not be quenched, Jer, 17» 27. 
_ Verfe 11. Therefore thas faith the Lord) And he faith it in great haft and 


heat ; as appeareth by that concife kind of expreffion thathehere ufeth after the 


Apoffepefis. ut manner of thofe that are shrough-angry, and therefore fay not much, but meane 
Ques ceo OC to do the more: RS ee 

- an adverfary reund abont the land] A diftreffer at every corner: that asalf 

the borderers Have beheld thy wickedneffe, fo thall they thy wretchedneffle, by rea- 

fon ofthe enemy and the avenger, who fhall meet thee at every turne + and leave 

i thee ree hope opa; nor pee o ae EE . om 

and he foal bring down thy firength from thee] Thee in the feminine gender 2' 

el San: hapiy becaufe they fhould be fo infeebled, and impoverifhed: Or elfe, to exprbffe 

batfone. the heat of Gods anger againft them, as Num. 11. 15. where meek Mofes being 


Chiskyni. ina great paffion of anger and grief together, faith to: God, If Thor (inthe 


feminine) deale thus with me, kill me I pray thee, out.of hand &c. he was fo 
out o meafure moved, that he could not fill up his fpeech, nor utter the laft 
fyllable, i à 
f thy firength] Thy flreng-bolds, or thy riches, thofe treafures of wickedneffe 
wherein thou trufteft Prev. 10. 2. and verfe 15. Therich mans wealth is his trong 
- city. Iriscalled his ftrength bècaufe heconfideth in it, 1 Tim. 6. 17, and becaufe 
heis enabled byit, to bring about his defignes. © © ns z 
` and thy palaces foall be fpoyled] They fhall be blown up, becaufetheir foundati- 
on was laid upon firé-works, their morter mixt with blood, their materials raked 
Lt aa by rapine and robbery, their furniture, and thofe ill-gotten goods therein 
hid and hoarded, thall be given befti'non heredi, not to thine heire but to thine 
enemy for a booty. An inheritance may be hattily gotten at the beginning: but 
the end thereof fhall not be blefled Prov. 20,21. As the partridge fitteth on egge 
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Verfe 13. Heare Je and teftifie Gc. yemy Prophets and all true beleevers. The 
Septuagint add ô ye Priefts, whofe lips were to preferve knowledge, and to pre- 
fent it to the Peoples All that were thereunto commiffionated by the Lord God 
the God of Holts, are here ftraightly charged to heare and to charge, teltify, or 
conteit.( See 2 Tim. 4. 1: ).and what they have received of the Lord to deliver the 
fame to the whole houfe of Jacob: not fteating away the word from them Jers 23. 
30. or fhunning to declare unto them his whole counfell 4é. 20. 27: but faithfully 
be the re Ter.2..8. y 
. Verfe 14. That inthe day that i hal vifit œc. Tell ) j 
God : fay tothefe wicked, 7 be unto chee it ihe ill A ame 
The jelous Lord of Hofts will furely vifit the iniquity. of Idolatrous fathers upon 
their children, ta the third and fourth generation Exod. 20.5. See Ier. 3. Ezek: 

16, Hof. 2, As they have their day of defection, fo hath He of Vifitation ; his 
feafon, his harveft for judgment, Mat- 13. 30, What then willthey do when God 
rifethup: and when he vifitech; what will they anfwer him ? Iob. gle 14. 

I will alfo vifit ehe altars of Bethel) Ac firft there was but one altar 1 King. 12. 
32, 33. and 13.2. but afterwards they multiplied, asin Peters at Rome, there are 
faid to be now above an hundred altars Hof. $. 11. and 10. 1, there is no end of 

_will-worfhip: but, like che Terufalem-Artichoke, plant it where you will, it over- 
runs the ground and choakes the Heart. Now as God loved the gates of Zion where 
he was folcounly wrorfiipped, more thin all.che dwellings of Jacob Pfal. 87. 2. and 
as the walls of good people ( whofe houfes are little chsrches ) are continuall be- 
forehim, Efay, 49. 16. So he heartily hateth places and monuments of Idolatry : 
and layeth them waft as he hath doneour Abbeys and Monafteries- Zifca over- 
threw three hundred of them in Bohemis: and among the reft the famous Monafte- 
ry called the Kings-Comrt, a mile from Prague: in the walles whereof the whole 
Bible was moft exquifitely written in letters of gold; but little read or regarded 
by thofe filthy Abbey-lubbers, of whom Lsrber ceftifieth that they were tane defpe- 
rate malitie Ge. fo defperately debauched that they durft adventure upon any vil- 
ang Reprod f et) 4 

d the kornes of the altar œc.) which were held thé holier parts thereof. Thi 

was fulfilled by good Iofieh many yearts after 2 King. 23. 1 sae Chron., ve ar 
Nal/um tempus occarrit Regi, Timė can be no prejudice to Gods proceedings: nei- 

1 ther is his forberance any quittance: . Lie oh 

Verfe x5. And I will fmite the winter houfe with the frrsmer-honfe) Heb. spor 
the fammerehorfey I will lay them both upon one heape: they fhall one dath 
againft the other. To have change of houfes er of rgomes in one ‘houfe fit for the 
feverall feafons is not unlawful, fo we fet them paor up by wrong-dealing, nor fet our 


r 


hearts 


24.0 


x'Sam.17.35, 


quibus non ef 
deffus integer. 
Tarnonr. ; 
Kimchi. 


Zifea’s life by 
Mr, Clark: 


£ Hee funt que 
nos invitos 
faciunt mori. 


Eboratas. 
Lively. 


Daniel. 237. 


E oe aa 


Hift. of Coun- 
cell af Trent, 
387, 


Te i 


An. Expofision on ~ Cuar.g 


hearts upon them : for fo we are apt to do {äs Charles s; Emp. told the aber 
nice who had fhewed him his ftately palace) and thisbringsacurfe. > Y i; 

and the houfes of Juory] i. e. decked and enameled, checkered and entrayled’ 
with Jvory, as fome fenfe it. bab had made him an Jvory boufe. Heb. an honfe of 
tooth, i. e. of Elephants-tooth : fo did other kings (likely) after him. The Porphyro. 
genity in Conffantinople were borne ifraroom made of Porphyry, a precious ftone’ 
&c. All muft down together. my 


CHAP. THI. 


Perfor. H Eare this word ye'kine of Bafhan]) Obefe © bene paste, ye far bawfons 


(as we ufe to eall them) ye that are 
Beotum in patria, craffeque fab aëre nate, 


Ye that have hearts as fat as greafe, and delight not inGeds law Pfal. 119. 70. Ye 
that cover your faces with fatnefle, fob. 15: 27. till both your eyes ftand out with 
it P/al. 73. 7. 8. (as fulneffe breeds forgetfullnefle Dent. 32. 15. the fed hawk) 
forfakes his mafter } as untamed heyfers full-fed, ye have been unruly and refracta- .. 


ry, meanes of much mifchief to my poor afflitted, as was Jexabel to Eliah, Hero- ` 


dias to the Baptift, Eudoxia the Emprefle to Chryfoffom, Theodora to Bellifarius 
that brave and noble Captaine, and othérs'; Poor Fegedine fuffered many yeere? 
captivity in mifery and irons, by the Turk, for one word in a fermon, which difta- 
fted a proud and petulant woman withoyt the leaft’ caufe:‘ What crue! perfecutions 
raifed the Q. Mother of Scotland about the beginning ‘of the Reformation there > 
the Q, Mother of France Katherine de Medices, fox thirty yeares together ? Q, 
Mary here, being wholy poffeffed by the Bithops, as Alexandra was by the Pharis 
fees, of whom Jofephus teftifiech that fhe had the name, but they had alf the power 
of the kingdome ? Oh thefe kine of Bafban, thefe wanton and wicked women ( for 
fo I underftand the text after the Jew-Dectours’ Vatablns, Lyra, Lively œe.) 
when once they get the reines ia their-hatids,there is‘ ino bee withthem: when 
once the devill gets paflage ‘per coffam ad cor ( as Gregery fpcaketh ) by the rib to 
the heart, what may he noc effet? wheh the en is fuffered tocrow, what hope is’ 
there of good? David complaines of ‘trong buls ‘of Bafhan Pfal, 22, 12;. but 
thofe he might better deale with, then-with thefe curft cowesof Bafhan that thraf . 
with fide and fooulder, and pufot the difeafed with their ‘bornes, till they bad feattered 
them abroad, Ezek, 34.21; ` e Paa aa E Re oSA 
~ that are in the mountaines of Samaria Ladyés ofthe Court, aceuftomed to high ` 
titles, fuch as Z (that am now axla fed canld narus © educatus, no courtier but carter 
rather, and ufed to call a [pade a fpade) care not‘tocomplemeént. © © 0 oi 
which eppreffe the peor, which crufh the Reedy | As‘ did; much about the fame 
time, Jezabel in Ifrael, and Athaliah in'Jidah: and ( befides the: above-mentio- 
ned ) Dame Alice Piercy Ke Edward the thirds concubine, an impudent woman; 
who fo farr wrought upon the kings itnpoténetes, and- prefumed on his favour, 
that fhe imprifoned Sr. Peter Lamare Speaker in Parliament, and intérmedied in 
courts ef Juftice,-and other offices; where flee het felfe would fie to effe& her de- 
fires: which though in all who are fo exalted arë ever exceffive, yet ina woman, 
moft immoderate: as having leffe of difcretion and more of greedineffe. I have 
fpoken before of Diasa Valentina King ‘Henry the fecond of France his miftreffe, ‘to 
whom hehad given all the-confifcations of goods madein‘the kingdome-for caufe 
of herefy, -whereby many poor Proteftants were oppreffed;. and needy‘crafhed and 
quathed to peeces: fora poor man in his honfe islike'k fkile ‘in-his fhell: crufh . 
that, and you kill his heart. ee ee 
` which fay to their mafters] Or, Lords, that is to their’ husbands: '-as Sarah 
called her husband Lord Gen. 18.12. She-in* obedience, but thefé ia- craft and 
couneerfaifance: 
ofthem. : 


bring ‘ 


that they may the foonerfubdue them, and have what they will 


Cuar.4. she Prophecie of Amos. 

Bring and let ss drink. |q. d. Fac nobis poteftatemin hos ant ilos, faith Mercer s 
that is. Give us authority over fuch and fuch, that we may pick their bones, drink 
their tears, enrich and feaft our felves of their {poils, make no more fcruple to un- 
do them by force or forgery, then to eat a meals-meat when hungry , or then 
the luxurious Italians ( who have twenty diftind fpecies of liquor, to please the 
Gufto ) do, to take off a cup of the moft delicious, which they profanely call 
Lachryme Chrifti. oo 

Verfe 2. The Lord God hath [worn by his holineffe, | He hath fworn for more 
affarance, Heb. 6. 16,17, 18. it being hard to perfwade fecure finners of the cer- 
tainty and infallibilicy of the threatnings : which yet will as furely befall them 
without repentance, asthe coatis on their back,or the heart in their bodies. And, 
by bis bolineffe, he hath {worn ; that is, by himfelf, (as having none greater to {wear 
by ) confer Gen. 22. 16, fer. 51.14. Efay 45. 23- and 62.8. where God {wears 
by his right hand, and by the arm of his ftrength, Exed.17.16. He is brought in 
laying his band upon his throne ; and {wearing to root out Amalek, And fo fome 
in this place think, that by Gods Holineffe, is meant heaven, the habitation of hes 
holineffe, and of his glory: But Drujins diflikes that, becanfe fwearing by heaven 
iscondemned by Chrift, Mart. 5. If God be bolineffe it felf, let him be fanctified 
in righteoufneffe, Efay 5. 16. and Jet men {wear ( when called to it, and not till 

, then; the Hebrew word here ufed is paffive, and fignifieth to be fworn, rather then 
to (wear ) in truth, in judgement, and in righteon{ne[fe, Jer. 4. 2. 

Behold the dayes come, | certo & citò, Surely and fuddenly: even thofe difmall 
dayes of blackneffe and darkneffe, of greateft calamities. See chap. 5. 18, 20. And 
let this prediction be to you as the knuckles of a mans hand, to write you your de- 

` ftiny ; or as a prophet to read it unto you. o. 

That he will take you away) i.e. Ye fhall be taken away, and hurried into ano- 
ther countrey: like as Efay 8.4. He fhall take away the fpoyl of Samaria, i. eè, 
It fhallibe farely taken away, fo Lake 13.20. They do require thy foul; thatis, it 
fhall be required of thee. l . 

With hooks, | Heb. with thornes, which were wont to be ufed in fifhing, till iron- 
hooks were more frequent, See fob 40. 21. Ezek, 29. 4. and 19.4. They brought 
bims with hooks, that is, with chains, into the land of Egypt. . Thofe that were over- 
come, were wont to be linked and fangold together ; and fo led captive by their 
Conquerours. ' , , 

and your pofterity with fifh-hooks. | Heb. that which is laft of yox ; your children, 
and nephews, as Dan. 11. 4. itis foretold of Alexander the Great, that none of 
his race fhalt facceed him, but ftrangers, See enemies compared to fithers, fer. 16. 
16. Habak. 1.16. and note, that hereby is intimated, that thefe infolent Dames 
fhall beno more like fat kine, that abide in their paftures: but as fifhes hanging 
on the hook, that are eafily pulled up, and quickly carried away with lictle labour, 

, but much delight to the fither. See a like comparifon from fwimming, ( Z/ay 25. 
_ 11.) the motion wherein is eafie and not ftrong : to fhew, that God ‘can fubdue hie 
ftouteft adverfaries, with greateft facil.cy. 
-Ferfe 3: Andye fhall go out at the breaches,every cow, | Qua data porta ruitis, ye 
fhall be glad to get out at any breach to fave your lives, which now hang in fufpence, 
Dent. 28. 66. yeato rideone upon the back of another for haft, as kine do ina 
narrow ftrait. Or,ye fhall be led into captivity,after the taking and difmanv’iing of 
your cities. See Ezek , 12, 5,12. 

And ye foal caft them into the palace.| Or, ye al caft away the things of the 

palace. Ye thall caft thems, chat is, your children and nephews, ( verf: 2. ) into the 


palace: either that ye may not fee their deftruction, as Ges. 21. 16. or. that they 


might with greater celerity, provide for their own fafety. That was a fingular ex- 
ample of the Vindeliss (now called Swevians ) fubdued by Drafus the Roman Ge- 
nerall under Augufas,but not without great refiftance : the women throwing their 
young children at the Romans inftead of. darts/sThefe wege monftrous mothers, 
mad-cows indeed. E TE n 

Verfe 4. Come to Bethel and Aunfgreffe,] Do fo, if you thinktipood 
you are fo fet uponit, go.on, defpair; die and be damned: . Zfat, hatarii ape 


it perife, quoniam vobis fat fententia fith you are refolved, and there’s ho remixi 
heh Y i ibs 
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of you, take your own courfe, at your own perill. Here then we have a moft bit- . * 
ter fareafme, wherein God in feeming to command fin,fheweth his utmoft diflikeof | 5i 
it: for heisnot a God that loveth wickedneffe, neither fhall evil dwell with hin, 4 


P/al. 5. 4, See the like Ironicall expreflions, 7er.7.21. Ezech, 20.39. Ecclef.11.9, 
Numb. 22. 20. Efay 29. 1. and 8. 9. and 47. 12. Judg. 10.14, 1 King. 
18, 27. 


At Gilgal multiply tranfgreffions, |] that ‘your madneffe may appear to all men, -` 


See Hof? 4.15. with the Note. 

and bring your facrifices every morning, | Like Apes imitate the daily facrifice: 
and do thofe felf-fame things to your idols, which I have commanded to be done 
to my felf alone ; and in other places, that fhould be done at Jerufalem onely. Do 
all chis, and try what will come of it: will you try a fall with God? wil} vou de- 
fpitefully {pet in the face of heaven? Do ye provoke me to anger faith the Lord? 
do ye not provoke your felves to the confufion of your own faces ? Fer. 7. 19. 

and Jour tithes after three years. | that fo ye may feem to keep my Law exactly, 
Dent. 14. 28. and to be wanting in no duty, either of piety, or charity. Wafpes als , 
fo have their honey-combs : idolaters a form of devotion, 

Verfe 5. And offer a facrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, } which I have flatly 
forbidden to be done, Lev. 2. 11. Neither leaven nor honey ( which hath a leaves. 
ning property in it) might be burnt in any offering made by fire: to thew how God 
hateth hypocrifie ; which, as leaven, fowreth, {weileth, impureth, both usand our 
fervices. Out withit therefore, x Cor. $. 7. God indeed permitted his people to 
offer leavened bread with the peace-offerings, Lev. 7.13. sit offenderetur, Denm 
ferre noftram infirmitatem, faith Alficd, to thew that God beareth with our infir-. 
Mities. But thofe leavened loaves were not tobe burnt upon the altar : they were 
onely for food to be earen. 

and proclaim and publifo the free-offirings, ] that you may not feem in any thing 
to come fhort of my moft forward worfhippers: nor to be without your holy couvo- 
cations folemnly proclaimed. Arque ita omnino in cepta idololatria firenne pergste, 
and fo fhew your felves thorow-idolaters: as the Hiftorian faith of our Rich. 3. 
that knowing it was no good policie to play the villain by half-deal, he refolvedto 
fuffer never a rubto lie in his way, that might hinder the crue running of his 
bowles. z 

for this liketh you. | Heb. fo ye love. Idolatry is marvellous pleafing to’corrupe 
nature: asis to be feen in little ones delighting in babies. Ihe whole world wende- - 
red after the beaft, The Papacie with its pump and pleafure is an alluring, tempting, 
bewitching religion. The great whore with her cup of fornications nay eafily 
boaft, as that harlot in «£/ian did, that fhe could foon get fcholers from Socrates; 
not he from her. But what an odde or rather fad thing isic, that men fhould fo 
like that which will be their bane ? and that God fhould be put co complain, as 


Verfe 6. And I have alfo given yos sleanneffe of teeth, | fothat you need not 
{pend timein picking them, as thofe that are full-fed: for 1 have cut you thort 
at would tame wild creatures, 
nd fo continue, untamed and 


and ‘is ever its own beft gloffe. Some think that by want'of bread here, is meant 
a i i 


l | Cuar.4. 
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nd 


the Prophecie of Amos. 


dearth of corn; asby cleanneffe of teeth, fcarcity of flefh: and that by al your 
places, we are to underftand, all your houfes. Thisfell out in the timesof Elias 
and Elipa, 1 King. 17. and 2 King. 6.2. and 8.1. and God would not have it 
to bee forgotten, but is juftly angry that they remained fo irreformable. That 
dearthin Elias hisdayes, lafted above three yeers : and might ( likely ) bé as ex- 
treme,as that here in England, ( about the yeer.700. ) of three yeers continuance: 


and fo violent it was, that not onely many died daily for hunger, but great num- . 


bers joyning hand in hand, fourty or fifty in a company, threw chemfelyes head- 
fong into the Sea. A like three-yeers famine alfo wee read tohave been in Bohe- 
mia and Polonia, Anno 1312. fo great, that children devoured their parents, and 
parents their children: fome fed upon the dead earcaffes that hang’d in gibbets, 
&c. Wolves alfo were fo famifhed, that they fell upon all they met, and fed upon 
them. BG . 
Jet have ye not returned nntome, faith the Lord. | Ye have loft the fruit of your 
afflictions, and all mine hammers hitherto have but beat cold iron. The bellows are 
burnt, the lead is confumed, the Founder melteth in vain, for the wicked are not placke 
away, fc. from their wickedneffe : his droffe is yet with him, his great fcum. ftill 
in him. Ezek, 24. 6, 12,13. itis woven into the very texture of his heart, and can- 
notbe feparated. Reprobate filver fhail men call him, becaufe he returneth not to 
God that fmiteth him, Fer. 6.29,30. Efay 9.12,13. ; on 

Verfe 7. And alfo ï have with-holden the rain from you, &c.) And fo have punifh- 
ed you with thirft and drought, as well as with dearth and famine : and becaufe I 
have found you wells: without the water of piety, 2 Pet. 2. 17. therefore Ihave 
refufed to rain upon you, asI threatned, Dent. 28. 23, 24. 


En quia jam vobis funt ferrea pettora, reddit 
Calum ctiam vobis duvins are, Dens. 


When there were yet three moneths, &c.} When you could worft of all want it 
( = Foel 2. 23. with the Note ) for the watering of the feed, and opening of the 
earth. ig 
And Isaufed it torain upon one city, | It rains not then by hap-hazard : neither 
are the feafons of the yeer (whether barren or fruitfull ) ruled by the courfe of na~ 
ture, or influence of the ftars, but by God, 44.14.17. Jetis he that giveth rain 
from heaven, and fruitfull feafons. He covereth the heaven with clou s, he pre- 
pareth rain for the earth, he maketh graffe to grow upon the mountains, and ftarie 
ding corn in the fields, P/a. 147. 8. He weighes thefe waters by meafure: % that 
. nota drop falls in vain, or ina wrong place; but by Divine decree, 706 28. 26. 
for the fatning of the earth, allaying the heat, nourifhing the herb and tree, Dez. 
33.2. Efay 44,14. producing unto us the appointed weeks of harucfi, Fer. 5.24. 
that it may. give feed tothe fower, and bread to the eater, Efay 55. 10. This the 
poor Pagans afcribed to their god ?wpiter, whom they therefore ftiled Nepeanyigizys. 
' Him they confeffed the greatef of all, calling him ¢m7@-: the Overfeer of their 
trading, hence A2esi@-* the keeper of their houfes, hence Pupiter Hercens, ec, 
This they did to the great fhame of many Atheifts amongft us, who hold that all 
things come either by benigne nature, or blinde adventure. i dye oe 
One peece,’| fc. ofthe fame field, was rained pom, and frucified ( this was neer 
toa miracle; as when Gideons fleece was wet and no place elfe: and again, every 
place elfe, and not Gideons fleece, fudg. 6.37.) and the peece whereupon it rained 
not |} It; thatis, the cloud, but by Gods appointment : for He it is that filleth thofe 
bottles of the skie, and emptieth them again, where and when he pleafeth, either 
in mercy, as Poel 2:23. Zach.10.1. Lev. 26.4. oF for a judgement, as foe? 1.17. 
Gen. 17, 11; 12. 1 Sam, 12. 18,19. In the yeer of grace 155%. a great mukti- 
tude of men and cattle in Germany were drowned and deftroyed ; decidenribus Ju- 
bito nubibus, ac effufis certatim aqnis, faith Bartholinus; by exceflive fhowres and 
immoderate waters, pouring down upon people as by /postes.-. This was the very 
fisger of God, who will one day rain upon the wicked, frares, fire; and brimftone, 


and an horrible tempeft. Heb. 2 burning tempeft : like as now out’ of thode yery g, 


clouds where-hence he raineth, he doth eftfeons fcattér fadderi firës unto uar 
k X3 ò 
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É. of the earth, aftonifhing the world with the fearfull noyfe ofthat eruption, feeds only onthe tops of the eares of corne as he flies ( and thence hath his 
` withered | It muft needs do fo: and fo muft Gods own Vineyard the Church’ locn{t feeds only onthe rip f ( 


2 A : name in Greek ) but palmer-wormes ftick clofe tothe fruits or flowers they light zels.) 
when he fhal! command the clouds that they rame no raine upon it, E/ay..5. 6. that : and will not off, till all beconfumed. Icis the laft and worft of evils, faith He: 
is, his minifters, that they drop no doctrine upon it, Deut, 32. 2. Ezek. 21. 2, ood leaves nothing behind it: omuia corradit Œ converrvit, makes cleane work. Sec 
Am, 7.16, fitly refembled to raine in regard 1. of cooling heat, 2, quenching Joel. 1-3, TO, 11, 12. &c. with the Notes. : . 


thirft, 3: clenfing the ayre, 4. allaying che windes, . mollifying and mellowin et have ye not returned nto me | No not yet: but have rejected the remedy of 

the parched and heat-hardened earth, (6. caufing all things to grow and fructify, A recovery : fee verfe 8. pete 

: Thus raine of righteou{neffe goes fometimes by coafts, as here: God tying up the y Verf: x0. 1 bave fent among Jouthe peftilence]) that evill angell P/al. 78. 49. E 

1 tongues of his faithfulleft labourers, and witholding their fhowres, though they be that 3éev eminent hand of God, as Hippocrates callethit: that defPrsttion that y prognoft. 

i clouds thick, and full, and likely enough to drop downin abundance. See Ezek, ` walketh in darkneffe, and Wwaftethat noon day, asthe Pfalmift ftilerhit. This God Pial.gs. 6. 

3. 26, 27. Hef. 967. Prov. 16. 1. Pray therefore, oh pray carneftly, both minifters, fent: for itisa meffenger of his fending, an arrow of his fhooting 2 Sam. 24. 15. 

; for ability and liberty to drop their word toward the boly places, and prophefie. Ezek, and may better be called morbwsfacer, then the falling ficknefle ; as being an ex- 

| 21. 2. and People, that he would fill their miniftersas full of good matter as ever traordinary hand of God, fuch as was that Sudor Anglicus in the dayes of Edward 

iW Elihu was /ob. 32. 18. and thenbe with their mouths Exed. 4.12. yea ftretch the fixth, the fweating fickneffe that-raged very violently for forty yeares together Seniert. de 
out his holy hand, and touch them Zer. 1. 9. performing that peece of midwifery herein England ( as Sennertus teftifieth ) and flew fo many, that ftrangers wont febrib. L q. 

Prao rO, E thar they. may freely tirer their conceptions, and come to their dred how this Ifland could be fo populous as to beare and bury fuch incredible mul- “15 ; 

hearts or ha fatne af se Olclling of the Copel of peace Rom 15. 29. In the fand titudes. No ftranger in England was touched with this difeafe : and yet ‘the. 

Of St. Thomas on the back. fide of Affica in the middeft oft, isan hill: and ore Englifh were chafed therewith, not only here but in other countries abroad : which Life of Ed. c 


Abbots Geog: 


ey ae 


251. that, a continuall cloud wherewith the whole ifland is watered. This is our happy- ade them like tyrants both feared and avoyded, where ever they came. So long 4y Sr. Io. 
nefle for prefent. Oh thatwe knew bur this gift of God, and were anfwerably. Sie fereiniede of this plague lafted, there was crying Peccavi Peccavi: and Hew. pag. 
Joh, 4. thankfull and fruitfull: Oh how curfed a generation are thofe that repine at it SaR 


fome pretences of turning to the Lord. The Minifters were fought forin every 
corner ( faith Mr. Bradford )oh you muft come tomy Lord, you muft come to my 
Lady cc. Thus, When he flew them, then they fought him: and they returned and Pilg, 54: 
enquired earely after God& Nevertheleffe they did flatter him With their mouth, and 35, 

. : , licd unto him with their tongues. As the fox, when taken ina {nare, lookes pitti- 

of water will make men wander far, and part with any thing for it: as Lyfimachus ' fully ; but *tis only that he may get out: as Ice melts in the day and hardeneth 


did with hiskingdome, facrificing his eftate to the fervice of his life. Oh that we ine in the night ; or as Ironis very foft and malleable whiles in the fire, but foon 
were as folicitous for our foules &c. Thofe good foules Pfal. 84. 7. went fiom SPUNEAM NGAE y - J 


rneth to its former hardnefle, : 
Strength to ftrength travelled many a mile, to fee Geds face though bur in that dark ger ier seat of Eriol Inthe way to Egypt( fo fome readeit ) as you were 
giafle ofthe ceremonies. The good Sunamite went every fabbath and new-moon to i 


Tas : trudging downto Egypt for help againft enemies, or for corn in time of famine 
the Prophet. Our forefathers were unweariable in making out after the meanes, ( for Egypt wasthe worlds grazary ) 1 have ftretcht my net over yous Egypt hath 
which we vilipend, and make no reckoning of &c. gathered you up, Memphis hath buried you, Hof. 9. 6. But taking the words as we : 

to drink water] raine-Water: for in thofe countries (as Uicrome teltifieth who tranflate them, After the manner of Egypt, i. e. fo asl plagued the Egyptians, 
lived there many yeares,and therefore knew the {cicuation and nature thereof ) they when you were amongft them (See Exod. 12. 29. ) with mortality otmen and Exod. 9, 15. 
Hes have but few fprings,and no confiderable rivers, but only Iordan : and are therefore 


i : ineofcattel. The plague of Athens is graphically defcribed by Thacydides : 
verfe 1. glad to keepraine-water in cifterns for all ufes: being much aiHi@ed with thirft and hore Ovid and. Virgil ate thought to have borrowed their defcriptions of the Zib. 2. bell, 
drought, if it raine not. l 


i R i in li : p ~ Pelopon. 
ftilence. The plague of Italy is fet forth in lively colours by Diony/': Halycarnaff; 
but they were not fatisfied ] either becaufe there was not enough to be had: or by Sigua pag J y, 


g se Aetam. 1.7, 
; lib. 11. Antiq. That of Conftantinople, by Nicephorus and Sigebertas, . Gea he. 
a fingular curfe of unfatisfiableneffe, See Hag. 1. 6. with the Note. z 1 P€ >y eog. L3 
Jet have ye not returned unto me] ufque ad me, {o far as me. You havemade fome 


Jour young men have I flaine with the [word] Juvenes a juvando faith Varro s, 
faint overtures and effayes of returning, but they have not reacht out unto me: 


becaufe they are able and apt by armes to defend the commonwealth, and to help 
2 it at adead lift. In Hebrew they have their name 4 de/eft# : becaufe they are cho-. 
they have not amounted to the full meafure of a found converfion. Plectimur, may fen to fight and do bufineffe, as fitteft for the purpofe Exod. 17- 9. 2 Sam. 6. r. 
Salvian you well fay, nec tamen flettimur : corripimar, fed non corrigimur Gc. God tained Thefe God had flaine with the fword which cutteth its way thorough a wood of 
- Not upon us that we might return unto him, and learn righteoufnefle E/ay. 26. 10. ° 
that we might powre out a prayer when his chaftening was upon us verfe. 16. 18. 


men, and heweth down the youngeft and ftrongeft; fpareth neither Lord nor 
lofclt, as they fay : is difpatched with confufed notfe, and garments rolled in blood 

But we, alaffe, have done nothing lefle : we have turned every one to his own Way z 

and done what inus lies to defeat God and undo our felves by our incorrigiblenefle 


f 

i E/ay. Q. Şe 
i and uncureableneffe. 

i 

i 


faying, Never was merry world, fince fo much preaching Gc. How fhall fuch 
mifcreants one day with to have but one drop fall from thefe full clouds to coole the 
heat and horrours of their confciences, but fhall not obtaine it. . 

Verfe 8. So twe or three cities wandred Neceflity is an hard weapon: and want 


TR Ee ne NR a a ares aae ee e a 
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and I bave made the ftink, of your campes] by meanes of the flaine, both men and 
; 7 . . . ; horfes that lye unburied, and poyfon the ayre ; See Joel. 2. 20. Efay 343 2 
Verfe 9. I have {mitten you with blafting and mildews Gc, This, by iramoderate and yet have ye not returned | Nec fictamen: Vide contumaciam, faith Mercer 
raine : that, by drought caufed by an Eaft-wind,that ventus vrens & ex/iccans. God 
cannot poflibly want a weapon totame a rebell, 


here. Obftinate men will fooner break, then bend. Monoceros interimi potefts s 
| when your gardens and your vineyards increafed_]Or were trimmed and tricked up. Verfe rt. Ihave overthrown fome of you] Some and not all: thus, in the midft 


of judgement he remembred mercy, he did not ftir up all his wrath P/al. 78. 38. 
he fet fall fome drops, but would uot fhed the whole fhowre of it : for he remem- 
bred that they Were but fle co. Some he hang’d up in gibbets, asit were, for ex- 
ample tothe reft: as Sp. Jade faith he dealt by Sodome and Gomorrah, and the . 


non Capi. 
Taxat nimium eorum ftudium faith Mercer. The Prophet here taxeth their over- 
much painestaken, and coft caft away in multi plying and dreffing their hort-yards, 
and Vineyards: whenin the meane while, they neglected the fincere fervice of 
God: and fuffered their own hearts to lie like the fluggards field, that was all 
grown over with thornesand briars, Prov,24. 31. that is, with lufts and fins, under cities about them, thrown forth for an inftance of divine vengeanceto all fucceeding 


which lurketh that old ferpent. ages Judes 7: and as Herodotas telleth us, that the fparkles and afhes of burnt Troy TERE TH 
| ' the palmer-worme | which is worfe then the locuft, as Hierom noteth: for the Bes Jude. 7 pong tees ee P : ferved 
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ferved fora lafting monument of Gods great difpleafare againtt great fin 
the like threatened to Babylon Efay 13.19.20. 

as God overthrew Sodom] As Jehovah from Jehovah rained hell out of heaven upon 
them Gen. .14. 24. that is, God the Son from God the Father: and fo Exfebins. 
obferveth that the Father here faith of the Son, that he overthrew Sodome and 
Gomorrah: he condemsned them with an overthrew 2 Pet. 2. 6. he overthrew 
them and repented not Jer. 20. 16 he overthrew them in a moment, and no’ 
hand ftayed on them Lam. 4. 6, And yet worfe fhall be the condition of thofe that 
defpife the grace of the Gofpell,which is the great fin of thefe laft times Afat. y 1.24, 


ners. See 


yea the devils willkeep ely-day asit were, in hell, in refpect of fuch finners againit l 


their own foules. ; 

and ye were asa fire brand] Ambuftus & fumigans titio fmutchy and fmoa a 
and fearcely efcaping with the skin of your teeth Iob. 19. 20. as Lor out of Sodom, 
as the man of Benjamine out of che army 1 Sams. 2. 12. asthe young man thatfled 
naked away at Chrifts attachment Afar. 14. 52. or as Hunniades narrowly efca. 
ping with his life from the battel of Varna; wherehehad like to have fallen with 
that perjured Popifh king, as good Jehofapbat had for joyning with Ahbab, Itisas 
if God fhould fay: There are not many of you thatare left, and have your lives 
fora prey: howbeit they are ill beftowed upon you, for any good ufe you have 
made of my forbearance. Let favour be fhewed to the wicked, yet will he not 
learne righteoufnefle, E/ay. 26. 10. and if thou deliver him once, yet thou mft 


do itagaine: and when all’s done that can be done. A man of great wrath fhalf $ 
fuffer punifhment Prov. x9. 19. and fo (to be fure ofit ) fhall a man of great ftos > 


mach and ftubbornneffe, that refufeth to return as thefe of whom the fifth time it is , 
here complained. 

and yet ye have not returned Gc.) O prorfus obftinati! faith Tarnovius here: 
Prorfus indwrati et contumaces, faith Mercer. Ye ftifnecked and uncircumcifed 
in heart and eares, do ye thus alwayes refift the holy Ghoft: will ye needs be like 
horfe and mule uncounfellable, untra@table? will ye> after conviction, needes run 
away withthe bit in your mouths and take your fwinge in fin &c. If fo refolved, 
yet ftay faith the Pfalmift, and take this along with you, Many forrowes foak be tothe 
wicked : your prefervation from one evill fhal be but a refervation to feven 
worfe Lev. 26. asit fared with Pharaoh, Senacherib and others: God will furely 
fubdue, or fubvert you. 

Verfe- 12. Therefore this will ï do unto thee o Ifrael] Thus ? how? Non nomis 
nat mala ut omnia timeant faith Ribera. He tells them not how, that they may. 
fearetheworft: even all that iswritten and unwritten, It was the very policy 
of 7ulins Cefar never to extenuate or deny to his fouldiers the danger of an enemy, 
but rather to raife up thoughts of valour by aggravating the contrary forces: and 
this wayhe did ( not feldome ) hyperbolically rbetoricate, faith the ftory. Now. 
the Lord need not do fo: fith his judgements area great deep, neither can any 
man know the power of his anger: leta man feare it never fo much, heis fure to 
feel it a great deale more, if he once fall into his fingers. Is it nothing to drink the ' 
dregs of Gods difpleafure, when it is eternity unto the bottome? Isit nothing to 
Jaunch into an infinite Ocean of fcalding leade, and to fwim naked in it for ever ? 
Oh do any thing rather then be damned, and as Lewi King of France caft the 
Popes bulls into the fire faying, he had rather they fhould burn then himfelf fry in 
hell for obeying them: Or as Mary Q._ of England reftored againe all the Eccle- 
fiafticall livings affumed to the crown, faying that fhe fet more by the falvation of 
her own foute, then the did by ten kingdomes: So let the wicked forfake his wayes, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return tothe Lord that he 
may have mercy upon him, and to our God, thathe may multiply pardon. Efay 


7: N 
j ee, becanfe I will do this unto thee) which (had Inor wifhed thee well) I would 
never have told thee. But God loves to fore-fignifie:. and therefore threateneth 
evill that he may not infli@ it: hewould gladly be prevented by our humble addref- 
fes unto him, and by our entreaties of peace.. Heare him elfe. 
Prepare to meet thy God O Ifrael] Turn and try; thou canft not likely lofe thy 
labour: or if thou fhould’ft, yet thou haft loft many aworfe, Let Ephraim but 
bemoane 
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the Prophecie of Ainos. 24.9 
bemoane himfelf, and God will foon melt over him fer. 31. 20. Let Gods prodigals 
return to their mercifull father, and he will meet them halfe-way, and receive. 
them wich all fweetneffe. Tanui velis, S- Dexs tibi preoccurret.' Do as thofe ae 
Jer. 3. 17- Alexanders Macedenonians being fenfible of his difpleafare laid bY putin 
their armes put on their’ mourning attire, came trooping to his tent, where for al- Alexandro: 
moft three dayes they remained with loud cryes and abundance of teares teftifying 
their remorfe for offending him, befeeching his pardon which at laft they gained. 
And Gaicciardin tells us, that Lewes 12. of France (when he entred Genoa in his j 
triumphant charret with his fword naked ) refolved to make a prey of their riches, sae 
and an example of many of the chief amongf them, and to leave the reft tohis ice. lib. Je 
fouldiers mercies. But beeing met firft by the chief, afterward by the multitude, Parel Med, + 
making great lamentation for their folly, with abundance of teares and cryes, his pif, profi7s4. 
wrath was appeafed toward them. . The like we read’ of Henry 7. Emperourto- ~~ an 
ward the citizens of Cremona ; of our Edward the third, toward the Inhabitants Daniel. hift. ; 
of Callice. And in Cades confpiracy here, after that 26. ofthe chicfrebels were 24° F 
executed, the multitude naked in their fhirts met the king on Black-heath, humbly Speed gsr, 
praying mercy : which they obtained. : i Bee oe fe 
Verje 13. For lo, He that formeth the moustaines e.} q. d. If my mercy move 
- thee not to an humble fubmiffion, let my Majefty: and for that end confider and - 
tremble at my Nomen Majeftativum my tranfcendent excellencies, as they are here 
difplayed, deicried, and defcribed ( for thy learning ) with a great deale of folem-: 
nity and ftate; tothe end that chou mai’ft not expect evils, but prevent them (as 
Demojthenes counfelled his countrymen. ) a 
Hethat formeth the mountaines] Ac firft ( doubtleffe ) with the reft of the Uni-. 
verfe: (though fome held they were caftup by Noahs flood ) fae Pfal. 90. 1, 2. dete 
by his mere Fixe without toole or toyle Efay, 40. 28. This the blind. Heathens faw, piysarch dg. 
and thus hieroglyphically fet forth: In Thebe a town. of Egypt they worthipped fte gy obr, 
a God, whom they acknowledged to be immortal! :. And how painted they him ? ` 
In the likeneffe of a man blowing an egge out of his mouth : to fignify that he made 
the round world by his word. ` er ee 
andwreatcth the wind | The worlds beefome (as Rupertus calleth i t ) wherewith 
God fweepeth his grear houfe, and whereby he fetteth forth his inexpreflible pow- 
er.See for this P/a. 18.11. and 148. 8. Iob. 28, 25. Ier. 10. 12, Senec : lib. 5. Nat: 
queft, cap. 18. And although we cannot tell whence it commeth, or whither it-go- z 
eth Iob. 3. 8. yet can we ( with Cruciger ) contemplate the footfteps of God in this afnrcohossty 
and other creatures: faying with Peal, that God is{o neer unto us, that he maybe 
almoft felt with our hands. ee i i / 
and declareth unto man what ts his thought what language he hath in his heart, quid fermoci- 
what he talketh within himfelf, asthe rich foot did wk, 13. 17. Jefus knew the’ netur, quidve 
Pharifees thoughts: yea thou underftandeft my ‘thonghts afarr off faith Dayid: “sitet. Druf. E 
Pfal. 139. 2, even before I conceive them. Hierom and Theodotion referre the Eh úim i 
- affixto God, andrenders it thus, Who declareth untorsan His word and wii there- Taan, 
in revealed. The Seventy reade thus, Who declareth unto man his Chrif fenfu È ropsy dv. 
pio et egregio faith ` Mercer, fed alienos for Ma-ficho they reade Me ficho Sie S 
perperam. ' A tad One 
that maketh the morning darkueffe] As he did at Sodome whereon the Sun fhon ° 


eae 


part undifcovered : Oh cry afer Chtift, as thagopr man in the Goff 
mine eyes might be opened! Oh that tho Setter ky, ame anit 
- tighteoufnels thine upon my dark fouler : 
and treadeth upon the high pla 
Excelfus fuper Excelfos Ecele i 
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the earth, the tops of mountains, and rocks inacceffible. Bat whe ss this King of 
lory? : 

The Lord, the Ged of Hofts x his name. ] Give therefore unto the Lord (0 yee 

mighty ) give unto the Lord, glery and ftrength: Give untothe Lord the glory due 

to his name, worfoip the Lerd in the beauty of bolineffe, Ge. Exalt Jee the Lord ony 

God, and worfhsp at his footftool : for be is holy. à 


CHAP. V. 


Verfe x. Hz: Je this word] A new fermon, as appeareth by this new Oyer; 

not unlike that of S. Paul, Aĉ. 13.16. Aden of Ifrael, and Je thar 
fear God, give audience: or rather, that of Diogenes, who cried out at Athens, 
Arbore dvdpss, HearO ye men. And when as ( thereupon ) a great fort of peo- 
ple reforted tohim, expecting fome great matter, he looked about him, and faid, 
Avbesis tugrtow, ú yduguarts | called men, and not variets. They were no better 
farely that our Prophet had to deal with 3 4h finfull nation a people laden with ini- 


quity, a feed of evil-doers, children that were corrupters: they had forfaken the ° 


Lord, provoked the Holy One of Ifrael, they had increafed ‘revolt. Hence this 
onerofa prophetia, thisword, this weighty word, this burdenfome prophecy. 
which | take up againgt Jon, | Heb. /ift sp, being fcarce able to ftand under the, 
burden of it. See the Note on Mal. 1.1. And itis againft you, not for you: but 
that’s your own fault: for do not my words do good to him that walketh upright. 
ly? Mic. 2.7, Excellently Axftiv, Adverfarins eft nobis, quandin [umus & ipf 
nobis, &c. The word of God is adverfary to none, but fuch as are adverfaries to, 
themfelves : neither doth it condemne ariy, but chofe that fhal! be affuredly con- 
demned by the Lord, except they repent. But we have in a readineffe to revenge all 
difobedience, faith the Apoftle, 2 Cor. 10.6. and if any man will hurt Gods faith- 
full witneffes , for difcharg ing their duties, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and 
devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he muft in this manger be 
killed, Rew 11. 5. for Elifba hath his fword as well as Jehu and Hazael, 1 King, 
19.17. And when Elifba unfheatheth and brand:fheth his fword, it is a fair ware, 
ning that the fword of Febs and Hazael are athand. See Ho/. 6. 5. fer. 1.18. 
even a lamentation. | Heb. a very bitter lamentation, Ezek. 19. 14. like thofe 
of Jeremy for Judah, or of the mourners in Jerufalem, Exech.9. 4. ot of Chrift 
weeping over that city, Løke 19.41, 43. Or of Paul bewailing his wretched coun- 
treymen, Rom.9.3. and 10.1. or of the two witneffes clothed in fackloth, Rev.11.3. 
the habit of mourners: or of Athanafius, who by his tears ( as by the bleeding of. 
a chaft vine ) fought to cure the leprofie, and prevent the mifery of that tainted 
age. Hes, hen, Domine Deus, was the cry of the ancient Chriftians. Flere nefas 
magnum, nam toto flebitis orbe, 
fides, and there was written therein, Lementations, and mourning, and wo, Ezek.. 
10. This of Amos was a fad fong, a dolefull ditty, a lamentable prophefie of Ifra- 
elsutter deftrudtion, as it followeth in the fecond verfe, where ( Prophet-like) hee 


mentable tunes of wo and mifery to this finfull nation : and plainly foretold what 
we have felt already, and have yet caufe enough to fear. Ah | great be the plagues 


he hath fo guided, as that they a 


„doud and thick: fois it here; and fo it thould be, Exed3 2.31,32.fer.18,20. leel 2.17. 


elfe ipoe difpleafed, Ezeh. 13.5822. 30AT, . 
VAERT he virgin of Ifrael is fallen, J e. TKough®f the {poufe of God, fh 
be- become the devils adultereffe, Jer. 3. I. 
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CHary. Prophecie Amos: 
a virgin ftill: as Sardis, the‘hath a‘name to live, but iş dead : ‘asthe Ro- 
a a enlie up the onely Church Catholike, and therein ( like Oyfter- 
wives) do much out-crię use Bur,what faith the Lord by his Prophet Jeremy, chap. 
18.132 Ask ye now among the Heathen ; who hath heard fuch things? The Vir- 
gin of Hrael hath done a vèry horrible thing. And the Virgin of Rome may well 
fay as Qxartilla the trumpet in Petroyins doth, Isnonemmeam iratam habeam, fi 
saquam: me meminerim virginem faifje.; I can hardly remember my felfa maid. 
Ifracl may alfo be called.a virgin, becaufe the yet fubfifted and: flourithed in her 
firk liberty and fplendour, till taken and defloured, .as it were, by the e4ffprian. 
Ard i” this fence we.read of the wirgin-of Babylon, Elay 47. I. of Egypt, Jer.46.12. 
or Zidon, Efay. 23-12., and now of Venice; whofe Motto is, /ntatta maneo, Tatn 
ftill a maid : as having never yet fallen ito the enemics power. ` Toærsay, a town 
in France, was ever counted fo invincible, rhat this fentence was engraven over one 
of the gates, Jannes ton me perds ton pacellage ,* Thou haft never loft thy maiden- 
head. Yet was it yeelded up to our. King Henry 8.: with 1C000. pound fterling, for 
the citizens redemption. The Virgin of Ifrael {ped not fo well: . l 
Shee 2 fallen, ] That is, fhee fhall fall, furely,, fuddenly, utterly. aa Pe 
Soe foall no more rife, } i.e. return out of captivity, and be reftored to her priftine 


the 


fplendour ? yet fome think otherwife. ta Si at 4 ; 
foe is forfaken upon her land, ] Projetta eft, proftrata jacet; fhe is thrown hard 
upon her ground, and as it were dafhed againft it, like an earthen pot againft a rock: 
and all this, becaufe fhe had left off righteoufnefle in the earth, Verfe 7. Thofe that 
forfake God, fhall be forfaken of him, 2 Chron. 15,2. ; os 
there is none to raife ber. wp.) God will not ; and then, man cannot. Behold, 
faith Bildad, God will not caf? away a perfet man 3, neither will he take the ungodly 


by the band, Job 8.20. he will bring them into trouble,, and there leave them, Ezek.: 


22. 20. & 2.9.5. His own he will not. /eave: or if he do, yet forfake them he will 
not, Heb. 13.5. and if mendo, he will relieve them the rather. Besanfe the called 
thee an ont-caft faying 5. This is Zisn., :whom na man Secketh after; therefore 
J will reftore health nuto hee, and X will heal thee of \thy wounds, faith the Lord, 
tP. 3.0.17. - ait på : Ye ee 
? Verfe A The city that went ont-by @.thoufand,] i.e. that hada thoufand in- 
habitants paffing to and. fro thorow. che: gates (See. Gen .. 34. .24. and 23. 
10. for men love not to bee cooped up,. or confined. co a place, asthe Duke of 
Venice is, but to be travelling and trading ) Or, that can fend ont a thonfand, fic 
to bear arms. re sonata BF ie! Bn ips Cake E nae 

Shall leave an hundred; } Here’s a wofull decimation, purporting a very great: 
paucity of people: fuch as was threatned, Dest. 28.62. atenth man onely fhallbe 


left, if that. Behold the feverity of God, and Betray nor the fives of others, by. 


` animpenitent continuance in finne. Turn to God, if but for -your poor brethrens 


fake, that are in dangér, or in-durance. Hexekiab’sxeafon to repent is very remark~ 


able, 2 Chron. 30.9. For if ye cura again to the Lord, your brethren and’ your 


children hall finde compaffion before them that lead them captive, fo that they 
fhall come agath into this land : for the Lord your ‘God is gracious and mercifull, 
and will not turn away his face from you, -if ye return unto him. ak tee ~~ 
Shall leave ten. ) Not take ten in an hu dred. and leave the réft; as the Roman, 
Generals ufed to do in the Army, incafé of a mutiny. This was fulfilled in chat. 
three yeers fiege of Samaria, 2 King. 18. 10. as af erwards the like fell out at. Je 
rufalem, which could hardly be repeopled in Nehemia stime, and at thisday is but 
thinly inhabited : there being not an:hundred houfholds of Jews to be found there, 
In our Countries, ofthe abundance of people commeth dearth, which maketh ma- . 
ny male-contents t¢o.mutter: but in many parts of :7; urkey, for want of men to ma- 
nure the ground: moftof the poor being enforced with, victuals and othergeceffa, : 
ries to follow their gteat Armies, in their lonigexpeditions: of whom {carce one of. 
ten (faith mine Authour ) ever returnhome ag ains there by the way -perithing, if 
not by the enemies {word 5 yet,by the wants, intemperatentfie of zh¢ air,' or immo- 
derate pains-taking, =... |. Ss A ee Mine Nie Gr 
“Ferfe 4. For thus faith the Lord, | Or, Truly-thus faith. the Lord =. Notwith-_ 
ftanding the former terrible fentence, which the Prophet could not denounce wee 
. oe ary 
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An Expofition on. 


dry eyes: but takes up a lamentation, though leffe concerned in it, and might well 
fay, as One did in another cafe: © k ; 


Tu quibus ifta legis, inzerekineft, letter oteli, 
M- Foray the -Ipfe quidem’ ficcis dicere non pots, se 


L. Fane Gray. 


All Gods threatnings ( for moft part ) are condicionall, Jer, 18.7: and 26. 2. fo. if | 


men repent not. As if they do, they may live in his fight, and be accounted worth 
( fuch is Gods great goodneffe ) to efcape ail thofe things, that thall befall theim- 
penitent, Luke 21. 36. The Gofpel is poft nayfragium tabula, and hath its reward 
Heb. 31.6. too, Heb, 11.6. fe. of graceand mercy. Do this and live, faith the Law. Sek, 
"Ertaroan the Lord, and tive, faith the Gofpel. Hejs á rewarder of them that diligently fek, 
ne. him, (and that is the foree. of the Hebrew word here ufed, which fignificth toes- 
guire, to make feridus fearch, and ferutiny, to feek bim ont, ( as thé Seventy have it). 
when he is with-drawn ; to feek-him asa Student doth fciences, a worldling gold,a 
hungry man meat,éc. as a man ftudioully turns over a Commentary,to finde out the 
fence of a Text, Efay 34. 16. Do this, faith God, and ye hall live: not onely 
have your lives for a prey,but live merrily happily. Now we Ave, faith the Apoftle: 
that is, we rejoyce; and Thus feall ye fay tobim that liveth: that is, hath a com- 
fortable life, and^; confluence of bleffings. But befides all tliis, yee fhall live for 
ever : and eterna vite, vera vita, eternal} life is che onely life properly fo called. 
Aug. Life (in what fence foever taken ) is a fweet mercy: A living dog ie better theng 
dead Lion, faith Solomon: and Tofepb is yet alive, faith Iacob, ( he doth not fay, 
Jofeph is Lord of Egypt ) I will get down, and fee him before I die. But eternal 
life is ( by a {pecialty and with an accent ) the gift of God through Iefus Chrift osr 
Lord: and this gift he will freely beftow on all that fo feek him as not to be fatisfied 
without him : as Mofes; who would not be put off with an Angel, but faid, If sly 
prefence genot with me, carry ns not ap hence, Bxod. 33. 15. andas Lyther, who 
when great gifts were fenthim, refafed chem, and faid, Valde proteftatus fnm, mes 
nolle fic fatiari à Deo. I deeply protefted, that I would not be fatisfied with thefe 
Jow things ; but chat I would have God, or nothing. This was one of thofe brave 
Apophtbegmes of his, concerning which One welljfaith ; A man would ferch them 
upon his ‘knees from Reme, or Jernfalens, rather then be without them. 

Verfe 5. But feck net Bethel, &c. ] Make not lies yout refuge, idols your Ora- 
cles: they that obferve lying vanities, do ( by their own election) forfake their own 
mercies ( Jon. 2. 8.) But I ( faith the Prophet, who had now paid for his learning, 
and was yet under the lath ) wil facrificeto thee alone, will feek thy face and fa- 
vour, not at Bethel, or Gilgal, butin the place where thine honour dwelleth : not 
at Hyll,. Sichem, or Loretto, butin tht true. Reformed Churches, in the beauties 
of holinefft, in the midft, of thofe feven golden candlefticks, in- the hearts and 
honfes of his faithfull people ; concerning whom He hath faid, I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them,&c, 2 Cor.6.16. and when they walk within sheir houfes witha 
perfec heart, I will come unto them, Pfaé. 101.2. I will chere command my bief- 
fing, even life for evermore, P/al. 133. 3+ See chap. 4:4. and ‘Hof. E I5. with the 

otes. ` ae i en . T 
_ For Gilgal foall farely go into captivity, | An elegant agnomination in the O- 
riginal, fuch as the Prophets are full of, and this plain Prophet, among thereft. See 
chap. 8.2. Miniftersmay fometimes rhetoricate: and it had need to be an elaborate 
fpeech, that fhall work upon the confcience. ns é 

and Bethel foal come to nought. | Heb: foall be Aven, as elfewhere it is called 
Beth-aven, Hof: 4. 11. and 10.5. Againft Beerfoeba he faith nothing: becaufe 
that name afforded him not the like elegancy , as Mercer -thińketh: or becaufe 
3 King. 19.3. that city belonged to Pari and fo was nor deftroyed ‘with the ten tribes, as Hieren 

holdeth. Seek not thefe places faith the Prophet,for help and faccour in diftreffe: but 
fay as Jer.3.23. Truely in vain it fatwation hoped fer from thefe hills: truely inthe 
Lord our God is the faluation-of Hegeli o = i] eae : 

Verfe6 Seck ye the Lord, dnd ye hall live, }- See verfe4. Sic eadem fepe far- 
dis & obftinatissuculcantur. The oh pre ng of a “g imports; 1. The excellency- 
Ulpian. P. 2. The neseffity. 3. The diffeulty of doing it: elfe what need fo may on 
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Cais ib Propbecie of Amos. 


Perquam durum efh fed ita lex feripta eft, faith the Givilian: Hard ornot hard,ie muft 
he done, or men are undone. left he breake.ont like fire] Left he go:through you and 
burn you together Efay. 27- Ae delt ye be utterly burnt with fire in the fame place 2 
Sam. 23-7. that is in hell (as fome expound it) which the Prophet calleth torment- 
ing Tophet; E/ay. 30, 33- and Plato calleth avepasyrdy a fierylake : fg terrible, faith 
Belarmine,that one glimpfe of it were enough to make a. man not on¢ly turn Chrifti- 
an and ober, but Axchorite and Monk: to live after the ftricteft rule that may be. . 
Verfe 7. Te who turn jadgement to wormweed | Ye.Grandees and -governours of 
the people, that, turne the {weeteft thing into the fowreft, (as corruptio optimi. 
peffima } right into wrong-dealing ; that follow the adminiftration of Juftic¢ asa 
trade only, with an unquenchable, and. uncon{cionable defire of gaine ; notca-. 
ring what becomes of righteoufhefie, but /eaving it off in; the earth, or rather’ not 
leaving it at,all upon carth ( Terras Affrea reliqnst ) but chafing it out of the world 
as much asin you lyeth =. whiles you caft it down to the ground, and tread it under 
foor Dan. 8. 12. whileft,you opprefle the. juft,’ crufh. the needy. &c. chap. .4. 1. 
See the Note there. Some read the, text by way.of exclamation, thus; Oye thar. 
turn judgement Gc. q. d. What .ftrange creatures are you? what, moniters of 


men? what publike ig oa what fcabs ? Efay. 5. ie pink. Judice 


but behold oppreffion (In the Originallit is, behold a fca 
hold a cry: fuch a cry, as entreth into the eares of the Lord of fabbath. 

Verle 8. Seek him that maketh the feven ftarres] Once againe, feek bim: that 
is, Returhe to him by true- repentance: and by faich take hold of his ftrength, thar 
yemay make peace, and ye fhall make peace with bim- E/ay. 27. 5. To ftand our 
it bootes not :. fith it is He chat made Bootes and Orias &c.. that is, ofinfinite pow- 
er: „and doth whatfoever he will in heaven, and -earth; who. only doth wondrous 


. things P/al. 72. 18. See chap. 4. 12. 13. ‘Chimah and Chefil, that is Pleiades and 


Orion are twice mentioned together in Job, Noted ‘ftarrs they are, and, kaowg to 
fhepheards and fuch like; Ames, likely, was-buc fuch an Aftronomer, as heard{men 
ufetobe. Thofe that writ of thefe fkarrs tell us, that:Ghimah comes of Ghamah, 
to love ardently ; becaufe-of. the fellowfhip and working together that appeares 
in them. They.be feven ftarres thar: have jail, one siame :. bøçaufe they: all help 
one another.in their work, whichisto bring. the fpring.; . and like. feven fitters or 
lovers, fo are they joyned together in one conftellation, and-in.one company. 
We fee (faith One ) that God willhave the fweeteft works in nature to be perfor-, 
med by mutual! help. The helt time of the yeare commeth with, thefe feyen ftarrs 
(hence we read of their fweet influence Jòb. 3& 3.1.:) and the beft time of our life. 
commeth, when we enter into trie love and fellowfhip. „As for Orión, it js the, 
ftarr ( faith the fame Author ) chat brings winter: and his bonds cannot be loofed. 
Je binds che earth with froft and cold, *that the frnits thereof, might-be feafoned and. 
made kindly againft the Spring: neither can the. Sprigg, gome till Orion: have pre 
pared the way. God. will have us. falter before-we raigne.. The-ward Chef here. 
ufed fignifies in the Chaldee, to perfect : hecaufe by fuffering and offering violence, 
to our felyes weenter into perfection. Luk, 13.°32-.Jfwe would, have a. pleafant 


, Spring of gtacesin our. hearts, we muft. firit. have snipping winter.: „she {pirig of 


mortification mutt be like the cold ftarr Qrion topip our-quick motions,in the head, 
and to bind all our uncleane defires, and burning Juftsthat they. ftir not inus.: and 
unleffe we do thus, the feven ftarrs of Comfort fhallineyer appeare tous... sf 
and terneththe foadow of death: that jg, the thickeft,darkneffe,..ixtaighe- pe 
into the fhining light, that Bineth more and more nntoshe perfet day Brov:: 142/18. 
This fevering of night from day, and.day from night,..chis mutuati and. orderly face 
ceffiont and courfé of the. night after the day, and ‘the day after:ithe night,the 
lengthening and. fhortening of the dayes in fummer:and winter, che woaderfall 
eclipfes, and other occurrents of that.nature, are works of Gods power, aod provi- 
dence, not tobe flighted but,.improyed to true:repentance: We: arg to mark the. 
countepance of the skie,and to difcerne the face of heayen that every.day.and{aight. 
winketh. dt us, and beckneth tous, to remember the wifdome, power;-jultice, and. 
mercy of God lined out unto usin the hrowes of the. firmameng.-4 4¢ heavens der 
clare the glory of God :, and the firmament foewsth bis bandy-wark; > The creatures 
are Regiy profeffores, faith One, Catholike preachers: faith ‘Another, rpal Paftifts of 
the Divinity, faith a third. Clemens Alescandrinns faith, thatthe World is Deé 
. ¥ Seriptura;’ 
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for righteou{neffe, but be~ feabrei molefti 
fant oppreffis ` 


Pifcator in loc, 
f 


tenebras feras 
les dg detales, 
Pial. 23. 4 


Phl. 19. E; 
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Aug. de doce, 
chriff. l. 4. 
Niceph. 1.8. 
cap. 40,Lib,2, 
de Arca cap. 3. 


t 


Lucretslib, 6. 


. Aw Expofition on 


Scriptura, the firft Bible that God made for the inftruction of man. Antosi Ex. 
mita told a Philéfopher (who objected to him his want ‘of bookes ) that the Uni. 
verfe was to him -inftead ofa well-furnifht library, every where ready at hand, 
Hugo affirmeth, that every thing attereth thefe three words, Accipe, Redde, Frage 
Receive mercy, Return duty, Shun fin, together with that bed that it hades at the 
beeles of it. Much aman may learn out of the book of Neture, with its three 
leaves Heaven, Earth, and Sea: bur there he muft not reft. For, as where the 
Naturalift ends; the Phyfician begins: fo where Nature failes and can go no fir. 
ther, there Scripture fucceeds and gives more grace Lam. 4. 6. Pfal. 19. 1, 2, 7,8, 
The Caldee Paraphraft takes this text allegorically : as if the fenfe were 3 God. 
changeth his hand towardsthe fons of men at his pleafure, prolreritg them one 
while, croffing themanother: fothat they walk in darkneffe and have no light 
Efay. 50. 10. yea they walk through the vale of the fhadow of death Pfal. 23.4, 
Not through a dark entry or church-yard in the night time,but s val: za large, long 
vaft place: not of darkneffe onely but of death; and not bare death, bur the 
Shadow of death, tharis the darkeft and moft difmall fide of death, in its moft hi- 
deous and horrid, reprefentations. And yet if God be with his Davids in this fad 
condition, no hurt fhal! befallthem, butmuch good. 


Cuar,s: 


Flebile principium melior fortuna fequetur: 


That calleth for the waters of the fea] that is, for great armyes, faith the Chal- 
dee. But ‘better take it litterally, of the generation of raine, the chief author 
whereofis God: the material! caufe is the fea fending up vapours: The Inftry- 
mentall caufe is the Sun, by the beames whereof God drawes the vapours u pwards, 
fends for them, asit were, into the middle region of the ayre, there thickeneth 
them into clouds, and then refolveth them intoraine This Kimchi illuftratech by 
the (mile of a boyling pot whereout vapours and fumes afcending to the colder pot- 
lid are turned into drops of water .See Gen. 2. 6. i 

The waters of the fea] 1 Kigg.18.44. A little cloud arofe out of the fea like a mans 
hand. And prefently the Prophet faid to Ahab, Prepare thy charet and Let thee 
dawn, that the raine flop thee not. And it cameto paffe inthe meane while that the 
heaven was black with clondes &c. a 

`: Hamorem magne tollunt © aquore ponté 
Nabes, quiin toto terrarnm fbargitnd orbe, 

` - Cum pluit interris i E 


The Naturalifts obferve that it fhowes- notin the fea, becaufe it fends up hot va- 
pours, which prefently diffolve the fhow. a s 

the Lord is'his name ] His memoriall Hof. 12; 5: See the Note there: He is notan 
idol to be dallied with and deluded, Pi i Et hy 

Verfe 9. That ftrengtheneth thë jpoyled againft the Rrong) Vitlorem avitto {pera 
vi fepe videmus. ` God can quickly change the {cene, turn the feales Jer. 37. 10. 
though ye had fmitten the whole aimy of the Chaldeans, and there remained but 
wounded men among them, yet fhould they rife up every man in his tent, and 
burn this city with fire. Ina bloedy fight ‘between Amsrath the third King of 
Turks, and Lazarws Defpot of Servia many thoufands fell ön both fides. In con- 
clufion the Turks had the vidtory, and Lazarus was (laine. Amurath, afcer that 
grear victory “with: fome few of his chief captaines, taking view of the dead bo- 
dyes, which without number lay on heapes in the field like mountaines, a’‘Chriftian 
fouldier fore wounded and all blood: feeing him, in ftagpering manner -arofe ( as 
if it had been from death ) ourofan heape of faine men, and making toward bim, 
for want of ftrength fell down diverfe times by the way 3s he came, as ifhe had 
beena drunken man.. At length drawing nigh unto him’ when they which guar- 
ded the kings perfon would have ftayed him; he was by Amurath himfelf..comman- 
ded to come neerér, fuppofing that he would-have craved his life of him: Thus 
this -half-dead Chriftian prefling neerer unto him, asif he would, for honour fake, 


have kiffed his feet, fuddenly ftabbed him in the bottome of his belly with a fhort 


dagger 


et 
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dagger which kehad under hiscoat ; of which wound that great king and.con- 
| queror prefently died. The name of this man was Miles. Cobelite, who, before 
tyre wounded, was fhortly. afterin.the prefence of Bajazet (-Amuraths fon ) cut 
into {mall peeces: So in that memorable fight between the Swiffers and the Dol- 


255° 
Turk, hift. fol. 
200, 


phn neare to Bafile, when Burcardus monk, a noble-man and a great’ fouldier, Tavat. iu 


grew proud of the victory, and put up his helmet that he might behold what a 
flaughter they had made : one of the half-dead Swiffers rifing up upon hisknees, 
threw a ftone at bim, which: hitting right gave him his deaths-wound. At the 
battle of Agincourt, where our Henry 5. won the day, the French were fo con- 
fident of a victory, that they fent to king. Henry, to know. what ranfome he would 


` give, and &c. Hesry comforting his army with a {peech, refolved to-open his way 


over the enemies bofome, orelfe todie. After which, fuch was the courage of the 
Englith, notwithftanding their great wants, ashe that ere while could {carce! 
bend his bow, is able now to draw his yard-long arrow totheveryheade >> 
fo that the fpoxled ( ar (poyle ) foall come againft.the fortrefy And take it by 
aflault. Dess loca, quantumvis valida, vafa facit. There is no firength againft the 
Lord. ' o i : age. A 
Verfe 10. They bate him that rebuketh in the gate] In domo jxdicij, faith the 
Challe: for the gate was the place of judgement, verfe 12: :15: Dent. 17.5, 
12, 15. Thofe then that did not approve and applaud the oppreflions and wrong- 
dealings of the Judges, and rich bribers, but cryed out againft fuch,.and took the 
fame liberty to rebuke them that they did to commit them, thefe. were hated cane 
pejus © angue, worle then any toad. - Thus Ahbab hated Micaiah, the. Sodomites 
Lot, the Jewes Jeremy; their fucceffors Chrift, the Baprif? . Steven, Paul, &c. 
Thus thofe of Gexeva hated Farellus their faithfull minifter, tryed him for his life, 


i banifhed him out of their territories : Thus afterwards fome of them hated Calvin, 


calling him Cain: yea calling their dogs Calvi», in derifion and deteftation of 
him. And thus Bifhop Ridly lamenting the ftate of England, even.of thy greateft 
Magiftrates faith He, fome ( the Kings highneffe excepted ) evermore unkindly: 
and ungently againft thofe that went about moft bufily and wholefomely to cure 
their fore backs, Spurned privily, and would not fpare tọ {peak evill of them, even 
tothe Prince himfelf: and yet would they toward the fame preachers. outwardly 
beare a jolly countenance, and faire face. As for Latimer, Lever, Bradford, 
Knox, their tongues were fo fharp, they ripped in fo deep in their. galled backs to 
have purged them, no doubt, of their filthy matter, that. was feftered in their 


g t 


hearts, of infatiable covetoufneffe, of filthy carnallity and voluptuoufneffe, of in-. 


- tollerable ambition and pride, ofungodly lothfomeneffe to heare poore mens cafes, 


and to heare Gods word. And thefe:men, of all others, chefe-Magiftrates then: 
could neverjabide &c. Thus He, and much-more to thefame ‘purpofe.: They were. 
then fick of a Novi me tangere, and fo (alaffe ) they are ftill. How few Fefpafians 
‘tobe found, of whom {?xémtilian teltifiech.that he was patientifimus veri, One that 
would patiently heare the naked truth of things :  not.toothleffe eniths onely, but’ 
fuch as touched to the quick ? How. few Davids that loved Nathan the better. ever: 
after ( for dealing fo plainly and faithfully with him, ).and ‘made him of his cabbi-- 
net-councell? Howfew Q, Elifabeths, who called oft for her Deering by whom 
fhe was barely told of her faults: . though the Bifhops( thofe Court-parafites ) 
would never fuffer him to preach more before her ?;.:The Q..of. Navarre would: 
not harken to fuch minifters as difliked that fatal! French match (that gave oppor- 
tunity afterwards to the Parifian Maffacre ) in regard of the diverfity of religions : 
but inclined rather to thofe that fmoothed her up, and told her that it.would lay: 
the foundation ofa lafting.and moft happy peace.. And generally of ‘thofe French 
! Reformed churchesit was obferved, that for fome.yeares before that bloody. mafd- 
cre, they affected a frothy flathy kind of Preaching: and cared not for that thar 

came home to the confcience. See my common place of Admonitions, -= + 1: 
and they abborr bins shat [peaketh uprightly |, Auget, orationem, faith Drufins : 
The Prophet groweth in his expreifion of their wickedneffe: for co adborr is more 
then to hare ; See Prov. 6. 16. Hatred.( as they fay of the.Grocods/e ) groweth as 
long asit liveth: Sin is ofan encroaching nature: Tf Serpent devoure a Serpent 
( faith the Proverbe .) he becommeth a Dragon. Hatred of phe truth, as ase 
: Yz elder 


Prov, 27. i= 


Speed 795. 
ex hypod. 
Nerfir. 


Prov. 21. 34, 


Mekh. Adam A 


AB dy Man. 
fol. 616, 
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Gallic, 


Serpens fi fere 
pentem comt- 
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elder ie is the ftronger: the Pharifees for inftance 3; who did not onely inward} 
{well and boil with hellifh hatred of Chrift, his works, and do@rine : but alfo out. 
wardly beiched out again{t him the bafeft blafphemies: and in their pertinacious 
working, conftantly perfecuted him, even to the moft reproachfull death of the 
croffe. This is merces mundi, the worlds wages to Gods faithfull witneffes. Th 
make a manan offender for a word, ( yea for peaking uprightly ) and lay a foare 
Jor him that reproveth in the gate, and turn afide the juf for a thing of nought, Efa 

1 29021. Anexpetlas ut Quintilianus ametur ? faid He: Dott thou think that plain. 
dealing Quéutilian fhould be loved ? It isnot likely. Zo preach, faith Luther, the 


treth, Which os according to godlineffe, is nothing elfe but to derive the 
© world apon amans RES 5 f 8 f tae rage of the Whal 
Verfe 11. Forafmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, ] Panti 
the duft of the carthon the head of he poor, Chap. aa See deli Pe 
; 16. Some render,, Ye ‘fire the poor ; others, ye plunder them: fo the Chaldee and 
Ramundus Hierom. The Sewenty have it, Ye [mite them with fits. But better, Ye foot it upa 
tSean on thems, and make them fell cheir commodities #nder-foot ( aswe phrafeit ) to pa 
your heavy taxes, and fatisfie your greedy covetoufnelfe. y, 
and je rake from him gardens s of Wheat, | Heb. the finef wheat, and beft win- 
nowed : thefe ye force him to make money of, for your ; 
nawed ; thefe Ye fo y or your ufe ; glad to feed upon the 
Domos rafiles Te bave built bonfes of hewen ftone, | {quared and polifhed, thinking to flourith, 
€ politas,Sept and frollick : but the fcreech-owlsof wocrying aloud from the ftones. out of thofe 
walls, fhall marre your mirth, Had. 2. 11. ° 
but ye foall not dwell in them, ) For either-ye fhall be prevented by death, and 
fent to dwell with devils: or be carried away captive, anda ftranger poffeffe your 
new-buildings; Dest. 28.30. S 
Te have planted pleafant vineyards, } As He in the Hiftory, that havinga cup 
of new-wine in hishand, expreffed out of the grapes of his new-planted vineyard 
was fet upon and flaine by a wild-boar, before he could drink it, and gave occafion 
Erafm. Adag. , to that proverb, Malta cadunt inter calicem Supremaque labra ; Many things fall 
betwixt the cup and the lip, betwixt the.chin and the chalice. Hereunto agreeth 
that ftory in Mr. Burreaghs upon Hofea. I had, faith he, certain information from 
areverend Minifter, that in his own town there was a wretched worldling, who had 
a great crop of corn. A good honeft neighbour of his walking by his field, faith 
Neighbenr you have a very fine crop of corn sf God bleffe it: yea, faith he, 7 will have 


*Oxus Eusts. 


Burr.on Hof. 
Pag.379. 


a good crop, {peaking contemptuoufly : and before he could come ro get it into the 


barn, it was fo blafted, that the corn of the whole crop was noc worth fixe pence. 
God hath many wayes to defeat the wicked mans expectation, and the hope of un. 
juft men perifheth, Prov. tx,.7. Etiam pes valentiffima perit, fo fome render that 
text, he fhali die or mifcarry, in the very eight of his hopes and expectations. 
Verfe 12. For know your manifold tranfereffions, and your mighty finnes) i 


know them, and can eafily fet them in an order before your eyes, Pfal.so. 21, bring . 


Ezra8.34, them out (as they did the veffells of the Sanctuary) by namber and by weicht : mak 
you anfwer for all with flames about your ears, ty open ‘your many a aalan 
Fortia peccata, and mighty finnes: The Hebrew hath it » your bony, or big-boned finnes: huge, 
hainous, and monftrous, capable of all manner of aggravations. Allthefe I know, 
faith God, they are all in Princ in heaven, and I will one day read them aloud in che 

. earsof all the world. Fee ergo confitendo propitium, quem taciende non facts nefeium. 
. faith Axftin. Make therefore God thy friend, by confefling thy fins to him, which 

thou canft not by any means conceal from him. e a 
they affli the jah, ]) they pinch and diftreffe him by their ‘oppreffions, which are 
often here laid in their dith, as an abomination to the Lord ; for he is mercifull. 
See Chap. 2.6. poe? l 
_ they take a bribe, T A ranfome to blinde their eyes, as't Sam. 12. 3. or a pacifica- 
tion of their pretended difpleafure againft heinous crimes brought before them. 
Olim didici quid fint munera, faida worthy man, Once I have learned long fince, 
how dangerous a thing it is for men in place to meddle with gifts. A publike perfon 
ashe fhould have nothing to lofe, fe nothing to get: he fhould be above all price, 
ale, Ce . ' ` ' . 


Coher, 


they 
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- they tura afide the poor in the gate. | that is, in the place of Judicature: This 
makes many that go to law, tobe at length of Themiftocles his minde ; who pro- 
felfed that 1f two wayes were fhewed him,one co hell and the other to the barre, he 
would chufe that which went to hell, and forfake the other. Another faid, that hee 
wondered much at two forts of men: viz. thofe that go to fea,and thofe that go to 
law : not fo much that they did fo at firft, but that, after triall, they would ever goa 
fecond time. ; 
Verfe 13: Therefore the prudent foall keep jilence, | According to that.old and "Hav, ù 
, good rule, Either keep filence, or {peak that which ss better then filence. There isa ia aan 
time to keep filence, and a time to peak, Ecclef. 3. 7. and itisa fingular skill to ys Ayer 
time a Word, Efay 50. 4. to fet it upon its circumferences, Prov. 25.11. foto {peak, 
and fo to do, as thofe that fhall be judged by the law of liberty, Jam.2.12. He that 
would be able to fpeak right and forcible words, mutt firk learn how and when to 
keep filence. It is not good cafting pearls before {wine : nor pulling a Bear, or mad 
dog by the ear. ’Tis the true ambition of a Chriftian, to fiudy to be quict, to meddle 
with bes own bufincffe , to affect rather quietneffe from the wicked world, then ac- ibowexinc- 
+ quaintance with it, and to paffe thorow it with as little noife and notice as he can. 1%. 
Not but that Gods faithfull fervants muh cry aloud, and not fpare; lifting up their 
voyces like a trumpet, &c. Efay 58. 1. and cafting away the inverfe trumpets of 
' Farins Fulvus, which founded a retrait, when they fhould have founded an alarme. 
Bue this muft be done with godly difcretion. Zeal fhould eat us up, but not eat 
up our wifdome, ( faith One ) nor fhould policie eat up our zeal. The Apoftles 
profeffed that they could not but fpeak.the things that they had heard and feen : 
they muft either vent or burft. And yet holy Pax, ( who was full of the piris of 
judgement and of burning, Efay 4. 4. ) though he preached at Ephe/us ( where hee 
lived two yeersand more together ) that they be no gods that are made with hands : 
yet he made no particular invective againft their great goddeffe Diana; whereon 
they fo impotently doated, Ag? 19. 26,37. Hethat hath a good mixture of zeal 
and prudence, is like a fhip well ballafted, that fails with a profperous gale: but 
zeal without difcretion, is like fire on the chimney-top ; or like mettle in a blinde 
horfe ; or the devil in the demoniack, that caft him fometimes into the fire, and - 
fometimes into the water, What a ftorm of perfecution raifed Bifhop Abdias in 
Perfepolss, by his intemperate zea/, not bridled with difcretion ; as che Poets fa- 
ble that AZimerva put agolden bridle upon Pegafies; left he fhould flie too fait ? 
And it was fome difadvantage to Pas/, when in the Councel ( though provoked 
and unjuftly {mitten ) he called the high-prieft whited wall: he was glad to ex- 
cufe ie by his ignorance. We may not be too bold, or too forward to fpeak in a good 
matter, to fuch ashate him that rebuketh in the gate: and abhor him that fpeaketh 
uprightly, verfe 10. oo Bo o. aaa 
Jor it 1 an evil time. |] by reafon ofan evil and adulterous generation, that make 
itfo. It isa day of evil, as Pfad. 41.1. that is; of difficulty and danger, to thofe 
that dare {peak out : Such as were Téberivs his ties. That Tyger laid hold with. 
his teeth on allche brave fpirits chat could: {peak their minds fit/y, and durft do it 
freely. He put to death a certain Poet, which in a Tragedie had inveighed againft 
Agamemnon ; fulpecting himfelf to be intended. Freedom of fpeech ufed by the Senec, 
Waldenfts in blaming and reproving the vices, diffolute manners, life, and actions 
of great ones, made them looked upon and perfecuted as bereticks, and enemies to Girardus, 
the Sea Apoftolike, as Afanichees, Catharifts, what not? . 
Ferfe 14. Seck, good, and not evil, that ye may live, | See verfe 4.and 6. Oh 
Seek , feek, feek, faith our Prophet: as fomeé of the Martyrs cryéd out, Pray, pray, 
pray; Mr. Sanders, and Mrs. Askew, repeated thofe words two feverall times toge- 
ther, Mr. Marb. once, adding, Never more need. To,feek God, is to feek, good, 
andto finde life : for with him ts the fountain of life, : P/al. 36. 9. To feek evil, is 
to feek the devil, who is that evil one: itis as Solomon faith in a like cafe, a vanity § momes, 
toffed to and froof them that fèek, death, Prov. 21. 6. , ; 
and fothe Lord the Ged of Hofts fhall be with yor, |. to affift and, accept you in 
feeking good: to prote& and provide for you in fhunning-evil. Deal couragionfly . 


1 The, 4. 17, 


ve 


therefore,and God fhall be with the good, 2 Chron.19.«/e.as your feven-fold thield, érmeotG-. 


and exceeding great reward, Gen. 15.1. See the note there: 
yY 3 as ye 


-. 
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as ye have poken, ] Ut pradicatis & jattitatis, as ye boaft and bear your felves 
boldupon: faying as Mic. 2.21. Ts not the Lord amongst us? none evil CAN comp 
wpon us. But that’s as you make it: for ye are upon your behaviour. The fault is 
not in God, but wholly in your felves, if ye live not happily, reigne not everlaftingly, 


Horan eps. at Paris ut vivat regnetque beatus Cogi poffe negas.——_—~. 
God is far from mens hearts ; and therefore far from their help: for caz two Walk, 
together, except they be agreed > Chap. 3.3. 
Verfe 15. Hate the evel, and love the good, } God doth fo: you muft alfo, or elfe 
_ never look for his gracious prefence with you: for idem velle, atque idem nolle, ea 
Cicere. demum vera eft Amicitia ; True friends do both will and nill the fame things, Ming- 
tins Fælix faith, that he and his friend O@avixs did fo. The like did Bafil and 
Naxianzen, Jonathan and David: 


are regenerate ) they do infinitely loath to lick up. And for that which is good, 
whether things or perfons, thefe they heartily love: not onely with a love of Defire, 
as Pfal. 42. 1,2. but alfo of Com tacencie, as Pfal. 73. 25, 26. herein refembling 
Almighty God ; not as an image doth a man, in outward lineaments onely, but asa 
fonne doth his father, in nature and difpofition ; being daily more and more con. 


formed to the heavenly pattern, and transformed into the Same image from Glory, 


and chablifh judgement in the gate. which hitherto ye have not done, verf-10,12. 
Perform the duties of your own particular places: be good fufticers as well as good 
men. IJtis faid of Galba and of our Rich. 3- that they were bad men, but good 
Princes: but I hardly thinkit. Some good parts they might have, and fome sood 
acts they might do; but good Princes they could not be, unleffe they did bate the 


that oe that is faid to bee written over the Tribunall in Zant, in letters 
of gold ; 


e 
Hic locus odit, amat, panit, confervat, honorat, 
Nequitiam, pacem, crimina, jara, bonos. 


Te may be that the Lord. Or, ous of doubt, the Lord God of Hofs will be graci- 
ons, Œc. Heis furely ready, were men but ripe, and- right for mercy: it {ticks 
onely on their part, and not on his: he waiteth to be gracious, E/ay 30.18. Oh 
unworthy we, that caufe him fo todo. Carrat Peenitentia, ne precurrat fententia. 

Chofihe. They are but a remnant that thall have mercy: a few that fhall finde favour: Oh 
labour to be of thofe few that fhall enter into life, Luke 13.24, 

Verfe 16. Therefore the Lord God of Hofts, the Lord, faith thus, | Therefore ? 
wherefore ? becaufe neither promifes of mercy, nor menaces of mifery, will work 
upon you, ftand forth, and hear your doom, your fentence of condemnation, and ic 

Ais & Mon, beginneth, as is ufuall, T» nomine Dei: neither can you fay, as that Martyr did, 


when 
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1 when wrongfully fentenced, Je begin in a wrong name. To affure thematter, the 


Prophet here heapeth up three Majefticall names of God : that they might trem- 
ble and turn, confidering the greatneffe of Him with whom they here have to do, 
being glorious in holineffe, fearefull in prayfes,doing wonders Exod,1 5.11. 

wailing thall be iz all ftreets œc] A general outcry, asonce in Egypt, when 
inevery houfe there wasa dead corps: or, asatthe taking and facking of Troy 
there was a 


Laitas ubique, pavor, & plurima mortis imago. Virg. 


And they hall fay in all the high-wayes, Alas, Alas, ] Manisa creature apt to overa 
grieve for croffes: and to fill the ayre with moanes and complaints of his mifery. 
‘The Jatine word «£ ger fora fick perfon, is judged to'come from °As dt the dolefull 

,espreffion of his grief. The Greek word žæł isas much as úr ga, Notever. We 
are foon weary of tuffering, and would faine feean end of it: and therefore cry 
out for help. The Hebrew werd here ufed Ho, Ho, is the fame with our Oh, Ob ; 
it is dolentrs particula it is ejulantis the broken {peech of one in great dolour and du- 
rance. Nature need not tobe taught to telf her own tale, when in diftreffe, then - - 

: men are apt to beeloquent, even beyond truth : they add, they multiply, they rife | s nodal- 
in their difcourfe, like him in the Poet, Lam thrice miferable, nay ten times, nay an ion Sele, 
hundred, ten hundred times : whereas they fhonld correct their exceffive complaint; Tedris x uv- 
with thae other Ound 34, Alas, Alas: but why Alas? Nothing hath befaln eds. Ari- 
us but what is humane, common to men, and our betters. . : ot nae 

and they foall call the bufoandman to mourning | For the marring of his corn by PRANA 
the enemy, or by the vermine. Others read it thus, The bufbandmen fhall fend JOT Jarchi 
thofe that are skilfull in lamentation, to mourning, and wayling, Livelejuss 
and fuch as are skilful of lamentation] An ordinary praéife in thofe Eafterne 
parts ( as now alfoin Jreland ) to hire artificiali mourners at funerals to fing dole- 
full ditties. Ut qui conduthi plorant in funere. See Fer. 9. 17. Mat. 9, 23. with gter di r 
the Note. Of the lawfulneffe of this cuftome the Prophet fpeaketh not. Many mer. de Heflo« 
things are mentioned in fcripture and made ufe of, but not approved, as Ufury refepuhe ` 
Mat. 25.27. dancing Mast. 11.17. Theft, 1 Theff. 5. 2. injuftice Løk, 16. 1. the Gelliuslib, 2, 
Ifthmian games, 1 Cor. 9. 24. &c. l CaP. 20, 
Verfe 17. And inall vineyards foall be wayling | where ufed to be great jol- 
lity and revell-riot in time of vintage P/al. 4. 8. The calamity fhall be com- 
mon, the fcourge over-flowing : - and all forts fhall have their thare See Joel. 1. 
18, 3e 
for I will pafs through thee faith the Lord] asa fire ina thick wood Jam. 2. 5e 
or dry ftubble oe/.2.5. Nab. 1. x0. Iwill go thorough them, I will burn them toge- 
ther E/ay.27.4. make a fhort work with them Roms. 9. 28. So fearefull a thing 
it isto fall into the punifhing hands of the living God Heb. 10. 31. to ftand in his 
way, when his fword is in commiffion, and He faith toit, Sword Eo therengh the 
land, cut off man and beaft fromit Ezek, 14, 17. Let this be thought on by thofe i . 
fecure ones that live, asif they were out of the reach ofGodsrod : for what if the ®zech.23.13. 

Sword contemne even the red? and be drenched in the gall of thefe fturdy rebels 2 
what then ? 

Verfe 18. Woe unto you that defirethe day of the Lord | The day of his vifitation e 
when he will go thorough us, as you Prophets would make beleeve. Where is the > 
promife ofhiscomming 2? Let him make {peed and haften his work, that we may Fy. 8.193 
feeit. Let him increafe his army and come down fadg. 9. 29. Such jearing and Jer, 17. 15. 
daring {pirits there are ftill abroad. But do they provoke the Lord to anger? are 
they ftronger then he? The great and terrible day of the Lord will come time enough 
to their coft ; they need not accélerate it. Can they ftand co his triall > or abide the 
thunder of his power 2 ` ; 

to what end is it for you] when God fhall anfwer you, as he did afar better man, 
out of the whirlewind and fay, Who is this that darkneth counfel by words without Job. 38. 2, 3. 
knowledge ? Gird up ne thy loynes like aman e. Where then fhall the ungodly 1 Pet. 4.18, 
and the wicked appeare ? what hils will they call upon to fallon them, when the 
elements fhall fall upon them like fcalding lead, er burning bell-mettail; and yer a 
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is be but the beginning of their forrowes? Now therefore be not ye mockers, 
eine bands be fede (ong: Efay. 28. 22. God can eafily hamper you, if he once 

ou in hand. i 
E ay of the Lord is darkneffe and not light} No interchange of Hight: ax evil, 
anonely evil, without mixture of mercy Ezech. 7. 5- a black and ‘difmal day of one 
mifchiefupon another, ina continued feries, Affléition fhall not rife up the fecond 
time Nah. 1. 9. but ye fhall totally and finally be deftroyed: wrath fhall come 
upon you to the utmolt, 2 Thef. 2. Thisisilluftrated inthe negt verfe by an apt 

I e. 

Ere 9. Asif aman did fly from a lion Ge. And fo by running from his death, 
fhould run to it: by feeking to fhun the fhelves fhould fplit againft a rock, daci- 
Alfied. Chro. dit in Scyllam &c. as Nicodemus Frifchiine ( that famous Poer, Orator, and Phi- 
ral, pag. 480. Jofopher ) endevouring toefcape out of clofe prifon, by cafting himfelt out at a 
window, the rope broke, and he perifhed by falling headlong upon a rock: So 
fareth ic with thofe that feare not God. Alixd ex alio malum, One mifchief trea- 
deth on the heeles of another, as Jobs meffengers. The clouds returne after the 
raine Eccle. 12. 2. as in April-weather, one fhowre is unburthened, another is 
brewed: and deep calleth upon deep at the noife of the water-fpouts Pal. 43.7. 
Evill fhall hunt the violent man to deftroyhim Pfal. 140. 1 I. your fins fhall find 
out, out asablood-hound, Nam. 32. 23. asit did chat Popifh Prieftin London, 
‘who having efcaped the fall of Blich-friers Anno. 1623. ( where Drary had his 
braines knockt out of his head, together with his fermon )and taking water, with 
a purpofe to faile into Flanders, wascaft away ( together with fome others ) un- 
Reviusde der London-bridge ; the boat being overturned. And as Philip the fecond King 
ae Pontif. of Spaine, who going from the Low-countries into Spaine by fea, fell into a ftorme 
312. in which almoft all the Fleet was wracked, his houfholdftuff of very great valve loft, 
Hift.of Counc. and himfelfhardly efcaped : He faid he was delivered by the fingular providence 
of Trent.417- of God to root out Lutheranifme, which he prefently began to do. But the hand 
Carof.Scribon. OF God was upon him in an extraordinary manner: for befide the invincible Arma- 
de inflit. Princ. do here defeated, to his great heart-break ( for his pretended patience was but as 


Cuapr.y. 


cap. 20, ithe fever called Epialss wherein men are cold without, but hot as fire within) he 
fell into that moft lochfome lowfy difeafe, called Phrhiriafis, whereof at length he 
dyed. 


and a Beare met him A Beare robbed of her whelpes( which fhe licketh into 
forme, and loveth above meafure )isa very fierce and fell creature. To meet her 
in fuch a rage is to meet death in the very face: and yet that danger may be fooner 
fhifted and fhunned, then the heavy wrath of God avoyded or averted, without 
true and timely repentance : there is no way to run from him but by running pe- 
nitently tohim: asin a tempeft at Sea, itis very dangerous to ftrike to the fhore: 
the fafeft way is to have fea-room, and to keep in the AZzine fill. , 

or Went into the honfe | To fhelter himfelf from the Beare ; as every creature in 
danger runneth to its harbour Prov. 30. 26. P/al. 104. 18.. 


and leaned his hand on the walles] As being breathleffein running, and glad to - 


{tay himfelfon what he can next lay hold on, Man, like the vine, muft have fome- 
what to leaneon: ifit be buta broken reed, or bulging wall P/a/. 62. 3. he fhifts 
and fharks in every by-corner for paar as es ne ( ftung by the Friers fer- 
. 32, mons ) do by pardons and pennances, which are but palliate cures. 
ee ca fergene bites shem]. thE guilt of fin abiding, biteth like a ferpent, and ftingeth 
like an adder. i 
pier 20. Shall not the day of the Lord be darkueffe cc.] q. d. How fay ye now : 
when thus befet with mifchief on all hands, fuch as yecan neither avoyd nor abide, 
muft ye not needes fubfcrtbe to the truth of what I faid verfe 18. and do here 
againe@epeate ( that you may the better obferve ic ) with greater emphafis, and 
earneftneffe » you fhall not have the leaft glimmering of comfort, eafe, direction 
or good counfel. To what end then fhould you defire this dreadfull day of the 
Lord ? Are youin haft to be undone. Bae a: 
Verfe 21. I hate, I defpife your feaft-dayes) wherewith ye think to ftop my 
mouth, and to make me your debter : faying as that Romane Emperour when his: 
ş «enemy came againft him, Non fic Deos colnimas ut ille nos vinceret, we have is 
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fo ferved ehe Gods, that they thould ferve us no better, then to give the Pen 
enemy the better of us The feaft-dayes, and folemne affemblies you fo much bb e 
bind upon are yours and not mine :- Z never commanded. them ( viz as you now ule Vulcat. Gallic, 
them ) acither came they ever into my mind. So farr am I therefore from accepting in Avidio 
your facrifices, as that Z hate, J defpife, I will not Smell: an elegant Afyndeton, Chio. 
importing Gods utter diftafte of what they did ( The facrifice of the wicked is abo- Jer. 32.35: 
mination: bow much more when he bringeth it with a wicked mind 2 Prov. at; 
27-) and alluring a fudden vengeance, asin chat quick and {mart paffage, Go, 
preach, baptife, He that beleeveth nor fhall be damued, Mark. 16, 16. Will: 
worfhip and out-fideneffe in religion is very odious to the Almighty: and ftinks 
worfe in his noftrils, then any ill vapour from the vileft dunghill doth in ours: 
or asthofe poifonous fmels that afcended uponce from the five cities of the plaine; 
and brought down from him a counterpoyfon.of fire and brimftone. Rome alfo 
( that fpirituall Sodom ) fhall be deftroyed in like fort, witha terrible fire Rev. 1 7. 
16. and 18, 8, 9. for her deteftable will-worfhips, fuperftitions and Idolatries, 
which no other nitre can poffibly purge. Rev. 13. 18. the whole nsmber of the 


, Beaj, whacfoever is numbred to belong unto him, is but the number of aman, hu- 


mane inventions and will-wifdome; men will have itfo: and thisis the fumm of 
all Popith religion. When the witof man will be over-pleafing God with better’ 
devifes then his own, will needes defpice him with feeming honours, it turnes to 
madneffe, and ends in mifchief. BP NS 

Verfe 22. Though ye offer me buvnt offerings &c.] So long as ye ftick in the bark, 
pleafe your {elves in the externall performance, reft in the work done, think to ex. 
piate your fins by your duties, and to fett off with God for your bad deedes by 
your good, and to get a licenfe thereby co live as you lift : though yê offer me burnt- 
offerings { aan were wholy burnt in facrifice to God , and fo were ordinarily moft 
acceptable. Me ne ah 

1 Will not accept them Nor fhall you be a button the better for them, but the: 
worfe. Efay. 66. 3. yeathough ye added Wine, eyle, and incenfe, that there might 
bea favour of reft init. The very Heathens. could fay, that Gods favour is not 
to be gained by multitude of facrifices, but by the integrity of thofe that offer 
them. . Sees 


neither Will I regard ( or look, at )ehe peace-offerings of your fat beafts] whether 


. fheeporoxen, oranother diftinét “creature, bigger then an oxe called in the Ara- 


bick dialect gamus, as Aben-Exra affirmeth, the French callic Baffle, and wethe 
Buffe or wild-Oxe: All would not do; God would neither fee nor heare, asig 
‘followeth. ‘ 

Verfe 23. Take thou away from me the noife of thy fangs] No more pleafing to me 
then the grunting of an hog, or the braying of an affe, becaufe hateleffe, heartleffe: 
for as every found is not mufick, fo neither is ever muficall found melodious to 
God. The voice which ismade in the mouth is nothing fo {weer to our eares, as 
that which comes from the depth of the bret. Sixg sith grace in your hearts, is 
the'beft tune to all the Pfalmes : which are therefore called fpivituall Jongs Col. 3. 
16. both becaufe they are indited by the Spirit, that are to be fang with the Spirit, 
1 Cor, 14.15,and becaufe they being fo fung, do mak us more fpirituall.in the ufe 
ofthem: whileft we fing Davids Pfalmes with Davids heart. Pee 

for 1 Will not heare the meledy of thy viol] Or of thine organe, harp, citterne, 
lute, bag-pipe, for fo fome render it, with refpect to the Etymologie of the word.. 
Nebel. The Greek rendereth it Of the Pfalteries : what need we trouble our felves 
much about thofe things whereof we can neither have proofnor profit: at leaft not. 
profit enough to pay for the paines >? God will not heare either their voyce or in- 

ument-mufick, becaufe rhe heart was wanting. ‘Non vox fed votum, non Mufica 
chordula, fed Cor. The deeper and hollower the belly of the lute or violl is, the 
pleafanter is the found : the fleeter, the more grating and harfh in our eares: 
think the fame of God: and fee how excecding offenfive to all his fenfes, yea to 
his very foule hy pocrify is Efay. 1. 11, 12.73.80 : k 

Verfe 24. But let judgement ran down} Heb. rowle' down freely, plentifully, and |. 
Plainely, xt devolutus monte ‘precipsts torrens; as the great biflowes of the fea, or Trons: 


i 2 Columella, 
as waves rowling over rocks, fo let judgement and equity be conftantly and vi a 


roufly adminiftred and executed. ~ aud 
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and righteon{neffe as a mighty ftreame] that comes with a force, and beares down 
all before it. Fiat juftitix, ruat orbis, Let juftice be done what ever come ofit, 
The Sùn might as foon be turned out of his courfe, as Fabricius out of the track of 
Truth and Juftice, faith the Hiftorian. How much better might this have been 
faid of fob, Mofes, Phineas, Nehemias, Gc. famous in their generations for bian- 
difhing the {word of juftice againft the friends of Baal, Balaam, and Bacchus, fon 
turning the wheel over all fuch roaring monfters, fuch lewd: and lawleffé Belialifts, 
as, hardened with impunity, dare oppofe with creftand breft whofoever or what. 
foever {tandeth in the way of their wicked lufts and practifes. Oh this was better 
then burnt-offerings withoutthis: this wasthat Actuall, Magifteriall, and Ma. 
jefticall kind of devotion, that pleafed God farr better then an oxe that hath bornes 
and boofes. ao 
vor 25. Have ye offered unto me facrifices Gc. ] i. e. Tome only, and not 
to other Gods alfo ? did ye not begin betime to play the idolaters? and do ve 
not fillup the meafure of your fathers? Mat. 23.32. They fojourned in Egypt, 
and brought thence a golden calfe: Peroboam fojourned there, and brought home 
two; which were no fooner up but you were down upon your knees, where ftil 
you continue at your mawmet-worfhip. Js it sot even fo, 0 houfe of Ifrael? And 
was'it not even fo in the wilderneffe, where and when I bore with your evil man- 
ners abont the time of forty yeares AG. 13. 18. ( for full forty it was not, but 38, 
onely and fome few moneths ) and was provoked by you ten times Num. 14. 22; 
when I had but newly brought you out of Egyptechap. 3. 1,2. So that your Idola- 
try ishereditary ; and therefore the more ingrained and tobe abhorred. God 
alone is to be worfhipped Exed. 20, 2, 3. 1 King. 18. a1. truely that there be no 
halting, and totally that there be no halving. Be the Gods of the heathen good- 
fellowes, faith One: the true God is a jealous God, and will not fhare his glo 
with another. For indeed heis the One Deut. 6. 4. and Onely God, Pfal. 86. 
10. befides whom Pfal. 18. 32. Without whom 1 Sam, 2. 2. and beyond whom 1 King 
8. 6. there is none other Deut. 4. 39. nor any like him 2 Sam. J- 22. nor any 
with him Efay. 44. 24. he isthe onely Lord, and befides Him there is none other 
oel. 2. 27. : 
f Verfe 26. Bat ye bave bern the tabernacle of your Moloch) That Idols were wont 
to be carried upon mens fhoulders we may fee E/ay. 46. 7. Baruc. 6. 3. and 2.5. 
That Moloch or Malcom was the abomination of the Ammonites, ( who called him 
their king, as the \fraelites called the true God El, 44. 6. and 33, 22. ) See 
1 King. 11. 5. thatthe Ifraelites fhould do thus in the wilderneffe ( where they 
had Gods tabernacle erected ) carrying about them privily fome portable chap- 
pels or pictures of chefe Idols ( as fome hold they did, and ?o ephus feemes to fay 
. a ) was monftrous wickedneffe, and the guife ofmen given up to a reprobate 
enfe. 
and Chinn your images] thatis, your notable image, the plurall for the fingular, 
asoft; efpecially in names ofdignity. Hierom here for Chinn hath Repban ; confer 
Af. 7. 43. and the Commentatours thereon. Aben-Ezra thinks that by Chinn 
is meant the planet Saturn, called chivanin the Arabick. “And other Hebrews by 
the farr of your God ( that is, the ftarr which is your God. See Efay. 21. 9.) under- 
ftand Mereury. 
Verfe 17. Therefore will canfe you] Idolatry isa land-defolating fin. 
beyond Damafcus and not only fo, but alfo beyond Babylon Au. 7 by the way 
of Damafcus, by Tiglath Pilefer_ fent for by Ahaz, for that purpofe Ef. 8. 4. 
King. 15. 29. . A 


CHAP. VL. 


Verfe x. Wz to them that are at eafè in Zion) that lye fleeping on both fides, 

and flighting the former menaces, as Leviathan doth the iron- 
weapons Tob. 41. 27. that live as if ye were out of the reach of Gods red : and as 
or all your enemies, ye puff ac them, faying : We thali not be moved, we w 
l g . nev 
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be in.adverlity, Pyat. 10..5, 6... To thefe fleepers in Ziow, God here fends 
forth hi ‘fuinmons 7 the word’ Hoi fignifieth as well Heus as Ve, Ho, as Wo). Efäy 
55. 1. Zach.3.6. Hó; ho, come forth) that were quiet and ftill, Zach. 13 11. lulled 
afleep by Satan, or rather caft into a dead lethargy: Samp/on-like their enemics are 
upon them, and they faftafleep the while : Tfebofoerk-like they ftretch themfelves 
upon their beds of ivory, till they lofe, not their Precious lives onely, but their im- 
mortall fouls., Security ufherech in deftruction.: thofe that are at eafe in Zinn’ 
fhall be raifed by a dread full Woe rung in their ears, that fhall make their hearts fall 
down, and their hairs ftand upright. In the froth of caznall fecurity and fenfuall 
delights is bred that worm of ‘confcience that never dieth, Mar. 9. and here begins 
to grub and gnaw: like as while the Crocodile fleepeth with open mouth, the 
Ichneumon, or Indian Rat fhoots himfelf into his bowels : after which he never is at 
eae, as having his.entrails daily devoured : fo that one while he will be in the wa- 
ter, and anonvafter on the land, till life fails him. 


and trnft in the mountain of Samaria, | Are catnally confident and fecure, as- 


good David alfo was, when gotten upon his ftrong mountain, Pfal. 30. 6, 7. but 
was foon confuted : Thon didft hide thy face und 1 Was troubled. The beft are apt 
by reft, to contract ruff: and being full-fed to wax wanton; Deut. 32.15.To affect 
more mundi delicias guam. Chrifti divitias, as One faith, the worlds dainties then 
Chrifts comforts : to truft in uncertain riches, then to rely upon the living God, who 
giveth them all things richly to enjoy. This muft be fookt to: for it hath a woe 
hanging at the heels of it, fer. 17. 5,6. Pfal. 52.7, 9. i. 
which are named chief of the Nations, | Heb. exprefftty named, declared, notified, 
celebrated, chief, ] the bead, or firft fruits; che head and height; Principium, id ef, 
precipuum gentinm: So Amalec is called the firit of the Nations, Numb. 24. 20. 
haply they held themfelves fo : as'the Egyptians afterwards. boafted much of their 
Antiquity, and the Chinois at this day do of their txcellency, and’ perfpicuity 
above other Nations. Many wicked ones are of great rendwh in this world, P/a/.73. 
4,6. and ftand much upon their titles and’tetmes of honour: who yetin the next 
generation fhall be utterly forgotten, Pfat.'1o9. 13. for that their names are not 
written in heaven, Rev. 17.8. and look how much they ‘have glorified chemfelves, 
and lived delicioufly,fo much torment and ignominy fhall be given them,2ev.18.7. 
To whom the boufe of Ifrael same.) The whole houfe of Ifrael, viz. the two 
tribesto Zion, the ten to Samaria, Vel facrorum caus, vel jndiciornm, faith Dry- 
fims, asto places of worfhip, and beftdes, courts: of Jattice. Others fence it thus, 
The houfe of Ifrael came nnto them, that is, the Ifraelites invaded thofe nations, that 
onceheld Zion and Samaria, and fucceeded'them therein: not by any ‘ftrength of 
their own, but by Gods mighty hand and'wtt-ftretched aim, which they ( ungrate. - 
full wretches ) acknowledge not: but came in for them/tives, fo Ribeta-rendreth i, 
Quafi fibitantum nati, fe folas effe aliquid, as if they were the onely :proprietdries, 
the {ole owners of all ; and owed np fervicd to'any chief-Lord. Such infolency grows 
from fecurity. See fob 21.23. ` ee sees sare tha cs 
Verfe 2. Pafe ye unto Calneh and fee, Take a voyage to; and a view-of thofe 
moft famous, bordering cities, Calneh'; Or-Selencia in Mefopotamia on the Ealt, 
( whereof fe¢ Gen. 10.10. the beginning of Nimrods Kingdom) Hameath the great, 
or Antiochia, ( now Aleppd, ‘a famous Mart-town ) on the North.. Then go down 
Southward to Gath of. the Philsftines, which was of allthe’ five fatrapies potiffima 
G petentifima, and is'therefore called 22Peg- Ansniah, 2 Sam. 8. 1. with i Chros. 
18.1. becaufe, being a town of great ftrength, it was, dsit were, thedrtd/e, where- 
by the whole countrey abone was kept ikawe: Ye was afterwards Known by the 
name of Hee hive Away to thefe Le erent cities}:and fee inthem, as in fo 
many Optick-glalfes, how muich more God tidth tone for yoti then for thentin every 
ae 3 ae pearc is your'gnilt, ahd the ‘deepér will’ be your judgentent'in:che 
end, for abufe of thefe rich-mercies ( of a fettile foil, a targë Empire, &c: ) to fecu- 


tity. oppreffion, and other deteftable vices'dnd villaniess | - 


_ be shey bester then thefe kingdoms ? ) fe of Jadah, ahd, Ifrael? which were cer- 
tainly maltis nominibus landatiffind, very fraith and pleafant countries, Dent. B. 
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72 8,9. Numb. 14. 7,8. whatfoever Strabo fpitefully reporteth to thecontrary, Lib. 7. 


being therein worfe then Rabfbakeb, Efay 36. 17. 
Or 
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_ Or their border greater then your border, ? | fe. till the Babylonians, Syrians, and 


Affyrians took part of your countrey from'you, and cooped you up, cut you fhiort 
And now that you are fo ftraitned for room, doth not the Lord recompente you ig 
multitudes of people? Jadea was not above 200.. miles long, and $o. miles broad. 
fay Geographers: and yet what huge armies brought they into the field > Obferve 
then faith the Prophet , the great things that Göd hath done for you above other 
Nations, and walk accordingly: or elfe take leflons out of their loffes, and damages 
and know that the cafe will be your own, Alsorum perditio veftra fif cantio: Learn, 
by other mens harms, tò beware. TANNA i 

Verfe.3. Ye that put farre away the evil day, } Wo to you that would do fo, if 
you could ; that fondly perfwade your felves there is no fuch danger in évil-doia 
as the Prophets pretend :. but that all fhall be hail and well with you, though yee 
walk in the imagination of your hearts, to adde drunkenneffe to thirft, Dest.29.19. 
and to.heap up fin as high as heaven, Rev.18. 5. This curfed fecurity and hope of 
impunity, is the fource of much wickednefle in the world. See Prov. 7. 1 9, 20. 
Marth, 24, 48. withthe Notes. Itis a fad thing when men fhall fay, as Exek.12, 
27. The vifion that he feeth is for many dayes to come : and he prophefieth of the 
times that are farre off. This Atheifticall conceit accelerates the judgement, verf. 
28. Therefore fay unto them, Thus faith the Lord God, there fhall none of my 
words be prolonged any more: but the word whith I have {poken ‘thal be done, 
faith the Lord God . Zarditatemqne {npplicij, gravitate compenfabo. 

and caufe the [eat of violence to come near, | Amotà Puftitie fella: fetting 2. 
fide the care of juftice, together with the fear of God, for whom yee ought to 
have referved the chief room in all your. publike meetings; asthe Ethiopian Judges 
are faid to do. Atqae vi an geritur res, might overcomes right : and robberiesare 
daily done by authority. See P/al. 94-29. Thethrone of iniquity fhall noc have 
fellowfhip with God : neither will he take the wicked by the hand, whatever thole 
corrupt Véce-geds do, (as we may in the worlt fence, beft terme thém ) whofe judge. 
ment.now.of a long-time lingreth not, and their damnation flumbreth not. The 
evil day thacthey put farre away, will fuddenly furprize them, and then what will 
al do when God rifeth up ?: and when he vificeth, what will they anfwer him’ 

06 33.14, 


2 “ft Px 2 ee ` 
Sed guam cacus ineft vitijs anior ?.omne fatnrum, 
Defpicéiur, Juadentque brevem prafentia frutlum, G6. 


Verfe 4. That die upon beds of ivory; ] which was a commodity far fet ( even 
out of India) and dear bought ;- precigus, and fumptuous. The wealthier fort 
ufed to deck their houfes with fuch kind of beds deckt with ivory (leis eburatss, as 
Plawtus phrafeth it) as Efe 1: 6. with gold and filyer: hence their houfes are 
called honfes of ivory, chap. 3. 15.and 1 King. 22. 39, See Plin. lib. 33. cap. 11. 
Horat. l. 2. Sat.6. Here then is condemned their luxury, and abufe of Gods good 
gifts, with neglect of the weal-publike, and contempt of judgementsthreatned. : 

_ and firetch thensfelves. upon their couches, | Pandiculantur in [wis cubilibas, fo 
Rabbi Solomon. Others render it, redundantibus ac diffluentibys: Wå to them that 
delight in over-long and large coverlets, eurtains, &c, faperfluoufly hanging down’ 
on all fides upon the very ground ; fo Kimchi. The Seventy and Vulgar render it, 
Wo to thofe that wantonnize upon their couches, melting in fenfuall pleafures. Com- 
pare 1 Tim. 5. 6. fam.5,5. God grudgeth not his people an hotieft affluence, P/al. 
23.4. but granteth them all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tiss, 6.17. Howbeit he re- 
quireth them zo be fober.and watch : not making provifion for the fleth, to live af- 
ter the lufts thereof, but walking decently asin the days not in‘rjotiiigand dnin- 
kenneffe, not in chambering and wantonnefle, &c. Row, 13.13, 14> ` 7 
and eat the lambs out of the flock, | E grege, id eft, egregios ac optimos, the very 
beft and fattet morfels, pampering their paunches ; ‘{winifh belly-gods. . 
and the calvesont of the middeft of the fall. | The French callthem high-grafe~ 


-veals.. Nothing would down with them bue tid bits, Aimes x? Acures, dainty and 


goodly, Rew, 18.9. Thole Abbey-Jnbbers of the Romith Synagogue are compared 
to fed horfes, pampered in their cloyfters ( as war-horfes in their ftallé or ftables ) 


ang: 


` and prepared unto battell, Rev. 9-7- Lawfall itis, I grant, at fome times tocat of Nch.8..10. 
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the tar, and drink of the fweet, and to pleafe the appetite, Dest. 4: 26. to gratifie 
it wich what it liketh and lofteth after. Bat yet ic muft ftill be remembred;that itis a 
finne to feed wintiog fear ; -and a vas for a doce to is ilave to his. 
alace. Eat fuch things as are fet before you, faith Chrift to his difciples; be it 25,0243: 
never fo homely, if wholefome, Lake 10-8. And Gen,9. 3. after, Every moving oe i 
thing that liveth foall be meat for you; itisadded, evén as the: green betb have I gi 
ven you all things, thatis, foberly and without curiofity, to take and make ufe of 
fach meats as are at hand; as Dr. Willet interpretsit,. And this, Nature feems to as 
teach man, in giving him fo narrow a mouth, throat, and belly: whereas to fwine Hexap. in lot; 
fhe hath given a wide mouth, a'very thick neck; aJarge belly, and. bur a-very little, 
brains: that they might thé fooner grow fat, and take rio other thought but for the ee . 
belly faith Bodine. Len l a AE ae reas 
Verfe 3. That chant (or quaver): tothe found of the viol, | That fing divifion 
with much variation of their voyces, and many diftindtions of diverfe tones; modu- persiculari- 
Satious fractions. The Hebrew root-word fignifiech the fingle grains of grapes, zant, they fing 
that remain after the vintage: or the particulgr -berries, Lev. 9.10. Our word their partsin 
parting, anfwereth to the Hebrew peret. It is their wanton and ynfeafonable mufick confort. 
Cemafculating, diffolving, and drawing out their fpirits ) that they. are here threat- 
ned for. This abufe of Mufick~( given to men for better purpofes.) ‘is elfewhere 
condemned, chap. 5. 23. Efay 5.12, Exod, 32.18, Ecclef. 4,8, ‘God made not 
man more svium minurire to {port on earth, as Leviathan doth in the fea: to {pend 
his whole time (asthe people of Zombutum in Africk, are faid todo) in finging 
and dancing: and, when he is caft out of one paradife, to make himfelf another. 
It is charged asa foul fault upon thofe fenfualifts in St. James; that they had lived.in 
pleasure on the carth; and been Wanton; Jam, 5. 5... Rene E 
and invent to themfelves infiruments of mufick, like David: | Whofe example; 
likely they pleaded, to patronize their fidlings; and -chaunting.of ribald fongs. 
But his mufickand.theits agreed like harp and harrow, as the proverbis. Two may 
do the fame thing,and yet it not be the fame’; becanfe not from the fame principles, 
and for the fame purpofes: as we fee in Cain and Abel, the Pharifee and the Bub: 
lican, David and thefe fingfters, who did nothing leffe then help forward their de- 
votion by Mufick,as didjDavid : and as did our late holy Efty, who whei he fat and `. 
heard a fweet confort of. Mufick, feemed upon this occafion carried up for the time D, Halls Ari 
before-hand, to the place of his reft, faying very paffionately ; hat mifickmay $ diveMedit, 
we think there isin heaven ? Riis A ae ean a . 
_ Ferfe6. That drk wine in bowles, | Non in fcyphis, cyathis, ant calicibus, not 
in cups, pots, or chalices, but in veffelsof price, and.of largeft receipt, that they 


-may bee counted and called ( as young Cicero was.) Fricongsi, fuch as can drink 


whole-ones, and no fmall-ones neither. ( The Seventy and ghe. Chalfee. render it, j 
In phials, others is goblets) Diotinsus of Athens, for his excefiive drinking, was 
termed xm, Tan-difk. Alexander the Great gloried that he could drink down Aian: libat, 
any man: and one time inviting many to fupper, he provided a crown of r80.poynd 24t tY 
to be given to thofe that drank moft : and fourty one of.che company killed them- ` . F 
felves with drinking to. get that crown. Darius king of. Perfia, sented this to bee 
ingraven upon his tomb; I was able to drink much wine, and to bearit-biavely,, . .. 
Was not this to glory ‘in his fhame ? -had .he no way elfe to fhew his valour è Did Athenow(~ :} 
he never take notice of that Perfian law ; thatit.fhould not bee lawfull for their 

King to be drunk but onely once a yeer, when they facrificed to the Sunne; whom 1 

they took to be the greateft of the gods? How much better Barhfacka; in her-Le- 

muels-leffon, . It is not for Kings, Lemuel, it is not for Kings to.drink Wine, ner for 

Princes, ftrong-drink: left they drink, and forget the law, Gc. Proy. 31.4. And if 
not for kings,much leffe is it for others to be drunk With wine wherein te exceffe, Eph. 

5.18; left with Nabal, and the rich glutton, they drink deep of the wineof Gods 

wrath: and have the full vials of his vengeance poured upon them for.ever. Pre 

and anoint themfelves with the chief ointments, ] After the manner of the ewik 

Nation, whereof fee 2 Sam.12.20. Ecclef. 9.8, Luk.7. 38, 46--Pfal. 23.5. and 

104. 15. Mat. 6.17. They {pare for nocoft, or, pains to pleafe all their fenfes. 

And fuch a prodigal! pleafure-monger was‘that rich citizens fonne, mentioned in F 
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Dart. 2. pag. 
xin, 31d. 


Te Tapa nee mn pee a > 


+ eAn Expofticn’ on Cuar.7, 
SU ele ee 
fecond part ofthe Theatre of Gods judgments: who to pleafe all his five fenfes. 
once, allowed to the delight of every feverall fenfe a feverall hundred pound. Fo: 
which end 1. He befpake a curious faire room richly ‘hangd, and furnifhed with: the 
moft exquifite pora to pleafe the eye. z. He hadall the choyfeft Mufick the 
could be heard of, to give content tothe eare, 3. He had all che Aromatickes ais 
odoriferous perfumes, to delight his cent in fmelling. 4. All che Candies, Prefervay, 


- Junkets, even to the ftretching of “the Apothecaries or Confectionaries ‘ait 


to pleafe his taft. 5. And laftly, a beautifull and faire {trumpet lodp’d with him in 
a foftbed, and the daintieft linnen that could be compaffed to accommedate bis 
touch : and all thefe this Epicure ( more then eyer Sardanapalus did ) enjoy’d at 
one inftant: He fpent thirty thoufand pounds in three yeares, and fwore after all, 


that ifhe had.ten times more then ever he had, he would {pend it allto live one 


- week like a God, though he were fure to be damn’d in hell the next day after. 


Aug. de dof. 
Chriftian, lib. 
4 cape 6 


See r Sam. 


22. 
Dny 


Magdeburg. 
Efa. 50. 11. 


bivehy 


l . expences of whofe kitchin amounted to more then two 
. eaten up his eftate, and fearing poverty poyfoued himfèlf: 


felf: fith whatfoever is in God, isGod. Sochap.' 4:3. Ges 22. 16, Heb. 6. 16,17. - 


Or, He hath fworn by bis foule, that is Serie, ex anime Serioully and “heartily.” 


they are not grieved for the afflittion of Fefeph} i. e. of the Iraelites Pfal. 80. 2. 
and 77. 16. Amos. 5. 6. Jofeph is mentioned and put for all the reft, becaufe he 
was famous amongft his brethren, vel ob mala que pendit, vel ob bona que rependit; 
both for the evils that he fuffered; and for the good turns chat he returned. Tinie 
was when poor fofepé was ill handled by his mercilefle brethren 3 and could not be 
heard, though he ufed many intreaties, Gex. 37.23, any 42,21. They when they 
had caft him into the pit, there to pine and perith with hunger, fat downto eat, 
and fo to eafe themfelves of any remorfe of confcience, that might be wrought ia 
them. They fhould have been fick at beart (asthe word here fignifieth ) for the 
affliction ( the confraction, the breaking to foivers ) of Jofeph: poor Renben was fo, 
as farr as he durft fhew it: and Jofeph forgat not his kindhefle, when he.camé to 
his greatneffe. God ( who is all bowels ) will never forget thofe that ‘forget nèt 
his afflicted’, but commiferate and relieve them, as they have Opportunity and 
ability, 0 O's DE l 

Verfe 7- Therefore now ball they go captive with the frf] Heb. in the besdi 
thofe that gocaptive: as they have been firft in the degrees of honour, and of fia, 
fo fhall they be now of punifhment, according to that faying of the Centurifts, 
Ingentia beneficia, ingentia flagitia, ingentia [upplicia. This they fhall have of 
Gods hand, they fhall lie down in forrow : 
wicked ones, P/aé, 32. 10. thefe mercileffe men thall not have the leaft mercy fhew- 
ed them, Jams. 2. 13. God will turely fer off all hearts from fuch (ashe did from 
Haman, for whom in his mifery not one man openeth his mouth once to intercede ? 
and he will punith magnum laxum magnolucty, as One faith, great luxury wit 
great neceflity. l s j 

and the banquet of them that firetched thenfelves] They fhall neither have mind 
nor mony to make feafts, that were wont to lay on in all 


and caft off by all his former acquaintance. That luxurious Roman. Apicius ( the. 
millions of gold, ):-having 
leaving behind. him 
ten bookes, of direction how to furnifh and fet forth a feaft with all manner of ve- 
rieties, which now he could fooner ta/k of then take of.. The word here-rendted 
banquet istaken for a funeral! feaft Jer. 16. 5. and fo fome think the fenfe here's; 
they fhall be carried captive into a farr country, and there be deprived’ of the ho- 
nour of burials ; which is a judgement elfewhere threatened Jer. 22. 18, ‘19. Aben= 
Ezra rendreth it, faceffet canticum the fong of the wanton thall be: {er packing.: 
and for this he alledgeth, that in the Arabick dialed, the root-word: here ufed, 
fignifieth to dift up the voyce, either for joy or grief ;. The Seventy render it, the 
neighing of horfes : as noting their immoderate luft according to Jer. 5. 8, And this 
fenfe Ribera commendeth. E oF a i ne, 
Verfe 8. The Lord God hath fworn by himfeif ] Heb. "by bis foul, which is him- 


Among the Heathens ex animi (yi fententia was inftead of an oath. 


Saith the Lord God of hofts} who hath power enongh in his hand to perform what f 


he hath fo folemnly affured. ii 
Aba 


itt , 


yea many forrowes fhall be éo,-chefe. 


orts of fuperfluities, That 
prodigall above-mentigned was by a juft hand of God reduced to extreme penuiy, — 


Cuar.7. the Prophecie of Arcs, 


I abborr the excellency ( or, the pomp and pride’) of Jacoh] So Bafil {peaking of 


the Weftern Church, Odi faftum iftius Ecclefie faith He, i hate their pride. This 


he elfewhere calleth oppvy Surexiv the Weftern brow (from the fore-head, that feat 
of pride and arrogancy ) which at length oceafioned that lamentable feparatien of 
the Eafterne or Greek church from communion. with the Latine: the other foure 
Patriarks dividing themfelves from the bifhop of Rome. Pride is an odious evill ; 
fitly compared by One to a great fwelling in the body, which unfits it for any good 
fervice: and is apt to putrify, and break, and run with loathfome and foule mat- 


. ter: fo doth Pride difable the foule from doing duty, and at laft breaks forth into 


odious deeds, abominable to God and Man. There are that by Excellency or 
Glory here underftand their glorious Temple, and other priviledges, wherein they 
fo much gloried. See Pfal..47. 5. But Mercer thinks it rather meant of the ten 
tribes then of the two, whofe crown of pride is elfewhere taxed Efay. 28. 1. Hof. 
7- 10. The pride of Ifracl teftifieth to his face, it breaketh out in his forehead, as a 
great mafter-pock, : i , i 

therefore will I deliver wp the city with all that ts therein] Web. with the fulneffe 
thereof : both perfons and things are all forfeited, and fhali be feized by the enemy; 
be the city of Samaria never fo rich a Cargazon, fo full a Magazine of Menand 
meanes, I well fou them up ( fo the word fignifieth ) after a frait fiege, into the ene- 
mies hand, who fhall makea fpoyle of chem. l 

Perfe o. And it foall come topaffe, if there remaine, ten men Gre: J that is many, 
as Zech. 8. 23. Leviz. 26. 26. becanfe ten is the utmoft of fingle number q. “de 
Though a confiderable company efcape the enemy, yet peftilence or fome other 
deftruction fhall put an end to them. s5 

they foall dye) See this fulfilled 2 King. 17. 5. In which common calamity what 
an happyseffe had they, that belonging to the election of grace could confidently 
fay as Hab. x 12. Artnot thou fiom everlafting, O Lord my God; mine holy One ? 
We foall wot dye ( or if we do, death .may kill us but cannot hurt us ) 9 Lord thou 
haft ordained them for judgeilent, and O mighty God thon haft establifoed them for 
correction. The wicked are killed With death Rev. 2. 23-undone by it; to them it is 
no other but a trap-dore to hell ; as to the Saints it is as the valley of xtchor, a doore 
of hope, the very day-break of eternal! brightneffé. ; 

Verfe 10. Anda mans. uncle foall take him up| Him, that is every one of the 
ten a fore-meationed, being now dead of the plague, fhall his uncle or deareft 
friend take up on his own fhoulders, for want ‘of the ordinary mercenary officers 
(called by the Latines Ve/pil/ones, Libitinaris, Pollinctores) their beft friends thal! 
be forced to bury or burn their dead corpfes, So Seneca in Ocdipo. : 


portat hunc eger parens 
Supremum ad ignem, mater huuc amens gerit, 
Properatque nt alinm regerat in eundem regu. 
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Field. Gerfon, 
Carltone 


Occidere poteft, 
non ledere. 


To bring ont the bones ont of the bouf] for búriall as 1 Sam. 31. ry. the fleth 


being firft burnt. Boriċs are 4 part of a mans body; and therefore to be commit- 
ted to the earth, or laid up in a fafe place as Jo/ephs were Exod, 13, 19. Iof. 24. 32. 
and with his, the reft of the Patriarks doubtleffe Act. 7. 16 This is. one .of the 
dues of the dead 1: In honour of God who made mans body with admirable art 
Pfal. 139. 5. and asit were by the book.verfe 14, 15, 16. 2. Next becaufe the 
dead body.was fometimea Temple of the Holy Ghoft, and an inftrument of many 
holy actions 1 Cor. 3. 16, 17.- and 2 Cor. 6.16. 3. becaufeit fhall be raifed one 
day and conformed to Chrifts glorious body the Standard Philip. 2.21. We know, 
faith the fame Apoftle, that when Chrift, onr life; foall appeare; We foall appeare 
with him in Slory: like asin the transfiguration, that body of AZofes which was hid 


_ inthevalley of Moab, appeared with Chriftin the hill of Tabor. - 


- and [ball {ay unto hins that ss by the fides of the honfe] To him that burneth the 
dead, asdfore, that affifteth a mans uncle to interr him.. The Jewes did not ufu- 


-ally burn but bury: yet fometines they did Jer, 34. and 1 Kings. 34. and at thig 
time they were forced by-the, raging peftilence to do it ( as Hierome here noteth } 


for the preventing of ftench and farther infection. ,” 
| E ee E 
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3 

SEE Tene ee Sune ee? 

Is there yet any with thee? |: fe. left alive: ‘or hath death madea clean. Jyaalls meet to chufe a Pope, they make a vew, whofoever is chofen, he fhall {wear $ 

dance? Or thus: Are there yet any more dead corpfes, which I may carry ries Nee = they A ‘And Sleydan celleth us, thatthe Pope is no foonet 4 

for the burial > : chofen, ‘but he breaks them all, and checks their infolencies, as if they went about 

; and he foallfay No:] Or, And he fhall fay An end, a totall confumption : they _ z0 limit his power, to whom all power- is given þoth in heaven and earth, both in i 
are all dead, and gone. A fad verdict, , fpirituals and temporals, And indeed, he is called the Beaff, in refpect of his civil 
Has, St „then fall he fay, Hold thy tonga) fe. beare it patiently, fret not, murmure not. oe and the fal/e-prophet in. refpect of his fpiritual: and che Starre,Worpswoad, 
"tis Gods doing Pjal. 39, 9. Hold thy peace at the prefence-of the Lord God Serale being himfelf in the gall of bitterneffe; and bond of perdition, he turneth 
Zeph. 1. 7. ` ; i all judgement into gall, and the fruit of righteoufneffe into wormwood.. Seg 
for we may not make mention of the Name of the Lord] This is vox defperantis the Chap, ape ey pa ASS ime: 

voice of defpaire and defpondenfy: and itisas if he had faid: itis bootleffe to > . Ferfe 13. Ye which rejojce ina thing of nought] In the creature, faith 2 Lapide, 
pray; for God is fet to plague us, and will not be pacified ; Surely there is no which isa meer Nothing : in your wealth and ftrength ( called bornes in the next 
hope: but we arc all Free amsong the dead, Like the fizine that Lie in the grave whom claufe) which are an uncertainty, an obfcurity, asthe Apoftle deemed them 1 Tins, 


6.17. and have no folid fubfiftence, faith Selomen, Prov. 23.5. through the foolifh “Admw7s. - 


God remembreth no more, Pfal. 88,5. neither helpeth it us to remember or mention k l 
world call them /ubftance, and goods: Indeed it is onely opinion that fets che price 


him any more. Men under fharp affliGions are apt to chink-that there is leftehem 


neither hope of better nor place of worfe,as the Church in the Lamentations. as when gold israifed from twenty fhillings to two and.twenty, the gold 
fenfeit otherwife : but to me this feemeth the likelieft. i A pgs : ithe Le i maion only raifethic. It 7 faid oF the people of the Palthe ; 
Verfe 11. For behold the Lord commandeth Calamities, and they come: the in the Ifle Zeiilon that having an apes. tooth got from them, which. wasa con{é- i : 
Chaldeans, and they are at hand with cheir battel-axes, but it is he that gives them ` crated thing by them, they offered an incredible 'maffe of treafure to recover it. Mera rong. oe 
their commiffion, and biddeth them Fal on, Such things of novght, are highly prized and purfued by the worlds šzdero by garactar. f 
aqno bullet and he will {mite the great houfe With breaches œc] i. e hewill deftroy rich and worthleffe perfons, fuch as Asthiocøas wasin all his ftate Dan. 11.21. atid Agrippa AQ.25.23. F 
bede Orc, poor together ; pale death will knock at both their houfes with an even foot asin in all his pomsp ( or as the Greek hath it, in all his phanrafy or vaine fhew ) and as l 4 
time of plague, earthquake or the like Epidemicall evill.. The grave is the Coxere- thefe voluptuaries in the text, who had their wineand their mufick, fatcalves,and l ooo 
gation honfe of all living lob. 30. 23. whéreinto men chop oft before they think: choyceft oyntments wherein they beld themfelves happy ver/e. 4. 5,6. but the Pro- . 3 e 
asa man that walks in the fnow may into a marle-pit. The mortali fcyth is matter of pher relleth them that in rejoysing in,chefe lpw.things, they. rejoyced:iu a thing of : 
the royall {cepter: and it mowes down the lillies of the crown, as well as the grafs nought: they fed altogether spon afbes, a deceived heart had turned them afide, ; 
of the field. Death is the onely king againft Whom there is no rifiag np, as Angur Jo that they could not deliver themfelves from thefe empty vanities, nor fay ( as wife : 
phrafeth the moft abfolute predominance Prev. 30. 31. it levelleth Lords and men would have done, ) Is there not a lie in my right hand. Efay 44.20. 
Lofels „and layes all waft : breaking down the greater houfes and cleaving Which fay, Have we not taken to us horns, | yet, no doubt: but fuch as God.by 
the leffer, with an utter extermination of all. Searc? you therefore, fearch you his Carpenters can foon cut off, Zech. 1, 20, 21, or without them, by his own 
O nation not defired ; beforethe decree come forth &c. Zeph.2. 1, 2. After-wit bare hand, P/a}. 75.11. But what an arrogant brag is here ? Have we not taken 2 
l here helps not : repentance, though true may come too late in refpect.of temporali and to xs? and orgs? and by osr own ftrength ? Hic Dens nihil fecit, Here Gog ) 
l judgements, as in Mofes Dent. 1. 37. and David 2 Sam. 12. 10. ; did nothing ; they were all the doers: fo {mall awinde blowesupa bubble, ; 
_ _ Verfe 12. Shallhorfes runne upon the rock? | Isit poftible they fhould do fo, and eas et CE Bile cid ae ube. suet eine | 
not firft break their hoofs, and then their necks? will the rider therefore venture Sic leve fic parvum cft, animun quad lands avarung 
l there? were it not matchleffe madneffe in him > , _ Subruit, aut reficit——- ra ooo n S : 
: - Will one plow there with oxen? ] Sure he will conceive it too bard a tug, and too It isa notable witty expreffion of Luther ; By mens boafting of what they have Luth. in Pit 
; vain a labour. Hierom rendreth it Babali, with wild-oxen: : which, not accufto- done, faith He, Has ego feci, hec ego feci, This and that Ihave done, they become 7,” i 
med to the yoke, are like to make but wilde work where-ever they are plowed nothing elfe bur feces, that isdvegs: if themfelyes were any thing, they would not 
with. Now as there is no good horfe-racing upon a roek, nor fit plowing there: thus rejoyce in a thing of nothing: they would not ¢rackin this fort. ii 
fo neither muft you ever hope to efcape unpunifhed , or to keep up your Common- Verfe 14. But behold, Iwill raife up againft youa nation, &¢..] which fhal! bea 
wealth unfhattered, fo long as ye deal thus prepofteroufly, perverily, and abfur diy, cooler to your courage, a rebater to your fwelth, a meanes to take you a link lower, 
Prov. 14, 14. That of Vargil is not much unlike: ? and to ftain the glory of your pride, I tell you not what a nation it is, that you 
y l a we may imagine the worft: but you will finde their quiver isan open fepulchre, they 
Eclog. 3, - Atque idem jungat vulpes, & mulgeat hircos, ee are all mighty men, and no lefle mercileffe, Jer. 5. 16,17 © eet oe 
pee ona d „and they foal af flitt you ( or crafh yout) from she. entering. inof Hamath yntothe 
| . . , Jor Je have turned judgement into gall, &e. J’ Or, into poyfon : the Chaldee ren: l  yiver of the wilderneffe | from one end of your Jand to the.other ; that as ye have 
| dreth it, into the bead of hurtfull ferpents., The word feemeth to fignifie the poyfon filled it fromcorner to corner with your uncleannefles Ezra, 9..11. fo there may - 
g of ferpents, which isin the head. See Hof. 10.4. with the Note. re paffe over it an overflowing fcourge to wath the foul face of it,as once the old world. 
| and the finit of righteon{neffe into. hemlock... Or, Wormwood, asif ye wertakin Hamath was before noted to be Axtiechia, which was one of the bounds of the land a 
Revel. 8. rx, tO that Starre in the Revelation that is ftiled WormYyood, that great Antichyift, who ‘ of Ifrael to che North-Eatt. . ioe Le 
| oer a would make the world beleeve, that he hath power de- injuftitia facere jaftstiam, the river of the Wilderneffe |] is elfe where called the river of Egypt, as fome will 
Ronane ex sihilo aliquid, ex virtnte vitium, that is, of injuftice to make juftice, of nothing’ ` haveit, See Nam. 34. 5, 8. Dent. 3. 17.1ofb, 13.3. and 15. 47-1 Chron. 3. 35. 
to make fomething, of vertue vice, to difpence with any of the ten Commande- where the wilderneffe was Joel. 1.2. I cannot but concurr with Kimchi, who by 
InExtrav,  MENts, to make new articles of the Creed, to difpofe of all kingdoms at his pleafare,: the river of the valleys here, underftandeth she dead fea, comparing this text with 
ii and what not? Pope Joha 23 faith, thathe may grant a difpenfation againft the 2 King. 14.25.& Dent. 3.17. It being commonin Scripture to call Jakes and great fihus: 
À iar ou, law of Nature and of Nations, againft St. Pasi, and St. Peter againftthe four rivers by the name of Seas, Lukes. t. with Num.°34. 116 The dead fea alfo is in 2 these 
Sage Gofpels,&c. The Councel of Cox/fence comes in with a Non-obftanre againit Chrifts. Humane Authours ealled the Zake A/phaltites the lake of Paleftina, of Sodom, &c. IEE 
cwn inftitution, with-holding the cup from the Sacrament: and the like for priefts Tr lieth to the South-wett : and is ¢lfewhere made the bound of the Promifed land,. 
marriages, prayers in a known tongue, finging of Pfalms, &c. When the Car- Nam. 34-3- ofa 15. 4 . eee site eS 
i dinalls i ; Z 3 CHAP. 


Ezech,2,10. 


Virg Georg. 1. 


Lib. $, capo7, 


An lie es _Cuary, | 


CHAD. VI. 
Verfe 1. PAHus hath the Lord God foewed unto me, ] fz. ina Propheticall vifion ; 
this being the firft ofthofe five that foliow, to the end of the Prophe- 
fie: all foretelling the evils that fhould befall this people, towhom Amos is again 
fent, as Ahijah was to Peroboams wife with heavie tidings, and as Ezekiel “was 
aftérwards to his rebellious countreymen, with a ros? written full of lamentations 
and mourning, and wor. > ? 
and behold he formed grafboppers, | Or, locafts, fore-runners of famine, Poel 
1.4. ( Seethe Note there ) or, (as fome will } of the Affyrians, whom the diving 
juftice made a fcorpion to Ifrael, as Ifrael had been a feourge to Judah. When the 
Ifraelites were in their flourifh, as the graffe or wheat is in the be inning of the 
{hooting up of the latter groweth, they had been firt mowed by Benhadad. king ‘of 
Syria but, growing up again under fereboam their king, they were devonted by 
Pxt and his Army, as by fo many greedy locufts. ~ 
In the beginning of the shooting np of the latter growth, ] For in thofe fat and 
fertile countreys they ufed $ > 


Luyxuriem fegerum tenerà depafcere in herba. 


Now if the latter growth were eaten up too, what elfe could follow but extreme 
amine > ` 

It was the latter growth after the kings mowings. J Or, foeep-foearings, as fome 
read it: but the former is better: and Diodate iee noteth, cele thotght that 
the kings did take the firft crop, in efm & fa jumentorum, to keep their warre 
horfes, and for other fervices: leaving the 


atter mowings for other cattle, -who 
were taught to fay, After your ALajeftie, is good manners. ° 


mendation of prayer, which might well befeem an experienced Chriftian ? He cal- 
leth it, Rerum divinarum ducem lucem, copulam, qua homines cum Deo Con] Hie 
guntur, the guide and light of divine duties: the band whereby men are united to 
God. Nay he proceedeth and faith, that prayer is clavis inftar, qua Dei penetra- 
lia apertuntur,inftead of a key, wherewith Gods cabinet is opened : and much more 
to the fame purpofe: All this the Prophet knew full well,and therefore fets to work 
in good earneft: and as whena cart isin a quagmire, if the horfes feel it coming, 
they’le pull the harder, till they have it out: fo He. g 

Then I faid, O Lord God forgive, 1 beftech thee, ] Sin, he knew, was their grea- 
teft enemy ; the mother of ail their mifery. Of that therefore hee prayes for par- 
don, and then hee knew all fhould be well: as when the fore is healed, the plaifter 
falleth off. Of Chrift itis faid, that He foall fave bis people from their finnes, Mat. 
1. 21. as the greateft of evils: and the Church iw Hofea chap. 14.2. cries, Take 
away all iniquity. Feri Domine, feri, faith Lather, nam à peccatis abfalutus fum. 
Smite me as much asthou pleafeft, now that thou haft forgiven my fins. 

By whom foall Jacob arife ? for he i fmall. J Here is much in few. It is ach, 
thy confederate: and he is down upon all four : and he is but Small, low and little, 
and (as fome render it) Ques flabit Facobo ? Behold, He whom thou lovett is fick, 
Teh. 11.3. They that are thine by covenant, are at a very great wuder: trodden on 
by the buls of Bafan, as a poor fhrub of the wilderneffe, fo the Pfalmifis word 
imports, Pfal. 102.17. Why Foosldet thor be as a man aflenied; ( that knowes not 

s 70% namane ' bebe 
. @ 


Cuar.7. the Prophecie of Amos. 
whether he kad beft help or not?) or asa mighty man that cannot fave? Yet thon, O 
Lord, art in the midft of us; and We are called by thy Name: leave 7 yot. Thus 
the Prophets indeed prayed for their unkind countreymen : fo did Paul, e4tthana- 
frs, Luther. Thave obtained of God, faid He, that never whileft Iive thall che 
Pope prevail againft my countrey: when I am gone, let thofe pray that can pray. 
And indeed, he was no fooner gone, but all Germany was on a flame: as when 
Auftins head was laid, Hippo was {oon farprized by the enemy; and when Parens’s, 
Heidelberg. 

Verfe 3. The Lord repented for this = it foall not be, faith the Lord. | Here was 
mutatiorei, nox Dei: fatti, non confilijz a change not. of Gods will, but of his 
work; therefore (by way of explication ) it followeth, it foal! not bee Saith the 
Lord. To {peak properly, there can be no repentance in God, 1 Sam. 1 §- 20. but 
this is fpoken after the manner of men ; and it notably fetteth forth the power of 
faithfull prayer,able after a fort,to alter Gods minde, and to transfufe a dead Palfie 
into the hands of Omnipotencie, Exod. 32. 16. where God is fain to be-fpeak his 
own freedom : and Mofes is reprefented as the great Chancelleur of heaven. ~ 

Verfe 4. And behold the Lord God, whole Afterisk, or ftarry Note this beheld 
is, faith Tarnovixe, ftirring up to attention. Another compareth it toan hand in 
the margent of a book, pointing to fome netable thing. Another tothe founding 
ofa trumpet before fome proclamation : or to the ringing of a bell before the fer- 
mon of fome famoug Preacher. 

the Lord God called to contend by fire, ] that is, by parching heat and drought; 
caufing dearth, as foe/ 1.19. For which porpofe, God called his Angels, thofe mi- 
niftring {pirits that execute his judgements upon the wicked (as they did once upon 
Sodom ) to contend for him (a metaphor from civil courts) to ‘plead: for him by 
fire, to deftroy the perverfe Ifraclites by fire and brimftone, as they had done So- 
dom and Gomorrah ( fo fome interpret it according to the letter ) or by the woe 
of warre, compared to fire, 2 King. 14. 26. Efa} 26. 11. as being a mifery 
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Jer. 14.9. 


Ail, & Men, 


Efay 66.16, 
Ezech, 33.2, 


which all words ( how wide foever:) want compaffe to expreffe; Or, by immo- 


dergge heat and drought, as afore: fo great, that it devowred the great deep, | 
as Mat fire of the Lord in E/iah’s time licked up the water that wasin the treach, 
1 King. 18.38. See Efay 51.10. f 
and did cat upa part.) Or, it devoured alfo the field: Not onely the waters, in 
and under the carth, that ferve to make it fruitfull, buta part of the earth it felf ; 
which was altogether above and againft the common courfe of nature. - Some render 
it, and did. eat up that part, or that field, fe. that mentioned verfe 1. the Kings 
field; thatas the King had chiefly offended, fohe fhould be principally punifhed. 
Other, interpret it by chap. 4.7. . One piece was rained upon, and the piece wheres 
on it rained not, withered. -o . bea 
Verfe §. Them faid T, O Lord God, ceafe I befeech thee. J See verfe a. and perfes 
vering in prayer for the publike, remember to plead; not merit but mifery, P/a/.79, 
8,9,and with all humility to acknowledge that itis of the Lords mercies that we arç 
not confumed : becaufe his compaffions fail not, Lam. 3.22. ` r : 
Verfe 6. The Lord repented for this, } As he is gracious, Exod. 22. 27. and 
quickly repenteth him of the evil, foel 2.13. Redive wos, non perire defiderat. I faid, 
I would fcatter them into corners, &c. Deut. 32» 26,27, Mercy could not beliold 


fuch ftrange wrath and cruelty, and not weep her felf even fiek, as it were. 


thes alfo foalt not be, faith the Lord. J So ready ig he to yeeld himfelf overcome 
by the fits of his fervants. . l 


Fleltitur iratus voce rogante Dens, 


r 


See verfe 3: . iP. oe 
.- Verfe 7. This he foewed me; and behold, ] Sea verfe 4, C 
The Lord ftaod upon a wall made by a plumbeline, &c. "| Herehe was fat, or f ooa 
firme, (asthe word fignifieth ) as not tọ be removed from his purpofe, by any in- 
treaties: he was fally refolved upon their ruine, andit fhould be done exa&iy, ad 
amuffia, by line and by rule, asit were,and with fo much juftice, and moft exqui- 
fite diligence, chat againtt it fhould lie no manner of exception. Jt is faid of the 
z : Areopagires 


Kimchi. 
Drufiy; 


Ghryfelog: 
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Phal, 103, 


Aug: 
Mat, 6. 30. 


Grand Sig: 
Serag, 


Lipfiure 


3 Serm, bef, 
K. Ed, 6, 


eAn Expofition on 


ra maaalala IlMllŘĂ—— 
Areopagites in Athens, that their fentence was fouptight, that noneconld ever fa 
he wasunjuftly condemned of them. How much more trucis this of the righteous 
judgement of God, who muft needes therefore be juftified and every mouth fop. 
‘ped? Mat. 23. 12» And -he was fpeechlefle, becaufe felf-condenssed Tite 3. a1, 
and had not what to requeft, : 

With a plamb-line in his band] To fhew thathe would accurately examine their 
a&ions, and punifh their pravities, (See Lam. 2. 8. and 2 King. 21. 13.) not 
{paring them as heretofore. A heavy fentence furely P/al. 130. 3. 

Verfe 8. Behold 1 will fet a plumb-line| I will call them toa tri account and 
Sher them no favour fer 16. 13. Twill now actually execute my juftice whichI . 
have hitherto fufpended ; and pay them home for the new and the old; bring. 
ing upon them an evill, an onely-evill, without mixture of mercy Ezech. 7. 5. 

I will not egaine pafs by them any more] A metaphor from men that paffe by 
fach things as they flightand count inconfiderable: winking at fmall faults as not 
worthy to bereckoned upon. Hence Mic. 7. 18, God is faid to pardominiquity 
and paffe by tranfgrefion: as elfewhere heis faid to bind them up ina bundle, to 
feale them up in á bag, to cak them behind his back, to remove them as far as the 
Eaft ts from the Weft, fo that he beholdeth no fin in Facob, nor perverfeneffe in 
Ifrael Num. 23-21. The Church, privy to her own infirmities, calleth her felf b/ack, 
Cant. 1. §. but Chrift calleth her fasre all ever chap. 4. 7- She faith, God hath 

unifht us lefle then our fins, Ezra 9. 13. He faich, She hath received double for 
her fins Ifa, 40. 1. Too much faith God ; too little, faith She. O beautifull con- 
tention? But thisisa priviledge properto the communion of Saints, with whom 
God will nor deale according to the rigour of his law (as he doth with the wicked) 
butaccording to his prerogative. 

Verfe 9. And the high-places of Ifaac foall be defolate | The Edomites alfo came 
of faac : but by a Synechdochethe Ifraelites only are here and ver. 16. to beun- 
derftood. Like as elfewhere Heber is put for the Iftaclites only Num. 24. 24. and 
dofeph, for Ephraim Rev. 7.8. Some think that the bigh places of Ifaac are here 
mentioned, to fhew that they were erected by the people in an apifh imigggion 
either of Beerfoeba where Ifaas worlhipped, or of mount Moriah where ea: 
fhould have been offered: And that Ifaac is here written with Sinand not sfadi 
to thew that God held himfelf not adored, but derided by thofe high-places 
of srrifion, ox thofe ridiculous.altars, which therefore he threateneth to defolate, 
and lay waft. rc 

andi will rife againft the konfe of Ferobvam with the fword) asa prelude to the 
utter extermination of all by the Aifyrians, See this fullfilled 2 King. 15. ro. and 
chap. 17. Jeroboam was very profperous and victorious : yet defigned to deftruti- 
on. Itis faidof wicked men, that fexed quadam felicitate temporaliter floreant, 
they flourifh to day as grafs, and to morrow are caft into the oven: and as the 
mettle whereofmen make glafs is neareft melting when it fhineth brighteft, fo1 
are graceleffe perfonsneareft deftru@tion, whenat greateft luftre. The Turks ob- 
ferving that few of their Vifers die in their beds, havethis proverbe among{t them, 
thatthe greateft man is but æ a fatne of glaffe. : 

Verfe 10. Then Amaziah the Prieft of Beth-el) Obferving that the prophet 
had foretold a defolation, and not prayed as before that it might beaverted: be- 
caufe he faw God was fully refolved, and their deftrudtion determined. 

- Amos hath confpired. againft thee in the land) Thus Eliah was the Troubler of 
Ifrael, Jeremy a teed{man of fedition, Chrif an enemy to Cefar, Luther a trumpet 
of rebellion, all Contra-remonftrants, antimagiftraticall. As Atbaliah cryed Trea- 


Cuar.7, 


fon, Treafon, when her felf was the greateft traytour : and as in Nero’s dayes Sedie 


tion was #nicum crimen corum qui crimine vacabunt, laid ordinarily to the charge 
of thofe that were moft free from it, fo was it here. Amos bath confpired Ole 
* whereas Amos might well have faidas Latimer did, As for fedition, for ought 
“that I know, methinks I fhould not need Chrift, if I might fo fay. Religion 


is an utter enemy to rebellion: and as thereare few confcionable Chriftians, ( Pro- ` 


phets efpecially ) that have not paffed under this calumniation : fo he cannot be 
rightly efteemed fuch an one, that deferveth it. But Amazia’s honour and in- 


comes were now at fake: ashe well perceived whenhe heard Awos fay, Go not 
t e mp 


"pricks. Such arguments prevaile much with all felf-feekers ; 


Cuar.s. the Priphecie of Amos. 


ap to. Bethe-el Ge. the high-places of Ifaac foall be deftroyed : and hence, his zelo 


E 
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againft. the Prophet, likeas Era/mus told the Electour “of Saxony, that the Pape . 


and his fhavelings were therefore fo fharp fet apainft Luther. becake ifici 
triplecrown ; and fought to bring down the baci fat pautiches; e Sr 
the land is not able to beare all his words) his burdenfome prophefies (See Maz, 

1. I. with the Nore ) much lIeffe can I endure them, or any faithfull fervant- of 
thine, true to his trut. Sucha lying accufation we read of Effh: 3. 8. made 'b 
haughty Hamaz againft the innocent Jewes, that they kept not the kings awe 
and that therefore it were good policy te weed them out, as not to be longer en- 
dared. So Francis King of France, defiring to excufe to the Proteftant-Princes of 
Germany his cruel! perfecution of the Lutheransin his Kingdome, wrot tothem 
that he looked upon them all as Azabaptifts, and as enemies to civil government : 
and therefore vied fuch feverity againtt them. | This gave occafion to Calvin to 
write his admirable Inftitutions, to vindicate our religion from that foule afperfion : 
The like divelith policy was afterwards nfed to blanch over that horrid French 
maffacre. For it was given out, that che Proteftants had confpired againit the 


Saultet. Ans 
nal. 434. 


King, the Queen-mother, the kings brethren, the king of Navarre, andthe Prin- 


ces ofthe blood, There was alfo coynedtamped in memory of the matter, in the 


forepart whereof with the kings pidure was this infcription, Virtus iz rebelles :. 


and cn the other fide, Pietas excitavit juffitiam: Piety hath firred ip } Ric 
Here wasa faire glove drawn upona fosie band: and Y his they: enna “Of the 
am wHo was firita ee and thena murtheter : as thofe that have a mind 
to kill another mans dog, make the world beleeve h tha ay 
do it with the better pretext, gare. ars piat tey may, 
Verfe 11. For thus Amos [aith, Jereboam fball die by the ford e1 i 
„Amos fay fo? he faid indeed that the houfe of lenkos oat be Gait Ok i 
{word ver, 9: and this Amaziah malicionfly transferreth to the petfon of Jeroboan, 
the more to enrage him againft the Prophet: whom therefore he nameth once and 
againe, to create him the more difpleafure, That Jeroboam dicd by the fword 
we read nor, but Se his toe Zechary was flaine, and his houfe deftroyed in thenext 
generation we find 2 King. 15. according to Amos his Prophecy. But 
this calumny, ay truth fhall be admingled® coy 3 a 
and Ifrael fuell furcly be led away captive] This indeed the Prophet h 
affirmed, ( though notin any of thofe three laft vifions ) and ea cae: 
but becaufe Amos faith fo, he muft-paffe for a traytour againft the maj efty both of 
the kingand of the people. What an impudent fycophant was this? The king and 
people are pretended: and what good fubje& can endureit? buat'thae which ir- 
ked him was, that his own authority was by this plain-dealing Prophet impaired, 
and his gaine like to be leffened, if the fuperftition of Bethel were this decried. It 


Cambd. Elis 
fab, 163. 


is faid of Phlugius and Sidonius ( authours of the Interim in Germany ) that among _ 


other points of Popery therein defended, they fpake much for Chrifwe and ex. 
treameunction, zt spf difcederent unétores, that thereby they might molt biha: 


ar € : ith a ff whofe. covetont- 
neffe and ambition ufually ride without reines, and: over whofe neck it mattereth - 
n a - ' 


ot. : 
Veefe 12. Alfo Amaziah faid unto Amos] After he had malicioufly mifinformed 


Melch, Adat" 


the king, but prevailed not; fo God would have it, in whofe heart. is the kings . | 


hand,& who rebuketh even kings for their fakes, fayitig, Doe my Prophe å 
2 wt = > ts h ° 
O thon Seer ]Fairc words ; the better to infinuate. y i á j E 


Melin ore, verba labtis: 
Fel in corde, frans in facts. 
° X 


Sometħink'he callerh the Proph PION EE E E 3 
i phet thus by way of jeare, gaaf fatidicum ant fanaa 
ane as a fortune-teller or diftracted. Others, that eae the A pee 
Ame was informe cists wed Reece oie ing a eee Wia whom 

nos ecredit : and therefore the king v ofa confpita i 
him in the middeft of the honfe of I> acl, one. ait sl eae | ae 
Flee-thee away into the land of Judah Age. fuge: asa friend wrote to Brentins, 
a when 


Juy 


ligam fecit, 
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Mercer. 
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vols. 


Buclec. 


So ioh, 1. 19. 
2h 


Melck, Adam, 


cAn Expofition on 


henhe was in danger to be furprized by the Emperours Agent, Fx e, fu 
Brenticit®, citins, citi fim’, lie for thy life, haft, hait, haft., So the Pharitees (eo 
no great love, be fure, but only to be fairely ridof him ) came and {aid to Chrift,” 
Get thee out and depart hence: for Herod wil kill thee Luk, 13.31. > 
into the Land of Judah | This he{peaketh fcornfully, q. d. we are not good chough 
for you? you are fo ftrid &c. . l 
and there eat bread, and prophefie there] Invidiose omnia © contemptim dicit; IF 
you ftay heare, you may hap to ftarve for it, Away therefore into your own: 
country : and there make theca living by “prophefying. He feemes to Meafure 
Amos by himfelf: as if he were of thofe that propheficd, for az handfull of bariy, 
and amorfell of bread, Exek, 13, 49. Mic. 3. II. and asa certaine Popifh Prie 
confeffed concerning himfelf and his (ymmifts, We preach the gofpell iad he, tan. 
tum xt nos pafcat © veffiat, only to pick a living out of it. 
Verfe 13, ‘But prophefie not any more at Bethel Take heed of thar: left, “by. 
diffufing too much light amongft us, thou marre our markets, and hinder the fale 
of our falfe wares. This was the naked truth of the bufineflc: though fomething 
clfe was pretended, and the kings intereft pleaded. ` ne 
for it wthe kings chappell, and the Rings conri) Touch thefe mountaines and they, 
will fmonke, Truth isa good miftreffe, but fuch of her fervants as follow her tooclofe 
at heeles, may bapto have their teeth ftruck oute «hab hateth Adicheiah sand 
Herod, Yoho Baptift,and the Pope Savanarola, for their plaine dealing, laying them 
fakt enough for it. Great ones love it dsa i Puse they muft heare picafing things: 
or, if told of their faults, it muft be done with ji/kew words, as She faid, T hey are 


ufually befet with their Aienes and Negenes as One hath it, that will fay as they fay : 


© mirifica eft [ympathia inter magnates & parafites, and there isa wonderiull fym- ` 


pathy betwixt kings and court-parafites, as was betwixt bab and the falfe pro. 
phers. Few Fefpafiane are to befound ( of whom as it was faid, that ‘he was the 
only One who was made the better man by being made Emperour, fo ) Quintilian 
commendeth him for this, that he was patientifSmus vers moft patient of truth, 
though never fo fharp. Jeroboam was none fach : or at leaft Amaziah che Prieft 
of Bethel would make. the Prophet fo beleeve, when he tells him itis the kings 
court, an ill ayre for truth to breath in. Nihi? veritate Lravins, nihil affentatins 
one [navis . ve, ° 
Perfe 14. Then anfwered Amos and [aid to Amaziah] With no leffe courage, I 
fuppofe, then Panl'and Barnabas nfed tothe ftubborne Jewes A&, 13. 46. or 
Bafil to Valent the Emperour, or Johannes Sarisbuvienfis to the Pope Anne 154. 
or Bifhop Ridly, when offering to preach before the Lady Mary, and receivinga 
repulfe, he. was brought by Sr. Thomas Wharton her fervant to the dining place 
and defired todrink. Which after he had done, he paufeda whille looking very 
fadly : and fodainely brake out into thefe words. Surely I have done amiffe : why 
fo? quoth theknight: for Ihave drunk, faid He, in that place where God$word . 
offered hath been refufed: whereas if I had remembred my duty, Thad departed 


immediately and fhaken off the daft of my fhooes; fora teftimony againft this - 


houfe.. Thefe words were by the faid Bifhop {poken with {uch a vehemency,. 
that fome of the hearers afterwards confeffed the haires to ftand upright on their’ 
cades, . 
_ Las no Prophet, neither was Ia Prophets fon] Neither born, nor bred a Prophet: 
neither have I rathly or ambitioufly put my felf upon this tremend employment : 
my call thereto was extraordinary. ‘The Prophets fcholars were called thesr fons 
2 King. 2. 33537, 15. Efa. 8. 18, Mar. 10, 24, 1 Cor, 4-14, 17. o, 
_ bat l was an beardman, anda gatherer of Sicomore fruit’) Of meane condition, 
and hardly bred; fo that I could live witha little, and needed not to turn Pro- 
phet ventris canfâ, for food fake. 
but pleafe Diony/ins, youneed not feed upon green herbs, he prefently replied, 
And if you can feed upon green herbes, you need not pleafe Dionyfius. Nature is 
content with alittle, grace with leffe. ‘It isnot fora fervant of God to bea flave to 
his palate : Luther made many a meale of a herring. - Hs 
Verfe x S» And the Lord took me, as I followed the fleck] As he took Elifba from 
the plow-taile, the Apoftles from cafting and mending their nets &c. Afins, hs. 
rifin s 


. Crary, 
e 


When one faid to the Philofopher, Ifyouwill, - 


ee 


not prowd, for the Lord hath pokes E7531 
that thou wonldft fubmit to Divine juftice , implore his mérty, and pucting thy Jer.1g.15,1 64 
& fabmittemus., ci fexcentn finobss effent eolla. Let the Lord fpèak, for his fervant Mek. Ad, 
and the evil that fhall befall thee,as fure.as che coat is of thy back,ot thie hejir in rh } 


wt wae to him that ftriveth with his maker: Ter the pòts Eley 45.9. 
Merd Brive with the perfoerds of the earth, ekinen meudle with their matches, and JEcclef.6.10, 


upon them. oh ga PORABE Op bl ge oy ag ae 
againft the honfe of Ifeac. J though. commandéd: fo fo do verje 9.. Toothletfe 


i: Palis. } 


God (faith Gregory) whiles fhunned,is executed : thè wildor of mad may wriggle tur impletur, 
but cannot efcape. hj 


Kimchi. 
Rev.2.20, 


Per vim flu- 
prabitur, 


Peremptores 
potius quam 


parentes, Bern. 


Virg. Echg. 


276 i An Expofition on | Cuar.8, f 


Thy wife foall be an harlot in the city, ] a common ftrumpet, for a punifhment 
of thy fpirituall harlotry; together with thy fedstcing my fervants to commis for. 
nication, and to eat things facvificed unto idols. ae 
Or, thy wife fall be anbarlot,) that is, the fhall be ravifhed by the enemy be. 
fore thy face ; foe? heodoret, Calvin, Mercer, &e. See Efay 13.16. Lam. 5-12, 
The Irifh rebels bound the husband co che bed-poft, whiles they abufed his wife be- 
fore his fac, 7: : es 

And thy fonnes and thy daughters feall fall by the Sword, | becaufe thou haft taz 
ken my fonnesand my daughters, and thefe haft thou facrificed unto devils to be 
devoured. ..Isthis of thy whoredoms a fmall matter, that thou haft flain my chil- 
dren, and brought them forth to the murtherer ? Ezek. 16.20, 21. that thouhat 
fent fo many fouls to hell, and nuzled up thine own fons and daughters in ignorance 
and fuperftition, being therein, rather a parricide thena parent? n 

Thy land foall be divided by line,’) thy purchafes fhall be parted among the ené 
mies : thine ill-gotten riches fhall be made a {poil to the fouldier. Jmipins hec gct 

and thon fhalt die ina polluted land, ) i.e. In Affyria, filled with the sncledy, 
neffe of the inhabitants, from corner to corner, as Canaan was, Ezra 9.11 .Le.26,38, 
Here thou fhalt die for thine abominable idolatries, to thy great regret. Seldom dy 
fuch efcape the vifible vengeance of God, as by virulent tongues, or violent hang\ 
perfecute histrue Prophets. Whether Ames for his boldneffe was firft {courged by 


Amaziah, and then wounded to death by his fon Vzziah (as fome will ) isur , 


certaine. i . 
and Ifrael foall farely, |] though thou, wouldft not beleeve it, verfe 11: 


2 


4 


3 een gate, 
~~ CHAP. -VNI 

Vere 1. T hath the Lord God fuewed nnto me,] wiz. in this fourth vifion 
whereby ( for better affurance, and to fhake them out of their defpe- 


- rate fecurity ) Ifraels utter ruine is again foretold, by a lively type, which is here, 


Hab, 2.2; 


Schindler. 
Pagnin. 


1. propounded ; 2.expounded, verfe 3,5. that he may run that readeth it,and none 
may fall, but with open eyes. me me 

And bebold a basket |) made up hapiy in the formof a dog, as the word Cals 
feemeth to import. i i r 
~ of Summer-fruits, "| Heb. of Summer ; that is, of that which the fummer affor- 
deth: toward the end of it efpecially, when finits ripen, and even fall into the 
hand of the gatherer. The'fummer it felf hath its denomination froma root that 


fignifieth zo awakes : becaufe then the fruits and flowers, that feemed to be afleep 


all winter-long, do awake, as it were, and fhew them{elves: 
Verfe 2. Amos, what feeft thou? ] This the Lord asketh, to ftir up attention 


`- and affection in the Prophet; whe might haply need:as much to be atroufed, as 


Reyv.14.20, 
% 39.35. 


YP YP it may burn the better, Nah. 1.10. B 
: J An elegancy in the Originali beyond Englith- 


Zachary in like cafedid, chap. 4.1. with whom it fared as with a drowfie’ perfon, 
. Who though awaked and fet.to work, isready to fleepatit. TA 
` and I faid, A basket of Summer-fruit, ] Apples, faith Jerome, figs, fay others: 


and why not as well grapes ripened in the Summer-fun-fhine ? Whereby-the Holy. 
Ghoft in the’ Revelation, defcribeth fich ‘as are reddy ‘ripe forgthe wine-preffe of 
Gods wrath ? Nahum compareth them to ftubble,laid Gtit in che Sun a-drying, chat: 


The end is come npon my people, 
ig: the Latine Interpreters have (fome of them ) affayed-the like, . but they fall 
färre fhort of it. The Old Teftament is full-of fath Agnominations :, and God 


feemeth delighted withthem. See Jer. 1.11,12. & 48.2. & 47.43;44. Lam.3.47- 

< Ames §.5.Mic.1.10,14.Zeph.2.4. Exod. 2.10. Gen.3-20+ 8 4.1, 25. & 5.29. & 17 
5+ & 21.5,6,&c. There is a pedantiqne ftile, and a majeftick: an effeminate clo- 
quence, and a manly. This latter is !awfull, arid may very well become the man of: 
God ; who yet muĝ not wit-wantonit'in weightieft matters ; but fhun thofe more. 


gay and lighter flafhes, and flourifhes, wherewith the emptieft Celles affect to = 
: ee aie : Mm 


Cuap.8. the Prophecie of Amos. 
moft fraught :.as they, who for want of wares in thtir fhops, fet up painted blocks 
to fill up vacant fhelves, as One well expreffech it. ` Ean R 
The end is come apon my people, |. Exitus & exitium. As the fammer isthe end 
of the yeer, and the time of ripening. fruits: {¢, now that this people are ripe for 
ruine, An end ss come, ts come, % come, it watcheth for them, -behold it is come, Ezek, 
7. 6,7. even the precife rime‘and terme of their finall overthrow. 


1 will not again paffe by them any more. ] See chap. 7.8. ‘God can paffe by, that 


is, pardon his people better then any other, Mic. 7-18. ( like as they that are born 
of God, and partake of the Divine nature, can bear wrongs beft of any: compell 
them to go.a mile, they’! be content, if it may. do’ good, to gotwo: yea as farre 
as the fooos of the preparation of the. Goel of peace will carry them.,) But asthe 


277 


Ephef.6, 


Saints of God may not be therefore injured (which was Julians jearing cruelty ) 


becaufe they are meek: fo muft not God be prefamed upon and provoked; becaufe 


heis mercifull. There is taercy with him, that he may be feared, faith the Pfalmift: . 


for abufed mercy turneth into fury : and opportunities of grace dre oft-fo head- 
Jong,. that if once paft, they are irrecoverable. Wo be to that people, or perfon; 
to whom God thall fay, I wid not again paffe by you any more. > ` 3 

Verfe 3. And the fongs of the temple foball be bowlings, | Heb. fall howle, fhall 
be turned into the b/ack-fantis, as they call it, ( cantus in plantium letitia in la- 
chrymas ) fachas Ihate, chap. 5. 23. and Heel it grating mine ears, as an harm: 
nia difcors, a oe toa, z i 

there foall bee many dead bodies in every place.] Either through peftilence; 
or fword. Others read it thus. Is-every place it fhail bee faid , Preijce, fi- 
de, Out with them’, Make no words: an eatneft: Apofiopefis (See chap. 6. 10. 
with the Note.) q: d. Patiently acqaiefce in the juft judgement of fo mighty a 
God. Or, throw thefe dead bodies into pits, and fay nothing : left we be fequeftred. 
as unclean by the law. Itis no fmall mifery to be under hard and heavy croffes, and. 
yetto be forced to diffemble and fuppreffe them 3, to bite in pain, and to difgeft 
grief, ashorfes do their choler, by biting oh the bridle. . Z was dumb with filence,: 
daith David, 1 held my'peace even from goed, that is; from: juf defence, bat my for- 
row was firred thereby ; my fore was exulcerate, renewed, (as the Greek there faith). 
and, increafed, P/al. 39. 2. Give forrow a vent, and it.will wear away. 

Verfe 4. Hear this, ye that [wallow up the needy, | that Soop them mp, as drink, 
(our word foop, feems to come of the Hebrew Shaaph) that would make but a 


breakfaft, nay but a bit of them: chat would fwalow them at once down their 


wide gullets, and do, for that purpofe, ‘pant: and even faint, as well-nigh witidleffe, 
after them, to devour them. Hence ‘they are called, A£an-eaters, Cannibals, P/a. 
14.4, See chap. 2. 7. with the Note. . ire wee A 
even to make the poor of the land to fail, | Heb. the. meek of the land... Poverty 
fhould meeken and tame mens {pirits : howbeit fome are humbled, but not bumble : 
fow, butnot lowly. Thofe that are both, are‘oft.oppreffed by:‘the-Great Ones of 
the earth: and even devoured, as the leffer fith: are-by rhe bigger. -Ye bave con- 


derned and killed the juf, faith St. Lames co the wicked rich men of his time, and he. 
doth not reff yor, chap. 536. He onely committeth his. caufe to him that judgeth,. ~- 


righteoufly, 1 Per. 2.23. and indeed he need dono more then 0: fot God isthe . 
poor-mans king, as James the fifth of Scotland was termed for his charity : yea, he 
is the werlds refuge, Avelen Penangh, as the great Turk vaiggtprioufly ftileth him- 
felf, and would have the world to take notice, that fuch pdor people as tament to - 
him, fhall be relieved by him, although his minifters. fail them, or abufe them, 
through their injuftice, to make the poor: of the land. fail. For the oppreffion of the 
poor, for the fighing of the needy, now will I arife, faith the Lord. I will fet him 
in fafety from him that puffeth at him, P/al. 12.5. Neither doth God fay it onely;: 


( though that were fufficient ) but fwear it too inthis chapter, yea in this text (the ` 


two next following verfes are put in as by a parenths/is) and thefe Cormorants are 


called upon to hear it, and not to paffe ic by with a deaf ear, tanguam monfira ma- 


risa, as fuch kind of creatures ufe todo. | ky a ae S, 
Ferfe $s Saying, when will the New-msoon be gone, &c. | O, what a wearineffe itis! 


» and ye have {nnffed atit, Adal. r. 13. Seethe Note there. This ye bave. faid, or. 


thought at leaft: and God knoweth the language of your hearts. He preffech upon 
Aa 


poo ads ii -ci g pia oe a el 
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great rates: which was directly againft the law Denr. 25. 13, 14. and that gol. 


no man ; neither will he accept of that fervice that is preffed, out of people, ag den Rule of right, the ftandard of equity, the royall law of liberty Mas. 7. 12, 
F verjuice outofacrab. All his faints are free-hearted P/at. 110. 3. all his fouldiers Whatfeever je would that men foonld do to you, do yeevenfoto them; for this i the 
4 Tee volunteeres: they welcome the fabbath, as that holy man did, who went forth to Law and the Prophets: thisis the fum of what they- kave faid, for duties of the 
y derium die- Meet and falute it with ens /ponfa mea, Come my fweet.fponfe, 1 have dearely {econdtable,. - OAY. l 4 ; 
4 rum. longed for thee. They alfo paffe it over -with fingular delight, E/ay. 58, 13, wal- aud falfifjing the balances by deceit] Heb. preverting the ballances of deceit, that 
4 king into Chrifts garden of fpirituall duties, whereof there is fo great variety for is ( by a metonymic as fok. 22. 6. ) making thofe that were right, deceitful. 
Cant, 2. the good foule to breath it felf in and notbe fated.: .and'then are taken‘into Chrifts See Prov, 20. 10, 23. withtheNotesthere. Such falfifiers are counted no bet- 
1Cor,2,  Wine-cellar, and ( after.an holy manner ) inebriated with divine confelations: fuch ter then Canaanites Hof. 12. 7. and hall have {mall joy of their curfed hoards of : 
f as the cock on the dunghil knowes.not, fuch astpafé.all carnall mens underftanding, ‘evill gotten goods. : $ 
They find no more rellifh in holy dayes and duties, then they- do in the white of an Verfe 6. That we may buy the posre for filver Gc. `] Thus the poore alwayes 
eggeor in adry chip: the work they do at- fuclf times, for fafhion-{ake or feare pay for it: the modeft and mild poore, efpecially as ver. 4. Hence Poore and afflin 
| oflaw &c, is dead work, as the Apoftle caltethiit :. they fit in the ftocks when they, éled are put for one and thefame Zeph. 3. 13. and to waar, andto be abafed Philip, 
H are at prayers, and come out of the @hurch-when the tedious fermon suns fomes 4.12. they that want fhall be fure to be abafed and abufed by the wretched rich, 
k - what beyond the houre, as prifoners do out of'a jayle &c.: they. cannot tell how to who will ever go over the hedge where it isloweft, and catch the poore by draw- 
: weare outthe fabbath, which therefore they wilh over, and conftantly: violate ing him into the nets Pfal. 10. 9. that is into their debts, bonds, and mortgages, and 
- either by corporall labour, -òr'elfe (which isas bad, or worfe ) by fpirituall idle- at length making fuch their bcndmen, by abufe of that permillion Lew. 25. 39. 
nefie. Fall ill would thefe menaddere de profano ad facrum, (asthe Jewesfay we Seechzp. 2.3. S SA : g 
Buxtorf. fhould do, ) pronouncing thofe' happy, that begin the fabbath with thofe of Tibe- Jea and fell the refufe of the wheat] Qni/quilias, the husks, more fitfor pigs or 
Synag. Jud. vias, and end it. with thofe of Zfepphore ( the former began it fooner then -others, poultrey ; hardly mans meate, and yet held good enough for the poore: al- deciduum pars | 
i the later continuedit longer. Full ill would they have liked our King Edgars law, though their flefs was as the flek of their brethren, and their children, as their chil- eanente,the : 
f: Atl. dy Mon that S#sday fhould be folemnized from Saturday nine of the clock till Myndi dren Neb. 5. 5. however they uled chem. How farr were thefe rich wretches s : 
Ho morning, Fullloth would thefe men be tobeg Davids office out of his hand, of from confidering-the poore as Davids bleffed man Ped. 41. 1. andas Dr. Laylour. - | 
1 rbeing a doore-keeper in Gods boufe : that is tobe firit in andlaftout. And what the Martyr did; whofe cuftome was once ina fortnight at leaft to go to poore mens AB, dy Mi | 
f would they doto keep an everlafting fabbath in heaven, that are fo troubled, and houfes, look into their cupbords, fee how they fared, and what they lacked: “7% © Mou 
| even tired out with fo fhort an attendance on the Lords-day : not without'a world that he might either make or procure them 4 fupply from fach as were berter 
i of wilfull diftra@tions, fuch as dpoyleand Sy-blow their performances, {o that they able? RES 
f; ftink in the noftrils of the Almighty. ee ae gene A ` Ferfe 7. The Lord hath fworn by the excellency of Jacob} i. e. by himfelf the 
pi and the fabbath] Not the fabpath of the feventh ycare (called Shémittah Re matter of Jacobs chicfboafting, there being no God ike unto thcir God (their 
L miffion Zevi. 23. ) as fome:would thave ic:meant: bue the weekly- fabbath, s enemies themfelyes being judges Dent. 32, 31. ) neither any nation fo greatasta 
F whichthe unrighteous Mammonifts -here cry. out of, as if on that day: the Sun have God fò nigh unto them as Irael had, in all things that they called upon him 
i x ı proceeded a flower pace then“or others and they greatly grutcht /wced/sm fuum for, Dent. 4.7. Sothacthis oath of God grates upon their Ingraticade for fach | 
if Dei cultui cedere that God fhould be ferved, to their Mfadvantage. Their fingers imparallel priviledges,and it is uttered in great wrath, as appeareth by the follow- 
4 therefore itch to be fetting. ant corn: and' they as dearely defireitas Deviddid ing angry Apofiepefis ( whereinthe Apodofis is not fet down but underftood.) 
H O rus, quande OPCE tO come and appeare before the Lord. As He had his, when foal I come, by Af Lever forget any of their workes ] forget to punifh them. Thefe oaths, cum 
i te afpiciam? Way of with P/al, 42: 3. fo they had cheir When fhall we fell corn ? when shall veticentiz are very dreadfull. Take heed left by ftubbornncffe we provoke God to Phal 95, 
i Horat, we fet forth wheat? Surely as Davids foule longed foreto go forth unto Ab/alos L{iveare in bis wrath that we fo all not enter into bis ref. . Take heed deft a promife of oe 
2 Sam, 13. 39. fothat he could-have found-inhis heart, but for ftark fhameé, to centring being left us, anda profer made" us, we fhould feem to come fhort of it, aii 
re È have gone himfelf and fetched him home: fo wasit with thefe gripple corn-ma- to come lag or late, a day after the faire, an hourc after the feat. Godis now more i 
i : fters, thele frumenti corrafores & ueluti corrofores Prov; 11. 26. They: hada good quick and peremptory then ever in rejecting men that neglect fo great falvation 
f Exod.20.8.8 mind to have been doing on the New-moones: and fabbaths;'bue that- they were Hes. 2. 3. thetime is fhorter, he will not wait fo long as he was wont to do. He Mar, 16. 16 
q Ee Wane flatly forbidden by the law, made on’ purpofe for thefe lawie ffe and difobedient, 1 that beleeveth and is baptized fhall be faved zÀ be that beleeveth not, fall bea dana Po 
g 10.32.% 13, Zim. 1. 9. thefe mafterlefs :monfters, thèfe yokelefs Belialifts, to beto them as ned. Surely God will fizi the work, and cut it fhort in. righteoufueffe: becanfè a Rom. 9. es 
p 15&c. Num. chaines and fhackles, to confine them (as Solomons command'did Shimes. that they fror: work will he make in the carth. The time is fhort, faith the Apoftle r Cor, ewvesarobiog 
; A 2 Sam. may not leape over the pale after: profit and pleafùre, or ‘if they do, they may dye 7-, 29. 4 metaphor ( fay fome ) from a piece of cloth rolled up, only alicele left at 
f e forit, ) Efay 66. 23. it is prophfecyed that,.in-the reftitution of the church from the cad. Letus therefore feare (as the fame Apoftle inferreth upon the confide, 
; one #eW-moento another, and from one fabbathto another (as oftas they come} with- ration of Gods oath Heb. 3. 18. with 4. 1.) and let our feare not weaken but 
i out tire-fomeneffe, all flefh fhall come to worthip before the Lord; they fhál! call waken our dilig nce in welledoing, left he {weare and repent not, lefthe cometa 
5 the fabbath a delight, the holy of the Lordy hononrable, Efa ys 58. 13. be rapt and a re(olution and decree ( Gods oath is nothing elfe but his inviolable and invariable 
4 ravifhed in fpirit Rev. 1. 10. bets the feareofthe Lord andis the c omfort of the decree ) to caft us off, as he did Saul, for his wilfull difobedience I Sam. 15, Sanl 
A Epift. 3. ad holy Ghoft.all the day long, Uveuparinds oulCariCery, LOASTH viue x aleovras. ds Tg natins lived long after his utter reje&ion, and men could ice no alteration in his outward 
: Menel- hathit.  Sabbatize fpiritually, rejoycing in divine meditations. This well prati- condition : ueGod had fworn, as here, never to forget any of his works. Now 
i fed would take men off from the worlds tafteleffé fooleries( as his’ mouth will not faith Samuel to him ( and it is fearefull ) the Eternity of Ifrael ( the Excellency of y Sam, F5.2f0 
2 water after homely provifions, “that hath lately tafted of delicate faftenance } It Jacot) will not lie, ner repent for be is not aman, that he fuould repent. Yo not 
; would alfo bleffedly free them from thofe niany foclith atid hurtta lalts i Lim 9. think trisa cafe that feldome comes: itis done every day upon fome orother, 
thofe heavy forrowes and felf-éreated 'miferics , “wherewith coveross’ caytiffes nae rece but woe be to that man upon whom it is dane: ta ia ie 
@ ‘Pierce them felves thorough, ‘gall and gore-their-own hearts ‘and trouble their much berter for him thathe had not been born, Mat. 26. 24. Oh confider this a l 
5 own honfes vere. 10. taking no more reft; then if ùpon a rack, or bed.of vials get God, lefthe fwear by his excellency, Sael will never forget any of 
i thosnes. ae ee oe eg ee a ma í 5 i 
i _ making the Ephah {reall and the fekel great} Selling by fmall meafures,’ but for 3 AS: Aaz Verfe R, 
7 great 5 . 


Sos remmn og piis Ae a R 
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l A PI nee eae se res 

Verfe 8. Shall not the land tremble for this ?] q. d. Sogrcat are the oppreffions 
here exercifed, that the very axletree ofthe earth is even ready to crack under them. 
Amazxiab, that hedge-prieft of Berkel, had- faid of our Prophet, that the land was 
not ableto beareall-his words, chap. 7. 10. but Amez more trucly alfirmeth, that 
the land crembied under their many and mighty fins, and could beare them nolon- 
ger: the carth-quake fell out about this time 4m. 1.1. and it wasa juft wonder, 
thatthe earth had not opened her wide mouth, and fwallowed them all up quick 
Calledthere- into hell as Numb. 16. 31, 32 andas itdida great part of the city of Antioch 
fore Aano. 527. for their horrible herefies and blaiphemies there held and broached by 


blind man cried luftily, Jefus though journying ftood ftill ) {tay him by your impor- 
tunities, as thofe two did at Emaus and fay, 


Velperajam venit ; nobifeum, Chrifte maneto, 
Extingui lucem nec patiare tuam.’ 


Verfe 10. And I wil turn your feafts into mourning | Whether your idolatroys 
feafts and temple-mufick whereby you vainely conceit to befecured from danger, 
faying, Ls not the Lord among ft us ? what evil can come unto us. Or your common 


Oowsals. ; : 
her bifhops. , 
and every one mourn’) i. c. finart, tillthey mourn. , Nationall fius bring national! ee sacar ea Le ee awa i n ar 

plagues. The Hebrewes hold that there is not a wore fin then Oppreifion : St. James carpo Eeh VAE SEREN Y All {hall her ig a monine Falk ee ter; 

faith, thatitcryes to heaven, and entreth into the cares of the Lord of fabbath Jam: ps ; 3 cer Jam 5- 5+ i i £> rng, 
4. who wiil not fale to heare, for he is gracions Exo, 22. i PEPA : F ? | 
Tha foallrife np wholy asa jlood] ie. The land fhall rife up, fhall fem to do and I wil kring “pfa neh clr ee fo ab loynes) erage tier ate grief, as 
: fo, when itis floated and over-covered with water: asthe fluggards field is faid tie atan t tie tal ae is fti l or A dence a th H b SOSW were ie 
to rife up or afcend with thornesy that is to be overgrown therewith. Here thenis eal thereit ‘ith eee aN RED TENS! e Hebrew 1s emorEg 
ii threatenedan overflowing courge, an univerfall deftraction covering the face ` 3 r i i BA 
| otthe countrey as Nilus doth a great part ofthe Tend of Egypt every „yare, lea- and baldneff e nponevery bead) you fhail pull off your haire for gricf; Or, becanfe | 
ving much mudochind it: whercof fee Péinyand other Authours. Mercer thinks they had I carned of the Heatiens aed a d ool Bee hae 
| ‘the words would be belt read by interrogation, as the former, thus, aad foallit ne ihe ae pee re g 18. Jer. 48. a ti ana a a 2s vo ct 
| rife up wholy as a floxd ? q. À; fhal it noe be turned into a large lake, as once Sodom sles ‘a P Ef m O, Lev. 19, 27. and 21,9. w ew tne tors 
j and her fifters were for Ike cruelties to the poore ? Ezech. 16. bs a n Lja. 22. 2 S Iy fas) which bi Boe 
{ Verfe 9. And it fall come to paffe in that day xc. || Here the Lord threateneth z as will ed E t o i ning of dE g is piper er very sie Jo. T 
jo (faith M:. Diddare ) to encumber the land with horrible and mournfull calami- ech. 12. 10. Thelofie ofa loving yokcte. fe grievous then that ofa 
| : . fon: burto father and mother together nothing more bitter then lutlnofa fecundi- 
i ties, when it. fhallbe leaft thought of. Earthquakes, inundations, fuddaine and. a ( Lata’s cafein Hicrome )t om many children, and efpecially to bury all 
| Live. drcadfull darknefles are fare effects and fignes of Gods heavy difpleafure againft A One. ay CGA Aare ary y eIpeoa"y uey 


mens fins Pad, 18.8, 12. Mat, 24. Ltk, 21. Joch 2. 10. a8 Another noteth. Seca 
like text, Jer. 15.8, 9. and promife contrary to this threat Job. 18,5, 6. 

1 will casfe the [xn to go down at noon) A fuddain change, as was at Sodom : the 
Sun was faire rifen upon it that very day that it was deftroyed in, Gea. 19. 23, 24s 
as at Babylon, when farprized by Cyvus, they could not at firk beleeve their own 
calamity : as it was with Jerufzlem often, and thall be with Rome Rev.18. 7,8. 
She faith in ker heart, J foall fee no forrow, Therefore foall her plagues come inane . 
day, death and mourning and famine Ge to confute their fond conccit of an cternall 
i i Empire. For when they fhall fay Peace and faf:ty, then fhall fudden dcftrnction 
come upon them, as travaile upon a woman with chiid, and they fhall not efcape, 

1 Thef) 5. 3. Philofophers fay, that-before afnow, the weather will be warmifh:) 

when the wind lies, the great raine falles: and che ayreis moft quiet when fad- 

dainly there will be an earthquake. Pharaoh had all faire weather made before 

him, tillthe inftant that he was drowned in the fea. Nebuchadnezzar, Hered, 

and other tyrants were {mitten in the height of their pride, and ruffe of their iollity. 

Jerufalem had three yeares great plenty before her laft deftruction, of which fome 

interpret this Text, Thofe feven once flourifhing Churches of Afia, how glori- 

ous and refplendent were they till they had finned away their light? The fame 

might be faid of many others: and who knowes how {con it may be faid alfo'of 

us? who knowes whether we be not even now, upon the very Tropikes and ture 

ning-points of time ? Surely Gods patience towards us quò diuturnior cù minacior, 

the longér it laeth the more evill is toward us, if we abufe it. Ifinaland of 

light we love darkneffe better thenlight, we may foon have enough of it. ` Siem 

Invit Agricol. in Britannia non occidere nec refurgere retulit Tacitus. Tacitus telleth usthatat 
fome time of the yeare, the Sun feemeth neither to rife nor fall in this country + 

but fo lightly to pafs from us in the night, that you can fearce difcern' day from 

r night. Of£ngland for this many yeares it may bẹ faid, as Solinus doth of the 
Polyhifiors Rhodes, that itis femper in Sole fita ever in the Sun. How long it fhall be fo, He 
"alone knowes that knowes all. Walk whiles ye have the light: and pray that ` 
God would difeloud thefe gloomy dayes with the beames of his mercy, and not 
caufe our Sun to go down at noon, nox our land to be darkened in the clear days 


i Oh ftop this Sun of rightcoufneffe pofting (as it may feem ) from us ( arta 
| r in 


and theend thereof asa bitter day] T hereof, that is, ‘either of that Zand, or of 
that Jamentation, there {hall be bitterneffe in the end. So the Poet 


SE oe Iis =e 


Nanc © amara dies, & nottis amarior umbra eft ; 


Omnia jam erifti tempora felle madent. Tibul. lib: 2, 


How could it be otherwife then extream bitter with this people, when heaven and 

earth confpired to punith them? neither had they thegood word of God ( called 

the word of bis patience, written on purpofe that we through patience and com- Rev. 3, 10: 

fortof the {criptures might have hope Rom. x5. 4. that out of thole breafts of 

confolation we might fack and be fatisfied, E/a. 66. 11. ) to fuccour them and keep 

from fwooning Pfa/. 119. 92. And this was the greatelt-plaguc of all the reft:and is 

therefore referved to the lait place, deterrima tanquam colophon, 23a moft fad 

cataftropbe. fa eae. <8 

Verfe 11. Behold the dayes comey Behold it ; for it isa juft wonder: the Lord 3 

createtha new thing in theearth, when I/raet fhould want the word; J/rae/to 

whom were committed the oracles of God, Ifrae/ to whom God had fpoken by 

the mouth of his holy Prophets, which had been fince the world began, inafweet Luc. r. 7ce 

facceffion: See my True treafure pag. 3- 4. He made known his wayes to hop eee 
al. 103. 75 


TL BETTIE 


his acts and monuments to the children of Ifracl. Yer even thefe who had the 
cornucopia of Gods word fhall now fuffer a famine ofit: they shall haye caufe t 
cry Out, We fee not our fignes, there is no more any Prophet, neither is there among ft en 
ns any that kuowerh how long, Pfal. 74. 9- the word of God fhall be pretéows, and Ei 
they fhall be hard put to't to come by it ; Amaziah and his complices fhall not $ 
need to pack away the Prophets, aschap. 7. 12- and to bid them go preach elfe- 
where: for God will, fora fingular plague to an unworthy people, withdraw 
them: the law fhallbe no more, the Prophets alfo {hall find no vifion from the 
Lord Lam. 2. 9. : 

that I Will fend a famine in the land) Heb. 1 will let it ont (fc. out of my treafury 4 
of plagues where 1 have it ready, and defirous to bea broad ) and turn åt loofe, LATIAS | 
which before I keptup, as a wild beaft, thar it might not hurt nor deftroy inall Septhag. 
mine holy mountaine : now it fhall our amongft you, and the devill with it, Rev. 
12,12. with hell at the heeles of it. Aa 3 not 


the Prophecie of Amos. 
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m e eT | TT I + 7 ; . . . 
—, , brend though that’ : Lam. 1.1 . ry quickly, very quickly, very quickly, even in our dayes, now, this day before the 
ao and famine ‘de 6. ‘and ule peon fo many hard ftraits and ane *. 12, next, SC. Ah poor creatures ! they would not, when time was, know in that their 
(as were eafie to inftance) even to the eating of one another. remities day the things which belonged to their peace; therefore to this day they are hid 
nor a thirft for Water] a torment more intolerable then the former. Z: from their eyes, and wrath iscome upon them to theutmoft. Alterius perditio tua Lk19.49; 
tofave his life parted with his kingdom for a draught of water, ` Hfmachu fit cantio, Ler their harmes be our warning, not tò ftand out the day of grace, not 
But of hearing the word of the Lord,] which is pabulum anime the fouls to furfeic of the word, left we fuffer a famine of its notto retain the {nuftes of our } 
food, fuch as fhe cannot live without: but when God feeth his oracles vil; proper finnes, left they dim our candleftick : a removal whereof, except we repent, may } ¢/ 
and lying under the table, “tis juft with him to call to the enemy totake away be as certainly forefecn and foretold, as if vifions and letters were fent us from hea- 3 
` was fo with thofe feven churches of Afia among many others as alfo wi ch th i ven, as once fo E phefxs telling them fo, Rev.2.3. And indeed it hath been the opi- 
E Africa th ft Continent (thy; large os E ners 5 asg 1th thofe nion, and is ftill the fear of fome not unconfiderable Divines, that Antichrift, before 
' o5 4 r jon intirely pote fle d by Chaitin ; fon tthe ope) on ali which there is nor his abolition, fhall once again overflow the whole face of the Weft, and fuppreffe 3 
for the large region of Nubia, which had from che Ap eee time (as sh hous as the whole proteftant Churches. Now if ever his come to paffe, £ as juftly we may 
- “hritti ith. i i ear it wi hat e thank but our deteftable Iukewarmnefle and loathi F 
p ofeffed rhe Chriftian pith, ir hath E n in hundred yers fince forfaken the heavenly Manna, our not receiving the love of the truth, that we might be G- 
Rat by th ft miferable oc K A iol i, and partiy Idolatry ; and ved ? for which canfe if God fhall fend us ftrong delufions, even the efficacy of er- 2 Thef. 
3 2 that by the moft miterable occafion that might be, viz. famine of the word of ved = i . 2 210, 1c. 
God, for lack of Minifters. For, as Alvarez hath recorded, at his being at the rour, that we fhould believe a lie, that being infatuated we fhould be feduced, 
Hif Eahicp. ) Sing of Habaffia’scouit, there were Ambaffadours out of Nubia, to intreat him for and being feduced be damned, as Anfin gloffeth that text, whom can we blame 
Cup 376 afupply of meets p inftruđ their nadon, and to repair C hriftianity, gone to oe 13. Iz that day foal the fair virgins and youns mex faint for thirft When 
ruine amongit them ; but they were reje@ed. , 3- ? É sn , 2 
Verfe E And they balmande from feato fea,} Trouble themfelves to no u God depriveth a people of his Ordinances, and fo withdraweth his gracious pre- 
ofe, take pains (as E/an did for venifon, but! ft his lab i no pur- fence from them, what wonder though temporal judgements come rufhing in as by 
tjuarters to Feck the word of the Lord. ” BENS tabour) run toall coafts and afluce? Perfecute and take him, (faid Davids enemies) for God hath forfaken 
l di ifed i : : - . g him, and there is none to deliver him, P/a/. 71.141. The Philiftins are upon me. 
re jee the coud Coed ogee defpifed it when it wasin their p pwer > they faith Sané, for God hath forfaken me. Behold, Lam caft ost from thy prefence, faid 
idl ithered them, but th id Tera IES Zuk: 7. 30. He Cain (thart is, from my fathers houfe where thine ordinances are adminiftred) and ; 
ged them, but they would, ot ke y ed E ope gathered ; he would ! fon pure therefore every one that findeth me foal! flay me, Gen. 4. 14. In that day of the want á 
S ble by their own ele&ion : ne Sac) was. who + ahted ‘Same, Jwhileshense a of the word, in the day of fpiritual famine and thirft, behold alind ex alio malam, 
live aes would have been full glad of his countel when he was dead. He that eit perfumes, when choy pon cold aed coat fritet; as flies fettle upon the fwect- 
would not once worfhip God in amuel, worfhips at length Suwssye/ in Satan ; and . re r pe ; v Yol 
no marvel, Satan y wasnow become his refuge, and preacheth his funeral: his Urim si, beant fair ic Aeae and ll men favour for their Sterne Bak adv oin 
d ‘ Ked : iti 5 , ? ? ~ . 
now M4 d ah enthe hild lee, he al f il e we condition, Bue what fhould a ons: but Godis no refpecter of perfons, and beauty abufed is like a fair houfe with 
out hist ach. Samaria fele ahi aean Meas? fnatch it from him, and lay an ill inhabitant, faid Diogenes : like a jewel of gold ina fwines fnout. faid Solomon, 
it out of his reac h. Samaria felt this worfer famine, when carried captive efpecial- Prove 11.22. Some are Helena's without, but Hecuba's within. p ainted fepulchres, 
` y: fo did ferufa an ; oe Sr da fachi, w hofe prop hecy the J a fitly call Chathimath Egyptian temples ; like Aurelia Oreftilla, ofwhom Salnft faith, that fhe had nothing 
~ del ‘ fi 8 P. ime. AL, É z OF me Becho from heaven they had in her praife-worthy but herbeaury: Fair fhe was and foolifh, not XA © oogh , Bean- 
now ane then a ter thistime, Mar. 2, 17, Joh. 12.28 they had alfo the writings ful and wife, asit is reported of Afpafia Cyrus his concubine. Now thele fair Abens: 
of Mofes and the Prophets-interpreted-after a fort by the Scribes and Pharifces, tiful and wife, eP P 4 : 5 


whom (whiles they fat clofe in AZofes chair, and kept ic’ warm ) men were bound to 
to hear, Mat. 23.2, 3. which becaufe Dives did not, he fuffer 
in hell for ever, Luk, 16. 24. And had he been granted the | 
gain upon earth but one more fermon, how farre would not he 
1t ? and how, as for life, would he have liftned to it > But thisc 
for out of hell there is no redem ption, P/a. 49.8, 9, 
once comes, men can work no more. Night isa time not of dos 
ceiving wages ; up therefore and be doing, whiles it is yet day, Joh. 1 2, 
ye the Lord while he may be found, E/ay 55. 6. feekhim feafonably 
rioufly: Then fhall ye feek me and find 3 


Meffias? quem tantis wlulatibis expofcant, throwi 
him, and praying for the rebuilding of their Te 


maids, together with the choice young men, beft able tocndure thirfta long feafon, 

foall faint for thirft, ]Heb. hall be over-covered with grief, fhall be troubled and 
perplexed, fhall faint and fwoon, fhall find by experience that all fleth is graffe, and 
the glory thereof as the flower of the field, that even the youths fhall faint and be 
weary, and the young men fhall utterly fall, But they that Wait upon the Lord foall 
reneW their firength, they [ball mount up with wings as Eagles, they foall run and not 
be weary, and they foall walkand not faint. Efa.40.30,312. 

Verfe 14. They that [wear by the fin of Samaria ji.e. by thecalfe fet up at Be- 
thel, not farre from Samaria. This calfe is Called the fin or guilt of Samaria to thew 
the abomination of it; for which caufe alfo Pax? calsit finful fin, Rom. 7. 13. as 
not finding for it a worfe Epithite: and Antichrift for like caufe he calleth That 
man of fin, a Theff. 2, 3. to note him ALerum feolus, faith Beza, meerly made up 
of fin. Now to /wear by this of Samaria, was to deifie it : to fwear by any thing 
befides the true God, is to forfake him, fer. 5. 7. whichis an hateful wickedneffe, 

€r.2.12,13. as in Papifts who familiarly fwear by their Hee-S aintsyand She- Saints; 
and fo facrilegioufly transferre upon the creature that which pertaineth to God 
alone. 

and fay, Thy god, O Dan, liveth, ]}God onely liveth, to fi peak properly, 1 Tim. 6. 
17. but to fay that Dan's Dennculus lived, (being no better then a dumb and dead 


ad for the g 0. mple thus, Templum tuum brevi : . . . > ide of their Spec.Enrsp, 
Spaeth d valde cito, valde cito in diebus zoftris citiffime, nunc edificu templum tanm brevi Gc. Monae gt by re jife of it, (as the Spania rds do now in the pri of Abigail PERN 
cap.i3. Merciful God, great God, bountiful God, beautiful God, fiveet God, mighty God, , cir king ) this is horrible impiety. 


thou God of the Jewes, now build thy Temple, do it fhortly, fuddenty, quickly, ve- 
ry 


to David, 1 Sam. 25.26, Now therefore my Lord, asthe Lord liveth, and ay 
: - foul 


Turk, hift. 
345. 


Efa. 10, 
33:34. 
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foul liveth, the former was an ae T was net an oath, but anaffeveration 
: tati njoyned with an oath. B S 
< T Z eles liveth] thacis, the formes and rites of worthipping 
in Beerfoeba (another neft of idolatry, Chap. 5. 5. and Hof. Ja i 3.) as Chal- 
dee paraphrafeth it. Dyrandms hath written the Romifh Ritual, the way o swori 
ufed in that Synagogue of Satar: Mercer rendreth it, P: iver pa eerfeba, 
the way or paffage of Beerfeba liveth. Beerfeba had an idol, and was t x way to 
Dan and Bethel: hence this fuperftitious oath drawn out to the full lengt > By the 
Ay of Samaria, by the god of Dan, and by the manner of Beerfoeba : like - the great 
Turk Mahomet promifing his fouldiers the {poyle of Conftantinople Fi t aa dayes 
together, if they could win it, for confirmation of his oath folemnly 2 7 ii 
DET od, and by the four hundred Prophets, by Mahomet, by his fat ier ooh, 
by his own children, and by eg pO Sree he es girt, faithfully to perform 
had to them in his proclamation promifed. f 
EA A never He sp again | Fall, fatally, ferally, irrecoverably, as 
old Eli did when his neck was broken, but firft his heart. The ten tribes for their i- 
dolatry and contempt of the word never returned out of captivity.From the famine 
foretold what could follow but irreparable ruine, though for a time they might 
flourifh, See Prov. 29. 1. with the note. Of that {piritual famine let us be moft im- 
patient "and fay as Luther did, I would not live in Paradife without the word : but 
with it I could make a fhift to live in hell it felf. 


Cuar.g, 


CHAP. IX. 


> Ie Lord} This Seer, Chap. 7.12. faw the Lord in avifion ; for o- 
ite | Fela Godis too fubtile for finew or fight to feize upon him. We au 
not look upon the body of the Sun, neither can we fee at all without the beams o 
it : fo here es 
: i upon the Altar] Or, firmly fet ft: todo execution upon He AA 5 
that idolatrous Altar at Bethke? fore-mentioned, and formerly threatned by ae T 
Prophet, x Kin. 13.1.2. The Rabbines fay, God was feen anp upon mae 
tar, as ready to facrifice and flay the men of that age, whofe ido : a Ha 
impicties he could no longer bear with. And hence it is haply, aa he is oe a 
ftanding ; like as A&. 7. 55. Jefus at Stevens death was feen fian g a therig 
band of God, where he is ufually faid to fic. Stat ut vindex, fedet ut jude. vo 

And he faid] fc: to the Angel that ftood by, Zeck, 3. 7-0F to thie eag a 
fionated by him, or to fome other creature, for they arc all his fervants, P/al. 119. 
91. neither can he want a weapon to tame his rebels with. 


[mite the lintel of the door, that the pofts may foake} Smite with a courage, as 


Zzeck. 9. Angels give no light blowes. Behold, the Lord, the Lord of Hofts fhall lop 
whe a ie lanes aes the bigh ones of fature fall be bewen oe ne 
haughty foall be humbled: And he fhal cut down the thickeft of the forrefts wit k bi 
and Lebanon foal fal by a Adighty one: thatis, by an Angel fhail he m eas 
ground that mighty army which was like a thick wood, fee Efai. 37.36. CTAA 
and89. 6. Soat our Saviours Refurrection, an Angel, in defpite of the i aD 
fet to watch, rolled away the grave-ftone, and fat upon it. Andasa mig y ; B 
when he fitteth down, fhaketh the bench under him, fo did He fhake the cart k 
for fear of him the Keepers did fhake, and became as dead men, apenas 4t 
Down with this Idol-Temple, down with it, faith God here, even to ; he ee 

and cut them in the head, al of them | cleave them down the middle, fo t ve te 
poft may be fure to fall, being divided from the top tothe bottom: an ren 
act be afigne to them all of what Iintend todo to their perfons ; s many ae 
as by thisgate have entred into this Idol-Temple and Altar. A deep cu 
head is dangerous and deadly, Gen. 3. 15. P/al. 68. 22, 


and 1 wil flay the laft of them’) I, by mine agents and inftruments, as afore: for . 


toe i 1 i h. Job could 
it is but one hand and many executioners, that God flayes men wit aah 
difcern Gods arrowes in Satans hand, and Gods hand on the armes S A H 
robbers, The fword is bathed in heaven, before it is embrewed in mee a4 
34-$+ The Lord killeth and maketh alive, faith holy Hannah, t Sam.2.6, a 


Cuar.g. . | 


ftruction are before the 


ftruction hath no covering, fob 25. 6. 
pull men out of their lurking-holes ; as he did Adam out of ch 
from among the thornes, Fosah from the fides 
in Rich. the thirds time, &c. Be fure, { 
Num. 32.23. and Gods hand will hale 


Though they climb np 


places : asthe Babel-builders, the Benjamites that fled to th 
there abode four moneths, Fede. 20 47. the gibing 
fident cf their ftrong-hold of Zion, thatch 
5-8. the proud Priuce of Tyre, and others, 

thence wii I bring them down 
confidence which God loves to 


.. the Prophecie of Amos. 
He that fleeth of them [pall not 
fay, Behold the feverity of God. _ 


Verfe 2. Though they dig into hell, &c. 
from the wrath of God, and rage of the cre 


flee away. ] See chap. 2.14. with the Note, and 


] No ftarting 
ature, feta wo 


Lord, Prov, 15. 11. yca hell is naked before him, 


of the fhip, 


a 


Rom.11,12, 


-hole fhall fecure them 
rk by him. Hell and de- 


and de- 


He hath a fharp eye, and a long hand, to 
e thicket , Manaffch 
; the Duke of Buckingham 
aith Mofes, your finne will finde you ont, 
you to punifhment. 


2Chro.33.14 


Speed. 


to heaven, | That is, ( by an hyperbole) to high and ftrong 


chaduexzars, Xerxes, Haman, Sejanus, Bajaxe 


( as he though ) fuperior to for 


overthrown into the bo 


J -From their lofticft 


tune, yetin an inftant, 
ttome.of mifery and defpaire 
his great ftrength. The fameend awaits the Pope 
culm:że Roma,that Jupiter Capitolinus thall 
eth the wicked down to the ground Pfal.147. 6, 

Verfe 3, And though they hide themfelves in the to 
inter fpeled ferarum, Lawful enough it is in fome 
and Elis, and Chrift, and Paul, 2 Cor. 11. 32 
Saints. Zertwkian was too rigid in condemni 


be one 


febufites, that were 


e Rock Rimmon, and 


fo con- 


ey flouted David and his forces, 2 Sarr. 


tops of Pride and creature- 
confute and defeat: as I might inftance in Nebu- 


t, that terrourof the world, and 


with his ftate, in one battle Tink. biase 
: and that in the middeft of 74: bift.287. 
and his hierarchy-rxet alto à 
day unrocfted by him, who caft- 


ng all kind of hiding in evill times. Lib. de fuga 


who fearcheth Jerufalem with lights, and to whom the on perfecution, 


muta refpendent , filentinm confitetur, ‘this is bafe, and bootleffe, Carmel fhall 


thence Wil! 3 command the Serpent. For there 


there are alfo creeping things innumerable 


ultice. 


is that crooked ferpent Leviathan, 


Verfe 4 dud though phey coe into captivity, 8c.) And fo may hope the worft is 
over, ( Surely the bitternelfe of death is paft ) yecit fhall prove otherwife : The 


Giving up the g hoff, faith Job, and that’s but cold com 
Or, as the fpiders web, {pun out of her own 


> 


enemies, by a voluntary yeeldance, in hope of quarter for their lives. The 


x m the Prophet Jeremy, chap. 21.9. That if they we 
and fell to the Chaldeans that befieged them,they 


indeed had a promife fro 
but ‘the ten tribes had no 


fore Lo-rahimah, Hof1. 


the Ark and the Merey- 


fort: y Sam. 3.32, 


bowels ; and, when the beefome comes, 


Jewes 
nt out 


fhould have their lives for a prey, 
fuch promife made them : They were ftrangers from the 
Covenants, Epbe/.2.12.and therefore could look for no.mercy. Loammi, and 


thence 
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fy sc eee 
thence will I command the {word ] Sec Efay 13-15) 16. Jer. 9. 10. and 43,11. 
Ezek. 14 17° : 3 PREE 
Kinphaticnte- andi wall fet mine eyes upon them, | Heb. eye, viz. the eye of my providence, 
ron eft quam fi that ocnlis srretortus, whereby 1 will /ook, them to death, and take courfe that nos 


dixiifer Ocubs thing {hall go well with them: fee a little below, verf. 8. Jer. 21. 10. Pfal. 34.16, 
pluraliter. in ‘Famerlanes eyes fat fucha Majefty, asa man could hardly endure to behold: . 


ahercer. and many in talking with bim became dumb. He held the Zaf in fuch awe, ag 
Tuk, bift. that he was commonly called, 7 he wrath of God, and terrour of the world, Augaftas 
211.236. Cefar frowned to death, Cornelius Gallus: and fo did Queen Elizabeth, Sir Chrit 


ftopber Hatton, Lord Chancellour. Gods enemies are {ure to perifs at the rebuke 
of bis countenance, Pfal. 80. 16. and, if he but fet his eyes upon them for evil, and 
not for good., alf occurrences fhall certainly work together for the worft unto 
“them. i 
Verfe 3. And the Lord God of Hofls ishe, &c.] Here the Prophet proveth what 
he bad faid in the foregoing verfes, by an argument drawn from the wonderfull 
power of God, which profane perfons are apt to queftion, that they may harden 
their hearts again {t his fear.Confider faith He,firltchat He is the Lord God of Hofts, 
and (asthe Rabbines well obferve) he hath the upper and lower troops ready prek, 
as hishorfe and foot , to march again(thisenemies. Next, that be toucherh the Land, 
as it were with his hrle finger, and it foal melt, like the fat of lambs before the 
fire: it Chall crumble to cracele, moulder away, and be moved, becanfe he is wroth, 
Pfal. 18. 7. and fhall men be unmoved ? fhail they bee more infenfible then the 
fenfeleffe earth? The peopleof Antioh, though many of them gave their hands 
for Chryfoftonss banifhment, yet terrified by an earthquake (which wrought in chem 
an heart-quake, as it had done in the Gaoler, Aés 16.) they immediately fent for 
him again. Put thirdly, the tremend power of God appears in this, that 
The land foall rife np wholly like a ‘flood, and it foall be drowned, as by the flood 
of Egypt, | God can flote it, and flood it at his pleafure. See chap. 8-8. Water 
is naturally above the earth, asthe garment above the body faith Darid: and 
would (but for the power and providence of God ) prove as the fhirt made for the 
murdering of Agafermnon, where the head had ‘no iffue out. ` Ler God be feen 
herein, and mens hearts poffeffed with his holy fear: who can fo eafily puil up the 
fluces, let in the Sea upon them, and bury them allin one univerfall grave of waters, 
Fear ye. not me, faith the Lord? will ye not tremble at my prefence, which have 
Jer. 5.22 placed the fand for the bound of the Sea, by a perpetuall decree, that it cannot paffe 
it: and though the waves thereof toffe themfclves, yet can they not prevail; though 
Lib.demirabil. they roar, yet can they not paffe over it? This Ariftorle admires, and David cele- 
brates in his Phy fivks, “as One calleth that 104 P/alm) verfe 6.9. and all men fhould 
improve, to affrighe their confciences from provoking to anger fo great a God. 
Ferfe 6. It is he that buildeth his ftories (or fpberes ) in the heaven, | Surgit hic 
oratia. ‘The Prophet here rifech in his difcourfe: and as Chry/oftom faid of St. Panl, 
Tricnbitalis eft, & cælos tranfcendit ; Low, though he were, and little, yet he gat 
up into the third heaven: fo may weof Aros, though but a plain-fpoken and il- 
literate heardfman, yet in fetting forth the power of God, hee mounts from earth 
to heaven, and fhews himfelf to bee Piram bonum, dicendi peritum, an exquifite 
Oratour , according to Quéntilians character, God this Great Archite&, and 
pnblike-workman, (as the Apoftle after Péate, whom he feemeth to have read, cal- 
AnuiteyG lethHim, Heb, 11. 10) hath without cool or toil, E/ay 40. 28. builded his ftories 
inthe heaven ( which is three ftories high, 2 Cor. t2. 2. ) wherein (asin a theatre, 
or molten looking-glaffe, fob 37. 18. ) his Majefty molt clearly fhineeh, chap. 4,13- 
and 5.8. See Pfal. 104. 3. every (phere and ftarre twinckling at us, and asit were, 
beckning to us, to remember his omnipotency ( whereof that rare Fabrick isa no- 
table work and witneffe ) and not to think to efcape his judgements, if we goon in 
finne. For although he be higher then the heavens, ob. 8.11. yet his eyes behold, 
his eye-lids cry the children of men, D/aé. Ir. 4. and ver/e 6. Upon the wicked He 
{hall rain down fnares, fireand brimftone, &c. 
and hath founded his troop (or bundle ) in the earth, J that is, the other three 
elements fay fome: the Sea, which together with the earth maketh one Globe, fay 


others: the Univer/é ( faith Mr. Diedate ) which is like the fabrick of a building : 
o 


Cuar.g. E 


we MIRADE e Te RE GOTA ee ii: pe AE ee raceme 


Cuar, 8. . the Prophecie of Amos: z 187 | 
of which the earch being the lower 
bany ofa E E . wer part, and onely unmoveable, hath fomerefem- i 
e that calleth for the wat be s5 ; nese She s 
Note on ‘chap. 5. sf aters of the Sea, and poureth them ont, Ge. J See the A 
Verfe 7. Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians F ee 7 
eee £ ; r t l : 
D n laft word, Untome, who am no relpesker of perlon Le ae lieth a 

e that fearethGed, and worketh rightcoufneffc, is accepted with bim) U J nation, AÙ 10. 3.4 
ey nde you feem forne great bufineife, becaufe: Tfraelites ; to whom nro your ; 
the Adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, Gc. Rom, 9. 4. To othe ale oa l 
feem a great nation, yea a wife and underftanding people, as having G iat 7; o you a 
me you, and fo fet for you, Dent. 4. 6, 7. and 33.2 9. i Bar tell ic n nigh 
a a ain ws hee pment, chr 

; nk for ¢ ou look upon the Erhzopi, ith ee enone, 
ble and fervile people: aslikewife upon th Ativapians with {corn, as an igno- 
lowed Syrians. But wherein are pon the nncircamcifed Philiftines, and unhal- 

) l you beyond them, :if you | o ; J 
ginal, a eons my dealings with them and you ? tis nothing aie bae mie Gr i 
bi at maker ) you thusinfolent ; and teacheth yon to turn the glaffe to fee Sie fe i" ns : 
bigger, Others alte then they are. You. foolifhly fet up your Counter for a tho es u 
fightelby yous of whom itis fad hat hey E A ere much 7oLGner, : 

` A i ey paint che deyi i Sintra CA 
lour contrary to their own. But much. mere 5 Blain aes Te ose 
; , 


peculiar people, and partakers of fo great priviledges,you.do no more change your 


evill manners, then the Echiepians do thei 
ers, th d ir black-hue - 
where white but in your teeth, as they :. good alte fag che kaho zd. na 
a neer in Your monthes, but farr from yosir reines, Jer. 12..2. Suchán isa 
puree! Cap) the fon of Temini mentioned in the title of the Seventh Pla lan 
(perl oe ee a He a 4 ee Beniamite.isintended ) non tam cute PEREA 
thiopisms, ack and ill conditions s. re to C 
Ethiopian, o my other ae ee as therefore to God no. Beier then an 
ave not I brought up Ifrael out of the land of Egypt} q. d ‘ha 
` cot j sii ' 7 L ; 
you glory vay pak init: whereas you fhould Sea glorify ne eats ra ie a 
Mie seh y of fuch a deliverance; for.every: bleffing isa binder, and ever > an 
ie ame nd Paine aime But what fingular thing have Í herein done Fot 
pees Gent and Syrians, whom yet you look upgn as dogs and ont- 
have not I alfo brought up.the Philiftines from wd = 
‘Caphtor,| i. ev ia 
cama Hland Ier. 47. becaufeit horderedüpon the ba) or. ey ain “irk hi 
i a 5 on: a rich Ifland, called therefore Macarieh, that is. "Bleffed Ea e EARRAS: 
a i isl pre Syros ¢ Kine, fram Cyrene: a.countrey ‘of Afia, as 
and thither ee Syeda ae elie by 7 a na tots A ry 4 
when either thefe or the Philiftines were k goato-Dilefer 2 King. 16. 9. bat cap ó, 
rthe | rought back. againe to thei - 
PSURs sae att cameagn say tom care ne : 
dina cafe ) and are here-alledged as welll k ites, ne ' 
who are nipt on the crown as the i ar nea Gaels ok . 
; they fay, and polled from that peri i 
rae whereupon they had ushappily peirked fea sie 
Paes “fe f oe the eyes of the Lord God are upon the finfull himgidome’) Be it 
te oe Ae fine es, Or Tes bat efpecially Iftact Amos 3. 2. .niothis eye 
s t his jealoys eya (às ver. 4. for evill, and t : 
ety e ata ai eyes, for heis sxtpbaan@> All exe, os ice Lao a i 
re ull kingdome,. to judge and-punith, to infli@ tribalati dan- í 
ue a oe Sonl of man that doth eviil, of: the Jew firft. ee “Of bie ees | 
he ia o ee of the Gentile Rom. 2.9. The fin of Judab is written witha Ba of 
Bite Haima Poin of a diamond fer. 17, 1. and Htael is: therefore Worle then 
ae sino puget tohave: been better. His whole kingdomeisakingdome . - 
A E ls Hs, a very Poxsropols, as that place in Thracia was calted Thesping 
Vue sf affembled all the infamous perfons and men of ‘evill demeanour, 
AD AALE of Jacob ? Is it nat Samaria? Mic. 1. §. their capitall 
> eir capital cities ; and thence.overflowed the whole kingdome: 
; called 


siete aa ct. Fane 


CLR Cota, ee 


Pg ete ee ee ee 


satisa. 


See Jer. 3c. 
IL 


g - An Expofition on : Cuar.g; 
lled therefore herea finfull kingdome, wholly givento Idolatry (as Athens was 
ll kingdome, who es 

pri a 5 e deers fin with an accent, that wickednefle with a wir. 
helfe, Hast 32> 24.1 King. 12. 30. and £5, 3, 30. thatland-defolating fin. er.22, 

"9. Pfal. 78.58) 59, 62. - l n 

F Mo Ree iy 3) Seehere the venomous nature of fin, and fhun it, elfe we 
fhall prove traytovrs to the ftate, and have eur hands if not upon the great cart 

, ropes, yet upon the leffer cords, that draw down vengance upon theland. Apd: 


here fome one finner may. deftroy much good Eccle, 9. 17. how much more arabe 


F € iring to provoke the eyes of Gods glary ? ; 
Ue ta ar pe deftroy tel honfe of facob} A remnant fhall be left for 
royall ule, reliquas faciam reliquias, and fo make a manifeft difference, remembring 
my promife Lev. 26. 40: whichisa fpeciall text touching the rejection and con. 
verfion of the Jewes, asis alfo this in fome mens judgments. For here ( fay they) 
is athreatening ofextream defolation with . fome comfort enterlaced of a remnant 
to be referved: amongft whom itis further promifed 1. that the kingdome of 
David thorough Chrift fhall be fet up as glorious as ever it was before, in the moft 
flourifhing times of David or Solomon ver. 11, 2. Next, other nations fhall joyne 
with them and be made: partakers of one common inheritance ver. 12. So'doth 
James AE, 15. 16,17. expound it. 3. Thirdly there is promifed the fruitfulneffe of 
their land ver..23. the inhabiting in their own countrey, ver. 14. and the perpetuity 
of their abode there, ver. 15. por p this others think to be, optabile magis quam 

inabile, lit r then a golden dreame. , i 
g ey will eee. and I will fift the boufe of Ifraer) Teis not 
without Gods command and good leave that evill {pirits and men can fift the faints, 
as Satan defired to have done Peter. He defred it, asa chalienger defireth one of 
the other fide to combate.with: fo he beg’dleave to fift 7ob, and fo he tempted 
David to number the people, but it was by Gods permiffion. Up therefore on 
pray that ye.enter not into temptation Lak, 22. 31,46, or that ye may come cleer 


Rom. 16. 20. out of it, and mere then conquerours, even Trismphers: the enemy is {tinted = yea 


Aug 
58. 


cift will tread him under your feet fhortly: ; 
meee bis j the houfe a Ifrael a al nations The ten tribes among the 
Affyrians ( who were Emperours of the wile Eaft ) and whither fince they are 
fcattered, whether into Shisa, Tartary, Weft-Indies, or other coe. 7 tot 
known. The whole twelve-tribes ( thofe alfo that once inflanely ferve a ay 
and night Act. 26. 7.) arenow wofully difjected and diffipated: being caft out 


in Pal, ofthe world, asit were, by a common confent of Nations, and generally flighted 
on . 3 


© The Romanes permitted other nations to call themfelves Romanes, after 
e d on aed den. but fo they would not fuffer the Iewes upon any termes 
todo: left there fhould befome blot ftick to.the glory of the Romanes by that - 
odious and fordid people. The Pope ufeth them as fpynges, the Turk as flaves, 
&c. : i ; ans: y 
j is fifted ina fieve] Or, by afans; tothe fame fenfeas that Zach: 
1 Sap hg e 3 ie fire Prvaki to denote Affliction with the nfe'of 
it: fe. to purge Gods people, {pecially of thofe two troublefome choke-weeds, 
High-mindedneffe and Earthly mindedneffe,Cribratione Dei non perdstur fed poren 
frumentum, faith Zanchy, Gods good corne is not loft, but made cleane by the. 
fifting they fuffer. 


; d 
Jer-23. 28. et foall not the leaft. grain (Heb: fone ) fall upon the earth] As the chaf an 
Auguftin. duk fall : for what VE chaf 5 the wheate ? faith the. lord, Ynsprebi ie fe 
Mate3u12-  voffynt in horreo, fed nonin area. Chrilt hath his fan in his hand, and bk p E 
difcriminate: he will rake out the pretious from the vile, he will drive : ec a 
one way and the wheatanother > and take carethat not the leaft grain o sce 7 
wheat, that had good tack init, ( asa ftone hath, though buta abe fione) hall 
beloft. He will tura his handupon the Little ones, and fecure them Zec -13.7 2 
Deut.29. 19. _ Verfe 10. All the fiuners of my pèople foall die by the fword| The flagitious, p 


agg) ooren 


hem, faying, We Joalb*- 
fumptuous perfons, that bleffe themfelues when I curfe them, fayin id 
hae peace sag we Walk every man in the imagination of bis site pe pa . 
full fwingedn fin. Such faners in Zion Efa. 33+ 14. fuch petit hace 
Efa. 1. 10. fuch profligate Profeffcurs fhall die by the fword: either by the. af 


` as they might with fobriety 1 Per. 1. 11. and well 


oi ogee à PEAR ON 


the Pro þecie of. Obadiah. Amos 289 
ofthe enemy, or which iè worfe, gladio fpiriealé faith Mercer, by the Spiritual 
fword, being blinded and rejected by God ; fo chat their prefervation is buta 
refervation toa greater mifchief. f Whereas, on the other fide, fome of Gods ele& 
might in a common calamity perifh by the fword, but then ( Jofiah-like ) they 
died in peace, though they fell in battle: their death was tight pretiousin the fight 
of the Lord, and a plentifull amends made them in heaven. 

which fay, the evil foall not overtake nor prevent us} Or, for our Sakes, by our 
default. \f affliction do find us out, yet we have not deferved it: common oc- 
currences we cannot beagainft. Thus the wicked man flattereth himfelfin hiso 
eyes, untill his iniquity be found to be hate full Pfa. i 


36. 2. Inal my labours they 
foal find none iniquity iame: that were fin Hof. 12.8. Yet thou fayft, Becaufe | 


am innocent, (urely his anger foal turn from me: behold 1 wil plead with thee, becanfe 
thou fuyeft, I bave not finned Jér. 2. 35- 

Ver. 11. Y» that day Wil I raife np the Tabernacle of David] A moft {weet con- 
clufion ofthe Prophefie by fundry Evangelical promifes after fo many very fevere 
and fharp menaces: the Sun of righteoufnefle liketh notto fet in acloud. In 
that day, that happy day whenfoever it fhalt dawn, that Chrift thall come: for 
the Prophets knew not the certaine time when, but made diligent enquiry as far 


knewgfhat the Law, which 
on to a better hope Heb. 7, 19, 


they preached and explained, was an introdudti 
which they faw afar offand faluted Heb. 11.13. 


Wil | raife up the Tabernatle of David]. that is, the kingdome ofthe honfe of 


David faith the Chaldve Paraphratt : meaning, of the Mefliah, whom the founder 
fort of Rabbines from this text call Bex N 
reftorer of pathes to dwellin: Now the Church is here called the Tabernacle of 
Devid, becaufe that once ftately Palace of David was by many defolations 
reduced toa tent, as it were, and thatready to drop too. The Branch grew out 
of che root of Jefe, when that goodly family was funk fo low, as from David the 
king to Jofeph the carpenter. .Befides, all was out of order both in Church and 
State, when Chrift came. 
and clofe up the breaches thereof] Heb. wall #p: by unwalling ( asthe Hebrew 
hath it Num, 24. 17. ) allthechildren of Seth: by fubduing the fons of men 
the godly feed to the obedience of faith : by bringing into captivity every haughty 
thought &c. 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5. (thatat the name of Jefus every knee may bow 
Philip. 2. 10.) and getting a full conqueft by the preaching of the gofpell, which 
fhall quickly clofe up all ruptures, and raife up all ruines, by chafing away terrours 
and falie-worfhips, doctrines of devils, and traditions of men, whereby the Scribes 
and Pharifees had made the commandement of God of none effec. 
and Iwill build it as in the dayes of old) in thofe purer times of David and the 
other holy Patriarches, who made up but one and the fame Church with us, and 
were faved by the fame faith in Chrift Jefus, that Lamb of God flain from the 
foundation of the world, Rev, 13. 8. Mine antiquity is Jefas Christ faid Ignas 
tius the Martyr. Aswe preferr the neweft Philofophy, fo the ancient ft Divinity, 
faith Another., l ; 
Verfe 12. That they may poffeffe the remuant of Edom] That they which are 
called by my name, which are called Chriftians, viz. the Apoftles and their fuccef- 
fours to theend of the world, may poffeffe together with Chrift (to whom che Fa- 
ther hath given the Heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the 
earth for his poffelfion) the rensnant of Edom ; thofe few of them that receive the 
faith, who are but as a remnant to the whole peece, an handful to a houfeful. And 
not of the Edomite 
God ; but of all the heathen which ‘are called by name, who befeech and are bapti- 
zed into Chrifts name, being content to receive his mark, and to profeffe his Reli- 
gion, which formerly they were perfect ftrangers to. Thefe and thofe firft Preachers 
of the Gofpel, and Planters of Churches (being d/raelites by birth) are faid to PA- 
feffe by inheritance, becaufe Chrift was pleafed to make ufe of their miniftery ; and 
upon thefe his white horfes to ride abroad.the world. conquering, and to conquer, 
Rev, 6. 1, 2. Jn a like fenfe it is promifed, E/a.14.2. chat the houfeof Irae! fhail 
poffeffe their profelytes in the land of the Lord for fervants and for handmaids, and 
Bb 


take 


` Begnadenn 
WN propter nos. 


ipblet, the repairer of the breach, the sae 


s onely, thofe inveterate and hereditary enemies to the Ifrael of Pfal,2.8, 


ans = ee x a = 


R ree 


; ‘eA 1t10N on - ~ nee ee 
290 An Expofttimom HAP.Q. the Prophecte of Amos. 291 Ere 
take them ane ee they were, and rule over their oppreffours. Such Tand. they fosll plant vineyards) Thatis, particular churche: Š 
a change fhal! che Gofpel make. APNEA k > P ches. 

faith the Lord that doth this) For indeed none elfe could have done it. Effeduat Saree ia ie : Pa A | : Sa feat t Eas sonore of their labours in the 
o o aaphaas peed gles ase ered y Linas e rhey bal alfa make gardens, and eat of the fenit] while they fhall fee their peot 
ly, but God onely can perfWwaae. Rebecca may 5 aac oncly E A a AT, , 1 | eit peo: 
can give the bleiling. Paul may pet Se he pieh Tai nec folet fallere. w fh h e finds Pal, pe ep a i= ae ate 1.8. 
| Verfe 13. Behold, the day:s come, fait ie Ee a! a t yd oe The Commentatours (as it is the manner of many of them to marre Jad bemi : dia 
| pedir ier pead Benet the peace OF tae TOPE a anos Wa bee peny with their abfurd gloffes) by cities here would have men to u derft d EP a 
i with the horn of falvation the korn of plenty, a confluence of outward comforts of married people, by vineyards their Prelates, and b nderftand the ftate 
and contentments, as in Solomons dayes, and Cozfantines, (whom God profpered to wreft the fcriptures, and fo to fet them on the rack aa a = nor diis 
Cn tants and bieffed beyond all that he could have wifhed, faith Anfin) and Q. Eliza then ever theyintended ? Is it not to compel them Roo eh = o peak more 
trsni, imde- Eeths , whom, for her care to propagate the Gofpel, He made to be the kappiet g miles when they are 
witmunetius woman thar ever {wayed icepter, as her very enemies were forced to acknowledge: 


» willing to go but one ? Tsit not to taw them, and gnaw them, as Tertullian faith 
! geanta poste fo liberal a paymatter is the Lord, that all his retributions are more then bountiful; 


that AZarcron the heretick (that Mus Ponticus ashe therefore cals him) did: to 
Ln ha EN bane Pe : d : a S make thent ferviceable to his vile purpofes ? > tO 
Dec Dle 2nd this his tervants have not ex dargitate, fed ex promiffo, out of his general pro- 


f an ‘ : Ferf.15§. dad I wil plażt them upon their land] eae EE EE ; 
Elizaierhaglee Vidences, but by vertue of a promile,which is farre fweeter. The Maforites have th the Lord, that he mi se of righteoufne ffe, the plan- 
hima Q : obferved, thatin this verfe are found all the letters of the Hebrew Alp*abct (as alfo di Se te ral 4 Philip. mee be glorified, Efay. 6X. 3, 11. being well rooted and 
feliciff jamin in 26 more vertes of the Old Teftamenc)to note,fay the Calvinifts, chat in the king. : S 


; z and they thal nom ; ; 

Ha x ifl. dome of the Mrffiuh, there fhall be great abundance of all things, c> pienum copie ue are ale e ER thal f ae ei a or Ping mnd, tr 
A cornz: or, if chat fhould fail, yet plenty of all {piritual benedictions in heavenly Chrift Jefus, aon... they thall be fare of pete Cee Papal A e “Job.ro; 
, bes To 


: : i Eph. 1.3. and contented godlineffe, 1 Tim. 6.6. which hath an asrarkie : ae hase 
ene eae. é ahai having ie man poffeffeth all things, 2 te nae oe nets a ron faith unto falvation, 2 Pet. 1.3. The paraz 793% 
vidice coltapfe This the Prophec expreffeth in the following words by many excellent Ayperbete's zo keep papal ing Siow a eae fides with moft noble rivers, 
Mere. Amama, though (to fay ivoth) Chriftis © regnum ejus non patinntur hyperbolen. All words the Church > See P/al, 92.13, 14 esis as er 2 this in his heavenly garden 
are too weak to fer forth the worth of Chrift and his kingdom. faith che Lord thy God | Thy Go vi OP Fiphet who will ade one efpecially. 
2 ? 


Beras Deus 


the plownan fall overtake the reaper) In fignis hyperbole, faith Mercer = no fooner mifes foever thou baft uttered in h; rifie what pro? 
fhall harveft be ended, but feeding fhall fucceed, and that promife fulfilled, Levit. anto thee in Chrift dee 2 ie name. Or thy God, y people, now reconciled 
26.5. allbufineffts belonging to che tillage of the ground, and the inning of the necdful for life and godlineffe. peg y to heap upon thee ali things 


frvit, fhall have their fit and futable feafons; where, under the name of corporal 
bleti:sgs {piritual alfo are to be underftood : and indeed thote d/effings ont of Zion 
are farre beyond any other that come out of heaven and earth, P/.134.3. 

and the treader of grapes, him that foweth feed} precious feed, 'f.126.5. fowing- 
feed (asoneenclifheth it) drawn out of the feed basket, and caft all along upon 
the land : the meaning is, that the vintage fhall laft fo long, that the feeds-man fhall 
fcarce have time to do his bufineffe, for waiting upon the wine-preffe. 

and the mountains thall drop (weet wine | Or juice of pomcgranates, more delici- 
ousliquor then that which the Italians profanely call Lachryme Chrifi, or that 
whicli at Pars and Lovaine is called Vinnm T heologicum, or Vinsim Cos, that is, co ea ; 
loris, odoris faporis optims, the beft in the countrey for colour, favour and tafte, to © yi se 
pleafe the palate. 

and althe hils foal melt] fc. with milk, honey, oyl, as oed. 3. 18. the fame al- 
mok with this. And the heathen Poet hath the like, 


Subitis meffor gaudebit ariftis: 


; Claudian. lib. = í ? 3 l 
k ¥, in Ruffin Rorabunt querceta favis flagnanzia paffim . Bb2 A ci 
Ñ Fina finent oleique lacus. a Fade 


Ver. 14, And XY will bring againe the captivity of my people| There is an clegancy 

in the original that cannot be englifhed, and God feemes delighted with fuch Ag- 
nominations, as hath been before obferved : to thew the lawfull ufe of Rhecorike l : 

AG.0618 in divine difcourfes, fo it benot affected, abufed, Idolized. ‘This promife is ful- te weoi han 
filled when beleevers are by the gofpel brought from darknefe to light, and from an hoes yee 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgivenefle of fins, and be fet ene ee 
free from the tyranny of corruption, and terrour of death Hed. 2.14.13. Cedef. 3. ae ay 
13. Luk. 1.74. Zach.g, 11. Pfa. 68.19. 1 

and they fhail build the waft cities| Reftore the fincere fervize uf God, as thofe 
noble Reformers did in allages ; fetching the Church, asit wsie, out of the wil- 
derneffe, where fhe had long laine hid Rev. 12.6. and whence fhe is faid at length 


i to come deaning npon her Beloved Cant. 8. 5. And 
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OFf the Prophefie of 


OBADIAH: 


bP H E vifion of Obadiah, ] The fame, fay fome, that 
¥ hid the ta Prophets. and fed them by fifty x 
į cave, when fought for to the faughter, by wicked 
ys. Jezabel, x King. 18. 4. whereupon himfelf alfo re- 
B ceived a Prophets reward. That is ( faith ae) 
* was endued with the fpirit of prophefie. Hierom ad- 
i sy deth, that he was gae kasa ( a 
ids Sebafte by Hered, in honour of Auguftxs) and that there his Sepu 

ve > al The Rabbines fay, that this Obadiah was that ee shire 
whom Elifba relieved, by multiplying her oyl, 2 King..4. Oiber (mi: naa wages 
of reafon ) conjeture that this was chat Obadiah mentioned ro f ae 
faithfull Levite, fer by Fofah to overfee the Artificers, who repaired t ee mei gee 
the eighteenth yeere of hisreigne: and fo was contemporary to Ezec era 
remy, with whom alfo he confenteth in many paflages: and befides,he ma E 
tion of the Babylonifb captivity, aad the Edomites cruelty to the Jews oat shar ne 
But let him be who he will, ( for where the Scripture hath no tongue, pas eee 
finde ears : but may well content our felves with a learned Lengen yaa a Pafas 
he entituleth not a Burden, becaufe he concludeth it cone A eae 
which is more generali : it being his fcope to comfort the people of God, 

er great affliction. f E 
neee faith the Lord Ged concerning Edom, | If Obadiah were eed es 
mite, but a Profelyte to the Church (as fome Rabbixes have reporte k es 
fion fhould have taken the better with his eriala ountey men a "a honey : 
repentance. But whether he were or not, they fhould haveob zs ve Et Cok ake 
and that his dođrine came Cum privilegio, and that it was the > 


a 


i ccording to hisname, 2 
Tremend Trinnnns that fpake by him; and that hee was according ie 


. 
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Servant of the moft bigh-God, which } Shewed unto them the wa 
16.17. Sed furdo fabulam: the Edomites were fo. flethed in blood and fuch 
inveterate enemies to the Church, that there was little good to 
Howfoever, to leave them without excufe, and, if Poilible, t 
their fecurity, He faith,. 

We have heard a rumour from the Lard, | We, that is, Tand my fellow- Prophets 
( whoare a fecretis to the Lord, Amos 3. 7.) have beard for a certainty, that the 
Edomites are devoted to deftru@tion. And that this was no vain rumour, but ac- 
cordingly accomplifhed, fee fer. 25. 9328. Mal. 1.3, 

and an Embaffadour is fear among the beathen.| ofa herald at arms fent by! Ne- 
buchadnexzar, fay fome, to ftir up his Chaldeans againft the Edomites ; Others, 
make this Embaffadour tobe Chriff, or a created Angel, or a divine infting, or, 
Jaftly, the Prophets. Whofoever he is, he doth his work very vigoroufly. 

Arife Je, faith he, and Ler ys rife sp againft her in barrell. ] Letrus joyn our forces, 
and do our utmoft againft Idvmea. After this fort alfo fhall Gods warriours ftirre 
up themfelves one day, and one another, again{t the Romith Edomites, thofe 
Pfendo-cl»iftiaus Ancichriftians, when God fhall once put into their hearts, to bate 
that old withered whore of Babylon, to make her defolate and naked 
and bura ber with fire, Kev. 17. 16,17. The Alarum was lon 
( not unlike this in the Text) by Francts Petrarch in thefe words. 
nempe propinquior atque recentior, adhuc flat: citò itidem cafura ; fi efetis viri, De rem. utri- 
‘There yee ftandeth a nearer and newer Babylon then that of old : but it fhould ufyue forr. 
not ftand Jong, were you but Aen. Arife ye, and let ns rife up againf her in bat- deal,i18, 
tel. The Jews at this day call the Hierarchie of Rome, the Wicked kingdome of 
Edom ; and for Dumuh, Efay 21.11, they read Roma, by a very cafie (but willing) 


Ferje 2. Behold, I have made thee {mall among the heathen. ] That is, vile, de- 

fpicable, and abje@, as Pfal. 139. 141. I am {mall and defpifed : nothing is more Auguftin, 
ordinary then to dejpife the day of {mall things, Zech, 4-10. And whereas God is Ame) Ae, 

i IN MAC nis, AEC paru“s in minimis, hee had alwayes kept down %t#i Stes 
thele profane Edomites, fhutting chemup in mount Stir, a craggy barren coun- a ao 
trey (not unlike Afere Hefiods countrey, or Landuffe in Wales, which is faid to be Hefiod. 
a place, neither pleafant, fertile, nor fafe) and not fuffering them to attain to any Godm.Catal, 
fame, or almoft name among other Nations. Were it not that they are mentioned 
in the Bible ( and never there for any goodneffe neither ) it would hardly have been 
known that there ever had been fuch a people. Wherefore then fhould Edom be fo 


intulcrabiy infolent, as ver/e 3? fwellto fuch an height of pride, play fuch bloody 


hua yet leffer and lower then yet heis, by thofe armies of his that are comming up- EGY 23.9. 
on him, to ftain the pride of all his glory. 

Verfe 3. The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, | fo as to make thee think 
thy felf fome great bufineffe, when its no fuch matter; and that thou cantt fecure 


ther right reafon, and rendreth chem the direct obje@s of Gods hatred and heavy dvzntarcrur, 
cuplealure, Jam. 4.6. hee fettech himfelf in battell aray againft them. Thoxgh his 
excevency morne up to the beavens (faith Zophar concerning the proud perfon, 
fob 20.6, ) and bis head reach unto the clouds: yet he foal perifb for ever like his, 
owa dune ; they which hare Jeca him, foall fay, Where is be ? There is a deceitfnt- 
xefe in finne, Heb. 3 12. @ Lie in all thefe outward Vanities, Pon. 2. 8. they were 
never true to thote that crufted in them. But the proud perfon fecdeth upon afhes, 
he feedeth himfelf with falfe hopes: a deceived heart hath tursed him afide, put 
him into a fools paradife, that he cannot deliver his Joul, get out of his golden : 
; : cae É : > Elay 44,20, 
wot a lie inmy right hand? His cafe is not unlike that 
nans, who lying faft afleep upon the edge of a fteep rock, dreams merrily of much 
happinefie and fafety; but upon the fudden farting for joy, breaks his neck, and 
- Bh 3 tum bles 
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tumbles headlong into. the bottome of the fea. , 
thos that dwelleft in the clefts of the rock] ina rocky mountainous countrey (as 
the Higblander in Scotland ; out of the reachof my rod, as thou fondly fanci. 
eft: in Arabia Petrea, where thine enemies cannot come at thee ; and where 
thouthinkeft thy felfnoleffe fafe and ont of harmes-way, then Mofes was, when 
God had put him into the cleft of the rock, and covered him with his hand Exod. 
33. 22. or Elias when he {tood in the mouth of the cave 1 King. 19. 13. 
whofe habitation is high] Heb : bs habitation is high ; by a change of the perfon 
out of an holy difdaine ot Edoms pride and creature-confidence, asif he were exire 
jaktum, out of gun-fhot,above danger. 
that faith in his heart, Who foall bring me dowa? || 


cAiqualis aftris gradior, © cunctos fuper 
Alium fuperbo vertice attingens polum, 
Demitto [uperos, [fumma votorum attigi re. 


My roof receives me nor, tis ayre I tread: 
At every Rep I feele my advanced head 
Knock outa ftarr in heaven 


Such great felling words of vanity fpeakes the proud man, fuch big bubbles of 
of words, [i[quipedaliaverba, Who fhall bring me down? who isthe Lord? who 
islord ovenus? &c. Such haughty expreflions iuch lofty language is a forerunner, 
a prefage of imminent deftruction, as here. A bulgiag wall is not farr from a down- 
fall. While the word ( Js not this great Babel Ce. ) was. yetin Nebachadnex. 
zarsmouth, he was deprived of his kingdome, and driven from men &c. Dam 4. 
31. Megajfthenes the Perfian ( an ancient writer ) reporteth that the Chaldeans re- 
late, that Nebuchadnezzar returning home laden with victories, fell mad; and 
being in a fanatick veine, foretold the deftruction of Babel, wherher he foretold 
itor no tis fure he occafioned it, by confiding in it, and by robbing both Gad of 
his glory, and hisanceltors ( the firft founders ) oftheir honour: for he only ens 
larged it, and built the palace entirely: and now he faith? Who fhal bring me 
down ? Gc. Vhat will I, faith God, inthe next words. e#/opbeing asked by 
Chilo (one of the feven wife men of Greece ) what God was doing? an{wered, 
He bringeth down the proud, and lifteth up the lowly. Sec the like P/ai. 147. 6. 
Verfe 4, Though thon exalt thy felf as the Eagle) Or, as the Arabick text hath 
it, ad aquilam hard by the Eagle; Couldft thou fly as higha pitch as that bird, 
which is faid to fore our of fight, and buildthy neft aloft, as He doth, on the 
highcft mountaines, and talleft trees, that the ferpent may not come at his young. 
and shough thon fet thy neft among the farrs] i. e. upon fach high hills as reach 
to the upper region of the ayre, Of Ithaca, ( Ulyffes his country ) the Oratour 
faith that it was in /copudis quafi nidus affixa, fet asa neft among the rocks. And Pas- 
lus emylins the Romane Generall pulled down the caftles at Achens, faying that 
they were tyrannorum nidi: and our Henry 8. commanded the Abbeys here to 
to be demolifhed , faying, that chofe crowes-nefts were to be deftroyed, ne ste~ 
rum ad cobabitandum convolent that they might never breed againe amongit us. 
Lacifer and his Antitype Nebuchadnezzar {pake of afcending into heaven, above 
the heights of the clouds, and of the fetting their thrones above the ftarres of God 
Efa, 14.13, 14. See the like language, or bigger from the since of Tyre Ezek, 
28. 2. with the ifue, much like this that here tolloweth. 
thence will 1 bring thee dows} Down witha vengeance: as he did Pharaoh, Ne- 
buchadwexzar, Hered, Edom, Attilas, Genfericus, Bajaxet &c» The Philiftines 
- flouted Ponathan and bis armour-bearer and faid, Come wp to #5, and wee will hew you 
athing: thatis, we willgive you your payment before we part with you: they 
held it impoffible to get up that fharp fteep craggy rock where they kept garrifon. 
But Jonathan clambred over that rock on his hands, and feet; and put themto 
the ront 1 Sam, 14. 13 Anexploit of as great or rather of greater valour, then 
that of Alexander the great, for which he is fo crowned and Cihronicled by Pls- 


tarch, and Curtins: the ftory is this. Arimaze: having garrifoneda very rong 
rock, 
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rock, (held almoft inacceffible, and to which ther i 
the Sogdian countrey , with thirty thoufand men: aa pee fain ly; a 
der to yeeldup his hold, derided him and asked whether e4lexander A Id fie 2 
whereunto Alexander returned this anfwer, I will make thee know ere th r 
nightelder, thatthe Macedonians can flie. Hereupon he pickt out three har dred 
of the boldeft men he had: and by great promifes prevailed with them ihe 
bight © Ae pial pia ofthe rock to the top of ir; which accordingly 
they did: and killing the guardes, too i ing i z 
nailed Arimazes to Paoli” heey pS LE MS 
ith the Lord i it: i i 
: lee $ ees Iwi will furely doit: how improbable, or impoffible foever 
Verfe 5. If theeves came to thee, if robbers by night’ ? 
come to thee? have robbers been here a5 fare ‘ds ao oe rae else 
would never have made fuch clean work, as they fay, but have left fomewhat fe 
hind them, they would never have plaid the Harpyes in this fort, and taken all 
before them, &c, Thus the neighbour nations ftand wrondring at this wofull 
defolation, and farcaltically infulting : Now to be mocked in mifery isno finali 
grief to rhe party, Thus the Prophet prickes them bya Rhetorical Addubitation 
the aer Pa affe&t their minds with an effectual feare of no ordinary or caly cala- 
a uch as will be wonderfull, and incredible: fo that they that heare of it 
how art thou cut off? | Or, bow filent art thou ? id thi i 
upon thee per amica filentia Lane zda they rake ig ee ene eo het 
thee thus ? Havethey dealt by thee, as Sr. Francis Drake (in hig travels Said b 
the Spaniard whom he found fleeping on the bank of a river with many wed nf 
of gold lying by him. He never waked the man, bue eafed him of his Mee ; 
| Orrath:ras Epaminondas did by the watchman, whom he found fait alep. he 
thruft him through with his {word ; and being chid for fo fevere a fact, replied 
bai sella aneti inueni, | left him but as I found him.’ ere 
the grape-gatherers came tothee, wauid they nat leave fo rapes: 
they would: Dest, 24. 21. there wonld likely bea soil a nia ote 
vintage 1s done //s. 24. 13. two or three berries in the top of the uppermofk 
bough ; foure or fivein the ourmoft fruitfull branches E/a. 17. 6. Itis hard but 
on Rape out H Fi oe bring the'ill newes, Edoms ruine therefore 
ion was moft deplorable and irr s ; 
all Psi ae meanes raked andes S eri able, fith none was left alone; but 
erfe 6. How are the things of Efau fearched out? Or (as Dref i 
How are the pofterity of Efau fearched out ? the men 2 the legos ae ere 
to the fpoile ? what cunning and daring fouldicrs were thefe to pry into every core 
ner for prey, and to pall them out of every lurking hole, where they might have 
pais circumvented and butchered, in thofe dark and {trait places; This fhewes 
hans they were both armed and animated by God himfelf. Confer Joel. 2. 
ee 2s a er efpecially Per. 49.10, 11. where you have the full ofthat, which is 
einen ged: and therefore this verfe hath not fo muchas an Athnach in it, 
how are his hid things fought out? J i. e. his treafures and Jewels whi 
oe name in Hebrew from hier: becaufe men ufe to tected aN 
WA E care and diligence, See Mat. 13. 44. hence they are called sreafures 
sas afe Efa. 45. 3. See lob 3. 21. Abundance of this was found at Conftan- 
roe ta an the Turks: fo that the fouldiers divided it among themfelves by Turk. bici) 
ee fod ring at their wealth, and deriding their folly, that poffeffing fo 345-347. 
Like ue) would beftow fo little in defence of themfelves and their countrey, 
E y va ay and nigardice: And the fame is reported of Heidelberg, This 
ate 3 reatened againft Edom, was accordingly executed in the fift yeare Jofeph cont. 
ena of hie ruction of Jerufalem, faith 7ofephus; Nebuchadwexzar in the 23. Approm h, x. 
ae oe eine invading and wafting Idumea. l-gotten goodes profper not. sued 
recente ogm er ote and know not who fhall gather them P/a. 39. 9. But, ` 
ners g ier and defraud another: for God os the avenger of al fuch i Thef. 2Co. 4.26 
» 6. They do beft that renounce with St. Pas/, thote hidden things of difhonefty : Prov. 49. i 
; not 
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not walking in craftineffe, nor making haft to be rich; for treafurcs of wicked. 
nefle profit not :, and when God comes by his judgements to turn the bottome of 
thebag upwards, as Jofephs fteward once did, all our fecret thefts will our. Seg 
Eccle, 12.16, 

Verfe 7. Aillthe men of thy confederacy | which therefore fhoutd be truc to thee 
but prove trecherous : fo vaine it isto truft to that broken reed of carnal! combi. 
rations, Many friendsarelike deep ponds, cleare atthe rop, and all muddy at the 
bottom: the cautes they willbe, butnoe the companions of calamity. Like they i 
are faith One, to crowes which flock toa dead carcaffe, not to defend it butto 
devour it: and no fooner have they bared the bones, but they are gone. David’ 
complaineth of fuch P/a/. 55. 13, 14, 15. and Jeremy of his unkind ccuntr eynen 
of Anathoth chap. 11, But for Edom, it was no great pitty, confidering their 
perfidy both to God ( becaufe they had trunfgreffed the lawes morall and munici- 
pall, changed the ordinances, that is, thelaw, of nations.azd broken the everlafing 


covenant, that is, the law of Nature,which is that light thet lighteneth every man 
that commeth into the world /oh. 1; 9.) andalfototheir brethren the Iractites 
their extreame inhumanity, as it followeth ver, 10. 11. They had therefore bit 
their own meafure meted againe to them: as they had forgotten the brotherly cc 
venant, Am. 1. 9, 11. fothcy met with thofe chat paidthem homein their own 
coyne: neither were they any more pittyed, then Haman when the king frowned 
upon him, or Sejz#s when he fell into the difpleafure of Tibcrins, his friend: th 
ewing themfeives moft paffionate againit him, faying that if Cefar had clemency, 
he ought toreferve itfor men, and not caft it away upon monfters. 
al brought thee even to the border] And there left thee at the worft : pretendirg 
tohelpthee, bur betraying thee indeed to the enemy : and helping to caft thee out 
of thy countrey, under a fhew of cou tefy. 
the men that were at peace with thee] Heb: the men of thy peace, the Ammonites, 
Moabitesand other neighbour-nations from whom thou fearedft no hurt: thefe, to 
ingratiate wich the king of the Chaldeans. 
Ovid. have deceived thee) Tuta frequenfque wa eff per amici fallere nomen, This made 
giaorede’s a certaine Heathen cry out, Friends, there is no friend tobe found: and Another, to 
girds. Sor. | pray God to deliver him from his friends; for, as for his enemies he could better 
beware of them. 
they that eat thy bread| Heb. thy bread-men, thy fellow-commoners, conviéteres 
Ce confalanei, others amici, that are feldome cither fatisfied, or fure. 
have laid a Wound under thee] The Hebrew word fignifieth both a wornd anda 
plaifter: they would fecretly wound them, laya wound under them ; and yet | 
feeme willing to bind up their wounds, and heale them, by applying a platter: {ach 
dawbing there isin the world, Fide, deffide. Cavebis antem fi pavebis. 
there is none underftanding in him| thatis, in Edom. and this {cemeth {poken 
by way of Apoftrophe to the Ifiaclites, whofe comfort is intended in this whole 
Prophefie. Itisasifit had been faid, Edom holds himfelf wife, but will thew 
, himfelf a very fot, deftitute of common fenfe : fuch as taketh not notice thar chef? 
are the wounds with which he was wonnded inthe honfe of his friends : the Wiis 
cither infenfible ofit: or elfe well content with it, till he hath bought his wir, and 
begins to open hiseyes; but not tilf the paines of death are upon hita, as itis faid 
of the Mole. 2 
Verfe 8. Shall not in that day faith the Lord œc.) Edom was famous for wit { 
dome, as appeareth by Eliphax the Temanite, and other of Iebs friends who were 
Tdumeans: and Rabfoakeh could fay, that counfel and ftrength are for war Ffa. 
36. 5. whata pricedid Agamemnon fat upon Neflor? and Darins upon Zoshires? 
Scipio did nothing without his Polybins, and afctibed moft of his victories to his 
Prov. 20. 18. advife. Every purpofe is eftablifoed by counfel ; and with rood advice make warr, 
faith Salomon. Romani fedendo vincunt paffed fora proverbe ofold. The Romaness 
conquered by fitting in counfel : and Gyreas got more cities by his wiydome, then, 
Pyrebus by his puiffance. Bur where no counfel is the people fall Prov, rx. t4.and 
this was Edens cafe in that day, thatis, ac that time when their confederates be- 
trayedthem to their enemie. and defolation wasat next doore by. God defroyed 
their Wife men : he cither cutthem off, or infatuated them. Dess, quem deftriit, x 
dementat 
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dementat. When God intends to undo a man ( fay the Dutch ) he firf puts out his MEE 


m 


ever, and befools him, Pizy faith of the Eagle, that fetting upon the Hart, hee ! 
lights upon his hornes, and there flutters up and down, filling his eyes with duft, ' 


, bornin her feathers: that at lat he may caft himfelf froma rock, and become a 
rey. God blindech the underftanding, and expectorateth the wifdome of thofe 
whom he defigneth to deftruction. Sarely the Princes of Zoan are fools, the wife 
counfellours of Pharaoh are become bruitifh, they have alfo feduced Egypt -—---T he i 
Lord hath mingled a fpirit of perverfities in the middeft thereof, &c. Efay 19.11, : 
42, 13, I4. $ ` 
Ferje A And thy mighty men, O Teman, | thy Gyants, thy Champions, that 
durft look death in the face upon great adventures in the field : thefe were now 
difmayed, and difpirsted ; their courage was quailed, and even broken with fear, as 
the word fignifieth: fe that as Saul, when the Devil had preached his funerall, 
made hafte and fell with the fulneffe of his fature all along on the earth, as being 
fore afraid, 1 Sam. 28.20, fofhall it bewith the mighties of Teman, that is, of 
Edom: for Teman was nephew to Efan, and fonne to Eliphaz, Gen. 36. and of him, 
fome city, or part of thecountrey took its denomination. The Chaldee and the 
Vulgar Latine take the word Teman appeliatively, and render itthus. Thy mighty 
men fhall perifh fiom the South: or, thofe that dwell co the Southward of thy coun- 
trey, and fo are more remote trom the Northern Chaldees ; yet they fhall no fooner 
hear of their coming, but tiey fhall tremble, and forget their proweffe. 
tothe end tkacevery one of the moant of Efau may be cut off by flanghter.| Heb. 
every man, be he never fo manly, and magnanimous. Of the mount of Efax) of 
Idamex, which wasmountaneous, and therefore fitly called Seir, that is, rough and 
rugged, may be cut off by flanghter. | fo that they fhall live by fame onely, and 
hardly chat. 

Virfe 10. Far thy violence againft thy brother Jacob, | For thine open violence, i 
thine iniquity, rapine, injury done by force, and in publike view, fet upon the top of a aa 
a rick , that aji might behold it, Ezek. 24. 7. l who liveth by i 

againft thy brother, `) chine own mothers fonne, Pfal. 5o. 20. Thisisnofmall rapine Levit, ' 
aggravation of thy fianc, thatitis i» germanum Jaeob, thy neareft Allies. Edom 11.10, 
had other finnes nor a few: bur this was the chief, and is therefore here and elfe- 
where chiefly alledged, as the caule of their utter ruine, Ezech. 25. and 35. Amos x. 
Mal. 1. Nothing is more hatefull to God then unnaturalneffe.. A brother is born 
for adverfity, Prov. 17.17. his birth bindeshim to it: and hee muft firft offer vio- 
fence to bimiclf, that is unkind to his diftreffed brother : he muft tear the diGates 
of nature out of his own heart. And however at other times brethren may jarre 
and jangle: yetata ftrait, and ina ftreffe, good nature (if there be any remains 
of it) wil work: and good blood will not belie it felf: Ifrael was charged for this 
caufe not to abhor an Edomite, becaufe he was his brother, Dent. 23.7. and yet the 
Edomitesufed them as difcourteoufly in their paflage to Canaan, as the Moabites 
and Ammonites did, Nam. 20. 20, a1. they were alfo their perpetuall enemies, and 
of a devilith vindictive fpirit toward them, to the very laft: hence their enfuing 
doom. a 

foame fhalicover thee, | for thy violence covering thee as a garment, and for thy 
pride compaffing thee as a chain, Pfal. 73.6. The face of fuch as are afhamed is 
wont to be covered with blufhing, the blood flufhing co the outward parts to 
relieve them, and, asit were, co hide their fhame. Hence the Hebrews fay, that 
thofe that bluth for fhame, are covered with fhame, Mic.6.10, Pfal. 69.8. and 
35-26. and 109.17, 29. Job 18.22, Thofe that frame the counfelof the poor, be- 
caufe the Lord is bis refuge, Pfal.14. 6. Shall themfelves be covered with confufion 
here, aud be raifed up at lait day to hame and everlapting contempt; Dan. 12.2, 

And thou fhalt be cut off for ever. > 


cBteruum, ex ima decifns ftirpe, peribis. 
Efay prophcieth the fame irreparable ruine to Edom, chap. 34. 10.and fo doth 
Excchicl, chip. 35. 9. That which /eremy {peaketh of feventy years continuance 
only of their terving the kmg of Babel, chap. 25. 11. it is not meant of an end of 
their captivity, butof the scéyiqnifs Monarchy. 
S Verfe ir. 


An Expofition on 


COO a a e eea. 


- Shen Spe kp ee 
Ferfe11. In the day-that thou ftoodeft on the other fide, | Over-anent ; curions] 
eying, and malicioufly promoting, by thy virulent tongue, and violent hands, the 
downfall of Ifrael. Nemo curiofus guin malevolus, faith an Ancient. Thefe Edo. 
mites fed their eyes with their brethrens miferies , as with a pleafanr fpe@acle 
Ac firft perhaps, they were onely lookers on: but afterwards they food 4g ain thers 
in baitcl (when they faw them worfted ) and took part with their cnemies, See 
Effh. 8. 2. Pfal. 9, 6. Eph. 6, 11. The Samaritanes afterward ferved them in 
like fort, as Jofephus reporteth: efpecially when Antiochus tormented the Jewes 
they wrote to him to excufe themfelves as no Jews ; and (offering him their Service) 
bafely itiled him, Antiochus the mighty God. z 
Xa the day that the frrangers carried away captive, &c.] Edoms malice is here 
aggravated by the circumftance of time they took to exprefle it: viz. when Gods 
people were at work, and when their extreme mifery fhould have moved pity. This 
was a Dog-like, Devil-like practife, to fall upon thofe thar are down before 3 to adde 


sifjlittion to the afflitted, Pfal. 69.26. to pufh the wounded out of the heard, as they, 


fay Decr do. Of fuch barbarous and favage ufage David oft complaineth, and 
Job, and Jeremy and Fefus, Pfal.22. fuch fhall one day cry out at Gods barre,as fo. 
fepbs brethren did, Gen. 42. 21. and finde no mercy, Jam. 2. 21. no more then 
crucll Haman did, Efth. 7. it being juft with God to fet off all hearts trom him 
who had been fo unreafonably mercileffe. This Job well knew, and therefore fo 
ftudioully purgeth himfelf of this hainous wickedneffe, chap. 31.29. Assfonins alfo 
out of Pitaceys Myrelenans afirmeth him to bee a beaft and worfe, thac maketh 
himfelf merry in another mans mifery. The beattlieft among bruit creatures, even 
fwine, feem to be aifected with the out-cries of their kind. Men onely, more brui- 
tith chen they, triumph in the calamities each of other, and are not moved with 
their ont-cries, albeit as bitter as that of Hezekiah, Efay 38. 14. O Lord, 1 am op- 
preffed, help me. This Solomon calleth oppreffion of an high nature, Eccle/. 4.7. Sge 
Pfal. 142.4. 

and forreiners entred inte bis gates, | having taken the city: then did the Edo- 
mites fet fire to the Temple, 2 E/dr. chap. 4. verf: 45. Citizens ina fiege fortifie 


their gates, and defend them to the utmoft ; for if the gates bee gained, che cityis | 


loft: as it was at Jernfalem, and asit had like to have been at the city of Coccinum, 
in the Ifland of Lemos, which the Turks had furprized on the fudden,but that they 
were happily prevented by the courage of one Marulla, a maiden of that city,who 
fecing her father flain in the gate, took up the weapons that lay by him > and, like 
a fierce Amazon, notably revenged his death, defperatly fighting in defence of her 
countrey, with thofe few that were in the gate at the firft. and fo kept the Turks 
out, untill the reftof the citizens, moved with thealarm, came to the gate. 

and caft lots upon Jerufalem, | i.e. upon the plunder of Jerufalem : according 
to the cuftome of old fouldiers, Num. 26. 56. See this fulfilled, 2 King. 24.and 25° 
See allfo more of this practife, Nab. 3.10. Joel 3.3. and how grievous it is to the 
ingenious, hear Andromache, 


O folix nna ante alias Priameia virse, 
Hoftilem ad tumulum, Troie {ub monibus aitis 
Jaffa mori, que fortitas non perenlit zilos, 
Nec vittoris heri tetigit captiva cubile. 


Even thon waft as one of them. "] The ensphafis lieth in the word Thos: asin that 
of Julins Cafar, beholding Brutus among the Confpiratours that: took away his life: 
What ? Thou my fonne Brutus? Even Thon, brother Edom, whom we {pared in our 
paffage thorow the wilderneffe; when we deftroyed other Nations, Dent. 2. T hot, 


who haft from David's dayes ( for moit parc ). been our vaffall and tributary. Fie-' 


vom applieth this to Heretikes ; AZercer to that Arch-heretike Antichrift, an utter 
oppofite to Chrift, yer a pretended friend ( as was Indas ) a fervant of Gods 
fervants (if you’le beleeve him ) but a moft bloody perfecutour of the Church, 
in whofe ruines he yetrevelleth, and will do, till ChrifÈ fhall punifh him, with sss 
Sore, ard grear, and [trong Sword, Efay 27.1. and dung his vineyard with the flefh 
of that wild-bore. l f 


Ferfe 13, 


Caleb ements, 


the Prophecie of Obadiah. 299 
~ Verfeir But thon foouldeft not have looked on the day, | Unleffe it were with 
weeping eyes. Jjfdem quibns videmus oculis flemus. Men have the fame organ of 
fecing and of Weeping = that when they behold a dolefull object, they might weep 
over it: notas the Crocodile doth over the dead body which fhe had flain before, 
and afterward devoureth: but with true tears of compaflion, weeping with thofe 
that weep. God takes it illhere, that any fhould once look upon his afflicted peo- 
ple, unleffe ic be to pity and relieve them. He obferved Cains lowring upon hi 
brother : andthe Jewes wagging their heads, Mat.27.39. Rabjbakehs lofty looks,s Gen.31.2 
Efay 37. 23. Labans change of countenance, &c. Men may not look at Liberty, 
and asthey lift. Fulta fepe leditur charitas. Itwasnot for nothing therefore, that 
in Queen Elizabeths dayes, at a meeting of the borderers in the Marches, betwixt 
England and Scotland, about goods unjuftly taken, fecurity was given and confir- Cam Eliab, 
med on both fides by oath, ( according to cuftome ) and proclamation made, that %9- 
no man fhould harme other, by word; deed, or Zook. ; 
when he became a franger, ] and fellunder a frange panifoment, as Fob {peak- 
eth, chap. 31.3. thatis, a rare and unheard of thifery, 20nftrofim exilim, Tremel- 
dius rendreth it. This was threatened, 2 Chron. 7. 21. and accordingly fulfilled, 
Lam.1. 9. 1frael became the worlds wonderment, a famous inftance of Gods fe- 
verity againft a people of his wrath, and of his cuzfe. Aben-Ezra rendreth it, fn 
his jtrange day, fuch as he had never feen the like before. Others, when ke was ba- 
nilbed Ins own borders, and became a Stranger at home : when God feemed to look 
{trange upon him, and to ftand aloof, or as aman aftonied, that knows not whe- 
ther he had belt help or no, asa mighty man that cannot fave, Jer. 14.8, 9. Jobn Ass dy Men, 
Baptist was beheaded in prifon without any law,right, or reafoh, as thonghGod had 1423. 
kuowa nothing at all of him, faid that Martyr. 
neither foouldeft thon have rejayced over the children, &c. ] For this is to bee fick 
of the devils difeafe, cmyaipexaxia, and fuch are affured, that they fhall notgo un- 
punifhed, Prev. 17.5. Cod will foon fee it, and be difpleafed, and turn the current 
of his wrath, upon fuch an offendour, Prov. 24. 18. as he did here upon Edom, 
for looking with Gking onthe calamity of his brother, for rejoycing at the down- 
fall of his enemy. 
Neither foonldft thou have [poken proudly. | Heb. Magnified thy mouth bluftering 
and breathing out big threats, fetting up thine horne on high and faying, Rafe ir, 
rafe it, even tothe foundation thereof, Plal.137. 7. 


Gen. 4.5, 


Diripite, ex imis evertite fundamenti. : Buchanan, 


Such a Pyrgopolynicas was Nebuchadnezzar, Efay.10.13. and Alexander the great, 
and Antiochas, that little Antichrift, Dan.7.8. and that great Antichrift of Rome, 
bellowing with his bulls, and menacing hell to all that adhere not to him. See Rev. 
13.5, 6. anda like phrafe to this, Ezek 35.13. 

Verfe 13. Dhow fhouldeft not have entered intothe gate, &c.] But have looked 
upon them as my people, though under a cloud of calamity ; which will foon blow 
over. To exter therefore into their gates for prey, and {poil, is to burden your felves 
with that burdenfome ftone, that fhail break you: to drink of that poifonous cup that 
fhall bane you : to lay your hands upon that barth of fire, that will burn you,Zech, 
1?:2,3,6 Look to it, hands off, keep you farre from fo evil a matter, left it prove as 
that gold of THoloufe, a mischief to all that meddle with it. 

thot Pvouldest not have looked, `| See Verfe12. The repetition fhews the hainonf- 
nefle of the finne, The Holy Ghoft doth not open his mouth in vain (whatever Job 
did, chzp.36. 16. ) nor multiply words without reafox. 

Ta the day of their calamity. | This is thrice mentioned : to thew how fenfible 
God was of this favage dealing of theirs with his poor people, who now lay under 
the ftrokes and ftripes of a difpleafed mercy. The Hebrew word here rendred cale 
raitie, fignifiech a fog, vapour, or mistie cloud, Gen. 2. 6. Iob 36.27. and bya Me- 
taphor, it is put for affi@ion and mifery, as it is alfo in Latine. 


Aurum Thos 
kofanum, 


Ovid, 


A . f ; Ath 
Tempera fi fuerint nubila, folus eris, andfe 


Nubecula eft cita tranfibit . faid chat Father. 
Forfa ig. 


a 

Verfe 14. Neither faouldeft thom have ftood inthe crofs-way| To intercept thofe 

poore fugitives. who fonght to fave themfelves by flight, fith they could not by 
fight. Butalaffe, : 


Virg. Una falus vittis, nallam [perare falutem. 


Seeking to fhun the fhelves, they ran upon a rock. Mifcheivous Edomites way- 
laid them: and cither flew them,or drew them back to prilon,as in the next words. 
neither lhouldeft thou have delivered up| Or fout up clofe prifoners the Refidue, 
Heb: Serido ( the fame almoft with the Exglifh, the letters only tranfpofed ) 
thofe poore few that were yet undevoured by the fword. This was greateft cru- 
elty ofall: And fee the Edomires progreffe in it, and what Proficients they prove, 
Nemo repente fit deterrimus. Sin proccedes by degrees: neither is any man at his 
wort at firit. Firft they éooked at the churches calamity, and then they Laughed, 
and then they éxfsslted and {poke big words, and then they plundered, and laitly they 
butchered fome, and imprifoned other fome. Did not Gods enemies do ali this 
amongft us, in our lare unnaturall commotions? wherein, befides the many maf- 
cres made every where, it wasa like difficult thing, in thofe parts where they 
preva:led, to find a wicked man in their prifons, or a good man out of them, 

Verfe 15. For the day of the Lord is near Gc. | The wicked plotteth againft the 
jaf, and gnafoeth upon him with his teeth. The Lord foal laugh at him : for he feerh 
that bes day is coming Pfa. 37. 12, 13. the particular day of his tore punifhment, 
atype and pledge of the generall judgement, that great day of the Lord, as itis” 
called Rev, 6. 17. and 16. 14. becaufe the great God will on that day do great 
works, and determine great matters, Jed. 19. Butas fome mens fins go before to 
judgement, (as itwere, by a {peciall feffions preceding and anteverting the great 
Affifes ) fo thouid Edom, andhis neighbour Nations taft all of Nebuchadnezxars 
cup and whip Jer. 25. and this day is faid to be neere upon them, though it came 
not of above an hundred yeares after: fo is the comming of Ch-iftro Judgement 
necre, though we prefume not to fet the time as fome have done, decerving and 
being deceived. 

as thou haft dene, it foall be done to thee} God loves to retaliate, and to oppofe 
frowardnefie to frowardnefle P/al. 18. 26. contrariety to contrariety Levit. 26. 

18. 21. feverity to cruelty,as he did to Adonibezek, Agag, Zeba and Zalmunna 
J”4a. 8. 19. and Edom here, and Ezech. 35. And the heathens held this but mect, as 
appeareth by their fables and fturies of Phinens 


Quid fodis immeritis natis [ua lumina, Phinen? 
Orid Pena reverfura eft in caput ipfa tanm. 


Fuftumeft ax SO OF Diomedes king of Thrace, caftby Herculesto be devoured by his own dogs 
Rhadaman- which he had fo oft fed with mans fiefh. The like might be faid of Perils and 
thus quod quis his brazen bull, whereof himfelf had the handfell, Herein they taid no other thing, 
iniwftéalits then what God had in the old law decreed Levit. 24. 19. and Chrift in the New 
peed hath confirmed Mat. 7. 2. for a terrour to evill-doers, who fhalt have /ike for 
pet like returnedunto them, and be filled with their own wayes Prov. 14. 144 Sec Lam. 
Ethic.  4.21.The Rabbbines conceive all this to be fpoken of the Romanes( whom they call 
Edomites ) Sure we are God will be even with that Romija Antichrift, and render 

him his own in kind,when he once takes him in hand,as Rev.18.6.&¢, Rev. 1 3: 10. 

Verfe 16. For as ye bave drunk upon mine boly mountaine | As you O Edomites, 

have rejoyced and revelled in the ruines of Zion, caroufirg ond carolling in her ca- 

Jamity, fo fhall many nations, and you among, yea above the reft ( for your exe 

ceflive perfidy and cruelty ) drink deeply of the cup of Gods fury, which hath eter- 

nity to the bortom. l 

and they foal be as though they had not been) This claufe makes againft that other 

{enfe that fome fet upon the text,viz. The Heathen fhali drink, feaft,and triumph over 

thee, O Edom, whom they have fubdued : yea they fhall drink fo ftoutly that 

they {hall fivallow thee up, and all thy fubftance, leaving thee nothing Preter 

celum © cenni, as that Roman prodigall boafted hehad done to himfelf. Their 

expofition 


na. 
we 
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ibe Props of Obadiah. yu 


- expofition feeméth more ‘probable, who here besins-the Confolatory: part of the 


Prophefie?“atid make this ver/e añ Apap phe to the’aMitted Tews thus: Likeas ye Aben- Ezre 


my people have drank your pare of ihe cipot affliction: (ah ordinary Metaphor, Mra? 
notin Scripture onely, as Ezek. 23. 372. “Ter. 49. 13i Mat. 20.23. butalfo in Hea- Levels, 
then Writers, in allufion perhaps to the cup of poyfon given'at Athens to Male. Yares. 
fattours, of ( as fome think ) ro the manner of their: feafts whereat the Sympofiarch, 
orruler of the feaft ( Joh, 3.) gave order what, and- how much, every one fhould 
drink ) fo fhallall the Heathen drink, and that continually: yea they fhall not or- 
ly fip of the top, that which is {weeteft and cleareft ; but the dregs and fediment 
too, they fhall both drink and fwallow down; till fach time asit hach wholly fwals 
lowed them up, fo that they fhall be as though they had not been. See for confir- 
mation of this fence, Ier. 25. 25, and 49. 12, . And pray for the ruin of Rome, fo 
long fince foretold by Sibylle, Tota eris in cineres, quafi nanquam Rema fuiffes, 
The Prophefie is fulfilled already in Edom; whofe very name is toft, more then _ 
what the Scripture reporteth of them. The Chaldees cut off abundance of them, 
together with the Moabites, Ammonites, and other neighbour nations. After chat, 
Judas Macchabeus, and his nephew Hircanus flew a greatfort of them: and then 
laftly, the Romans and other. Princes rooted them utterly out. See Jofep. Lib. x. 
Antig. cap. 10. 1 Maccab. 5.65. 2 Mac.10. 16,32. i : 
Verfe 17. But upon Mount Zion fhall be deliveranse,| God will turse againe 
their captivity as the Slreames in the South. He ftirred up the fpirit of Cyrss to fend 
them home: he reftored unto them both Religion and Liberty : he did all thay 
could be done for them, by fending his Son amongft themin the fulnefle of time, 
made of a woman, Ge. made alfo unto all his people, wifdome, righteon{nelfe, fan- 
ification, and redemption, 4 Cor. x. 39; Jefus hath delivered tis fo the wrath ta 
come, 1 T'hef.1.10. Neither is there any other Name, whereby heaven is to be had à 
but onely by the Name of Jefus. ean A Sie a 
and there fiall be holineffe, } Holineffe tothe Lord,’ as Zach. 14. 20. See the 
Notesthere. All the Lords people fhallbe an holy nation, 1 Pet. 2. 9. Every inha~ 
-bitant of the city of God fhal! be partake of ‘helineffe, -both imputed and impar, 
ted; that, for jn/tification, being inherent in Chrift, imputed to us; this, for fana 
ification, imparted by Chrift, inherent in us, ab. i 
and the honfe of Jacob foall pofefe their polfeffions. | ‘They returning from Ba- 
bylon fhall not onely recover their own: poffeffions,out of the hands of the Edomites, 
Samaritans, and Syrians, by vertue of an Edit from king Darius; butthey thal. 
alfo poffeffe the Edomites themfelves, and their territories: when converted tothe 
faith of Chrift, they thall bring their wealth uiito the Church, and (Cas it is faid of 
Tyrm, Efay 23. 18. ) feed and clothe therewith the Saints of God. i oe 
| Verfe 18. And the honfe of Jacob fhall be a fire, Xè] The honfe of Facob arg 
the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin : the honfe of Jofeph are the ten tribes of If- 
tacl, whereof Ephraim was the head. The fence is this, thofe two tribes, toge-. 
ther with fuch of the ten as joyned themfelves to them, éicher before, or after the 
captivity, fhall invade Idumea, burn it, and fubdue it, as fire doth sable fully 
drie, This -was done by Hircanss, and Judas Macchabens, who compelled: the 
Edomites-to bee circurncifed : and fo wholly poffeffed thofe parts, thar there were. Sofeph.r 
not any reliques of them remaining ; no not fo much as one 7vespbe@- (as the Sep- Anty, 3: 
tuagint render it ) or, avppie@- (ás fome read them, ) any to ¢arry corn after the : 
tamp, or fire before ‘ir, according to the cuftome of the Greeks and Eaftertings : 
which torch-bearer might as ditele bec violated, as an Embaffadour ; but here, hee - 
ould bee-cut off with the reft, and not fo much as a meffenger left to relate the 
overthrow. The Edomites were fo utterly rooted out by Hircamus , that they 4lexaé Aly. 
thenceforth ceafed to bee Edomites, and became Jews. Thofe of them that were 15 cx a 
fonverted, by the preaching of the Gofpel, ceafed to be either Edomites or Jewes; 
and became Chriftians. The Apoftles burning with the zeal of Gads glory, and: 
‘love to mens fouls, devoured and wafted the infidelity, idols, and vices of the Gen- 
tiles, where-ever they came preaching. Hence Chryfoftom faith, Peter was a man. 
\ Wade all of fire, walking among ftubble: Pad was infatiabilis Dei cnttor, an infay 
Hable fervgne of Chritt. And to the like purpofe ig was, that ro ane that defired: * 
t9 know what kind of man Bafil was, it isfaid, there was prefentedin adream a 
: l i Ce i ` pilla 
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pillar of fire, with this Motto, Tali- eff Bafilius, Such an one is Bafil. And old x 
Latimer, when he was demanded the reafon.why fo little powerfull preaching ? an- 
fwered, Deest ignis, the {park of the fpirit iswanting. . Howbeit this Prophecy, as 
it began to be fulfilled at:firft by the Apoftles, and the Apoftolicall.perfons thar 
came after them; foit is daily, and fhall be continually tothe worlds end fulfilled 
by the faithfull preachers of Gods holy word, who are clothed with a {pirit of judge. 
ment and of burning, Efay.4 4- and out of whofe mouth proceedeth fire, Rev. 11,5. 
to purge the gold, and to confume the ftubble. f N 

Verfe 19. And they of the South foal poffeffe the mount of Efen, | Thofe of she 
South, that is, the tribe of Judah. For Judea was divided into five parts, Jof.1y. 
whereof one was Southward, toward the coaft of Edom, ver. 21. Another was ia 
the vale or plain, near-unto the Philiftines, ver. 33. Here then Obadiah fheweth, 
that the Jews fhall not onely recover their ancient inheritances, but alfo much en» 
large the fame: whereby he fignifieth, that the Church of Chrift thall grow fo very 
great, that Jewry fhall be too narrow for them (fee Zach: 10. 10.) the ancient 
bounders fhall not receive them. See Num. 24. 17- Efay 11.14. The Gofpel was 
foon fpread, not onely to the neighbour nations, but to all che ends of the carth: 
the Edomites, Philiftines,&c. are onely mentioned, as being better known and more 
adverfe to the Jews, then other nations were. 

and they of the plain, the Philiftines,] i.e. thofe five Lordthips,Gath,Gaxa, Af, 
calon,Ekron.and Azotgs, all which countrey (called Savona,Actso. ) Augustus gave 
to Herod the A/calonite ; and, after his death, to his fons ; dividing it into Tesrare 
chies Luke 3.1- ; 

and they fhal! pofi ffe the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria, ] All which 
Hircanws fubdued, and deftroyed their Temple built in mountGarizim. 

and Benjamin foal poffeffe Gilead, ] thatis, fhail propagate and extend his ha- 
bitation beyond Iordan: arid in refpect of his exceeding great multitude, fhali be 
compelled to hold and poffeffe Gilead, .all the countrey betwixt Iordan and mout 
Libanus. Thus Hierons with the Hebrew Scholiafts, and many others : who doalfo 
note, that under thefe earthly felicities hgavenly are defcribed : and thatall this is. 
chiefly accomplifhed under Chrift, when as the faithfull are made heirs and lords of 
all chings by Him, who is their Head. See Ezek. 37. 16,0¢c+ 

Verfe 20. And the capsivity of this hoft of the children of Ifrael, cc. ] i.e, the 
multitude of the Jews carried captive to Babylon, returning at length into their 
own countrey, fhall poffeffe all-the places of the Canaanites, all che Maritine cities, 
all the tra@ of ground as farre as Sarepta, which is betwixt Tyre and Zidon, there- 
fore called Sarepta of Ziden, 1 King. 17.19. Here dwelt the Canaanites, whom 

Asher could not expell, Pudg. r. 31, 32. See Mat. 15, 22. 

and the captivity of Jerufalem which is in Sepharad, | that is, either in fomeci- . 
tie of Afyria, or in the utmoft bounds of the Babylonifh dominion, (as fome in- 
terpret the word Sepharad, by taking it afunder ) or as farre as Aphared, ( fo the 

Septuagint) that is, Eapbrates. The Hebrew Doctors, as by Canaanites here, they 

underftand the Dutch, and by Zarephath, France, fo by Sepharad they will needs 
have Spain to be meant, fubdued fay they by Nebuchadnezzar, after other his great 
conquefts, and by him planted with Iews, carried captive from Ierufalem, With 
fuch bold and frivolous fancies do thefe poor deluded creatures fondly feed them- 
felves. They are generally light, aeriall, and fanatical brains, faith One: aptto 
work themfelves into the fools-paradife of a fublime dotage. ‘They not onely expe 


Blonnts vagt. a corporall reftitution to their own countrey, but alfp a foveraignty over all other 
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nations, and poffeffion of their Provinces, faith Another: they beleeve that the 
Meffias is not yet come, becaufe the Chriftian Empire is not yee deftroyed : and 
therefore they pray daily for the overthrow of the Roman Empire. Out ofthe Ealt 
it is that they expec their Meffiah, whither the Spanifh Jews fled, ( when they 
were banifhed ) and are exceedingly multiplied : for chofe do they hold to be this 
captivity of Iers/alem here mentioned, viz. of the tribe of Iudah ; and the other 
in Germany, and Italy, to be of the tribe of Benjamin: who in honour of the more 

_ noble tribe, and to correfpond with chem the better, do learn the Spanifh Tongue: 

“which thofe till retain, in hope, belike, to be one day Lords of that large and rich 
countrey. 


Shall 


` 


the Prophecie of Obadiah. 
rR a 
Shall poffeffe the cities of the South.) i. e. thall : 
cities and provinces. And this Prophefie of recovering th eee anaes 
ken in afpiritdall fence: andit imporceth, that all-thofe.that are Lf, eji to be ta- 
lew maly a flee tothe Chugch of Chrift, Ron ò: sae os indeed, 
Verfe 21. And Saviours foall come up on monhe Zin 1 T a 
Hircanns inthe Mffory: as inthe myfterse, the Apolles atten ee ens, and 
nifters, who are here and elfewhere called Saviors va very $i R: ies Mi- 
God maketh nfe of their Miniftery (as he doth likewife of the An eae h au 
of them that areheirs of falvation, Heb. 1.14. and'by theif helis Hati ne good 
e Hence thofe expreffions, 1 Tim. 4.16. thou fhalt fave th felf and thole 
: at hear thee, Ians. 5.20. he fhall fave a foul from death. Iob 33 A Deli hi : 
rom going downto the pit: -I have received a ranfom. See alfo Aic. 6 Indi p 
pa 3. ieee ki -and tare ret Minifters bepce learg their dite a ne 
G municated to. thèm many offhi ‘moft cable titles. 
a Ligh of the moi, Daw, Pfr, aaa ga honounable ciles 
anes Piep] EA ( p therefore it followeth in the clofure of this honett: 
q Wicult Prophet, the kingdom halt ? i 
is the fole both Soveraign and St Sher bea nag Cua ea ea properly fed diein 
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to judge the mossi of Efau,] Antichri ith hig adhere dead eae. x 
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to judge 
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COMMENT. 
EXPOSITION 
Upon the Prophefie of | 


JONAH. 


Cuar., L 


ap Ow the word of the Lord came Heb. And the Word | 
For with chat particle Asd, the Hebrews fometimes 
begin a difcourfe, as Ezek. 1,1. Levit. 1.1, ancele- 
gancy proper to that tongue. Howbeit Hago Car- 
dinalis maketh this And, not an inceptive particle, 


the Prophets mind. Others conceive it to be conti- 
nuative of fome other hiftory not now extant: or 
at leaft connexive of this hiftory with the courfe of his ordinary calling , and 
Prophetike employment among the ten tribes, to whom he prophefied together 
bKing.x4.25, With Hofea, Amos and others, but with little good fucceffe, in the reigne of /ere- 
eam the fecond, a Prince more profperous then pious.’ /onab prophefied of his 

profperity, and victories: whereof when no good ufe was made by the honfe of If- 

rael; their calamity and captivity was likewife foretold by Hofea, Amos, and Efay: 

and hence fome conclude, that Johas was the firft of allthe Prophets, whofe writings 

are extant: For he lived, fay they, before the battell of Joab King of Irael with 

ne Syrians, about the end of the life and prophef.c of Elifba, 2 King. 13.14, &c. 

and 14. 25. . 

unto lonah the fonne of Amittai,} Tench fi; lifieth a Dove, but Isżah had too 

little of the dove in him: plennsenim fuit effraratis motibus, faith One, as paflio- 

Tuber. nate aman of an honeft man, as you have - lightly heard of, faith Another, Whe- 
D.Harris ther he was chat mad fellow (as thofe much more mad Captains called him, 2 King. 
: 9. 11. ) that was fent to anoint Jebs, or elfe the widow of Sarepta’s fonne, raifed 
by Eliah, (as the Hebrewes will’have him to be ) 1 have not to fay. But that hewasa 

fervant of the Lord, we finde, 2 King. 14. 25. and a type of Chrift, Mar. 12.40. 
Augifiine. concerning whom he prophefied, non tam fermone quam fun quadam pafficue, far 
eg es more 


but a copulative to many other things that werein - 


ri eee oe B 


Cuar.t. the Propbecie of Jonah. | jes 


Le - 
more plainely, then ifhe had by voice foretold his’ death and refurrection, And ` 
whereas the Grandcesand Potentates of the world get them agreat name by the 
death and danger of many others ; _ Jonas bis omnibas fuperior eft, faith an Interpre- 
ter, Jonah furpaffeth them allin this, that by his fermonat Ninivch he preferved 
that great city, wherein were fo many thoufand perfons, and fo much cattle chap. 
4. 11. That he was called and fent thither by God, itappeareth by this text, and ecol. in ke, 
Occolampadius obfervethit. He was not, faith he, of thém that run before they 
arc fent; butbeing fent, herefufcd to run, becaufe of the hardneffe of tthe task lajd 
upon him. asdid likewife Mofes'and Jeremy, till better tutoured.. There is leffe 
ı danger in refifing torun when fenr, then in running unfeat. But When God cal- 
,icch a man to the miniftcry, Ier hini notdoubr or defpond, thoughat firt he find 
* not fo much incouragement. Magna femper fecerint, qui Deo vocante docuerunt, 
faith Lather. They have alwayes done great things that have followed Gods call, 
as did Jozas at Niniveh, and doth ftillinthe Church of God: for among others, 
Cyprian that famous Martyr confeffech, thathe was converted from idolatry and 
Necromancy, by hearing the hiftory of the Prophet Joras vead-and expounded to 
him by Cecilies, whom he thenceforth called nove vire parentem, the facher of his 
chriftian life. 
Verfe 2. Arife, go to Niniveh| Hec eff vocatio Propheta faith Occolampadins : 
This was the Prophets call, which he fhould have obeyed without hacking or 
fhucking. delayes or difputes, conferring, or confulting with fich and blood 
(Gel, 1. 16. Trocitis, that in humane governments, where-reafon is hut out, 
there tyranny is thruft in. Asin the Papacy ( where the whore fitteth upon them 
Rev. 17. 1. thatis, ufech them vilely and bately ; fittech upon their conf{ciences, 
as Rache? did upon her fathers images ) though their fuperiours command the 
Friars a voyage to China or Pere, without difpute or delay they muft prefently fer 
forward: to detra& or difobey in this cafe is held breach of vow, equall to facri- 
ledge: This is intolicrable tyranny. But where God calleth or commandeth ( as 
ı here, ) to aska realon, is prefumption; to oppofe reafon, is rebellion. Pasz 
duft not bur be obedient to the heavenly vifion AF. 26. 19. „Jonah declihed his 7 somsa 
Apoftlehip (asa Father calleth it ) but it bad like to have colt hima chosking: 7g#Ticuzo. 
whereof when in danger, he could confeffe that They that obferne lying vaniryes (as Fornela. F 
he had doncto his colt ) forfake their own mercy, are milerable by their own electi- e8 SF 
on. As for the expreffion here ufed, Arife £0, itis hortantis particula, O Pudium 
zotat; itis an encouraging and exciting particle, Upand be doing.. Be fervent in 
Spirit, ferving the Lord, Rom. 12. 12. ; 


Shee, Eurepa 


Surge, age, [fumme Pater 


Said Mantuan to the Pope, exciting him to take up armes againft the Turk. There 
isa curfe to him that doeth the work of the Lord negligently Jer. 48. 10. anda 
Commend to do it with all our might Ece/e/- 9. 10. 

Nineveh that great city] Builtby Ninas, and by him fo named: as Adrianople,. 
Conftantinople, Charles-town &c. A great city it was indeed, neverany fo great: 
as confifting of three cities,’ and having more people within the .walles, then are 
now in fome one kingdome, faithan Author. It was fixty miles abour, faith Di- 
odorss Siculus { Bunting faith Alcaire at this day is no lefle 3 Panlus Venceus faith 
Quinfay in Tartary is an hundred miles in circuite, but we are not bound to be- 
leeve him. Te isenough that Cambalu the chicfary thereis 28. miles in compafs ) 
Nineveh was three dayes journy in Jonah’s dayes, fortified witha wallof an.100, . 
foothigh : and that alfo beautified, and befet with 1500. towers, cach of them mR hifi, 
creed to the height of 200. foot. Thus farr Diodorus: who ao tells us that 
this great city received one ruine by the river Zigris, which at an innundatéon 
bral: out upon the wall, and threw down twenty furlongsthereof. Sce Nah.t,9. 
ra lait rar aeien was undertaken and ended by Nebuchadnezzar, as the Jewes in . 
their Chroaologie teftify. Herodotus faith, b Cyaxares, not by Affyages, as ee 
Hievome miftaketh bla If Sardanapalus see king of Nineveh, aie Jonas Hen in Chie., 
cried againft it( as Corn, à Lapide contendeth ) it was much that fach an egregious 
voluptuary fhould fo foon be wrought upon, as chap. 3. But He and his people 

$ Cc 3 oon 


peer oe 
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foon relapfed to their former impiety ; and were therefore deftroyed, as Nihun ` 
} - hadforetold: So thatit may now be faid of Nineveh as once it was of another 
; great city in Strabo, magna civitas, magna Jolitudos That grear city is becomea 
3 greatdefert. See Zeph. 2. 15, It is nothing now buta fepulcher of it felf, alittle 
! - town offmall Trade, where Neftorius his {ectaries have tåken their fhelter, at the 
i - devotion of the Turk. Itis become like that other Niniveh mentioned by Exfebins 
Lib.de ee, 182 0/ parvum quoddam in angulo Arabico oppidum, which isa certain little town 
Ebraic. ņa corner of Arabia. aa — 
; and cry againft ir] Cry aloud with open mouth, and fal! throat, fic clames, xt 
f If.5t.1.  Srentora vincere poffis. The voyce faid Cry: but what fhouldhecry? Cry that 
theic wickednefle is come up before me À fo fome ) but that’s no@all: Cry, as 
Hben-Ezra. chap, 3, 5. Yet forty dayes and Niniveh fall be deffroyed , for their. wicked 
nh iscome &c. their iniquity will be their ruine : tell them fo from me Efa. 31. 
10. II. 
their wickedneffe is come xp before me) Their pride, cruclty and other many and 
boxy fins, as Amos hath it. Of their idolatry weread not, and yer we doubtnot : 
‘they declared their fins as Sodom Ef, 10. 9. they fet them upon the cliffs of 
Jer.3-455- she rocks Ezek. 24. 7, 8. they did wickedly as they could, and filled not only the 
earth with their abominations, but the heaven alfo with the noife and ftench there- 
of,’ to the annoying of Gods fenfes, and the vexing of his fonle; more then any 
filthy drunkard doth thote thacare fober; with his hooting and{pewing. See Gex. 
4. 10, and 18, 20. Rev. 18. 5. with the Notes. . 
Verfe 3. But Jonah rofe up to flee g&c,| i. e, He made halt ( more hak then 
, good {peed ) to difobey God. Homo eft inver[{us decalogus. The naturall man 
ftandeth acroffe to the willof God: being abominable, difobedient, and to every 
good work reprobate Tit. 16 16. Jonas wasa fpirituall maa; and fhould have di- 
{cerned all things 1 Cor. 2. a5. But this ppiritual man was mad Hof. 9. 7. (as 
they that are cured ofa frenfy, willyet have their freakes, and frantick tricks fome- 
times ) he caft offthe yoke, and turned, for the time, runnagate from the Lord; 
who met him at half-turn, and broughe him back againe, though by weeping- 
croffe, Ofthe black-birds dung is made the lime whereby he is taken : fo here. 
They that would excufe Jesas, and fay that he finned not, Dei fcriptis injuriam 
faciunt, faith Lather, they wrong the fcriptures. The belt have their infirmities : 
as the {now:like fwan hath black legs: ahd asno pomegranate is without fome 
rotten graines.: David faw fuch volumes of corruptions, and fo many Errata’s in 
all that he did,that he cries out, ho can underftand his errors ? Cleanfe thor me from 
Jofeph. Amig. fecret faults, Pfal. 19. 12. 
fib. 9,cap. 11. ` to flee unto Tarfoifo| Tarfus in Cilicia, St, Paules countrey Ati. 21. 39. and 
23. 3. rather then the city Tanzin Afrike, as Vatablus will haveit, or the Eaft- 
Indies, asothers, Tarfhife fometimes fignifieth the maine Ocean, as Pfal. 48. 8. 
( whence fome take it here for the fea ) but that may be bya metonymie of the ad- 
junét : becanfe Tarfus Rood upon the Ocean-fhore, and wasa fit haven whence to 
hoife up faile into fundry countries. 
from the prefence of the Lord] Ab ante Domini from the {peciall and {pirituall 
prefence of God wherein he had hitherto ftood and miniftred, For from Gods 
generall prefence ( whereby he filleth all places ) and is ser farr from any one of ss 
A. 17. 27. ( not fo farr furely, as the bark is from the tree, the skin from the 
flefh, or the fieth frem the bones ) Jonas knew he could not fiee. Blind Nature faw 
a and could fay, 


Am. 5.12, 


—————quafcunque accefferis oras, 
w Sab Jove'femper eris. 


: e 
| God isa circle, {aid Empedecles, whofe center is every where, whofe circumfe. 

rence isno where. Why the Prophet fled, many caufes are affigned by Interpre~ 

ters: as Amor patrie, timor bamanns &c. his feate of the Ninevites, his love to 

his Iftaelites, his conceit that it would be to. little purpofe to preach to heathens, 

fith he had prevailed{o littleat home &c. The very caufe was that which we find 


chap. 4. 2. I fled to Tarfhife: for I kaew that thon art agrations God Cc. andl | 


feared, 


Crap, | 


erage fhe tat eg a 
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feared, left I fhould thereupon be couateda falfe Prophet. So mu ‘is of ` 
Se/f found in the beft: who when oncethey are JoL sie of Gods ot her ona l 
run they know not whither, and retum they know not when. i , 
and went down to Toppa) Heb. Japbo; a fea-town inthe tribe of Das. Iof. 19- 
46. diftantabout 50. milesfrom Geth-Hepher ( Jonas histown 2 K ing. 14. 25 j 
which was in the tribe of Zabnlon toward the lake of Tiberias. Sinners are no ; 
ET e ee is ehe poe Hebrew and Greek word for wickedneffe and 
toilefomeneffe. Would finners be at the fame paines for h it bie 
hell, they could not lightly mifs of it. Roa coe fore oe eee 
and he found a foip going toT arfoifh'| They that have a mind to commit fia, fhalt 
cafily meet with an occafion: the Tempter, who fecleth their pulfesand knoweth 
which way they beat, will foon fit thema penniworth: He hatha wedge of gold 
tofet before Achan, aCexbi before Zimri. Indeed it is the juft mans happineffe 
that no evill fhall happen to him Prov, 12. 21. thatis(as Mercer interpreteth 
it) a a ci; © dabitur occafio iniquitat, God fhall cutoff from him the Non canfabi. 
occafion ing- d i i imi bin ' 
K 7 E Pomale blocks out of his way ; either not lead him into aur, aptabituy, d 
Johe paid the fare thereof | Forfanut citins navie folveret : perh : | 
marriners haften the more. fonas might better have sieve. p e Merite, 
Nineveh o fia ot wit is bett when ’tis. boughr, they fay. How many 
t be therc, who perilh at thcir own charge; as Phoci i i è 
aA y ema ge; as m the Athenian payd for the 
_ togo withthem to Tarfhifh from the prefence crc. ]i. e. outof Gods bl i 
into the worlds warme Sun. All wilfùll finners are runnagates Lom the 7AA 
fadligue [unt à corde fuo fugitivi, faith Tertulian: faine they would-alfo run ( if 
they knew how, or whither ) from their own confciences. Butif they belong to 
God, Confcience fhall be awakened to do its office: and they thall one day fa 
wie a T went ont full, and the Lord hath brought me bome againe empty ser 
en ° 5 R » n . A 
ss i ea eis ; came Marah : for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with : 
‘erfe 4. But the Lord fent ont] Heb. caft forth, fe. out of his treafuri 
135. 7. where-hence he fendeth at his pleafure mighty great winds which he (eke 
only e£olus ) holdeth in his ‘fik, hideth in his repofitories, checketh themas he 
fecth good, weighs them in his hand Zob 28. 25. fends them out as his Potts 
makes them pace orderly, appoints them their motion, whether as meflengers of 
Sheer r 13. Gen. 8. a ae + 21. or as executioners of jaftice Exod. 10 
- dob 1. 29. hurting mens houfes, cattle, corn, perfons : i ine 
the wicked into hell Tob 27.21. i i es ee A 
a great Wind into the fea) whither they that go down in thips fee God 
wonders inthe deep. For he conmmandeth and raifeth the ftornsy ia which lieth 
ag the. waves thereof ce. Pfa. 107. 23, 24, 25. &c.. Did itnot foina marye» 
ous manner here in 88. and againe in that other 88. fome few yeares fince ? Had 
not Jchofaphat his fhips broken at, Ezion-geber 1 King. 22. 48. and Charles the 
fifth ap Algeire by two terrible cempefts, which deftroyed almoft all that goodly "al. Max, 
Fleet? The very marriners acknowledged this wind to be an effet of Gods juftice, CP iah 
and refere thought fit to implore his mercy: for i re 
__ there was a mighty tempeh in the fea) which is troublefome of it felfand 
fill; though fomerimes it feemsfo: but by bluftering and big winds is iad 
z z meature troublefome, fuch as was that Aine, Luk, 8. 23, and that Ex- Inborvait man 
he 2a z Act. 27. 14+ which Pliny calleth Navigantinm, Peftem, the marriners Virg. ° 
fothat the Jhip was like to be broken) Heb. thought tobe broken. Gr. was in dan- 
gr to A say : or tient made no other reckoning: they looked upon all as 
ı Jolt. Godreferveth his holy hand for a dead li : ¿ j 
thet ae EER stad ka = or a dea A nfually : and loveth to help thofe 
erfe 5. Then the marriners were afraid, and cryed ever i i 
ry man to his God] Forced 
by E pet neecifity, firft thefe tout fellowes were furprized with fae. neither 
= d they looke pale death in the face with blood ia their cheeks. Death is the 
1 Ring of terronrs Iob 18. 14, Natures {langhter-man, Gods curfe and hels purveyour. 
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~ Next they eryed every man to bisGod. This was aleffon of Dame Natures teaching, 


ondian 


Blunts voy. 
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Serusin 


Georg dib. x. 
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fe. that there isa God, and that this God is to be called upon, and cfpcciallyin 
diftrefle. Thole fooles ofthe peoplethat faid there was no God, could not (when 
hardly beftead) but lonk up to heaven and: cry out forhelp. All people wid walk 
every one in the name of his God Mic. 4. 5. Thefe mariners or falt-mex ( fo called, 
either becaufe they dealt in that commodity, or elfe becaufe they rowed in the fale 
fea ) had their feverall gods, ‘according to their feverall countries, and thefe they 
now called upon, whomtll now perhaps they little enough cared for; {ea-men 
aac not over-pious, for moft part. And yer of the Turkifh mariners I have read, 
that cvery morning they faite the Sun with their genevail fhouts ; anda Pricft 
faying a kind of Lerany, every prayer ending with Macree Kichoos that is, be 
Angels péefent: the people antwer in manner ofathout Homin, thatis Ames. Bur 
itis remarkable, thar thefzin the text, though they cryed every man to his God, 
yet, Ieft they might all miftake the true God, they awaken Jozeb to call upon his 
God.  Thisunceitainty, attending iddlatry, caufed the Heathens to clofe their 
petitions with that generall Dijgre Deeque omnes. But (thirdly) a; they cried to 
their gods, fo (according to that rale Ora & Labora.) 
they caft forth the wares thet were ta the foip\ Not doubzing to facrifice their 
goods to the {cervice of their lives. Shin for fkin, and all that a man hath &c, {o Act. 
27. 18 19, 38. Let us lofe any thing for erernall life Luk. 16. 8. and 9. 25. 
Mat. 18, 8 iufier any hardfhip for heaven : we cannot buy it too deare. A ftone 
will ali down to come to its own place, though it break it felf in peeces by the way: 
fo we, that we may getto our cént:r, which is upward &c. 
bat Jonah was cone down into the fides of the hip) Intothe bottome of ic, bicher 
he had betaken himnfelfbefore the form ; not confidering that God had long hands 
to pull him out of his larking-holes, and bring him to judgement. 
and be lay and was faff afleep' Is likely, that he had nor flept of many nights 
before ( through care, feareand gricf, thofe three valtures that had been gnawing 
upon his inwards ) and therefore now fleepes the more foundly. Or rather it was 


è carnal fecurity ; his heart being hardened by the deccitfulneffe of fin Heb. 3. 13. 


Jer. ro, 24. 


Gen, 20. 


ueg aves 
savdyrevousy” 
Ù od rakes 


Hehad hardened his heart againft Gods feare, and wilfully withdrawn from his 
obedience : hence this {pirituall lethargy, this deep fleep in fin ; not unl:ke that 
of the Smiths dog, whom neither the hammers above him, nor the {parks of fire 
falling roundabout him can awake: though the water-pot and fpeare be taken 
fromthe bolfter, the fecure perfon ftirrs not: though the houfe be on fire over 
his cares, ht {tarts not. Their fenfelefneffe God will cure in his Jonas’s, by fharp afi- 
ı Gions.Cold diteafes muft have hot and fharp remedies. The lethargy is beft cured by 
a burning ague:God will let his prefumptuous people fec what it is to make wounds 
in their confciences, totrie the precioufneffe of his balme : {uch may go mourning 
to their graves. And though with much adoc they get aflurance of pardon, yet 
their confciences will be Rill trembling as Davids Pfa. 51. till Ged fpeake further 
peace, evenas the water of the fea after a ftorm is slot prefently fhill; but moves 
and trembles a good whilc after the ftorme is over. 
Verfe.6. So the foip-maj ‘came nuto him\ God might have come himfelf with 


his drawn {word, ( as Bas»ah and Rechab did upon fleeping Z@bofberh ) and taken . 


offhis head: or have {ent an evill Angei to aroufe him in a fright © or have thrown 
him into the burning lake, as grippa did his dormoufe into the boyling caldron. 
But fuch is not Gods manner of dealing with his people, though he be deeply dif- 
pleafed. Corre& them he will, but With judgement not iz his anger, left they be 
burnt to nothing. Inftru& them alfo he will ( Corrections of inftruction are the Way 
of life Pro. 6.23. )by one meanesor other ; as he did here Jonas by a rude mariner : 
andas long before he had done Abraham and Sarah by Abimelechan Heathen Prince, 
to fhame them an 


what meaneft thon O fleeper | Heb. what’s come to thee? what afenfeleffe u- © 


pidity hath feifed thee. Are weall in danger, and doft thou fleep ? as the Philofo- 


pher ( in danger likewife of fhipwrack ) faid to one that made light of it, Do we 


all ftand upon our lives, and doft thou play the foole? Tbe fphituall fleeper, in 
like fore, may he be bur warme in his own feathers, regards not the danger of the 


honfe. ‘He is faith One,a mere mute and cipker,a nullity in the world, a foperfluity 
: IR 
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Ee a s pa F good for-nothing, or i the branches of 4 
arife, call npon thy God] For our gods will do nothing for us. The gods of the l 4 


heathen aré filver and gold, the work of mens hands ; they have mo 
not, Gc, Pfal. 113. 4» But if Gods Ifrael truft in the Lord, he miler ce 
and their fhield,v.9. Forafmuch as there is noné likeunto him, Jer. 10. 6. peti 
is their Rock as onr Rock, our enemies themifelves being judges; Dent-32 3 I 
if fo be that God will think upon us, | The Chaldee hath it, will be merciful nte 
ms: The Hebrew yon ees wili clear wp, and behold us witha Serene et 
wance ; granting usa calme, and taking care thet we perio nor So fhall ' psec 
fege him to be Haclobim, chat God by an excellency. Qo Elisebedh (thie eos 
Sereniffima) for her merciful returning home certain Italians that were tiken i s 
foners in the 88 Invafion, was termed Saint Elizabeth by fome at Venice: who fo 
affirmed to the Englifh Embaffadour there, that though they were Papifts, yet th ý 
ede bi pray a = orice Saint, but that Saint Elizabeth. hi 
erf. 7- And they faid every one to his fellow when Iénas had now pi 

yet the cempeft continued (for we know that Gal héeareth not fiancee Joon. S oe 
not a David ora Jonah, if he regard iniquity in his beart, Pfal. 66. 18 how thould 

the plaifter prevaile whiles the weapog remains in thé wound ? ) they refolve torr 
another courfe for the fafegard of theives. Man is Liè s qıahČaov, a creature. thee 
would fain live; faid Efop ; and what man is be that defiresh hfe, and loveth many dajes 
that be may fee good faith David,whereunto Aujtin anfwereth, Des vitam non 4 ? 
io wona aa be are of fuch an happineffe ? ‘ ining 

ome and let us caf? lots) And fo put the matter into Gods ha 5. 33 

He difpofeth of lottery, fo it be rightly undertaken, not ora h AeA 

ae 3 


rafhly : but as crafting in God; atid not tempting him. í 
! 
É 


Homi 4 f 


_ that we may know for whofe cane this evil is upon us) Si i É 
mT pee se a oe tomy tenete Staal en “trike Baas ie 
gs, much leffe their children, without a caufe. in i res 

neither doth God punifh his creättirės; till chére be a oe ps es a 

16. Good.therefore is the counfel of the Prophet, Lam. 3. 39 13 rh; is lher ; 

man Jere a man for the panifoment of his fin? Let ue fearch ae trie ie 

aoe (find ont the fin that God {trikes at) and ture again to the Lord; turn ‘and E 

Jo they caft lots, They fhould have alfo prayed,as A. i. œ 6. faying a3 Sant: 
a T an a poe ri g piai pse atfo are band to se TI pax E 
a ey do not, God can get hi j it p Cas the’ 
bn ich a pene ae glory by their prophane lottery; as he 
_ And the lot. fell upon Ponah | Secret fins will out at length, and be | into - 

, judgement, Ecclef. 12. 14. -Sacnli latitia off impunita meqwitia sah te bie Aug: 
nefle of death is paft, faid Agag, but he fourid it otherwife: Jarah thought himfelf 1 Sam.z¢: ae 
out of the reach of Godsrod, Gc. Wicked mens faults fhall be written in thew © -i 
any ; and they forced to anfwer for all at laftwith flames about their ears, W 
a erfe i Tell us, we pray thee, for whofe caxfe, &c.| He confefled not till urged 
Pt neceflitated. Sinne gagges people, and prompts them to hide their faults, as 

am ; orat leaft to mince, extenuate, fhift them upon other perfons and thin s. 
as Eve. Sinne and fhifting came into the world together.; arid Satan, that old 
aT, knowing that there is no way to- purge the foul but upwards “holds tlie 
ie fe, Ar e may. not a it felf, God by this meansis oft put to 

x uft bring the ial; : rdin i 

E sp viiia ora r ne ie efactour to trial; who refùfing ordinary trial, 
i what is thine occupation >`] For that thou haft one, we take it for granted. At A 
ens my man was once a year, at leaft, to give account to the Judges by what art 
eo! a c ae maintained himfelf. By Afahomets law, the Grand Sinior himfelf mufk 
us e manual trade ; Solyman the Magnificent made arrow-heads ; MMaborinet. 
is Ere homo tings for archers, cc. That which the matiners here enquire after 
an S yas occupation be honeft and lawful ? whethef he labosred the 

f g i 5 gea, Eph, 4. 28. For if any man over-rèach or oppreffe his brother iri 

J matter, by the ufe of any ill arts, he fhall be fureto find, tharshe Lord i the 
avenger 
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ra a a a ee the Prophecieof Jonah. gir 
venger of al fuch, 1 Thef. 4.6. though haply they lic out of the walk of humane oo ooo sant et anes 
Safiee, if comes not under mans cognizance. K E This put the Marrinersinto.a great fright. And as all fear hath torment, they could : 

and whence commeft thon > |) Art thou not of an accurfed countrey > and is not not be at quiet, till they had fursher. queftioned him, fying; jv ute 

thy people a people of Gods wrath, as Exg/and was inthe time of the {weating. Why haft thon done this? ]. Lo, he ‘shat. would nat þe fabjed to-Gods command, 
ficknefle, purfuing the Englifh where-ever they came ; which made them like ty isnow liable to che cenfures, conviction, and condemnation of rude barbardus men; 


Lifeog Edw. h feared and avoyded of all nations? How the Jewes are at this da which, being humbled in the fenfe of his finne, hee doth patiently endure without 
GUJ a aT en erectae Pale, is known to all. 1 ay ae dging. "p aneus his Note here is, that concerning themielvesand their own 


e ps | epa ene Bing. l pake nothin rer they think; bug 
what is thy countriy, and of what people art thou? | Notanda brevitas, faith Hie- finnes againft God, thefe good fellowes fpake nothing what ever they z bi 
vome here, Note the brevity of theie queftions, nothing fhiort of thofein Virgil fo demand of the Prophet, why haft thou done this? as if he were the onely mif- 

much admired. a: ` 


oer, -o ; ; 
, s besanfe be had told them] As willing now to give glory to God, and take:fhame 
juvenes que caufa [ubegit aac a ig . tohimfelf: thisis the property of a true penitentiary. See fal. 52. Title ( where | 
- Ignotas tentare vias ? quo tenditis ?inguit, a s David ftands to do penance ina white fheet asit were ) and Angaftines Confefi- 
Quod genus ? unde domo? pusemne hac fertis an arma? ` t ons-Hypocrites deal with their fouls,as fome do with their bodies: when their beau- 


V.rg.4Ene.?i ty is decayed, they defire to hide it from themfelves by falfe glaffes, and from others 
? Note ålfo here, how thefe Pagans proceed not to execution, til] they have fully in- by Pe ; ne they a i Ra E by ergo mial ajs ae 
quired into the matter. This was farre better then that ugly cuftome of fome peo. a tape Saas wher aid ca vie A aa (asiblev fo when God tines 
ı ple in Everope, mentioned by Exeas Sylvius : that if any one amongft them be faf- E ta ae zhen he roafteth them in the fire of his wrath, then if ever, they 
pected of theft, or the likecrime, he is prefently taken and hanged up: Then, three ili confeff "aft themfeives. and: fo aive glory to God fok. 7. 19. by puttin 
dayes after they examine the bufineffe ; andgf che party be found guilty; they faf- will contelte “eer "a i ah ‘tice. ink gt P y G 7. 19. By potting 
_. _ fer bis body there to hang tillit rot down : or if otherwife, they bury him in the P Tks fai y Ep P foal we EN E a E Then 
mapa. ‘ ee ee pas ? ; arta Prophet of the Lord, and knoweft how he may be pacified. Thouartalfothe 
>  Verf.o. And he faid unto them, I am an Hebrew i.e. a true Bcleever, as was hom He urfueth fay what we fhall do to thee to fave our felves from thy 
ga Fen he Patrigri Dy cae. at asd, otter bita, Arim ie TEn, m De aal Feath tbe even Sapeli for a from this Sea, which elfe will foon fwallow us up > 
ied, Gen. 14. 13. T his name of Hebrews, as itwas the ae giyen fo Phe ii he Sea warkctb akd ss Tep Junis fo Kime hi readeth the Text ; making thefe 
Tae HES EEN ODE Ae eae Cee a Ree laft alfo to be che words of the Marriners. Thou feeft that there is no hope, if thine 
a ° eee . . a ed. Wo -unto ns, who fhall deliver us ont of the bands ọ 
eee Sear erie eit sr eis ae a sr Sa soley Gods? Ge i. If chs Sea be he ragefull and rdf as ahd 
hea . ena santa eee ž ; if it thus work and fwell more and more, as we fee it doth, thereby teftifying 
nifter is fervant co the King of heaven, AG. 27.23, (thisthe devilcould not deny, 5%! re, 4 ; 
At. 16. 16,17. ) r he of his a or A ea fervants, of his Wde GH ae dfs ne age ka to execute Gods anger, tell ur what we thall doin 
fing,sbut of the nobleft employment: Minifters are his Stewards, t.mbafladours, Para- E Verfe pa pores faid unto them, | More by Gods inward revelation thon by: 
te Na Eee ane SE De Se anna, CEE rey difcourfe of reafon; not as rafhly offering himielf to deaçh, butas freely fubmit- 
yon OL0m0ns . . B y . ka E hi 
Thich hath made the fea,and the drie land, | This troublefome fea that now fo threat- ing io ie of God, fignified by the Lot that fell upon him, calling far him ço 
neth you: and that drie land which you would fo fain recover. Thefe, with all oe rap and caft me forth into the Seay ] Eximia fides, faith Mercer, Bei 
a their contents, are his creatures: neither did he make chem, and then teave them fore se had Ns repentance, teftified by his conti on with aggravation. Here we 
hg to Fate or Fortune; as a carpenter leaves the houfe he hath built to others, or a have bis faish, wh r chu he triumpheth over death in his moft dreadfull repretenta- 
fhip-wright the hip: but he ordereth and ruleth chem at his pleaiure, and will un- tions, ( Take ata Gp? fl her witha palen Sade and Dood ae alltel 
ipake all E eather ten bie Rip 1 wage help in one feaion, Hal. 124.8. and charity, whereby he chofe rather to die, as a piacular perfon, then cacaufe the 
r 134.3. This was part of Jo”ak» confeflion, and but partof it: for he gold them death of fo many men for his fault. Like unto this was that of Nazianzen, wha 
: : {no doubt) how ill hehad dealt with this great and good God, running away by defired, Jonab-like, to be caft into the Sea himfelf, fo be it all might be calme in the 
eN alth from his mafters fervice, and detrecting his yoak ; and that therefore he was Publike: that of Arbana rhus, who by his fweat and tears, as by the bleeding of a 
juttly apprehended, and adjudged to death. To this purpofe was Jonashis confefli- chaft vine, cured the leprofie of that tainted age: tharof Ambrefe, who was farre 
ine on, que ei falutis fnit exordium, faith Mercer, which.was.the beginning of his fafe- more follicitous of the Churches welfare then of hisqwn; that of Ghryfafome, wha yn F Cory, 
ty and falvation. Now his hard heart is broken, and his dumb mouth’ pened, not faith, That to {eek the publick good of the Church, and to preferre the falvation 7a e6: ý- 
only to confeffe his offence, but to aggravate it: in that being not only an Hebrew of Wor others before a mans private profit, is the moft perfect Canon of Chriftianifme,  “eBaydv>. 
the HebreWwes, a member of the true Church, but a Prophet, a Doctour‘in Ifrael, he - the ver top-sallant of Religion, the bigheft point and pitch of Piety, ` n Ev rad yogda 
fhould deal {o perverfely and perfidioufly. it isa iweet happineffe when fin fwels as’ fo Tell Oa be calme ware Jon | Not elfe: for I have forfeited my life by my ye. éii 
a toad in a mans eyes and he can freely confeffe it in the particulars,and with utmoft difobedience: and my repentance (though true, and fo, te falvation never to be re- x 
aggravation ; laying open al his tran/greffions in all his finnes, as Mofes phrateth it, pented ef ) comes too late, in regard of temporal! punifhments : as did likewife that 2 Cr-#.1a . 
Lev. 16. 21 Affiiction fandtitied will bring a foul to.this, as here it did the Pro-, of Mofes, Deut. 3.26. and of David, 2 Sam. 12. 19..,fach is the venemaus nature 
pher: like herein to that helve Elha caft into the water, that fetcht up the iron of finne in the faints (tts treachery, becaufe againft coyenant ) and fuch is the dif- 
Buse rap inthe BATOM: E: - OS pleafure of God upon it , that he chaftifeth his here, more then any other finners, 
` Ferfe 10. Then were the men exceedingly afraid} Heb. with great fear ; when once Lam. 4.6. Dan. o. 12. and whoever elfe fcape, they fhall be fure of jt, Amos 3-25 
they had heard the bufineffe, and weighed the particulars of his metiage to Nizi- The word here rendred calme, fignifieth filent ; for the Sea, when troubled, roareth, Aea ant 


veh, of his mifcarriage, and of his prefent mifery, together with che danger that hideoufly : fo th is : he painfull it of their laf} 92E: fne 
2 16e, ! > , : ; y + fo thar the roaring of the devils at the painfull preconceit of their lalt aziratio. Exe 
rapa were - for his fake: how much shee for is ae yeas Peal doom of damnation is fet forth by a word that is taken.from the tofling of the Sea, ach. in. Horn 
tothemfclves of farre more and greater finnes then Ioxas had to aniw > ie and the noife thereon, Iam, 2649. The devils beleeve and tremble, or hiver, and Wiad. Hy 
ee udder, with horrible yelliags, ` for 


1 Pet.2,24. 
and 3.18. 


Virg. <Encid. 


Vaftum fulca- 
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Utinam literas 
nefcirem, 


Ovid. Meta- 
mor. 1,8, 


Eut Suyiv- 


Caligula, 


Ovid. Metam, 
Nec horret- 

šratum mare. ` 
Horat. lib.epod 
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-c Én Expofitron: on | Chàr,k 


: “far I know yhat ‘for my fake, this tempeft is upon you: If Jonah were atypeoe 


Chrift, in that being caft into the.Sea, a calme followed : yet herein hee differed, 
that Chrift fuffered not for his own offences, ‘but bore our finnes in bis own body on the 
tree, and died, the juft for the unjxft. a oe eat 
` Verfe 13.-Nevertheleffe the men rowed, | Heb. digged: for fo they that row feem 
to do with their oars, as with fpades. Hence alfo the Latine Poets fay, that Boat- 
mencut, plow, furrow the waters. Infindunt pariter fulcos,—-- 
der it age:dZoyn, they did their utmoft indeavour with violence, to bring the thip 
to fhore,and to fave Jonah: and notas thofe bloody Emperours,7 sberixs, Caligula, 
and Clandixs,: who took delight inthe punifhment of offenders, and ufed tocome 
early in the morning into the;market-place, to behold their executions, ‘Won pif: 
coaétus, faid that better Emperour, when he was to fubferibe a fentence oF death: 
and, Oh that. 1 could not write mine own name, faid Another upon the like og 
cafion. Pea os l i oe 5 
but they could nor, | They did but ftrive againft the ftream,for the Lord had others 
wife determinedit: and Volantas Dei neceffitas rer: who hath refitted his will? y». 
for the Sea wrought and Was tempi fiuoxs againft shem.) As verfe 11, Prafentemsg; 
vires intentant omnia snortem, ee : a 
Verfe 14. Wherefore they cried untothe Lord, ] Not unto their falfe. gods, but 
unto the true Jehovah: of whom they had learned fomething by what they had feen, 
and heard from Jonah. Ve torpori noftro. . 
We befeech thee, O Lord we befeech thee,] A moft ardent and affe&tionate prayer, 
A natural! man may pray from the bottome of his heart, out ofa deep fenfe of his 
wants: but he cannot give thanks from the bottom of his heart ; becaufe void of 
the love of God, and joy of faith. Danans noteth from thefe words, that Iudges 
ought to pray before they paffe fentence of death upon any. i a 
Let us not perifh for this mans life} which we take away, but full fore againft 
our wills. Wilfull murther was ever accounted an heinous crime among the Heathens ` 
alfo. Abels innocent blood had as many tongues as drops, to crie to heaven againt , 
Cain. Gen. 4. 10. The voice of thy brothers bloods, And 1 K ing. 9.26. Surely 
I have fien yefterday the blood of Naboth. Murder ever bleeds frefh in the eye of 
God: andto him, many years, yea, that eternity that is paft, is but yefterday. 
Full well chèn did thefe men fo earneftly -deprecate the guilt- of innocent blood, 
which they knew would lie and light heavie, 
and lay not upon xs innocent blood, | Innocent as to us 3 for hee hath done us no 
hurt, but much good by his piety and patience: whenceit is that we are fo loth to 
part with him, after this fort efpecially. , 
for thon, O Lordi, haft done asit pleafeth thee.) Thou hatt appointed him to 
this death, and now calleft for him, as we eafily collect by the circumftances s 


The Seventy rens 


Sic quicquid fuperi volnere, peratluns eit. 


Ferfe 15. Sothey took up Ponab,| Not againft his will, but in a fort offering him= 
felf to condigne punifhment. The Marriners had tried all wayes to favehim: till 
they faw they muft either deftroy him, or be deftroyed with him. So deal many 
with their beloved fins, which they are loth to mortifie, they fee they muft either 
kill or be killed, Rom. 8.13. either turn from them to God, or burn for ever in hell.. 
Jonas his charity is exemplary, who yeelded to perith alone, rather then to have o- 
thers perifh with him, and for him: the Devil and his im ps defire to draw compa- 
ny the fame way with themfelves ; and fay as that wretch of old, When Ldie, may 
the earth be all fired. ot . oo 

and caft him forth into the. Sea, | Thus dealeth God by his fervant Jonah ; for- 
merly faithfull in his office, and able thereunto, and therefore fentto Nineveh. Be- 
hold the righteous thall be recompenced in the earth, Prow: 11. 314 here they are 
fureof their payment, neither can all their good deeds bear out one prepenfed wic4 
kedneffe, or a leffer fault that lies unrepented of : as were eafie to inftance in Mofes, 
Miriam, David, others : And all this proceeds from love difpleafed.- ` 

_ and the Sea ceafed fiom raging. | Heb. flood from: its Wrath, or indignation. 
Nec maris ira manet. The Sea having found what it fought for® and now poffeft = 
é the 


Danara 


Cuar.2. the Prophecie of Jonah. 


the prifoner it purfued, refteth quiet and content: Vida bic mare © difce fapere, 
faith One, See the fea here, and learn obedience to thy Creator, fith winds, waves 
andall are at his beckand check, See Mat. 8. 23. 

Ver. 16. Thes the men feared the Lord exceedingly] Hcb: witha great feare, 


-_——— es 


313 


They feared before, ver. ro. with a naturall feare: but now they feared Jehováb, ` 


they began to bearean awfull refpe& to the divine Majefty, of whofe power and 
goodneffé they were by this miracle clearely convinced, and as it may feem, to the 
true faith effectually converted. 

For They offered a facrifice to the Lord They facrificed {pirituall facrifices prefently, 
( that holocauft of themfelves Rom. 12.1. that broken heart that lieth low and hea- 
rethall that God faith, giving thanks to his name Heb. 13.1 5-.) and refolved to co- 
ver Godsaltar at Jerufalem upon their fafe arrivall,as the Chaldee here paraphrafeth. 

ana made vows] That the true God fhould be their God (as facob the father of 
vows promifed Gen, 28. 21.) and that they wouid beftow coft on the Temple, 
on the poor Saints, to feed and cloath them, as J/a. 23. 18. &c. 

Verfe 17. Now the Lord had prepared agreat fi) A whale Mat. 12. 40. 
which isa great filh indeed. Péiay tells of one taken that was fix hundred foot in 
length and 360. in bredth, when they fwim and thew themfelves above water 
annare infulas putes, faith the fame Authour, you would think them to be fo many 
Iflands : fo many mountaines, faith Another 3 who alfo addeth, that when they 
grow old, they grow to that bigneffe and fatneffe, that th ey kecp long ina place. 
Infom uch as ex collect is Œ condenfatis pelveribus frutices erumpere cernantur, the 
duft and filth gathered upon their backs feemes to be an ifland, which whiles fhip- 
men miftake, and think to land at, they incurr a great deale of danger. 
Such a great fifo God prepared |Eithcrat firft,when in creating of whales, creavit 

vafiitates & ftupores, as One faith: Or He now commanded this great fifh tobe 
ready to fhip Jonas to the fhore : and toafford himan Oratory in themeane while. 

and Jonah wasin the belly of the fifo] where Interpreters note a concurrence of 
thefe foure miracles. 1. That he was not there confumed, but thatthe conco&tive 
facnlty of the fifhes maw was fo long time kept from doing its office. 2. That he 
could in fuch a clofe prifon breath and live 3 withoutthe common ufe of aire and 
light. 3. That he was not killed up with intolerable ftench in fo lothfomea jakes. 
4. That he could there frame fuch an excellent prayer, or rather fong of thank 
giving: For Jonah was the true rion whom the Poets faine to have been a min- 
ftrell caft-into the fea by the mariners, and faved by adolphin. 

three dayes and three sights) Part of them atleaft : as Chrift was in the grave 
Mat. 12. 40. where, inthe biffory of Jonas, he defcrieth the myftery of his own 
death, buriall and refurre@tion : teaching us thereby to fearch the (criptures, to fearch 
them to the bottome: as thofe that dig for gold, content not themfelves with the 
firft or fecond oare that offers it felf, but fearch on till they have all. The Rabbines 
have a faying, that there isa mountaine of fenfe hangs upon every Apex of the 
word of God. And {o great is the depth of the holy fcriptures, faith Augnftine, 
that I could profit daily in the knowledge thereof, though I fhonld fet my felf to 


fearch them frommy childhood to decrepit old age, at belt leifure; with utmoft 
ftudy and a farr better wit &c. 


=. CHAP. IL 


Verfe.1 i ie Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God] 4. e. Praifed God with this 
Canticum excharifticum, this gratulatory Song as Tremellins calleth it. 

That he prayed in the thip, in the fea, in the whales belly,we donbrnot; butthat 
he chiefly intendeth to thew his thankfulneffe for the return of prayers, and the 
{weet fupport he felt in the whalesbelly, we do as little doubt; See ver. 2, 6, 7. 
yea that this was the fubftance ( though now better methodized ) of what he 
praied and praiféd in the bowels of the filh, we have caufe to beleeve from this 
very verfe ; and therefore alfo his deliverance is fet down ver. to. after his 
doxologie, The word here rendred pray’d fignifieth alfo fometimes,to give thanks, 
Dd as 


Plin ib.'32, 
cap. 1. 


Lib. 9, cap.2. 


Sphinx Philid, 


épevvare. 


Epift. 3. ad 
Voluftan. 


Rom. 4. 


Aft ty Mon. 
fil. 1476. 


Pal 73.9. 


Lam. 3. 29. 


a 


An xpofition on 


a OW FEES SEE een ee 
ası Sam 2. 2. and who knowes not that thankfgi ving is a {peciall part of prayer 
This therefore: Yonah having prayed, and perceiving that he was heard, and b 
the goodnefic of Ged preferved fafe in body, ard founa in mind, he growes froy 
in faith, giving glery to God; and being fully perfwaded that he fhould. yet walk 
before him againe in the land of the living. 

out of the fifoes beliy) where though he might feem buried alive, and free amon 
the dead, yet he enjoyed Gods gracious prefence, and thofe {trong confolations 
that made him live in the very mouth of death, and fay in effect as bleffed Bradford 
did, I thank God more of this prifon and of this dark dungeon then of any parlour, 
yea then ofany pleafure that ever I had. For init I find God my moft fweet God 
alwayes. 

Tafe 2. And faid, I cried by reafon of mine affittion) His lips did not movein 
affliction, likea creaking doore or a new cart-wheele, with murmuring and ma- 
tinying againft God and men : he fet not his mourh againft beaven( as the how- 
ling wolf when hunger-bit ) neither did his tongue walk through the earth, curfing 
the day of his birth, and cutting deep into the fides of fuch as were meanes of his 
mifery. But putting his mouth in the duft, if fobce there might be hepe, be cried by 
reafon of his affliction, The time of affliction is the time of fopplication: notime 
like that for granting of fuites Zech..°13. 9. Gods aftli@ed may have what they 
will of him then, fuch are his fatherly compaffions ro his fick children: he referveth 
his beft comforts for the worft times,and then {peaketh to the hearts of his people, 
when he bath brought them into the wildernefle Hof. 2.13. This Jonah experimen. 
ted, and therefore faid, Z cried out of mine affliction unto the Lord. 


Ad Dominum afflict de pectore Sef pirando, 


And be heard me) How elfe am Lalive amidh fo many deaths? here’sa vifible 
anfwer, a reall return: Oh blefled be God who hath not turned away my prayer, 
nor his mercy from me Pal. 66. 20. Surcly asthe cloud, which rifeth out of the 
earth many times in them and infenfible vapours, fallech down in great and abun- 
dant fhowers: fo our prayers, which afcend weak and narrow, return witha 
fulland enlarged anfwer. “This was buta pittifull poore prayer thar Jonas here 
made, asappeares ver. 4. andfo was that of David P/al, 31. 22. For Lfaid in 
mine haft I am cut off from before thine eyes: Nevertheleffe thou heardeft the voice of 
my fupplications, when I cried unte thee. It wouldbe wide with us, if God fhould 
anfwer the beft of us according to our Prayers, yea though well watered with 
teares: fith Ip/e lacrymae fizt lacrymabiles &c. we had need to weep over our 
teares, fighover our{obs, mourne over our griefs &c. Jonah was fo taken with 
this kindneffe from the Lord his God, that he repeates itand celebratgs ita fecond 
time. 

ont of the belly of hell cried I, and thon heardeft my voice} The whales belly he 
calleth he/s-belly, becaufe horrid and hideous, 'deepand difmall. Thence he cri- 
ed as David did De profundis and was heard and delivered. Yea had hell it feif clo- 
fed her mouth upon a praying Jonah, it could not long have held him: but mutt 
have vomited himup. A Mandamus from God will doitatany time, Pfa. 44. 4. 


and what cannot faithfull Praier haye of God 2 there is a certaine omnipetency init, 


faid Luther. 


Ferfe 3: For thou hadft caf me into the deep| A graphical! defcription of his woe 
full condition, which yet he remembreth now as waters thar are paft and is thank- 
full to his Almighty Deliverer. See thelikein David Pfa. 116. 3. and learn 
of thefe and other Saints, to acknowledge the uttermoft extremity of a calamity, 
after weare delivered out ofit. For hereby thy judgement ‘will be the better in- 
ftrudted andthe more convinced: thine heart alfo will be the, more inlarged to 
admire, and thy meuth the wider opened to celebrate the power, wifdome, and 
mercy of God in thy deliverance. As if this be not done, God will be provoked 
either to infli& heavier jacgcements,or elfe to ceafe to finite thee any more with the 
ftripes of a father, and to give thee up for alcft child. 

for thos: kad’f caft me into the deep) Not the mariners, but Thor didftit: and 
therefore there was no averting or avoyding it. Thou had'ft caf me with a force, 

. as 


Cuar., 


eas ee = 


Ciara. ihe T rophecie of Jonah. = 35 


asa {tone ont of a fling, or as that mighty Angel Reo. 18. 21. that rook upa 
{tone like a great milftone, and caft it into the fea, faying, Thus with violence &c. . 
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Inthe middeft of the feas] Heb: inthe heart of the fea’s: fo Mat. 12. 40. So 


foal the Son of man be three daycs and three nights inthe heart of the earth. And 
Deut. 4.11. we read of the heart of heaventhat is, the middle of it,“s the heart 
ı fiteeth in the middeft of the body as king of chat 1 fle of Man. Now ifit were fo 
grievous to be caft into the main Sea, what fhall it be tobe hurled into hell, by fuch 
an hand, and with fuch a force into that bottomeleffe gulf, whence nothing was 
ever yet boyed up againe ? i ; 
and the floods compaffed me about) Aquarum confluges The Sea, whence all foods 
or rivers iffue, and whereto they return ( Homer calleth the Ocean moraus a river 
by the figure Miófis ) Danens here noteth that out of that gulf of the Sea, which 
of Plato is called Tartarus thatis, bell, the waters doflow intothe veines of the 
earth( asit is Ecclef. 1. 7. ) lofing their falmeffe in che pafflage. Here Ponzh cried 
outas P/a. 69. I. 2. Save me, O God: forthe waters are cone in unto my forte,» d 


finkin deep mire, where there is no flanding = 1 ams come into the deep waters, where’ 


the floods overflow me, Tt was onely his faith that held him up by the chin: and,like 
blown bleathers, bore himaloft sll waters. 3 
all thy billowes and tby Waves paffed over me] All: fo it feemed to Jonah, that 
God had powred out all his difpleature upon him: buthe fuftereth not bis whole 
Wrath ro arsfe againft his people: neither remembreth iniquity for ever, Thy biflowes 
or furges, not the feas but thine, God {eemed to fight againlt Jonah with his own 
hand, David likewife in adefertion complaines thatall Geds waves and flouds were 
-gone over him Pf. 42. 7. In thiscafe(for it may be any ones cafe » let us doas 
‘Paul and his company did ( in that difmall tempeft 4@. 27. when they faw nei- 
ther fün nor ftar for diverfe dayes and nights together ) caft anchor of hope, even 
beyond hope: and th:n wait and with for day. God will appearcat length, and 
all thall clear up: he will deliver our foules from the nethermolt hell. 

Verf. 4. Then faid, | am caf out of thy fight, ] Chus thofe ftraits brought him 
to thele difputes of defpair, as they did likewife David, Pal. 31.22. the Church 
in the Lamentations Chap. 4. 22.. and others, apt enough in affli@ion to have hard 
conceits of God, and heavy conceitsof themielves. Whiles men look at things pre- 
fent, whiles they live by fenfe onely; it muft needs be with them as with an houfe 
without pillars, tottering with every blaft ; or as a fhip without anchor, toffed 

with every wave. They muft therefore thruft Hagar out of doors, and fet up Sa- 
rab ; filence their reafon, and exalt Faith, asdid Jowashere; Then 1 faid, lam caf 
out of thy fight : Here you may take him up for a dead man ; here he inclineth fome- 
what to that of Cain, Gen. 4.13, 14. and furely they that go down to this pit ( of 
defpair, as Hexechiah {peaketh of the grave) cannot hope for Gods truth, as long 
as there they ftay. 

Jet Iwil look, again toward thine holy Temple} Here he recollects and recovers hime 
felf: as the fame foul may Succeffively doubt and believe; not fimultaneoufly: and 
faith, where it is right, will at length outwraftle diffidence, and make a man more 
then a conquerour, even a Triumpher, When fenfe faith fuch a thing will not,be, 
Reafon faith It ceszet be, Faith gets above and faith, Yea; but it foad/be: what talk 
you to me of Impoflibilities, 1 fhall yet (as low as I am; and as forlorn ) dook, again 
towards Gods holy Temple of heaven ; yea, that here on earth, where God is fincere- 
ly ferved, and whereto the precious are anriexed. Faith is by one fitly compared to 
the cork upon the net : though the lead on the one finks it down, yet the cork on. 
the other keeps it upin the water. The faithful foon check themfelves for their 
doubtings and defpondency, as Jonah here ; as David chides David, Plal. 43.5 and 
as Pas faith of himfelf and his fellowes, that they were flaggerizg, but not wholly 
ticking, 2 Cor.4. 8. ; cl 

, Verf. $. The waters compalfed me absist even to the font] that is; x/que ad anima 
deliquinms, till | laboured for life;and was as good as gone. ae 

The depth clofed me round about] fee the Note on verf. 3. and further obferve; 
that Gods dear children may fall into defperate and deadly dangers, fee P/a/. 18.3. 
and 88.3. & 116. 3. And this for 1. prevention, 2. purgation, 3. probation, 
4 preparations to further both mercies and duties. Let ysnot therefore cenfure our, 
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felves or others as hated of God, becaufe greatly diftreffed ; but incourage oyr 
felves in them, as did David at Ziklag, 1 Sach. 30.6. The right of the Lord fhail 
change all this. $ 


® Flebile principium melior fortuna fequetur. . 


The weeds were wrapt about mine bead Alga as Alligando. The weeds which the 


fifh had devoured, or whereunto the fifh, wherein I was, had dived and lain down 
amongft them. Or this might befal Jenah in the bottom of the fea, betore the fih 
had fwallowed him: for weeds eafily wrap about thofe that {wim, or are drowned. 

Verf. 6. Lent dows to the bottomes of the montains) that is, of the promonto. 
ries, or rocks of the fea, where the waters are deepeft. Thus Mercer after Kimchi, 


`The channels of waters were feen, and the foundations of the warld were difcovered 


Pfal. 18.15. The mountainsare faid to be under water, Prov. 8,25. becaufe their 
foundations are there placed. i 

` the earth with her barres was about me for ever) Asif refolved there to keep me 
clofe prifoner; thae chough the fith had difgorged me, yet I fhould never have got 
toland. The shores are fet by God as barres to keep the fea within his bounds, Jub 
38.8, 10,11. Jer. 5. 22. Here then all the creatures feemed to fet againft poor: Je- 
aas, and (which was more then all) che Creatour too : fo that he might figh and 
fay, as in the Poet, 


Ie me omnis terreg, avinmgmarifq; rapina cft 
Forfitan & celi 


Yet haft thou brought up my life from corruption] i. e. fromthe place wheré! 


was likely to have laine and rotted. Cwm duplicantur lateres, venit Mofes > when) 


things are at the worft God appeareth, as it were out of an engine. Inthe mount 
will the Lord be feen Ezek, 37. 11. &c. 2 King. 19.3. he ftayes fo long fome- 
times that he hardly findes faith on earth Luk, 18, and yet comes at laft to the re- 
lief of his poor people: viz. when they are ripe and ready for it, He isa God of 
judgement, he knowes how and when to deale forth his favours: and even wai- 
tethto begracious E/ay 30. 22. See Efa. 28.24; 25,27, 28. 

O Lord my God] {c. by the meane and merit of thy fon, in whom aloneit is, 
that thou Lord art my God, and that T can call thee Abba Farber. Itis well obferved 
by an Interpreter, that in this fhort hiftory of Jonah are all things contained, which 
may make to the found aad faving knowledge of God and his will, of our felves 
alfo and our duties. 

Verfe7. When my foul fainted within me, I remembred the Lord | And couldfay 
as the Church in E/ay when atlowelt, Dosbtleffe thou art our Father, our Redee- 
mer, thy Name is from everlafting. As there isin the creatures an mftin& of nature 
todotheirkind: fothere is ct grace in the Saints, to run to God. Yea inthe 


way of thy judgements, O Lord, hove we waited for thee: the defire of our foule isto ' 


thy Name, and to the remembrance of thee: with my foule havel defired thee in the 
might: yea with my fpirit within me will I feek, thee early Gc. Efa. 26. 8, 9: 
Oh Lord, faith Habacuc, art aot thou from. everlafting my God and mine holy Ont 
Itwasa bold queftion, but God approves and affents to it ina gracious anfwer, 
ere they went further ; We fhal! not die ( fay they obruptly ) O Lord thou haft o- 
dained them ( the Caldeans ) for judgement: but us onely for chaftifement. Here 
was the triumph of their faith, and this was that which held up Jon his hope 
though with wonderfull difficulty, held head above water. He remembred the 
Jeeres of the right hand of the moft High Pfal. 77. 10. he called to mind his Songs in 
the night feafon ver. 6. bis former experience, a juft. ground of his prefent confi- 
dence. He remembred the Lord, his Power andGoodnefle, thofe twa pillars, the 
Jachin and the Boaz that fupport Faith; and this fetche him againe when ready to 


faint. I had even fainted, unleffe1 had belecved to fee the goodneffe of the Lord in 


the land of the living, P/2/.27. 13. 
and my prayer came in unto thee| q. à. Though 1 was fo faint I could {carce utter 
a prayer, yet thou harknedft and heardeft, as Aal. 3. 16. thou madeft Pard 
ift 


vr a e i oe A 


i 


GHAP:2; the -Prophecie of Jonah. 
fhift to hear, (as may fay ) thine earswere in my prayers, as S. Peter hath it, x 


thou heldeft. not thy peace at my tears, Pfal. 39. 12. quando fletu agerem non aflat, 
yea thou heardeft the voice of mine affliction, Ges. 16. 1i.. Noas 
Into thine holy Temple." Whether we take it of the Temple at Jeru{alem (a typeof- 
Ghrift ) Jonah’s prayer was accepted for Chrifts-fake : and proved to naleffe purpofe, 
though made in the Whales belly, then if he had been pouring ic out in Gods holy 
Temple. Or, if we underftand it of Heaven, the habitation of Gods holinelfe and of his 
slery his orifons were come up thither,fora memorial before the Almighty, 4.10.4. 
and like pillars ofincenfe pierced into his prefence,Cax.3.6,neither would they away 
withont their‘etrand,butlay at Gods feet,til he fhould comand deliverance ont of Zion 
Werfe 8. They that obferve lying vanities ] That liften to fenfe and reafon in mat- 
ters of (God, and make provifion fop the flefh , to fulfill the fufts thereof, as Zonak 
had done to his coft, till, having payed for his learning, he defcried them all to bee 
but lying vanities, or moft vain vanities, emptie Nothings. eta 
forfake their-own mercy. Are miferable by their own election; becaufe paners 
Cina fpeciall manner ) againft their own fouls, as were Cora and his complices, 
Num. 16.38. aswas Pope Silugfter, who gave his foul.ta the Devil for Sevan years 
enjoymentof the Popedome: and asare all thofe wilfull wicked perfans, chat refu- 
fing to be reformed; and -hating to behealed; chufe to {perid the fpanofthis ‘life 
after the wayes of their own hearts , though they thereby: perifh forever. Thefe 
are thofé fools of the people, that preferre an apple before Paradife, a.meffe of pòt- 
tage before the inheritance of heaven; their {wine before their Saviour, turning 
their backs upon thofe bleffed and bleeding embracements of his, and cruelly cut- 
ting the throats. of. their own poor fouls, by an impenitent continuance in finne : fo 
lofing, fora few bitcer-fweet pleafures, or paltry profits in this vale of tears; for an 
inch of time, that fuineffe of felicity at Gods right hand,thorough all eternity. Iris 
written of them who tame the Tyger, that when they have taken away the young 
one, knowing that prefently they fhall be purfued by the old Tygreffe, they fet loo- 
king-glaffes inthe way by-which they fice: hereunto when fhe cometh and feeth 
fome reprefentatior of her felf; fhe lingreth about them a-good fpace; deceived by 
the fhadow, and detained in a -vairi hope to recover the young againe: Meani-while 
the hunter moft fpeedily poran away with his prey. Semblably dealęth Satah with 
the men of this world: ( faith. mine Authour ) He cafts before them the deteitfull. 


~ 


; lufts of profit, pleafure, and preferment (the worldlings Triqity Y thle fying vani- 


ties, being none other then fhadaws and, paos good: yet are men fo de- 
lighted with thefe, that they döte about them, having. ho care to purfue the enemy, 
for recovery of that image of God, the Divine nature; chat Satan hath beguiled 
them of. Hë fetteth them to the tree of knowledge, that they may not cafté of the 
-erce of life. He putteth ont their eyesiwith the duft of ‘covetoufnelfe, ‘and thutrech 
their ears againft the inftructions of life, felt at any time they fhould fee with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and fhould tnderftand with their hearts, ` and fhould 
be converted, and God fhonid heal them, Afat. 13.'45. . {n all which there is nor 
any thing more to be lamented then this, that people fhould ‘Jove to have ie Yo, Fer. 
6. 31. be active in their own utter undging; Hof. 13, 9, wittingly and willingly 
forfake God the fountain of living waters (their ows mercies, as he is here called, 
and elfewhere, P/al. 144. 2:) and. hew themfclves opt ciffernes, broken ciffernes 
that can hold no Water, Jer.2.135 92. 2 l 
Verfe 9. But Iwill Jacrifice unto thee ‘with the vvice of ihank{g iving, ] q.d. Let 
others do as theythink good: fet them make a match with maleh tif they have 
enough of it. Let them walk till they have wearied themfelves,.in the wayes of 
their hearts, and in the.fight of their eyes.:. but let them know { I {peak it by wo- 
full experience) that for all thefe things, God will bring themto judgement, Lech. 
11. 9. The beft that.can come of finne is Repentance = and that’s ‘noc in mans 
power, but in Gods gift, 2 Zim. 2.25., If he had aot melted mine. hard heart; 
and brought me back to himfelf with a ftrong hand, I had pitted away in mine ini- 
quities, and perifhed forever. [But now. having been fo miraculoulty delivered 
from fo great a death, Iwill facrifice unto the Lord with the voice of thanksgiving. 
T will fet up my note and fing aloud naro God my Saviour, who hathchus teyos 
i Pepas S R 
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Pet. 3. 12. thou felit my breathing , when no voice cduld bee heard, Lam. 3.56. - 
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alldeferc, delivered fuch a miferable wretch, rèbell, and runagate'as my fel, sia 

I will facrifice | Heb. I Will flay, fe. thole Birdsand bealts in ife for feats ant 
facrifices at Jérufalem. with the voice of thanksgiving.| Heb. of cohfeffion, chatis': 
I will confeffe and acknowledge God to ‘be what he is; ‘todo what Hedoth, and te 
give what he giveth. Now to offer a facrifice, at fuch a’conféltion, of thankfeiving, ` 
added much to the folemnity thereof; and made it more ‘honourable init fel} and 


‘more acceptable to God. - To thefe gratulatory facrificés the word laying is-aterll: 


buted, as here :' to fhew, that even in gratulation, expiation muft bee: made: and 
that by the blood and facrifice of Chrift all our offerings arë accepted in heaven. =. 
L will pay that I have vowed, | Not my generall vow ónely asa: Covenanter, +to. 
devote my {elf to his fear and fervice‘all my dayes ; "but vhofe particafar, : perfora; 
voluntary vowes. made in my diftrefle: fuch as was that of $acob; Gén- 28. 20. 
Hannah, t Sam. 1.11. David, Plal. 132. 1,2.&6.''In affi@ion men Rre wondrow: 
apt to promife great matters, if they may but be delivered. See P/a: 78:36: Pliny 
in an Epiftle co one of his friends, that defired rules from him how to ordez his tifd 
aright; I will; faith he, give you one rule, that fhall be inftead of athoufand. : Ur 
taleseffe perfeveremns fani, quales nos futuros effe profitemur infirmi That-you be 
fure to be the fame when well, that you vowed to be when-you were fick.-Bur-this 
is few menscare. See fer. 34.10, 11. Sonnes of Belial break thefe: bonds (as 
Sampfon did the green withes ) and caft away thofe cords from them ; if they could 
at leaft: being worfe herein then thofe Mariners, chap. 1; then San/, that made 
great confcience of violating his vow, 1 Sam.14. then Turks and Papifts, ‘who are 
fuperftitioufly ftrict this way-  Fowah knew it to be as bad, if not worfe. then perz 
jury, to vow and nòt to performe, Nam. 30.3. and that God is the avenger of all 
fuch, Det. 23.21, He therefore; riot merely for fear of punifhment, but chiefiy: 
‘for hatred of that finne faith, J will pay that Y have véiwed,| The Hebrew word’ 
Afvailemad feemeth to imply two things. Firft, that hisvow, till paid, was income, 
pleat, it was an imperfect thing; the better part of it was yet wanting. Next’ that: 
‘till that'chare were done, hecould not be at peace within himfelf, he couid nosbe. 
quiet : for vowes are debts: ‘and debts, tillthey be payed; are a'biirden to ari ho- 
necit minde, and do much diféafe it. ay = in oF Sl as i 
Salvation ‘1s of the. Lord. "] Salus opnimida, as the Hebrew word -f having one 
fetter more then ordinary in it) importéeh: all manget of falvation, foll, and plen- 
tifull deliverance, % ef. the Lord; who is therefore called! the God óf falvation, uni 
to whom belong the iffues from death, P/al.68° 20. Æ quo vera falus nos alinnie 
wenit. This Ionah fpeaketh, ashe doth all ¢lfe in this Holy Canticle, nat by rea- 
ding, or by rote, but out of his own feeling, and” good “experience : “his: whole di- 
fcourfe was dige’d out of his own bréaft, as`it is Eid oe thar mot extellent 119: 
Pfalme, that itis madeup aleogether of experiments ; and it therefore hath’ waren 
non legenda fed vivenda, words not fo much to be réad; ’aslived, as One faid once’ 
ofit. Dives thought that if one went fromthe dead'to warne his wicked brethren, 
ay would never be able to refift fuch powerfull Rhetorick. Behold, Nére is Jonah 
raited from the dead, asit were, and waining people'to arife, and fiand np from 
dead courfesand companies, that Chrif may give them’ light: ‘why do they not 
then get up and be doing atit, that the Lord may be with them > Shall not the mén- 
of Nineveh rifeupin judgement with this evH generation; and condéinn'them, be- 
caufe they repented at the preaching of Joras: but thefe'do nor, thétigh they have 


many Jonass, that both preach and practife , 20”.verbzs-folim -predicantes fed & ` 


emer. as Enfebins faith Origen did} that live fertiions and not teach them 
onely? . ee tS ae gee EON i ed 
Ferfe 10. Avd the Lord fpake unto the fifo, c He Paké the word and it was dontz 
He is the great Centurion of the world, -tliat faith‘to f: creature, “Do this, and hee 
doth it. “Yea, he isthe great, great Znduperator, to whom every thing: faith. -xfa 
fequi tam velle mibi quam pele neceffe effe. I am'wholg-atthy "beck, and check., 
Jonah {pake to God, and God tothe fith. ït may be’ faid of faithful prayer, thae 
it can do whatfoever God himfelf can do: fith he is pidifed to yceld himfelf over- 


“come by the prayers of his people, and to fay’ unto ten cordially, as Zedekiae 


did to his.Courtiers colloguingly. The'king is not ħe`that can deny-you ‘any thing. 
Prayer is'of that power, that it can open the doors of Leviathan, as wee fee ai 
f (which 


` brought'toa better Rate, or to the firft golden 
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(which yet is reckoned as.a thing not: feifible;.: Jdbn4xiiit4!) yea of the all-devou- 
ring grave, Heb. 11. 35-° If the Lord; pricked on-by the: prayers of. his people, feg- 
in hand:to fave them, and fhall fayitethe North: Give up; and to the South, 
‘Keep not back, bring: my fonnes from farre, andy my. daughters fross the ends of the 
earth, Efay 43.6. they fhall. come amain, ‘and none-fhail beable to hinder them : 
Come therefore ( with -thofe-good fouls in “Ho/fea,:. who had ‘{nfarted.for their folly, - 
aswellas Tovah ) and lets return unta the Lord i for.he bath torn, and be will bea Hol.6.1,%/ 
us: he bath [mitten, andke will bind sup. After tWo .dayes: willhe revive us: in 
the third day he will raife us up, and We foall live-in-bis fight. A:-timewe mult 
have to be inthe fire, in the fifhes belly; as in‘Gods Nurturing-houfe; but hee 
will-take care that wee be not there.overlong : what's two or threedayes. to eterni- Heb 1. 
ty? Hold out faith and patience: Yete very tittle, little while, and bee that foal 
come, will come, and Will not tarry, °°: t > 7 PRs th va E 
-and it vomited up Ionah upon the ary land. | And here Death was defeated and es 
wiped: it was much more: fo, when ithad {wallowed up Chrift ; and little dreamt Ruen BH 
that it felf fhould have been thereby fwallowed xp in'vittory. But then was ful- mors latata 
filled that of the Prophet, O death, I will be thy death: And as there fo here in a eft, tanum 
proportion, and as a type, omnia jans inver{a, faith Adercer, all things are turned anin VOMIR; 
t'other way. Before the fifh was an inftrument of. death ; now, of life, and ferves ~ ps 7 
Jonah for'a fhip to bring himtodry land: This fifh ufeth not to come neer the 
fhore, -butto fport in the great waters : howbeit how he.muft, by fpecéall command, 
vomit up lonah spon the. dry land. Why then fhould it be thought « thing incredi- 
ble with any, thet God fhould raife the dead? The Sea ‘fhail furely give up the dead 
thdt were init: and death and hell deliver up the dead that were in them : and they A@s 26.8. 
fhall be -judged-every man accordingto his works; Rev. 20 13. : This; fome of the Sea.Nar.qusf 
Heathens beleeved : as-Zoroaftres,: Theopompus, and Plate. Andithe Stoikes pini- eee 
onwas, that the world fhanld ore day. :-be diffolved by. fire or water.:. andali things ~ ° a 
e again. But we havea more’ fure 
word: of. Prophefie :, and. this that.is here recorded may ferve as an imageand type 
of our prefervation in the grave, and our refurrection from the dead; by one and the 
fame Almighty power of God. j thee’ Pra ore oes 
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CHAP... IID 
`N D the word of the Lord came unto Tonah the fecind time.) Tonab 5 
isa finner, butnot a caft-away. Gad layes him not by as a broken ns 
veffel, treads him not to. the dung-hill,. as unfavoury falt: but receives him upon 
his return by repentance, ‘and reftores him .to his- former employment, gives-him 
yet a name, and a nail-in hishoufe’; yea fends him a.fecond time on his meffage.to 
Nineveh z. and counting him faithfull. pats him again into the miniftery, who was 
before a runagate, a rebel, &c. Bat he obtained mercy, &c. 1 Tim. 1. 13. as did 
likewife the Apoftles, after that they had bafely deferted our Saviour at his paffion; 
and Peter after he had denied him, See. Joh. 20.22,.23. and 21. 15:16, 17.: The Quem penite 
pænitent. areas good as in»ocent. Return yè back-fliding children (faith the Father peccafepenè 
of mercies) and I Will -heal your back-flidings,. Jer. 3.22. The Shulamite. retur- eft innocens. 
ning, is as lovely. in Chrifts eye as before: and allis as well as cyer betwixt them, .5 Agam: | 
Cant. 6:4, There isanaturall Novatianifme in the timerouscon{cience of copyin-e `., 
ced finneis, to doubt and queftion pardon for finnes of. Apoftafie and falling af- 
ter repentance: But had they known the gift of God, and who itis that faith tọ | 
them. Be of good cheer, thy finnes, are forgiven. thee, they would have conceived 
ftrong confolation. Sree: ae wo i 
Verfe 2. Arife go unto Nineveh, | Begin again, and take better. heed: as thè 
Nazarite was to do, :that had defiled the head of his tonfecration, Numb. 6. 
9 12. «| ` ZA a AAS í g eee ee ae 
unto Niniveh that. great city | See the Note on Chap.t.2. There was no city fince, . 
-by the eftimation of Diodorus, had ‘the like compaffe of ground: or ftatelinefle of 
wals ; the height thereof being an hundred foot, the breadth able to receive three 
carts 
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carts a-row,adorned with fifteen hundred turrets, Some think (as Annius & Berens 
thar thofe three.cities fpoken of, Gex. 10.: Reheboth; Calah and Refenwere aie 
cluded in Néniveb, and they conceive it thus ;. that- when Nimed had built Baby. 
lon, Ninus, difdaining his government, went into the fields of. Afour, and there < 
rected a city after his own name: Raphael Folaterranns faith it was eight years į 
building, ten thoufarfd men working at it.: Quinsitian faith, that great Milain i 
cient Ravenna, brave Boxonia, noble: Naples, and other great cities of Italy are bue 
towers to Rome : but what was Rome.to Niniveh ? and yet Lipfius hath written 2 
treatife of Romes greatneffe, and when the Emperour Conftantine came to Rome. 
and beheld the companies that entertained him, he repeated a faying of Cineas the 
Epirote, that he-had feen fo many kings as citizens: but viewing the building of 
the city, he thought saturam vires omnes às urbem snars effudiffe, that nature had 
fhewed the utmoft of what fhe could do, in that one great city. See more onverf3 
and preach nntoit the preaching | Heb. Proclaim anto it (or; againft it) the: prec 
clamation that I Say to thee, that I have formerly put into thy mouth, and do nofo 
again, fc: that their wickedneffe is come up before me, and I ameven upon. the way 
toward them to punifhy it grievoufly. . Flagitinm & flagellum: funs. fient acu 
& filam, Who ever waxed fierce againft God and profpered ? fob 9. 4. This wicked 
men muft be boldly told, Z/s. 3. 11.: however they cakeit; neither may Gods mi- 
nifters feal away the word, fer. 22.30. or keep back from the people any part of 
— couplet, ae 20. 27. — the werd of God deceitfully, but by manifefts- 
tion of she trath commend themfelves. to every mans confcience in the fehe $ 
2 Cor. 4.2. as becometh his Embaffadours. 4 ” e Age ef m 
- Ferf. 3. So fonah arefe, and'went unto Niniveh} He went.not home firft, to$id 
them farewel, as Lak; 9. 61. neither went he another way, asonce : it was enough 
of that once, and he had learned obedience by the things that he had fuffered. Te 
Niniveb he goes, though a mere and_a mean fran cr, unknown, unregarded, and 
with an harfh meffage; fuch as he might fear woul f 
and furious people. But Joxab feareth nothing now but difobedience: and feemstp 
fay, as afterwards Lwther did, Inveniar (ane /uperbus, excors © mod) impij filentij 
non arguar, Let me be called and counted proud, mad, any thing, every thing that 
naught is, fo that I benot found guilty of finful filence, and of betraying the truft 
committed unto me, by a daftardly deferting the caufe of God. Josah was now 
of another (pirit, and fulfilled after God, as Caleb, Num. 14. 24. for why? ‘lichad 
now received xot a [piris of fear, andof bondage, but of power, and of love, andof 
a found mind,2. Tim. 1,7. his fpirit of grace had fan@ified tohim his afflictions, 
which ejfe would have been but as hammers to cold ifon; as they were to Pharoah, 
Ahaz, the rayling thief fc. Aben-Exra faith that affoonaseyer the whale had vo- 
mited up Jonah, he got up and took the dire& way to Niwiveb-: that if God fhould 
command him thither again he might be ready, and fhew-his forwardneffe. itise 
very good figne, when men are the better for what they: fuffer: when thereby the 
rae, as % purged, and this. aah frit the raking away of their finne, 
according te she word of the Lord} Hiscall and command-which Jonah had former- 
ly caft behind him, Sed Psfcater itus fapit, There foall be oniy ro to make-you nn- 
derftand the bearing, Efay 28. 19. Efay ftood off till frighted ; but then:he -offers 
his fervice: Here I am, fend me, Chap. 6. 8. et Ne Eee eae a 
now Ninivch was anexceeding great city |Heb.a great city of God,'or:te Ged ; 
which fome interpreted dear to God, and fuch as he would not deftroy.: Others.a 
‘city sot idolatrons, though otherwife vitious : Others, a city which God himfelf «c- 


connted great, and looked upon asfuch. But if toa great mind nothing is great, as ` 


Seneca faith,what can be great to him who is reat, Pf{.77.13-greater, Job, 33.12, 
Lreatcfi, Pf.o5. 3. greatnelfe it felf, Pf, A 3. a aa all aes art 
but as the drop of a bucket, or duft of the ballance > bebeld, be taketh up she Ifles asa 
-very Little thing, Efay 40: 15. Orcolampadiue applieth it to the Church of the Gen- 
tiles, that city of the living God. They do beft that cake it, as we read it, for an 


WSs Agmen OxCeeding great city: like as elfewhere tall mountains and cedars, are called: moun- 
Aanedeiuove tains of God, Plal.36. 7. and cedars of Ged, Plal.80.&c. and excellent wreftlings, 


fikr Hemer, 


arewreftlings of God, Gen. 30.8, See Gen. 23.6. So the Greeks and Latines call 
y. great 


Cuar., ; 


coft him. his life from that fiers — 


— 
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great things divine: God being the meafure of all true greatnefle: Niniveb asit 3 
was a very great city (of fifty miles compaffe as Herodotus and Diodorus) fo Fonab 
is often told fo ; that he might come to.it well prepared and refolved : fith he was 
to havea great task, and an hard tug of it. See Verf. 2. and Chap. 1. 2. 

” Of their dayes jexrney | Not fuch a journey as atraveller could difpatch in no Theodocet, 


leffe time ; but fuh as a Preacher pedetentim ovambulando by leafurely walking, 
mightłin three dayes go thorow : See Ferf: 4. Thisis added to fet forth further 
the greatnefle of the city. i , , 

` Verf. 4. And lonas began to exter inta the city] Having feen God, he now 
fearsno colours, dreads no danger ; as neither did Mofes, Mithaish, Efa sY, Chap. 6. 
Paul, Ad. 21. Luther going to Wormes, &c. Knowing therefore the terrour of the 
Lord, we perfwade men, 2 Cor. 5. 18. we-farewarne them to flee from the wrath 
rocome, Alat. 3.7. we pull them out of the fire of hell, as firebrands, Iude 23. 
| adages journey) One of the three dayes, Verf. 3. Not allthe three in one day, 
for hafte, as Hierome would have it, 

and he cried and faid,| Not fearfully muttering his meffage, but delivering itwith 
a courage, Boanerges like, able almoft to make bis hearers hearts fall down, and hairs 
Rand upright, as One faith of Mafter Perkins. 
` Tet fourty dayes and Niniveh fhad be overthrown) The word properly noteth a 
fudden, inevitable, and perpetual deftruction, fuch as was thar of Sedom and her 
Sifters, Gen 19. 25. Je7.20, 16. Ef. 13. 19. 4m. 4.11. Now we muft not think 
that onah faid no more then is here fet down; that he expreffed no condition, fuch 
as was that, Rev. 2. 5. Except ye repent, or that like a mad man he ran up and down 
thecity (as one did once about Jerufalem, and another lately about London) repea~ 


-ting and ‘thundering our thefe words onely, ineonditss Œ ineptis clamoribus, with 
-harfh and hoarfe outcries. God therefore threatneth that he may not punith, and 
vall histhreats are conditional, ler. 18.8. if they repent, he will alfo. This, if Ionah 


expreffed not, yet the Néwivztes underftood ; for elfe they would never have re- 
pented but defpaired (as Iædas with his penitentia Ifcariotica) and defied Ioxah as an 
evil meffenger fentagain{t them. They might well enqugh think that if God had not 
meant them mercy, he would never have forewarned them, never have given them 
fourty dayesrefpite: the Seprøagint cannot be refuled for rendring it three dayes 
(though fome have attempted it) It is probable thar Jozah omitted nothing that 
pertained ro the preaching of repentance, though here we haye it fet dawn in fame 
onely. The Hebrews tell us, that the Mariners alfo went to Niziveb ; and telling 
what had befallen oxehat fea, confirmed his do&rine,and fentence againft the Wi- 
sivites, whothereupon repented. Bur thefe, as they affirm without reafon, fo they 
may be difiniffed without refutation. E ie 
Verf: 5. Sothe peopie of Niniveh beleeved God) Sce the mighty power of -Gads 
holy word. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty, through God, to 
the pulling dows of firong holds,2 Gar. 10. 4. tothe laying far thofe wals of Leri- 
che, making the devil fall as lightning from rhe heaven of mens hearts, Luk; 10.18. 
Thefe Ninivites though rich, great; peaceable, profperous, profane above meafure, 
(as grear cities ufeto be) &c. yet, at the preaching of Iozg they believed God, 
and repented of their evi! wayes: whether truly and ferioufly I have nat to fay. 
There is an hiftorical faith, an affent to the truth of what Gad fpeaketh, and trem- 
bling thereat, Jam. 2. 19. thereisalfo a natural and moral repentance wrought by 
natural confcience: fuch as was that of Pharaohs, Saul, Alab, Alexander the 
Great; when, having killed Cditus, -he was troubled in confcience, and fent to ali 
Kind of Philofophers (as it were to fo many Minifters) to know what he might do, 


. to appcafe his confcience, and fatisfie for his finne. There are very good Authours 


that hold this converfion of the Nizivites to have been found and ferious (and for 
this they alledge chat of our Saviour, Mat, 12. 41. ) flowing from a lively faith in 
God, which is the root of all the reĝ of the graces, the very womb wherein they 
are received ; the fountain alfo and foundation of all good works, as the Apoftle 
Peter hinteth when he faith, 2 Pet, 1.5. adde to your faith vertue which is nothing 
elfe but faith exercifed. a. 

and proclaimed a faft, cnd put on fackeloth) Thefe were the fruits of their faith, 


l and, though but hodily exercifes and external performances, yet they might ferve 


‘hot: 


Mr Falls, 


Am. 2.9; 
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Finnie d bothto evidence, and to increafe their inward huiniliation. ‘Trueitis, that hypo. Sera SEY By SS ere 

TS crites ind heathens may do all this and more, as Ahab, thofe Pfa.78.34,36.ang 

penitentie — J /a.58.3, The Romanes in å {trait ad Deos popalans © vota convertant, commanded 
Hierone she whole people with their wives and little onesto pray and pacify the gods, to 


323 
up into the middeft of thee, and confume thee : therefore now put off thy ornaments 
from thee, that [may know what todounto thee, ver. 5. that I may determine how 
to difpofe of thee : and thisis fpoken after the masgner of men, who judge by 
the outward actions as Gea. 18. 21. and 22, 13, for otherwife, God knowcth 


Liv. l3, fill all the temples, and the women to {weep and rab the pavements thereof with the all his works from the beginning of the world dé. 15. 18. Buthe fpeaketh this 
haires of their heads &c. here as if he would hereby judge of their repentance, whether it were true or falfe. 
from the greateft Gc. | See the Note on Joel. 2. 16. The Prophet E/a7 objects it to thofe of his time for a foule fault, Behold inthe day 
Verfe 6. For werd came unso the kng of Nineveh) 1 can hardly beleeve that this of your faft, ye find your pleafire chap. 58. 3. 
er was Sardanapalus ( as fome will carry it) but fome other better Prince, -that and covered him With fack-cloth| Andfo, as Chryfoftome hathit, grod non pote- 
Ruiatilian, (Vefpafian-like ) was patientiffimus veri, one that had thofe about him that would 


Solas rat diadema, idfaccus obtinuit: ficut ferrum poteft guod aurum non ote, Sack- 
tell him the truth of things, and he was content to heare it, and fubmit to it. Like cloth could malls more thes af k ats ied ok ‘i gold Dee ff. Sack 
enough itis; that this was but harfh newes to him at firft hearing : but when he and fat in afoes| In cinere Io, fo Vatablus rendreth it: in that afhes wherein he 
had well confidered it, and taken advife upon it, he fet upona reformation., Our ufed to fit, when he moft mourned. Our forrow for fin thould be the deepeft of 
Chroniclers tell us ofa poore Hermite that came to Richard the firt Arne irog, all forrowes Zech. 12. 11, 12, 13. See the Note there, l 

rand, preaching to him the words of eternall life, bad him be mindtull of the fub- Verfe 7. eAnd he canfed it tobe proclaimed] by foundot E al a3 
verfion of Sodom, andto abftaine from things unlawtull. - Orherwife, faid He, 


t ] | Wate -or otherwife as 2 Chros. 20. 3, 4,18, 19, 20. and 22, 6,7, at which times he chat 
the deferved vengance of God will come upon thee. The Hermite being gone, obeyeth not, is culpable before God andman Lev: 23. 29, 

the king at firft feemed to fl:ght his words. But afterwards falling fick, he more by the decree of the King and his Nobles] who all unanimoufly- confenting to fo 
ferioufly bethought himfelf: and waxing found in foule as well as body, he grew 3 


i 0 € good a work, is quibus preerant, preibant became a prefident to their inferiours ; 
more devont and charitable to the poore, rifing early and not departing from the who looked upon them (no doubt )as their looking-glafles, by which moft men 


dreffed themfelves. When Crifpusthe chief Ruler of the Syragogue beleeved, 
many Corinthians beleeved alfo dct, 18. 8. The Primitive Chriftians were wont Tertwl. 
to pray that their emperours might have good counfellours. Ofa certaine Prince 


rise church till divine fervice were finifhed &c. If the king of Nineveh bad ever heard 


Of Jonak his being in the while: belly, it might well be fome inducement to him 
to beleeve his preaching, it might do himno leffe govdthen /ohn Friths book 
called 4 preparation to the croffe brought ina fith’s-belly to the Univerfity of Cam- 


` į in Germany it was faid, that Effet alius, fi effet apud alios, He would havs beena Bucho. 
bridge a little before the Commencement, did to fome good people here, that hid farr better man, had.he had better fervants and officers about him. 
hearts to make ufe of it. One grave Divine gave this Note upon it in a fermon be- let neither man nor beaft, herd nor flock taft any thing] The whole action of 
sar A 7 fore the Parliament, above twenty yeares fince, That fuch a book, fhould be Fafting hath it’s name both in Hebrew and Greek, from abjtinence and forbearance iy 
brought in fuch a manner, and to fucha place, and at fuch atime, when by reafon “of meates and drinks : 4 toro if it may be, at leat 2 tanto & à tali, as Dan. 10. 2, 3, 54 
of peoples confluence out of all parts notice might be given toall places of the land, andas it mightbe here, till rhe forty dayes were expired ; befides, that one or more 
in mine apprehenfion it can be conftrued for no leffe thena divine warning, and to ‘folemne dayes of totall fafting, wherein neither max ner beaft &c. But why is the beaft 
have this voice with it, England prepare for the croffe. , abridged of fuftenance ? both to teftify and increafe the peoples humiliation by 
he arofe from his throne] Laid afide his tate, asthe great Turk alfo doth, at this their lowings and bellowings. Alexander the great, at the deathofhis favourite 
day, when he entreth into his temple topray. er. 13. 18 Say unto the King 


Epheftion, clipped his horfes and mules haire, and cut them fhort, in token of Piatarch. 
his great grief : He pulled down alfo the battlements of the walles, that they 

might feem to mourn withhim. So Virgil {peaking of the generali grief for Cze- 

Sars death faith. 


and to thc Queen Hamble your felucs, fit down: for your principalities foal come 

down, papi crown of fee pe Th tee king could not but know himfelf 

to be a great finner : and that his fins had done much hurt. 1. by Imputation : for 
Hern, —plettuntnr Achivi, the people oft pay for their Rulersfollyes, as in‘ Davids dayes, : 

2 Sam, 24, 2. by Imitation ; for Magnares are Magnetes, they draw many by Non vlli paftos illis egêre diebus . 

thcir example: and as bad humours flow from the head to the body ; fo do bad. Frigida Daphni boves ad flumina nalla nec amnem D a 


i AT ; Eclog. s. 
Rulers corrupt the reft. This cos/ciows, and (as tome think ) confcicncions King Libavit quadrapes, ace graminis attigit herbam. di 
Jud. z. 20, therefore rifeth up from his throne, (as Eg/on that unweildy king of Moab had . 
Tarau, once done to beare Gods meffage by Ehud ) œ qui pawlò ante fedebas fuperbusin Let them not feed, nor drink water) But what they get of themfelves without 
Solio, nunc jacet humilis ix folo,he lieth low,and putteth his mouth jn the duft Lew. 


mans care, who is to be wholy intent and taken upin Gods fervice; and fo to be- 


3. 29. laying afide all cogitation and pride ofhis kingly majefty : together with gin the heavenly life here, che fweetneffe whereof makes him forbeare both meate 


all foft and {umptuous rayment ( that seft of pride, as Ong.calleth it. ) . i and thirft. Befides, they took pridein their palfryes, covering them with pur- 
he laid his robe from bim). Paludamentum fuam, faith Tremeliss ; butthat’sa ple andrich trappings. See Judg. 8. 26, they catered for the flef by fitting onle 
cloak which the Romane Emperours ufed to put on when they went forth tobat- 


and other creatures to pleafe their palate. This they were now forbidden to.do by 


tle, and therefore not fo proper here ( as Pifcator thinkes ) fith there was novifi- an edi& from the king, who intereffeth himfelfin matters of religion ; as didalfo 


ble enemy, whith makes the Ninevites repentance the more remarkable. Mercer 


y ; ! } Artexerxes Ezra. 7, 26. (for which Ezra feeth caute to bleffe God ) and Nebu- 
rendreth it Chlamydems (uam, his imperial cloake; the Chaldee his precious gar- chadnezzar Dan. 3.29. which the {cripture commendeth, and recordeth as a work 
ments. The word figmfierh his fumptuous and gorgeous attire,his cloake of State, of his repentance. 
noleffe coftly ( perhaps ) then that of Aleifbenes the Sybar ite, fold to the Car- Verfe 8. Bur let man and beaft be covered with [ack-loth\ Let all beft meanes be 

dihensuss  thagians by Dionyfius for 1:0. talents: or that of Demetrins of Macedon, which ufed for the humblin g of the heart: without which, whatis an humblin g day 
none of his fucceffors bebe sa arnt a sa erap aiaa o bnt a religious icon gruity (saith One ) anda very high provocation : like Ziwri’s 
the exceeding great coltlineffe thereof. This robe or purple an } other OF: s a&t when all the Congregatio i ernacle 2 
the King of A aa laidafide, as was fit, in this day of reftrainr, asa faft-day is The beafts co grcgation were weeping before the doore of the Tab e 


fitly called. So the children of Ifrael ftript themfelves of their ornaments by the vered with fack-eloth were asan honfe hangd with blacks, to move 


im z : : hee ss 

mount Hereb, where they had made a golden calf Exod. 33. 6. ae the bid Lan Bilin emor ee se le a a iheir horis follo aed 

faidto Mofesy Say nato the children of ifract, ye are a ftifnecked people: Iwi gag f the hearfe cloathed in black ; as feeming to mourne for their mafters. The cour- 
felt 


li 
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feft weeds are fittelt for fafting-dayes: to fhew that but for fhame, we would 
havenone, as having forfeited all: and that we look upon our better apparel, but 
as finer covers of the fouleft fhame. . l 
and cry mightily unto God] Cry witha courage; Let the beatts roare luftily 
and rend the clouds as it were with their clamours : wantof food will make them 
dofo. Andas God can fo fpeak, as that the bruit beafts fhall underftand him, 
Ioel, 2. 11, Am. 5.8. ando. 4. Ioh. 2. ult. focanthey, after a fort, fo {peak 
ormoane, that he can underftand them Ioel. 1. 20. Hof. 2. 21. Pf. 147. 9. 
he heareth the young ravens that cry unto him, though but with a hoarfe and 
harfh note: whence alfo they have their name in Hebrew. _ Much more will He 
heare men that cry- unto him, if they ery mightily with intention of Ípirit, and 
extention or rather contention of fpeech: ifthey fet up their note, as the noife of 
many waters Rev. 19. 6. if they thunder and threaten heaven, as Nazianzen 
faith his fifter Gorgonia did: if they bounce hard at heaven gates, and refolveto 


tundmus, mi- wring mercy from God by an holy violence, as Zertulian faith the good people of 


Sericordiam 
extoYquemus. 
Tert, 


Evegyumeva. 


Jam. 5. 16, 


okie. 


histimedid. Theeffectual fervent prayer of avighteons man availeth much: but 
then it muft be the working, firring, labourfull prayer, as the word fignifieth ; 
that {trives and ftruggles, and ftraines every veine in the heart (as Elias feemed 
to do by that pofture in prayer of putting his head betwixt bis leggs 1 King. 18. 42.) 


that fets awork all the faculties of the foule, and all the graces of the fpirit: that 


ftirrs up duft as Jacob did: maketha man fweat, as our Saviour; who beingin 
an agonie prayed the more earncftly Luk, 22. 44. not without ttrong crying and 
tearcs, and was heard in that he feared Heb. 5. 7. For fach a prayer when a man 
cryes to God % igu@: dvr? mightily or withall his ftrength, mav ió it availerh 
much, itcan do any thing ;! as Panl ufing the fame words faith, 1cando all things 
through Chrift who frengtheneth me Philip. 4.13. l 

Tea let them tørn Pvery one from his evill Way &e.] For elfe Prayer profits not, 
Humiliation is to no purpofe without Reformation; Repentance for fin, without 
repentance from fin: there muft be fruits meet for repentance, anfwerable to amend- 
ment Oflife, taxtamount as repentance, and that weigh jaft as much as it: for, 
Optima © aptiffima penitentia eft nova vita, faith Luther the beft and truek repen- 
tance is anew life: and if gods people will humble themfelves,and pray and feek hie 
face,and withall turn from their evilt wayes, then he willdo much for them 2 Chron; 
á a from the violence that is in their hands) Web: In the hollow of their hands, 
where it lay hid as it were, butnot from God, who here bids them turn from 
their wrong-dealing and rapacity, This was their {peciall fin, ( wt in magnis imperijs 
Œ emporiis magne Junt rapine ) therefore are they charged to relinquifh it, Teisa 
fpeech, faith Mercer, like to that of our Saviour, Go tel! my Difciples and Peter &c. 
Tell them all, but be fure you tell Peter. So here: turn fromall your evill wayess 
bnt efpccially from the, violence that is in your hands. See Ef, 59.6. Ezech. 23.37. 
Pfal. 7. 4. The Hebrewes underftand this text of refticution to be made of evill- 
gotten goods, or wrongfully detcined from the right owners. This fay they, 
muft be dene: or the party canbe no more renewed by repentance, then aman 
could Le legally purified by the wafhing of water, when he continued to hold in 
his hand an unclean thing. That of Anfin is well known, The fin is not remitted, 


Nonremititur Ull that which hath bin ill-gotten from another be reftored. And that of Pather 


peccatum nifi 


atimer, Reftore, or elic you will cough inhell, and the Devils will laugh at you. 


Teftituatur ab- Gravell in the kidneys will not grate fo upon you, asa little guiltineffe in this 


latum Aug. 


Speed sos, 


kind will do upon your confciences.. The fame Latimer tells us ina fermon of his 
afore K, Edw: 6. that the firft day that he preached about Reftitution, there 
came oneand gave him twenty pounds to reftore: the next time another, and 
brovght him inthirty pounds: another time another gave him two hundred 
pounds ten fhillings. “The Law for reftitution fee Num. 5. 6, 7. the party mutt 
not only cenfeffe but reftore, or he is nota true convert. And this will well ap- 
peare when death comesto draw the curtaine, and looke in uponaman. Hence 
our Heary the 7. in his laft will andteftament, after the difpofition of his foul and 


Turk, bift, fol, body, he willed reftitution fhould be made of all fuch monies as had unjuftly been 


767. 


levied by his officers, And the like we read of Se/ymus the grand Signiour in the 
Turkifh hiftory, Verfe9. 
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that dowbrerh, and yet defpatrethnot: like that.of David praying for his fick child, 
Who can tell whether God will be Lrations to me that the child may live 2 Sam. 12. 22, 


as ad 5a r 


Verfe 9. ‘Who can tellif God will turn and repent] Thisis the {peech of oné 
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We are flaggering, faith Saint Pax, but not wholy flicking 2 Cor. -4. 8, They 


that go down to the pit ( of defpaire, as well as of the grave E/,-38. 18. ) cannot. 


hope for thy truth: but are hurried headlong into hell, as thé Gergefites fwine _ 


were into the fea. The Prophet ozah was peremptory, that by {fucha day Nini- 

` veh fhould be deftroyed :, 7 hefe.men therefore had good reafon to donbr, if not 

ofthe pardon of their fins, yet of the faving of their city. All their hopeis, that 

this chat Joxab denounced was not Gods abfolute decree, butonely his threateninic, 

and that conditionall too ; viz. except they repented. This if they could do, and 

heartily, they knew not but that mercy might be yct had, Keep hopein heart, ot 

the work will go on heavily P/al..43. w/t. Hope is the daughter of Faith: but fach 

' asisa ftaff to her aged mother. Scethe Noteon Iel 2 3 4. Of Gods repenting I 
have fpoken elfewhere. ws 

Verfe*to. And God faw their works! 3. e, Henoted andnoticed them toothers. 

1 Or, befaw them, thatis? he approved of them. Videre Dei, eft approbare. Let 

God but fee Repentance ( as a rainbow appearing in our hearts and lives, and he 

will never drown us in deftrn@tion. Butunleffe God feestsrning, he fees no work 


ina fatt, faith Oxe upon this very Text. God may fay ro impenitent falters, faith. 


Another, as //aac did to his father, Behold the fire and wood, but where čs the limb? 
Oras Jacob did cancerning Jo/eph, Here’s the coat,bue where’s the child? Ger thee 
behind, faid Jehx tothe meffengers, what haft thon todo with peace? Confeflions 
and humiliations are our meffengers: but if the heart be not broken, if cheljfe be 
notamended, what peace ? The Ta/mudifts note here, that God is not faid to have 
feen their fack-cloth and afhes, but their repentance and works, thofe fruits of 
their faith ; truth in the inward parts, which God eyeth with fingular delighe 

“der. 5. 3: asthe work of his own fpirit Eph, 8. 9. Certum eft nos facere quod 
facimus; fed illé facit ut facimus, and he is pleafed to call his grace in us, ozr 
works, for our incouragement in well- doing : and freely to crown itin us, without 
any meriton our part. 5 


7 Augus, i 


That they turned from their evill way] To which they were by nature and.ill | 


cuftome fo wedded and wedged, that they could never have been loofened, but by 
an extraordinary touch from the hand of heaven. “The converfion ofa finner fram 
the evill oMhis way is-Gods own handy-work Jer. 31. 48, 2 Tim. 2, 25. Exech. 
6. 9. Plato went three times into Sicily to convert Dionyfius the tyrant, and could 
do no goed on him: Polemo, ofa drunkard, by hearing Xenscrates, is faid to 
have become a Philofopher : But what faith Ambrofe to him ?. Si rifipuit à vino. 
‘&c. Ithe repented of his drunkennefle, yet he continaed an Infidel ; he was {till 
temulentus facrilegio drunk with fuperftition: He recovered of one difeafe, and 
died of another, as Beshadad did: he gave butthe half turn;:and therefore turned 


` at length,and nevertheleffe into hell. We conceive better of thefe Nixivites:though 


fome are of opinion, thattheir repentance was butfained and forced, as was that 


De Elia gy 


jeitincap. 12, 


Phal. 9. 37, 


of Pharaoh and Ahab, as appeares( fay they ) by the fequent hiftory, by their dea» - 


ling againft the Jewes, and by Nahum. ; 
and God: repented | This was mutatio Rei non Dei, as is above noted. 
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Verfer. BY it difpleafed Jonah exceedingly] Adirabilis bomo profedts fait Jonas, 

faith Wiackleman here, as ftrangea man was Fonas ofan honeft man, 
as you {hall lightly heare of Wel might David caution P/a. 37.'8: Ceafe from 
anger and forfake wrath: fret not thy felfin any wife todoevill. ‘A fretfull marr is 
‘eafily drawn to evil, David was (once at leaft) difpleafed at Gods dealing : 
which was no whit for his credit, cr comfort 2 Sam. 6. 8. Difconténted he 
Was, notat Gods lenity, as Jonah, but at Gods feverity, againtt Vzziahb: mi 
Ec that 
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that allthe peoples joy fhould be dafhed and damped with fuch a fad and firdden: 


aN 


disafter. How much better minded was he, when dumb, not ence opening his month 
becaute God did it, Pfal. 39. 9 ? The Greeks give this Rule, Either fay nothing, f: 


Jay that which i better then nothing. O that you sone Shonen hold your peace, 


and it fhould be your wifdome, faid fob tohis friends, Job 23.5. Silence fome. 


times comes to bea vertue; and never more then when a man is caufelefly,difplea. - 


fed. Prima femper irarum tela msleditta fnnt, faith Suluft. Angry people are apt 
to ler flie, to mutter, and mutiny again{t God and man ; as here. Reafon fhould ` 
fay to choler, that which the Nurfe faith to the childe: Weep not, and you fhal 
haveit. But either ic doth not: orif it do, yer the car (which taftech words, as the 
mouth doth meat ) is oft fo filled with gall ( fome creatures have fel. in anve ) 


` that nothing can relifh with it. See Exod. 6.9, if Mofe his anger was pure, free 


Ketfeph. 
Spuma. 
Hof. 10.7. 


Suusy 


20D, and 
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from guile, and gall, Exod. 32.19. yer /onal?s was notfo. It is furely very dif- ` 


cult to kindleand keep quick this fire, without all finoke of finne, Be angry, and 
finne nor, is, faith One, the eafiett charge, under the hardeft condition that canbe. 
Men, for moft part, know not what they do in their anger ; this raifech fuch a fmoke, 
Put fireco wet ftraw and filthy ftuffe, and it will {moke*and finutch you quickly; 
yea fcorch you and feald you, when once it breaksout. Levit. 13. 5- weread of 
leprofic breaking out of a burning: feldome do pafiions burn but there is a: leprofig 1 
breaking out of that burning. “Ie bliftereth out atthe lips: hence the Hebrews 
have but one and the fame word for dager and foaming at the month, Etth. 1.19, 
Zach. 1.7. They have alfo a Proverb, that a mans difpofition is much difcovered 
\ Bechos, bechis, becagnab ; by his cup, byhis purfe, and by his pation: at which 
tine, and in which cafes. A feol uttereth all his mind, Prov. 29. 11. (all bis 
wrath, fay the Seventy ) and that fuddenly, rafhiy, as the Hebrew intimateth: ‘but 
a Wife man keepeth it in till afterwards, Prov. 29. 11. Abofonerofo when kee felt 
himfelf enraged againft Haman, walked into his garden Efib. 7.7. And Pltarch 


ry. rajh- tels of one <érchyras, that, difpleafed with his fervants for their floth, heflung from“ 


dy,it from the 
fame root. 

De fera nu- 
min; vindil. 


them, faying, Valete quoniam vobisirafcor, 1 will leave you; for chati am angry 
with you. The very firft infurrc&tions of inordinate Paffions are to bee crufht 
the firit fmoke of them to be fmothered, which elfe will fume up into the head, and 
gather into fo thicka cloud, as wee fhall lofe the fight of our felves, and what ıs 
beft to be done: Ceafe therefore from rath anger, and ftint ftrife berime. The be- 
ginning of it, faith Solomoa, is as when one letteth out Warer: therefore wye of 
Gontention before it bee medled With. Prov. 17. 1.4. Storms rife out of*firtle prefs; 
and the higheft windes are, at firfl, buta {niall vapour. Had*fouah ftopt ot Rept 
back, when he felt himfelf firft ftirred, he had not io fhamefully over-fhot bimfelf, 
nor heapt up fo many finnes, as he did in the following entercourfe with Almighty 
God. He was naturally hot, and batty: and fo were thofe two brethren the founes 
of thunder; they had quick and hot fpirits, Zike 9. 55. Now, where there is 
much untowardneffe of nature, there Grace is the. more eafily overborn : fowre 
wines need much fweetning. Gods beft children, though ingrafted into che true 
vine, yet carry they about them a relith of the old ftock fill. Iris thoughe by very 
good Divines, that Jonah feeling his own weakneffe in giving place to anger, 
thougheco ftrive againft it, and to addreffed himfelf to prayer, verfe z. but tranf- 
ported by his paflions of grief and rath anger, while by prayer hee thought to 
have overcome them, they overcame him, and his prayer too: fo crue is thar of che 
Apoftle ; The wrath of man workerh not the righteonfacffe of God Jam. 1.20. ` 
‘Verfe 2. >And he prayed unto the Lord, | i-e. He thought to have done fo; but. 

by the deceitfulneffe of his own heart, he quarrel’d with God; and inflead of 
wraftling with, him, as Jacob, he wrangled with him. The words feem to be rather 
a brawle thena prayers which fhould ever proceed from a fedate and ferled fpirit, 
and hold conformity with the willof God. Could Jonah- be in cafe to pray, when 
he had neither right conceptions of God, nor boweleof mercy to men: but chat 
millions of people muft perifh rather then hebe held'a falfe Prophet? Say there 
were fomething in it of peace for Gods glory, which he thought would fuffer ; asif 


2 


God were either mutable, or impotent. | Say thae there were in this outbur{t, fome- 
thing of affection to Gods people, who had then no greater enemy’to fear, then 
thefe Ninevites ; whom therefore Jonah would have had deitroyed according to 

~ his 


the Prophecie of Jonah. | 
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bis prediction : yet cannot he be excufed for falling fo foul upon God, and upbray- 
ding Him with that which is his greatelt glory, Exod, 33. 28, 19. with Exod. 34, 
6,7. The truth is, nothing Makes a_man eccentrick, in his motions, fo much as 
head-ftrong paflions, and private refpects. He that brings thefe into Gods pre- 


fence, fhalti do him but little good fervice. The foul is then onely well carried, 
when neither fo becalmed that it moves not when it fhould, nor yet toffed with 


tempefts to move diforderly, as did Jonah here, and Job, in that peevith prayer of 


his, chap. 6.8,9- See alfo Jer.20. 7,8. 
I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my faying, &c. | that is, my thought : for whe- 


ther he worded it thus with God till now, it appeareth not: but God heareth the 


language of mens hearts: and their lence to himis a peaking evidence. 
when I was yet inmy countrey. | And had Jonah {o foon forgotten what God had 


done for him, fince he came thence ? Oh what a grave is oblivion! and what a 
ftrange paflage is that (and yet how common?) Then beleeved they his words, they 


fang bis praife. They foon forgat bis works, they Waited not for hés counfil, Pfal.106. 
"12,13. Jonah did not furely wait for Gods counfel, but anteverted it. Idcirco an- 
reverti, faith he in the next words, (Therefore I fled before ) and thought hee had 
faid well,fpoke very good reafon. It is the property of luft and paffion, fo to blear 
the underftanding of aman, that he fhall think he hath reafon to be mad, and that 
there is great fenccin finning, Dogs ina chafe bark at their owne mafters: fo do 
‘people in their paflions let flie at their beft friends. Z hey fet reir mouth againft the 
heavens, and their tongue walketh thorow the carth, Pial. 73. 9. lesah in his heat 
here, juftifieth his former flight, which he had fo forely fmarted for, Et quafi qui~ 
dam Ariftarchus, he taketh upon him to cenfure God for his fuperabundant good. 
neffe, which is above all praife. 

For I knew that thon art a gracious God, and mercifull, &c. | This He knew to be 
Gods name, Exed. 34. 6,7. but withall he fhould haveremembred, what was the 
laft letter in that Name ; viz. that he will by no means clear the guil:y. See Nabum 
1. 2,3. The fame fire hath burning heat and chearfull light. Gractows is the Lord, 
but yet righteous, faith David, Pial. 116. 5. his mercy goes ever bounded by his 
truth. This fowab fhould have confidered; and therefore trembled thus to have 
upbraided God with that mercy by which himfelf fubfifted : and but for whicti he 
had been long fince in hell, for his tergiverfation and peeviftineffe. But mercy re- 
joyceth againft judgement, and runneth as a {pring, without ceafing. it is not like 
thofe pools about Jerzfalem that might be dried up with the tramplings of horfe 
and horfe-men. The grace of God was exceeding xbundant,1 Tim, 1.14. it hath 
abounded to flowing-ever, as the Sea doth above the hugeft rocks, See this inthe 


prefent inftance. foxab addeth finne to finne, and doth enough toundo himfelf vate traco 


for ever: fothat a man would wonder how God could forbear killing him, as hee 
had like to-have done Mofes, when he met him inthe Inne. But He is God, and 
not man: he contents himfelf to admonith foxes of his fault , as a friend and fa- 
miliar, velut cum co colludens, jefting with him, as it were, and by an outward 
figne, fhewing him how grievoufly he had offended. Concerning thefe Attributes 
of God here recited, fee the Note on Joc! 2.13. and fay with Anftin; Lawdent 
alij pietatem: Dei cgo mifcricordigms. Let no {pider flick poifon out of this fwecteft 
flower: nor out of a blind zeal make ill ufe of it, as Jonah doth, for a cloke of his 
rebellion: left abufed mercy turn into fury. . 

Verfe 3. Threfore now, O Lord, take I befecch thee my life from me, A pitifull 
peevifh prayer, fuch as was that of Job, and that of Jeremy above noted: to which 
may be added Sarah's hafty with for God to arbitrate betwixt her and her husband: 
Mofeshis quibling with God, tillat length he was angry; Exod.4. 10,14. Eliah’s 
defire to die out of difcontent, &c. What a deal of filth, and of Aeth, clogs and 
cleaves to our beft performances? Hence David “fo prayes for his prayers, 
and Nebemiab for pardon of his reformations. Anger is ever anevil counfellour ; 
but when it creeps into our prayes, it corrupts them worfe then vinegar doth the 
veffel wherin it ftandeth. Submit your felves therefore to God ( as Ionab fhould have 
done) refift this devil (of pride and paffion) and he will fee from you: asby giving 
place to impatiency ye give place to the Devil, Eph. 4. 26. who elfe (by his vile in- 
jections, or at leaft by his vain impertinencies) will {fo flie-blow and marre our du- 
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7 foon fall from their righteoufneffe, and then be deftroyed, though for prefent fome. T 
what favoured of God. Afercer reads the text in the preterpluperfec? tenje, and 
makes it an byfferon preteron thus, exierat autem Jonas ; but Jonas had gone out of 
the city, fc» before he had fhewed himfelf fo hot and hafty againft God, and braw. 
led with him as above. Others think, that when he faw which way the fquares were 
like to go, he flung out of the city ina great pelt: and if God had fetcht him a- 
gain with a flewet onthe ear (as Queen Elizabeth did-the Earl of E fex her favou- PORA 
rite, when being croffed by her of his will fire uncivilly turned his back as it were in Camb, Eiifat., 
contempt) he had done him no wrong : But God is long-fuffering, &c. He confi- 
dereth whereof we are made, and with what {trong corruptions we are befet. He 
knowes chat finne hath a {trong heart, and will not eafily be done to death: that 


nothing cleaves more pertinacioully, or is more inexpugnable then a ftrong luft; 
vying void. Provident we muft be ( but not over-tender ) to preferve our reputation: whether it be worldlineffe, wantonneffe, paflionateneffe, pride, ambition, revenge, 


learning of the unjuft fteward by lawfull (though he did by unlawful) means to or the like : thefe Jebz/res will nor eafily be driven out; thefe fturdy rebels wiii 
do it : for our Saviour noted this defect in the children of ligt, that herein hardly be fubdued ; thefe ftick clofett, as a thirt doch co a leprous body ; and can- 
they were not oft fo wife as they fhould be, Luke 16.8. But /onah was too heady nat be done off but with great adoe. Nowif Jonzhbe of a cholerick conftituticn, 
and hafty in this with of hisdeath ; becaufe his credit, as he thought, was crackt, and foon kindled ; if this evil of his nature have been confirmed by cufteme (a 
and he fhoulld be lookt upon as alyar. But was the Enge of a good conicience fecond nature) if Satan ftirre up the coals, and fay to him asthe people did to Pi. 
nothing to him ? was Gods approbation of no value, nor the good efteem of his lar, Do as thou ever haft dene: God gracioully confiderech all this, and bearech 
faithful people? It was enough for Demetriss that he had a good report of the rrsth with his evil manners, ; 
3 Joox.12. whatever the world held or faid of him. Whatis the honour of the and fat on the caft-fide of the city] Quite out of the precincts ; where he might 
world but a pue of ftinking breach ? and why fhould any Jonah be fo ambitious of fee their ruine, and not futfer with them. Faux after he had laid’ his train, and fee 
it, as that without it he cannot find in his heart to live. Life is better chen honours jt aworkto fire the powder at fuch an hour, was to have retired him felfinco Georges 
Jofeph is yet alive, faith Jacob. To have heard that Jofeph lived a fervant would fields, ‘and there to have beheld the fport. That Jonah was fo uncharitable as ta 
have joyed him, more then to heare that he died honourably. ‘fhe greater blef- with and wait the overthrow of Niniveb, and not that they would rather return 
fing obicureth the lels. Heis not worthy of honour, that isnot thankfull for life. | and live, admits of no cxcufe. But that expecting its overthrow (according ta 
St. Pauls defire to be diffolved that he might be with Chrift, which is farr farr the that God had threatned by him) he fecured himfelf by feparating from thofe fin- 
ketter Phil. 1. 3.was much different from this of Jonah ners againft their own fouls, was well and wifely done of him. Seg Efa. 48. 20. and 
Ferf. 4. Doe§t thon do well to be angry? | Or what ? art thos verg angry? Niu- 52. E1. 2 Car. 6.17, Rev. 16.4. Lot did fo from Sodom, the people from Core and 
quid rette ? Summon the fobriety ot thy fenfes before thine own judgeinent: and his complices, John and his difciples from Ceriuthus the heretick : 


rem a ee ee + Se es 

~ tiesthat we may well wonder, they are not caft back as dirt into our faces, Sure it is 
that if the holy Ghoft had not his hand in our prayers, there would not be the 
leait goodneffe in them: no not uprightneffe and truth , without which Chrif 
would never prefent them, or the Father accept them. 

for it is better for me to die thento live} fc. in that difgrace that I fhall now un- 
dergo of being a falfe prophet, not henceforth to be believed. Lo, this wasit thar 
troubled the man fo much, as it did likewife Mofes, Exod. 4.1. T hey will not bem 
lieve me; for they will fay, The Lord kuch not appeared unto thee. But God fhould 
have been trufted by them for chat, and his call obeyed howfoever, without con- 
fults or difputes ; careleffe of their own credit, fo that God might be exalted. True 
itis, that a man had better die with honour, then live in diigrace, truly fo called. 


Goot It were better for me to dic, faith holy Paal, then that aay man foould make my g lo- 
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D. Hall Cms 
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eine! i ; he fprung out of Pzraretn. 
ice whether there be acaufe. Is it not lawful for meto do what 1 will with mine ehe Bach from that blafphemer, left he fhould be punithed with him : f the church 
Mat20.43." own >? Is thine eye evil becaufe Iam good ? Shall I not thew mercy on whom 1 will of Jerufalem packt away to Pella, &c. 0 ele Ls es, 
fhew mercy ? Or envieft thou thefe poor Ninivites their prefervation, for my fake? ` E . ad there made him a both] A forry fomething, wherein to repofe himfeff, till 
Cannot 1 provide for mine own glory, and for thine authority by other means and 


the indignation were over-paft. Minifters as good fouldiers of Jefus Chrift mutt 
fuffer hardfhip, be cogtent ta dwell in tents, or tolie in huts, till they come to the 
heavenly palace, where they fhall have a betrer building, 2 Cor.5. 1. yea, a throne 


wayes then thou imagineft ? Have patience Josah, and reft better fatisfied with my 
difpeniation. Be fwift to bear, flow to peak , flow to wrath. For, 1 wot well, the 


Jam.3x.19,20 Wrath of man worketh nor the righteor{neffe of God. This thou wilt fee and fay as in that city of pearl, whole matter builder is God, Hek. 11.13, Mean while let 
much, when come to thy felf, for now thou art quite off; and being teanfported as them not feek great things for chemfelves: but as the Turks never build fum ptuoufe Verdi 
thou are, ly for their own private ufes, but content themt{elves with fimple cottages how mean P4312- 
foever, good enough fay they, fer the fhort rime of our pilgrimage here: fo much 
Nil audire voles, ail difcere, quod levet earum. : more fhould Chriftians, & elpecially Minilters, whofe reward ( how little foever upon 
Hora, carth ) is great in heaven. Let them live upon reverfions: and ch ough their dwelling 
Hierome feeks to excufe Jonah’s anger: but God here condemneth it, as not well: be but mean,a booth or little berter,yer they fhall have ttately manfions above: and Mars.t, 
and Jonah himfelf, partly by not anfwering again, and partly by recording the fto- in the mean time,if they can bur fay as thar Heathen did, *By2d à gi Seol, God dwels 
ry, feems to fay of himfelf as Father Latimer doth¥in another cafe; 1 haveufed in here with me, this houfe of mineisa Zrele Church, a tabernacle for the God of da- 
Serm.3.Sund, Mine carneft matters to fay, Yes, by Saint Mary, which indeed isnot well. Anger > |” 0bsoh how happy are they in that behalfeven above the great Turk with his Serzg- 
in Advent. is not altogether unlawful, fo it be well carried 3 It is, faith one, a tender vertie : and lio, ( which is two miles in com paffe) yea, with his whole Em pire, which (faith La- Turk. biff. 
as it is not evil to marry, but good to be wary, fo here. Let a man ask himfelf this sher)is buta cruft catt by the great houfe-keeper of the world to his dogs. 
queftion, Do Iwill to be thus angry ? and is mine indignation rightly regulated and fat under it in the fhadaw ] Having foad and reyment faith the Apoftle, Zet us 
for principle, object, meafure, end ? If it be not, the {pirit of God will be grieved therewith be content. Wwherethe ward rendred rayment fignifieth any covering over oxéamapjor, 
in the good foul, and fenfibly ftirre, Eph. 4.30, 31. yea, thou fhalt hear the cor- head, if {t be but an haircloth. Some fay it fignifies domsicéliuns an houfe : others fay Eftiys 
recting voice thereof within thee, faying, Doft thou well to be. thus angry ? Should thar houfes are not named, for that they were not any where ro fix: but to be ready yir Banu 
not all bitterneffe and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and cvil-forakine be put away, to rvn from place ro place, and to leave houfe and albhehind them: or as fouldiers ` i 
with all malice? And fhonld yenot be kind one to another, and ten ' r- hearted, for- burn their huts when the fiege ıs ended, that they may go home to their houtes ; be- 
giving one another, even as Ged for Chrifts fake hath forgiven you ? Eph.4.3 L32 l ing difcontentedly cantented in the mean while? fo fhould wé, glad to hover and . 
Verf. §. So Jonah went out of the city, ) As not yet knowing what God might do, cover under the thadow of the Almighty by the grace of faith, gue te pullaftruns, 
though he found him inclinable to fhew them mercy upon their repentance. Or he . C brift urs gallinsems facit, which makes Chrift thehen, and thee the chicken faith aie 
mightthink haply, that thele Nixivites were onely fermon-fick, penitent indeed He Cather, a ; 
the prefent, but it was too good ta hold long : thefe feemingly righteous men oo gill be might fes What Wwewld become of the city] whether God would pot ratifie 
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Efa, 5. 7. 


Maximus in 

magnis, nec 

parvusin mi- 
amis. 
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Cuat., 4. 
his word by raining down hell from heaven upon it, as once he did upon finfuli 
Sodom : or overwhelme it with the river Tigrrs, as once he did fome part of ir, faith 
Diodorus Siculus, fo chat twenty furlongs of the town-wall were thrown down by 
it. - Andthe Prophet Nabum threatencth, that with an over-flowing flood God 
would make an end ofthe place thereof, chap. 1.8. 

Verje 6. And the Lord God prepared a gonrd| fc. after that his booth was dried 
up, and the leaves withered, God by his providence, and not without a miracle 
( becaufe without feed, and fo fuddenly) furnifhed /ox2h with this gourd or ivy- 
buth, or white vine, or the plant called “Palma Chrifi, or Pentadattylon, becaufe 
it refembleth a mans hand with five fingers: fomething it was, but what, is nor 
certainely known. Kimchi thus defcribeth ic: Efè herba longs & altis frondibus 
smbrofa. \cis anherb or plant that yeeldeth good fhade with its long and large 
leaves. And many yeares before him, one Rabba fon of Hanna faid, that it growes 
by the waters fide, is commonly fet for fhade-fake, before tavern doores: and that 
oyle ismade of the feeds ofit. 

and made it tocome up over Iozah | Not only to refrefh him, ( who having been 
fo lately in the whales-belly was haply more tender-skinned then before, and not fo 
well able toendure the heate of the sun ) but alfo to make way to that reproot he 
afterwards gave him ver. 10. Hoc enim exrerzo figno, taith Mercer, for by this out- 
ward figne,God {porting with him, asit were, clearly convinceth him of his impari- 
ency ,& admonifheth him of his duty:& this He chinketh was not done till che forty 
dayes wore over. « 

to deliver him from his grief | from his head-ach, canfed by the heat of the Sun; 
which yet he curfed not as‘the {corched Ar/antes are faid to doe. Or toexhilarate 
and refrefh his {pirits after his felf-vexing: for the hafty man never wants woe, and 
r the envious perfon, becaufe he cannot come at another mans heart, feedeth upon his 
own. Now though God chide him for his fault, yet as a father he tendereth his in- 
firmity, and taketh care that the /pirit faile not before him and the foule that ke bad 

made. And itisas ifhe fhould fay ; Ionah goeth on frowardly in the way of his 
heart ; I bave feen his wayes and will heale bim:\ will leade him alfo, and reffore com- 
forts unto him Efay §7.16,17,18 As itisarule in Phyfick, {till co maintaine nature. 

fo 1onah was exceeding glad] Heb. rejoyced with great joy, that is, Japra modum, 
he was exceffivein all his paflions, which fpeakes him a weake man. Some think he 
rejoyced the more in the gourd, as conceiving that God thereby voted wich him, 
and for him. This was.alfo Leahs errour, when rejoycing in that whereof fhe fhould 
have repented rather, fhe faid Gen. 30. 18. God bath given me my hire, becanfe 1 
have given my maiden to my husband, and foe hath borne mes fift fon. So much mif- 


raken are the beit fometimes - and {o bladder-like, is mans foule; that filled with | 
earthly vanityes though but wind, and gone with a wind, it growes great, and {wels - 


in pride‘and folly : but if pricke with the leaft pin of piercing grief, it fhrivelech to 
nothing. 

Verfe 7. But God prepared a worm, AI occurrences are to be afcribed not to Na- 
ture, Fate, or Fortune, but to God: who ashe is Great in great things, fo is he not 
little in the leaf. He prepared firit the gourd, and then the worm, and then the 
wind. He was the great doer in all. He fo atcempereth all, that his people fhall 
have their timesand their turns of joy and forrow. Thefe two aretyed together, 
faid the Heathen, with chaines of Adamant : hence alfo Ageronia’s altar in the tem- 
ple of Volspia. See the circle God ufually goes in with his, Pfal. 30. 9, 6, 7 &c. 
to teach them that all outward comforts are but as grafs or flower of the field, which 
he can foone blaft or corrode by fome worme of his providing. Moneo te tterumane 


irerumg; monebo faith Ladtantins, warn thee therefore, & will do it againe & againe, ° 


that chou look not upon thofe earthly delights aseither great or true to thofe that 
truftthem : but as things that are not onely deceitfull, becaufe doubtfull but alfo 
deadly, becaufe delicious. ‘i here is a worm lies couchant in every gourd to fmite 
it, a teredo to watt it, befides the worm of confcience bred in that froath and Filth, 

for a perpetuall torment. 
and it [mor the gourd that it withered] Plants have alfo their wounds, difeafes and 
death, faith Pliny. The gcurd being gnawed at the root, and robbed of its moift- 
nefs withered. Sic tranfit gloria mandi, Buttherighteous fhall flourish like a palm- 
s tree 


$ ae -— gò iin nia 
air 


Cua 4. K 
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trec ( notlike this pedm-crift-) Pad. 92.12. Now the palm-tree though it have ma~... z 

ny waightsat the top, and many tnakes or wormesatthe roor, yerititill fayes, Nec Alia: Emp. 
premor nec perimor, 1 am neither born down, nor dried up: butas Noabsolive 

drown’d, keptits verdure; andas Mofes bufh fired but not confumed; fo farcth 

it with the righteous, perfecuted bet nor forfaken crc. 2 Cor. 4. 8, 9. andat death a 

crown of lifeawaites him, Quanta perennis erit an immarcefcible crown, an inheri- St, Thom. 
tance undefiled and that withereth nor, Pet. 1. 4, thatduffereth no ALarafosus, but Bodlye’s pofy, 
is referved frefh and green for you inheaven ; like the palm-tree which Pling faith 
never lofeth his Ieate nor fruit: or like that Perfian tree, whereof Theophraffus faith, 
that at the fame t:me ic doth bud, bloflome and beare fruit. 

Ferfe 8. God prepared a vehement Eaft- wind] The windes then blow not where 
they lift, atrandome J.mean,and without rate: but are both raifed and layed againe 
by God athis pleafuse. He prepared, and fent out of his treafures, this Jer. 10,13, 

violeat Eaft-wind) Heb: filent: fo called either becaute it Gilenceth all other g Selomoh 
winds with its vchemency: or becauf: when itblowes, men are made filentor ` : 
deaf with its dinn, fo thatcheic tale cannot be heard. There are that by filent 
here underftanda fill, low, gentle Eaft-wind, that sooled not tbe heate of the 
ayre inflamedby the Sun, but rather added toit, and fetiton: xgusmve the Greeks 
interpretit: and thistuites well with that which followech, 

and the Sun beat upon the bead of Jonah) Uffit & left Pfad. 121, So the Poer, 


~———— feriente cacumina Sole. 


Chryfoftome cannot but wonder, that whereas all fire naturally tendeth upwards, 
the Sun fhould fhoot his beames downwards, and affe&t thefe lower bodyes wich 
hislightand hear. Whereby if he be tronblefometoany Jonah, itisbecaufeGod WAY 
will have it fo ( for he isa fervant, as his name in Hebrew importeth ) without ‘ 
whom neither Sun fhineth nor raine falleth Mat. 5. 45. and who by affli@tions Mat.13.6.ar, 
( fet forth inScripture by the heate of the Sun ) bringeth back his ftraglers P/al. ee a 
119. 97. aA 
that be fainted | Though the head of man batha manifold guard upon it, as be- ERAS 
ing overlaid firft with haire, skin and ficth, like the three-fold covering of the Ta- 
bernacle; and then encompafled with a skullof bones like boards of Cedar; and 1 
afterwards with diverfe skins like filken esrtaines: and laltly enciofed with the Obtesucfuir 
yellow skin which Solomon calleth te golden ewer Eccle. 12. 6. ,_ marre 
yet Jonah fainted and Wwifhed ia himfelf to die) Lra ut ab animo [uo peteret mori, ha barre ixd. 
required of his fouleto go out of hisbody, Egredere ô anima mea, as Hilarion laid, me 
butina better fenfe he called for death, as his duc: being, belike, of Sexeca’s 
mind, that Narere hath beftowed this benefit on men, that they may bereave 
themfelves of lite, whenfoever they pleafe + not confidering chat Godis Lord of 
life and death, neither may any one lay down his life but when He calleth for 
it: asa fouldicr may not leave his ftation, but at the command of his captaine. 
it is better for me to die then to live| Not{o Jonah; unleffed you were ina better 
mind. You fhould rather fay as Martinas onhis fick-bed did, Domine fi adbue Sever Epift. 3 
populotuo fum neceffarins, Lordif I may vet be ferviceable tothee,.and ufefull to Bernard. 
thy people, Irefufe not life and labour. Oras Mr: Bolter on his death-bed defi- 
rous to be diflolved, when he was told by fome ftanders by, that though ic was Mr. Bagfbaw. 
better for him to die then tolive, Yet the Church of God would mitshim: He te lifeof 
thus {weetly replied with David 3 Sam. 15, 25, 26. IfI foal find favour in the Mr. Belton. 
eyes of the Lord, he will bring me again Gc. but, if otberwife, loe here I am, let 
him do what feemeth good in his eyes. A good man is born for the benefit of many, 
as Bycers Phyfitians faidto him: neither may he defire to dic out of dilcontent, 4.) 4 ae 
as Jonah did fora trifle, wherein he was croffed ; and rather then which tohave fs ifafed ae 
been deprived of, Nintveh that great city, by his content, fhould have been de- teruri utilitat 
ftroyed. hat he never after this would return to his own countrey, butwasfo efe natum. 
fick of the fret that he died of the fallens, as feme Hebrewes fay, I cannot beleeve. 
See the Note on ver. 3. l i í 
Fer.g. Doeft thou well tobe angry for the gourd ? | What? fo foon blown up for 
a thing cé nothing ? Tantane anima cocleftibus ira ? m 


Eneid. lib, 1. 


Dijne 


332 


AÆneid. lib. 1. 
Ibid. lib, 9. 


Domine libera 
me à malo he- | 
mine meipfe, 


Num, 14. 28, 
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Dijne hunc ardorem mentibus indynt 
Exriale? an fun cuique deus fit dira libido ? 


Cuar.. 


Knew not Jonah that to be angry withouta caufe, was to be in danger of the judge- 
ment? Mat, §. 22. that ic wasa mortall fin, and not veniall, as Papiits falfly con. 
clude from that text. which fets not fortha different punifhment of rath ‘anger, 
but adiverfe degree of punifhment? that itis the murther of the heart, as cur 
Saviour there fhewes, and the fountaine.of the murther both of the tongue, andof 
the hand? will he be like the foolith bee, who lofeth her life to get revenge? 
See the Note on ver. 4, 
and he faid) Before he faid nothing when reproved for his rath anger ver, 4, 
and that was beft. Now he chats againft God, laying the reines in the neck of his 
nuly paffions, andrunning riot. Who can underftand his criours? and who can 
tell how oft a fervant of God may fall into a foul fin, if ftrongly inclined thereto by 
nature, or violently tempted by {fatan and his inftraments? OF Jedah indeed it is 
exprefly noted, that he haew hus danghter-in law Tamar uae Ho more Gen. 3}, 
26. Bur what fhall we fay to Lors double inceft 2 ` to Sampfons going down againe 
to Gaza Indg. 16? to Abrahams twice denying his wife? to lobns twice adorin 
the Angell Kev. 19. 10.and 22. 8? Let him that ftandeth, take hecd lef} he fail: 
and let Gods people fee that there be no way of wickedne ffe foundin thein, chat they 
allow not, wallow not in this guzzle : fith hereby they loofe not their js: hereditas 
rinm, but yet their jus aptitydinale, not their title but yet their fitnefle to Gods 
kingdome: and perhaps, their fulneffe of reward there 2 John 8. 
and be faid, 1 do well to be angry, even unto death] A fearcfull out-burft: refit 


pallion at the firftrifingup: elfe who knowes whither it may tranfport us ? Pati- . 


ons, faith One, like heavy bodies down feep hils, once in motion move them- 
{elves : and know no ground but the bottome. lonah ( faith Another upon this 
text ) flights admonition, rifech up in an animefity againft it to adefperate degree 
ofanger : fuch wild beafts are furious paffions when we give them the reines. 
Thus He, Sarely as the Lion beateth himfelf with his own taile : and as fullen birds 
ina cage beate themfelyes to death, fo could Jonah in this rage find in his heart to 
do : and he fhamesnot to tell Godas much. It was therefore no ill with of him 
that defired God to deliver him from that naughty man Himfelf, from headlong 
and headftrong paffions, .which may not only diflweeten a mans life but fhorcenit. 
The Emperor Nerva died of a fever contracted by anger. Valentinian by an irrup» 
tion of blood. Wenceflans King of Bohemia ina rage againft his cup bearer tell 
prefencly intoa palfey, whercof he died. What difeale Ionah died of I know 


fot: but this 1know, thatinhis neat he did and faid enough here inthis text, to: 


have made Almighty God retolve ashe did oncecagainft thofe muttering Muti- 
neeres in the wilderneflc, 4s truly as live, faith the Lord, as ye bave [poken in mins 
cares, fo Will I do to yon: Yhou fhalt {urely dye Jonab ; out of thine own mouth 


- willl judge thee &c. But God chofe rather to glorifie himfelf in Jonzh’s falvation, 


Iob 18: 26. 


then in his deferved deftruction. Dat igitur punitentiam, © pofted indsslgentians 
(as that father prayed )He therefore firit giveth him repentance, and then par- 
don, as appeareth partly by his recording of thefe paffages, and fo fhaming himfelf, 
as it were, before all the world: and partly alfo by his clofing up his Prophefie 
with filence: not ftriving with God for the laft word, as Peter did with Chrift, 
and would needes carry it, till the event of things confuted him, and he was glad to 
{eek a corner to cry in Mat, 26, 35. with 75. 

Verfe 10. Then faid the Lord) He did not roare upon Jonah, nor run upon him 
with a drawn fword, even on his neck, upon the thick bolfes of bis bucklers: but 
gently faid unto him, that he mightthe moreadmire his own impotency and Gods 
lenity ; both which he ftudioufly defcribeth all along this Prophefy ; a good Gene 
of his found repentance. 

Thou kaft had pitty onthe gourd] Here is the end {cope and application of the 
parable ; whereby it apeareth that God prepared not the gourd fo much for the 
cafe and ufe of Jozh’s body, as foramedicine to his fonle, convincing him of the 
iniquity both of his wayes and withes, by anargument drawn from the lefle to the 
greater: andconfuting him by a comparifon. Thou, a finfull and wretched man, 


al 
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ee 
halt had pitty Or fpared, and art forryit perithed. The gcurda forry hrub, a 
meane mufhrome, and none of thine neither, butas lentihee: Alaffe matter, faid 
they it was but borrowed: 
for the which thos haft not laboured) And focantt not be fo faft-ae@ed to it. wevTes dye 
For ali men love their own works rather then other mens, as parents and pocts, 770) oF puro 
faith Ariftorle: proving thereby, that thofe which have received theirriches from il a tea 
their parents are more liberall, then they which have gotten them by their own Ethic. l PA 
abour. j 
i neitker madeft it grow) Thou haft neither planted nor watered it, or any way 
added to it, by thine induftry : for that alfo wasno part of thy paines but mine, 
Not that God labourcth about his creatures ; for he doth all his work without tcole 
or toile Efa. 40. 28 butthis, as many other things in Scripture, are fpokenafter 
the manner of men, and fo mutt be taken. ; $ a 
Which came up in a night] Heb: was the fon of a night, not without a miracle 3 Er 
though Pity {peak of the quick and wonderfull grouth of this fhrub, | 
and perifoed ina night) Cito oriens, city itidem moriens, quickly come, andas 
quickly gone ; a fit embleme of earths happinefle. Surely man Walketh ina vaine 
foew ; fench quadam felicitate temporaliter florens : they fhail foonbe cut down Aug, Ep. 420 
like the graf, and wither asthe green herb, They are but Hemerobijs their life is. “6 SP 120. 
buta day ( and fuch a day too, as no man is fure to have twelve houres toit Jas’ 
this gourd was but of one dayes continuance, a, it came up in a-nighr, foit perifhe 
edthe next; cito crevity citò decrevit, repente prolstus, repeste {ublatus,of very f . 
Small continuance. Tarnow. 
Verjext, Aad thould xo (pare Niniveh} I whoam all-bowels: I who ama 
fin-pardoning God Neb. 9. 31. nonelike me for that Aic. 7 18. I, whoam the Ego emphati« 
Futher of mercies, andGod of ah comfort 3 Cor. 1-4. whofe property and pra &ife it cum. Mercer, 
is to comfort thofe thut are caft down2 Cor. 7. 6. Ty who am fo tranfcendently gra- 
tious, that thou halt even bit me in the teeth with it ver. 2, fhould not | be affected 
with the deftruction of Nixiveh 2 $ 
` that great city} See Notes on chap. 1. 2. and chap. 3-3,4 yea Iwill fparcit, fick 
itis ten thoufand times more worth then thar gourd of thinefo much pittied. 
wherein are more then fixfcore thoufand Perfons] more then twelve myriads of- 
innocent infants that cannot difcerne &c. but live a kind of fenfitive life, as not yet 
come to the ufe of reafon, andare therefore matched and mentioned with beafts. 
And alfo much cattle (a part of my care) which have had their fhare, as they could, 
in the common humiliation ; and fhall therefore fhare in the common prefervati- 
on. Andhaft chou an heart to repine at this and not to be fet down with fo good 
reafon? Jonah is now fad and filenced: and although we heare no further of him, 
yet methinks T fee him ( Iob-Zik_) laying his hand upon his mouth in an humble ; 
yeeldance: yea putting his mouth in the duft, and faying Once have I Spoken, but I Jeb 4o.5, - 
will not anfwer: yea twice, but I wil! proceed no further. Teach me, ana I will joisa 
hold my tongue: for thou baft canfed me to underftand wherein I have erred, How eee 
forcible are right words Gc. 


A cofi. 


COMMENT 


EXPOSITION 


_ Upon the Prophefie of 


MICAH. 


Cuar. I. 


, He word of the Lord ec. ] See the Note on Hof.1.1. 
$4 fo Micah the Morafthite to diftinguifh bi m from 
Micaiah che fon of lxslab, who propnecied in A- 
habs dayes, above an hundred yeares befure this. 
Micah the Morafthite, fo called trom the place of 
his birth or abode which ts made famous by him 
(as Abdera was by Democritus, Hippo by Axftin) 
and not He by it; Ambrofe faith hi. name fignifi- 


a 


es 
À a: 
WEH 


eth, Quis ifte ? who's this? who? (faith chat Father in anfwer ) Not one of: 


the common fort, but an elect veffeli to carry Gods name to his people. Hierome 
from his title Moraftbite interpreted, calleth him Coberedem Chrifti Coheire with 
Chrift, of whom and his kingdome he {weetly Prophecieth: dnd may therefore 
becalled the Evangclicall Prophet; as was E/ay, his contemporary with whom 
he hath many things common : and this one thingabove him, that he nameth Bethe 
debem Chrifts birth-place chap. 5. 2. for the which (as well as for his boldnefie Ier, 
26. 18.) he was famous in the Church Mar. 2. 6. Iob. 7. 42. 

inthe dayes of lotham, Abax.Hexekiah| Ahaz ftandeth between Tothamand He- 
zekiah, asthiftle or thorn between two lillyes. or rofes. Mazaffeh comes after, 


and degeneratesinto his grandfather Akaz. To his time Micah attained not, much | 


defie to Jofiahs, as Ifidore hath it : tor betwixt Totham and lofiah were an hundred 
and twenty yearesatleaft. Tt is probable thar Micak Prophefied forty yeares, if 
hot more: wherein he faw many changes, and mer with many moleftations: had 
caufe enongh to cry ont with his Colleague , bo bath beleeved our report ? 
My Leaneneffe, my leaneneffe cc. Yet held he on his courfe ; as being of Latimers 
mind, who fpraking in one of his fermons ofa minifter that gave this antwer 
why he left off preaching ? viz, becaufe he faw he did no good ; ie Get 

3 atimer, 


Cuar.4. the Prophecie of Mica 


sLatimer, is a naughty, a very naughty anfwer. 
which he faw! fc. with the eyes of his mind, for the nfe ofthe Church ;' whereto 
this pt ophefie comescommended, fiiftas the wordof the Lard, and {ecoadly, as ex» 
traordinarily revealed to this Prophet; -“ . eee 
concerning Samparia dud Jerufalem] Samaria feemcth tobe firt named becaufe 
moft guilty before.God. They are yoked together, becaufe there was ferace ever 
abetter ( Aholchand Abslibah filters in fin ) and one the much worfe for the others 
neighbourhood. Jerufalem would take it in high {corn (likely) to'be. matched 
with Samaria (fo mach flighted and fhunned by her lex. 4.9. ) as Papifts now 
doto be fetby Proteftants, Turks by Chriftians ( the word ofa mafuiman beares 
down all other teftimony amongftthem ) But this Prophet is very bald ( asit is faid 
of I/ay his soatancus Rom.10.20 } binds them beth up in ong bundle and Ipareth nog 
to fhew Jadah their tran{ereffions, and the honfe of Jacob their fins. ` i 
` Ferfe2. Heare, all ye people, | He beginneth as E/ay, in a lofty and ftately 
file, powring bimfelfour in a golden flood of words (as Tully {peaketh of Arifte- 
tles Politicks ) and calling for utmoft attention and affection: as knowing that he 
had to do with men more deaf then fea-montfters, and more dul! chen thevery earth 
they trod on ; whichis therefore here commanded to hearken, fith men ( that ba- 
bitable part of Geds earth Pro. 8. 31 ) will not heareand give care: wherein they are: 
worfe then the infenfible creatures Pful. 11 9. 91. ` ; 
and lei the Lord God be witneff: against you) Here he turneth his fpeech to the 
sefractary Jewes: {peaking to God asa righteous judge and fwift witneffe, Jadex, 
Jadex, vindex, againk them if they hearkened nos to his meffage, nif pareant, idea 
gue pereant. 
i the Lord from his boly temple] that is, tet him teftifie from heaven Pfa. 11.” 4, 
that he is difpleafed with you, and that i have carefully fought your foules-health. 
Or, from bis temple at Teruefslem wherein ye glory, and where ye think ye have 
thimas faft bound to you, as the 7 yriaas had their ido! Apollo, whom they chained 
and nailed to a poft, that he might not forfake them, when Alexander befieged 
their town, and tookit. The Heathens had a trick when they hefieged a city, to 
eall the Tarelar gods out of it by a certain charme, as beleeving that it could not 
otherwife be taken. Ina like fenfe whereunto fome have interpreted the following: 
verfes here. f : ; i 
` Ferfe 3, For beheld the Lard wenacth ot of his place | that is, fay they gui of 
Judea and his temple thére, leaving it to the Chaldxansand Affyrians. See Ezech. 
3. 12. and ebsprers 9. Yo, and 14, «where God makes divers removes from the 


Macrob. lib.z, 
cap. 9. ` 
Virg. En. x. 


Cherubins to the threfhold, from thence tothe [faft-gare,; from thence to moune - 


Olvet, quite out of the city chap. 11. 23 and when Gad was gone, then followed 
the facall calamity, in the ruine of the city. But by Gods comming. farth ont of -hiz 
place here, {conceive is meant his defcending from heaven to do juftice on this hy. 
pocriticall nation, Efay 26. 21, and becaule hypocritis’ nihil Supidius hypocrites 
re(ting on their external] performances and priviledges will hardly be perfwaded af 
any cvifl toward them Mic. 3. a1. fs not she Lord, fay they amougs$ us? none 
cvill can come npon xs ; therefore we have heare an emphaticall Eece, Bebedd the 
Lord conmeth: he is even upon the way already, and willbe here wich the firit. 
He will come down as once at Sodom, when their fin was very grievous Gen. 18.20. 


when they were overcharged with the fuperfluity of naugheingf ; God came from 


hetven to give their land a vomit; And fohewould do here: for Unregeneratg ` 


frael was to God as Ethiopia Am. 9.7. as the Rulers of Sadom, and people of Go, 
morrah Efey 1. 10. : Pl ee 

and zread upon the high-places of the earth | the High and mighty Ones, that 
having gatten on the top of their hillocks as fo many Ants,think themfelves fo much 
the better and fater, repofe confidence in their high places and ftrong-holds, as 
Nebuchadnezzar did in his Babel, Edom in his chifts of the rocks, munitions of 
rocks, Glad. 3. the rich fool in bis heapes end hoards Lyk. 12. rhefe, with their 


: falfe confidences, God will tread down in his anger, and trample them in his fury, . 


as the mire of the itreets: he will’bring down sheir ftrength to the earth, and lay 


_ their honour in the duit. Ja. 53. 3,6 


nesha pe moises under bin This isto the felf-fame fenle: 


Perfo 4yAud the montaj feats 
Though 


Sa a ene ee 


e s 
36 l eAn Expofition on Cunat.. 
— m ——— SS nr a 
Though men fwell in their own eyes, to the hugeneffe of fomany mountains: and 
though gotten upor their bill of ice, they think they fhall never be moved, Pfal. 
30. 6,7. yet when God with his devouring fire, and everlafting burnings comesin 
prefence, thefe craggie mountains fhall foor diffolve and melt as wax, they thall be 
as waters, poured down a: defcent, they fhall flow as a land-fioo, &e. Ly which 
fimilitudes, and familiar comparifons is notably fer forth thé irrefiftible wrath of 
God for the alfrighting of hard-hearted finners, that they may take hold of his 
ftrength, and make peace with him, Efay 27.5. , . E 
The valleys alfo foall be cleft. ] The poorer fort alfo fhalti have their fhare in 
the common calamity. God will neither fpare the high for their might, nor the 
bafe for their meanneffe, but Lords and lofels together, hall be ‘as Wax bifore the 
fire, &c.| Wax isa poor fence againtt fire, fticks and {tubble againfta firong tor- 
rent: fo humane force, againft divine judgements. eS 
Verfe 5. For the tran/arcffion of lacob zs all thes, | Leftehey theuld chi nk, either 
that thefe things werethreatned in sevrorem onely, and would never be inflicted s 
or elfe chat they had not deferved fech feverity, but that Cod fhould pour out his 
wrath rathér upon the Heathen that knew him not, and upon the families that cal- 
icd not on his name, The Prophet here fheweth that Jacob was become a juk obs 
ject of Gods indignation, by his tranfgreflions or rebellions, and the whole houfs 
of Ifrael by their finnes: there was a generall defection, and therefore they muk 
expecta gencrall deftruction. Lorwhy > the jeft Lord és inthe middeft thereof s he 
will net do iniquity, le will not acquit the guilty: morning by morning dost be bring 
bis judgements to light, he fuiteth not: bwt the anja ft knowerh no fame, will take no 
warning, which is a juft both prefage and defert of his ruine. oo, 
What ts the tron{areffion of \acob? | fay they in a chatting way ; like thote mif 
creants in Malachy, that fo worded ic with God, chap. 1, and 5- 
ls it not Samaria ? | faith the Prophet, in anfwer to that daring demand of theirs. 
So, What are the bigh-places of. Tudah ?\ viz.the fuperititions and carnall confiden- 
ces thereof? Is it not Jerufalem? faith the Prophet. Are not their capitall cities 
become their capitall finnes ? Read we not of the calf of Samaria, Hof. $8, 5. and 
did not her kings fet up idolsac Dazand Bethel, and Gilgal. and Brerfocba? As 
for Jerufalem, had fhe not turned the very Temple into an bigh-place, by refting 
inher ceremonial! fervices, and facrifices? Did not fome of her beft kings wink at, 
the high-places ? And 44az,that ftigmaticall Beliglift,thuc up Gods-Temple,and fez 
up ftrange worfhips? How then could thefe frontleffe fellowes ask wWhae is the tranf- 
greffion, &c ? and What are the hich-places&e? The Prophet goes not behind the 
door to cel] chem, chat the beft of chem were no better then a rabble #f rebels a- 
gainft heaven: and their chieftains were moft in fault, though they leaft liked to 
hear of it. Samaria isa very Pexeropotis, and Jerufalemis litcle better : they bork 
are even transformed into finnesimage: the Prophet here fpeaks of them, as if hey 
were not oncly finfull,but fin it felf; as Tuly faith of one Tubulusa Roman Preter, 
Haraporcerum, that he was fo defperately wicked, nt ejus nomen non hominis fed itt] effe videret sr; 


velcolluvies that he paffed not for a man, but for a Vice, fo flagitious were his praGifes: or as 
raidoin ca- Anjtin faith of this prefent evil world, That it is nothing elfe but a fhie of filehy 


hogs, ora kennell of mad dogs. . 

Verfe 6. Therefore I will make Samaria as an keap of the field, ] i.e. like as when 
{tones are gathered“out of a field, they are laid together on heaps: fo I will rake 
courfe that where Samaria now is, there fhall be nothing to be feen, bur heaps of 
ftones and rubbifh.God is the true vavAimve3@-: for thou baft made of a cit an heap, 
of adefenced city a ruine, a palace of Strangers to be no city, it foal never be. baile, 
Efay 25.2. Of Rome it was long finte prophefied : f 


Tota cris in cineres, quafi nunquam Roma fuilfis. 


O that God would haften thatday: Scipio forefaw it, and wept, Je.. when he faw 

. Carthage fet all ona light fire by himfelf. In thg grearneffe of the Turkio Empire 
are fwallowed ap many kingdomes and-countreys : befides all chofe Churches ard 
places fo’ much {poken -ofin Scripture, the Romans onely excepted: yet no doubt 
for their many and mighty finnes, Time fhall triumph over this fo greaga Monar- 
c NY, 
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chy, when it fhall but then live by fame, ‘as othersnow do. fam feges elt ubi Troid Turk, hift. 
fuis. Vhough chou build thy walls as high as heaven ( faid the Oracle to wicked pref. 
Phocas } yet finne that lieth at the foundation, will onc day over-curn them. Cedren. 

and as plantings of a vineyard, | that is, it fhall be made a place fit for the saps 
planting of vines: it fhall be utterly rafed and harafed. _ A: Lapide obferveth the heme anit at 
fitneffe of che expreflion here ufed, in that Samaria was feituate on an hill that Tola captivo 
bore vines: and beforeit was 3 city, it had been avineyard: God threatneth to que bove vi- 
make it fo again, and fo to ftain the pride ofall its glory: fee what a trouble-town 4r erat. 
finneis. Surely did people but know what it will once coft them,and caufe to them, Barchus amat 
they durft not but be innocente, . , 

and I will pour dewn the flones thereof into the valley, | thatis, into a by-corner. 
Elapidation is neceffary to a vine-yard, Efay 5.2. there being no poffeifion that 
requireth more pains and care, as Cato hath obferved. 

and | will difcover the foundation thereof.| I willnot leave a ftone upon a ftone, 
nor any foot-ftep of fo flately a city, thar hath fo long time been a cage of unclean 
birds, an Augean ftable of abominable idolatries. God, ashe hath loving refpe@s 
to the places of his fervants birth and abode; P/al. 87.6. Efay 49. 16. fo he fets the 
marks of his wrath upon thofe places where foul finnes have been perpetrated ; as up- 
on our Abbeys and Monafteries, whose very foundations are laid naked. 

Verfe 7. And all the graven images thereof, ] Upon thefe the jealous God will 
execute vengeance: fo to fhew his hatred of idolatry. The ones of the altars hee 
will make as chalk-ftones, that are beaten in funder: the groves and the images fall 
net ftand up, Efay 27.9. As for thofe that Worfoip them, and repent not of the works 
af their hands, Rey.9. 20. they fhall {mart furely for their idolatries, as did thofe 
of old in the wilderneffe : and the more ingenuous of their pofterity acknowledge 
at this day, chat there is no punifhment befalleth them, in which there is not ftill 
an ounce of thet golden calf. Trueitis, that the Samaritan fuperftition which was 
groffer at firft, (and for which they were carried captive bythe Affyrian ) was af= 
terwards refined by A¢amaffeh a Jew-prieft, thatin Alexanders time madea defe- 
ction tohim, and brought many Jews with him : but that faved them not from ut- 
ter deftruction. o 
` andallthe hires thereof fhall be burnt with fire, ] Her rewards given her by her 
fweet-hearts, Hof. 2. 5,12. and 9.1. her vowed prefents and memories, (as Papifts 
now call them ) her monies and donaries fhall be fet on a light fire. «God wili con- 
fute their vain confidences, as he did thofe Popifh rebels of Norfolk in Edward 
the fixths time, who brought into the battell the Pix under his canopie, and with all 
his trinkets, croffes, banners, candlefticks, memories, &c. which in the end could rik ee 
neither help themfelves, nor fave their friends from the hands of their enemies, “ee 

for foe gathered it of the hire of an harlot, &c. | Ill gotten goods thrive nor. 

Few harlots ars found to be rich. Indeed we read of Phryne, a notable ftrumpet, 

that fhe offered to rebuild the walls-of Thebes. on condition that this might be en- 

gravenon them ; “O u3 AasEad eG xe-rimater,goc. Alexander pulled them down,and . 

Phryne {et them up again, but it would not be accepted. Flora alfo the Romanz harlot 
was very rich: and fo is the whore ¿of Babylon at this day, by her trading with 
the merchants of the earth: but this will not hold long, Rev.18°10. Jn one hour 
Shall her judgement come: and inone hour fo great riches fhall come to nothing, 
verfe 17. England was wont to be counted and called ske Popes Affe; for bearing 
his burdens: and his puteus inexbauftus, his pit of treafure, whence‘hee drew at 
pleafure. Polydor Virgil was fometime:Colle@our of his Peter-pence here, &c. 
But Henry 8. cafheered and caft him out hence ; depriving him of his harter-bire. 
And well he had done, had he not given occafion to thofe that came aftef to com- 
plain. Peffidebant Papifte, poffident jam Rapifte, &c. * ot 

Verfe 8. Therefore I will wail and howle, | Good men are ufually more deeply 
affected with the wretched eftate of wicked perfons , then they themfelves are. 
Thus Samuel mourned for Sanls rejection ; Daniel was aftonied and troubled at the 
import of Nebuchadnezzars dream, chap. 4.19. Habakkuks belly trembled, ‘and . 
his lips qhivered at the confideration of the judgements that. were to come upon the 
Chaldeans. Do we fo( faith Mr. Perkins)at other mens fmartings. 

I will go fiript,] tam mente. quam vefte, renting off my garments, and cafting 
ot Ff them 


Mofes Gérand, 


Hab.3, 164 


 Cuap,y. 
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Speed. 432. 
Camd. in 
Middlefex. 


them from me, asif bereft of my wits: Pro demente vel infano quidam accipiunt 
faith Calvin here. See Efay 59. 15. withehe margent, and Efay 20. 2. 

I will make'a wailing like the dragons, | which fucking the Elephants blood; 
till he fall down dead upon them, and oppreffe them with his huge bulk, make an 
horrible howling: fo horrible ( faith Pacacius out of Pliny and Sotinus ) that they 


t amaze, yea kill chofe that hear it. Fides fit penes antores. 


and mourning as the owls, | Heb. as the danghters of the owl, or of the oftrich: 
young oftriches caft off by their dammes, Job 39 14. Lam. 4. 3. and hungerbic 
how! pitifully, as do alfo the young ravens for lixe caule, P/al. 147.9. Of the ra- 
vens of Arabia it is recorded, that full gorged, they havea tuneable fweet record: 
but empty, fcreech horribly. By thefe fimilitudes here ufed, the Prophet would ex- 
preffe his griefe to be unexpreifible. 

Verfe 9. For her wound is incurable, | Or, foe is grievonily fick of her wounds ; 
Or, her Wounds are full of angnifo, neither is there any to pour in balm of Gilead, 
to allay it: any to lick it whole,as the Lady Elinor did her husband Prince Edwards 
wound, traiteroufly given him in the holy land, by an Afafine, witha poifoned 
knife. . 
for it ss come nnto Judah, || viz. Samaria’s wound and Plague iscome, że. fhalt 
fhortly come, though now they live,as if out of the reach of Gods rod, or asif they 
had a protection. : 

he is come unto the gate.of my people. | Sexnacherib ( flefhed with former fuccefles 
at Samaria, which had been carried captive by his father ) came up to the very gate 
of Jerufalem, as an over-flowing {courge: and thought to have cut off all the Jews 
at once: as if they had had all buc one neck. He came up over all his channels, 
and went over all his banks. He paffed thorow Judab, and over-flowed, reaching 
even to the neck: and the ftretching out of his wings filled the breadth of thy land,O 
Immanuel, Efay 8.8. But Jmmannel foan took a courfe with him, Efay 37. 33. 
fo that though he came to the gates, yet he entered not into the city: nor fhotan 
arrow there, nor cata bank again{t it. Look, spon Zion, faith that Prophet, the 
city of our folemnities, and fee if fernfalens be not fill a quiet habitation Elay 33.20. 
Walk about Zion, faith the Plalmift, and go round about her, tell the towers thereof. 
See if any be mifling fince Sennacherib came upagainft them. Mark, yee Well her 
bulwarks: are they diminifhed ? confider ber palaces: are they at all defaced > 
Pfal. 48, 12,313. What if Jerufalem be wicked? yet Sennacherth is infolent. If 
therefore Jerufalem fhall be {mirten. with the rod of Sexnacheribs fear, Sennacherib 
fhall be fmitten with the {word of Godsrevenges, who of all things canuot en- 
durea prefumptuous and felf-confident vaunter: but will deal with his peopie, not 
according to his ordinary rule, but according to his Prerogative. Swre/y israel 
hath not been forfaken, pn bre of his God,. of the Lord of hofts, though their land 
was filled With finne againft the Holy One of Ifrael, ler. 51. 5. 

Verfe10. Declare ye it not at Gath, weep ye not at. ail, | fc. in their fight and 
hearing, ( though at home, weep your fill, ver/e 8.) left the daughters of chofe un- 
circumcifed triumph, 2 Sam, 1.20. left out of your tragedies they compofe co- 
medies; and ye become their mufick, whileft they revel in your ruines, and make 
themfelves merry‘in your mifery. 

In the honfe of Aphrah, roll thy felf inthe duft.| An elegant Agnomination in the 
original: q.d, Duft thy [èlf in the honfe of duff. Aphrahhad itsname from its 
duftineffe; as Parisis called Luteria ‘a luto, from its dirtineffe t and as Hiram cal- 
Jed the twenty cities of Galilee given him by Solomon, Cabul, that is dirty, or 
difpleafing, 1 Kixg. 9.13. Fitly was thiscity called Apbrab, or Daffy, faith the 
Prophet: for it fhall be reduced to duft, and the inhabitants oceafioned to roll 


themfelves in the duft, in token of extreme forrow. See Lam. 2. 10. Some think | 


Aphrabis put for Ephraim: others, better underftand it for a particular city; 
either that in the tribe of AZanaffeb, Gideons city, Jydg. 6.11. or that other in the 
tribe of Benjamin, Joth. 18. 23. not far from Jerufalem 

Verfe 11. Paffe ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphiry| Or, thou that dwelteft 
fairly, asit were in a city fetwith Sapbires, fee E/ay 54. 11. fuch as was Sufa in 
Perfia, and Antioch in Syria, a city fo. fweet and fpecious, that AZabomet never 


durft come into it, left he fhould be there detained by the pleafure of the oe 
h : Sap r 


__ the Prophecie.of Micah. 
Saphir here ( fay fome) may alludeto Samaria, that int i 
be expofed co ignominy and nakedneffe : they foall be Berio ea 
naked and bare-foot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the foame cane 
Efay 20. 4. Sothe Popes champions dealt by the Waldenfesin France, thofé anci- 
ent Proceftants. One great city of theirs they took, and put to the ‘fword fixt 
thoufand. To another they they gave quarter for-life; but fo, as that both che 
meq and the women fhould depart ftark naked ( partibus illis qua honefte nominari 
non poffunt, fantlorum illorum crøciatorum oculis expofitis ) and thew all ashe 
l The inhabitants of Zaanan | Loci preorofi, faith Funins, the countrey of flocks 
Some make it to allude to Zion, Others fay, it fignifieth an out-let: and make it 
to be asa gate to the kingdome of Judah. hefe came not forth of their gate in the 
mourning of Berhexel, or of the place over-anent.to condole with them, as havin 
their hands full at home, and matter enough of mourning for their own mifer ? 
He fall receive of you bis ftanding ] Yheenemy fhall ftand and ftay ane ft 
you, till he hath fubdued you, and made a clear conqueft : hee fhall not gi a 
over, ee have done the deed. i bs 
Kerfe 12. For the iahabitant of Maroth waited carefully fo 
Grieve for the good, viz, thathe hath loft in the p E a cee 
be heart-fick, as Amos 6. 6. or wait till he faint, for hope deferred maketh the 
heart fick, Prov. 13.12. The name of this city is Maroth, tharis, bitterneffes ; 
and bitter things fhall befall her: fec Ruth 1. 20. becaufe together with the ood 
af Piety, which fhe ought to have waited upon, fhe hath loft the good of Prape- 


rity, wbich in vain fhe hath waited for, Th i y icked i 
ie an c expectation of the wicked is wrath, 


CuapP.i. 


Bue evil came down from che Lord. 7] Itis He that fends and fets : + 
as Titus acknowledged, at the laft deftru@ion of Jerufalem re Gly ene hig 
vands to the divine juftice, It was God that ftirred up enemies to revolted Y sala 0 
And fob defcried Gods hand on the arms of the Sabean robbers, ae 

Verfe13. O thon inhabitant of Lachifh, bind the charet to the Jwift beaft,| To 
the Camel, or Dromedary, faith Calvin, whichis a very fwift beaft, ( wee call a 
how body Dromedary, per Antiphrafin) or to the poft-burfes Angarijs as Junius: he 
pee Make haft away. Salmanifer is already at Samaria, and Sennacherib will be 
; eas Man Efay 36.2. Haniibal ad portas, begone with all pollible fpeeds 

She isthe beginning of finto tle daughter of Zion. Not part 5 

thour, and Ring-leader. Such are all eedah cite bh ie euler 
+ go Thefe thall drink deep of Gods wrath here, and be caftalive into the burni ; 
kt, Rev, 19.20. Some apply the words to the toniederacy of Lachifh with Ja. 
nlem againtt king Amaziah, à King. t4 19. {lain at this city. 

fee the tranfereffions of Ifrael were found in tlee. } The often-change of perfon in 
inis vevfe ts remarkable. The chief finne that Lechii ftands charged with is, that 
being near to Beerfocba, the had learned her manner, Anos B. 14+ that is, her rites; 
and religions, inftitured by ferobosm, and tranfiuiceed them to Jerufalem. Su- 
per ftition foon fpreads, and is catching : like the Jerutalem-Artichoke, it quickl 
over-runsthe ground, and chokes the Heart. ; thee ae 
„Yerle 14, Therefore falt thon Live prefents, Œe. ] And fo feck to make thee 
‘rienda among the Philiftines: but tuch carnal! confederacies never profper. The 
nee Churches, «Zana 1438. afraid of the Turks, fent and fubje@ed themfelves 
te 5 er or Rome, that they might have the help of the Latine Churches ; 
i. = Hen after, they were deftroyed, their Empire fubdued, and fwallowed u 
a RG ie preainefie, &c. How much better were it to fend a LamB to tho 
ae oe aa » Efay 16.1? to bring prefents nnto Him that ought robe feared, 
Er a : ven to God, who cutterh off the fpirits of Princes, and is terrible to 
ed : e earth ? verfe 12. Washe not fo to Sexnacherib whom Lachifh here 
raved, and Red from 2 to Nebuchadnezzar, Belfoaxzar, Xerxes, who after he had 


watted over illi meni 
ee ovc two millions of men into Greece, and beaten the Hellefþont (for batter- 


339 


River. Jefuita 
vapul, 331, 


ino his bei r , : ia. 
xp his bridge of boats over it ) with three hundred ftripes, was defeated, routed, éréd. 


vad forced to flee backin a f . A 
E E S poor fifhers boat, to fave his ownlife? r 
ime nontes of Achzil(thatisaf a lie ) fall be a lie te the kings of Irvael.} Ox 
Ff 2 have 


Dareus. 


L, Flor, 


Wadsels 2.6- 
yrs. 
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Bebe ate ee A as ee 
have been a lie tothe kings of Ifrael: never true to thofe that trufted them: And 
wilt chou confederate with them, and confide in them ? 

Ferje 15. Yer will 1 bring an heir unto thee, | Or, a Poffeffour, who thal lay 
claim to thee, as by right of inheritance. This heir was the Affrian, and thofe 
Colonies brought by him into che cities of Ifrael, 2 -King. 17.34. Thefe took upon 
them as heirs and owners of the countrey, till turned out afterwards by Iofiah Kin 
of Judah, 2 King. 23. 4,8. Here is another elegant allufion , (as this Chapter is 
full of them ) for Afarefoab fignifieth an Inheritance, or Poffeflion. And if it 
were /Zizab’s own countrey, (as many think ) we may fee the Prophets integrity,in 
not bearing with his beft friends: but taking the fame libercy to tell them of their 
fins, and dangers, that they did to commic the one, and to incurre the other. Phy. 
fizian heal chy feéf, faid they to our Saviour, Leke 4.23. that is, thine own coun 
trey,as it isthere explained. l 

He foall come wito Adsllam, the glory of Ifrael. | Haply fo called, becaufe David 
was once there hid and harboured: and the place thereby renowned., Or, becaufe 
it was a ftrong-hold, wherein Ifrael gloried and truited, but in vain: fith the ene. 
mie fhould come to it, and furprize it. Some think poor Ads//zm is called the glo- 


ry ef Ifrael iruiically, and by way of feorn. Some read it thus, O glory of Ifrad, - 


( to wit, then loft and overthrown ) and they make it tobe a deep figh of the Pro- 
pher, fer from the bottome of his heart; whereby he witneffeth that he is greatly 
furry for the ruine of the Hfraelices: that hee might move them alfo to mourn in 
like manner. ‘Vhis he further preffeth them toin the next words. 

Ferje 16, Alike the bald and poll thee, | i.e. Make moft bitter lamentation; 
he alludes toa cuftom among the Eafterlings, of tearing off the hair of their heads 
and beards, in times of great heavinefle. See Job 1.20. Efay 15.2 Jer. 7. 29. Bar, 
9 3+ in other cares baldneffe was forbidden Ifracl, (left they fhould /ymbolixe with 
Heathens , but in cale of forrow for fin, they were called to it, Efay 22. 12. 

for tay delicate children, \ To whom thou haft been rather a parricide thena 
paren: dealing by them, as that falié School-mafter in Jta/y, chat brought forth his 
{chollers ro Hannibal. : 

ax the Eagh, | when he is old, and lofeth his feathers ; and with them, not one- 
ly lus beauty, but alfo his {wiftneffe and courage. 


CHAP. I. 
Verfe x. VV: to them thar devife iniquity, | Or, labonr, af fliioi, vani tyy a liz, 


The Hebrew word Arer, is of large ufe ; applied to all Kinde of | 


finne, which caufech pain, forrow, and mifery: and here in particular to covetout. 
nefie, that root of all evilto 2 mans felf, and others, 1 Tim.0.0, 10. Our Prophet 
flings a Wo atit, as doth likewife Hubakhich, chap. 2. 9. calling it an cel coveionf- 
nefje, as the Prophet Efry tells us, that for the iniquity of his coveroufneffe, God 
was wroth with Ifracland {mot him, Efèy 57.17. The world counts it a light of- 
fence: and caftsa clok of good husbandry over it, 1 7 bef: 2.5. But this difguife 
will ferve fuch, no better, then that which e4h2b once put onand perithed. Let 
no m'n deceive you wiih vin words, ( thofe plaiftered words, 2 Per. 2.3. ufed by hels 
Prostours) for becaufe of thefe things ( fc. fornication, covetoufneffe, &c. thofe 
peccadillo's as they are counted ) cometh the wrath of God upon the ch:ldren of dijobe- 
dience, Epkef. 5.6. For why? They devife iniquity, cogitant quafi coagitanty they 
plot and plow mifchief, being men of wicked devices, Prov. 14. 2, talking eftfoons 
to themfelves, as that covetous caitif did, Luh. 12. 17. beating their brains about 
their worldly projects, and refting no more, no not upon their beds by night ( a 
time and place appointed for reft, when men fhould together with their clothes put 
off their cares, and compofe themfelves to fleep ; that nurfe of nature, and {weet 

paren:hefis ) then one doth upon a rack, or bed of thorns. i . 
Thus ihey wo k evil upon their beds, | They work hard at it, having the devil for 
their task-mafler, who fhall therefore alfo be their pay-mafter. He hath their fouls 
here asia fiag, 4 Sam. 25.29, violently toffed about and reftleffe : meee his 
T _ drudges 


CuHar.2. the Prophecie of Micah. 
drudges and dromedaries, driven about by him at his pleafure 2 Tim. 2. 26. 
wholly acted and agitated by him Eps, 2. 2. having as many Lordsas lufts, where- 
with their hearts are night and day exercifed, 2 Pet. 2, 14. without intermiffion. 
See this in Felix, who at the fame inftant trembled arid coveted a bribe: in Abab, 
who fick of Naboths vineyard, laid him down upon his bed, but refted not. His 
heart did more afflict and vex it felfwith greedy longing for that bit of earth, then 
the vaft'and fpacious compaffe of a kiagdome could counter-comfort. 
when the morning vs light they prattife it] And fo they lofe notime, being upand 
at it by peep of day; when others are faft afleep, and fo more eafily furprifed and 
circumvented by them. The morning isthe moft precious part of theday: and 
fhould be employed to better purpofe. Byt wickedneffe proceedeth from the Wicked, 
as faith the proverb ofthe Ancients 1 Sams..24. 13. and as they like not to have 
God in their heads Pfal.10.4. nor hearts P/al.14.1. foneither in their words Pfal. 
12.4. nor wayes 77. 1.16, butthe contrary : Surely fatan is rightly called the God of 
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1 King. 27, 4, 


this world ; becaufe as God at firft did but {peak the word and it was done, fo if the. 


devill do but hold up his finger, give the Jeaft hint, they are ready preft to practifey. 

becanfe it ts in the power of their band] The Vulgar hath it, Becaufe their band ts 
againft God: and indeed the fame word E/ fignifieth God and Power. The Seven- 
tyrenderit, Becanfe they have not lifted up their hands to God ( an exercife proper 
and fit for the morning P/a/, 5. 4.) The Tigurine, wia viribes pollent, The 
have ftrength enough todo it. Their hand isto power ( fo the Originall hath it ) 
thatis, faith Calvin, quantum poffunt, tantum audent, they dare do their utmoft, 
they will try what they can do: their hand is ever ready to rake and ferape toge- 
ther commodity; neither can they be hindred either by the feare of God, or any 
refpect to righteoufneffe, 

Ver. 2, And they covet fields, and take them by violence] See here the feverall de- 
grces of fin ; and what defcents covetous men dig to hell, and beware betimes. Sure- 


ly as the plot ofall difeafeslies in the humours of the body; fo of all fin in the luft 
of the foule, The Heathen could fay, 


Tidyrsy mèy modnu xgndy imauule Hv. 


i s 
Covetoufneffe is called the luft of the eyes s Toh. 2. 16. becaufe from looking comes 
lufting, from lufting, a@ting, (hence lufts of the foule are called deedes of the body 
Kom. 8.13. ) yea acting with violence, they covet and take, they roband ravifh 
Pfal. 10, there is neither equity nor honefty to be had at their hands: but as they 
take away fields, houfes, hericages fhamelefly ; fo they beare them away boldly, 
and think to fcape {cotfree; becaufe it is facinss majoris abolle, the fact of a great 
one, whofe hand is to power, as ver. 1. 

and boufes, and take them away | thougha mans houfe be his caftle ( as we fay } 
yetitcannot fecure him from thefe cormorants. Scribes and Pharifes devoured 
widdowes houfes Mar. 23. 17 where was a concurrence of covetoufneffe and cru- 
elty ( for thefe feldome go fundred ) befides the putid hypoctifie of doing this under 


a pretence of long prayers. A poor man in his houfe,ts like a {naile in his fhell:crath 
that, and you kill him. 


fo they oppreffe ( or defraud ) a max and his houf] Either by fraud or force, by | 


craft or cruelty they ruine a man, (a well-fet man virum validum ) and his family, 
his whole progeny ; which might not be doneto the unreaforiable creatures Dest. 
22. 6. This isto be like U/adus that cruel Prince of Valachia : whofe manner was, 
ee with the offendout to execute the whole family ; yea fomerimes the whole 
indred, ; 

Ver.3. Behold against this family do I devife an evil] They had devifed iniqui- 
ty ver. 1. and now he devifeth their mifery. God ufually retaliates, and proporti- 
ons provocation to provocation Dest. 32..21. frowardneffe to frowardnefle Pfal. 
18, 26. contrariety to contrariety Lev. 26. 18,21. and device to device, as here. 
He loves to pay finners home in their owncoyne; and to make them know by fad 
experience and fee, that it is an evill thing and bitter to forfake the Lord and his feare 

er. 2.19, Woe beto that man againft whom the Almighty fets himfelf to devife 
anevill: fuch an one fhall find, that thonght isnot free (as that peftilent, peer 
- f3 would 
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would make it ) either from the notice of Gods holy eye, the cenfure of his mouth; 
or the itroak of hishand. See ler- 4.14. and 6. 39. Rev. 2. 23. Dent. 20, 19. 
And this, Nature it ielfhad fome notion of, as appeareth by his cenfure who judg- 
cd that Aariochus did therefore die loathfomely, becaufe he had’ but an intent to 
pehbius, burn Deana’s temple. Fecit quifque quantum volait, faith Seneca: and. tncefta eff, 
Indecam. c> fine flupro, que ftuprum cups faith the fame Authour. Vaine thoughts are ve. 
ry fins, and expofe men to punifhment : thefe fhall esther excufe or accufe at the 
laft day Rom, 2. 15. Meane-while, God is devifing what to do to them: heis 
preparing his bow and making ready his arrowes upon the ftring, even a Topher 
of the moft tormenting temper will thortly {wallow them up, without. true and time- 
ly Repentance. - : 
From which ye [hall not remove your necks | Te fhail fo halter and hamper you; 
that like fies taken in an evili net, and as birds cazght in a [narc, fo foall ye be fna- 
„red inan evil! time, when it falleth {uddenly upon you Ecclef. 9. 12. ye fhali ne- 
Sic laqueos fe-’ ver be able either to avoide it, orto abide it. Ẹutas the bird in a gin, the fifh on 
ra dum jaélat, the hook, the more it ftrives, the more it fticks : and as the builock under the 
aftringit Sen. yoke, the more he wriggles, the more he galles: fofhall it be here. Your faire 
necks, that would not beare the eafy yoke of Gods obedience, fhall be ridden on 
by the enemy and bosnd to your two furrowes Hof. 10. 10, 11. yeaa yoke of iron 
foallbe put xponthee, untill thou be deftroyed Deut. 28. 48. $ 
acither fhall ye go haughtily | Heb. Romah ; and hence haply Roma had its name, 
from its height and haughtineffe + according to that of the Poet 


Cuap.2, 


Virg.¥. atque alte menia Roma. 


sEneid. 
The meaning here is, God would deject and darken them, fo as that they fhall 
utterly lole their former renown and fplendour. He willthruft them down, as it 
were ierh a thump onthe back , and there hold them. See Execk, 21. 26,27- che 
{cene fhall be changed, and the haughty abafed. 
for this time seili] Both finfully and penally evill The Apoftle femeti: co al- 
Se jude to this text, when he faith, Aedee me the time, becanfe the days are evill : and 
ace Sufficient to the diy ts the evill shervof, that is, the mifery of it, faith Chrift Mat. 6. 
Satis. 34. Andagaine, Thofe very dayes @.c/ be affliction (fo the Greek, text hath it ) 
Mark 13. 19. as ifthe time were turned into atHiction : becaufe of that evill, that 
Ydeo minatur onely evill without mixture of mercy Ezech. 7. 5. here foretold, and therefore 
Deus atnon foretold, that it might have been prevented. 
Bena Ferfe 4. In that day fhallone take up a parable &c.] In that day, that dolefull, 
and difmalday of their calamity. 
feail One| Any one that is moved at your mifery, and would work you to a fenfe 
of your fin the mother of your mifery : 
Joall take up a parable| triftem & querulam fad and forrowfull. ; 
and lament with a doleful lamentation] Heb. witha lamentation of lamentations, 
or with heigh-bo upon keigh-ko, as the word feemes to fignify. ete 
we be utterly {poiled| Plundered to thelife, laid naked to the very foundation, 
chap. 1. 6. pat into fuch a condition, asthat there is neither hope of better, nor 
place of worfe. 
he hath changed the portion of my people] thatis God, or the Affyrian by Gods 
appointment, hath taken away our countrey, and given it to ftrangets. The 
Pope tookupon him in Henry the 8. dayes to give England Primo occupsture to Mm 
that could firft winit This bratum falmen came to nothing: But when Gods 
people changed their glory for that which profited not, Ier. 2 r1. he foon chang- 
ed their portion; he caufed that good land to fpew them out, he turned their wcale 
into woe, and brought wrath upon them to the utmoft. Neither profited it them 
any more to have been called Gods people, then it did Dives in flames, that dord- 
ham called him Son ; or Judas, that Chrift called him Frie#d. 
Eral. how hath be removed it from me? ] This is Lamentation-like indeed. See Lam. 
1.1. and 2. 1. and 4.1. all beginning with the fame word, How. rhe {peech iscon- 
cife and abrupt, meet for mourners. There is an ciegancy in the o iginal not to be 


Englifhed. How uncertaine are all things here ! God firs upon the circle of ae 
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earth, and foakes out the inhabitants qt pleafure, as by a canvas. i i 

are faid to be in heaven, but on earth: fa the Sarode of it ay whe Shae 

no firm footing. Dionyfius was driven ont of his kingdome : which yethe thought scr, pp a 

was tied to him we chaines of arsine faith the Hiftorian. Bon lidn Mbe 
turning away (from us asa lothfome obje@, being fo incorrigi giti 

he bith divided our fields] {c. to the cuy fora canis like se a aa 

to Nebuchadnezzar for his paines at Tyre. Or thus, Jnftead of reftoring C ELA 

now we are hupeleffe of ) he bath divided onr fields, our fertile and fat countrey t 

thofe that will be fure to hold their own init; ‘asthe. Gazles and Gothes did = 

1a, SA ay kar ra tafted KES of it. Vatablus rendreth the text 

thus: How bath he taken from me thofe fields of ours 

ftore? be hath even BA them, íc. beh mL renee ie as n3 

Verfe 54 Therefore thou fhalt have none that fhall cafl a cord by lot) Fields 
divided with cord: ofold, and inheritances alfo, See aes 16. sad 7 7 oo 
78. 55. 2 Sam. 8.2. This hope is henceforth cut off from revolted Ifrael : the ten 
tribes never returned, the other two did, and fome few of the ten amongft them. 
Whether upon their converfion to Chrift they fhall be reftored to the promifed 
land, Time (the mother of Truth ) will make manifeft, © — . 

Ix the congregation of the Lord| So you were once, but now nothing Ieffe, A 
Congregation ye are ftill, but of malignants : a rabble of rebels confpiring againft 
heaven. A name ye have tolive, but yeare dead: ye cry out Templum Domini, 
The Temple of the Lord are we: but in truth yeare nobetter then thofe Egyptian 
temples, beautifull without, but within nothing tobe feen buracat, rat, or fome 
{uch defpicable creature. Here they are called the Congregation of the Lord by am 
irong, as the Cardinall of Ravenna is fo called by way of derifion. 

Verfe 6. Prephefie yenot, fay they, to thers that prophefie} Prodigious impuden- 
cy, thus to filence the Prophets, or elfe to prefcribe ro them, according to the other 


Yeading of the text, Prophefie not, as they prophefie, for they are too tart: therefore 


Drop not ye who thus drop vineger and nitre, who vex our galled confcience 
lefe then the cruel Spansards do the poor Indians faked bodice, which ee Sr.Fr, Drake; 
fport they do day by day drop with burning bacon: Burlet shefe drop thate es 
fmooth usup, that canutter roothlef truths, that wiil drop oyle “into our cares, byffina verba; 
and give us filken words ; thefe be Prophets for our turns &¢, G. d cannot pleafe . 
fome hearers, unlefle he fpeak tink/ing and tickling words. .Now, thefe muft 
get their eares healed ( as Demofthenes advited his countreymen of Gresce Jere 
they can be in cafe to hear with profit. They muft learn of Bers, to pafl; by rofes 
and violets, and fit upon Time ; to heed, I meane, found rebukes rather then 
f{mooth fupparafitations. There are that note a jeare ir the tearm Drep. It is well 
known that the word Preached is oft compared to raine Deut. 32. 2. Efay. gy. 
TO. TE. The Prophets therefore are herein derifion called Droppers or Diftillers, 
and forbidden te dotheircffice; oratleaft, todrop in that tort. Thu their fuc- Luk. 16, 14. 
ceffors in evill the Pharifees ( who were likewife covetous ) derided Chrift; And 
thus their predeceffours alfo in E/ay’s time puta {coft upon him, and his preaching 
cap. 28. 10. where the found of the words in the Original ca. ries a taunt as {cor n- 
fall people, by the tone of their voice, and riming words, gibe and jeare at thofe 
wo they vil:fy. 
they fall not prophefie tothers) q. di You fhal! have your wifh; my dro 
fhall give overdropping, and be no further eeablelome, nor bake ham any core 
by prophefying to fuch a perverfe people, fo fhamelefly fo lawlefly wicked. 
Ere ng Ran not hid eae they not take foame? q. d. though they 
otheare of it, that fhame fhall be their promorio i ion; 
yea they thall furely fecland find it fo. i aa aie R 
Verfe7. O thou that art named the boufe of Jacob} That hafta zame to live but 
- eer Rev, 3.1, that art calleda Jew, and makeft thy boaft of God Rom. 2.17. 
: at afta form of knowledge Rom. 2. 20. anda form of godlinefe 2 Tim. 3. 5. a 
emblance of fan@infony Luke 8. 18. acting religion, playing devotion, asif it 
E name onely ; or asif it were encugh tobe named the boufe of Jacob, or to 
Pale voice, though the hands are the hands of Efan, the praétife nothing 
Mutable to the profeffion... Thus many .amongft us content thearfelves with the. 
- bare 


eAn expofition on Cuar,2, 


bare name of Chriftians: as if many a fhip, hath not been called Safe-guard or 
Good/pecd, which yet hath fallen into the hands of Pirates. The devil will fare} 
iweep, and hell {wallow all fuch Nomixalifts: fuch fhaill find that an empty title 
yeelds bur anempry comfort at the laft. What was Dives the better for this, thar 
Abraham called him fonne, or Isdas that Chrift’called him friend, or the rebellious 
Tewes that God ftileth them his people 2. Doth he not elfewhere difclaim them, and 
call them a finful nation, a people laden with iniquity ; the people of his wrath and 
of his curfe? May not all Formalifts fear Jacobs fear ? Gen. 27. 12. My father per~ 
adventure will feel ne, and fhall [zem to him as a deceiver: andi Shall bring a Curfe 
upon me, and not a bleffing. Our heavenly Father will furely feel ys in our addreffes; 
and if he find us but complementing, and contenting our felves to be called the 
honfe of Jacob, he will confute our vain confidences, and cut us out of the roll; as 
he did Daz and Ephraim, who were named the boufe of Jacob, and yet for their 
wickedneffe are paffed by inthe reckoning up of the twelve tribes, Rev. 7. as if 
they were fouldiers put out of pay, and cafhiered. 

Is the {pirit of the Lord ftraitned| or fhortned ? Ishe a penny-father ? hath he 


Cuar.2, the Propbecie of Micah. 
men take heed how they heap up fin,left they heap up wrath:for although God may 
bear with people for on¢ or two out-ftrayes, yet when once it comes to three tranf- 


greffions and to four, be will not tara aay the punifoment, Am. 1.2. and one new 
fin may fet many old awork in the confcience; making it like Ezekiels fcroul,wherein 


was written amentations, and mourning, and woe. Surely I have feen Jefterday the Ezek} 024 


blood of Naboth, and the blood of his fons, faith the Lord, 2 Kis. 9.26, The 
word fignifieth /af? night, though it were done fome while before. See the word 
yefterday fo ufed by the Apoftle Hebraizing with his Hebrews, Chap. 15.8, Some 
read the text thus, He that was yeftevday my people is rifen zp on the other fide as a- 
geinft an enemy, viz. raging againft God, and ranging againft all men, biting all 
they come aneer as mad dogs. See Efay.9. 21. 1 Thef. 2. 15. they pleafe not Ged, 
bur rife up in rebellion againft him ; and are contrary to all men, being rather If- 
maelitesthen Ifraclites, Gez. 16.12. and therefore not rightly named the how € of 
jee (that plain man, Gea. 25.27. without welt or gard, guile or gall) nor could 
ihe word of the Lord do good unto them, fo long as their deeds were evil, and chey 
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for as thereis no beginning of eternity, fo neither is there any fucceflion. But let 


Mal. 2.15. but one bleffing ? Is therenot with him the refidue of the firit? plenteous redem- Hied dorka ffe rather then light. Jogi 
stpoieraats ption, an exceeding abundant goodneffe even to a Superpleonafme > Where thenis Ye pasli off the robe with the garment] Robbing and pillaging paffengers with 
vari: the faule that you are no more Jacob-like, plain-hearted and perfwafible ; that ye greccelt inhumanity.: not leaving them a'rag to cover them, or a croffe to bleffe 
1Tim.1.14. refufe to be reformed, hate to be healed, faying to me, Depart, and to my Prophets, zhi vir, asthe proverb is. This was common in Scotland and Africa, faith Da-. 
Drop not, &c. Neither curfe ye nor bleffe ye, ashe faid to Balaam > wherein if they neis here, It was in England alfo, till the dayes of king Alfred, who firft divi- 
fhould hearken to you, and be ruled by you, yea, fhould you ftraicly threaten them ded the land into fhires, and then the fubjects inta tenths or Tithings ; every of 
with bonds to {peak henceforth to no man in my name, as Act. 4. 17. yet my word whic feverally fhould-give bond for the good abearing of each other, Ge, By this Herl. Geg, 
2Theff3.3. is not bound, 2 Tim. 2.9. but runs and is glorified : my {pirit is not ftraitned cour.c men were not carcful onely of their own actions, but had an eye toal] the 474 
but is free and not fetcered. I tell you, that if thefe ( Prophets ) fhould hold their ning, fov which they ftood bound; asthe nine had overeach. Infomuch chata poor 
Luk.19.40, peace, and not drop, the {tones would immediatly cry out: which againtt change of girle migi-t travel fafely with a bag of gold in her hand, and none durft meddle 
weather do ftand with great drops of waterto confute your unyeeldingnefle. Turn with ber. ; 
Je therefore now at my reproof ; behold, I will turn ost my [pirtt unto you, | will make from men that paffe by fecurcly, as men averfe from war] Thercarea fort of fuch 
known my Words unto you, Prov. 1.23. I will do it howfoever ; yea, in defpite of as delight in warre, Pfa/. 68. 30. that make a {port of ir, as Abner, 2 Sans.2. 14, 
you I will do it,as fome fenfe the foregoing verfe, reading it thus (and the original chat cake more pleafure in it chen inan Empire, as /#/tiz faith of Pyrrhus king of 
willbear it) Drop ye not, but they fhall drop, irirors, Davia was none fuch ; and yet he wanted not for courage. His motte WaS, Nulli msjor ex 
Are thefe his doings?) i. e.. Such as God doth approve of, or rather, are thefe » i.e for peace, or (asthe Hebrew hathit) / am peace. He had feen the wae of imperio çuar 
Jacobs doings ? tread you in the fteps of your father Jacob? did he ever filence the v arre, and knew well the lawlefneffe of it. The daw zs no more, faith the Church in ha pa je 
Prophets, and withftand thofe that were fentuntohim ? Did he not rather lie low, i L-oncatations, Chap. 2. 9. Tater arma filent leges, faith the Heathen, The noie 1 tar ` 
put his mouth in the duft and cric out, fpeak, Lord, for chy fervant heareth. Good is v. vares drowns the voice of lawes, A reverend man hath well obferved, that as 
the word of the Lord which ye have {poken, &c. And whereas ye will be apt e- ciwie three commandments, Thos Daft not kill, Thos (halt not commit aduliery, Thorn 
nough to replie that Iacob had no other caufe : for the Prophets never {pake but . fhe cot ital ave ranked together in the law : fo they are commonly violated to- 
good and comfortable things to him, it is anfwered in the next words. gstier by unruly touldiers, E/uy. 13. 16. Their children alfo foal} be dafhed in 
Do not my words do good to him that walketh aprightly ? | Heb, #pright ; that pon- prices dipi t iheir eyes, their howfes fhall be fpoyled, and iheir wives ravifoed. Thele 
dereth his paths by the weights of my word, and turneth not to the right hand nor are the miferiesof warre, But what meant thefe mifcreants to fhed the blood of 
to the left, Pro. 4. 26,27. but walketh exactly, accurately, and precifely, Eph.5.15: warre in pence, 1 Kin. 2. 5. to ftrip the innocent and therefore fearleffe paffenger AA 
keeping within my precin&s, &c. Do not my words do good to fuch, and {peak ot his raiment, asthofe theeves did him, that went down from Terufalem to Jeri- MP 10.30, 
they not peace to him ? David felt it as {weet as honey, Pf 119.103. Butas ho- © cho, dreading no fuch danger ? neither to rob him onely, but to rayith him too, Pf. Fae 
ney caufeth pain to exulcerate parts, though of it felf it be {weet and medicinal : fo 10. that they might fied all precious fusbftance, and fill their houfes With fpoyf > *TO% E13, 
eat doth the word of God to exulcerate confciences. Children, though they love to And what meant the corrupt Rulers to fuffer it fo to be, and not co brandith the : 
AOR 7 lick in honey, yet they will not endure to have it come neer their lips, when they {word of juttice againft fuch ftigmatical Belialift ts a: : : 
ea havefore mouths: fois it here. Excellently faith Saint Auftin, Adverfarius etno- ` Ferf. 9. The women of my people! Or, the wives ; once wives, but now widdows, F 
Al. Aphrodes brs, quamdiu fumus & ipfi nobis, œc. The word of God is adverfary to none, but and therefore calaraitous,, fyiendieffe, comfortleffe ; as a’vine whofe root is unco- : 
Probl, {uch as are their own preateft adverfaries, &c. It may well be compared to Ato/es’ vered, asa wandring bird, or a neft forfaken, Vi, 16. 2. f . g ; 
rod, which whiles he held it in his hand, it flourifhed and brought forth almonds ; bave ye caft out frons their pleafant houfes! where they had long lived with their 
but being caft on the ground it turned into a ferpent. Did it not take hold of thofe husbaudsin love, peace, and much fweetnefle, as good Nzboths wife had : This wag : 
refractaries, Zech. 1. 6. that would not take hold of Gods covenant, and chufe the barbarous cruelty. God had taken order in the law, that none fhould harm a bird $ 
things that pleafed him, Efay. 56.4? Doth it not ftill fting wicked people with un- tting upon her own neft, how much lefe a daughter of Abraham 2 Widdows and ! 
Pfal.119,168, queftionable conviction and horrour ; when as Great peace kave they which love Gods Orphans are his clients, Pf 146. 9. 


law, and nothing fhal offend them ? 

Ver[.8. Even of late my people is rifin up as anenemy j Heb. yefterday,no longer 
ago; toall their former flagitious pra@ifes they have now newly added this of ex- 
ecrable rapine and robbery, which is ftill freth, and as.it were flagrant in mine eyes. 
Although the truth is, that God looketh upon former fins as prefently same : 

ur 


from their children bive ye taken away my glory] i, e. My maintenance and that 
livelihood that 1 had allowed chem for their better education, which might have re- 
dounded to my great glory. Whereas now, being by you bereftboth of friends and 
meanes, giwar, fremunt, vobis maledicunt, clamantque vindittam in celpm, faith 
Alontanas, they grein, they moan, they curfe you, they crie to me for ven- 
peanee, Cc. Ferfe 19, 
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Ver(.10. Arife ye and depart) Veteres migrate coloni, makeup your fardles and 
prepare for a deportation - here’s no longer being for you, unleffe ye were better. 
Behold the land is defiled ; therefore I do vifit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the 
land it felf vomiteth out her inhabitants Lev. 18. 25. $ o 

This is not yer reft_| As you falfly fancy, and vainly vaunt : binding upon the 
promife, but not performing the condition. It is the guile of graceleffe men to fluff. 
themfelves with promifes, tillthey have made them a pillow for finne : Et ‘fic rh 

Sumendo ferant, © fperando pereunt, they prefume till they perifh, as he did who di- 
ed with this defperate faying in his mouth, Spes & fortuna Falete, Farewell life and 
er. 

PORE it is polluted ] fc. by your finne, which isof fo fullying a nature, that it 
defileth alfo the very vifible heavens, which are therefore to be purged by the fire 
of the laft day: like as chofe veffelsthat held the fin-offering were either to be bro- 
ken if earthen, or to paffe the fire if of better mettal: they muft not think to reft 
that let fin lie unrepenced of in the con{cience. But asa man that hath ufed himself 
to drink poifon,at the 1.& 2. time he may do wel, but the laft it overcomes and de- 
ftroyes himfelf: fo the next fin, though leffe,may fer all the former aworking. And as 
two poifons met in the ftomack make a man reftleffe ; fo fin and wrath met in the 
confcience, raife a great garboile there.. Neither mutt they think to dwell in Gods 
good land, that will not live by Gods good laws, Efa. 1.19. Pf. 107. 39, 40. they 
walk upon fireworks every moment ready to be blown up: brimftone nifo is featre- 
ved upon their habitations, that if the fire of Gods wrath do but lightly couch it, 
they are fuddenly confumed. Ex/ebins telleth us of Disclefian, that bloody perfecu- 
tour of the Church, chat giving over the Empire, he decreed to lead the reft of his 
life quietly : but he efcaped-not fo. For after that, his houfe was wholly confumed 
with lightning, and a flame of fire that fell from heaven, he hiding himfelf for fear 
of the lightning died within a little after. i ene i 

it foall deftroy you even With a fore deftryction| Diffipatione roborats, faith Calin, 
Perditione pracisa, faith Tremellins. ‘The land longs for a vomit to fpue you out,and 
it fhall:do it effectually. Poyfon given in wine works more furioufly then in water. 
Woe beto that people or perfon whom God will deftroy With a violent defirettion. 
This he doth not wi/dingly, or from his heart, Lam. 3-35. but mens finnes compel 
him to it. Surely as many a fowl is fhot with an arrow feathered from her own bo- 
yd,: and as of the blackbirds flime is made the lime whereby heis taken : fo out of 
the dung of mens finnes doth God make his limetwigs (his judgements I mean) to 
take them withal. Long they might reft, would they but let him reft : but pollue 
tion is the forerunner of perdition. 

Verfe 11. If a man walking in the irit, Goo) Si vir ventofies, fo Junins rendreth 
it, sf a windy and falfe man lie, Saying, cc. Letaman bup feed them with vain 
hopes and frothy fancies, Jet him but make fiir weather before them;when the ftorm 
of Gods wrath is ready to break out upon them ; let him promife chem plenty of alf 
things, and prophefie to them of wine and ftrong drink > as the Popifh Priefts in 
Gerfons time publikely preached to the people, that if ány'one would hear a Mafle, 
he fhould not on that day be {truck blind, nor die fuddenly, nor want fufticient fu- 
tenance, &c. Thefe call themfelves the Spirituality, or men of the Spirit, (as Hofes 
hath it) asif all others co them were carnal, and deftitute of the fpirit. They alfo 
(after the manner of thofe falfe prophets of old ) take to themfelves big-fwaln titles, 
and as they increafe in thejr pretended holineffe, fo they proceed in their titles 
from Padre benediitoto Padre Angelo, then Archangelo, Cherubino, and laftly Cere- 
phine, which is the top of perfection. But what is all this more then alight flask, ar 
a pillar of fmoak, which the higher it mopnteth, the fooner it vanifheth > And 
what are all fuch vain boaters but glorie animalia, popularis aura mancipia vilia as 
Hierome cals Crates the Philofopher ? may it not fitly be faid of them as Hof: 9.7. 
The Prophet isa fool, the fpiritual man is mad: and as Ezek. 13.3. Surely thefe 
are foolifh prophets that follow bheir own [pirit, and have feen nothing, Q Vrael, thy 
Prophets are like the foxes in the defert, &c. A wonderful and horrible thing is 
committedirthe land. The Prophets prophefie falfely, and the Priefts beare rule 
by their means, and my people love to have it fo: and what will ye do in the end | 
thereof ? Jer, 5,34. All willbe naught no doubt. There is not a more dangerous 
creature then a paxafitical Propher. Ezebie/ calleth them the devils ee. 

i Ape 


-her brats, as the Vultures 
‘eth, Fob39.30.) and where the fla ae, thereis (he. 


an ne ee ae 


“Cares. the Prophecie of Micah : 


chap. 13-10. his upholfters, for they fowe pHlowes, 8c. And thefe are Prophets 
for this people, fit lettice for fuch lips ; dignum patella operculum: a fingular 
plague of God upon the men of this world, who deferve to be deceived: for why? 
they have defired it, and it beft pleafeth their vitiated palats. Moft people, ha- 
ving firft flattered themfelves, are well content to be foothed up by others - and I 
cannot but accord him that faith, 1f there were Judges ordained for flattery, they 
would have no doings: there being fo very-few that will complain, that they are 
flattered. . , . 
| Verfe 12. Iwill furely affemble, O Tacob, all of thee, An Evan 
(faith Diodate, after Others ) of gathering together the Univer{all Church under 
the kingdom of Chrift, contrary to the precedent difperfion; verf. 10. Affembling 
4 will affemble, and gathering, Sather them, fc. into the boom of the Church, cal- 
led therefore Ecclefia (as culled and colle&ed out of the world) and: Church, or 
Kirk, of Kverexi: becaufe it belongs to the Lord Chrift, who gathereth his toge- 
ther, as the hen doth her chickens: and died not for that Nation of Jews onely, 
but that alfo he might gather together into-one, the childrenof Ged that Were Scattered 
abroad, Joh. 11.51, 52. Here, He iscalled the breaker ap : and his Apoftles like- 
wife thole that have broken up, and have paffed thorough the ate, &c. doing great 
exploits , and fubduing fouls to the obedience of the faith; ashere in Britain, 
where Cefar himfelf could not break th row, but ; 


gelicall promife 


Territa quajitis oftendit terga Britannis, 


as Pompeyin Lucan upbraids him. Hence Tertullian faith, Chrift brake into thofe Britannoruni 

. 7 . S i) run 
places of Britanny thatthe Romans could never come at. Heis that K. ing ag.inft inacceffa Ro- 
whonzthere is no rifiag ap, Prov. 30. 31. Heis Fehcvah on the head of his people, or in manis Inca 
the fo-e-front of them, as their Captain.Generall, to lead them on, and bring them Chrifi patu- 
off fafely in all encounters, Habent ifa an pliffimam provsiffionens, faith Gualsher THM 
here: this is an excellent Promife, and carrieth in it a moft fweet confolation. Quafi Ante fig: 
But I rather think it to be a continuation of the former threatning : Zwill javely af- 


nanus 
femble them, fe tothe flaughter. 1 will gather chem together, fc. that they may Dudor. Lapid, 


be brokenin pieces: Z will pt them ( or’ pen them up ) together as the theep of Boxrah, 
that are fat, and fit, and appointed for the flaughter. See Efay 34.6. Bozrah was Elay 8.9: 
a rich pafture countrey in Edom, from whence moft fat fheep, and:meet for meat 
were fent tothe fhambles. D tir 


b 
Asthe flock, in the midst of their foldy\ So will God, “firit fhut you up by ftrait 
fieges,and then number you out to the fword : and ye fhall ail bow down to the haugh- 
ter, Efay 65.12. There is a memorable {tory of the fuffering of certain good peo- 
ple in Calabria, Anno 1550. by the hands of the bloody Papifts there. A great 
fort of them being thruft up in one houle together, asina fheep-fold, the executi- 
oner comes in: and among them, takes one, and blindfoldeth him with a muter 
about his eyes, and fo leadeth him forth to a larger place, where he commandeth 
him to kneel down: which being done, he cutteth - his ‘throat, arid fo leaving him 4g- 
half-dead, and taking his. butchers knife, and mufler all of gore-blood, cometh fol,859, 
againto the reft;andfo leading them one after another,he difpatched them all,to the 
number of eighty eight. In Ireland many like barbarous butcheries have been com- 
mitted, by thofé breathing devils the Romith Rebels, thofe far-wolves worrying 
Chrifts flock inthe midit of the land.. But {hail they thus efeape :by iniquity? NO agape Bapcige 
verily, i thine anger cafè down that people, O God, Pfal. 56. 7.:Give them blood Ads 20,29. 
again to drink, for they are worthy. .4 Lapide faith, that Bozrah fignifieth R pre: 
and that Micah here, after a fort foretelleth, that che Church of .Rome fhould bee 
the common theep-fold of the fheep of Chrift , under one chigf fhepherd the Pope. 
But this conceitis far fetche: and ‘Rome (the flaughter-houfe of the faints) is. no 
otherwife Roz-zh, then that fhe 1s of Edom (the Rabbins for Dursab, Efay 21.11. 
read Roz, and callthe Court of Rome, the wicked kingdome of Edom ) and-that Fesnategat 
young ones, do glut-glut blood ( fo the Hebrew found. “4” 


er Mor; 


‘They hall make a great noife. | Heb. ‘a humming noife. By reafon of the multi- 
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eAn Expoftion on HAP,2, Cuap.3. the Prophecie of Micah. ae 
OO aae ISI? 
tude of men, or rather wolves, Lycanthropi, wherewith they are invi roned, to their M 
no fmall heart-break. = 


wees a - : 

andif they be dark; how great is that darkneffe ? They are the common looking. 
Verfe 13. The breaker up is come up before them | “The mrrianeBeesrezea was, Bed deide conroveries: Be itis choeeer yet ty ge 
se breach-maker fhail handle them hardly and cruelly, as Gally-flaves, or men condem- menr : how elfe fhal! they execute it? Tully complaineth of the Ronen Priefts 
; ned to the mine-pics. © : in his dayes, that there were many things in their own lawes that themfelves uri- 
i derftood not. . I will get me to the great men, faith Jeremy, (when hee found 
things farre amiffe among the vulgar ) asd wil peak unto them 3 for they have known 
the way of the Lordy and the inlgement of their Gad : but thefe have altogether broken 
the yoke, a. burft the bonds, Fer.5.5. x 

Ver{e 2. Who hate the good, and love the evil, q.d. That you know not judge. 

ment, but are men ignorant of the truth, which is according to godlineffe, appear- 
eth by your wicked practifes. For you ftand acroffe to what God requirech, hating Hono off in- 
what you fhould love, and foving where, you fhould hate. Goodneffe isin it {elf verfus deca 
amiable, and attractive: but you are perfect {trangersto it, and therefore hate it. gus. 
and thofe that profeffeit. Evilisof the Devil: and mut therefore needs be loath- 


Una falus vitis nullam fperare falutem. 


They have broken up| Made havock, and laid heaps upon heaps. 
And their king fhall pafe before them} Not onely fex populs, but Rex ipfe, fhall 
bee carried captive, as were Hofhea, and Zedekjah, the city being broken up, Jer. 


52. 7- ` 
Aa the Lord on the head of them) Fehovah, that man of warre, Exod.15. 3. going 

before them, as Captain of the enemies forces, to avenge the quarrell of his cove- 

nant, Levit. 26.25. 


s ! fome: and yet you love it, allow it, and wallowinic: whereas you fhould wwhorre ; 
that which is evil (hate itas hell ) and cleave ( or bee faft glued ) co shat Shich is "Amisvyirs 
i ‘good, Rom. 12.9. You are dire& Antipodes to the godly, Pfal.1 5-4- and have no- 74: | 
CHAP. IH. ! thing in you of the divine nature, 2 Pc?.1.4. or of the fo: of Gods children: but are 7evot 
beh A E A ET tinea tk ance EE the a jerverje and crooked generation, Dent. S259: 

crfe 1. aa,| viz at anothe ? 7 haber ER d Who pluck, off their skin fron off them, and their feh fon off their bones.) Lik 
A heads whereof masam we have here recorded. A ftinging Sermon fo ed gp lies l E or ee wild rest £ con tag? OF bee 
* itis, preached to the Princes, and Prophets, thofe great H eteroclites in the houfe of boxe purfueth the prey, tears offthe fleth, breaks the bones, and {t-cks out the mar- 
Ifrael. For asin a fifh, fo ina Church and State, corruption begins at the head: row: fuch were thefe griping tyrants : their furious rapacity furmounted all bounds 
and as rheume falling from the head upon the lights, breeds a confumption of the of humanity. Such an one was Ferres among the Romans, as / wily defcribeth 
whole body,fo is it here. To che chieftains therefore,and Capitanei out Propher appli- , him: that figre Tiberis, thofe Romifh Ufarers in King Fobi: time here, called 
eth himfelf: And asit is faid of Sueronins, that ca libertate, feripjit Imperatorum vitas Cosrfini quafi capien.ss Urfi ( quoth Paris) devouring Bears: who left nor fo much 
quà iph vixerunt, that hee wrote the Emperours lives with as much liberty, as they money in the whole Kingdom,as they ëither carried with them, or fent to Rome be- 
lived them: fo did Micah as boldly reprove the Princes finnes, as they committed fore them. Money, and lands are heré called mens skin, flefh, and bones: and a 


them. Suchanother Preacher amongft us was Latimer and after him Decring ; who 
in his Sermon afore Queen Elizabeth, {peaking of the diforders of the times; Thefe 


poor mans fubftance is his fife. See Mark 12.4lt, and Luke 8.43. Hence oppreffi~ 


i is called a boxy frn L12, 14. oca (ale LAAs 
shings are fo;{aith He, and you fit fil and do nothing. And again, May we not wel ad Guthes ik oie neces Be pee Do ae 
ig with the Prophet, faith He, Tes the Lords mercy thar we are not con{umed, feeing Elsa, homines fevinzt 5 Lions {pare Daniel, ravens feed Elis ; but men rage and 
the 


, re is fo much difobedience, both in fs ub;etts and Prince, Once it was Tanguam ovis, are worfe then both, Adcénfthon maketh mention of a certain Prince, fome few 
Al. dy Mon, aSa theep before the theerer: but now:itis Tanguam ‘nvenca petulca, asan un- years before his time, who, to get money out of his fubjeéts, would fend for them: 
tamed heifer, &c. In our dayes, Reverend Mr. Stock had this commendation given » and by knocking out firft onetooth, and then another ( threatning to leave them 
him by a faithful witneffe ; that hee could fpeak his minde fitly, and that he durft toothleffe elfe) would extort from them what fammes foever he pleated. Our Kins 
fpeak it freely. I will p to the Bifhop ( Steven Gardiner, then Lord Chancellour) Johns exactours réceived trom his fubje@s no leffe fummes of curfes, then of coin, Poh. Mant. log: 
and tell him to his beard, that he doth naught, faid Dr. Taylour Martyr ; and hee faith the Chronicler: And fo did Cardinal Wolfey, under Henry 8. by his im- Ombessa 7 
did fo, though his friends diffwaded him. Truth muft be fpoken, however ir bee portable subfidies: which cauled Sufolk to rifeuo in arms making poverty their Sperd.s68. i 
taken . And if Gods Meffengers muft be mannerly in the forme, yetin the matter Captain. $ i ` Ibid, ora. i 


of their meflage, they muft be refolute, and plain-dealing. It is probable that Fo- 


. Verfe 3. w] , my people, and flay ther shin, Gc. i 
Seph ufed fome kind of preface to Pharaohs Baker, in reading him that hard deftiny, erfe 3. Whoalfo eat the flefh of my people, and flay ther skin, @c.) He fills 


proceeds inthe Allegory, the better to argue, and aggravate their extreme cruelty. 


Gen. 40. 19. fuch haply as was that of Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar, chap. 4. 19. 0r as Money, faith the Heathen, is a mans ficth, blood, life, all. Of this, when the ,. 
Phile brings him in with a Usinam tale fomnium non vidiffes, Fc. But for the mat- people were pilled, and polled, by their ‘crue! princes, who are here compared to 

ter, he gives him a found, though a tharp interpretation. So dealeth Micah by thefe butchers and cooks, they are looked upon as not onely éxvoriited , but evcangdlagd, 

corrupt Princes, to whem nevertheleffe he giveth their due Titles: and of whom and even exoffiued, and laid for dead: for morri biker aver qie rabine tee 

hee fairly begs audience. Hesr J pray you, yee heads of F acob, Fe» Or, hear yee „mitibus, Itis a lifeleffe lifethat many poor people live for want of neceffaries. Such 

now, who formerly have refufed to hearken. It wasin Hexekeah's dayés; that this favage Shepherds Ezckic/ inveighes againft, that not onely heer their fheep, but Ezek,34. 
Sermon was preached, as appeareth, Jer:26.18. not long before.Sennacherib inva- held them, and fuck ther blood. Aigai paftoris eft pecus tondere , non degh:.bere, non Tiber. ap. 


ded the land, Mic. 5. And although the King himfelf were religious, and righte- Sueton s 
ous, yet many of his Princes and Courtiers, who in the reigne of his father Ahaz, 
had been habituated in rapine, and wrong-dealing, {till played their pranks, and 


are here as barely cold their own. 


carnem® offs concidere, See 

Chop them in peeces, as for the pot, Cc. "} Making no more bones of undoing them 
and their families. then toeat a meals-meat, when hungry: yea nourifhing their 
hearts therewith, asin ad gy of laughter, or good chezr. Fam.§.3. 


_ As it not for you to know judgement? | To know it, and doit? asitis faid of our Perle 4. Then foall they ery ungo he Lord, but be will noe bear them| Then 
» Saviour, that he knew no finne, that is, he did none. And have the workers of ne when God fhall have changed their cheer, pulled the fat morfell from beeween 
a quity no knowledge ? they ear up my people as they eat bread, «nd call not upon Gedy, their teeth, and fed them with the bread o° alll ion, and water of affliction, with 


Hal. 14. 4. Of all men Magiftrates thould be knowing mers Seating: ed, biting prifoners pittance as they tall ic, which will neither kcep them alive, nor tuffer gio ap: 
I ir C , : s King. 
covetonfnefle, and cruelty, Exod. 18:21. They are the eyes of their Somiy them to die ; The» fhall they nA aid wibineas Hoar iin tine, ye) ones 1King.27527, 
et f Gg ; tied 
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Ela. 58. 7. 
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tied upfrom their meate; but God will nothearthem. He willeven cat out their 
prayérs with contempt, as beeing the prayers of the fleth for eafe, and notof the 
{pirit for grace. They cry unto the Lord aloud, but itis only to be rid of hisrod 
they roare when upon the wrack,buc’tis only to get off, they look rufully as the fox 
doth when taken ma gin, bur it is only to be fer at hberty they chatter outa charme 
when Gods chaftening upon them,yca they may be with child (as it were)of a prayer 
and yet bring forth no-hing but wind Efa.26. 16,1 7,18. For either God anfwereth 
them noc at all which was Saas cafe & curfe 1 Sam.28.15 .8 Moabs ‘fa.16.12. and 
Davids enemies Pfal.18.41. Or« He he gives them bitter anfwers Ezek, 14.4.F udg, 
1o.13,14.Or if better ; itis but foraturther mitchief, that he may curfe their 
bleffings, and confame them after that he hath done them good Lojb. 24. 20. Their 
prefervation trom one evill is but a refervation to {even wore; as we feein Pha. 
ob, Senacherih, Ahab, and others. Lo, this ts the portion of a wicked man With God 
and the heritage of oppreffoxs which they halt receive of the almighty 1ob 27. 1 3, 
14, 15. &c. Seethe place. Remedile(fe muery fhall betall them, calamities that 
fhall wring from them clamours but to no purpofe, or profit See Prov. 1. 28. 

he will ever hide his face from chem! that i- withdraw his favour, care, provi- 
dence, help, prefence, and beriefits, ofall which the face 1s the fymbol ; that like 
as they have turned upon God the back and not the face, and have been mercileffe 
to men, hiding their eyes from their own flep: fo thall itbe donc to them in the 
day of their diltrefle, God will award them judyement without mercy who fhew- 
ed no mercy Jams. 2. 13. He will fet of all hearts from them, as he did trom 
Wicked Haman, when the king frowned upon him. Laftly, he will tu.n their 
own confciences lvofe upon them ( as once hedid upon Jofephs brethren Gen. 42. 
21.) toring that doletull knell in theireares Ifs. 35 x. Woe tothe that fpoil ft, 
&c. when thon fhalt ceafe to [poile thou ale be {poiled Bcc. Talionis lege mulilabere, 
as Adonibezek, Phocas, Charles 9. hc, 

Verfe 5. Thus faith the Lord concerning the Prophets] Falfe prophets, who 
pretended divineauthority, whenas Gcdnever fent them, but exprefly dech- 
reth here againft them, and threatencth them. Thole prophane Princes had their 
fleth- flies, thole conrt-parafites, to fuoth and {mocth them up intheir fins: to 
promife th.m peace, albeit they walked in the imagination of their own hearts, 
to add drankenatffe to thirft, andto live as they lifted. Mirifica eft [ympathia inter 
Magnates Œ parafitos, faith One. Thereis a ftrange fympathy betwixt Great 
men and claw-backs: nothing fo troublefome ro fuch, as truth; nothing to tooth. 
fome, as flattery : this is the fruit of firsati {clf-love : andthe end thereof are the 
wayes of death Prov, 16. 25. pe 

that make my people to erre) That fe<.¢ them and carry them out-of the right 
way into by-paths, and blind thickets ...*"errour, where they-are loft’ for ever, 
Deut. 13. 13. Seducers are faid to draw ssena violently or to thru? them onward. 
Jeroboam is faid to have driven Ifrael from following the Lord: and the falfe 
Apoltlesto drag difciples after them AG. 20. compelling them by their peifwa- 
fions to embrace thote ds/torred doctrines, that caufe convulGons of con{cience. 

thatbite With their teeti| The dogs of Congo bite through they bark not, faith 
Mr. Parchas : there area fort of cured 2gs, faith Another, tha: fuck a mans blood: 
only with licking. Seducers are fuch: Beware of falfe Prophets: for thcy> come 
to you in foeeps clorthing ; but inwardly they are ravening wolves, And in this 
fenfe Hierome and Theodoret take this text : they devoure thofe they make prize 
of, as the Apoftles word fignifieth Colof. 2. 8. Others think their covetonfiefle 
and gormandife is noted. : 


Cuar, 


O Monachi, Veftri ftomachi funt amphora Bacchi: 
Vos eftis, Dects eft teftis, certiffima peft is. 


As hungry dogs they fnapata cru, and make cleane work, fuch istheir voracity 
and unfatisfiablenefie 3 


Izgluvies, Œ temvelts, bararhrumgs macelii, , i 
gras Šas All fhali be as well as heart can wifh, or need 
require. 


` 


And cry, Peace) Tard 
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Cuar.4.. the Prophecie of Micah. 


require. Let thefe Cerberufesbutbe morfelled, and yon fhall heare no worfe of 
them. Like they are tothe ravens of Arabia that full gorged have a tuneable (weet 
record: butempty, fereech horribly. Si ventri benz fi lateri as Epicurus faith in 
Horace, Let their bellyes be filled and their backs fitted, and’ they will prophecy 
all good to you: as thofe falfe Prophets nourithed by Iezebel didto bab; as 
the Pharifees cryed up the Centurion, who had built them a fynagogue Luk. 7. 
asthe Popifh Clergy canonize their benefactours, and extoll them to the skies. 
wulfin Bithop of Sherborn difplaced fecular Priefts and putin Monks, Hence the 
Monkifh writers make hima very holy man; and report of him, that when he lay 


adying he cryed ont fuddenly, I fee the heavens open, and Fefus Chrift franding at the Godw.Catabg. 


right hand of God, and {o died. Yea, they hada trick to make their Images 
fpeak their minds this way. As the rode of grace here in England had a man with- 
in ic indofed, with an hundred wires to make the image goggle with the eyes, 
nod with the head, hang the lip: move and fhake his iawes according as the value 
was of the gift that was offered. - If it were a {mall peece of filver, he would 
hang afrowning lip: ifa peece of gold, then fhould his jawesgo merrily. This 


idolatrous forgery was at laft, by Cromwels meanes, difclofed : and the image with 42. dr Mon: 


all his engines fhewed openly at Pax/s croffe, and there torn in peeces by the people, 
who had been fo feduced. ; 

_ and be that putteth not into their mouthes, they even prepare warr againf? him] 
Heb. fanctifica warr, id eff, excomunicatis aqua © igni interdicunt, crucem 
adver/us eos predicant Gc. they thunder againft them, and throw them out of the 
Church: publith their Croyfades, as they did againft the Waldenfes in France, the 
Haffites in Bohemia, and Lather in Germany : whom the pope excommunicated, 
the Emperour profcribed, diverfe divines wrot againft: the reafon whereof when 
Erafmus was asked by the Electour of Saxony, he rightly anfwered, Becanfe he 
meddleth with the Popes tripple crown,and with the Friars fat pasnches. $ 

Verfe 9. Therefore night foall be unto yon) Ye fhall be benighted,your gifts blalted, 
and your perfonsbafied: your Lamp Jhal be put ont in obfcure darkueffe: the fword 
foall be upon your arms, and upon your right eyes: jour arms foall be clean dried ap, 
and your right eyes utterly darkened. Thofe illuminations and infpirations that ye 
feemed to have, fhall be taken from you: and God fhall paffe that. dreadfull fen- 
tences Take the talent from him, even here in this life: let him not have the 
leat dram or drop of a prophetick Spirit, of minifteriall abilities; and then, 
in the next world, caft ye the unprofitable fervant into outer darkneffe &c. Mat. 
25. 28. 30. 

and it eal be dark nto you, that ye foall not divine) Tenebre vobis àdivinatio- 
ue, vel propter divinationem, fo Calvin. All the reward ye fhall have for your di- 
vination fhall be difgrace and confufion : your folly fhalt be manifelt unto all men, 
as was that of Fannes and Pambres 2 Tim. 3.9. . 

And the Sun foall goc down over the Prophets") The fame thing is fet forth by 
fundry Metaphors, for more affurance : for Hypecritis nihil flupidiws, itis hard to 
perfwade an hypocrite,that evill is toward him: fee ver. 11. 

Verfe7. Then foall the Seers be ahamed, and the-diviners confounded | They 
fhall be hiffed and hooted at for Impoftour, and falfaries: fhame fhall be the pro- 
motion of thefe fooles, asit is at this day of the Heathen Philofophers, of the Iewifh 
Rabbins, of the Popifh Do€tours and Schoole-men: who once caried the bell for 
moft acute and accurate Divines, but now appear tobe greattriflers, a rotten genc- 
ration of dunghil-divines as one ftileth them : in deteftation of whofe vain jang- 


ling and doting about queftions 1 Tim. 6. 4. Lather faith, Prope eft-t jurem Sc. ue 


I could {wear almoft, that there was nòt a Schoolman that underftood one chapter 
ofthe Gofpel. Latimer profeffed that by hearing Bilzeys confeffion, he learned 
more, then afore in many yeares. Sofrom that time forward, faith He, I began 
to fmell the word of God, and forfake the School-doctours,and fuch fooleries. 

Jea they foall alt cover their lips} And ftand aloof ; as lepers. See Zev. 13. 45. 


Exek:2.4.17,22.Orthey fhall leave off theirlying;for 1 will {top their mouthes,that ardan: Calvi 


they fhall not hereafter fo much as muteany more, The Septuagint render it; All 
men fhall abhorre them, fhall open their lips againft them. Mentanus,involucut myfta 
cem fuam,they fhall wrapup their muftachoes, which (faith 4 Lapide ) the falfe 

f . f Ggz2 ` Prophets 


Atl. ¢ Mon. 


Sete tor 
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Prophets woreupontheirupper-lip, & incedebant compruli, and went neatly trim- 
med, asdonow the Calvinifiical Minilters- But if tome do io, yet this Is better 
then the Popifh pricks fhaving, which isa ceremony ío bald, that fome Priefts in 
France are afhamed of the mak: and few of them have it, chat can handiomly 
avoid it. r . À ; 
for there is no anfwer of God) He comes not at them, as fometimes he did to 
eAbimelech, Laban, Balaam; neither fpeake they according to his word, for 
why? there cs no dight in them Ef. 8, 20. The-Philofophers profeffing themfelves 
to be wife ( but wanting the wi-dome fromabove ) became fooles Rom. 1. 22.-The 
Pharifees had they known any thing aright and as they ought, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory 1 Cor. 2. 8. Oracles they had and miracles enow : 
but they rejected the connfel of God againft themfelves being not baptized Luke. 7 
30 orifthey were, yet remained they a véperous brood Mat. 3. and never attain- 
ed totharaniwer of a good confcience toward God 1 Pet. 3. 21, The Schoolmes 


Lombard otten cite the Philofophers, feldome the Apoftles ; they count the authority of ` 


Pafim. Fathers as goodas that of Scriptures : neither doubt they to callthe writings or the 
Eathers by the name of Scriprwre. Was not this to fet mens threfhold by Gods 
threfol: and their pofts by hu pofts Ezek, 43. 8. what marvel cherefore though 
they became vain in their imaginations, and their foolifh heart was darkened, 
while they taught for doétrines mens traditions? what marvell though Pupith 
fopperies once fo admired be now fo much flighted, fince the world teeth fusther 
into them, then formerly ? Notable is that paflage m K. Henry the eights prote- 
{tation againft the Pope; England is no more ababe; there is no man here, but now 
he knowes that they do foolifhly, that part with gold for lead &c. Surely cacept 
God take away our sight wits, not only the Popes authority fhalt be driven 
out forever, but his name afo fhortly fhail be forgotten in England. We will 

44.6 Mon. fom henceforth ask counfell ofhun and his, when we lift to be deceived, when 
9% we covet to bein errour, when we defire to offend God, Truth, and honefty. 
oe 8. But truely Lamfull of power) But dothit become the Prophet thusto 


praife himfelf? Lans proprio fordefers in ore; and thole «ho vaunt moft, have » 


oft the leaft courage; as thofe creatures who have the grcateft hearts of ficfh, are 

the moft timerous ; asthe Stag, Panther, Hare &c. For aniwer, it mutt be cone 

fidered, that the Prophet{peakcth not here of bis own good parts, out ofa vain 

Pal 45.13. glorious humour ( it was enough for him that he was a// glorious within, virtu{que 
fuocententa theatro eft ) but to feparate himtelf from thole falfe prophets afore- 
mentioned, and to affert his calling by his qualifications, as doth hkewife Sr. 

Panl 2 Cor. 12. to thofe who foughta proof of Chrift {peaking inhim. The 

word rendered Bat truly Gignifies, Al which notwithfanding: qu d, Albeit there 

is fucha generall defection trom God, and fuch unfaithfulneffe in the. Prophets 

of thete times, yet lam full of power, lively and lufty, vigorous and vivacious: 

Phal. s1 by the [pirit of the Lord] That noble Spirit, as David calleth him, that fpirit 
2 Tim. 1.7: of power, of love, and of a found mind (as Paul , that putteth {pirituall mettle into 
the foule, and fteeleth it againft al oppofition. And truely if the {pirit put not 
Vigour into us, how dead and flat are our duties and all ordinances like liquor that 
hath loft its fpirits ? there isas much difference many times as betwixt cold water 

and Aquavite. Der 

Efa. 50.4. and of judgment] to difcern of things that differ, to time a word as the Prophet 
Efay hath it, and to teach things profitable and proper to my auditours (-not.as He 
in the Emblem that gave ftraw tothe dog, andaboneto the Affe ; orasthofe 
falfe Prophets,who {pake good of evill, and evill of good ) and wifely to diftingnifh 
Gratiasaga betwixt law and Gofpel is praxi ; which who fo can do, let him thank God, faith 
Deo, Cy feiat fe Luther, and let him know, that he is a Divine indeed. . S 
effe Theole- and of might] Or, of manhood, virtue, prevalency againft an <dverfary, pati- 
gum Lmh  enceunder whatloever creffe occurrences for the traths fake, and tor my pain-dea- 
nn ling. A minifter had ncedbea man, every inch ofhim; and to play the man 1 Cor, 
evdelg ete. 16. 13. yea, as the good fouldier of Jefus Chrift, refuffer hardfıv ; being j:rong 
inthe Lord, and in the power of bis might. He mult be like the diamond in the 
High-pricfts breftplate for bardneffe and hardinejfe , as of Athanafins se rts 
$ g -2 


CHAP.3. the Prophécie of Micah. ' 353 
. cftifieth, that he was Magnes G Adamas, both a loadftone for his lovelineffe and 
humility, and an Adamant for his refolute ftoutneffe and Magnanimity againft thofe ` 

that were evil, 

to declare unto Jacob bis tran/greffion, and to Ifrael his finne] to tell them of their 

wickedneffe with the fame liberty that they commitit. See here the true picture of 

a Preacher, both how he muft be gifted , and how deeded ; A thankleffe office it is 

with the world so be thus bold and bufie; and very many minifters affe@ to be coun- 

ted zo medlers: they think it enough to preach reothleffe truths and not to incurre the 
difpleafure of people, by telling chem of their tranfgreffions, and Gods jud gements. 

But chis is not the garb and guife of thofe that are fent and gifted by God fee Ezek, 

3. and 33. : 

Verf. 9. Hear this, I pray you, ye heads &c.] He had had a bout with them be- 

fore: but becaufe little good was thereby done, heis at them again ; according to 

chat counfel of the wifeman, Ia the morning fow thy feed in the evening withhold not Baclefit 4, 
thy hand; for thou knoweft nur, Sec. Preach the word faith the Apoftic, be ssftane 

(or Rand over the work) ix (eafon, ont of feafon, &c. 2 Tim. 4. 2. Chryfoftome told tns 
his fvtiochians, chat he would never give over preaching againft that finne of 
{wearing, till they gave over their fwearing: which becaufe he could not get them to 

do,he breaks out into thefe words. Ie will be an hard fpeech unto you, but I will {peak 

it: Though there be fo many thoufands of you, yet there cannot be found an hun- 
dred that fhall be faved : and J tell you true, | doubt of them too. 

Te heads of the honfe of Jacob, and Princes of the honfe of Ifrael] As bad as they 


were he gives chem their titles. The devil alfo is to have his due: he is called by the 


holy Ghoft Priace of the ayr; and his Angels are {tiled Principalities, powers, Ryo 
Iers of the darkneffe of this world, Eph.6. 12, See the Note on verf. r. 
that abhorre judgement] They were not onely ignorant of it, verf. 1. but abhor: 


redit; and therefore abhorred it, becaufe they knew it not. Plato cohld fay, thag 
1 af morall vercue could be beheld with morta! eyes, it would attract all hearts to it 

Self. But chefe, as natural bruit beafts made to be taken and deftroyed, [þak evil of 

thofe things that they underftood not, 

bruit beajts, ia thofe things they corrupted themfelves, Jude 10. being carried away 

by their impetuous and imperious lufts, they not onely did that which was evil, bur 

allo hated the light of the law that reproved and fentenced them : licenfing + 

thers by their practife at leaft, to do the like. Such Centanres and Cyclopes were 

thefe princes of L/rael grown ; fuch Heteroclites thefe heads af the honfe of Iaceb. 

The whole bead was fick, Ifai.t.5. the Rulers were a {cab, Chap. 5.7. The Lord 7 

looked for judgement, bue behold oppreffion: for righteoulneffe, but bebofd a crie. Pjecafi 

They had made the age not unlike that under Wero, wherein nothing almoft wasup, "" S 

lawful; but villany was acted by authority. ` 


2 Pet. 2.12. and whae they knew naturally as 


and pervert allequity | Heb. they pervert, &c. It is fpoken to others, in token of ae 


bomination : See the like, Gen. 49. 4. with the Note, Now equity or rectitude is 
perverted, when the guilty are acquitted and the innocent condemned, (See E/ay- 
5-20, 23. when there is accepting of perfons, and receiving of gifts. 


 Chron.49.7, 
Verf. 10. They build up Zion with blood] Heb. bloods, that is, with goods gotten: 


by rapine and robbery, to the utter undoing of many poor oppreffed, whofe live- 
tihood is their life, Mar. 12. ult. Luk. 8.43, How much better Selymus the great 
Turk, who being upon his death-bed moved by Pyrrbus the Baffa to beftow the 
‘great wealth, taken by him from the Perfian Merchants, upon fome notable hofpital Tark hif eg 
for relicfof the l 
reftored again tothe right owners, to the fhamt of many Chriftians who will not 

be drawn to do fo. Our Henry the feventh indeed in his laft wiltarid Teftäment, dé- 

vifed and willed reftitution fhould be made of all fach moneys at had unjuttly been Sheid ov) 
levied by his officers. But haw few fuch princes ave tobe found ? it is held a good- eet! 
ly thing to bsild Zion, though it be with blood, and Jerufalem with iniquity. Bat 

God, as he will not have ex rapina holocanftum fo he infinitely abhorreth all thofe, 

who, under pretext of religion in building fome poor hofpital with the fragments of 


their accurfed wealth, feek t make hima part 
did, Efa. 66.2 ies ae 


{ after his ma 


poor, took order that thofe evil-goteen goods fhould be forthwith 


a partaker of their cruelty, as thofe 
s4: Adar. 7. 11, Mat. 23.14, Our Henry the third, when he had 
ny great 6xattions) fent the Friar-Adinors a load of freefe to clothe 

. Gg? them, 
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them, had the fame fent back again with this meffage, That he ought not to give 


Dannft.168. aimes of whathe had rent from the poor, neither would they accept of that abomi- 


Siepen, 


nablegiit. Zion is not to be builded or beautified with bloods, ec. 

Ferf. 11. The heads thereof judge for reward,] Being fo many locufts, & latro. 
nes cam privilegio, as one faith, Well might Saint Pax fay that covetoufneffe is the 
root of all evil, : Zin. 6.10. Itis here afligned as one caufe (and carnal fecurit 
as another) of that Regiment without righteoufneffe, here juftly complained of, 


And it was the worfe, becaufe it had over-run all forts of fuch as were in place of 


power, whether Civil or Ecclefiaftical, The Princes and Judges took gifts, which 
they should not only not have taken,but have hated, Prov.1§.27. they fheuid have 
fhaken their hands from holding of bribes, E/ay.33. 15. fith there isacurfe to tuch 
Magiitrates with an mento it, Devt. 27. 25. and Pfal. 15, 5. exclufion our of 
heaven: Olim didici quid fint munera, faid one once, Kaine is good (faid anv- 
ther) and ground is good, fed ex eorum cosjunélionc fir lutum, of the mixture of, 
thefe cwo is made dirt: So, Giving is kind, and taking is courteous: yet the mix- 
ing of them maketh the fmooth paths of Juftice foule and uneven. Nec prece nec, 
precio, Chould be the Magiftrates Motto. And /sffice luftice (as Mofes phrafeth 
it, Desr. 16.20.) that is, cleer fheer juftice without mud fhould ran down as wa- 
ters, and rightcox/ieffe as a mighty torrent, Am. 5.24. 

andthe Pricftsthercof teach for hire, and the Prophets thereof divine for money] 
They were meerly mercenary : and as Apollo’s Oracles, corrupted by Philips gold, 
were faid grasantZey, to {peak as he would have them, fo was it here. Both Priefts 
and Prophets were ignava ventris mancipia, (fee verf. 5. with the Note) greedy 


In Mat.10,16 dogs, flow-bellies, they all looked to their own way, every one for his gain from 


2Per2, 


his quarter, E/ay. 56. 11. Albertus Magnus complained of the covetoufneffe of 
Paftours in histime : Bernard for this caufecalleth them Jnspoftoxrs, and By-fcers, 
Hugo Cardinalis faid that the devil had two daughters, Avarice and Luxury: the 
former whereof he had married to the Iewes, the latter to the Gentiles: but now, 
faith he, the Priefts have taken away both of them from theirright husbands, and 
make ufe of them for their own. Si po/ni anrum in conjuginns meum, So the Septua- 
gint read that text, Job. 31. 24. fignifying the covetous mans great love to money : 
‘whence Saint James calleth fuch, adulterers, and adultereffes, Chap. 4. 4. Saint Paal 
faith they minde onely earthly things (fc. their purfes and paunches) Phil, 3. 19. and 
and unceffantly wooe this Mundus immundus, this vile trumpet the world : having 
eyes full of the adultereffe, and that caxnot cea(e to finne; But their money fhall pe- 
rifa With them that teach for hire, that follow the miniftery onely as a trade to pick 
a living out of, qui plus fifco quam Chrifto vacant, plus attonfioni quam attentioni 
Lregis, © ubi non vident quaftum, rident Chriftum, &c. All feek their own, not 
the things which are Jefus Chrifts, P/a. 2. 21. 

Jet will they lean upon the Lord | Or, lay their Weight upon him, as upon a ftaffe or 
crutch, velse firmiffimo fcipione. Thus their forefathers (P/al. 78. 32,35. Jthough 
they finned ftill, and believed not for his wondrous works, yet they would needs be- 
lieve that God was their Rock, and the bigh God their Redeemer. So their fucceflours, 

+ Jer. 3.3,4, 5. when they had {poken and done evil as they could, yet, having a 
whores forehead, they could give goodly words, Wilt thou not from this time crie 
unto me, My father, thon art the grsde of my youth? Will he referve his anger far e- 
ver ? Will be keep it to the end ? Here were good words (for they are good cheap, as 
we fay) bur nothing more. The Lord. was much in their mouthes, but farre from 
their reins, Jer. 12. 2. Selfe-deceivers think they lean upon the Lord, when it is no 
fuch matter : Their faith is a mock-faith, a ftrong phanfie, a blind prefumption, 
which will prove but a broken reed, and was never true co thofe that truited it. 
Surely as he chat maketh a bridge of his own fhadow cannot but fall into the brook; s 
fo neither can he efcape the burning lake, that had rather be carnally fecured, then 
foundly comforted.“ Good gold is a cordial; fo is not Alchymy gold + neither wilit 
paffe the feventh fire, as the other will. Security isthe forerunner of calamity : nei- 
ther mifcarry any fo fure or fo foon, as the over-confident. ; 

and fay, 1s not the Lord among(t us] And hath he not promifed fo to be for ever? 
True, but upon condition that you be with bim, and no otherwife, 2 Chron. 15. 3. 


He is not fo tied to you, but that he can go away from you. See his many T 
; ER; 


S rere a a 


Cuaar.4. 


veh ee eee ee Saree eet 
Ezek: 9, 10, and 11 Chapters; and obferve, that ftill ashe goes out. K ic jud 
ment comes in. They call themfelves af the holy city, and thay shel: antic 
God of Mrael, the Lord of hofts is his name, Jer. 48.2. but all this: was but court- 
holy-water, as they call it, empty words ; fach as our profligate profeffours are full 
of. But wilt chou know, O vaia maz, (or, O empty ma) that words without works 
are bootlefle? Jam. 2. 20.’that external priviledges. alone profit not, Jer. 7.4 
AG. 6.14. that formal profeffion and performances are difaccepted "and thofe 
that pleafe chemfelves therewith are but as women travelling with a falfe birth Ifai. 
26. 18. Men are wont to do with thefe, as thofe Conjurersdid with the name of 
Jefus ; they thought if they ufed that name, it was enough. They heare therefore 
Jefus LkuoW, and Panl I know, but who are ye? So fhall it fare with fuch as glory in 
this, that they were born in the bofome of the Church, live under the means of 
grace,&c. Gehezi took the Prophets ftaffe: but there was fomething more, elfe 
the childe had nos been raifed. Thofe tell but an ill tale for themfelves,that have na 
more to fay but this, Is zor the Lord among st us? Men are the worfe for his prefence 
with them, if they walk not worehy of the Lord in all wel-pleafing, if they have 
not grace to ferve himavith reverence and godly fear; for even our Gad is a confi- 
ming fire, Heb. 12. 28, 29. 

None evil can come upon us| Let Prophets fay what they pleafe, we fhall have 


the Prophecie of Micah. 
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peace, Deut. 29.19. all fhall be well with us, whiles God is with us, and for us. Job.8.20 


But God will not take the Wicked by the hand, faith Job, neither will he at all i 
the guilty, faith Mofes. The foolife foal not Rand in his fight, faith Dacia : foe he z 


batesh al the workers of iniquity, Pfal. 5.5. Beware of him and obey his voice ; pras 
veke him net ; for he will not pardon yorr tran(greffions, Exod. 23. 21. or if he do 
yet"tistwo to one, thathe will rake wengeance of your inventions, Pfal. 99. g 
Shake off therefore carna! fecurity : fear the Lord, and depart from evil, i 
Ferf. 12. Therefore foal Zion for your fake be plowed as a field} even for your 
fakes, O wicked Princes, Priefts and Prophets ; you are the traytours that have be- 
trayed us all into the hands of divine juftice : to be angry with us for faying fo. 
and teli:ng you what to truft to, is as if fome fond people fhould be angry wich the 
herald, or the trumpet, as che caufe of their warres. | 
Zion fhal be lowed as a ficid) Shall be utterly laid watte and levelled. Congue- 
rours ufed to plow up thofe places that they would not have re-edified ; and to fow 
them with falt, Judg.9. 45. It muft needs be a difma] deftruãion, that is defcribed 
in fuch exquifite tearms. Alrerius perditio twa fit cantia. This threatning of the 
Propher took fo well, chat the judgement was refpited for above an hundred years 
Jer,26.19. But now mens hearts are more hardned, and therefore their deftrudion 
more haftened. . 
ard Jerufalem foal become heaps) Rupes radcrnm, This they once thought as pof- 
fible, as to overthrow Gods own throne: the very difciples had a conceit that ehe 
World could not outlaft the Temple, as may be gathered from Mat. 24. 3. But 
they (fome of them) lived to fee themfelyes confuced, and our Saviours words ye- 
rified, There foal nor be left here one floue upon another, that fhall not be thrown 
down, Ferf. 3. 
and the mountain of the honfe] that famous haufe that was worthily reckoned one 
of the feven wonders of the world, and ftood upon mount Moriah. ie 
As the bigh places of the ferreff] As wooddy and defert places, fit onely for wild 
beafts, Lege > Lage, faith one, {peaking of Jerxfalem: defolation. . 


CHAP. IV. 


Verf. i, Be in the laft dayes iè fhall come to paffe] God referveth his bef come 
bP forts till the laft, asthat Ruler of the feaft did his beft wine, Job.2. 1C. 

and as the {weeteft of the honey lieth at the botcome. Thefe lait dayes are Gofpel- 
dayes, Heb. 1.2. times of Reformation, Heb.9. 19. of Reftitution, Act. 3. 21, 
called the World to come, Hed. 2. 5. that new heaven and earth wherein dwellerh, 
Righteoufneffe, 2P et. 3, 13, that new Jerufalem chat is all of gold, Rev. 21. E- 
sekiels new Temple, bigger then all the old Jerufalem; and his new Teru(adeus 
: bigger 


falc 


xod.34, 
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bigger then all the land of Canaan, chap. 40.41.42, &c. Let Popifh buzzars blaf- 
pheme that defcription of the Temple and City: calling it,(as Sanétius doth, once 
and again ) infulfam de[criptionem, a fenfeleffe defcription: fo fpeaking evil of the 
things thatthey know not, fade to. We beleeve and are fure, fob. 6. 69. that 
God hath provided fome better thing for us, then for thofe under the law, Heb. 11. 
40. viz, that great my (tery of godline fe, God manifefted in.the flefo, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
who fhould again reftore the kingdom to Ifrael, the {piritual kingdom to the J frael 
of God: as is here foretold inthe felf-fame words with thofe of Efay chap. 2.1,2.. 
whence he isnot afhamed to take it. 

That the mountain of the honfe of the Lord) The Church, 1 Tim. 3.15. called 
elfewhere, the mountain of the Lord, and his holy hill, Pfal. 15.1. and 24. 3. and 
48.2. Efay 30.17. both forits fublimity, Gad. 4. 26. and firmneffe, P/al. 46.3. 
and 125. 1. windeand ftormes move it not: no more can all the power and policy 
of hell combin’d prevail againtt che Church, Afat. 16.18. She is aruh Heda 
wir@, a`kingdom that cannot be foaken: and may, better then the city of Venice, 
cake for her Pofie, Immota manet. 

Shall be eftablifoed in the top of the mountains] Conftituetur firmiter, fhall bee 
ftrongly fet upon a fure bottom, upon munitions of Rocks: yea upon the Rock 
of Ages, Mat. 16.18. fer 31.35. Efay 33-20. Some, by the bosje of the Lord, 
here underftand the Church : and by the mowstain of this honfe, Chrift, whereon 
it is built, and whom Danied defcribeth by that great mountain that filled the whole 
earth, Chap. 2. 35. that fione cut ont without hands, that [mot in pieces the four 
Monarchies, ibid. And hence itis, that this mountain of the Lords houfe is exad- 
ted above the hils: the Church muft needs be above all earthly eminencies whatfo- 
ever, becaufe founded upon Chrift: who therefore cannot be exalted, but fhee 
muft be lifted up aloft together with him. God who is rich in mercy, faith, that 
great Apoftle, hath quickened us together with Chrift, and hath raifed us np toge- 
ther, and made us fit together in heavenly places in Chrif: Fefus, Ephef. 2.5, 6. 
The Church is myfticall Chrift, 1 Cor.12.12. the is his wife, and wherefoever hee 
is Cains, fhe is Caia: fhe fhineth with his beams, and partaketh of his honours ; 
union being the ground of comunion. 

and people hall flow untoit..| Aswatersroul and run toward the Sea: but that 

thefe waters fhould flow upward, flow tothe mountain, as here, is as wonderful}; 
as that the Sun fhould fend his beams downward to the earth, when as it is the pro- 
perty of all fire to afpire and flie upwards. This isthe Lords own work, and itis 
marvellous in ourcyes. The metaphor of flowing, importeth the coming of peo- 
ple to Chrift, by the preaching of the Gofpel. 1. Freely, Pfal.110.3. 2. Swiftly, 
as the waters of the river Tigris, {witt as an arrow out of a bowe, See Efay 60.8. 
3. Plentifully, by whole Nations turned to the faith, and giving up their names to 
Chrift. 4. Poyutly, as verfe 2. and Zach. 8.21. §- Leatonfly, bearing down 
all obftacles that would damme uptheir way. 6. Conftantly, and cuntianally, as 
rivers run perpetually, by reafon of the perennity of their fountains; and are nes 
ver dried up, though fometimes fuller chen fome: qnin wt finvij repentinis imbri- 
bns angentur, faith Gualther, as rivers fwell oft with fudden fhowres, and over- 
flow the banks, fo beyond all expectation, many times,doth God take away tyrants, 
and propagates his truth,enlarging the bounds of his Church, with new confluxes of 
Converts. 

Verfe 2. And many nations [hali come and fay] The converfion of the Gen- 
tiles is here foretold, a piece of that myftery of godlinefle, 1 Tim. 3. 16. The 
Jews ufually call Chriftians in contempt Gozi», (the word here ufed ) and Mamzer 
Goi Baftard-Gentiles. But, either chey muft come under this name themfelves, or 
deny that they are the pofterity of Abraham, Gen. 12.2. Where God faith, Z wik 
make of thee a great Nation. l 

Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord) The wicked have their Come, 
Prov, 1.11. and would not gorto hell alone. Should not che Saints have theirs ? 
fhould they not get what company they can toward heaven? The Greeks call 
goodneffe, Kandy, from wavs and Ayaddy, from AzérStev, bevaufe it doth as it 
were, invite and call others to ic ; and every man is willingly to ran after it. 


and tothe honfe of the God of Jacob) to the publike ordinances, where gre 
ear, 


hear, and beleeve, and be fealed with that hol 
were, eel I Z 3 : ave rah that Marcellinus, 
converted to Chriftianity by reading S#bylla’ Chrifts. bi 
Chaucers Book fome a ronal t to ned ae Aiari i 
not fo; or not ordinary : for faith comes b sees 
ched, which therefore the people of God do fo 
would not take all the world for one leaf of the Bible : 
ching of the word, he could not live comfortably in Par 
live and enjoy himfelf, though it were in hell. 

bes he need e of his wayes | Cathedram in cælis haber 
uftin. rue Converts are im citò difti 
tør quod docetur ? faith the i eri ve i a ee 
fearn they the wayes ofGod, whereby to ferve him 
after. For itis falfe that fome contend for : fe. 
own faith, be it right or wrong: For none c 
Job. 14.6. Neither is there any other na 
muft bee faved, Ads 4. 12. See Job. 17. 3 
ever the Hyberians affirme of Univerfall Ele@ 


that every man may be faved in hi 
an come to the Father but by the Son 


and we will walk in kes paths | 
.the faints run therein and faint n 
are all Perspateticks, ever in ation, Gen. 1 

.17-1. 
faith Luther elegantly ; they do not reafon, but 
pile lars molimina Spiritus Santli gratia. 

or the law fhall go forth of Zion ] The fa i 
Underftand here the Gofpe/, that Law 4 God Piat. A nati 
Gal. 6.2, that perfect law of liberty, Jam, r. 
putteth into the hearts of his people, Per. 31. 
once faid of the Thrucians) Avriveuor, 
into the fame image with the Gofpel, like as the p 
Sun-beams upon it, becommeth radiant as the Sun. 
_ and the word of the Lord from fersjutem. ] 
brethren of the rofy-croffe would have it ) thou 
ceived, and a Chriftian taith profeffed even fr 
‘region of Nxbiain Africk; But repentance and remiffion of | 
among all nations beginning at Jerufalem, Luke a A e esas 
usb E and ae Apoftles fent and went from Jerufalem to plant iaae 
À h : : 

Pees ie , and to gather into one, the children of God thac were difper- 
Verfe 3. Andhe fhall judge among many its 

7 1 people, | We had before, Chrifts Pro- 
peat Office : here we have his Princely,and elfewhere his Prieftly, Gabean both 
tk F ormer founded ) for he is the true Lrifmegift, and Melchifedech was a 
righe, ma him. He isthe onely judge, and needs no Vicar upon earth, fuch as 
Perse to bee, E/ay 33.22, no fuch Officersto fee his lawes executed, as 
3 T ? ors were among the Greeks, and the Cenfores among the Romans. The 
a, i: yf m ns bof h his flrength race Zion, as verje 2. doth alfo give him to 

eff of hia enemics, whiles his people are willing inth i 

powe h the beauties of holineffe, P/a/. a a willing that Chrift thocld fen 
orth judgement to victory, Mat. 12.20. that is, perfect his own work of grace be- 
gun in their hearts. To which end, as it here followeth, 


He fall rebuke (or convince ) ftreng nations | Convince them, Ifay, ( by his 


19. 7: that Law of Chrift, 


whereby they become (as it was 


om the Apoftles time, in that large 


nefle of fin, of the neceffity of getting righteouf 

from dead : yot getting rightcoufneffe by Chrift, and repentance 

live peaceably ieee Ti men may ferve the living God, and as much as in them is, 

Perit they rs beat their (words into plowfbares The. their fierce and fell n atures 

feunia ie ed, as Efay 11. 6,7,8, 9 andit they wage warre, it fhall be zor 
» either for the juft punifhment of Delinquents, whom they cannot other- 


wife come at: or for their own neceflary defence, and that they may eftablifh peace 
with 


Cuar.4. the Prophecie of Micah. Eaa 


me but His under heaven whereby men 
. and 6. 40. Heb. 11: 6. whatfo- 


Spirit ) of finne, of rightcoufneffe, and of judgement, ioh. 16.8, OF the lothefom- Y 


y. fpirit of promife, as thofe Ephefians 
Secundanus, and fome others, were 
and that by 
shies ithe But either this was 
J hearing, and hearing by the word prea- 
prize, as Luther did, who faid, He 

and that without the prea- 
adife: aswith ic, heecould ` 


Ads ty Mon, 


67 


qui corda docet, faith 


n are men difcipled 2’ how foon 
here, and be faved by him here- 


s 


rall faith. ion; or the Pyecians of a natu- 


which areall paved with mercy and 
y and love: fo that 
ot; walk, and aré not weary, Efay 40. 31. They 
they are Currifis, not Querifts, 
run the pathes of Gods precepts, Ambro: 


13. I4. 
25. a counter-pane whereof God 


a law to themfelves; as being transformed Herd, 
earl, by the often-beating of the 


Not from Africa at firk ( asthe 
gh "tis thought the Gofpel was re- 


This feems to 
have been che 
enced of thar 
old prophecy 
among the‘ 
Eafterlings, 
that Judaa 
profeeti rerum 
pottrentur, 
fome that 
came out of4 
Jury thould 
conquer all. 
Vide Suetoin 
efpaf. ton 
Tacit. lib.at. 


Ads17.305. 


eAn Expofition on Cua, 


7 with wath, But if men would live by the lawes of the Gofpel, they need not 


Fhras, 


Weimer. in 
Pfal, 72. 


wage warre, or want peace, either of countrey or of confcience: but they might 
take for their Motto, thacof David, Ani foallom, Jam peace: and have for their 
portion that peace, peace, Efay 26.3. even a perfect, fheer, pure-peace, a mul. 
tiplied peace with God, with themfelves, and with others: this isa main piece of 
Chrifts kingdom upon earth, who is the Prince of peace, and came in a time of 
eace: viz.in theraigne of Auguftas, when as there was T oréxs orbis aut pax ant 
pattio, faith Florus, a general] peace, or truce thorowout the whole world. 
neither foall they learn warre any more | To make a trade ora gain of it, ahd fo 
to earn a curfe Dent.27,25 .todelight in’ it, P/a/, 68. 30. and make a {port of it (as 
Abner did, 2 Sam.2.14, and Pyrrhus king of Epirots ) to wage it without weighty 
realon rafhly. If we Princes(faid our Hen.7.)fhould take every occafion that’s offer- 
ed, the world fhould never be quiet, but wearied by continuall warres. Wemay 
alfo here take warring ( as St. lames doth, chap. 4.1.) for jarring, and janghng, 
for private difcords, and diffentions. Now thele the people or God are io farre 
from learning, that they utterly lay them afide, and are kinde one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Chritts fake forgave them, 
Ephef. 4-32. : 

Verfe 4, But they foall fit every man under kis vine J fceding upon the fruit 
that fhall even fall into his mouth, faith 4 Zapide. Sitthey fhall under Chrif, the 
true Vine, faith Høge, and under the holy Ghoft, asa fig-tree, whofe fruit is farre 
fweeter then any honey. But thefe are coynt interpretations faith Gualther. 1 
fhould rather expound this Text by that 91. Pfalm;, wherein the fafe and happy 
condition of the godly is at large defcribed. Vineyards and fig-yards were ordina- 
ry in thofe countreys: and hence this proverbiall expreflion, to fet forth doubt- 
ieffe, the fpirituall fecurity, and that peace of confcience chiefly, that is granted to 
Chrifts fubje&s : a peace, farre beyond that under Solomon, which is here pointed 
at: or that under our Queen Elizabeth, not to be paffed over without one touch 


at leaft upon that ftring, which fo many years together founded fo fweetly inthe — 


ears ofour Fathers. Then it was, if ever, that che mountains brought forth peace, 
and the little hills righteoufnefle, P/a/. 72.5- The great ones defended their inferi- 
ours, and the inferiours bleffed their fuperiours ; the Magiftrate righted the fubject, 
and the fubject reverenced the Magiftrate, 
and none foall make thew afraid | God, they know, will not hurt them, man can- 
not: he may take away their heads, but nor their crowns ; their lives, but not their 
hopes: for the righteous hath hope in his death : his Pofie is not onely, Dum { piro 
ero, but Dum expiro. Let the wicked have a trembling heart, and failing eyes 
while he lives, Dewt. 28.65. and when he dies crie out, asa great man was heard 


to do, Spes © fortuna walete, Farewell life and hope together. I he fervantof | 


Chrift, as he fits mediis tranquillas in undis allhis life long: fo when he dics, hie can 
call his foul co reft: and fing old Simeons Nunc dimittas, Lord, now let thy fervant 
depart ix peace, Gc. 
for the month of the Lord of bofts,] Ard what better affarance can we defire, 

fith God can neither die, lie, nor denie himfelf: Sith, fecondly, he is the Lerd of 
Hofts, and fo armed with power to make good what he hath fpoken. Peter had a 
will to deliver Chrift from the Jews, but wanted power. Pi/ate had power to-have 
done it, but wanted will. God wanteth neither of thefe to do for his people, and 
to deliverthem out of danger. Courage therefore. f 

Verfe 5. For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, } They willdo 
fo, they are refolved not to alter their religion : as Tuly faid, Me ex ea opinione 
quam 4 majoribus accepi de caliu deorum, nullius unquam movebit oratio : Twill 
never be diflwaded by any one from that way of divine worfhip, which I have re- 
ceived from my forefathers. How wilfull ac this day are Jews, Papifts, Pagans, He- 
retikes ? And how much eafier a matter do we findeit, to deal with twenty mens 
reafons, then with one mans will? A wilful! man ftands as a ftake in the middeft 
of a ftream, lets all paffe by him, but hee ftands where he wasa Nay but wee will 
have aking fay they, when they had nothing clfeco fay. Nay, but 1 will curfe 
howfoever, though againft my confcience, faid Balaam : and do not the Popith 


Balaamites as much as this, many of them? As for the Vulgar fort of ea 
they 


rex En 
r 


` 
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the y are headlong and headftrong, refolved to rerai 
aba pees ap aaa by their Piscean ci Gee E 
racie Rev. 14, 7. Feare God, and give glory te him; for the h 7 
ment come: and ( what ever your aiicettours did ) oe eles BA 
g and PRA a fea, and the fountaines of waters. Pave 
__ and We will walk inthe name of the Lord our God] This was well } 
de apata by all Chrifts faithfull people, who dare not Sie 
to eee Exod, 23. 2. dare not walk by their fathers practife lof. 24. 2, 1 
a5. or they confider that no commandement doth fo exprefly threaten Gods 
ju some pet pofterity as the fecond. They therefore refolve to walk in th 
ee l atis by He pe af a under the view of the Lord their God, who is 
oa of Goss, ang Lerd of Lords, agreat God, amight d ib), 
pe hag 4 s d, ghty and a terrible, as Mofes 
alae : > in oppofition toall other deities, whether fo reputed or deputed 
fw ever andever) Wewill not onl in his wa 
f : y takea turn or twoin his wayes, as i - 
ang who are hot athand but foon tire, and givein: bur Ooi 
con anr oe ofholineffe, and not faile to follow the Lamb whitherfoever he 
goet nie : I. 2. Joh, 8. 12. and 10. 4. 14, Rev. 7- 17. As for thofe Apo- 
fae “a ange their God, that change their glory for that which doth not a 
a 1 ey w Sant an horrible wickedneffe, fuch as the heavens hve 
Uned at fer, 2. 11, 12, 13. fo they could not 
Psa ad ag ae Heb. 10. 37, 38. for bay ? cae pray 
n open foame chap. 6. 6. like ( as thofe that a 
oe chap. re carted amongft us are 
pees A arom ) and do in effe& fay, that they have not found him fach as they 
Verfe 6. In that day} fe. of grace and of the Gofpel : Iti 
fc. : Teis called ad, 
that day, by an excellency inre 100, adored on, De 
tina, eee eset regard of Revelation, Adornation, Confolation, Di- 
aith tke Lord] Whofe word. i orc 
aa l hier cannot be broken Zoh. &. 35. and is therefore the 
will laffemble ber thar baleeth] Hcb. that is mai 
: . goeth fideling, thatis maimed, dif- 
ioynted, lamed, Efa. 35. 3. torn P fal. 35. 15. and tired’ out with long thee 
ao paiT a aws were P the Babylonians, Greeksand Romanes before 
r 3s that che cs of i 
R AE Aa y mig t breath after thofe daycs of refrefhing from the 
and Iw ll gather her thae is driven out) O j J : 
s g l v r, rejected, thru, with 
that is, the Grntles, duflzred to walk in their own waycs Paie an ied 
away a am idols, even as they were ledt Cor. 12.2. l es 
_ „~ ane ber that 1 have afflitted| Both Jewes and Gentiles, the whole co i 
t7 t s, commit 
A propis : for God fhookeall nations then,when the defire ofall nations ( Chri 
cb. 13.25. ) was to come Hag. 2.7. See verfes 22, 23. Janis, after the Sep- 
raamt; rendrcth it at veniant defiderati omnium Eentium , that the Saints; 
ay eee ones,out ofall nations may come: for unto Shiloh in amoft afflited 
me w = bie {cepter was departed from Judah &c. ) was the gathering of all 
Heat - . enh ae 36. 8, a See Efay. 66. 20. rather in dittersas lame 
ould they come, t : È ith Paced. 
ami nes a a ie daar en notatall takir on one leg with Facob, 
3 ib 7- And 1 will make her that halted aremnumt] Yeza renowned remnant 
ras : 2. 19. Not many Jewes were converted’ in comparifon of the Gentiles : 
ane they are calleda remxant. They both killed the Lord Ietus: and their own 
«ophets: they have alfo perfecuted us, faith the Apoltle or caf? ys snt, as by an 


Offracifme, and they pleafe not God, and are contrary to all men, forbidding us to fpeak, 1 Thef. 2, 


to the Gentiles &c. Thus the generality of them then: and to-to this day. they conti- 


nue cr À -4 ; . . 
Ho iil ease Ghrift and his followers, thriceaday: in their fynagogues: Hieron in ®t. 
: tuts prefent time alfo there isa remnant according to the eleltion of !- 12° 49-7 


Mahle ea II. 5. and that remnant became the feminary. of the Chriftian p 
and her that Was caft far off, a firon jon” j i 
és g nation] Numerous and valorous. Vide fi- 
dem & paffioncm martyrum & de Lente robufta non ambiges, faith Higrome ae 
Confider, 


uxtorf. 


Tertull. in 
Apologet. 


Baxtor. Syn: 
Jud. 


A ; Expofition on 


Cuar.4. 


a I i 2 aaaea meea eS ee 
Confider the faith and patience of the Martyri, and you will eafily yeeld them to 


bea ftrong nation indeed: Chriftiaus have fhewed as glorious power in the faith 
of Martyrdome, asin the faith of miracles. They can do that which others caña 
not turn their handsto: they can tuffer wrongs, beft of any: Compell them to 
goa mile, they’le be content to gotwo: yea astaras the fhuoes of the pieparatis 
on of the Goipel of peace will carry them. There is nothing that they dare not 
undertake and undergo for the glory of their God. Thi courage in Chrift.ansy 
Heathens counted obffimacy ; but they knew not the power of the ipirit,. nor the 
privy armour of proof that che Saints have abouttheir heart , which maketh them 
infuperable, more then Conguerours. Ta Mi om 
and the Lord foall raigne over them in mount Zion} i. e. In the Chriftion Church, 
out of which went the aW, that is, the Cuipl ver. z. See Efa. go. 9. and §2. 7: 
Heb. 12, 22. There fhall Chrift ragne, and {uhe did ever: but aow he fhall 
declare himfelf to be Meffiah the Prin.e Dan.9. 25 Lerdand b ft Abb. 2 36, 
Saviour and Soveraigne. Asking he 1. of rebels makes them fuijecs, willing 
toberuled by him. 2. He preferves them in chat priviiedg- by bi- fpirit. 3. He 
gives them lawes far better then thofe of the twelv.: tales ui Reme, which yer far 
exceeded (faith Cicero ) all the learn.d ltbrartes wf the Philof ph- rs m worth and 
weight. 4. He fweetly inclineth their wil. to yecå univestal obedience therenn- 
to, and to croffe themfelves fo they may pleat: bse 5 He r-wards them with 
comfort and peace here, and with Dfe eternall hereafter. é. He dettroyes alt the- 
enemies of his Church, and then at laft delivers up the kingdow:e to hi. Father 
I Cor, 15. 24. not his effentiall kingdome as Gud. but his oecetomicatl king dome, 
as Mediatour. ; i l , 
Verfe 8. And thou O tower of the fock] that is, O Cheech oi Chri, who is 
oft compared toa fhepherdeffe in the Cautiles: here toa Adigdal-eder or tower 
of the flock ( that flock of Chrift which hath golden flerces, p ecious toule: ) in 
reference either to that tower, Gen. 35. 21. built for che fafety aud ie: vier of 
fhepherds : or elte to thefheep-gate in Jern[alem ( whereof read Neb. RT. and 
12. 39.) fo called from the theep-market, which for the conveniency of the 
Temple was neareto it ; as wasalfothe foeep-pool callcd Bethefda lob 5. 2. where 
the facrifices were waflied. ‘the wo-ldisa field, the Church a fold, in that 
field ; anda trong fold ( trong as a rower ) yeaa itrong-hold Opbe! as it i, ftiled 
in the next words; and that of the daughter of Zion, that is ot the Chriltian Church, 
the inviolable fecurity where: t is here nored. 
unto thee foallit come, even the. firft dominion’ fuch as was in Dawid» dayes and 
Solomons: lage, rich, peaceable, proiperovs, terrible to «ther nations &e, 
This was carnally unde: ftood by the Jewes, who therefore drvame to thi day.of 
ancarthly kingdome, and have in their tynagogues a crown ready t> fet upon che 
head of their Meffiah whenfuever he fhalicome: neither were Chrifts difciples 
without a tin@ture of this Pharifaicall leaven: whence their often-enquirtes when 
the kingdome of God fhall come? and their frivol sus contefts among themfelves, 
who fhouldbe the greateft in Chrifts kingdome ? who fhould fit at his right hand 
and at his left &c. as if there fhvuld have been in Chrifts kingdome (asin Seles 
mons )a diftribution here of honours and offices. And this groundleffe conceit 
hung as bullets of lead at their eye-lids ; that they could not look up to fee that 
Chrifts kingdome was {pirituall and not of this prefent world. ` eit 
the king dense foall come to the daughter of Jerufalem” Thi. thr Jewes ( miftaking 
it as before ) pray earneftly that it may come citò citins,citeffime bimberah,bejamenss, 
with (peed, andeven in our dayes ; oft throwing open thei windowes to behuld 
their King, and to receive their long-looked-for preferment, in his earthly mo- 
narchy. : 
Vine: Now why doeft thon cry out aloud ? `) Host and hoyle ? q.d.batt thou any fuch 
caufe to be fo unreafonably and out ragioufly impatient, fo tong as Chrift ts thy 
king and countellour ? What if there naw be no king in thee? Wharit thy coun- 
fellour be perifhed ? A wo-cafe I confeff2, and great confnfiog muft. needes be the 
ifluc of it ; as itfell out in Jerufalem after fofiah ws fluine: Conter Hof. 3° 4 
with che Note there. But yer there is bope is Ifrael concerning this thing ; net- 


ther need the Saints be fo exceffively dejected with outward croiles, clo z 


Cuar.s. the Prophecie of Micah. 


Chrift is with chem, and forthem. If Seneca could fay to his friend Polybins, 
Fas tibi non ef [alvo Cafare, de fortuna tua queri, Be thy cafe never fomiferable, 
thou haft no caufe to complaine, fo long as Cefar isin fafety: How much leffe 
ground of mourning or murmuring have Chrifts fubjects, fo long as He liveth and 
raigneth ? Gaudeo quod Chriftus Dominus eff, alioqui totus defperaffen writeth 
Aficonins to Calvin, ofthe Churches enemies: Iam glad tbar Chrift is Lord of 
all: for orherwife I fhould have had no hope of help at all. David in deep diltrefs 
comfortcth himfelf in the Lord his God 1 Sam. 30. 6. and Pfal. 119. 94. lam 
thine, fave me, faith He: q. d. my profefled f{ubje@tion to thee calleth for thy 
care and protection of me: and here he ftayes bimfelf- Kings and Councellonrs 
are great ftayes toa tate: but Chrift isnot tied to them. Thefeare but pa: ticu- 
lar good things, as is health againft fickneffe, wealth againft poverty &c. but 
Chrilt is an Uziverfall good, all fufticient and fatisfactory ; every way proporti- 
onable and fitting to our foules, and feverall necefficies. Why then do we cry 


aloud as utterly undone? why fing we not rather with David whenat greateft 
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Sen. ad rohh. 


Confol. 


Calvin. Epift 


wider, The Lord veth, and bleffed be the God of my falvation. It isGod that avea- PAL 18. 46. 


geth me, and dslivereth me fiom the violent man Ge, He is King of all the earth. 
He is woxderfull in counfel, and excellent in working Œc. 1t was a learned mans 
Motto, Bleffed be God, that ke God; and bleffzd be Chrift that he reignes for 
ever ; that Connfel is bis, and found wifdome : that he bath underftanding, he hath 
freagth Prov. 8. 44. 
for pangs have taken thee as a woman in travel] They have, but they needed nor, 
hadit chou but turned into thy cossting-bonfe, and confidered thy manifold privi- 
ledges in Chrift, chy King and Counfellour. We oft punith our felves by oar 
(pafiions, as thelion that beates himfelf with his own taile. Sed ô bene ( faith an 
Interpreter here ) quod fine bi dolores [alsem fimiles parturientium, Itis yetau hap- 
pinefie, that the Churches pangs, though bitter, yet are noworfe then as thofe 
ofa woman in travell. For 1. The paines of travell feldome bring death; but 
life both to mother and child: fo do afflictions to the Saints2 Cor, 4. 17- Heb, 
12.9. 2. Travell comes notby chance, nor for long continuance : neither doth 
aiiGion Job. 7. 30. Lek, 22.53. 3- Travell is unavoidable, and muft be pati- 
ently born: fo muftaMHi@ion ; orclfe we lofe the fruit of it: A&. 14. 22.2 
(Tin. 3.12. 4. Sharpthough itbe, yetitis. fhort: {o mourning lafteth bur till 
morning Pfal. 30. 6. and 73- 24. and 135. 14- fob. 16, 15. Jer. 10, 23. 
s. As the travelling woman hath the help of other women : fo hath the afflided, 
of God, Angels and men. 6. Laftly, as fhe remembreth the f{orrow no more 
for joy ofa manchild born into the world: fois it here /ob. 16.20. Rom. 8. 17, 18. 
Verfe 10. Be ix pain and labour to bring forth Gc. | Be fenfivle of thine enining 
captivity, andtake on: but yet with hope of a gracious deliverance in due times 
See the Note on ver. 9. Itisno lefe a fault to defpife the ch.stening of rhe Lord, 
then to faint when thou art rebuked Heb. 12. 5. ‘The. hypocrite in heart neapeth 
up wrath faith Aliou, and why? be crierh not when God bindeth him Tob. 3". 1E 
The wicked faith Hasnah, are filent in darkaeffe, and fhall theretore fie downsn r 
forrew. This is not patience bat pertinacy, the ftrength of ftones and fcth of y 
brafle fob 6. 12. Itis not valour but apathie, ftupidity and indolency, much com- 
plained of in feripture, and chreat-ned with a fucceffion of forrowes Lev. 26. 18, 
28. feven more, and {even more, and feven to that, Three timesin that chapter 
God raifeth his note of threatening, and he raifeth it by tevens, and thofe are dif- 
cords in mufick. Such fayings will be heavy fongs; and cheir execution heavy 
pangs: worfe then thofeora woman in travel. e 
for now fhals thou go forth out of the city} This Now fell not out cf an hundred 
yearesafter. Foule weather feldome rotteth in the ayre. Time weareth not out 
Gods threatenings. Nallum tempus occurrit Regi, nedum Deo, Time can be no 
prejudice to the Aacient of dages: fooner or later his word fhall be accomplifhed. 
When the fins of the Amorites are full, they fhall be fure of their payment. The 
pate of wickednefle, when once filled with thofe birter waters, will fiak to the 
ottom. f 
and thou foalt dwell in the field] Sub dio, having no canopie over thee, but the 
azured skie : {o little account is made of poore captives: Ifthey may have the 
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openayre to breath in, though they lie without dores, ‘its better then a Rinki 

dungeon, or to be fhut up clofe under hatches among the excrements of nature, as 
Barbaraffa Chriftian prifoners taken in Greece were : fo that all the way ashe 
went home with them to Conftantsnople, every houre almoft fome of them were 


-caft dead over-board. 


and thos fhalt goeven to Babylon) there to dwell among plants and hedges, ma: 
king flower-pots for a forreine prince. There they dwels wsth the K ing for bis work: 
I Chron. 4.23. 

there Dal Ane be delivered , there the Lord foall redeem thee] This There, ig 
as Emphaticall as that Yet fo oft repeated Zech. 1. 17. See the Note there. It 
{eemed improbable to many, and to fome impoffible, that ever they fhould return 
out of Babylone But God cffected it to the great aftonifhment of his poore people, 
who were like them that dream Pfal, 126. 1, and could fcarce beleeve their own 
eyes. God loves to deliver thofethat are forfaken of their hopes. Ad nos ergo 
transferamus promiffionemiftam, faith Gualther upon the text. Let us apply this 
promife to our felves: and as oft as we are pincht with poverty, or tormented 


with difeafes, ,or caft out into banifhment, or areinany great danger by water or ` 


land, or under terrours of confcience, lec us think we heare God thus {peaking to 
us, There fhalt thou be delivered : there I will redeem thee &c, 

Ferfexx. Now alfo many mations are gathered cc. } thatis, they fhall be once 
gathered, when the Babylenians, who are Lords of the world, fhall mufter many 
nations againft thee. Would any man take the Churches pi&ure faith Lsether ? 
then let him painta filly poor maid, fitting in a wood or wilderneffe, com paffed 
about with hungry lions, wolves, bores and beares, and with all manner of cruel 
and hartfull beafts, andin the middeft ofa great many furious men affulting her 
every moment and minute, for this is her condition in the world. 

that fay, Let her be defiled] fc: with bloodand laughter. Or, Let her be con- 
demned asan hypocrite, Let her be floned as anadstrercffe, fo the Trent tranflation. 
Thus they pretend, as Xabfoakehdid, that they were fent by God againftan hypo- 
criticall nation, that had broken their faith with God and men. The like craft 
and cruelty was ufed in the Parifian maffacre, and Guapowder-plor: God and mani 
faid they ( in that blind letter, that broughtall to light ) have agreed to punifh the 
wickedneffe of this age. Thole that would kill a dog, give out thar he was mad firk, 
faith the French Proverb. When no man looketh after Jer. 30.17. l 

and let owr eyes leok upon Zion) Let us feed our eyes with fuch a delightful 
{pectacle: and fay as that cruel Charles the 9. of France did, when he faw the 
ftreetes ftrawed with the bodies of the maffacred Proteftants, and the rivers dyed 
with their blood, O pxlchrum fpectacnlum | O brave fight, Or,as the Q., Mother 
of Scotland, when fhe beheld the dead carcafles of her Lutheran fabje@s, faid, 
that fhe never faw a goodlier peece of Arraz in all her dayes. See the accomplith- 
ment of this prophecy in the Lamentations, Pfalm. 137. and in the book of 
Nehemiah. 

Verfe 12. But they know not the thoughts of the Lord] Nothing like their thoughts 
Ef. 55. 8. Confer Ef. 10.7,8. Zach. 11. 15,16. Cec. His thoughts are fatherly, 
whiles theirs are butcherly: the Phyfitian in fetting leeches to his patient, {eckes 
his good: heaymes nor at filling the leeches gorges: neither will he fet more on 
him, then will make for his health. God by his wisdome, and according to his 
eternall counfcll( which the wicked underftand not ) ordereth and draweth the 
blind and bruit motions of the worft creatures to his own honour, andhis churchs 
€s good ; ®s the huntsman doth the rage of the dog to his pleafure, or the marri- 
ner the blowing of the wind to his voyage, or the Artif the hate of the fire to 
his work, or the Phyfitian the blood-thirftineffe of the leech toacure. Surely, 
( faith the Pfalmift {peaking of Senacheribs cruelty in the fiege of Jerufalem ) cha 
wrath of man foall praife thee ( eventually, though not intentionally ) the remainder 
of wrath fhalt thon reftraine Pfal. 76. 10, Let the enemics think and proje@ as 
they pleafe, let them rage and refolve upon your utter ruine. T know the rheughts 
that 1 think toward you, faith the Lord, thoughts of peace. and nor of evill, to 
give youan expected end : to recompente :ribulatson to them that trouble you, and 
so you Wha are trowbled ref oc, For thus faith che Lord God tue Holy Ove of rast, 
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Cuap.s. the Prophecte of Micah. 

In returning and reft fhall yebe faved, in quietneffe and in confidence foail be your 
firength Efay. 30. 15. And I will fivengthen tke honfe of Indah, and Iwill fave the 
konfe of Jofeph, and I will bring them again to place them, for \ have mercy upon 
them, and they hail be as though Uhad not caff them off: for I amthe Lord their God, 
and I will heare them, Zech, 10. 6. Surely as it was faid of cld, Neither thal! 
Rome fall while Scipio ftandeth:neither fhall Scépio live when Rome falleth:fo may ic 
more truely be affirmed of Chrift, that he and his people fhall ftand and fall toge- 
ther. But he thall ftandat the later day upon the carth Jeb ro. 25. yea he fhall fee 
his right foot upon the fea, and his left foot upon the earth Kev. 20, 2. as Lord of 


fea and land, maugre the malice of all, that fought to fupplant him,who fhal! thére- 
hence fall, and never rife up againe Am. 8, 14. 


Verfe13. Arife and thref, O daughter of Zion] Go inthis thy might ( wheres 


with thou fo Iuftily threfheft ont thy wheat by the wine-preffe faid the Angellto 
Gideon Fudg. 6. 14) and threth the Midianites another while, thon Salt [mite 
them as one manver. 16. threfhthem.as the fheaves of the floore that lie ready for 
the flaile, or ( as the cuftome of thofe countries was Deut.25.4.1 Corg. 9-1 Tim. 55 
18. ) for oxento tread out, or the wheel to turn over Efa, 2.28. ; 

for I wil make thine horne iron &c.| So that thou thalt do great exploites, Ly 
mine affiftince, againft Sexnacherib, Antiochus and other enemies fabdacd and 
threfhed down to ftraw by the valiant Afecchabees. Spiritnaliter etiam hoc intelli- 
Sendum, faith Sa. here ; this is alfo {piricually to be underftood of converting 
peopleto the faith feparata palea infidelitacss, This the Apoftles did vigoronfly 
and effe@tually, being furnifhed by Chrift with hornes of iron, and hoofes of brafs; 
with fpirituall courage and metall, whereby they did foon beat in peeces many 
people, and brought chem to Chriftby the obedience of faith, together with all 
their wealth and fubftance, which they cheerfully confecrate nto the Lord of the 
Whole earth. This was typified of old by the Haar Segal built with the fpoils of 
the Egyptians : and by Davids dedicating to the Gord the gold and filver which 
in great abundance he had taken from the enemies 2 Sam, 8. Icis prophecied of 
Tyras, that being converted fhe fhould find another manner of merchand:fe then 
formerly, viz: to feed and cloth Gods poore with durable cloathing. The Centurion, 
when once he became a Profelyee, built the Jewith Synagogues, that had been 
thrown down by Antiochus. Conftantine the Great was bountifull to the Church 
above meafure, infomuch as that he was by the heathens in {co-n called Pupillus, 
as if le had wanted a guardian to over-rule and order higexpences. Sed refrignit 
hoc ftudium hodit in magiftratibus plerifque, as G nalth tre complaineth, and not 
without caufe. The Church is not only fcanted, but fpaifed of her revenues: and 


that which was pioufly confecrated, isimpioufly converted to other ufes &c. 
Thus He. °. as 


CHAP. V. 


Per. r. Ng Lather thy felf in troopes, ‘O dayghter of troopes| Here the Virgin, 

the daughter of Zion defpifeth her adverfaries of Affyria and Babylon, 
and laughes them to fcorn: the daughter of Iernfalem fhaketh her head at them 
T/a. 37. 22- and bearing her felf bold upon the foregoing promife { chap. 4. 13.') 
that the fhould beat in peeces many people, fhe taketh liberty to taunt the Affyrian 
Monarch with all his troopes beleagueririg her, and bafely abufing her Judges: 
telling him, thatthe Babe of Bethlehem would fhartly take ‘an order with him, 
And although fhe were buta Virgin, yet, having fuch d Champion as Chrift,who 
isin love with her, that will take her part and fight her quarrel, the doubreth 
notto fay, Now gather thy felf in troopes &c. Nunc turmatim coito, ô turmaria, 
Increafe thine army and come forth, Gather your felves and ye fhall be broken in 
pecces, gird your felves, and ye fhall be broken in peeces, 
it fhall come to naught : 
Fehovah is our age, Jehovah is our Champion, Jehovah is our king, he will fave m. 
Lo, this isthe Churches confident boafting in Chrift, this is the triumph of in 
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Take counfel together, and Vai.8.9,10, 
fpeak.cthe werd and it fhall not ftand, for God is with us, Vai.33.22 


Efa. 23.18, 
Luke 7. 


3 
j 
f 
a 
j 

K 


TEINS I a ea aes ern Ne it aS No aa aiio a a. PPIE AEETI s CREIR N oian : Z a er See 


Se Ed ee ee Ee ee ee ee 


a Be eg eS Sr Pe E A i 
truít in him. The thought of his birth {walloweth up all her fears and difcontents. Then the remnant of hss brethren] i.e. the converted Gentiles, whom Chrift is 
Pfal.327- and compatfeth her about with fongs of deliverance. ; iii not afhamed to call his brethren, Heb. 2.11,12., hall return unto the children of 
. He hath laid fiege agsinft us, ] And already devoured us in his hopes: buti¢ Ifrael ] fhal! be profelyted, and conjoyned to che ele& ews, that there may bee 
we do but turne us to Chrift, and fay, Behold the whom thow lovef is diftrefied : one fheep-fold under one fhepherd, And the Lord hall be king over all the earth: 
the Affyrian as a Prong river s come up over all his channels, and reasieth even to In that day there fhall be one Lord, and his name one, Zech. 4.9. Seethe Note 
the neck: yea the ftretching out of his wings filleth the breadth of thy land, O Ims there. ae 
manuel, Efay 8.7,8. he will foon beftir himfelf, he wilt beffege our befiegers, he will Verfe4. And he foall fand and feed ( or, rule ) sathe ftrength of the Lord 7] 
Pial 3.7. {mite them upon the cheek-bone, and break the teeth of thote ungodly, that fmot He fhall fand, and none fhall be ableto ftirre him: there hall be lifting at his 
the Judge of Ifrael with a rod upon the cheek, for a reproach to the whole people. government, but it ftands firm and fixed. Earthly Monarchies have their times, and 
ipdmmav. Hugo, by this ledge of Ifrael, underftandeth Chrift,who was indeed at his pation their turnes: their ruine, as well as their rife. The Roman Empire fell under the 
Bacillis ceci- contumelioufly buffetted, and fmitten with rods upon the-cheek, Mat. 20, 6,7. weight of its own greatneffe. The Turkifh, although ic be indeed very ftrong, yet 
derunt Beza a this, though it be true, yet cannot be the fence'of this text. is it by many probably thought to be on the declining hand, But Chrift fhail 
` Verfe 2. But thou Bethlehem Epbratah | Not fo called from Epkratah, Calebhe ' ftand, when all earthly greatnefle fhall lie in che duft. And He fhall feed his feck, 
wife, 1 Chron. 2. 19, 59, 51. but from its fruitfulneffe: whence alfo it had the in the ftrength of the Lord : neither fhail any ravenous Lion > Or grievous Wolf, 
Joh 6 name Bethlehem, that is, the boufe of bread, where Jetus, (that sread of life, that pluck them out of his hand; becaule He and the Father are one, feb. 10. 39. and 
i came down from heaven ) was bers inthe fulneffe of time, as is here firft foretold by God hath laid help on one thas zs mighty, Pfai.89 19. z 
this Prophet: that great myftery of godlineffe being revealed to the world by de- and inthe mayefty of the name of, the Lord bis God, that is, by the power of 
grees, in. feverall Ages. Here was Chrift born by meer accident: in regard of his Gods word, called his name, dils 9 15. and vlfewhere, This word hath a fingu- 
parents, who were brought hither by a tyrannicall Edict of Angufins, Luk .2.2. but lar majeftie in it, whereby it aweth and affectech mens con{ciences, to the propaga- 
yet bya {weet providence of God, that this Scripture might be fulfilled, and our ting of Chrifts kingdom: viz when tt saccompanied with the Spirit of God, cal- 
faith in Chrift fetled. led his frength in the former clanfe. And that thefe ever ‘go together, in all the 
Thongh thou be little among the thoufands of Indah] Or, Art thou little, Ge? qd; fubjects of Chrifts kingdom, fee E/ay 59 21. As for me, this is my Covenant with 
No fuch matter + and foit agreeth with Mat. 2. 6. Or thus: And thos Bethlebem them, [nith the Lord, Aiy Spirits bat 1 upon them, and my word which Ihave put in 
Ephrata, tt ú a {mall thing to be among the Princes of Judab: Ont of thee fall thy month, hail not depart our of thy mouth, nor ont of the month of thy feed, nor out 
come a Ruler, &c. q.d thou haft a dignity above this, and above them all,in chat of the month of thy feeds fred, [aith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. 
out of thee fhallcomea Ruler, &c. Take tfagnir in the Neuter gender, ( as Scule for now foall he be great untothe ends of the earth. | Now, that is, ere long: in 
evernépavss. tetus after Ofiander, and Forfter doth ) and then the ‘eeming difference betwixt the Gods due time, which oft feems long, becavfe we are fhort; apt to antedate the 
Prophet and Evangelift is takerfaway. Some make St. Matthew to relate the words promifes, in regard of the accomphfhment, to hmit the Holy One of Ifrael, and to 
of the Scribes to Hered, as they had varied the Text beforehim. But we finde not fet him atime, co fet his Sun by our diall, fer. 8 20. help they would have that 
that they are any where taxed for altering or corrupting the Jext; but for mifin- Summer at furtheft. But as God never failsin his own time; fo he feldom comes at 
terpreting it onely, Mat. 5. Befidesthac, they were by their office Text-men, to tours: We muft live by faith, Hab. 2.2. and ftay Gods feifure, as David did for 
look fo the letter of the Scripture, and to keep it pure, 1 Cor. 1 20. where they the kingdome, and thofe in E/tier, for deliverance. Gods promifes will at length 
are diftinguifhed from teachers of traditions, and teachers of Allegories. take their way over all Alpes of oppofition: but we have need of patience &es Vor 
Jet out of thee fhall ke come forth untome } that is, to God the Father: that we yet alittle while, and be that foul come, will-come, and will not tarry, Heb. 10 
may know that the coming of Chrift in the fleth, was a plot of Gods own contri- 36, 37- , m : 
ving. He came not by cigs but by counfel: him bath God the Father Sealed, an- Verfe 5. And this man fhall be the peace ] The man Chrif Jefas, 1 Tim.2. §. 
Joh.6.27;  ointed and appointed to (Me work. This is comfortable to confider of. that man, that fhall be a an hiding place frou the winde, and a corpre from the 
. that is tobe Rulerin Ifrael | Masthew rendereth it, a Captain that foall feed my tempeff: as rivers of Water sm a dry place, as the Mbadow of a great rock ina Weary 
people Ifrael, Adat.206. See the Note there. ; land, Lfay 32.2. Winds and tempefts will arife, and that ucon the Church ; At- 
whofe goings forth have been from of old | This is fpoken of Chrifts eternal gene- fyrians, and Babylonians, ( Nimreds-brats ) willinvade, .and infeft her: but that 
ration, which none can declare, E/ay 53.8. What is Gods name, and what s his famous He afore-mentioned fhall bee her peace, her Prince of peace, Efay 9. 6. 
Sons name, if thou canft tell ? Prov. 30,4. The Scripture ufually {peaketh of this who giveth her pacem omnimodam, peaceinternal, external, eternal, called by the | 
frand Myftery by way of circumlocution, It is here fpoken of in the Plurall num- Apottie life and peace, Rom. 8. 7. ‘ibis peace, peace as Ejay calleth it, chap.26 3. a8 
Adoro plni ber for the excellency of it. In this Text then we have a defcription of Chrift, that is, a meteiptied, renued, continued peace: this peace Regions cò Religionis, oF | 
tudinem feri- in his natures and offices. See the like, Rom. 1. 3,4. and adore the fulneffe of the Countrey, and of Conicience, as God hath promifed, and Chrift hath purchafed. 
Piuraram.AKg. Scriptures, l i l He merited, and made it through the blood of his Croffe, Col. 1. 20. Efay 53.5. 
Verfe 3. Therefore will he give them np] As a little before the day fpringeth, Ephef.2.16. And hence it was, that as he was brought from heaven, with that 
it is darker then ordinary : fo before the day-/pring from on high vifited Gods people, fong of peace, Luke 2.14. fo he returned up again, with that farewell of peace, 
they were under very hard and heavy preffures and miferies: -whereby their defires fos. 14. 27. lefttothe world the do@tiue of peace, Ephef.2.17. whofe Minifters i 
after him were increafed and ineagered. The enemy oppreffed chem, by Gods per- are _meffengers of peace, Rim. 10 15. whole followers are the children of 
miflion, yea by his a&tive providence: that they might pane after a Saviour, and peace, Luke 10.6 whofe unity isin che bond ot peace, Ephrf: 4.3. and whole du- 
figh out with old Jacob their father, Gen, 49. 18. O Lord, 1 kave Waited for thy ty is the ftudy of peace, Kom. 12.18 andto whom God hath promifed, J will Lev.25.6. 
falvation, . : . i ' give peace ia your land, &c. And Je faall chufe your enemies, &c. If any ask, ©1777: 
untill the time that foe which travelleth hath brought forth] She, that is, the Vire how peace, and purfuic of enemies can confit? It is eafily anfwered You thall 9¢ P2rn4m av ` 
gin Mary, fay fome: Or, fhe, that is, fay others, the afliGed Church, according to have civil peace amongft yo r feive , and befidesan ability to quell, and quiet for- q4 Bl. g.. Sj 
chap. 4.9,10. See the Notes there. Shee muft have a time of travell, of trouble, - Taigne eneinies. Or, you thal. have peace: and if it hap that war arife, you thall T’ le. Dig é 
before fhe can bring forth, and be delivered. Luther faith well, thatthe Church have the better in batte: if the A [fyrian come into your land, he fhall be a lofer by +3 OV ad N 
is heres crucis, and that every Chriftian isa Cracian: we muk fuffer beforewe can it: if he tread in your palaces, he fhal) retreat with fhame, and defeatment, as it s L: 
reigne, and bear the crofle, orere we wear the crown. befell Sennachersb. . l dy tad Pha, 
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Then fall we rasfe againft him feven Soepherds\ thatis, a competent nur ber of 
Chieftains and Champions, with their victorious forces, which fhall repeli the ene. 
mies, and fecure the Church; Chrifto duce G anfpice Chrifle, under Chrift the 
Arch-fhepherd. This fome underftand of the Apoftles, thofe anointed, or asthe 
rized Ones, (asthe word here fignifieth ) the weapons of whofe warfare were nog 
carnall, but mighty through God, to the palling down of Strong-holds, 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5s 
and bringing in, not the heads. but hearts of thofe whom they had fubdued : ag 
Paul did of Sergius Panlys, the Procontul, As 13.9. where alfo he is firft called 
Paul, in memory ( belike ) of thofe firft fpoils hee brought into the Church, By 
foepherds here are meant ( faith Gzudrber ) the Minifters and Preachers of the word, 
who feed, detend, and watch over the flock. By principal men, Magiftrates, endu- 
ed with that free, (or, as the Chaldee bath it) kingly fpirit, Pel. $4.12. to decree, 
and act for the good of the Church. Such feherds, in the time of the Affyrian 
warre, were Efay, Micha, Poel, &c. fuch principal! men, were Hezekias, and Elias 

im, Ifa. 23. &c. Such after the captivity were, Ezra, Haggee, Z achariah, Mala- 
E bi, Z srobabel, Nehemiah, Judas Macchabeus, &c. Qui nutaniem remp. & Ecclefia 
am [nis confilijs, © Jortibus geftis fulferune , who under- propped and kept up the 
tottering Church, and Common-wealth by their prayers, countels, and valiant at- 
chievements, both before and fince the dayes of Chrift upon earth. 

Ferfe 6. «And they faall waft the land of Affyria, } Heb. 7 hey foall eat it down, 
as fhepherds do paftures with their flocks. Pajcere is put for perdere , faith Cal. 
via: they fhall leave nothing there fate or found, but either bend, or break the 
Churches enemies, bring them to Chrift, by the fword of Gods word, or utterly 
ruine them by temporall flanghters. Aue pæntendum, ant pereundum. ; 

Thus fball he deliver us fromthe Affyrian} itis Chrift that deliverech his, what 
inftruments foever he pleafe to make ufe of, Løke 1.71. 1 Cor.a 5-24. an. he muft 
have the praife of it. The Grecians thanktully acknowledged to Pupsrer cher deli- 
verance from the Perfians, wrought by 7 hbemifroctes ; and therehence called him, 
Eacusex@: asthe Romans for like caule Sofp. tator, prefenting a Palme cto him, and 
facrificing a white Ox : :o acknowledging, it was his power, whereby the conquett 
was atchieved. Our Edw. 3. after his victory at Vorsers, ( where hee took the 
French king fazo 1356.) took fpeedy order, by S.mox Arckbifhop of Canterbury, 
that eight dayes together fhould be {pent in giving God the thanis and glory How 
much more fhould wee praife him for fpiritual deiiverances, trum finne, Satan, che 
world, &c. and confecrate our felves wholly to his fervice, fith Servari Jims ue fer- 
viamiss, Løke 1.74. deliverance commands obedience, tara 9. 14. 

Ferfe 7. And the remnant of Jacob | The remnant according to the elcétion of 
grace, Row. 11. 5. thele are but a few in comparifon, as a remnant to che whole 
peece, or an hand-full to an houfe-full: bur they fhallincreafe and multiply, by 
Gods bleffing upon them, as is here fet forth by two fimultedes. Firft, for their 
propagation and multiplication, the Prophet compareth them to the dew, whichis 
ingendred and diftilled from heaven immediatly. Therefore alfo P/al 110.3. new 
converts arecompared to dew, and Gods begetting them, to the womb of the.mor- 
ning, when over-night the earth was dry. Secondly, for their growth and increafe, 
he compareth it to the {prouting up of herbs and grae in the wilderneffes, where 
man cometh not, and fo their {pringing carrieth not for man, nor warreth for the 
fonnes of men, for them to come with their watering- pots tœ nourifh them (as 
herbsin gardensdo ) but thefe have fhowers from heaven, that give the incieafe. I 
the Lord do keep wsy vineyard, I will water it ever) momeat, fay 27.32 Tie c is 
an honour due to Gods Minifters, 1 Thef. § 13. but the word onely muft be ; ot 
fied, Af. 13. 48. and Chrift earneftly intreated, that as of old the “jams mne 
down with the dew, which covered the Manna (whence that exprediion, vidden 


Manna, Rev. 2.17. ) fo Ke himlelf who is the bread of lite, wonld defcend into us, - 


by the word of his grace, and fill us with the fruits of righteoutnefle: that he would 
rigare Œ recreare, refveth and cherifh our hearts, as the dew trom heaven doth the 
dry and fady fields. : 
Ferf.8. And the remyant of facob---asa Lion among the beufis of the forreft 7} 
The faints thal profper and do great exploits, as being indued with an invincible 


` force of the fpirit, making them as fy many Cuser-de-lions > or as Chryfeftom saith 


or 


-Cuarp.s. 


i a 
of Peter, thathe was likea man made allot fire 


the Prophecie of Micah. | 367 


Lion-like men were all the Apofties, thofe white herfes upo 


rode about the world co» 


tribe of Judah Rev. 5. 


beftowed upon them grace fo: grace: hence their tranfcen 


forthetruth. Steves was amongft his country-men the 
the beafts of the forrett: So were in thei 


Ambrofe, Luther, Latimer, Faret &c. that noble army 
them told the Perfecutours that they might pluck the heart 
‘never pluck the truth out of his heart. Another, that the heavens fhould fooner 42. dr Mon. 
fall, thenhe would turn. A third, that if every haire of his head wereaman, he 443° 1438; 
the opinion and faith that he was now in, A fourth faid, 


‘would f: ffer death in 


Can I die but once for Chrift? And 


favagcneffe of the perfecutonrs ftrove together ; till both 


beleefe, bred wonder 


and aftonifhment in beholders and 


effectual converfion, as in Putin Martyr, in Calberins, in 


converted at the Martyrdome of Cecilia, 


walking among ftubble. What 


n which the Lord Chrift 


qaering and to conquer? Rev. 6, 2. That lion of the 
s- had putupon rhem of his own fpirit : and of hi. fulneffe 


dent zeale and cou: age ae 


Jewes, asa Lion among 
r feverall generations Arhanafins, Bahl, 


of Martyrs: One of 
out of his body : but 


generally, the valour of the patient, andthe 


excecding nature and 
readers ; and in fome, 
thole 400. faid to be 


and laftly in Sifvefter the executioner at 


the martyrdome of Simon Laloe at Dyson in France : where feeing the great faith 
and conftancy of that heavenly Martyr, he was fo compun 
and fell into fuch defpair of himfelf, thar, after much adoe, 
converted, he removed with all his family to the church 
a filly conceit is that of the Jewes at this day, that when Meffias comes, they thall 
be thefe Lions among the Gentilesin the middeft of all other 
down, and to teare in peeces without refcue? and what 
late writer given of them, that they are a light, aeriall 


people; and cafily apt to work themielves into the 


dotage? 


cted with repentance, yy dy Mon, 
being comforted and fal. 829, 


ofGeneva. But what 


people to tread them 
atrue charaCter hatha ; Sr 
, and fanaticall-brain’q $+ H Blount, 


fooles paradite of a fubline 


Verf: 9. Thine hand foall be lift sp upon thine adverfaries} q. d. Adverfarics 
O my Church: but thou fhalt have the better of them. 


thou fhalt be fare of, 
Thou fhile keep footing ftll under t 


he ftan: ard of the roffe- ad prevaile. The 


mountaine of the houte of the Lord hall overtopall other mountaines of world], S#5 militia 


power chap. 4. a It thall be as th 
Empire of the world wa. 


der the great, asa conftant trophee of that famous victory 
rius, As the is higheft in the favour of God, {o fhe fhall 


and her enemies fhall be tound lias unto her. 
very heavily upor her adverfarics: if not foo 


on: the upright fhall 


place that is fittcft for them, even the | 


at mountain not far from Arbela( where the 9e Cde 
won and loft inoue day ) called Nicatorium by Alexan- 


he there gat over Du Nuvd]eccov 
be higheit in her felf'; 2@-. Strabo, 


Her hand fhailbe lifted up, and fell 
ner, yetat utmoft at che Returrecti« 


have dominion over them in that morniog P/a/. 49. 14. 
the Church fall thine as the Sun in his ft: ength, when here 


nemies fhall be in that 


owcft place, the footfteole of Chrif. Meane- 


while fhe conquereth th:n when fe is conquered, ( as Chrift overcame as well 
Jandis furenot tobe fbizered though baken, not to be 


by patience as by polver 


drowned though dow fed over head and eares 


Niterts incaffum Chrifli fubmergere navem: 
Fludtuat, at nungaam mergitur illa ratis. 


That fhip may be toffed ( faith One ) not fhi 
the fcripture the Compafie, the promife 


the cable, the holy Ghoft the wind-, and holy aff-@tions the 


venly graces. Such afoul fuiles fafely : and will neither fall upon the foit fands of 
prefumption, nor hard rocks of d:-{paire, 


‘erfe 10. And it fhall come to 


in the waters of afHiGion, 


pwrackt whereof Chrift is the Pilot, 
the tacklings, hope the Anchour, fasth 


failes filled with hea- 


paffe in that day Viz. of Chrifts power and 


kingdome Pfa. 110.3. The word day here fignifies non (patinns dinrnums, [ed din= 
turnam, ac a Deo definatum, iaith Danaus, not che {pace of 24, houres, buta long 


time, yet certain and fet 
that I will cut off thy 


and Some in charrets &c. 


by God. 


1 horfes ont of thee) for the which thou haft been trading. 
With Egypt: andın which thou trufteft more then in me. 


I will therefore cut off both, wiil ta 


Some truf? in horfes., 
ke away thine earthly. 
idol 3 
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A ma E a aR SEE 
idol; and thatin much mercy to thee: that in quiemeffe PT AERES may, thou arta Samaritan, that is, one that dealeth with the devil: for otherwife they 
be thy ftrength Efay 30. 15. and ver. 7. your frengeh ws ane ‘a or iat Keg knew, ‘that Chrift was no Samaritan, buca Galilean, as they called him in fedrn, Joh.8.48% 
isto fit fil, q. d. by fitting (till you inall bavean Egype(t c D wa S in troth d Bethlebemite, as verfe2, The Jews themfelves are taxed, E/ay 2.6. that i 
figuifieth Jtrength and Egypt) by being without their ee bar al be T they wére Soorhfayers, like the Philiftines ; and told, thae God had therefore forfa- 
then when you had them, and thought your {elves fimply the better or fafer for ken them, or fent them away into big soldat See yoke againft this fort of {inne and 
them. See Zach. 9. 10. z finners, Efa} 44. 24, 25, 26. an 47. 12,13,14. fer. 10. 2, 2, Dan, 2. 1,2 
and I will defray thy charets] That other prop and fuppofed help i wie ull &c. Bue efpeciallv Dent. 18. 10, 11, where we have thee five Arguments iG 
from thee: that thuu maiftnor truft to {uch uncertainties that cannot, ri Aa One well obferveth ) againft Aftrologicall, and other unlawful] predi@ions. fit. 
in the living God who giveth us all things richly to enioy 1 Tim, 6.17. qe : j that all fuch are abomination tothe Lord, verfa 2. Seco ndly, that for Uine 
jewel: andofall things, he cannot endure to be robbed ofit, or wronge fet It 2 the Canaanites were driven out, verfe 12. Thirdly, that unleffe men caft awa 
creature- confidence: tor itgiveth him the foveraignty Judg. 9. 15. and fets the the ufe of the faid ao they cannot be perfeét, that is, upright and fincere with 
crown on bis head : and the contrary. aa ; God, verfe13. Fourthly, that godly men muft differ. from Canaanites and Hea- 
Verfe rt, eAnd I wiil cus off the cities of thy land) thy fenced cities, and pla- thens, in the abandoning fuch ae verfe 14. Laftly, that inftead of fuch ye 
ces of firength, for like reafon as before, that thou maift look upon my KEE of prediction, the Lord raifeth up Chrift, the great Propher, to foretell unto them 
alone as a ftrorig tower, and thereto run and be fafe Prev. 18. 10. eh : fe. what is meet for them to foreknow, verfe 15. with Ad. 3.2 3- To feck to know more 
mailt hover and cover under my wings P/a. 91. 1, 2, and there hold ec as fe- is condemned for curiofity and rafhneffe, by Chritt himfelf, in hisown difciples 
cure asinatowcet of brale, cr town of warre.- Blefied be the Lord ( faith Da- Alt. 1.7. it derogateth from the glory of Chrift, in whom are hid all the treafures 
vid, who could not be fate m Keilah that had gates and barr es) for he hath formed of wifdome and knowledge: it isto goa whoring from Chrift, Lev. 20.6, and is 
me bis marcellons loving kind ffe asin aftrong city, Phi. 31. ži. The mei of therefore in this Text fitly yoked with idolatry: It is here alfo reckoned among 
Shechem faved not thot: that raa toit Judg, 9. The ftrong-hold of Zion he d not thofe things that muft be cut off,if Chrifts kingdom fhall be fet up aniongft us.So that 
fecure the Jebufites, thet in the height of their pride feorned David a s ee if there were no other text of Scripture againft that wickedneffe but this alone, it ; 
that laid fiege to it 2 Sum. 5. 6, 7- Belfbexzur and his Bal yonrant are tnem- were fufficient. ; 
{elves fo bold upon the ftrength of thcir cty, and provifion laid in for 20. yeares, Verfe 13. Thy graven images alfo wih I ent off | Sorcery and Idolatry'are fitly 
if need were, ( as Xenophon tcftifieth } that they reproached the ae a i coupled here and elfewhere : for they commonly go together, asin the Pope and 
fieged them, and derided their attempts as tono purpofe: yet were fhortiy fee his Clergy. See Kev. 9. 28. and 21.8. as alfo in the Canaanites, Philiftines, and 
made a prey to the enemy. Arimazes having gaiifon’d a very {trong and ; Pi other Heathens. True it is that the Temples at Rome were without images for 170 
Plut sin Alex. rock in the Sogdian countrey with 30000. men, fentto Alexander the ee S years after it was built : that the Laeedemonians would not endure pictures or ima- 
cert, lib.ge demanded ‘it jto know whether hecould fly or not? But the next ay e was ge left by them they fhould be diftraéted: thar the Turks and Jews both, at this 
taken together with his ftrong hold, and nated to a croffe. God delight: to con- ay, do abhorre Chriftian Religion, for the abominable idolatry they fee among 
fute men intheir confi:'ences : that thole char ase bis, may rur to the Rock of ages Papifts. For fince the captivity of Babylon, the graven images and fLatyes have 
Ifa. 26. 4. to that Aræ roboris of his holy Name, which alone gp or been fo cut off fromthe Jews, that they would never be drawn to worfoip the work, 
inexpugnable. The Spaniards called their Navy in £8. the Invincible Armado: of their bands. They havea faying amongft them to this day, That no punifhmenr Mofes Gerand, 
but it proved otherwife : and thar upon Saint James his day, whom they count befalleth chem, wherein there is not an ounce of that golden calf, they once made ` 
thcir Patrone, their Tutelary-Saint. Itis not unlawfull to have cityesand ftrong- in the wilderneffe. Having paid therefore for their learning, they abborre idols, 
holds &c. but to confide in them, by rifingup toa corky frothy hope when we Rom. 2.22. and countit facriledge, as Plutarch did, to worfhip by images. The 
have them : or to fit down in a faithlcfle fullen difcontent and defpondency Papifts fhould do fo likewife: and not fay as their Va/quex (unable to anfwer our 
when we want them; rhisis to make fle our arme, and {oto incurr that heavy arguments doth ) that the fecond Commandement belonged to the Jews onely : or 
curfe ler. 17. 5. God will cut offall occafions offo doing from thofe whom he bring fuch proofs for their idolatry, that the images themfelves ( if they were fen- 
loveth, as here he promifeth: and as accordingly he pele to this people, fible ) would bluth to hear repeated. 
after their return from Babylon, and efpecially a little before the comming of Chrift Ferfe 14. And I will pluck, #p thy groves,&c. | wherein thou placeft a part of 
inthe fifh, when they were reduced by Pompey intoa province of the Roman thy bappineffe, ( asthe Hebrew word importeth ) and haft an over-high opinion of 
Empire, ifed them, becaufe anciently frequented by the Fathers, beforethe Law. But it fhould 
Verfe 12. And Iwill cut off witch-crafts éc.) As before God had pomi have been confidered, that it was but-a will-worfhip at beft; yea, that God 
to take away fuch things a: in themfelves are not evill, but only by our abufe: b had flatly forbidden the planting of groves, Dent. 16.21. as thingsin ufe among 
here he will alfo remove tsom his people things fimply evill, and unlawfull, fuc Pagans, for honour, either of fome God, or foma great mans ghoft, which was 
as are witch-crafts, idolat:y &c. that he may make way for mercy which he is rady thought to dwell there. é 
wa togive, were they but fit to receive it. The word here rendred witcherafi ts hari ' i , , i : ; 
Inde Barrai- the fignification of changing or turning : and isufed for unlawful divelifh arts an -Nali certa domut, lucie habitamns opacis, Vire. Æncid, 
Ya fafcin. — Artitans. Iris alfo applyed to falfe teachers and their juglings Gal. 3. 1. Rev, ’ 3 Sia 
38. 23, See alike promite Zech, 13, 2. with the Notethere. See Mal. 3. 5. The worfhippers of Priapus, (that fhame) when they had ended their facrifice,ftept 
with the Note. Fis a ` into a grove hard by the altar, and there like bruit heafts, promifcudulty fatisfied 
; and thuu fhalt have no more footh-fayers| Or ftarr-gazers, diviners; fortune- their lufts : thereby-as they conceived, beft pleafing their god. ` i 
Fuller. Mif on ey, One derivation of the word clepeth them Nebulones or Knaves: asthofe . So will I deftroy thy cities.) Or, thine enemies: and this wit be the end, or fruit 
lib. x. cap. 16+ that undertake co foretell future things ex nebulis by the clouds, planets, ftarrs, by of that forementioned reformation. Mr. Fox obferveth, thatin K. Edw. the fixts 
calculating nativities, and the like unlawfull practifes of Judiciary Aftrologie, time, the Englifh put to flight their enemies in Mafeleborough field, inthe felf- Afs & don, 
Necromancie, Pyromancie, Oneiromancie, Arufpicie, Sortilegie, and other ao fame day and hour wherein the Reformation, enjoyned by Parliament, was patin i 
bolicall Arts of that nature. The Ephefians were much addictedto fuch wicke execution at Lendon, by burning of tdolatrous images. : 
pradifes: hence the proverb ipina dpuar for the black-art. The pene Ferfe 15. And I ill excente vengeance in anger) upon thofe that refule tobee 
alfo, 4&. 8. And hence that malicious flander of the Jewes, Say we not oe teformed, that know not God, and obey not the Gofpel of ous Lords Jefus Chrift, 
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fradi a a l ; 
l 2 Thef. 1.8. Such'as were the Jews enemies, the ` primitive perfecutours, the ftub- Verfe 2. Hear O ye mountains the Lords controverhe Alchou 
ae Papiits, fome of whom have profeffed, that they would rather take part wouldneither hear nor obey God, the Prophet doth : se P at arae People 
with the Turks then with the Lutherans: as lome rigid Lutherans again have pro- fammoneth the mountains to hear and teftifie: the Lord feeming to fay unto a 
_tefted openly, that they would return tothe Papacy, rather therfto admit ever of asoncehe did to Ezekiel ; But thos foxne of m an, be not thonrebelliows Like thar 
, that Sacramentary and Predeftinary peftilence ( as'they call it ) of the Calvinifts. rebellions honfe : but hear what L fay unto thee, and do it. It mish ento cane 
But what a fad ftory is chat related by Mr. Burroughs, who had it from a worthy fenfeleffe thing to cite the mountains, &c. But hee knew that if God command a 
; Minifter of thofe parts; that at Hamborongh was not long fince held a confulca- thing, to argue or debate upon it were bold prefumption ; to fearch the retrace 
Burr.on Hof. tion by.fome learned Lutherans, concerning the caufeand cure of Germanies cala- it, proud curiofity, to detrec or difobey it, fatrebellion’ To the pee 
1. p.465. miti®: and where it was concluded, that Gernsany fuffered fo much in thefe late foundations of the earth he applies himfelf: happly with like minde e fe 
i warres, becaufe their images in Churches were not adorned enough, which there- ; manner as the Hoft of No/a did to the Church-yard: and there called os pee 
fore they would prefently procure done. Had they confulted this ext, they might ; of thedead; Oh ye good men of Nola, come away ; for the Roman Cenfor calls Aba 
foon have feen their miftake, and bethought them of better. But Lord, when thine for your appearance: for he knew not where tocall fora good manalo : 
Efay 26.11, kand és lifted mp, they Will wot fee: howbeit they foall fee, and be afoamed for their ; aud ye ftrong foundations ef the earth] Thoferosts o EE 
envy toward thy people : yea, their ears fhall be opened, and their inftruction fea- yet not fo ftrong, but God can fhake them, fob 9. 5,6, Nab. 1. sa ae hoe $ 
led, 70b 33.16. that they may be accounted worthy to efcape chat vengeance, that ; io weak a creature as air, gotten under ground, and feeking avent. Hee can li 2 
fhail be executed in anger and fury upon the Heathen, that have not heard the joy- ; them off their foundations, Dest. 32.22. and carry them to another place to hes, 
full found, but, as fo many fea-monfters, have with a deaf ear paffed by the do- his controverfie, ashe did the hill in Herefordfhire, Anno 1 571. and that other in icles 
Clinciok falvatioa; che Couipel GF peace: * = the territories of Bern, that removing out of his place in an earth-quake, covered pian 
sacar vines nee 90 a i it. See che Note on Amos 1.1. > Polan fint 
for the Lord hath a controverfie with his peo fey} See the Note on Hof. 4. 1. 
CHAP. VI. 4 Jearn to tremble before this great God, who Eai the circle of oe P 


the inhabitants thereof are as grafboppers, Efay 40. 22. which he can fhake out of 


Verfe t. H7”, ye now What the Lord faith, ) Exordium breve ch, fed plane their place at pleafure, and fend them packing tohell. © confider what a fearfull 


pathericum, faith Gualtber, This is a fhort, but pithy and patheticall thing it is to be at controverfie with God: an A k l 
preface ; wherein he wooes their attention : A#dite quefo, Hear, 1 pray you. Mini- aele and Judge. © the serrour of the S ak Bes e EAT A 
{ters are poke/men for Chrift, and muft therefore give good words: and yet re- world! Urinam nbique de hocjudirio differetur | Then shall they berin ra y, i 
oog on whofe errand they come, it is required that they be found fasthfull, ` mountains, Fall on m (but they fhall reply, we are witneffes eat ar for ae des Lukes ve! 
Baek Or sa f teftable unthankfulnefle)and 10 the hills, Cover me, but they fhall eccho out Cover ss - i 
Arife, contend thon Surge, age, O Micah! Debate thou Gods caufe againft : ; : SA ? y eccho out Lover ns z | 
M ie “thon and ingle Be he ie were W iadgecsedr’s ealliag all fa he hig can dwell with chis devouring ore? who can abide thefe everlafting bur- | 
infenfible creatures to be judges. See the like, Dewt. 32.1. Efu) 1.2. Adic.1.2. and he will plead with Ifrael.] At which time the 
( for thele two Prophets have many things common ) and be fenfible, that fome fit title, hath but k empty comfort aac that tribulation pana habe oon 
as fenfeleffe before a Preacher ftill, as the feats they fit on, pillars they lean to, dead ry foul of man that doth evil: but of the Jew firft, becaufe of his Sin io a eee 
bodics they tread upon: i0 that we have need (as One did once in my hearing ) to then of the Gentile. None fo deep in utter darkneffe, as thofe thae: once were An es 
call to the walls and windows to hear the word of the Lord. This heavy car is i gels of light. Let usall pray with holy David, Enter not into judgement With tl. 
noted for a fingular judgement, Mat. 13-13, 14. Efay 30. 8,9. The Philofopher Servant, O Lord, &c, And with fob, If shou fbonidfè contend with me, I conid an Pfal. 1.43.2 
1 was angry with his Beorsans: telling them that they had not their name for nought, anfwer thec one of a thoufand. And with Daniel. O Lord Pie breenei: a A ree 
fith their ears were Ox-ears, and that they were dull creatures, and uncapable of thee: but to us confusfion of face, becaufe we hate piace s a e ee Aa 
counfel. Demofthenes alfo for like caufe, called upon his countrey-men'of Athens, Verfe 3. O my people, what have I done unto thee ? ] Or Aie aoe 
ı to get their ears healed : and Diogenes ufed to tell his tale to the ftatnes and images, done, todothce good? O generation, fee yee the word o fta etd ond not | 
that he might inure himfelf to lufe his labour, as he had fo often done, in {peaking x 2, ANA MOL Near tt’ Jer, 2,31. 


Pag.i8, tothe people. Let us, to the wearing of our tongues to che ftumps, preach and _ al Thea audi tut a cee ee me what I now alledge 2 
pray never fo much, men will onin finne, faid bleffed Bradford, in that excellent ou, as He did to his ungratefull countrev f wi nefe A ayi not well fay unto 

Sermon of his of Repentance. We cry till we are hoarfe ( faith another rare Prea- pA many benefits from on man? Burt Wi t fi i ela 
cher ) we {peak till we {pit forth our lungs: but ali to as little purpofe as Bede did, h have Iwearied ie D R car Aure pave T ever done yous and Themiftocles, 
when he preached toan heap of tones. 4fine qui/piam narrabat fabulam: at ille mo- A Seah lovin ise hee : Pf. fee . geen you? unleffe it be by daily load- 
vebas anres.But fhall people thus carry it away,and God lofe his {weet words?Never Fene methat Hiti Cor a2 ea 19: and bearing with your provocations 2 
think it. Thofe thar will not hear the word, fhall hear the rod, ver/e 9. of this chap- Te fife againft om 5 Put me in 3: 5 l l 
ter: andif they could but fee their mifery, they would do as the Prophet requires, agaia we geile th in rei ial et us plead together, declare thos 
ent their hair and caft it away, under the fenfe of the horror of Gods indignation, cA ekneffe. and mil dneff 7 G od jullie del ay 43-26. Sce here, firft, with what 
Jer. 7. 27,49. they would beg of God a hearing ear, ( which is as an ear-ring of pefo. S e e that i di proceedeth againft finners, fo Efay 5.3. Judicate . 
„gold, Prov.25.12. ) and befeech him to make the bore bigger, that his word might Br a p A W 8 ene te » tor our better conviction, to fubmit his 
enter: yea to draw? up the ears of their fouls to the ears of their bodies, that one paffe OTO ee REA PT OE a E to TPS he rue 

. 3 Jeg à . i ? CaRehi, ANA Cleare en hee 
faving found might pietce both at once. Ler him that hath an ear to hear, hear: or jadgeth, Pfal. 51. 4. Here hee wills them to plead the caute with hin, asit were 


if yet any think good to forbear, det him forbear, Exek,3-37. but he wiil certainly : j A | 

beret H He thae now gives God aire to call to the hills,€cc. fhall one cay tire hi Sore ssi: to make anfwer to whatfoever they could object, or lay to 

the deaf mountains, faying, Fall on me, bide me, dath and quafh me in a thouland » hen aa he P Se reum pftit. He maketh himfelf the Defendant, and bids Gualher, ` 

peeces. © that I might trot diredtly to hell, and nor ftay to hear that dreadfull T P a rN complaint againft him, freely and without fear. This is 

Difeedite, Go ye curled! ; i upenda fant dignat:o, a wonderfull condefcention indeed. Should he ufe martiall . 
‘eens aw again{t us, and affoon as ever we offend (like Draco } write his lawesin blood ™-Neb.Reg. 


upon 


Rom, 1. 23. 


Juren, 


Oud 
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ger Dent. 6. 12. ands. 15. and 26. 5. to12. H 
to God for our Redemption by Chrift? for what’s Pharaoh to Satan? Egyptto 
this prefent cvill world? Egyptian bondage to fins flavery ? Secing then thar our 
God hath given us fuch deliveranceas this, fhould we againe break his commande- 
ments &c. Well might the hills and mountaines teftify againft fuch a monftrous un- 
thankfullneffe, and difingenuity. 

and redeemed thee ont of the honfe of fervants’ Gradatim progreditur, faith Calvin. 
It was fomthing tobe brought out of the land of Egypt, a molt fuperititious place: 
where they turned the glory of the incorruptible God to the fimilitude of the image of 
acorruptible man (for they defiled their xing Ofiri ) and of birds (forthey wor- 
fhipped the hawk and Ibis) and of foure-footcd beafts ( for they worlhipped an oxy 
a dog, acat, afwine ) and of creeping things, for they worfhipped the Crocodile, 
Ichneumon &c. yeathey worshipped plants and pot-herbs, Hence the Poet 


Felices gentes, quibus hec nafcuntur in hortis P 
Numina 


To be brought out therefore from amongft fuch hatefull Idolaters was no fmall fa- 
vour, left they fhould {mell of their fuperftitions, as Aica’ s mother did afrer all 
that ayring fin in the deiert Judg. 17. 3. and Jeroboam, by being there awhile, 
had learned calf-worfhip: hence that ftrickt charge never to make leagne with 
them. Butto be redeemed ont of the honfe of fervants, Was more: out ofthe iros 
furnace Dent, 4. 20. Jer. 11. 4, where they wrought night and day ix Latere & 
luto Exod, 1. in fetting upthole famous Pyramids, and trealure-citics for Pharaoh, 
where they ferved with rigour, Exod. 1. 13. their lives were made bitter with 


hard bondage ver. 14. till God withdrew their fhoulders from the burden, and ~ 


their hands did leave the pots Pful. 81. 6. til they faw the God of Ifrael: and 
there was under his feet as it were a paved-work of a Saphire-flone Exod. 24. 10. 
tofhew, that Godhad now changed their condition, their bricks made in theie 
bondage to Saphirs. Confer E/ay 54. 11, and confider what God hath done 
for us, by bringing us intu the glorious liberty of his own children, who were 
once the devils drudgesand dromedaries, ferving diverfe luftsand pleafures Tit. 
3. 3. which gave lawesto our members Rom. 7. and held us under ina brutifh 
bondage, much.worfe then the Heathens mil-houfe, the Turks gallics, Bajazets 
iron-cage, the Indian mines, or Egyptian furnace. For there, if they did their 
task they efcaped ftripes; but here, letmen do the devill never fuch doughty fer- 
vice, they are fare of {courges and {corpions after all, armies and changes of for- 
` rowes and fufferings: terrours and torments, without any the leaft hope of ever 
either mending or ending. This fhould make us liftup many an humble, joyful, 
and thankfull heart to our moft powerfull Redeemer: faying with St. Pan, Now 
tothe King eternal, immortal, invifible, the only wife God, be hoxorsr and glory for 
ever and ever, Amen. 1 Tim. 1.17. ; 
and I fest before thee, Mofes, Aaron and Miriam) As three principall guides, 
and Miriam for one: who did her part among the women Exod. 15. 20, and, 
having aprophetick fpirir, became a fingular inftrumentin the hand of God who 
{pake by her Num. 12. 2. But her weak head was notable to bear fuch a cup of 


hongur, without being intoxicated: which caufed her father to (pit in be face 
ANI.: 
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Num. 12. 2, 14. Her death is recorded in {cripture Nams: 20. 1. butnother 
age, asis Sarahs Ges. 23. 1. Some have obferved that God thought not fit to 
tellusofthe length of the life of any woman in Scripture but Sarah, to humble 
thatfex. Butas foules have no fexes, {o of fome women { fich as weré Miriam, 
Deborah, the Virgin Mary, Prifcilla, Blandina, the Lady Jane Gray, Q, Eli 
zabeth &c. ) it may be faid,that in them, befides their fex, there was nothing wo- 
man-like or weak: as if (what Philofophy faith ) the foules of thefe noble crea- 
‘tures had followed the temperament of their bodies, which confift ofa frame of 
rarer roomes,ofa more exact compofition,then mans doth. - It is poffible that Mi- 
riam might (till chat matter of emulation betwixt her and Mofes his wife fell out ) 
be as helpfull to Mofes and Aaron, as Nazianzens mother was to his father ; nota 
help-fellow only, but adoctrefle and govern effe. x 

Verfe 5. O my people remember now what Balak] There muft be a Recognition 


of Gods mercies, or elfe there will neither fallow E/timation, nor Retribution :. 


ı Elfe we that fhould be as temples of his praifes, fhall be asgraves of his bencfits. 
Our foules are naturally like filthy ponds, wherein fifh die foon, and frogs live 
long; rotten {tuff is remembred, memorable mercies are forgotten; whercas the 
foul fhould beas an holy Ark, the memory like the pot of Manna preferving ho- 

. ly truthsas the Law; and fpeciall bleffings, as uvons rod, frefh and flourifhing. 
This Ifracl did not, andare therefore juftly blamed Pfa/. 106. 7, 13, 21. and 
here againe reminded of one fignall mercy among many, thatthey might take 
notice of the enemies malignity, Gods benignity, and their own indignity and in- 
gratitude, that parching wind, that drieth up the fountainc of divine favours. 

what Balack king of Moab confulted\ fofhua faith, that he arofe and fought 
againft Ifrael chap. 24. 9. that is, he hada good mindto have fought, but he 

did not becaufe he durft not. So Eftb. 8. 7. Haman is faid to have laid hss hand 

‘apon the Jewes, becaufe he intended and attempted fuch a matter. They, that is 

the Sortilegé or Lot-forcerers, with whom, Balack-like, he confulted, caf? Pur, 

that ts, the lot before Haman from day te day, and from month te month: viz. to find 
out what month or day would be lucky for the accomplifhment of his intended 
maflacreof the Iewes: butbeforethat black-day came, Mordecai was advanced, 
and Haman hanged. Now, as there, by the {peciall providence of God over- 
ruling the fuperftition of that wicked wretch, way was made for the prefe:vation 
of Gods people : Sowasithere. Balackconfulted, and Balaam anfwered him : 
thatis, he was as willing to curfe as the other would have had him, but might 
not: for God wonldnot harken unto him, but bleffed his people ftill, and delive- 


‘red them out of his hand Jo. 24. 10. Yea though at length he was refolved to 


curfe howfoever, and therefore went not forth as at other times to feck for inchant- 
ments, but fet his face toward the wildernefle, as if he would do the deed, what- 
ever came of it Num. 24. 1. Yer his indevour was fruitleffe and fruftrate. So 
fhall the malicious attempts of Rome and Hell be againft che Reformed religion and 
the Profeffors thereof( whom the Romifh Balaam banns and curfes with belt 
book and candle ( at the inftigation of the Spanifh Balak, with his factours the 
Jef#its ) fo longas they adhere to him and pray as Pfaé. 109. 26, 27, 28, 29. 
Help me O Lord my God: O fave me according to thy mercy. That they may know, 
that this is thy hand: that thou Lord halt doneit. Let them curfe, bat bleffe thoa : 
When they arife, let them be afoamed, but let thy fervants rejoyce &c. Salvation és of 
the Lord : hes bleffing is upon his people. . 
from Shittim unto Gilgal] Oratio elliptica: q: 4. Rémember what I did for 
you at Shittim in the wilderneffe, and fo all the way untill yon came into the pro+- 
mifedland, evento Gi/gal, where you firlt pitched tent Jof: 5. 8, 9, 10. At 
Shittim it was, where, by the peftilent counfel of Balaam ( the devils {pelman ) 
the Midianites out-witted them, by fetting faire women before them asa tum- 
bling-block Num, 25. 1, 18. to draw them to thofe two fifter-fins, adultery 
and idolatry. Then and there, the heades of.the people were hanged sp before the 
Lord againft the Sun, and fome others; when as God might juftly have cut them 
all off, and caft them away ftom being a people before him. Nonne idic reful- 
fit admirabilis Dei gratia 2 faith Calvin + was not this a miracle of Gods 
mercy? i : 
i I} that 
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that ye may know the righteou{nelfe of the Lord] i. e. the, faithfulneffe and good- 


As Expofition on. 


neffe of God in keeping promife with your fathers, ‘notwithftanding your provo- 
cations. Or my righteous dealings with thofe fornicatours‘and adulcerers, whom 
Ithere judged: preferving the innocent, or penitent, till they came to Gilgal, and 
onwards. Or that thou maift know how juft my complaint is of thce, and mine 
action againft thee. So Vatablus expounds it. 

Verfe 6. Wherewith foall 1 come before the Lerd] Thisis vox popeli the voice 

of the people now convinced in part ;or at leaft of fome one for them. Preflat here 
bam dare quam turpiter pugnare. Better yeeld then difgracefully hold out the con- 
teft. God, fay they hath the better of us: neither need he now call upon heaven 
and earth toarbitrate, nor on the mountaines and {trong foundations to hearethe 
quarrell, for we are felf-condemned Tit. 3. 12. Our own confciences reade the 
fentence againft us, we have deferved to be deftroyed: but oh what may we do 
to avert and avoid his wrath? what hall wedo that we might work the works 
ofGod? Joh. 6. 28, Loe this is the guife of graceleffe men: fainc they would 
pacific God, and work themfelves into his grace and favour by ceremonies and 
frivolous bufineffes: yeathey offer largely fora difpenfation to live in their fins, 
which they hadas liefe be knockt o'th’ head, as part with. Interea per flexuofas 
circuitus fingunt fe ad Deum accedere, dquo tamen [emper cupiant effe remoti, faith 
Calvin, they fetch a compaffe about God, but care not to come near him. Heaven 
they would either fteale if they could, or buy at any hand, ifthey might: fainc 
they would paffe è cano ad calum, adeliciisad delicias from Dalilah’s lap to Abra- 
hams bofome : faine they would (as One faith ) dance with the devill all day, and 
then fup wich Chrift at night. They feem here very inquifitive and folicitous about 
their foules health: they give the half-twrn fed ad Deum wf que non revertuntur 
but they return notevento God : like a horie ina mill they move much, but res 
move not at all: like thofe filly women 2 Tim. 3, 6,7. or as ants that run to and fro 
about a mole-hill, but grow not greater. ` 

and bow my felf before the bigh God] Or, thallt bow my’ felf &c. will chat, or 
any like bodily exercifepleafe him, or pacify him? if cringing or crouching will 
doit, if fack-cloth and afhes, ifhanging down the head and going foftly, if pen- 
nances and pilgrimages &c. hypocrites do ufually hercin out-do the upright. Doth 
the Publican look with his eyes on the ground ? the hypocriticall Jewes will hang 
down thcir heads like bulrufhes. Doth Timothy weaken his conftitution byab- 
ftinence? the Pharifces will aever give over till his complexion be wholy withe- 
redand wanzed. DothPaw/ correét his body with milder. correction, as it were 
a blow on the cheek? the 7e/wite will martyr his fides with the fevere difcipline 
offcorpions. Butalthough God muft be glorified with our bodies alfo 1 Cor. 6. 
20. and externall {ervice is required ( what ever the Sweskfeldians fay to the con- 
trary ) yet Bodily exercife of itfelf profiteth little 1 Tim. 4. 8. andiet thofe that 
brag off or bind upon their outward worthip of Chrift confider, that the devill 
himfelf in the demoniack of Gadara fell down and worfhipped him. What com- 
fort can therebe in that which is common to us with devils? whoas they beleeve 
and tremble, fo they tremble and worfhip. The outward bowing is the body ofthe 
action ; the difpofition of the foule, is the foule of it. 

Soak I come before him with burnt-offerings œc thall! prevent him, and pro- 
piciatehim with holocaufts? hall I meet him marching againft me, and thus make 
my peace withhim ? The Jewes were muchin facrifices, till they wearied Gods 
foule therewith, and all his fenfes E/ay 1. 13, 14, 15. but they were facrificing 


Sedomites ver. 10. they Ruck inthe bark, they pleafed themfelycs in the work 


done, not attending the manner, ° which either makes or marres every ation, and 
is mainely eyed by God : their devotions were placed more in the mafly materia< 
lity, then inward purity ; and hence rejeéted David could tell (through thefe 
Que ftionifis could not ) that God defired not facrifice, further then as thereby men 
were led to Chrift; and that the /acrifices of God are a contrite firit Pfal. 5t. 16, 
17. that no burnt offering is acceptable, nog calf ofa yeare old, unteffe laid onthe 
low altar ofa broken heart, which /anétifieth the facrifice. 
ie’ Verfe 7. Wil the Lord be pleafed with thoufands of ramms| Ie was taken fora 
maxine among all nations, that no man was to come before God empty-handed : 
nor 


Cuar.6. the Prophecie of Micah. 
nor to ferve him of free-coft. And -although Lycurgus ‘the Lacedemonian madea 
law, that-no man fhould be at very great charge for a facrifice, léft he fhould grow 
weary of Gods fervice: yet when the ‘famous carver Phidia, advited the Atheni- 
ans to make the ftatue of Minerva rather of Marble, then’ of Ivory. 1. becanfe 
more durable (this. paffed with allowance. ) 2. becaufe leffe chargeable : at che 
mention hereof, with infinite indignation they commanded him filence.. Péixy tells 
us, of Alexander the Gteat, that when, as being yeta youth, he caft great ftorée 
of frankincenfe ypon the altar , and his School-mafter told him, he múft not bee fo 
liberal, till he had fubdued the frankincenfe-countreys: when once he had conque- 
red Arabia, he fent his {chool-mafter a fhip full of frankincenfe, largely exhorting 
him to worfhip the gods therewith. Superftition ‘is, for moft part, not liberail 
onely, but prodigal! ; and no wonder, when as good works are by Bellarmine {aid 
to be mercatura regni cæleflis the price‘and purchafe of heaven. . Hence their 
* Churches are fo ftuffed with vowed prefents, and memories, asat Loretto, and elfe- 
where,they are fain to hang their Cloyfters, and Church-yards with them. What 
would not men give, what will they not fuffer, that chey may be faved? I would 
; fwim thorowa fea of brimftone, faid One, that I might come to heaven at laft. 
But thofe that would buy heaven,,and do offer as thefe here > & bribe for a 
pardon, fhall hear , Thy moncy perife with thee: And thofe that feek to bee 
faved by their works, Luther fitly calls, the Devils martyrs: They fuffer much, 
and take much pains to go to hell, they buy their damnation, as One faith 
the Pharifees did, when they gave Judas thofe thirty pieces, for which he fold 
his-falvation. | rie Pe 
Shall I give my firfl-born for my tran{greffion 


21.and 23. and that, in an apith imitation of Abrahams offering his fonne Ifaac. 
To the fame Saturn the Phenicians are faid to have facrificed the beht of thei fonnes. 
So did the Carthaginians , as Diodorus Siculus teltifieth. And wherras they had for 
awhile left off fotodo, and were overcome. by Agathocles, they -( fuppofing that 
the gods were therefore angry withithem, becanfe they had not done as formerly) 
flew 200. at once, atthe altar, of their young ‘Nobility, to pacifie the offended 
deity. Of like fort were Anamuelech, and Adramsmelech, the ‘gods of Sepharvaim, 
unto whom that people barnt their children in the fire, 2 King. 17.13. And little 
better were our Anceftours, the old Bristones, who not onely facri ficed their ftran- 
gers, but their children too, zon ad bonorem fed ad injuriam religionis. Here then 
the Prophet feemeth to fpeak by way of Conceffion, that he may fhew thefe Quefti- 
onifts, how little it would avail them to facrifice their children, if fuch a thing were 
lawfull to be done. ` . , 

Verfe 8. Hee bath foewed thee, O man, what is good | i.e. What is right, juft, 
and acceptable to himfelf. Hee fhewed it by thelight of Nature: for Ariftorle 
( Natures fecretary.) faith, fe is mot Zikely that God is fo well pleafed with the 
coftlineffe of the fasrifices, as with thé godlixefe of the facrificers. He hath thewed 
-it much more by the light of Scripture: ‘there he hath told thee, what is the anam 
neceffarinm, One thing neceffary ; in comparifon whereof all other things are but 
by-bufineffes: what is the Totum homizis, the whole duty of man, {¢.to fear God, 

vand keep his commandements, Ecclef. 12. 13. What is the Bonum hominis, as here, 
yea, the Summum Bonum, or chiefeft good of man,attainable in this life ; viz, Cems. 
ı manion with God, and Conformity to God. 
And what doth the Lord require of thee} But thee? Quia inommni creatura tep- 
vena nihil melins fecit te, ipfe quarit te dtu, quia in perdideras te, inte, as Angufine 


- elegantly paraphrafeth this Text. Inas much, as God hath among all earthly crea- 


tures, made nothing better then thee, therefore he requireth thee, of thee, &c. 

But todo juftly, and to love mercy") This is the famme of the fècond Table: as 
that which followeth, is of the firt, to walk, huntoly withthy God. Here then is 
a brief of the whole Bible, a /ittle Bible, as the eldventh to the Hebrews, isby One 
not unfitly called, 4 Zirtle Book of Martyrs. Do this and live: Do this here en- 
Joyned, and chou fhalt never fall: yea,thou fhalt go gallantly into heaven, as Saint 
Peter hath it, 2 Epift. 1. 10, 11. Certa Semper [unt in paseis, faith Tertullian. 
Things fimply neceffary, whether to be beleeved or practifed, are ‘few in number, 
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we know, to offer up their children in facrifice to Moloch, or Saturn, 2 King. 17.and - 


Spec. Europ. 


5. 
Eufeb.praps 
Evang. lib.4. 
Diod.Stc.l.208 


Camd, Britane 


Arift inRhetot 


Aug fermi 36: 
de temp. 


376 


2 Cor.8, 


E OE T UE tect TE Ton meg mS 
aaa 


1 Chro. 29.14. 


Juflinian- 


Reb, 12,28. 


Herodot. 


! 


FORT r aaa 


`- An Expofition on 


but many in vertue; in fight fmall, but great in weight: like gold, which being fo- 


lid, is contracted intoa narrow room: but may be drawn into fo large an extent, ` 


, that one angél may cover,an acre of ground, as the Naturalifts have obierved. To 
do jufiy, isthe duty; not onely of Magiftraces, whom God hath entruited with, 
the adminiftration of his‘earchly kingdom, by the due execution of vindicative 
and remunerative juftice, but alfo‘of all: other perfons, in their feverall places and 
{tations,Whofe rule muft be that. golden faying of our Saviour, Whatjoever ye would 
that men foould do unto you, do yeeven foro them: for thiss the law and the pro- 
phets, Mat. 7. 12. See the Note there. oo, 

And to love mercy | Thisis more then to ew mercy: for that aman may do, 
and yet, for want of love, lofe all, 1 Cor.13. He muft not onely draw out his theaf, 
but his fox! to the hungry, Efay 58. 10. nor diftribute {pirituall alms, but do it out of 
deep affettion, as Titus, 2 Cor. 7. he mutt be ready to diftribute, willing ro commy. 
nicate, 1 Tim. 6. 18. his mercy muft flow from him, as water doth from the fourt- 
tain, or light from the-Sun: it muft not be wrung from him, as verjuyce from a 
crab, or as diftilled water is forced out by the heat of the fire. Let the love of 
Chrift conftrain us to look out fome of his receivers, (as David did Jonathans ftock) 
to whom we may fhew mercy for his fake. What though we be weak, yet if willing 
to fhew mercy, God accepteth according to that a man hath, and not according to 
thathe hath not. The widows ‘mite is beyond the rich mans magnificence : becaufe 
it came out of aricher minde: The Apoftle bids, Put on, as the elec? of Gad, boly 
and beloved, ‘bowels of mercies, kindneffe, Col. 3.12. fach asthe Gaoler had to- 
ward Panl and Silas: fuch as the Samaritan had toward the wounded man by zhe 
way-fide : fuch as thofe primitive Chriftians had, who came tothe Church, with 
ftrong affections, with large contributions, 4és 4. 34.. The like is foretold of Ty- 
rus when converted, Efay 23. 18. and of Erhiopia, Pfal. 68. 31. that thee thall 
haftily firetch her bands unto God, Heb. foe feall make them ras, noting her readi- 
neffe, and fpeedineffe, in giving her goods unto the faints. The tender mercies of 
the Almighty, fhed forth abundantly ypon His, leave a compaflionate frame upon 

` their hearts, and do dye their thoughts, as dhe dic-fat doth the cloth. 

And to walk, hunsbly with thy God | Or, bafofully, with an holy thamefacedneffe, 
and follicitoufneffe’ of doing any thing that may offend the eyes of Gods glory. 
Yea, what care, faith the Apoftle, 2 Cor.7.11. fe. of Walking worthy of the Lord, 
unto all-pleafing, Colof, 1.10. as proving your hearts and lives to him in every 
part and point of obedience. This the Lordina myftery taught his pegple, Des. 
23. 13,14, when commanding them to cover their excrements witha paddle, hee 
giveth this reafon thereof. Forthe Lord thy God walketh in. the middeft of thy camp, 
cc. therefore foall thy cansp be holy, that he fee no unclean thing in thee, and tarn 


away from thee. They that ftand in the prefence of Princes muft be every way exadt: ` 


and give them all due refpe@. Now a good man, like a good. Angel, is ever in 
Gods prefence : and muft therefore walk worthy of the vocation wherewith he is 
called, with all lowlineffe and meekneffe, Ephef: 4 1, 2. with all modefty, and 
demiflion of mind, and of demeanour, ( as the word here fignifieth ) and efpecially, 
when he draweth nigh to Godin holy duties. Then it muft be his care to exercife a 
three-fold humility. Firft, precedent, before he fets upon Gods fervice, he muft in 
heart devote, and dedicate all that heis, and hath, as a due debt to the Almighty, 
faying with David, Itis of thine own, Lord, that I give thee: Tù od ix tev owy, a3 
that good Emperour faid. The fecond is coscomitant : when in the performance of 
good duties, be hath grace, (this lovely grace of humility efpecially ) whereby hee 
may ferve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear; which is nothing elfe but 
- an awfull refpect to the divine Majefty, with whom wee have to do, Heb. 4. 13, 
The third is /ubfequent ; when after heehdth done his beft, he is dejected in che 
fenfe of his many failings in the mannet ; and looking on his plumes, he looketh al- 
fo on his black feet,and is abafhed, and abafed before-the ord. Lo, thisis to bumble 
bimfelf te walk. with bis God. And as many as Walk, according to this rule, peace be 
on them, and mercy, and upon the Ifrael of God. oe . 
Verfe o. The Lords voice crieth unto the city | Or, foal cry, viz by his Prophets. 
piac 6 deds mesonacivery, faid the Heathen. God loves to fore-fignifie, to warn before 


he woundeth, to foretell a judgement, before he inflitech it... He had fhewed his 
. . people 


 Cuar:6. 
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pec t was good,and what he required of them : but to little purpofe, chrough 
Peo aa ablevelfe and ftubbornneffe. He thereatneth. therefore here to take 
another courfe with them. = >- oe oo 

dad the manof Wifdonse fhall fee thy name | Gualther tendreth it, And the man 
fE fence, &c- that is,.gué revera vir eft , non caudex aut truncus, hee that isa man 
indeed, or nota ftock, or trunck ( fuch an one as was that /apleffe fellow Nabal, iti 
whom all crue reafon was decayed and faded.) will eafily /te Gods name, that is, the 
divine majefty of the word, working powerfully upon bis heart, as the Sun-beams 
beat upon fonas his head, and difquteted him. Darens rendreth it, “And wifdows 
feerb thy nams, thatis, Wifdoms children, as Luke 7.35. which will juftifie her, 
when others are either fo froward, that nothing can pleafe them, ( neither fohn fatt- 
ing, nor Chrift eating, Mat. 11. 16, &c. ) or fo dull, that nothing can affect them, 
as the(ehere: the word of God was worfe then fpilt upon them. Sure it is, that 
wifdoms children are not many. Who is wife, and he foall underfland thefe things è 
faith Hofea chap.14. 9. the very queftion imports a paucity. See the Note there, 


‘Though a gunne be difcharged at a whole flight of birds, there are but a few killed: 


though the net be fpread over the whole pond, but a few fithes are taken. Rari 
fant qui philofophanter, faith Ulpian. Teis with our hearers, asit was with Jona- 
thans fignal arrows, two fell fhort, and but one beyond the mark: So where one 
fhoats home to the mark of the high-calling in Chrif Jefus, many fall fhort. Three 
forts of four of those that heard our Saviour, were naught, Mar. 13. And of thofe 
that heard Pax! at Athens, fome derided, others doubted, and but a very few belee- 
ved ; as Dennis, and Damaris, and fome others with them, 4.17.34. . 
Hear ye the rod] Sith ye would not- hear the word, and fo redeem your own 
forrows. All Gods rods are vocall, they are {peaking as well as {miting : they are 
not mute, but mingled with inftructions. They are his Free-{chool-maffer ; cutit, 
and crabbed, but fuch as whereby he opeseth mens cars ( till then, uncircumcifed, 
and ftopt with the fwperfluéty of nanghtineffe ) to difcipline, arid commandeth them 
to return from iniquity, Job 36.8, 9. By chaftening men, God teacheth them out 
t of his Law,P/al.64.12. Hence Lather calleth Affliction,7 keologiam Chriftianernm, 
the Chriftian mans Divinity: and Another faith , that Schola crucis eff fchola 


lucis. There foall be onely fear, to make you underftand the hearing, Efay 28. 196 


is faid to hold his peace, when he punifheth not, P/ad. 50.21. E/ay 4E. 14. 
ft oe difi and teach, Phen he doth, And lookthow Gideon, by thrething the 
men of Succoth with thorns and briars of the wilderneffe, tanght them, Judg. 8. 
7,16. fo here. I have a meffage from God unto thee, O King, faid Ebad, Fudg.3.20. 
Lo, his ponyard was Gods meflage. Whence, One well obferveth, that not onely 
the vocal! admonitions, but the reall judgements of God, are his errands and in- 
ftructions to the world. For when thy judgements are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteoufnefle, E/a7 26.9. Smart makes wit ; and Vexation 

iveth underftanding. |. Co . , 
End who bath epposstid it J God, who hath not oncly a permiffive, but an active 
hand in all our affliGions, Others render the text, Quis fis, qui accer{atifind, wha 
it is thathath procured’it, or fent for it, Who, but your felves ? according to 
Hof. 13.9. Seethe Notethere. Nemo leditur nifi a fespfo. Meh may thank them- 
felves for alltheir fufferings : for God aflicteth not willingly, Laz. 3.35. He co- 
meth forth of his place to doit, E/ay 16,21. and counteth it his work, his frange 
work, Efay 28.21. He. doth juftice, (when there is no other remedy ) but hee 
loveth mercy, and fo requireth us to doin the verfe next afore-going. © - | 

Verf. 10. Are there yet the treafures of wickedneffe | What yet? for all that 
ever Ican fay or doto the contrary 7 Though I cry out unto you by my word ( and 
have fer iton with my rod, that it might ftick the better ) Ob‘do not this abomi- 
nable thing ! Is there yet sunto every mau an houfe of the wicked, and treafures of 
Wickedneffe ? ( fo fome read it ) fee chap, 2.2. with the Note. The Vulgar reads 
it, ( and Gualther difliketh it not ) Js there yet fire in the honfe of the wicked ? fe. 
the fire of Gods wrath ? and treafures of wickedneffe, as fuell caft upon it, to cons 
fume all? See fam. 5.1, 2, 3, Treafures of wickedneffe profit not, Prov. 10. 2. 
fith to heap upfinne, is to heap up wrath, Row. 2. and to rake together ill-gotten 


i -clothes, and death with them. Ephraim 
goods, is to carry home a fardle of plaguy q ° A S, p “ae 
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oo iaaa 
faid yer I am become rich, Y have found me out Subftance Hof, 12. 8. But info do~ 


ing, Ephraim fed upon the wind ver. 1. yeaupon peftilentiall ayre: hedaily in. _ 


creafed dies and defolation, that is, fuch lying vanities as bring detolation, and noe: 
confolation : as hale hell at the heeles of them, (as we fee in the parable of that 
wretched rich man Lak. 16. ) Aninsam ipfam incendio Echenne.mancipant, the fire 


confolationem. thatis in them ftall feed upon their foules, and flefh thoroughout all ‘eternity. 


Aug. Epift. 
221. ad 
Probam. 


Out of dores therefore with thele trea/ures of wickedneffe, by reltoring them.to the 
rightowners, as Zachens did ; and as 7uftiniax the Emperour, who would not: 
put the veffels of the Temple taken by Zits, and recovered from Genfericns, into 
the treafury, but reftored them. . 
and the fcant meafure that is abominable? J Heb: the Ephah of leaxeneffe, 


Modius maci- ( (0 called, both becaufe it wante of its due proportion, and makes men leane ) full 


lentus, 


Exod 34.7. 
Tob. 8. 


of wrath: q..d. you {cant it to thofe you trade with, but God fills it up with his 
fierce wrath and indignation. See Am. 8. 5. with the Note. i 

Ferfe tr. Shall I count them pure with the Wicked balances] Shall I cleare and 
acquit fuch ? J thatamthe righteous Judge of heaven and earth, I abhorr.all 
injuftice ? J that have named my felfa God that will by no meanes cleare che 
guilty, nor take the wicked by the hand ? “Doe they think to draw meinas a pare. 
ty? or that I will beare with their falfe and fraudulent dealings, which Ihave fo 
oftdeclared againft, and doomed both. in che law, and by my fervants Solomon, 
Amos, and others. No: affare your felves, your fins fhall find you ont, andI 
will curfe you, fmite you, plague you, and fo fet it on, as no creature fhall be 
able to take it off. Let earthly Judges warp, as they will, and wink at fin, I nei- 
ther cannor will: butas men have fowed,fo they dhall reape; as they have fow- 


_ ed in hardneffe of heart, fo they fhall reape in: horrour of confcience, & quorum 


1 eculos culpa claufit, pena aperiet, as they have lived unconfcionably, fo they thall 
dic uncomfortably : at which times, their treafures of wickedneffe fhall leave them 
inthe lurch: as the devill leaves witches,’ when they come to prifon. ` £ 

Verfe 12. For the rich mex thereof ig br of violence] After that they have once 
enriched themfelves by fraud and falfe- dealing, they take the boldneffe openly to 
oppreffe, andto exercife regiment without tighteoufneffe, which is no better 
then robbery withauthority: of which before chap. 2. and 3. Thus wicked 
men wax Worfe and worfe 2 Tim, 3..13: till wrath come upon them to the utmoft 
2 Thef. 2. 

ba fs inhabitants thereof have fpoken lies] Not the rich men only are in fault + 
but as the Cretians, fo thefeare alwayes liars, {oud and lewd liars : their tongue is 
deceitful in their month ; fo chat they no fooner open their mouthes, but fwarmes 
of lies iffue out : they are mendacierum loquacifimi, they have taught theit 


tongues to fpcak lies Jer. 9. 5. they are now become artifts at it: Yea they 


take faft held of deceit Ier, 8. 5. forhat they cannot be got off, without ftriving. 
This is lamentable, and yet common : efpecially in trading and traffiquing. But 


oh when fhall that golden age return, that the argument may agairie proceed, - 
Sacerdos eft, non fallet: Chriftianns eft, nom mentietuř, He is aminifter, and - 


will not deceive you: Heisa Chriftian, and will not lie 1 Sce Efe. 63. 8. 

Verfe 13. Therefore alfo will 1 make thee fick in fmiting thee) This is one twig 
of that rod Ferf, 9. that now they thall beare and feel too, that would not harken 
to Gods word, Bersard telleth us concerning a brother, of his; chat when he 
gave him many good inftru@ions and he, being afouldier, minded them not: he 
put his finger to his fides and faid, One day a fpeare fhall make way to this heart of 
thine, for iafttu@ions andadmonitions,to enter. God can (and, where he inten- 
deth mercy will )make Way for his his word by his rod: and feale up inftructions 
by chaftening men with paine upon their beds, and thè multitude of their bones with 
Strong paine Tob 33. 16, 19. ‘He canfaften them to their’ beds, ashe did Abime- 
lech, David, Hexekiab, and’ thereby tarne them, ahd take them a link lower Job 
33. 17. He can {mite them with fickneffe, and make. them defolare. as itis here : 
with fuch fickneffe as (hall make their beft friends afraid of them, ‘and chat none 
dare look at them, but as through a grate > and all this With a {ting too in the raile 
OF it, Becanfe of thy fins, Fooles, becanfe of their tranfgreffion, and becaufe of 
sheir sniquities are afflifled. T heir foule abborreth all nsanner of mente ( fo fick they 

ar 
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are and ftomackeleffe, that nothing will down with them Jand they draw neareto 
rhe gates of death Pal. 107.17, 18. This was the cafe of that rich and wretched 
Curdinall Henry Beauford Bith: of Wirehefter and Chancellour of England, in the 
saigne of Herry 6. who toffing upon his fick-bed, ‘and perceiving : he muft dic, 
mormured at fickneffe and death,. that his riches conid ‘heither relieve him under 
the one, nor reprieve him from the other.. This was alfo'the cafe’of that great 
Empsrour Charles 5. of whom Da-pleffy reporteth; that when he was oldand 
crazy, he curfed hishonours, his victories, trophies, riches, faying;: Abite hinc, 
abite lenge, Away, be gone, mifcrable comforters are yeall. Mention is made 
before of a great man that wrotthis a little before his death, Spes & fortuna Valete. 
And furely there are nota few rich Cormorants, who may well fay to their wealth 
when they are fick, as Cornelius Agrippa did to his familiar fpirit, Abi perdita 
beftia, que me predidifti, Be gone thou wicked beaft, that Haft been mine undoing. 
&c. A promife contrary to this threatening inthe textis that E/ai 3 3- 24. And the 
inhabitant foall not fay Lam fick: the people that dwell therein, Pall be forgiven their 
iniguity. . . 

pA 14. Thon fhalt eat, but not be fatisfied} Either as not having enough to 
fatisty ; but prifouers pittance, fo much only as will keep lifeand foule together : 
Or elfe, troubled with a balimy, an appetitus canins, a weakencfie of the dif 
geltive faculty, fo that thy meate feeds theenot: the ftafte of it being alfo bro- 
ken by God, the nutritive property ofie being taken away. See the Note on 
Hag. 1. 6. ; : ae , 

and thy cafting down foall be in the middeft of thee} Thou fhalt be laid low enough 
by civill and inteftine difcords, which as a fire feedeth pon the people Ef. 9. 19. n0 
man fhall {pare his brother. Or, like s an hungry man [natcheth onthe ri ight hand, 
and eateth on the left hand, and yet is not fatisfied ver. 20, till thine unnaturall con- 
vulfions end in a deadly confumption. 

and thom foals take hold, but fhalt not deliver) Thou fhalt catch up thy chil- 
dren, thy jewels &c. and think to fecure them from theenemy, but fhalt not he 
able, Of this mifery we had over-wofull experience in our late nnnatarall gar- 
boiles. l . 3 

and that which thos deliverefts will I give up tothe fword | Other ‘judgements 
forerun thefivord: which, when they will not do, che{word will then contemne 
therod Ezek, 21. 10 that is, it will fer ac naught whatever the rod hath done, and 
come fir:bifhzd and tharpened for the flaughcer. 
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fal. 925. 


Verfe 15. Thon fhalt fow but thew fhalt not reape] This had been long fince threa- 


tened by Mofes Dent. 28. 38,39 40. and was now above 700. yeares after 
to receive its accomplifhment in this people. There isan infallibilicy in all the 
menaces of Gods mouth. Men are apt to think that they were uttered ‘iz terrorem 
only ;_ and to put them off, as thofe in the Gofpel did, with a God forbid, whe 
KnoWes if the Lord will deale with us according to all his Wondrous workes, that this 
evil may paffe fromus Ter.2.t.2? But what faith the Prophet Zephany? The juft Lord 
zs in the middeft thereof : he will not do iniquity s every morning doth be bring higndges 
ment to light ; be faileth not :. but the unjuft knoweth no foame : fin hath woaded fuch 
an impudency in his face, that he fhuns no fin, dreads no dangere 7 

Verft 16. For the ftatutes of Omri are kept) Subeft vrbis hifce farcafmsns. Here. 
the Prophet taunteth them for their Idolatry : and telicth them plaincly what 
will be the iffc of it. q. d. You think you deale 'wifely and take a'fafé courte for 
your felves, that together with Ephraim you are joyned to idols; and havé fuch great 


Zeph, 3.5. 


names as Omri and Ahab to countenance you therein.’ Owr? ftatutes cari be obfer- -` 


ved, when minc lie neglected. ” . 
Hec tibi pro vili, fub pedibufque jacent. 


The workes of the boufe of Ahab that Non-fuch canbe imitated, and‘ their counfels 
embraced, when my work liesundone, aad my counifell is rejected Lek. 7. 30. 
Ful wel ye reje the commandement of Ged ( being ingrati gratia Dei as Ambrofe, 
{peaketh ) that ye may keep your own tradition Mar. 7:9. And donot the Papifts 


even the very fame at this day. The Popes Canons are kept exaétly, and all the, 


rites 


Ovid 


arčs Sana 
bend. 


pores Beit Se 
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a A 
rites of the Church of Rome: they walkinthetrack of the Trent-conventicle, 
and hold it worfe to deface an Idoll, then tokillaman: toeate flefh or egges on 
a fafting day, then tocommitinceft: to work onaholy day, then tobreakthe 
fabbath. Ther’s no command of the morall law but they can difpenfe withie: but 
none of their ceremonial Pua Let God (fay they, profanely ) look to the breach 
fhis ownlaw ; we will look to ours. SR 
i that I foould make thee a defelatios| Luther here oblerveth, that oppreffion and 
other violations of the fecond table, God ufually punifheth with war, famine, and 
peftilence: but breaches of the firft rable, and efpecially idolatry, with utter defo- 
lation. This is aland-deftroying fin Ier, 22.7, 839. 
therefore ye foal beare the reproach of my people} that is, offuch as hadbeen my 
people, if you could have held you fo; but you are now, loammi, difpriviledged. 
Or, that which I threatened in the law long fince to bring upon you, if ye carried 
not your felvesas my people; or that which you deferved for having profaned 
the name and title of being my people Ezek. 36. 20, 23. Rom. 2. 24. with 


Luk, 12. 47. 


Verfet. Oc is me, forlam as when they have gathered the fummerFfruits| 

Y Allai li Alafle forme. This laft fermon of his, the Prophet be- 
gins with a patheticall quiritation : bewailing his own unhappinefte in the little 
good fuccefle of his minittery. A4irifice antem noftris temporibus hic fermo convenit, 
faith Gualther : This difcourie fuites well with thefetimes; wherein we may juftly 
cry out with the Prophet Efay, Whe bath belecved our report? And againe, O my 
leaneneffe, my leaneneffe ! woe ss me, for there ss only as the haking. of an olive-tree, 
and as the gleaning grapes When the vintage ts done Efai, 24. 13, 16. Thoughhe 
had worne himfelt to a very /celeton in the Lords work; yet had he laboured in 
vaine, Ifrael was not gathered chap. 49. 4, 5+ and hence his wofull complaint. 
The hike we read of Elias 1 King. 19. 10. where he bitterly bewailes his alone- 
nefle: So did A:banafius in his age, and Bafil in his, Fafciculus temsporum Anno, 
884. crys out, for the paucity of good people, Hex, hen, Domine Ders, Alafie, Lord, 
how few appeatc to be on thy fide. 


Cuap.7, 


CHAP. VIL 


Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaflo. 


And Gualther complaines, that the Anabaptifts in Germany urged this asa chief ar- 
gument to draw people from communion with our churches, that. there was fo 
little good done by preaching, and fo few foules converted. Hence fome mini- 
fters defpond, and are ready to kick up all. Larimer tells of onc who gave this 
anfwer why heleft off preaching, becanfe he faw he did no good. This, faith 
Latimer, is a naughty, avery naughty an{wer. A grief iewillbe, and fit it fhould 
be: piety to God and pitty to men calls for ir, Chrift wept over Ierufalem: 
Panl had great heavineffe and continuall forrow in his heart (not inferiour to that 
ofa woman in travel ) for his contumacious countreymen: neither could he {peak 
of thofe lewd lofels at Philipps with dry eyes Philip 3. 18. Butan utter difcou- 
ragement it fhould not be, fith our reward is with God howfocver Efay 49. . 5. 
and perhapsalarger, becaufe we have wrought with fo little encouragement; we 


Hof, 10. 91.) have plowed when others have only trodout thecorn : they trod and fed toge- 


Karel xorrov 


ther, when as thofe that plow have no refrefhing till the work be done. Certaine 
ir is that God will reward his faithfull {ervants fecundum laborem, non fecundum 


i x3! xagmòv. proventum, according to their paines taken in the miniftery, and not according to 


their peoples profiting. f : 
There is no clufter to eate) None to fpeak of : Meagan there is great ftore = 
- wild-grapes nota few: grapes of Sodom, clufters of Gomorrah : But for good 


grapes, pleafant fruit, godly people, rhere isa wondrous fcarcity of fuch. Die- 
, genes lighted a candle at noon-day to look for a man : the Hoff of Nola went to the 


graves to call for the good men of the town. Tully faith, that if there be one good 


Cuar.7. | | the Prophecie of Micah. 


- Poetinanage, itis well. . Chrift- wondred at one good Nathaniel, and tells us in 


~ 


the fame chapter, that they are but few that receive hin, and with him che adop- 
tion offons Ish. 1. 12. Claffers we muft not look for : -butsif there be found two 
or three berries in the top of the uppermoft bough: four'or five inthe ontysoft fruitfull 
branches, it's well. Sufficit mihi auditor. unns, fufficit nullus, Paul when he 
came firft to Philippi had a poore audience ; only afewewomen s46. 16. 13. and 


. one convert: neither had he much better fucceffé at Athens 3 and no Church conld 


be planted there 4é. 17. . Eak 
my fonle defired the firft ripe frustes]. pracocens fratisw, the rath-ripe fruit, asa 
great dainty, a precious rarity. We highly prize nettle-buds, when they firk 
bud: {o doth God our young fervices. * Ier. 1..11. he made choice of the 
almond tree becanfe itbloflometh firk: fo of Teremy from his infancy. He called 
for firlt-fruites of trees, and of the earth, in the theafe,in the threfhing-Aloore, in 
the dough, in theloaves. He would have earesof corne, dricd by the fire; and 
wheat beaten out of the green eares Lev. 2. 14. He wonld have the primirofe of 
our child-hood. There were three forts of firft-fruites + 1. Of eares of corne 
offered about the Pafleover. 2. Ofthe loves, offered about Pentécoft. 3. About 
the end of the yeare, in Autumne. Now ofthe two firt God had a part, not of 
thelaft. Helikes not ofthofe Arboris antummales Jade 13. that bidatlater end 
of harveft. Converfion ( as Divines obferve ) ufually falleth out between eighteen 
{ yearesofage, andeight andtwenty: Befides e4brahams in the old Teftamient, and 
Nicedemus in the New, we have not many inftances of men ‘converted in oldage. 
When people grow croked and rooted in evill practifes, they are hardly ever fet 
ftraightagaine. Remember therefore thy Creator in the dages of thy youth: his foule 
delighteth in the firft ripe frites. Remember that fefus Chrif fhed his blood for 


. thee, when he was but 8. dayes old:and took thee into his family by baptifme,when 


thou didft hang on thy mothers breft. © l 

Verfez. The good man is perifoed ont of the earth] Heb: The Saint, or graci~ 
ous man, that out of mercy obtained of God, can extend mercy. tomen. Rari 
quippe beni. OF fuch it may be faid; as One doth of faithfultfriends in this age, 
that they are all (for moft part) gone’ on pilgrimage : and their return is: uh- 
certaine. F 

and there ss none mpright among men| None (to {peak of ) that maketh f{traight 
pathes for his feet Heb. 12. 13. that foots it arights. according to.the truth of 


by line and by rale Eph. $. 15. and that halts not between two opinions, as thofe 

Afraclites ; but is right in his judgement, and undefiled in his way P/a/. 119, 1. 
rather defiring tobe good, then to feem to be fo: few fuch tobe found rely : 
black {wans you may'countandcallthem. , © e, i l 


Sed nec Bratus erst, Bruti nec avmaculns afquam. 


- They all lie in wait for bloed) A company of fanguinaries, blood-fuckers; lun- 
ting for the precious lives of men; but efpecially of fuchas reprove them in the 
gate. Ifyou touch themin their lufts, they will {eek to touch you in your life, 
as loaf did Zachary, and as the Pricfts and people faid of Jeremy This,neaz is woy- 
Hed ihe All malice is bloody , and wifheth him out of the world, whomit 

iceth. - 6 
i they bunt every man his brother With a net) They add fratid to their forcesand: 
craft to their cruelty : thefe feldome goe fundered ; as fome' write of theafp,’ he 
never wanders alone without his companion with him ; and as thefcripture {peakes 
of thofe bisds of prey and defolation, nene of them: hall Want their mate. Efa, 34: 
16.. The matter is made the worfe, becaufe it is a%rother whom they hunt ; 
whether he be fo.by race, place, or grace, a brother fhould be better dealt with. 

Verfe 3. That they may do evill witb both hands earneftly| Heb :; for good and 


all, of, for adoe: that-they may {peak and do evilt as they can Ter. 3. 5. and 


feek'to ont-fin one another ; like unbappy boyes that ftrive who flialk go furtheft 
in the dirt. - Nolust folita peccare, faith Seneca: Et pudet non effe impudentes; faith 
Auftin, Lwcher peftifieth ofthe Monkes in Germany, that they were fo sari § 

; widd; 
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wicked, st nihil cogitent quod non idem patrare anfint, that they could nor devifethat 


wickednefle, which they dorft not do. o 
- The Prince asketh*} A beggerly pra&tife for a Prince, but fo bafe they were 
“grown, and fo greedy of filthy lucre. The Prince asketb, and, by asking onely,com- 


pelleth : for who dare dehy him ? If fome Naborh do, he fhall die forit. There is 


a memorable {tory of a poor,man in Spaiz,to whom when the Lords Inquifitours fent 
for fome of his pears, which.they had caft their eye-upon ; he for fear of offending 
brought them his pears, tree and all by the roots. 

and the Judge asketh fora reward| Heb. The Judge for areward, fe. will gra- 


tifie that fordidum Pofcinamminm, the Prince: who when he giveth him his Com- — 


miflions hinteth to him haply, as Nere did to his publike Officers, Seis quid nobis 
opus eft. Thou knoweft-what I want, and muft have: fee rhen that thou help me to 
ite Such trading there was likewife betwixt our Rich. 2. and Judge Belknap with 
his fellows. To this purpofe, the Chaldee paraphraft here: The Prince, faith He, 
requireth fupplies of the Judge, and this befpeakethhim, Fac pro me, G retribuans 
tibs; Negotiate for me, and I will be thy pay-matfter ; favour me, help mee at my 
need, and I will requite thy curtefie, whenfoever . thou wilt. Thus mali mutua 
f{cabuat, one hand claws another : and betwixt -the oppreflive Prince, and uncon- 
fcionable Judge, the law # flacked, and judgement doth never £0 forth: for the 
wicked dath compalfe about the righteous: therefore Wrong judgement proceedeth, 
Hab.1.4. : 

and the great man, hee uttereth his mifchievous defire| Heb. he fpeaketh out the 
corruption of his foul. He doth it. Empbaticum eff pronomen Ipfe, faith Calvins. 


- This fame He hath a fpeciall Emphafis in it, q. 4. This impudent man being now 


paft all grace ( for Idum ego perirffe dico, cui perit pador ) boafteth of his villany: 
and thinks to bear it out bravely, becaufe it is facinss majores abolie, the fa of 2 
great One: But who is this He, this great man in the Text, that dares thus obtrude; 
and juftifie to the world his moft malapert mifdemeanour ? The rich Client, faith 
Calvin, that hath his money to plead for him: for in fuits both of love and of 
Jaw, money ( moftly ) maketh maftery: and Angels trouble the current of jnftice 
(faith One ) at certain feafons. Others underftand it of Counfellours, Pleaders, 
Advocates, Sollicitours, and other Officers of Juftice : who when as they ought to 
reprove the iniquity of the Judges, do rather help it forward, by juftifying the 
wicked for a reward, and taking away the righteon{neffe of the righteous from bims, 


Bfay 5.20. by making the law a nofe of wax, and by quirks and devices, varnifhing 


falfhood and wrong-dealing. - 
So they wrap it np. | Contorcuplicane: they wreath their wrong-dealings together, 
as a rope twiftedof many threeds, till their iniquity be found tobe batefull still 
there wanteth but a» hurdle, an-horfe, and a halter (as Belknap faid of himfelf) 
to dothem right. They make a league together, they joyn and ftrengehen their 
evil counfels, and frauds, &c, fo Mr. Diodate. Thefe men agree among themfelves, 
and con{pire with one confent to do evil: “fo the Genevifts, : 
Verfe 4. The beft of them zs as a brier] which a man cannot handle without hurt. 
See 2 Sam, 23.6. P/al. $5.21. and 58. 10. Ezek .2.6. Mar, 7. 16. and 13,7,22. 
fo, you cannot deal with them without danger: guilt, or grief you fhall be fure of. 
Lot felt it fo at Sodom, 2 Pet.2: 7,8. and fo did tho.e that fet up that bramble A- 
bimelech, for their king, Padg. 9. RINGI $ 
` e The moft upright ss foarper then athorn-hedge™| Ut ibi inveniatar dolor, ubi fpe- 
rabatur auxilium, faith Hierom here: fo that aman fhall have grief, where he ho- 
ped'for help and fuccour: as a man that taking hold of a thorn-hedge to get over, 


hath his fingers prickt by it, and is glad to let go: Or,as a fheep, that flying to the © 


r bufh for detence in weather, lofeth part of her fleece. Now if the befe, and moft 
upright among them were nò better : what can be imagined of.the many ? and what 
becter can be hoped for by us ( for one. e ge is not more dike another, -tben chefe 
times are thofe here defcribed: it isbut Ais fame fable ated over again,onely every 


thing is now worfe then ever) then a day of vifitation, a time of perplexity, asit, 

followeth here? For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they bee 

drunken as drunkards, they thall be devoured as ftubble fully dry, Nah. 1, 10. as 

fear thorns under the por, Ecclef 7. 6. I will £o thorow shefe briers, faith Gond 
: ; . wi 


` hath fet his limbsin aman that is thus unnat 


are a pes ae es NERE E a 
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will burn thems tegerher, Elay 27.4. they thall be utterly burnt with firein the fame 
place, 2 Sam. 23.7. that is, tg bell, as fome interpret ir. - 
The day of thy watch-men, and thy uifitation cometh] Where finne is in the 

| faddle, punifhment will be upon the crupper. God will havea vifitation-day : and 
that for his Watch-men; Prophets , and Governours > aswell as for the common 
fort. Thy viftation cometh, Thou fhalt fhare in punifhment with them, as thou hatt 
dont in finne: neither fhall it hép thee tofay, Our Watch-men were in fatile: for 


God will vifit you all: and his Vification-Articles will bee very ftri& and cri- 
ticall. E l 
Now fhail be their perplexity] They-fhall be fo intricated,and intangled ; foen- 
{nared and enfnarled, as that they fhal! not know which way to turn them. They 
fhall bein as great a diftreffe as Ifrael was at the red-fea, Exod. 14. 3. or asthe 
Jews at Shafoan were; whenthe decree was gone out for their utter deftruction, 
Efth.3. 15. oras Manaffeb was, when taken by the Affyrians among the thorns, he 
was bound with fetters, and carried to Babylon, 2 Chron. 33-11. 
Verfe. 5. Traft ye not ina friend Friends ( faid Socrates ) thereis no friend: i 
Anda friend isa changeable creature, faith Another : all in changeable colours as CdSov vys- 
the Peacock, as often changed as moved. Befides, many friends are not more velana 
ı fickle then falfe, like deep ponds, cleer at the top, and all muddy at the bottome. 
Fide ergo: fedcui-vide. Try before you traft: and when you have tried your ut- 
moft, truft not over-farre, left you cry out at length, as Queen Elizabeth did, fn 
truf I have found treafon: or as Julius Cefar, when ftabbd by Brutus among 
others, What thou my fonne Brutas? He was flain in the Senate-houfe, with 23. 
ı wounds, given (moft part) by them whofe lives he had preferved. ae 
Put ye not confidence ina guide| Potenti & pollenti-confilio ch auxilio. Be he  Tarneu. 
never {o potent, or politick, beyond choufand others, as the word importeth : and 
as the people faid to David, But now thon art worth ten thoxfand of us, 2 Sam. 18.3. 
thou art the light of Ifrael, chou art the breath of our rioftrils: fo that if thou mif- 
cary, we fhall all breath out our laft. All. which notwithfanding, Princes are not 
tobe tmfted, Pfal. 62. 7. and 118. 8,9. and 146. 3. for either they may die, or 
their affections may die; all their golden thoughts may perih. Great mens words, 
faith One, -are like dead mens fhooes: hee inay go bare=foot that waitech for 
them. ` , 
Keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bofan] from thy wife, 
thine dwrzs, called the wife of thy bofowe, becaufe fhe fhould be as dear unto thee 
asthe heart inthy bofom. Be not too open-hearted to her, left fhe teHlall, as Sans- bia ob! 
pfons wife: oras Fulvia in Saluff, who declared all the fecrets of Cneins, anoble In bell, Casi 
Roman, her foolifhy lover. A fool telleth all, faith Solomon, Prov. 29.11. he is as ‘nar. 
little able to keep, as to give counfel. He is full of chinks, and leaks every way : the 
doors of his mouth are feldgme kept fhut: you may know him by his gaping : 
fools are called by Ariftophanes, and Lucian, Ksqvorss, Gapers. But a wile man 
r keepeth it intill afterwards, Prov. 29. 11, Tacitus he holds to be the bef Hiftorian: 
and keeps his mouth with a bridle as David did, P/al. 39. and asthe Poets fain of 
Pega(us, that he had a golden bridle put upon him by Minerva, their goddeffe of 
Wifdome. God -and Nature have taught us-by the fite of the congue in a mans 
mouth to take heed toit, and to keep the doors of it: and when all’s done, to pray 
God to keep that door, Pfal.141.3. The tongue is ever is #do, in a moifture: but 
yet tied by the roots, that ir may not ftirre out of place; It is alfo guarded with a. 
Percuilis of teeth, and atwo-leaved gate of lips; which we mutt carefully keep, and 
hold that for an Oracle,’ 


Si fapis, arcano vinarecende cado, 


Verfe6. For the fonne difoonoureth the father] Or, revileth the father, be-Nabals Menabbet 
him, beknaves him ( of Nabal comes Nebulo ) turpitudine afficit befpatles him, 
vilifiethhim. This is monftrous wickednefle, Mal. 1.6. and a fure figne the devil 

A i ; urall, fierce, trairerous, heady, high- 
minded: which yet is foretold of thefe dregs of times, thefe lat and worit dayes, 
both by our Saviour, Mat. 10. 2 1, 33,36. and likewife by Se. Panl,’ Tins. 3.3,4.., 

Such 


et 


384, 


Full holy State 
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Speed, 


Cominaus. 
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Such a fonne wasHe, who when his father complained, that never father had fo 
undutifull a child ashe had : Yes, faid his fonne, ( with leffe grace then wit ) my 


grandfather bad. Sucha fonne was Ham, and Abfalom, and Amida, fon of Mw- 


leaffes King of Tunes, who caft his father out of his Kingdom, and put ont his eyes: 
and Henry, eldeft fonne to our Hearyz. who rebelled againft his father, and died 
before him of a fever, and a flux, with excoriatiacion of the bowels: And laftly, 
Adolphus Egmdndanns, who imprifoned his own father fix yeers, for no éther 
caufe but for living fo long; and keeping him from the Dukedome of Gelder-\ 
land. a 

The daughter rifeth np againft her ber mother | As Mr. Fox mentioneth, fomethat 
witneffed againft their own parents here in Q, Maries dayes : and were a means of 
their Martyrdome. f i l 

A mans enemies are the men of his own hoxfe| ` See Mat. 10.36. with the Note, 
and take our Saviours counfel there ; Be ye wife as ferpents, innocentas doves: but 


beware of men, yeaof the men of your ownhoufc. 


Fide Deo foli : mortali fidito nalli : . 
Falluat mortales : fallere Jova nequir. 


Verfe 7. Therefore will I look, nntothe Lord] Therefore : inafmuch as there is no 
faith nor fair-dealing amongft men, I will look #nto the Lord ; look wifbly and in- 
tently, as a watch-man in his watch-tower doth look as farre as ever he can fee on’ 
every fide. I alfo will lift up mine eyes unto thofe hills of heaven, from whence 
cometh my help, P/al. 121.1. Iwill. pray and look, ap, Pfal.5.3. I will keep clofe 


. communion with the Lord, and by faith commit the keeping of my foul co him in 
` well-doing, as unto a faithfull Creatour, 1 Pet. 4.19. This I will do: and yet more 


Rev.13.10, 
& 14,12. 
Pial. 119, 


Gen.49. 


Joh.13.7. 


Luth in Gal.. 


"Idata 
ea. 


Jer.30,19. 


then this. . 

I will wait for the God of my falvation| If he tarry, I will waic for him: be- 
caufe he will furely come, he will not tarry, Hab. 2. 3. Thisisthe voice of faith: 
and here is the faith and patience of the Saints. God fometimes lies off and ftayes 
long ; even till our eyes even fail with looking for his falvation; and all to try 
what we willdo: as Samyel tried Sax/, who becaule he ftayed not out his juft time, 
loft his kingdom. David waited for for the kingdom ; andghad it not, till he had 


. learned to quiet and behave himfelf asa child weaned of his mother, Pfal. 131.2 


Thofe in Ejther waited for deliverance: and had it nor, till almoft. forfaken of their 
hopes. I bave waited for thy falvation, O Lord, faith dying Jacob : and J will wait 
for the God of my falvation, faith our Prophet here, for a prefident to all the good 
fouls of his time. Let us but confider our diffance from God in worth and degree; 
together with our dependance upon him, our undone condition without him, how 
long he waited for us, how he hath hitherto helped, us, as 1 Sams. 7.12. andnow 
feems to fay untous, ashe did once to Peter, What I do, thou knowefè not now, but 
thon fhalt know hereafter; and we fhall be content to wait, as here, and to fa n 
My God will hear me] According to my faith, and his own faithfulneffe. The 
whole force of faith confifteth in this, faith Luther, Ue quis bent applicet prono- y 
mina, thata man will apply pronounes: that he can fiducially fay,.AZy God : and, 
will hear me. Were it not for this word of poffeffion mine, the devil might fay the 
Creed toas good purpofe aswe. He beleeveth there is a God, and a Chrif, and 
fuch a Chrift, asis there defcribed: but that which torments him is, he can fay my, 
to never an Article of the Faith. Time was, when Chrift heard the devil begging 
that he might enter into the fwine: but he could not fay, 4y God bath beard me. 
Let us fecure our intereft in God: let us individuate Chrift, and appropriate him to 
our feives, by a particular faith, and then all fhall be well with us. , 
Verfe 8. Rejoyce not againft me, O mine enemy | Here’s che triumph of faith, in 
the fail of eutward comforts, in the middeft of the worlds infulcations and irrifions. 
Ne leteris deme, O daughter of Babylon that art co be deftroyed, thou that art 
vilirix gentium; captiva vitiorum (as Auftin faid of Rome in her pride ) thou that 
for prefent carrieft the ball upon the foot, and none cancome neer thee: Rejoyce not 
agamft me, as forlorn and hopeleffe: fay not, Thss is Zion the ontcaft, whom no man 


Secketh after, For affure thy felf, The right hand of the Lord will change all hi 
` ebe 


Cuar. 7. the Prophecie of Micah. 
~O Fiebile principium melior fortuna fequetur. 


- Whenl fal, Ifall arife) Becaufe fall I never fo low, Icannot. fall below the 
fupporting hand of God, which will help me up againe P/a. 37. 24, The wick- 
ed fall and neverrife 4m. 8. 14, they fhail drink of the cup of Gods wrath, and 
be drunken, and fpue, and fall, and rife no more Per. 25. 27. their carcafles fhall 
fall as dung upon the open field, and as the handfull after the harveft-man, and 
none fhall gather them Fer. 9, 22. Thisis fearfall.. If Haman fall before Morden 
‘cai the Jew, he hall not eafily Rop, or ftep back. Eb. 6. 1 3- AJew may fall 
beforea Perfian and get up and prevaile, But if a Perfian or other perfecuror’ 
begin to fall before a Jew, hecan neither flay, nor rife. There is an invifible 
hand of Omnipotency that {trikes in for his own, and confounds their oppofites. 


when I fit in darkueffe, the Lord fhall be a light unto me| He can lighten the grea i 


teft darkneffe : as he did the dungeons to the Martyis. From the deleitable Or- 
chard of the Leonine dungeon: fo Algerias an Italian Mattyr dated his heavenly 
Epiftle. Zam now in the Bifhopof Londons Cole-houfe ( faith Mr. Philpot Ja 
dark and ugly prifon as any is about London : but my dark body of fin hath well 
deferved the fame: and the Lord now hath brought me into outer darkneffe, that 
I might be the more lightned by him: as he is moft prefent with his children in 
the middeft of darkneffe. And in his letter tothe Lady Wane, Ithank the Lord, 
faith He, Iam not alone, but have fix other faithfull companions, who in our 
darkueffe do cheerfully: fing hymnes and praifes to God for his great goodneffe. 
Weare fo joyfull, that I wilh you part of my joy &c. The pofy of the city of 
Geneva {tamped round about their mony was formerly out of lob, Poff tenebras pero 
Incem, After darkneffe 1 look forlight. But, the Reformation once fettled among ft 
them, they changed it into Poft tenebras Lux, Light after darkneffe. Like asthe 
Saxon Princes, before they became Chriftians, gave for their armes a black horfe ; 
but Seing once baptized, a white. * i 
- Verfeg. Iwill beare the Indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have finned againft 
him) The Church had finned, and God was angry with her. So Zech. x. 12. 
Efay 57. 17. W hat meane then the Aztinomians to tell us that God is never an- 
gry with his people, for their foule and flagitious pratifes, no not witha fatherly 
anger?nor chaftifech them for the fame, no nor; fo much as witha fatherly chaftize 
ment? Isnotthis! contra Solens mingere? Godlineffe is on target againft aliction. 
Blind. Nature fawthis. 
~ nec te tua plurima, Penthen, 
Labentem texit pietas 


Onely it helpes to patient the heart under affi&tion by confidering 1. That it és the 
Lord. 2» That, aman fuffers for his fin; as the penitent theef alto confefled Luk. 
23. 41. 3. Thattherod of the wicked fhall not lie long upon the lot of the righre- 
rous, 72 mxe@y axe}, Say we then, every one with David, I know that thy judge- 
ments are right, and thou haft afi&ed me juftly, P/a/. 119, 75. yeain very 
faithfulneffe haft trhoudoneit, that thou mightcft be true ro my foule. “And with 
that Noble Du-plefj, who when he had loft his onely fon, a gentleman of great 
hopes ( which was the breaking of his mothers heart) quieted himfelf with thelé 
words of David, Iwas filent and faid no word ,becanfe thou Lord diddeff it. See 
my Love-tokens pag. 145 .146. Gc. It fhall be our wisdome in affli@ion to look 
to God, and to reflect upon our fins, taking his part again{t our {elves : asa Phyfi- 
cian obferves which way nature workes, and helpes it. A 
until be plead my canft) Asa faithfull Patron, and powerfull Avenger: for 
thoughit be juft in God that Ifaffer, yet itis unjuft in mine enemies, who thall 
fhortly be foundly paid for their infolencies, and cruelrics. $ 
he Will bring me forth to the light| He will difcloud thete gloomy dayes, and i» his 
light I fall fee light, . Er 
Thall behold his righteonfneffe] thatis, his faithfulneffe in fulfilling his Promife 
of deliverance in due time, Meane-while I will live upon-reverfions, live by faith 


‘and think to make a good living of it too. All the wayes of God to his people are 
` mercy and truth Pfa 25. 10. thisis a foul-fatisfying place of {cripture indeed. Ali 
Kk i : 
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the paflages of his providence to them, are not onely mercy but truth and righteouf- 
neffe: they come to them ina way of a promife: and by vertue of the Covenant, 
wherein God hath made himfelf a voluntary debter to them, 1 fob. 1.9.” 

Verfe 10. Then foe that is mine enemy fhall fee it &c. | Not onely fhall ] behold 
his righteovfneffe (asbefore) but mine enemy fhåll fee it, and feelit too, to her {mall 
comfort. They fhall fee it wlien ’tis too late to remedy it: as they fay, the Mole ` 
never opens her eyes, till pangs of death are upon her. 

And foame fhall cover her, |when the hall fee chat thou haft fewed mea token 
for good ; that thou haft holpen me, and comforted me, Pal. 86. 17. oe 

which [aid unto me, Where is the Lord thy God.? | So laying her religion in her 
difh, whereby God became interefted in her caufe, and concerned in point of honor. 
to appear for her. The Chirch is no leffe -beholden to hér enemies infolencies for 
help, then to her own devotions : for God will right himfelf, and her together. See 
joel. 2,17. with the Note. ., : : 

Mine eyes feall behold her | and feed upon her mifery, nog as mine enemy, but as 
Gods : nor out of private revenge, but out of zeal for his glory. 

Now foull foe be trodden down, as the myre of the fireets | Erit infra omnes infimos: 
fhe fhall be as meanasmaybe. Nineveh that great city, is now a little town of 
fmall trade; Babylon is nothing elfe but a fepulture of her felf. Thofe four Monar- 
chies chat fo heavily oppreffed the Church, are now laid in the duft, and live b 
fame onely: fofhall the Romifh Hierarchie, and Turkifh Empire. All Chrifts 


- enemies fhall fhortly be in that place that is fitreft for chem ; fes under his feet, 


as was before noted: he will dung his Church with the carcaffes of all chofe wilde 
boars, and buls of Bafhan,that have trod it down. : 
Verfe 11. Inthe day that thy walls are tobe built} Inthe type, by Nehemiah, 
chap. 3. who did the work with all hismight: and having a ready heart, made rid- 
_ dance, and good difpatch of it. In the truth, and Ipiritually, when the Gofpel was 
to be preached to every creature, and a Church collected of Jews and Gentiles, The 
Church is in the Canticles faid to be a. gurden eaclofed : fichas hath a wall about 
it, anda wed within it, Cant. 4.12. See the Notethere. God willbe favourable 
in his good pleafure unto Zion, and build the walls of Jerufalem. His fpirit alfo will 
fet up'a ftandard, in his Saints, againft {trong corruptions and temptations: and 
make them more then conquerours, even Triamphers, Efa} 59.19. Rom. 8. 37 
2 Cor, 2. 14. : 

In that day foall the decree be farre removed | That decree of the Babylonians, 
forbidding the building of the Temple and City, thall be reverfed: and thofe fa- 
tutes that were not good, ( given them by Gods permiflion, becaufe they had defpifed , 
his ftatutes, Ezek.. 20. 24,25. ) fhall be annulled, and removed farre away. Some 
read it, In that day fhall the decree go farre abroad, and interpret it, by Pfad.2.7,8.. 
of the doctrine of the Gofpel. ; > 

Ver{e 12. In that day alfo be foall come evento thee from Affjria ] To thee, Teru- 
falem, in the Type, fhall recourfe be had from all parts,as if thou wertthe chief city 
of the world. ( Péiny faith, that in his time fhe was the moft famous of all the cities 
of the Eaft: and Treas himfelf is faid to have wept at the laft deitruction of it by 
his fouldiers, whom he could not reftrain from firing the Temple ) To the zew Fe. 
r#falem,the Church of the New Teftament, in the Autitypes from whence the Gofpel 
was fent out to every creature which ts under heaven, Col.1.23. and whereunto people 
of all forts flowed, and many nations came, Mic. 41,2. with higheft acclamations, 
moft vigorous affections, and utmoft indeavours beftowing themfelves upon the Lord 
Chrift, 4¢t.2.9.&c, Jerufalem, in the Hebrew tongue, is of the dual number ; in re- 
gard of the two parts of the city, the upper and the nether town. Or, (asthe Cba- 
lifts give the reafon) inregard of a twofold Jerufalem, the heavenly and the earthly: 

` and the taking away of the earthly, they fay, was fignitied, by the taking away of 

r the letter jod out of Pernfralajim, 2 Sam. 5.13. But Jerufalem which is above is free, 
firme, and full ; the defolate (once fo) having many more children thea fhe that hath an 
husband, Gal. 4. 26,27. whom the Lord of Holts alfo doth bleffe, faying, (as a Father 
to them all) Bleffed be Egypt my people, and Affyria the work of my bands, and Ifrael 
mine inheritance, Elay 19.23,24,25. ex 

and from the fortreffe, even to the river] i.e. from all bounds and barders 

an 


’ 
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land, yeaofthe world (P/ad. 89. 12. Tabor and Hermon are put for the Eaft and 
Weft parts of the World ) fhall people come in to the New Jerufalem, which hath 
twelve gates: On the Eaft three gates, on the North three Lates, onthe South three 
ates, and on the Weft three gates,Rev.21.12,13. See the Note there. 
Verfe 13. Notwithftanding the land all be defolate | Underftand it, not of the 
land of Caldea, as A lapide doth ; but of Judea, which muft be defolated before the 


coming of Chrift inthe flefh. And this is here foretold. 1. Left the impenitent, 


by mifapplying the former promifes, fhould dream of impunity, ( feculi Letitia eft 
impunita nequitia ) and 2. Left the godly, becaufe of this defolation fhortly to en- 
fue, fhould defpair of che former promifes. 

Becaufe of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings | What their do- 
ings were, and what the fruit thereof, fee Jer. 9. 3, 4, 5, &c. & 12,1 3, 14,15, 16. 
This Prophet couldnot but tell them of both, though hee had fmall thank for his 
love and labour : even as littleas Mofes had of that perverfe people in the wilder- 
neffe. His fervice among the Jews was in fome fenfe like that of Manlius Torquatns 
among the Romans: who gave it over, faying Neither can X bear their manners nor 
they my government. Jeremy once thought to have done fo, chap. 20.9. but might 
not. He lived to fee this prophecy of Micah fulfilled : and was afterwards carried 
down to Egypt by his ungratefull countreymen ; where alfo(for a reward of his 416 


ree 


ı years unceffant pains in the Miniftery as a Prophet ) they ftoned him to death, who Buchole. 


had been a brazen wall to his countrey, eja/que commsedss adangendis natus, anda 
common blefling. 

Verfe 14. Feed thy people with thy rod] Rule them with thy Scepter, or feed 
them with thy peduws pafforale, thy fhepherds-rod, or ftaffe, P/al. 23. 4. This, 
fay fome, is the {peech of God the Father, to God the Son. Or,(as others)of God 
to the Minifters and Paftours, charging them to take heed to his flock, and to feed 
his Church. Butit feemeth rather tobea prayer of the Chriftian Church ( fecing 
the ruine of the Jewifh Synagogue ) that Chrift ( the chief Shepherd ) would do 
all good offices for his poor people, feeding them with bes rod, that is, with his word 
and Spirit, guiding them with his eye, P/ad. 32.8. leading them in the way everlaft- 
ing, Pfal. 139. 24. left, feduced by their own Iufts, or other mens evil lives, they 
thould any way mifcarry. 

the flock of thine heritage] Thofe poor of the flock, Zach.11.7. that hear his 
voice and follow him, John 10. 3,4.5,27. being holy, harmleffe, tratable, fociable, 
patient, profitable as fheep ; which have woo!! for raiment, skin for parchment, fleth 
for meat, guts for mufick, &c. Such thall goin and ont, and find pafture, Joh. 10.9, 
pafture that will breed fife, and life in more abundance, verfe 10. See Pfal. 23. 
1,2,3, &c. Davids Paftorall: where he affureth himfelf, asa fheep of Chrifts he- 
ritage, that hee fhall have all things needfull for life and godlinefe: And fo 
may every poor Chriftian, grounding his faith upon the Covenant » Ezekiel 
34°25; 28. 

Which dwelleth folitarily inthe wood] Sleepeth in the woods, Ezek. 34. 25. 
where they meet with many a brufh, yea many a bruife, verfe 28. where they walk 
in dark and dangerous paths, even in the valley of the fhadew of death, Pfal. 23. 4a 
of the darkeft fide of death, of death in its moft horrid and hideous reprefentations. 
Feed them therefore ; ferice them with chine omnipotent arm, bear them in thy bo- 
fom, feeto their fafety. 

Let them feed in Bafoan avd Gilead] Not bite upon the bare ground,but feed plea- 
fantly, plentifully : feed among the lillies, frequent alfothe foddering places, turn to 
the under-fhepherds, the Minifters, and fo return to the Arch-fhepherd and Bifhop 
of their fouls, following the Lamb wherefoever he goeth ; who will teach them many 
things, and that out of deepeft compaflion, Mar. 6. 34. whowill alfo bew them 
Sreat and mighty things, that they knew not, Jer. 33.3. ifs 

as inthe dayes of old] As thou waft with the Church of the Old Teftament, 
fo be not wanting to that of the New: but feed them according to the integrity of 
thine heart, and guide them by the skilfulne(fe of thine bands, Pfal. 78. 72. Pull 
them out of the Lions mouth, feek them up when loft, tend them, handle them, 
heal them, wafh them, drive them as they can go, beating the lambs in thy bo- 
fome, E/ay 40., Do for them, as thou haft ever done for thy people in former 
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ae 


Aag. Confe. 
lib. 5. cap. 8, 


oe res ce cee $e 
, ages. So we thy people, and theep of thy pafture will give thee thanks for evere 
we will fhew forth thy praife to all generations P/a. 79. 13. 
Verfe15. According tothe dayes of thy comming out ofthe land of E C7pt] Here's 
a prefent and full anfwer to the churches prayer: fo ready is the Lord to fuifi:i the 
defires ot the righteous. It is but Ask aad Have : and they are worthily miiera 
r biç, that will not make themfelves happy by asking. The timm of Chrifts anfiver 
is this: As I led Jofeph like a flock out of Egypt thorough che wilderneft: ; and 
fed them there daily and daintily, with Angels food ( never was Princeto ferved 
in his greateft pomp ) fo will I ew thee marvelous things at Babylon, and bring thee 
thence with a mighty hand Ezek, 20. 34. to make meca glorious Name Efa. 63. 
14.and both thefe deliverances fhall be a moft certaine type of thy ipiricuall redemp= 
tion by Chrif. Loerhus will I do for thee as inthe diyesuf old ver. 14. and 


J 


5. 29. 7. 

Ferfe 16. The nations foall fee and be confounded} Confidering how 1 have de- 
feated and befooled them ; how Ihave made all their might to inclr, and mouider; 
they fhall ftand amazed, and be mae a common table-talk : as Relfpazzar and the 
Babylonians were, when Cyrus (Gods fa yant )fuddainly brake in upon them and 


furprized their city, which they held infuperable: aud as the Heathen Emperours - 


of Rome were, when the Chriftians, under the condud of Com fastine, carsied it 
againft them. 
they foall lay their hand upon their month! Be fuck dum, as if they had feen 


Atedufa’s head: they fhall not be able to contradi&t chic G dpl, ör to hinder the 


progrelle of it. Valens the Arrian Emperou comming upon B: while he was 
in holy duties, with an intent todo him hurt, was notunly filcnced, but fo terri- 


yl Bafi de fied, that he reeled and had tallen, had he not been upheld by thote chat were with 
aka, Dajtit, 


him 
their eares foall be deaf] With the fudden burfting forth of Gods wonderfull 
and terrible works, faith Mr. Diodwre, 
+ Ferfe17. They fall lick the duft like a Serpent} that is, be reduced not only 
«> toexteme hunger and penury, but to utmoft vility and baienefl? of condition, fo 
as to lick the very duft. And whereasitis added dike a fi-pent, he puts them in 
mind of that uld maledi@ion Ges, 3. and gives them to know, thatas,like that 
old ferpent, they have lifted themfelves up againft God, fo will God «alt chem 
down again to the condition of ferpents, and abafe chem to the very duft. Sec Pp. 
. 22.30 and 72. 9. Ef. 49. 23. 
they foall move out of their holes like Wwormes ( or creeping things ) of the earthy 
They fhall tumultuate, and be allonan huddle, as ants ave when their molchill is 
thrown up with a fpade. The Heorew word imports great commorion and brflle. 
they fall be afraid of the Lord our Ged, and frall feare brcanje of thee\ O God, 
or O Church, terrible as an army with banners, Impicty triumpherh in profpericy, 
ı teembicth in adverfity : and contrarily, faith holy Greenham Since the fall, we 
tremble before God, Angels, and good men. What havel to do with thee, 
thou man of God ( faid She ) Are thou come tocall to mind my fin and to kill my 
fon? Atthe fiege of AZountabove in France, the people cf God within the wals, 
ever before a fally fang a Pfalme: with whichholy pra@ife of theirs, the enemy 
comming acquainted, when they heard them finging would fo quake and wemble, 
Spee. Belli fale crying ee) come, they come, as though the wrath of God had been breaking out 
282, upon them. 
p Verfe 18. Who isaGod like unto thee? | No God furely ( whether fo reputed 


or depsted: whether heathen deities, heavenly Angels, or earthly Rulers ) can _ 


compare with our God, or come neare him, for pardoning of fin. Indced none 
can do itat allbut He ; asthe d/ind Pharifecs taw and could fay. Men may par- 
don the trefpaffe, but God alone the tranfgreffion. But fay, they ‘could do fome- 
thing that way: yet nothing like ourGod: who maketh his Power appear to 
be great Num, 14. 27 in pardoning fuch offences as no God or man befides would 
pardon. See Jer. 3. 1. Neh. 9. 31. he forgiveth iniquity, tranfgreffion and 
fin Exod. 34. 6, 7, that is, all forts of fins, to all-forts of finners without excep- 

an 2Orts OF tion, 


fo fit mine anfwer ad cardinem defiderij, give thee aot only the difre of thine 
heart, but the requeft of thy. lipps Pfa. 21. 2. leticbeto thee even as thou wilt Mat. 
: . 


tion, Mass. 12. 31. This is the expreffe letter of Gods covenant, which we 

ought not either to obliterate, orto interline; but to-beleeve it in the full lati- 
tudzandextent. We arcapt:to caft Gods pardoning-grace into a mouldof our. 

own; and to meafure it. by our modell. But againft this we are cautioned 

Yai. 55. 8. God muft be- magnified in our thoughts, his quarters there enlarged, 

hgh and honourable conceptions areto be had of him: or elte w e wrong him 

no leffe then we fhould doa King, by refpeCting and receiving him no otherwife 

then we would do another ordinary man: . He is fet forth here, asa God imparal- 

lell, and that not’ without an’ interrogation of admiration, O ! who isa God 

like unto thec? Thy mercy: is matchlefle, thy grace aboundeth even toan over- 

flow. 1 Tim. 1. 14. its more then exceeding, it hatha fuperpleona/me, faith vaeraci- 
the Apoftle there. Surely as the Sea fwallowes up hugeft rocks; andas the Sun ress. 
{cattercth greatelt mifts : fo doth He pardon enormities as well as infirmities, and , 
blotteth out the chick cloud as wellas the-clond Ifa. 44. 22. His mercy rejoyceth Vania? 
againft, or glorieth over judgment : and is ready to fay of a great finner indeed z 


Fam dignus vindiee nodas: _ 


The more defperate the difeafe is, thegreater glory redoundeth to him that cureth 
it. Our Saviour gat hima glorious name by curing incurable difeafes: and gained 
greateft love by franckly forgiving Mary Afagdalems and others fins, which were’ Luk,7,4247: 
many and mighty, or 4ony as the Prophets word fignifies Amos 5. 12. Adams 
Apoftacie, Noahs drunkennefle, Loss inceft, Davids blood-guiltineffle, Afana {feb 
his idolatry and witch-craft, Peters thrice denying -and abjuring his matter, Pauls 
blafphemy and perfecution: All thefe fins and blafphemies have been forgiven to 
the fons of men : neither can they commit more then he both can and will remie, 
to the penitent. Note this againft Novatws that proud heretick: and ftrive againft 
that natural! Novarianifme, that is in the timerous conicience of convinced finners, 
to doubt and queftion pardon for fins of Apoftafie, and falliog after repentance, | 
and to fay as thofe Lfhbeleevers of old, Can the Lord prepare a table for usin the 
wilderneffe ? So, Can he forgive fuch and {uch iniquities fo oft reiterated? This 
is a queftion, no queftion: what cannot our God doin this kind, who pardoneth 
fin naturally Exod. 34. 6. ( and therefore freely as the Sun fhineth, or as the — 
Í Fountaine cafteth ont waters ) who doth it alfo abundantly Iai.55. 7. multiply- 
ing pardons as faft as we multiply fins: and laftly, Conftantly, Pfal. 130. 4. fob, 
1. 27. Zach, 13-1. Itis his perpetual act: and it fhould be as a perpetual pidure 
in our hearts. We fhould go on m way toward heaven, as Samp/on did toward his 
, parents, feeding on this hony-comb. . 
Fae pe ea iniquity] Heb : that taketh away, theereaway, non ne fit, fed 
ı we obfit, not finitfelf, but the guiltofit; the damning and domineering power 
of it: this David calleth the iniquity of hes fin: and faith that this God forgave 
him Pfal. 32. 5. pronouncing himfelf and all fuch- happy as are fo dealt with 
werfer. 2. n l : 
sft paffeth by the tranfgreffion] Heb: Paffeth over it, taketh no notice of it, 
‘asa man ina deep mufe, or as one that hath haft of bufineffe, feeth not things afore 
him: his mind being upon another matter, he neglects all elfe befides that. As 
David when he faw in Mephibofbeth the feature of his friend fenathan, took no no- 
lice of his lameneffe, or any other defect or deformity : fo God beholding in his 
people the image of his fon, winks at all faults, that he might foon find in them. 
That which Cicero faid Aatteringly of Cefar, is truly affirmed of God, Nihil ob/:~ 
vifci folet prater injurias, He forgetreth nothing but the wrengs that are daily . 
done him by his ; and as it is faid of our Henry 6.that he was ofthat happy memo- Daniel rog: 
ry, that he never forgat any thing but.injury &c. fo here. ai 
of the remnant of kis heritage] Not of all, but of thofe poor few that confefle 
and forfake their fins Pro, 28. 13. and in whofe [pire there is no guile Pfa. 32. 2. that 
are mortified perfons Rom, a1. 26. with E/ay 59. 20.. Itisa priviledge proper to 
the Communion of Saints. f ‘ 
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he retaineth not his anger for ever} Angry he may be, and finite in his anger > 


Efay 57. 17. yeahe may take vengeance of the inventions ot thole whom he hath 
pardoned, Pfal. 99.8. temporall vengeance I mean.: burit foon repenteth bim con. 
cerning his fervants, and a-little punifhment ferveth tum for a great offence, fer. 
31419,20,21. David, no fooner faid, I bave finned, buthe heard, ‘The Lord bath 
taken aWay thy fin, 2 Sam-12. no E 


becaufe he delighterb in mercy] Andhence he pardoneth iniquity of free-graceyex 


mero motu, out of his pure and unexcited love, out of his Philanthropy, and unde- 
ferved favour, the fole impalfive çaufe of pardon. What aman delighteth to do,he 
willdo howfoever. Jf the Sax delight to run his race, who {hal ftop him ? If God 
fo delight in mercy, that he will fave for his Names fake, and come in-with his Nox 
obftante, as hë doth, P/al. 106.8. who, or what fhall hinder him >. 

Verfe 19. He will turne again, be will have compaffion apon us) Here’sthe pith 
and power of faith, particularly applying promifes to a mans felf. Say that fin hath 
feparated betwixt us and our God, Efay 59.2. and made him fend us farre away in- 
to captivity: yet he will turn again and yern toward us,he will turn again our capti- 
vity as the Streams in the South. His compaflions are more then fatherly, P/al. 103. 
13. motherly, Efay 49.15. brotherly,Heb.2.12. This the Church knows, and there- 
fore criesafter him, Make haf? my beloved ; and be thos like toa Roe, or toa youn 
Hart, which when it fleeth, looketh behind it, faith the Chaldee Paraphraft there. 
And this that he will do, fhe is bold to beleeve. He Wall, he Will, and that to ss, faith 
the Prophet here, Lo this is that work of faith,to wrap ic felf in the promifes,as made 
tous in particular, 1 Zia. 1.15. and unleffe faith be on this fort actuated, it is, as to 
comfort, as good as no faith. Compare Aaf. 8.26. with Mark, 4.40. | 

He will fubdue our iniquities ] By foree and violence ( as the word fignifieth) 
Subjugabit, peffundabit, concylcabit. Sinis fturdy, and will redel, where it cannot 
reigne. Jt hatha {trong heare, and will not eafily yeeld. But yeeldit fhail, for God 
will fubdue it. And thisis a farther favour, (as every former is a pledge of a 
future } To pardon of finne, God willadde power againft finne : to juitification 
by Chrifts merit, fanctification by his Spirit : he will let out the life-blood of fin, 


_ and lay it adying at our feet : he will tread Satan with all his black train #xder our 


ject foortly, Rom. 16. 20, He will not onely turn us againe, but turne his 
hand upon us, and purely purge away onr droffe, and take away all our tinne, 
Efay 1. 25. In fine, hee will fo mortifie the deeds of the body by his 
Spirit, . that finne fhall not hawe dominion over us, Rom. 6. 14. fhall not play 
Rex inus: the traveller fhall not become the man of the houfe, as Nathans para- 
ble fpeaketh. 

And thon wilt cafe all their finnes into the bottom of the fea ] Where-hence they 
fhail never be beyed mp again. This, the Prophet by an infinuating Apofrophe, 
turneth himfelf to God, and fpeaketh with much confidence. Such is thenature 
of true faith, /c. to grow upon God, and, as I may fo fay, toencreach: as Mofes 
did, Exed. 33.12, 13, &c. to chap. 34.10, andas David did, 1 Chron. 17.23- 
&c. See how he improves Gods promife, and works upon it, ver. 24,25. he goes 
it over again, and yet ftill encroacheth : and the effect was good, chap. 18. We 
hinder our felves of much happinefle by a finfull fhamefacednefle. Let us. come 
boldly to the throne of grace ;- fo fhall we fee our fins, as Ifrael did the Egyptians 
dead on the fhore. . 

Verfe 20. Thon wilt performe the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham] Heb. 
Thon wilt give: for all is of free gift. His love moved God to promife, his truth 
binds him to performe, 2 Sam. 7-18, 21. For thy words fake, and according to 
thine own heart haft thos done all thefe things. Having made ‘himfelf a voluntary 
debter to his people, he will come off fairly with them: and not bee worfe.thea 
his word, but better. Hence Rev.t0.1, Chrift is faid co have a rainbowe spon bis 
bead: to thew that he is faithfull and conftant in his promifes, and that tempefts 
fhould blow over, the skie be cleared. For this is xs the waters of Noah unto mee, 
faith the Lord: for as I have fworn that the waters of Noah fhould no more so 
over the earth : fo have J {worn that Iwould not be wroth with chee, nor rebuke 
thee, For the mountains fhall depart, &c, Eay $4.9, 10. God hath hitherto kepe 

. promile 


l Jor refuge to lay bold sipoh the hope fer before w,- He 


_Cuar.7. | the Prophecie of Micah. 


promife with nights and dayes, fer. 33.20, 25. that one fhall fueceed thè other: 
therefore much more will he keep promife with his people. ' 

which thon haft fworn ante ome faster: And; in then; tous, by vertue of the 
covenant. Sohe fake with as, when he fpake with Jacob at Bethel, Hof. 12.4. and 
that the promifes fworh to the Fathers of the old Teftaigent, belong alfo to us of 
the New. “See Lake r: $5,73,74. Now, that God faire at any-time to them, or 
us, hee did it for osr fakes doubelefe z that by. ‘Bat wane ching: in Wy 
j impoffible for God to lie, wee might have a [Pong confolation : who have fe 
fn apt ee ; bs fete “See ‘che Note 


there. 
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EXPOSITION. 
. Upon the Prophefie of ` 


NAHUM. 


b 


5 Cuar., I. 


OOH E burden of Nineveh |) i.e. The burdenous proa 
@ phefie. Seethe Note on Malac. 1.1. Itisa burden 

to wicked mento be told of their finnes, and fore- 

told of their punifhments. To whom we may not’ 
unfitly apply that of the Civilian, Perqram duruns 

efi, fed ita lex feripta eft. If it be fo tedious to 

hear of it, what will they do to bear it ? Nineveh 

l ; had fair warning before by fonah ; and for prefent, 

the unclean fpirit feemed to be caft out of her: but he returned foon after, with 

feven worfe, as appears by this Prophefie 3 and fo their /aft fate was worfe then the 

former, Mat. 12.45. Their bile half-healed, breaking out again, proved to be the: 
plagne of leprofie, Lev. 13. 18, 19, 20. fuch as fhut them out of heaven. God will 
do goed to thofe that are good, and continue fo. But as for thofe that turn afide un- 

to their crooked wages, ( as all Apoftates do ) the Lord fhal! lead them forth with the 

workers of iniquity, (as cattle are led to the flaughter, or malefaCtours to execution) 

but peace fhal! be upon Ifrael, Plal.125. 5. 

The book of the Vifion) Or the Epifile of the Vifion. Hence fome colle&t, that 
Nahum went not to Nineveh as Fonah had done ; but fent this prepheticail Epiftle 
thither,to let them know what fhould fhortly befall them. So Jeremy fentan Epifile 
to Babylon, chap. 29. and Eliah wrote a threatning letter to Irhorem king of Judah, 
2 Chron.21.12, before his tranflation to heaven ; and Jeicitro be fent to him by 
Elika, or the other Prophets, who durft not fhew chemfelves in his prefence ; fuch 
was his infolent cruelty, as ’tis conceived. °, s l ; 

of Nahum the Eikofhite ] Elkofo was a fmalltownin Gtliice bev oud Rethabara, 
as fay Hierom and Dorotheus, Here was our Prophet born, and nanicd N bav, 
non fine numine, faith Gualsher ; for Nahum (as Noah) fignitieth a Comforter ; and 

ra ` fo 


Cuar.t. the Prophecie of Nahum. 


fohe proved, by this Book of his, both to the ten Tribes now newly carried captive 
by the Affyrian Monarch ; and alfo to the other two Tribes, who were fhortly after 
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Epiphaniue, 


befieged by the fame Affyrian, in the reign of Hezekiah; under whom Nahum. 


prophecied. See the Note on Exod. 3. 1. 

Ker{.2. God is jealous | Seethe Note on Zech. 1. 14. 

andthe Lord revengeth, the Lord revengeth | Ashe is Pater miferationum, to his 
people, a father of mercies; and God of confolation: fo to his and their enemies he 


is a moft fure and fevere revenger, Dexs ultionum, as David calleth him, P/al, 94.1. . 


A Gud of recompenfes, as Jeremy, chap. 51.56. And when He comes againit a people, 


he ufually takes thens: to do, when they are at the ftrongeft, and moft confident: as - 


Ninevch now was, in the dayes of proud Sexacherib. mae 
and is furious | Heb. and ts Mafter of hot wrath: he is all ona light fire, as 
it were, with fierce indignation againft the enemies of his Church: Yet. not fo, 


but chat he is A4affer of his anger too; and doch nothing in it, but what is juft and: 
equall. Hence the vials of his wrath are faid to be golden vials, Rev.1:5. 7. his an=: 


ger is holy, his fireis pure, and without fmoak. And this is further declared in the: 


following words. 


The Lord will take vengeance on bis adverfaries | Such as {eek to thruft him be- 
fide his throne, that oppofe his worfhip, contemn his word, perfecute his people, fend - 


proud meffages after bim, faying, We wiil not have this man to reigne over us: 
Bring hither thofe mine enemies, faith He, and flay them before me, Luk. 19. 27. As 
for fuch as fin of infirmity, and return to him by repentance, they fhall not find him 


furious, but gracious, 


and he referveth wrath for bis enemies Their prefervation for atime, is but a re-. 
fervation to that wrath to come. As hee. precipicateth not hisanger, bur defers, 
the execution of it, giving men fpace to repent, as -he did Jezabel, Rev.2. fo they 


fhall find that his for ocarance is no quittance ; and chat. 
| Pana venit gravior, quo mage tarda venit. 


Verfe 3. The Lord és flow te anger | Slack, he is not, as fome men count flackneffe, 
faith St. Peter, but long-fs:fferring to us-Ward, &c. 2 Epift.3.9, The devil ftirred 
up the Heathen Poets, to perfwade people, that Ged either knew not, or cared not 
what was done here below : that he was oft from home, feafting with the Erhiop:- 
ans,&c. The Epicares alfo taught the like doctrine: and the Sadduces among the 
Jews, the Adanichees among the primitive Chriftians,the Libertines amonsft us. But 
they fhall one day find that God is flow, but fure; that the higher he lifteth his 
hand, the harder he will {trike ; the further he draweth his bowe,the deeper will bee 
the wound, 

and great in power ] Heb. Great of power, able toknock down finners in the 
very act of their rebellion, and to fend them packing to their place in hell. So that 
it is not for want of power that he is fo patient.For the Lord our God is God of gods, 


-and Lord of Lords, a great God, a mighty and aterrible,">e1t.10.17. But what need. 


we go further then the Text, where he is called, they?rs1y Ged, great in power, And 
that will not atall acquit the Wicked. | This is the laft letter in his name (that omen 


majeftativum, as Tertullian calteth it, ) Exod. 24. 7. which he willin no wife for-' 


get : as neither muft we, He willnot take the wicked by the band, faith Fob, nor wink 
at the workers of iniquity, faith David, Pfal. 30.21. but will rendera juft recom- 
pence to every tranfgreftion and difobedience, faith Paul, Heb.2.2. A God of truth, 
and Withont iniquity, juft and right is he, Deut. 32- 4 . 
the Lord hath his way in the whirlwind, and inthe florm| Theword Suphab here 
tendred whir/wind, begins with a {mall Sumech, ad minnendum timorem piis, ne pro- 
pterea terreantur, to take off the Saints from their inordinate fears, and to affure 
the wicked, that when the Lord cometh, imminet inde Soph finis é exitium: there 
fhall be an end of them, and an utter deitruction. As the whirlwind paffech, fo is the 
wicked no more : butthe righteous is an everlafting foundation, Prov.10.25. Or,.as 
fome read it, The righteous is the foundation of the World, as firm as the worlds foun- 
dation, /c. the earth, which is unmoveable. hat l 
and the clouds are the duft of his feet | He walketh upon them as men da upon the 
duft of the earth: he maketh the clouds his charet, and rideth upon newer. 
wind, 


Homer, 


Job 8.20, 


Buxtorf, 
Tiberias, 1676 
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wind P/al. 104. 3. See L/a.60. 8. and 19. 1. The wickeds happinefic thali take its 
end farely and {wiftly, as Exekée/ tells them in hisfeventh chapter, 42 end is come, 
4 come, ts come. : 

Ver. 4. He rebssketh the fea and maketh it dry] He had fhewed what wonders 
God can do in the ayre. Now he telleth, what he doeth in the Water, andin 
the earth. And itis well obferved by an Intcrprerer, that when the Prophets 

Tarmin. {peak of God, they do for moft part imitate the expreffions of Mofes that moft 
fevere law-giver; andallude to his hiftory ; to fhew,that by the law is the know- 
ledge of fin, Rom. 3. 20. without which the ftony hearts of men melt not, that 
the promife of the gofpell may relith fweetly with them Pfad. ro. IO, 11. The 
word here rendreth He reb.xketh importcth, that God rateth and rattleth the Seq 
verborum pedumaue firepits with fuch a voice and other noife, as caufeth fright 
and flight. The Sea faw it and fled, Iordan was driven back, what ailed thee, O 
thou Sea that thon fleddef &c. Pial. 114. 3, 5. The waters Saw thee, O God, the 
Wwatersfaw thee, they were afraid ; the depths alfo were troubled Pial. 77- 16+ See 
Exod. 14. 31. Pfal. 78. 14. and 66. 6. and 136. 16. and 1c6. 9. This is 
not inthe power ofany manto do; though Xerxes vainely attempted fomthing, 

when he wafted two millions of men over the Hellefpont , and, for battering his 
bridge of boates, caufed it to be beater. with 300. {tripes, aud cafta pair of feta 
ters into it, to make it his prifoner, » Bntto how {malt purpof allthis, together 
with his digging through //thmw, his drinking up rivers wich his army and the 
like, ic well appeared, when he was forced to fly back cutof Greece in a poor 
fifhers boat, which being overburdened had funk all, if the Perfians by the cafting 
away themfelves, hadnot faved the life oftheir king, The Rery of Cazes the 
Dane, (fomtimes king of England ) is wellknown, He was told by a Court-Pae 
rafite that all things in his dominions were at his beets and command. Canztus 

(to confute him ) canfed a chair to be feton the fea-fhore ;_ whercin being fer, he 

faid to the {ca flowing faft toward him. Thon belengeit to me, and the iand Upon 

which I now fit is mine own, neither is there any whofoever thar obzyes me not 
fhail efcape unpunifhed. 1 command thee therefore thou fea, that thou come up 
no higher into my land ; nor prefumeft once to wet thy matters lege or garments. 

But the Sea, keeping his ordinary courfe, without duty or reverence wafned 

both his legs and gown. He then leaping back faid, Let ak the inhabitants of che 

Men: Hunting- world know, thatthe power of kings is frivolous and vaine ; neither is there 

ten, any mortali man worthy the name ofa king, but he to wnofe beck heaven, carta 
and fea by his lawes, eternally are obedient. Neither did Canutus aftcr this time 
weare a crown; but fet it upon the Crucifix according to the fupertition of 
thofe times; thereby acknowledging it to be a royalty proper to Chrift alone 
to rebuke the {urges of the fea, and to fay unto them Pesce, and be fil, Litks 4.24. 
Mar, . 3 9. 
and diab up all the rivers] As he did Jordan Iof. 4 2 K ing. 2. Chereth 1 King: 
17.7. the great river Exphrates Rev. 16. 12. Sce the Note there. See allo Plin.nate 
bift. 1. 2. cap. 85. and 103. ae 
Bafoan languifeech and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languifberh] all the 
beauty of thofe fertile and pleafent places fadeth. When thecarth beareth fruit 
and flowers, fhe is faid to yceld her ftrength, to bring forth her increafe: as when 
through drought or otherwife fhe doth rst, the is Yaid to languifh and hang the 


head. See Joe? 1,10, 22. If the Eclipfzof the Sun caufea drooping in the whole 


frame of nature, how much more the wrath and vengeance of God ? 
Ver, 5. The menntaines quake at hins, and the hills melt] Though vallies andlow 
places are alfo liable to carthquakes: as Antioch often, Ferrara in Italy Az. Dom.. 
1514. and 1573. yet hiil-countreys much more ; becaufe there are more 
Aled, Chro- holesand cavernes, See Pfal, 29. 6. and 144. 4. Zach, 14. 4, 5. Intheyeere 


ue 1618, Aug. 25. Plesrsatown in Rhetis was overwhelmed by ahill, which, _ 
witha moft {wift motion Oppreft 1500, men. So that village aforementioned in 
Polan: fmt: the country of Bern, that was over. covered by ahillin an earthquake : to the de- 


{truction of 50. families, All this and that which followethis alledged here,to fhew 
how eafily God can overturn the Affyrian greatneffe. 
and the carth is burnt at his prefence] Viz. by his firefrom heaven, as Sodom, 


and 


ees 
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moog SEFUE nana eee 
aitd'by other his lent-defolafing judgments, fich as Pydce ( that once fertile, now 
barren country ) Grecce, Afra (Once fo flourifhing) Germany, Ireland &c. doat this - 
day grone under. God tirneth a frnifal land into barrenne fe, for the Wwickedneffe of 
them thst dwell herein. Phil. 107.34. ge E f 

Jèzthe world and all that dwell therein) Qae gnider f unt mira, fed tahen vera 
diving putearie iffetka. Wicked men, Befidés what they here -faffer, ‘fhall one . Tarnai, 
day give an account of what they have done in the body; with the world alton’ 
alight fircabout their eares: Thetriall of their workes fhall be by fire x Cor: 3, 
13, the tribunall of fire Eżek. x. 27. the Judge aconfithing fire Heb! 12, 20. 
His atrendahts Seraphins flaming creatures Iai. 6. 2. his pleading. with finners jn’ 
flames of fire 2 Thef. 1. 7. the place of punifhment, a lake of fire fed! with tor- 
menting temper Iai. 30. 33. Sodoms fiteand brimftone was but atoy toit. And 
fhall the Niztvites think to mott up themfelves againft this formidable fire : which 
the moft folid parts ofthe wortd cannot avoidor abide? ° ne «as 

Ver. 6. What can ftand before his indignation ?) A elaffé bottle may as wel ftand 
beforea cannon-fhot. Theres no ftanding beforea lion, imch leffe before a de- 
vouring fire, leaft ofall before an angry God. When our Saviour did but put forth 
abeame of his Deity, and faid I am be, the ftout fonldiers fell to the ground Joh. 
18. 6. and thére they had laine, if he had not licenfed them to rife againe. Quid  suguftin, 
asiem judicuturus faciet, gnrijrdicandus hoc fecit? The wicked thall not ftand in 
judgment, faith Duvid Pfal. t: 7. j se 


who can abide in the fierceneffeof bis anger ?| Heb: in the inflammation of hig Colleumgre 


noftrils. Thus the Prophet defcribeth Gods terrible executions. of juftice on the Hers otis 


Churches enemies, pulcherrimis metaphoris, hj porypéfi evidentiffima, & diftribucionss” — ignem, 
artificio infigniffimo by moft elegant Metaphors, evident demonttrations, andartifie- 
ciall diftribucions. l N - Crociusin for, 
his fury is powred ont like fire] A metaphor either from metalls melted, or from ` 
fhow"ces of raine, fuch as God powréd down. upon Sodom (whereunto proba- 
bly the Prophet here alludeth, as verfe 8. to Noahs flood) flaming fhowers Jer. ' 
-20,and 44.6. i 
z and the rocks ave thrown down by bim| thatis, by his fierce wrath, whenit isat ` 
the full height : as the fire whith at firft burnsa little within, uponafew boards 
and rafters; but when it prevaileth, burfteth out ina moft terrible fame: as 
thunder which weheare at firft, a little -roaeing noife afart off: but Ray awhile, 
and it is a dreadfull crack, cleaving the very rocks. See fer. 4. 23, 24. Mat. 27, 5I; 
Verfe 7- The Lord ts good | Tolfrael ( though terrible to the Affyriansas 
hath been plainly and plentifully tet forth / torhe pure it heart Pfal. 73. 1. and 
he doth good Bfal, 119. 68. to thofe that.ate good, that are upright in their 
hearts P/u/, 125. 4. Thefe fhali taft and fee that the Lord is good: thelë fhall fee- 
lingly fay Oh blefled is the man that'trufteth in him, P/al. 34.8. Ob praife the Lord 
for he 2s good ce. 
a firong hold inthe day of trouble] Prafidinm, aut fortalitinm, A flrong fort or 
fortification, better then wer of braffe, or town of warr: the righteous ran 
thercunto and are fafe. HéSekish (for whofe fake this is {poken ) had the expe. Prov. 18, 10. 
rience of it. He hada day of trouble and of rebuke, and of blifphemy : the children 
Were come tothe birth, and there was not ferength to bring ferth Efai. 37: 3» To 
God therefore he runs inthis dolefull day of his, and bad prefenthelp. -And what 
though the Gods of the nations had not delivered them: yet Hexckiah’s Godin 
whom he trufted did not deceive him as Senacherib faid he would ver. 10. 12. 
He is the champion of bis church, and willbe the ftrong hold of his people, when 
the heathens Zatelzr Gods, and the Papifts Patrone-faints will leave them in the 
lurch. England was fometime {id to have a war-like George, but the Papifts be- 
ing offended withus (to do us, as they fuppofe; a milchict yhave robbed us of 
our George, and leftus God alone tobe our Champion: for which honour and 
favour ali true E-nelith hearts are bound to thank them, atid can merrily fing as He 
did once, ‘Coztemzno minutulos e deos, modò Fouem propitisns habeam, Weràrènot - 
for their Heefaints, or She-fainés to fhelter us: fo thar the great God. will b¢ good 
tous, a ftreng-hold in theday of trouble, ae es 
and he kaoweth then: that truftinhim] chat hover and cdver under his wings, = 
the G 


AETA Ra : oe es J cR 
ir eel S EETA ELN EAERI YO VaN y — 


. a A S peer ae ee 
eae Bet, 


eAn Expofition on Cuap.t, 


the chickens do under the hens: for that’s the forceof brews word i 

ufed. Such as thefe God khoweth for his 2 Tim. 2. oS ewe m 
foule inadverfity Pfal, 119. he knoweth how to deliver them, ashe did the rj he 
ous Lot 2 Pet. 2. 9. then, when they knew not what to do, as Pehofaphat 2 ai tes 
20. 12, yetiftheir eyes be toward him, their affiance in him, he will entice 


. and deliver them. So well pleafed ishe with thofe chat truft in him, -( for that’s 


Diod, Sic, 


Aaiuwy qua- 
fi Oaiiuon. 


meant here by his knowing ofthem P/al. 1. 6. confer Iob 9. 

he taketh fuch complacency and delight in them Pfa/. : ee 1 ee ;; 8 =a 
fuch continuall care of them, (as hath been proved by an univerfall experience, = 
one inftance can be given to the contrary ) that they fhall be fure to have wharfo i 
ver heart can with, or need require 2 Sam. 22.2, 3. even miraculous loving kind. 
neffe from God ina ftrong city Pfal. 17. 7. and 31. 2%, fo great as cannot he 
uttered P/ad. 31. 19. This is for the comfort of Gods Ifrael. But left the wicked 
(as they are apt ) fhould meddle with childrens meat, which was never meant for 


them: left Ninivebfhould pleafe her felf in a fond conceit of Gods goodneffe to - 


heralfo, and fọ turn it into wantonnefh inoc i ` 
A e, the Prophet brin i - 
the next words. ? phet bringsina ftinging Batin 


Ver. 8. But withan over-running flood he will make an end of the place thereof ] | 


i. e. of Niniveb that great but bloody city chap. 3. 1. Her ftate fha 

tuinated as the old world, by the generall deles, But becanfe the Sonat 
‘rendred flood is ufed of rivers that overflow the bankes 2 Chron. 32. 4. and th 
adjunct over-ranning alfo implies as much (See E/ai 8. 8. Dan. 11, 10 40 ) 
I fuppofe the Holy Ghoft here. forethreatencth that ruine of this city by the river 
Tigr, which at an inundation broke out upon the wall, and threw down twent 
furlongs thereof. This wasa fad foretoken to them of their enfuing defolation 
by the enemy (as that raine was that fellin Egypt )where it ufed not to raine (a 
little before Camby/es with his Perfians fubdued it ) for it fell out in the time of the 
Siege, as Disdorns teftifieth, according to an oracle that the Ninivites had recei- 
ved by tradition from their progenitours, /¢, that their city fhould then be taken 


.by the enemy, when the river took part againft them: and it fell out accor- 


dingly, 
and darkneffe foall purfue his enemies] i, e. terribl i i amities 
fhall overtake them: their ruine fall Be PEN a ieee 
faid of Niniveb, which once was of a ggeat city in Strabo, Magna civitas, magna 
Jolitudo See Zeph.2.13, 14,15. Drufiss rendreth it thus, Hofes [nos perfequi faciet 
tenebras, He fhall caufe darkneffe to purfue his enemies, Or, He fhall make his 
saat puriae et arcoroing to that noted faying of the Ancients, Dens 
m defiruit, dementat, whom Godi i i a 
Siete pee, when d intendsto deftroy, him He firft infatuateth. 
er. 9. What doye imagine againft the Lord-2"] becaufe againft his; 
Pfal. 62. 3. How long will ye imagine mir sea dade ? aby a 
all of you: as a bowing wall fall ye be, and as a tottering fence. The blind and 
bloody Ninivites looked no further then the Jewes ggehom they invaded: the 
confidered not that God was ingaged in the quarrel A. people. This made the 
Virgin daughter of Zion, confident of. Gods help, fhake her head in {corn and 
pitty at them, faying, hom haft thon reproached and blafphemed ? and againft whom 
haf thou exalted thy voise, and lifted up thine eyes on bigh? even againft the holy 
on of Ifrael. Ifi. 37. 22, 23. She knew well.( though her enemies knew not) 
À at as anunskilfall archer in fhootingatabeaft hittetha man fometimes: fo the 
r ae adverfaries, in troubling of her, trouble Almighty God, who will not 
ai i ae even with them: for he that touchech Gods people, touclicth the 
appiee his eye Zach. 2. 8. Saul, Saul. why perfecuteft thou me 3 Ai. 9. 4. 
t vane queftion of Satan to our Saviour, what have I to do with toee? 
whilcft he vexeda. fervant of his. Hath he his name from knowledge, and yet 
could he fomiftake him whom he confeffed to be the fon of the living Gad? Iris 
an idle mifprifion to-fever the fenfe ofan injury done to any of the members, from, 
the head.  Drujius veades the text thus, Quid cogitatis de Domino? what think 
ae ofthe Lord? what conceit or opinion have yeofhim ? Doeye imagine that 
¢ cannot performe what he threateneth ‘by his Prophets? or that he cannor, 
when 
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when he pleafeth, deliver his people out of your hand? 

"he will make an utter cad] Novaconfamption only, but a confammation : This 
he iseven doing, asthe Hebrew hath ic: hessbufy aboutit, and will not faile 
to finifh it: for he ufeth not to ‘do his work to the halves. Surely a Port work, 
will the Lord make in your land, now that he taketh you to do, certo, cito, 
EnIEHS. 

i affliction foall not rife up the fecond time) God will difpatch you at one blow. 
Seca like expreflion 1 Sam. 26. 8, Niaiveh had many bruthes before, by 
Piraortcs king of Medes and his fon Ciaxares, and afterwards by the Scythians, 
whereof Sce Zer. 49. 34. and by Afyages &c. Now N: buchadnezzar was aps 
pointed by God to makean utter end of it&c. The wicked fhall totally and finally 
beconfamed at once. Nort fo rhe Saints: thefe he corrects with a rod, thofe with 
agrounded ftaffe Efu, 32. 32. Thefe in mercy and in meafure. in the baaches only, 
he ftayeth barouch wind in the day of the Eaflewind Efa. 27. 8, he ftayeth fuch 
aHi@tions as would fhake his plants too much, or quite blow them down. Sut 
to the wicked he hath no fuch tender refpe& : he fmites them ae the root, and, 
after many blowes, he refolves to have them down. For intlance compare 
Gods different dealing with Woah and the old world, with Loż andthe Sodomites, 
Ifrael and the Canaanices, Afofes and Pharcoh, David and Sar? &c. Fret not there- 
fore thy {elf becaufe of evill-doers Pfal. 57. 1. when the wicked fpringas the 
graffe, and whenall the workers of iniquity do flourith : itis that they fhall be 
deltroyed for ever. Pfal. 92. 7- Pharaoh bad faire way made him till he came 
tothe midit of the fea: not one wave may rife up againit him to wet fo muchas 
the hoof of his horfe. Jt wasa faire Sun-flhine-day when Lot went our of Se. 
dome: but ere night there fell out adifiall change. Je was inthe Spring that 
the flood came, then when every thing wasinits prime and pride: befides thar, 
the world never more flourifhed in wealth, peace, arts, and all magnificence : yet 
fucden deftruétion came upon them, they wereall at once buried in one univerfall 
grave of waters. : 

Ver. 10. For while they be folden together as thornes| And fo can hardly be hand- 
led without hurt : God will burn them together inthe fame place 2 Sum. 23. 7. 
as a man puts thorns folden, and that cannot cafily be fundred all together into the 
fre, where they make a fùdden blaze and are extinct. So will God deale with the 
Niaivites, not withitanding their carnall combinations and confederacies. 

and while they are drunken as drunkards) who are very quarrelfome, bragging 
and braving : but may be cafily dealt with, and pufht down with one finger. 

as finbble fully dry’ chat hath long laine a fanning, and fois very combuttible. 
The wicked are oft compared to ftubble, becaule good for nothing but the fire : 


and when fully dry, when ripe for ruine, they thall be fedl/y devoured, as fome. 


readthe words. Ecqven vero mihi dabis Khetorem &c. as One faith of another 
text. But what gallant Rhecorick is here ? well might God fay Hef. 12. 10. J 


bave fpoken allo by the Prophets and ujed fimilitudes &c. ( See the Note there ) ` 


here we havethree inabreath; and all little enough to work on the hearts of the 
wicked, who are loth co beleeve the truth and certainty of Gods threats: but rae 
ther ble fe themtelves when God curfeth Deut. 29. 19. 

Ver, 11. There is one come ont of thee that imagineth evill agasujt the Lord] Ma- 
ny there are, but one among and above the relt: fe. Sennacherib, that bold 
Briareus, that lifteth ap his hundred hands at once againft heaven;an d threateneth 
to cut ofarablow Gods people, as if they had ail but one neck. See verfe o. He 
4s come np over all bis chanels, and gone over all his banks, Wa. 8-7. but God fhail 


foon puta ftopto him: and with an over-ranning flood (that he may be eves with - 


him) make an utter end of his placesas itis here ver. 8. 

a wicked Connfellour| Heb. a counfellour ef Belial, or of the devill; wholen- 
deth him hisfeven heades to plor, and his ten ho-ns to puth Gods pecple. What 
pernicious counfel he gave them fee 2 King. 18. 2 Chron, 32.Hfui. 36. fe. ta 
atoe God as notable to deliver them out of his hands: and to malse an agrec- 


ment with him bya pretent &e. This peftilent counfell he gave them by Rabfoakels,” , 


who was, fay the Rabbines, a Rexegado-Few. Every Fifier and Bafha of Sate among 
the Turks uicthto keep itil a Jew of his private counfell: whofe malice, wit, and 
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eAn Expofition on 
experience of Chriltendome, with their continual intelligence, is thought hits 
moitor that mifchief, which the Turk at this day puts in exccution Gann to acvife 
mine Authour ) the Jews being found the moft nimbieand Mercurial wite n 
world, but cunzfelloers of Belial. In all che fhop of hell there is no anise Sea 
fet, whereon to forge, no engine fo apt, whereby to execute any choice picce 4 ks 
chiet, as chat man, who is ingeanose nequam, & publico maio Fan, P a 
faid or C. Carsyihe Roman ) Wittily wicked, and peftilently eloquent l Su i Me 
Cardinall Poul to England, Cardinall Sadelerus to Geneva, and the I ties he 
raily, great Voliticians and factours for Rome: They fay "Satan fene Da 
Gad lent them to withitand him. They deftroy many fouls, asthe Dra A che 
Elephant ; by biting his ear, and fucking his blood ; becaufe ke knows ai to be ii 
onely place which the #lephant cannot reach with his trunk to deiend. Ti ce 
crafty connfel ag nfl che cherch. f PES 
Pa 12. Thus fast the Lord ] To thee, © Jerufalem, and for thy comfort 
fa ee eee peice to his peopl: : and Minifters are charged to {prak te their 
thegh they be quiet | Or, frill, well difciplined (as the Turki Army is to th 
wonder of all chat paffe thorow it: ) there was no falling out, nor aan 
i ehea Irit holts: therefore, and by this means, did their king march Gu, pelle 
and likewife many ' How great an Army they were, may bee gathered from iH: 
many thoufands of chem that were {lain by the Angel Efay 3 36. Ie ie 
one with God, whether it be donc aguinjft a nation, or againft a a ei, 
re ? 3 AE ae 
T ; pe eae oo upon multitudes, who taketh wp the Iles, as a very Little tinre, 
yet thus fhalt. vey be cut don | Heb. horn; with as little ado as one would fhear 
afheep, mow down a meddow, or fhave off hair witha fharpraior. The Pro f el 
feemeth to allude to that Textin Efay ( with whom, as his contemporary he bath 
many things conimon ) chap. 7. 20. and to threaten the -fyriaz, that ie fhali bee 
payd home in hisown coyn : and that as he had done to Mrael, fo fhould it b red 
agoe S T loveth to retaliate. i Pee S 
When he foal! paffe thorow | Heb, and he paffeth, or awa i 
countrey, after che loffe of his Army, flain ei Angel he Nie fone ie 
Jhall be cnt down, fe. by the hand of 4 mighty One, as Efay 10. 34 or of an hed 
when he , that is Seanachersb, and every one of his Army bath paffed thorew, fe “the 
tae ae reftraint, or controul, and now maketh account that hee is matter 
OF all. 

Though I bave affistted thee, yet T will afflitt thee no more J fe. by thefe Ninevites 
no, nor by any other enemies, unleffe there be very great need pie 1. G The 
Church hath ever had her Hsleyons, her interchanges of prof; perity E 

tGod will not alwayes chide, P/a/.103. 9. he delighteth in the pioi eny of his fer 
vants, P/#/.35.27. and witheth, On that this people were wife ke S that ay wale 
had hearkenea, &e Pfal. 81. 13,14,15. There is another reading of t! è war “as 
may be feenin the margent. This is Iunius. The Chaldee parevtratr] ides! Als 
though the Nsvezsres enjoy great peace,and by peace are fo mi aplic chat they ate 
ee yet see me ns and cut down. ites 
erfe 13. For new will 1 break his yoke frome off thee eA the promi eli 
verance fhould be any whit doubted of ; cy Se wien a the ees ee 
they fhould be delivered is here laid open. God hath fet rhe rime et his peoples fi 
ferings, which fhall be neither fo little a while as they would ; vor fo jae as ite € é 
my would. Hold out faith and patience; deliverance isat next deore by. ms 
Mi and will barf thy bonds in funder | By yoke and bonds here, underftund thofe 
Tributes which the Affyrians, called out by Abaz, impof | upon the kingdome of 
Judah, 2 King. 18. God promifeth them here their ancient liberty; which was 
foon after this, recovered under Heztkish, who trafting in God, and reforming re- 
ligion, rebelled againft the king of Affyria, and ferved himno ease $ koni af 
ter eee Perfians deftroyed Nineveh dealt more gently with the a ptive Tesan 
gavel ae ee leave to return home again, as many as had a mind toit, Zar. 1-4. 
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Verfe 14 And the Lord hath givena commandement =} fc. to his upper and lower 
forces( for he is Lord of Hofts, Commander in Chief of all creatares.) 

againft thee | O Sennacherib devoted to deftruction, for thife intolerable pride 
and cruelty. God refifteth the proud , Jam. 4- 6. heferteth himfelf in bareell- 
as the word fignifieth, commandingll his creatures to fall on: 


andno wonder. F i 7 
face: cafteth down the gauntlet of defiance, and maketh head againft him. Hence 


his hatred of a proud perfon. 
that no more of thy name be sown] 7. e. that no more children be born to thee ; fo 
thy pofterity perih, fo Guadeher. : This muft needs “bee 
rievous to proud agd ambitious perfons, who promife themfelves a kind of immor-— 
tality here in their pofterity : dnd that there fhall be a perpetuall fucceffion of their 
name inthis world, Their inward thought is, that their bonfes foalbcontiane for ever, 
they call their lands after their own names, Pfal. 49.11. But their damp foall be pur 
out in obfcure darkneffe,Prov. 20. 20. there thall be —N nulas, cuz lampada tradant. 
Others fenfe the Text thus:. Thou fhalt no more be talked of; but the memory of 
thy name fhall bee utterly extin@. The face of the Lord is againft them thar do 
evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth, Pfal. 34.16. See Efay 
10.12, 13, &e. ler. 49. 34. Seanacherib had done great exploits, till he lifted up 
his hand againft heaven, he had been very. victorious and famous; but now lies 
wrapt up in the fheet of fhame, and is made an inftance of divine vengeance, even 
among the Heathen: For fo Herodotus telleth us, that in Egypt there was Sesna- 
cheribs {katue erected, with thisinfcription ; Let whefoever looketh npon næ, learn to 
fear God. He lifted up bimfelf againft bis Creatour and Father’: hee is therefore 
“Hain by hisown children. He thought. to overturn the true fervice of God; heis 
therefore fain at his idoll-worfhip. He went about to deftroy the houfe of God; 
he is therefore deftroyed in the houfe of his god, Efay 37-38. = 
Ost of the houfe of thy gods will I cus off she graven image | This, thofe fuper- 


- ftitious Heathens held a great loffe, a fore affliction. Ic is reported of the people 
. of the Eaft-Indies, in the Mle Zey/on, that having an’ Apes tooth got from them, 


which was a confecrated thing by them, they offered an incredible mafię of treafure 
to recover jt. What a gpife made Micah after his Ephed and images, Judg. 18.24 2. 


“and Laban after his Teraphim? Gen. 31. and the men of Opbrab, for their altar 


-and grove ? And what’a price fet Papifts om their pictures and trinkets. 

I wild make thy grave \ fe. OF thine idoll-cemple, polluted by thy flaughter 
therein, and fo converted into a fepulchre for thee. There isaftory (but ofno 
great authority ) that Sexnacherib, after his fhainefull return out of Judea, deman- 
ding of fome about him, what might bee the reafon that the unrefiftable God of 
heaven fo favoured the Jewifh nation, ashe had found by fad experience? An- 
fiver was given him, that Abraham from whom they defcended, facrificed unto himi 
his onely tonne, which purchafed this protection to his progeny. If that will wia 
him, faith he, 1 will {pare him two of my fonnes, to procure him to be on my fide. 
Which Shireszer and eddrammelech his fonnes hearing of, prevented their own 
deaths by flaying him. Ic is more likely that they laid wicked hands upon their fa- 
ther, either ont of ambition, or difcontent for the loffe of the Army: ` Howfoever, 
God made ufe of their cruelty, for the juft punifhment of Sennacherib; anid is here 
therefore faid to have commanded it. After this, cruell warre arofe among Senna- 
cheribs fonnes, which were the utter overthrow of thar nation, and laid them open 
asa prey tothe kings of Babylon, as Xenophon writeth. l 

for thou art vile | Worthleffe, and weightleffe.. All wicked men are fo, be they 
never fo great, Pfal. 15.4, Dan.1t.21. In his eftate fhail tand upa vile perfon, 
that is, Antiochas Epiphanes, the great king of Syria, whom the Samaritans in 
flattery filed, The mighty god. Tis vercue onely that enobles. F hem that kononr 
God, be will honour: butthey chat deppife bim, foal be lightly eftcemed, 1 Sam.2+3 0. 
Contempt thail be their portied, and wirh igaomin?, repreach, Prov. 18. 3. Here 
then the Prophet threateneth che fame that Joe? had done, chap. 25 20. ais flink 
Shall come sp, and the ill favour hall come: up, becanfebe bath done great things, 
i.e, he hath attempted to do them, but was hindered from heaven. God puta 


hook in his nofe, anda bridlein his lips, and turned him back to Nineveh; wheres 
LI within 


ayiTeoret at. 


or whereas all other vices flee fron God, pride alone fleeth in his _ 
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within leffe then fifty dayes after, he was flain by his two fonnes, Tob. 1.23. and al. - 


though his third fotine Afar-haddon reigned in his ftead,: yethee foon after {oft 
both his life and his kingdome,-which was devolved to the Babylonians, and all 
the royall race of Affyria was rooted out. 

Verfe 15. Behold upon the menntains the feet of him, &c. | This Behold is asthe 


- found of a trumpet before fome Proclamation, to befpeak attention. Jerufalemis ' 


furrounded with mountains, P/ad. 125. 2. and onthe mountains a voice may bee 
heard afarre off. The feet of -him that bringeth good tidings, | Or, Of an Evange- 
lift, that brings news of Sennacheribs ruine: but efpecially of Satan fubdued by 
Chrift, which is the furnme of all the good news inthe world, Luke 2.10. 

that publifbeth peace | Pacem omnimodam ; externall, intergall, eternall, peace 
of countrey, and of confcience, by Chrift who is our peace: Ýt is ufuall with the 
Prophets to ri‘e from earthly chings to heavenly, from corporalls to fpiritualls. See 
Rom. 10.15. Efay’52. 7. 

O Indah keep thy folemn feafts, &c. J] which hitherto hindered by the enemy, 
thou haft intermitted. Perform thy vows, ( made in the day of thy diftreffe ) bring 
prefents to bim that oughe to be feared. 

for the wicked | Heb. Belial, that Rigmaticall Belialift Sennacheréb, that law- 
leffe, yokeleffe, mafterleffe monfter, that merum {celus, thatis{o portentoufly, fo 
peerlefly vitious. 

He ws wtterly cut off | His Army by the Angel, himfelf by his fonnes, his Monar- 
chy by the Babylonians. See E/ay 27. 1, 2. 


. 


CHAP, IL 


Verfe 1. H E that dafbeth in pieces is come ap before thy face |] Nebachadnezzar 

! the elder, that anl of the whole earth, Jers 5Q. 23. that brake and 
difperfed the Nations, as a Maul or great Hammer doth the hardeft ftones. See how 
like a right Pyrgopolynicis he yaunteth of his valour, and victories, E/ay 10. 8, 9, 


10,81, &e. So Demetrius was firnamed Poliors/etes, the Defrroyer of cities; Attilas ` 


talled himfelf Orb flagellum, the fcourge of the World. „Julin Cafar was Fule 


men belli, The thunderbolt of warre : he had taken in-his time a thonfand Towns., - 


conquered three hundred Nations, took prifoner one million of men, and flain as 
many. Thefe were Drffipatores indeed, and dafhersin pieces, rods of Gods wrath; 
and this they took to bea main piece of theit filly glory. How much more honour 
wasit to Auguftine, tobe ftiled Hereticornm vealles, the hammer of Heretikes ? 
and to Mr. Hilderfam, to bee Schifmaticorum mallens, the maul of Schifmatikes >» 
and laftly, to Luther, that hecould thus fay of himfelf: 


Peflis eram vivas, moriens ero nors tua Papa? 
1 living, ftopt Romes breath, 
And dead,, will be Romes death ? 


Is come np before thy face] Nineveh lay high; and thofe that went thither,were 
faid to go xp, Hof. 8. 9. Nebuchadntzzar is faid here, to be come up to it, long be- 
fore he did, ( which fets forth Gods omnifcience : Known to him are all bis works 
from the beginning of the world: and prefent to himare all things, both paft and 
future ) and to come up before Nineveh’s face ; who thought none durft have been 
fo bold as to look her in the face. But though fhe had been a terrour, yet now fhee 
is a fcopn : as was likewife E Phraim, when he offended in Baal, Hof.13.1. See the 
Note there. 

Keep the munition, watch the Way, &c.] Ivenice omnia, gad, Doall this, if you 
think it willdoany good. But “tisall tono purpofe; you are anundone people, 


your enemies are above fear, and you below hope; you have hitherto delighted in 
warre, you fhall now haveenongh of it; you have troubled the world with your 
armes, and Armies ; now you fhall meet with your match, a people terrible from the 
beginning. Up therefore, and do your utmoft : Negleé nothing that may ferve for 
yout neceffary defence; bur it will not be : for except the Lord keep the city, the 


Verfe 2. 


watch-man waketh but in vain, Plal. 127.1, 
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Verfe2. For the Lord hath turned amay the excellency of Jacob, as the excellency 
of Ifrael] Both the ten tribes ( carried captive already ) and the other two ( vexed 
by Sennacheribs invafion ) have taken their turnes;‘and have had their part of 
bitter affliction: and fhalt thou O Niniveh altogether efcape unpunifhed? Never 
think ic. Efpecially fith thou haft exceeded thy commiffion, and exercifed an un- 
heard of cruelty upon Gods people : for he was butaditele difpleafed, but ye have 
helped forward the afflittion Zach. 1. 15. See the Note there. l 

for the emptiers have emptied them out) The Affyrians have {poyled and pillaged 
till chey have left neither men nor meanes behind them ;. fuch clean work they have ` 
made, {weeping all before them, like afweeping raine that leaveth no food Prov, 
28. 3. Omnia corradunt & converrunt. ; 
and marred their vine-branches| that is their fons and their daughters faith Lyra : 
their cities and villages, fay others: likea malicious vinedreffer, that nor only 
cuts off the luxurious or barren branches, but pulls up the yong fprouts by the 
rootes, and {o marrs the vineyard. The e4ffyrians endeavoured utterly to de- 
ftroy the whole feed of Abraham without any mercy or compaffion: and this 
undid them. The jealous and juft God cannot beare with fuch boares out of the 
wood, that waft his vine P/a/. 80. 13.- 
Ver. 3. The foield of his mighty men is made red] Panopliaterrorem anget. All 
was red a colour much affected by the Medes, Perfiant and Caldees) to 
thew that they were a fanguinary nation, and not more gold-thirfty, Efai.- 13. then 
blood-thirfty. 
the valiant men are in fcarlet| A colour affected by martiall men, that would 
feem to fearenocolours. The Lacedemonians uled it much, when they went to 
fight : that, if they fhould be wounded, their blood might nor appeare upon 
their apparrell, for the difcouragement of themfélves, and encouragement of the 
enemy by fuchafight. The Romifh Cardinals are clothed in {carlet, and are crea- 
ted by a red hat which the Pope giveth them, ina token that they fhould be ready 
“to thed their blood for the Catholike faith: which if they fhould do (as never 
any of them yet did ) they would be no better then the Devils Martyrs : fith it is 
the caufe, and not the punifhment, that makethatrue martyr. A Tiburn-tipper, 
(as plain Mr. Latimer was wont to fpeake ) would well become .thofe fearlet- 
t Fathers: who, like bels will be never well tuned, till well banged ; for their 
blood-guiltineffe, and foule-murther efpecially. In the kingdome of Naples there 


, Weretwo notable theeves( the one named Pater-nuffer, the other Ave-Maria ) 


who at feverall times had murthered one hundred and fixteen men, and were there- 
fore defervedly put to a cruel death. But nothing {o cruelas the Pope and his Cos- 
clave deferve, for their fending of fo many foules daily to shat great red dragon ; 
red with the blood of foules which he hath fwallowed,as St.Perer hath it, Per. 5s 
8. Rev.12. 3. 
the charrets foal be with flaming torches] Thole carrus falcati charrets armed 

with fithes and hookes, with, and in which, they were wont to fight : thefe 
fhall be with flaming torches carried along in them, either to light them fighting by- 
night, or elfe to fire the enemies houtes, and to terrify their hearts. 

and the firr trees foabe terribly foaken\ withthe rattling of the charrets, and 
clattering ofthe armour. Ina bloody fight between Amurath the third king of 
Turks and Lazarus Defpot of Servia, the noife of warlike weapons, the neigh- 
ing of horfes and outcries of men were fo terrible, and great, that the wild beafts 
in the woods ftood aftonied therewith, the trees feemed tobe fhaken, and the 
Turkith hiftories to expreffe the terrour of the day, vainely fay, that the Angels in 
heaven, amazed with that hideous noite, for that time forgat the heavenly hymnes 
&c. The word here rendred terribly foaken is rather Chaldee, then Hebrew : as 
{poken of the Chaldees, comming againft Nixiveb, ess 

Verfe 4. The charress foall rage inthe ftreets) fhall run fo faft, as if they were 
mad thar drove them. 

they foall juftle onc againft another} Coxabunt they fhall {mite fide to fide,through 
haft and heate of fighting. 

they foall {gem like terches} Heb: their afpect is as of torches: fire {parkleth 


out of their eyes'thar are in them: they look upon the Affyrians, asif they would: 
El3 


look through them. they 


Herodot: 
Diod. Sic. 
Xenophon 
€urtins 


Rainold. de 
idol Rom. 
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Turk. Hifi: 


ee eens Oa | Sparse tie f Nahm. 95 


: r < sak e lighten; - ; in Judih, thofe 2. late turbulent Queen Mother in Scotland and France? of 
ike the lightesings| Heb. “they hail break through as the lightening « , 3b Judah, thofe 2. fa ; sue ope ne ane and 
th ee h ENE RERA Hd Iwifnee. as lighecning inan Tant commeth out of the which later and her Cardinall Lorraine, One made this ftinging diftich, 
E a d fhineth even to the Weft Mat. 24. 27. HC. 10:18. ; eae = 
yaa ree recount bis worthies Or Gallants, dag nificoes. Thefe, Afar- . Py tee mS Sra re ee 
baddon the king of Niniveh feeing himtelf ftraighted, Sail mutter up, and mind Die ee ees 
fe pete duties: bidding them now or ney P lay ue men, fith the empire bi i i as with the voice of doves] Mourning fecretly to themfelves, and groaning inward- In morem cic 
axe. ae ae er: int- eo : ; ot fuffered to barkat thofe that car them. captive, ( as Hecuba. Queen of lumbarum 
they foak fumble in their p oe Stoned ee i Gint-heartedn ps Aa and is therefore fabled to be rammed intoa bitch ) = to fill cheat With mffitartium, 
according to that of a Palm >. mie ‘bei Bae, A chy rebuke A l complaints of their hard fortunes, as they call it, or to eafe their grief by loud ja- S N3848 
their fleepz and none of t SR of mig ve caft intondead flee Pfal, 76. 5. 6 mentations ; but forced to {mother Jit, and take it all to themfelves, which és no "975 
God of Jacob, beth the chariot an me are sri firft commin PE the Chalice fmall aggravation of it: For Expletnr lachrywsis egeriturque dolor. Ovid 
Se rome mien the Faced paeh cred F be ren to Diodorus Sicy: Their tongues and their tears are womens beft weapons. Et hic fere lafiivie, laxus 
a. don Dent. 13:24. Therefore there is no great creditto be E a ae © Ubidints finiscft, faith Gwalther here. Lo, fach for mol part, isthe end of lafo- 
CPT LES. Ius, who faith, that the ER Arere thrice overcome PO RE A, vioufneffe, luxury and luft Let women be warned. . 
when as they came inarmesto alco l “taki  tabring thei breafts Not finging and playing on inftruments after their 
they fo naan EA ai panad oy c page EEN and ae Diea ie fut riae l and AE and knocking their'breafts, for the 
t 3 3 h a ` z : a 
ries peek dela Or, the Afyrians (hell haften t8 the wall as a as their ieee of cheir grief, and heavinefie ; whereof this is an excellent, and eloquent 
fainting and failing legs will carry them ; totry what they cando, to keep out Vv 8. B t Nineveh is of old like a polo wans Like a fifb-pool of water, ae 
theenemy. So the Emperour of Conf prasi fe, eme aaa aa oe and erie aan The oe fee ded fe a a or i fignificth aloa AV 
Tuk, Hif.  purpofe for the general! affault ae a j Ty OE RIS a fubjects A have bleffing. The Pope was wont to fay of England, thatit was PHtens inexhaufins, 
fl. 348. with teares requefted to have borrowe Te Ea ommended himal and them bis pit that could not be drawn dry. Sucha pit, or pool was Nineveh Populous, 
been employed for defence of the T as ne > aftes ds appointed every wealthy, potent, &c. Efay 8.7. the Magazine of the whole Eaft, arich Cargazon, ; 
to the Almighty by general fafting and n ; teh yall ite defers thereof &e andinot unlike the Ifland Cyprus, anciently called, Macaria, that is, bleffed, for the Tukbift.243, 
ee and Seas ento fome certaine Bee waite ° plenty, Profperity, and pleafure there abounding. This invited the Romans to a Sext. Ruf. 
ut all in vaine, as her Keener : Toni ueit: asthe pearls ufually caft out at the flood, and gathered at the ebbe, drew Sueton. ina i 
: and En ee E ake A eg ees. or coverer, Tefudo militaris. Cafar aie F fa the conquet of Britain s da Mince fih-poo di dthe 2 is a 
ome military > : y : : enti Chaldean fifhermen. The eater wealth, the greater fpoil awaitet a people, or 
Vere 6. The gates of ther iuers foal be opened) ait Te ry a hee. perfon, Prov. 1.19. Asif Shee hath thick aa large Ponges, every man defires 
oned indeavours to fave the city, the bepa i SR b pets a ed, orb ‘to be topping of it. Nineveh’s antiquity is here alfo noted. Of old, or, of a long 
ver Tigri, flew open either by meanes F taar h PARAE a pase 7, time fhe hath been Empreffe of the Eat 3 She was the feat of the firft Monarchy, 
the enemies irruption ; or the trechery o ay sherk bb re dation: how- which fhe alfo held longeft of any, even above thirteen hundred yeers. Howbeic 
and the pallace Seali bè diff olved] Or melte >, haply by he ba a i all, or this fhall be now no protection to her, but an article, or an argument again{t her, 
foever, by hoftile impreffion : whether we underftand it o ee i lor. that fhe is an old finner, and hath been long time heaping up, and hoarding the 
the Idol-temple or both ( the word will beare cither ) for it was Letra es a mammon of unrighteonfusffe. 
Princes to have their honfes neare to the temples, as the ee Ju oe KG yet they foal flee away | as waters do when the banks of a pond are broken 
a ro The Age a kag Gia 2 one de oer ban the La- down: and as fith do, when the water is drawn out, or dried up: then they friggle 
I iter Capitolinus in 7 ddan £ "at, : ws fey Sine es b : E 
a E Laterane palace; William Rufus, his Weltminfter-hall, neare pi ant ; wpa ae Pi aa flee away, when their city is a roken: pug: 
the Minfter. : Stand Stand, foall they cry ] Their own Commanders, defirous to rally them: 
Verfe 7: And Huzza foall be led away captive} The Queen; fo called, be- Sebi : ce prize of them: Sed God 
caute the food firm, and was beft underlaid of any other, as was shonght, Some Pir enemies, defirous to ranfack them, and make prize of them: Se [urdi 
render it, que firma fabat, dutta eft in exilium, Shee Mabel as i as bnt none fhal look back] Or, cau(e thew to turn. Nemo poteft cos refupinare : their ; 
the kings right hand (as P/al. 45. ) which isa place both o „dignity an ” Pey: hearts are fallen into their heels, and they have much more mind to fave themfelves : 
As Chrift is at Gods righthand Pfal. 110. 1. fo the Church is athis, P/ad. 45.10. by flight, then by fight > l i 
and he hath led caprivity captive Eph. 4. 8. fpoiled hee eine and ae „Ferh. 9. Take ye the Spoil of filver, take ye the ‘fpoil of gold ] This is the voice | 
made an open fhew of them, triumphing over them in himfel € o ae IS; ven of God to the Caldeans 3 incouraging them to fallon, fith they are fure of good 
is the as happineffe : they are out of gun-fhot, more then a voty, plenty of plunder, which he here freely beftoweth upon them. In like fort 
Trinmpbers, 2 Cor, 2. 14. 4 ; ahomet the great Turk, the better to encourage his fouldiers to ftorm Conftants- 
Soe faali be brought x J whither fee would not, to take horfe ar aa goin nople, caufed ad to be made thorow Ris Camp theday before, that hee a 
Sey, a 2% Zenobia was brought in triumph to Rome in golden fetters, by would freely give all the {poil of the city for three dayesunto them, if they coe Turk. bift.345: 
+ Anrelianus the Emperour, : : Win it. And for ‘confirmation thereof, he folemnly {wore the Turks great oath, 
and ber maides foal! lead ker) Her maides of honour; The Gynecsum or Serag- &e. . 32 xa? ewan? Gia: daring and 
lio fhall fall into the hands of rude fouldiers ; and by them be burried away me pease the love of money is Aces xa? aurstau@-s faith a Father, daring | 
a farcountry. Neither is it without defert : for omne malum, Md es For there is some end of the fore] Fat plunder, aswas at Conftantinople : the 
nmen are many times meanes of much mifchief: and for their i A eee Wealth whereof, the Tarks themfelves wondered at ; and were therewith fo en- = 
men fall by ys word, and the may in - war. is Bid Sek peed Color a tiched, chat°tis a proverb amongft them at this day, if any grow fuddenly rich, to Ib. 345; 
xd mourn, Efay. 3- LI. 25, 26. even for the yes try, y - fay, H, bi : : . did they more onder e 347. 
have here aninventary, Ww hat a deale of trouble bred Fexabel in Ifrad, Cte Ys He hath been at ee Sacking of Conffantinople. Neither di €y more wi 


ac 


4 eAn expofition on Cuar. 
o4.. mes 
: ided thei y: fling fomuch, they would 
i d their folly: for that poffe : i 
eis at their > PA fo ia Eupera, for the defence of themfelves an their Coun- 
15id.345. pare Ad the like Bae iP J Heb. veffels, or utenfils of defire : 
ea, 
T AE Ti glory becaule S oe ene © maay an me 
a he f Id-ftuff. See Gen. 3L. 1, . z 
Dea riers ae ee alfo the juft judgement of heya re . 
hee a Oa ae coftly vanity, rich furniture. (Hexechia 3 p a i 
FETAN ‘hon 2.27. ) or rich attire, which is føperbie ni un, the neft o 
ar mn one ae wade apparellis natures garment ; the beft, but follies garni, , 
pride, fait ; i ae 
faith ame is empty, and void, and wafle) An elegant rice abet me 
ahead Englifhing : whereby the aa pig oe ae bes P e 
Bukab,umebu- A ars and Monarchy is graphically depainted, an Rie oe 
a ervonied Jer.16.15. The laft word rendred rafe agne : ht ig ek 
= Seen place where nothing grren ea T: om pede ratte 
f y and to the Calders, . li 
Sales ieee Co aie away immediately, oe ug = = 
ae ae aod beareth the brunt of winter-blaits unwithered. s; 
however lighted, are He eY PA frabulum habet, the feat of 
i . 
ius e a ee bofomes like. drops of water: they were cowed ont 
_ se iy een as le pairs fiall in extreme fear : the bead 
and the knees [mite together | Ge saetas E 
fe ee auheneey i Ie uch pain as befalleth women in travell, Ely A 5. 
fe Wee oy ic. 4.9, 10. the doubled form of the eerie ds i p m 
a r aee The loins are the feat‘of ftrength: whence the Latin 
the extr ; 


Matth.2 1.20. 


inle ffe men. @ pot, i.e. fuch blackneffe asis 
Elumbes. weak men, Loin L gather blackuneffe| Heb. @ pot, i. e ’ 
oe ee eta) aed Toroi wil thew heme 
Olla, lebes, 


i ifchief, there is fo great a con- 
i . Now'if for a temporall mifchief, 

aia i i iia a ga a what fhall we chink there isin wi ? e e 
sag are i ts she dwelling of the Lions; &c. | Where a a 
ee fo def icable > Leoni mortno vel mus ihfaltat. Once ee dey 
eee S ie now each paffenger can infult over it, enquire w oe a 
E i aid to rake this Lion by thebeard. God powreth ee spe ge 2 
and not be penne firength of the mighty, Job 42. 21. when oe y a er 

a anA regiment without righteoufneffe, as Mie. 3.2, 3. 

an 


devoureg of men and nations was Nimrod ( the firft founder of this Afyriss - 
ter, or de 


i fecutours, Gen. 10. 9. 
verbagainft all tyrants, and per ; . 

nee A S Ta a 17. Seach a Tiger Tiberius, (of whom yo ree, 
Sake uid hold eh histeeth on all the excellent fpirits of his time ae oe 
ak - a an the blood of Chriftians, R aya ne ct 

he ftock € j ht out, arid put to death ) Di i 
the ftock of A vee As alfo that man of finne, the er n rora 
of the ours to Boniface theeighth (who came in like a fox, ores E ak 
tke anaes to Benedié the twelfth, who when he died, had this Ep : 

1 
of him: l 

Hic fitus eft Nero, laicis leo, vipera clero: 


rei Medulla Deyins à vero, turba repleta mero. 


bift.Eaclf 
321. 


i Id foon 
for them, till they could skill to do it for themfelves ; that which they wou 


i -princes were ac- i 
ife, when once grown up. The Affyrian young k 
a A EAT om the firft: being no better then young 


: i he faid, he 
mads GUT vins, whom his Tutour Theodorus Gadareus rightly E Gites Domis iy 
mpueskéros ras Dirt kued With blood: Or, then Nera the lion; o prophecied, 


| ided prey: . 
and the feeding place of the young lens} Where the old ones provided prey 


may be the hore grieved, and them 


Cuap.2, the Prophecie of Nahum. | 4.05 

- prophecied, that of himfelf and his wife Agrippina ( bot notorioufly naught ) no : 

geod man could be born. Mali corvi, malam ovim. OF an ill breed ze c. 

ae y ji \omans, when they flew one of their tyrants toge- 
er with his young fonne. It was Maximinus, if T miftake nor. 


or hearty lion (named . 
one made them afraid. Z4 
fear, and faintneffe;: as 


latronuns, but fpelunca Cale, 
live by fame onely, time fhall triumph over it. 
God will faia the pride of all Slory, and bring into contempt all the honourable of the 
earth, Efay 23.9. So . 
` Clara fuit- Sparte, mache vieuére Af, cones: EE 
Vile folum Sparte eft, Oe sie Mina: i A n Sal: 
Ocdipodionie quid [unt nifi nomina Thebe? Ge. i 


in pieces enough for his whelps i.e. that which might 
have been enough and {pare, but that they were unfatiab] 


and flrangled for bis fi 
were commanded, bein 


8 Camd, Elizad). 
and filled his ho $ 


á ; 
les with prey, and his denne with ravine] His palaces with trea- 
fare, his coffers with cath, raked together by evil arts, and oppreflive practifes. 
What elfe was the whole Aljyria ire, buta great theevery ? Alexander the 
Great was told to his teeth, that he was the greatelt thief in the world, And was 
not Faicear fach anoth ngdomes fake right might 
be vol: and who robbe Y, for the fatisfying of his 
unlawful defire of ruledom iurely for thofe that never 
thanked them for any thing, but fou i , 
Verfe ee | Ecce me contrate: Behold T, who am of pp ecce nan 
my felf a whole Army of men, Fan znd K care both, Efay 52-12. Lam againfl excisat modo 
thee, faith the Lord of Hoftss, who have all creatures 
as Auxiliaries: and canarm 


at command if need were, Sed perterve. 
your own forces againit you, fheath your own {words fecit. . 
‘in your own bowels. Wo be to rhofe that have God againft chem. The 7 igsrine Deus feriernin 
rendreth it, Ex me tibi hoftem, Oc. . * =e 
and I will burn her charets in the Smoke, That is, faith Danews, Iwill burn all 
their munition, and farnitur tre, with a moft bitter and foft fire, that the 
ore tormented thereby. Others, by /moke un- 


derftand 


e for wa 


en 


ye Catulus Dio in Nerené 
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f : 7 ; ee oh St en i REI 
' A n Expo tton on Cuar 3. : Tt ws all fullof lies] “Onn feuds, fo the Seventy render it, fhe is Wholiy made 
406 : ent. q. d. No fooner fhall my wrath begin ee S up of fraud and falthood, mendacte: sem loguaciffima ; No truth in her private con- Sh a 
derftand the fuddenneffe of the judgement. q. peta, fo foonas ever the fla a. dais ney, wife oaia ke ‘eanfadtiors, and capitulations with other nations ; : 
; to kindle’, but I will confume them: ge barets may be alfo meant, hog . ; be chey aa o oe y conc inded, ot never fo folemnly confirmed, yet had they 
Cabin: areth to break forth, or rather, before. By cha By {moke, that is, by a fir no longer force wit 1 them, then Rood with their own profit. This was fides Ni- 
beginn edn en The H ebrew glotfe here ae cit $ the fire ofthe laft i aA ean ied reir RSet and IS now Tarcica: which will at length 
whofe fmoke is feen afarre off. See pr FAA paaa all thè lions, and lions whelps, lace per F o ‘ Sates : a ae and ae : = 
é day, as A Lapide here noteth out o fi a sf nae together with all their charrets, Ma : fies a aba n ale €, Pfal.7. 3. Liars arc commonly ee 
that is, alltyrants and oppreffours fha dux æ princeps Antichriftus, and elpe- - i Picea 4 sehen Rin fours Foie i be Dery. JE T have begusled Be man, faith oa 
pompes, and meffengers, ac imprimis Sf oft # He and his Jefxites fhall doubtleffe l ata a o S -fold, : nke 19. 9. as having wronged him no lefle, 
ially Antichrift their Captain, and Chieftain. ith brimflone, Revel, 19.20. Le. W- Dn ad rol him. we in oy go here coupled.” Violence is feldome fun. 
th fe caft alive into a lake of fire, burning Wit > dred from conning contrivance ; in thofe efpecially that hunt after Monarchy, as 
> ek rasa es f lions | ‘Thon fhalt bring forth children to Pe here ae oer ( whofe Cani and practife Was to eck out the Pelem vulia 
and the fword foall devonr thy young neni {word (though never fo young ) ey ions hi e, eh the ea rie f need were ) Jeroboam, Jens, Herod, that for, Jeli- nam Heoning 
the murtherer : and thofe that have ta a a Nettle ftings betime, an Urchin is, ae at AA fel fh ild A propounds for a poren to Princes ; celling Were. 
fhall perifh by the fword, Mat. 26. 52. fs ckward: fo fanguinary difpofitions t iein, : vac y ice i : x r not be fought after, but oncly the appearance : be- 
rough whiles young, anda Crab foon goes ba $ aes ae oi n fallely e coe That Great Elixer, called Reafon of 
will feon difcover themfelves; b7 Thon halt be no fartherterrible, f State { though falfe y fo called, untefle it be feafoned with Juftice and rath ) hath 
And I will cut off thy prey from the K La vexed and fpoiled. Of Baldwin fo ee sei, asto make copper feem gold, right wrong, and wrong 
At eronblelome to ihe aain on de fie fimul ms aledicerė reae na oe waen all pleas fail, at will fiand for good, whiles there are forces to 
4 One faith, that w ? 3 iclezwriteth,that mt : a . 
Eo live and to sail. And on RA lp acca F d, which l l = prey al ie gles Bech in booty continualiv, they fpoil and prey 
in a great diftemperature againft his repel h the great huntreffe was now under m n ae $ wi x aes me mealure. Once they feemed to “epent of their luxury 
fo often himfelf had diftempered. Nineveh the g i chen ever. Jhoy tear rece aats but now e ee 
ee ft proclaimed war, ! . orl, - pilin teems to bee made of the He rew 
iii Po thy.meffengers |] EEREN Sae Seen se or exacted seen E ae een thote murthering morfels of fin, which they mutt Fure | 
or made unreafonable rite by ae Asore, to keep people in awe, or Han, é ligen k eH a Without beiter repentance, then they were ever yet acquain~ 
. : ibutes, or publifhe will do, 2 Kag. SA : . ` : 
; fates Sceat Name, as ene acer menial dice” rae arias ehi A K Whip, si the noife of the ratling of the Wheels] A mok 
8.19. Thefe fhallall be filenced, an end ft e Sane ively IEAJ pofis or deleription, of the Chaddces coming to take Nize- 
1 veh, Lam paichra, faith Hierom, & pilure fimilis, st omnis mei Jermo fit vilior. 
= fo gallant and picture-like a reprefentation of an advancing Army, that no worde 
Of ming can come neer it. n vat is commended for his excellent expreflions futa- 
CHAP. II. l ! an di to a suns A rate ot. As when he fets forth the cutting down of trees, z 
a r ye in warre, whic y ---Son es tthe teurebess ilex: the ferrimans trade, by ---fremit ictibus eres ak 
Verle 1. Oe to the bloody city ] Ne eae and Hell of aN cas the gliding of his boat, by w-Labitur walle mah abe. ce. Bur all this 
WV one well calleth, the flaug heuG-, Warre, fignifieth mu: blood, is but dull ftuffe cu the divine Rhetorike here to be read. Let thofe that refufe to 
mond ate this prefent world, Efa 9 5: the Greek port Tala and connived at, if not coun- hear Gods E fear left they be forced to hear the zoif of the Whip, the 
FEE eee eE ena fangulasry ciy is Rewex no E onely drink Thy Eleni a ete: LR Tos aad poss. 24, 8c. The 
pange od of fain geet oF her pi children. mie w on aAA RA PE quarreli of Gods Covenant: the red horfe is at the 
= ith the blood of faints, bu hi eof thirteen yeers. E Br Manan He On sty 
Jee if Wad, a tite death of fix Popes eee ys aad Sails. who.had fome Oh 3. The sorjenazs ifreth up both the bright fword] Heb. the flame of the 
are . Pope obn the 22. (who fat Anno rai hick Pope Paxıl the third, poyfoned two mF Jrord, brandifhed againtt the Sunne, which maketh it feem flaming. Such a {word 
way offended him, and afterwards burne Bithop alfo and ohannes Baptifta Verge | » is mans tongue, thin, broad, long, and of a red fiery colour. see Pf’. 42 c. 
. 1812. 270. Cardinalls, Fulgof#s, and shige afe Th e Italians generally, as they - and od. 3. k rov. 12. 18, David cries out of this marthering-weapon in his boues, 
Spec. Enrop. rid Becgie De OARE DAN or eee e ande Sue ' rr Fob eit ees ae Wil @ Bichero tapir s and bores bats n 
blafpheme oftener then {wear fo aap Tar : witneffe that barbarous Maffacre, . throats, thofe gaping Staves, open Lepeelchres. : 
another citie of bloods is Park in Nae murthered the moft of the enet the Slirtering jþeari Heb. the Lightening of the fhear, becaufe of its brighe 
wherein they poyfoned the Qeen hei «yes x dchildren, with a sree of Ti and teift motion. thus the Prophet perpetuis metaphorss c periphrafbns luxuriat 
peerleffe Nobility of France, with i a one year, in divers parts of Hi calm. (as One faith of Apulisss) aboundeth with Rhetoricall expreflions, and continued Terk, bif, 
common people, an hundred thoufand in or arrels, within the {pace of ten meraphers. Bajazer the Great Turk, for his valour‘and skill in handling his arms 
Befides 6000. Gentlemen, flain there in private othe blood of one Abel had fo was Urnamed Gilderam, or lightening. 7 > ? 
years, as it appears by ‘the Kings a Phy brothers bleous.crieth unto me, aed shere "3 peel itade of fiain - So that it is not fulger ex Ustro, an empty 
ı Many tonguesas drops, Gen. 4. 8. t F fuch bloody Gities and States ? - Luther ren- sel Pe a bare fright onely, as a fools dagger, thatratleth and mappeth, but 
what fhall we think will be the woe o a Anftin interpreteth it of all hainous - witvout an edge, + sade bas u fern, See here the fad effect, loe the tragedy re- 
‘Aug. in Pfal dreth this Text. Woe to Sirie ned ` Bur furely if other finnes have a woe, prefented > beheld a multitude of flain, and a great number of carkafles, &c. 
s Auel me, offences, wherewith Niseveh was pollute E Job, chap. 10-15, If I be wicked, we This the Propher í paka, not with any delight, further then made for the glory of 
A fanguin. ` hanging at their heels, accordiftg to pak awitneffe, as thofe that walk in the we) , &od, and the Churches deliverance : but that hee may fee forth by this example, 
unto me sar ee a nye a j "Hab 3. 12. and remember that it was the- whac they muft look for that imitate Ninevites in their practifes ; for finne evef 
of Gain, Jude 11. See Ezech. 24. 6. : ° 
col in great city Nineveh. n l ý 


ends 


eee 
4.08 eAn Expofition on Cuar., 
Tae ee e a ee 
Miror te quo-,cndstragically : and Godis ftill the fame, as He is fet forth Chap. 1. 2.I wonder, 
ruin mores mi- faith Cicero to Ferres, that thou fhunneft not their vices whofe tearfull ends thou 
aoe Sn il artmuch afraidof. And St. Ambrofe, clofingup the fad ftory of Ahab and Jezae 
horrefceve.cic, bel whom God dehroicd for their wickednefic, Fage ergo dives ejufmodi exitum, 
Da Kabab faith he Zrembleartuch di!mall ends,and be carefull to avoid them: fuch ends ye 
Cap. fhallavoyd, if ye carefully Aie from tuch flagiticus practifes. 
and agreat numbcr of carkaffes] Heb. the heavineffe of dead carksfJes which 
lie fo thick . thar the earth feemeth ro groane under the burthen of chem. 
there is none end of their corpfis] that lie on heapes like fo many mountaines + 
as they did after the fight beeweene Amrath king of ‘furks,and Lasers Defpot 
Tark hift. 200 of Servia. which whiles Amaresh took a view of, he wastuddenly flabbed to 
daath by ahalf-dead fouidier, ftarting up from among the catkafles, 
they Bumble upon their corpfes| And afterwards, perhaps, ufe them inftead 
Lanquet: Chro. of {tooles and tables, as the Syiffers did the Thariccn'es their adverfarics dane 
1443. banqietting in the place where they won the victory. 
Terfe 4. Becaule of the multitude of the whoredomes of the well-favored harlot’ 
Specious, and therefore gracious with her paramours: ofa faire countenance, 
Cujus prater but foule condition : like Aurelia Oreflilla, that had beauty, but no good pro- 
formam nibil PTY. Chryfipps cailed beauty the flower of vertue; but that is not generaily truc. 
unguam bonus Diogenes faw cauleto fay to fome faire women inhistime, O guam bona domus,, 
laudauit.Sa- fed mals hofpes; Here’sa faire heute, butanill inhabitant. Niniveh is the wel- 
lift. favored harlot here fpoken of; her very name fignificth a faire habitation, Hica 
romeand others interpret it, fhe was indecd Vrbs formofa et famof~, feire and 
famous, but foolifà and filthy, Meretrix meretriciffima; fhe multiplied her whore- 
domes both corporali and {pir ituall; for thefe are fedome dundied: as we 
fee inthat once well-favored, but now withered whore of Rome, Rev. 17-1. 
Roma inverted is Amor, prepoltrerous love, unnaturall filthineffe is there as com- 
monly practifed, as idolatry. And as a common harlot paints and deckes 
her felt ro pleafe her lovers ; {odid Nixiveh, fodoth Rome in her pompous and 
men-pieafing worfhips: Ihave read ofa Lady in Paris, that when fhe faw the 
bravery of a Proceilion to a Saint, fhe cried out, Oh how fine is our religion be- 
pond that of the Huguenots. And Sir Walter Rawleigh was wont fay.that were 
heto chufea religion for flefhly hberty, and lafcivioutneffe, he would chufe Popes 
ry: whichis indeed an alluring, tempting, bewitching religion, none like it, 
the miftreffe of witch-crafts| Harlotsare many of them enchant effes ; and have 
their philtra, their love potions, wherewith to enfnare men, and to daw them 
on to lewdnefle, and to take away their hearts. Hof. 4.11. Ashenens brings 
in Pluto bewailing himfelf, thar he wa» taken fo much with a filthy harlot. And 
Elian telles ofa whore that boafted to Socrates, that fhe could cafily get followers 
fromhim ; nothe from her. Of Sanspfon and Hercules (whom fome think to 
have been the fame) thofe two verfes verified, 


Nam potuit lenam, potnit fuperare leanams : 
Quem fera non potit vincere; vicit hera. 


Think the fame of idolatry alfo;and if thofe forceries,whereby the purple whore 
hath deceived all nations, as St. ote (in allufion to this place } faith of het 
Rev. 18.23. For inthat book of the Revelation the holy Ghoft borrowes all 
theclegancies and flowers in the ftory of the old Teftament: thereby to fer out 
the ftory of the New in fucceeding ages. 

That felleth nations through ber whordems | maketh prize of them, as thofe 
impoftours did, 2 Tsx. 3. 6. and then make fale of them as her flaves2 Pet, 2.3. 
or otherwife ufe them at her pleafure, as homely as the whore of Babylon now 
doth thofe her flaves, and foules of men Rev. 18.13. whom fhe fits upon, even 
upon peoples, nations, multitudes and tongues, Rev. 17.315. tyrannizing over 
their confciences, and appointing them to very meane offices: as that pofture 
of hers, in fitting nponthem, iecmeth to import. 

Ferfe 5. Behold lam againft thee faith the Lord] AndIncedfay no morc; 


wert thou but fenfible of thy mifery herein. Be not thosa terrosr to me O rie 
: fait 


RO 
aa 
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ea A a e 
faith Feremiah, and then let what will elfe befall me: i 
Doe sot yous fall upon me your felvesy {aid Sampfon to his paul eon a 
tobind him: and then for the Philiftines I fhall order them well ioe ‘ore eee 
faith the good foul, Let not God fet againtt me &c. Tyrants and Oppreffours fh i = 
fure to have him thcir enemy = and this he telles them here againe and a i H 
to beat downe their vaine confidence in their greatnefe: whereby th hoe t ; 
beare down oe them. . ey eee 
And Iwill difcover thy fkirts spon thy face] i.e. Twilltu 
thy eares: and fo fhew all to, thine as dee : 2 fie Ra A 
a Daor Ela 7- 3. der. 13, 22. Exe. 16. 37. ee 
And 1 Will foew the nations thy nakedneffe which nature : 
whena man hath committed a finne, he ieee a the EE a n 
thefinne, that mother of fhame Rev. 3. 18. that the fhame of thy nakede Als ty Mon. 
may notappearc. The whore of Babylon is, and more and more fhall be ferv d à rid al 
this fort: Kev. 17. 16. Afore God, ye are all bare-toul'd faid Mr Phil ae 
Martyr to the Popith Synod, before whom he was convented. The kin 15 of the 
carth fhall make Rome defolate and naked. Luther and many other Protiene A it > 
a T Tarao, by laying her open in her colours tothe world : aie. the 
i iis oldneffe and liberty to difcover her lewdneffe, that fhe did to com- 
Axndthe kingdoms, thy parai) who thall therchence flight 
togsther with all thy policies and fuperftitions, wherby thou ony anes ig 
Werfe 6. And Iwill caft abominable filth upon thee) As they do chamber- ot 
end worfe, upon harlots that are carted. Ihave read of a heathen people shat) ic 
the aduiterers and aduleercffes heads inte the paunch ofa beaft 3 l e 
fth lieth ; and fo ftificd them to death. acai 
dni make thee vile) Confpureabo, deturpabo te, I will b 
thee tink above ground, as lorhfome caran doth ; fo Da h a 
ve long (ince complained of by one of her own fomes, that the ftench of the 
r urch of Rome was goncupto heaven. Andby another, that of gold fhe was MatParis. 
por filver, of ie iron, a iron earth, /aperefe nt in flercus abiret, and 
ere remained no morc, bu e beodori 
cordingly AE > but that fhe hould be looked upon as dung. Ac- ra i 
And I Will fet thee as a gazing-ftock "The Septuagint rendersi matt 
thers a looking-glaffe but Calvin (after R. Salana PTEE oa E Ri a 
fercus,1 will fet theeas dung, which men gladly look befide. Luther ack aoe 
it Ponam te in terriculamentua, I will make theeabug-beare, All this was do 
to Nineveh that great city: and all was done by God, not by Fate, or Fortune oF 
any neceffity of Nature, thar ftatesand kingdoms muit have their'times and th sit 
wee sie ne w Pa ruine, as Politicians dote, a Oforius'de 
_ ber, 7a Ana it foall come to pafs that all they shat look upon thee p Nobil.t.3, 
thee} Thou (hale bea very Magor-mifabib a Du to all that BTA der ' 
thee: fo that they thall decline thee and ftanda loof off. Refitient ate. the fhall 
leape back from thee (faith the/wlgar tranflation ) as if they had trod { o 
doake. Vi: fimul hominnm inores exprimit faith Gnalther, Yhis isthe ae ‘of 
molt people: they :neature friendfhip by profit, and thamefully forfake thofe in 
adverficy, whom they were wont to follow and fawne upon in profperity. David 
as eri oes dzaling, and Ovid, and many others. ree 
And fay, Ninmvenis laid wa] which molt men held impo 
locked to have feen tuch a day. 1, Rome was called Astrea, A acne vitae Sa 
the Romans once thought ‘as itis faid Dionyfius did) that the monarchy of the #6" Cum . 
world had been tied unto them with chaines of adamant. But God conte thi eee 
golden dreames by breaking their Empire, and giving up their city fix feral] S ii 
times in one hundred thirty nine yeares, into the hands of the Barbarians: who 
exercifed therein all kind of cruelty. Befides that, it is obferved that Rome fince 
e es saca by ioy enemy, but it-wastaken. The finall 
ine © 3 ed, according to that r s : 
fallenys failen: and thar other of Sibylla afore ae ee SESIR SAUN a N 
> Eid, 8, 
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An Expofition on 


Tota cris in cineres; quafi nunquam Roma fuilfes, 


Who will bemoane her? | Heb. who will move (his lips) for ber. Some perhaps 
will fhake hishead, or fhoot his bolt at her: but none open his mouth to bemone 
her. twas the juft hand -of God to fet off all hearts, and fhut up all mouthes 
from her, that had been fo unreafonably mercileffe and hard-hearted. Jam. 2. 13. 

Whence foall I feek comforters for thee] q. de So odiousthon art, that none 
willdo thee that good office: or if they would, fo calamitous thowart that no 
comfort will faten; For as to fore eyes the gentleft medicine is troublefome : 
fois comfort miniftred to fuch as are in an hopeleffe condition. The eare that 
tafteth words, as the mouth doth meat, is at fuch a time imbitered, and out 
of taft. 

Ver, 8. Art thou better then populous No? ] Heb, No Amona great com- 
countrey, and therefore populous: for where viduall and good trading is to 
be had, thither people wilirepaireapace. No(thatis Alexandria ) was the nur- 
fing mother of Egyze: and Egypt was called the worldsbarn or ftorehoufe, hur. 
reum undehanriatur Gen. 42. 1.It is called ler.46. 25. Anson de No,and Ezek, 
30. 1r. Hamon No and Verfe 14. 16. No, without any addition. This was 
the old name of this city, before it was deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar: to whom 
God had given Egype as his pay for his paines in taking Tyre. It was rcedified 
by Avexander the great, and he called it after his own name Alexandria. Amon 
it was called, for the reafons above-given. Though there be thatfech that name 
of it from Ham the fon of Noah. Theodoret will have it fo called from /apiter Ham- 
mon, whofefonne, Alexander defired tobeheld: and from whom the Egyptian 
husbandmen were called Amsmonii, and their arable Ammonia, as Herodotus write 


seth. Plutarch alfo telleth us, that the Africans worfhip an unknowne God by the 


name of Amon, that is (in their language ) Heus, t quis es? This city therefore 
is called No Amon, probably to diftinguith it from other cities of the fame name; 
as Alexandria Egypti, Cafarea Philippi, Augufta Vindelicorum, &c Lofephus 
faith that it abounded in people, and wealth: being little Iefle then Hiersfalem in 
compaffe. Thinkeft thou now © Niniveh, (faith God here) that thou 
art ina better or fafer condition, then this city once was ? but 


Tam magnum infælix nil nif nomen haber. 


Let Niniveh go to Jerufalem, to Shiloh Ier. 7. 12. and doas Scipiodid, when, be: 
holding the downfall of Carthage, he fore-faw and bewailed the like future deftiny 
of Rome his own countrey. 

That was fituate amnng the rivers] which is held the beft ficuation for profit, 
pleafure, and ftrength. 

That had the waters round about it( Theriver Nilus begirt it, (faith Strabo, ) 
but could not mott it up from Gods fire. See Pfzl. 33. 17. Prov. 21. 30. 
with the Note. 

Whofe rampart wasghe fea,and her wall was from the fea She had the Egyptian 
es on one fide,and the lake of Mareôtis onthe other, which the Hebrews called 
the Sea. 

Verfe 9. Ethiopia and Egypt were her firength] No was the Metropolis of 
Egypt,and knew no endof her power, as bearing rule over Ethiopie the f{trong, 
and Egypt the infinite ( fome read this text ) andas having all the reft of the peoples 
inhabiting Afrike and Lybia for her confederates. See Jer, 46. 9. where the 
Prophet {peaketh of fuch People as brought aide to Egypt againftthe Caldees, but 
were foiled and worfted : Of the huge armies that Ezhiopia was able to raife, fee 
2 Chron. 14, 9. and 16. 8. Egypt forher ftrength was called Rabab Pfal. 87. 
4. and 89, 1x. that is mighty‘and proud. l 

Put and Lubim were thy helpers) By Put, Hieromewnderftandeth Africa (which 
Was over anent Alexandria, the fea between)a walt continent, thrice as big as 
Esrope: and by Labim Lybia a confiderable part of that continent, fomtimes 
putforthe whole. Thefe would have been helpersto ‘No, butcould not : becaufe 

i i ` over-powred 


Cuar., 


the Prophecie of Nahum. 
over-powred by Nebachadhezzar , fent againft them by „God. Leagues entred 
into with wicked men, profit not thofe whom God will punifh. The Grecian 
Churches nno 1438. being afraid of the Turks, fent and {ubje@ed themfelves to 
the Bifhop of Rome; that they might have the help of the Latine Churches: but 
fhortly after, they were deftroyed, and their Empire fubducd; and fwallowed up in 
the Turkith greatneffe. Itis gathered by fome out of Revel. 16. 14, 15,16. thar 
.the Pope and his adherents fhall, cowards the end of the world, for the reltoring 
of his decayed authority, callin the help; not onely of Popifh Princes, but of for- 
raign States, out of Afia, Africa, and America, to fuppreffe the heretikes (as they 
callus) and to root out Religion ; bur wich evil fucceffe : for they fhall afociate 
themfelucs onelyto be broken in pieces, Efay 8. 9. thefe Auxiliaries thall {peed na 
better then thofe fubfidiarie Syrians did, 2 Sam,10«1 8,19. they fhall receive a fa- 
mous foil at Armageddon, fuch as Sifera did, at the waters of Megiddo, zdr. 5. 
19. and a voice from the throne fha!) fay; Je ss done; verf.16,17: `, ak <3 
. Ferfe 10. Yet wus foe carried away, foe Went into captivity | Whereof though 
there be no other record, yet we ought not to doube of the truth, fith itis here al- 
ledged by the holy Ghoft, as a thing either done before, or fhortly after to bee 
done, as may be probably gathered from Jerem. 46.25. Ezek. 30. 19,21. com- 
pared with Jer.20. 28. arid 44.49. To God ( by reafon of the vaitnefle of his be- 
ing )all things are prefent. As he that ftandson an high mountain,and looks down, 
though to the paffenger that goes by, fome are before, fome behinde ; yetto hit 
they are all prefent: So hère. 
her young children alfo. Were dafbed in pieces, at the top of all the firèets] A ter- 
rible {pectacle to thofe that paffed by: who were to look fur little mercy, when 
children, in whom there is fo little guile, or gall, and who are ufually favoured for 
their isnocency, and ig nofcency, met with fuch hard meafure. See the Note on Hof. 
13.16, Warreisanevil, Efay 45.7. fuch as no words (how wide {oever ) can 
, fufficiently fet forth. Belum a bellsis. f 
and they cafè lots for her honourable mer whether fo, for age or authority ; 
the dice were caft on them for flaves,as Obad. 11. A great alteration on the fuden, 
Tamberlanes coach-horfes were conquered kings. ddonitezeks doggs, feventy 
kings, gatherings crumbs under his cable. Sapores ufed the Emperour Valerian for a 
footftool. Crefas carried captive by Syris; cries out, O Solon, O Solon.Gilimer led 
intriumph by Bedifarius; Vanity of vansties, all ts vanity: and calls co him for a 
cruft to relieve him, acittern to folace him, and a fpunge to dry his eyes with. 


Guar.. 


Omnia fant hominum tenni pendentia filo: 
Et fubito cafit, que valnére, ridin. 


Henry the fourth Emperour of Germanie, after ten years reigne, was depofed ; and 
by his enemies driven to that exigent, that he defired onely a clerkfhip in an houfe 
at Spire, of his own founding ; which was barbaroufly, by the Bifhop of that place. 
denied him. Our Henry the fixth, that had been the moft potent Monarch, for 
dominions that ever England had, was, when depofed, not che matter of a Mole- 
hill, nor of his own liberty, but beaten, and wounded, “&c. to thew that mortaliry 
ís but the flage of mutability; when they thet were brought sp in [carlet embrace 
the dng-bils, Lam. 4. 5- l l 

beund in chains | not of gold; as Zenobia was; but of iron, as the word fig- 
nifieth, : 

Verfe 11. Thou alfo foalt be drunken) fe. with the cup of the wine of Gods 
wrath, fer. 25.27» thou fhalt drink, and be drunk, and fpue, and fall, and rife 
no more, becanfe of the {Word which I will [end amongst you, This isthat xoiv@- uss, 
dry drunkenneffe of them that are drank, but not with wine, Efay. 51.21. of 
them that remember their afflittion and their mifery, the worm\woed and the gall, 
Lam, 3.19. If the faints fip fometimes of the top of Gods cup, the wicked fhall 
drink deep of it, yea though it be eternity tothe bottom. : 

thou foalt be hid | Or, thos foalt lurk ; cither for fear of theenemy (who waft 
once above fear, and thine enemies below hope ) or, for fhame of thine undone 
condition. See Rev, 6. 16. Luke 23.30. Hof. 10.8. Or, thon Palt vanifh, and 
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Procop.lib.a. 
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Vandal. 


Dan. bift,189 


oe a tee 


| An Expofitien on 


An Cuar.3, 


be brought co nothing 


‘as if there never had been any fuch. Confer Obad 16. 
now, faith One who had been there, but a fepulture of 


; 
i i à 2, 
Nineveh is nothing elie 


sher feif, a litele town of fmall trade, where the Patriarch of the Neorians keeps 


his feat at the devotion of the Turk. l 

thou fhalt alfo feck, ftrenath becanfeof the enemy | Or, from tne exemie > beg help 
of them, to whom thou wouidelt once have {corned to be “beholden : or of them, 
againft whom thou baft profeffed, and practifed open hoftility. = h 

Ferfe i2. All thy jtroag-holds hall be like fig. trees ] 1 C. tam infirma ac fiy 
ficninea effent, Look how the fig-treecafteth her untimely ( or green) figges, when 
fhe is fhaken of a mighty wine, fev, 6.13. yea, though it be but of a gentie wind, 
if the figs be ripe, as here, they fail with little ado: fo fhall thy munitions, wherein 
thou truitelt. l 

they Pall cven fall isto the month of the eater | tezat is, of the Chalacar, who 
gape for thy deftruction 3 and defires nothing more then to revell in thy rilines, 
‘They thall take thy forereffes as eafily, as Tinsot Herts did rownes ; which were faid to 
come into his toyls,whiles he flept. Or,as Charles 5. who in 28. battels in Americe, 


Amali ipfius : ak aa Peeks A 
dormienten waged by his Generalls Cortez, and Pizarro wan 28. kingdoms. 


pinxeram, &c, Verfeiz. Behold thy people inthe middefe of thec are women | i e. Ferrfull and 
Plut. in Syla. faint-hearted: “Aywides tus] Ayeion See Efty 3. 12. Jer. st. 30. and AS. tt, 
Ined.to hit. And this in the middejt of thee, where they fhould be mot valiant, like cocks on 
Oe their own dung-hill, as they fay. Lo, thofe that formerly Faced the heavens, and, 
nequeenim by a Cyzlopicad-kind of impiety, (lighted God, and dared the deviltoa dueil, how 
Phryges Vire crefl-fadn they are and courageiclie, wheathe enemy is upon them: thenoilenfa 
driven leaf, atfrights them, Lez. 26. a paxich, terrour feizech upon them, as it did 
once upon the Syriaas, 2 King. 7, and upon the Imocrialitts, in the warre acaintt 
the Hufites, fo that they could not ftrikea froke: and upon the Bercesnclisne, 
who expecting a battle, thought long thiftles were launces, and turned their backs, 
with thole Ephraimites, Pfal. 79.9. It is God that pets mettle into men, thar 
ftrengthens or weakens the arm of either party, Ezek-30.24. Thee lions, as they 
are called chup. 2.12. that formerly rufhing out of Nineveh theirden, filled ir with 
ravine, tearing and fpoiling allthey met with, are now become Harts and Stagecs; 
thathave great horns, but do nothing with them, gsi: derf animis, becanfe they 
want courage: orasthole Eretrians, of whom Themiftocles faid, that they were 
like the fword-fifh, that had a fword indeed, but not an beart to make ufe 
of it, 

the gates of thy land hall Le fet wide ncn} Thy frontier townes and cinque- 


Plutarch, 


ports, thole keyes of thekingdom ; aperiendo aperient ur thall open to give the ene- 

, mie entrance; as at the fiege of Jerufalem, the iron-gate opened of it own 
accord. 

the fire fall devonre thy barres). Becaule God, who is a confumins fire, Ma! 


remove out of the enemics ivay, all obftacles and impediments: fo thatall tei! be - 


pervious, and patent to them. Fire God had threarened once before, chip. 
2. 13. and it may very well be, that the gates were fired without a metaphor. See 
verfe 15. : . 

Ferfe 14. Draw the waters, for tke fiege, &c. A mok bitter and biting taunt, or 
mock: whereby the Prophet faugheth to fcora the fortifications of the Nine- 
vites, and their diligence and providence in defending themfelves, which thal 
nothing avail them, beeaufe God will curfe their enterprifes, Pful, 127. 1, 2 
Seethe like Sarcafme chap. 2,1. In thofe Eaftern countrics there was great Icar- 
city of water. Draw thee good ftore for the berter holding cut the fiege : for if 
water fail thee, thou muft needs yeeld. 

fortifie thy fereng-bolds| But they fhall foon fail thee, verfe 12. asthe tower 


7 


Sarcafmus. 


of Shechem did thofe that fled to it, and as the ftrong-hold of Zien did the 


braving Pebufites, 2 Sam. 5. 7. It God bee again{t us, no other help can 
, relieve us, Braffe and iron can fence a man again{t a fword, but nor againft 
fire. 
go into clay ana tread the morter] viz.to make brick of. For in maritine, and 
moorifh places, where ftones are not to be had, they ufed to wall their cities, and 
make their munitions with brick. This, proud Nineveh is commanded here to Hh 
y 


` 


Cuar.3. the Prophecie of Nahum. 


by an /rony, as Theophylaé noteth: but fhe hall but labour in the very fire, take 
pains to no purpofe: for God will deftroy the works of her hands , Ecclef. 5.6. 
make flrong the brick-kilne ] Or, repair it, thac all may be ready. And thefe 
things they did no doubt very diligently : neither were they for thacco be blamed. 
But this was their fault ; as it was alfo the fault of the Jews in like cafe, Efay 22. 
that they dooked not to the Maker of all, neither bad refpeck unto him that fufbioned 
it long age. See. verfe 8,9, 40,11. This, if they had done ferioufly, though chey 
had made leffe preparation, the enemy might have been daunted, and difmayed as 
much, as that Duke of Saxony was; who having proclaimed warre againit the Bi- 
fhop of Magdeburg, and underftanding by his Intelligencers, that the Bifhop le- 
ı vied no army, made no preparation , but onely gave out, that he would commit his 
caufe to God, who would not fail to take up arms for him; /nfaniat aliss, {aid 
the Duke, It were a mad prankin me to make warre upon fuch an one as trufteth 
in God to right and revenge him. Let who will meddle with fuch a man: I 
will nor. 

Ferfe 15. There fhall the fire devour thee "| There, that is, in thy ftrong-holds, 
where thou thinkeft thy felf moft fafe. Thefefha!l be co thee pro carcere ce piftrino, 
for a prifon, or little-eafe; when the fireof Gods wrath fhall kindle upon thee, 
the fice of warre fhallconfume thee. Sec Anos 1.4. Joel 1.19. and 2 3,30. Amos 
7-4 with che Notes. Evil fhall hunt che violent man to deftroy him, P/al.140.11. 
neither muft he think to be fafe any where from divine vengeance, Amos 9. 2, 3. 
Phil. 129. 7,8, 9,10. Obad 4. which will not fuffer them to live, as thofe Barba- 
rians could tell, 4és 28.4. The Heathens, called Nemiéfis, or Vengeance, Adegseias 
to fhew that no guilty perfon could fhun it. Shufle he inay for a feafon from fide 
to fide, as Balzams afle did, to avoid the Angels fwotd ; bue at length lay down 
under iz, and fo condemned her mafters madneffe, 2-Pé#.2. 16. Running in to 
God, ts the onely beft way to efcape him: as to clofe “and get in wich him that 
wouid {trike you, doth avoid the blow. 

the jword Aall cut thee off | Ef bec vehemens plane comminatie, faith Gualther. 
This is truely a very vehement threat. See how thick it falls like hail-fhot upon 
them, that they can hardly take breath : and all too little to work upon their hard 
Pearcs, which could not repent. Thefe uncounfellablédVinevites were like the Smiths 
dog. whom neither the hammers above him, nor the {parks of fire falling round 
abouthim can awake. Like Leviathan, they elteemed iron as ffraw, and braffe aé 
vorra wood. Darts were cosnted by them  ftubble, they Linghed at the fhaking of 
the jbeer, Job 41.27, 29. It is proper to Gods people to tremble at his word, to 
judgements, whileft they yet hang in the threatnings. Wicked 


ftand in ave of his j 
men Hear, when they fhould fear; and fayin their hearts when God threateneth 
them, as Frederick the fecond, Emperour of Germany was wontto fay openly, in 
the sreatett threatning of his enemies, Afiaarnm firepits, Afinoruns crepitus. x 

fe Sll cece thee zsp as the canker-worm | Which ufeth to make quick difpatch, 
and clean work. See Poel 1. & 2. to fhear all afore it. 

make thy fef many, Heb. Ieighey with multitude: fo that the axle-trée of the 
cares may icem to groan under thy grandeur and niaflineffe. Do this thou, O 
king of Niseveh (forthe Hebrew Verb here is Matculine. ) Dothe like thou, O 
city OF Nineveh, 

make thy folf many as the Locw(t) Which hath its namé in Hebrew from malti- 
tede: becaufe, as that Legion in the Gofpel, they are many : and here the Hebrew 
Verh i Somfetve. Minifters muft lay about them on allhands ; and bee ready to 
torn themielves, as it were, into all fhapes and fafhions, both of fpeech and of fpi- 
rit, te bring people to the knowledge of God, and his will, of themfelves,and their 
slUTIOS, 

irl i. Thou halt multiplied thy merchants above the ftarres of heaven} And 
M minkeb to have a flake in fiore, howfoever the dice chance to turn. For thefe 
ricn hants were very rich, and could furnifh her with money, which is che finewes 

f miere, Befides, they traded farre and near ; and fo could give’ intelligence, 

need were, way-lay and intercept the enemies contributions that it came not 
to taen. Sue would you know, faith the Prophet, how thefe merchants will ferve 
Vor yonr greareft need > 
: Mm 3 The 


Bucholcer, 
Chronol, 


Num.22,27. 


44, 


Mufcipulato- 
Tes, 


Fol, 613» 
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eAn Expofition on Cuar.3. 
The canker-worm fpoileth and fleeth away | q.d. They will ferve themfelves up- 
on you, and then leave you in the lurch, to make as good fhift as youcan. They 
are mere canker-worms, which firft eat up all, and chen haft away. Thefe falfe 
friends, wellthey may be the caufes, but companions they will not be of your cala- 
mity : like crowes that flock toa dead carcaffe, not to defend it, but to devour it: 
and no fooner have they bared the bones but they are gone. Such falfe merchants 
as thefe hath this land been much peftered with from Rome, in former ages. 
Matthew Paris telleth us of one Florentinus, the Popes Legate here, in King Johns 
reigne, Fereatinus the wifer fort called him, for bearing away fo much money. And 
of another named Otto ( one of the Popes merchants, or rather mice-catchers, ashe 
calleth them )who after three years raking together of money, by moft deteftable 
arts, at laft departing hence, to avoid a ftorm, he left not fo much money in the 
whole kingdome, ashe either carried with him, or fent to Rome before him.- In 
the year 1235- there were {pread thorow England certain Roman canker-worms, 
called Cenrfim ( qafi capientes terfi , devouring Bears quoth Parts) whohad in- 
tangled the King, Nobles, and all others that had to deal with the Court of Reme, 
in their cunning fnares, and ufurious practifes, under colour of fupplying with mo- 
ney fuch as wanted prefent pay to the Pope. Thefe were called the Popes merchants, 
faith Speed.. 
Verferq. Thy crowned are as the locufts | i. e. thy Barons (faith Déodate) and 
great Lords, wearing diadems and wreaths, in token of digniry: fuch a Naza- 
rite ( that’s the Hebrew-word bere giyvas foleph, Gen. 49.26. becaufe feparate and 
exempt from other men, ds-@@hieGaig, Calvin Jikewife rendreth it, thy Princes: 
the Vulgar Latin, thy Keepers. Some others, thy Naxarites, or, thy religious per- 
fons, fet apart from the cgmmon fort, to pray for the cities fafety. such were 
thofe Chémarims,or Chimney-chaplains among the Jews, Hof. 10. 5- Zeph, i. 4. 
Such are the Mailers among the Turks, who call them, the religious brothers of 
love ; andthe fbaveling-Mendicants among the Papifts. Thefe locufts are, Rev.g. 
7. faid to have on their heads, as it were crowns like gold. 
and thy Captains as the great grafsoppers | Heb. as the grafhoppers of grafbop- 
pers, by an Hebraifine, like chat, King of kings, [ong of fongs,&c. The word ren- 
dred Captains, is foraigne; R, David and others render it, /mperator, Dux, Prin- 
ceps. It feemeth to be a name of dignity among the Afyrians, as Z aphnath-paaseah 
was among the Egyptians, Gen. 41.45. Thefe are called gra/hoppers, and locufts, for 
their ufele(neffe, and fearfulneffe. 
which camp in the hedges | fe. OF the gardens or vineyards, And they are faid 
to camp, inregard of their multitudes, as if they were an army of them. See Joet 
2. The Prophet caxeth here Nixeveh’s vain confidence in her confederates, and 
fuch other hanger-on, as might truly fay, 


Nos numeri fumus, fruges confumere nati. 


We are men of no great moment, fuch as Arifophanes in Plutarch prettily played 
upon, when he faid, muiu aguian ie. Quaftores,bubones. 

but when the Sun arifeth, they flee away | So thefe trencher-fiies, when they 
have ferved their own turns upon thee, and now fee the tempek of warre growing 
on amain, they worfhip the rifing Sun, keep them elves on the warm fide of the 
hedge, leavethee to fhift as thou canft, and feck out for themfelves a better fore 
tune. 

Verfe 18. Thy focpherds flumber, O King of Affyria] This Apoftrophe to the 
king is emphaticall. He is given to know, that his Nobles, and Officers, Mich.5. 
4, 5, 6-,and 7,14. his Councellours of State, and greateft Politicians, fhould bee 
benighted, and not know what counfell to give, or courfe to take. Or, they flum- 
ber, that is, they are dead, as Pfal. 76.6. And this is more agrecable to that which 
followeth : 

thy Nobles fhal! dwell in the duft | The Vulgar hath it (epelient ur, fhall be buried. 
Others, jacebunt, fhall lie on the ground, like beafts, through fear and confterna- 
tion of mind, 1 Sam.28.20. Then Saul fell Praightway all along on the earth,and 

Was fore afraid. 
iby 


Sm. 


‘the Propbecie of Nahum. 


ey 
thy people ss fcattered upon the mountains’| Diftufed and difp 
as fheep without a fhepherd, whereof none being wifer then ot 
reth them, into the fheep-coats of better order. 

ı Verfe19. There is no healing of thy bruife | Clades & traces tua i is 
Thy difeafe is defy perate, thy condition comfortlieffe : te Fat VER E 
ed. When God {fmiteth his own people, it may well be asked as Efay 27.7. Hab 
he {mitten him, as be [met thofe that {mot him? Or, is he flaiz according to the 
flaughter of them that are flain by him? Surely no: there is a manifett difference 
Hee hath torn, faith the Church, and he will heal ws: kee hath (mitten, and bee will 
bind us np, Hof. 6.1. Hence that diftinction of punifhment, or pain, in condem- 
nastem, Ó corrigentem, in penam vinditte, © panam medele. Afili@ions and 

p temporal} evils arein the nature, to the wicked of a curfe, to the godly of a cure ; 
to the former, mortall ; tothe latter, medicinall, hex the wicked [pring as rafe, 

H a A the ne of Sunt do flourifh, it is not for any good will che God 

eareth to them : butit is, £ Z 7 7 

EA it is, that eney hall be deftroyed for ever, Pfal.92.7. See the 

thy Wound is grievous | Not onely incurable, but full of anguifh i 
uifh int ; 

Thus, many forrows [ball be to the wicked, Pfal. 32. 10. and yet al eae fey fae 

here, T a E A ae a omir che great ftormeinhell : or asa crack 

preceding the fall of the whole houfe upon them: Theleav g 

ee hone p aves only fall on them here; 

all that hear the bruit of thee foall clap the hands, &c.] As rejoyci i 
hes f thee 5 Ce joycing at thy ruin 
and fub{cribing to Gods juft judgement upon thee: they fhall ake H this Pue 

o EN eo ea ri ‘fee fhe the oppreffour ceafed ? the golden city ceafed? 

The Lord hath broken the ftaffe of the wicked, and. th 

zy rte — 5 e fcepterof the rulers, Oc. 

or upon whom hath not thy Wwickedneffe palfed continnally? | Thy wicked: 
that is, thy wicked counfels, edicts, enterprizes, have A ag ae 
near for miichicf to many Nations? and this not fora little while, but jagiter 
continually? It hath been thy conftant trade from thy youth up (neque enim nova 
oft ase anpera bec tua crudelitas ) to waft and weary out other nations, with thine 
inrodes and hoftilities. Thy deftruétion therefore is of thy felf, O Nineveh: the 
infultations, and complofions of others at thy mifery, is no more then thou haft 


Cuar.3. 


erfed abundantly: 
her, zo man gathe- 


, merited. Os quod in forte twa ceciderit, illud rodas, asthe Arabian prove i 
l t, iM rb hath it. 
_ Bear the reward of thy wickedneffe,which is now come home to eee Thy wicked- 


neffe isthe root of thy wretchedneffe: this the Propher here repeateth, and incul- 


cateth in the perclofe ; that he may leave it as a fting in the minds of hi 
Gualther well obferveth. : . OETAN 


A Com, 


gis 


ne ca eT ee en ge aa 
*  Crap.t. the Prophecie of Habakkuk. 417 
which proves the Canonicall authority of this prophefie. The precife time when 
it was uttered, isnot known. Jn the dayesof Manafeh, moft think : but fome are 
of opinion, in Jofad’s timerather, or not long before: becaufe he foretellech the 
sabylonith captivity, and feemeth to agree with Jeremy in many things. Sure it is, 
tiiat this Prophet lived not after the captivity ( fee verfe 6. 7. of this chaprer ) as i : 

I pippanizs and Hierom would have it: grounding upon thofe Apocryphal additi- Pike 
ons to Dazie/, which either are falfe, or clie there were two Habakhuks, i 
Ferf. 2.,0 Lord, how long fhail I cry, and thou wilt not hear ? | Lo, this is the 
confidence of a good confcience towards Cod, 1 Per. 2. 21. when itis parlins with , 
him by prayers, and vold interceftions, 1 Tim. 2.1. it dare plead, as fer.t2.1. % 
and interrogate, as Kom. 8. 33,3-4,35- Efay 62.15. and expoftulate, as David 
often: when God feemsto be afleep, he wakes him: when co delay, he quickens 
him: when to have lott his wonted kindneffe, he finds it for him; fo doth Ha- 
batiek here + for he knew he might do it. See his holy boldne/fe beneath, verfe 12, 
and learn to continue inftantin praver, Rom.12,.12. crying, Owonfane Domine y Bezain vita," 
how iong Lord ? This was Mr. Calviss Motto; ever in his mouth, as Deo Lra- : i 

tin was, in ziafiins. 
even cry ost vento thee of violence | i.e. OF all forts of hainous finnes, which I 


& ; have jong cryed out upon, and fought by preaching and prayer to redreffe, but can- 
not; foincerrigibly flagitious are they grown, that I have now no other way left, 
but ro turn them over to thee, with a Won convertentur, They will noc be converted. 


Shall they fll cfeape by iniquity ? Ve thine anger caft down the people, O God: and 
Upon the Prophefie of lec them feel the power of thy wrath, that will not fubmie to the fcepter of thy Pfal.s6.7. 
ingdom. Thusthe holy Prophet ( Eias-like, Rom. 11. 2.) maketh sntercestjon 
i t God againit Hrael (when once incorrigible, uncurable) for whofe fouls health he i aries 


K would have fpent, and been fpent. 
H A B j ~ Ferfe3. Way doft thou bew me iniquity ? &e.) Thele were Bazai's to Habal- 
ker eyes, he could not fee them with dry eyes, he could not but vex his righteous 
- = foul from day to day, as Lot did at Sodom, with their unlawful! deeds, 2 Per. 2.8, 
privately committed, ( as here in their common commerce ) and. publikely, as in 
G HAP. I. the next words, in Courts and Confiftories: for all was out of order. ) 
and carle meto behold grievance | Moleftation and mifchief done to thofe that 
H E burden The Propheticall burden , faith the woukl Hve peaceably in the land ( Confer Pfal.7.14,16. and 94. 20. and 55.11.) 
Chaldee Paraphraft : the bardenoss propheyic faith to the poor that are fallen into their nets, debts, bunds, and morgages, Pfa? 10.9, 
Tremeltivs. See the Noteupon Mal. 1. 1. Itisasif the Prophet fhould fay; Why doft thou not punifh thefe enormous pra- 
which Habakkuk the Prophet did fee | Amplexa Giles, but fuffer evil-doers to abute thy long-fufferance, to chy difhonour ? Aver- 
ator ille, That Embracer, ( fo fome interpret his rees the Philofopher, drew an argument from Gods patience to deny his pro- ln Pful.go 
name ) yea, Optimus Amplexator ( asthey gather vidence. Bue what faith Azfixe? Some wicked, God punifheth here, let his cae 


t 


O R, 


from the laft Radicall emphatically doubled ) That ` providence; and but fome, left his patience, and promife of judgement fhould be 

beft Embracer. Et certc omen cd eet 7 en es in ton - bef or ew = r i 

i : Luther writeth ) in this Prophefie he loveth, or (poling and violence are before me regione m:i vaflatio G violentia, fo 

and T seth eH tate ta cancer ne : ea A and R them, asthe that mi look befides them, Icannot but complain ofthem. Eliss, and Jeremy 
ERE her crying babe, to ftill it. Hierom and Others, make Habakkek to ; were more paflionate, ! King, 19. 4, 10, 14 jer. 15.10, and 20.14. | 

fignifie Ludtatorem amplex ftringentem, a Wraltler, that by clofing ftrives to pre- _ and there are that vaife p ftrife and contention] Thefe are Satans feeds-men, and 

vail; that by might, and flight feeks to get the better. Such aQne was faceb, kindle-coals. He is an unquiet spirit, and ftrives to make others fo; loves to fithin 

frag whole wraftling was by weeping, and his prevailing by praying. Such another troubled waters, doth all he can to fet one man againft another, that hee may prey Greg 

is was Habakkake who argueth earneftly with God about the ftate of his people, upon both : as the Mafter of the pit fuppeth upon the bodies of thofe cocks whom 
and prayeth ardently for them ; not doubting but chat the Lord would preferve the he hath fet to kill one another . _Benot make-bates, feeds-men of fedition. 

3 faithfall, and plentifully reward the proud doer. A Prophet heis here ftiled, and 4 Ferfe 4. Therefore tke law zs flacked | Definit lex. An elegant, Meraphor from 

e Ser and that’s allis faid of him: nothing of his pedegree, or time of prophefy- the pulfe, which in a dying man beateth faintly. The law is the pulfe of the Com- 

3 


ing; that the Word (and not the man ) might be glorified, Act. 13. 47. Regis epi- vmon-wealth, If it ftirre not at all, the Common-wealthis dead. If it bave but 
fia acceptis, faith Gregory ; When a kings letters are brought to his fubjects, it flow motion, the Common-wealth is weak. But if it keep an equal! courfe, the 
i a adicion thing for them to enquire with what Pen they were written ; "tis Common -wealth isin good conftitution. ‘Lex Zax, the law isa light, faith Selomon: 
the matter muft beminded. Sohere. A Prophet, Habakkuk, was ; and is therefore but the deluge of fin had well-nigh put out this light in Ifrael ; who was now grown 
Seen ae : ceived hea- in a manner lawleffe, through long impunity 
into our hearts, ifwe look for a Prophets reward. He receive } effe, g g impunity. i ; 
to bereceived b and judgement doth never go forth | Or, it goeth not forth to the utmoft, to vi- Via ci 


: 5 dif i 26.19. That 
ons, whereunto therefore we muft not be difobedient, .4é. 2 ju J i j i ade: 
weni ory: itisnot carried on toa right upfhot, as the Septuagint, and Latine ren- * 7° 


is, Thej ll live by faith, is more then once made ufe 
memorable fentence of his, The juft fhall live by fai ty Gale 3: 1h ie ae 


i i bufineffe of Juftification, Rom. 1a I i 
EUREO a a P which forthe wicked doth compaffe about the righteous | As a crown compaffeth the 
à head: 


Mer, 
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Cuar.. 


aa eae Se ne 
ioe doe Se : im co his hurt. The children of this 
a hiai r nteth him to his hurt. 
: Urronndech and circumver foun ee : 
bee e ia their generation Gc. The Midianites ove wirted the Mraelites 
wor be 


T fees L jai Saviourto enfpare him: but were 
Nam. 25. 18. The tharifees Lemmed in our 


difappointed. 


xt moss- 
“WALI. 


Gualtd, 


Tuk. Hifi. 
pref. te the 
Reader. 


Turk, hift. 


132., 


1g Jat at proceedeth| Diftorted judgement. So Ezek. 9. 9. 
sheref seat oag jee that is of ( se pat oe shi as K imchi expoundeth 
the city was 4 rned from the biaffe: the ballance of juftice Was tilted onthe one 
72 a isi 2 1. A judge isto retaine the decency and gravity of thelaw : to 
Lae ots F artiality UF popularity; to proceed, not according to opinion or 
ein But as a juft law is an beart without affection, an eye withoutluft, a 
A e E M paffion &c. fo fhould he. Elfe wrong and wrefted judgement will 
Toon ea. to the prejudice of the righteous. i 
i p % Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and Wonder m; DN 
ley der, Wonder. This is Gods anfwer to the former expoftulation, w ie 
eae nor, but incourageth the reft of his people to the lixe holy ue ja 
eee ineth a romife to the Prophet and the reft that were like affecte , i a c 
ate th rth F odicaté his glory andbe avenged of the wicked, thong : ore 
fone wil kihen ‘This that he may the better afflure, He proceedeth by an elegant 
ERE h rein his fpeech getteth ground and arifeth higher and higher, that 
rau) ‘one might be the more afleted. Behold ye defpifers So St. ee aa the 
h vee int ( whofe tranflation, he here followcth as moftreceived, and moft ma- 
ki A urpofe) 44.23.41. the fente being one and the fame. Pe 
Tel. il r ig work in your dajes) This phrafe noteth the ftrong intention a 
ee atts ler, 18. 18. to devise devises noteth itrong plotting to ene 
seer Br Chiift is faid to work a work Job. 5. 36. many do ae pla} 
ili ie voides "then work them. This isnot God-Lke. Heis ferious and throug 
i ? 
. ai za not beleeve, though it be told you) But put cffall,as thofe in the ae 
did, wi haGod-forbid: and fo goon in fin,. till wrath come apon you to the 
sen To this day, we cannot get men to beleeve the oe gach ae 
ilett in the threatenings: but one put-oif or another the et, 
pa u adalen; : obftinacy of lee Law, 3.65. next unto which fclloweth, 
ach ce Pp pase Lraife np the Chaldeans, P ae o bafty l son 
l e anciently the Philofophers of the Babylonians: hz ylen avi 
3 aes of the Affyrian Empite ; i a i ns r ve a aie oe he 
jramis and by her called Babylon ) as Suid. noteth. 3 
SoMa clit, Balj raled by Prefects. : One of whom, vs ee Heh 
dan ) rebelling againtt E ar-haddon King of Niniveh, tranflated the whole king 


dome to the Babylonians, ufing the help and connfell of the Chaldeans, famous ` 


i i i ho 

ir wi eand authority: which yet was not cone without the Lord w > 
i ae and eal oe a asia eek r an A rere 
rellof his covenant. Jn like manner God hath in chefe la F cee 
jeter and hafiy nation, bitter and bloody, hafty an $ 
Toe ree Be Ep ae ihe ie ina eee Ha ba 
i es to their Empire. encethe Jews arc i 
ee among the heathen what haveck the Chaldeans pan ae 
that is, fhould fhortly make by overrunoing Syriz, the greater part n ei 
and fome part alfo of Africa. In the greatnelle of the Turkith | on Ra 
lowed upat this day both the name and Empire of the iss pa glo 
rious Empire of the Greekes, the renowned kingdomes of Macedonia, i P an. 
fis, Epirus, Bulgaria, Servia, Bofina, Armenia, C. e DP: in 
dea, Tunes, Argeirs, Media, Chaldea, witha great pait O anger) 5 ee 
of the Perfian kingdome, and all the Churches and places fo ae sar co 
{cripture ( the Reman only excepted, which yer he daily Miers a) ~ | janes 
fo much in Chriftendome, as far exceedeth chat which is thereof at this 5 5 ie 
In fine, no part of the world isleft untouchedby the Othoman sea Aen 
America only; notmore happy in her rich mines, then in that fhe is oi e 
{o great and dangerous an encmy. The King of Spaine, ofall other Princes ine 


Cuapr.t. the ‘Prophecie of Habakkuk. 
metan or Chriftian that border upon the Turk, is beft able to wage war with 
him. How far and with what bitterneffe and haft he hath carried on his Catholike 
Monarchy, is better known then thatit need here tobe related. Q. Elizabeth 
put a ftopto him. Captaine Drake and his fouldiers when they took Sando Do- 
mingo Anno. 1585. ( where his arms wereto be fe 


infcription, Nox fufficit orbs ) derided his avarice and ambitions: but the poor 
Indies groanc heavily under his cruelty: and -Grynens commenting upon thefe 
words that bitter and hafty nation, Tribsuntur illis duo, faith he, Two things are 
here attributed to the Chaldecs bitternefle, and {wiftneffe in undertaking and 
difpatching conquefts : guibas dotibus \beros noftra etate praeditos, proh dolor, e xpe- 
rimur, this by wofull experience we find now adayes too much verified of the 
Spaniards. 


Verfe 7. They are terrible and dreadfali] Or, 
ants called Emims Dent. 2.11.Gen, 
» putant at Paris, who would necdes 
phifter, noz minorem eam appellation 
atici taking it for as great an honour, as tobe a Conquerour. 
their judgement and their dignity foall proceed of themfelves] i. e, They fhall do 

as tbey liit; their luft fhall be thcir la 


W, Pellitur ¢ medio fapiemia, vi Leritur res. 
Sec Pfal. 12. 4, 5. Exod. 5- 26 Thefe Chaldeans will be their Own carvers : 
miniftring law according to their own pleafures. The ho 


this nation (now bafe and obfcure) fhall grow up and app 
Verfe 8. Their horfes alfo are {wif 
for their fwiftnefle: whence the proverb Panther velocior. The horfe is fo fwift 
@jn fervice, that the Perfians (as Paufanias hath it 
the Sun ; as the fwifteft creature to the fwifteft god. See lob, 41. 20. Prov, 21.31 
and are more fierce then the evening wolves] Heb: 
they have been held hunger. bit, and em 
lib. 9. ver. 59. &c. Oppian: lib. x, 3. 
him(clf ) isa wolf, nay a devill to another. 
pet {words, which quickly cut, 


~ and their horfemen fhall Spread themfelues} with incredible {wiftneffc, 


war is moft neceffary and ufefull, as falus Cefar experienced, and we i 
commotions. l 

and their horfemen fhall come from Jar) The Jews were fecure of 
as being far remote : but that fhall be no hinderance. 

they fhall flee as the Eagle that hafteth to eat) 1n fingulis 
Drufias, Here cach word hath its waight: for he t 


faid to fle, and the Eagle is fwifter of flight then any bird, and efpecially when 
fhe hafteth to eat. Of the Eagles fwittnefle why and whence, See Ambrofe 
Hexam: l. 1,6. 14. i 


Ver. 9. They foall come all for violence] 


that by force and violence they may 
carry allbeforethem. Fit via vi, Cedit viribus equam. They are fèt upon’ and 
will have it fo. 


their faces foall Sup ap as the Eaft-wind] that ventus urens exiccans, the 
fhall blait all they look upon: Esroclydon-like, they fhall overturn all Ag. 27. 
14. Navigantium peftem the Mariners mifery Pdiay calleth this wind, for the hurt it 
doeth by fea. Some read it, Their Faces foad look towards the Eaft, viz. towards Ba- 
bylon, whither they carry the booty they get. 
and they foall gather the captivity as the fand] So many fhall be their captives, 
and fo little accounted of, as the duft or fand they tread upon. Thus the Turks 
carry out of Hungary and other Chriftian countries neer unto them, innumerable 
Ooties and captives, 15000. atatime. And fothe Spaniards, when they had 
taken the Ifland Hifpaniola in the Indies, within a few moneths they rid it cleane 
of the inhabitants and natives, whileft they gathered unto themfelves captives and 


horrible Such as were thofe y- 
14. 3. and far more formidable then that Dit- 
be ftiled Horribilis $ ophifta, the Horrible So- 


more fharp fet, after that 


Homo homini lnpus, One man (leftto , 
The Metaphor 1s here taken from fhar- 47° 


which in ay 
n our late 


the Chaldeans, 


verbis pondus eff, faith 
hat haftech on his 


flaves. 


Verfeto. And they foball fcoff at the kings] Heb. He Srall feof, ine. N ebuchad- 
nexzar fhall, and that noto 


; g Hithpael uoïat 
nce only, buc often: fhail makea praĝife of it, as affiduamillafe 


the Hebrew word fignifieth. Thus Adonibexek dealt by the kingshetook: the ~ ,onem, 


Phiiftines 


419 


eo Do- nbd Elifab, 
en inthe town-hall with this mR 


emratzs (faith Vives ) quam Africam aut Afi- P pig E 


nour alto and dignity of /p/4 fibi judi» 
cere. cabit, et decree 
ifter then the leopards | Or Paxthers, famous pare 
decreto fuo ex- 
) dedicated him to their god eqetur, Sic 
Symmachus 
` Kide Plin. lib, 
8.cap. 17. and 
pty all the day long. Sec Virg. eneid, lib. 1, c. 10. 


cap. 13. 


‘ 


T Ta'e 
AOITO Tha 
Asor 
TATE Fe~ 


Way is Job. 9, 26. 


Lib, 2.0, 28, 
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——— 


oe eee Se 


Philiftines by Sael 1 Sam. 3%. Nebuchadnezzar by Zedeksah Ier. 25. and 29. 


$ f ah oor eee 7a iou diluieed withinanes hope in God. If! he everlaftine {a 
= ) kings of Egypt, Tyre, Arabia, and others whom he and why ar thou difguieted within ı p od. JF hee be everlafting fo 
a : A Ea eae i F r Jas Ti B ajaxet, or thofe other captive thalt chou, IF he be thy Ged, and thine Holy One, thine in an inviolable coven 


ings ufed as horfes, to draw his charret. How much better Evil- 

Se e Can of the inftability of all humane affaires )tifted up the 

head and {pake to the heart of his prifoner Pehajakin king of Judah me 52. 31, 

Cyrus who honoured bis c aptive Cre/zs, and madehim of his cate 2 A neither 

Hered. ashe leffe iuriched by the good counfell Cref #s gave him, then by all the wealth 
he had from him ) Our Edward the third,who having the king of Scotland and the 
French king his prifoners here in England both rogether at one time, gave them 


ina league detentive, and offentive, fhalt thou die? Lo ramyth , Thou fhalt nor 
die, (fu tome fay, this cext was anciently read ) Zo Namuth, We will not die. So 
the Church promifech her felf upon the former promifes : and fuch an anfwer thee 
receiveth in her own heart to her former prayers. And whereas it might be obje- 
ced, that they were likely to be lictle berter then dead in the Babylonith captivity 
(tor Aor:is babet vices gae trahitur vita gemitibes, an afilicted life. isa lifeleffe 
life) the Prophet anfwereth ; ; 


Speed. J : 2 » holding royall juitsi O Lord, thon baft ordained them for jedgement | i. e. the Chaldeans rOn- 
ftateiy aae E prinealy pane, pp Heke royal iliran prefiours ) for punifhment, fordeucicn to burn thy red, when OU 
ug aed pana aliri yato them) Through the juft judgement of God, with whipped thy c hildren. See Exod. 9. 16. 
and t ays = Pro. 3. 34. thatis, faith Rabbi Levi, freit et aliis fine lst- aad, O mighty God, (Heb. O rock ) thor kaft cftablifoed them for correction Heb. 
Bene ed E mock them ia ther mifery, who in profperizy {coffed at thou haf founded them, fe. thy people Ifrael: thou haft thereunto appointed them, 
dibriohe maket EI ier be hen Now sherefocebe not ye mockers, left your bands a Thef.3.3. thou haft both founded and fitted them for chy fatherly chaftifements 
thofe that were better re y- who are therefore ckaftencd of the Lord, that they may not be coadimacd with the 
be wed aes ae say asthat which cannot long hold out againft world. See here the different kinds, and ends of good and bad mens fofferings. Te 
they foall dertae then idthey, when God brcaketh the barrs and fetteth open the hath been noted before, thar Alinighty God as he is Piorsam rupes, a rock of refuse 
theii aflaults, how fhou d T> Pro.21.30 ' to the truely religious, fo he is Rrorsm Scopules, a rock of revenge, to dafh in 
ates to them Am.1.5.an 9.3. Pro21.3 AP PEIEE and ramparts, take pieces the impenitent: as Valer, Max. faith of L. Caffius his tribunall. 
T : for they hall heap daft and take KARS en oy g uP ie A a Ferfe 13. Thos art of purer eyes then to behold evil | fe. wiil i 
WRT a with uch eafe, as if they were in fporr. The Turks have their 4/2pi on en Eee te Z Jé with patience, and 
317. it KAE am they make no great reckoning, bet to blunt the {words without punifhing ic. ‘This } am right fure of: and therefore cannot but conclude, 
co ) 


that thou wilt take an order with our oppreffours, thou wilt one day pay them home 
far the new and the old, though fora time they rufle, and reveli in our ruines. 
S ve tne : ` 7 . 
God, as he is Ensoruru@, All-ye, neither can we be at any time from under his 
view: io EyerSecs txdizov tunas He hath an Holy eye, that cannot behold evil, and 
bear with it. Hence chat of Jofouch to the peopie, crap.24. 19. Yecaanor ferve 
the Lord, fe. unletie ye firi throw all your Iufts out of fervice : for hee is an holy 
‘ees as z. S ` . 7 K = . ” 
Goz, ke ee jealons (cod : be well sot Sorgive Jour tranfgrefions, wor jour Fanes 
Now therefore, iF Cave, fpectat Cato, "was fuch a forcible watch-word amone rhe 
x - . epa 7 DA 
Romans, anda Retentive from evil; Take heed, Caro fecth you, and will punifh 
you; How much more fhould this prevail with Chrithans, Carve, vider Dominus, 
Take heed, che Lord beholdech > 


of their enemies, and to fill up ditches with their dead bodyes, that they may the 
he town or fort, which they would takes — ON 
aor i “Then foall bes mind chaage| Forthe worle: in pejes proficiet, his 
, good and his bload shall rife together, asthe proverb hath it: he fhall be pufc up 
with his victorics. 


Luxuriant animi rebas plerunque fecundi. 


i i i . Iob 15. 25,26,27. 
' compaffeth profperous perfons as a chain P/a/. 73. 5, 6 eee 
fee aves are lifted a with their fucceffes, as a boat that rifech with the rifng of 
the water. Evagrivs noteth it for a fpeciall commendation of egies i 
Empcrour, that notwithftanding his great profperity, he retained his ancice: Ne pecces, Dens ipfe vider, bouns sAngelns afar, Ce. 
ape f modefty. Prid: wassen- 
ind he hall paffe over) Or tranfereffe all the bounds of modefty. D 
eienely dpe with threccrownes on her head. Upon the arh was m 
Tran{cendo, upon the fecond Nen obedio, uponthe third Perturvo. Lavid callct 
icked men Effraétores breachemakers. Bac 
pe offend ae this his power tohis god | Bel, or Iupiter Belus. T his eee 
wickedneffe witha wimeffe ; thusto transterr the glory of victory due to a 
alone, uponan Idol. When Nebuchadnezzar offended in this fort, God pa 
hima grafing, till he had learned better, Dan. 4. 37. For, be the gods ne 
heathen goodfellowes faith One: the true Godis a jealous God, and wili n 
fhare his glory with another E/ay 42. 8. i ; 
Verfe ve one not thou from everlafting, O Lord my God ? | Artthou por J 
hovah the #achangable, and fhall we poor fons of Jacob be utterly sone ia 
Mal 3.7.  thefe Cha'dees? Art notthou my Ged, my adex © Vindex, who halt 2 e p 
a: . judged and revenged my caufe ? and wilt thou now abandon meto A : 
Tuchan enemy ? Art not thou mine Holy One, whom I have hitherto fanctifte z 
mine heart and life Efay. 5. 16. and whom Ihave avouched for mine meh on 
17. denoting my felf wholy to thy feare and fervice ? Art thou not al : 9 e 
more then this, faith the Prophet, in the name and behalf ofthe Church here 
Il chen: i a 
es. Jhal! not die] I am confident, and dare be bold to fay it. Loe here a >i 
umph of faith, andjthe rop-gallant of it, We fhallnot die, ( feith fhe) abrup ly 
| but fweetly that’s fure enough. She drinkes to the difconfolate eee : ara 
| l Nepenthes, and faith, Courage my heart ; Why art thou caft down, O my Cae 


Surely, as they were wontto fay ac Rome concerning cowards, that they had nothing 
Koma in them: fo may it be faid of fuch as ftand nor in awe of Gods pure eyes. 
and dreadfull prefence, that they have nothing Chiriftian in them, whatever they 
pretend : fich it is every godly mans care, and comfort to be in the fear of thi Lord ` 
all the day, to walk evermore in the fenfe of his prefence, and light of his coun- 
tenance. 

and canff not look on iniquity! Heb. Aad ro lool: on iniquity thon canfi not doit, 
Lo, this is one of thofe things that God cannot do: as be cannot he: hee cannot 
die, hecannot deny himfelf: fohere, he cannot look On iniquity, /e. with appro- 
bation, or delight. He cannot but hate it: and (as the next thing to hatred, isre- 
‘venge ) he cannot but punifh it, fuch is the holineffe of his nature, Pfud. 5. 4 5,6. 
He hateth finne naturally, as we hate poifon for it felf: and therefore lec it bein a 
toad, or in a Princes cabbin, we hate it ftill, Nevertheleffe, it muft be remembred. . 
for our comfort, that like as we hate poifon in a toad, but pity itina man, becau‘e - 
in the one it is their nature, in the other their difeafe: So tinne, maketh wicked men 
the object of Gods hatred, but the faints, of his pity: and accordingly, he chatti- 
feth the one, but plagueth the other. ; i . 

Wherefore lookeft thon npon them that deal treachcronfly ] And yet, fuch is thy to- 
lerance, feemeft to take no notice of their trefpaffes, and treacheries ; which E am 
fare thou hateft with a perfeé& hatred, Here then the Prophet di/cept.se potius fecsm. 
quam cum ipfo Deo, faith Calvin, contefteth, rather with himfelfthen with God. a- 
boutche ordering of thingshere below. He doth not queftion the divinesprovidence, 
becaufe good men fuffer, bad men profper, as striftotle did. Hee doth not fay 

Na with 
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Qui tacet cone 
fentirveuiderur 


Panfan, 


Sejanus fibi 
Sacrificabat. 
Deo. 


Virg. Æneid. 
libio. 


eAn expofition on 


with Pompey, when difcomfited by Cefar, that there was a mift, at leaft, over the 
eye of providence: foblaming the Sun becaufe of the foreneffe of his own blear 


Crap. 


eyes. Hee doth not impatiently cry out with Brees defeated, "aTAiwov ETD 


wretched Vertwe, or, O hard fortune. But he modeftly expoftulateth with the Lord 
about his proceedings, having before juftified him: and now dareth not reprehend 
what he cannot yet fo fully comprehend : but putting his mouth in the duft, conch- 
deth with David, after fome confli&t with his own doubtings, / know, O Lord, that 
thy judgements are right, and that thou in Saithfulneffe ( non ad exitinm, fed ad 
exercitium, and that thou mighteft be true tomy foul) haf afflidted me, Pal, 
119. 75- 

A slaef thy tongue ] And fo, by filence, feemeft to confent (as the Civili- 
ans rule is) but chou feemeft fo onely, P/il. 50-21. Or, Art thon deaf? Nor fo 
neither, Pfal, 50, 3. 

when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous then bee} i.e. The 
Chaldees deftroy the Jewes, which were fome of them better then they: and the 
reft were therefore the worfe, becaufe they ought to have been better. The truth 18, 
none are fo bad as they that either have been good and are not ; or that might have 
been better, but would not. 

Ferfe 14. And makeft men as the fifbes of the fea ] that are eafily drawn out with 
hook or net. So doth Nebschadnezzar with little adoe, bring whole Nations 
under his power, and pleafure. Here therefore, faith Drufius, Nebuchadnezzar is 
the fifher, the world isthe fea, men are the fithes, the armies and arts of the Chak 
dees, are called the net, drag, hook, tothe which Nebuchadnezzar afcribed his vi- 
ctories, and not to God. Whereas he fhould have written upon them, asthe Am’ 

' cients did upon their greateft exploits, ©c3s, Os3s, and have faid, as Titws did, when 
fome cried him up for his facking the city of Jerufalem; Z onely lent mine hand te 
God, Who did the work by me. , 

as the creeping things | Or, the leffer fithes: for in the fea alfo are creeping things 
innumerable, P/al. 104.25. See Levit. 11. 46. 

that have no ruler over them | toright and revenge them: and are therefore de- 
voured, the leffer by the greater, without remedy. And what will men imagine, 
but that thy people have no ruler over them, no God to take care of their com- 
fort, or to protect them from their enemies ? How will they conclude them to be 
in as bad condition, as thofe of Braji/e, who are faid to be, Sixe rege, fine lege, 
fine fide, Gc. Or, the old Nomades, [ub regio Cyclopico ? 

Verfe 15. They take up all of them with the angle] No leffe then all will ferve their 
turns, or fatisfie their ambition: as weread of Alexaxder, who wept chat there 
was but one world for him to conquer : Fulivs Cefar, who would be ant Cafar, ant 
nullas: this Nebuchadnezzar in the text, fitly compared toa greedy fifher-man, 
who could with to enclofe , and catchall the tifhes inthe river, Covetoufnefte is 
boundleffe; and ambition rideth without reins. The curfe of unfatistiableneffe, 
the difeafe of a fpiritull dropfie, is upon all carnall hearts : fo that though one man 
fhould ingroffe a Monopoly of all the wealth in the world, and heap up his hoards, 
and his honours to the ftarres: yet would his heart be as hungry after more, as if he 
had nothing. 

therefore they rejoyce and are glad | Thisis worfe then all the reft, that they pleafe 


and applaud themfelves in their wickedneffe, that they hug and ftrokethemfelves on ` 


the head, as Doeg did, P/al.52. 2» and thofe Sodomites, E/zy 3.9. This fhews that 
men are arrived at that dead and dedolent difpofition fpoken of, Ephef. 4.19. and 
are even ftradling over hell-mouth, which gapeth for them. 

Verfe 16. Therefore they facrifice to their net J Thus wicked men grow worfe and 
Werfe: their finne is infinite,, what marvail then » if their-punifhment bec alfo 
infinite in hell? To all other their iniquities thefe Ca/deans adde this of abomina- 
ble idolatry, they facrifice to themfelves, as Sejanus did, to their nec, drag, &c, that 

, is, to their weapons, as Ajax called his fword, his god ; and thanked it for all his 
braveatchievments. And as Mezentins (another Atheift is brought in, faying ; 


Dextra mibi Dens, & telum quod miffile libro, 


So 
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Lord of thé whole world: and when he had conquered any countrey, he canfed 


thefe words to be engraven there upon marble pillars, This countrey J gained b 


my 


: sae y 
mine own ftrength &c. So Antiockus, ( that little Antichrift ) is faid to worthip 7's 2wa 


his God Mauzzim, that is, his forces and armies Dan. 41. 2 


38. It was Nebuchad- 


tuaiay gro’ 
t 
THOM Ye 


nezxar that was here pointed at: and how he-deified himfelf and his own doings Herod.2. 


fee Ef. 10.13. Daz. 4. 26. 


and bæn insenfe to their draggs} whiles they afcribe to the inftrument, that, 


which is due to God alone, the chief Agent. 


Hold ont net, faid they: well done 


dragge Gc, Hoc ego primus vidi, faid Zabarell, Hoc egofeci faith Another. But 


what faith Luther? By mens boafting in this fort, Hac ego feci, hac ego feci, 
become nothing better then mere Feces, drepgs and lees. 


becaufe by them their portion is fat) By them, that is, by their net and dragge, 


they Luth. in 


Pial. 127. 3 


they think that their condition is well mended, and their meat i fat, opimns op- 
timus. God (the giver ofall this) is zot in alt their thosghrs : bucas the moon, the . 
fuller it is of light, the further ic getts from the Sun the fountain of her light: fo 


deale men with God. : 


Verfe 17. Shall they therefore empty their net? ] That they may fill ic againe 
anew, and fo draw to themfelves as to a pond or pool, the wealth and power of the 


whole Eat? Jnterrogatie precationis [peciem habet, faith Gualrher. 


This quefti- 


on is an effectual prayer: and it isas if the Prophet fhould thus fay, 1f, as hither- 
to, thou go on to wink at their wickednefle, O God, will they not grow more 


audacious every day, and mifchievous to mankind > Arife therefore O Lord of re- 
compences to the help ot thy people. See sp and fhew thy felf above the heathen; that 
they may know themfelves ta be but men. 

and not {pare continually to flay the nations >| q. d. This cannot hold long : and 
that ic may not, is mine carneft fuite and {upplication. Lord when thou makeft 


inquifition for blood, remember their blood-guiltineffe, and forget notthecry of PAN 9.12 
thehumble, Thefe crucll Chaldeans do not only fubjugate, but flay, nota few, 


but whole nations and that continwally, and that without mercy. Is itnot high 
time for thee to fet tothy hand, O preferver of mex &c. Note the Prophets arden- 
cy in prayer: and learn of him to get uponthe battlements, and look up, to fee 
what comes of it, chap. 2. 1. This was allo Davids practife, Pfal. 5. 3. where 
heufeth the felf-fame military word atfappeh: importing that he would beasa 
Spy upon atower, tofee whether he prevailed with God, whether he got the 
day. ; 


CHAP. II. 


Verfe x. i will fland: upon my Watch] To fee what becomes of my prayer, and 
what will be the iffue of my doubts and temptations about Gods pro- 
vidence, ruling the affaires of the world. See the Note on chap. 1, 17. There 
arc {paces betwixt our prayers, and Gods anfwers. God harkens what Habacuc 
fpeakes : and Habacuc muft harken another while what God fpeakes. This he 
had learned of David Pfal. 85. 8. Prayer isa Chriftiansangel, feed, dove, mef- 
fenger : and muft be looked after. Who fhootesan arrow, or caftsa boule, and 
takes not notice where it lights ? They that obferve not the anfwer of their pray- 
‘ers, do as fcofting Pilate, who asked in fcorn of Chrift what's truth? but ftaid not 
for an anfwer, i ; 
and fet me upon the tower] Heb: fet me firme and faft (asa Champion that 
wäl keep his ground ) upon the tower or fortreffe of divine meditation, upon 
Gods word, which alone hath virtutem pacativam a fettling preperty to compofe 
the foule when diftempered, and to lodge a‘ bleffed calme, a fabbath of reft init, 
far above all Philofophicall Confolations : whereunto when: Cicero had afcribed 
very much, yet he is forced to conclude, that. the difeafe was too hard for the me- 
dicine. And this well appeared both in Socrates who died doubtingly ; and Caro, 
who defperately flew himfelf, after he had firft read Plate’s difcourte onein 
N n2 the 


Nefcio quomo- 

do imbecillior 
eft medicine 

quam morbus: , 
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the immortality of the foule. Sof foolifha thing it is, to fliein diftrefl2 of mind ad 
confolariunculas creaturule, as Luther fpeaketh : and not to run to the Nameof 
the Lord, that ftrong tower Pro. 18. 10. R. Kimchi reades the text thus, I have fet 
me in a circle q, d. I will not out, till I have an anfwer, why thon deferreft to pu- 
nifh the wicked. 

and will watch to fee what he will fay unto me] Or, in me, viz. by a Prophetick 

. {pivit by internall revelation. 2 Sam. 23. 1. Zach. 1. 9. and2. 2. Preachers 
muf ftill hearken what the Lord God faith anto them, and i them ; {peaking 
as the oraclesof God 2 Pet. 4. 11. andableto fay with St. Paul, I have received 
of the Lord that which alfo ideliver unto you 1 Cor. 18. 23, For, st drachmam 
auri fine imagine Principis, fic verba Pradicantis fine anthoritate Dei, contemnune 
homines faith Lipfius. Bring {cripture, or cife you do but throw forth words 
without wifdome, and to little purpofe, becaufe they come not Cumprivilezio, 

and what i pall anfwer, when I am reprooved] Heb: upon my reproof or argu- 
ing. Iacrepationis nomine rentationes sutelligtt, faith Gualsher, Under the nme 


of reproof, he underftandeth thofe temptations whercby his faith was affaultcd, - 


when he faw bad men profper, good men fuffer, Satan and the world do ufually 
fet upon Gods fervants with this weapon to unfettle their faith, and to make them 
fail from their own ftedfaftnefie. Doft thou fisll retain thine integrity ? {aid Jobs 
wife tohim. Secft thou not bow little good there is tobe got by Gods fervice è? 
that all things are in a huddle here below, that they run on whecles, and haveno 
certain courte ? ‘Thus the devill and his imps fuggeft to the godly, and thereby 
greatly difquiet chem : - fetting their thoughts all on an hurricomb. 1t was the cafe 
of David Pfa. 73. of Jeremy chap. 12. 1. 5. OF Bafil under the heat of the 
Arrian perfccution, Az Ecclefias [nas prorfus dereliquit Dominus? faith He ; what ? 
hath the Lord caft ofall care of his churches? Is it now the laft houre? &c. OF 
many good people in Salvians time, for whofe farisfaction he was forced to write 
thofe eight excellent bookes De Gubernatione Dei; as likewile Axftin( upona like 
occafion ) did thufe two and twenty elaborate bookes De Civitate Dei: andas 
the Prophet Habacuc here doth the following vifion which he had for fome time 
waited for, and now receiveth asa gracious anfwer to his prayer chap. 1. for his 
own and others fettlement, in the doctrine of Divine Providence. l 
Jam. 1.5 Verfe2. And the Lord anfwered me and faid) W itdome he had fought of God, 
“who giveth liberally ; and wifdome is.granted him without hitting him inthe 
teeth with his bold expoftulations, and conteftations about providence. Faithfull 
prayernever mifcarrieth, but is ture of ananfwer, either before, as the prodigal; 
See Efa. 65. 24. Or inthe ad, as Das. 10. 12. Iam come for thy words, with 
ananiwer thereunto. Orfooneafter, ashere. If ic come notall ont fo foonas 
we would have it, know that thers water enough in the {pring, bne the pipes are 
{topped or broken. ae 
write the vifion ] that is, the following admonition : write itfor the ùfe ofall 
pofterity. Note this againft thofe Opinionifts, chat fay that the Word of God 
Bell, lib. 4.de Was not written by his command: Or that it was written only for the ufe of 
V.D.Cop.4. the prefent ages, and of thofe particular Churches, to whom it was dire&ed or 
declared. 
and make it plaine npon tables] Boxen tables (as the Seventy render it ) for 
on box, for the firmenefle of the matter, were the ancients wont to write. 
that Le may run tbat readeth it] That though he beno great Clerk, or inne- 
ver fo great haft of bufineffe, yet he may read it, being written in great letters and 
very legible. See Dent. 27. 8. Efa. 8.1. and 30. 8. Gal. 6. 11. you {ce how large 
wNAIKONS a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand, the Greek fignificch With what 
yeguyany. good great text-detters I have written &c. God hath written for us the great 
things of his law Hof: 8. 12. and with much perfpicuity and ‘plainnefle in things 
needfull tobe known: he bath written them as it were with the beames of the 
Sun: that none may plead difficulty or ob{curity: See P/al.19.9.& 119.105-Pro.6. 
2342 Pet, 1.19. Of the fcriptore it may be faid, © Zatet & Incet; the knowledge 
, thereof doth even bow down to us as trees do that are laden with fruits, fo thata 
child may gather them. 
Verfe 3. For the vifion is yet for an appointed time] This heis commanded to 
write 
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write, that Gods people may learn to wait. He that beleeveth maketh not haft, 
he can both wait ( as ktowing that many of Gods promifes bearea long date ) and 
alfo want; go without the good he defireth: being well content that God is 
glorified, though himfelf be nor gratified. And this is the work of cffeétuall 
faith, which is herein likeunto Chriftall, of which it is reported, that the very 


touching of it quickens other ftones,and puts a luftre and lovelinefle upon them. 


` but at the cad it foall fheake | Effabitur, ie fhall fpeak confidently, boldly and 
freely; tothegreat conitost of thofe that antedate not Gods promifes, but pati- 
ently abide the accomplifhment thereof. IF anyask when this fhallbe? it isan- 
{wered, Zathe cat, that is, in Godsgood time. Shall he lofe his right, becaufe 
he hath itnotby the day fet downin our Kalender? Poffibly the Kalexder of 
heaven hatha poft-date to oitrs, Sure it is, that as God feldome comes atour. 


time: fo henever failesat his own. Gods ExpeCtdnts fhall fhortly clap their - 


_ hands for joy : and cry out with that holy Martyr, Hees come, Auftin, Hees come, 

Hees come. , 
axd not lie] that is, not difappoint :- as the carth is faid to lie when it yeelds 

nother expected increafe. Godis faithfull, and cannorlie. Chrift hath à rain- 
bow on his head Rev. ro. 1. to thew that he is faithfull and conftanc in his 
promifes, and that rempelts fhall blow over the skiebe cleared. He hath hither- 
to kept promife with nights and dayes, that the one fhall fucceed the other, /er. 
33+ 20) 25. and fhall he break with his people? How then fhould he be Amen, 
the faithful! and true witneffe Rev, 3. 14? Ge. Every man zs a liar either by im- 

1 pofture, and fo in purpofe, or by impotency and fo in the event deceiving thofe that 
rely upon him Pfal. 62. 9. But God isa God of truth, and without iniquity, jutt 
and right is he Deze. 32. 4. 

though it tarry Wait for it] This is the duty, wait: and becaufe it is a very 
difficult duty ( the Hebrews found it edfier to beare evill, then to wait for the pros 
mifed good Heb. 10. 36, ) therefore is the promife heere not delivered only, but 
doubled; and trebled. Jt all fpeake, it will come, it will Surely come: nay doubled 
againe for more furety ; Te ball not lie, it will not tarry. Tt is as if God had faid, 
Do but wait, and you fhall be delivered, you thall be delivered, you fhall be des 
Jivered, you fhaill, you fhall. Oh the Khetoricke of God! and oh the certaintic 
of the promifes ! 
le wall net tarry) íc. beyond the time appointed of God. 


I» fe non tardat, carni tardare videtur. 


Gods help feemes long, becanfe weare fhort. A fhort walk is a long journey to 

feeble knees. Bar that God tarries not beyond his appointed rime, Sce Exod. 12. 

40, 41. at midnight were the firft-born flaine, becaufe then.exadtly the. 400 yeers 

wereup. And Dan. 5. 30. Inthat night was Belfbazzsr flaine ; becanfe then ex- 
. actly the 70. yeeres wereended, 

Verfe 4. Behold bis foule which is lifted up] Ebulat, protuberat, which fwelleth 
likea bubble, and breaketh thorough its own weaknefle: he that by unbeliefe 
er carnall{ccurity withdraweeh from God, and confideth in the creature ; {eeking 
to hift and fave himfelf fome other way ,as heisa proud prefumptuous perfon, fo 
let him know that, 

bis foule is not upright in him] thatis, it is very corrupt and‘trooked, ftark 
naught - and Gods foule can take no pleafare in him; buthe will panith him asa: 
run-aWay, as one that hath fied from his colours, forfaken his captaine, revolted 
to the enemy Heb. 10. 37, 38. Transfugas nbicungue inventi fecerint, quafi 
holtes interficere licet, was the oldlaw ofarmes. What God will doto fuch, Sec 
Pfal. 125. 5. f 7 ee : 

but the juft hall live by bis faith] This is an anfwer tò thofe that would ask what 
fhall we do till the vifion fpeake ? how fhail we hold out till itcome? till’ the 
feventy yeers of captivity be expired? The juf all live by faith faith He, and 
fhall make a good living of ttoo: He fhall dive and be fafe by the fame faith,. 
whereby he is juft. He fhall feed spon faith, as fome read that P/al. 37. 3. And. 
whereas we find in thofe -Apocryphal additions to Daniel rhat Habakkuk brought a 
Na3 mefle 
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. meffe of pottage to that Prophet in the Lions den; as it feems to be but a Jewis 
fable, fo the Jew chat invented it, grounding his conceit npon this text, would ex- 
Keck, Plyf. prefe thus much,that as pottage( that fuccus beni nus, as K eckerman calleth it} pre- 
ferveth this naturall life from_perifhing : fo doth faiths a@ing upon the promifes, 
and extracting nourifhment from che fame, maintain life fpiricuall: and thereby 
it was that Dantel {topped the mouthes of the Lions, Heb. 11. How Habakkuk ra= 
keth out this his own leffon of living by faith, and not by fenfe, fee chap. 3.17. 
Although the fig-tree foull not bloffome, Gc. "| See here the life of faith, in the fait 
of outward comforts, fo trueis that of Solomon, Prov. 2.7. The Lord layeth np 
found wifdom fer the righteous: When he is in greateft ftraits, then he hath fuch 
quietneffe, foundneffe, and prefence of minde, as bears him up above all troubles: 
like as blown bladders do the body aloft all waters. Faith furnifheth him witb trong- 
eftand moft fatisfying joyes; fuch as the flames cannot dry up, nor rivers of blood 
drown : faith actuated upon the promifes maketh the beleever walk above the mid- 
die region of theair (as it were) in a continuall ferenity, as Henoch did: and feal- 
eth him a double charter of privative, and pofitive priviledges. See it fer down 
1 Cor. 3.21, 22,23. Faith makes him livein the mouth of death, by {trengthening 
him againft the horrours of it Pfal. 23. 4. Rowy8.38. Heb. 11. 31, 1 Cor. ay, 
55,56, 57. and by fhewing him heaven beyond it, Heb. 11. 13. and therein free- 
dome from allevil, fraition of all good. 

Verfe 5. Tea aljo becanfe he tranfgreffeth by wine | Or, How. Much more becanfe 
he is aa wine-bibber, perfidious, proud, neither keepeth at home, &c. Thefe four 
faults the Prophet here layeth to the charge of the Babylonian, and chere-hence in- 
ferreth for the comfort of the diftreffed captives, that his deftru@ion cannot be farre 
off: and therefore the juft fhould mean-while, live by faith, and bear up under af- 
flition. For if thofe that beleeve not the promifes, but fhift and fhark for help 
and comfort elfewhere, fhall {mart for their unbelief, as verf. 4. where fhall chofe 
appear chat are here defcribed ? fhall chefe bipedum nequiffimi, worft of men efcape 
by iniquity ? Never think it. Firft, their drunkenneffe alone would undo them ; as 

Tots vada it did Amnon, Elah, Nabal, Belfhhazxar, Bonofus, Gc. Ariftotle faith, thar double 
Sane ae punifhr:ents are due to drunkards: firft, for their drunkenneffe, ard then for otber 
Ethic, 1.2.c.3.' nnes committed in and by their drunkennefle. Nebuchadnezzar ( or, as fome will 
yovnlian, have it, Belfbazzar ) is here called wine,or, ( by an ordinary ellipfis) a man of wine: 
41b.2.009.4t. not onely Meribibulus, buta deep and defperate drunkard, a very tundife ( as 
Diotimus of Athens wascalled,) a hogfhead, as young Cicero. No wonder there- 
fore though he wereall the reft that followeth. ‘1. Perfidions, to thofe that com- 
mitted themfelves to his truft, or made leagues with him, which he kept no longer 
then ftood with his profit. 2. Prosd, or Arrogant, Prov. 21. 24. See Dax. 4. 30. 
how he fpreads his peacocks tail, and prides himfelfin it : his great wealth tumoured 
him up with great fwealth. 3, He keepeth not at home| Non habitabit, his own 
countrey will not contain him, bat he enclofeth all nations in his draw-net, chap. 
1615. 4. Heenlargeth his defire as hell) which hath itsname in Hebrew, from 
r itsunfatiablenefle, Prov. 30.15, 16. and in Latine itis called Jnfernss ab inferendo, 
fay fome, from the devils continuall carrying in fouls thither, and yet it is not filled. 
and is as death] which is the end of all men, Ecclef. 7.2. the way of all flefh, 1 
King. 2. 2. of all the earth, Po, 23. 14. the houfe appointed for all living, the 
great Cengregation-honfc, Job 30. 23. 
and cannot be fatisfied| Luft is unfatisfiable, and whatfoever it getteth, is but as 
ı fuell tothe fire. Ambition groweth as the Crocodile doth, as long as heliveth. 1t 
rideth without reins, and there isno hoe with it. l 
but gathereth unto him all nations, Gc.) Ali that he could come at; All A/a, 
and a great part of Africa ; and could never have enough, till his mouth was filled 
. with a {pade-full of mould. Therefore, he ball not keep home, ( fo fome read the 
words above in this verfe } Ideo non manebit in habitaculo His kingdome fhall not 
long continue, but after a few years be over-turned by the Perfiass: this golden 
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head (as Daniel calleth the Babylonith Monarchy ) held not up above 170: years, . 


if we reckon from Aderodach-Baladan the firk founder, to Belftazxar, flain by 

Cyrxs, who tranflated the kingdome to the Perlians, Dan. s. 
Ferfè 6. Shalt not all thefe take xp a parable againft hing ? | Shall not the Baby- 
fonian, 


Crap.2. 


lonian, who is now a terrour; be ere fong a ftorn? fhali henot inherit with ighogsi~ 


. nis, reproach 2 


and a taunting proverb againft him]: Web. An: ‘interpretation; and riddles: 
For example, ve rohim that sncreafeth that which isnot bis: that 4 both a proverb 
( becaufe in many mens mouthes )- and. an interpretation, becaufe-itis plain and | 
perfpicuous. But that which followethisa-viddle. That ladeth hiwsfelf with thick , 
ctay. Yhis Nut muft be broken up,ere-the kernell cdn:be'come at. See] “dg. g-i ic a ET 
© Woe to bhim thae izcreafeth that which is not his] Heb: Lo,-lo. Série renderit, Vefhibhre, 
Hoe, be that multep lieth not for himfelf, but for another, /c. for the: Medes and:Per= 
fians, not Woe, but Hoe , a note of infulting, aad upbraiding, arfwerable to the 
Latine Fah, Vah, tune ille es, Ge. Ah fireali,' are yow he that increafeh-that which 
is not yours, &c. Ege, “Eves Dels Ty darregy. ie i at ee oe Soa 
how long? | This isthe common complaint of the oppreffed nations, groaning 
out their grievances, and longing for deliverance from thofe troubleis of the world. 
Neither isthis #/que quo in vain; for God is gracious: and may better {tile him- 
felf then the great Turk, dwlem Penawh, that is, The worlds refuge: ‘the poor mans 
King, as James 4. of Scotland was called. oat eA 
and to him that ladeth himfelf with thick, clay) With gold and fi Iver, that guts and 
garbage of che earth; fitly called c/zy, becaufe of the clogging and_ polluting pro- 
perty : and faid to load people, asa fumpter-horfe laden with treafure all day, bur. 
at night turned intoa ftinking ftable, with his back full of gauls, and -bruifes. He 
that firft called Riches, Bone, Goods, was miftaken ; the Scripture callech them, 
Thorns, (nares, thick clay, &c. a great burden to the owner, according to. the 
proverb, Magna navis, magna cura, A great fhip isa great care: and the lading 
oft proves no better then that which Captain Forbifoer brought back.with him, 
after his Voyageto difcover the Straits, viz. a great quantioyof ftones, which he Camd, Elifab 
thought to be Minerals: from which, when there could be drawn neither gold nor x39," À 
filver, nor any other mettali, they were caft forth to mend the bigh-wayes. This 
was labour in vain, preffure to no purpofe : and no leffe is theirs that heap up riches 
without right, Jer. 17. 11. or, if by right means, yet fer their hearts upon them, 
P/al. 62.10. ftill ftriving (as they fay the toad doth ) to die with as much earth 
in their mouthes as may be; ill at length their Never-cnough, be quit with fire- 2 
enough in the bottom of hell. Neneffan the Lawyer was wont to fay, He that wit 
not venturs his body, foall never be valiant: he that will not venture bis foul, never | 
rich. O curve in terra anima, © coleftinm inanes. Isit nothing to lofe an immor- 
tall foul? to purchafe an everlafting death ? to fink into the bottomleffe lake under 
this thick clay. 
Verfe7. Shall they not rife xp fuddenly that foall bite thee ? J Rent and tear thee, 
as hunting-dogs do the beaft they purfue. See Efay 13. 14, 21. fer. 58. 
and 51, Theinterrogation here ufed, importeth both the certainty of the thing, 
and their fecurity: as if no fuch thing could poflibly befall chem : Suddenly 
therefore, faith the Prophet, fhalt thou be furprized, and {poyled by the Perfians, 
when thy city Babylon ts held impregnable, and boafteth of provifion cnough laid 
in for twenty years fiege. Security is the certain Uther of deftruction.; as we fee . 
in Benhadads army, and thofe Midianites, fadg.7. and the Amalekites, 1 S.m.30. 
and Pompeyes marching againft Cefar; and the French at the battle of Agincourt: 
fo confident they were of a victory, that they fent to our King Henry 5. who was Speed.7s5. 
thenin the field againft them, and gat the day, to know what ranfom hee would 
ive,&c. 
g Verfe8. Becanfethon haft poyled many nations J God loves to retaliate ( as hath 
before been oft obferved ) to fpoil the {poilers, bya remnant of the people, by fach 
as were of no note, and much unlikely to do fuch exploits. Thus he {poiled thefe 
Babylonians by Cyras, and his Medes ; the Perfians, by Alexander and his Macedo- 
nians( whom they fo flighted, that Darius in his proud Embaflie ro.him, called him 
his fervant, but himfelf the King of kings, and Coufin of the gods.) So the Ro- 
man Empire was miferably rent and torn by the Gothes, Vandals, Hunnes, Lom- 
bards, people not before heard of :. and the Greek Empire, by Turks, Tartars, Są- 
racens, Scythians, &c. chat it might the better appear, bec nox fine numine fieri, 
that ir was the Lords own doing: who often fuffers his enemies, like ceases te 
guefts, 
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guelts, to feaft and frollick ina jocund fecurity and promife of continued profperi- 


ty: Buratlaft, whenthey are at the height of their joyes and hopes, he confounds p 


ali their devifes, -and layes them'open to the fcorne of the world, and the fpoyle of 
the remnant of the people whom they vilified. 
i becaufe of mens blood) Heb. bloods, every drop whereof hada tongue tocry to 
God for vengeance faying, Give them blood to drink, forthey are worthy, Oh 
let not bloody and deceitfull men live out half their dayes. That fouldier can ne- 
veranf{wer it to God that hath not a good canfe, and ftrikerh not rather as a Jeki- 
cer, then as ‘a fouldier. - l f 
z: wad for the iolence of the land) Heb. of the earth, though principally of that 
Zand of defires the promifed land, and the inhabitants thereof whom he that touch- 
ed, touched the apple of Godseye, that little man in the eye that may not be medled 
with Zach. z. 8, - < l 
of the city), Jerufalem, called the city by an excellency, and by a better right then 
ever Rome was. Sce Lam. 1.1. and feremies elegie there over it, when captivated 
by. thefe Chaldccs. i 

Verfeg. Wee to him that covetethan evill covetonfnefe] For thercis a good 
kovesoufneffe (which few are guilty of) 1 Cor. 13. 31. Cover carneftly the beft 
gnifes:. And yet foew I unto you a more excellent way: Covet earneftly the beft 


. graces, Iuch as are faith, hope and charity, thefe are better then gifts. A fhop full 


of barrells enrich not, unicffe they be full of commodities. Gifts (as to heaven ) 
are but ‘the lumber of a Chriftian: tis grace makes him sich toward God; and of 
that he cannot be too covetous. But the covctoufneffe of the Caldeans here threa- 
tened and thundered againft, ‘was of another nature. Itis called an evsl/ coveton/~ 
neffe, and hath its name-in the Originall of piercing or wounding, as foel 2. 8, and 
fitly, both in refpe& ofa mans felt 1 Tim. 6. 10. and others Prov. 1. 19. Am. 
9. 1. and here, Woe to fuch, and deftructiontoo, as Hof. 7. 13. The Lordto 
fhew his juft indignation againft Covetous perfons fmiteth his fifts at them, as 
Balac didat Balaam Num. 24.10. See Ezek, 22. 13, Behold, I have {mitten mine 
band at thy difooneft gaine which then haft made, and at thy blood which hath beenin 
the middft of thee. Now left people fhould objeé or conceive that thole were 
but great wo:ds: and that the Lord would not do fo as he faid; or that they 
fhould deale well enough withHim : therefore it followeth verfe 14. Can thine 
heart endure, or can thine hands be ftrong in the dayes that I foall deale with thee ? I 
the Lord have fpoken, and will do it, 
to hishoufe] i. e to his family and pofterity, which he intends to advance, 
but indecd undoes them, by leaving thema curted hoard of ill-gotten goods : 
wherein they do them a greater difpleafure then Joab, and Gehezi, did in leaving 
their children the leprofy for a legacy. Iob{peaketh chap. 15. 34. as though the 
wicked, when they fet up their houfes by pilling and polling, by getting riches 
without right, did but make a ftack of wood, and then comes a fpark of Gods 
wrath, and makes an end of all. As in another place, Brim/tone, faith He, /rall be 
Scattered upon his habitation chap. 18. 15. {o that if the fire of Gods difpleafure do 
but lightuponit, &c. Thus Dioclefian that cruell perfecutour had his houfe wholy 
confumed with lightening, anda flame of fire that fell from: heaven upon it, a 
Exfebinstellsus. Add hereunto,that many times there comes a fonthat.isas good 
{ with a fork, as-his father was witha rake: as great a fpend-all, ‘as his father was a 
get-all. 
that he may fet his weft on high) and there feather it at his pleafure (fee Obed 4. ) 
and fecure his children, like as the Eagle builds onhigh, to fave her yong from the 
ferpent that feekes to deftroy trhem. 
that be may be delivered from the power of evill | which he hath caufe to feare 
from others,to whom he hagh been fo injurious and oppreffive. But how will he be 
hid or freed fram the terrours of his own guilty confcience: well he may build 
cities with Cain, and fet up high towers with Phocas, but what faid che oracle 
tokim? Though chou fet up thy ftrong-holds ashigh as heaven, yet fin at the 
+ foundation thercof, will foon overturn all, and lay it levell with the ground. 
Verfe 10. Thou haft confutted foame to thy honfe >c. Thou hak takena wrong 
courfe both for thy hom/e of the kingdome € fo the Perfians called the kings palace 


Dar, 
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Dan. 4. 27.) which fhall be*blownup: and for thine own private family and 
poftericy = it is not ali thy care, paines, „plotting and pracifing, that can preferve 
it from ignominy and utter ruine. God will turn th y glory into fhame, and make 
thy name to rot and ftink as putrified feth Prov. 10. 7. and ver. 9. He that pera 
vertet his wayes foal be known, And when fuch a man is raked up in the dat 
his evill courfes fhall be caft as dung in the faces of thofe whom he leaveth behind 
him, What fooles then are Extortioners, Muckwormes and Cormorants, that 
live miferably and deale unjuttly, opening the mouthes ofall to cry out upon their 
cr: “tinefle, covetoufneffe and cruelty, and yet think to raifeup their houfes and 
advance their names, and adorne their children with glory and eftimation ? 

by cutting off many people] A poore glory it was to Sya to have made focha 
merciletfe matfacre at Athens: and after that, to have profcribed and laine 4700. rar 
citizens of Rome, ashe eaufedit to be publikely recorded, videlicet ne memoria aes 


tam praclare res dslyereinr, faith mine Authour. So for Jali C. 


nes to h 
been the death of a million of men, Mahomet the great Turk, brs ears fae. 
for Stoke/ly bifhop of Londonto boaft upon his death-bed, that he hadin his time 


brought to the fire fifty heretikes, as he called them: or for the bloody Spaniard 
that they have murthered fifty millions of Indians i e hete 
Eee y sof Indians in42. yccrs, as Acofta a Je- 
_ and haft finned againf thy foule] The worth whercof is incomparable, the loffe 
irreparable, as Chrilt( who only went to the Price of foules ) telleth us Mar. 16. 
26. It was therefore no ill counfell that Francis Xavering gave Ioba 3. King of 
Portugall to meditate every day a quarter of an houre on that divine fentence What 
ral se profit a man to win the world, and lofe hisfonle? Neither was it any evill 
anfwer that Maximilian ( King of Bohemia, afterwards Eiperour ) gave the 
Pope, who perfwaded him to be a good Catholike with tnany promifes of pro- 
fits and preferments : the king anfwered, I thank your holineffe: but my foules 
bealch is dearer to me then all thethings in the world. This'pleafed not the Pope, 7#. of Counc, 
who faid that it wasa Lutheran form of fpeech: and yet that of Lewis king of %7 429. 
France about the yeer 1152. pleafed him much worfe,who caft his Bulles(whereby Spred 496. 
z eed the fruites of vacancies of all Cathedral Churches of France ) into the 
rean et ae the Popes bulles fhould teat in the fire, then that my foule 
Verfer1. Forthe fone fhall cry out of the wal, and the beame out of the timber 
foal anfwer it] Here are wofull Aatiponies {creech-owles of woe cry aloud from 
the beames of the oppreffours chambers, and make moft hideous noifes in the eares 
of their confciences, So that although none other fhould dareto mute againft 
them, or accufe them of wrong-dealing; yet their very houfes built by rapine 
and blood hall teftifie againft chem : fo fhail other creatures that grone under their 
abufes Rom. 8. 19,20,21, 22. They feemeall to fay unto us thofe3. words faith ;... 
aes ae ae F mse Accipe beneficium, Redde Officium, Fuge Supplicinm. E ei 
ow if weharken not to the ' ia 
nan fo i er m but do the contrary, they fhall be one day asfo | 
and the beame out of the timber [hall anfwer it) Tignum è ligno refþondet ei. 
allufion to refponfores, asin Quires and malek: And ae Be aonb ha 
tacitely taxeth the Babylonian luxury in keeping Quirifters and Muficians for their 
finfull delight. God, faith he, will fit you with other fingfters fhortly, that fhall 
twit you by tarns with your murthers and: ravages: for the {tone thall cry out of 
the wall, Woe ro bins that buildeth a town with bloods: andthe beame out of the tim- 
ber fhall anfwer it, And wo to him that Stablifoeth a-city by iniquity, ° 
Verft 12. Wo to him that buildeth a town with blood] This feemeth to be the 
fenfeletle creatures black Cantus (as they call it) chaunted out agaivdt che wrong-do- 


er, by Gods ownappoinrment, c; ob fe ; 
l 5 nra clarent, mutare{pondent, filentium con 
fietar, faith an Ancient, . j i 4 


9 


cui fervi ut taceant, jumenta loquentur Juvenal. 


The very beafts have a verdi@ to i 
f tt r palfe upon oppreffours; asthe dumb Affe did 
upon Salaam: yea the lifeleife creatures fhall T a doleful! knell of Woe and 
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fe redial 1,8. faid Petrarch long fince. It would foon be down, would you but ftand upas men. 
Ort dial, 11861 


An Expofition on Cuap.2. 


r 
in thei ilty: as theearth did Cain, and the heaven did 
alaffe in thels ear e fe doh here Nehachadnezzar. His town of Ba- 
Dica 3 Sb ilt in blood by Semiramis who flew her husband, fo was Rome y 
bylon was i u as Alexandria in Egypt by Alexander that great man-flayer, the 
Rome ts, E pales No, of whole Woe reade Nah. 3. 8, 10. with oe Note, 
founder o ib °P de himielf he lay unburied thirty dayes together, neither did his 
And for 4 prana above ground purchafe him any title for an habitation under 
bloody Thel ke befell our Conguerour William, who laid his foundation] here 
Son fre works : and was punifhedin his pofterity for his depopulations at New- 
up - : 

forrelt, and chew here. iniquity) That thinketh foto ftablifh it, but it proveth 
nents Aaa eleh as Taar eaaa keth {et three feverall walles ofbrick 

o ife. 7 


G 
b.libxo. abouthis Babylon, one within another: butall would not do, when once God 
PA 11. tookit todo. Oppreition is a bony fin Am. 5. 12,13. 


. ‘git x the Lord of hofts, that the people foall labour sn tke 

i Taboos inate Eo qend the fire, awii Babylon fhall be burnt, fer. 
frel Ta Or have laboured to no purpofe in building that city, and enlarging that 
51. 58. hi ‘h now God will have down. Isitnot evident, that they have loft 
olen eon ram ea hazarded their own lives, as thofe do that ft: ive againh a 
fame What profit hath he that laboureth for the wind Ecclef. 5. 16. muc h cffe 
he thet laboureth inthe fire, that devouring element. See Eg 33: hes) Pot i 
bly he may be faved himfelf, yet fo as by fire. but his work fha H urn 5 that lof 
h Yall Suffer’ Cor. 3. 15. As they that feek afterthe Philofop ers pone k our 
in the very fire toas little purpofe as metey + for they maf ufe sate he ies a id 

peni n perhaps t > gold 

Ee haveipen inang ofit. Herce One calles Alchymy « A malriplying of fome- 
i liquid, Nikil. no | 

ing by noms: Dara Mivtanas fone have doted,and delivered, that this 
was a pet ceci their Egyptianlearning. Butitiscertainthat thole holy foules; ne- 
ver ei her learned or taught any fuch /abortons loffe of time and money. Demetrius 
Phalerens complaineth of thefe Alchymifts long agone not without in fignation 
d certis confsmptis incertorum gratia, que fe capturos Spera ant, non cep an 7 
Inod babebant ab jecerint, that they caft away certainties for uncertainties, ha 
icy ‘attained not what they hoped for, but caft away what they had. ?wlins 


é 


: . a 
i i He, odio plus quam Vatiniano. Sunt eni 
iger alfo Fornaculas iftas edi, faith He, i i nsa 
Ad Cardanex- Seeliger | aucupia cramenaram. Icannot abide thofefornaces: indeed they are 
e723, P. FOO. 


i c is a true Alchymy called by fome the Spagirick art, 
a oreak in phi This leondemne not, foit be warily and wilely 
eal a S purthis by the way only. It feemed to fome an impoffible rhingr at 
Sabulan fhould fo fuddenly be deltroyed as was foretold verfe. 7, Ic will be one 
Babylon ft enitizs, fuddenly, furely, feverely, faith the Prophet, for the Lor N 
Holts hath Pndercaken the doing of it. Annonecce a Domino exercituum ? { fo the 


Hebrew hathit by an emphaticall Apofope/is ) Isit not, (Zook you ) ofthe Lord - 


i eT le fhall labour in the very fire, Ea , 
% ie, a ce Be weary themfelves for very vanity] Viz. in fecking to fave 
Babylon, which by a divine decree is to be deftroyed withont remedy, P/a. 37:8. 
So ig Rome that other Babylon Rev. 18. 2. citò itidemcafura, fi-vos efferts viri, 


Neither hall the Jefuices( that s/timus dicboli crepirms } be able to uphold it : there 
i ù I che limbes of Antichrift already. 
isa on fweat ip rhe earth Shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory A she Lord 
| be 7 He thall make himfelf a glorious name among the nations of the eure > y opis 
cutin vengeance upon Babylon, and fo pleading the caufe of his oppre ed p ope 
( whom hefeemed, during their captivity there to neglect ) that men, a uda 
canfe to fay, Verily there # areward for the righteous: verily there ts a Go 
j 7 fal. 58.41. , ; 
aan cover Phe fea| the chanell of the fea: thatis Plentifully, and abun- 
. dantly, Seea like promife, J/ay 11. 9. but to another purpofe. 


3 n. reters apply 
promife of the comming and kingdome of Chrift: andfofome Interp this, 


" into, runs not into a fingle finne, but is wholly turned into fi 


ee ee oe, 
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to be ( fometimes fecrer, but ) ever juft. Ac the day o 
an excellent harmony in this difcord of things: and all 
made as plain to us, as if they were written with the moft glittering Sun-beam, 


Their land was , 
fick of drink, and would therefore {pew them out: Themfelves we 


verfe 5. ( See the Note) and fhould therefore drink deep of the wine of Gods fierce 
wrath. They drank to their neighbours, or companions, 


buckt them with drink, and then laid them out tobe funn’d > 
was by his graceieffe fonne. Therefore as he curfed Hams ( though Scalige 
cufe him ) ‘and it ftuck to his pofterity for ever: fo 


a woe to drunkards, and fo fets it On, as no creature 
it off. 


but thy borete, that he may 
drink, and be drunk, and {pew, and fall, &c. fer. 25.27. Thisis ordinarily pra@i- 


fed by our Roaring-bojes, ( as they will needs he called by a wofull prol 


epfis, Here ~ 
for hereafter ) in their Cyclopicall, xuxaorodar. Either by perfwafions, or threats, 
the bortie is fet to the mouth, and muft be emptied, ere it come thence. The civil, 


fober, and temperate man js urged, and ir may be forced to {wallow down lon 
and needleffe draughts (as a horie doth a drench) by domineering drunkards, that 
they may fie bis nakedueffe, triumph over him, as laid up, or (as the new terme is ) 


» and how wofull will be the 
iflue. ‘There are that read the words thus. Thar pattef 


» a pleafant poifon, ` 
d which he that runs 4 


finne.. How often, 
(faith a grave Divine ) have I feen vermine fucking the drunkards blood, as faftas 


he, that of the grape, or mault, yet would he not leave his hold, or lofe his draught? 

Gualther reads it, Conjungens fervorem tunm, Joyning thine heat, inflaming thy 

felf, that thou mayeft drink him under the board. This was great Alexanders De fua biba- 
finne, and ruine: fo it was M. Anthonies, (who wrote a book of his abilities to citate librum 
drink down others ) and before them both Darins’s | as Athenaus hath left recor- conferipfit feu. 
ded. How much better his fucceffour Abafbnero 3» who madea law at his great ana 
feaft, that every man fhould drink according to his pleafure, E76. 1.8. So Minos, v 


king of Creet ordered, that his fubjeéts fhould not drink one to another, és ular, 
unte drunkenne ffe . . . 


a fweet finne, which he that hath inhim, hath not himfelf, an 


Quinctiam Sparta mos eff laudabilis àlle, 
Ur bibat arbitrio pocnla qui(qne fno. 


Among the old Germans, diem notlemque continnare potando, null; probrure, faith. 
acti . It wasno difgrace to drink night and day together. fe is ftill the finne 
o 


Ce te ae 


~~ : Pe a 
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of that nation, asGualeher upon this tezet heavily complaineth ; and it is grown to 
a proverb, the Dranken Dutch-man, Of chem, the Englith, much commended for 
their fobriety, learned in the Netherland-warres, to drown chen:f:ives by immode- 

Cuinid, Elif. TAE drinking: and by drinking to others healths, to impair their own: lo thatin 

s31. our dayes came forth the firft reftraint thereof by feverity of lawes, faith Camden : 
who yer, being fo great an Antiquary, could not but know, that in the year 959. 
Edgar king of this land, made an Ordinance for putting pinnes in cups, that none 
fhould quaffe whole ones. 

And makeft him drunk alfo] Robbeft him ofhimfelfe, and layeft a beaft in his 
roome. The fame Hebrew word Zole/ fignifieth a drunkard and a vile perfon : fil- 
thy venemous creatures breed in thofe fennifh grounds Jch 40.21. Behemoth lieth 
igthem; which Guliclans Parifienfis applyeth coche Devil in drunken hearts - 

y Whereas in dry pleces, fober fouls, he walketh about Secking reft but findeth none Mat. 


, 12.43. The very Heathen in hatred ofthis finne fained that Cobali (an hurefull 
Aail. Comes and pernicious kind of Devils)accompanyed Bacchus : and that Ac rates,or the in- 
Et by. de temperare Devil was their Captain. Stave. calleth ita voluntary madneffe, ano- 
POES Ne a noon-day Devill, no more a night-walker as once ot Thef5.7. the Lace- 

demonians punifhed it feverely ; fo do the Turks at this day, powring ladle-fu!s 

1 of boyling lead down their throats fometimes: and at leaft baftinadoing of them on 

the bare feer, till they are difabled for walking in hafte again co their conventicles of 

Hesl.Geog.  €00d-fellowfhip. Morat Baffa commanded a pipe to be chruft chorow the nofe of 


“932, a Tark, which was found taking Tobacco: and fo in derifion to be led about Coz- 
fantsnopie. Let men fhun this fhamefull finne; and be farre from drawing others 
to it: for have they not fins enough of their own to anfwer for > Muft they needs 
go co hellin company ? Dives defired that his brethren and companions in finne, 
might nut come to that place of torment. This he did, not outor any good will to 
them, but becaufe he knew, if they were ever damned, he frould be donble-danoned. 

That thon maist look on their nakedneffe'} Thole parts that nature would have co- 
vered are called nakedneffe per Antiphrafia, Yo look on them with delight, is by 
iome held a finne againft Nature : the ground ot their opinion is Gen. 3.7. To 
snake men drunk for chat purpofe, is worte. Butit for further abufe of their bodies 
to uneleanneffe, (as Attalus the Macedonian dealt by Pasfenws a young Cour- 
Hacfadan f- Uer, who afterwards flew King Philip, becaufe he would not punith Arralns, for fo 
ceum mo At- doing) thats worft ofall: and hatha woe, Wor, woe, hanging atthe hecles of ic. 
Liiks nin jaw Firje 16. Thon art filed with foame for glory; Or, more with flame then with 
ie LO Zory, Thatis thou fhalt be filled fhortly with ignominy for that glory wherein 
thou prefently prideft thy felfe: thy drunkeneffe fhall redound co thine utter dif- 
¿raceyas itwas to Durus, Alexander, Antoninus, Bonofus, Tra jan Ca good Empe- 
t- ror otherwife, but a drunkard, and a pederaft, as Die Cafius reporteth him.) Yea 
Cato, that moft fevere cenfurer of other mens manners ; towhom it was fometime 
objected (how defervedly I know not) quod noélurnis potativatbus indylgerer, that 
- by might he would drink foundly. This is a blurre to him, if true , and confutes that 
vine ‘0gsum given him by Paterculus, that he was omnibus humanis vitiis immunis, free 
jimiim. ft trom all vices, and as like vertue her felfe as might be. _ in Scripture, the drunkards 
vighleinn cae {tile begins in lawlefnefie, proceeds in unprofitableneffe, ends in mifery ; and all 
ne. Vell lib2. Shur up in that denomination of his pedigree, A fonue of Belial. 

Drink thou alfo] Sith thou art fo able at it (fish thou haft fo well deferved that 
infamous Epitaph of a certain drunkard. 


Luke r6. 


Hens, hic fitus ef Offelses Buratius Bibulus, 


“Subnlt. de Na- 2 ceed ee ee vad y 
paes 1 Qui dum vixit ant bibit aut minxit. abi praeceps) 


tr, onhan, 


‘Drink another while ofthe cup of fhame and forrow: take thy part of all man- 
ner of miferies er. 25.26. Obad.16, Snares, fire and brimftone, and an horrible 
rempet foall one day be the portion of thy cup: For the righteous Lord loveth righte- 
onfaeffe Pfal. 11. 6. 7- Yeahe loveth to retaliate and wil! therefore make thefe 
drunkards drink alfo : and thofe that made others draxk thar they might look on their 
nakedne fe, to lie with their fore-skins uncovered to their perpetual reproach, Uncir- 
cumcifion was a fhameful fpecacle indeed among that people, a 

i Lhe 


oe 
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The cup of the Lords right hand foall be turned tothee| Heb. tøraed about, or Thal 
turn it felfe, quia rerum omaixm viciffitude: thy turn is now cometo take off the 
dregs of Gods cup of calamity Jer. 25. 15. that hath eternity to rhe bottome. 


Abai framcf ull [pewing foall be on thy glory) Kikalos a com pound word, the vomit. 


of ignominy ; a tit punifhment for filthy drunkards, who break their heads as fwine 
do their bellics, over-charge their ftomacks as dogges do their gorges, and then dif- 
gorge themfelves in a fhamefull fort, as Aatonins did at Narbon amidit his sucits ac 
a fealt: and as Eccias, Luthers great adverfary, whom he merrily called Seecizs 
from his cafting : as Tiberius was nicknamed Bibcrins. ’ 

fall be on tay glory| The Hebrew word for glory, Properly fignifieth Weighri- 
anefe: asthe werd twice here ufed for frame; fignifieth dightneffe : an elegant op- 
pofition, fhewing that whatfoever the Babylonians gloried in, and held themfelves 
honourable for, fhould be lightly accounted of, and lic buried in the Poeet of hame; 
asina dung-hill of filthy vomit. 

Verfe17. For the violence of Lebanon fall cover thee 1] Here, for the comfort 
of Gods people (which is the main fcope of this prophefic ) he repeateth the 
chief caufes of Babylons calamity: viz, her cruelty to Lebanon, thatis, to all Ju- 
dxa (a part being put for the whole. ) Or elfe he fpeaketh of the violence done to 
the Temple, which was built of the cedars of Lebanon; as was likewife the Temple 
of Diana at Ephefus made of Cedar-wood. The devil loves to be Godsape. This 
violence in firing the Temple, and defolating the countrey, fhal! cover thee all over, 
as a garment doth the body: yea, it fhal! be as che fhirt, ‘made for the murthering 
of Agamemnon, where the head had no iffue out. 

andthe fpoil of beafts which made them afraid | Men are here called beafls, as the 
land, Lebanon: thefe were {poiled and terrified, thefe were murthered and mafla- 
cred by the Chaldeans, who fhall cherefore be feverely punifhed, and this written, 
as it were, over their heads, to fignifie for what they fuffer. Becaufe of mens blood, 
and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell thercin, See the 
Note on verfe 8. ; . 

Ferl. 18. What profiteth the graven image | The Chaldees promifed themfelves 
much help againft their enemies from their idols: and were ready to fay, asthac 
Roman Emperour Antoninzs che Philofopher did, when he was co meet his enemie, 
Won fic deos coluimus . ut ille nos vinceret, We have not fo ferved the gods, as thar 
he fhould overcome us. The Prophet here rejecteth their confidence, and layeth 
open their folly. See the like, Jer. 10. 8, 14,15. Zech. 10.2, Ejay 44. 10,17, 
&c. Confer fer. 51,47,52. Ezek, 20.30,32.. i 2. 

that the maker thereof hath raven it | And can he hope for help from the work 
of his own hands ? can the image give that to others, which it hath not for it {elf ? 
In Henry the eights time, one Mr. Cori/nsore was accuted of herefic, for taying,. 
that Images were but Carpenters chips; and that when men goto offer to. them, 
they did it to few their new gears The men of Cockram, not pleated with their 
new Rood, quarrelled with the joyner, and refufed to pay him: ke complained to 
the Major of Doncaffer, who gave them this eounfell ; Pay the poor nian his nio- 
ney, and go your wayes home, and look onit, and if it will not ferve fora god, 
make no more ado, but clapa pair of horns on his head, and fo he will make an 
excellent devil. This the Parifhioners took well in worth : the poor man had his 
moncy, and diverfe laughed well thereat: but fodid not the Babylonifh priefts, 
faith Mr. Fox. Horace brings in Priapus, that ridiculous garden-god, fay- 
ing, thus, 


Olim trunens eram ficulnus, Ce. 


He thought no otherwife of the Images of Jupiter, and the reft: but durftnot fay 
fo, for fear of the people So thatof himit might be faid, as Aaguftine doth of 
Seneca, who wrote a book againft fuperftitions , but colebat quod. reprehendebat, 
eet quod arguebat, qued culpabat , adorabat, he reproved chem, but yet ufed 
them. P 
the molten image, and a teacher of lies] Piura falfa veritas efl, faith One. Ie 
is but a fhadow of the perfon thatit reprefenteth. God cannot be pictured, or ex-. 
Oo preffed 
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eAn expofition on Cuar.2, 
prefed by any image. Images of Chrif are net onely defeéls, but alfo lies, faith the 
Homily againft perill of idolatry, fer forth in Queen Elizabeths dayes. Lresens 
reproveth che Gnofticks for carrying about the images of Chrift, made in Pitutes 
time, after his own proportion,  Luglantins faith, chat there is no reigion where 
there isan image. Varro had faid the fame long before him, as Aufliz reciteth him. 
Plutarch faith, it is facriledge to worfhip by images, 8c. and telleth us, that Ny- 
ma forbad the Romans the ufe of images in temples ; neither had they any for 
the firft 170. years together, no more had the Perfians, faith Strabo, nor the old 
Germanes, faith Tacitus. The old Britones indeed had their idols, Portent: dia- 
bolica (10 Gildas calleth them) pent numero cE gyptiaca vincentia, uply for fhape, ° 
and almoft as many as the Egyptians for number. Thefe all fell down together, 
when Chrift was firft known here (as they fay the Egyptian idols did, when Chrift 
with his parents fled thither, for fear of Herod ) but Antichrift foon fet up others. 
intheir ftead, and caught the people that they were Lay mens books. But if they `, 
be dying teachers, (as here they are called) they mutt be dying books too; and there- 
fore not to be read by any that would receive the love of the truth, chat they may 
be faved. Bern in Swifferland, was the firft town, that after the Reformation, 


' was purged of images; making a bone-fire of ‘them, onan Afhwednefday. The 


like was done herein England, in King Edward 6. his raigne, on that very day 
wherein the victory was gotren at Mulcleborough in Scotland: and now } hope 
we are rid of them for ever. The Turks will not endure them, no not upon their 
coynes ; becaufe of the fecond Commandement: for they alfo do fo honour 44a- 
feshis writings, that they kiffe any piece of Paper, wherein any thing of his is wrir- 
ten, and do exceedingly hate Papifts for their abominable idolatry: as do likewile 
the Jewes. 

that the maker of his work trufteth therein } Which he would never do, ifnor 
bewiccht, and bereft of hisright mind. To truftin a god of a mans own making, 
isa prodigious errour, a ftupendious ftupidiry. 

to make dumb idols } In the Hebrew there isan clegant Agnomination, Elilim 
illemim, {pecchleffe, No-gods, that give no anfwer to their fuitours, and 


—— quorsm [anst numina nomina tantn. 


Verfe 19. Woe unto him that faith tothe Wood, AWake |] Tris wood ftill,and yer 
he faith toit, Awake, Arife, &c. as if he would deny his own reafon, and un-man 
himfelf. When Hezekiah faw that fuch was the venome of the [fraclitith idola- 
try, that the brazen-Serpent ftung worlethen the fiery, he pulled it down, and in 
contempt called it Nebxforan, that is, a piece of braffe, 2 King 18. 4. Pagnins 
rendreth it, enufum. Marinus, eniculum, that is, parum quid eris, a little piece of 
forry braffe. The Jewes at this day fay, thatas long as they fee the Preacher dire 


Î his fpeech and prayer to that little wooden crucifix, that ffandeth in the pulpit by 


him, to call it his Lord, and Saviour, to kneel to it, to embrace. it, to kiffe it, to 
weep upon it, (as is the fafhion of Italy ) this is preaching fufficient for them: and 
perfwadeth them more with the very fight of it to hate Chriftian religion, then 
any reafon that the world can alledge to love it. Woe therefore to thofe Popith-Ido- 
laters, becaufe of offences: deftruttion to them, that thus fay to the wood, Awake, 
and to the dumb ftone, Arife ] A prayer, fit to be preferr’d to God onely, (as 
Pfal. 35. 23.) who giveth not his glory to any other, nor his honour to graven 
images. He that isthe right object of mens prayers, muft be omnipotent, omnipre- 
fent, omnifcient, a God alfo in covenant with us, &c. Isany wood or ftone fo? Is 
it noe inutile lignum a dead ftock? Eben dumam, a dumb ftone? Cur Englith 
feemsto come of the Hebrew. ` 

dt foallteach | Dumb, and yet teach? Others read it queftionwife, Ipfe doceat? 
Can it teach >? What better Jeffon can ye learn from it thena lie, as verfe 18? Bid 
adicu toit therefore, as King Hen. S. did to the Pope (if he had done fo to Popery 
too, it had been better for him ) in his Proteftation againft him.England is no more 
a babe, to be led and fed with lies__. Surely except God take away our right 
wits, not onely the Popes authority fhall be driven out for ever, but his name allo 
fhortly fhall be forgotten in England. We will from henceforth ask counfell of < 

an 


——_ > 
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and his when we lift tobe deceived, when we covet tobe in errour, when we de- 
fire to offend God, trath and honelly &e. l 

behold it i laid over with gold and filver| q. d:- Come and fee, beleeve your 
own cyesatleaft, behold the matter, form, workmanthip of this new-made god, 
and grow wifer. The Rood of Grace with all its trinkets, the blood of Hales (that 
notable impoftor ) was laid apa at Pasis crofle by Cromwell, and there viewed 
in peeces by the people. __ 4 
i Ee ts z PAA oh in. ie middeft of it] No foule, not fo muchas that of a 
beat. O pulchruns caput, fed cerebrum non ineft; faid the ape ( in the fable ) com- 
ming once intoaca:vers fhop. The beft thing that an image can teach a man is, 
thacit felfis dumb and dead : and that the maker thereof cannot give life and breath 
to it, much leffea deity. ; a S i 
Verfe20. But the Lord isin his holy Temple] Itisnot enough to condemne fù- 

‘perftitions : but we muft know and ferve the true God ina true manner. _ Tall 
` wifhed that he could as eafily find out the true religion, as difprove the falfe ones. 
Cambyfes deltroyed the Egyptian idols, rather in {corne of all religion, then hatred 
ofidolatry. Lscian ieared the heathen-gods: and yet was an enemy to Chriftia- 
nity. ¢ Era/mus wasno Papilt, nor yet good Proteftant. Henry the 8. defpifed 
theold religion, and yet envied the new. There are many ( faid He in Parlia- 
ment ) that are too bufy with their new Sampfimms : and others that dote too 
much upon their old Adsempfimus &c. Hence it is that phe Prophet here ‘to thofe 
dunghill-deities ofthe heathens, thofe dead idols, oitfofeth the living and onel 
truc God, fehovah, faithhe, sin his holy Temple: that Effentiator who hat 
his being of himíclf, and gives beeing to all things elfe Colv xa? vovas St. Pant 
elegantly expreffeth it 4 


which doctrine followeth. $ ee 

let all the earth keep filence before him] Heb. fc. orbe Rill, 22 the earth &c. 
Reverentia caufa filete, Tremble at his judgements, truft in his pramifes, wait 
upon him in his ordinances, walk before him in obedience, fpeake not of him or 
tohim, butas knowing your diftance, your infancie. In {peaking of God, our 
r beft eloquence is filence, faith Mr. Hooker. In {peaking to him, quanta cum re- 


#. 17. 25. He sin bis hely Temple, {c. in heaven by his — : 
power and glory and in his Church on earth by his grace and goodnefle. The nfe of ` 
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LEfop, 


De nat, deos, 


Me, 


verentia, quanto timore, quanta humilitate, accedere debet è palude (ua. procedens Bern. de di- 


© repens vilis ranuncnla, faith Bernard? with what reverence and godly feare, 
with. what humility, fhoulda poor fmall frog, creeping out of his mud, draw 
neerunto this great God, before whom Angels appeare with greatelt felf-abafe- 
ments ? what abhorrency then and felf-annihilation can be fufficient to accompany 
ourapproaches to thisgreat God of heaven ? And how fhould the enemies of the 
Church ftand in aw, and even quake before him, wriggling into their holes, as 
wormes do, when it thundreth, and beeing all hufht, as theep are before.the wolfe, 
birds before the hawk,all the beafts of the field before the lion when he roareth. 


— 


CHAP. III 


VErf. 256 


Verfe x. A prayer of Habbakkuk the Prophet} Habakkuk fignifieth a Wraftler, ° 


that by clofing ftriveth to get the better, as hath been before noted on 
chap... To clofe with the adverfary is the beft way to fupplant him, or toavoid 
the blow: fo is running in to God, the way to elcape him. . The: Prophet had 
heard Gods fpeech and wasafraid verfe 2, He faw his wrath ready to break forth; 
and therefore gets in with him by this prayer. He knew thar, . 


FleGitur iratus voee rogante Deus, 


God fuffereth himfelf oft to be overcome by the prayers of his people: and yeel- . 
eth much unto them, when moft bitterly bent Mat. 24. 20. he therefore fers 
fhoulders and fides to work, and wreftle luftily in’ this chapter. He kneQy it 

was a Prophets work, to pray as well as preach : and between thefe two; , 
to divide his time. God forbid ( faith Samwei, whois reckoned the firk of Pro- 
: O 02 oS phets) 


Ovid. 
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E atl foould fin againft the Lord in ceafing to pray for you: 1 will alfo teach 
a a PEPEE WaT 1 i 12, 23. So doth this Prophet: he both pre- 
Faahi prayer ( the word, fay fome, fignifieth /sch a prayer as is si by a Me- 
diatonr before a judge ; we have anadvocate with the Father I Iob. 2. 1. ) and 
dedicated the fame to the people, tobe ufed by them in the time of the captivity : 
which yet they fhamefully neglected to do, as Daniel acknowledgeth chap. 9. 13. 
or if they did any thing towards it, they merely fovghe themfeives in it, and fo 
loft their labour, Zech. 7. 5. whereashad they prayed as here is prefcribed, con- 
feffing their fins, and befeeching God not to deale with them after their deferts, 
‘but according to his ancient loving Rind.neffes that never faile, they might have 
found mercy. The Altar of incente {tood againft the Mercy-feat: and Kev. 9.1 3. 
the prayers of the Saints from the foure corners of the earth found and do great 
things inthe world, make itring. It was the f{peech of a learned man: Ifthere be 
but one-figh come froma gracious heart, it fills the eares of God, fo that God hears 
a S Vocabulum Muficum eft, cujus ratio Hebrass ignota, faith Bux- 
torf: itisa Mufical terme, the reafon whereot is unknown to the Hebrew-Doc- 
tous at this day. Yet Kabbi Salomon (and with him the moft Interpreters ) 
‘rendreth it pro ignorantiis, for ignerances, or as touching his ownand his peoples 
errours z. which the prophet here ( convinced by Gads former anfwer to his ex- 
poftulation ) confeffeth with confufion of face, Ignorance furely is a blufhfull fin; 
cfpecially ifaffected and delighted in ( as the Hebrew word {eemeth to imply, 
confer Prov. 5. 19. ab 20. 1.) Privative ignorance, thongh it do fomwhat ex 


"Ayvoipele, cufca man (ft. à tanto, nota toto, Luk 12. 47-) yet isita fin to be confeffed and 
fi " 


AE, dy Mon. 


ift died f i «9.7. de- 

ewailed: for Chrift died for the not-ksowiug of the people Heb. 9.:7. and 
ease is threatened pie non-fcientia, or lack of knowledge Hof. 4.7. But Cal- 
. vin well obferveth here, that the Prophet by begging pardon for i; norances, doth 
not omithis own and the peoples more grievous fins: but fheweth, that men 


muftalfo be fenfible of their leffer lapfes, and cry out with Duvid ( after whofe ` 


: is whole fong is framed ) Who can nnderftand bis errors (or ignoran 
eae and inconliderate fins ? ) Oclenfe thon me from fecret faults. Pfal. 
1 fi L i ivi anditionem the 

: ard I have heard thy fpeech and was afraid) Audivi andit m 
a e a (not thyfame, nat report, as fome render it, unleffe ithe 
‘in the Prophet Efays ferife, chap. 53. 1..but) thy preceding difcoufe, in anfwer 
to my difceptation. 1 have heard that the Babylonians will come, and that my 
eople muft into captivity. This was no pleafant hearing: for we all naturally 
Farin inthe fhoulder, when call’d to carry the croffe-: but thofe that do what 

they fhould not, muft look to hear and feel too, what they would not. i 

and was afraid] Fear is conftrittiocordis ex Jenfu mali infantis, a paffion of t j 
foule fhrinking in it {elf from fome imminent evill. The wicked heare and pere k 
or their feare driveth them from God, as itdid guilty Adam. Contrarily, the god- 
ly tremble at Gods judgements, whiles they hang in the threatenings: and draw 
nigh to him with intreatics of peace. - this feare Ps the Lord is rong confidence, 

` d his children have a place of refu e, Trov, 14. 26. i 5 
she ie mt thy workin i she of the yeares| i. e, Preferve alive thine It 
‘rael, that work of thine hands Efay. 45. x1. together with thy work ofgrace in 
theirhearts: keep that {parkcalive upon the fea of tribulations and ela ane 

The Angels ( faith a Reverend man )are kept with much leffe care, charge, a a 

power, then we: becaufe they have no biaffe, no weights of fin bung te 
them &c. There isnot fo much of the glory of God ( faith Another ) inal hi 


works of Creation and Providence, as in one gracious action thata Chriftiaa 


-performeth. 7 i 
pe the middeft of the yeares make known) fe. thy power in perfecting oy glory, 
and not forfaking the work ofthimeown hands P/a/. 138. S- It was Lar ae 2 ie 
all prayer, Confirm, O God, in us, that thou haft wrought: and pore pile 

- work thar thou haft begun in us, to thy glory, Sobeit. So Q, Euifa et r oe 
prifoner at Wcodftock,pray’d thus: Look Lord upon the wounds of thine hands : 


and defpife not the work of thine hands. Thou haft written me down n ai 


book of prefervation with thine own hand : O read thine own hand-writi 
faveme, &c. But what meant the Seventy here to tranflate, Ix the midd 


ng, and Erel.. Elif. 
eft of two Pag. 134. - 


beafts : which whiles Ribera ftriveth to defend he tells us a tale of the babe of Beth- yi Wa 


lehem, born in a ftable, and laid in a manger betwixt two beafts, 


Ča 


an oxe and an affe. 


lc may very well be, that the Church here prayeth for Gods grace and favour, du- 


ring the time of her captivity. 


dn wrathremember mercy\ In commotione ire > when thouart moft moved againft 


us, and haft as much adoe to forbear ki 


lling ofus, as thou’hadft to forbear Alofes, 


when thou metteft him in the Inne; then remember tofhew mercy, call to mind thy 


compaflions which failnot. Look thẹn 


ufeft co doe unto thofe that lovethy name, Pful. 119. 132. The 


ned with az evil, an onely evil, without 


upon us, and be mercifuil unto us, as thou 
wicked are threat- 
any mixture of mercy: this the Prophet Ezek.7,<, 


here deprecateth, and beggeth mercy. Per miferere mei tollitur iva det. 
` Ferfe 3. God came from Teman\ The Prophet alludeth to that of Mlofes in his 


Swan-like {fong Deut. 33.2. and alledgeth Gods benefits of old, for his 
their prefent confirmation of faith: without which prayer would be to no 
hence effectual prayer is called the prayer of faith, Fam. 5. 15. Faith is ch 
ı tion of prayer, and prayer is the fervency of faith. Whatfsever 
(hull receive, faith our Saviour. Caft thy burthen (or thy requeft) upon the Lord faith Pfalss. 


own and 
Purpofe : 
e founda- 
Je ask, beleeving, yee Marg. 


Duvid. To help us fo to doe, it is of fingular ufe toconfider what God hath done 


heretofore : for thou baft, thou wilt, is an ordinary medi 


um of Scripture Logick, fee 


Pfal.85. 1,2,3,4- Therebe fix Ha/ts drawing in the next, Trs. xs again &c. 
ver. 4. See alfo 2 Cor. 1. 10. Gods Majefty & might when he gave the Law in Sinai, 


is here fet forth, to fhew how eafily he can, if he pleafe, 


his people, as the Streams in the fouth. 


turn again the captivity of PÄI, 126.4 
al, 126,4" 


Asd the holy One from mount Paran. Selah) He tharis Holineffe it felf(a title farre 
too good for that man of finne, that Meram Scelus, the Pope, Philip the Faire of 


France did him right, in writing to bhim thus Sciat tua maxima Fatuitas &e. 
known to your Foolifhneffe, not to your Holineffé) and that muft be fangifi 


righteoufnefle Efzy 5. 16. mount Para 


Be it 
ed in 
was contiguous to the mountains Sinai 


and Teman, otherwife called Seir for its roughneffe Dent. 33. 2. Selah. This the Se. 


venty make to be amufical notion, rend 


ring it Diapfalma. It feemeth to import 


an affeveration of a thing fo so be, and an admiration thereat. The Jews at this day 


ufe it in their prayers for Legnolanz i.e. 


the Singers of the Temple came to a Selah (which word is ufed 92 times in 


For ever, or Amen. Itis probable, that 
Scripture, 


and onely in Pfalmes and Songs) they made a paufe, thar the hearers might ftay 


their thoughts awhile upon the preceding 
fervation. Hence Tremellius and Luniuse 


matter, worthy ofmore then ordinary ob- 
xprefle Selah by the adverbs Sume Max- 


ime, Vehement ifsime, Excellenter, It was doubtleffe a fingular mercy of God to his 


people of Zfrael, that he came from Teman 
and there to give them right Indgcements, 


&c. to {peak with chem from heaven : 
and true Lawes, good Starures and Com- 


nandements, Neh. 9.13.14. This when he did. 
His glory covered the Heavens, and the Earth was fll of bis praife) The Law was. 


given ina moft majeftick manner (fee Exo 


d. 19.) partly to procure reverence to the 


doctrine of it, partly to fet forth the nature and office of it, whieh is to terrify OF 


fenders, and to drive them to Chrift: and 


partly alfo to fhew that God hath pow- 


cr, and weapons enow, to defend thofe that keep his Law, and to punith fuch as. 
would draw them off from their obedience thereunto. That’s a pious meditation of 


a Reverend Writer, if the Law were thu 


s given, how fhall it be required ? IF fuch Dr. Hall 


were the Proclamation of Gods Statutes, what fhall the Seffions bee? I fee -and 


tremble at tte refemblance, Gc. 


Verfe4. And his brightnelfe was as the light) The glory ofthe Lord was as a de- 
vouring fire on the top of the mountain. Exod. 24.17. the noon-day light, the-Sun wh 
in his ftrengcth was nothing to this incomparable brightneffe; which was as the light, 


Or as the Sun: Ceri 31. 26. and 37. 20. 
Sun Oris, (w! ict is the word here ufed dH 


Hence the-Heathens called 4j o2 or the 
ence alfo the Greek sed ro fees, 


He had hry: 5 comig ont of his haad] Or, bright beams out of his fide, asthe Sun. 


hath: The =.“ te Lord are in every place Prov.15.3. and every man before Rev. 4. €. 
himisallwess né pac29. the whole world isto him as 4 Sea ‘of Llafe, a clear 


Oo 3 tranfparent 
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tran{parent body, he fhines and feesthrowit. Gods hasdor fide is faid tobe hor- 
ned in the fenfe, that Mofes his face was. Exod. 34. 30. 

And there was the hiding of his power} Not the revealing of it, but velamen, fim- 
bolum, integumentum, the veil the cover, fuch as God put over him when he fhew- 
ed Mofes his giory. He couid :ee but his back parts, and live - we need fee no more, 
that we may live. God isinvifible, incomprehenfible, and dwelleth in light unap- 
proachable. How little a thing doth man here underftand of God, /0b 26. 14, 
the greateft part of that he knowerh, is but the leaft part of chat he knoweth nor. 
Surely as a weak eye is not able to behold the Sun, no nor the ftrongeft eye with- 
out being dazled - we cannot look uponit iz rora, but only ix radiis: fo here we 
cannot fee God in his Effence,but onely in his‘effects, in his works and in his Word, 
where alfo we have but a fhew, but a fhadow ofhim, we fee but his-train in the 
Temple as Efay: the holy Angels cover their faces with their wings as with a dou- 
ble {carfe before Gods brightneffe, which would put out their eyes elfe “f. 6.3. fee 
Pfal. 104.2. 1 Tim. 6. 16. . 

Verfe 5. Before him went the peftilence)’ Dever the word fignifieth fuch a difeafe, 
tsaar as cometh by a divinedecree. So Hypocrits call the peftilence 73 O€cv, becaufe fexr 
by Goin a tpiritual manner, a ftroke of his own bare hand as it were. Hereit is 
made one of his Apparicours or purfivants, fent before him to deftroy the Canti- 
nites, as it had done the Egyptians. 

And burning coals went out at his feet) Or, the carbuncle burning bile Dest. 32.24 
The Vulgar tranflateth it rhe devil, Others”ArPeeE a deadly inflammation, where- 
of good Ocecolampadius died, and was lamented by Melancthon. But Luther very 

Lib, de Mifa uncharitably (the beft have their failings). wrote chat he beleeved Occolampadiriz 
privat. ignitis Satana telis & haftes confoffum, {ubitanea morte peri fe, that Oecolszzpadins di- 
ed fuddenty, being ftabb’d to death with the fiery darts of the devill. 

Verfe6. He ftood and meafured the earth! Not Fofhuah but God brought his pen- 
ple into thepromifed land, and divided it amongft them, Pfal. 78.55. Like as alfo 
he had divided the whole earth by bounds and borders to the feveral Nations 
Pfal.74. 17. and doth ftill appoint men the bounds of their habitations 4:4. 
17. 26. 

He beheld and drove afunder the Nations] He did it with his looks, as it were: 
that is, with very little adoe. Let the Lord but arife oxely, and his enemies fhall be 
cand, Elif. fcattered, let him but frown, and they fall before him: “If Auguftus could frown to 
death Afnis Pollio: and Queen Elizabeth her chancellour Harton, what fhail we 
think of Gods bended browes ? 

And the everlafting mountains were {cattered| i.e. thofe kingdomes of the Cansa- 
nites that were held firm and unmoveable as the mountains, yea rivetted as it were 
uponeternity, fee Nizs.13.21. 31,22. Thefewere fcattered, difitieruar fell in 
pecces, and leapt this way and that way, as ftones broken with a great hammer. 
God threfhed th-fe mountains, and beat them {mall, he made the hills as cafe I fagi. 
15. No worldly height could ftand before him. By mountains here fome underftand 
Kings and Princes, as by bils, thofe ofinferiour rank. 

His wayes are everlafting) Heb. his walks or journies, that is, his government of 
the world by his power and wifedomeis perpetual, he never cafteth off the care 
thereof: There are that referre the word histo the (azaanites, who had of old pot- 
feffed the land without difturbance ; But the former fenfe is the better. 

Verfe 7. I fav the Tents of Cafhan) King of Adefopstamia, who tyrannized over Zf- 
racl eight years, after Fofhua’s death: God felling his people to him for zazghr, and 
not increafing his wealth by their price, P{1l. 44.12. Judg. 3.8. But delivering them 
in the end by that valiant O; bniet, who brought the tents of Cufham under afflittion or 
vanity. Some render it propter iniquitatem, becaufe of iniquity, and fet this fenfe 
upon it: Tt was for finne that God fold his people into the hands of Cafan Riska- 
thaiim, and yet afterwards fent them a Saviour: why then fhould they now defpair 

of a feafonable return out of captivity, though by their finnes they have provoked 
the Lord to wrath - fith ifthey recurne unto him and {eek his favour, there is yet 
mercy with the Lord that he may be feared ? Loe, this is the right ufe of hittories : 


1 


gury loves 


and this is our duty to make obfervations to our felves, as did the Prophet here, Z ` 


Saw the tents of Cuban = I confidered the thing that hath been, it is the fame which 
a 
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fhall be, and that which is done, is that which fhall be done Gc. Ecclef. 1.9. Hifte- 
rie fide meonitrices. Dicuntur aP T istves rey ofty, . 

«drd the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble\:Cortina vel pelles &c. When 

by the fword of the Lord and of Gideo:: they were cut off and difcomfited Fade. 7. 

. &c. ; 

7 Virfe 8. Wasthe Lord difpleafed againft the Rivers ?}-As Xerxes, that brutifh 
man, was again{t the Hellefpont, for battering his bridge of boates, beating it and 
cafting a pair of fetters intoit ? Was God thus angry againft Jordan, and againtt 
the red-Sea ? No fuch matter. Jf God feem angry at any time againft the reafon- 
leffe, or liveleffe creatures, itis for a punifhment of mans fin. But here his end and 
purpofe was to fhew ; that he did ride upon thofe horfes and charets ( the rivers, 
and fea ) for the falvation of his people. He did fo when time was : and that hewill 
do foagain, when time fhall ferve, this queftion in the text fhews, that thete is no 
queftion to be made of it. 

Verfe 9. Thy bowe was made quite naked] fc. Outof thecafe. He meaneth, thy | 
power was clearly manifefted,and powerfully exerted againft the nations above men- 
tioned: fo that all men might fee plainly, that thou wert that max of warre, Exod. 
15.3- which fhooteft thine arrowes at a certainty, and never miffeft thine enemies, 
thy but-mark. See fob 16, 12. 

according to the oathes of the tribes, even thy Word ] i.e. according to thy promi- 
fes to thy people, confirmed with oathes, even thofe /ure mercirs of David, or 
affured to David. Some renderit, according tothe eathes, thofe props of thy word. 
His word is fure and fufficient of it felf: but, for our: better fertlement, and asa 
prop to our faith, He hath bound it with oathes: that by twe immntable things, in 
Which it ws impoffible for God to lie, Wwe might have firong con{clation, Heb. 6.18. 
For now we may fay with Solomon, For thy words fake, nay more, For thine oathes 
fake, and according to thine own beart haft thon done all this, 2 Sam. 7. 18, 21. Thy 
love moved thee to make promife, yea, to give oath: and now thy truth bindeth 
thee to performe. All thy pathes to thy people now are mercy and truth, Pal. 25. 
10. not mercy onely, but merey and truth: not by a providence onely, but by ver- 
tue of a promife, ratified with an oath : This is fweet indeed ; this deferves a Selah] 
to be fet to it. aio 

thoy didft cleave the earth with rivers] Exod. 17.6. Pfat. 78. 15,16. Dent. 8.1 Se 
Neb. 9.15. This cleaving the hard Rock, and fetting it abroach, this turning of che 
flint into a fountain, P/a/. 114. 8. was a work of Ornipotency, and is therefore fo 
much celebrated. It maketh much to the miracle, that theearth was cleft with ri- 
vers: this importeth both the plenty and the perennity thereof: for the Rock, that 
is, the river out of the rock followed them, 1 Cor. 10. 4. leftin that dry and bar- 
ren wilderneffe they fhould perifh for want of water. The fame God alfo who had 
given his people petram aquatilem, gave them pisviam efcatilém, (as Tertallian Tertul-de pan- 
phrafeth it) Manna from heaven, Quails in great abundance, and never was ‘4 
Prince better ferved in his greateft pomp. He alfo defended them from the fiery 
ferpents, and delivered them from a thoufand other deaths, and datgers: all which 
mercies are here implied, though one onely be inftanced: and all to afcertain the 
Saints how much God fetteth by them, and what he will yet do for them, as oc- 
cafion requireth. As he made the world at firft, that he might communicate and 
impart himfelf to his Ele& : fo for their fakes doth he {till preferve and govern it, 
ordering the worlds diforders by an over-ruling power, for his own glory, and their 
eternall good. 

Verfe 10. The mountains faw thee, and they trembled] fc. At the promulgation 
of the Law, Ered. 19. 17. Phal. 114. 4,6. when God came with ten choufand 
of his Saints, Dest. 33.2. and fo terrible was the earth-quake, that it wrought an 
heart-quake, even in Mofes himfelf, Heb. 12. 21. Itis the office of the Law to do 
fo: and happy is he, who terrified, and thunder-ftruck by the threats thereof, 
runnes to Chrift for refuge; asto One whois able to fave to the utmhoft them that 
come unto God by him, Heb. 9.25. Some take monatains metaphorically, forthe 
Mighties of the earth, and read it thus. Fhe mountains Jaw thee, and they grieved. . 
See Num. 22.3. Jef. 2. 9, 10, 11. a 

The over-flowing of the Water paffed by\ che inundation of Jordan paffed inte 
the 
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the dead-fea,the lower pare of it,I mean :like as the upper, ftood, and rofe UP Upon an 
heap, fo/s.3.16. being bounded and barred up by the Almighty powerot God. 
Gxalth. the deep uttered his voice; and lifted up his hands on high | 3.¢. [fummo conferfis 
fuffragates eft, &c. It voiced, and voted for Gods judgements ; helping forward 
the execution thereof. 


or rejoycing : they took pleafure in their cruelty, and promifed themfelves im- 
unity. f ; 
P Verfe x5. Thou diddeft walk, thorongh the fea c. ] q: d. Shall they thus pre- 
vaile by iniquity? and did they carry theballupon the ‘toot till they had gotten. 
the goale ? Hath ever any waxed fierce againft God, and profpered, lob. 9. 4 > 


Verfe 11. The Sun and Moon fleod fill intheir habitation | viz. In the dayes I trow, not. Zhox that of old dida’ ft walk through the red fea, did't tread it, or, 


of fofbuah, and upon his prayer, chap. 10. 12, 13. whereupon One criech out, ', foot ity andthat moft {wiftly, as if thou had’ft had thy change of horfes. ' Phl. $6.7. 
Buchol, O admirabilem piarum precum vim ac potentiam quibus ctiam caleftiacedunt, he. _tharow the heap of great waiters] which thon laid’ on heaps for thy peoples 

O the admirable power of prayer, that worketh wonders in heaven! and oh the fake, fo that, inftead of being iwallowed up, they were preferved thereby : 

‘heroicall faith of fofbuab, the trophees whereof hee fet in the very orbes of Thoa Lord, I fay, hak many times fince, (when all hope failed ) opened a faire 

heaven. - $ , E NS way for thy fervants to efcape. out of greateft dangers : and fo I toft thou wilt 

at the light of thine arrowes, they went | By thefe fhining arrowes, and glittering againe, when they moft ftand in need of thine heavenly help. Can res eft in acie 

{pears, fome underftand that terrible lightening , mixt with that horrible hail, Fok. novacule &c. God willbe feen of his in the Monnt. 

ro. 11. with Exod. 9.23. and then it is figura plane poetica, a Poeticall expre- Verfe 16. When I heard, my belly trembled he. J] Heard what? That fpeech 

On: for the Poets call lightening Ards BiG, Joves arrow. See the like Pfat. 18. 


S AG : ofthine, verfe. 3. whereunto the Prophet now réturneth (after along digreffi- 

a roy 14. The huge hail-ftones were Gods glittering {pears, wherewith he flaughtered ‘on forthe peoples fupport and comfort ; Digreffions in divine difcourtes are not 
A „his enemies, Others fuppofe, thac thefe things are meant of the arms and weapons alwayes and abfolutely unlawfull. God fometimes draweth afide the do@rine, 
Judg.7.18. Of the Ifraelites, called Gods arrowes and fpears, becaufe ufed at his command, and to fatisfie fome {foule which the preacher knowes nor: and, fparingly ufed, ix 
ordered by him. This fence Gualsher liketh better, as moft comfortable to C brifti- quickeneth attention. ) O Lord 1 have heard thy fpeech (touching Ifraels captivity, 

an warriours, who fight the Lords battels. chap. 1. andafter that, the Chaldeans calamity, chap. 2. ) and was afraid verfez. 

Verfe 12. Thou didft march thorow the land in indignation) Heb. Thom didff Neither was thisa flight or fudden pang, and foon put over: but fach as foaked 


walk in pomp, as a Conquerenr, thorow the land, fe. of Canaan, in contempt of the tothe very roots, fo that my belly, or my heart in my belly rrembled 3 See Prov, œ 
Oppofite forces, treading upon the necks of thine enemies, fofb.10, 24. © 20. 27- ei : ; 
thon didft thref the heathen in anger | See Amos 1.3. Adic. 4.13. God, by the my lipps quivered\ through want of naturall heate, which in this fright. was 
hands of fefouab, did.all this. The moft of the old inhabitants were deftroyed. gone inward to fuccour the heart: as fouldiers upon the approach of an enemy run 
Some few fled into Africk, and left written upon a pillar for a monument to pc- into the caftle. . ’ 
fterity ; We are Phanicians, that fled from the face of Jofouah the fon of Nave. ; at the voice] at the dreadfull denunciations of judgements. 
Verfer3. Then wentelt forth for the falvation of thy people | q.d. “Ihou waft rottenneffe entred inte my bones] Poetico more ex fignis deftribit, faith Gualther, - 
Generaliffimo in Your expeditions, in the dayes of the Judges, who therefore were The Prophet, in manner ofa Poet, defcribeth his great feare, by the gracious effets . 
fo fucceffefull. How could they be atherwife, when God came with them into the and fignes thereof in his body. 
Camd. Elifab, field? If Q, Elizabeth could take for her Motto, Cui adhareo, praeft, He to whom that I might reft inthe day of trouble} This was the fruit of his holy feare of Gods . 
I adhere, prevaileth, how much more may Almighty God fay as much ? imminent judgements, and that contrition of fpirit that followed thereupon : 
even for falvation with thine anointed | i.e. with David, 1 Sam. 16. 12, 13. viz. thatboth Hee, and all that took part with him in thofe pious practifes of fen: 
2 Sam. §- 3, 16. and 19,22. and 22. 51. Pfal, 20.7. a lively type of Chrift, fibleneffe and felf-abafemene, fhould have ptace with God, and be able to call their 
that Meffiah the Prince, the,myftery of which promifed Saviour, the ancient Jew- foules to reft in the evill day. ; os 
Doctours confeffed to.be contained in this text, It is not altogether unlikely, thag when he commeth up Gc. | i.e. The Chaldean fpoiler. 
the Prophet might intend here to point at Jefus Chrift, when he faith, for falva- he will invade them with his troops] Or, cut thems in peeces. And that this was 
tion (Jefhang, whence Jefus ) for thine anointed, or thy Chrif. There are that done, See 2 King. 25. and the book of Lamentations thorowout. Howbeit in 
read the wordsin the Future-tenfe, thus: Thon [alt go forth forthe falvasion of judgement God remembreth mercy, asthe Prophet had pray’d: for befides the 
thy people, fc. when Mefliah that great Sopitator cometh: thos foals wound the - favour that the Jews found at Babylon by meanes of Danse? and others, Cyrus ha- 
head of the wicked, fc. of the Devil, Rom. 16.20. Thon foalt make naked ihe fasz- ving taken that city gave commandment,that no Jews, or any that fpake the Syri- 
dation of his kingdom, wato the neck. Selah: thou fhalt utterly deftroy fin, death, an tongue fhould be hurt, as Xenophon relateth: andafter this he gave them free 
and heil; A remarkable mercy indeed, a myftery of greareft concernment, and ‘  Teave to return home. 
moft worthy to be confidered. Gualther carries the fence this way : and yet addeth, Ferfe 17. Although the figtree foal not blofom} Here the Prophet fhewetha 
that if any pleafe to refer the words to the hiftory of the old Teftament, they muft well fettled and a fedate mind indeed: that he had attained, andby prayer waded 
be underftood of thofe tyrants that perfecuted the true Church, and whom God for untoa bleffed compofedneffe and /abbath of fpirit, -fuch as che cock on the dan 
Chrifts fake fubdued and fubverted, together with their kingdomes. hillmedled not with, neither knoweth the worth of: it‘being che moft precious 
Verfe z4. Thou didf ftrike thorew with his Staves, the heads of his villages | Heh. and peerleffe jewel that ever the heart of man came acquainted with, ‘Je hath Soy A 
thon didft pierce, or bore thorow, as with an awger, with his faves (a Metaphor been before noted, that the Prophet here taketh, out his own letfon of living by . i 
from fhepherdy, according to that, P/al. 23.3. thy vod and thy flaffe, &c. ) or, with faith in the faile of outward comforts. Origens teaching and living were faidta , eS 
Adis 26.7. histribes ( the Awdtagzevacy ) chat entred the land of promife: with chefe men, ot be both alike : - Habakkuks were fo. Divinity is practical: If ye know thele x 
with thefe weapons, though never fo unlikely, thou diddeft by ,the hand of David, things, happy are yeif yedo them: As leffons of Mufitk muft be practifed, and — è 
wound tke hairy Jealp of thine enemies, thofe Pagans and perfecutours: and mucti a copy notread onely, but imitated: fois ir here. Jtisablufhful thing qaando - , | 
more wiit, vy. the Son of David, fabdue Satan and his Complices. ' > dila fatlis erwbefcant, as Tertullian hath it 3 when mens lives put their words Ples fanime. ' 
they came out as a whirl-winde to fatter me} Heb. they teripefted, they railed an to the bluth, when Sandiores funt anres plebis quam cordafacerdornm, there are nips nicim 
kurly-burly, being turbulent {pirits, as the devil is,ro difperfe me, asthe duft of the more heavenly do@rines in the eoples cares, then ever were in the. preachers quam in libelli 
tmountainsis fcattered before a whirle-winde. heart, as Hilary hath it: when ee One faid of Era/ms his Enchiridion )thereis Awtore. 


their rejoycing was asto devour the poor] i.e, Poor me, they devoured in fecret. more holineffe inan Authours book, then in his bofom : 
asif God had been nothing aware of their doings: and this was their éxufration, ! 
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Arift Bheir. Ariftotle requireth ina Teacher, that he hew himfelf a patern of his own rules + 
Epift.ad Epbef. and it isa good thing to teach (faith Jgnarins ; tdv ô atyss amis if thou practife . 


Mr. Sam, 
Crook, 


o 
Neh, 8. 10. 


Gen. 29.1, 


_ eAn Expofition on 


Exemplisfane qui docet, ike docet. 


the fame that thou ceacheft. That is an excellent commendation indeed that js 
given to a late eminent Divine amongft us, that his life was but one continu. 
ed Commentary upon his doctrine : and an exemplary fermon confifting of 
living words, or of words tranflated into works. The juft foal live by his faith, 
faith Habakkuk: and that I do fo, it fhill well appear by my living upon 
God, when I have nothing elfe to fubfift with ; by beleeving him upon his 


` bare word, and that againft {enfe in things invifible, and again{t reafon in things 


incredible. 

Although the figtree &c. .q d. Let warr come on, and with warr famine; 
as it befell Jerufalem at the laft fiege inthe dayes of Zedekiah, 2 King. 25. 3, 
der. 52. 6. Lam. 2. 11, 12, there wasno relicfleft for the people, the enc- 
my had eaten upall, as foe? 2. and. made cleane work, fo that faithlefle men 
were woe-begone, ‘and ready to ron mad for the fight of their eyes Dest. 28.24, 
with 51. andto devour their own fingers, as Pope Boniface 3. did, when fhut 
up clote prifoner in St. Ange/oand forely ftraitened. 

Verfe 18. Yet I will rejoyce in the Lord, I willjoy in the God of my falvation] 
This joy of the Lord was the Prophets /frength, and kept his head above all waters 
of afttiGien. So it was Davids at the fack of Ziglag 1 Sam. 30. 6. when 
Sani at the fame time for want of it ran firit to the witch, andthence to the 
{words point. AGood man hath God for his portion : and if any occafion 
of difcontent or trouble befall him, he retircth into his Cownting-boufe, and 
there feeth himfelf fo well ftored with unloofable graces and invaluable privi- 
Icdges, that he cannot be greatly moved Pfal. 62. 2. Hus foule in greateft 


ftraights can magnifie the Lord, and hes [pirit rejoycein God his Saviour. Dit 


quieted he may be fornetimes for a {eafon,: till he hath recolle@ed and better be- 
thought himtelf,, we are freggering faith the Apoltle, but not wholy flicking 


"2 Cor. 4. 8. for not the eveneft waights but at their firt putting into the 


bailance do fomwhat fway both parts thereof, not without fome thew of 


‘inequality, which yet after fome little motion do fettle themfelves in a meet poife 


and pofture: è 

Verfe 19. The: Lord God % my firength] And hence his joy of faith, and 
ability to beare up under preffures of affliGions as a man that is well liacd with 
in, and hath abundance of good blood and freth fpirits, can endure to go with lefe 
cloths then another &c. 

etnd he will wake my feet like bindes feet Asthefe do fwiftly and fuddenly 
run uptothe top of inacceffible rocks, fo fhallI quickly efcape out of trouble, 
and walk upon mine high places againe in the holy land: Yea as facob after he 
had converfed with God at Bethel, ifs #phis feet and went luftily on his way 
to Padan- Aram, fo fhall 1 go lightly on my long journey to heaven; and, having 


“my foule fuppled with the oyle of fpirituall joy, I fhall find ic made more lith, hime 


ble and ready to every good work. 

tothe chief-mufitian on my firinged inftruments]- This is David-like indeed, 
as inthe whole prayer or fong he refembleth that fweet finger of Mracl: and 
the verfe hath caufed a cloud. Euthywins faith of David, that he was Primi 
regis lingua & cor Œ calamus, the tongue, hart, and pen of almighty God. 
In the primitive times, happy was he held that could repeate aliquid Davidi- 
cum, any thing of Davids doings. Our king Alured tranflated the Pfalter him- 
felf into his own Saxon tongue. Andromicus the Greek Empcrour made it his 
manuall, his Vade-mcwm. It appeareth by the contexture of this whole chap- 
ter, that the Prophet Habakksk was well veried in the Plalms , which isa 
{weet field and Rofary of promifes, a Summary of the old Teftament faith Lø- 
ther: the good foules Soliloquie, faith Another; wherein are Amulets of com 


fort 


l Cuar.3, 
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fort more pleafant then the pooles of Hefhbon, more glorious then the tower 
of Lebanon, moreredolent then the oyle of Aaron, more fructifying chen the 
dew of Hermon &c. Moft worthy tobe laidup in that Perfian casket embroy- 
dered with gold and „pearle which Alexander relerved for Homers Iliads. Our 
Prophet as he partly imitated, and partly tranfcribed them inthis Canticle yea 
inthis verfe ( Confer Pfalm. 18. 33, 34. ) So he concludeth as 2 k 


i r ; as David man 
times beginneth, To she chief-channter or Mufick.mafter, or To bim that ped 


celleth{c : intheart of finging and playing on Inftruments, thofe holy Levites 
whofe charge it was 1 Chron. 9. 33, and for whom he doubted not but God 
would afford and provide new matter of Pfalmody, by compaffing his people 
about with fangs of deliverance, Selah Pfal, 32. 7- 
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Upon the Prophefie of 


ZEPHANIAH. 


Cuar. I. 


Bere E werd of tke Lord which came unto Zephaniah] 
which is( by interpretation ) Gods Secretary, or 
Hidden-one, Pfal. 27. 5. and 83. 3. Or, as Hie- 


asl Am i faai and fome others will have it, Gods Watchman 
tres,quotquot ack, 3. 2, and 33.7. A fit name for a Prophet. 

nominatimre- the fon of Cui, the fon of Gedaliah c.) Thef 
cenfentur, ipfos were, if not Prophets,(as the Jew-Docours make 


guog propheras them) yet men famous in the Church: 
fuiffe dicum. Alexander and Rufus, though they 2 be mentioned and no rer hea hie 
_ in the dayes of Zofiab| who rained one and thirty years, but being in his minc- 
rity, begannot to reform religion, much corrupted in the dayes of his idolatrous 
father Amon, till the eighteenth yecr of his raignc, 2 Kixg. 22. 1. and 23. 22. 
' sya A or after the sa oan the word of the Lord came unto Zepha- 
ah, rpretersagree not. Jeremiah ( his contemporar began - 
cy till the thirteenth yeer of Fofiak’s anh ler. 1. 4 2. AR Leaded setie 
his twelfth yeer )he had begun to reform withagreat deale of zeale, 2 Chron. 
34. 3. but withall he met witha great deale of oppofition from the Princes and 
re who had been wofiully hardened and habituated in their idolatry under 
anaffeband Amon, and therefore with much difficulty drawn: off. Zephanyand 
Jeremy were fingular helps no doubt, to that peereleffe king in his zealous under- 
takings for God. But why he fhould fend to Ha/dab the Propheteffe, rather then 
to either of them 2 King, 22. 13. whatother reafon can be given but that fhe 
dwelt in the Colledge at Terufalem, and io was ext at hand? And why Hewent 
up againit Pharash Necho, and fent not firft to any Prophet to ask their advife, 
o can we fay but this, that fometimes both grace and wit are aflecp in the 
oliett and warieft breafts? and that the belt of Gods Saints may be fomcetimes 
mifarried by their paffion, to their cef? Per. 2. 


Cuaar.i. the Prophecie of Zephaniah. 
m off the land) Exorditm plane tragics 


ee ear 
Verfe 2. Iwill utterly confume all things fro 
Hard knots muft have hard wedges ; , 


A tragical beginning ofa terrible fermon. 


e 


eom seeen 
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hard hearts, heavy menaces : yea handfuls of hell-fire muft be caft into the faces of 


fuch, thatthey may awake out of the fnare of the devill, by whom they are held 


captive at his pleafure. 2 Tim. 2.26. Icisin the Hebrew, garherixg I wil guber 
all things &c- q- d- g: I will pack, ap, I will take mine owne, and begone. Converrain 
& convafabo oninia, Iwill fweep away ali by the beefome of my wrath; and leave a 
clean land behind me, for the finnes of thofe that dwell therein. The doubling of 
this denunciation C olligendo Colligam importeth the certainty, verity and vehemen- 


cy thereof. 


Saith the Lord) Dittum Fehove. You may beleeve it therefore : for every word 
of hisis fure, and cannot be broken Johs 10. 35. May not be flighted or fhifred off 


Lich. 12. 25+ 


Vere 3. Iwill confume man and beak] Heb. Iwill gather (as verfe 2.) them,and 
caft them away as they do the {weepings of the houfe. See the word ufed in rhis 


fenfe, Pful. 26. 9, Gather not my foul 
a better purpofe: both while they ar 


with 
e alivi 


finners &c. God gathereth his people for 
e, Pfal. 27. 10. and when they dye, Ejay 


57-1 The righteous is sakez away (Heb. gathered) from the evil to come : as a Shep- 


heard gathereth his fheep whena ftorm 1s co 


his jewels, when his houfe is on fire. 


33, 41.4 


L will ohl ume the fouls of the heaven) 
Gen. 9. 2. for phyfick and for delight; 
ned as a judgement to him to loofe the 


ming : or asa matter of a family doth 


But as for che wicked, they are gathered too, 
but itis for flaughter, as beaftsin a pound, malefactours ina prifon: and at the laft 
day the tares fhall be gathered and bundled up together for hels Furnace, Mar. 


Made for mans ufe, to beto him for food, 
as companions of his life : hence it is threat- 
m Jer, 4.25. and ro. and here. 


An the fifhes of the Sea] Made likewife for mans ufe to feed him, Nym. 11.5.22. 
Luke 24. 42, hence the latine pifcis of pafco to feed, and the Hebrew Berechah for a 


filbpoole : the word fignifieth a bleffing Gen.1 
here threateneth deftruction to beatts, birds, a 


2.2 
nd fithes, not by way of Hyperbole,as 


. with Neh. 2.14, Now the Lord 


the Rabbines dreams: but becaufe in common calamities, in warlike tumults, and 
when God will deftroy a people indeed, the beafts alfo are killed up, the foules hun- 


tedaway, the fifh-pooles waited, Oc 


Illyrivwm, Thracia, Macedonia, Greece, 


late and empty both of men and oth 


er creatures. 


Let thofe that will not beleeve this, look into 
and divers parts of Turky, laid utterly defo- 


Hierome upon this text, and 


likewife upon Hof. 4. affirmeth the fame of his native countrey, wafted fo with 
crefceates vipres Ó condenfa {yluarum, chasta pe- 


Warre, ut, preter calum & cenm, eS 


rierint, that befides ayre and earth, and 
And that we may not wonder at this feveritie O 


briars, and forrefts, all was deftroyed. 
f God, hear what the fame Father 


faith elfwhere of his ungracious countrymen: J» mea patria dens Ven er eft, & in diem 


vivitur & fanttior eft ille qui ditior; In my countr 
ry is in their fhame, they minde earthly things : 
ion, and utter defolation, as Phil. 3.19. Gualth 
in we may obferve, faith he, the judgemen 
that whereas we fee in populous places, 
woods and fields, with birds and beafts, t 


ey their belly is their god, their glo- Epift.ad Chre- 
and fo their end hath been deftru- ™ 


ers Note here is very good : here- 


tof God and his wondertull providence : 
rivers and pooles co abound with fifh, 
hough they bee continually caught, and 


carried away: yet where there want men Co make ufe of them, there are few or 
none to be found. For as they were all made for man, fo when men are con fumed, 
they alfo are confumed, as is here threatned. Noz ita remerè fieri putemus, &c. Tet 
Gods hand herein be acknowledged, and his anger appeafed by faith in Chrift Jefus 
and repentance from dead works, that our land may be fi owed with the feed o° men asd 


of beafts. 


And she ftumbling-blocks with the wicked] Thole Balaams blocks, thofe moments yy fib, Reg: 
and monuments ofidolatry, that fo much offend God, and caufe offece and ruine to eres 
thofe that worfhip them, (as Excherizes interpreceth it) who are here called wicked, 


with an accent, and by a fpecialry. 


And Iwill cut off man from off the land\ 
be wrapt up together with the wicked int 


as well asthe bad are packt to Babylo 


Even the better fort of mentoo, who fhail 
he common calamity. The good figges 


n ; but with this difference that God will there 


Pp 


fer 
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Epec, Eur, 


Niceph. 


` Aftrologie : for thefe worfhip the ftarres no leffe then di 


fet his eyes upon the good for good. Jer. 24. 6, as the corne iscut down as well 
the weeds ; but for better purpofe. z 

Saith the Lord] who hath {poke it twice that you may once well obferve it, and 
lay it co heart. : i 
. Verfe4. I will alfo ftretch out mize hand upon Jadah] To whom Ihave fo lon 
ftretcht out my hand in vain to reclaime them. Efay65.2. Prov.1.25. If God 
do but put forth his hand to afflict, as Satan follicired him to doe againft Fob: cha 
r.ar.and 2. 5. who can abide it ? but ifhe /tretch it our as here, woe be to thele 
that muft feele che waight of it. His hand is a mighty hand. 1. Pet.t.6. the fame 
that fpannes the heavens; and holds the earth as a very little thing Efzy. 40. Lord 
faith David (who had feltit in part) who kyoweth rhe power of thine anger ? Eves oe 
cording to thy fear, fo is thy wrath. q.d. Let a man fear thee never fo much, he is {ure 
to feele thee much more who falleth under the ftroke of thine heavy hand. Oh kee 
out of his fingers, who can crafh us to death before the moth, Fob. 4. 19. ? 

Anad upon all the inhabitants of Jerufalem] whoare therefore worfe then others 
becaufe they fhould be better: and fhall fare the worfe for their external priviledges 
wherein they glory. 3 

And L will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place] That which remained fince 
Fofia’s reformation 2 King. 23. 3.4-5. faith Diodate thalla Nation be born at once 
Efiy 66. 8? 

Aid the name of the Chemarims) Baals chimney-chaplaines, They are t 
idalurons prielts, 1 Chron. 23.5. But becanfe me And le here ened aera 
find from the Priefts, therefore many Expofitores hold that they were certain Mi- 
niiters of cheir idolatry different from the priefts ; fuch as the Monks are among the 
Pa pi ts. T he vulgar rendereth it eÆ ditos Underlings to the other Priefts: Elias in 
74/4y faith they were fuch as were fhut up in cloifters, Chemarim Atrati thy are cal- 
ied, either from their black garments, or becaufe they were fmutched with burnin 
incenfe, or from the brand-markes they had fuperftitioufly fet upon therr bodies, oe 
becaule ni ae pretended Tay A moiy a their religion, fuch asare the 
Sic ified Seraplheci among the Papifts,who falfly and fooli i 
of bs oe ; ro light them ince utter dadne: STASA Eg Eae EE 

erfe 5. And then: that worfhip the hoft of heaven upon the honfe tops - 
where the Queen of heaven, the A and heavenly fate ae ie 
thought to worfhip fo much the more acceptably, ifin an open place, and on high,in 
the very fight of the ftarres. Obfervent ifta qui hodie Aftrologiam judiciariam pra- 
fteutwr, faith Gualther, Let thofe amongtt us obferve this, who profeffe judiciary 


sae d the! 
doe openly bring in Heathenifme again ; whiles (firft) et ete h 


ey call 
names of thofe heathenith deities, that ought to be abolifhed + a cae sia a 


jet to chofe ftarresall events of things, yea man himfelfe as touchi i - 
Hee i ata ea Scri pure z rmeth to depend tina a 
ence of God alone. is is intolerable impi into i 
siape the E N impiety and they that fall into it, fhall not 
And them that worfhip, andthat fwear by the Lord (Cortot i 

themfelves as by oath to his forvice) ana He fear A A PE 
King, as the Egyptians did of old, Gen. 42.15. The S paniards at this da = the 
pride of their Monarchy are grown alfo to fwear by the life of their Kin i There 
are a fort of mongrel] Chriftians in the Eaft called Melchites as one woul fay Of the 
Kings Religion, becaufe they refolved to doe as A£elech thre King commanded them 

though it were to make a mixture of religions, as thefe in the text would and as our 
late Modelatours Sanfta Clara, and others, of whom one faid well that they had 
made a pretty fhew, had there been no Bible, to tell us, that the jealous and juft 
f zod hateth and plagueth halting betwixt two, lukewarmneffe and neutrality in re- 
"gion, all dow-baked duties, fpeckled birds, plowing with an Oxe and an Affe min- 
gled feeds linfey-wolfey garments Lev. 19. 19. Upon which text the Doway Do- 
or note is, Here all participation with heretiks and {chifmatiks is forbidden. But 
b n lela molt underftaud here an Idoll of the Ammonites, otherwife called 
a cel derved in Tophet near to Jerufalem, and in the mount of Olives, called 
i ar ¢ the mount of corruption 2 King. 23.13. Which God could uot but fee, ‘as 
ates he looked out of the Sanctuary. Thefe worfhippers of Adalcham would not 


utterly 


Cuap.t. 


eT oe, ee : J 

utterly renounce the true God, but they would fet up others with him as partners: 
this would not be endured. Such were of old the Samaritanes among the Jewes, 
the Ebionites among the Chriftians, the Papifts at this day, who fwear by God and 


the Prophecie of Zephaniah. 


with God ) as their Txtelars and Patrons. 

Verfe6, And them that are turned back from the Lord | Not: groffe idolaters, 
but yet treacherous backfliders, that fall off from their former forwardneffe, chat 
turn from the holy Commandement, 2 Pet.2.21. that depart 2 pof Dominnm, from 
after the Lord,as the Hebrew here hath it, Apoftates, thofe worft of men; that do not 
onely not fulfill after the Lord, as Caleb , but urterly forfake him. An heavie 
judgement awaiceth fuch. Ged foall lead them forth with the workers of ini- 

wily, BCC. } 
j a thofe that have not fonghe the Lord, nor exquired after hira) diligently fought 


' him, Heb. 11. 6. zealoufly enquired after him, asafter a loft jewel, Jer. 29. 13. 


t 


God will vifit for unzealoufnefle ; and curfe thofe that do his work carelefly, curfo- 
rily, ina perfunctory, formall, bedulling way. 

Verfe 7. Hold thy peace at the prefence of the Lord Ged | When his hand is upori 
thy back, fet thy hand be on thy mouth. Chat not againft him, murmur not at his 
menaces; but ftand mute before him. Heisthe Lord God, Three in One, and One 
in Three: thou art alfo alwayes in his prefence, which thou canft not flee from 
them, P/al. 139. therefore fee Hab. 2. 20. with the Note and the rather becaufe 
God ftands over thee with his judgements. A and 

for the day of the Lord is at hand | wherein he will powerfully declare himfelf to 
be a God that cannot lie, and that his wrath is 9#0.dixturnior- ed mixacior, the long- 
er in comming the heavier it lights. This was foon‘after fulfilled in the death of 
their good king Jofiab, with whom diedvall the peace and _profperity of that peo- 
ple: and Judea often changed her matters, but not her miferies, till at length fhee 
was carried captive to Babylon. k 

For the Lord hath prepared a facrifice ] That is,a bloody flaughter of you, by 
the cruel Chaldees , who fhall facrifice you, that have fo much gloried in the mul- 


Saints, and pray to God and his Saints, and commit themfelves to them ( together 


44? 


Pfal.125.5. 


titude of your facrifices : and God fhail glorifie himfelf as much now in your juft ` | 


deftru@ion, asever he did in your forefathers commendable devotion. T 
he hath bid his guefts | The Babylonians, and ( after they bave filled themfelvcs) 
the birds, and beafts, as Rew.19,17,18. fo that ye fhall have fepulturam infepuitam, 
a graveleffe burial. er l Pg 
Verfe 8. And it foall come to paffe in the day of the Lords facrifice ] Or; good 
chear: for ac their facrifices they ufed to feaft their friends: and heré the Lord is 
providing dainties for his guefts ; véz. the fleth of Princes, gallants, courtiers, ver/ 9} 
merchants, 11. who ufe to eat the fat, and drink the fweet, nosrifbing their hearts 
as in a day of flaughter: and now alfo for a day of flaughter : when the beafts fhall 
tear their flefh, and the birds bare their bones. . Enid it En ot 
that I will punifh the Princes and the Kings children | Who might feem to bee 
fafeft of any, and fartheft off from danger: but Godshand can eafily reach them, 
and fhalldo with the firft, becaufe their faults fie fat abroad upon thofe two wings 
of Example and Scandal. See this threatening fulfilled in Jofab’s fonnes ( thofe 
degenerate plants, Heroum filii noxa.) Jehoahag ambitioully ftept into his fa- 
thers throne before his elder brother, and was foon after carried down to Egypr, 
and there flain. feboiakins the elder brother facceeded him : but rebelling againit the 
king of Babylon, he was carried captive, and dying by the way, was buried With 
the buriall of an affe, being caft out to be torn -by birds and beafts, according £0 
this prophefie. fechoniah came after, and was likewife carried into captivity bur 
becaufehe hearkened to Jeremiah, perfwading him to yeeld, and to go into volun- 
tary banifhment, he had fome good dayes toward his latter end, Per. 52. 31, 32. 
Laitly Zedekiah, another fonne of fofab, was made king ; who ashee was worfe 
then the former, fohe {ped worfe.. See Jer. 39. 6,-7+ potentes potenter torque- 
bantur. l TO 
and all fuch as are clothed With Prange apparel} Thofe gallants; that imitated 


Jam. PE 


Je. ate 


in their raiment chofe whom they moft inclined to; fome the Egyptians, others ` 


A vanity not known in England, they fay, ull the warres in 


the Babylonians. 


Holland 


i ; ‘ 
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turning from proud Dames ( whofe wardrobe is inventoried, £/ay 3. 16. &c. ) were acaufe that 
his travels, 
and attired 


Suen they had rather the Common-wealth fhould be troubled, then their locks, and fet 
on, Hit. of 100ks. And doth not our age abound with fuch fantafticall Cincinnatuli. 
Modern Divi, 


248.279. 


fuch a cafe is ufuall. 
and an howling from the fecond | Called by the Chaldee Paraphraft, the bird-gate: 
Jerufbalaijm. there was alfo one called the borfe-gate, Fer. 31.40. Some underftand the text, uct 
-" OF any gate, but of the fecond part of tlie city : for there was the upper town 
and the lower town, (whence Jerufalem is of the dual number ) and the tower of 
David, on the hill of Zion, Others, of the Colledge where Huldad dwelt, 2 King. 
22. 14. a {chool of learning, as the Chaldee interpreteth it, and called Mifonkh 
as you would fay, a place of repetition, or of catechifing the younger fort ; with 
whom nothing fticks but what is repeated to them over and over, as the knife goeth 
AA the whetftone, Shanan > Shasah repetire, ficut in acuendo. See Deut. 
e 7- i 
and agreat crafhing ( or fhivering, Heb. foebher ) from the hills J] Gareb and 
Goath, Jer. 31. 39. and the reft that were round about Jerufalem, Pyat. 135-2 
The Prophets {cope isto fhew that all places fhall be full of tumult and out-cry, 
upon the approach of the enemy. They that would not liften to the {weet voice of 
Ged inciting and inticing them to repentance, have now their ears filled with hide- 
S horic noes, and noifes. 

Ferfe 11. Howl ye inhabitants of Maktefh | Or, of the mortar, or of the low 
and hollew place, of the bafertown, where oa was tee in ae before 
Mills were in ufe. Thefe are here called upon to ‘turn their laughter te mourning 
and their joy into heavincife, to weep and howl for the evils that foall come “pon 
them, Jam 4. 9. and 5.1, but efpecially for their finnes, the caufe of thofe miferies: 
for Gods judgements upon finners are feathered from themfelves : as a fowl (hot 
with an arrow feathered from her own body. 

, Jor all the merchant-people are cut down "| The merchart-men were wont to fur- 
nifh the sortar-men, fuch as dealt in corn, {picery, and the like. Thele bail be cut 
down,as being more like Canaanites(a people devoted to deftruction) then d/raedstes, 
a people faved by the Lord, the Shield of their help, and the fword of sheir excelency. 
es Denr. 33-29. See Hof. 12.8. with the Note. He is a merchant, the balances of 

Paadi legat deceit are in his hand, ke loveth to eppreffe. See Amos 8, 5,6. Mic.6.10, 11, 12. 
moa Merchandife well managed, is of great ufe to Kingdoms and States, for many rea- 

fons. 1, For deferying che counfels and ftrength of other Nations. 2. For 
procuring 


oo eae ial ed Se 


Cuap.2. 


the Propbecie of Zephaniah; 


ing of commodities: for non omnis fert omnia telus. 4. for gaining experience oF 
many and great matters :. this caufed Thales, Hippocrates, and Solon to exercife 
merchandife. 5. It occafioned the building of many famous cities. AZafilia for 
one, as Plutarch writeth. Nevertheleffe this hononrable profeffion.is much a-: 
bufed by, thofe whom Nahum calleth caxkerwerms chap. 3. 16. for their cove- 
toufnes luxury, oppreffion, bringing in unneceffary wares ( that emafculate and 
diffolve mens fpirits ) and hereticall books that undoe their foules ; and laftly for 
their carrying out the wealth of their country to ftrangers, yeato enemies fome- 
times. Hence they are juftly cut down by God, and are to be ordered by the Ma- 
giftrate according to Lev. 19. 35, 36- Dent. 25. Ezek, 45. 93 10, 14, 12. 
all they that bear filver are cut off | The rich traders that had mar/upia plena; 
and ca:ri¢d money in great burthens, thefe fhall be alfo cut off or filenced, have no- 
thing to fay for themfelves why they fhould not be deftroyed with the reft, as 
thole that have been involuti argento asthe vulgar tranflation hath it here, fo 
wrapped up in their moneys and affected to it, as that it hath rather poffeifed chem, 
then they it. Cor habent in are nonin athere, their heart goeth after their cove- 
toufneffe Ezek, 33. 31. Here they are called Portatores argenti filver-carriers, 
fumpter-horfes, laden with thick, clay, Silver is that which the bafeft clement 
yeeldech, the moft favage Indians get, fervile apprentifes work, Midianitifh Ca- 
mels carry, miferable muck-worms admire, covetous Jewes fwallow, unthrifty 
Ruffians {pend &c. It is to be wondred (faith One )that treading upon thefe 
minerals, we cannot coatemn them. They lye furcheft from heaven : and the 
beft of them are in India furtheft from the Church: and yet how many doth mo- 
ny make fo run quick to the devill on an errand, and payes them home for their 
aines? PE f A a nat 
j Ferfe 12. Iwill fearch Jerufalem with candles) which yet he needs not do, 
fith the darkneffe hideth not from him, but the night Mbineth as the day: the dark: 
nefe and the light are to him alike, ‘Pfal, 139. 13, Confer Iob 34. 22. Jer. 23. 
24. Deoobfcura lucent; muta refpondent, filentinn confitetur, Night will convert it 
felfinto noon before God ; and filence becomeafpeaking evidence. His eyes alfo 
area flaming fire, that needsno outward light, but fees by fending outa ray &c. 
but when Jerufalem is threatened to be fearched with fig -ts, the meaning is; that 
it fhall be fetall upon alight fire, and the inhabitants ferretted. out of theit lùi- 
king-holes, their Princes and potenrates pulled out of privies and fepulchers by 
the purfuing enemy, as Hierome out of Pofephws here afirmeth they once were. 
Befides that, they fhall be brought toa particular and punctual account for their 
fins: God will be very exact andaccurate with them that way; ferting all their 
evill deeds in order before their eyes P/a/. 50. 21. and bringing wrath upoi them 
to theutmoft 1 Thef. 2. 16. This is fearctull Pel. 130. 3. and fhall be fulfilled 
cfpecially at the laft day, when wicked men thall givean account mizntatim ofall 
their Athcifticall thoughts P/#/. 14. 1. ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and ofalltheir hard fpeeches which ungodly fioners have fpoken a- 


gainft him /ede 15. with the whole world flaming about their earcs 2 Pet. 3.7310, ” 


12. 1Co 4.5.2 Thef. 1,8. 

and punifh the men that are fettled on their lees] Coagnlati curded or thickened, 
congealed and condenfed: that are habituated and hardned in their evill practifes 
that havegot a fward,nay a hoof upon their hearts ; that have brawny brealts, ang 


horny heart-ftrings; that fick ftifly in the mire of their fins as Afoub fer, 48.19. . 


and, being deeply drowned in the world, are defperately divorced from God, 


whom they bafely fancy to bea God of clouts, one that howeré he {peak big words, ` 


yet will do neither good nor hurt. 


mibi hec mortalia carat, 


that fay in their hearts] As that fapleife fellow doth Pfa/. 145 r. Some fer 
their mouths againf heaven, and thame not to urter their reafonings and refoluti- 
ons of this kind. Thefeare Epicuri de gregi porci: fuchas was Lucretins, Diagi- 
rat, Horace with his i 
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te 
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procuring the love and friendfhip of forreine Princes and people. 3. for exchang- — 


> 


ne ene 


aa a a a AN, A LTT Tt A ec Re 
Cuar.2. the Propbecie of Zephaniah. 4st 
ee ne he Pin a ee 
Sa) 21, Pjal. 47. 5. Ezra 3. 11. 12. but of thofe that fhouc with 
nee Den: i A day of battel, ab Amos 1. 14. inclaffico witha vocite:ation, Turk Hif 
and horrible howling, fuch asthe Turks at this day make, when they ftorma. 
S the fenced cities_and againft the high-towers) whercin ye truft, but in 
vaine. Thefe high-tewers were built at the corners ofthe walls. Hence the He- 
brew text here hath it, Againft the high-corners. Great imen and fuch asbeare 
uo the weight of the common-wealth are fometimes called by this name 1 Sam. 
r4. 38. Draw ye ncer hither all ye chief of the people: Heb. All ye corners. See 
thelike Zach, 10. 4. fudg. 20. 2. Neither men nor meanes were ever trueto 
;thofe that trufted them. Our help is inthe Name ofthe Lord, that ftrong tower 
whe:eto the righteous ran and are fafe Prov. 18.10. > a. es 
Ferfe 17- And 1 will bring diftreffe upon men that they fall walk like blind 
min) The Dutch havea Proverb, God puts out the eyes of him whom he inten- , 
deth to deitroy : i. e- he befotts and infatuatcs them, they fhall be con/ilij c 
auxilij inopes: in rebus liquide aqua barebit, they grope for the wall like the blind, 
they grope us if they bad none eyes, they ftunable at novr-day. as in the night, they are 
in defolate places as dead men, Efay. 59. 10. This was long before threatened 
Deut. 28. 28, 29. a. : 
becaufe they have finned a the Lord] Sin isthe mother of mifery. Sce my 
. ag. EL, 112. &e. : i 
paras Dies pall be powred ont as duft} Then which nothing is more vile and 
abjea@, the enemy fhall makeno more of {pilling their blood, then of f{prinkling a Copioffiind dy 
i ° abjediffime. 
p a fieh as dung) fpread upon the land ro manure it. The Hebrew word J in 
for flef here may feem to fignifie wormes-meat. Our bodyes are no better, why Eos: 


thendo we pamper and prink them up ? Dit 
Ferfet te Nether their filver nor their gold fhall be able to deliver them in the day Drif. 
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Horat, ferm. * : credat Indaus apela. 
_ Nonego, namq; deos didici fecurnm agere evam &c. 
Let the Jews beleeve a Providence: not I &c, faith that profane Poct. But be- 
hold here were Jews yea and that in good Jofiah’s dayes, that faid in their hearts 
( thofe feculent hearts of theirs, full of dregs and droffe. ) 
the Lord will not do good, neither will he do evilt] 


Nec bene pro merits capitur, nec tangitur ira, 


Of fuch praGticall Athiefts that fay in their hearts there is no God, and live there. 
after, there are great ftore even amongft us: of fuch duft-heaps we may find 
inevery corner. And when men are once arrived atthis Terra del Fugo this 
defperate degree of Athcifme, what wonder though they ron rior in all Gnfull li- 
centioufneffe. 
Verfe 13. Therefore their goods fhall become a booty) Their evill-gotten goods 
Ecc, 412,3: ver. 9. 11. ( fora proof of my providence which they bluthed nor to deny ) 
a carried away by the Chaldees, to their unmedicinable forrow and hearr- 
reake, 
and their honfes a defolation| becaufe built in blood. See Nah. 2.11, 12. 
they hall alfo build houfes but not inhabite them cre. | Ex lege mutuatur minas. 
That they might the more regard his words, The Pophet makes ufe of the menaces 
ofthe Law Dest. 28. 30.39. whereofthe Prophets were Interpreters: apply- 
ing, as here, thé generall doctrine thereof to che people of their times, Tore- 
buke or exhort menin good words, in Gods own words, isthe rcadiett way to 
prevaile with them: unleffe they be Lecifuge (cripturarum (as Tertullian laith 
of the Marcionites and Valentinians ) which yer will take hold of them howfoever 


Zech. 1. 6. of the Lords wrath] Wewete norredeemed with covruptible things as filver and 
De Refir. Verfe 14. The great day of the Lord ss neer, itis neer) Itis the day of the gold ı Pet. 1. 18. Money hath drowned many a foule 1 Tim. 6. delivered none. 
carn, Lord, that fatall day appointed by him to ruine the nation: for with him ic isali Scc Prov. 11, 4. with the Note, Efay 13, 17. Ezek; 17. t9. It is righ:eosf- 


one whether itbe done againft a nation, or againft aman only lob 34. 29. Next, 
it is his great day ; becaufe therein the great God will fet himfelf to do great mat- 
ters: How much moreat the day of judgment ‘called alfo a great day Kev. 6. 17. 
and 16. 14. l sen 

` This great day is seer, yea very neer, it hafleth greatly} it hath wings and 
wind under thofe wings, as Zech. 5. 9. it willbe upon men ere they are aware : 
neither will any thing more haften it then their fecurity, and fearelcfneife. Think 
the fame ofthe laft day which cannot but be at hand, and then the tranfgreffours 
fhall be deftroyed together : the end of the wicked fhall be cut off P/a, 37. 38. 

even the voice of the day of the Lord} Methinks I hearc it. 


m ffe and not riches that delivereth from death Prov. 10. 2. Money can neither pa- 
citie God, nor {till the confcience, nor ftop the enemies mouth, but inflame them 
rather with an unfatisfiable defire of enjoying all, as Rome did the Gaules,and — . 
Cyprus the Romanes : and as the pearles, ufaally caft out with the flood, and ga- Sextus Rufus. 
thered at the ebbe, drew Ca/ars afte&tion for the conqueft of Brittaine. 
but the whole land [ball be devoured by the fire of his jealonfie| The fins of God; 
people arenot onely difobediences but treacheries, becaufe ofthe covenant. God 
is thereby provoked to jealoufie which # cruel as the grave, or hard as bell ; the 
coules thereof are coales of fire pa hath a moft vehement flame. Cant, 8.6. the wore 
enifies the confuming flame of God. ; 
ae i ds a a ri riddance of all thems that dwellin the land) Swept 
cleane by God with the becfom of deftruction : fo that the land was defolate after 
them Zech, 7. 14. Afi@ion rofe not up the fecond time, Nab. 1.9. See the Norcs 
there, and learn to give God the glory of his feverity againit fin, 


Suetor, 


pgs Fallor ? an arma fonat ? non fallimur, arma foxabant. 

Ovid.s: Faft. Mars venit, © veniens bellica figna dedit. É 

Hierome fpeaketh thus of himlelf, whether I eat, or drink, or fleep, methinks I 

heare that laft trump founding thefe wordsin mince cares, Arife ye dead and come 

Surgite mortui to judgment. A very neceffary meditation. i l 

wentte in judi- the mighty man foall cry there bitterly] How much more the turba imbellis 
the weak and cowardly? they fhalltake up aloud lamentation, and cry with che 
breaking of their loines. . 

Ferje 15. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble, and diftreffe ec. } By 
this Syathroi/mos or heape of words, the Prophet would affray and arroufe rhele 
dead and dedolent finners, fettled upon their lees, fo wedded and wedg’d to their 
wicked practifes, that nothing can funder them, butan extraordinary touch from 
the hand ofheaven. See Joe? 2. 1,2, 3. and Amos 5. 18,19. 20. with rhe Notes, 
and confider what the terrour of the Lords lak day willbe. `. 

Verfe 16. A day of ehe trumpet] with its horrid Taratantara and aldrme) not 
of thofe that fhout and praife Gody neither with anoife of joy and trumph zs 

Leste 


- 


CHAP. IL ` 


Verle 1. g Ather your felvs together, yea together ) Excustite vos, iterumque excutite. o, 
: G Fanne your felves, yea fanne your felves. The precept is doubled, as Tremeli. 

it is likewife Num.3.40. and 2 Cor.13. 5. to fhew the neceflity of our doing it, as 

alf the utility if well done, and laftly our crof{neffe and averineffe thereunto, 

together with Gods exceeding great defire that it fhould bathroughly done a a 

greateft good. Grievous things he had threatened in the former chapter : all which 

ro prevent, he here prefcribech them acourfe of felfe-examination, and thereupon y 

found converfion : fo trueis thatof an ancient Ideo minatur Doms ut non pimat, Ifid, 


God doth therefore threaten that he may not punih. Iris asif God ftiould a l 


Ezra8, 34, 


yes 


An Expofition on Cuir:2, 


Behold thou art in danger of deftruction ; is it not therefore high time to fearch 
yea to be ferious and exact inthe ferutiny? to gather thy difperfed wits together, 
to fummon the fobriety of thy fenfes before the barre of thy beft judgement? to 
confider and confult what is fic to be done in this cafe ? to have thine eyes in thine 
head, with Solomons wife man Eccl ef. 2.143 Yeatohave thine eyes like the win 
dowes in Solonzons Temple, broad inward 1 King. 6.4. Mens minds are naturall ae 
ill fet as their eyes: they turne neither of them inward. Lamie-like they are thar 
fighted abroad to difcern other mens faults: but blinde at home to take notice of rhe 
own. Nature fhewes no finne : what zs our iniquity or onr fin, faid thofein Jerem 
when wrath was even breaking out upon them Jer.16.10? fo Hof, 12.8. Men dea 
{ with their fouls as fome doe with their bodies ; who, when their beauty is decayed 
they defire to hide it from themfelves by falfe glaffes, and from others by frase : 
fo their finnes, from themfelves by falfe gloffes, and from others by excufes. Buthe 
that thus hideth his finnes cannot profper, Prov.28. 13. he muft not fook for gains 
his profperity 3 Fob. 2. but for further hardneffeofheart, Prov. 28. 14. and T 
rour of confcience Pfal. 32.3- For God will not fcarfe mens bones before they are 
fet, nor lap up their foresbefore they are fearchr. Wherefore Search Jon, fearch 


_ you O Nation &c. Search your felves to the quick, fift you to the branne, lay your 


hands upon your hearts, thruft them deep into your bofomes with A: 

, you take chem out again leprous as fow Bead 6. Commune with Ga odie 
ces and be ftill, or make a paufe. Pfal. 4.4. lay a peremptory charge upon them to 
be true to you, and to doe their office impartially, in laying open how many tranf- 
greflions are wrapt up in your finnes, Levit. 16. 21.in bringing them all forth to 
you, as they in Ezz brought forth the veffels of the San@uary, by number and: b 
w:ight, in their circumftances and aggravations. Why fhould God fay unto thee of 
thy finnes,, as once Samuel did to Jefe of his fonnes, Are thefe all thy children? 
Coafcience, if not charged to the contrary, and well watched, will either lye to thee, 
as Gehexi did to his Mafter : or at leaft fubftract a part of thy finnes, as Arani 5 
and Saphiradid a part of the price. Search therefore, and follow your work clofe 
that ye may fay with Ephreim Jer.31. 19. After that I was made known to my 
felfe, 1 repented, and with Duvid,l examined my wayes, and finding all out of arder, 
I Aalan my fe to A teftimonies, Pfal. 119.59. i 

l nation not defired | As notdefireable having nothing ofworth in t efor 
any fhould be found of thee, or feek any fatter after th ee, ZAM ce E 


ji = fires, chaps 9. 22. i . D 
ut veniant de- fives, chap. 9. 23. David a man after Gods own heart. Mofes fair to God, Ais 7-205 


fiderati omni- 


The Saints are the defired ones of all Nations as fome read that text Hag. 2.7. The 


um ti 7 £07 
gentum precious fonnes of Zion comparable (not to filver onely, as the word here ufed im port- 


Jun. 


Auguft. 


eth, but) to fixe geld, Lam. 4.2. Asfor the wicked, they are all drofe, Ex:k 22 
19. and God doth fo little defire them, as that he pointe awa PNE 
toceafe as droffe, Pfal. 119. 119. and commandeth others to doe the like by them 
Prov.25.4,5. Some take the words in the active fenfe,and render them O atini 
not defirows: viz. to fearch thy wayes and turne again to me. Thou that haft no 
minde to be dealing with thy felfe, or to draw nigh to me, but hadft as leife bee 
knockt on the head, as doe either > Gens vacua defiderio. O nation void ofany good 
defires, Whereas tora Chriftiani hominis vita fantan: defideriun: ef, the whole life 
. ofa good Chriftianis one continuate defire after God, his kingdome, and the 
righteoufneffe thereof. Adat.6. 33. he followeth after it Prov.2t, 21. asa Ap- 
prentice followeth his trade, though he be not his craftsmafter. Some faint des 
fires, luskifh longings, fhort-winded wifhes may be found in a wicked man: but 
they rife not up to the full height of well-knit refolution for God. Like they are to 
Meteors that are carried above rtheearth, but not united to the Element of fire: 
therefore they fall and return to their firft principles: like ice which melteth in the 
day, and hardeneth again in the night : like the fluggard inhis bed, that puts out 
his arme to rife, and then pulls it in again. See P/al.73. 24.38. J 
Verfe 2. Before the decree bring forth) The decree is great-bellied, and will fhort- 
ly bring forth, ifnot prevented. There isan execution towards: and ifcourle bee 
not timoufly taken, ye are like to pay,not the debt onely, but charges and damma- 
ges: Look toit quickly before the decree &c. “Here are three cautionary Befores 
as there are four comfortable Yers to be read Zach. 1.17. God yet offers them mer- 


cy 


Cuar.2. the Prophecie of Zephaniah. 


cy as Alexander did thofe he warred again{t, whilesthe lamp burned: and as Ta- 
merlane, whiles the white flag was hanged out. See /er. 18,7. 8. 


Before the dzy paffe as the chaffe| Before that day ofthe Lord -that is zear, very 


near, chap-1. Verfe 14. 15- Paffe upon you, and ye become as chaffe before the 
wind,as the duft of the mountains before the whirlewind. O fax you, fan yow: or elfe 
God will fan you after another fafhion ; fearch you, or he will foone fearch you 
with candles, chap 1. 12. gather your felves together, or he will gather your fouls 
with finxers,and your lives with blondy men, Pfal.26.9. would men be judge 
« thenifelves, God would not judge them, 1Cor. 11.31. did they but fee their finnes 
to confeffioz, they fhould never fee them to their confizfiaz Prov. 28. 13. would they 
bur meet God, as Abigail did David,they might difarm bis indignation, Saving 4 
little painsin this cafe, doubleth it : and the beft that can come of negligence is 
repentance, le is berter that we fhould try our felves, then that he fhould cry us in his 
furnace of temptation, or other atHiction. Do it therefore before the day paffe as the 
chaffe,or before the chaffe or ftubble paffe in that day, paffe before the wind where - 
with God fhallwinnow you, who would not winnow your felves. The fcholer that 
will not {can his own veries, fhall find that his mafter will fcan chem to his cot. And 
the trade(man that will not caft up his books, fhall have his books to caftup him at 
length. F 
Efore the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you) As @ mighty torrent of fire, 
fuch as you are never able to avoid or abide. Abufed mercy turneth into fury : nei- 
ther will God fuffer his patience to ftand ftill for a finzing ftock, Twice ina breath 
thefe hypocrites are here told what to truft unto, for more furetie. 
Verfe 3, feckyethe Lord all ye meck of the earth) Here the prophet curneth himfelfe 
to the better fort: for upon thofe hypocritical halters afore mentioned he had but 
lott his fweet words ; he did but wafhablackmore. We read notin Scripture ofa- 


ny hypocrites converfion , and what wonder ? for whereas after finne, converfi-’ 


onis left as.a means to cure all other finners, what means to recover him who hath 
converted converfion it felfe into finne? This made our Saviour fay to his Difciples 
concerning the Pharilees thofe cankered hypocrites, Jer them alone, AL. 15. 14 
and himfelfe weary of wafting words upon them called co the multitude and faid. 
here ye and underftand,verfe xo. In like fortthis Prophet here, Seek ye the Lord, 
for it is paft time of day with them to feck him : therefore they fhall goe with 
their flocks, and their herdsto feek the Lord, but they fall not find him: he tath 
withdrawn himéelte from them. Hof. 5. 6. Concerning feeking the Lord fee the 
Note on Am.5. 6. 8. A 

All ye mesk of the enrth\ This is the chara@ter, the diftin@ive note ofa true Chri- 
ftian : who as he is fure to be afflided (affliltion and meekscffe grow both upon the 
fame root in the holy tongue) fo by affliction hee is meekened and mortified, his 
fleth is cricified with the afettions ard lufts : and fohe is fitted to feek the Lord, to 
lie at his feet and fay, fpeak Lord, for thy fervant heareth. The e meek and lowly 
ones are they whom God will teach Pfal. 25.9. beautifie Pfil.149. 4. folace /fai 
29. 19. and 61. 1. fave, God will fave the humble perfon, Job. 22.29. Now meck- 
neffe and humility are a pair of twin-filters, never afunder. See how they goe 
coupled, Mat.11. 29. and the Seventy render this text, all the lowly of the earth, that 
are as low as th earth, in your own eyes and efteeme. 

Which have wrought his indgement|i.c.have been doing at it, 1 feciftis precepta etfi 


` 
X 

TATY 

Septuag. 


Sorores colla- 
anes. 


TaTeVves, 
í 


A- >, A g $ Gad, 
non perfeciftes who aime at perfection though ye cannot attain to it, who hick apon zpaactrds. 
his Commandement s to doe them, having refpeé to them all, and withing well to the folo ayuams, - 


worke, P(x. 118. 5,6. which God gracioufly acceptech as a working his judgement 
and yet would have you to abound more and more. Wherefore, : i ks 
Seeke righteoufnefe, feck, meckzeffe| i. e. further meafures of holineffe,.and de- 
grees of grace. Let him that is holy be holy fill, \et him perfevere, grow, and ad- 
Vance forward toward the high prize propofed unto him;itakigg for his motto,that 
of Charles $. Plus ultra farther-yet, perfecting holineffe.in the fear of God ,2 (07.7. - 
1. So 1. Tim. 6-11. But thon O man of God, (that is;O godly:man, as.the ife.of God 
is put for a godly life, Eph. 4. 18. fee 2 Kings 4.9.) fly thefe things (what things > 


heterodoxies. ver.3, 4,5. and love ofmoney ver. 9,10.) ad .follow after ( Gr.. 
- perfecute 


Pfal.. 103.18. 
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AQ.8.25. 


Virg. 


mais tbe O 
eye. 


eAn Expofition on 


eee 
perfecstte, purfue alacriter © acriter) righteou{neffe, this is the totem hominis Eclef. 12. 
13. the bonum hominis Mic. 7. 8. and by way of diftribution comprehendeth (as to 
God) gedlinel[e and faith, (as to men) love, patience, meekneffe. 

Ir may be ye fhall be hid in the day of the Lords wrath) poflibly ye may, probably ye 
fhallbe; pardon offinne ye fhail be fure of ; mitigation alfo of forrow, if not pre- 
vention : faved ye fhall be,or more gently handled, or fo inwardly calmed, that ye 
fhall be able to call your fouls to reft, when others are at their witsends. You fhall 
be fafe under the covert of Gods wings, ard in the hollow of his hand: when o- 
thers that are without God in the world, fhal! be asa naked man in a ftorm, an un- 
armed man inthe field, or asa fhip at Sea without anchor, fabject to dafh and 
fplit againft rocks, and quick-fands. o. , 

Verje 4. For Gazafball be forfaken and Afkelon &c-) Here is dainty Rhetoricke 
in the Originall. This Prophet was (as Quintilian faith a good Oratour ought to 
be) Vz» bonus dicendi peritus, a good man, and a mafter of fpeech. The Hebrew 
tongue feemeth to have bin in the prime and flourifh when Efay, Micah, and Ze- 
phany prophecied, like asthe Latine was about Tulles time. The Philiftines are 
here chreatened, for a terrour to the impenitent Jews, who fhould taft of the fame 
whip, and for the comfort of the Godly,who fhould be hid when thefe their enemies 
fhould be utterly deftroyed. Gaza was fo forfaken, according to this Prophefie, that 
it was therehence called Gaza the defart: Askelon according to its name became :¢- 
nis ignominia the reproach of the fire that wafted it,and (as a mercilefle element) 
laid it defolate. -Afbdod (called in the New Teftament -Azorus it. 8.) fhall alfo 

(according to its Erymon) be wafted with fire, and her inhabitants driven into a far 
country as Captives at high noon, when the Sun (in thofe hot elimates efpecially) is 
moft parching and fcorching : they fhall be driven out with all the difadvantage that 
may be. . 

Yad Ekron (hall be rooted out} Ekron was the place where Beelzebub the Prince of 
Devils had his throne. The Poets put it for hell: Flettere fi nequeo [uperos, Acheron- 
ta movebo. Threatened itis therefore here (not without an elegancy that cannot 
be englifhed ) with utter extirpation The grand-devill had nefted and neftled him- 
felfe as near the holy land as might be: but he fhall not long reft there, the Hebrew 
child will difquiet the great Pan: ce. , 

Verfe 5. Woe to the Inhabitants of the fea coaft\ Thefe were the Philiftines : they 
lay between the Jewes and the Sea: God having fo difpofed ofit, that his people 
might not have much commerce with forreiga nations nor learn their manners. Into 
havens and maritime towns there is ufually a conflux of vices, ike as there is of waters 
into the Sea : witneffe Tyre and Sydox, Corinth, Carthage, Capernaum, &c. Hence 
that proverb maritimi mores : and that cenfure of fuch people littorales duri, horridi, 
immanes latrociniis dedicit omuium denique peffimi, Thofe that dwell by the Sea-fide 
are ufually ill-conditioned, fierce, crugl!,theevifh, and the worft ofmen. Thefe Phi- 
liftines were no better, and are therefore here put under a woe, and threatened with 
utter deftraction. 

The nation of the Cherethites] i.e. Deffroyers: fo the Philiftines had ftiled them- 
felves, as glorying to haveconquered and cut off many people. The old Latine 
tranflation rendreth it Gens perd:torum The nation of Deftroyers: fo doth Aquil, 
Theodotion, and Symmachus , Now it comes to their turn to be deftroyed, accor- 
ding to Efay 33. 1. That thefeChererhites werea fort of Philiftines See 1 Sam. 3ce 
14, 16. Ezek, 25. 16. That they were valiant men appears by that legion of 
them that guarded David 2 Sam. 9. 4. and 15. 18. and were highly efteemed 
by him, becaufe they fuck co him in his affliction at Gath, and alfo when Ab/olom 
was up in arms 2 Sam. 15.18. 

goe word of tke Lord is againgt you | And not onely againft Ifrael. This was 
fpoken, as for the terrour of thofe Philiftines, who thought themfelves our of the 
reach of Gods rod, and flighted his word, fo for the comfort of the people of 
God, who thought much that themfelves fhould be fo feverely dealt with, and the 
uncircumcifed Philiftines {cape {cot-free. So 

O Canaan the land of the Philiftines| Indeed of the Ifraelites, 70/4. 13.3. but 
held by force by the Philiftines, who were of the ftock of the Canaanites, but not 

l ubdue 


Cuar.2. 


the Prophecie of Zephaniah. 


fabdued ; and had detained part of the land from the ri 


CHap.2. 


ght owners for 8co. years 
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and upwards; and now they cometo be reckoned with. Sir} tollitur quidin , 


toleratur. ` 

I will even defroy thee, that there fall be no inbabitant 1 No fetled inhabi 
that fhall fix there, as the word fignifieth. Thus Pane Ph gravior, gas mag 
fera venit, the longer God ftayes, the heavier he ftrikes. an 

Verfe 6. And the fea-coafts foall be dwëllings and cottages for foepherds | Tt fhali 

be waft and untilled, and therefore unfrequented by any but fhepherds, who pitch 
their tents up and down, where they may beft feed their flocks in defert places. 

and folds for flocks] God may do thus in his juft judgement upon his ene- 
mies, that live in his good fand, and. not by his good lawes: but wo beto our De- 
pop#tatoxrs, that drive out men, and put in cattle: that betray townes, as Rome 
did Carthage, with a diftin@ion, We will fave the city, but deftroy the towne. How 
dangerousit isto prove Abadders,appeareth by Gods punifhing hand upon Wilian 
the Conquerours, iffue in New-forreft, wherein 36. Parifh Churches had been de- 
molifhed by him, with the removing of all the inhabitants, to make room for beafts 
or dogs-game. There his fecond fonne Richard was gored in hunting by a Deer; 
Rufus bis other fome, miftaken for a Deer, was by chance thot thorow with an 
arrow. Henry Sikewife his Nephew, whileft he hotly purfued the chafe, was ftruck 
by a bough into the jawes : and, as Abfalom, left hanging until] he died. 

Ferfe 7. And the coaft fhall be forthe remnant of the boufe of Indah) Who had 


Speed. 


not onely their owne countrey kept empty for them allthe 70. yeers of captivity, 


and not any difplaced to make room at their return, ( fee the Note on Zach.7. 14.) 
but liberty to make ufe of the Philiftines countrey: which was alfo further fubdued 
by the Maccabees, but efpecially by the Apoftles, who preached the Gofpel, and 
planted Churches in thofe parts, as we read in the Ads chap. 8.26, 40. and chap. 
9-3 2,3 5.3 ° l 

they foall feed thereupon ] They fhall go in and ont, and fnd paflare, under 
the great Shepherd and Bifhop of their fouls, who fhall feed them daily, and dain- 
tily among the lillies by the powerfull preaching of the Gofpel among them, 

Inthe houfes of Afokelon foall they lie down in the evening | Ubi temporis cira 
cumfiantia fecuritatem notat, faith Gralther , The circumftance of time noteth 
their fpirituall fecurity : evenings are oft dark and dangerous... They fhall lie 
down as cattle do, that take no care; they know whom they have trufted, and 
are fearleffe. oo, 

for the Lord their God foal vifit them) Vifit and redeem his people, raifing up 
an horn of falvation for them, Luke 1. 68,69. His vifits are not empty vifits, P/a/, 
8. 5. his favours are not like the winter-Sun, that lighteth, but heareth-nor, &c. 

and turn away their captivity | to their unexpreflible comfort, Pfal. 126. 1. But 
efpecially when Chrift afcending up on high leadeth captivity captive, &c. Col, 2, 
14,15. Ephef.4. 8. ` ' i C : 

Verfe 8. I have heard the reproach of Moab] How can he but hear who is all 
ear? who isboth above us, and withinus, in whom we fubfift; Col. x. 17, And 
what will he fooner be fenfible of then the reproachings of ‘his people? See Ezy 
37-23. and $7+3, 4. But draw near hither ye fonnes of the forcereffe, the feed of 
the adulterer, and the whore. ( See how he becalls them) Again whim doge {pare 
your felves ? againft whom make ye a Wide mouth, and draw ont the tongue ? are ye 
not children of tranfgreffion, a feed of falfoood? The Moabitesahd Ammonites 
were great jearers of the Jews, and revilers of their religion. Thefe reproaches 
leniter volant, non leniter violant, cruell mockings the Apoftlecalfeth chem, Heb. 
1X. 36. David felt them asa murthering weaponin his ‘bones, P/al. 42.10. ‘God 
will call fuch men to an heavie reckoning one day as déride the power of godlinelfe, 
and the profeffours thereof, Rede faith,that this was the’ great finne of the ancient 
Britanes, immediately before their deftruction by theSaxons : ‘and irisat this day 
botha prefage and defert of our ruine, that as the Turks count alt fools co’ be 'faidits, , 
fo men with us account all faints to be fools. To a _ 

and the revilings of the children of «4mmon"| How good they Were arit, wemay ` 
feein thofe words of Sanballat, and his copefmate Febieh the Aminonite, Neb. 4. 
2,3. -words as fullof pride and fcorne, as profane wit, or rancouted malice could 
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make them: and they lay fo heavy upon Nehemiahs fpirit, that hee could not cafe 
himnfelf but by breathing heavenward, verfe 4. Hear, O our God, for we are defpi- 
fed, and turn their reproach upon their own head, and give them for a prey in the 
land of captivity, Gc. Hear, faith Nehemiab: Ihave heard it, faith God. Tho 
hajt feen st, faith the Pfalmift, for shos beholdcft mifchief and fpite to requite st with 
thine hand, Pfal. 10. 14- Sa 

and magnified themfelves] by {peaking big and bluftring words, bubbles of werds, 
great [welling words, full of wind, 2 Per. 2.18. thefe hall finde, that fuch words 
are not winde, but will be required é» fire, Jude 15. God isan utter enemy to 
boafting and threatning Brag adochios. l 

Ferfe 9. Therefore as I live{ This is Gods oath: fo, As true as I live, 
Num. 14.21. with Pfal. 95. to. therefore they are to blame that uie it in their 
common talk. | ; 

Surely Moab Jhal be as Sodom, &c.| Whereas they think that I either hear 
not their revilings, or regard thein not, I fhall make Moab and Ammon fmart and 
{moak for them. 

even the breeding of nettles and fale. pits’) They fhall not indeed be confumed 
with fire from heaven: but their land fhall lie waite fora long feafon. Nettles 
grow in barren places, and are good for nothing, unleffe it be the buds at firft co- 
ming, P/iay writeth, that where falt is dige’d, little good elfe groweth. See judg. 
9. 45. Pal, 107. 34- l i 

for a perpetnall defolatien| Certain it is, that thofe nations carried captive by 
Nebuchadnezzar were never reftored: but that in after-timesa mixt multitude of 
vagrants, out of mary nations met there, taking upon them the old title of Ara- 
bians, and living by rapine and robbery. Oi of tlefe came AZabomer, founder of 
the Turkith Empire and Superftition, who overturned the Chriftian Churches, 
there planted by the Apoftles, ( as was here fore-prophecied, The refidne of my peo- 
ple foall [poil them, &c. See verfe 7.) Confer Gal. 1.17. and foon over-run all che 
Ealt and South, as Popery did allthe Weft and North, at che fame time. 

Verfe 10. This hail they have for their pride | Moabites were as much noted 
for their pride, as now the Spaniards are: and are therefore here devoted tode- 
ftru@ion. Pride goeth before a fall, &c. A bulging wall ftandsnot long: a joynt 
luxated and fwelled, sill that be down, cannot be fet. God refifteth the proud, 1 
Pet. 5. 5. he bringeth thofe #gedly down to the ground, Pfal. 147. 6. 

becanfe they have reproached, Gc. | And all this out of the pride of their hearts, 
which breaketh out, asa mafter-pock, in their carriage: fo that the pride of Moab 
teftifieth to bis face, and it Thall beto him an abomination of defolation. 

Ferfe 11. The Lord will be terrible ante them) For he fhall march forth in battle- 
array again{t proud perfons,-rPet. 5.5. and ftain the price of all their glory: he 
will pull them down from their pinacle of felf-exaltation, and make them know 


` themfelves to be buf men. _Attilas,king of the Hunnes, proudly gave out, that the 


P. Fouius. 


Pfal.76.12. 


Tan.4. 


f ftarres fell before him, the earth trembled at his prefence, and that hee would bee 
the {courge of all nations. But what became of him? He died fuddenly by a Aux 
of blood, breaking out at his mouth and choking him, on his wedding-day at night. 
Jt were eafie to inftance further, in Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Antiochus, Herod 


_ the king of Tyre, &c. With God is terrible Majefty, Job 37.22. heis terrible to the 


kings of the earth, whiles he cutteth off their fpirits. Heb. ke flippeth them ef, as 
one fhould flip off a flower betwixt ones fingers ; or a bunch of grapes off the vine; 
fo foon is the bufineffe done. 

For he will famifh allthe gods of the earth] He will caft them into an atrephy, 


into a confumption. This was fulfilled, partly when Nebycl adnezzar deltroyed the . 


Nations, and proclaimed the true God to be the onely God, but principally when 
Chrift came in the flefh, and fent out his Apoftles to decry thofe Heathen deities, 
and to preach the everlafting’ Gofpel, faying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give 


glory tuhim, &c: and worfosp him that made heaven , carth, fea, and fountains of 


Waters, Rev. 14. 7. ` Now it was, that Satan fell like lightening from heaven, the 


oracles were filenced, the Heathen Emperours amazed at the prevailing power of 


the Gofpel in defpite of chem, the very names of moft of the gods ofthe earth 
were abolithed, the Temple of Apollo at Delphos fired from heaven ; and at that 
"very 


Cuap:2.. the Prophecie of Zephaniah. 
very time when fudians embafladours were there to enquire what fhould be the 
iffue of the Perfian warr, Thus the Heathen fupetftition fell flat to the ground, 
their gods were famifhed for want of worlhippers and facrifices &c. And the fame 
we hope and wait for to befall the Antichriftian roat and religion, That Idul is 
grown very leane, and hath lofta collop as we fay. Bellarmine is very fenfible, 
znd bewailes the bufineffe, that ever fiace we began to conne and call the Pope 
Antichrift; he hath fuffered no finall_decayes and loffes in the chriftidn churches. 
He hath indeed, and moreand more fhall do till he be left as leare as a rake, and all 
his plames pulled, his credit cracker, his honont laid in the daft. 

and men fhail Wworfhip him) Heb. bow down to him. He is thy Lord, and bow 

_ thou down uhto him, Pfal. 45. 11. Body and foule both muft ftoop to God: 
and bothat once 2 Cor. 6. 20. Swenckfeldians. (Stinkfeldians Luther called them 
from their ill favour) take away all externall fervice : fo dothe Nicodemites. 
Hypocrites draw nighto God with théir lipps only, when their hearts are cife- 
where : their bodicsare i» facellzs, their hearts is facculisas Ezek. $3. 31. But 
the true Ifraelites give God both inward and.outward worfhip : he doth pozere 
dextram in pectore, as Perfius phrafcth it: being fhod with the preparation of the 
Gofpel, he treads it not awry, neither too much outward as the formalift; nor 
too much inward as the Swenckfeldian.He looks upon our late Worfbip-[corners,our 
high-attainers as the laft brood of Beelzébub: and reckons that to calt off ordinan- 
cesis to cafkaway the remedy 2 Chron. 36. 15,16. Prov. 29.1. 

every one from his place] Not at Jerufalem only as once, fob. 4. 21. butinall 
places, pure hands and hearts fhall be lift up, without wrath, without doubring: 
both in church and chamber: any place whatfoever fhall bea fufficient orato- 
ry, me that God be worfhipped in fpirit amd in truch, and che publike not neg- 
lected. => ; 

even all the \fles of the Heathen] that is, all countries; though not éncompaffed 
with the fea: forthe Jews called all lands Iflands which they could not come 
at but by water. That God fhall be worfhipped in the foure corners of the earth, 
fee the Nore on Dens. 6. 4. It was the lait {peech of dying Chry/oftom, Glory be 
to God from all creatures: Letthe Jefuitcs at the end of their books fubferibe Lass 
Deo & beata Virgini, Let this be the badge of the Beaft: letras cry To God alone be 
glory all the world ever. : : , 

Verfe iz. Ye Ethiopians alfo, ye fha!l be flaine by my [word which is long enough 
toreach you, though far remote. The Poets faine that Fapirer was wont to be 
feafted by thë Ethiopians: bur that fhall not fave chem from Gods fore and great 
ftrong fword. Nebuchaduexzzer,to whom God had given Ethiopia, and Egypt and 
Saba as a ranfome for his people Efa. 43. 3. Sec Prov. 11. 8, with the Nore. 
The Ethiopians and Egyptians were fubdued together ler. 46. 2. Efay 18. 1, 2. 
Itis now inhabited by the Aby/fines( akind of mongrell-chriftians ) and called: 
"Prefter-lobns countrey ; wheré they fay they have ths ¢uftome amongit others : 
In their great Colemnities they have a cup.of gold born before them, filled within, 
and befmeared without with dirt, yet fo as the gold’ appeareth: and next to this 
cup is carried acrucifix. Hereby they would thew, that man fhould be pure as. 
gold: butbeing within'and without defiled by fin, heis reftored by Chrift crucifi- 
éd, fo as that the gold of Gods graces appeareth in him here in part, and fhall do 
hereafter in all perfection. i l . 5 

Ferfe 13. Andhe will ftretch out bis hand againft the North’ i. e. againft Aff,- 
tia (which lay North from’ Judea) asis prefently added by way of expofition, 
The {cripture fometimes hath its own interpretation annexed as loh. 2. 19, 21. 
and 7. 39. Howfoever, the Rabbines have this faying amongit them, Nala eft 

, bjettio in lege qua non habes {olstionens in latere ; i.e. thercis not any doubt in the 
Law, but may berefolvéd by the context. =, te eo ae eo 

and deftréy Affyriaycalt this rod of his wrath into the fire, after that he had worn 
it to the ftump (as that Martyr faid) upon other nations. 7 

and wili make Niniveh a defolation| See Nah. 2. withthe Notes.: .. . «> 

Verfe 14. And Jocks Shall lie down in the middeft of her œc. | Here are various. 


and vehement expreffions of the dreadfull face of her defolations. Qmnia congerit : 
que vaftitatens horribilem denotare folent, faith Gualeher, beeaute it was held a thing, 
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almoft impofhible that Ninivch fhould bedeftroyed. Hence that admiration of by- 
{tanders and beholders ver. 15. But what can be impoffible to the Almighty ? and 
what will not He do for his churches caufe and comfort ? Sec der. 6. 

all the beafts of the nations] which fhall come from farr to haunt this new-defere, 


bean-dcfert. See Lai, 13. 21, 22. and odferve that Parallel texts, like glaffes | 


1 fet oneagainft another, do caft a mutual! light. The lapidary brightencth his hard 
diamond with the duft thaved from it felf: fo muft we clear hard {criptures, 
both the Cormorant (or Pellican ) and the Bittern] Thofe inautpicate birds of 
prey that are fignes both of Gods curfe and mans mifcry £/2. 34. 11. The former 
hath its name in Hebrew from vomiting, and feemeth, faith One, tobe the fame 
that we call the Shovelerd, which {walloweth fhelfifhes, and after vomiteth them 
Nat biftis, to getthe filh. The later liveth about lakes, faith Péixy, and with her beake bea- 
re-cay. 3. teth che fih out of the fhell with g-eat vehemency. 
pall lodge in the wpper-lintels of it | beautified with pomegranates, flow- 
ersand other curious garnifhes, a. are wont to be feen at the porches ot palaces. 
their voice foal fing in che windowes | the black Saints, as they fay ; where was 
wont to be heard all manner of mufick and melodious noiles, Lux: cedet in lactam, 
their merry dauces fhall endin a miferable downfall. 
defolation foull be in the shrefoolds] which were wont to be worn out with the 
abundance of clients and parafites, tracing over them. 
for he foall uncover the cedar-work | i. e. God, or the enemy by Gods ap- 
pointment, (hall uncover rhe roof made of C edar, for better continuance. Cedar 
ss trong and durable : and by reafon of the d: yneffe of it the timber chawneth not, 


rhe. L 2 rottethuor: yea,ithath a property to preferve other things from putrefact.on, © 


faith Scribonins. The Ninivites raftered their hontes with it, as they fay the 
Africanes do with whale-bones. But now that God fhall barr chem and expofe 
them to the injury of wind and weather, how can they ftand? and what canbcin 
the threfholds but defolation ? 

Verfe 15. This & the rejoycing city Exultabunda, that could ftand on no 


ground, but was ready toleape out of her skin as it were: her inhabitants were ` 


meer mirth- mongers altogether fet upon the merry pin: like the people of Tom 
, burum in Africke, who fpend their whole time in finging and daacing. Now the’ 
te isaltered, and the Church, out ofzeale for Gods glory, thus infulteth over 
them. 
that dwelt cavelefly_) As if fcituate in the clouds, above all feare ; and altogether 
infuperable. Security ufhereth in delruction. See Zer. 49. 31, 32. 
that faid in ber heart Lam, and there is none befides me } This wasa proud word 
indeed. Z amisone of God Almighties names Exod. 3. 14. and There és nong 
befides me, is one ofhis titles E/a. 45. 5. 21. and 48. 12. Thus empty man would 
be fomething (the toad would {well to the bignefle of an oxe ) though man be born 
like a wild-affes colt Iob 11. 12. and man being in honour underßandeth net, that he 
Prl. 4g.20. is, or fhortly fhallbe, dike the beafts that perifh : that dic of the murraine, and fo 
peribus wer- become carrion good for nothing. 7 
ticinis dremel. 
Unde fuperbit homo cujus conceptio turpis, 
Nafci pena, labor vita, neceffe meri ? 


How ts fhe become a defelation \ J Here the Prophet Niniven in Theatro fratuit, 
© traducit apud Judeos (faith Calvin ) fetteth Ninivch upon the ftage, and fhew- 
eth his Jewes the tragicall end of her: how fhe fhould wonderfully be brought 


down beyond all expectation. God délighteth to make himfelf marvelous : heis - 


the onely true Thasmaturgus. 

_every one that paffeth by ber foall hifs and wagg bis hand} In fcorn, horrour aud 
difdaine ; and why, See Nab.3- 19. with the Note. Lam.2. 15,17. 1 King. 9.8. 
Ezek, 27. 36. Mic. 6. 16. Surely God fcorneth the fcorners Prov, 3. 34. and 
maketh that the mercilefle find no mercy, Jam. 2.13. 


CHAP. 
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Verfet. Oe to her that is filthy and polluted | Meanin erufalem, oncea . 

f W ignit city, now an harlot, fediffimum sa am, of the kind layite érs 
ofthofe fordid men who are called Borborite, of their miry filthynefle, whom = * 
Epiphanius and Occumenins {peak of. The word here rendred filthy comes froma "8% 
word that fignifieth dexg, or that fignifieth an example: and fo it is a metaphor 

taken from light women that are carted ina difgracefull way and made a publike medSyypne, 
example, an infamous inftance, It is rendred alfo glettonons, or all craw as 

Levit. 1. 16- 


Ingluvies © tempeftas, barathrumg; macelli. 
To the oppreffing city] Predatrici, that maketh a prey of others ( cither by force 


or fraud ) asthe filly dove is madea prey tothe hawk and other ravenous birds. 
Verfe2. She obeyed not the voice) fe. of her teachers, nor enclined her ear to them 


` shat infirufled her, as Prov. 5. 13. Hence fhe was fo filthy and oppreifive : who 


if fhe had harkened to wholfome counfell, and hidden the word of Gods grace 
in her heart, would have purified her felf even as He is pure, t Ioh. 3. 3. and not 
have exatled money and corn, byt have left off that xfury Nek. 5.20. 
fhe received not correition| or difcipl.ne, as being incurable or incorrigible, 
pining away in her iniquity Lev. 26. 39. and not accepting the chaftifement of 
er in, ate 
foctrufted not in the Lord) but knockt at the creaturesdoore for help in her 
diftreffe, and made flefh her arme, her heart departed from the Lord ler. 17.. 5- 
This God taketh very ill Ier. 2. 12. 13. as. he hath very great reafon =: Confi- 
dence being the leaft and yet-the beft we can render to him for all his benefits. 
She drew not neer to her God.) Though he were her God, yet fhe gatas far from 
him as fhe could: and, hkea wild beaft, would not be tamed nor managed by 
him. Now if thefe be undoubted arguments of a filthy and polluted Stace, as 
farely they are, what fhail we think of our felves, who areas deeply guilty as ever 
Jerufalem was in the promifes > what fhall the Lord.do, or what fhall he not do 
rather toa nation fo incorrigibly flagitious, fo obliged, fo warned, io fhamek fly, 
folawlefly wicked ? 
Verfe 3. Her Princes within her are roaring lions) Roaring over the meaner fort, 
and tearing them with their claws, Sce the Notes on Mic. 3. 1, 253+ 
her Indges are evening-wolves Gc. | See Hab. 1. 8. This rapacity and bribcry 
they had learned (likely ) under A¢anaffes and Amon: andexercifed under good 
Jofiah, who either knew itnot, or could not redrei it. Ef ergo periculi plena F 
resp. forma, qua ab uno dependet, faith Gualtherhere. And Tertxlian telleth us, Tert. Apol. 
that one fpeciall ching the Primitive Chriftians pray’dfor the Emperour was, that 
God would fend him Senarum fidelem a faithfull Senate, pious Councellours, good 
under-cfficers. Of Aurelfans Councell it was faid, thatby them the good Empe- 
rour, who might know nothing but as they informed him, was even bought and 
fold. Alphonfus King of Arragon faid, that Princes were for this, in a worfe con- 
dition then other people: becaufe they could feldome heare the truth of things- 
Auguftus bitterly bewailed the death of Varus: becaufe now, faid he, Ihave gy Sioni 
noneabout me that will dealtruly with me. The Grand Signior goes oft abroad Seriate 
that he may receive poor mens petitions, and right them upon the greateft Ba- 
fhawes, who, bewitcht by bribery, have denicd them juftice. And hence it 
hath beenever obferved, that few of his chicf officers diein their beds. .Thefe 
evening-wolves many times have nota morrow left them to graw the bones in. Rodulpbus 
Verje 4. Her Prophets are light | Rath, headlong, futilcus,debaached ( as the Archbof Cane. 
French tranflateth it ) acriall, fantaftieall, waighrlefle, worthleffe men, fuch as in, teneat after 
whofe do@rine thereis no authority, in whofe life no gravity , ftaiednelle, fe- ae 
verity, conftancy: like the planet Mercury, they can be good in conjunction paz for bis je- 
< : Qqz _ with fting dy toying. - 


4.60 


Cum ceelum terre commifcent facra profanis. 


God looks to be fanctified in ali chofe that draw nigh unto him, Levit. 10. 3. that 
they fhould be fingularly holy, handling the word fazéte magis quam fcite (as 
One once told the wanton Vettall) and living fo, that malice te felf may be filen- 
ced. God of old appointed both the weights and meafures of the fancuarie, to 
be twice as large as thofe of the Common-wealth : to thew, that hee expects much 
more of thofe that ferve him there, then he doth of others. See z King .7.15 .with 
2 Chron. 3. 15. . . 

they have done violence to the law] fc. by their crafty and perverfe gloffes, fet- 
ting it on the rack asit were, and fo making it fpeak more then it would + tawingit 
with their teeth, as fhoomakers do their upper-leather, forcing it two miles, when 
it would ‘go but one, yea wurthering it, as Tertullian faith of fome, quod cedem 
{cripturarum faciant, that they {laughter the {criptures, to ferve their own purpo- 
fes: for which caufe alfo he calleth AZarcion the heretike, Merem Ponticam, the 
Rat of Pontus, for his arroding and gnawing the text. l 

Ferfe 5. The jaf Lord isin the middeft thereof | The unjuft Princes were faid to 
bein the middeft of Jerufalem as roaring lions verf- 3. Here the juft Lord is alfo 
faid to be in the middeft of her, asa fin-revenging Judge. He fitteth as God in 
the middeft of thofe uncircumcifed vice-gods, (as L may in the worft fence beft 
terme them ) he fets a jealous eye upon all cheir unrighteous proceedings, and is with 
them inthe judgement. Neither eyeth he them onely, but all others in like fort: 
as the king in the Gofpel came in to fee his guefts. His eye, like a well-drawn picture, 
taketh view of all that come into the room. O that we could be in his fear all the 
day! O that we would ever walk in the fenfe of his prefence, and light of his 
‘countenance ! 


Ne pecees, Dens ipfe videt bonss Angelus afiat, es. 


Sinne not: for God feeth thee, the good Angels ftand about thee, Satan willacenfe 
thee, Confcience wil! give in evidence againit thee, Hell will torment thee: A re- 


nile lode verend and religious man had this written before his eyes in his ftudy. 

det, Angeli he Will not do iniquity | i. e. He will not let ‘enormities go unpunifhed, nor 
pies ipia paffe by the infirmities of his people without a fenfible check, Pfad. 99.8. See 
Scientia tefa- Hab. 1. 13. A : Oda 7 : 

bitur, oui Every morning.doth he bring bis judgement to light] Daily and diligently doth 
cruciabit. He both threaten by his Prophets, and execute with his hand, the menaces of bis 


mouth upon thofe chat will not be warned, that refufe tobe reformed. He hath 
in a readineffe to revenge ali difobedience, 2 Cor, ro. 6. Marurely he willdo is, 
and accurately: Itishis mornings work, P/a/. 101. 8. like as it is theirs to rife early, 
and corrupt all their doings, verf. 7. He will be up and at it as foon as they. 
he faileth not) As he may feem todo, when he forbcareth. Now decft, He wiil 
not be wanting to his office, to proceed againft the uncounfellable. : 
but the unjuft knoweth no foame| He can blufhno more then a fackbut, asebe 
proverbis. Such an impudency hath finne woaded in his face, that he bafheth no- 
thing. Er padernoneffe impudentem, he is paft all grace, as we fay, and as goud at 
refifting the Holy Ghoft, as ever thofe Jews were that hada whores fore-head , fer: 
3+ 3. finews of iron, and brows of braffe, Efay 48.49. When neither fear T 
: Cod, 


“on you. 


ey 
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God, nor thame of the world will rein men in, what hope is there of fuch? [am 
ego periiffe dica cui pertit pudor, faith an Heathen. He is an undone man that know- 
eth no fhame. Prevent itin time: for the modeft beginnings of finne at firft will 
make way for immodeft proceedings. The thickeftice that will beara cart, begin- 
nerh with a thin trembling cover, that will nota pibble. cy 8 
Verfe 6. 1 have cut Wi the nations | And hang’d them upin gibbets, asit were, 
before your eyes, for your adinonition, “t raina majoruns fit castela minorum; 
chat their deftruction might be your inftruction : that feéing your neighbours houfe 
on fire, you might look to your own: that obferving other to fuffer fhip-wrack, 
you might fee to your tackling. This isthe ufe God expects we thould make of his 
judgements upon others, Luke 13. 3,5- and 17. 26, 29. Matt. 12. 13, 41. 42.. 
1 Cor.10. 1,2,&c- and furely he de.erveth to be thadean example, chat will not 
tak yy others. 
oe defolate | Or , their corners, fe. of their munitions, whereon 
towers were fet. Or their extremities, q. d. 1 have over-turned them from one eud 
to another. Drufiws and Ribera interpreceth it of their Princes, See the Note on 
chap. 3.16. i hash 
f made their fireets waft, &c. J] See char. 2. verf. $,6,14,15- To the end, that 
when my judgements were thus on the earth, the inhabitants of the world ( bur etz 
pecially of the Church ) might learn righteoufneffe, Efay 26. 9. that the righteous 
feeing the vengeance, might waf his feet in the blood of the wicked, P/al. $9. 10. 
taking warning by his harmes. Obferve here by the way, what great account God 
ina kee of his people , fith for their inftance ard inftruction, hee thus wafteth the 


wicked: like as the Perfian kings, when their fonnes had committed a fault, made 


i s to be beaten before them. l k 
gies “raid farely thon wilt fear me] Asin a fchoole, when one boy is 
whipt, the reft tremble; and asin the Common-wealth, pena ad paucos, metus ad 
emnes: fo it fhould bein the Church. Other mens woes fhould be our warnings: 
others fufferings our fermons ; others lathes our leffons: Gods houfe of correction, 
a fchool of inftruction, where we fhould hear and fear, and dono more fo, Deut, 
17. 13. He that trembleth not in hearing, fhall be crufht to piecesin feeling, faid 
Saad ae infirnttion| This I promifed my felf of thee, but am difappointed, 
fer. 5. 3+ Sec verfe 2.thou art therefore ripe for deftruction. ra l i 

So their dwelling foonld not tè cut off \ They fhould have redeemed their forrows, 
and faved tbeir citie. And this a fpeaks to others, as weary of {peaking any 
m, to fo little purpole. y 
gg arma eD and ara EE J Manicabact, they made haft, that no 
time might be loft: they wofully wafted that beft part of the day, the morning, 
(which a9 ¥¢yov ògtaad, furthereth every bufineffe ) in corrupting their practifes, 
doing evilas they could. Once (faith a Reverend mam) Perers argument was more 
then probable; Thefe men are not drunk, for it is but the third hour. of the day. 
Now, men are growen fuch bean by wk by..that time, they will return their 
ve their brains crowing before aay.‘ 
yee ape wait ye upon aa faith the Lord, Go. | Starid forth, and hear, 
your doom: which that ye may know, that I do not precipitate, or rafhly paffe up- 
Wait ye upon me, Sc. and yet that ye may not prefume upon my pati- 
ence, know that there isa day fet, a determination fetled for your full pay- 


ment. 


Noftra Deus (ubiti non damnat crimina panes: 
Cempenfat longas [ed gravitate moras. é 


të gather the nations | To put them up asit were fheep,.into a pound for flaugh- 

er. See more of this Fer. 25. 
" te ae them ath indignation Here’s mention made of Gods prey, of his 
indignation, fierce anger, fire of jealonfe again{t nations‘and kingdoms : the better 
to perfwade people to that which they are fo hardly drawn to bejeeve, viz. that 
God ‘is not made altof mercy: but, though fury be netin kims, to {peak properly, 
Qa 3 Efay 
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Exod.34. 7+ Tfusy 27.4. Yet that hewill not by any means Clear the guilty, but punith them fe- 
verely, taking vengeance of their inventions, Pfal. 99.8. 

Verfe 9. For then will I turn to the people a pure language) Ti hens when my {word 
hath rid circuit, Ecclef. 14. 17- and bin bathed inthe blood ofall nations, for their 
many and mighty finnes; / wili turn to the people, Iwill turn mine hand upon the lit- 
tle ones; mine elect, that remnant referved for royal ufe. Thefe I will bring, not 
into the fire onely,but through it and will refine ı hem as filver is refined &c. Zach.1 36 
7,9-f0 that their rongue fhall be as choice filver,Pro.10.20.theit lip fhall be a pstre lip, 
as itishere, a lip of excellency, Prov. 17-7. fo that they fhail {catcer pearls, Mat.7.6. 
throw abroad treafure, Mat. 12. 35. even apples of Gold in thrines of filver, Prov. 
25.11. they fhall perifiethem/felves, asGod t pure, Old things fhall be paft with 

iJoh. 3:3- them, all chings fhall become new: new conftitution, new communication, new 
converfation. Look how the Conquerour fought to bring the French tongue into 
England, commanding it tobe taught in fchooles, {poke in courts Gc. fo doth the 
Lord Chrift, whorideth about the world upon his white horfes, the Apoftles and o> 
ther Minifters, conquering, and to conquer, Rev. 6.2. where-ever he prevails, hee 
turneth to fuch apare language, even the language of Canaan: not the Hebrew 
tongue (as R. Abraham fenfes this text} which ail nations fhall fpeak, faith he, in the 
kingdome of Chrift (what they doe in heaven, I have not to fay, fome are confi- 
dent) bue words of grace, Col. 4. 6. words of truth and feberneffe, 46. 26. 25. 
right words, Job. 6.25. fpiritual {peeches, Ephef.4. 29. Scripture language, 1 Per. 

-II 
j That they may call upon the name of the Lord| As all Gods people doe, *tis their 

charatter 1Cor-1. 2. he hath no dumb children, they no fooner breath but pray A4., 
o. 11. for prayer is the breath of the fpirit, Rom. 8.36. and the fruit of faith: 
hence it iscalled the prayer of faith, and under the phrafe of calling upon she n.-nse of the 
Lord here is meant beleeving in his name, and repofing upon Chrift for fafery here, 

and falvation hereafter. X 
© Tofe:ve hine with one confent| Heb. with one fhoulder, that is, unanimoully, and 
suo8vuadty with conjoyned endeavours.A metaphor from oxen yoked & fetting their fhoulders 
together to the work : or elfe from porters, who fet their feveral fhoulders to the 
{ame burden. The Saints may the better doe fo, becaufe they have the Spirit to lift 
with them and over anent them, as the Apoftles word importeth Rom.8.26. Let 
cwavnaey- them therefore endeavour by all good means, to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
Bdyeras bond of peace, Eph. 4. 3. that they may fay as holy Adicontus did of himfelfe and 
his colleagues at Gotha in Thurwgia, Cucurrintus, certaviatus, laboravintus, pagnaviz 
mus, vicimu, © vixinus femper conjunthffimi. We ever ran together, ftrove, labou- 
red fought, vanquifhed and did altogether, in much peace and concord. This is 
Chriftian-like indeed, See Aĉ. 1.14.and 2.1. 46. and 4. 32. animo animague inter 
fe mifeebansur, faith Tertullian they were all of one heart, and of one minde. The 


Um Cuyéy 
tra. Sept. 


very Heathens acknowledged that no people in the world did hold together and . 


love one another, fo as Chriftians did. To fee their travels,(faith Mafter Fox con- 
cerning the Saints Here in times of perfecution) their earneft feeking, burning zeal, 
readings, watchings, {weet affemblies, love, concord, godly living, faithfull marry- 
Af. dy Mon, ing with the faithfull@c. may make us now in thefe our dayes of free profeflion 
750. (but lamentable divifions), to blufh for fhame. They ferved the Lord with one fhoul- 
der, we Shoulder one another : they kept unity with purity without fchifme, much 
lefle herefy, glorifying the God and Father of ovr Lord Fefus Chrift with one mind 
and with one ak Rom. 15.6. with a pure lip, as itis here: weare quot homines, 
tot fententia ; fo many men, fo many mindes. How many religions are there now 
amongft us, faith one ? Old herefies new vampt ? Our Saviour Chrift faith, ifthe 
Son of mancome,fhallhe find faith @c? Yes fure he may find many faiths: fo 
many men,fo many faiths. Padet opprobria nobis &c. Itis not peace but party that 
1 Gor. 14.23 fome men mind, faith another: their chief ftudies are ftudium partium, & fludiuns 
novarum rerum, part-taking, and novelling. But what faith the Apoftle? If ye 
{peak with feveral tongues,will not he that comes in think ye are mad? fo when 
the world hears of fo many diffonancopinions ; will they not think wee are runne 
wild > Isitnot a fhame to us, that che Turks fhould fay, we may fooner look that 
the fingers on our hands fhould be all of one length, then thar the Chriftians honid 
i e 


Cuar.3. | 


hereafter is of me alone. i . 

Eucuthe dinghter of my difperfed| Jews and Gentiles, cle& of both fortsFoh.11.52: 
fcattered here and there as the falt of che earth upon- the face thereof, to keep. it 
from putrifying, Danews thinketh that chere is mention made of the daughter of the 
dilperfed affeCionately: namely,both co deferibe the earneftneffe of the Saints in 
ferving God (for women quicquid volunt, valde volunt) and that this fo goodly and 
and joyfulla {pectacle or fight of women worthipping and ferving God, and of Vir- 
gins efpecially, might ftirre up and move affections. . It is eafy to obferve, that the 
New Teftament affordeth more ftore of good women then the old, who can make 
mafculine prayers, mingled with tears : And as Mufick upon the waters founds 
at and more harmonioufly then upon the land, fo dpe prayers ‘well 
watered. 

Shall bring mine offering] Heb. my meat-offering, ox rather my whest-offering; their 
bodies and fouls, Rom. 12.3. that beft of facrifices, for areafonable fervice, a fo- 
demn prefent : fuch that the Chaldee paraphraft might exprefle; He cranflacech it 


r = 

EBufth. lib. 1. 
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Alvarez hifi. 
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See Breerw. 
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Mincharbi 


` 


thus: They fhsil bring as prefents unrome the banifhed of my people, who were carried . 


captive, and {hall return by my mercies. Some thinkthat, here ts foretold the return ` 


of the Jewes to their own land, toward the end of the world, to fer up the fpirityalt 
worfhip of God there : the famous Church that fhall be among them, full-of fancti- 
ty and ridde ofall wicked ones, verfe 11,12, 13. the joy and ‘gladneffe chat fhall 
poffeffe their foules verfe 14.through Gods removing of all edule of fear from them 
verfe 15. the encouragement they fhall receive from others, verfe 16. arid (which is 
the caufe of all this) che apparent arguments of Gods great love and favour, ver{.17- 
the quality of thofe chat fhall be received to be citizens of this New Jerufalem, ve-fe 
18. the utter rooting out of all their enemies,verfe 19 the fame and dignrey that thus 
Church of the Jews fhall be of among all nations,verf.t95°0.Thus they: quam reste 
indicium fit penes Lettorens, oft Bee eae 
Verje 11. Inthat day fhalt thou not be afhamed) There is an holy fhame for finpe, 
fuch as was that of Ezra, chap. 9.6. ofthe penitent Publican, Luk, 18.13. and of 
thofe good fouls in Exekie?, who blufhing and bleeding loathed themfeives for their 
abominations. To be afhamed on this. fore is no fhame, but ‘a figne of that godly 
forrow that worketh repentance never to be repented of, and zot so krow fhame, to 
be frontleffe, and impudent is the note ofa haughty man, Verfe5. Burthat which 


God promifeth here ts, chat he will cover their finnes, not impute them Pfzi. 3271, . 


2. and that he will by his grace preferve. them from fcandalous dnd reproachfull 
practifes that might render them ignomintous and defpicable,.fee Pal. 19.39. fhir- 
ing upon them himfelfe, and giving them honour in the hearts of others, as he did 
Solomon. ‘ erie aoe? 
Them that rejoyce in thy pride) Or, in thine excellency,as Pfal. 68. 35- that isin thine 
external ailede whiten thouhalt hitherto fo pridèd thy felfe,as the onely peo- 
ple of God, holy and beloved. : ? a P: F 
ad 


Ezék 16. 


Nil habet in- 
felix pauper- 
tas duïius in 
Se, Quam quod 
ridiculos bomi- 
nes facit, 


Tho. Walfingh. 
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T andthon fhalt no more be haughty} Stand upon thy tip-tces, upon thy-pantofles, as 


eAn Expofition on Cuar, 


ifthere were none fuch. 

because of mine holy monataine) Ier.7. 4. The Temple of the Lord, the Temple 
of the Lord Ge. cryed they aloud that nothing cared for the Lord of the Temple. 
So the Jcfuites and their Romifh crew ery, the Church, the Church, the Catholike 
church, ad ravim ufqre \:ke fo many oy fter-wives: but this is not the guife of 
Gods people. He will purge his church of fuch Fermalifts. 

Verfe 12, Iwill alfo leave in the middcft of thee an efflifted and poor people} Poor 
end tterein afflicted, therefore defpifed. Poverty is an afiiction, and makesa 
man trodden upon. Men will be fme to go over the hedge where it is lowelt. 
Hence St. Panl ioynes them together, Ihave learned to want and to be abafed, 
They that want mult look to be abafed. This thy fon faith He Luk15. 30. not, this 
my brother: he would not once own him, becaufe in poverty. But thoughmea 
will not,yet God will Lem. 2.5. Rev. 2.9. I know thy poverty, but that’s nothing, rhos 
art rich: poor in fpirit, rich to God-ward, glorying in nothing but this, chat chou 
underftandeft and knowelt me and my will, thy felf and thy duty Ier. 9. 23. and art 
therefore a rich Cargazon, a full Magazine, fuch as the world is not worthy of. 

and they fall rruft in the name of the Lord] As having nothing clfe to truf to, 
So St. Pants widdow indeed, being defolste and left alone, trufterhin God, who 
whiles fhe had an husband trufted too much in him. 1 Tim. 5. 5. Anotle-woman 
of Savoy, mother to Jobs Galear Dike of Msllaine after her hu: bands deceate, 
caufcd 4 coyne to be made, upon the one fide whereof fhe drew thefe words, Sols 
falla folam Deum fequor, ¥¢ing teftalone, I truftin God alone. 
` Perfe 13. The remnant of \fraet ball not do iniquity) Sanity and fecurity are 
‘here promifed to all'the citiz: ns ofthe Church. Being juftificd by Chrift they 
fhali dorightcoufneffe and truth: there fhall no way of wickednefle be found in 
them Pfa/. 139.24. they hall be kept from foule flagitic us practifes, neither hall 
they wa'low or allow themfélves in any known fin unrepented of. ‘Their fpot, if 
‘any, fhall be thé pot of Gods children Dent. 32. 5, unvoluntary and unavoidable 
inform;ty, fuch as there isa pardon of courfe for: onely they muft fue it out by 
praying daily, Forgive us our trefpafes. 

- Nor peak lies | For that’safoule fault, and rarely foundina Saint Efay €3. 8. 
Fer he faid, Sørely they are my people, children that will not lic: Sohe was their 
Saviour ® ltwas wontto be as currant an argument, Chrifianss off, not menticrar, 
He isa chriftian, he will hotie, as afterwardsit was, Hic eff frarer, ergamend,:x, 
Thisisafriar, and therefore a liar. Sophronius ceftifieth of Chry/oftome, uunguam 
tum mentitum fuiffe, that he was never beard to tella ie. Whereas of Pilat Ege- 
fippus telicthius, that he was Vir nequam & parvi faciens mendacium; anaughty 
‘man, and one that made litrle confcience ofa lje. 1t may feem fo indeed by thae 
fcornfull queftion of his, What’s trath? Ioh, 18.38 N = 
_ neither hall a deceitfull tongue be found in their month) Their pure lip ver. 9. is 
not ufed tothe language of hell, their fpirit without guile P/a/, 32. 2. produccth 
fpeech without deceit: for out of the abundance of the heart the mcuth fpeaketh, 
Mat. 12. 34. See the Nore there. - 

for they hall feed and lie down] {hall have all that heart can with, or need require; 
- plenty, fafety, fecurity &c, 

‘and none foall make them afraid | Soas to make them dee îniqsity or {peak lies: 

as very good men when ftighted have dared todo: witneffe Abrabam, Yane, 
Jacob, bucefpecially David, deeply guilty of this fin 1 Sam. 21.2, 8. and 1 Sam, 
27. 8, 10. Inthe fenfe of which finhe prayeth, Remove from me the way of 

Lying Pfal. 119. 29. wealfo fhould pray, Lead us notinto temptation, but deliver 
ns from shat evill one, the father of lies. And having the fhepheard of Ifracl_ to feed 
usandtend as; wefhould not feare P/al. 23: 2, 3. but chufing rather co dye then 
to ly¢,to fuffer then to shift, commir the keeping of our fouls to him in well-doing, 
as unto afaithfal Creatour i Pet. 4. 19. `’ i l 


Verfe 14., Sing O daughter of Zion, [hont O Ifrael: | Toy isthe juftmans por- 
tion, which the wicked may not meddle with Hof: 9. 1. 1” the tranfgreffion of 


an evili man there ts a {naré or a cord to ftrangle his joy with, to check and choke 
- all his comforts, be the righteons fing and rejoyce Prov, 29; 6, they ate comiman- 


v 


“A 


Cuar.3. the Prophecie of Zephaniah. 
d:diotodo: yca the command is doubled and trebbled here and elfewhere in 
both Teftaments : and it is a fin for fuchnot torejoyce, as well as not to repent. 

be glad and reqoyce with all the heart | which no wicked man can do: his mirth 
is but the bypocrify of mirth: likealittle counterfeit complexion. . It may fmooth 
the face, never cheer up the heart : likea flight dafh of raine that.{oaketh not to 
theroor: ora handfull of bruth wood or icare thorns under the pot Ecclef. 7. 6. 
As their humiliations are but skin-deep, they rent-their gatments and not their 
hearts, they grieve in the face, and not in the heart Mat. 6. 16. fo do they re- 
joyce in the face, and not with all their heart 2 Cor. 5.12... 00, 

Verfe 15. The Lord hath taken away thy judgments) i. e. He hath remitted 
thy fins, removed thy punifhments, turned agains thy captivity as the ftreames in 
the fouth, commanded his Prophets faying, Comfort ye, comfort ye my people crc. 
Efa 4o. 1, 2. tell her that all accufacions and actions laid againft. her in the court 
of heaven are non-fured, and Gods wrath appeafed. This is the fumme ofall the 
good news in the world: this is a fhort gofpell. o ; 

he bath caft ont thine enemy] Astubbifh and {weepings of the houfe are caft ont: 


: ae 


fo hath God dealt by thine enemics corgorall and fpiricuall: that thou being deli- yya repurge. 
veredout of the hands of both, might ferve him without feare, in holincfle and "e *verrere fig- 


rightcoufneffe before him all thy dayes Læk 1.74,75- - . 

the king of Ifrael even the Lord is inthe middejt of thee] In the many teftimonies 
of his powerfull and gracious prefence: yea, he hath {ethim up a mercy-fear, a 
throne of grace, and bidden thee come boldly thereunto Heb.4. 16. 

thon foalt not fee evill any more) fe. fo tong as thon retaineft God with thee, 
who is both a fun and a fhicld P/a/. 84. x1. and children havea place of refuge 
Prov. 14.2.6. ; 

Verfe 16. Feare thou not} why fhouldeft thou whileft the king of Ifrael is in 
the middeft ofthee? Be of good cheer faid Cafarto the ferriman ina ftorm, 
thou canft not mifcarry: Cefarem enim fers & fortunamCafaris, {o long as Cafar | 
is in the fame bottome with thee. May not the church much more gather comfort, 
having Godin her company ; and {fo many of his fervants to. fay to her, Feare 
thounot? True faith quelleth and killeth diftruftfull feare: but aw‘ull dread it 
breedeth, feedeth, foftereth and cherifheth. 

and to Zion, lee not thine hands be flack Remollefcant. Let not thy feares weaken, 
but rather waken thy diligenccin well-doing: liftup the hands which hang down, 
andthe feeble kuces Heb. 12. 12. Upandbeadive: piuckup your good hearts, - 
and buckle clofe to your bufineffe: your task is long, your time fhort, your 
matter urgent, your wages unconceiveable. It troubled a martyr at the ftake, 
that he fhould then gotoa place where he fhould ever be receiving wages, and 
do no more work, Uptherefore and-be doing. Be not flothfull, but follomers of 
them Who through faith and patience inherit the promsfes cb. 6.12. Spontanes lafi- 
tudines morbos loquantur, faithleflencfleargucth a difeafed foule | 

Verfo17. The Lord thy Ged iz the middeft of thee is mighty) Even. the mighty 
Strong God Efay 9. 6. the Giant, as the word fignifies, the champion of his church. 
He being in the middeft of thee cannot but fee how thou art fetupon ; and how ma- 
ny dangers and difficulties thou encountereft with, and will fend thee in new fup- 
plies Epb. 1. 19. feafonable fuccour. & : 

He will fave] This properly fignifieth the privative part OF mans happineffe : 
butincludeth alfo the pofitive. fe/us will do all for his people. . 


nificat. 


Hippot. 
Aphorif: 


He will rejoyce over thee with joy} Asa bridegroome doth over his bride E/a. Gef fuper te 


62. 5. He will take fpeciall complacency and contentin thee, being made accepted in 
the beloved Eph. 1.6. 

He will reft in his love] And feek no further. Heb. He will be filent in bis love, 
paffing by fmall faults without any the leaft fignification of his difpleafure : as it 
he were even fond over his church,and did err in his love towards her, as:husbands 
are licenfed todo toward their wives Prov. 5. 19, Some render it obisstefter in 
amore fuo he fhall be dumb in his love, fo ashe cannot {peak through excelle of 
love, Lovers are fo tranfported fometimes, that they:cannotutter their minds. 

He will joy over thee with finging) Asa father doth: over his chid whom he bea- 
reth in his bofome, or dandÌeth on his knee. em ie 
É Fe erfe 18. 


latitid, 
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Verfex8. Iwill gather them that are Sorrowfuit for the folemne affembly] which 
now they cannot éelebrate, as being in captivity ; and are therefore in great hca- 
- vinefle ; as was David Pfal. 42. 2, 3, 5. Nothing goes nearer toa good heart 
then to be debarred the benefit of Gods holy ordinances, then to heare the fa. 
baths mocked at by the enemics as thefe good foules did Lam. 2. 7. and tobe 
asked as David was, Where is now thy God Pfal. 42. 3. All outward comforts in 
this cafe are meer Ichabods. Whenthe Ark was taken, E/i could live no longer : 
that word ftruck him downbackward, and killed himin the fall. No {word of 
a Philiftine could have flaine him more painefully : neither is it eafic to fay whether 
t his neckor heart were firft broken. 

whoare of thee} True children of the church, as appearcth by their ftrong affeGi- 
onsto thé ordinances 1 Pet. 2. 2. Luther faid he wouldnot live in Paradite with- 
out the word : as with it he could cafily live in hell. An infant cannot be quieted 
, with gawdes or fine cloaths without the dugg : fo. neither cana true chriftian with 

any thing, but the publike fervices, the folemne aflemblics. 
to whom the reproach of it Was a burden] It lay heavy upon their fi pirits, and made 
them fend up many a deep figh to God, who heareth the breathings of his people 


i Chr, 15.26. Lam. 3. 56. and will reftore comfort to fuch his mourners Efa. 57. 18. He 


that helped his Levites to bear the Ark, will hefp thofe that grieve atthe want of 
it, and grone under the reproach caft upon it, which they ever honoured as the face 
of God Pfal. 105.4. Yea as God himfelf Pfel. 132.5. 

Verfe 19. Behold at that time I Will undoe all that afflit thee] Heb, Behold Me + 
Look not to thy felfas unworthy or unlikely to inherit fuch precious promifes : 
for, not for your fakes do I this faith the Lord God, be it known unto you, but for mine 
own holy Names fake Ezek, 36. 22, 32. your unworthinefle fhail ferve fora 
foile to fet forth the freenefle of my love: your unlikelineffe, the greatnefle of 
my power: my grace isfufficient for thee, my f{treneth is perfected in thy weak. 
nefie 2 Cor. 12, 9. Againe, look not to thine enemies, how many and, mighty 
they are, how witty and wealthy, how active and combined ( loricazus incedst 
Satan & catapbrattas, faid Luther ) let thine eyes be upon me, as Fehofaphats were 
when he knew not whither elfe to look 2 Chron. 20. 12. let thine heart be life 
upin my wayes, as his was 2 Chron. 17. 6. behold me, behold me Efay 65. 1, 
Look not downward on the rufhing and roaring ftrcames of mifcries and troubles 
which run fo {wiftly under thee, for then thou wiltbe giddy: but look upward 
and ftedfaftly faften on my power and promife : beleeve in the Lord thy God, fo 
fhalt thou be eftablifhed: belceve his Prophets, fo fhalt thou profper e Chr. 20. 
20. thine enemicsalfo fhall be found liarsunto thee,and thou fhalt tread upen their 
high places Dent. 33. 29, I will undothem, faith God bere Heb. Lill do them 
(per Antipbrafin: ) or I will bruife themand break them in pegces, as R Dawid 
rendreth it, by comparing Ezek, 23. 3, 21. Iwill not only repreffe them but 
root them out. Thofe that offer violence tothe Church like blind Sampfon, they 
lay hands upon their pillars, to pluck the houfe upon their own heads. 

and Iwill fave her that halteth|As enemies fhall not hinder the Churches ha ppi- 
neffe, fo neither fhall her own infirmities. Grant fhe be lame and luxated, mai- 
med and difjoynted, fo that the goeth fideling and halteth down right Pfal. $8.17. 
Say fhe be driven out of her countrey as an exile, out of all companies, as an outcaft 
( whom no man fecketh after Ier. 30. 17. )and out ofall good conceit of her felf, 
as an abet, vile inher own eyes,not fit for the communion of Saints, or kingdome 
of heaven: Yet Iwill fave her, Iwill gather her: like asthe gathering hoft in rhe 
wildemeffe ( fee Io. 6. 9. ) took up the lame, feeble, and thote that were left 
behind. See Mic. 4. 6. with the Note, and Ezek, 32.16. I willleckthat which 

. was loft, and reduce that which was driven away &c. . ; 

and I will get thems praife and fame in every land &c.} Sothat glorious things 
fhall be fpoken of thee, O city of God: As thy fin fhall be remitted, fo thy 
name fhallbe healed, thy fame {pread, per ora hominum volitabys, I will fafhion 


mens opinions of thce, fo that thofe that formerly fhamed and fhunned thee, fhalt 
highly efteem thee, and ftand for thee. - 


Verfe20. At that time wik I bring you againe] And this I tell you againe, that 
you may the better beleeve it: only you muft wait my time, for intime will I 


bring 


__ and a prasfe among all people of the earth, as before I promifed : buryo 


Sener 


Cuar.3. the Prophecie of Zephaniah. : 


bring youagaine, and intime will Lather you, and in time will I make 


Jor a name 
u muft give 
ft. The vifion is yet for 
Limit not the Holy One of If- 


me time to doall this. Hethat beleeveth maketh nor ha 
an appointed time Habac. 2. 3. Seethe Note there. 
yael, fethim notaday, fay not Now or never: wake not your beloved till he 
pleafe. He is a God of judgement, and waiteth to be gracious Efsy 30. 18. Have 
patience therefore, yea let patience have her perfect worklam. 1. 4. that ye may 
receive a fall reward 2 Ieb. 8. For. behold I come, and my reward is with me, to 
give youanexpectedénd Ier. 2g. af... + ig 

when | turn back your captivity] Hebi- Captivities: thatis: all. foure captivities 
together. For the Jews were carried captive to Babylon x.under Manaffeh 2. Chron. 
33. I1, 2. Next, ander Fehsjachins 2 Chron, 36. 6. 3, under Jechonias 2 K mgs 
24.12. and 2 Chron, 36.10. 4. Laftly, under Zedekéah2 Chron, 26.17. 2 K ing, 
25.6. Ali thefe thall be broughtback together by an eminent and fignal deliverance. 

before your eyes| Thofe eyes of yours that failed almoft for my falvation, and for 
the word of my rithteoufhefle Pfal. t19. 123. fall fee the accomplithment there- 
of, andbe fatisfied Pfal. 54- 7+and 92. II. ’ 


Dexter tibi pre Letitia faliee octlus. 
faith the Lord] This is the feale of all, and fgcurity fufficient, for Dei dixiffe eft 
Feciffe + God will not faffer his faithfulneffe to faile, nor alter the thing that is gone 
out ofhislipps P/a/. 89. 33, 34, ; e ; 


Laus Deo in eternum. 


the Jews: fothat he made a new decree for the advancement of the building: 
Ezra 5.8. God alfo feafonably ftirred up Haggai and Zachariah to quicken the peo- 
ple, (who were foon after their return from Babylon grown cold again and carelefs) 
and fo bleffed their Miniftery, that the Foufe, that is, the Sanctuary, and the Holy 
of Holies, was finifhed in four years {pace, or thereabouts, Ezra 6. 14. Theout- | j 
ward Court, and fo the. whole Temple, in three years after that; as Jofephus wite "tiglaite4 =, 
nefferh. SE : ; : 
Inthe fiath month] Yn the 3444. year of the world, as Funccizs computeth s, 
it; in the Calends of September, ( confer chap. 2.19.) when the Jewes were inga Pe: Chronel. 
thering their harveft, and fruits, and found'a dearth toward. This the Prophet 
makes ufe of, prefling it upon the people, as a juft hand of God upon them, for 
- ; flighting and flackjng the rebuilding of hishoufe. Itis good for Gods Minifters to fe 
A ; fet ta with him, to ftrike while the iron is hot, to cry , Hear ye the rod; and who Mic.69 
; ~ ; hath appointed it: foras iron is very foft, and mallèable, whiesin the fire, and 
( O M M E N | as molten metals ar fit for the mould ; fo when men are under thecroffe, they are 
: more eafily wrought upon ; they will hearken to inftruction; that before laught at 
. ; it, as the wild affe doth.at the horfe and his rider, fob 39.18. The wild affe, tbat - 
, is ufed to the wilderneffe, though fhe kick up her heels, and fnuffe up the wind at 
her pleafure, fo that they that feck. ber will not weary themfelves, yet there is a time 


OR 
3 : 
= i à when fhe maybe taken; ix her moneth they foal find hers Jer. 2. 24. ar 
La the firft day of the meoncth Heb. In oze day. One for Jirftis ordinary in both Tefta- 
ments,Ge2.1.5.N 4.20.1 Dang9.1. Mat.28.1.F0h,20.1.1 Cor.16.2. The time of this 


. Prophecy (as of others, I/a.1.1 Jer.1.2,3,&c. Jis precifely noted,to teach ug what aca. 
count we fhould make of Gods Oracles, and infpirations ; and how God will one da 


u on the Prophefie of o eckon with us for the helps we have had,and the time we have enjoyed them. He fer. 
P down all:how much more fhould we,and live up to our means & mercies, propagating 
our thankfulnffe into our pradiife > Jeremy prophecied forty years, but with ill fac- : 
cefe: it was his unhappineffe to be Phyfician to a dying State. The Holy Ghoft Türi ipic: 
; E A ° fets a {peciall mark upon thefe fourty years of his prophecying, Ezek. 4. 6, by doči plus va- 
bidding the Prophet Lye fourty dayes upon his right fide, and bear the iniquity of the let artemalum. 
=< honfe of Judah fourty dayes, a day fora year, an 
` came the word of the Lord ] i.e. he began to prophecy, as Ezra S. I. being Prophetarum : 
C Har. IÍ fent and fet awork by God, whofe alone it is, CO Make meet Minifters of either Te. ye EOE 
; Ary {oft. 
A ament, Z Cor. 3. 5. i gift, i AEN em, Jer. SA i ‘ i 
_ RE ius the King t arius by Haggai the Prophet ] Heb. J the hand of P.sggai, that is, is means, an 
: yi erfe 1. & EOS es Dari ae Res ad ne c- Matar See the Note on Mal. 1.1. Hapa tate Se and pleafant wots 
Genth. Chro F Me Mede, as Genebrard dotet ə torne w s pr : A è $ ; 4 > Feftivus g 
nol. ott 4 deceffour to Cyrus Dan. §- 34. And Haggai pro- as ata folemn feaft > which name of his excellently fuiteth both wich the time OF Terus. 
hadh ; phecied after Cyrus and Cambyfes, Ezra 4. §. and his prophecy, viz. after the return from Captivity, fee Pfal. 136,.1,2. and alfo 
5.1. Neither of Darins Nothus; as Scaliger in his with the matter whereof he treats, and whereto he drives, Chrift, the Defire of all Chap.2, 
book De Emend: temporum í the dorine whercof nations. Wilt thou be merry at any time? faith Seneca, think on Cafar: canft thou 
is almoft wholy fiditious, faith One, and founded be fad, and he be in health? How much more caufe have wee to be to bè merry in ie 
upon the confines of Nothing: ) but of Darius, the Lord Chrift? Let ms keep the feaft with all folemnity : let us Keep. holy-day, sopra Caney. 
fon of Hyftafpes, who fuccecded Cambyfes in the kingdome of Perfia ; being fith Chrif our Pafeover cs (acrificed for ws, 1 Cor.5.7,8. Let this {wallow up all our 
de. in chofen king by the Peeres » upon the neighing of his horfe firit, as Herodotus , difcontents, and crown the calender of our lives with continuali feftivals ; Let the 
BA teftificth. Whether this Darins were the husband of Queen Efther, as fomeaf- ranfomed of the Lord return and come to Zion with fongs and everlafting Joy up-. 
firm, or herfon, as Others, (and was therefore fo favourable to the Jews) I un- ; on their heads, &c. Efay 35-10. The Septuagint afcribe certain of the Pfadwes to $ 
ertake not to determine: Oncly take notice, that by Heathen Hiftorians itis Haggai, and Zachary , in the titles they prefix : though fome think that the 
Herd, faid, that the wife of this Darins was called Atoffa, which founds in part fomwhat Hallelujah-Pfalmes (as they areealled ) becaufe they begin and end with Hallelsjah, 
like Hadag@ah, that is Efther, chap. 2. 7. Hadaffah washer own Hebrew name : or, Praife ye Lord, were fung by the Jews, Feturning out of Babylon ; thafe two 
and, after fhe was made Queen, fhe was called Ether. „Heis called: Darius the Prophets beginning the tune, or giving the verfe (as they call it.) And hereunto 
King, as ifhe were the Ontly King on earth. His fuccefflour Dariys in his proud the Prophet p might have an cye, chap. 31. 12. F herefore they foall come 
Embafly to Alexander, called himéelf the King of Kings, and Coufia of the gods: and fing in the height of Zion, and foall flow together, to the foodneffe of the 
yiri aNd for Alexander, he called him his fervant: But 4/exander foon after became Lord, Gc. Í ree ; e iA A 
es dis Tord. For the Kingdoine of Per fia was loft by that Darius, asithadbeenre- , | unto Zerubbabel the fonne of Shealtieli] Philo faith, he was alfo called Barachias, a B called 
EAT ftored by this to its former {plendour, after the havock made by Cambyfes; who others Phadaias, out of 1 Chron. 3- 17. His name Zerubbabel fignifieth, either Shesbezzar, 


Plato lib. 3.de among other vile ads of his (as Wickedneffe proccedeth from the wicked, according 

l tothe préverbof the Ancients 1 Sam. 24- 13. )forbad the building of the Temple 

Ezra 4. 42. But He who fets up Princes at his pleafure, and turns their hearts 
whither foever h: will (as the plow-man doth the water-courfe with his paddle, or >: 
the gardiner with his hand ) turned here the heart of this great King to'his pope 4 
za uy 


K g 
SE. 


Born in Babel, or, Far fiom confufion. A Prince (of all men) fhould obferve order, Ma 

keep the peace. By the Lawes of England, a Noble-man cannot be bound tothe 

peace ; becaufe it is fappofed that the peace is alwayes bound to him, and that of 

his’ own accord; he will be carefull to keep others in good order. But what x reg- 
Rr aum 
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aum Cyclopicum was at Romein Nero's dayes, Quando poterat quifyneed, quam 
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Dio invit. cuperce potiri, negare licebat nemini ? Tum fervus cam Domina, prefente Dorsino 

Neron, Juo, & gladiator cum virgine nobili infpetlante patre rem habnit, Si? Bieffed 
be God for better times. 

Governour of Fadab | Or, Duke, Captain, Provinciall, Prefident. The many- 

pea de headed Multitude hath need ofa Guide, who may be @SZeu€@ za) pevu, peace- 


able and prudent, ( faith Plato) to keep and care for the well-fare of his {tubjegs. 
Aug. epift.179 Such an one was Zerubbabel, Nobilis genere, nobilior fanititate, Noble by birth but 
more noble by his piety: drained from the dregs, and fifted from the brannes of 
the bafer fort of people. In the feventeenth year of his age, he led back part of 
the people from Babylon to Jerufalem; where he continued Governour tor the 
{pace of fifty eight years, faith Grynans. Thofe that make Dæirs in the Text, to 
be Derins Noth, muft needs allow him a much longer life and government: which 
God, fay they, granteth to fome, becaufe hee hath fomething to bee done by them. 
The Revolution of States may here alfo be remarked. This people was firft gover- 
ned by Judges, or Captains: then by Kings, and now by Caprains again, Sothe 
Principality of Edom, asit began with Dukes, and rofeto Kings, fo it returned to 
Dukes again, after the death of Hadad, in Mofes his time, 1 Chron. 1. 51. Gen 
36.43. Adeo nihil eft invita firmum aut fiabile, „So uncertain are alf chines. : 
and to Jofhuab the foure of Jofedech | A brand plucks out of the fire Zech. 3.2 
and therefore the fitter for fuch a preferment, wt i alo pofitses-nor alirim fapiae. 
+ David came not to the kingdom, till his foul was eves as z weaned childe Pal. 
131.2. Queen Elizabeth fwam to her crown, thorowa fea of forrows. Atatthia 
King of Hungary, was taken from the prifon to the throne. But, to the bufineffe: 
Johush the High-prieft wasa type of Chrift, inregard, r. OF his name which 
fignificth a Savior. 2. OF his Office of High-pricithood. 3. Of his partner- 
agency with Zerubbabel, in reducing the people home to their own countrey. 
‘The Lord Chrift, is both our Prince of life, and onr tercifull and faithfall Hi i 
pritft, ever living to make requefe for 1s, eee 
the, high. prieft , faying, | Zerubbabel and Jehofouah were the Chieftains of the 
people: and though not themfelves in fault, or at leaft nothing fo much, (-for they 
were both very religious ) yet they were not fo forward and forth-putting as they 
fhould have been in fo excellent a work. Howfoever, if the task be not done, the 
Task-mafters are beaten, Exod. S. 14. Itisthe mifery of thofe, that are. crufted 
1 with authority, that their inferiours faults are beaten upon their backs. If the peo- 
ple gather Manna on the Lords fabbath, Mofes and Aaron fhall hear, How long 
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that Haggai therefore addreffed himfelf to thefe two principall perfons: tothe 

end that they might joyne their forces with him, in reprehending and exciting the 

people to the Lords work. When the word and the fword go together, there is 

great likelihood of much good to be done. Upon the fword of Charles the Great 
MiLeighs WAS Written, Utrinfque tabule cuftos, And Queen Elizabeth riding progreffe once 
treat.of Divin, in Suffolk, faid, that now fhe faw the reafon, why that County was fo well gover- 
ep. Ded, ned, for fhe’ obferved that all the Juftices coming to meet h 

Minifter next to his body. : 


ple, to fet upon the work, and finith it, Not by might, nor b power, but by the fpi- 
rit of the Lerd of Hofts, Zach. 4. 6. See more of, this sitle ta the Note a Mal. 
3.17. Dold. x. ; 

this people fay |] Words then have their weight : neither are mens tongues their 
ows: butthereis a Lord over them ( Pfal. 12. 4.) that will call themto a ftri@ 
account of all their waffe words, Mat. 12. 36, and hard fheeches, Jude 15. and 
then they fhall experiment that by their words ( which they happly held but wixde) 


refife ye to keep my commandements ? Exod. 16. 28. Jt is Mr. Calvins Opinion, © 
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er, had every one his . 


they 


t 


ne m eee 
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they foall be juftified, and by their words condemned, Mat. 12,37. How good is it 
therefore to carry a pair of ballance betwixt the lips? Nefrit pænitenda loqni gui 
proferenda priès (wo tradidit examini, faith Caffiedare ; He that weighs his words 


_s before he utters chem, fhall prevent an after-reckoning forthem. =: 


__ the time isnot come, the time, &c "| He repeateth their frivolous and frigid excy- 
fes, in their own very words; chat he may the better confute them, .and'the foo- 
ner bring them to a fight of their finne. Sinne and fhifting came into the world to- 
gether, Gen. 3012. And thisisftill the vile poifon of our hearts, rhat they will 
needs be naught, and yet never yeeld, bur that there is reafon to bee made, and 
great fenfe in finning. Thefe Jewes ( likely ) had both Scripture and Reafon to 
plead for their backwardneffe (as there isno wool! fo courfe, but will take fome 
colour: and the fluggard is wifer in his own eyes, then feven men that can render a 
reafon:) Yor Scripture: To every shing there is an appointed time, a ‘et feafon, 
fuch as we can neither alter nor order, Ecclef. 3.1, and werfe 3. There i atime to 
break down, and atime to build up. And that this timeto rebuild the Temple was 
. not yet come, fome might pretend, that the feventy years foretold, were not yet 
fully expired: others ( with more thew of reafon ) that they had been too hafty in 
laying the foundation long fince, as appears by their ill fucceffe, and many adverfa- 
ries: that, God who had dwelt fo long in a Tabernacle, and was now worfhipped 
at his new-created Altar, would bear with chem, if they firft built cheir own honfes, 
and then be more free to build his Houfe, which they intended to do hereafter, 
with great care and cot. This is ftill che guife of graceleffe procraftinatonrs, to 
futwre and fool away their own falvation. Hereafter, fay they, may bee time 
enough, and what need fuch haft to build the fpirituall T emple? / {pace comes 
grace, God is more mercifull then fo: and at what time foever a finner repents 
from the bottom of his heart, &c. Fools and blind men (as our Saviour calls the 
Pharifees ) that thus ftand trifling, and baffling with God, and their fouls, being 
Semper vibturi, as Seneca faith, alwayes about to do that, whichif not well done, 
they are utterly undone for ever: for upon this little point of time hangs the crown 
of eternity. The gales of grace are uncertain, the day of grace, (which isvery clear 
and bright) is ufually a fhort one. Nox licet ix bello bis peccare, faid Lamachus toa 
fouldier of his brought before him, and pleading he would doe fo no more ; $0 God 
will not fuffer men twice to negle& the day of grace, which, if once paft, will never 
dawn again. Let none therefore when preft to the prefent Now of meeting God by 
repentance, anfwer as 4: tipa’er King of ASacedony did, when one, prefented hima 
book treating of happineffe é xoadQo J am xot at leifure Or as Archias the Theban, 


. whe forewarned ofa confpiracy againft him, caft the letters by, with Js craftinum 


feria, and was {lain ere the morrow came. Or as thefe Cunftarors in the Text, that 
had oft in their mouth, The tim? is not come, the time Gc. left the very next minute 
they be cut off by death from all further time of repentance, acceptation and grace 
forever. Men may purpofe, promife,expect a time of healing and happineffe, when 
they fhall be deceived, and find a time of terrour and torment, Fer. 14.19. Some, 
when a dying, would have given a world for time: as I have heard (faith a Reve- 
rend man) one crying day and night call time again : but that could not be. Asin 
warre, fo here, none are permitted to erretwice. Time muft be taken by the fore- 
lock, as being bald behind. ? 

Verfe 3. Then came the Word of the Lord &e.) Then after a fhort filence, asit were, 
profertur Domini quafi cogitata refponfio followes the Lords elaborate and deliberate. 
anfwer, not without fome touch of holy tartneffe, at their ingratitude: for, of all 
things, God can leaft endure to be flighted, where he hath better deferved. He 
looks upon fuch with anger, being grieved at the hardneffe of their hearts, Mark 3.5. 
He complains of fuch with a figh; Ah finfull nation, Ifa. x. 4. heis ready to rid his 
ftomack of them, verfe 24. Ah, I will cafe mec. 

Verfe 4, Is it time for you, O yc, to dwell in Jor cieled honfes, &c.] Notco- 
vered onely, butcieled with cedar, ( as the Chaldee here ‘hath it ).arched and gar- 
nifhed, as the Greek, carved and trimmed, as Ambro/e tendreth it. Sure, either 
your bedsare very foft; or your hearts very hard, chat you can, ‘not onely come 


tuto the tabernacles of your boulcs, but give fleep to your exes, or flumber to your eye- 


lids. Before ye have fonnd a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God 
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` of Jacob. Good David, could not finde in his heart to dwell in an houfe of Cedar, 
when the Ark of God dwelt within curtains, 2 Sam. 7.2. Valiant Uriah, deemed 
it altogether unfit and unreafonable, that when the Ark, and Ifrael, and Judah a- 
bode in tents, he fhould goe to his houfe to eat, and drink, and to take his eale and 
pleafure, 2 Sam. 11.11. Solomon firft built an houfe for God, and then for himfelf. 
The Chriftian Emperours, (onftantine, Theodofins, Honorius, &c- exceeded in build- 
fe ing Churches, which, from their ftatelinefle,were {tiled Bafilice, or places for a King. 
Tark, HR The very Turks at this day, though content to dwellin mean and homely houfes,yet 
a isceurses their ALo(chees or Mecting-houfes, are very fumptuoufly buil, and fet forth. Itis 
à rè öv a principle in Nature, that the things of God are elder, and more to bee refpected 
‘evbedz@v. then the thingsof men. A profeflor of the Turks law proclaims, before they at- 
Horode. tempt any thing, that nothing be done againft religion. This is better then that 
which was written over the gate of the Senate-houfe in ‘Rome (which yet isnot to 
be difliked,in its place and order) Ne quid detrimenti Re{p.capiat. Give unto Cafar 
the things that are Cafars + but with alland above all, Give #nto God the things that are 
Ta, 7% OS Gods: The Greek article is twice repeated by our Saviour, when he fpeakerh for 
i Ots God, more then when for Cæfar ; to fhew, that our fpecial care fhould be, to give 


Manaan ais God his due, to feek firft the kingdome of God and his rightevafneffe; and then all o- 
Cicero. ther things fhallfeek us. Cetera aut aderunt, avt cateranon oberunt. But moft peo- 


ple are fo bufied about their own heufes, their cottages of clay, the body, that Gods 
2Cors.4. houfe, the foul lies waft and neglected: The lean kineeat up the fat: the ftrength 
of the ground is {pent in nourifhing weeds. -Earthly mindedneffe fucketh the fap of 

grace from the heart, as the Ivy doth from the Oake, and maketh it unfruitfull. 

Menare fo taken up about the world, chat they think not on Gods kingdome: as 

Fren Hif. the Duke of Alva told the French king, who asked him whether he had obferved the 
late great Eclipfe? No, faidhe, [have fo muchto doe upon earth, that I have no lei- 

fure to look toward heaven. Butis not one thing neceffary, and all other but by-bafi- 

neffes? And have we notin our dayly prayer, five’ petitions for fpirituals, and but 

one for temporals ? Are we not taught to make it our firft requeft, that Gods name 

4 may be hallowed, though our turnesfhould not be ferved? Is not Efaw ftigmatized 
for felling his birth-right, for a meffe of broth? And is not Shemei chronicled for 

tebra. xg; 2 foole, who, by feeking after his fervants, loft his life ? Pope Sixes for a mad man, 
that fold his foul to the devil, to enjoy the Popedome for feven years? what foal 

it profit a man to win the world and lofe his own fl ? to win Venice, and then be hang- 

ed at the gates thereof, as the Italian proverb hath it? Surely fuch a mans loffe will 

mat rge , be 1. Incomparable, 2. Irreparable : for what (hall aman give in exchange of his 
foul? It wasnoevill counfel, that was givento John the third, King of Portugal, 
to meditate every day a quarter ofan hour on that divine fertence. It would be 
time well {pent to ponder as oft and as long together on this Text, Zs ét time for you, 
O ye, that are fo fharp fet upon the world, fo wholly taken up about your private 
profits, your pleafuresand preferments, to fit in your ceiled houfes, as Ahab once did 
in his ivory Palace,or Nebuchadnezzar in his houfe of the kingdome (as he vain-glori- 
oufly calleth it, Das. 4. 30.) and Gods houfe lie wafte, and his fervice neglected, 
to whom we owe our felves, 1 Cor. 6. 19. our lives Mat. 16.25. our parents, chil- 
dren, friends, means Mat. 19. 29. our gifts and abilities, t Cor..4.7. our honours 
and offices, Pfal. 2.10, 11,12. allthat we are, and have ? How juftly may God 


Job16.15.16. curfe our bleffings, (as he threateneth thefe felfe-feeking, God-neglecting Jews both ' 


18,31. ` „here, and Mal. 2. 2.) fcatter brimftone upon our houfes, dry up ony roots beneath, and 

1 Cor, 12.21. above cnt off our branches, drive us from light into darkneffe, and chafe #s out of the 

Col. 3. 2- world with his terrours. Surely [uch are the (ceiled) dwellings of the wicked, and this 

Phil, 2,21. #8 the place of him that knoweth not God, that inverteth the order appointed efhim, by 
coveting, not the beft guifts, but ax evil covergulneffe, Hab. 2.9. by fetting his af- 
fections, not on things above, but on things on the earth, by feeking thir own 
things, every man, and zot the things of Jefus Chrift. 

Verfe 5. Nowtherefore thus {aith the Lord of hofts| Hagg+iwas but a yong man, 
faith Epiphanive ; Now therefore, left any one that heard him, fhould defpife his 
youth, and flight his doctrine, he thews his authority, he comes to them cum privi- 
digio, he delivers not the conceptions of his own brain, but the Word and mind of 


———$$ ————— aa aaa 
God.For asChryfofton: faith of St. Panl fo may we fay of all che reft of the pen men of 
the Holy Scripture,(or Pauli eft cor Chrifti, their heart is Chrifts own heart: and their 
words are to be received, reverenced and ruminated, not as the words of mortal 
men, but (as they are indeed) the words of the everliving God, t Thf. 2.43. Excel- ; 
lently fpake he who called the Scripture Cor © animam Dei, the heart and foul of Greg. in Reg 3 
God. It is,every whit of it, diviiely infpired, or breathed by God faith the Apoftle, and 
is profitable both for reproof, and for iaftruitionin righteoufnef:. See aninttance here- s Tim. 3. 12. 
ofin this Text, together with rhe Prophets rhetorical artifice in firt chiding, and 
now directing them to reprove, and not withal to inftruct, is to fnuffe the lamp, 
but not powrein oyle,that may feed it. 

confiaer your wayes\ Heb. fet your hearts upon them, diligently recogitate,and re- 
cognize your evil doings ; and fo fhall ye foon tind our the caufe of your calamity, 
Fudge your elves, fo hall ye aoi be indaed of the Lord, accept of the piar'haent of your 1 C211, 30. 
iniquity + {0 iniqzity hall not be your vane: your rath, but nov’ your rina. Cape con pee ay Ag 
Glinn ex rebus ipfis, velexpermecnt ts Learn at Jeaft by the things ye have fuffered : nee 
Let experience the miftriffe of fooles, reduce you to aright mind. Lay to heart 
your manifold miferics, thole Rueisnaac dpo as one calleth them, Free School- 
wafers, curtt enough and crabbed, but fuch as whereby God opexerh ens ears to dif- $ : 
cipline, and eyes to obfervation of his works, and their own wayes; according to thar Ae 36.8, 5 
of Ezechiel, chp. 40. 4. Sen of wen beheld with thias eye, ad bear with thine ears, 
asd fer thy heart spon all thar J (hall thew thee Fc. thefenfes muft be exercifed char the 
Leare may be affected withthe word, and works of God ; according to that sse 
cve alfecieth my heart, Lam. 3. 51. and Solozon gat much of his wifedom by obferva- 
tion, as appeareth by his Ecclefiaites which fome have not untitly called Salons 
Soli/ogey. Mis but little chat can be Icard in this life, without ‘due and deep Confi- 
deration: which is nothing ehe but az «tt of she ‘Practical nuderfaading, whereby 
i reflects aed fPaies spor its own intentions + and, comparing thet wih therule, s pro- 
ceeds to lay a command upon ihe will aiid ffeil ions to prt them in execution. Thus Da- 
vid conidered his wayes, and finding all out oforder, he tsried hs feet to Gods tefti- 
monies, Ffal. 119. 59. And, to ftill Gods enemies, Pfa!. 4.4. he bids them commxne 
with their own hearts and be frill, or makt a panfeviz. till they have brought their con- 
fideration to fome good upfhot and conclufion. For when confideration hath 
foundly enlightened a mans mind, informed his judgement according to that light 
(that candle held to his mind) and determined his will according to that judgement, 
it muft needs bring forth found refolutions, purpofesand practifes ; asic did in cel 
Ninivites, Ephraim, ler. 31. 19. Lofiah, 2 ( brow. 34. 27. the Prodigal, Lake 15. the 
Charch in Hofea, chap. 2.6.7. Sheconfidered fhe wascroffed and hedg’d in with 
affli@ions, and refolveth to return to her firit husband. The contrary inconfide- 
rateneffe is complained of as a publique mifchicf. Jer. 6.8. and 8. 6. and 12. 11. 
They have laidit wafte : and being wafe it moxraeth saione: The whale hud lieth 

wafle, becanfe no man layeth it toheart, thatis,confidereth deeply of the caufe of 

its defolation. Without this, though a man had all poflible knowledge lockt up in 

his brain and breaft, it would be but as rain in rhe middle region, where it doth no 

good ; as the horn in the Unicorns head, where it helps no difeafe ; or as fire in a 

flintftone infenfible and unprofitable, till beaten out by. found confideration: This 

makes knowledge to become experimental, as ‘Pf. 116.6. and Row.8.1,2, this 

is to follow on to know the Lord. Hof-6. 3. as without this, mens knowledge is 

but a @afh, and may end in ignorance and profaneneffe : becaufe never formed and 

feated in their hearts, never difgefted by due meditation and application to their 

own confciences. 

Verfe6. Yehavefown mach and bring in little] This was vifible tothem: and 

they are called upon to confider it. The Philofopher affimes that man is therefore 

the wifeft of creatures, becaufe he alone can compute and confider. And yet 

how little doth man refpe& this priviledge, without which he were to be torred 

with beafts, or mad men? God harkened and heard, but no man|pake advifedly, no f 

man repented of his wickedneffe faying what have I done ? noman humbled himfelf Jer. 8g: 

under the mighty hand of Ged, though God thruft him down, asit were, witha 

thump upon the back. Moft mens minds are as ill fet as their eyes are; neither of 

them: look inwards. Lord, faith the Prophet, when thy hand is lifted up, they 
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will not fee, but they fall fte ec. Efay 26. 11. So, when Geds rods call for 
reformation, they wild not heare it and who hath appointed it, but they fhall heare 
fob 33. 15. Confcience, their domefticall Chaplaine, fhall ring this peale in their 
eares, C onfider your waycs: Ts bane fowed mach bet broug lt én listke re. Omnia 
feiftis & nibil profait, you havetried all waves to live, and ’ewill noc be, debocred 
all night, and taken authing, Leboured ti the very fire, and Wearitd yesr fedves for 
very vanity Hak. 2. 12. as thofe thar feck after the Philofophers ftunc, the inott 
they can look for is their labour for their paines. Fither varsity or violence hath 
exhaufted you, as Zach. &. 10. and Gods vengeance is vifizle enough in thote 
fecret iffues and draines ofexpence at which your cltates run cut, becauic he puts 
not his holy finger on the bole ix the bortome of the bag. Yor itis his bledling alons 
that maketh rich Prov. 10 23. andexcepe he bzildshe houfe, they Labour in vaine 
that build it Pfal. 127. 1. Yhereis a curfe upon unlawfull practilcs, though men 
be never fo induftrious, as in /ehojechin fer. 22. Andall their policies without 
dependance upon him for dircétion and fuccefte, are but Arena fine caler fand with- 
out lime; they will not hold together, when we have moftueed of them, bur 
fall atunder, like untempered morter. Hence the Plitmift affureth us, that Promo- 
tion comes neither from the Eaft, nor from the Weft, ror yes from the Susth where the 
warme funfhineis, but fromthe Lord : he psticth dows onc, and fetterh up another. 
So Hannah, The Lord, faith the, maketh pirr, and makah rih: be brags 
low, and lifteth up 1 Sam. 2. 7. Andalbeit uo man knowes eicher luve or ba- 
tred by all chat is before them, becaufe all things come aike toall Eecée/. g. 1, 2- 
( God maketha featter as it were, of thefe outward commodities: geod -nien 
gather them, bad men{c-amble for them ) yet ifheblow upon amans eltate, and 
by loffes and croffes fo beat him down with his cwn bare hand (as here in the text) 
that cither he hath not to cat, or dare not cat his fill, for feare cf wanting another 
day, cr if hedocat, yet the fiuff of bread being broken, and for want of Gods 
concurrence, he eats and is net fatisficd &c. he hath out prisoners pittance, which 
will neither keephimalive, nor yet fufter him to dye, he is to be very fentible of 


. tf, to confider his wayes, and looking upon his penury ( as a peece of the euric¢ for 


Non critcacus, 
nec fubito mo- 
Tietur, nec ca- 
zebit faficienti 
fiffencatione. 


neglect of Gods fervice Levit. 26. 14. &c.) to deprecate thar lalt and worti of 
miferics, the judgement of piring away in their iniqustics Terje 3g. This i worte 
then any fiarcity, then any bsimy or doggifb appetite, a difeafe common ia 
times of famine, The righteous catethio the facesfying of his foute: buat the belly of 
abe wicked hall want Prov. 14. 25. As hishilly prepareth deceit Iob 15. 35. fo it 
fuffers deceit; impoftitram facinnt G patiunine, as the Empcrour faid of them, 
that fold glafle for pearles. Fumos vendidi, fumo pereat, as Another, Ye looked 
for much and loe it came to little, asit followeth verfeg. and why ? bur becaufe 
they thought every little too much for God, andali well faved that was kept {com 
him, Afal. 3. 9, 10, 11. See the Notes there. The Popifh Commentators 
upon this text call upon the people, (ifever they meane to thrive ) to keep holy- 
ayes; to heare Maffes &c. yea fome Prieftsin Gerfoxs time publiquely preached 
to the people, that whofoever would hear a Maffe, he fhould not fall blind on that 
day, nor be taken away by fuddain death, nor want fufficient fuftcnance cee. This 
was more then they had good warrant to promife; and yet they are beleeved. 
Shall not we learn to live by faith, to troit iz the Lord and doe good? fo fhalt ihon 
dwelt inthe land, and verily thon fhalt be fed, Pfal.37.3. The wicked in the fulaeffe of 
their fv fficicncy are in firaits. feb. 30, 22. Contrarily, the godly, in the fulucfe 
of their {traits are in a fufficiency : and this is the gain of godlineffe. | Tim.6. 6. Pi- 
ety is never without a well-contenting fufficiency, it hath treafure that faileth not, 
bags that wax not old, Luke 12, 33. And fhall have hereafter riches without ruft, 
wealth without want, fore without fore, beauty without biemifh, mirth withe 
ont mixture &c. . 

. Ferfe7. Confider your wayes}] Sce ver. §. Doit carly, andearneftly, Eves- 
tite vos, iterumque excutite, as Tremellins rendreth that in Zeph. 2. 1. Search you, 
fearch you, O Nation not worthy to be beloved. So Lam, 3. 40. Let us fearch 
aud try our ayes, Not fearch only bucery, and as it were fife rheméo the brann. 
Soz Cor. 13. 5. Examine your felves whether ye bein the fasvh: prove your owa 
felves, asit were with redoubled diligence, in a moft needfull but much negleted 

duty, 
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the Prophecie of Haggai. 


»CuaP.t. 


~~ with your own hearts. But if ye will nor, fee that flaming place 
duty, of dealing with y willnot judge chemfelves, od will: as though iehor 
lers will nor {can their verfes, their mafters will. Men are as loth tO review t eir 
a&ions, and read the blurr’d writings of their own hearts, as School-boyes are to 
parfe their leifons and falle Latines they have made, Put as he who wil not cal 
up his bookes, his bookes will caft up himar length: {o thote that wil not con- 
fider their wayes, and take themfelves to task, {hall find char {paring a line paines 
at firft will doubleitin cheend : and that the beft that can come of this for orne 
negligence, isthe bitter pangs of repentance. Oh therefore thar, wit s omens 
wife man, we had our eyes in osr heads,and not in the corners of che cart i \n 
that our eyes were, like the windowes in Solomons Temple, broad inwar i, that 
we might fee our fins to confeffiow, fo fhould we never fee them to our coa sfa, 
The Ifraclites confeffed their murmuriag and ftubbornnefle, when Gos ent e vill 
eingelsamonght them, that is, fome meffengers of his wrath and difp' cafure. 
The Prophet Haggai berc would have their polterity confider and bereer conf er, 
fth the hand of God was {fo heavy upon them, and that he came againft t emai 
were with a drawn fword, how they might difarme hisjaft indignation by a {pee- 
refi ion. To which pnrpofe he addet ; 
ð 7 nee ‘Go up ta the mounaine, and bring wood Œc. | Set upon the work, and 
befericus: build the Temple with like zeale as Baruc repaired the wall Neb. 2. 
20. acendit feipfum, he burft out into an heat, being angry with his own an Na 
thers loth: and fo finifht histask ina fhorttime. Ie muft be an earneft, u prig hr, 
and conftant endeavong of reformation, that mult follow upon our denfe of fin, 
and feare of wrath: or elfeall will be but moss aliques evanidus (a8 Calvin on 
thetexthath it ) avery fafh: It willbe butas prints made on water ; affoon as 
finger is off, all isout. It was certainly therefore an excellent fayiug of Lather 
{ though condemned for hereticall by Pope Leothe tenth ) Optime G aprifima pa- 
nitentia eff nova vita, Amendment of life is the beft repentance: neither i ere 
any wifer way to break off our fins, then to practife the contrary duties. , e that 
repents with a contradiction ( faith Tertullian ) God will pardon him wit ‘ conira 
ditlion. Thou repenteft and yet continueft in thy fin. God will pardon thee, an 
yet tend thce to hell. Thofe that will have God to take pleafure in them 2435 in| is 
Temple, tolovethem and come unto them, and make his abode with t em ob 
14. 23+ to dwell in them, and walk, in them (as they did in Solomon: pore ae 
other walks gnd galleries about the Temple Zach. 3. 7- ) to be glori e in them 
(accounting himfelfto receive, as it were, anew being, by thofe inwar cons 
ceptions of his glory, and thofe outward honours we do to his name A ney moli 
go up tothe Afexntaine, not of Lebanon (thongh that was a pleafant and plenti ull 
place Dewt. 3. 25. ) but of Heaven, that Hi from whence comes their help, and 
bring woed, ( growing wood Cant. 1» 17 living {tones t Pet. 2. x) “ ni 
the boufer Core 3. 9. Eph. 2. 22. laying faith for a foundation, love tor a co- 
vering, having hope fora pinacle, humility for a pavement &c. Paes it with 
teares, fweeping itby repentance, beautifying it with holineffe, ped ie y 
with prayers, hanging it with fincerity &c. So fhali Chrift zhe K ing Qe hri ja ahe 
galleries Cant. 7. 5. he fhall covet their beauty Pfal. 45. 12. and be x! at 
Bound to themin the bands of parc affection, and fpirituall wedlock. Hewi 
take pleafure. in them, as he did in thofe that prayed in or toward rl e Temple 
Dent. 12.11. 1 King, 8. 29. ashedidin Daniel that man of defires chap. 2: 23. 
in David Gods corcslum or darling 1 Sam. 13. 14. in his Hephfibab or fweet- 
heart the Church Efay. 62» 4. called elfewhere the beloved of his foule, or ist c- 
loved foule: And he will be glorified in them by their fpirituall facrifices, r et. 
2. 5. reafonable fervices Rom. 12. 1. performed in fpiric and in truth Jon. 4. 
24. by fome one of which God is more glorified then by all the actions of unrea- 
atures. 
odo Te Goked for "much, and loeit came to little] Spes + ocnlis, Lutkus in 
manibus, as Hierome here. The hope of unjuft men perifheth Prov: I F ; 7: criam 
fpes valestiffima his likelycft hope, as fome renderit: he thinh s himfe fure „3 
Efan did of the bleffing, but he only thinks fo: Godcuts ofthe meate fr 


mouth Meli. 16. takes away his cornin the time thereof Hof. 2+ 9 confutes him 


Ecclef. 2. 14. 
iKing, 6g. 
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in his confidences, which prove like the brookes of Tema. ob.6. 17. and ferve 
him, as Abfaloms mule did her mafter: his high hopes hop beadleffe, as One phra- 
feeh ir, it falleth out with him as with thote perverfe Ifraelites in the wilderneffe 
made to tack about two and foity times, after that they thoaghe themfelves {ure of 
the promifed land. 
, [did blow pon it] i. e. 1 ditperfed it with cafe. By alike phrafe (for fenfe } 
God is faid Efa. 25. 11. tofpread forth his bands ia the midacft of bis enemics, as 
he that fwimmeth fpreadeth forth bis hands tofivim : aad to bring down their pride, 
together with the fpoiles of their hands, with greatef? facility. The motion in 
{wimming isealy, not {trong : for ftroug violent {trokes in the water would ra- 
ther fink then fupport. In like fore God blafted their treafure, or blew their 
hoards hither and thither, he confumed their fubftance and curfed their bleflingsas 
Aal. 2, 2. See the Note there. 
why faith the Lard of hufts ? becanfe of mine hoxfe that is waft Ge. | Their fin 
ofpreterring their own private intere(ts and felf-refpeéts before Gods work and 
ferviceis here repeated, and exaggerated, as the ground and caufe of ali their cala- 
tities: And all little enough to bring them tua found and fericu: fight and hatred 
Such a deep kind of drowfinefie hath furprized us, for moft part, 
that whereas every judgemert of God fhould bea Warning-peale ro repent, webe 
like the fmiths dog, who the harder the anvile is beaten ony lycth by and flecpeth 
the founder: Or like the filly hen, which lofeth her chickens, one by cne by 
the devouring kite, and yet as altogether infenfible of her loffe, continucs to pick 
up what lieth before her. This is to {welter and pine away in iniquity, as if nc- 
thing could awaken men Lev. 26. 29. anditis threatened lalt of all, as worfe 
then all their lofles, captivitics &c. A lethargy is noletfe deadly then the meft 
tormenting difeafe. Let minifters therefore, vy fuch forcible and quick queft-ons 
asthisinthe Text, and othe:wife, arroufe their hearers (as they once did hee 
their deare friends in the {w-ating, ficknefle, who, if faffered to fleep, dyed cer- 
tainely ) that they may awake, and recover themfelves ont of the faare of the devill 
ce, It is well obferved by One, that the devils particula: fin is not once mentio- 
ned in Gezefis, becaule he wasnotto bereftored by repentance: Bur the fin of 
Man is enlarged in allthe circumftances. And why this? but that he might be 
fenfible, afhamed, and penitent for his fin. They fay in philofophy, that the 
foundation of naturall life is feeling ; no feeling, nolife. And that the more quick 
and nimble the fente of feeling is inag.an, the beter is hisconftituticn. Think 
the fame of lite fpirituall, and of that bidden man of the heart, as.St. Peter calles 
him. 
and ye run every man untoltsow: honfe) Or, ye take pleafure every maninhisown 
onfe. q. a Yearcall felf-feekers, privatc-fpirited perfans, ye are all for yeur 
own intereft.: I.kethe fnaile thar feldome flirrs abroad, and never, without his 
houfe upon his back: or like the Eagle, which wheu he flies higheft, hath {till 
an eye downward tothe prey, rat he minds to feize. J parabola ovis capras [nas 
querunt. They ferve not the Lord Jefus Chrift but their own bellyes: orif they 
{erveChrift, it is for gaine, as Children will not fay their prayers, unlefle we pro- 
mife them theirbreakfafts. In ferving him, they do but ferye themfelves upon 
him ; as thofe carnall Capernaites did 4b. 6. Well mightthe Apottle complame 
as Philip, 2, 21. And Another fince, that it is his Pleafures. his Profit, and his 
Pref&ment, that is che naturall mans Trinity: and his carnall {clf thatis thefe in 
Unity. May hebe but warm in his own feathers, he littleregards the dangers of the 
houle, Heis totus in fe, wholy drawn up into himélf, and infenfible of either 
thie publike good, or common danger: though the watcr-potand {peare be taken 
fromthe bolfter, yet he ftirrs not. Farr enough from St. Pauls frame of {pirit or 
fpeech, Whos offended, and I burn not? farr enough trom his care and camber, 
anxiety and folicitnde for the houfe of God, and profperity of his people 2 Cor. 
11. 28. Nothing like they areto Ambrofe, who was more troubled for the ftate 
of the Church, then for his own dangers? Nothing like AZclancthon, of whom it 
is faid, chat the ruines of Gods houfe, and the mifericsof his people made himal- 
moft neglect the death of his moft beloved children. True goodneffe is publike- 
‘pivited thoughto private difadvantage: as Natyre will venture its own pegar 
goo 
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good for the generall, fo will grace much more. Heavy things will afcend to 
keep out vacuity, and preferve the Univerfe. A {tone will fall down to cometo 
its own place, though it break it felf in twenty pieces.- It is the ingenuity of 
faints, in all their defires and defignes to ftudy Gods ends more then their own : to 
build Gods houfe with neglect of their own, as Solomos did: todrownall felf- 
' refpedtsin his glory, and the publike good, as Nehemiah did: of whom it mighe 
be more truely faid, then the Heathen Hiftorian did of Cato, that he did vpazaniy 
73 xewov, over-love the Common-wealth, and that he did --- tots genitam [e credere 
mando, beleeve himfelf born for the benefit of man-kind. ; i 
Verfe 10,11. Therefore the heaven over you is flayed from rdin, &c. ] It’sne- 
ver well with man ( whofe life is ever ix fuga, asthe Philofopher hath it, and muft 
be maintained by meat, asthe fire is by fuell) till God kear the heaven, and the hea- 
ven hear the earth, and the earth hear the corn, the wine, and the oyl, and thefe hear 
Jezreel, Hof. 2. 21, 22. where we may fee the genealogie of thefe good creatures 
refolved into God. The earth ( though akind mother ) cannot open her bowels, 
and yeeld feed to the fower, and bread to the eater, if not watered from above. 
The heaven (though the ftore-houfe of Gods good treafure, which he openeth to 
*? our profit and nourifhment, Dest. 28. 12.) cannot drop down fatneffe upon the 
earth, if God clofe it up, and with-hold the feafonable fhowres. This the very 
Heathens acknowledged in their fictions of #upiter and ?uo: and the Metapon- 
tines, having had a good harvelt, confecrated xevouv BiG, an barveft cut in gold, 
to their God, in the Temple at Delphos. Now, when a rabble of Rebels thall con- 
fpire againft God, and fight againft him with his own weapons, as Febu did againit 
feboram with his own men, what can He do leffe chen cut them fhort? then make 
them know the worth of his benefits by the want of them? then call for a 
drought, ( verfe 11. ) and fo for a dearth, ( which inevitably followed in thofe hot 
countreys ) and confequently for peftilence and fword, the ufuall concomitants > 
The Septuagint for drought here ( by a miftake of points) tranflate 4 [words 
And in the Originall thereis an elegancy paft Englifhing. Becaufe my houfeis 
shareb, thatis, waft, therefore Ihave called fora choreb, a drought, or for a che- 
reb, a fword, which fhallin like fort lay your land waft, and make your houfes 
defolate: according co that is threatened, Degt. 28. and Matth. 23.38. And 
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in the very next chap. verfe7. Chrift telleth his Apoftles that thofe reftactary — 


Jewes, and others, that rejected Him thetrue Temple, in whom the Godhead dwelt 
bodily, that is Effentially (and not in clouds and ceremonies, as once between the 
- Cherubims, which they ufed to call Shechinah ) becaufe they loathed the heavenly 
Manna, therefore they fhould be pined with famine. They that would have none 
of the Gofpel of peace, fhould taft deeply of the miferies of warre. They that 
defpifed the onely medicine of their fouls, fhould be vificed with peftilence. The 
black horfe is ever at the heels of the red ; and the pale, of the black, Rev. 6. 4. 
As there hath been a conjunéture of offences, fo there will be of miferies: A con- 
flux of them abideth the neglecters of Gods Houle, the contemners of his Gofpel. 
Urfine tells us, that thofe that fled out of England for Religion in Queen Maries > 
dayes acknowledged that that great inundation of mifery came juftly upon them, 
for their unprofitableneffe under the means of grace, which they had enjoyed in 
King Edwards dayes. Zanchy likewife tells us, that when he firft came to be Pa- 
ftour at Clavenna, there fell out a grievous peftilence in that Town, fo that in feven 
moneths fpace, there died 1200. .perfons. Their former Paftour A¢ainardns, that 


man of God, ashecalleth him, had often foretold fuch a calamity, for their proz Zanch Mifeeh 
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faneneffe and Popery: But he could never be beleeved, till the plague had proved any aus 


him a true Prophet ; atid then they remembred his words, and wifht they had been 


warned by him. Let us alfo fear, left for our wany and bony finnes ( as the Prophets Am.$.12, 
expreffion is ) but efpecially, for our hatefulland horrible contempt of his fervants Peccata offed 


and fervices ( never the like known ) we pull upon our land Amos his famine, not of È 


bread, but ( which is a thoufand-fold worfe ) of hearing the words of the Lord.. 


6. forties 


A famine Jong fince foretold and feared by our Martyrs and Confeffours ; and Am 8.116 


now, if ever (if God forefend not) i» precix&x to fall upon us, as the moft un- 
Worthy and, unthankfull people that ever the Sun of heaven beheld, or the fun of 
Chrifts Gofpel fhone upon fo fair, and fo long together. The beft way of preventi- 
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on is previfion, and reformation: beginning at our own, as Gideon did at his fa- 
thers houfhold, 7udg. 6. 27. And thebeft Almanack we can fely upon for feafo- 
nable weather, and the lengthening of our tranquility is our obedience tu God, 
love to our neighbours, care of our felves, &c. . 

Ferfe 12. Then Zerubbabel the fonne of Shealtiel, &c.) So mighty in operati- 
on, fo quick and poWerfull is the good word of God in the mouthes of his faithfull . 
Minifters, when feconded and fer on by. his holy Spirit, See for this, Efay §5-10,11. 
Fer. 23-28, 29. AB. 19. 20. 1 Cor. 14.24, 25. Heb. 4, 13. See that feala cels, 
ladder of heaven, as One calleth it, Rom. 10. 14,15. and confider how mightily 
the word of God grew and prevailed in thofe primitive times. It {pread thorow 
the world like a Sun. beam, faith Exfebins: it was carried about into all places as 
on Eagles, or rather as on Angels wings. Athanafins of old, and Luther alate 
were ftrangely upheld and ‘projpered againft a world of Oppofites to the truth they 
preached. Farellus gained five great cities with their territories to Chrift. How 
admirably and effectualiy King Edward the fixth was wrought upon by a fermon 
of Bifhop Rédéeys, touching works of charity ; fee his life written by Sir Jobn Hey- 
wood, Pag. 169, +70, &c- Jt is the fpirit that quickeneth the feed of the word, 
and maketh it prolificall, and generative. And asin the body there are veins to 


carry the blood, and arteries to carry the fpirits that quicken the blood ; fo isit + 


with the word and fpirit in the foul. 1f Gods Spirit open not mans heart, the word 
cannot enter. If he illighcen not both-Orgax and Ofjeé, Chrift,though never fð 
powerfully preacht, isboth sakene, and #skift, as the Northern Proverb hath it: 
Theword heard profited them not, becaufe not mixt with faith in them that heard 
it, Heb.4.2- They heard it onely with the hearing of the ear, with that griftle that 
grew on the outfide of the head: whereas they fhould have drawn up the inward 
ear to the outward, that one and the fame found might have pierced both. But 
this all chat hear canngt do, becaufe all are xot of God, Joh. 8. 47. and fo have 
not his ear-mark , fpirituall fenfes habitually exercifed to difcern good aed evil, 
Heb. 5. nlr. they have an heavy ear, which isa fingular judgement, Efay 
6. 10. š 

With all the remnant of the people") ì.e. The generality of the returned captives, 
followed their leaders. -4 remnant they are called, becavfe but few in comparifon 
of thofe many bedge-rogues Mr. Dyke calleth them, potters they are called, x Chro, 
4- 23. men of baic and low fpirits, chat dwelt ftill in Babylon among plants and 
hedges: being the bafe brood of thofe degenerated Ifraelites, who when liberty 
was proclaimed for their return to Jerufalem, chofe rather to get their living by 
making pots for the king of Babylon. Thefe are ancient, or rather obfelete things, 
as janias rendreth it, worn out and forgotten: and indeed they deferve to beut- 
on forgotten, and not written, or reckoned among the living in Jerufalem, 
Efay 4.3. 

Obeyed the voyce of the Lord their God] with the obedience of faith: and this 
they did by the good example of their Rulers. Thus, when Crifpus the chief Ru- 
ler of the Synagogue beleeved, many of the Corinthians beleeved alfo, Aéts 18.8. 
When the kings of Judah were good or evil, the people were fo likewife. Great 
men are the looking-glaffes of their countrey : according to which, moft men dreffe 
themfelves. Qual Rex, talis grex. Why compelleft thou the Gentiles, faid Pant to 
Peter, fe. by thine example, to Judaize, Gal. 2.14. 

and the words of Haggai the Prophet | whofe mouth God was pleafed to make 


ufe of. And thisis added for a confirmation of the Prophets calling tothe work; - 


becaufe of long time before, there had been no Prophet among the people, mor any 
to cell how long, asthe Church complaineth, Pfal. 74-9. 

~ as the Lord their God had fent bins] Heb. according as the Lord their God had 
fent him, after the fame manner they heard, and obeyed the Prophet, as the Lord 
had fent him: they did nor wreft his words toa wrong fence: nor did they que- 
ftion his Commiffion ; but receiving it as the word, not of ‘man, but of God, 
they fet forthwith upon the work, yeelding as prompt and prefent obedience, as 

if God with his own mouth had immediately fpoken to them from heaven. 
and the people did fear before the Lord | asif He himfelf had been vifibly pre- 
fent in his own perfon. So Saint Peters hearers, Ats 10.33. Now aber d 
X š they, 
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they, we are all kere prefent before God, to bear all things commandcd thee of God, 
‘JE young Semuel had known that it was the Lord that called him once and again, 
he would not have returned to his bed to fleep. If men were well perfwaded that 
the God of heaven befpeaks them by his faithfull Minifters, they would not give 
way to wilfull wandrings,, but hear as for life, and fear to do any thing unworthy of 
fucha prefence: they would work out their falvation with fear and trembling, yea 
work bard at it, as afraid to be taken with their rask undone. They that fear the 
Lord will kecp bes covenant, faith David. Fear God and keep bis commandements, 
faith Solomon. And, in every nation he that fearcth Ged and worketh riziteoufneffe, 
is accepted of him, faith Peter, Alls 10.35. 

Ferfe 13. Then [pke Haggai the ‘Lords meffenger| Or, Angel. See the Note 


~~ 
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Pfal.103.¢3 
Ecclef. 22, 


on Mal. 1.1. Then fpeaks| Namely on the fosr and twentieth day of the romth, - 


asit isin the laft verfe : untill which day they had been building, for three weeks 
together. But Governour Tatnat and his complices came upon them, and difcou- 
raged the people, and hindred the work, Ezra 5.3. Jt was but need full cherefure, 
that Gods command fhould be repeated, and a fpeciall promife added, Z am mith, 
you, faith the Lord. Where we may well take up that of Tuly concerning Brites 


his Laconicall Epiftle, Quam multa, quam pauci! how much ina little. 4 ans 


with yor, faith the Lord, you need not therefore fear, what man can do unto you. 
The cint,2.15 


God is Al-fufficient to thofe that are Altogether his. See 2 Chron. 15. 2. 
Church is called Jetevah Stammah, that is, The Lord is there, Ezek, 48. 35. 
God 15 in the msddeft of her. hee foal not be moved, Plal. 46. 5. Jimmets maner, 
may better be her Motto, then Venice’s. she is furely invincible, Zach. 12. 5, 6,7- 
as having a mighty Champion, even the holy One of frael: and this makes her 
( though but a Virgin ) to laugh to fcorn her proudeft enemics: yea, to Pake ber 
head at them, Efay 37. 22, 23. as rather to be pitied then envied. There vere they 
in great fear, ( faith Davsd, uf the Churches enemies ) for why ? God is inthe gene~ 
vation of the righteous, Pfal.14. Hence thofe Philiftims were fo woc-begone, 1 Suns. 
4.7- And the Egyptians no lefe, Exod. 14.25. Tet us flee, fay they, trom rhe 


face of Ifrael, for the Lord fightech fur them. Whar ball wee then fay to chefe 


thiags ? faith Pasd,( who had often heard when he was in the enemies hand, Fear 
nor, I am with thee) If God be for us, who can be againft us ? who dare be fo fool- 
hardy? fo ambitious of his own deftruction ? Hath ever any waxed fierce agaizji 
God and profpered? Job 9. 4+ -Where is Pharaoh, Nero, Nebuchadnexxir, Xc?. 
Wasit fafe for thefe, or any any other to provoke the Lord to anger? were they 
ftronger then he? Oh that men would (according to Solomonas counfell ) meddle 
with their match, and not contend with him that ts mightier thea they | Can God 
be with his people, and fee them abufed to his face? Will they force the Queen 
alfo before him in thehoufe? Willthey, Giant- like, fight againit God? will chey 
needs touch the apple of hiseye, that rendereft piece of the tendereit parc? Will 
they invade his portion, plunder him of his jewels, pull the fignet from hts right 


“hand > Surely God is fo with his people, that as he taketh notice of the leaft cour- - 


tefie done to them to reward it, ( even toa cup of cold water ) fo of the leaft af- 
front, or offence to revenge it, beit but a frown, ora frump, Gea. 4.6. Num. 12. 
10.. Better a milftene were bang’d, &c. Better anger all the witches in the coun- 
trey, then one of Gods zealous witnefles, Rev. 11.5. Death cannot burt them, 
Pfal.23-3- Hell could no more hold them (the pains of hell gat hold on David, 
but he was delivered, P/a/. 116. 3-) then the Whale could hold Jonas: Ic muft 
needs render them up-again, becaufe Godis with them. Now I had rather be in 
hell ( faid Lather } with God, then in heaven without him, and it were far fater 
for mee. i i 

Verfe 14. And the Lord firred up the fpirit of Zerubbabel, &c,\ Here’s the 
Appendix of the foregoing fermon, whereof we have heard but the brief Notes. 
That one word, I am with you, feconded and fet on by Gods holy Spirit, fet them 
all awork. How forcible are right Words? 
prepared heart, hath oft a ftrong and fwect operation, fe. when God is pleafed to 
work with it, and make it effe&uall: this, man cannot do, no more then the huf- 


that 


Eih., 


One. feafonable truth falling on @ Tob 6.25 


‘ band-mancan make dn harvelt. - The weapons of osr warfare are mighty, through 3 Cor r0.g 
- God, tothe pulling down of ftreng-holds. Luther having heard Staxpicins fay, that 
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eAn Expofition on 


that is kindly repentance which begins from the love of God, found from that 
time forward the practife of repentance far fweerer to him thea before. Galeacius 
Caracciolws, an Italian Marqueffe, was converted by an apt fimilitude ufed by 
Peter Martyr, reading on the firft Epiftle to the Corinthians. Dr. Taylour,Mar- 
tyr, bleffed God, that ever he became fellow-prifoner to that Ange? of God, (as hë- 
called him)fobz Bradford. Senarcless (in his Epiftle to Bucer, prefixed before the 
hiftory of the death of Zohn Dierins, flain by his own brother, as 4be/ was, for re- 
ligions fake ) I remember, faith He, when he and I were together at Newburg, thé 
day before his flaughter, he gave me a great deal of grave and gracious counfell, , 
Egovero illius oratione fic incendebar, wt cum eum differentem andirem, Spiritus 
Santti verba me audire exiftimarcm, i.e. Iwas fo ftirred up with his difcourfe,: as 


Cuap,2. 


` if I had heard the Holy Ghoft himfelf {peaking unto me ; fo fervent was he, and 


full of life; for he firft felt what he fpake, and then fpake whathe felt. So fhould 
alldo, that defire to fpeak to purpofe ; and then pray to Gad, as for a door of 
utterance, fo for a door of entrance to be opened unto them ;, fuch as St. Paul had 
tothe heart of Lydia, and as Bifhop Ridley had to the heart of good King Edw.6, 
whereof before. 

and they came and did work.) The Governours alfo, by overfeeing others; and 
ruling the bufineffe by their difcretion. Where Gods glory and the common good 
is concerned, all forts muft fet co their helping hand. 

Verfe 15. Inthe four and twentieth day | Sce the Note on verf. 13. The time 
is diligently noted, to teach us to take good note of the moments of time, wherein 
matters of moment have been, by Gods help, begun, continued, and perfected:in 
the Church. This will be of fingular ufe, both for the increafe of faith, and of good 
affection in our hearts. 


a O ES EA 


CHAP. IL 


Ferfe 1. T N the feventh moneth, in the one and twentieth day of the moneth| This 
is the Preface to the fourth fermon, as fome reckon it: noting the exa& 
time when it was delivered. See the Notes on chap. 1.1-and 15. 
carme the word of the Lerd | This he often inculcateth, co fer forth the truth of his 
calling, and validity of his commiffion. Sce the Note on chap.1.ver.§. 
by the Prophet Haggai | Heb. by the hand of the Prophet. Sec the Note on Adal. 
0s 
Verfe 2. Speak, now to Zerubbabel, &c. | The better to hearten them onin the 
work, the Prophet is fent again to them, with a like meffage as before. Note here. 
1. That there are none fo forward for God and bis work, but may fand in need of 
‘continuall quickening: there being more {nares and back biaffes upon earth, then 
there are ftarres in heaven: and the good gift of God having fo much need of 
tighting up: For, like a dull fea-coal-fire, if it be not now and then blown, or ftir- 
red up, though there be no want of fuell, yet will of it felf at length dye and go 
out. Befidesthat, every inch, every artery óf our bodies, if it could, would {well 
with heilith venome to the bigneffe of the hugeft Giant, that at might make refift- 
auce to the work of Gods fanctifying Spirit. Let ustherefore confider one another, 
and {tudy every man his brothers cafe, to fire up, or whet on to love and good 
works. God will not forget this our labour’of love, but abundantly both regard 
and rewardit, Mal, 3. 16. See the Notes there. 2. That continual{ preaching 
ı makes men continuein well-doing. Therefore it was, that Barnabas was fent to 
Antioch, 4és 11. 22, 23- who, when he came and had feen the grace of God was 
glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpofe of heart they would cleave unto 
the Lord. And hence alfoit was, that Paul and Barnabas ( chap. 14. 21.) re- 
turned again to Lyftra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, confirming the fouls of 
the difciples, and exhorting them to continuein the faith, &c. And ordaining 
Preachers every where for that very purpofe, for the increafe of their knowledge, 
forthe ftrengthening of their faith, for the help of their memories, and for the 
: "quickening 


Cuap.2. the Prophecie of Haggai. 
quickening of theiraffeCtions. Gatta cavat lapidem, nanvi fed [epè cadenio. ‘Gods 
tender plants need be often watered, thacthey may {pring and {prout: - 
and totherefidne of the people) Non enim [acris Eleafiniis, qua in’ valgus {pargi 
nefas erat fimilia funt oracula Dei, faith an interpreter here. Gods oracles are 
not to be hid fromthe common forr, as Sibya’s were, and as the Popith Do@otirs 
hold, left men fhould be made hereticks thereby, that is, right beleevers. Itis 
herefy, faith One of them to read the f{criptures. It was the invention of the de- 
vill, faith Another. An husbandman reading the {criptures was poffleft, faith a 
third, Itis notneedfull forthe common fort to know more of Gods mind then the 
Articles ofthe Creed, faith Aqainas Bellarmine &c,lohn Barclay in his Parenefis,ex< 
cufing the church of Rome for taking away the {criptures from the. Vulgar, faith 
thus, Sed de his quoque providit Ecclefia concionibus, in quibas Evangelia referuna 
tar @&e. Butforthis, the Church hath made fufficient provifion by appointing 
Sermons to be made upon the Gofpels for the day, and by permitting books of 
devotion wherein much ulcis made of the holy Scriptures. And for the hiftori- 
call part of the old Teftament, faith he, men may read Jofepbashis Antiquities 
where it is fet down more plainely and plentifully then-in the Bible &c. ButI am 
weary of raking in this foule channel. roe 
Verfe 3. Whois left among ft you that faw thes houfe in her firft glory? | Some Sach 
there were amongft them (as is here implyed ) and thefe mult needs be very old, 
fixfcore atleaft, {ome fay more. Zorobabel might. well be one of thefe: for he 
wasa chiefetaine in the firk ycere of Cyrus, Ezra 2, 2. And Ichofeuah che high- 
Prieftmightbe another: for he came out of Babylon. with Zorobabel atthe fame 
time Ezra 2. 22. We fee by experience, that mens lives are daily fhortened. Na- 
turall reafons whereof may be thefe. 1. Untimely marriages. 2.. Cloying our bo- 
dyeswith variety ofmeates, and fo digging our ownigraves with our own teeth. 
3. Much eafe and delicacy. The fupernatarall reafon may be, that fo the world 
may fooner come to an end. God maketh haft to have the number of his Ele& 
fulfilled, and therefore difpatcheth away the generations, fhortencth life for his 
Eleéts fake, fetcheth homehis pilgrims, makes their dayes few though evill ( Gen. 
49. )takesthemaway from the evillto come &c. death being to them arumnarum 
reqnies ( as Chancers Motto was ) yea jansa vita, porta cali, the day-break of eter- 
nall brightneffe. ODT 
and bow do ye fee it now? | Tt isa part of old mens prudence rightly to compare 
things long fince paft with things prefent, and fo to conjecture at thingsto come. 
Thus the prudent perfon,by difcourfe of reafon, forefeerp an evill and hideth himfelf, 
when the yong foole paffeth on and is punifhed. : h 
isit not in your eyes) that is in your thoughts; for God caketh notice ofthe 
inward workings of the heart 1 Sam..16. 7. Pfal. 139. 2. 1 King, 8. 39. For 
he made the heart, and. muft therefore know all that is init: asa watch-maker 
knowesall the wheels and motions of the watch. He alfo will bring every fecret 
thing into jadgement Eclef: 12. 14. Therefore thosght zs not free ( as foolith folk 
dote | cither from the notice of his eye ( he had foon found out thefe Jows, when 
they did bur defpife the day of fmall things in their hearts Zach, 4, x0. ) or from 
the cenfure of his mouth Hed, 4, 12, 13. Rom, 7. 14. (the law is (pirituall and 


~ meets with involuntary motions to fin, ver. 7. ) Or laitly, fromthe ftroke of his 


hand which isa mighty hand 1 Pet.-5. 6. and falls very heavy Dent. 29. 19° 
even foraroot of bitterneffe, asitisthere, for vaine thoughts Zer. 4. 24. how 
much more for mifchievous, murtberous, covetous, vaingloriousand adulterous 
thoughts &c It were good therefore to write apon watles and windowes (yea 
would it were written upon the tables of our hearts ) chat fhort Motto, which as 
fhort as it is, yet our memories are (horter, Cave, Dems videt. Take heed, God looks | 


on: for heis omniprefent and omnifcient. 


ts it not in Your eyes in comparifen as nothing ? | Ameer Non-ens or nullity ? not 
fir to be named in the fame day with the former Temple? For, firft Cyrus appoin- | 


Grynaxs. 


Bern. 


ted the full proportion of this fecond; Honfe, the height thercof threefcore cubites, ~- - ' 


and the bri dih thereof threefcore cunites Ezra, 6. 3. which was butone half fo 


big as Solomons Temple, Hered indeed, to curry favour with the Jews ( which Zih1.Ant. 


yet would never be ) baile upon, Solomons foundation, and beftowed agreat deale 
“$s Sow . of 


cap, 14. 


ABs | 


tt.) Plantastenel- 
las frequentius 
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if we may beleeve lofephus. - But fo could not thefe Jewsdo, that -retur. 

th ra Babylon: for they were (fecondly ) but few, and thofe alfo poor, and, 

though helped both by Cyras and Dariss, yet they were glad to build the Temple 

of common ftone, and unpolifhed, nothing like chofe precious carved ftones 
wherewith Solomon built x King. 6. Thirdly, God hereby would draw their 

minds from the legall ceremonies and fervices; the Sun of rig hteonfneffe being 

now ready to arife upon them, the day-fpring from on high to vifit chem. How- 

beit, becaufe they could not have fo gloriousa Temple as the former, they flight- 

editin their thoughts,and would have neglected it: Learne hence, That men ña- 

turally account as nothing of Gods fervice, if not accompanied with outward 

pompe and {plendour. ‘The Ifraelitesin the wildernefle would reeds have a calf, 

(asthe Egyptians had ) made of their Jewels and ear- rings. leroboam would have 

two, and thofeof goid. Nebuchadnezzar dedicated a golden image withall man- 

ner of mufick Daz. 3. The people wept when the foundation ot this Temple was 

laid Ezra3. 12. becaufe nothing fo magnificentas the former. And che Papifts 

explode our religion in comparifon of theirs, becaufe nothing fo pompous and 

plaufible to the rude people, whom they deceive with apith toyes and trinkets, 

fhewes and pageants. In their petitionto King James they pleaded for their reli- 

gion, thatit was more pleafing then ours, and more agrecable to nature. John 

Hant a Roman Catholike in his humble appeale to King James thus blafphemeth : 

og The God of the Proteftants is worfe then Pan God of the clownes, which can 
endure no ceremonies nor good manners atall. Many, like children, like that 

book beft. that hath moftbabyesinic: neither will they eate their milk, bnt ina 

golden difh. This proccedes from a blind underftanding and carnali affection, 

The Church in its infancy was inticed with fhewes and fhadowes: but now God 

requires a reafonable fervice, he calls for {pirit and truth. 

Verfe 4. Yet now be firongO Zerubbabel G&c.| Here he exhorteth all ranks, 

firk to good Affection, Be firong or of a good courage: Secondly to good Alion, 

Work, or Bedeing: for affe&ion without a&ion is like Rachel, beautifull, but bar- 

Charachunde yen. Be frrong fo as toprevaile and carry on the fervice, all difcouragements not- 
tabem valet. wvichttand ing. "Thofe that will ferve God in the maintenance of good canfes muft 
eray be couragious and refolute 1 Cor. 16. 13. For otherwife, they thall never be 
EAA able to withftand the oppofition that will be made cither from carnall reafon with- 
in, or the World and Devill without, for want of this {pirituall mettle, this fu- 

pernaturall ftrength, this /pirie of power of love,and of a found mind, 2 Tim.4.7 .oppo- 

fed to the fpirit of feare that cowardly paflion that unmans us, and expectorateth 

and expofeth us to fundry both fins and fnares: when he that trufteth in the Lord 

fhall be fafe Prov. 29. 25. Here then that we faulter not, budge not, betray not 

the caufe of God, nor come under his heavie difpleafure, who equally hateth che 
timerousand the treacherous;lct us 1. Be armed with true faith:for, Fides famem non 

Sormidat, faith quellethand killeth diftruftfull feare. 2. Get the heart fraught with 

the true feareof God: for as one fire, fo onefeare drives out another Mat, 10. 

28. 1 Pet. 3. 13, 14. 1. Get and keepa clearing, cheating confcience: for that 

feareth no colours, as we fee in St. Paul, Athanafius, Lather, Latimer, and 

other holy Martyrs and Confeffours. 4. Think on Gods prefence, as here, Be 

firong, and be doing, for I am with you. Though David walk thorough the vale 

of the fhadow of death, that is of death in its moft hideous and horrid reprefenta- 

tions, he will not feare: For why ? thos art with me, faith He, Pfal. 23. 3, 4 

Dogs and other creatures will fight ftoutly in their Matters prefence. 5. Confider 

Er Turnum fu- your high and heavenly calling and fay, Shaf fach a man as I fy Ge? Either change 
penen hee thy name, or be valiant, faith Alexander toa fouldier of his that was of his own 
Vire. name, buta coward. Laftly look up; as St. Steven did, to the recompence of 


reward, ftealea look from glory, as Mofes Heb. 11. 26. help your felves over. 


the difficulty of fuffering together with Chrift, by confidering the happineffe of 
raigning together. Thus be ef good cowrage, or deale couragtoufly, and Ged faall be 
2 Chro.rg.vit, with the good, as Iebofaphat told his Judges when to go their circuit. 
and work, | Good affections muft end in good a&tions, elfe they are {carce found, 
Num. 23.10, but much to be fufpe@ed. Good withes ( and no more ) may be found in hels 
Raha mouch Nam. 23. Orphah had good affections, but they came to nothing. ra 
mu 


ant a 
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muft be entreated to fx our quick: filver to ballaft our lightneffe, to work in us both 

rowill and to doe, that it may be faid of us; as of thofe Coristhians, that as there 

was in them a readineffe to will, fo there followed the performance ‘alfo. 2 Cor.8. iz: 

Defire and Zeal are fet together, 2 Cor. 7.11. defire after the fincere milk, and 

grauhin grace 1 Per.2. 2. John Baptifes hearers fo defired after heaven; that they 

offered violence to it Mat. 11. True affections are the breathings of a broken hieart, 

Acts 2.37. “Rem. 7. 23. Butthe defires of the flothful kill him; Prov. 21.25. 

Virtutem exopta: contabefcitque relitâ, Good affections are ill beftowed upon the 

fluggard, fith they boyl notup to the full heat and height of refolution for God,or, Perf. 

at leaft, of execution of his will. . The failes of a fhip are not ordained, that fhee 

fhould lie alwaies at rode, but launch out into the dee 


P- God likes not qualmy 
Chriftians, good by fits, as S.z«/ feemed to be when Davidsinnocency triumphed’ 


in hisconfcience, or as Ephraim, whofe duties were doughi-baked and whofe good- 
neffe was as the morning-dew Cc. Be ye ficdfaft and unmovenble, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord: Stick not at any part of it: difficulty doth but whet on He. 
roick Spirtts as a boule that runs down hill is not flugged, but quickened by arub in 
theway. If this be.to be vile, Ile be yet more vile, 


I Sam. 6.22. who art thon, O 
great mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou (halt become a plain. Zach.4.7. And hee 


faid unto me, My grace is fufficieat for thee : for my ferength is made perfett in weak- 
zeffe:2 Cor. 12.9. l i i 
For I am with you faith tke Lord of hofts| By a twofold Prefence. 1. Of help 
andaffiftance. 2. Of love and acceptance. Of the firft, fee chap. x. verfé 13. with 
the note there. Tbe fecond feemshereintended. The Jews were poore, yet God 
affurech them they had his love. So had the Church Of Smyrna Rev. 2: g. I know 
thy poverty, but thats nothing, thou ert rich, rich in reverfion,rich in bils and bonds: 
yearich in poffeffion,or AL is theirs, they hold all ix capire: they have i. plenty. 
2. propriety in things of greateft price : for they have God All-fufficient for their 
portion, for their protection, Z am with yor, faith he, and that’s enov 
to counterpoife any defect whatfoever, aswe fee in David 
the fack of Ziklag; where when he had loft all, and his life alfo was in fufpence, the 
Text faith, be comforted or encouraged himfelfe in the Lord 
whereas Sau! in like cafe, goes firft to the witch, and then to the fwords point: A 
godly man,ifany occafion of difcontent befals him,retires himfelfe into his counting- 
houfe, and there tells over his fpiritual treafure : he rans'to his cordials, he reviews 
his white ftone, his new name (Setter then that of formes and of daughters, Hay 56.5.) R 
he hath meat to eat that the world knoweth not of, the ftranger meddleth not with ST? 17° 
his joy. Virtzs lecythos habet in malise Tna prefertia, Domine, Laurentio ipfam cra- 
ticulam dulcem fecit, faith a Father, Thy prefence O Lord made the very gridiron 
fweet to the martyr Laurence. It madethe fiery furnace a gallery of pteafure to the 
three worthies, the lions den an houfe of defence to Daniel, the whales belly a lodg- 
ing-chamber to Jonas, Egypt an harbour, a fanduary to the child Jefus &c. He goes 
with his into the fire and water, as a tender father goeth with his child to the Sur- 
gecon. Nevertheleffe; faith David, I am continually with thee, thou haft holden 
me by my right hand. Thou fhalt guide me with thy counfel: and afterwards receivemée es 
to glory. Again, I am with Jou ; that is, I will accept your worfhips, though in this Par 73-23; 
meaner temple. If God may have the fubftance of worfhip, hee ftands not much 7 
upon the circumftance. The fick may ptay upon their beds, the perfecuted in cham- 
bers, 4éts 1. yea in dens and caves of the earth, Heb.11¢38. The Church in Queen 
(Maries dayes met and prayed oft together in a cellar in Bow-church-yard. lt was AME 
one ofthe laws of the twelve tables in Rome, Ad divos adeunto cafft, pietate adhi- 4 C Mori, 
bento, opes amovento. Sacrifice and Offering thou didft not defire( viz. in’ comparifon of 
obedience,1 Sam. 15.22.) but as a better thing ,wenie ears half thou opened; P fal.40.6. 
Hypocrites by cold ceremoniesthink to appeale Gad, they obferve the circumftance;. 
neglect the fubftance, they ftick in the bark of religion, snabbte on the fhel, offer the 
skin, keep backthe fiefh ferve God with fhewes 3 & fhal! be ferved accordingly. 
Verfe §. According to the Werd] Or, as Tremellins hath it better, Cam VE RBO 
quo pepigerans vobifcum, withthe WO R D, inandfor whom I covenanted with Jotty 
&c. So my Spirit remainerh among you. And fo itis a gracious promife that the whole 
Trinicy will be with them. The particle erh feemeth put for gzim v and the articte 


Ss2 He 


1 Cor. 15, ilie 
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He is emphatical, fhewing that by Wordis meant the fecond perfon, often called the 
Word both inthe Old Teftament, 2 Sars. 7.21. with a Chron. 17.19. and inthe 
New. Luke 1,2. Johar.i. 1 John 5.7. The Caldee feemeth to favour this in- 
terpretation, for he rendreth it, 44y Word {hall be your kelp. Hieron, Albertus, Nif- 
fen and Haymo diffent not.. Haggai, and other Prophets and Patriarches of old 
did well underftand the myftery ofthe Sacred Trinity. See my note on. Gex. 1. 1. 
Elshu {peaks of the Almighty his makers Job. 35.10. Solomon the fame Ecclef12. 3. 
Cant. 1. 11. which Farch: interpreteth of the Trinity. Jfay hath his Trifagion, or, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, chap. 6. 3. and chap. 42. 5. Thus faith God the Lord, He that 
created the heavens, and they that ftretched them out, So Dent. 6. 4. When Afofes be- 
ginneth to rehearfe the law, and to explain it, che firft thing he teacheth them isthe 
‘Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity, Hear O Ifrael, the Lord onr God, the Lord is 
One. Three words anfwering the three perfons: and the middle word, Our God 
deciphering fitly the fecond; who affumed our nature as is well obferved by Glati- 
zus + Others obferve that the laft letters in the Original both in the word Hear, and 
in the word Ove are bigger then ordinary ; as calling for utmoftheed and attention. 
The old Rabbines were no ftrangersto this tremend myftery (as appeareth by R. 
Solomons note on Cuzt. 1. 11. We will mike &c. ) though their pofterity defperately 
deny it. The Greek Church was not fo found inthis tundamental potat: therefore 
their chief City ( on/fantinople was taken from them by the 7urks (as Eft:us obfer- 
veth) on Whitfunday or (as others) on Trinity Sunday ; which day (faith our 
Chronicler) the Black, Prince was ufed every year to celebrate with the greatett 

Speed.723, honour that might be, in due veneration of fo divine a myftery. Now, Chrift is 
here and elfewhere called The Word either becuufe hee is fo often promifed in the 
Word. Orelfe, becanfe by him Gods will was manitefted and revealed to men, 
and that either mediately in the Prophets, whence Peter Martyr thinketh thar 
phrafe came. Then came the Word of the Lord, that is, Chvif?, Or immediately, him- 
felfe, Heb. 1.2. and 2. 3. , 

That I covenanted with you'| Or; in whom I covenanted and whence Chrift is called 
the Angel of the Covenant, Mal. 3.1. Chrift then was a Saviour to thofe of the 

Rev, 13.8 Old Teftament alfo, the Lamb flain fron: the foundarion of the World. Chrift under- 
took to pay his peoples debe in the fullneffe of time: and hereby they were faved. 
A man may let a prifonet loofe now, upon a promife to pay the debt a year after- 
See Heb. 9. 15. and take notice of the unity ofthe faith in both Teftaments: they 
of old faw Chrift afarre offin the promifes, they falured him, and wererelaluted by 

donactuzvess him, Heb. 11, . i 

When ye came out of Egypt) Ye,that is, your anceftours. Things done by the parents 
may be faid to be done by the children ; becaufe of the near conjunction that is 
between them. Hence Levi is faid to pay tithes in Abraram, and Adams finne is 

* Heb. 7. imputed to us all. l 

So my [pirit remaineth amongst yon] Not the fubftance, but the gifts of the Spitit; 
notthetree, but the fruits. Thofe whom God recciveth into the covenant of 
grace, he endues them with the fpirit of grace. See Rom. 3.9. 11. How etfe thould 
they be able to perform their part ofthe Covenant, fith we cannot fo much as {#{pi- 
rare, unleffe he doe firft infpirare, breath out a figh for finne,uli he breath it in tous 
by his Spirit ? Hereby then we may know whether or no we are in Covenant with 
God (the Devill will be fure to fweep all that are not) fe. if his fpirit remain in us 
Jer. 31.25. working illumination, 1 Cor. 2.14.15. Mortification, Rom. 8.13- 
Motion, Rem. 8.14. Guifts, 1 Cor. 12. 4,7, 8.&c. Fruits Gal. 5. 22. 23. ftrength, 
Efay 11.2. Courages, as here. 

Aug, Fear ye not| Cur timet hominem homo, in fizu Det pofitus? why fhould fuch fear 
man who have God in Chrift by his Spirit ftanding with them and for them? The 
righteous may be bold as a lyon: hehath the peace of God within him, and the 
power of Göd without him and fo goes ever under a double guard, what need he 
fear ? It is faid of Achilles that he was Styge armatus, and therefore could nat bee 
wounded. But he that isin covenant with God is, Deo, (hrifto, Spirits S.nito ar- 
matus, and may therefore be fearleffe of any creature. ; 

Ferfe 6. For thus faith the Lord of hofts\ i. e. the three perfons in Trinity, as ap- 

peareth by the note on theformer verfe. Howbeit rhe Author to the Hebrews 
pea regal 
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chap. 12.25.26. applyeth the wordsto Chrift: whence obferve, that Chrift is 
Lord ofhofts, and God Almighty : even the fame fecond perfon chat is called hid. 
dabhar the Word in the former verfe, is very God. Compare Job» 1. 3. with Col. 
1,14. 16.and John 1. 9. with John 8.12. and John 1. 11. with Afs 3-13-14. &c. 
See thofe cobxrencies of fentences, Joha 9.3.4. and ti. 4.and 12. 39. 40. befides 
the Apoftlesargument Heb. 1.4. That one Gofpel written by Sr. Join, who was 
therefore called the Divine by an excellency (as afterwards Nazianzen alfo was) be- 
caufe he doth profeffedly affert and vindicate the Divinity of Chrift (ever ftrongly 
impugned by the Devill and his agents, thofe odious Apoftates and hereticks anci- 
ent and moderne - And no wonder, forit is the Rock, Afat.16.18.) fetting him 
forth, 1. ascoeffential to the Father his onely begotten fonne, Soha 1. 14. One 
with the Father ineffence and power, Zohn 10. 30. 38. and 14.23. 2. As having 
the incommunicable names and attributesof God Johz8. 58. and 20-28. Eternity 
Ioha1.1. and 17. 5- Infiniteneffe, Joba 3.13. Omnifcience, Tohz 2. 24. and 21. 
27- 3- Asdoing the works of God, fuch as are Creation, Zobz 1.3. Confervation, 
John 5.17. 3. miracles &c. 4. As taking to himfelfe divine Worthip, /ohz 9.38. 
and 20. 28.and 14.1. This truth men muft hold faft, as their lives, and be rooted 
init: getting ftrong reafons for what they beleeve. The fecond ground wanted 
depth of earth ; The feed was good, and the earth was good, but there was not e- 
nough ofit; therefore the heat of the fun fcorcht it up. Chritt is here called the 
Lord of Hofts, and the Lord of glory, Tfay 6.1. with John 12. 41. Fim. 2.1. 

Yet once it is alittle while &c.\ eAdimé unum pufillum. This little Little while, this 
inch of time, was the better part of five hundred years, viz. till Chriftcame in the 
fiefh, Heb. 12. 26. the Jew-Doctours fay no lefe. A long time to usis buta 
little whileto God. A thoufand years is but as one day to the e-4acient of dajes, 
His Prophets alfo, being lifted upin fpirit to rhe confideration of eternity; count 
and call ali times ( as indeed they are in comparifon ) moments, and points of time, 
Panttum efi quod vivimus,  puntto minus, could the Poet fay; What is that to 
the Infinite ? faid a certain Noble-man of this Land to one, difcourfing of an in- 
cident matter very confiderable, but was taken off with this quick Interrogation. 
So fay we to our felves, when under any affliction, we begin to think long of Gads 
coming to deliver us. What is this to Eternity of extremity, which yet we have 
deferved 2 Tantillum, tantillum, adhuc pufillum. Yer a very little while, and hee 
that fhall come, willcome, and will nor tarry: as inthe /aterim, the juft muft 
live by faith, Heb. 10.37. Gods help feems long, becaufe we are fhort. Weare 
fhort-breathed, fhort-fighted, apt to antedate the promifes, in regard of the ac- 
complifhment. We alfo oft find it more eafie to bear evil, then to wait till the pro- 
mifed good beenjoyed. Thofe beleeving Hebrews found by experience, that the 
fpoiling of their goods exercifed ther patience: but ftaying Gods leyfure for the 
good things he had promifed them, required more then ordinary patience, or tar- 
riance, Heb. 10. 36. Take we heed of prefcribing to the Almighty, of limiting the 
Holy One of Ifrael, of fetting hima time, with thofe Bechulians. 

and Twill foake the heavens } Not the earth onely , as at the giving of the 
Law, (to purchafe reverence to the Law-giver y but the heavens.alfo: viz, by the 
powerfull preaching of the Gofpel, whereby Satan was feen falling from heaven, 
Luke ro. 18. that is, from mens hearts; and the Saints fee together in heavenly 
places, or priviledgesin Chrif Jejus, Ephel.2.6. For he that hath tke Son, hath 
life, hee hath heaven aforehand. 1. Iz pretio, 2. Jn promiffo. 3. In pri- 
mittis. Herethen the Prophet encourageth thefe builders : telling them that un- 
der this fecond Temple, how mean foever it feemed, he would firft fend Chrift, 
(called the Defize of all Nations, verf.7. and Peace, ver(.9. with Ephef, 2. 14.) 
to grace it with his prefence. Secondly, he would caufe the Gofpel tobe preached 
in a pompous and powerfull manner. J will foake, oc. Shoke them, to fettle 
them, not to ruine them, but to refine them, fhake their hearts with fenfe of fin, 
and fear ofwrath, that they may truly feek Chrift. For rhe Law was given by Afo- 
Ses, but grace and truth came by fefus Chrift, Joh. 1,17. And the end of this uni- 
verfall Sake, wasto thew faith Chry/ofteme, that the old law was to be changed 
into the New, Mofes into Aeffias, the Prophets into Evangelifts, Judaifme, and 
Gentilifme into Chriftianifme. When- Chrift was born, we know how Herod was 
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troubled, and all Jerufalem with him, Afate. 2,3. What a quire of Angels was 
heard in the air at Bethiehem, and what wondering there was at chofe things 
which were told chem by the fhepherds, Lake 2.18.  Ex(chins tells of three Suns 
{cen in heaven not long before his birth. Ore/izs cels of many more prodigics. The 
Pfalmift foretelling our Saviours coming in the fefh, breaks our into this joyfull 
exclamation; Ler the heavens rejoyce, and let the earib be glad: le: the fea roar and 
the fulaeffethercof. Lee the field be joyfail, and all tha: ss therein: thea hall all the 
trees of the wood rejoyce before the Lord, far he cometh, for Le cometh to judge 


the earth: he feall judge the world with rightcon[neffe, aad the people With truth, 


Pfal. 96. 11, 12, 13. and Pfal. 98.7,8,9. This.1 know is by fome (but not fo pro- 
perly ) underftood of Chrifts fecond coming to judgement, And both dsgujtin 
and Repertxs conftrue this text alfothe fame way- But the whole ftream of In- 
terpreters, old and new, carry it againft them: and fome of them tell us of fundry 
ftrange, and ftupendious commotions, that fell out even according to the letter, in 
heaven, earth,and fea abour the time of Chrifts birth,death, refurrection, and foon 
after his Afcenfion, when he rode about the world upon bzs whire bor/e, the Apo- 
fttesand their fucceffours ; with a crown on his head, as King of his Church, and 
a bowe in his hand, the doétrine of the Gofpel, whereby the people fall under 
him, and he went forth congucring axd to conquer, Rev. 6. 2. 

Ferf. 7. And 1 Will foake all Natéons | Fir, by che civil warres between the 
Triumviri, not long before Chrifts Incarnation. Secondly, by the generall taxe 
Luke 2. 3. when all went to be taxed every onc into his own city. Thirdly, by 
the preaching, and miracles of Chriltand his Apofties, whereby the Nations were 
fhaken out of their finfull condition, and brovght to the obedience of faith by ef 
feuall converfion. Thus a Lapide, L will Pake all Nations with wonder at fo 
great a myftery, with joy and with newneffe of life, faith Sa. The Gofpel ¢ faith 
Forbes on Revel. 14. ) hath three degices of operation in the hearts uf men. Firlt, 
it falleth to mens ears, as the found of many waters, a confufed found, which 
commonly bringeth neither terrour nor joy: but yet a wondering and acknow- 
jedgement of a ftrange force, and more then humane power, Alar. 1. 22,23. Luke 
4. 32. Fob. 7.46. This may be inthe.reprobate, Ad. 13.41. The fecond effect 
is the voice of thunder, which brings not onely wonder, buz fear. This may alfo 
be in areprobate, as Felix. The third effect, proper ro the Ele, is the oand of 
harping ; while the Gofpel, not onely ravifheth with admiration, and fhaketh the 
conftience with terrour, but alfo fillech it with fiveet peace and joy. Hitherto He. 
Certain itis, that the Gofpel maketh a ftirre where it cometh, and brings an earth- 
quake to mens fouls, as it did tothe Gaolers, dés 16. and Perers converts, AÈ. 2, 
And this partly through the frowardneffe of our affections, and partly through the 
malice of Satan, fearing the ruine of his kingdome. For, as fo: the Gofpel, this 
effec followes it, by accident. See Matth. 10. 34, 35. with the Note there. See 
alfo Luke 12.49. Itis by accident to the Sun, thatit maketh the dunghill ftink. Ie 
is by accident tothe Sea, thatit maketh the paffenger fick: the ill humours in his 
ftomack difeafe him, Sohere: And the Defire of all Nations fall come `} that is 
Chrift, for fo the Apoftle expoundeth it, Heb. 12. 25. And the Church faith of 


lib.14. epif.2. PM, Torns ipfe defideria, Cant. 5.16. he is all-over defireatle. And again, Ejay 
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26,9. With my foul have I defired thee in the night, yea Xith my fpirit within mee 
will I feek thee early. And unto Shiloh fall the gathering of the people bee, faith 
Jacob, Gem. 49. 10. asunto the Standard-bearer, Cant. 5.10. the careafe, Mat. 
24. 28. asthe doves fcour to their columbaries, Efay 6o. 8. When lam lifted ap, 
faith He, Z wild draw all men after me, Joh. 12. 32. that is, all mine Elect: rhefe 
will follow the Lamb whitherfeever he goth, asthehop and Hehorrope do the Sun. 
And becaufe the Nationshad not heard of Chrift, till he came in the flesh: and 
this comming of the defireef all Nations feemsto follow prefently upon the preach- 
ing of the Gofpel, therefore Junius renders it Defiderati, the Delireable ones of 


all Nations, and interprets it of the Eveét, ( the Septuagint alfo fay the fame ) who 


fhould cometo the fecond Temple in a fpirituall ferce, worfhipping the fame God 
that thefe good Jews did, and fhould come with {trength of affection, (as the He- 


brew importeth ) fhould make hard fhift tcocome, Efay 66. zo. They foal. bring. 
Jenr brethren as an offering tothe Lord, upon horfes, in chariots, end in litters, that - 


i, 
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is, though fick;weakly and unfit for travel], yet rather in litters then riot at all. Nei- 
ther (hall they come empty-handed, but with all their defirable things (fo fome 
render this text ) colligent omnes [nos thefanros, faith Calving they fhall come with 
itrong affections, with liberall contributions, as 4é. 4. 34. andas Tyras who, 
when once converted, leaves hoarding and heaping up wealth ( as formerly ) and 
‘finds another manner of employment for it, namely to uphold Gods worfhip, and 
to feed and cloath his Saints //a. 23. 48. 

and I mill fil thes houfe with glory] This reedified Temple fhall be honoured 
with Chrift» bodily prefence: aad the fpirituall Temple, which is the Church, 
fhall be honored by my prefence iti fpiric, the abundance of my graces, the light 
ofmy word, and power of my fpirit, who fball reft upon my people as a fpirit of 
glory, when the world loadeth them with greateft ignominy. 1 Pet. 4. 14. reff upon 
them, by ablefled Shechinah. 

Verfe 8. The filver ts mine, andthe gold mine, faith the Lord of Hofts Where: 
as the Jews might obje@, thatit was not likely the fecond Temple fhould be more 
glorious then the firft, fith they wanted chat wealth wherewith So/smon abounded: 
God anfwereth in like fort, as once he did Mofes alledging the flowneffe of his 


Diodate, 


fpeech, Who hath made muns month Gc? fohere, whofe is the filver and the gold > Exo.4,10.11. 


Am not I the true Proprietary, and chief Lord ofall? cannot] furnifh you out of 


my great parfe the earth and the fulneffe thereof Pfal. 24. 12 whatisfilver and Terra oft mar- 
gold, but white and red earth, the guts and garbage of the earth as one phrafeth fiapium Demin, 


it? things that I haveno necd of Pfal. 50. 13 ? They lye furtheft from heaven : 
thebeftofthem are in Ophyr ( perhaps the fame with Pers) furtheft from the 
church. Adam had them in the firft Paradife Gez. 2. 11, 12. in thefecond, you 
fhall not need them Zob. 26. 2, 3. &c. Indefect of other, I my kelf wik be your 
gold, and you foall have plenty of filver lob 22. 25, Chrift girt about the paps’ 


( that feate of love ) with a golden girdle fhall walkin the middeft of his [even golden Renn 12.12, 


candlefticks, witha golden cenfer in his hand perfuming and prefenting the prayers 
of his people upon the golden Altar, Rev. 8. 3. and meafuring that city of pearle, 
his church, with a golden reed Rev. 21. 15. Kibera and fome others chink that 
Gad, as of old he had ftirred up Cyrus and Darius( both of them Heathens ) to 
cont ‘ibute to the building of the Temple, fo afterwards he ftirred up Herod a weal- 
thy king, not long before Chrift came, to beftow abundance of coft upon the . 
fame Temple; andthat this was here fore-prophefied. But I fhould rather in- 
cline to Calvin, who doubreth not but that the devill ftirred up Herod to doas he 
did; thatthe Jews doting upon thé {plendour of that brave ftricture (the difci- 
ples did no leffe Mat. 24. 1, 2.) mightceafe looking for Chrift, or trufting in 
him. And who knowes ( faith He ) whether Herod himfelf might not have fuch 
afetch in his head. Howfoever the devil was init, donbticile, to take ofttheir 
minds from the expectation of Chrifts coming, which was now at hand, by 
thofe externall pompes : and to withdraw the {pirits of the godly from the furni- 
ture and gayety of the {pirituall Temple; We know how the difciples (who 
leavened with the leaven of the Pharifees dreamt of an carthly kingdome ) were 
taken with the beauty and bravery of Herods Temple, fhewing the fame to our 
Saviour, and fondly conceiting thatby that goodly fight he might be moved to, 
moderate the feverity ofthat former fentence of his, Behold your honfe is left unto 
youdefolate Mat. 23-38. with 24. 1. Buthis thoughts werenot as their thoughts, 
The bramble reckoned it a great matter to raigne over the trees: Sodid not the 
Vine and Olive. The Papifts hold that God is delighted with golden and filver 
vellels inthe adminiftratton of the Eucharift, and offended with the contrary. 
But the Primitive Chriftians celebrated the facrament of the Lords fupper in veftels, 
firt of wood, and afterwards ef glaife. That faying alfo of Ambrofe is well 
known, Aurum facramenta non quarunt, mec auro placent, gua AHTO non emun~ 
tør. It was grown toa proverbe foon after Conftantines time, Once we had golden 
Minifters and wooddénveffels, now we have Wwoodden Minifters, and golden veffels. 
Religion brought forth wealth: and the mother devoured the daughter. . 

Verfe 9. The glory of this later houfe [ball be greater then of the former] Becaafe 
Chrift fhall appeare and preach in it (as wer. 7.), who is the brightneffe of his ¥a- 
thers glory ac confequenter vrbis & orbis ; any relation to whom kapiras n aa , 

e i ennobleth 


a 
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wobleth both places and perfons. Bethlehem, though it be the leat ( Adicah. 
= 6. ) isyet sine the leaft Sen the princes of Judah ( Mat. 2. 6. ) becaufe 
Chrift was born there. The tribe of Nepthali is firit reckoned of thofe by Rachels 
fide: becante at Capernaum, inthistribe, Chrift inhabited fev. 7. 6. in whick 
Gen. 42, 4. sefpect alfo this town is faid to be difted up to beaven Mat. 11. 2, 3. Benjamin 
is called the beloved of the Lord, Gods darling (as their father Bes amin was old 
Jacobs ) becaufe God dwelt between his fLoulders, fc. in bis Temple built upon thofe 
two mountaines, Moriathand Zion Dent. 33. 12. The glory of that firft Tem- 
ple was, that the Majefty of God appeared in it, covering it felf in a cloud. The 
glory of this later houfe was greater, becaufe therein the fame divine Majefty ap- 
peaed, not covered witha cloud, butreally incarnated. For, the Word was made 
eh, and dwelt amongft us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth, Toh. 1. 14- In this flefh of ours, and under 
this fecond Temple, Chrift not only uttered oracles, did miracles, and finifhed the 
great work of our redemption, but alfo laid the foundation of the Chriftian 
Jam. Church, For che Law ( chat perfeét Law of liberty the Gotpell ) came ont of Zion, 
and the word of th? Lord from Fersufalem, to all the ends of the earth, Efay 2. 3. 
Pfal. 110. t. From hence it was that the Lerd of glory, whom the blind Jewes 
had ciucified, fentouthis Apoftles, thole meffengers of’ the churches, and the glory 
of Chrif as they are called 2 Cor, 8. 23. to gather together unto him thofe def- 
rable ones his cleét ( verfe 7.. See the Note there ) whom he calleth the glory Efa. 
46. 13. thchonfeof his glory Efay 60. 7. a crown of glory Efay 62. 3. the 
throne ofglory ler. 4° 21. the ornament of God Exck, 7. 20. tbe beauty of 
his ornament ib. and that fet inmajefty ib. a royall diadem in the hand of Jehovah 
Efay 62. 3. 
ea in tbis place wil I give peace] Even the Prince of peace, and with him all 
things alfo Rom, 8. 32. precem Pector’s © Tempor, Peace of countrey and of 
confcicnce: this later efpecially feermeth here to be meaut. For the former ( viz. 
outward Peace ) was not long enjoyed by thefe Jewes ; and their fecond Temple 
was often fpoyled by the enemies, and at length burnt avd overturned. Bur the 
Toh. 14 Pegce of God that paffeth all underflanding, ìs that Legacy which the world can 
neither give nor take from Gods people. And of this inward Peace the Scptua- 
gint ( according to the Roman edition ) taketh the Text, and fo doth Ambrefe. 
Hac efl pax [fuper pacem, faith He. Chriftas he was brought fiom heaven, with 
that fong of Peace Lak2. 14, Oncarth peace, good will toward men, ( whichis 
the fame with that falutation of St. Pas/'who.|carncd it belike, of thofe Angels, 
Grace be to you, and Peace ){ohe returned upagaine with that farewell of peace 
Joh. 14, 27. and left to the world the doétrine of peace, the gofpell of peace Eph. 
2.17. whofe Authour is the God of peace 1 Cor. 14. 33. whofe Minifters are 
minifters of peace Rom, 10. 15. whofe followers are the children of peace Lak 
10. 6. whole unity isin the bond of peace Eph. 4. 3. whofe duty isthe ftudy 
of peace Kom. 12. 18. and whofe end is, to enter into peace, to reft in their beds, 
their foules refting in heaven, their bodyes inthe grave till the joyfull refurrection, 
even every one Walking in his uprightneffe Efay 57. 2. Pfal. 37- 33. 
Verfe 10, In the four and twenticth day of the ninth month in the fecond yeer of 
Darins | This diligence of the Prophets in noting and noticing the precife time of 
Scultet Annal. Gods hand upon them, fhould teach us to do thelike. See the Neteon chap. 1e 
Malh. Adam VET: 1- The churches in Switzerland kept that day yearely as sn holiday whercon 
invit. Bugen-, the Reformationbegan amongft them. S#genhagius kepta feaft every yeer on that 
bag. day of the month wherein he and fome other Divines had finifhed the Dutch Bible, 
a and called it The feaft of the Tranflation of the Bible. The Univeifity of Heidelberg 
Tep Eae kept an Evangelicall Iubilee three whole dayes together Anno Dom. 1617. inthe 
Dau. Parei. Calends of November, in the remembrance of the renowned Reformation of seli- 
gion, begun by Luthera juft hundred yeers before. Hereby Gods name thallbe 
fanétified, our faith ftrengthcned, and our good aff:@ion both evidenced and cx- 
cited. By the time here defcribed, it appeareth, that they had now been three 
moneths building, and the Prophet meane-while had givch them great incourage- 
ment thereunto. But forafmuch as he found that they ftuck inthe bark, as they, 


fay, reftcd in the work done, thought they fhould thercfore win se R 
c ecaule 
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becaufe they built him a Temple, the Prophet gives them to underftand, chae there 
is more required of them then a Temple. viz. that therein théy worfhip the Lord 
purely and holily, in [pirit and ix truth: that their divine worfhips bee right both 
oad fontem 7 quoad finem, for principle and end of intention ; for elfe, they impure 
all chat they touch, and are no whit better, but a grear deal the worfe for all cheir 
performances. Thisthe Prophet teacheth them in thetwo following oracles pro- 
pounded by way of demand to the Priefts. How apt are men to lofe themfelves in 
a wilderneffe of duties > To dig for pearlsin their own dunghils 2 to think to oblige 
God ro themfelves by their good works ? to {pin a threed of their own to climbe up 
to heaven by ? toreft in their own righteoufneffe? to fave themfelves by riding 
on horfes, Hof. 14. 3 ? The Prophets defigne is here to beat them off from iuch fond 
conceits : telling them that the perfon muft be accepted ete the fetvice can bee re- 
garded, as Abels. Tothe pure all things are pure : but ustothenz that are defiled aud _, 
unbeleeving is nothing pure, but even their mind and confviense ix dzfiled, faith the A- 211% 
poftle. Calvix upon this Text faith no more - and yet Cor. a Lapide is very angry 
with him for faying fo much. Thereis in Peter Lumbard rhis golden fentence ei- Aug. de vera 
ted out of Anguftine > The whole life of unbelcevers ts ftwne : neither ts any thine wood ianoene, c. 56. 
withous the cheifef good. Thisfentence Ambrofe Rybera a Popith Pottiller, centur- 
eth for harfh and cruel]: Bue doth not God here fay thefame thing? Certain iris Crdeliseft ila 
that good actions from bad men difpleafe: asa man may {peak good words, but #4 
we cannot hear, becaufe of his ftinking breath. The facrifice of the wicked is abo- 
mination to the Lord, Prov.15.8. Charity is nothing, unleffe it flow out of a pure 
heart, and of a good con{cience, and of faith unfained, 1 Tim. 1.5. 8 
Verfe 11. Ask now the Prieft concerning the Law) For who thould know che law 
better then the Priefts? And who fo fit to refolve cafes of confcience as they? It 
was their office, Levit. 10.10, 11. Devt. 33. 10, Mal.2.7. See the Note there. 
Ic was an evil time with Gods people, when he was put to complain, who is blind but | . 
my fervant 2 or deaf as my meffenger, that Lfenr, Ify 42. 19? When the Prophet was et ae 
afoole, the {piritual man was mad for the reultituds of their iniquity, and the great ka- À iz" f 
tred, Hof.9.7- Varro upbraided the Roman Prieits of old -with their groffe igno- 
rance of many things in point of their own rites and religions : and Cicero brake a 
jeft upon C. Popilins an ignorant Lawyer at Rome. For when Popilins, being called 
for a witneffe to fome controverfy, anfwered Nihil Je feire that hee knew nothing, 
Ciceroanfwered by way of jéar; Puras fortaffe te de jure interrogari you mean(perhaps) 
that you know nothing in the law, which yet you profeffe to have skill in. What 
afhame wasit for the Pharifees who took upon them tò be guides of the blind, 
teachers ofbabes Cc. Rom. 2.19. 20. tobe found, dlixd leaders of the blind, Afar. veneg eg 
15 ? So isit for Divines being asked concerning the Law, or will of God in fuch Zanes 
and fuch cafes, not to be able to anfwer difcreecly, and intelligently as he did’ Mark, 
12.34. as an egregie cordatus homo ? But fo bungler-like, and fo farré from the pur- 
pofe, that it my well be feene that defiring to be teachers of the L wyhey uzderfluzd nei- 
ther what ? fay, nor whereof they affirme. 1 Tim. 1.7. How like the motion ofa 
puppet, the language ofa Parret is the difcourfe of fuch unlvarned or unintereffed 
Cafuifts? Every Minifter of Gods making can truly fay, The Lord God hath give: 
me the tongue of the learned, that I fhould kgow to time awordtohinsthar iè wea y : he 
wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine car tohear as the learned, Efay 50. 4. 
See T Cor. 12. 8.. Tite 3. 9. Eph. 3.4,7- I Cor.2. 13. 7 , 
Verfe 12. If one bear holy flefh in the skirt &c.\_problemes and parables are notable 
helpsto the bolting out of the truch, and conviction of the gainfayers.. For pro- > 
blemes, fee Mat. 21.25. Mat 22.42. &c. For parables, fee Judy. 9. that of Jo- Mat. cr. 
tham, of Nathan, 2 Sam. 12. ofthe woman of Tekoah, 2 Sam. 14. of our Saviour, “3 22. 
concerning the two brethren fent into the Vineyard, the wedding of the Kings fon, ““* '3- 
the fower &c. See the Note on verfe 10. . i 
and the Priefts anfwered and faid ne) Roundly and readily : without hacking and 
hewing, without doubling and diffembling ; as thofe perverfe priefts, thofe felfe- 
condemned Hierophants, Mat. 21.27. that againft their con{ciences axfwered Ie- 
Sus and faid, We cannot tell. The wit of graceleffe perfons will better ferve them 
to faulter and fumble, deny, or devife a thoufarid fhifts to evade and elude the 
truth 


~ 
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truth, then their malice will fuffer them to yeeld coir, or profeffe it. This is to 
detain the truth in unvighteou{ueffe, Rom. 1.18. as Plato, who had the knowledge 
of One God, yet he dared not to communicate it to the vulgar: and as fome of the 
chief champions of Popery, who held juftification by faith alone, but refufed to fay 
fo, leit cheir Dagon fhould down, their Diana be defpifed. Ler every {piritual msan 
(but efpecially Minifters) be ready as to every good work, fo to this of comparing 
friricual things with {piritwall, that he may judge or difcerne of all things, 1 Cor.2.13. 
15. according to the analogy of faith, Rom. 12.6. the tenour of the Scriptures, his 
fure Cynofura : and laying up allin his heart, Like 2.18. he may havea treafure 
there of zew and old, a word of wifdom and a word of knowledge 100, 1 Cor. 12.8. both 
as a Teacher, and asa Paftour, co bring forth for common benefit. 
Ferfe 13. If one that is unclean by adead body) with a ceremonial uncleannefie. 
The Hebrew hath it thus, Zf oze that is unclean in foul, that is, in his whole perfon, 
as every wicked man is torzs tottis pollxts wholly covered with corruption, a lotli- 
fome leper from head to foot,wholly fet upon fin as Exod.32.22.Jying down in wick- 
ednzffe or in that wicked one, 1 foha 5.19. fick of fucl a difeafe as the Phyficians 
call coriveptionem totins fubftuntie, nay dead im fins and trefpafles Eph. 2. i. and cari’ 
_ therefore doe no better then ded work at belt, Heb. 9. 14. fuch as the living God 
will not be ferved with,ibzd. Seethenoteon Mal. 3.16. dott. 4. Ufer. He is xa- 
cleaz, unclean, and impureth all chat hee toucheth, according to that whick 
followeth. . 
Verfe 14. Sois thicpeople, and fo is this Nation before me) Though pure in theit 
own eyes ‘Prov: 30. 12. and to the world-ward unrebukeable, as P.2#/ the Pharifees 
Phil. 2. and thofe felf-iufticiaries, Luke 16. 14,15. Ye are thofe thar juftifie your 
felves (and have the worlds good word for you) but God knoweth your hearts: for 
TEP tha which is highly efteensed among h men, is abomination in the ff ht of God. Sordet 
Spiatine Pec- in coxf{petts ‘udicis quod fulget in confpetta operamtis. Wicked mens fervices are but 
Am, 6.13. S/ifering finnes, they rejo-ce in a thing of naught, as Amos hath it, like as Leah re- 
joyced in that whereof She had caufe co repent, and faid God barh given me my hire, 
when fhe had more caufe to fay, God J fear will give me my hire, my payment, 
becaufe I have given my maiden to my husband, Gen. 30.13. But fhe was in the com- 
mon errour of meafuring and judging of things by the fucceffe: asif God were not 
many times angry with men, though they oucwardly profper : or as if there were 
not here one event to the clean and to the unclean Ecclef. 9.2. Uutill the day chat 
God fhall feparate the theep from the goates, whom for the glory of his name, and 
the good of his people he fuffers for prefent to ‘goe one among another to make his 
own to ftick the fafter together, and co their principles, Shepheards fay, that it is 
í wholfome for a flock of fheep to have fome goats to feed amongft them : their bad 
{cent being good Phyfick for the fheep, to keep them from the fliakings. Onely let 
Gods fheep take heed that they contract no corruption by converfing with goats: 
which is foori done, for finne is catching, and ill company is contagious. Nemoe- 
rat fibi ipfi; fed dementiam fpargit in proximos, faith Sineca, No man erres out of the 
right way alone, but drawes others along, And zultos follicitat focietas nefanda, 
faith Chryfoftom, evil company follicit eth many to finxe, virtue is oft overcome by vice, 
Orah 1 Apolee faith Nasianzen, as a little wormwood fooner imbitterech a great deal of hony, 
then twice fo much honey can fweeten a {mall deal of wormwood : Or as one fpoon- 
full of vineger will foon tart a great deal of fweet milk : but a great deal of milk will 
not fo foon allay one fpoonfull of vineger. Remove but one ftone, and che whole 
river will rufh downward: but you can hardly ftop the frear again with a ftrong 
damme. Touch pitch and you fhall prefently be defiled, but touch fope and you 
fhail not prefently be made clean, without much rabbing and rinfing. Mezentius 
the tyrant ( orpora corporibus jungebat mortua vivis tyed living men to dead careaffes: 
t but the dead did nytrevive by the living, the living rather putrified by reafon of the 
dead. He that bore confeerated fle(h in the skirt of his garment, and with bis skirt 
touched bread,or pottage, or wine, or oyle, or any meat, he made it not ibereby holy. But 
ifan s#nclea perfon touched any of thefe, he made it unclean, The Donatifts abu- 
fed this Text,to prove that Baprifme was defiled, and vacated, if adminiftrated by 
an unregenerate Minifter: But Anguffine again againft Fx/eentixsthe Donatii 
l . Vins 


Virgil. 


Cuar.2. 


vindicateth the Text from their falfe gloffes, and afferteth. from it the. contrary 


the Prophecie of Haggai. 


F 


truth. May not clean corn bee fowed with foul hands, and grow nevercheleffe ? 
May nota trumpet be well founded by an impure breath? And is not the water 
in Baptifme, that clenfeth the childe, cat afterwards into the draught? faich 


Gregory. 


fo i this people, and fo is è th 
hands, and that which they offer, &c. | Note the order of the Induction. Fir 
themfelves were unclean, both people and nations there was a general! defection ; 


nae 


Aqua baptif~ 

matis baptizas 
tos ad Tegnun 
coeleftis mittit, 


O tfa poftea 


hat nation before me, and fo is ever work, of their in cloacam 
fore me, and fo J Agr 


Greg.in Evang, 
17. 


and defilement ranne thorough all forts and fexes, as the woof runs thorowthe ' 
warp: fo that they were all together but one continued web of Wickedneffo, asit 


were, {pun out and made up by th 


ner, and a worfe weaver: both root and fruit were naught, as E/ay 5- 
i t was out of order, Efay 1. 3, 6. and they are barely and 
boldly told of it by the Prophets. Secondly, the works of their bands were sn- 
clean; for not onely the praying, but the plowing of the wicked is finne, Prov. 
21.4. all cheir naturall and civil actions alfo are abominable. Whether they plow, 


head, heart , and foo 


or play, or eat, or fl 


into ink ; or leaven, which turns a very Paffeover into polluti 
of a plague fore, which will reid 


they offer there, their 


dextra colit. 


eep; corruption 


4. both 


is like copres, which will turn wine or milk 
on; orasthe Sanies 
er the richeft robe infe@ious, Thirdly, chat which 


facrifices, and all their religious performances were likewife 
xnclean: not in refpet of God, who commanded them: nor of the matter, for 
they offered clean beafts ; but of the manner of offering( which makes or marres the 
ation ) and’ of the men, who were unregenerate, and refted in the work done, 
and drew neer to God with their fips, thinking to put God off with an exteraall 
worthip onely ; Ladentes cum Deo tanquam pneri cum Juis puppis , as Calvin 
hath ir, that is, playing with God, as children do with their babies. The Poets giv, in Lic, 
declaimed againft this foppery, as Perfins: and Another, Non bent corleftes impia 


Verfe 151 And now I pray you confider | Heb. Lay it wpon your heart, as chap. 


1. 5. See the Note there. The often repetition of this p 


recept, fets forth: 1. The 


neceffity of the duty prefed. 2. Their fingular ftupidicy, that were no more 
affected with fuch manifeft marks of Gods wrath upon them : no, though hee had. 
even fnatched the meat out of their mouthes, and kept them hunger-ftarved,which 
is che way of taming the moft untameable creatures. 


from this day and upward } To t 


he end that when I hall have bleffed you 


with greater plenty, as verf: 19, ye may recognize your finnes, the caufe of your 


calamities, and remem 
10.) your former penury, you may | 
` From how hungry to how plentifull ar 
attribute fuch a chahge as this co blin 


bring (as Jacob did his baculinam paupertatem , Gen. 32- 
thankfully cry out with that Noble Iphicrates; BE atay de 
eftateam I raifed? Leta profane Demetrius čia. 

de Fortune faying, Ev aè tpudas ov xsl yTy 


duis. But let all Saints fing with holy Hannah; They that were full have hired 
themfelves ont for bread: and they that were hungry ceafed. The Lord maketh 
poor, and maketh rich ; he bringeth low, and lifteth np, &c. 1 Sam, 2.§,7. 

from before a ftone was laid upon a flone | s.e. before there was any hand fet to 
the work of rebuilding the Temple, which was interrupted for many years, after 
the return from Babylon. See Ezr. 3.8.and 5. 2. 


Verf. 16. Since thofe dayes were | Or, as fome read it, 


Antequam effent in eo 


opere. Before they were about that work, minding Gods houfe more then their 


own. 


When one came to an heap of twenty meafares | thatis, where you expected ewen- 


ty meafures (and experienced good-husbands can partly gueffe ae harvelt, how 
hen threfhed out ) shere were but ten. Gods hand was upon 


their corn will yeeld, w 


your increafe, not in the field onely, but alfo in the floor ; 
feated, and your hopes fruftrated: and not in the barn onely, 
preffe too, God hath cut you fhort. Th 
ned, but fittle regarded, Dest. 28.20. 


fo that you were de- 
but at the wine- 
is was that which was long before threat- 
Carnall men read the threats of Gods 


Law, as they do the old ftories of forraigne warres, oras they behold che wounds 


and blood ina picture, 


or piece of Arras, which never makesthem fmart or 


fear. 
This 


e hands of the devil, and the flefh, an evil {pin- 
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This hafteneth their judgement, and fhews them ripe for wrath, even then when 
they think themfelves farre enough out of thereachof Godsrod. . 
Ferf. 17- ‘1 {mote you with blafting, and with mildew, and with hail ] Pugnis 
plavi, colaphis grandinavi, I have followed you clofe with one judgement upon 
another: and ali to bring you back into mine own bofome: thatas ye had runne 
from me by your finnes, fo ye might return to me by repentance: but behold, í 
have loft my labour, and ye have loft the fruit of your fufferings, which indeed js 
avery great loffe were ye but foundly fenfible of it. Thefe Jewes were fenfible of 
their calamities end difafters abroad and at home > but they did not wifely inquire 
into the caufe thereof ; as David did into the caufe of the famine that fell our in 
his dayes, 2 Sam.21.1. God had not hitherto given them an heart to perceive, and 
eyes to fee, and ears to hear, as it % Deut. 29. 4. And as Efay 9. 13. The people 
tarneth not unio him that [miteth them, neither dethey feek, the Lord of hofts. Bur 
after their hardneffe and impenitent heart, treafured up wrath, &c. Row. 2. 5. 
They could not but fee themielyes grievoufly croffed, and curfed is all rhe labosrs 
of their bands. Neither were they fo blind as not to fee God in that they fuffered, 
They had learned that out of Pfal.78.47,48. Pfal.29. 3,&c- Tully indeed thought 
that God minds not mildew, or hail, &c. Nee F #redo aut grando quippiam nocuit, 
id Iovi animadvertendum fuit: neque enins in regsi reges omnia minima curant Bc. 
As kings take not notice of, fmaller bufineffes in their kingdoms, faith He, fo nei- , 
ther doth God of thefe ordinary occurrences. But the Jewes ( for the generality ) 
had learned better things. And the Apoftle tells thofe Heathens too, 4és 14. that 
God had not left himfelf without wseneffe amongst them, in that he did good and 
gave rain from haven, and fruitful feafons, &c. Cicero himfelf likewife, 
another time, could fay, Cyriofus eft ce plenus negotii Deus, God taketh care of 
all, and is fullof bufinefle. And oh that this truth were asfruitfully improved, as 
it is generally acknowledged ! Oh that men would turn at Gods reproof ; his reall 
reproofs, his vocall rods, Mic. 6. 9. and not put him to his old complaint ; Why 
Jhonid ye be [mitten any more? ye revolt more and mere. This we may wifh, but 
God alone can effect. For till he pleafe to thruft his holy hand into mens bofomes, 
and pull off the fore-skin of their hearts; Afi&ions ( thofe hammers of his) do 


Lut beat cold iron. See ler. 2. 30, 31. and 6. 29,30. Lev. 26.41. Plefimur à 


Deo, nec flectimur tamen: corripimur fed non corriginsur. We are put to pain, but 
to no profit, Jer, 12.13. as Abaz, that ftiffe ftigmatick, 2 Chron. 28.23, and A- 
haziab, who fent a third Captain co furprize the Prophet, after two before confu- 
med with fire from heaven: asif he would defpitefully fpit in the face of God, and 
wreftle a fall with the Almighty. 3 

Verfe 18. Confider now from this dayand upward | And fee how punđtually the 
time of benediction anfwereth to the time of your converfion : fo that you no foo- 


ner begin to build, but I begin to bleffe. It is faid of the men of J fachar, that they ` 


were in great account with David, becaufe they had snderftanding of the tinses, 1 
Chron. 12.32. Itiscertainly a point of fpirituall prudence to confider the times, 
and to compare things paft with prefent and future. Time is the wifeft of all 
things, faid Thales; the beft counfellour faid Platarch. Truth is the daughter of 
Time, faith Axether Philofopher. See the Note on werfe ls. 

Ferfe 19. Is the feed yet in the barne ?] Hierom rendreth it, In germine, In 
the {prouting, or fpirting, as they callic, and fo farre enough from the harvelt; 
and yet further, if yet in the bars, and not put into the ground. Nevertheffe, for 
your diligencein building Gods houfe, I affure youin the word of truth, that you 
fhall have a very great increafe, a plentifull harveft. 


From this day will I bleffe you] And it is the bleffing of God that maketh. 


rich, as is to be feen in the examples of the Patriarchs, Abrabam, Ifaac, Iacob. 
Others, whofe godlineffe was their gain, whofe piety was profitable to all 
things, as having the promifes of both lives, 1 Tim. 4. 8. Now allchat are 
of faith, are bleffed with faithfull Abraham, Gal. 3.9. are heirs of the world 
with him, Rem. 4.13. and fo have right to all things in Chrift, the heir of all 
things, a Cor. 3. 22. Heb. 1. 2. though thefe things on earth be detained 


from them for prefent, by thofe mex of Gods hand, Pla 17. 14. as Canaan 
oar i was 


Cuapr.z. the Prophecie of . Haggai. 
was from Ifrael ‘by the curfed Amorites, till their finnes were full; ‘yet they fha 

fhortly have power over the- Nations, and (whichis better ) ‘Chrift will give shems 
the maerning-farre, that is himfelf, and with himfelf 4 Cornucopia of fpirituall 
bleflings, Epkef- 1.3. The Lord that made heaven and earth will bleffe thers out of 
Zion, thatis, with better bleffings then heaven or earth afforded. We read not 
here of any orher bleffings but increafe of corn, wine, oil, &e. becaufe this people 
was wholly almoft affixed to earthly things. Zhe Prophet could not fpeak, wife 


among shofe that were perfect. But better things were implied and affured to the god- 
ly, as appearath by the enfuing Oracle. . f 
Ferfe20, And again, thegvord of the Lord | Again the fame day, Twice-aday- 


Gen.14, 


z 
Rey, 2. 26, 28 


dons 1Cor,2, 


preaching is no new practife then. This Prophet did it : fo did our Saviour Mat. 
va 1. Sodid Chry/offome, as appeareth -by his Note on 1 7 kef. 5. 17. So did pee we 


Luther: which becaufe one Nicholas white commended in him, he was -accufed of 
herefie, intheraign of Hex.8. Itisnot fo long fince it was held here pratbicall 
Puritanifme. The ‘late Arch-prelate being fued unto by a Noble-man to preferre 


a Chaplain of his, (whom he commended for an ‘able Divine, and a bMice-aday- Sorats ; 


preacher ) turned away ina great ‘heat, faying, The more feol he, 

Verfe 21. Speak, to Zerubbabel governor of }udab’| Governours are ‘fure to 
meet with many difficulties, and difcouragements ( high-feats are never but un- 
eafie ) and had need therefore of fingular confolation, that they may hold on their 
courfe, like tbe Sun in the firmament, and fhew themfelves to be of an undaunt- 
ed refolution. We may well fay to Governours, as that Propheticall Simeon 
{poke to the pillars which he whipped before the earth-quake: Stand Saft, for yee 
foal be haken. - ; : 

J will fake the heavens and the earth fe.by abrogating and abolifhing both Jewiflt 
Ceremonies, and Heathenifh fuperftitions, Heb. 12.27. As alfo by National! com- 
motions, and tranflations of Monarchies: The Greeks fhall break the power of 
the Perfians, the Romans of the Greeks, the Goths and other barbarous nations 
of the Romans. But efpecially, by cafting the devil out of the heaven of mens 
hearts, Luke 10. 18. thofe ftrong-holds wherein he had entrenched himfelf, 2 Cor, 
10. 4,5» that the ranfomed of the Lord may receive a kingdome, which cannct 
bee moved, Heb. 12. 28. and partake of thofe .new -heavens, and new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteoufneffe, 2 Pet. 3.13. even that world re come, as thefe 
dayes of the Gofpelare called, Heb. 2. 5. See the Note aboveon verf: 6. 7s 

Verfe 22. And I will overthrow the throne of kingdomes | fe. by pouring contempt 
upon Princes, and caufing themto wander inthe wilderneffe, where there is no way, 
Pfal. 107.40. (as he dealt with Darius the laft Perfian Monarch ) by patting down 
the mighty from their feat, and exalting them of low degree, Luke I. §2. (as hee 
dealt with Bajazet the great Turk, and Tamerlan the Seythian fhepherd ) by 
changing the times and the feafons, removing kings, and ferting mp ethers in their 

fread, Dan. 2.21. All this God will do, and all chat follows in the Text, viz. de- 
Stroy the firength of kingdoms , overthrow the charcts -and their riders 2 &e. rather 
then-his Church fhall be unhelped, or his kingdome of grace hindered. Our help 
ts in the Name of the Lord who made heaven and earth, and will rather unmake all 


attempts of his enemies to the contrary : who are therehence admonithed to be wife 
for themfelves, and to kife the fonne, for he muft raigne, and all his foes muft bee 
his foot-ftool. There is a Councill in heaven will dafh the mould of all contrary ` 
counfels upon earth. The {tone cut out of the mountains without hands (which is 
Chrift the Conquerour ) will break in pieces the iron, the braffe, the clay, the 
filver, and the gold. And in the dayes of thofe kings fhall the God of heaven fer 
upa kingdome which fhall never be deftroyed : and the kingdom fhall not be lefe 
to other people, but it fhall break in pieces and confume all thefe kingdomes, and 
it fhail ftand for ever, Dan. 2. 44,45. So Dan. 7. after that the Prophet had de- 
feribed the greatnefle and glory of all the four Monarchies, at length he comes to 
{peak of a kingdome which is the greateft and mightieft under the whole heaven, 


and that is the Kingdome of the Saints of. the moft High, whofe Ringdome Dan, 
Fe are “ 


Mat.24.7. 


again, then-we fhallbe unrelieved. Yer have I fet my king upon mine holy bill of Pfal.124.8: 
` Zien, Pfal. 2,6. Yet, for all the forrow, -forall the malicious ‘machinations, -and 
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eAn Expofition on Crap: 
7 ing kingdeme: and all Rulers fhall ferve and obey bime ——  ; 
” E N a thee, O Zerubbabel | That is, O Chrift, of whom Ze- 
yubbabel was both a father and a figure, Luke 3-27. Zach. 4. 10. aes thee, 
that is, I will advance and exalt thee. See this expounded, and applied by that great 
<, Philip. 2. §. to the 12. R teas 
eran see as a figner | that is, I will highly efteem thee, inviolably 
keep thee, and entirely love thee, Cant. 8. 6. fer. 22. 24. and all my people in 
ee, Efay 49. 16. a Lt, 
ae T pos arte rhe Efay 42.1. Quoniam in te mibi ony ee faith the 
Chaldee. For in thee J am well pleafed, as Adar. 3.17. See theNote there, 2 
Saith the Lord of hofls | Thisisthree feverall times fet down in this a verf, ie 
our greater affurance, and confirmation of our faith. I fhallclofe up all wit T Hs 
obfervation of Divines, chat all the Prophets (except Zonah and ores ) oro y 
end in fome prophecy concerning Chrift. He being their markat pua o a = 
chiefly aimed. Indeed he is both mark and matter, of both old a new Te A 
ment. And therefore if we will profic in teaching, hearing, reading, we muli 
have the eye of our minde turned coward Chrif, as the faces of the Cherubims were 
toward the Mercy- feat. Do this, if ever you will do well. 


aaa 


EXPOSITION 


ZACHARIAH. 


| 


Cuar. I, 


RED N the eighth moneth , in the fecond year of Darins } 
A Two moneths after Haggai began to prophefic. 
See the Note on Hagg.1.1. Thefe two Prophets did 
jointly together reprove the Jews, for their floth 
in reedifying the Temple, and incite chem to fet 
forward the work, Esra 5. 1. contributing their ut- 
moft help thereunto; ver/ 2. They were alfo a fin- 
gular help the one tothe other, in the execution of 
their office. For two are better then ose ; and why, fee Eccde/.4.9. with the Note. For 
which caufe afo Chrift fent out firft the twelve, and then the feventy, by two and 
two, Mar. 6.7. Luk,10. 1. So Panl and Barnabas were fentabroad; the two 
faithfull witneffes, Revel. 11. 3. Zr zed” tprouivw, as the Poet {peaks of Vyffes, 
and Diomedes fent to fetch in the Pal/aditns. One good man may be an Angel to Aas gy Mon, 
another, ( as Bradford was to his fellow-Martyr Dr. T aj/onr) nay,a God to another, Exod.4.16 
as Moefes was to Aaron. And for others ; in the mouth of sro or three witneffes a 
truth is better beleeved by them: and a twifted cord noteafily broken. Haggai 
layesdown the mind of God tothe people more plainly in dire@ end down-rigtit 
termes: Zachary flies in higher pitch, abounding with types and vifions; and 
is therefore worthily reckoned among the abftrufeit and profoundeft Pen-men of Pracaterisob 
holy Scripture. For it muft be underftood ( and leticlere bë prefaced ) thatal- frectaf p 
beit all Scripture is giveg by infpiration of God, and is profitable to inffratt, 2 Tire. fundus, varius, 
3.16. pure, precious, and profitable, every leaf, line, and letter of it, P/al. 12. 6. prolixus, & 
Prov. 30,5. Yet, between fcripture and fcripture there isno {mall difference; fome EEn 
pieces of Gods Book for their antiquity, and fome other for their obfcurity do ora Lapas 
Juftly challenge our greater attention and induftry. Of the former fort famous 
for their antiquity, are the five Books of Mofes; whom Theodoret fitly tallech | 
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Tisis Ots- the great Ocean of divinity, the fofntaine of the following fcriptures. Ofthe fe- a re . 497 OX 
copier pane cond fort, ee a then: difficulty, and that will not be acquainted with us but Naw if tlie wrath ofa king beas many melferigers of deith Prov. 16. I4. whae N 
vy. upon further fuit, fome are hard through their fadneffe of matter in fewneffe of fha ae chin of e e foming and frothing wrath of God, which burnes unto the 7 
words, as the Poeticall bookes, wherein (no doubt ) the verfe alfo hath caufed lowelt hell, fa fets on fire the foundations. of the mountains, Dest, 33. 22. 
{ome cloud: And others againe, by the fublimity of the fubje@ they handle: fuch After which followeth, inthe next verfe, Lwil heape mifchiefs upon themi, Twil < 
as are the bookes of Ezechiel, and Daniel, and this of Zachary, who is rotas fere hen pine arrowes upon them &c. He had done fo upon the Anceftours of thefe Deut. 32, 23. 
Symbolicus, and is much followed by St. Joba inhis Revelation. Hence Hieromein rctractary Jewes, w o had been /epirs puntli ©- repunili, minime tamenad refipim 
Hieron. his prologue to this Prophet faith, 46 obfcurés ad ob{curiora tranfimns, Š cum Mofe feentians comp on i; cr punifhed, but could never be reclaimed; fo incorrigibly 
ingredimsir ad nubem © caliginem, Aby fus aby fum invocat ec. ` We pafle from BTh h i vile R H o prodigionfly wicked wete they, till chere vas sp ri~ 
dark prophecyes to that which is much more dark: and with Afofes we are en- me ): ist eir vi E. a ornneffe made him fore difpleafed-with them: and put 
tring fato the cloud and thick darknefle. Here one deep calleth upon another ; and ; thun Dele, ts a h ands to deftroy them;Forthough Fary be not in God May 24, 
being ina Labyrinth, we hope to get ont by Chrifts golden clue: concerning 5-to a properly, he Phas from any ftch paflions as we are fab je to, yer if Sri- 
whofe Paiftén, Refurrection and glory he {peaketh more like an Evangelift then his f ornes fe t againft ! eg in battle sifa rabble of rebels conipire to caft him cnt of 
2 Prophet, and may therefore be rightly ftiled, The Evangelical! Propber. he t a Mone it e will not have this manto rule over wg Cc. {would go through 
came the word of the Lord unto Zachariah the fon of Barachiah) ‘Therefore the t em, mon earns em together, faith he,in the fame breath. Abufed mercy turncth 
fame that our Saviour fpeaketh of Mat. 23. 35. Lek a1. 51. though 1 once bin red eotning © coldas lead, & yet nothing {o {calding if molten.Nothing mure , 
thoughtotherwife, after Hierome, Luther, Calvin, Bezt, Glaffius, Grotins Gc. ot: eniron: & yet nothing fo kcen, if fharpened. The ayre is foft & tender: yer 
But 1. the name of his Father Berechiah. 2. the manner of Chrifts account ( rec- re Td are gendered thander and lightenings. The {ca is calme, and fafooth: bu 
koning from Abel the firft Martyr to this, penultiniss Prophetarum lah fave one of 1f tolk ‘oh tempefts, it is rough above mceafüre. The Lord, as hé is Father of ° 
the Prophets, and laft of all that was flaine by the Jewes, after the reedifying cf i“ eck °; e n ; i of vecompenfes: and it isa fearefull thing to fall into his pit- 
Zach.11.1,13 the Temple, whither being affaulted, he ran for fan@uary ) eafily perfwades me nh on ith hes ; bo, wrathbe kindled, yea buta little, woebetoall thofe OPON Heb. rc. 
toalter mine opinion, As for thofe that hold that our Saviour there {pcaketh of , 6 I À $ PA bo k much more when he is fore dipleafed witha people or per- Plz. 
Zachary the Father of John Baptift Luk 1. flaine by the Jewes,becaufe he preach- din nt ‘th, fis or iA ° re the power of thine anger, faith Mofes ? even accor- : 
cd Virginis partum & Chrifti ortum, Chrift born ofa Virgin, Baronins, Tolet, bloer t P4 lhe: uch y wrath : thatis, leta man feare thee never fo much, he Phl go. 11. 
and others, as they affirmeit without reafon, fo they may be difmiled without urged ke he p cohen, more, if once he fall into thy fingers. And this is here 
refutation. Hoc, quia de feripturis non habet authoritatem, eAdem facilitate contem- e the the hte “ho a Motive to true repentance : fith by their fathers exam- 
nitur, qua probatur, faith Hierome. pe to RA hinn Gad Ts no way to efcap: the dint of the divine difpleafure, 
the fon of Iddo the Prophet] Whether the word Propher beto bereferred to Zen B burn. F. Ods ju tice andto implore his mercy: mén mult either turn or 
2 Chr, 22.15. chariah, or to Iddo, is uncertaine. That there wasa Prophet lado we read, and hi or or hen Goa ia Confuming fire Heb. 12, 29. l 
Zechary might wellbe of his line, after many defcents. Heishere mentioned feen ee an erefi sre fag f fies re ttem] Thele Jewes, faith CyriZl; had neither 
(asalfo Ezr. 5.1.) xrnepoti fuo Zacharie nomen © decns conciliet, for an ho- Zacharias athers in ednefles, nor heeded their calamities. ssiteitur ergo ad cos 
nour tohis ab-nephew Zechary ; according to that of Solomon, The glory of or M one qual i eres Zachary therefore is fent unto them asa {choolmattcr 
Pirov. 17.6. children are their fathers, to wit if they be godly and religious. What an honour wife would b ` k at a ‘de idering what had been, they might prevent what other 
was itto 7acob, that he could {weare by rhe feare of he father Ifaac? to David, thus faith h : Los om their own forrowes, . l 
Pfalr16.16. that he could fay, Truly, Lord, 1 am thy fervant, | am thy fervant, the fon of Kine of Perf; e he of hofi] A farr greater Lord and Potentate then that great- 
2Tim.1.5. thine handmaid? toTimethy, that he had fuch a mother as Lors, fuch a grandmo- commande db. ve o was now their fovcraigne. Tracitisthac they had veen 
theras Eynice? tothe children of the Eleé# Lady, to the pofterity of Latimer, Bat the w y atormer King to defitt from building the city Ezr. 4. 42, 2r. 
Joh 8.33. Bradford, Ridley, and other of thofe men of God, who fuffered for the truth 2 There re i no one word in that letter to forbid the building of the Temple, 
Ma. 3.9 Ifthe degenerate Jewes to boafted of Abraham their father, how much more b this Pre she md be En King fet up,and of another family. They are therefore 
waved uot might Zechary (no degenerate plant, no baftardly brood as they were Afat. 12, W4 r ot a nh ak, T an P. < tagga called upon again and again to turn to the Lordand. 
als 39. ) boaftand beare hımtelf bold onhis father Berechiah (the bleffing of God ) meet with relato their work Esra g. 1. Wherein, becanf: they were fure to 
and his grandtather Iddo( Gods Witneffe, Confeffoxr, or Ornament ) fith he trod inthat eicht a ter) cE therefore here and clfewhere (eighteen feverall times 
in their holy fteps, and was adorned with their gifts and virtues?‘ The Papifts - their better e chapter ) there S, frequent mention made of the Lord of Holts, for 
brag much of Peter, and other Apoftles their founders and predeceffours: But turn Ve unto me, Tash oh Ts the Note on 44a, R517, 
this isbutan empty title, to ralk of perfonall fucceffion ( which yet cannot be pro- l Old Teltamene ME, fi he the Lord of Hos] This is the great Do@trine of the 
ved ) unleffe they could alfo fhew us their gifts and graces, as all the world may ‘asa pieface and + as Mepent Je, vi of the New. And this He purpofely prefixeth, too’ 
fee they cannot. We read ofa painter, who being blamed by a Cardinal, for colou- ments whereot t ie whol to te other Prophefics both of Mercies and Judge- 
| sing the vifages of Peter and Pant too red, tartly replyed, that he painted them fo, fauce. Promifee q Menara fitly made up. Sowr and {weet make the beft 
as bluthing at the lives of their fucceffours. to hes thet f md fenaces mixt, make rhe moft Fraicrull difcourfe: and ferve, 
Verfe 2e The Lord hath been fore difpleafed with your fathers) Heb. He bath cords Por ca cint cbeft temper. Hence Davids ditty was compofed of dil- 
boyled againft your fathers with foaming anger, with height of heate. There are > ` TOU I Lwil fing of mercy and judgment, and fo be both merry and 


wife. Bur, to the words of the Text; 
degrees of anger, fee Mat. 5. 22. and Deut. 29. 28. The Lord rooted them out t > ; ; o 
of their land 2x Anger, andin Wrath, andin great Indiggation. Surgit hic oratio: that fin i theg Ko J fia men ra ne f2, from God (whereby it appeateth 
and the laft of thofe three words isthe fame here uled in the text: noting an 2 urthelt off from the greateft good ) 


Á oe and b ; 2 
higher degree then the two former, even fuch a fervonr and fiercencfle of Gods Ter. z uP Hof x, they yes ; 633 him. Dent. 30. 2, 8,9, 10. Mal. 3. 7. 
wrath, as maketh him ready to kill and cut off (fee 2 King. 6 6. and note the E Contrition is repentance for finr Cor. 12 a1 a 2 ne and A s covverred, 
affinity of that word with this) likeas hehad much adoe to forbeare killing of bance from fin AE. 8. 22. Heb. 6. 1. Heren, ev. 9. aan onverfion is repens 
Exod, — Mofes, when hemethimin the Inne; andas N cbnchadnezzar was not only angry, of our wayes ( for it isa Metaphor. taken ‘froma traveller J Lee ta ferions arch 
but very ferions, and commanded to deftroyall the wife men of Babylon Dan. oN sr wayes and turn againe tothe Lord Lam. 3.39. Iconfidered my w A s a Me) ‘ 
a Tt3. l "then 
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then (fecing my (elf farr wide ) Z turned my feet to thy Teftimonies. Pfal. 119, 
, 39. Satins eft recurrere, quam male cørrere, faid that Emperour in his fymbol, 
Ir is better to ftcp or Rep back, then runon, when out.ofthe way: for here he 
that bafteth with bis feet finneth Prov. 19. 2. the fafter he runs, the farther he is 
out. Buc as the deceived traveller ( when oncc he finds his errour ) in his judge- 
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yerhe is accepted, as fnot neceffitated. 3. Thirdly rake notice from what youare 
required to turn. Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil 'wayes: for why will ye dye, ye 
horfe of Ifrael? Ezek. 33. 11. Itis your fin only that yonare to part with, and 
why fhould ye be fo fond ofit ? if yon look upon it, either in the Authour of it, 
the devill, Job. 8. 44. Or in the Nature of it, asitis an Offence dgainft God 


ment he difliketh ir, in his will he tumeth from it, in his affe€tions he grieveth at i ( your sighefull Lord, your bountiful! Benefa@our ) and a breach of his Law which 
ir, and is angry with his falfe guides, with his utmoft endeavour he hot only turns ` is holy, and juft, and good ; Or inthe horrid effects of it (as upon othercreatures ` ; 
againe to the right way, butmiakes the more haft that he be not benighted = So for maus fake, fo cfpecially ) upon man himfelf, whom Sin hath excluded from the k 
isithere, David not only tarned bis feet to Gods teftimonies, from which he had poffeffion of the lower paradife, and the potiibility of the higher, into an eternity = 7 
fwarved, but he thenceforth made haft and delayed not to keep bis commandements 4 of all extremities, after many alittle hell here afore-hand. Or (lattly Jin aie 
Pfal. 119. 59, 60. For, this true converfion we are fpeaking of, this repentance ranfome ofit, Chrifts blood and bitterfufferings, that foste of {refferzngs which his 
never to be repented of, is an upright, earneftand conftant endeavour of an entire foule then fuffered when God made our fins to meet upon him E/ay 53. 6. Oh 
change of the whole man from all that is evill to all which isgood. This isthe d think on thefe things fadly, {erioufly, fixedly and copionfly, aud you will foon 
dodtrine of the Gofpell, Tit, 2, 11. and this’ is ail the frait Ifa] 27. 9. Toturn fee caufe enough to tarn to him from vhom thete children of Ifrael had deepiy revol- Way 31. ¢. 
from one fin to another, is but to be -toffed from one hand of the devill tothe E- sed, and were therefore grievoufly plagued, they-and their fathers, that they might 
„otker: it is but with Benhadad to recover of one difeafe, and dye of another : f retera to him that {mute them. Which becaufe they did not, but ftood ftouting it 
it is buttotake painestogo tohell. Seethisin Saul, John; Herod, Agrippa, and ' -out with God ( which was their masser from their youth ) therefore were the $7- 
others, who gave butthe half turn: tarned not from Eaft to Weft, but from rians before, and the Philiftines behind to devonre Ifrael with open mouth: and for 
Eaft to North enely : their change was not effentiall but only giaduall: ir isnot l all this hisanger was not turned away, but his hand was ftrerched out fill Yay 
a through change for fubje& and object, but partiall and temporall, as being but 9. 12, 13. Befides the hinderance and hurt they did to others by ftanding out: 
morali, or formall, or merely mentall. It proceedes from conviction of judge- For ifye turn again to the Lord, your brethren foal! find compaffion, faid Hezekiah 
ment oncly, and not for averfion of will: from horrour of punifhment, not to his people, moving them to repent 2 Chr. 30. 9. And fhould not we lend them 
from hatred of fin ; which they leave ( haply )but loath not: leave it, I fay, for this friendly help: 7 H R : 
the inconveniences that follow it, for the fire that isin it, not for the filthincffe and Iwillturato you, faith the Lord of Hofs And fhould not fach a favour 
chatisinit. Now all chele feeming Converts, becaufe they caf? not away all their from fuch a Lord melt chem and make them malleable’? Should nor the goodueffe Rom. >. ¢ 
tranf¢reffions (. Allis alittle word, but of large extent Jare therefore to be recko- of God Lead them to repentance ? Shoutd they not rent their hearts becanfe God is toela | 
ned among thofe fooles of the people that pafe on and are punifoed, thofe enemics gracious ? returpuntohim becaufe he will multiply pardon ? repent becaufe his If. 35.7. 
Prov.22.3. Of God that inftcad of turning againe ( turning fhort againe upon themfelves with e kingdome is now at hand? feare him the rather, becau(e with him there is mercy? per 3-3. 
the prodigall, and returning to the Lord with Ephraim ) go on fill in their trefpaf= draw nigh to him, who thus drawes nigh to them? make haft home with the Lint eg 
Pfal. 68.23. fes till their hairy {calp be wounded, till evident and inevitable judgements be prodigall, where there is bread enough ? Surely nothing worketh fo much as Luk: 1S. 
incurred, till iniquity prove to be their utter ruine Esek; 18. 30. Wherefore now kindneffe upon thofethatare ingenuous. Thofe Ifraelites at Mizpeh drew water, - 
Turn je tinto me, faith the Lord of Hofts, Add not toall your other fins that of and powred it forth before the Lord, upon the return of che Ark. There is no 
Imspenitency, for which there remaines no more facrifice (as Herod added to all his mention of their Jamenting after the Lord, while tie was gone ; but when he was 1 Sm. 7- 
formerabominations the beheading of the Baptift ) but Turz Jon, Turn you, why returned and fettled in Kiriath-jearim 1 Sam: 7. 6. David argues from MEY LO g Car. g. ay 
Will ye dye O honfe of Ifrael. And for this, confider thefe enfuing particulérs, 1. duty Pfal. 116. 8, 9. Ezra from deliverance to obédicnce chap. 9. 13, 14 Tics, el 
Who you are that are required toreturn: weake and wosthleffe creatures, the flime The love of Chrift conffraineth us faith Panl, his grate that bringeth falvation’ l g 
of your fathersloynes, duft and afhes, altogether unable to avert or avoid Gods teacheth us to deny ungodlineffe, and to live up to our principles. I befeech yor by? Rom. s2, 1, í 
judgements: beaten rebels youare: and have therefore no help left, but to fall the mercies of God; faith the fame Apoftle, as not having any more prevailing, move : 
down before God and implore his mercy. Turnand live, except ye repent ye foal heart-attaching, attracting argument in the world to prefe chem with; Ihave lo- 
` all perifo. 2. Next, fee who it is to whom ye are required to rerurn : „Notto ved thee with an everlafting love, therefore with mercy have T drawn thee Ier. 
fome tyrant, or implacable enemy thathaving gotten us into his hands, will deale 34. 3. And againe I drew them with the cords of aman, with bands offove, 
cruclly withus, (asthe Duke of Alva rolted fome to death, ftarved others, and Hof. 11, 4. thatis, with reafons and motives of mercy befitting che nature of a 
Hifl. of Nee that even after quarter) but to the Lord your God, who is gracions and mercifull, man, withrationall motives: to neglect mercy is to fin againtt hamanity: not 
therl. flow toanger, and of great kindneffe, ana quickly repenteth him of the evill Icel 2. to convert by kindneffe, is to receive the grace of God ia vaine: nay, itisto heape 
R 13. He will furely both afi} fuchas have buta mind to return ( why cife dothbe up wrath againft the day of wrath. A {on feeling his fathers love, creepes nearer 
bidus tara, whichheknowes we cannot do without him > and why doth he bid under his wing. A Sanl, fenfible of Devids curtefy in {pacing him, when he might ı 
us pray to him to Turnus? when we bid our children ask us for this or that, it is have fpilt his blood, was ftrangely mollified and melted intoteares, Shall God 
becaufe we meanc to give it them. ) He will alfo accept us with all fweerneffe, as offer to turn to usand we refufe to turn to him ? Shall he befcech us tobe reconci- 
he did Ephraim, ler. 31. 19, 20. and the Prodigall Luk 15. The father met led, and we go on in our animofities and hoftilities?, Doth he offer to powre. 
him ver. 20. fo he will doc us I/ay 65. 24. The Prodigall came, the Father ra» out his fpirit even upon fcorners, and to make known his words unto them, and 
Bafil.” Tantam velis, © Deus tibi preoccurrer ) he fell on his neck, as Jacob did onhis all this, thatthey may turn at his reproof Prov. 1. 23? And (hall they yet turn © 
5 deare fofephs, he kiffed him, when one would have thought he fhould have kicked their backs upon fuch bleficd and bleeding embracements ? Had God givenus but, 
Amira, him, or kiled him rather for his former rioroutnefle. He calleth for the belt l one Prophet, and forty dayes time only to turn unto him (as he deale by Niniveh 
i robe, and for the gold-ring, and for the fatted calf. Filsus timet convitinw, Paser that great city ) furely we fhould have repented long agone in fackcloth and ahes. 
Pal 88.5. adornat conwivinms, Let ws cat and be merry faith He, For rhis my [on was dead But how juftly (alaffe ) may he complaine of us,as he did once of feaabel Rev. 2. 
(given up for dead, free among the dead, free of that company ) and zs alive sgaine: 21. Igavethem fpaceto repent, butthey repented not. I have ftriven with them 
He was loft and found. Othimfelfhe left his father and ran riot: andyect he is by my fpirit, and wooed them by my word. I have heaped upon them mercies. 
called the loft fon, in the beft fenfe. Hunger drove the wolf out ofthe wood: and Without meafure: andall to bring them back into mine own bofom. Ihave . 
yee alfo {mitten them with b/a/ting and mildew, with jadgements publike and perfos _ 
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nall ; and yet they have not turned unto me faith the Lord Am. 4. 9- Ah finfull 
nation &c. Lfany ask, Whatcan we do toward the turning of our felves to God ? 


Brea, 


Juke r2. 


mapati Teds 
Heb. 12.25. 
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Lainfwer: hare i 
Firft you muft be fenfisic of your own utter inability to do any thing atallco- 


_ wardit ler. 10. 23- Toby 1$. 5. Philip. 2. 12. ‘Nom minus difficile off notis velle 


credere, quam cadaveri volare, It is no Jetie hard for us to be willing to beleeve, - 
then for a dead carcafe to fly upwards. 

Secondly, know that yet it is poflible, feifable, by the ufe of thefe meanes that 
God hath appointed: who alfo hath promifed to make it both poffibie and eafie 
tous. Hebad Mofes fetch his people out of Egypt = but himielf effected it. He 
bad che Ifráclites go and blow down the walls of Jericho: they obeyed him, and 
it was done: So here. : 

Thirdly as our liberty in external a€s is ftillfome, (asto come to the publike 
ordinances, to fet our delves under the droppings ofa powerfull miniftery, and 
there to lic, as he did, at the pool of Bethefda, waitng the good houre ) fo 
muft our indeavours be anfwerable, The Bereans bronght their bodyes to 
the Affembly, took the headsof Sr. Pas/s{ermon, compared them with the fcrip- 
tures dèt. 17. 21, 12. and yer they were unconverted. 

Fourthly, make much of the leait beginnings of Grace, even thofe they call Re- 
préffine > fince they prepare the heart fur converfion. See Lak, 11. 32. 

Fifty, Pray, Tersus O God and we fhall be turned, Draw us and we foall ras 
after thee. And here remember to be earneft. Ask, feek, kvock, as the impor- 
tunate neighbour that came to borrow two loaves, or as the widdow that came 
for juftice, and would not away withourit. He thar heareth the young ra- 
vens that cry onely by implication, will hebe wanting to his weake bur willing 
fervant: ? : 

Laftly wait for the firft a& of converfion,the infufionvof the fap of Grace, which 

is wholy from God; our will prevents it nor, but followes it: and whenfoever 
the {piritimbreatheth you, turnabout, like the mill ; when God hath tunedand* 
doth touch you, do you moveand make melody: sefigning up your telves wholy 
tohim, and putting your {elves out, God into poficffion. Thns if you turn to 
him, he will turn to you. The Lord is with you, whiles ye be with him. If ye 
[eek him he will be fannd of yous but if ye forfake him, be willforfake you. 2 Chron. 
r5. 2. See that ye refufe not him chat {peaketh in this text with fo much aff.Aion 
and earneftneffe: fee that ye flight him not, that ye fife kim not oft (as the 
word fignificth: ) for if they efcaped not who refuted him that {pake on carth, 
much more fhall not we efcape, if we turn away trom.him that thus fpcaketh 
from heaven, fe. by hisblood, Word, Sacraments, Mercyes, mctions of his fpi- 
rit, croffes &c. When Phyfick, that fhould remove thedifeafe, doth cooperate 
with ft, then death comes with the more paincand fpeed. Fhe ftronger the con- 
viđion of finis, the deeper will be the wrath againttir, ifit be not by repentance 
avoyded. No furfet more dangerous then tharof bread: no judgment more terri- 
ble then that which growes out of mercy offered, and defpifed, 

Verfe 4. Be ye not as your fathrs] Man isa creature apt to imitate, to beled 
more by his eyesthen by his eares: and children think they may lawtully Be as 
their fathers. St. Peters converts had received their vaine converfation from their 
fathers, asit were ex traduce, orby tradition 1 Pet. 1. 18. And St. Steven tells 
his perverfe hearers that they were as good at refifting the Holy Ghoft as thcir 
fathers had been before them A. 7, 51. They nfed to boatt much of their Ance- 
ftours Iob. 8. 33. andto bind much upon their example and authority Ier. 44- 

17. Mat, §. 21. They thought they were not much to be blamed, becaufe they 

did but as their fathers had done before them. The Prophet therefore dehorts 

or rather.deterrs them from that folly : ferting forth both the crime and doome of 

their forefathers, whom they fo much admired, and {o ftifly imitated, and this 
he oft repeateth chat they might once confider it, and be wrougbt.upon by thotë 
domeftick examples. 

bave cryed | Loudly and luftily ; according to that, Cry aloud, [pare not, Lift np 

thy voice like a trumpet : fic clames ut fentora vincas, A minifter fhould bea Sifnon 
1, Zelotes, a ión of thunder : as Bafil was faid to thunderin his preaching, Hghten in 
Maes is 


that cryed peace, peace to your fathers,and made ail fair weather before them, when 


CuaP.l. | 


his life; as Hisrome for his vehemency was called Fulmen Ecclefiufticum, the 
S ii 


Churches ligbt-bolt : as Mardizg, before his thamefull A poft i 
cry out againit Popery, as loud as the belles of Ofexcy : and as peg ime 
French Preacher) whofe voice when the envious Monks fought to drown by ring- 
ing the bellsas he was preaching at Metis he lifted up his voyce ad ravim A z P : 
and would not fuffer himfelfe to be outroared. The Saints-bell (as they called it) 
Pierins ufeth for an hieroglyphick ofa preacher, who muft not (peak, the word onel: 
bur found it out into all theearth, Rozz. 10. 18. not preach it onely, but cry itas the 
Apoftles word fignifieth, 2 Tim. 4.2. clangite,clamate, Fer. 4. 5. Boies ede 
Autt-3+ 3+ Minifters have to doe with deafe men, dead men living carcaffes walk- 
ing fepulchers ofthemfelves. Now therefore as our Saviour lifted up his voice 
when he faid, Lazarus came forth : fo muft they ftand over men and cry aloud awake 
ae ha flecpsft, and firad up from the dead, that Chrift may give the light, Eph. 
- Ite i 
tarne yon now from your evil wayes &c.| This was the conftant cry 
as here, and Apoftles as Alts 26 3 8. to open mens eyes ( Haaueally Cai ene 
they cannot fee the evill of their wayes, Zer 2.35. ‘Rev. 3. 15.) to tura the, j rhe 
ei a to light, aud from the power of Satan to God. a 
and froni your evill doings) Heb, Defignes, gefts, or exercifes enterpri advi 
and profecuted ftudioufly, of natural donon and Gites ae Se fel, 
1 Sum. 25.3. This St. Job» ufually calleth committing of finne. x Epift. 3 D 8 
John 8.34. this isto adde rebellion to finne, Job 34. 37. impudence to PRA 
browes of brafle to iron finewes, Ifa» 48. 4. This is wickednelf? with a witneffeywh ich 
if men could but {ee in its native colours, and curfed confequents, they would foon 
be perfwaded to turn from it. Asthe eye cannot but be offended with a lothfome 
objeé - fo neither can the underftanding. Take rats-bane, itlookech not evil: buc 
when a man feeles it boyle, burn, torture him, &c. he hates it extremely. So he 
fhould doe finne : he will doe elfe at length, when it is too late. For prevention : 
stake che counfell ofa Martyr, get thee Gods law, asa glaffe to look in--. So thal 
„you fee your faces foul-arrayed, and fo fhamefull,mangy,pocky, and {cabbed, that 
„you cannot but be fory at the contemplation thereof, and feck out for cure : Efpe- 


cannot but make us to caft our currifh tailes between our legs, it we beleeve it. B 
„O faithleffe hard hearts! O Lezabel. ; id i 6. 
Sine O Lexabels guefts, rocked and laid aflecp inher bed O 
bit they did not hear| Though the Prophets cryed, and fpake loud e ; 
heard and heeded. An heavie eare is a agile jideemene: Ya.6. SAT ie 
eare, a precious mercy, Prov. 20.12. God muft bee intreated to boare our eare 
Pfal. 40. 6. and to make the boare fo big that the word may enter ; to fay as Jfa 
42.18. Hear ye deaf, and looke ye blind,that ye may fee. : a 
Verfe 5. Your fathers where are they ? } Ts not the grave their houfe > have the 
not made their beds in the dark > are not they gone down to the Congregai ion hol 
of all living Iob 30.23 > Every man fhould die the fame day he is born ; as bein 
born a child of death: the wages of finne is death, and this wages fhould bee pad 
him down prefently. But Chrift beggs their lives for a feafon 1 Tim. 4. 10. he is 
the Saviour of all men, not of eternal prefervation, but of temporal refervation. Buc 
what a fad thing is it for men to dye iz their finnes as thefe in the Text, and their Ne- 
phews did John 8.21,24. How may fuch men, on their death-beds, fay to their fins, 
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„cially if you look to the tag tied to Gods law, the malediction : which is fach, as reese 


20, 29, 27, 


as Charles the fifth did of his honours, victories, riches, dite hinc, abie lenge, Go, Mornsus. 


go get you out of my fight: or as Cornelius Agrippa the conjurer did to his familiar 


that ufed to accompany him in the fha ia i ; ; 

Rats : pe ofa dog. Abi à me perdita beftia, que h. 

ier ie Be gone thou wretched beaft that haft wrought my ruine - oe Be y he hy Pera 
zs {peaks of onethat preaching a funeral fermon on a religious man(as he calles him) 7: Sw. de vit. 


and giving him large commendations,heard at the fame time a voice i 
n lan time a voice in the Church 
mortus [ums jadicatns (um, damnatus{um, I am dead, judged, and damned. The j 


Devi ae bapa 
ies Ne Sauls funeral, # Sam. 28. 19. though David made his Epitaph, 


And do the Prophets live for ever?) Thofe falfe Prophets (fo Hierome fenfeth it) 
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the fierce wrath of God was even ready to burft out upon them, as an overflowing 
{courge. But they doe better that underftand it of Gods true Prophets, who are 
dead indeed (for wife men dye as well as fooles Pfal. 44.10. Good men dye as 
wellas bad, Exech. 21.4. yea good men oft, before the bad, Ef: 57- 1.) but 
their wordsdyed not with them: the truth of their prophefies not onely lived for 
ever (for ever O Lord thy word is ftablifhed in heaven Pfal.119. 89.) but firuck in 
the hearts and fleth of their perverfe hearers, like the envenomed arrowes of the Al- 
mighty throughout all eternity. Wicked men may, as the wounded Hart, frisk 
and skip up and down when the deadly arrow fticks in their ribbes, but not fo eafily 
fhake it off. 

Verfe 6. Did they not take hold of your fathers Overtake and catch then (as Huntl 
men their prey, or as one enemy doth another in flight 1 King. 18.27. 2 King.25: 
5.) to drag them down to the botrome of hell. A godly man, as he hath peace with 
God, with himfelfe, and with the creatures: fo he hath alfo with the Ordinances; 

and may fay as Hexckizh, Good ts the Word of the Lord which thos ht Spoken. Are 
not my words alwaies good faith God, to then: that walk upright ly, Mic. 2.7 > Excel- 
lently Auguftine, Adverfarirs eff nobis quamdiu [amus © ipfi nsbis > quamdiu tu tibi 
inimicus cs inimicum habebis fermonem Dei. Gods word is adverfary to none but fuch 
as are adverfaries to themfelves: Neither doth it condemn any, but fuch as fhall be 
affuredly condemned by the Lord ; for what isthe Word, but the heart and foul of 
God, asGregory faith. And what faith the Effential Word of God, who came out 
of the bofome of his father and knew all his counfell? He that rejecteth me andre- 
ceiveth not my words, hath one that judgethhim: the word that I have f{poken; 
the fome fhall jadge him in the laft day, Jobn 12. 48 ? Oh confider this ye that fors 
get God, that flight his word as if it were but wind, that bely the Lord aid Soy, Lt is 
not he neither {hall the evill (foretold) come upon suy:cither fhall we fee fword nor fa 


An Expofition on 


mine. ‘And the Prophets {hall become wind, and the word is not in them, thus fhall it bee ` 


doe nato them, Wherefore thus faith the Lord God of hofts, becaufe ye {peak this word 
(and is there not fuch language of many mens hearts now-adayes?) Behold I will 
make my words (not wind,but) fire and this people wood, and it [hall devour them, ler. 
5 -12,12,14.The Word of God in che mouths of his Minifters may well be likened to 
Mofeshisrod : which whiles he held it in his hand, it flourifhed, and brought forth 
almonds: but being caftupon the ground it became a ferpent. Semblably, Gods 
words and ftatutes, if laid to heart, they yeeld fruit and comfort: but if flighted 
or fnuffed at (as A4a/.1.13.)ferpent-like they will fting thé foul and become a favow 
of death &c. This contempt will alfo call for a {word, to revenge the quarrel of ihe 
Covenant : asit did upon thefe mens fathers for their inftance, and admonition. Ie 
is reckoned by Dansel as a great aggravation of Belhazzars finne Dav.5.22.that hee 
was not fenfible of his father Nebuchadnexxars pride and fall. Aid thou his f ane 
Belfhazzar, haft not humbled thine heart, though tho knewe/t allthis. The finne of 
thefe Jewes in the Text was the greater, becaufe their Fathers and Elders(eicher out. 
of found converfion, or at leaft out of clear conviction of confcience) had confeffed 
and remonftrated the truth and juftice of God in threatening and exccuting his 
judgements upon themfelves, faying as Lam..18. The Lord is rightecus, for we have 
rebelled againft his commandements : and as chap. 2.17. The Lord hath done that which 
he had devsfed, he hath fulfilled his word, he hath thrown down and hath not pittied Oe. 
Hear them in their own words here like as the Lord of hofts (whofe power is irrefifti- 
ble) rhonght' (devifed, determined with himfelfe, and accordingly denounced by his 
Prophets) to doe unto zs (who did not the words which he commanded us, Jer.11.8.) 
according to our wayes (which were alwaies grievous, Pfil.10. 5. } and according to onr 
doings (that were not good, Ezek. 36. 31.) fo hath he dealt with ns: for he loves to 
retaliate and to render to every tranfereffion and difobedience, a iuft recompense ofre- 
ward, Heb.2.2. l 
Verfe7. Upon the four andtwensieih day of the eleventh mozth) The third month 
after the former prophecy, when the Jewes probably had practifed the dodrinc of 
Repentance, fo earneftly preffed upon them : and had humbled themfelves under the 
mighty hand of God, who was now ready to lift them up by this and the feven fol- 
lowing moft comfortable Vifions touching the reftauration and reformation of the 
Church and State. The Devill and his impes love to bring men into che briars, fos 
there 


ta 
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them once into fetters: as the Priefts left Judas the traytour to look to hi ee 
3 


the feeble-minded, 1 Thef: 5. 14. and noteth thofë that do not with a black- 
Job 6.14. See the workings of his bowels, the rowlings of his compaifions ki 
into repentance toward his penitentiaries, Jer. 31. 20. Hof. 11.8, Efay ġo. 1,2 
See how he comforts them with cordials according to the time wherein he had af- 
flicted them, P/al. 90. 15. and inthe very thing wherein he had abafed them; as 
he once dealt with their Head, Philip.2.7,8. ; 
Kerfe 8. I faw by night | The ufualltime for fuch revelations. It may nore 
(moreover ) the obfcurity of the Prophecy : whence alfo the mention of myrtlen 
trees( low and fhady ) and that in a bottom, as Calvin conceiveth: and all this, chat 
he might give a tafte of good hope tothe Jews by little and little. i 
_ and behold a man riding upon a red horft] Not Alexander the Great riding 
upon his horfe Bucephalus, and tranflating the Empire from the Perfians to the 
Grecians, as Arias Montanus conceited it: But the Man Chrif Jefus, i Tim.2.5. 
the Captain of the Lords Hoft, fom. 4. 14. and of our falvation, Heb. 2. i0, 
riding upen a red horfe ] In the fame fenfe ( faith One ) that this colour is given 
to his garments, Efay 63.1, 2, 3. and to the Angélshorfe, Rev. 6. 4. The wild 
Bull (faith Another ) of all things, cannot abide any red colour. Therefore the 
hunter for the nonce, ftanding betore a ‘tree, puts oi a red garment ; whom when 
the Bull feeth, he runneth at him as hard ashe cañ drive. But the hunter ftepping 
afide, the bulls horns ftick faftin the tree: as when David flipped afide, Sands 
{pear ftuck faftin the wall. Such an hunter is Chiift: He lifted up upon the tree 
of his croffe, had his garment dipt and died in his own blood, as one that cometh 
with red garments from Bozra. Therefore the Devil and his Angels (like wild 
bulls of Bafhan ) ran at him with all their force, (in that three-hours darkneffe 
efpecially ) but he delivering himfelf, as a mighty Conquerour, théir horns ftick 
si ] it were in his crdffe: as Abrahams ramme, by his horns ftuck faft in the 
rier, &c. . : l once 
and he food among the myrtle-trees that were in the bottom | Atyrrhe-trees fome 
render it. Here Chrift, that horfemati and head of his Church, keepeth himfelf, 


coal, yey, oi 
: igro carbone 
ndled notar, 


feaft of a good confcience. Diogenes could fay, thata good man keeps holy-da 
all the yeer about: Chrift crowneth the Kalendar of he peoples ives: wih conte matics 


triumph. E 
and behind him were there red horfes} i.e. horfe-men: Nam nimis craffum eft 


` dlud commentum, friffe locatos equos, faith Calvin here. Thefe horfe. men are An- 


m 


gels, as verfe 10. deputed to feverall offices, and executions, for judgement, fom 
- i ` ay . mercy’; 


a 
ae N 


504 e A n expofition. on Cuarir = | | 
«mercy, or both ; fhadowed by the divers coloursof their horfes. CuaP ol. t he Prophec 1e. of Zachariah. 505 


Ealvin. Ferfe 9. Then faid 1, O my Lord what are thefe ?] Thuas the Prophets enqui- 
red and fearched diligently (as faith Saint? Peser, lı Epift. 1. xu.) for the 

éesurdy7ts. truth of things, as hunters feek for game, and asmen {eek for gold, in theve 
mines of the earth: who not content with the firft oar that offereth it felf to 


uo Domine. Calvin had thefe words much inhis mouth: thereby -breathing out : 
his holy defires in the behalf of the afflided Churches, with whofe fufferings hee Melch.Adam, 
was more affected then with any thing that befell himfelf. It is faid of Ade/andthon, în vita. 


that the miferies of che Church made him almoft neglect the death of his deareft ae 
Idemin vite 


aiya. gels, as Zach. 3. 7- and to be like unto them, yea their equals, Luke 20. 36. i 
ee Ephef1.23. x an a upon this Text, I cannot pafleby, Moraliter idipfum dicamus, idipfam oremns & 3485. 
Verfe 11. We have walked to and fre thorow the earth] Ieavimu, we have obfecremus pro Anglia, &c. Let us fay the fame, pray the fame for England, Scot- 
courfed up and down with incredible {wiftneffe. Hence they are called the char- land, &c. that the Angel here doth for Jerufalem 3, Hew long Lord wilt thon net 
retsof God, P/al. 68. 17. ( Heb: Gods-charret, to note out their joynt-fervice, as have mercy upon England, where Herefie hath prevailed now thefe hundred years 
of one ) as here, his borfemen, ready preft to do his pleafure. ; and upwards > The Englifh fugitives beyond-feas, write upon their Colledge and 
and behold all the earth fitteth fill, and is at reft] excepting the Church alone, Church-doors, in great golden letters, Jefu, Jef, converte Angliam: Fiat, Fiat, 
which like Noahs Ark, is ever. toffed up and down, tillit reft at laft on the evere Jefu convert England : Amen, Amen. Why, yet this is fomewhat better then that 
lating mountain: then fhe fhall have her happy Halcyons: then the fhail fee her of Pererins the Jefuite, upon Geref. 15. 16. Ifany man marvell faith He, why 
enemies afar off, as Lazarus did Dives, or as the Ifraelices at the red-fea did their England continueth to flourifh, notwithftanding the over-flow of herefie, and 
perfecutours, dead upon the fhore. Mean-while, fhe muft not expect to be calm, cruel perfecution of Catholikes, ( jaft execution of Catholikes, he fhould have faid) 
oh.16.33. and quiet for any continuance. Jn the world ye fhall have trouble, And ye fhail wee anfwer , becaule their iniquity is not yet full, (God grant it, Jer. 28, 6.) 
res? weep and lament z but the world foall rejoyce: they fhall revel, and laugh theme Sed veniet tandem iniquitatis complementum But the time is not far off: and for- 
Efth.3.15. {elves fat. The king and Haman fat down to drink: bue the city Shufban was bearanceis no quittance, &c. 
Bfay 21.10: perplexed. The Church is called Gods threfbing-floor, becaufe threthed with con- Ferf.13. And the Lord anfwered the Angel} How fhould God do otherwife 
1 Cor.3.9, then anfwer his welbeloved Son, with good and comfortable words, fith he is all in 


their view , dig deeper, and deeper, till they are owners of the whole treafure. See 
Prov. 2. 4. and reft not, till ye fee chat bliffefull fight, Ephe/. 1.18, 19. ` 
_ and the Angel that talked With me,| Or, in me, asthe Vulgar rendreth it. This 
was fome created Angel, who might reveal things to the Prophet by working on 
the phantafie, and fpirit, by way of information and inftruction, as Dan. 9. 21, 
Luk. 1,11. Apoc. 1.1. i 

I will foew thee what thefe be] How ready are the holy Angels to ferve the 
Saints, Heb. 1. 14. rejoycing more in their names of office chen of honour, of 
employment, then preferment, to becalled Angels (that is, Meffengers, orinter- 
nuntio’s ) then Principalities, Thrones, Dominions, Epéef. 1.20. accounting it,bet- 
ter to do good, then to be great, to difpenfe Gods benefits, then to enjoy them. 
Hence they are with, and about the Saints, as their companions, guides, protectours, 
monitours, and rulers of their actions, as here. } 

Verfe 10. And the man that flood among the myrtle-trees | The man Chrif 
Jefus, that isever with his Church, andin the midft of his people, that feedeth 
among the lilies, and walketh in the middeft of the feven golden candlefticks. He 
being asked by che forefaid Angel, anfwered him ( in Zacharies hearing ) for he is 
Palmoni hammedabéer, that excellent Speaker, as Dasiel calleth him, and there- 
fore asketh him of the vifion, Dax. 8. 13. 

Thefe are they whom the Lord hath fent] As his Epoptas, or Overfeers and In- 
telligencers. Not that God needeth them, as Princes need the counfell and aid of 
their fubje&s. The holy Angels receive mére from God, then they performe, or 
bring tobim., But he maketh ufe of their fervice about us. 1. For the honour of, 
his Majefty, and comfort of our infirmity. 2. To make out his love unto us, by 
employing fuch noble creatures for our good. 3. To make and maintain love and 
correfpondency between us and Angels, till we come to walk arm in arm with An- 


tinuall croffes: and Gods-busbandry, becaufe he will be fure to plow his own ground, 
and to make ong furrows upon their backs, whatfoever become of the wafte ; and 
to weed hisown garden, though che reft of the world belet alone, and grow wild. 


er.48 Meab isnot poured from veffell to vefe, but ferleth #pon the lees: when the Ifrael ` 
i 10.10,g Of God is poured out as milk, and crudied like cheefe, as fob {peaketh in an- ` 


other cafe. 

Verfe 13. Then the Angel of the Lord That Advocate with the Father, Jefus 
the Juft Gne, 1 fobs 2. 2. who appeareth for his afflicted people, and feelingly 
pleads for them, as being affiitted imat their afflittiens, even the Angel of hes pre- 
fence that faveth them, Efay 63. 9. It much moved him, to hear that Gods ene- 
mies were in better cafe then his people: and this put-him upon the following 
paffionate expoftulation. Ce 

e? Lord of Hofs, How long wilt thou not havemercy on Ferafalem,&c. | Ufque- 
j : y quo 


-é> kar tea 


children: and put him upon many prayers and tears; which, like. mufick upon the 
water, made a moft melodious noife in the ears of God. When Lather in a certain 
Epiftle checked him, and chod him for his exceeding great care of the Churches 


welfare, calling him pertinacifimam curarum birrdinem, Gc. he meckly replied, . 
Si nihil curarem, nihil orarem; 3f 1 fhould not care fo, 1 fhould:not pray fo. God $ 


feemeth fometimes to have loft his mercy, ( as here, How Jong wile thou be un- 
mercifull to Jerufalem ) and then we muft find it for him. He feemsto have for- 
got his people: we muft remind him, He feems to feep, delay: we muft waken, 
quicken him, with How long Lord? Thon fhalt arife, and have mercy upon Zion: 


or the time to favour her, yea the fet time tscome , faith Daniel , who is ( proba- Plabroz. 
bly ) held to be the Pen-man of that excellent P/al. 102. (Confer Dan. 9.2.) and 139!4 


he {peaks it with as much confidence, as if he had been in Gods bleffed bofom 
the while. This alfo he fpake, not now by a fpirit of prophecy, or fpeciall reve- 
lation; but by way of argumentation, or neceffary demonftration: For thy fer- 
vants take pleafure inher ftones, and faveur the duft thereof, They pity her, and 
melt over her, therefore thou Lord much more: fich all their tenderneffeis but a 
fpark of thy fame, a drop of thine Ocean. . 
againft which thon haft had indignation, thefe threefcore and tem yeers | There is 
much ado among Interpreters about Feremies 70 and Zacharies 70, whether one 
and the fame: or different ong from another. That of Scaliger is moft unlikely, 
who reckoneth thefe yeers of the captivity, from the firft year of Xerxes with his 


father Daris, unto the fourth year of Darius Notbas. How much better our gm 


countreyman Lydiat (whom yet Scaliger fo much fcorned, faying, Bars eff ille ex 
ultima Britannia Canis, qui lof. Scaligerum audeat allatrare? ) who concludes it 


to be 70 years from the laft deftruction of Jerufalem by che Chaldees, to this fe- Lyd. Emend. 
cond yedr of Darius Hyftafpes, wherein Zachariah prophecyed ? That of A Lapide Temp. Anno M. 


all with the Father, and can do any thing with him? Father, faith he, J know Joh, rz: 


thon heareft me alwayes, Did God hear Abraham for Ifmael,nay for Sodom ? Did 


Davidhear Ioab, interceding for Abjolem ? Did Hered hearken to Blaftus making Ads 12.20. 


requeft for thofe of Tyre and Sidon, with whom he was highly difpleafed >? And 
fhall not God give ear to his Son, praying for his people, that aresas dear to him 
as the apple of his eye? Good and comfortable words he doth furely anfwer him: 
fuch as were once thofe, fof. 12.27, 28. when Chrift had thus prayed; Now « my 
Soul troubled, and what fhall I fay? Father fave me fronëthi. hour : bat for this 
caufecame I to'thishour. Father, glorifie thy Name. Then came there a voice fram 
heaven ( Bath-chol the Rabbins callit ) faying, J bave both glorified it, and will 
Slorifie it again. So, when he fhall fay in his daily interceffion (for he ever liveth 
to make requeft for us, at the right hand of the Majefty on high) Ic irketh me}, 
that the whole earth is at reft, and my Church at fo much unreft : Retura, O Lord, 


how long ? and let it repent thee concerning thy fervants. Save now 1 befeech Plalgo.13. 
Vv 


thee, 


Melanch. 


Oe 


end. Temp. 


. 
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Pf1x8. 25. thee O Lord: O Lord Ibefeech thee fend now profperity. How can God do 
lefs then anfwer as Ife. 33. 10. Now willl arife, now will I be exalted, now 
will I lift sp my felf : Oras in the words next following here ( which indeed are 
all along good words and comfortable words ) I ams jealems for Fernfalem Gc. The 
Lord foall yet comfort Zion, and foallyet chufe Jerufalem ; Yet for all the forrow : 
Yer. 30.17. he fhall doit, and for all that Others called her an outcaftfaying, Thi i Zion, 
whom no max feketh after: and fhe her felf concludeth her dolefull ditty with Zon 
haft utterly rejetted us: thou art very wrothagainft us. Lam. 4. 22e 
Verfer4. Sothe Angellthat communcd with me] Sce the Note on ver. 410- 
cry thou faying| g. d. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, faith your God, 
Speake ye comfortably to Jerufalem, fpeake ye to ber heart and cry unto her faying, 
that her appointed time is accomplifhed, that her iniquity is pardoned, and fo the 
quarrell is ended: for the hath received of the Lords hands double for her fins. 
Nothing fo much as I have deferved faith fhe Ezra 9. 13. twice fo much as fhe 
hath deferved, faith He. © {weet contradiction 3 O beautifull contention | The 
fame Hebrew word fignificth ro repent and to comfort 1 Sam. 15- 35. E fay 40.1. 
Gods care is to comfort thofe that are caft down. His command to his Prophet is 
to cry comfort to the penitent with an extraordiny earneftneffe, from the God ofall 
confolation. 
I am jealous for Ierufalem and for Zion With a great jealoufe| Love is Prong as 
death, zeal, or jealeufe (for the fame word fignifieth both ) % bard ashell, Cant, 
8. 6. Non amat qui non zelat saith e4ugaftine. He loves not that zeales net, 
And Bafil venturing himfelf very fare for his friend, and by fome blamed for it, 
anfwered, Ego aliter aware non didici, Icannot love a man, but I mutt do mine 
utmottforhim. When one defired to know what manner of man Bafil was, itis 
{aid there was prefented ina dreame to hima pillar of fire with this motto, Tal 
eh Bafilins, Lo, fuch an one is Bafil. It is certaine that our God ts a confuming 
fire, who wonld fet the briarsand the thorns faith He, that is the charches enemies, 
Ef 27, 4. againft me inbattel ? I world go through them, 1 would burn them together... And 
yet he faith in the fame place, Fry és not ix me: What will he dothen when jea- 
jonfieis inhimashere? Iealoufie is the rage of a man, and hath thefe three pro- 
rtics. ; 
e Firft it is exceeding watchfull, and quick-fighted: hardly fhall the Paramour 
efcape the husbands eye, a wanton glanceis foon noted and noticed. Godis no 
lefle fenfible and obfervant of the leaft indignity done to his deare fpoufe, his 
Gen.4.6-  Hephzikab,be itbut ina frown orafrump. Why z thy countenance caft down, faith 
Efth.7.8 God to that dog-bolt Cain ? Why dot lowre upon my righteous Abel? 
What will heforce the Queen alfo before mein the houfe? If Davids enemies 
Pfal. 40-15. mow and make mouths at him, if they cry Aha, Aha, fo would we bavett, God 
will reckon with them for it. If Edom fay jearingly to the Prophet, Watchman, 
what of the night? watchman, what of the night? It Ammon clap but his hands at 
Gods Ifrael, if he ftamp with the feer, and rejoyce in heart only, when it goes 
ill with the church, God will fretch out his hand upon him, avd cut him off ont ¢ 
hie countrey, and he fhail know that he is Jehovah, Ezek, 25.67- yea that the Lord 
a i hag a jealous God. He willbe jealous for his land, and pitty his pto- 
e lel 2. 18. 
; Secondly jealoufie is violent: it is cruel as the grave, the coales thereof are 
coales of fire Cant. 8, 6. Thefame word is elfewhere put for fiery thunderbolts, 
Pfal. 78. 48. alfo for a carbuncle or burning feaver Dent, 32. 24. Jealoufic puts 
a man intoa feaver-fit of outrage: arms him with fiery darts, yea with light- 
bolts: makes him caft firebrands, be ready to take any revenge: Think the fame 
of God ina way of juftice. He will pir in the face of a Miriam, that fhall but 
muter again his Afofes: what then will hedo, ( or rather what will he not do) 
inft Jexabel, Athaliah, Herodias Gre? i 
è Thirdly jealoufie is irreconcilable, implacable, Prov. 6. 34, 35. He will nes 
Si pate inthe day of vengeance, He will notregard any ranfom, neither will he reft 
~ content though thou give many gifts, what wouldnot Balaachave given to have 
\ had his will upon Ifrael? What large offers made Haman? he would pay ten 
thonfand talents of filver to thofe that kad the charge of the bufineffe to oy the 
ewes. 
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Caar.2. the Prophecie of Zachariah. 507. 
-Jewes-, Abafouer ofo yeelded: but fo did notGod, We are fold (Gid Efther ) Elly. 9. 
Land my people tobe deffreyed, to be flain and toperifo: Buc ee wae eee Efih H oe 
to the bargaing,;. He had warr with Amajec tor ever, and laid his bend upon bis ee 
own throne, as, {wearing ta root him oùt Exod. 17. 16. And this proud’ Agagite 
Haman thall, feel. the forge of his- custe in his very. bowels... ‘Let che labouring : 
Church but gry put, Help O Ring, heare.O husband, give eare O Jbepheard of Ifrael, Tia. 8.8. 
the enemy is come into thy land O Immanuel, and the. ftretchiag out of his wings fillerh If. 63.15: 
the whole bredth of it, : Where is thy zeale (or jealoufie) and thy firengrh,, the i 
Sounding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies sowards me:? are they refrained } Dowbt- ` 
lefe thon art our Father, our Redeemer, „or neer kinfman, ay, our husband. ” Th 
church is uptg.thee 4 jifter, «fpoxfe: And canit thou hide thine eyes from thine Efay 52. y: 
own fleth 2, from lier thag is joyned to the. Lord, and is one fpirit ? thal. Abraham ¥Cor. 6.17. 
venture for the refcuc of his kinfman, David ofhis two wives, and wilt ‘thou do Gc? 14- 
nothing for the.dearely beleved of thy feule ? thall the be given up inte the hand of eg 30.18, 
her enemies? thall the /word reach unto the fonle. Let Chrift but heare fach words Ter. 4, T 
fromthe mouth; of his Spoute : and he will foon gird his word upon-his thigh, he 
will att Phineas his part and execute judgement: he Wwill{mirehis enemies in the 
hinder parts (-whip them, as men ufe todo boyes Jand fo pat them to a perpetual 

reproach; {ham them for¢ver,as a company of punyes or Zanies. ah 

Verfe 15. And am verg fore difpleafed withthe Heathen that are at cafe] Heb. 
lam in fuch abeate as canfeth fuming and. foaming, Jam boyling-hot, and eyen 
ready to burft oat upon them, to deftroy them: for the word here ufed hath — 

great affinity withanother word that fignifieth re cae dows, and to deftroy 3, King. 

6. 6. and importeth an higher degree. of difpleafare,,a greater height of heate, 

theneither Anger or wrath, as may be feen.in that fignall: gradation Dest. 29. 

28. The Lord rooted them out of their land in Anger and in Wrath, and in great 

Iedignation. The laft of thefe threeis this word in che Text,. Fervore maximo 

fervee, Lamas hotas may be againft thofe Heathens that areateafe, at hearts- ~~ 

eafe, that come not in tromble like other men, neither are.shey plagued as better men, Plal73. $, 

and are therefore fecure and infolent aboye meafure Job... 21. 233 haughty and 


Fal. 78. 66, 


. haunty, fothat the Church cannot reft for them: . they thru(t. wich the fhoulder, 


aud puth with the horn ( as afterwards verfe 18. 19. with Dan, 8. 4. ) ye 
puth the difeafed. Ezek, 34. 21- ( which isa fingular cruelty), Aa i 
they belp forward the afflitties| they fall like dogs upon the wounded. Deere, 
This David complaines of asan unfufferable grievance P/al. 69, 26.:For they 
perfecute him whom than hafi fmitten: and they talk tothe grief of thofe whem thon Elay 27. 
baft wounded. ` God {miteth his in mercy andin meafaré, inthe branches only, and 
not at theroot, seque ad exitium [ed ad exercitium. Difpleafed he may be with his 
own, and make bloody wails upon their backs, ifneed be: but then he lookes 
that others fhould pitty them, and not lay on more loadand {eek to bring them to 
utmoftextremity. God puts his people fometimes into the hands of his enemies, ` 
for correction fake: Now they commonly being inraged with haughty, reveng, 
fall, and malicious defires, exceed their commiffion, and {o derive the mifchief 
upon themfelves ( See Prov. 24. 17, 18, ) they cannot doe but they muft everdoe 
(as Nebuchadnezzar therod in Gods hand J/ai 10. )and thereby utterly undoe 
themfelves forever. For their crwelty comes np to heaven 2 Chron, 28. 9. and 
God foon heareth the cry of his opprefied ( for he #8 gracious ) and avengeth himfelf . 
on their pittileffe enemies: {tanding over them and fayingas Z/s. 47. 6.. Lwas. 
wroth with my people, Ihave. polluted mine inheritance, and given them into . 
thine hand: thou didft fhew them no mercy : upon the ancient halt thou heavily. 
laidtheyoke. Andagaine: Becaife.shefe Philiftines have dealt by revenge,. and ar 
have taken vengeance with a deceitfullipeart, to defroy st for the old hatred 3 There- Ezek. 28.15, 
fore [ik cxeecute great vengeances wpep them. with fursons rebukes, and they foall 17.and 26.2. 
kxow that I ans the Lord when (ball lajny vengeance upon. then. Joab never plea- 2 Sam.1 3:39. 


Aug. 


- fed David better, then when he made interceffion for banith:d Abfalon.: forthe 


foule of king David longed to goforeh unto Abfelom, whom yet he had very juit 

Re ean APALA wee pe a rara it were gaint Ifrael, offereth 
fofes agreat fortune Exed. 32. 10. but would have taken it very ill, that AZofis) ~ 

thould have taken him athis word. A a piy a: ae ` 
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‘the Prophetie of ‘Zachariah.  —«- 509. 


Lord been mercifull unto him Gen. 1g» 16. he alfo had perifhed amongit thofe - + 
finners againit their own foules. Pehofoua wasa brand pluckt ont of ithe fire Zech, «i 3: 


Racor” twee’ 


had left unto thema very fmall remnant, ‘they fronld have been'as' Sidim, and the l 


snto Gomorrahe Had not the Angels laid hold upon i oe 


2 
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3. 2. “And when Oncfaid‘to Mr. Bradford the Mattyr God hath done:miich `- 


od 


“for youfince I firt knew you, and hath wrought wonderoufly in you to his 
“glory ; he thus antwered, Truth it is, for He bath deale.favonrably with me, in 
« tat he hath not punifhed me according to my fins, but hath fuflered me to live } 


“thar I might feck repentance. Thon haft punifhed ys; Jefle then: ous; iniquities Ezra. 13. 


deferve, faith Ezra. Anditis of the Lords mercies rhat. we:are ‘not confumed, 
faith the Church, becaute his compatiions faile not Lam. 3.22. fhe sdi cee TE 

Verfery. Cry vetYaying,. Thus faich che, Lord of Hofts my citées}.;Herg are fonte 
Tets inthis one verfe, .and.all very graciousqnes: to break their bard harts, and 
to raile their faith in bis promifed mercies. For itisasif God fhoukd-fay, Though 
Iwas fore difpleafed with your Fathers, and yeare rife yp in their roomes.a very 
yace of rebels, fo that 1 have had indignation againft:yon full feventy-yeers, ver, 
12. yet 1 do youto know, and by my Propher 1 proglairae with great earneftnefs 
and evidence of truth, that 1 do yetown you. my cities,( fo that ye are not .difco- 


yenanted ) and will yet profper you (:fo that it fhall nomiore be faid Th zs Zign Ier. 30.17 


whom no mancareih tor: . for you fhall have plentiful. increafe of men, cattle and 
ail manner fruits of the -earthaschap. 2. 4.).yearyou fall havea fulneffe ofall 
things, not only rep/etive but diffufive, notonly of abundance, butof redundance 
too ; your cup foal overflow into the letfer veflels ofothers, © ks o 
my cities through profperity foall yet be [pread abroad |. Diffundentur, difflwent, anè 
effixent. You (hall have not for neceffity only, but for lawfull delightand honeft 
affluence. be etn lee hee a} hel ado ae at «eo 
and the Lord foall yet comfort Zion) fc. with {piritualt comforts, taking ‘her 
into his wine-cellar Cast. 2. yea into the wilderneffe, and there /peakéng to her 
heart Hof. 2. 13. roan, Ea n EE N ai be 
and hall yee chufe lerufalem| Thatis, fettle her in she fognd affurance of her 
Ele@ion and Adoption, whereof thole outward bledfings are both fruites and 
pledges. Hence David doubts not to conclude, his, {puritual good eftate, and hopes 
of eternall happinefle trom his externall.enjoyments Rfz/. 23,. 53:6.. Thon prepa- 
reft atable before me, thon anointeft mine bead, my cup _runnethover.. Hencehe in- 
ferrs, Surely goodneffe and mercy fall follo me allxbpidgyes of my life : and, J fhal 
dwell in the honfe of the Lord for ever. ; 1n- all that.is, here staid, we may fee that, 
' feripture fully made good fer. 51. 5. Ifgel hath not been forfaken, por Judah of 
his God, of the Lord of Holts: though their land was filled-with fin againft the, 
Holy one of iftacl. And herein God dealt with his people according to. hi. pres, 
rogative, and not according to his ordinary courfe. . When the curfed Canaanites 


had filed their land frem corner so corner, with their uncloannctics,, they were devo- Ezra 9. rr, 


ted to deftraction. W hen the Edomites: grew infolent arid ripe fos ruines. they: 
were called the border of wickedneffe, and the people againft whons she, Lord had int, 
dignation forever. Mal. 1. 4. ScetheNotethere. 9) o o a ae 
Verfe 18. Then I lift up mine eyes and faw) Thatis, I gave good: heed to this: 
fecond vifion alfo: which was added purpofély for confirmation.of the former 
promifes ; which fhould be certainly accomplifhed to the Church, notwithitand- 
ing her many and mighty enemies. Horns they arè called fortheir might and mif- 
chievonfnes: by a metaphor, 4 fers.cornuperss from fierce beafts, whofe ftrength: . 
and wrath lies intheir‘horns ; or elie from warriers, who wore iron horns upon 
their helmets. PA i sds AAN, 
and behold four horns) Not the foure Monarchies ( for the Grecians and Ro- 
manes were not yet: and this is fpoken here for the prefent comfort of the afit- . 
ed Church ) but the enemies of Ifrael from all the four parts of the world ( fee 
Pfal. 107.2, 3. ) for they were furrounded ; On the North werethe Syrians, Afly- 
rians, and Babylonians. ( Ab 4qu.lone nihil boni, Ier. 4. 6. andó. 1. )Onthe | 
Ealt, the Ammonitesand’Moabites. On the South, the Edomites.and-Egypti-- 
ans. Gi the Weft, the Philiftines, as may be gathered out of Jeremy andeE zekie 
Geneva is at this day a {mall people, invironed with enemies, French,; Spanifh,;. 
Savoy, Pope ; and barred out from allaid. of neighbours, cityes, , and. charches ; -. 
yet, by the mighty arm of God, ftrangely and ftrongly upheld ani: detendad 
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he. zo efn expofition on Cunard Cuar.z. the Prophecie of Haggai. StI 
This Mr. Bere reprefented in a moft clegant emblem of a city depainted as hanped and behold a man.) The'Man Chrift Jefus, ashis Mother is called 2 Virgis If4.7.14 : 


Mekh. Ad. in by a ewined thteed ; fultained and maintained by the mighty hand of God alone, 
vit, Bez.227- Would any mantake the Churches picture? faith Lasher: then let bim painca 
a filly poot maid, fitting ina wood or wildernefle, compafled about with hung 
Loc. com. de wolves, lions, bores, and beares, and with all manner of cruel and hurtfull beaits; 
perfec. vera © and inthe midit of a great many furious men affaulting her every moment and mi- 
Erfa, nate, for this is her condition in the worid. B 
Werferg And Ifaid watothe Angel that talked. with me, What be thefe? } 
Though the vifion be dark and myfterioug, yet the Prophet defpairech not of a 
tight undeiftanding, neither doth he waywardly reject it With a Quod non vnlt 
intelligi, vulst mghgi. But, wanting wisdome he asketh it of God, as St. dames 
alfo advifeth us todochap. 3. 5. andas David prattiled: Teach me good judg. 
ment and knowledge faith He, give me wnderfianding and} fhall obforne thy law, 
Thus Daniel prayed, and had an Angel fent to informe him, not once but ofen in 
e friendly and familiar manocr Dan, 9. 21. and 10. 12, and tz. 2, 3. Sohad Jo 
feph, Cornelius, Panl, Gc. Andalthough Angels are not fo ready now, orap- 
pear not, atleaft, fo vifikly to tellus the mind of God: yet He willnot be wane 
ting to his willing fervants ; butin the ufe of meanes they thall be all ang hr of God: 
as David was by repaysing to ehe Sanctuary P/al. 73. 13. and as the Luonch was 
by Philip Ad. 3. 
thefe are the bornes which have feattered] Heb. rofed them up inthe ayre, as 
Lud deDieu furious beafts do with their hornes,and forely bruifed them. Naum nor modo difpera 
in Mat 2244 fonem fignificat qua fit per modam uentilationis, fed etiam qua fit pir modnm alitfen 
nts & contritionis, See Hof. 10.14. and 13.16. 

Voerfe 20. And the Lord fhewed më foure carpenters} He thit before was called 
an Angell, is here called Pebevah, this fhewes him to be ¢ brift, who is God bifid 
forever. Inrefpet of his eternal effence he is called she Lord: in refpect o, his 
office or Mediatourfhip, an Angell. Gene 

foure carpenters} Or fmiths: fo many horns, fo many Artificers to batter 
and break chem. God wants not wayes and meanes to help his at a dead life: he 
2Pet.2.9.  knowes how to deliver faith Peter, and herein ufually he goeth a way by himtelf. 
Many times he fetteth the enemies together by the cares among themiclves : whi- 
deft that 1 wichall efcdpe, faith David Pfal. 141. 10. Thus by Nebachadnezzar, 
as by a mallor berrie, he brake the reft of thofe horrible hornes+ as at thi: day 
the Pope by the Turk, and Spaniard by the French, and that the Church may have 
her Halcions. N. marvell 1 flept fo foundly feeng Antipater was by and watch- 
ed, faid Philip of Macedon. ‘We may better fay of datipater, our gracious Father 
and puardian, the keeper of his Hrael. ; 

Verfe 31. What come thefeto do? } he askcth not what they were? for by 
their tooles or weapons he perceived they were Carpenters or {mith; ( as fome 
think ) with iron inftruments to breake thete iron hornes: confer s King. 22. 11. 
He inquireth therefore of their imployment only. Futilous and foolifh queftious 
fhould be avoided Tit. 3-9. 

fo that no man did lift up bis bead} Turn head, or looke cheerfully as Zæke 
21. 28.. 

but thefe are come to fray them | deterrere, faiththe Vulgar: better dererrere, to 
fright them, now that they had pufht Ifrael to the Lord. ; 

tocaft ont Gc. Thus Omne fnb regno graviore regnum eft, See Ecclef. 5. 7s 


the Virgin that famous Virgin that conceived and barez Son, that gata man from - 

the Lord Gen.4.1. This Man (called before and after an Angel, as appearing in 

humane fhape) is here feen and fet forth as an Atchire& or Matfter-builder,going to 

take the plot ofhis Church (fee Rev.21.15.and obferve by che way, how in that 

book the. holy Ghoft borrows che allegories and elegancies of che Old-Teftament, 

to fet out the Rory ofthe New, infucceeding.ages-) = ee -— 

Verfe 2. Whither goef thon? | This was-great boldnefle ; But the Prophet un- . | 
derftood himfelf well enough ; and Chrift approves and affents to it incagraci- o s. . 
ousanfwer here, and efpecially verfe4. Great is the confidence ofa good confi- . - 
encetoward God. See Efzy 63. 16,17. Hab. 1.12. We may come boldly rothe 
throne of grace, Heb.4. 16. ` a . ow D gegt | T Petg.23. 

to meafure Ferufalem. } This had been promifed before, Chap. 1. 16: Burt for their No 
further confirmation, who faw a little likelyhood of fach a reedifying and repeo- > % 
pling, it is repeated. Thus the Lord, tendering our infirmity, feals' to us again , 
and sgn in the holy Sacrament , what he had faid and {worn co- us. in his 
word. vb es : i 

Verfe 3. Andbehold the Angel} Zacharies Angel, as One calleth him. went 
forth} to take direction from Chrift, and to give the prophet further information. - 

See the Note on Chap- 1.9. ; e E . 

and another Angel went out tæmeet him] So ready is Chrift to ahfwer prayers, 
and to fatisfiehis weak but willing people, that draw near unto him with a true 
heart. Feb. 10. 22. If any fuch ask and miffe, itis becaufe they- ask amiffe. 


J am. 4. 3e $ s . ` 
Verfe 4. Run, freak, to this young man) Not go, but Run: yea, fly: fwiftly with 

wearinoffe of flight, as Dax: 9.21. Chrift thinksit long ere his praying people hear 
from him. Onely he willbe oa rat of by them Exek,36:37. Zachary {eemesto ` 

ave been a young Prophet, and Chrift remembred the kindneffe of his youth, and 
became a wonderful counfetlerto him: He gave to this young man (or green- 
headed ftripling ) knowledge and difcretion. Prov: 1.4. ‘Epiphanixs iath he was 
anold man: and that heis called a young man becaufe a‘ckent and difeiple of the 
Angel thae communed with him. Where Angels arecailed men, it was no dif. 
paragement to Zachary to call himfelf «lad, or fervant confidering his dtftance. 
Thus Abrahams fervant , though old, is called his boy Gen.'24.52. by a Carachrefis, 

_ That’s a good Note that One gives here, That the Angel telis the prophet ; but 4%-Pembie, 

the prophet muft tell the people : God ufing nor the Miniftery of Angels but men 
(earthen veffels) to bear his Name to his people _4/ts 8.26. and 9.6. and 16. 9 

Jerufalem fhal be inhabited as towns without wals) Or: (hall dwell in towns without 
walls, viz, in the fuburbs or villages, there being not room enough within the walls 
to receive them. This feemed an incredible thing co this poor remnant now re: ` 
turned from Babylon. But it ts the property and duty of beleevers torruft Ged 
upon his bare word: and that againft fenfe in things invifible, and againft reafon, 
in things improbable. 7 aes E 

for the multitude of men and cattel therein) That i5, faith eAnguftine, of fpiritnal 
and carnal perfons in the Chuch Catholike. i f ; 

Verfe 5. For I, faith the Lord , will be unto her a wall of fire) The Chyrch (Chrifts renews qui A 
garden) may feem tolie opento all incurfions and difadvantages : bue as ic hath canitiea arcede 
a well within it Cant 4. Soit hath a wall without it, yea round about it, better and C miis ter- 


, with the Note there. ftronger then that about Babylon, or Sufzin Perfia; the Rones whereof were joy- €. Theodor. 
ned together with gold,as Ceffodorusteltifieth. The Lacedemonians were forbid- .4id.7. Var. 
den to wall in their city of Sparta: as being fufficiently fortified by the valour of Epi. 


the inhabitants. The Hollanders will not wall the Fague chough it have'2000 houf- 
holds in it : as defirousto have it counted rather’ the principal village of Earope, 
then a leffer city. -Chinais faid to be furrounded with a ftrong wall of ftone: and 
England, with walls ofwood fe. A puiffant Navy. But what's alt chis- (either for 
defence. or offence) to awall of fire ? who dare venture to feale fuch a wall > It is 
not valour bur madneffe to fight with a flame. Fireis terrible tothe fierceft crea- 
tures, as Lions, Leopards &c. Shepheards and travellers were ufed to guard them- — 
{elves by making great fires round’ about their nigtit-lodjings,to keep of wild beatts. . 
Some 


CHAP. II. 


Verfe t, Y lift up mine eyes againe and looked ] i. ¢. Tlooked withly, not flug- 
I gifhly, as betwixt fleeping and waking as chap. 4. I faw further by 
the pirit then common fenfe could have carried ine. I beheld Jerufalem in her’ 
future glory, I looked intently, Itcok aime, by the shings which are fien. 
but by the things Which are wot fien 2 Cer. 4. 18. Bb. 11, 27:Geh 4 26. 4 
i an 


t 


512 — An Expofition on Cuap.t, 


Some think the ‘prophet allndeth to that. cuftome : others , -to the’ Angel 
Init: Lib. 2. guarding of Paradife wich a flaming fword, that is, faith Lathantins, with a wäll 
Cap13- of fire. The Church may fit and fing , we have a Strong city : falvarion will God-ap- 
Heb1.7, point for walls and bulwarks: Efay 26.1. He maketh his Angels {pirits, his minifters 
Gen.321. aflame of fire. Thefe met and miniftred; unto Jacob at Adabancim makinea lane for 
` hım, astheword importeth. Thefe fiery.charersand horfmen appeared, for Eli- 
Thefeare the tha by whole legions 2 Kiz.6.17.and do ftill pitch their camp round about the godly 
eu Pfal.24.8. Who therefore cannot but be fafe, as being guarded by the peace of ‘God 
the new Tern, within them, and by the power of God-withour them, through faith unto fal. 
falem, and of vation. __ . : : eae 
the mountains and will be the. Slory in tke midft of her God is the Churches beth bulwark and 
eel ™ beauty - her maniment and ornament. His prefence,his worfhip, his Grace, his pro- 
aa -tetion isthat tower inthe midft of-her Efay.5. that golden head of the picture, 
that rower of: the flock and: ftrong hold. of. the daughter of Gods people Atic.4.8. 
Hence the Ark is called che glory Rom.g.4.5. and all comforts without it but Zra 
bods.. Hence Pidea is called «he glorious land: and Heathens are brought in faying, 
Surely this great nation is awife and underftunding people. For what nation is there 
o great that hath God fo nigh unto them as the Lord our God is, in ul! things. thst we 
Deut. 4.53657 call uponhins for? And what nation is there jo geeat that hath ftatutes and-udgments 
fo righteous as all this Law Œr. -Surely as Suzifons ftrength and glory lay in his 
hair, fodoch the ftrength and glory of our land, confift in the crue religion, and 
Gods fincere fervice : which ifit fhould be fhaved and deprived of, though every 
fhower were afhower of gold (faith a Divine) every- ftone in the land a pearl, 
every begger an honourable Senatour, every fool as wife as Solomon, every 
weakling as ftrong as Samfon ; yet our wealth, honour, ftrength, wifdom, and glo- 
ty are gone, andwe fhall fing a doleful Miferere with Phineas his wife Ichabod. ) 
The glory of England is gone; for Religion is gone. 

Verfe ©. Hoho, come forth, and flee from the Lind of the North] A proclamation 
to thofe in Babylon to make haft home, and come away for fhame - now. they had 
fo fair a way made, and fuch free liberty given them toreturn. A man would 
wonder they fhould be fo backward to a bufineffe of this nature. Bue they that were 
bors in hell, know no other. heaven as the proverbis. There they had lived a long 
feaionin peace and fafety ina rich and fat though a forreine Conntrey. Thére they 

; were at quiet, enjoyed their religion and cuftoms, got wealth, had favourites at 
Court: and what fhould they trouble themfelves to. remove into a Countrey 


x Sam, 4.20. 


where they were fure to meet with many bitter enemies, the Samaritans and o- ` 


thers? Andwho cantell whether. this Proclamation of King Darius be nora de- 
figne to try their affection to their countrey, and foto fall upon fuch as did offer 
to return thither ? Thus by cafting of perils, diftrufting of pronuifes, and liftening 
sto that Improba Siren Defidia, they ftaid half of them, at leaft behinde : whare- 
ver Fifephus hath falfly ftoried of 4628000. that returned : the contrary whereto 
g . fee Exr.2.64. s $ 
` for Ihave fpread you abroad into the four windes\ And do now Offer to recol- 
lec and reduce youto your own countrey. See thar ye jlift not off Me that fpeak 
from heaven? See that ye negled not fo great falvation. How oft isthe Lord even 
fain to fmoak us, and fo force us out of our clayie cottages, toward our heavenly 
F home; And what afhame is it tous that a Heathen fhould fay Fugiendum eft 
Pte ae ad clariffimam patriam : ibi pater, ibi omnia, We fhould even fice a pace to our own 
jbo- Capa g countrey thatis above: fith there is our Father, there is Aji that heart can with or 
need require. ; . . 
Perfe.7. Deliver thy (elf ,O Zion that dwellef with the daughter of Babyloiil qe de 
Is Babylon a fit place for thee to abideein ? what comfort canft thou take in fuch 
lewd company ? Save thy felf from this untoward generation Aê. 2.40. Flee out of 
the midft of Babylon,and deliver every man his foul: be not cut off in her in iquitye 
for this is the time of the Lords vengeance : he will render unto:her a recompente. 
oe Jer 51.6.7. Shortly after this exhortation to the fons of Zion, Babylon revoltad 
cp Ae PA from the Perfians, and was taken and; facke by Daris in the fourth yeerof his 
rod: 3+ reigna (that is two yeers after this Prophecy was uttered) by the help of his friend 
Zopyrus. Two thing fhould prevail with the people of God to fhun the fociety hd 
i the 


Aniq. Libary 
Cap.4. 


Heb, 12.25, 
and 2.3. 


Cuaviz,; 


“the Prophecies of Zachariah. i 


the ungodly: 1. Infetidbf fin, whidhvis More'contagicus and catching chen ete! 


1 
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plague.: Though Lår tested not the evit thantiersof'Sddém; yet his ddnphiers did. 


2. Jafidbion of ponithment Lat.§.33'" Kamath lay fo ‘nigh Dac 
that fic fared the worfe for her’ neighbourhood. Se€ ‘for both these, 
and‘fay, if at any time forced to be in bad ‘compatiy: Orhat I had Witts of a dove? 


for:then: would 1 fled-awey, and be at-rof. Or, if disOb will nov f& thee at lis 
berty; take up that Wọ, to expreffe thy mifery, Wo is wie that I Jojoute in Adis 


hech, &e 3 


Verf: & Fori thus fell -the Lord. éf hofts| Sanchez teferreth thefe words t 


thofe dforegding, q.d. ‘Deliver thy felf: &e. for fo the 


Lord commiandeth, Bit! 


herein heads alone the current- of Interpreters cartying it againft him. This 


preface feeins prefixed fer procuring möte authority toth 


to the poór Jews might -feem incre 


ë enfuing ptomife; which 


ible.. - If Jéhovati ‘fpeaketh it, and he that hath. 


all power in/his hand të éffect what he {peaketh, why fhould any one doubr,: or’ 
ea oes ok ay 


defpair? =) > i Sre Hi 28 C 
„After: this glory} i.'e; thefe glimtheriúgsof gldry, 
begun amhdérgit you, atid by ‘degrees to, be finifhed. : `. 
hath he fent ine unto the Nations whith fpoiled jon] 
for it isa fending in bai pe : and pethap: 
ed by the Perfians. (feé t 


thiefe out-goitige of gracé 


Or, agaifift the Nationg 


s againft either the Caldeans deftroy» 


ed by the Grecians, ant by Alexander ‘the Great. See Efa 33.1. ° Now, wheres 
as fome object, thar Chrift is here faid tö be fent of his Father: and this fems to 
import an itferiority: It is anfwered : Firft, that two ‘equals by ‘mutual confent 
may feng one another: “Miffion doth nòt alwayes ithport inequalicy. Secondly, 
One may be-inferiour to another, either by nature, and fo Chrit is nor: or bry 
‘condition; ashe is che Mediatour, ard’as he did voluntarily abafe hidifelf ; and fo 


heis, Phit, 2. 7. 


For he that toncheth yoi, toucheth the apple of biseyo | Fhe limir man that is 


in the ea as papila of papa) Or, the Black of thé 
drew lig 


eye. God, who at firm 


6s in places? 
Rev. 18642 


Plal.ss.¢. 


eNote on verfe'7. ) Or, thé Pérfians, afterwards deftroy- 


Ifhon, of If. i 


It is here cal- 


t outof darkneffe, doth by an: admirable work, draw the fight: of the led Bath, the 


body out of the black apple of thé eye: Philofophers ealt it,the Chryfictline bas daughter of 


mosr. Itisthe tendereft piece of the tendereft part: to 
tenderneffe of Gods.love; faith Selvies, The eye is k 


exprefle theinexprefiible 
ept moft diligently, and- 


ftrongly guarded by nature with tanicles. A man cati better Beat! a ehultch- on 
the backs thena touch on theeye. Sigaw digicams menpe mordeat, fignis penga 
brachium: © crura, fiqnis etiars duritir Oulnerct (oe. faith Caldintere. If one 


bite my finger, prick my leg or army yea flafh- and wound: ine, T cati better Bear 


the eye: be- 
caufe it is as 
dear roa man 
as an onely 


datphrer, 


_ it, then tf he ehruft ‘his finger iti mine eyes. mide fonne of “Muteaffes king of 


T'unss, cruelly put out his fathers eyes, by holding hor burning'bafons before'them, Turk bif, 


Robert de Behafme, Earlof Shrewesbsry. 


fora paftime, put his thumbe in the‘boyes eyes, dad chrutt our the Balls thereof, 


Werfero fay, Oculus fama non:patinntur joios. . The:eye andthe: good narid 


will endure no jefts. 


Let perfecurours take’ heed How they middie wir Gods 


eyes.’ He is wife in bears, and mighty in'firength: who'hath bardened blinfelf ag dint 
Ged and proffered ? Job 4. Some réad the text thus. He shat toncherh pou: roweka 
eth the-apple of bis owneye, that is, he very .grievoufly hurtedt hinifelft: as'pforiie 
ring and pulling down upon his own head, the fharp wrath and. vengeance of God: 


Bot the former is the better. Ses see 
Verfe g. Fe behold, ‘Kwitl bake mine band npon shim 


J Ringsthey fay, Mive 


long. kawds ; arid can- eafily reach thofe thatare fattediñant- Thisistniuel here 


truc'of the King immertall : whocan quickly crumble, to 


crack’ the mipt ciel Mt: 


narehs: he-cuts off the fpirit of Princes, Pfat. 76: 12: lie’ fipr shemof (fote 
ebrew there imports) asione’ would'flip off a floure: ‘betweti! dies Bnisers- ofas 
one fhould flip off abunchi-of grapes! If the Lord: do io’ ord: but! akifeli His ees 
mies frail be feattered, Pial 68,1. IF he do-But thew: bimielf ia-ehe: field Cas 
Xerxes ufed' to pitch bis Fenton high, ‘and ftand‘looking of his Ariny'wheiiin - 
fight ) che Philiftines will belieard to-cry- out; Gow isome inti the‘ dary Po ans 


xs ; whe foall deliver ws out of the hands: ef- chefe ‘might 
But if hc.once fhake his’ hand; ( that nighty Bart, ds Sdi 


hep Gods, SE) AC Sata: 4233 


tit: Paias: cleth ini thae 
fpanneth 


y Anne cnr. playing with his own-childe, Speed. 474. 
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Ezek.6.18. 


Efay 33-14. 
Jer.4.13. 


The calling 
of the Jews 
by Sir H. 
Finch, 


Elay 27. i. 
Ezek.38.2. 
Dan.1 1.40. 


Ecelus.22.6. 


e a An. expofition on Guap.2 


Jpanneth the heavens, and fhaketh the foundations of the earth ) how much more 
if he /mite with the hand, and ftamp With, the foot, (as the Prophet in another 
cafe ; and as Pompey vainly vaunted, that with a ftamp. on tlie ground of. Italy, he 
could raife an Army ) the finnérs againit Zion are foon afraid ; fearfulneffe furpri- 
zéth the hypocrites. Vo xnto xs, [ay they, fer we are foiled. The very thaking 
of his band at them, fhall make their hearts ake, fhake and fall afunder in their bo. 
omes, as drops of water. ; ae sai . 

and they foall be a {poil to their fervants J że- To the Jews, whom they lately 
fpoiled and enflaved. This was fulfilled in Efthers dayes: and afterwards in the 
time of the Maccabees. Befides,what-is yet expected to be done by the nation of 
the Jews; when, at their glorious converfion, Chrift fhall dwell among them, verf. 


`‘ 


10. and the multitude of Nations fhali joyn themfelves to ‘Chrift, ver. Ir. the ` 


Jewes inhabiting in their own land , verf: 12. to the filencing, amufing, and a- 
mazing of all fieh, verf. 13. whileft the enerhies of the Church by-them fub- 
dued, Zach. 16.11. and poffeffed, Efay 14. 2. Obad.17,19. thall willingly, or 
perforce come under Chrifts obedience. ‘The cohverfion of the Gentiles ( faith 
a learned Authour ) is many times intimated by the Ifraelites maftering of them, 
fgoiling them; poffefing them for fervants, and for hand-maids, as Efay 14. 2. 
Am,.9. 11. Obad, 19. and here, which is not meant fo: much of a temporal fub- 
duing, as of a fpirituall joyaing with them in feeking of the Lord; yet fo as the 
chief foveraignty and ftroke of keeping men within the lifts of their fubjection and 
obedience unto Chrift, fhall remain among the Jews. Aid fo sae rte teacheth 
us to expound thofe phrafes, 4. 15.17. wherechat which Amos aith, that they 
(the Ifraelites) may poffeffe the remnant of Edom, James rendreth, that the refi- 
dne of men may feek after the Lord. The enemy, whom indeed, the Jews hail 
fpoil, root out, and deftroy, after they have groaned long under his hard yoke, 
and bondage, is Gog and Magog, thatis to fay, the Turk, Ezech. 38. and 39 with 
whom they fhall havea marvellous conflid; as it may feem in their own countrey, 
Exech. 39. 2, 44 Dan. 11. 44, 45. and over whom they fhall obtain a noble vi&o- 
ry ( God from heaven miraculoufly fighting for them, Ezech, 38. 18, 19, &e. 


' Gach. 14.3,4,5.) at, ornear Jerufalem, Joe 3.2. Ezech. 39.16. This enemy is . 


not alwayes reprefented by one and the fame name: but fometimes he is called 


` Moab, Edom, Rabbah, Afhur, Javan: haply becaufe thofe that inhabit the feat 


of thefe peopte fhall joyne hands with the Turk, and fall in the fame deftru@ion. 
Sometimes he is called Leviathen, from his quality; fometimes Gog and Magog, 
from his countrey ; fometimes the king of the North, from his territory. But by 
all thefe names, one and the fame enemy is underftood : which marvelloufly clear- 
eth the place in Ezekiel, chap. 38.17. where the Lord by: his Prophet fpeaketh to 
Gogin this wife; Art skou he of whom I have [poken in ancient time by my fervants 


` the Prophets of Ifrael, which prophecied in thefe dayes and years. He cannot mean 


Himfelf, nor Daniel, which was but his contemporary, much leffe Zachary that 
came after: but he meaneth, the ancient Prophets long before, who {pake of the 
fame perfon, though not by the fame name. | _ 

aud ye foall know that the Lord of Hofts bath fent me}. You fhall fubfcribe to . 
the truth of thefe promifes, which now you can very hardly be brought to beleeve: 
when God hall have fulfilled with his hand thar which he had {poken with his 
mouth, as Solomons phrafeis, t King. 8. 15. l oo? 

Verfe to. Sing and rejoyce, O daughter of Zion, for lo, I come J After a long 
abfence (as it may feem ) and great expectation, I come, not to lodge for.a night, 
but to dwell and make mine abode in the midft of thee ; partly in.my new-buile 
tempie, but principally in the Temple of my body, Zoh. 2. 21.. For the Word was 
made fieh and dwelt among St ns, Joh.t. 14. Lo here’s habitatio Dei cum carnes 
God dwelling with men, which the Magicians held impoffible, Dan. 2. 11.. And 
for this the Church here, though at a great under, is commanded to fing and.foout, 
notwithftanding her prefent preffures. This might feem to her an unfeafonable 
difcourfes which, faith Siracides, is as mufick in mourning. But when is phyfick 
more feafonable, then in time of fickneffe? And when had the Saints more need of 
chearing up,then when they are preffed down with heavieft croffes? And what grea- 


tet.comfort to a good foul then ChriftJefusexr joy ? Chriftus lecythes babet inmalin - 


his 


Cuar.2. the Prophecie of Zachariah. 


his comforts are fuch as the world can neither give, nor takeaway: fuch asno 
good thing can match ; no evill thing overmatch. 

Verfe 11. Andmany nations foal be joyned tothe Lord in that day &c. | Scethe 
Note on ver. 9. And farther obferve: that albeit the thorough comming in of 
the Gentiles, for all Nations with one confent to receive Chrift, be put off till rhe 
Jews famous converfion: yet that nothing hindereth, but that this and fuch like 
places that {peak of the fame may well ferve to warrant the firt inceptions of their 
calling. And fo doth St. Fames cite them AG. 15. 16,17. out of Amos 9. 11,12. 
and Paul Rom. 9. 25, 26. out of Hof, 1. 10. 

and I will dwell in the middeft of thee) See the Note on ver. 1 O. 

and thon fhalt know cc.| See the Note on ver. 9. 

Verfe 12. And the Lord fall inherit indah bis portion) Or his enclofure, his feve- 
rall, divided from the ret of the world by a wonderfull feparation, as the He- 
brew word fignifieth Exod. 33. 16. And though there were fome interruption 
in fhewing favour foratime : yet was there no én: ercifion, and utter breach of 
covenant: noristo this time, asthe Apoftle faeweth Rom. 11. 28, 29. About 
the time when the Turkith tyranny fhali have lafted 350. yceres (faith my former 
Authonr out of Das. 7, 25. and 12. 7, 11. Rev. 9. 15, ) the Jews fhall re- 
paire coward their own countrey Efay 31. I5, 16. and§1. 10. 11. Jer. 3. 18. 
Hof. 1. 11. where they fhall have a grcat confli& with the Turk Ezech. 38. 
and be in great diftreffe fora time Das. 12. 1. burat length prevaile, to the-utter 


„fuine of the Grand Signior himfelf, and the overthrow of his Army ; perhaps not 


far from the fea Uf Gennezaret, otherwife called the lake of Tiberias Ezek, 39. 11. 
After which they fhall dwell in their owncountrey Jer. 3. 18, and 23. 8. Ezech. 
37: 21, 22. Am. 9. 14, 15. They fhall inhabit all the parts of the land as be- 
fore Obad 15. 19, 20. Jer. 31. 38, 39, 4a. Efay 27. 12. and 65. 10. The 
land fhil be more fertile then ever it was Ezech. 35: Hof. 2 21, 22. Joe/3. 18. 
Am. 9.13. Zach. 14.10, The countrey more populous then before Efay 49. 19. 
20, 21. Ezech. 34. 31. and 36. 37, 38. There fhall be no feparation of the ten 
tribes from the other two: butall make one entire kiagdome Ezech. 37. 22, 24. 
Hof. 1. 11. anda moft fourithing Commonwealth Daz. 7. 27. together witha 
Charch moft glorious, both for outward beauty Zech. 14. 6,7. Efay 60. 20, and 
62. 1, 2, 3.and inward purity in doctrine Ezech. 37. 23. Zach. 13. 2,3.in difci- 
pline, all prophane purged out Ioel. 3, 17. Zach.aq. 8. abundance of fpiritualt 
graces Efay 25. 6. &c. fatety Zach.10.12,and 14. 11. profperity Efa. 25.8.and 5r. 
13. and ftability E/ay 26. 1. and 33.16. ler. 30.20. Œc, perpetuity Efay 60. 21. 
Ioel. 3. 20. . 

Veer. Be filent, O all flefo, before the Lord ] Heb. Hus, St. Peace and be 
ftill, as our Saviour once faid to the raging Sea Mar. 4, 39. whereupon the wind 
ceafed (which before had blowed and bluftered till it was Weary againe, as the 
Greek word there importeth ) and there was a great calme, all was fuddenly hufhr, 
and filent, The enemies of the Church aie no leffe brutifh and ‘boifterous then 
the fierce winds and waves Pfal. 107. 25, 26, 27, But God who fets abound to 
the mighty waters which they may not paffe P/al. 104. 9. healfo refraineth the 
remainder of mans wrath P/a. 76. 10. If he do but ( asthe Roman Tribune was 
wont to do ) interpofe his Veto. Ifhe dobut fay ( f. ) Be filent O all flefa, cha rads 
plotnot, prate not, practife not againft my people, who dare quatch in his pre- 
fence, or gaineftand his commands? Who art thou O man that chatteft againft God? 
faith Panl. whos this that darkeneth counfell by words without wisdome? faith 
GodtoIcb: hownow? Letall fleth be filent: Let God be juftified, and eve- 
ry mouth ftopped. Talk no more fo exceeding proudly, let not arrogancy come 
out of your mouth: for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 
weighed. He will keep the fect of his Saints, and the wicked ( whether they 
will or no) thall be filent in darknefle: for by ftrength fhall no man prevaile. 
The adverfaries of the Lord fhall be broken to peeces: outof heaven fhati he 
thunder upon them ( faith holy Hannah. ) And then they fhall be glad co be quiet, 
and to fave themfelvesas they can: likeas the wormes, whenit thunders, wrig- 
g'e into the corners of the éarth ;. and as Caligala( that bold mifcreane that dared 
his Jave to a ducl ) when ic thundered, covered his eyes with his cap, running un- 
der the bed, or any bench-hole, O all 
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Ecclef. 6. 10, 


Ef.37.22,23° 


Pial. 76. 2, 3. 


Neh. 8, rx, 


Scito perfecu- 
torem tuumab 
afcenfore de- 
mone perur- 
geri, Bern. 


An Expofition on Cuap.3, 


Oall flefe.] fraileand foolifh, weak and wortblefle men, who may not com. 
pare their wisdome, or oppofe their ftrength to Gods: before whom they can 
no more ftand, then a glafs-bottle can before a Cannon-fhot.. They fhould there- 
fore .do well to meddi¢ with their match 3 and not contend with him thacis 
Mightier then they. The Church is called Jehovah foammah, or the Lord is there 
Ezek. 48, 35. and although fhe be butaVirgén, yet fhe hath a thrice-puiflane 
Champion, even the Holy One of Ifrael. . ; 

who ssaww alfo already raifed sp | Or arroufed awaked asa man out of fleep 
P/al. 44. 23. or asa giant that fhouteth by reafon of wine Pfal. 78. 65. 

out of hu holy habitution| Thacis, outof Heaven Dent. 26. 1 5- where he hath 
bathed his {word Ifa. 34.5. and benthis bow and made it ready Pfad. a. 12. Or 
out of his Temple, which was likewife Gods habitation 1 Sam. 2. 20. and thence 
God would helphis people, as they once faid to David at Mahanaim 2 Sam. 18. 
3. Therefore now it ws better that thos help us, or canfe us tobe helped, ont of the 
city: Remarkable is that of the Pfalmift, 1s Salem is Gods T. ahernacle, and his 
dwelling place in Zion, There brake he the arrowes of the bow, the foield, and the 
Sword andthe baiteil. Selah. There? where? In the Tabernacle, in the Affeme 
blies of Gods Saints. By al lef, here may alfo be meant the unbelecving Jews, 
who are enjoyned filence and f{ubmiffion, they are ftiled here, as the Levites 
{tiled the people faying, Hold your peace: difpute not, doubt not, diftruft not 
Gods promiles, icem they never fo improbable, or impoifible to be cffeed : 


harken not to the murmurings of your own milgiving hearts, but filence your 
reafon, exalt yonr taith &c. 


a a dot Cate 


CHAP. IIL. 
Verfe 1. Nd he foewed me Jehofhuah the High-Prieft} Ina vifion doubtleffe ; 
and that for this end, that both the Prophet, and by him the peo- 
plealfo, might be advertifed, that they wreftled not againft flefh and blood, men 
like themfelves, but againft /piritnall wickedneffes, ot wicked [pirits, who did a& 
them and agitate them againft the Chuich ; ride them and {pur them to do mif- 
chief: ashe did that bloody Farnefius one of the Popes Champions, who com- 
ing with an army into Germany, {wore that he would ride his horfe up to the 
{purrs in the blood of Proteftants. It was the devill that ftirred up the fpirit of 
Tatnai, Shether-Boxnai, Sanballat cc. to hinder the good work now in hand: 
like as he did Eckins, Cajetan, Cochleus, Catharinus and many other great {chol- 
lars ( befides the two kings of England and Hungary ) to write againft the Refor- 
mation begun by Lather, and Charles the fifth with all the {trength of the Empire 
to withftand and hinder it. Butall in vaine. Here he bends his acculation chiefly 
againft the chicf Pricft: but thorough his fides, he frikes at the welfare of the 
whole Church. Minifters are the maine objec of his malice; a {peciall fpite he 
beares to fuch : fingling them out and fifting them to the. bran, as he defired to 
do Peter: ftirring up unreatonable and wicked men againft them, as he dealt by 
Paul when he fought with beafts at E phefus, with breathing divels where ever he 
came, being in deaths often. W hen the viper hung upon his hand 4, 28. the 
devill doubtleffe thought to have difpatcht him: but he was deceived. So heis 
ever, when he attempts as an Accufer of the Brethren: heis fure to be non-fùted, 
and his pleato be caft out of the court by our Advocate with the Father Jefus 
Chrift the righteous, who appears for us (as he did here for fehofoua ) to put a- 
way fin. Heb. 9. 24, 26. and to take away the iniquities of their moft holy 
things. ` 

ftanding before the Angelof the Lord] i. e. before Chrift, his beft friend, and 
doing his office as an High-Prieft. Stich is Satans malice and impudency ( faith 
an Interpreter here ) toburtand hinder us moft in our beft imployments : and to 
accufe the Saints even to their beft Friend Chrift Jefas. He knowes well, thatas 
Sampfons ftrength lay in his hair, fo doth a Chriftians ftrength lie in his holy per- 
formonces, perfumed and prefented by Chrift. Hence his reftleineffe in fecking 
. to 


nithed,,. beh 


Cuar.j. the Prophecie. of + Zachariah. 


to fet a difference, and to breed bate. Hence allo, as the foules. feifed upon Abra- 
hams facrifice, and as the Pythoniffe nicerrupted Pee/ and his company when they 
were praying and well-doing 44. 16.26, 17. foideales hzitill by Gods beft fer- 
vants: and that fometimes fo, that itafter duty, ‘they ::hould put that queftion to 
their own heart; as God did 90 Satan,. Uzde veni? whence comelt thon? it 
would return Satans anfwer,, Ekom compaffing the earthy - ; ge tae 
and Satan| That Adverfar)che devil, as St. Peter, calleth him: the Accufer 
ofthe brethren Rev. 12. 9. that trots betwixt heaven and earth asa treafer, and 
makesa trade of it. Once this name Saras is applyed toan ho'y Angel going 
forthas an adverfary to wicked Balaam, Satans {pelrasn as One calleth him. : 
franding at bes right hand) why there? Becanfe, fay fome, the Accufation was 
astrueas vehement: and fo Satan had theupper hand. For lobna was cloathed 
with filthy garments ver/e 3. and there was caufe enough why his own cloachs 
fhould abhorr him, as Zob hathit chip, 9. 31. what his particular fin objected to 
him by Satan, was, is hard to fay. Some will have it to be one thing, fome ano» 
ther. Itis plain by Ezra 10.18. that {ome of his fonsand allies had taken {trange 
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i i i i ; i harlot to wite, Djal 
ives which he might have hindered; but that himfelf had taken a harlo > Dialog. con. 
W a aftin Marye alkene, is no way likely. 1 fhould (ooner beleeve with Theos Tryphon. 


doret and Sanchez, thatthe finshere alledged by Satan againft /ofbuah and laid to 
his charge were, not fo much his own perfonall fins, as the fins ofthe, whole peo- 
ple: quodammodo ep ae pee ia ene cH in facerdote peccat: for 

leis, after a fort, in the Prieft &c. Cees 
Berg ok) Heb. To Satan yet againft him, to do his kind, by fraftrating his 
prayers andinterceffi ons for the people, by laying his and their fins in his dith, ye 
by laying claime tothem for his. Carried on {till by like hellifh, hatred of Sod 
and his people, he fing that fin againit the holy Ghoft, every moment: As Pliny. 


{peaks of the fcorpion, that there isnot one minute wherein it doth not put forth , 


c Ring. Ourcomfortis, that r. We have an Advocate with the Father 8c. and 
tea ibe eapi peti far oi fins, the Patron as well as Judge of his Saints. 2. thar 
as Satan ftands at our right hand to.moleft usin holy duties, fo do the holy Angels 
ftand thereto withftand him Luke 1. 11. whence it was that the Curtains of the 
Tabernacle were wrought full of Chersbins within and without. 3. That if we re- 
fift the deyill, ftedfaftin the faith, and {trong in the Lord, he will fly from us 
lam. 4. 7. For this.old ferpent, ‘having his head already bruifed and crathed by 
Chrift, cannot fo eafily, thruft in his mortall, fting, unleffe we dally with him: 
and fo lay open our felves unto him., He thall Ant vaine ftrike fire, if we deny 
tinder. „He may knock at the dore,. but if we anfwerhim not at the window he 
cannot He o ee Be Sone d ee Pan : 

Vaka. And the Lord. [aid unto Satan] The Lord Chrift that dyed, Jes rather 
that isrifen againe, Whois even at the right hand of God, who alfo maketh tneerceffiot 
for us, - Who then fhall condemne us.?'_who fhatllay-ought to ourcha ge? who 
fhall feparateus froma rhè Jove of Chritt ? Satan may attempt it, bur an never 
effet ic. .: Weknow:tharwhooever ss: bern of God finneth nor, Se: unio death: tit 
he that ss begotten of Gadkacpeth hinfelf (fc. in thelove of God, looking for the 


mercy of ont Lord Jefus Chrift untoy-eternal life Zad:21. ) and that. Wicked one or 11oh, $. 18. 


that Troubler of the:Saints, toxchésh'him not, viz. ‘with a deadly touch, fo as to 


“v. 


Rom. 8.33. 
34 35. 


poyfon him andundochim. . Chrifius dabifcum, flates ‘The Prince of Perfia cannot Dan, ra. 


ftand fe: Michaelthé King ofSaintsa © © vo uo SE % 

x ig i Forks Seas abe the Lord |] Chrift argueth. not ae cafe 
with Satan,; but cuts:‘him off fhore-with a vehement check and, reproo t; turns 
him ayerta his father.to give himhis‘due, / nhoneft yne snim eft ( faith C ryff ) 
honeftammatronam cum meretrice litigares\ Itis not fi¢fora matrene to {cold wi a 
ftrumper..-’ Admit the-dccufationaystrarues yet it:was malicioufly aud antes oe: 
bly urged, : Doeg fpoke nothing but. truth againt:Dapid and bios ec i lF 
heareth; What halbe given. unto thee? or, what -faall-be done yasto-thee, thou falfe 


13,21 


tongue ? Sharp arrowes of the mighty, that,picrce.'deep, : wound, deadly; With pr. 120.334. 


Coals of Juniper; that Mall burn fierce in. refpect of.thy-felf, and {weer, in regar 
coe or men are: wondrous.well, pleated when fuch; ill members are pu- 
mia coman sa T aT oeae o mata a E i 
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+ 
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eAn Expofition on Cuar.3, 


even the Lord that hath chofen Jerufalem] He chofe her for his loves: and now 
loves her for hischoife. He loveth her and wafheth her with his blood, that he 
may prefent her to himfelf holy and without blemith. Eph.5.26,27. The Per. 
fian maids were firft purified and perfumed,before 4).{werus made his choife Efth.2 
Not fo here: A fountain of free grace is opened for fin and for uncleanneffe to 
the houfe of D.vid and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem Zach. 13.1. And Urarople, 
or the new Jerufalem hath itsfoundation garnifhed with all manner of precious 
ftones, Rex.21. Now the fundation of God: ffudeth fure, fo that the gates of hell 
cannot prevail againft it. Satan muft know that God bath chofen Terufalem, and 
will not cafè away his people which he foveknew. 

is not this a brand pluckr out of the fire] Titio ex igne ereptus? newly fnatcht out 
of the Babylonith furnace : where they have Ing lain among the pots, where th 
have been not. only fullied, but fcorched and halt-burnt : fhould they chen be cruei- 
ly caftagain into the flames, which they have ftrangely fcaped like as the barbarous 
Perfecutours ran Polycarp through the bowels with a fword, when the beafts 
would not devour him, nor the fire burn him. Oras the bloody Papifts in Queen 
Maries dayes, cat the woman of Garnefeys babe again into the fire, that {prang 
and fprawled out of his mothers womb, as fhe was in burning. This was clean 
contrary to that Apoftolical precept, Of forme have compaffion, pulling them out of 
the fire. And far thort of Nebuchzdnezzars pra@ifes, who taking the three wor-: 
thies out of the burning fiery furnace promoted them to great honour and 
offices. ' 

Ferfe 3. Now Fobsah was clothed with filthy garments] The tottered rags ofthe 
old Adam, the nafty filthyneffe and Superfisity of naughtineffe that yet remained in 
him (though in parc regenerate) and intermingled with his beft works. Sinis 
the Devils excrement : it defiles the foul worfe then any jakes cando the body (as 
the Hebrew word here fignifieth, and as our Saviour fhews Mar. 7+ 20. or then 
the Sanies of a pligue-fore doth a garment. Hence chat of the Church, ze are all 
as an unclean thingy and allour righteoufueffes are as filthy rags. And that of Fob, 
If L walh rey felf with [now water, and make my hands never fo clean, yet (hale thos 
plunge me inthe ditch, and mine own cloathes (hall make me to be abhorred, Fob. 9. 
30.31. This is the fame in effect with that of Pasl, I know nothing by my felf, yet 
am I not hereby \uftified : but he that jndgeth me is the Lord : who when he cométo 
turn up the bottom of thebag, asthe fteward did Beniamins, he will manifefè the 
hidden things of darkneffe, finde out our thefts that we dreamt not ‘of, open all far- 
dleson that great fair-day, the day of judgement. Asin the meanwhile, fhould 
Lord but break open that filthy fink of {in that isin the very beft of us, wefhoul¢ 
not onely be lothfome to God Zach. 11.8. and to good men Prov.19.27. bute- 
ven to our own felves alfo, as Fob was ( hap.42. 6. Fudas was not able to abide his 
own ftench Aar.27.4,5. Yea and fome holy men (as Mr. Lever, for one) whea 
they have defired to fee their utmoft uncleanneffe, their corruptions in. the moft 
ugly colours, God hath heard them. Bre yet his hand therewith was fo heavy 
‘upon them, that they went alwayes mourning to their graves ;: and thought it 
fitter to leave it to Gods wifdom to give them a fight of their fins, and to mingle the 


` the potion of forrow, then tobe their own choofers: -See that excellent text 


‘Lob 15.14,15,16. And then ftand aloof with the Leper and: fay, Zam siclean, Lam 
unclean: yet, Lord, if thou wilt thou canft make me clean. =. See «| 
and ftood before the eAngel| His filthy garments: notwithiftanding :: Though we 
cannot fay our heartsare pure, and our performances perfet: yer if we! wallow 
not in fin, allow itnot, if with the daughters of Zion, we ‘look upon. oar: former 
neatneffe as naftineffe, and -fineneffe as filthineffe, if we be imany meafare ‘purged 
‘from the love and liking of fin’ by the [pirit of judgment, and by she forrivof burn- 
‘wing Ifai.4.4.Chrift will neither:abhor our prefence, nor reject our fervicess: laren 
was to bear theiniquity of the holy offerings Exod.28.38. Chrift is this Aaron &c. 
And though there be an inequality of expreflions in duty yxead os inus y yét there 
isa conftancy of interceffion by Chrift propra” nos, for us. woes. 2 A Ra: 
Beis he And he anfwered ard fpake to trofe that Rood before him) 3: eseh the: An- 
vets that waited: upon him.: -Ef autem hoe humeaniths diftwme faich texi12:2Thistis 
Ecken after the manner of men : for properly menare wafhed, peed at faii- 


à ified 


a pli 2 aoa j ian: Ver 


4 . : ' 
Guar}. the Prophecie of Zachariah. 
&iñed by the Merit and Spirit of Chrift alone. t Cor.6.x1. Butthe Lord Chrift 
fpeaketh thus te the created Angels his Minifters ; to fhew ghat He who onely hath 
power to ioe fins, doth yet therein imploy the holy Mminiftery for an inftra- 
ment. See 2 Cor.9.18. and Lob 33.3 3,24. . 

take away the Ẹlihy garments} Thofe fymbols of his finfulneffe, (fee the Note on 
verfe 3. fo his fins were pardoned in hea ven. “But hecaufe it is {mall comfort toa 
condemned perfon tó have a pardon granted him, unleffe he know it, and be-af. 
fured of it : therefore it followeth. l 

aad użto him hs faid behold) By what. thou haft feenin the Angels ftripping 
of thee. : 

Ihave canfed thine iniquities oi paffe frome thee| Tranftali peccatum ashe once 
faid to David, I have taken away thy fin, I have tranferred it upon my felf : {peaking 
to my Father for thee, as once P2ul did to Philemon for his fon Onefimus, rf-be hath 
wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account, Iwill repay it. This-is 
the greateft happineffe that can befal aman in this world Pfal. 32.1,2, and could 
not but be a fingular comfort to thefe poor Jews, prieft and people amidft their ma- 
nifold aflictions. A man chat hath got his pardon is not troubled though he lofe 
his glove, or hankercheife, nor though it fhould prove a rainy day. Being :uftifi- 


ed by faith we glory in tribulation Rom.§.1.3.F eri domino, eri : nama peccatis abloly— 


tus fum, faith Luther : Strike Lord, ftrike, whilethou wilt : my finsare pardoned. 
I thank thee, O Lord (faid Another in his great extremity) for all my pain: and 
Ibefeech thee, ifthou think good, to adde to it an, hundred-fold. But behold a 
further honour ; as mercies feldom come fingle. 

and Iwill cloath thee with change of raiment | i.e. Iwill change thy rags into robes, 
thy ftained clouts into clean cloathing. Thou fhalt bearraied with the righteon{- 
nefe of the funts ‘Rev.19.8. that twofold righteoufneffe, imputed and imparted : 
that of juftification,and this other of fanctification : that as anyndercoat, this as an 
upper : that clean and pure, this white and bright : both muft be had from Chrift, who 
ismade unto us of God not onely wifdone, but righteonfneffe, fanttificatior, and re- 
demption 1 (07r,1.30..2 Cor.5. 19. Surely as our apparrel is nor bred of us, neither 
grows out of our bodies: fo neither doth this change of raiment in the Text. But 
the bleffed Lamb of God cleatheth us with his own fleece, which is long enough 
and large enough to cover all our defects and deformities, and tọ fer us forth to the 


admiration of Angels. As he taketh upon him our fins, fohe puteeth upon us his 


righteoufneffe. This is a bleffed exchange indeed, a fure pledge of our peace with 
him, and with God by him. We read in our own.Chronicles, that Edmund fyrna- 
med Ironfide (in whom England wasloft) and Kzwre the firt Danith King, a£- 
ter many incounters and equal fights, at length imbraced a prefent agreement : 
which was made by parting England between them two, and confirmed by oath 
and Sacrament, putting dn each others apparel and Arms, as a ceremony to ex- 
preffe the Atonement of their minds, as if they had made cranfadion of their per- 
fonseach to other ; Kxsute became Edmund, and Edmund, Knute. Even fuch an 
exchange I may fay of apparrel i betwixt Chrift and the pardoned finner &c. 


p 
- Chrift puts upon his Church his own comlineffe, decks his fpoufe with his own jew- 


els, as Zfaac did ‘Rebecca: cloath her with needle-work, and makes her more glori- 
ous within then E/fher ever was in all her beauty and bravery : rejoyceth over bẹr, 
asthe bridegroom over his bride, yea is ravifht in his love to her, with oze of her 
eyes lifted up to him in prayer or meditation, with one chain of her neck, that chain 
of his own grages in her Cant.4. : : Ea 
‘Verfe 5. And I faid, let them fet afair mitre upon his head} Who faid this ? The 
Prophet, grounding his fpeech on thelaft gracious words of the Angel, taketh the 


` boldneffe to enterpofe this his requeft for the beftowing of the prieflly ornaments 


upon Jofhua, and aceordingly it is.done.. This the prophet knew would be a comfort 
to the whole people, and a confirmation to Jofhuas faith, for the pardon of his fins: 
like as ie was to Peter and the reft of the Apoftles, that Chrift after his refur- 
wn reftored them to their office, after they had all fhamefully forfaken 
im. : : 

ket thems fet a fair mitre upon his head) Not a diadem, as the old Tranflation hath it 
(that’s fora kingshead) much leffea triple crown with the word Myftery (Baby- 
X x2 on 
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lons motto Rev:17.5. ) engraver in it, as Brocard and many other eyc-witneffes 


affirm of the Popes crown but a. Afirre or tiar. | Ithath its name from compafling - 


about, becaufe it invironed the High-priefts head. Ithad a holy crown witlrit 
Exod.29.6. fignifying the Deity and dignity of Chrift. Jt had alfo upon the 
fore-front of it a plate of pure gold with this cxlature, Hlolineffe to rhe Lord. Hence 


it was not lawful for the High -prieft, (fay the Jews) to put off his mitre to whom- . 


foever he met, were he never{fo great a man: lett the name and glory of God 
(whofe perfon he fuftained) fhould feem to fubmit to any living: With this 
Myfterious mitre upon his head, with other prieftly Ornaments and veftments it 
was, that /evander the greatmet the High-priciteladdss (Nephew and fucceffour 
to` Lehofhsah in the text) ashe was masching againft Jerufalem with hoftile intent: 
and adoring that God whofe name was feen written on the golden plate of his 
Mitre, -he entered the city peaceably, offered facrifice in the Temple, as the 
Dan.8.7,20, Priefts directed him, and having feen there the prophefie of Daniel concerning 
arty 13- himtelf, hegranced the Jews many immunities and priviledges, and ‘fo departed. 
bfiphatib Parmenio, one of his favorites, asked him the reafon of his friendly dealing with the 


uCap.vir, Jews, who by denying him help and tribute had highly difpleafed him: He an- 


fwered, that while he was yet in Macedonia, and but thinking of che conquelt 
of Afia, acertain man appeared unto him inthe habit of that High-prieft encou- 
raging him to fet upon the work, and affuring ‘him of good fucceffe therein. 
and the Angel of the Lord] that is Chrift, the Mufler of thefe Ceremonies, the eÈ- 
fect of this Leviticaloffice. `. A i 
Verfe 6. And the Angel of the Lord protefted} Either witb an oath orfome deep 
affeveration,or both ; as 1 Sam.25.26. As the Lord liveth, end as thy foul liveth &c. 
‘Ihe former is an oath, the latter an affeveration or obteftation only, conjoyned 
with that oath. Among the Heathens Ex anims fen fententia was inftead of an 
oath : And rather then {wear or fay more, ina matter of no great moment, Chinius 
the Pychagorean would undergoe a mult of three talents. Others render it 7e/f/- 
fied or called witxeffe upon his words, the Angels and the prophet there prefent, 
for the more affurance. Thus, though Chrifts word be fufficient ( for he is Amex, 
Revi3.td che faithful and true witnefJe) yet for his fervants better fettlement, he hath bound 
. his promifes to them with an oath, and taken heaven and earth to witneffe; which 
is dignatio ftupenda, a wonderful Condefcenfion. 


Verje 7. If thouwitt walk in my wayes, and keep my charge] That is, if thou wilt - 


Lok 6. walk in allthe Commandements (moral) and ordinances (Levitical) bl:meclefe as 
Ad 20.28. holy, Zachary did, and fo approve thy {elf righteous before God, by taring Leed ro 
thy felj firft,and then to all thy flock which is thy charge, the Holy Ghofts depofitum, 
and the purchafe of Chrift’sown blood. Godlineffe is the high-way to happineffe: 
the good old way that hath been ever beaten by all thofe faints, that now finde 
reft to their fouls. The very firft {teps in this way are Repentance from dead 
works, and Faith toward God in Chrift Jefus. By thefe, men return to God 
from whom they have departed : are brought neare to him, and fet in the way 
of his fteps Pfal.85.13. We are his workmanfhtp (faith the Apoftle) created iz 
Chrif Iefus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we [hould walk, in 
them. Eph.2. 10. not without good adv¥ice, and due direction. Eph. 5. 15. Walk 
` circumfpectly, walk by rule and by line, Ga/.6.16. Lift not up one foot till you 
, finde fure footing for the other, as thofe ‘P/.zl.3 5.6. Chriftians, (and efpecially Mi- 
$ nifters) are funambulones, faith Tertullian: if they tread but one ftep awry, they are 
l gone, and may draw many with them. > . 
then thou (halt judge mine houfe, and fhalt alfo keep my courgs\ i.e. Thou fhalt 
rule in my Temple, and wait at mine altar. The Pope and his Prelates catch at 


the former , but let go the later : where Chrift faith Feed my fheep, Bellarmine ` 


faith, the meaning is, Rule Like a king; Baronise, Take to thy felf the fupream govern- 
ment of the ( burch. But a preaching Bithopisa juft wonder among them,.a Vir 
portents, as thofe prieftsin the next verfearecalled. oe 
and Iwill give thee places to walkamone thefe thar fandy] i.e. Among the Sera- 
phims (as the Chaldee here interprets it,) chou fhalt walk arm in arm (as it were) 
with Angels (Mat.22.30. Heb.¥2.22. He feems to allude to the walks and Galle- 
ries that were about the Temple. Heaven is the reward -of walking in the ibe 
that 


thħatis called Holy: thé end of mens faith, the falvation of their fouls. Chrift 
tellsus that in his Fathers houfe are many manfiens for us, foh. 14.2. (fuch as 
have farre better gardens: and Galleries chen Mahomet fondly promifeth his fword- 
men in his fools-paradife) And it is a part of his joy, that we thal! one day bee 
where he is; attended with innumerable Angels, Joba 17. 24. who will Le 


- ‘glad of our company. How much berter-caufe have we then that Heathen co cry 


out, O preclarim diem, cumad illad animorum concilinm cætumgue preficifcar: Cie. de fe- 
© cum ex hac turba © colluvione difcedam, oc. O whata brave and, bright kesine. 
day will chat be, when'wee fhall go to thac Congregation-houfe of bleffed ipi- 

rits: and walk no longerin the way of this world, which is ( like the land of 

Chabul ) dirty and dangerous, like the vale of Siddim, flimy , and flippery, 1 Sam 2. 
full of lime-pits, and pitfalls, fnares and ftumbling-bloċks , laid by Satan to 

maime, or mifchieveus! O happy they that walk humbly with God, who keep- 

eth the feet of his- Saints, and hath charged his Angels to bear them up in their 

hands, left they dafh their feet againft a ftone! This whiles they are here: and Pfal.oo.12, 


‘when they go hence, to convey them thorow the air (whereof the devil is the 


prince ) as chorow the encmies countrey, into the heavenly habitations : and there 
to entertain and welcome them with {weeceft varieties, felicities, eternities, fitter to 
be beleeved then poffible to be expreffed. ; as , 
Verfe 8. Hear now, O Iofbua the high Pricff | Hear á fermon of Chrift, the 
Fountain of allthis mercy beftowed upon thee, and yet further promifed unto 
thee. Hear for thy felf, hear for thy whole Society. Thon and thy fellows, thy 
fellow-friends; the reft ofthe pricfts, thy fellows in fervice, though inferiour in 
Office ( for there was a fubordination of /priefts, both before the T emple, Nam 3. 
and 1 Chron..23. 4, $. ane seh the Temple, 2 Chron. 35-8, 9.) Types alfo of 
Chrift, and partakers of the benefit, 1 Tim. 6. 2. l 
for they men eae at _] Erant omnibus prebrofi, faith Calvin, They de- 
parted from evil, and thereby made themfelves a prey, Efay 50. 15. they were 
for fignes and for wonders in Ifrael; E/zy 8. 18. hiffed and hooted at, Pfal. 71.7. 
as thofe that affected to be fingular, and feraphicall, They think ic ftrange, faith 
Saint Peter to his holy converts, shat yos run not with them co the fame exceffe of 
riot: {peaking evill of you, as if you were no betrer then mad-men, Elay 59. 15. 
robb’d of your right minds,as the word fignifieth. itis a French proverb, He that ? 
woald have his neighbours dog hang’d, gives out that he is mad. The primitive per- 
fecurours ufed to put Chriftians into bears and dogs skins, or ugly creatures, and 
then bait them: fo graceleffe perfons put the faints of God into ugly conceits, 
look upon thenras ftrange creatures, and chen {peak and act againtt them. In our 
wretched dayes ( as the Turks coune all fools to be faints, fo ) people account ail 
‘faints to be fools ; and the more zealous among them moniters and milcreants. AS Holy State, 
for Athanafits, and Marcellus who have impiouily blafpheimed againit God, and 
have lived as wicked mifcreants, and are thereupon caft out of the Church, and còn- 
demned, we cannot receive them to the honour of Epifcopacy, faid thofe fourtcore 
Bifltops in the mock-Synod of Sardis. And Bede teftifieth of che ancient Brit- 
tains immediatly before their deftruction by the. Saxons, that they were come to 
that height of wickedneffe, as to caft reproach upon the profeffours of religion, 
asupon the worft of men. Doth not Saint Paul fay as much,'1 Cor. 4.9. Weare 
made a theatre, or are fet uponthe {tage for a laughing-ftock uncothe world, and 
and to men, &c ? BP at 
7 Pn I will bring forth my fervant the BRANCH. The famethat grew 
out of the root of Jefe, when that goodly family was funk 10 low,-as. from David 
the King, to Jofeph the Carpenter. See Efay 4.2. and OED and’ 45. 8:, and 
53-1. ler. 33. 15, where the Chaldee for Brasch rendreth'it „Mefjiah, as here als 
fo hedoth: And fome have obferved thar themagh, a Branch, is by tranfpofition 
of letters, the famewith Aafciach, Mefiias: Samech and t{ade, being neer akin; 
and of the fame found almoft. 4 fervant Chrift is called by redfon of his Media- 
torfhip, taking upon him the form of a fervant ; yea, of a faulty, fervant that was 
to bebeaten: yea, that being cruelly beaten was brought forth: to the péople 
with an Ecce horso, Behold che man. ` Behold, faith God here, J: will bring. = Joh.rs.s. 
‘ ` XxX 3 - om 
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my fervant the Branch = bring him forth, out of the bofom of his Father, out of 
the womb of his Mother, out of the types of the Law, &c. 

Verfe 9.. Fer bebold the flene, &c. | Another title given to Chrift, who isthe 
foundation and chief corner-ftone of his Church ; and another Behold, prefixed as 
a {tarry Note, or asa hand pointing to a remarkable matter. All the Prophets 
pointed to Chrift, who istherefore called, the Branch, the Stone, &c. that in thefe 
creatures ( every where obvious) asin fo many optick, glaffes, wee may fee him, 
and be putin eontinual| remembrance of him; It being as neceflary to remember 
Chrift, as to breathe, faith a Father. See Pfal. 118. 22. Efay28.16. 1 Pet 2. 
6,7,8- j 

i ha I have laid, and that Iwill engrave The Church is Gods bsilding, and we 
are his workmanjhip, his artificiall manufa@ure, created in Chrift Jefus unto good 
works: there being not fo much ofthe glory of God in all his works of creation 
and providence, as in one gracious action chat a Chriftian performeth. As forthe 
glorious work of our redemption «by Chri, it wasa plot of Gods own contri- 


ving, a fabrick of Gods own erecting : it was the Lords own doing, and it is juftly’ 


marvellous in our eyes. i 

Upon one ftone fhal be feven eyes | That is, Chrift fhall draw all eyes and hearts 
to him: asthe ftones of the Temple did the Difciples eyes, Mar. 24.2. and Mar. 
13. 1. Maker, fay they to Chrift, fee what manner of ftones, and what buildings 
are here. Thus fome {ence it. 1 fhould rather by thefe fiven eyes underitand the 
Spirit in his feverall operations upon Chrift, as Ejay 11.2. for he received not the 
Spirit by meafure, as others ; but had as much of it asa creature could poflibly 
have. See the Noteon Rev.1. 4. where the holy Ghoft, for his manifold good gifts 
and perfect givings, iscalled The feven Spirits; like as he is alfo ftiled rhe (even 
golden pipes, Zech. 4. 2,3, There are that by thefe feven eyes upon one fione, 
underftand the Providence and Wifdome of Chrift in the Government of his 
Church. Hee is indeed, as One faith éatieaau@, All-Eye, Sic fpectat univerfos 
quafi fingulos: fic fingulos quafi folos; like a well-drawn picture hee eyeth all. 
Chrift as heisa divsag, fo he isalfoa looking ftone: he looketh ac the miferies and 
matters of his Church, and faith as once, J have Seen, 1 have fien the afflsttions of 
my peoplein Egypt, &c. 

Behold, I will engrave the graving thereof] Hea celature dona œ Pigmata 
Chrifti reprefentant, faith A Lapide. Thefe gravings reprefent the gifts and wounds 
of Chrift, in allufion to the polifhed corners of the Temple. Calum dilem eft 
quod colatuns, id eff fignatum fideribus, faith Varro.- Heaven hath its name in Lae 
tine from its being enameled and befpangled with gliftering ftarres, as with cmi- 
ous workmanfhip, or coftly furniture. OF the third heaven, the habitation of 
Saints and Angels, God is faid to be by a fpecialty the builder and maker, or (as 
the Greek hath it ) the cunning Artificer, and publike Archite&. A great deal of 
skill and workmanfhip he laid out upon it: but nothing fo much as upon the Hu- 
mane nature of Chrift, wherein, asin a Temple, dwelt all the fulneffe of the God- 
head bodily that is, perfonally, by vèrtue of the Hypoftaticall Union: For the 
Word was made flee, and dwelt amongst us, and Wwe beheld his Slory ( the -glory as 
of the onely begotten of the Father ) full of grace and truth, full, full to the very 
brimme, full with a double fulnefle. Vafis c Forts, of the Veffell, andof the 
Fountain. Henee, He was fairer ( much fairer, double fairer (as the Original! im- 
porteth ) then the fonnes of men, fe. with the beauty of wifdome and holineffe: 
grace Was poured into bis dips, God had anointed him with the oil of gladneffe above his 
fellows, Pfal. 45. 2,17. The Prieftsin the Law were confecrated firk with oil, 
compounded and confected of diverfe precious {pices : fo was Chrift with gifts and 
graces of the Spirit, 4.10.38. and 4.27, Efay 61.1. not by meafure, as we are, 
Ephef. 4.7. but without meafure,-as much as a finite nature was capable of; par- 
ticularly; he was furnifhed and-polithed wieh. wifdome, as a'Prophet, againft our 
ignorance ; with:holineffe, asa Prieft, againit our. guile ; and with power, as a King, 
againft our corruptions:. Thefe and al! other endowments, he-had well heapt, pref- 
fed down, and running over, poured into his:hofome. Next, as the Prietts nnder 
the Law were alfo confecrated with blood, :fa was the Lord Chrift with his om 

blood, 


etic” E: ea i 


the Prophecie of Zachariah. 

blood, when his Father engraved him with graving ; or, as the Hebrew hath it here, 
opened him with opening inhis bloody pafiion, baptized him in his own blood, 
ftewed him in his own broth, as it were ; when ina cold winters-nighe hee fwear 
great clods of bleod; which thorow clothes and all fellto the very ground. When 
after this they digged his hands and his feet, Pfal. 22. 16. and made his heart 
melt in the middeft of his bowels, verfe 14. Wounded he was in the head, to 
cure our vile imaginations : In the hands, to expiate our evil a@ions : in the heart, 
and feet, for our bafe affections, and unworthy walkings. Tormented he was for 
our tranfgreffions, brusfed for our iniquities, the chaftifement of our peace was 
upon him, tasguam pulcherrima corporis calatura, and by his ftripes or bloody 
wails, we were healed. Adam fignifieth Man, re ~earth, or Bloody. Chrift was 
Man in his Incarnation, -and bloody all over in his paflion. “ This death of Chrift 
“ therefore look on (faith Mafter Bradford Martyr ) asthe very pledge of Gods 
“ dear love towards thee: fee the very bowels of it as inan Anatomie. See,Gods 
“hands are nailed, they cannot ftrike thea; his feet alfo, he cannot runne from 
“thee: his arms are wide open to embrace thee; his head hangs down to kiffe 
“thee: his very heart is opcn, fo that therein look, nay even fpie, and thou thats 
fce nothing therein but love, love, love to thee, &c. 


* 


Cernis wt in toto corpore fculptus amor. 


and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day] I wil remove, i. e. 
remit and pardon, the iniquity, both guilt and punifhment. Of that land, 
i. e, Of the Church, that pleafant land, more dear to God then all the earth 
befides. In ome day, i. e. together and at once, fuddenty and inan inftant. See 
Efay 66. 8: å 

Verfe 10. In that day, faith the Lord of hofs, fall yee call, ee.) i. e. Yee 
fhallhave peace, Regionis & Religionis. of countrey and of confcience. Chriftus 
auferet iniquitatem, afferet pacem, Chrift, as he faveth his people from their 
finnes ; fo from the hands of them that hate them. When this Prince of peace 
was born, inthe dayes of Auguftus, Univerfa gentium: erat ant pax, ast paétio: 
there was a generall either peace, or triice among all Nations. And this man foal 
be the peace, when the Affyrian fall come into the land—thys foall be deliver ts 
from the Affyrian, oc. Mic. 5. 5,6. But behold a better thing: This Shiloh, 
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this Tranquillator, Pacificator, by removing iniquity, creaceth peace of confci- ` 


ence: like as after Jonah was caft over-board, the fea became calme. Of the 
enereafe of his government and peace there fhall be no end, Efay 9.7. Where 
Chrift ruleth thereis peace, peace, Blay 26. 3. thavis, perfect, fheer, pure peace, 
with God, our felves, and others: and the more Chrifts government inċreafeth in 
the foul; the more is peace renued, continued, multiplied. Great peace have all 
they that love thy Law, and nothing foall offend them, faith David. And thou 
baft been a firength to the poor, a refuge from the ftorm, a fbadow from the héat, 
&c. ( Efay 25.4.) better theri that of the broad-leaved Vine: and fig-tree, very 
cooling and comfortable in thofe hot countreys. See this in righteous Noah: who 
being juftified by faith, had peace with God, and therefore was medijs tranquillus 
in undis. How fecurely doth he ride out that uproar of heaven, earth, and waters ! 
He hears the pouring down of rain above his head, the fhrieking of men, the bel- 
lowing of beafts on both fides him, the raging and threats of the waves under him. 
He faw the miferable thifts of diftreffed unbeleevers, & in the mean time fits quietly 
inhis dry cabbin, not feeling, nor fearing evil. How happy a thing is pardon of 
finne, and peace with God! what a quiet fafety, what an heavenly calme doth it 
lodge inthe foul ! what earneft pantings, and-ftrong affections to the falvation of 
others. Ye fall call, oc. oats a 
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Verfe 1, A the Angell that ralked with me} See the Note on chap. i. ver 
came again | After fome abfence, asit may feem: anda new vif ; 

on or revelation received from God to be imparted to the Prophet. 

and waked me as a man that is wakened cc. | lt fared with the Prophet f not 
with{tanding the former vifions )as witha drowfic perfon: who though aa 
kened and fet to work, isready to fall afleep at ic. So Petery James, and John 
(thofe pillars as they are called Gal. 2. ) fellafleep ac their very prayers Mat 26, 
40. fuch dull metal are the beft men made of: and fo weak is the fieth be the 
{pirit never fo willing; fo ill-difpofed is our moft noble and immortal pare the 
foule, to fupernall and fupernaturall employments. Meditation and prayer are 
the creatures of the holy Ghoft /wde 20. and that we may not run out into extras 
vagancies; or put up yawning petitions, we muft watch and pray Mat. 26. 41 
yea watch while we are praying, meditating &c. againft corruption within (the 
fin that doth fo eafily befet us Heb. 12. 1. )and temptations without whether 
from the world ( the tHings whercofare fo neer us and fo naturall to us J or from 
g the devill who isever butieft with che beft (as fliesare with {wect-meats ) and 
with the beft part of their beft performances, as inthe end of their prayers, when 
the heart nave a up it felf with moft comfort. A 

Ferfe 2. What {eft thon ? | The fight was already in fight. b 
had nor feen ity or notedit, ifthe Angel had not fired him io to it. sepa 
give us not fight as well aslight, ifheinlighten not both Organ and Objet too; 
if he fhinenot into our hearts togive us the light of the knowledge of himfelfin 
the face of Jefus Chrift; feeing we fhallfec, but not pereeive ; with Hagar, we 
fhall not be able to difcern the fountain that is juft before us. i ? 

I have looked Carefully viewed the fight. It is expected wt acti agamus: that 


having a talent of grace we trade withit, that our will, which at firft converfion’ 


was mecrly paflive fhould be afterward a&tive : that we whi 7 
neffe, but now arc light in che Lord, fhould walk as children of tebe bees Si 

behold a candleftick’| that is the Church, as Rev, 1.20. z 

all of Gola\ pure gold as the Candleftick in the Tabernacle Exed, 25. 31. whi 
is therefore called the pure CandIcltick Lev. 24. 4. Exod. p I. 3. peat 
the Churches purity in doétrine and manners. Chry/oftome that golden Preacher 

ş teftifieth of fome Saints in his time, that they were puricres cælo, purer then the 

vifible heaven. Her Naxarites were purer then the driven [now, whiter then milk, 
ruddier then rubies, their polining was of Saphire Gc. Lam. 4.7. i , , 

with a bowle) Heb. gullah an oyle-gla/s, or oyle-crufe; a hollow round veflel 
quod pariter Latine recle gulam appellas faith a Lapide ; which you may not unfirly 
call a gullet or throat : for as the throat receiveth the food and tranfinitteth itto 
the tomach: fo did this veffel receive the oyle to be tranfmitted to the lamps. It 
figured Chrift ia whom it pleafed the Father thatall fulnefle fhould dwell Cott, IQ. 
for the Churches ufe Ioh. 1. 16, and 3, 34. ] 
_ and hisfeven lamps thereon) fignitying the manifold graces and diverfity of gifts 
in the Church by the fame {pirit of Chritt 1 Cor, 12.4, 6. For of his fulnetfe weall 
receive grace for grace lob. 1. 16. ; 

and feven pipes tothe feven lamps) Heb. fevenand feven, that is, fevenl fay 
fiven, by the figure Anadiplofis faith Sandins. - This is.a better gloffe then that of 
thole that fay the Hebrew textis.corrupted; as having two fevens for one. Thefe 
feven pipes you muft imagine to bedn the bottome of the bowle, to diftribute the 
oyle to each lamp; the grace of Jefus Chriftto each Chriftian, that he may fhine 


Phil. 2.18.16» asa lamp or luminary in the world, hold.ng forth the word of life, asthe hand 


dorh the, torch, or the watch-tower the light, and fo the haven to weather- 

beaten Mariners. 
Verfe3. And two Olive-trees by it} The two chief branches whereof through 
the two golden pipes empty the golden oyle outof themfelves ocr. 12. thətis, the 
{pirit 


. 


peni ion A 
C HAPA- the Prophecie‘of Zachariah. 
tpirit of grace infufeth all precious graces ( mach more precious then gold that 
perifheth, though it be tried in the fire ) into the Church. Hence grace iscalfed 
the fruits of the Spirit; Gal. 5. 22. yea Spiri, 25- Danaus his Note here is, 
though from thefe two olive trees there was continuall oyle powred into that bur- 
ning candleftick that it fhould never dry up or be put out, yetare not thefe olives 
faid tq be preffed by ary man, which notwithftanding ‘amongft us, mutt ‘needs 
after an ordinary manner be doffe, that the oyle may flow or run from them. Nei- 
theris this oyle faid to flow, nor’ with toyle and labour to be carried from one 
part or place inito ariother, that there may be alwayes oyle for the candleflick + but 
there ftand thefe olive trees.gr8wing, and dropping down oyle into the Bowle, 
and this of themfelves, without the help or fervice of any men or oyle-mills: to 
thew, faith Another Interpreter, that Gods grace only is fufficient for his Church, 
to repaire aid maintaine the fame without all other meanes, again{t all oppofition 
ofman: and this is the Scope of this vifion. l 
Verfe 4. What are thefe, my Lord] Or, Sir; which Englith word comes from 
Cyrus, the Perfian word for a Lord or great Prirce, asH. Srephazus will have it: 
Others fetch it from xPO authority, or We@ a Lord, and fo the word Adoni in 
the textis ufually rendred. Others think our word Sir, comes from the French 
Sieur, whence Monficur my Lord: asthe word Lord from the old Saxon Lafird 
which commeth of Laef to fuftaine: like as the Hebrew Adonai ftom Edenafoun- 
dacionor pillar, that fuftaineth the whole building. Ic is written, fometimes with 
Camets or long Aintheend, and then itis proper to God (as having the vowels 
of Jehovah ) and isgivėn to him 134. times inthe old Teltament., Sometimes it 


is written with Rathach or fhore A, and then itis applied to the.creatures, as here , 


tothe Angell: Hinc Hifpanorum Don, faith Drafins. j j J 

what are thefe| The Prophet had been before ‘warned by the Angell to behold 
and heed the vifion. This he had done, and yet was to feck of the fenfe and mea- 
ning of ic: asa man may look ona trade and never fee the myftery ofit: or look 
on the hand-diall; and never underftand the curioys clock-work within. None 
can underftand the myfterie of Chrift, but fuchas have the mind of Chrift 1 Cor. 
2.7, 11, 16. fuchasare fpiritually rationall, and rationally {pirituall: fuch as 
are taght of God, and condutted by his fpiric into all truth fob. 16. 13. Noun- 
derftandirig of Gods riddles, but by plowing with his heifer, as I may fay. This 
the Prophethere knew : and therefore applies himfelftothe Angell for informati- 


on: fo did Daniedchap. 8.15. fee chap. 9. 22 : cs : 

Verfe 5. Knoweft thon not What thefe be? | Thus preparation is made to the 
enfuing interpretation of the vifion by this dialogue ; that we might give better 
heed to that manifold wifdome of God made known to and by the Church : 
wherein the very Angels themfelves are great ftudents , and daily proficients. 
Decent proficiendo, G docendo proficiunt. The'bek of men know not fo much as 
they might have known. Are ye alfo ignorant of thefe things ? (faith our Saviour 


tothetwelve) ave ye alfo without underfianding? Mat. 15. 16. what? kaow ` 


you not GË, {even feveral times in One chapter 1 Côr. 6. And bow doth the Apo- 
Mle fhent and fhame his Hebrewes for their dulngile and doltifhneffe Heb. 5. x2.. 
It was expectef, it {eems, by the Angel here, that Zachery a Malter in Mfracl 
fhould have known more then he did, ofthe méaning of this candleftick, by 44o- 
feshisancient candleftick. -For the godly of thofe times did not beleeve thofe 
rites andceremonies ofthe law did of themfelves pleafe God, or thatthey were 
dumb fhewes and infignificant Heb. 9. But they acknowledged them to be figures : 
the truth and fignification whereof was tobe tought in Chrift. The ceremomall 
law was indeed their Gofpell. Bie Ate 6 aun meee 

dzd I faid, Nomy Lord} An ingenious confeffion of his ignorance : and this 
was far better then to plead for it ( as. many now-adayes ) or to peri more skill 
then he had: that he might at leaft feemito be fome body. /exorantians meam 
xon ignoro, faith Origen. Though I know little elfe, yet this 1 know, that it is 
burt little that I know. Andnotonly in innumerable other things am Pignorant, 


faith Aufin; buteven inthe very Scriptures alfo, my chief ftudy,’ miro plurat 


nt{cioquans fcio, Tam to feek of many more things then {underftand. _ Surely, 
aith Agar, Lam more bratifo then any man, and ycthe had commerce with ae 
are 
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An Expofaion on 
and Ucal ver. 1. and have not the underflanding of a man, fc. of aman in Chrif. 
I neither learned wifdome ( though taught it) zor have’ the knowledge of the holy, 
that is ofthe Angels, as Dan. 4, 13,17. and 8. 13. Zachary here faw himfelf 
farr fhort of che holy angel that talked with him; and thercfore defireth to be 
taught by him. : i 

Ver{e6. This isthe Word of the Lord) that is, this Hicroglyphique containcs 
the mind of Godinit.” This is the interpretation ofghe vifion, neither fo concife, 
nor obfcure, ut Ocdipo fit opus (as a Lapide after Ribera here faith ) that it can 
hardly be underftood. For who feeth not by the oppofition here made between 
humane helpand divine, thatin building and beagrifying his Church with fafery 
and falvation God will make bare his own holy arme ; and do the work alone; 
or by the weakeft meanes againft the ftrongeftrefiftance? Thus then have we 
(faith an Interpreter ) in three words the fcope of this whole vifion. Thatas the 
making and maintaining of this Candleftick and his Lamps, was without theart 
and cunning of man by means fupernatyrall ; fo Gods {pirit without and above alf 
humane helps, fhould fuffice for the recdification and prefervation of the materiall 
Temple, and true Church. vate 

` unto Zorobabel] The Tirfoata or chief magiftrate Ezra 2..63. called alio (as 
it is thought Shesbazzar, Ezra 1. 8. He wasatype of Chrilt: to whomalfo 
God the Father here fpeakcth concerning his church to be gathered by the preach- 
ing ofthe Gofpell, ` : 
not by might, ‘nor by firength, | as Mahomet in the Eaft, andthe Spaniard in the 
Indies: but by the power of his {pirit that great Wonder-worker, whereby the 
people fall undtr him P/al. 45. 5- and ftrong holds are cat down before him 
2Cor. 10. 4. as once thewalles of Jericho. ‘Thus he wmwalled all the children of 
Seth Num. 24. 17. viz. by the foolifhnefie of preaching : and thus heftill rideth 
upon his white horfes,his Minifters, conquering andto conquer. Rev. 6. 2. Bria 
taniorum inacceffa Romanis loca Chrifto fubdita funt. The Romanes conld never 
fubduethis Nation: but Chrift could. The Germans and other Weftern peo- 

t pleembraced the Chriftian religion in the yeer 772, when the Mahomitan impiety 

wafted the Eaft. Gods fpirit is irrefiftible, compared to the wind /ob, to a migh- 
ty rufhing wind Aé. 2. -that bearesallbefore it, therefore called a fpirit of pow- 
er2 Zim. 1. 7. of counfeland of might Efay 11. 2, and therefore here fitly op- 
pofed to an army, and to the arme of fiefh, to all humane power and _pol:cy what{o- 
ever, though the gates of hell come to their help: . 


Cuar4. 
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not by might nor by frength cc: } Thefe two words fome take tobe Synonymas; - 


Merccr faith that the former fignitietle ftoutand noble acts: the later importeth 


power and faculty of doing thofe acts; and is the fame that dweuls in Greek. _ 


By the Spiri of God we ac to underftand his power, providence, and Grace 
2Thef. 2. 8. If, 11. 4. &c. whereby he helpeth his ‘people witha little ‘help 
Dan, 11. 34. that through weaker meanes, they may fee his greater ftrength. 
Thus he helped David againft Goliath, and the Ifrachtes againft the Philiftines of- 
ten: but efpecially then, when unarmed they marched with their Qjngs, and 
plow-ftaves, and hooks, and forks, and other inftruments of their husbandry, 
againft a mighty and well-furnifhed enemy, and returned laden both with arms 
and victory. Sometimes againe, God helpeth his without any vifible help, as 
when he deftroyed Sewacherib’sarmy byan Angel, {wept away Sifera’s army by the 
Ann. 394. Tiver Kifon, andthe Saracens and Perfiansby the river Euphrates, in the dayes of 
Alfted. Chro-; Theodofins, ( {mitten with a Panick terrour, they ran headlong into the river, and 
nal. p. 300. } were drowned, to the number ofan hundred thoutand ) for whom alto the winds 
fought inthat famous battleagaint AZaximus; asboth winds and waves did for 


Aug. de Civ. 7 AE i ; 
Dei lib.s,  USagainft the invincible navy. The Churchalone deferveth tobc ftited invincible, 
cap. 26. that hath the Lord of Hofts to be her Champion, who hath armies above, and 


_ armies beneath ( as the Rabbines well obferve ) 2. gencrall troopes, as his horfe 
Pipa and foot, ready preft; Legions of Angels, Millions of other creatarese The cur- 
shelorh. taines of ke Tabernacle embroidered with Cherubims fignified the fervice and pro- 

rour the Moon(as the Canonifts ftile them ) yetthe Sun muft not {mite the 
Church by day, nor the Moon by night: bnt the ftarrs in their coarfes muft fight 
"again 


tection of the Church by the Angels.. Let -the Pope be the Sun, and the Empe- ` 


Garg. the Prophecie of Zachariah. 


againft Sifera,and both the Popes bull, and the Emperours thunderbolt tend ex- 
ceedingly to the furtherance ofthe Reformation begun by Luther. Whereupon 
Seulretws makes this obfervation, Ecce tibi adimpletum Pfalmicum illad Pfal. 54.3. 
Behold that ofthe Pfalmift made good. He (hall ferd from heaven and fave us 
from the reproach of him that would {wallow us up. Selah. God {hall fend forth his, mer- 
cy and his truth. He fhall: but when will he, may fome fay? Firft when his people in 
diftceffe cry aloud, Z came for thy word Dea.10.12. He willcome, but hewill have 
his peoples prayers lead him. Secondly, when his enemies blafpheme and infule , 
faying, Where is now their God 2 when Rabfhakeh ( a Renegado Jew , asthe Rab- 
bins report him) fhalljear at IHezek)ahs prayers as an empty bufineffe, an airy 
Nothing, as words of the lips onely; whereas counfel and ftreagth are for the war (thus 
fome read that text Efay 36.5.) Thirdly when the che Church is at loweft, and all 
feems loft and defperate : when the enemy is above fear, and the Church below 
hope; when fhe is talking ofher grave, like Ifrael at the red fea: then is Gods fea- 
fon to fet in ; itis his glory to help at a dead lift,to begin where we have ma over, 
to relieye thofe that are forfaken of their hopes, to come when we can fcarce finde 
‘faith spon the earth : God fees when the mercy will bein feafon.When his people 
are‘fow enough, and the enemy high enough, then ufually appears the Churches 
morning-ftar : then Chrift came leaping and skipping over the mountains of Berber; 
all impediments that might feem to hinder, (as {ins of his people, oppofitions of his 
enemies)and make the Churches mountain to be exalted above all mountains, mofe- 
hils in comparifon of her. 22 
Verje 7. who art thon O great mount.in?) So the enemies feemed to them- 
felves, fer aloft, and overtopping the low and poor eftate of thofe feeble Jews, as 
they called them Neh.4.2. But the Virgin daughter of Zion defpifeth them here, 
and laugheth them to feorn : fhe fhaketh her head at them, and faith, whom haft 
thou reproached and blafphemed: &e ? It is good for thee to meddle with thy 


Efay 37.22, 


match, and not to exalt thy felfagainft the holy One of Ifrael, who is more gori- Pial. 6.4550 


rious and excellent then thofe mountains of prey. 


$ ate. z AF x Jers t.25. 
The fous*hearted are fpoiled, they pastes 


have flept their fleep (fuch as Sifera did) and sone of. the men of might have found cated a deo 
their Jad: when once they fell into the punifhing hands of the living Cod. He ging sais 


will foon level thefe lofty mountains. 


- tainf ated 


they (hall bzcome a plain’ A champiagne that before feemned’ unpoffible,iinaccelfible. upaa TOR 
Chrifts enemies fhall be in that place tharis fitteft for them,the loweft; that is, the Ial ad lay 


foot Pool of € brifts when che. Church, as it is the i ae ii Gods love and favour, fò je low .nough; 


fhall it be highelt in it felf Gasdeo quod. Chri, 


us Dominiss eft : aliogui totus def- 26. 


persffem, writes Miconins to Calvin upon the view of the Churchs enemies, Glad I Melch.Ad.? 


am that Chrift reignes : for elfe I had been utterly hopeleffe. O pray, pray faith 
another Sint :for che Pope of Rome, and his Conventicle of Trent are hatchin 
ftrange bufineffes. The corsfort is that he that fitceth in heaven feeth them £ the 
Lord above hath them ia derifion. Fori» the thing wherein they deal. proudly, God 
is above hejn : and his will hall ftand when they fhail dung the earth with their 
dead carcaffes. Sciar Cel(iindo Tua $c. Let your Highneffe know (faith Luther in 
a letter to the Duke of Saxony) that things are otherwife ordered in heaven then 
they are.at Ausborough : where the Emperour Charlsthe fitt had made a dected 
to roorout the Reformed religion out of Germany. But foon after, the Turk 
broke into Hungary, and: the borders of Germany: fo that Cefar had fomewhat 
elfe to do then to perfecute thé Proteftants: So the primitive perfecutours fondly 
infcribed upon the publike pillars Deleto. Chriftianorum nomine Gc. that they had 
blotted out the name of Chrift and his religion from-under heaven : but this they 
could never effect with all the power ofthe whole Empire. They found and 
complained. that the Charch might be faken and norfhivered : cacti non excn- 
ti as2 Corg.8,9., pent funt Martyram çineres, the very afhes of the Martyrs, 
were fruitful, and their blood prolifical. The Church conquers even whén fhe is con-. 
quered.:.as gar overcame as well by patience as by. power. The people of 
Rome (faith Op Ebey loft many ba 

were never overcome ina fet war: at the long run ‘they crufhed all their ene- 
mies. Bellarmine fomewhat boafteth’ the like, of the Church 6f Rome, chat. the 
Was never worfted imany fet battel by the Proteftants. Butifhehad lived till 


pe) fepe pr. alio vittas, nunquam bellos they loft many battels, bug sa: >. ve 


Hk 


were lee ee 


CHAP.. = the Prophecie of Zachariah. 529 


te P : 
ignorant of that famous Fellum Huffiticum as they called it in Germany, and ch The diftruftful Jews began to defpife thofe {mall beginnings of a building : and to j z 
many fields foughtand won by the Huguenots in France &c. And if dan time delpair of ever iceing it perfected, by reafon of thole mountains of oppofition they 
the Church lofe the day, Vitta tamen vincet. Chrift hath his ftratagems. as Fofh al mer with, and thought they fhould never dig down or get over. -The work fhall be 
had at Ai: he feems fometimes to retire, that he may return with greater dione done faith God, and Zersbdubel , how unlikely foever, hall do it. Beleeve the 
tage’Certain itis, he will rhrefh the mountains and beat them fmal before his Foto: ‘prophets, ana ye jbl profper. It fhall never be faid of Zorobabel, as ofthe foolifh 
babels: he will make the hills as chaff, E/ay 41.15. 2 huilier TL mu began; but could woe fiaith: Oras an out-lander feeing Chrift- Luke 14. 39. 
and he fhall bring forth the head-ftone thereof with fhomings {ay ing, Grace, Grace church in Oxford, faid of it, Egregenm opas : Cardinalis ifte inftitsit Collegium, © ab- Rod, Guatthe. 
uzto it} i- e. He fhall hold out to lay the very laft ftoné of this new buildine with jotai clirio A pretty piece or Work ! A colledge begun, and a kitchin finifhed. 
joy, and with general acclamations and wel-wifhes. There was a promife forit iz was God that fer Zerubbabel! awork: and He doth not ufe do things to halves. He 
long before Ef+y 44.28. This Zorobabel was not ignorant of: as neither of that is lp and Ovsezt, the Beginner and Ender, the Author and Finifher, 7/eb.12.1. 
which followeth Ch<p.45.1,2.that,for che effeting of rhat promife, God would go Lam confident of this very thiag , faith ‘Puzl, that he chat hath begun a good work, 
before him to make the cracked place fircight, tø breakin pieces the gires of braffe E st yout wil perform zt Pial.1.6. And finfi is he that culleth yor, who alfo w.ll do it 
cut in funder the bars of iron,i. e. to take away all rubs and impediments. There it rj hef.5.24- And, che Lord will perfect that which concerneth me (faith David) for- 
the like promife in the New Teftament, and it may be a fingular incouragement to foke act be worlkof chine own bands, Pfl13°.8. Leos upon the wounds of thine 
thofe that goon to build the tower of Godlineffe, to prepare a tabernacle intheir hands,and defpiie not the works of thine hands, faid Queen Elizabeth. Thus if 
hearts for the holy One of Ifrael, chat he may dwell in them and walkin them Gc. the mien pray in the holy G bojt sheep themfelves iz the love of Ged, stad look for rhe mercy of 
gates. of hell fhall never prevail againft tbem fith Chrift, as another Sampfon hath oar Lord Jefi Chet? unio creraal life, they foll be builded spin their moft holy fik, detect 
flung them off their hinges, hath deftroyed the Devils works. and land theta : whereby Chrift fall dwell in their hearts, as in his holy Temple. 
ftone of bis fpiritual cemple with fhouting faying, Grace, grace, unto ie Them = and show bei kgow\ Thou Zachary fhalt know, that the Lord of [Lofts hath fens 
ningis, faith an interpreter, thatthe Angels, the faithful, and all creatures ae me} His Angel as his Internuncio. See Lek; 1.19. Or thou Zerabbatel fhalt know, 
joycing at Chrifts kingdom eftablifhed in the world, fhal! defire God the Father that L Z.scsery come notto thee of mine own minde, but on Gods meflage, and 
Diodar. to heape all manner of blefling and happineffe uponit: See Pfiz/.118,26. Or the am therefore to be beleeved. When hed told Egios he had a meffage from God, 
fhall acknowledge and preach, chat the Father hath laid up in im all e oe though he were an heatben and a fat unweildy man, he ftood up to receive it Fide. 
_ fures of his, grace and gifts of his fpirit. Icisthe obfervation of another Reverend 3.20. though that meffage wasa meffenger of death, a ponyard in his bowels. 
man, preaching upon this text, that wheñ we preach ofhumane wifdom and fore- Should not we bakea tothe Father of fpirirs and lve > fhould the Confolations of Heb.1 
ae fight, we fhould fall down. and cry (aswe are here taught) Grace, Grace, unto God be finall with us ? Job.15.11. Should we inftead of wre/tl.2 with God by pray- 
Goodwin Faj- if» Weare not to cry up Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel, any man or means: whatever : er, (fo putting his promifes in fuit) wage with him, by cavelling objecti ons? 
ferm.befare but to exalt the free prace of God the work of which alone it is and hath een lfe dixit among eee his fchollers went currant :if tieir mafter faid ir, 
Parl. Apr-277 Zerubbabel fhould bring forth the head-ftone (as mafter-builders ufed to d ` twas cnough : And fhall we that are taught of God not give the like credit to our 
1642: the firft and. laft fohe). and'the` people fhould magnifie Gods meer free- n ; Mafter in heaven ? fhall we not yeeld him the obedraceof faith 2? 
l | and acknowledge tliat'he was ‘marvellous in their eyes. -Thus that learned A ar Verfe 10 Lor who hath a-fpifed the dy of fmeall things? \ Nay, who had not ? The 
» er: who.allo bythe lighted Candleftick here, underftandeth full perfeGtin ind . generality of the Tews were clearly guilty Ezra 8. 13. and are therefore here jutt- 
E finifhing ofthe Teniplé, and reftoring the worfhip of God within it cae al i ly reproved. As Jusma; once looked on Gods Tordan with Syrian eyes, and fo 
1: perfection of beau yand ‘brightneffe. . By the two Olive-trees. Zerakbabel ith Mghted the motion of wafhing therein : fo thefe diftrufiful Jews defpifed the 
T the elders and ghz High-prieft with the other priefts chat fat before himi gs Ehi : fmall beginnings ofthis great work; and the little likelyhood of ever bringing it to 
EE gB. wite Ezy2.6.14. con be Pal 52:8 Thel are {aid coempty “isd Pee any good upfhot. Js it ior in your eyes as nothing faith Fgagee, (hp. 2. 32 They fee- 
is, their eftares and pains‘for the finifhing of coftly work : ed Mak be- med onely co grieve at it: but God conftrueth it for a downright contem pt: 
caufe it was done in fincerity of heart, ‘therefore it is called golden or pure’ cyl.. Fut: i for he judgeth otherwife of our carnall affe&ions then we our felves, and will have 
ther ; the(e minent raviks aiid’ forts of perfons that thould ive meth ran ur, us to know that his thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are his wayes our 
to this work are called “fons of ojl ver{e 1 5. As being fruitful Ed affordi Mi lene) wayes Ejizy 55.8. Out of meancit principles he many times raifech matters 
ofits’ Thus Efay 5 1. a fruitful hill and fertile foyl, is inthe Ori ginal (as be te Jak of greateft moment : that his own immediate hand may the more appear. Ihe 
GS led a fon of oyl Cre. EE a R ge ' : kingdom of heaven was at firft but as «z grain of mufta d-feod Alat. 13. 32. The 
i 4 _ Perle $, (Moreover the wid of the Lord came unto me [irg 1This is a confor- -fone cut ont of the monatuis without hands, asifit had dropt out, or been blown 
tiation of the former comfort, and a feal‘of the former. promile ; all. which a but downthnece, became a mionntan and filled the whole eri Dant. 34,35. The cloud 
little enough by reafon ofthe peoples difttult and infidelity. Aoainft hich thd that rofe as little asa mans hand, foon after mufHed the whole heaven. God put 
prophet here produceth his warrant, Gods ‘own word : q-d. Thi ria Faihfal (73 little thoughts into the heart of Ahafhuerob concerning Aordecui, but for great pur- 
ing, anil worthy of ail xcceplation. This is pillar and” ‘ground of trat h. See he Neg pofes. Who would ever have thought, that out of dirah. now as good as dead 
My nee ia PP teika ae ve bg Sa ea, PISSE TIE 3 fhould have come the Meftiah ? or ae out ae ee of Jefe aoe come 
> Perje o: The hinds of Zerubbabel bave Piil tbe foundries 3 WL pe hdi the Branch {poken of in the former Chapter ? who would have imagined that going 
Sed Hert the ‘fcope ARE ches vifion RA Dingle his handi forth EHE his bow ‘R:v.6.2. and arrows P/:l.45.5. the fsoliihie @ of preach- 


1 Hert held forth, and without a pa* 
table. “Wha place, it {peaks plainly in ano” 
fain of fene Hanging up- 
À 


ing, hecould conquer in three hundred ycers the whole Roman Empire ? that by 
Hus agoofe, and Luther a fwan, fuch ftrange things fhould have been done in 
Bohemia and Germany?that by a feruple caft into Hez. the 8. his minde about his 
marriage with Katharine of Spain by the Trench Embaffador;(who came to confulr ` 


il; 
ón every apes, of tlie word of God. They have alfo ano 


Ii. burma be tefolved ‘our ofthe lave. a a a n cad Bathe? W with him of a marriage between theLady AZzry and the Duke of Orleans fecond fon 
Perfan Pa * Of the Téiple (thofe that Will have it'not, to be anen KEREI EE T tothe King of France) whether Ary were legitimate &c? the Pope fhould be caft | 
rag” Of Darin Norbus maki Him to be veky Ipne-liysd ahd tell us thar God rantik offhere, and reformation wrought by fo weak and fimplemeans, yea by cafual and °° 
fp ope a longtt life chetr Ordinary, “bectufe helratli fomething to be do Sbi thé croffe means ? this faith one, is that miracle which weare in thefe times to Inok for. 
SE Aena ao ade stes i oora Yo aiar Ta VORS: es SOM W sa FY Yy P 


An expofitiog-on 


thefe late yeers, he would have known it otherwife: And indeed he could not be 
Ee ignorant of that famous Fellum Huffiticum as they called it in Germany, and the 
i 4 many fields fought and won by the Huguenots in France &c. And if at any time 
the Church lofe the day, Vitta ramen vincer. Chrift hath his ftratagems as Fofbuah 
had at Ai:he feems fometimes to retire, that he may return with greater advan- 
tage:Certain itis, he will chrefh the mountains and beat them fma! before his Zoro- 
babels: he will make the hills as chaff, Ejay 41.15. 
and he fhall bring forth the head-[tune thereof with {hom ings Saying, Grace, Grace 
txtoit| i.e. He thall hold out to lay the very laft ftoné of this new building with 
joy, and with general acclamations and wel-wifhes. There was a promife for it 
long before Efy 44.28. This Zorobabel was not ignorant of: as neither of that 
which followeth Chzp.45.1,2.that,for the effeting of that promife, God would go 
before him to make she crocked place fPrcight, 1o breakin pieces the gates of braffe and 
cut in funder the bars of iron i. e. to take away all rubs and impediments. Thereit 
the like promife in the New Teftament, and it may be a fingular incouragement to 
7 thofe that goon to build the tower of Godlineffe, to prepare a tabernacle intheir 
; hearts for the holy One of Ifrael, that he may dwell in them and walkin them Gc. the 
gates. of hel fhall never prevail againft tbem fith Chrift, as another Sampfon, hath 
flung them off their hinges, hath deftroyed the Devils works, and laid the top- 
{tone of leis fpiritual cemple with fkouting faying, Grace, grace, unto it. The mea- 
ning is, faith an interpreter, thatthe Angels, the faithful, and all creatures, re- 


ae fe ee ee ge ee o ae 


joycing at Chrifts kingdom eftablithed in the world, hall defire God the Father 
` Didat. to heape all manner of blefling and happineffe uponit: See P/l.118.26. Or they 
: fhall acknowledge and preach, that the Father hath laid upin him alf the trea- 
= fures of his, grace and gifts of his fpirit. Itis the obfervation of another Reverend 
| - man, preaching upon this text, chat wheñ we preach ofhumanc wifdom and fore- 
l pore fight, we fhould fail down and cry (aswe are here taught) Grace, Grace, unto 
Goodwin Fafe. 1> We are not to cry up Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel, any man or means. whatever : 
| ferm.before but to exalt the free grace of God the work of which alone it is and hath been. 


Parl. Apr.27s Zerubbbel hould bring forth the head-ftone (as mafter-builders ufed 
1642 the firft and. laft fone) and'the people fhould ome Gods meer aoe 
.., and acknowledge thatthe was marvellous in their eyes. -Thus that learned Preach- 
-~ er : who alfo bythe lighted Candleftick here, underftandeth full perfecting and 
t finifhing ofthe Teniple, and reftoring the’ worfhip of God within it unto its fall 
= perfection of beauty and ‘brightneffe. . By. the two Olive-trees. Zernkbabel with 
ar the elders and Zoh High- prieft with the other priefts chat fat before him, as € haps 
ia 3S. wite Ezra b.g confer, Pal. 52:8.: Thefe are faid to empty. golden ojt; thak 
is, their eftates and pains for the finifhing of coftly work : and’ likewile be- 
caufe it wag done in fincerity of heart, therefore it is called golden or ‘pure! cyl.. Fur 
ther ; thefe eminent ‘rauks ahd forts'of perfons that fhould give their affiftance 
to this work are called“ fons.of oyl verfe 15. As beirig fruitful and affording plenty 
of its’ Thus Efiy 5 1. a fruitfubhill and fertile foyl, is inthe Original (as.here) cal- 


ees See ee ey Pere oe 


: x ted afon of oyl Cre. 
ea | Lee et pe ee 
‘ i Pa a. Me reover the wid of the Lord came unto me, [ayirg, | This is a confor- 


it ‘ation of the former comfort, and a feal:of the former. promife ; all. which was but 
little enough by reafon ofthe peoples diftiult and iufidelity. Againf Which thd 
prophet here produceth his. warrant , Gods‘own word : q- d. This is a faithful {oy 
tae i pathy of ail accepiation. ‘This is g pillar anid” grosind of strab. See the Note 
OG est S ee Ca hat ye ek ee aie 
a Perfo. igh he hands of Zerubbabel have indile foundation of this lioufëk his bands 
Se:1 Here the ‘feope of düs ftately vifion “ic plainly held forth, and without a pa? 
rable. W hat the feriptüte fpeaketh darkty ‘in one” placé, it {peaks plainly in ano? 
ther: The. Rabbins Nave afaying, tliat there isa mouiitain of fenfe Huiveing uf 
ön every spei of clie'word of God. The “have alfo another fayirig Nulla eff'ob- 
ietbi, in lege, que non eer ‘ina Latere; ie’ The¥e! ts nòt, atiy dotibe in the 


lat, bur maybe tefolvedqur ofthe tw.” Zordhalo AP both founder aid AHiThe 

Pemble of h OP TARAS y A bits R h a fa Opel a 1s both fourid Sr d fibither 

Perfan mo- SE Che Teale (rhof thh Willhave it potto be finiMed’ till about the! fisth yeer 
| narchy. OF Davis’ Nor hues, take Him to be Very long-lived’: and tell us that’ God grantetlt 
A 0-ope djlotiger life chen Ordinary, becaufe he hath fomething to be'done by thei 
; ae PRT LE a ade ory pu ATES Job VOLO. OW 9 2 th? 
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Cuar.4. the Prophecie of 7 RS 


Se ee ee 
The diftruftful Jews began to defpife thofe {mall beginnings of a building : and to 
delpair of ever feeing it perfected, by reafon of thole mountains of oppofition they 
met with, and thought they fhould never dig down or get over. -The work {hall be 
done faith God, and Zeribbabel , how unlikely foever, fhall do it. Belecne she 
“Prophets, dud ye jhall profper. It {hall never be faid of Zorobabel, as ofthe foolith 
puilder ‘Les mn began, but could xot finih: Oras an out-lander feeing Chrift- 
church in Osford,faid of it, Egregram opus : Cardinalis ifte inftitsit Colleainum, o ab- 
peon celia. À pretty piece or Work! A colledge begun, and a kitchin finifhed. 
ir was God that fet Zerz5¢ab2! awork: and He doch not ufe do things to halves.He 
is Alpe and Oweza, the Beginner and Ender, the Author and Finifher, F/ed.12.1. 
Lam confident of this very thiag , fath ‘Pind, thar be that hath besuan a aood work, 


529 


Luke rs. 30. 
Rod. Gualrhe. 


iz jou wil perjorniit Pfal.ı 6. And fùinfal is hethar calleth yon, who alfo wll do it ` 


1 i kef-5-24- And, the Lard will perfect that which conceracthme (faith David) for- 
[ike ace she work of thine owe: hands, Pfl138.S. Look upon the wounds of thine 
hands,and defpiie not the works of thine hands, faid Queen Elizabch. Thus if 
men pray in the holy G boft keep thenifelves ix the love of God, sad look, for rhe mercy of 
aur Lord Jefes Chri? uwo ercraal life, they fll be builded sp ia their moft holy faith, 
whereby Chrift fhail dwell in therr hearts, as in his holy Temple. 

and show fez: kuow, Thou Zachary fhalt know, that the Lord of Hofs hath fers 
me} Bis Angel as his Internuncio. See Lek. 1.19. Or thou Zerabbabel fhalt know, 
that L Z.tvixcey come not to thee of mine own minde, but on Gods meffage, and 
am therefore to be beleeved. When Ehud told Ezio» he had a meffage from Ged, 
though he were an heathen and a fat unweildy man, he ftood up to receive it Jide. 
3.20. though that meflage wasa meffenger of death, a ponyard in his bowels. 
Should not we herken to ihe F.uher of fpirits and live > fhould the Confolations of 
God be finall with us ? Job.1 5.11. Should we inftead of wre/?/.2¢ with God by pray- 
er, (fo putting his promifes in fuit) wage with him, by cavelling objecti ons? 
Ife dixit among ‘Py:bagoras his {chollers went currant: if tieir mafter faid ic, 
"twas enough : And fhall we that are taught of God not give the like credit to our 
Mafter in heaven ? fhall we not yecld him the obediace of faith? 

Verfe 10 Lor who bath d. fpifed the dy of {mall thiags ? | Nay, who had not? The 
generality of the lews were clearly guilty Ezra 3. 13. and are therefore here juft- 
ly reproved. As Niaman once looked on Gods Tordan with Syrian eyes, and fo 
fiighted the motion of wafhing therein - fo thefe diftruftful Jews defpifed the 
fmall beginnings ofthis great work; and the little likelyhood ofever bringing it CO 
any good upfhot. Ls ir xor in your eyes as nothing faith Maz gce, Chip. 2. 32 They fee- 
med onely co grieve at it : but God conftrueth it for a downright contem pt: 
for he judgeth otherwife of our carnali afiections then we our felves, and will have 
us to know that his thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are his wayes our 
wayes Ejay 55.8. Out of meaneit principles he many times raifeth matters 
of greateft moment : that his own immediate hand may the more appear. T lie 
kingdom of heaven was at firft but as «a grain of mufta d-foed ALat.13. 32. The 


— ftone cut ont of the monntais without hands, asifit had dropt out, or been blown 


downthnece, became a mionntan and filled the whole eurih Daini. 34,35. The cloud 
that rofe as little asa mans hand, foon after mutHed the whole heaven. God put 
little thoughts into the heart of Abafhueroh concerning Afordee.i, but for great pur- 
pofes. Who would ever have thought, that out of Abraha now as good as dead 
fhould havecome the Meftiah ? or that out ofthe dry root of Jefe ihould come 
the Branch {poken of in the former Chapter ? who would have imagined that going 
forth onely with his bow ‘R;v.6.2. and arrows P/:L.45.5. the foolsjhveffe of preswh- 
ing, hecould conquer in three hundred ycersthe whole Roman Empire ? that by 
His agoofe, and Luther a fwan, fuch ftrange things fhould have been done in 
Bohemia and Germany?that by a {cruple caft into Hex. the 8. his minde about his 
marriage with Katharine of Spain by the Trench Enabaflador‘(who came to conful 
with him ofa marriage between theLady Mary and the Duke of Orleans fecond fon 
tothe King of France) whether Mary were legitimate Xc? the Pope fhould be caft 
offhere, and reformation wrought by fo weak and fimple means, yea by cafual and 
croffe means ? this faith one, is that miracle which weare in thele times to Inok Ta 

Yy ` For 


Jude. 20 21, 


Heb.12, 


Spec. Erop. : 


Joh.13- 
Hof.6.3. 


Luke 21.35. 


D.Prid. @rat. 
Am 


4-Amem, 
Antibarb.t1b.3. 
Volans veisci{~ 
fimum altionts 
incarfum figni- 
ficat. Chryjof. 


An expofition on. Cuar.s, 


For they (hall rejoyce| Or, Bur they fhall re‘oyce, or, Nay, they (hall rejoyce, aay they 
foal fee, viz. that which they defpaired of ever feeing, and were therefore much 
caft down about the per fection of the work, and its glorious accomplifhment. And 
this fhall be furely effected by Gods powerful and watchful providence, called here 
thofe feven eyes of the Lord which rento and fro thorow the whole earth} called elfe- 
where the (on Sprrits of God Rev.5.6.and 1.4. and Gods Spirit here Verfe 6. fo 
guiding and managing all affaires and occurrences, that allthe rayes and beames 
of providence iffuing from thofe eyes might be feen to meet in the accom plifhment 
of this, as their ultimate ayme, and fcope. See the Note on Chap.3.9. 

Verfetr. Then anfwered 1, and faid unto him) No mean meafure of underftand. 
ing would content the prophec : but he is ftill enquiring and incroaching upon the 
Angel, fodoth Mofes upon God, Exod.33. He had not been long out of the 
Mount, but he is asking God to fhew him his glory : which when he had feen, yet 
he refteth not fatisfied, but muft have more. and yet more; So Dawid, though 
deep-learned, is ever and anon at it, reach me thy ftatetes. Spiritual learning is infu- 
fed by degrees : our hearts are as narrow-mouth’d veffels, and God delights oft to 
hear of us.Whither J go thou canft not ceme now : but thou fhalt afterwards. Then 
fhal! ye know, if ye follow on to know : provided thar ye beg and dig Prov. 2,2, 
4,5, and beat, asthe foul doth the fhellto get out the fith : and be difcontented. 
ly contented, till ye come to fee as ye are feen, a fpe ad fpeciem Cc. What are 
thefe tw olives Gc. And. 

Verfe 12. What be thefe two olive-branches, &c.'| See the Notes on verfe 3. and 
DErIET.~ - 

E 13. Knoweft thon not what, &c.| See the Note on ver.5. 

Verf. 14. Thefe are the two anointed ones | Heb. fonues of oyl. See the Note on 
verje F. z 

5 Jtand by the Lord of the whole earth \ becaufe by the candleftick and utenfils 
of the Temple and Type of the Church, which is at Chrifts right hand, P/a? 45. 
as heat his Fathers right hand, Rom. 8. He is with all his to.the end of the world: 
and itisa part of his joy that we fhall be one day where he is. Ths Lord of the 
whole earth, foveraigne over all: but takes delight onely in fuch as ( Efther like ) 
he purifies and perfumes for royallufe: and thefe he loveth fo affectionately as ne- 
ver any Lord did his fubjects, Zech. 3.17. He loves the gates of Zion more then all 
the dwellings of Jacob, Dial. 87. 2. 


CHAP. V. 


Perfe x. Hen Y turned me, and lifted up mine eyes | i.e. I prepared me to the 
receiving of a new vifion: nothing fo comfortable as the former, but 
no leffe neceffary ; that the people, by fenfe of finne, and fear of wrath, might be 
taken off their wicked practifes, redeem their own forrows, and be accounted wor- 
thy to efeape all thofe things that fhould ( otherwife ) come to paffe, as werfe 11. 
and to ftand before the Son of man, at that dreadfull day. This feemeth to bee 
the mind of the Holy Ghoft, in thefe two vifions here recorded: which while 
{fome Interpreters attend not, 4% toto vaticinio neque Colum, neque terram attingunt, 

faith Calvin, they are utterly out. ` 
and behold a flying rot] Or, volume, as Pfal. 40. 10. or ferollof paper, or 
parchment, ufually rolled up, like the web upon the pin, æi convolvuntur nofire 
Mappa Geographica, as our Mappes are rolled up, faith 4 Lapide : and as in the 
publike Library at Oxford the Book or Roll of Effher (an Hebrew Manufcript) 
is at this day to bec feen: but here fying ] Not onely becaufe -fpread 
wide open, as Rabfhakeh’s letter, 2 K tag. 19. 14. and as that Book of the Prophet 
Efaias, Luke 4.17. but alfo as fleeting along fwiftly, likea bird ready to feiz on 
iher prey. Nemo feelus gerit in Peébore, qui non idem Nemefin in tergo: The ei 
thens 


e 


+ 


“the Prophecie of Zachariah. 


—_—_— OO 

thens named Neme/is(their Goddefle of Revenge to take punifhment of offendours) 
Adegseit, becaufe no man can potlibly efcape her. They tell us alfo that their 7#- 
piter writeth down all the finnes of all men in a book, or fcroll, made ofa goats- 


Cuap.s. 


Greek Tranflatours ) do render the Hebrew of this Text. ( See Dan, 7. 18. Rev. 
20.12.) SJmmachus turnes it Kégaarss a Chapter, or Abftra@ of a larger Book, 
full of finnes, and Woes: and yetit is of an unheard of hugeneffe, verfe 2. and 
of very fad contents, like thar book of Ezechiel, chap. 2.9, 10. lamentation, and 
mourning, and woe ; or the firft leaf of Bifhop Babingrons book (which he turned 
over every morning ) all black: to inmind him of hell, and Gods judgements 
due unto him for his finnes. 


Verf.2. What feeft thon] q. d. Mark it well, and fet thine eye affect thine heart; 
fet thefe things be ocslss commiffa fidelibus. 

I fee a flying book | See the Noteon werfe 1. Some readit, Æ double book, 
(according to the Chaldaick fignification of the word ) as containing double, that 
is, manifold menaces and punifhments of finne. Bur the Chaldee Paraphraft, Sep. 
tuagint, and others, render it flying ; as Pa and hovering over the heads of 
wicked perfons. 

the length thereof is twenty cubits, cc. Ten yards long, and five broad. Nei- 
ther let men fay, that words are but wind, as they did fer.5.13. For, 1. Even 
wind, when gotten intothe bowels of the earth, may caufe an earth-quake ; as 
when into the bowels of the body, an heart-quake. 2. God threateneth thofe 
fcoffers verfe 14. that he will make that word which they tearmed wind, to become 
fire, and themfelves fuel to feed it. And as fire fyeth upon fuell fully dried, Nah. 
1.10, and confumeth it in an inftant: fo Gods flying roll will lick up che evil-doers, 
nootherwife then the fire from heaven after it had confumed the facrifice, the 
wood, the ftones, and the duft, licked up alfo the water that wasin the trench, 7 
King. 18. 38. The threatnings of Gods Law (the fame with this Roll) are (as 
Erafmus faith of Ezek. 3.18.) fulmina non verba, lightbolts rather then words: 
orif words, yet they are( as One faith ) Verba non legenda fed vivenda, Words 
not to be read onely, but lived : at leaft, not co be read as men do the old {tories of 
forraigne warres ; wherein they are nothing concerned ( butas threatening them- 
felvesin every threat, curfing themfelves in every curfe, &c.) nor as they read the 
predictions of an Almanack for wind and weather: which they think may cometo 
paffe, and it may be not : but be confident of this very thing, that God who hath 
denounced it will furely do it, and that he will execute the Judgement written in 
this roll, P/a!. 149. 9. yea every fickneffe and every plague which is not written in 
the book of this Law, them wijl the Lord caufe to defcend upon the difobedient, 
untill they be deftroyed, Dest. 28. 61. 
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pelt, which they call Sestes.: the very word whereby Aguila and Theodotion (two Sessan. 
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Verfe 3. This ws the carfe] Or oath, with execration and curfing. Curfing Num 5 pi 


men are curfed men, and God hath fworn that fwearers fhall not enter into sby. nt dp 
A 


his reft. 


that goeth forth] yea Ayeth, verft 2. more {wift then an eagle, an arrow, a flath jiramentum et 
i 7 a . * — execrationem 
of lightening. Or, if not, yet fignificat, 


Pana venit gravior, quo mage fira venit. 


over the face of the whole earth] Tribulation and anguifh upon every foul of 
man that doth evil: bar of the Jew firff, ( ingentia beneficia flagitia, fupplicta ) 


who is therefore the worfe, becaufe he oughr'to have been better ; and then,of the Rom.29 


Gentile alfo. T heodoret, Lyra, and Fatablus think that Iudæa is hinted in the mea- 
fure of the book ( twenty cubites long, and ten broad ) as being twice fo long (and Í 
fomewhat more } as it is broad: witneffe Hierom in his Epiltle to Dardanus. 
let the whole earth here be taken in its utmoft latitude, fith the Gentiles that finne 
without the Law, are yet liable to the punifhments of the Law. And fome of 
them by the light of Nature faw the evil of {wearing : but all generally of fteal- 
ue ; but efpecially of perjury and factiledge, here principally meant. Confer Adal. 
3-0. Neh. 13.10. 
Sor every one that ftealeth foall becut off | By fealing underftand all fins agare 
Yy 2 the 
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the fecond Table: as by /fivearing, all againft the firt: and fothe fenke is the 
fame with that of the Apoftle, Every tranfgreffiun and difobedience receiveth ajuft 
recompence of reward Heb: 2. 2. And cuttedis every one, that continucth notin 
all things whichare written in the book of the law, co do them, Gal. 3. 10, 
Howbeit becaufe thefe two fins were morc frequently and more impudently com- 
mitredin thofe dayes, therefore are they ( by a ipecialty ) inftanced.. The Jewes 
comming poor out of Babylon, held it no great fin to {teal for fupply of their ne- 
ceffities: and then to forfwear themfelves for the better hiding of their theft, 
Give me nor poverty, laid holy Agar, left being poore I feale, and( as one fin 
drawes onanother ) / take the name of my God in vaine Prov. 30. 9. Scethe Note 
there. Hunger isan evill counfellour , neceffity an hard weapon, a fore temp- 
tation: when itcomes to this, Either I mult fteale or ftarve. Bue chen to this 
muft be oppofed that of the law, Thos folt inro cafe flexle. Thou muft rather 
dyethendo wickedly. Aut faciendum aut patiendum, Either obey the law, or 
fuffer the curfe. ' 

ason this fide according toir] i. e. According to the curfe, deferibed inthe 
rowle, the theef fhall be cut off as well as the fwearer: they fhall {pecd alike. The 
tares fhall be bowad up in bundles, theeves with theeves, and {wearers with fwea- 
rers, and barnt inthe fire Mat. 13. 30, 40. According to the prediction fhall be 
theexcention. Whether on this fide, thatisin Judea ( fo fome fenfe it ) or on that 
fide, in other parts of the world, fuch perfons appeare, they fhall have their 
payment. : 

and every one that fweareth. Not onty falfely as verfe 4. but lightly, vaincly, 
caufelefly, injeftand not in judgement: whether by God, or by creatures and 
qualities ; Fudeis & Pharifas vulgare vitium, faith Paress on lam. 5, 12.a 
common fault among the Jewes and Pharifees Mat. 5. 34, 35- and 23. 16. 18. 
Sce the Noresthere. Among the Ch:iftiansin Chry/effomes time, asappeares by 
his many fermons againft it at Antioch. And in thefe dayes, ifever, beca feof 
oaths the land mouraeth, Gcd hathacontroverfie Hof. 4. 1, 2. We have lived 
to fee iniquity in the fulneffe of oaths and blafphemies unparaleled darted with 
hellifh mouths againft God and our Saviour fo ordinarilyand operly, that fome of 
them are become very interjections of fpeech to the vulgar, and other foie meer 
phrafes of gallantry to thebraver. I knew a great {wearer (faith a great Divine ) 
who comming to his death-bed Satan fo füled his heart with a madded and enraged 
greedincilé after that moft gainelefle, and pleafureleffe fin : that though hiufelf 
{wore as faft and as furioufly as he could,- yet (as though he had bin already among 
the bannings and blafphemies of heil ) he defperatly defired the ftanders by to help 
him with oaths, and to fwear for him. 

Verfe 4. 1 will bring i: forth] fc. out of my treafuries or ftorc-houfes of plagues 
and punifhments Deut. 32. 34. Or, That which thos haft feen in vifion, | will 
put inadtion: J willproduceit into the open light, into the theatre of the world: 
their faults fhall be written intheir foreheads, their fins fhall go before to judge- 
ment, my vifible vengeance fhall overtake them. 

and it fhall enter iato the koufe of the theef | which he calleth his cafe: and 
where hethinks himlelf moft {ecure, as out of the reach of Godsrod: asi: he 
But what faith Bildad? His confidence 
foall be rooted out of bis tabernacle, and it fhall bring him tothe king of terrours. it 


Guar.s, 


| {ufficiently feathered his neft; decrecd to lead the reft of his life quietly. But he 


the Prophecie of Zaak. 


j:t ofan oath Efay 65.°16. Jer. 12. 6. Howbeit in lawfall co ji 
Infidel or Idolater, oaths by falfe gods may be admitted, and eee a 
for perjury, it isa provoking fin ; as containing three great evils. 1. The uttering 
or upholding ofa lic. 2. Thecalling upon God to teftifie andjuftiicalie. 3. The 
praying for a curfe upon a mans felf': and betecching God to bea {wife witnefte 
agantthim, Mal. 3. as he was indeed againft Zedekiah, Narciffus in the eccle- 
fialticall hiftory, Earle Godwin in Polydor Virgil, Rodulpbus Duke of Suevia 
Ladiflaws king of Hungary, Dr. London ( Ad. aad Mon. fol. 1114. ) Richard 
Long a fouldier at Calice in K. Henry the 8. dayes: who depofing falfely againft 
will: Smith Curat of Callice, fhortly after, upon a difpleafure of his wife, defpe- 
rately drowned himfelf. And within the memory of man Feb. 11. An, Dem. 
1574. Anne Averies foríworeher {elf ata fhopin woodftreet London - praying 
God fhe might fink where fhe ftood if fhe had not paid for the wares fhe 
o Hereupon fhe fell down p:efently fpeechlefle, and with horrible ftench 
ied. 

and it foallremaine in the middeft of his boufe) And be a troublefome inmate 
with him, fuchas he cannot rid his hands of though never do fain: thereit fhalt 
rooftand reft, in defpite ofhim. If it diftaft not his dough or empty his basket. 
yer will it fill his Store with ftrife, or mix the wrath of God with his {weer mor. 
fels: his meate fhaill be fauced, his drink {piced , as /ob 20, 23. leisamothin 
his wardrobes murraine among his cattle, mildewĵin his field, rot amongft his 
fheep, and oft-times maketh the fruit of his loines his greareft heart-break. j 
_ wuh the timber thereof and the ftones thereof | As m cale of treafon or other hor- 
rible ciines, the very houfes of the offendouis; were pul:ed down and madea 
jakes, Daz. 2e 5. and3. 29. The Popith Councell of T ho/ofe gathered together 
againft thofe Ancient Proteftants the Alpigenfes, made a decree, that the very 
houi wherein an heretick was found, fhouldbe pulled down. The Mannonr-houfe 
of Adidcot in Warwick-fhire, built by Lodovike Greevill deeply guilty of thefe two 
grandevils mentioned in the text, and lately burnt tothe ground, is commonly 
lockt upon asa {peaking monument of Gods juft judgement againft Sacriledge and 
Perjury: whether men perfonaily commit thefe fins or love chemia others Zach, 
1. 17. Rev. 22» 15. , 

Verfe 5. Lift up now thine eyes and fee} Nodoubt, faith Calvin here, but the 
Prophet was frighted at the fight of che flying rowle, full of curtes, | My fleth 
trembleth for teare of thee, faith David, andLam afraid of thy jadgcments 
And Habakkuk, whenhe confidered the curfed condition ot the Churches ene- 
mies, my belly trembled, faid he, whea I heard it: my lips guivered at the voice 
rottenne ffe entred into my bones chap, 3. 6. Daniel! was more atHided and troubled 
for Nebæchadnezzars calamity,then himfelf was, chip. 4. 19. Here therefore the 
Angell encourageth the Propher, and biddeth him look up and fee a further vifion : 
and not through dulnefle or dejectedneffe, to let pafle without due odfervation the 
notable works and witneiles of Gods providence and power. Curious Artifans 
when they fet forth fome fpeciall pecce to publik view, they take it ill when notice 
isnot taken ofit: Sohere. See the Note on ver. 1. a: 

Verfe 6. And I faid, What ts it? 1 i.e, what meaneth it?for the vifion'is very hard: 
and my fterious: left (faith One) the plaine denunciation of the fecond overthrow of 
temple and ftate might difcourage them too much, to go forward in the prefent 
reftauration ofboth. Hugh Broughtonon Dan. 2. 4. obferveth, that while the’ 
vifions are gencrall, and caufe the Jewes no danger, fo far Darie! writeth inthe 
Sytiack tongue, generall over the Eaft. But when the oppreffoursbe named, and 
the Jewes plainely de(cribed the people whom God defendeth, then the eighth 
chapter andallafter, he writes in Hebrew ( a tongue lete knownand itudicd ) and 
hath a commandement to keep clofe the plaine expofition chap. 12. 4. Thereisa, 
great deale of wildome required of thofe, that are inerufted with the d:fpenfation’ 
ofdivine truths. Our Saviour fpakeasshe people could keare, and not as he could’ 
have fpoken. See Heb. 5. 11,12. . 

this is an Epbab that goeth forth) The Ephab wasthe greateft and moft common 
meafire among the Jewes : and is therefore generally put forany meafure whatfo- 
ever Dest. 25.14. By falfe meafures ( one kind of theft ) they had finned (whence! 
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the Chaldce here, ifun: populi qui accipiebant,  dabant menfura fall, Thee 
are the people that bought and fold by falte meafures )by the fame therefore, their 
punifhment is fet forth and fgnified ; A pecce of their punifhmenc it was that 
they were bounded and limited: that wickednefle was confined and kept within 
her Ephah, The Vulgar tranflates it Amphoraa pitcher: which when itis once 
filled with the bitter waters of wickednefle, will foon fink to the bottom. „Sin- 
ners as they areftinred, fo when they have filled up their meafure, they are fure to 
be punifhed : when they ate ripe in the field, God will come with his fickle; 
when their grapes of Sodom are tull ready, he will caft them into the winepreffe of 
his wrath Rev. 15. 16.Gen. 15.16. Mat. 23.32. 

this is their refemblance thorough all the earth | Heb. their eye, their afpe&, their 
colour. This, that is, this Ephah, is their refemblance: fc. that when they 
have filled up their fins, they {hall have their fill of punifhment. Or This, mea- 
ning {ome apparition reprefenting Gods providence fhewed by the Angel to the 
Prophee; their eye, that is, the eye ofthe three pertons in Trinity, Gods univer- 
fall providence, which prefideth over his judgements. Or thus, This Ephah or 
meafure oftheir punifhment, proportionate to their fin, in killing Chrift cipeci- 
ally Afata 23. 32. fhhallbe their eye thorough ail the carth, i, o. Thallbe confpi- 
cuous and apparent toall fots: fo thacall men fhall hate them, and hoot at them 
furacompany cf Kill-Chrifts, fhall look upon them asa people of Gods curie 
&c. Thus the Chaldee here, Bebold they ave made manifift before all the inha- 
tants of the earth: forall men fhall be wimefes of their horrible both finns and 
plagues. 
Verh 7. And behold there was lift upa talent of lead A lump of lead, thè 
weightielt metall: noting the immoveable and immutable deace of God tor the 
punifhment of the wicked. Say tothe migked, tell him fotrom me, it fil go alt 
with bim: Iniquity fhallbe his ruine. This lump of lead is firit lifted up, and 
then let down upon the Ephah as an adequate covering: and betokeneeh the gric- 
voufoeffe and long continuance of the Jewes punifhment and banifhment for their 
parricidcor rather deicide, in crucifying the Lord ofglory. A day of grace they 
had, but they knew it not; chercto:ess wrath come upon-thems to the wtnsof? , OF, 
smilil theend, or finally, fo as ic fhall never be removed: fo tome interpret it. 

and thss isa woman that fitterh in the middeft ofthe Ephah\ In medio modi': and 
fo tlre went forth or moved forward with an open face, and upper parts appea- 
ving, as not afhamed: the fhew of her countenance witnefled againft her, fhe 
declaved her fin as Sodom Efsy 3.9. andas Lots daughters who favoured too much 
ofsodom, when, glorying in their fhame, they called their inceftuous brats Ma- 
ab, that is the begotten of my father, and Seaammi which founds to the fame 
fenfe. This woman is alfo faid ro fit, as refulved of her courte. Confer Pfal. 1.1. 
and 50. 20. the Jewes are fill a ftubborn and refractary people. Antignnm obti- 
nent: © that the falvation of Ifrael were come out of Zion &c. Pfal. 14. 7. De- 
us nos dignabitur clariffima vifione cum reducct Zion, faith jachiades one of their 
Rabbines, I add, Fier, Fiat. 

Verje 8. And he faid, this is Wiskedueffe} viz. this woman, a figure of the 
whole finfull nation of the Jewes: as were Aholab, and Abolibah Ezech. 23. and 
Babylon the great, the mother of fornications and abominations Kev. 17. 5. to 
whom I may add that grand-daughter of hers Katherine de Medices Queen-mo- 
ther vee by her wickedneffe wonderfully troubled all 1 rance tor thirty yeers 
together. 

and he caft it into the midh of the Ephab| The Angel, as an exccutioncr of di- 
vine juftice, throwes her down who before fat perking and priding her telf; and 
claps her upclofe prifoner as it were in the Ephah. 

cafting the weight of lead into the month thereof! that is of the Ephah, or. of 
the woman, according to that Pfal.. 107. 42. the righteous fhall tee itand re- 
Joyce, and all iniquity fhall ftopher mouth. Montaz one of th: Talmud addech, 
that this woman is compel'd to take this lea 
was powred down her throat, for a punifhmenss of her frauds and thefts vere 3. 
Bur the wicked fhall not be fo excufed ?, for upon them God fhall raine tnares, 
fire, brimftone, and a burning tempeft: this fhal! be the portion of their cup, 
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Pfa. 11. 6. and this is farr worfe then molten lead, or burning bell-mettl:. 


Compare with this text /er. 51. 64. and Rev. a8, 21. with 20. 1. An Angel 
a fivoag Angel, for better affurance of Romes irrepairable ruinc, taketh z frone, 
a great ftone, which he throweth, and with force thrufteth inte the bottom of the 
fea whence it cannot be boy:dup, whence nothing ordinarily is recovered, much 
keffea milftone thruft from {ucha hand with fucha force. Whar do Je imagine 
againft the Lord ? faith Nahum: he will make anuttercnd: affliction fhall not rife 
up the fecond time chap, 1+ 9. thatis, the wicked hall be totally and fivaily confi- 
med at once: neither will God make another doing of it. I have overthrewn 
{ome ofyou, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah: Av. 4- 11. wicked- 
nefle is here crufhed together as it were in a narrow veflell, covered with lead, and 
carried intoa {trange countrey. 

Verfe 9. Behold there came out two women? Winged women, and carried through 
the ayre with a pleafant wind, to note their ready and fpeedy obedience, prompt 
and pretent, Women they are faidto be, to keep proportion with the prefent 
vifion; left the meeting and mixing together of men and women inthe fame 
matter might minilter occafion to fome impure fermifings. Bar that they’ were 
men and not women, that are here meant, is agreed upon by all. Thefe were 
Ezra ang Nehemiah, (faith Wilet on Levit. 11. after Janis and Pifcstor onthe 
text ) thofe great Reformers of the fewifh Church. But this ftand, not with tbe 
lat verte. Prather fub{eribe to th ofc that expound the tcxt of the Romanes, who 
with great celerity and violence deftroyed the Jewes ftate ; atid fo, that which they 
feared befull them job. 11. 48, The Romanes, faid they, fhall come to takcaway 
both our place and our nation: and within a few yeers it proved accordingly : 
as if God had taken them at their word, as he dìd thofe murmaring mifercants 
Num. 14. 28. Astruly as T live, faith the Lord, as ye have fpoken in mine carey, 
f will I do unto you. — Hereanto the Chaldee Paraphralt confenteth, when by 
thefe two women thus defcribed he underftandeth, populos Heves + expeditos, tuch 


Agents and Inftinments, as God would imploy in the fpeedy execution of his See my Teas 
wrath upon the Jewifh Nation: fachas were 7 itis, Fefpafian, angeA lins Adri- treafure chap. 
ax. Diodase maketh thefe two women a figure of Gods two properties, namely 7. fe. 2. 


Mercy towards his Eleét, and Juttice towards his Enemies, wherewith he trani 
ports upon thefe laft the judgements by which hehad punithed his own people : 
which is done with admirable celerity. Thus He. Dansss makes chole two 
women tobethe Anger and Juftice of God, which do alwayes follow and wait 
upon oncanother, andtake vengeance on mens wickedacife. Peds ina fiepenes 
leélorem, 

and the wind was in their wings | A matculine Affix referred co a Feminine Noone: 
tointimate that thefe women were indced types of uten, taith My. Peadble. Lhe 
Romanes were men every inch of them, as the proverb as: and ihercfore of 
cowards they were wont to fay that they had nothing Koman iu thon: aad ol Liv. 
tis, that he was the Zefi of the Romans. 

and they lift up the Ephab between the Earth and the heaven this betokencth a 
deportation and difiection of the Jewifh Nation : being tofled asa tennis-ball into 
all nations, and feattered intothe foure winds, as Jer. 48, 32. Ruperras hence 
concludeth them rejected of both carth and heaven. Out of the cmth they areas 
it were banifhed, by a common confent of Nations: and heaven’ admittrern chem } 
Not, asthufe that pleafe not God, and are contrary tuall men 1 Zhef. 2. 15. 
And as their guide Judas, when they took Jefus, was hang’d betwixt heaven and 
carth, being celo terreqne perofus; {o fares it with that wretched people, and will $ 
dotllGod fhall call thema people which were nota people, and her beloved, 
which wasnot beloved Rom. 9. 25. 

Verft ro FPhither dothefe beare the Epb:h? ] thatis, faith Rigera, Quame, 
din duratura eft populi hujus impietas ? How long fall this peoples wickednetle 
lat? likeasT/z. 6. 10, 11, when the Prophet had heard, whe the beart of the. 
people fat and four their eyes cre. he cryes out, How long Lord ? the anfwer where- 
unto is the fame in effect with this of the Angel: untill the cities be wafted with- 
out inhabitant, and the houfes without man, and the land be utterly defolate ; 
And the Lord have removed men farr away, and there be a great forfaking in 
the midft of the land. Ferfe TL. 
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Verfe 11. To build it aa boufe in the land of Shinar] That is, of Babylon, Gen. 
10.10. and 11.2. where diverfe of the Jews ftill remainéd in wilfull exile, as loth 
to leave their houfes and gardens, which they had builded and planted there, jer. 
29 5. preferring captivity before liberty. See r Chros. 4. 22, 23. Hence, upon 
their finall difperfion by the Romans, diverfe of them reforted chicher for enter- 
tainment. There Peter, the Apoftle of the circumcilion, had collected an ele@ed 
Church, 1 Epiff. 5. i3. and thence he wriceth his Epiftle to the fojourning Jews 


<feattered thorow thofe Eaftern parts chap. 1. 10. from whence alfo rhofe kings of 


2 King.2.1t 
2 King.6.17 
So Hab.3- 8 


évoupisyrmy. 


Deut.33.26 
-God tideth 
upon the hea- 
vens for Ira. 
els help, 7.¢, 
upon the An- 
gels. Heb, 


Statius. 
Macrob. 
Vegetius, 


the Eak, Rev. 16. 12. the converted Jews (as fome expound it) are expected. 
And who can tell whether this land of Shinar be not the fame with that tendo 
Sinim, Efay 49.12. Confer Efay 11.16. Zach. 10.11. Or, by the and of Shinar 
here, may be meant exilinw totins orbis, their general] rejection by all nations; the 
whole world being to them a Shinar, that is, a land of excuffion, 

andit fhall be eftablifoed,c¥c. } Vhisdenoteth the diucurnity, or perpetuity of 
their punifhment. 


ce a ae ne a 


CHAP. VI 
Verfe 1. Nd I turned, and lift up mine eyes | i.e. Ipaffed on to another 
vifion; and 1 lifted up the eyes of my mind, higher to heaven, faith 
Hierom, to receive a further revelation from God. And whereas he faith, I rarned, 
he declareth, that God from on every fide giveth his Church clear ceftimonies of 
his care of her, fo that fhe will give heed wito them, and lift up her eyes. 
there came four chariots out | i.e. four fquadrons of Angels, Gods Warriours, 
and Minifters of his manifold decrees, which are here fer forth by the name of 
brazen mountains, See chap. 1.8. withthe Note. Chariots the Angels are called 
in many places: butefpecially P/ol. 68. 17. The chariots of God ( inthe Hebrew 
it is chariot, in the fingular, to note the joynt fervice of all the Angels) are 
tmenty thonfand, even thoufands of eangels. ( of chearfull ones, fo the Septuagint, 
of fuch as ferve the Lord readily, and freely, with joy and tranquillity, and fo do 
quiet his fpirit, asit is faid here verfe 8 : give him full fatisfaction ) The Lord os a- 
mong them wu ia Sinai, in the holy place: that is, the Angels by their fwiftneffe 
and warlike proweffe make Sion ( the Church ) as dreadfull to ali her enemies ( did 
not ont of them foto Senmacherib ? ) as thofe Angels made Sinai, at the delivery 
of che Law, which was given in fire, Dewt. 33.2. Thewordrendred Azgeds, in 
the above-cited Pfal. 68.17. (and fo the Chaldce plainly expreffeth it ) is by fome 
(who derive it of Shaan, to fharpen ) referred to chariots: to note a kinde of 
chariots, armed with fharp hooks, ufed in warres, as many humane Writers record. 
And fo it maketh fomething tothe confirmation of this Interpretation, concern- 
ing Angels, rather then the four Monarchies. But the Angel himfelf is our beft 
Interpreter, verfe §. where, being asked by Zachary, what thefe chariots were > he 
anfwereth, Thefe are the four fpirits of the heavens, which go forth from fandiag 
before the Lord of allthecarth, a plain Periphrafis of the Angels, chzp.1.10. See 
the Note there. 
from between two mountains | tanquam è carceribits, as defigned by Gods all 
difpofing providence, and power, and ready preft at his appointment and plea- 
fure to run their race, do their office, execute Gods judgements, which are both 


_unfearchable, and inevitable: and this the Poets hammer’d at in their ineladhubile 


Futum,as they called it. Gods decrees lie hid under mozatains of bruffe, as it were, 
till rhey come to execution: they run as a river under ground, till they break out 
and fhew themfelves. When he hath once fignified his will, then we underftand it; 
which before lay hid from us: thats, when thefe chariots come out from between 
the mountains of braffe, when the event declareth what was the immutable decree 
of God. Hence the Pfalmift, Thy rightconfueffe is lke the great monntains; thy 
jadgements area great deep: this for the decree. And for the execution, Thor 
preferveft man and beaff, ( Pfal. 36.6.) butby fuch means, and in fach manner as 
to thee feemeth beft. Ic is our part to fay Amen to his Amen, and to put our Fire 

and 


Cuar.6. the Propbecie of Zachariah. 


and Placet to his. The will of the Lord be done,: faid thofe primitive Chriftians, 
Al. 21.14. Here am I, fend me, Efay 6.8. . 
° Verfe 2. In the firft chariot were red borfes, &c.] Thefe feverall colours feem to: 
fer forth the diverfe miniftrations of the Angels, deputed to feverall employments. 
The black colour betokeneth forrowfull occurrences and revolutions. ‘The white, : 
joyfill. The red, bloody. The grifled, fundry and mixt matters, partly joyful, 
and partly forrowfull. But I eafily fub{cribe ‘to Him that faid, We muft be con- 
tent to be ignorant of the full meaning of this vifion. Tanta ef profind teas Chrifti- 
anarum literarum, faith Arjflin, fo great is thedepth of divine learning that there 
is no fathoming of it. Prophecyis pictured likea Matrone, with her eyes covered, 
for the difficulty. For which caufe Paulinus Nolanus wouid never be drawn to 
write Commentaries: and P/elesin Theodoret asketh pardon for expounding the 
Canticles of Solomon. al 

Verfe 4, what are thefe my Lord? | Difficulty doth bue whet defire in He- 
roick ipirits: the harder the vifion,the more carneft was the Prophets inquifition. 
he was reftleffe, till better. retolved ; and therefore applieth himfelf again to his 
Ancel-7 utour , rather then Z#telar, whom, for honour fake, he calleth 42y Lord. 
See the Note on chap. 4- 5. and take notice of the truth of Saint Perers Affertion 
concerning the Prophetick ferutiny (1 Per. 1. 11.) with greate fagacity and 
cauillt y. 
po S- Thefearc the four fpirits of the heavens | Angels are fpirits, Heb: 1.7,14. 
and fpirirs of heaven, Mat. 24- 36, Gal, 1.8. relembling their Creatour, as chil- 
dren do their Father, both in their fubftance which isincorporeall, and in their ex- 
cellent properties, Life, and Immortality, Bleffedneffe, and Glory : a part where- 
of istheir juft Lordfhip and command over inferiour creatures. For like as mini- 
ftring fpirits they ftand beforethe Lord ‘of the whole earth, who fends them out 
athis pleafure, to ferve his providence: fo, they have, (as his Agents and Inftru- 


` ments, no {mall ftroke, in the ordering and managing of naturall and civill affairs, 


as may befeeninthe firit of Ezechiel.. The wheels, that is, the events of things, 
have eyes, that 1s, fomething that might fhew the reafon of their turnings, if we 
could fee ite And they are ftirred but as the living creatures, that is the Angels 
fiirred them: And bork the wheels and living creatures were acted ard guided by 
Gols fpiris as the principall and fupream Caufe of all, the Lord of the whole earth, 
as he is here called. f , 

thar fiand before, Gc.) As waiting his commands, and ready to runne on his 
errand. Afat. 18:16. Dan. 7,10. faced at Bethel faw them. 1. afcending, fc. 
to contemplate and praife God, and to minifter to him. 2. defcending, fc. toex- 
ecute Gods will upon men, for mercy, or for judgement, Pfal. 103, 20. For 
which purpofe, Ezekiel tells us that they have four faces, to lookevery way, when 
as Gods watch-men they ftand fentinell in heavens turret. And that the fole of 
their feet is like the fole of Calves feer, round, and ready to go either forward. or 
backward with greate(t facility: that as they fee every way, fo they are apt to go 
every way for the difpenfing of Gods benefits, and executing of his chaftifements 
toward the Elect, and vengeance on the reprobates. All this they do juftly, dili- 
gently and purely, with faith in receiving Gods commands, Rev. 15.6. clothed in 
pure white linen, and having their breafs girded with golden girdles. Let us la- 
bour to obey God, as Angelsdo: elfe we may be Angels for gifts, and yet go 
to hell. . ` l 

Firfe 6. The black horfes which ave therein, Gc. Thefe-Angels are appointed to 
feverall Countries. The black horfes to Babylon, ( which fay North from Judæa) 
to infli& vengeance. The white horfes are fent with them, to deliver the Church 
out of Babylon: and to bring their brethren for an offering unto the Lord, por 
horfes, andinchariors, andinlitrers, and upon mules, and upon fwift beafts to Gods 
bely Mountain Ferufaler, Efay 66, 20. } 

And the grifled go forth toward the South couatrey | To fhew that the punifh- 
ments of Egypt, and Arabia (which lay Souch-ward from Judæa ) fhould be fome- 
what mixed, and mitigated : they thould be in better cafe then Babylon: yet not 
fo good, asthatthe Jews fhould dream of a happy eftate in thofe countries: but 
rather repair to Judaa, and there keep them; fith chofe that are out of Gods po 

; cins, 


Hence they 
are called 
fons of God, 
Job 1.6.and 
38.7 


2 Sam. 24.17 
2 King.19.38 
Gén.19,1L 
Aas 12.23 
ev.16.16 


Num:.16. 2. 
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cinĝs, are out of his protection, P/al. 91. 9, 10, 11,12. 

Verje 7. And the bay went forth, &c. ] Junius reads it, And the Strong, or cone 
firmed ones: that isthe Angels, armed with power, and authority from God for the 
execution of his will, Efay 10. 34. Lebanon fhall fall by a mighty One, that is, 
by an Angel. 2 Thef. 1.7. they are called the Angels of Gods power : and elfe. 
where principalities, and powers. ` : ; . 

and fought to go, that they might.walk to and fro-thorow the earth | Not Onely 
teward the South, as wrfe6. This doth not teach, that the Angels are more care. 
full of this world then God is, of whom they defired. it. Bur firft, that they can 
do nothing without commiffion from Him. Secondly, that they are ever ready to 
offer their fervice and to yeeld obedience, upon the leaft intimation of the Divine 

leafure, 

; Verfe 8. Then cried he spon me} That I might the better obferve it : fith he fpake 
it with fo great vehemency. 

Have pacified my fpirit | i.e. perfecersent voluntatem meam, as the Chaldee 
here hath it, they have done my work thoroughly, to my great content. When the 
Churches enemies are {laughtered, God inviteth the birds and beafts to a feait, as it 

, were for joy: and taketh as much delight in their juft punifhment, as any man 
can do in a cup of generous wine: whence it is called the wine of Gods wrath, Rev. 
14.10. See Dent. 28.63. 

Verfe 9. Aud the word of the Lord came unto me faying,) This fecond part of 
the Chaprer, is nota vifion, but a Sermon, or an hiftoricall prediction of what 
wasreally tobedone. For as Gods Spirit was quieted, and as it were comforted by 
the Angels faithfull execution of their offices: {o He feeks by this Prophecy, to qui- 
et and comfort the fpirits of bis people the Iews, that were returned out of Baby- 
lon. For thefe finding themfelves befet with enemies, and exigencies, might pofii- 
bly defpair of ever feeing the accomplifhment of thofe promifes and prophecies of 
the kingdome reftored to the houfe of David, and of the great glory of the fecond 
Temple above the firft. To keep up their hearts therefore, is this declaration made 
them of the kingdome and prieftood of Chrift, under the typicall coronation of fe- 
hofosah the High-prieft. i : 

Verf. 10. Take of them of the captivity] i.e. Of the returned captives, even 
of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah J] Men famous in the Congregation, men 
of renown. That thefe four mentioned here (taking in Jofiah, who is alfo called 
Her, werfe 14. ) were Embaffadours from the godly Jews in Babylon, and brought 
their gifts, as Junius thinketh, 1 cannot affirm. But that they were the fame with 
Daniel, Shadrach, Mefeach, and Abednego, as the Jews and Hierom tell us, Ido 
not beleeve. Jofiah feemeth to be the Hofte to the other three: as Gaiss was to Sts 
Pant, and other good people. Though fome think rather, he was either treafurer 
for the Temple, or elfe a gold-fmith, and one that could make crowns. Calvin con- 
jeCtures from the fourteenth ver/e; ( where itis faid, that the crowns fhall be to thefe 
men for a memorial!) that being men of authority, they were deeply guilty of 
infidelity and impatiency, becaufe they iaw not a prefent performance of the pro- 
mifes ; they were difcontentedthemfelves, and difcouraged others. Ye have need 
of patience, faith the Apoftle to thofe fhort fpirited Hebrews chsp. 10. 36. who 
found it more eaficto fuffer evil, thento wait for the promifed good. 

and come thouthe fame day | Either the fame day thefe men came from Baby- 

lon: Or, the felf-fame day that the Lord fpake to the Prophet, is hee commanded 
to go, not to putit off a day longer: for the people needed a fpeedy and hafty com- 
fort. No fooner had God prepared the people, but the thing was done fuddenly, 
as 2 Chron. 29. 36. No fooner were they ripe, but he was ready. He is a God of 
judgement, a wife God, that knowes when to deal forth his favours: As till chen 
he waits to be gracious, E/ay 30. 18. His fingers itch to be doing good in his good 
plea/ure to Sion: as the mothersbreafts ake, when now itis time the child had fuck. 
. He exalteth the lowly, he filleth the bungry with good things. When ence David is 
poor and needy, ‘God will make no tarriance, P/al. 40. 17. when his foul is even as 
a weaned child, then he fhall have the kingdom, P/al. 131.2. 

Ferfe 11. Make crowns | Two, faith Pifcator: one of gold, for the Kingly 

dignity, another of filver for the Priefthood. Three, faith A Lapide, who makes 
: it 
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ita type as of Chrifts threefold office, foofthe Popes triple crown: which later 


relateth rather to Prides picture drawn by the old Romanes, with three crowns 
onher head; On the firit whereof was infcribed Tranfceado: onthe fecond Now 
obedio: onthe third Perturóo. Danaus thinks it likely by the 14. ver/e, that 
here were foure crowns made according to the number of the foure perfons here 
mentioned, that brought in the goldand filver. Ribera will have it to be all bur 


one crown made of both metalls, and called crowns for the greatneffe of it ; as Chald. vertit 
sv ifdomes for fingular wifdome, Pro. 1. Behemoth Beafts, for an hugebealt /ob 40. Facies coronam 


The Verb fingular rihieh ver. 14. feemes mof to favour this conceitofhis. But magnam. 


in Hebrew the fingular is oft put for the plurall, 

Verfe 12. And fpake unto him faying, Thus {peaketh the Lord ef Hafis faying] 
that is, Confidently and Conftantly afirme and averrit: that notwithftanding all 
unlikelyhood-,and unbeliefe on the peoples part, Almighty God will furely bring 
itto paffe: This heape of words importeth fomuch: fordo ye think the ferips 
ture {peaketh in vaine? faith St. James, not without fome holy indignaticn, 
chap. 495+ : 


behold the man whofe name 4 the Branach) Theman Chrift Jefus, who was made Rom. 1.3. 


of the feed of David according to the fefh: and as a Brazch grew cut of his roots 


Efayx1. 1, Seethe Note above on chap. 3. 4. Pebojbxah, thathe might not be 2Cor.12.7, 
exaited above meafure with the abundance of this new hononr, or think of him. Rom. 12.3. 


felf more highly then he ought to think, isgivento underftand, that he is crown- 
ned for no other caufe then this, that the Jewes might auderftand, that there fhonid 
One arife, that fhould be both a King anda Pricft alfo for ever after the order of 
Melchifedeck.: and his name fhuuld be the Branch, Not only becaufe when he 
wasa child, he grew inage andin wifdome, and in grace with God and men, 
( which is Vatablsts his reafon ) but becaufe he is the root, fountain, and foundati- 
on ofall the faithfull, who do grow up and increafe in him, with the increafe of 
God: Hence it followeth. 
be fhal! grow sp out of his place, and fhal build tke Temple of God) that is, the 

Church, whichat all times hath been gathered together by Chrift, through the 
preaching ofthe Gofpel, 

and he foall grow up ont of bis place) Or He (the Branch ) thall branch vp de fab 
fe, from under hinfelf: he fhail be born ofhimfelf, as it were, of poor parentage; 
for this Brauch grew out of the root of Ieffe, when that goodly family was funk 
fo low, as from David the king to fofeph the carpenter. He that wriceth the life 


of King Edward 6. faith of his Tutours Dr. Cox, andMr. Joba Cheek, that they Sr, rbs 
were men of meane birth ; but fo well eftcemed for vertucand learning, that they Heywood. 


might well be faid to be born of themfelves. ie 

and he fall build the Temple of the Lord i. e. the fpirituall temple, that Tem- 
ple the Church, the glory whercof was far greater then the glory of the former 
Hag. 2. 9. See the Note there. And this he fhould do in the quality ofa king, 
and with royall magnificence. Yealfo as lively ftones ele& and precious are built 
up a {pirituall houfe, an holy Priefthood &c. 1. Per. 2.5. 

Verfe 13. Even he foall build the Temple of the Lord | The fame againe for grea- 
ter aflurance: as Pharaohs dream was doubled. Or, Ewen he foall build it, that is, 
he fhall both begin and finifh it ( It isthe fame word againe, butin the future 
tenfe ) Chrift is called the Authour and Fimfher of our faith Heb. 12.2 

and he foall beare the glory] Jefus fhall, not thou fehefouah(in Greck, Jefus ) 
though now thou beare the crown. Allthy glory is bur figurative of his. Thus 
Jaith the Lord, Remove the diadem ( or mitre ) take off the crown: this foall riot be 
the fame &c. Iwill overturn, overtørn overturn it, and it foall be no more, untill he 
come Whofe right it is, and I will give it him, that is Chrilt the king and prieit of his 
Church. Particularly for his Kingly office, he foall fit and rule upon his throne, asa 
Soveraigne Lord of all: And for his Prieftly office , 

he (hall be a Prieft upon his throne likewife| for the Charch alfo hath her thronc 
and jarifdi@ion, though diftind and {fevered from the civill. . 

and the counfell of peace foall be between them both | +. e. there fhall be no clath- 
ing between thefe two offices in Chrift ; -as there was fometimes between the 


Kings and the Priefts of former ages, but they fhould, as it were, take ie 
` counle 
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countell together for the good of the Church : Chrift having purchafed all 
peace co bis people by bis rielthood, and maintaining and defending it, by his 
Kingdome. 

Ferfer4. aad eke crownes foall be to Halem---for a memorial!’ Or monument 
of their incredulity, faith Culuin, and for their fall conviction. See the Note 
aboveon verfe 10. Ortheir liberality, fay others, and pcradventure with fome 
infeription or remembrance of their names ( here recorded ) for honour fake. 
Bar bett of all chote that fay thele duties were fora memoiiail in the Temple of 
the: Mefiiah that wes fhortly to be expe&ted, and was prefently promifed, The 
poor Jewes at this day are faid to haveacrown hanging in their fynagogues, 
againft che comming cl their long-lookt-for Meffiah. And thar he comes norall 
this while, they fay it is for their fins which are masy and bony, or, mighy, 
Coz?» tsuanoy.) Hutnow feeing he flayes fo long, he fhalibe, fay they, a foscron- 
ner of the end of the world, and thall gather by his power all pation, inte one fold, 
according to chat which here fclioweth. 

Perf ag. dled shey that ave farr oi | This was fulfilled in the conveifion of 
the Genriies who together with the «i hiifan Jewes grew upanto an holy Temple 
inthe Lerd Epa. 2. 19. Xe. lewa liom towe feats fuldledin Cyrus, Daris 
Artesrous, Herod, who were at great charge for the Temple-work. See 
Faraz. 15,16. the King and his Councel, the abylonian and Jewe gickea cons 
tribution to the work. 

aad ye full know] fe. by the event, and by your own experience. 

Tyo widi diligently chey the voyes] Thatisy Ibby faith ye reccive Chrift held 

fonhar the promite: aed then peifittin the ebedience o, taith unto the end. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Perf L e fourth yeer of King Daris Two yeersandamonth after the 

former Ermon. The word of the Lord was precious in thole dayes: 
Tie Load save the word: buritcannotbe tid chat greet was the company of thofe 
raat preseb ait; during the Captivity they complamed thar there was no more any 


Prophet; neither any amony them that knew how long :heir mitery fhould lait. 


Soon after thcir return, God itined them up Hagge, and Zachery ; and after 
that Avwdcety > and then there was Chithimeth ehazon, asthe fewes phrate it, a 
fealing up or end of Prophefie. Onay they had Surh-gedas they cahin, avoice 
from heavin fametime:, as tha. 3. 17, fof. a2. 25. Vhisand the pool of Bee 
the:da only were left them as extraordinary fignes of Gods love to thet people. 
hut for a punithment of ther killing the Prophets Casthey did this Zachary between 
the Porch and the Altar) and ftoning thole that were iene unto them (as they did 
the other Zachary the fon of febgjudab ) they had no more tropher:, till the Arche 
prophet, and bis forerunner the Baptift came. And now alfo by thi. long vacation 
of two yeers and a month, it appeareth char Preache:s were rare, and that fermons 
they hadbut feldome, Neither was it otherwite here in England atthe firtt retor- 
mation : for to many churches( for want of Preachers ) Readers were fent. 
‘Whence one of the Martyrs wifhed that every able Mimiti aight have cn 
Congicgations committed to his charge, till further provition could be made. 

the word of the Lord came nato Zachariah The Lord is (aid to come to Balian 
Abimelech, Laban Gc. But he never concredited his word to thete profane per- 
fons; ashedidtotheholy Prophets, of whom it isfaid as here, Tie word of the 
Lord came unto them. 

inthe fourth day of the ninth month) which anfwercth to our November; why 
the precife time of the prophefies is fet down, Sce the Note on Fug. 1.1. 

Verfe 2. When they had femi Shey? who? Nor the Pr nees of Perfia that 
were now profelyted, as the vainglorious Jewes (and aftes them H.-yaza and Hag o} 
would have it, for the honcur of their nation. Nor the Samarinans (as fome in 
Theodoret held ) as feeming to Judaizein part, to joyne Jowith ceremonies with 
Aeathenith rites But cither the lewes yet remayning in’ Babylon, as eins 
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Ferje 6. And when je did eat aid when ye did drink | 4s d. inall your actions na- 
tural, civil, recreative, religious, you fhould have fought, ferved, and fet un me 
yer fhould have donc all to the glory of God, as faith the Apofle : you fhoald 
r have eat, drunk and {lept eternall life, as ic was faid of a certain Scotch Divine 
, The way of lite is above to the wife Prov. 15.24. he gees ahigher way then oe 

neighbour, who contents himfelf witha natural ufe of the creature, bur he can 
, extract a fpiritual. Grace is called the divize nature, as that which Elixir-like bo 
contaction turns a!l into the fame property with it felf: meat makes us not accepte- 
blero God 1 (r.8.8. The kingdom of God. conlifts not in meats and dinis 

Rom. 4.17. Howbeit the Ifraelites were commanded, as to falt, fo to feail ps. 
fore the Lord ; that is, in faith and obedience: & todo every thing from che heare 
asunto him. ‘ihisthefe Jews did not; and are therefore worthily blamed. Vion 
thew feeding themiclves without fear of God, is concluded their no refed to int. 
in their fatis and holy icrvices : fith true goodneffeis ever like it feir, and care 
ricsan uniformity in all proceedings. 

Verfeq. Shasld ye no kesr the wards which the Lord hah eyel] gid. Fath bye 
not fpoken ivud enough,long enough è Hath henot fuiciencly declared Ris avii 
concerning thefe external actions, and efpecially concerning a fait prophaned 
through wickednefle /far.58.3,4. Jer. 14012. and cifewhere. Sed fardo foal snes AN 
hath been but as a trumpet founded ina dead mans ear: you are altogether uit- 


743 


7, ghter of ` counfellable, untractable : and all chat hath been fpoken bach even been tpit upo 
waz and Pers 411. i oii 
oft full fevénfcore fafts.s-and were — fFoukd ye vot the words] Sathe Original runs, by aconcife and fhort kinde of 


Speaking, well betitting a fharp reproof. Should ye not hear them and 
heed them ? which if you had done, you might have fpared that Jabour of 
comming to us : and out of the former prophefies bave refolyed your 
felves. 
wher Jernfoiem was jah cbited, tad in prafperay! But then their hearts were fur as 
eae, and the profperity of chofe fools deftroyed them : who, if they bad heark- 
ned to wifdom, had dwelt fafely - and lived quite from the tear ofen. Surely FOYS 32 
asthote that lie on down pillows cannot well hear; fu fuch asbe at cat in Siðir, 
cannet profit by good counfel. Itisby correction that God opencth the cares 
of men and fealeth their inttruction. Job.33.76. 
when sien inhibit the Sonth of the psa’ Heb. the Sonih of the pluie, that is, the 
bounds and borders, that part of the countrey that lieth mot open to the in- 
rodesofthe enemy, andhath moit ofail flr the delolations of war. See Janka 
16 and 32,44. l i i 
Merle Andile ward) See the Note on Torf 4. ; 
Perle 9. Escorts true judzensnt According to Devwr1.i7. See roe Note there. 
he prophet having here to do with Hypocrites, who boaft much of their picty 
with neglect ofcharity and feem to be ftrickt in the fervice of God, but make over- 
bold with men, preffeth them to duties of the fecond table, which yee he «ould 
have exercifed inthe firft table: for not onely the fecond is included in the 


5 though a good 
SENZA) yera 


yet 


de-mentioned by: the ‘ > firk, but in the very tirit commandment of the Lay the obfesvacien of the reft is 
minable : how much “4 commanded, as Luther well obfervech. 
ng:to cozentheGod `: ane thee mercy) Ov bonutnifulneffe, kindneffe, favourable dealing. 


| Bolio. -ap Op Ais judgements, and fill chi fe ‘of his own conict- eA uid crmpafias’ Hed bowels g. d. Do itout of deep pitcy Rom the heart-root. 
Cant,5.4i Cn l terpal tervices:; Thus Eph 4 lis a-himfelf, but proved an empty. s Draw our not your fheafe onely bat your for! to the hesrery this way the poorett may Efay es, 
: n¢.on- Ghrifts houfe-fide ) kept. ber frait exercife his Charity: though he cannot thew mercy, yet he may loveit inao g 9 
he may wifh well rto it, asthefe poor wretches that were willing iadeed butne- 
ver (alaffe) able to relieve the neceflicous Afar 25.35. we ulualiy cali fuch poor 
4 much: Wax: ' ae men, poor fouls: butin the bowels of compafliona poor foul may be aricli Chrifti. 
heart be. iprgphic al SCWIXE: ‘and bis : * an:andarich man may havea poor foul. . 
th B Ferfe1o. And oppreffe zot the widow nav the father te fej Widows and Orphan: 
are Gods clients, taken into his fpecial protection. ` 
the ftrauger | Whofe right is fo facred, faith one, that there wasneverretion 
fo barbarous, that would violate the fame. 
zor the poo whofe mifery moves compaition without an Orarour.{a che lowcoun-. 
triesthey may not beg, but only look pittifully. Yo grinde the faces of firch is bar- 
772 pareus 
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SSS es ee a a eee ea r 
barous cruelty: to wrong them, or but wrangle with them, is called, man-eating, 
Pfal. 14.4- ; 
and let none of you imagine evil againft his brother ia your heart. For though 
you never act it, yet Fecit quifque quantum volnit, faith Seneca Itis faid, Joh. 
24.9. Balac arofe and foughe with Ifrael: And yet the ftory faith nothing fo, 
Sed fieri dicitur qued tentatnr ant intenditur, faith Ribera upon Amos 9.5. Heg 
did nor, becaufe he durft not: yet he is faid to have done it, becaufe he had a mind 
to doit. A man may die of an inward bleeding: fo of heart-finnes, which are 
' majoris reatus, as we fec in devils, though outward finnes are majoras infamis, as 
the Schools well obferve. 
Verfe 11. But they refufed to hearken | Being a nation void of counfell, Derti 
"32.28. not willing to know what chey fhould do, left they fhould do wharthey 
would not. May ( faid they once, when they had nothing elfe to fay ) but We will 
have a king. : i 
and paled away the fbonlder | As untamed heifers do from the yoke : or un- 
toward Porters from the burthen. The Vulgar rendreth it, verterunt feapulam 
recedentem, making it a Metaphor from thole that fcornfully turn their backs upon 
their betters, when they like not their commands: as the Earl of Effex did once 
Camd Eliz. upon Queen Elizabeth ; whereat fhe waxing impatient, gave him a cuffe on the 
Anno 1598. car, bidding him be gone with a miflchief. Sides and fhoulders fhould be fet to Gods 
work, Zepb.3-9- 

and topped their cars | Heb. they made heavy their ears. See here, how they 
proceeded by degrees from bad to wore (for Nemo repente fit exrpiffimus ) noted 
inthe many dads here ufed. There is a concatenation of Vicesas well as of Graces: 
and he that is one ftep down the ladder of hell, knoweth not where he fhail ftop, 
till he break his neck at the very bottom. Wherefore Principiis chfta. Meddle not 
with fin : it ismodeft and maidenlike at firit, but who knows what it may come to? 
We have heard of Virgins fo modeft at firft, as to blufh at the motions of an ho- 
neft love, who being once corrupt and debauched, have grown boldly lafeivious, fo 
us to follicite others, fo as to profticute themfelves to all commers, &c. Keep thee 
therefore farre from an cvil matter, Exod. 23:7. have nothing to do with the un- 
fruitfull works of darknefle, Ephef. 5.14. Circa ferpentis antrum pofitus non era 
din ille{ss, He that playes upon the hole of the afp may be fuddenly ftung. 

Verje 12. Tea, they made their hearts as an Adamant | that hardeft of ftones, 
harder then the flint, Ezek. 3. 9. then thencther-milftone, fob 41.24. Pliay faith 
of it; Durities ejus eft inenarrabilis, © fimul igninm villrix natura O) nanquam 
incalefcens. The hardneffe of this ftone is unfpeakable: the fire cannot burn it, 
nor fo much asheat it thorow: the hammer cannot breakit; and therefore the 
Greeks callitan Adamant from its øntameablencffe. Hircino tamen rumpitur faa- 
guine, faith the fame Authour, Howbeit this hardeft itone foaked for a while in 
goats-blood, may be diffolved and broken in pieces. So may the hardett heart by 
Jorat the blood of Chrift ( the true fcape-goat ) applied by faith. They Mall look apos 
véoyrat. him whom they have pierced, and foall mourn: He fhall look again upon them, 
Apocal.t and they fhaill melt much more. A ftroke from guile broke Judas his heart into 

defpair : but a look from Chrift broke Peters heart into tears. Now till the heart be 

thus gracioufly mollified, inftructions glide offit, as rain falling upon a rock: AF- 

fliGions, Gods hammers do but beat upon an adamant, qei refpuit fcalptra © 

malleos, quin & ipfos difrumpit, which will fooner break them, then be broken by 

them. Ye ftiffenecked and uncircumcifed in hearts and cars, ye do always refift the 

Holy Ghoft : as your fathers did, fo do ye, Ad. 7.51. How their fathers did, ap- 

pears by this Text, and Neb. 9.29. They had not onely finews of sron, a natural 

hereditary hardneffe, (whereby all men are born averfe from, yea adverfe to the 

motions of the Spirit: That which is born of the fich 1s flesh) but alio browes of 

braffe, Efay 48. 4. an habitual, voluntary, adventitious, wilfall hardnefle ; refu- 

fing to be reformed, hating to be healed : fach a defperate hardneffe as neither Mi- 

_— niftery, nor mifery, nor miracle, nor mercy could poilibly mollisie. 
arenen by the former Prophets | Heb. by the band of the former Prophets, that is, by 
i their mouth and miniftery : but to as little purpofe,through their fingular obftinacy, 
e A as when Bede preached toan heap of ftones. 

Therefore 


Juda. 


„which hung down, and the feeble knees, they might go on to lay the laft ftone 


Caar.8. the Prophecie of Zachariah. Pe 


Therefore came a great wrath from the Lord of Hofts | Which argues that they 
were great finners before the Lord, as Ges. 13.13. for he doth not ufe to Kal flies 
upon mens browes with beetles. 

Ferfe 13. Therefore it vs come to paffe| By a moft juft and equall retaliation. 
Diftributive juftice requireth that men fhould be punifhed according to the nature 
and kind of their offences. The back-flider in heart hall be fiked with his own maes: Prov.i4a. 24 ; 
As he makes a match with mifchief, {o he fhall have his belly-full of ir: he hath ; 
fold himfelf to do wickedneffe, and he fhall be fure to have his payment. With 
the froward God will fhew himfelf froward, Pfal. 18. 26. he will be as croffe as 
they are, for the hearts of them. If they turn che deaf ear to to him, hee’!! doas 
much for them another time. They fhall call and cry for help till cheir hearts and 
fidesake, but all in vain: hee’ll not comeatthem. 1f they pull away the fhoulder, 
he will pull away their fupporters, and they fhall be overthrown in ftony places 
Pal. 141. 6. lf they harden their hearts, he will harden his hand, and haften 

j deftru&ion. This fhall they have of Gods hand, they fhall ie dows in Efy ṣo, 
Orro. 

Verfe 14. But I fcattered them With a whirl-wind | This is the fecond part of 
their punifhment. The firft was no audience, or help from heaven at their greatest 
need, verfe 13. This was the curfe of Saal, 1 Sam. 28.15. of Moab, Efay 16.12, 
of Davids enemies, P/al. 18.41. The next now is, giey were difjected and difi- : 

pated, as che duft of the mountains beforea whirl-wind : caft out of their native 
foil, and carried they knew not whither, with a great and fearfull difperfion, and 
difcerption of the fame body and nation. 

thus the land was defolate after them | This isthe third degree of their grievous 
punifhment, their land laid utterly wafte and defolate : according to that, Gud tur- 
neth a fruitful landineo barrenneffe for the wickedneffe of them that dwelt therein, 
Pfal. 107, 34. Here a learned Expofitour obferveth a wonderfull providence, .Pemble 
that this pleafant countrey, left thus deftitute of inhabitants, and compaffed about ithe. 
with warlike Nations, was not invaded, and replanted by forreiners for feverity 
yeers fpace: bur enjoyed her Sabbaths, refting from tillage and all other em- - 
ployments. 

for they laid the pleafant land defolate } They, by their finnes, rather then the 
Babylonians by their Armies, did all this {poil, as Danie! alfo confeffeth, chap. 9. 
16. and Nebemiab, chap 1.8, Sinisthe great make-bate, hell-hag, trouble-town, 
that hurled confufion over the world at firft: and brings defolation ttill to pleafanc 
countreys. Paleftine was very pleafant, not more by the nature of the foil, then ExeKcc.3 
by Gods {peciali bleffing: a land that he had efpied out for them, flowing with milk 
and honey, which was the glory of alliands: Yhistand they had Zed defolate, or 
for an aftonifoment, as fome render it : or for an La qua gerd ? as Montanas veadsit, 
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Whats here ? Nothing of its old pleafantnefle. 
CHAP. VIIL 
Verfe x. Gain, the word of the Lord of Elofts) As for reprehenfion in the 


: former chapter, fo for confolation in this: that they might not be 
difcouraged, or fay as once they did, There is no hepe: but lifting up the hands 
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with joy. To whichend alfo no lefe then 18. feverall times in this onc chapter > 
God is filed the Lord ef Hoffs: that refting upon Gods Power, and Goodnefle, 
( whereof they are affured by many precious promifes ) as upon the Jachin 
and Bozex, the two main pillars of a Chriftians faith, they might have ftrong con- 
folation. 

Came tome \ See the Note on chap. 7.8. , 

Verfe 2, T was zealous for Zion] See the Note on chap. 1.14. Jealous as an 
husband, zealous as a loving Father : for, Non amat qui non zelat laith Augufline; 
and a Father being rebuked by fome for his exceeding forwardneffe for his friend, 


anfwered, Ego aliter amare non didici, I know not how to love any otherwife then 
; Z23 carneftly. 


rae 


Jer. 14. 8. 


agile dwawy. 
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earneltly. God therefore to afcertaine his people of the mt of oF Fed aaa 
fes, arid to cure their anbelicf, lets them know that all ere wall fee 
his free grace without their defert. As at firft he loved i son niser y ar 
loved them Dest. 7. 7, 8.’ fo out of the fame love, he will be tow ga mal 
the good things here mentioned. Sec the like £fe 9-6 7- } c k sea tence 
detcriptioa of Chrif, his kingdome, and D a c n pei se 
zeal (that is, the tender love and ee grace } f ie eel i fs ‘ eiae i 
rar sot, So 2 Sam. 7. 21. Forrhy words fake, that is, 1 rifts fake, 
S to thise ee oe haft thos done all thefe things which sams pa p 
miled. According to thine own heart, that is, ex mero motit, fee oF o 
uncxcited love, or zeal, which is the top of all the affections, and the i 
; Md 2 
po e 3. Lemreturncd unto Zion) After along rere or m eke 
troubles, and chat difmall difperfion chap. 7. 14. Gor was gone; nee ee 
ed to his place, till chey fhould acknowledge their peni ang: e 7 e zs 
their afh:ċtion, faid He, they will feck me carly. Neither wa 5 } n ited 
appeareth Hof. 5. 15. withó. f. Come and let us return unto rl s or loy tbey; 
Doto: and chen I will come againe unto younas rhe reine, as Ba arer an £ ie 
ruine untothe earth, witha Corna-copia of peace, plenty and profperity. ; a 
this only will i doas a ftramger in the land, or as a way-fanng man that tarricth 
: S r . i a2 
eg dwell in the middeft of Jerufalen*| My Stechinah, or ferled Ea 
fhall be in the middeft of it, fe. in my Temple there feituated. Aen se 
that che Hebrew word hore ufed fignifieth continuationem frarionis, Fa 2 = : pa 
ledabude; fuchas was that of the God-head of Chiift in his Kan oe ; ae | - 
Word Was made flefh and dwelt among fè us, eoxivery. ihe word feemes to be ma 
‘this Shacunin the Text. 7 s 
a aik ei foall be called a city of trath) A fuithfull 7 iay aes ae 
rona rightly fo called: a place where the fineere fervice of 1 he nee ae oP 
and practifed : in oppoficion to other cities į tush as Athens was, F Ce 
idolatry Act. 17. 16. ) oe wena whoring aiter lying vanities, and i rf 
ir OV ies Joh. 2.5, - x is: 
Ce pene of the Lord of Hofs, the hely mountaine \ 7 be sok T pii 
claufe may fafely and fitly be extend :d tothe holy Cachol'ke Ca He eon 
Teltamentallo: whercot Jerufalem and the Meant Moriah, w ae a i pe 
{tood, were Figures. The Rabbines th infeives expect the goo Suen i po 
mifed to be performed when their Meilias fhall come, gum tantis wlrbuibu 
see There pall yet old men and old women dwellinthe fireets of leref-slem| 
Becaufe thie Ancient of dayes the jeft Lord ts in the middeft thorvef Zeph 3.5. and hz 


. oo an eee smooralland Spicitvall. 
TM II i vive every good gift and perfect givizg, that is, boin Temporallard Spicit 


Efay 9. 6, 


Ether of lights will be to His both u Ssn sad n Soild: and no good thng 
wi a from them that walk upr:ghtly Pj RES I. eer E 
promifes ofboth lives r Tim. 4. 8. Chriftis heire of all Heb. 1. 2. ana t TE 
are hiccoheires Rom. 8. 17. He is theeverdifiiag farber, and withali me ri 
of resce: his Children and tubject. fhall have both the upper and nether pringe 
both the bkting ofthe right hand ( {paricuall bletiings in heavenly things i ‘ ue 
Jefus ) and alfo of the left ; Riches and honour,delight and plealare, Life, anc eng f 
of dayes, peace and profperity &c. Pro. 3. 16, 17. and 8. 18, Pj vl, 112. 2) 3: 
Denr. 28. nye E O 

i man with his ftaff in his hand) his third leg, asthey callit : ie l. 

ther that ioe fo long ae fhall need a ftaff, a tervant ora lon ( fuch n ioe 
was to his oid decrepit father) to leane upon; becaule she flrong ae t aa 
fhall bow themfelves, tharis, bend and buckle under their burder. They 


: : 4 -np a ind 
Ecclef, 12+ 3° nor be cut off by the devouring {word of warr, that flaaghter-man of mankind, 


that layes heapes upon heapes, and by chain-bullets cuts its way through a heap 

f ronce, without refpect of old or yong. S Di yat 
o adake ee of the city fhal! be full of boyes and girles] Lads and taffes( as ths 
Hebrew feemes to fonnd ) that mind little elfe bur play, as if, with Leviatnar, 


thes 


HAP.S. 


| the Prophecie of Zachariah, 


they had been made to {port, or as thofe people of Tombutum in Africa, who are 
faid to {pend their whole time in finging and dancing. But his they could nor do 
if che times were troublefome, and the fouldier at his bloody play according to 
thatof Abacr 2 Sum. 2. 14. Let the Jong men now arife and play before us, that is, 
thraft their {words in their fellowes fides ver. 16. ` 
Ferfe 6. If it be marvelousin the eyes of the rensnant of this people] Herethe Lord 
gracioufly anfwereth the fecret objection of thefe ewes unbelecving and mifgiving 
hearts. Jt is impoflivle, thought they, that thefe promifes fhotild ever have 
their performance : they are fure, too good to be true. This is the voice of 
carnali realon: itufually tellsa ftory of impoffibilities, and judgeth according to 
fenfe, looketh upon Gods Jordan (as Nzamaa did ) with Syrian eyes. ` Bur faith 
can mount higher and fee farther: asa lark with a httle eye getting aloft, can fee 
that, whichan Oxe, witha bigger eye, but being below on the ground, cannot. 
Jt is the nature of faith to look upon allthingsfeifable. I can do all ebings,taith the, 
thorough Chrift that {trengtheneth me. Is there any thing too hard tor the Al- 
mighty? was not that an abfurd queftion of thefe mens Ancettouis, C: 
pure atidle for isin the Wilderneffe £ God can do much more then he will 
whaticever he willech that hedoth both in heaven and earth. 
bute prowiiet. faftenupon, fhe can beleeve God u 
orta pawn: and chae both a 
thn, sered ble. 


Lis alfo ce marvelous inmine eyes? g. d. will ye meafure me by your felves, 


aud imake my thoughts to beas your thoughts, my waycs as your wayes? there 
is no compaction, Abr-th.m caed not for the deadnefle of his own body or his 
Wives, ber was fh ong infaith, and gave God the glory of bis powcr Rom. 4. 20, 
This was it indeed that God himfeé minded hm of when he faid unto him Gen. 
17. 1. 1am God Almighty, walk before me and be upright: q. d. Thou wiltne- , 
ver do the later, unleffe thou beleeve the former. ne 

Ferfè 7. Behold 1 wil fave my people from the Eaft] This was in part ( no 
doubt ) literally meant of the feattered Jewes: and fulfilled alio, inthofe five 
hundred yeers {pace between the, Capt:vicy and Chrift, though ftories tell us not 
whenand how: and fhall be much more atthcir mych-defired converfion. For 
this is laid down for agenerall rule, thar all Evangelicali proimifes made to thc 
Jewes, fecing they neither at firft received the Gotpe!, nor ever hitherto enjoyed 
thatpeace, plenty, and protpe ity which thete and fuch like promiics do purport, 
canaot out aime at fomewhat that is yet to come. Aibcit it «annot be denied bur 


that the great and glorious things which in the height and excellency thereof 
are {poken particularly to them, do in their meature and degree appertaine in 
common to all the faithfull: and fo in the New ‘Teitament are ordinarily ap- 


in be pre- 
do: but 
And if faiti have 
pon his bare woid, ` with- 
Sainit fenic in things invifible, and againft reaton in 


plied. . 
Verfe8. Aad Iwill bring them] and then they are fure tobe brought. For 
who hathrefi 


fted his will ? he will b:eathe life into thoie deid bones. and flefl, 
fhall cover them: he will make up thole two ficks into one, aid Devid his fer- 
vant fhall be king over them for ever Ezek. 3 
and they foall dwell in the midft of Tersfakm ] Vhey thal, they hall. Othe 
Rhetoricke of God! O the certainty of the promites ! what a moultious fin is 
unbel.ef ? 
and they foallbe my people, and Iwill be their God] This isa Sort Goppel: this 
is the fumm of the covenant ofGrace. Brevis c longay plinegue aurea elt bec clan- $ 
{ulay as Parens fome-where {peakes of another Teat. This isa long and yeta 
fhort clanfe: fhortinfound, long in fenfe, but golden ali over. 
ta truth and righteoufneffe] Iwill be ther God in trash J that is, inan affured 
performance of promife. 
and they hall be my people in rightconfueffe’ That is, in obcdienceto my comman- 
dements. So here is the covenant renucd ina mutuall ftipulation.. 
Verfe9. Let your hands be ftreng | Having therefore tuele promiles dearly be- 


3 


loved, letustakc heart of grace againft all occafions of diftruft and feate: letus 2 COn 7. T: 


upand be doing, 


7 that the Lord may be withus; Let us fesre Iet facha promie 
being left ws, yea 


fuch a bundle of promifes as are contained in the New Covenant, 
any 
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Heb. 4. i. 


Efay 35.3, 4- 


2 Chr.29. 20» 
Job 15.41. 


Ez 3. 
John 2. 
Lach. 7. 


Ovid. 


x Sam.2g.19. 


Disin Tra. 


Efay 45- 7+ 
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i i fit; orby 
‘i from the fervice, fhould feem to come fhort of it ; y 
fait ane eh; Temple-work h fhould lofe the things thar pats 
aoe ht, bat that ye receive a full reward 2 Ioh. 8. ftrengthen ye the weak hands 
deoii: the feeble knees. Say to them of a féarefull Me P me ior 
a n himfelf, Encourage your {elve 
not&c. Say the fame every man to egress inal a oe 
jo id did 1 Sam, 30. 6. Beleeve the Prophe ye p 
pe eh sel s Hy > dages k Words by the psen of the Poten] my iat ai 
7 ld the confolation of God be {mall unto you ? will yenot tru 
nate ey ve already tried? and take comfortby our words now, whom 
o liars. l 
Šk i Seas a Bele dayes) fe. during thofc fourty and four yeers, where- 
i h ds aed from the work, minding only their own honfes and managing their 
a n akhire their labour was unprofitable, their ftate unquiet chorongh forraine 
own afhiirs, 
’ lecontents. à 
ab E B epa hire for bead Nulla emolumenta laborum, 


Both man and beaft did thcir parts, buc to httle purpofe, 


Ludit qui fterili femina mandat hamo. 


in little: acd n but put it intoa 
z d brought in little: they carned money, but p i 
E a ó. P Seethe Note there ) the gaines did nut counter- 
ile the paine es the work, , 
PERTTI A to him that Went out or came a ai pan via 
ithi cwi -was in danger of the enemy (See the like 2 ; 
within dores or without, he-was in dange i Fa ies kere sonia 
i bread of his foul in the perill of bis lite: being 
ae 5° eine ethic is mere crucity. For ifa man find his enemy, will he 
e one aay i ‘id Saul: 1 trow not, till he have his penniworth of him; = 
that Montter of Millaine, as the bloody har Hee rae ae FiA a uk 
i iar :ffe Indians ty millions of whom they 
mercileffe Spaniards on the harmele i Betb Jas Frain La: 
ed in forty two yeers, as Acofta the Jeluite te l , 
E E Eo andhe poor ee sales aoe A when a Ape 
ivi the ficih of the dead: 
killed: and compelled the living to feed upon r a nuy 
Tacitus takes notice, and gives them this ch: 
as the Iewes themfelves, of whom 7 f gives them shi sda: 
i dia in promptu apnd fuos, fed contra 
Pee ee d h to their own, but cruci to all others, 
hoftile odium, thatthey were kind enough to Sigh pate ores 
nas Idolaters, and therefore think they may y kil, 
yg VE and Cyrenians in Trajans time to the number pt agoa: 
ibcaend ? and as they ftilldo Chriftians where they can gain ane 
if ed: they curfe in their daily prayers with a Wuledic Domn 
picorer E they are every where {o contemuced and hated, thar 
a pere out of the world, caft outof ey DT od sae fale 
: i i ‘OF Bids 
in Turkey ) they are at every Eafter in danger of death. Fo 
ee ny ive oat of doors between Maundy-Thurfday at noon, 
Eafter-eveat night, the Chriftians among whom they dweli will {tone them : be 
canfe at that time they crucified our Sune one ai a eee M 
one againft his neighbeur\ And ¥ fet, cmifi or sifi, 
M T to che Vigi hathit: I/et ozor fest ont, not I ktor f Ciy r 
si ‘ Gods holy hand hath a fpeciall flroke inthe Churches afHictions, who fo 
ever be the inftrument. Herein his all-difpofing Providence is not only guint 
butactive. I make peace and crecteevill, thats, warr andcontention: whic 
called cvill by a fpecialty, as including all evills. 


Omega noftrorum Marsel, Mars Alpha malorum. 


i ifh- 
is there evillin a city, and F have not doncit? As. 3, 6. He ( fora puni 
e A an evill folate Of divifion and di(cord between Abimclech and o ike 
of Shechem lund g. 9. 23. not by inftilling any evill motions into iy bss ya Pri 
in a way of juft revenge for their treachery and cruelty to cr cons leash ae 

Goddoth 1. by letting loofé Satanupon them ( that great kindle-coale, 


bate 


Cuar.8. zhe Prophecie of Zachariah. 


bate of the world ) to raife jealoufies, heart-burnings and difcontents between 
them. 2. By giving them up to the Infts and corruptions of their own wicked 
hearts. 3. By giving occafions of enraging them more and more one againft ano- 
ther. And here the wickednelfe of thefe factions and fallings out is wholy from 
their lus chat warr in their members Zam. 4. 1. and not at all of God,. thoush 
his providence do concurr like as the ftench of the dung. hill riferh not from the 
Sun, though the Sun-fhine upon it be the occafion of it, 

every one ngainft his neighbour) A fad cafe, that common mifery fhould not breed 
unity amongft them : that neceflicy had not made them la 


iit i y down their private en- 
mities: that being vexed fo by the common adverfary, they ‘fhould yet vex and 
interteare one another. Blowes enough were not dealt by the Samaritans, Am- 


monites, and other Malignants; but their own muft add to the violence. Stil 
Satan is thus bufy, and Chriftians are thus malicious : thatthey muft needs fill our 
by the way home, and give bloody-nofes too fometimes. St. dames calls upon 
fuch to refit the devil, thatis, their unruly paffions of rage a 

with the devilf empeftereth and embroileth their {pirits ; 
matlers, fets one to kill another, that at night he may feed upon both. 

Ferfe 11. But now I will not be unto the refidue &c.| Now that the Tem 
well-nigh perfe@ted, and fo the caufe of my difpleafure removed ; 
{ce is already well amended, and thall be yetbetter; for there is 
tcnation of Gods mercies, like the links in achaine, every 
ture, if we break not the chaine by our unthankfullneffe. 
Lord hall change all this faith Hope, when it is at worft. 


and, like your cock- 


ple is 

the matter you 
a feries, aconca~ 
former drawes ona fu- 


Flebile principism melior fortuna Sequetur. 


As when, tis in better cafe, it faith, Return to thy reft, O my foule, for the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with thee. It is well for the prefent, and yet it willbe 


better hereafter. Fury isnotinGod: or ifat any time it {ecm tobe, yer he will 
not alwaies chide, neither will 


fortas it was with David, whofe foule 
was comforted concerning Amnon, feei 
rainbow of repentance appearing in our hearts, andhe will Prefently be pacified ; 

well he may wafh us, burt he will never drown us, 

Verfe 12. For the feed foall be profperous } Or, full and perfcé, as the Chaldec ` 
hath it; it hali be fruitfull and yeelda plentifull crop, fuch as fhall every way ane 
{wer the defirc ofthe husbandman. Inftead of your late fcarcity ( whereof See 
Hag, 1. 9. with the Notes )-yon fhall abound with plenty of all things, feed 
of the fat, and drinking of the fweet, and having your heart filled with food and 
gladneffe, more particularly. 

the vise fhall give her finit) fothat ye thall fwim in wine. 
aud the ground foall give ker eacreafe| her full burden of the belt; fo that your 
floors fhall fwell,and your tables fweat with fweerelt varieties. 


and the heavens fhall give their dew} that womb of the morning wherein the 
fruits are conceived. l ; 

and I will canfe the remnant of thes people to poffeffe all thefe thi: 
ple are apt to attribute too much tomeanes and fecond canfes of 
rity; God aflumes the honour of all to him(elf. Raine and fruitfulk feafons are 
his gift 4d. 14. 17. And Hof. 2. 22. he refolveth the gencalogie of corn and 
Wine into himfelf. I will heare the heaven, and the heaven hall heare the earth, 
&c. And both here, and cHewhere he giveth us to know, that the reward of 
religion is abundance of outward bleffings: which yetare not alwayes enrailedto 
godlineffe ( whatever Icfuites tell us of the Churches profperity-and plenty, ferch- , 
ing her mark from the warket )to the end that it may be admired for it fel, and 
not for thefe tranfitory trappings. 

Verfe13. As Je werea curfeamsong the heathen] The people of Gods wrath, and 
ofhis curfe E/ay 34. 5. ahhorred and accurfed' by all nations Ter. 24. 9. lafilya 
Proverb and a pattern for any fearfull imprecation Ezek, 14. 8. asthofe that hal 
the bloady wailes of Gods vifible vengeance on their backs, and ( Cain-like )bad -. 


his 


ongedto go forth unto Abfulom: for he 


1gs] whereas peo- 
plenty and profpe- 


nd revenge, where- Ham. 4.1.7, 


The right hand of the Pal rS arg 


he keep his anger forever. Itis with God in fome Phil. 103.9. 


nghe was dead. Let the Lord but fecthe 2 S#™.13.39. 
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a ae ot ae fee oe, op Reh Bates Foc oo on 
his manifeit mark upon their perfons and proceedings. The Turks at this day fo hate 
the Jews for crucitying Chrilt, chat they ute to fay in deteftation of a thing, J world 
I naali dee a dew thes LeemebeaJewif 1 cozen thee &c, Such a taunt and a 
curie this wretched people are fill. As they curfe Chrift and his followers con- 
tinually every day, 10 1E comes iis thar bowels like water, and bkg oy! into their 
bones, PULA). l 

vof Jed dn sel kozje of Ifrael} ie Befides the two tribes of Judah and 

z. diverfe of the ren tribes chat revolted (for religion fake) unto Judah were 

carried captive with them,and afterwards returned out of captivity allo in cher com- 
pany. To chem therefore, as weil as to the houfe of Judah is made the promife. 
fwelye thoufand ofthefe cen tribes returning are found by computation in that 
timantin fet down Exr2.3.64.as the Jew-Dodtours have concluded. Uhereare 
that underftand the words ofthe gencral converfion of all the Jews in the time 
of the Gofpel; and this may very well be, for oughe that 4 fee ro the con- 
trary 

aiid. fowl dfive vor] Lett you fhould fay in the language o 

pwdi dode faith God. 
whet! es ab? jizni Notonely aname and a praife as Zeph. 3-20 buta 
form to beuted in bieling of others : fichas was that Rveh 4 18,12. And not 
alkozether unhhe is that prayer ot Dawid ffl, 119. t32 Look thou 
upon me and be merciful unto me, as thou ufcit to do unto thote that love thy 


Nume. 
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pers gaty bat lor your ha ds be flrong | De not diffdent, but diligent in well doing: 

in due feafon you Mhail reap, if you faing not. See the note on vei fe 9. Tabs 

kare expectorates and unmans us: banifh it therefore, or ye will be betray- 
ed by it 

Mle uy, As Liboughe to panth yor} He had promifed to make them ofa curfe 
a blefling, and here he fhews them the caute of this change, namely, Gods better 
thoughts ofthem, and toward them, upon their return unto him. And becaute 
they might baply think that their Fathershad hard meafure : he tels them chat 
their punithment was the fruit of their provocations. And whereas they might ex- 
pect thar God fhould repentand relent toward tiem, He fhewes here that He 

a had repented fo long, that He was even weary with repenting - and that he 
ee ime. therefore 25 implacable, becaufe he found them incurable. Hence he refolved 
dicam jatem. 25 E2ck.o4.b3. and would not be altered. Lo thus far chefe Jews liad found and 
perans sger felt Gods fingers » and that in his menaces he had been as good as his word. 
ficit, Mimms Parle ry. Sougi have Tibora] Sie converfets jitas This change was not in 

God, bur in the people, to whom He is now refulved to fnew mercey, and that from 
a gracious purpofe and determination, fuch as aitereth not. 

‘ow ye no J Faith quelieth and killech difteuftful fear : bur awful dread it breed- 
eth, feedeth, foftereth and cherifheth. 

Vorf{e 16. Thee ave the things that ge (ball doj Heb. Theje are the wards. Ged 
will not fo do all good for his people, but chat they fhould reciprocate and do fom- 
thing for him by way of thankfulneffe. Particularly ; rbefe «reihe words, or com- 
raands,that ye fhal! not enely know, but do. They are verbs viverda wan legendas 
asleffons of Mufick mult be practifed, anda copy nor read onciy, but written 
after. 

jieak ihe trab every nazia hts neighborr) Let your words be few, and ponderous, 
Lig not in jelt, let ye go to hellin earneft. Let Sverates be your friend, and Pda 
rox buethe truth much more. Rather die then lic for any caule. 

exeeie the `n lame of irah wd peace) That is, upright judgment pronounced 

Judicium pa- or delivered with acaim and quiet minde: not angry, nor partial, nor of any dif- 
pie a tempered or troubled affection ; fuch as hatred, Fear, favour &c. All thar favours 
compafitan. 2f felffhould be {trained out, and fujlece, Lefice, (as AT fs Ipeakerh) tharis pure 
Calv, jattice without mud, fhould run down as a river. That Megiftrare hath toom- 
Deut.16.20. potent a fpirit, whofe fervices like the Dial, muft be fet onely by the Sun ol iir 

and finifter reipects. He fhould have, as nothing to ife, fo nothing to pet: 
schors. he flioukd be above all price or fale, and soare viet 
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good fouls in the text: every of whom was as forward for himfelf, as zealous for 
other. There are that make thefe co be the words of the well-affected, in an{wer 
ro the former invitation, Lue rs go fpeedily, fay fome citizens: Agreed, tay the 
other ; Zwi go ZKA 

Perje 22. Tea many people aad firong nations, &c. | The moft populous and po- 
tent people fubdued by Chrift, ( not by æn army, nor by power, bret by Gods Spirit 
of power, of love, and of a found mind ) fhall fend a lamb to the Lord of the whole 
tarth, fubmit to the feepter and lawes of Chrifts kingdome, yeeld the obedience of 
fith, and be profedyred to the Church. 

anil to pray before the Lord | Heb. to iztyeat bis face, which they behold in his 
Ordinances, thofe vifible fignes of his prefence. Popifh pilgrims, though ufed 
hardly, and lofe much of their eftates, yet fatisfie themfelves in this, 1 have that 
I came for, tiz. the fight of a dumb Idol, What then fhould not men do or 
fuffer, to fee Cod in his Ordinances 2 

Firfe 23. Ten men foull take kold out of all languages ] Ten, thatismany, o#t 
of all langirages, therefore not by compact, or fraudulent convention ; for they 
were farre afunder, and of diverfe languages, ( nam quifque alijs eft barbarus, faith 
Calzine. ) 

of the nations | for God manifefted inthe fich, was preached unto the Gen- 
tiles, beleeved on in the world, &c. 1 Tim. 3. 16. - , 

foulltake bold, even take hold | as children do on their mothers garments. 
of him that isa Few | who fhall not fhake them off, as baftard Gentiles, wor- 
thy Cerenche very beft of them ) to have their heads bruifed with the ferpent, as 
the moderne Jewes fay of us. Come sutame, faith Chrift: Therefore my brethren, 
dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, fo ftand faf in the Lord, my 
deri; beloved, faith Pasi. 

we will go with you | Beof yourreligion: not for fear,or any other by-refpect, 
as thofe Perfians, Efth. 8.17. (Jofephus relates of the Jewes, that they were very 
carefull how they reccived Profelytes in So/emons time (becaufe then their ftate 
flouriffied ) but out of found conviction, and good affection. 

for we bave heard’) And by hearing, tafted. 

that God i With you | Of a trath, as chat plain Corinthian confeffeth, 1 Cor, 
Ie 25% 


CHAP. IX. 
Verfe x. H E burden] i.e. the bitter and burdenfome Prophecy. See thc 
Å Note on 47%41.1.1. 

Inthe land of Hadrach} Better; onthe land of Hadrach: whereby is meant, 
not thy laad O Immanuel, or, O Mefliah (as Hierom, after Rabbi Benatzh ) nora 
countrey that is ncer, or lying round about another countrey, as Janis and Da- 
nens expound the Syrian word. But either a province, or a city, of fome Note in 
Syria, not far from Damafcus : Diodate maketh itto be an Idoll of the Syrians; 
which reprefented the Sunne: from which the countrey tookits name, as Efay 8.8. 
fer. 48. 46. Hof. 10. 5. | 

and Damafcrs | Vhe Metropolis of Syria, built fay fome, in the place where 
Caia flew Abel; and therehence called Damefech, or a bag of blood; a great 
feourge to Ifrael, chiefly famous for Saint Pants converfion there, and his rapture 
into the third heaven , during that three-dayes darkneffle , Aĉ, 9. 9. with 2 
Cor. 12. 2. 

[ball be the ref? thereof | fc. of that bitter burden which fhall here abide, and 
be fet spon itsown bafe, aschap. 5-41. Seca like expreflion, fob. 3.36. the wrath 
of God abidetb uponan unbeleever, tanquam trabali clavo fixa: he can neither a- 


vert nor avoid it. 
when the cyes of man,cc.} Thatis, of other men the Gentiles alfo, who as yet 


are carnall and walk, as men, foall be toward the Lord, lifted up in prayer, and con- 


fident expectation of mercy. See Pfal. 122.2. E , 
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Verfe 2, end Hamath alfo Pall border thereby | i.e. fhall {hare in the fame pu- 
nifhment with Damafcus, and fare the worfe for its neighbourhood. 

thosegh it be very wife ] and think to oxt-wit the enemy: tobe too hard for him 
that way, as Midian was for Ifrael, by his wédes rather then by his marres, Num.25. 
18. God taketh thefe Wifards is their own craft, ( as beafts in a coil ) and makes 
very fools of them, notwithftanding their many fetches; {pecially when they boatt 
of their wit, as Tyrus did, Ezek, 28.3,4,&c. and truftin it, Prov, 3-5. The Phe- 
nicians and Tyrians were wont to boaft, that they firft found out che ufe of letters, 
&c. Sure itis that by much trading by Sea, they were grown cunning and crafty 
Merchants, to cofen others: and this they coloured with the name of wifdome. 
Wife they were in their generation, Løke 16.8. but fo is the fox, the ferpenc, and 
the devil: who when he was but young, out-witted our firft parents. And wee 
are: {till fenfible of his flights, and not ignorant of his wiles, his methods, and his 
itratagems. 

Verfe 3. And Tyrus dia build her felf a frong-hold| Thor did build her felf 
A4atfor: An Elegancy not to be Englifhed. ( fuch as are many in the old Tefta- 
ment, but efpecially in Efay ) Icis asif it fhould be faid, 4 frong hold ( fuch as 
Tyrus which was naturally fortified ) did build it felf a frong hold, fc. by chein- 
duftry and diligence of men; fothat fhe might feem impregnable: yet all fhould 
not do. Alexander, after feven moneths fiege, took it, and deftroyed it. 

and heaped ap filucr as duf |) Pulverizavit argentum quafs pulverem. Shee 
had money enough ( by means of her long and great trade with all the world, Ezek. 
27.) and fo might hire what fouldiers fhe pleafed for her defence. The finewes 
of warre were not wanting to her. She heaped up her hoards as it were to heaven: 
her Magazines were full fraught. The word here rendred, heape xp, fignifiech to 
comport and gather in money, as men do corn into barnes and granaries. Evod. 
8. 10. P/al, 39. 7.But riches avail not in the day of wrath. And Tyrus ‘converted, 
leaves laying up,and treafuring,and falls to feeding and cloathing Gods Saints, E/ay 
23. 18. 

i Ferf. 4, Behold the Lord will caft her ost] Or, impoverifh her, as fome render 
it: that’s for her money. God can foon lec her blood in the vera cava, called 
Marfúpium: and make her nudam tartqnam ex mari. And then for her muni- 
tions : . 

He will (mite her power in the fea} She was feated ina Iland, upon munitions 
of rocks: the fea wasto her inftead of a three-fold wall and ditch. She was bet- 
ter fortified then Vesice is; which yet hath flourifhed above nine hundred years, 
and was never in the enemies hands: whence fife hath for her Motto, /mtacha manet. 
But Tyrus was taken Nebuchaduexzar, as his wages; and afterwards by Alexander, 
who never held any thing impoilible that he undertook, how unlikely foever it 
were to be effected. He found means to fill up the fea with ftones, trees, and rub- 
bifh, where it divided Tyrus from the Continent: and made himfelf mafter 
of it. 

and foe fhall be devoured with *fire | though feated in the heart of the fea, Exch. 
28.2. and had motted up her felf again Gods fire. Nothing fhall quench the 
fire that he kindleth. 

Verfe 5. Afbkelon hall fee it and fear] for, jam proximus ardet Ucalegos, 
her next neighbours houfe was now on fire ; and fhe might well fear the fhould be 
datht at leaft with the tail of thae over-flowing ftorm, that had {wept away Tyrus- 
The {word was now in commiffion : it was riding circuite, Beek. 14.17. and God 
had given ita {peciall charge againft Afhkelon, and againft the Sea-fhore: there 
had he appointed it, Per. 47. 6,7. Now Afhkelon, Gaza, and Ekron, were {cituate 
all along the Sea-coaft, Southward of Tyre and Sidon. All chefe were bitter ene- 
mies tothe Church: and were therefore deftroyed by Alexander the Great > that 
wan of Gods band. 

Gaza alfo feall fecit, and be very forrowfull} tikea travailing woman, as Efay 
26.17, 18. where the fame word is ufed: her heart fhall ake and quake within 
her: the fhall have fore throwes aud throbs. 

and Ekren: for her expettatiou foall be aframed | Her hope hath abufed her, her 
sonfidence is cut off, her countenance is covered with confufion. She ne that 

yrus 
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; uld have been a bulwark to her: or, at leaft a refuge, if need were. -Bur 
athe feat her expectation fhamed : The expettation of the wicked fhall perify. 
They look out of the window with Sierat’s mother, and fay, Have they not fed? 
have they nos divided the prey, œe? Yur what faith the Church, So ler chine ence 
mies perih, O Lord, Ge. Judg, §. 30, 31. ; 

and the king fhall perifo from Gaza | Rex, id eft, Regulus: for there were five 
Princes of the Philiftines ; each great city having a Prince over it, The Prince of 
Gaza that is here defigned to deftruction may very well be that Bers, whom Darius 
the laft king of Perfia had fer over Gaza. He having kept out Alexazder for two 
moneths, was at length ns by him together with the city, and pur to a cruelf 

: s Cartins teft:fieth. bo 
aie vee foal not be inbabited | Jt was fo wafted by warre, and difpeorted , 
that ic became cottages for fhepherds, and folds for fheep. See Seph. 2, j O. 
Howbeit after thisit was reinhabited ; for that bloody Herod that Hew the Infants 
was borne there, being firnamed 4fczlonita : and at this day it is a ftrong garifon of 
the Saracens. Saladine pulled down the walls of it : but our Richard the firft fer 
them up again, as drichomius telteth us out of Gul. Tyriss. 

Verfe 6. But abaftard fhall dwell at Afhded | Perhaps he meaneth Alexander: 
who was a baftard, by his mother O/ympia’s confeffion. The Greek here hath 
drarcyevisya firanger, an alien, or one of another generation, as che Greeks un- 
der Alexander, and afterwards the Jews under the Maccabees. Whence the Chal- 
dee turnes this Text thus ; The houfe of Ifrael fhall dwell in A/fedod, and fhall be 
there as ftrangers which have no father. In the Afs we find that the Jewes 
were fcattered up and down Paleftina, and fome found at Azotus, or Afhdod, 
pr T wil cut off the pride of the Philiftines| that is, their wealth, ftrength, 
and whatfoever elfe they gloried in, and grew. infolent , and injurious to the 
rah 7. And I will take away bis blood ont of his mouth | -That is, his bloody 
prey, (for faith Aben-Exra, thefe Philiftines did according to the falvage cufiome 
of thofe times, eat of he flefh, and any of the blood of their flain enemies } 

ill keep them from devouring my people any more. , , 
eae spiders | Hoc eft, ees PRE faith Calvin, his abomina- 
ils, his bloody robberies, and pillages, : 
ey rs spent The tmall remnant of Jews not yet altogether devons 
red by thefe cruell Cannibals, the Babylonians, Philtftines, and other enemies. 

even he fball be for our Ged | Though they be but an Hee, a {mail poor compa- 
ny of them: yet God will both own them, and honour them. > heen 

and he foal be as a governonr in Indah \ They thall all be Magnifico $; nt Pr in- 
ces, of high rank and dignity : ao its C a in Indab; God will honov: 

i tsof allmen. See chap. 12.8. 
g Iebufite] i.e. either flain, or a flave and tributary. I know 
this Text is otherwife expounded by unis and others: but I now like this Inter- 
Mafe Be pan A will iran about mine houfe| Though it be otherwife but ilf 
fenced and fortified : yet I will fee it fafegarded and fecured from the inrodes and 
incurfions of enemies, who are ranging up and down, and not onely robbing, oe 
ravifhing, Pfal. 10.9. For what was Alexander but an Arch-pirate, a ftrong theef, 
as the Pirate whom he had taken told him to his teeth > And whether here be wae 
mated by thefe words, becaufe of him that paffeth by, and him that rerurneth ] 
fomething of Alexanders voyages, who paffed by Judea into Egypt, and to Am- 
mons Oracle with his Army ; and thence returned to Perfia by the fame way, ane 
hurting the Jewes ; or fomething about the many expeditions of the Pease ey 
and Lagede to and fro from Egypt to Syria, and back again : among which we y 
burly the Jewes State ftood faft, though fometime a little shaken ; Ra ay, 
(faith a learned Interpreter: ) It may be both thofe and all other the like dangers 


are here generally comprized. 


` and nooppreffeur foall paffe thorow them any more | Chald. No Sultan: not the 


Turkifh tyrant, Lord of Greece, as verfe 13. fay thofe thar take the text of the 
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An Expofition on 
Jews glorious ftate at latt. Calvin thinkes that by this claufe, he cnly expounds 
what he had figuratively faid before. Danaus takes it of violence and oppreffion 
among themfelves, or of wringing and vexing by their own rulers : they fhall be 
fiee from violence both abroad and at home. 
for now have [fee with mine eyes| i. e. Ihave taken good notice of it, J have 
feen, Ihave feen, as Exod. 3. 7. and minecyc hath affected mine heart. Ihave 
well obferved that the enemy is grown unfufferably infolenr, and am therefore 
come to refcuc and relieve my people. The Chaldce hath itthus, Ihave now re- 
vealed my power todo them good : Aben. Exra makes thefe to be the Prophets 
words of himfclf q. d, I have feenall this in a manifeft vifion. Butthis is frigi- 
dum imo infalfum, faith Calvsnan odd conceit: unlefle wereter it( with Monta- 
nus ) to the following words, and make this the fente, (which yet I like not fo 
well, B-hold I feein che ipirit with the eyes of my mind, the Lord Chrift com- 
ming and entring with ftare, the city and temple. 

Verfe 9. Rezoyce greatly, O dangoter of Zion) Draw all thy waters with joy out 
of this welfpring of falvation, Loe here is the fumm of all the gocd news in the 
world ; and that which fhould make the faints everlaftingly merry, even to fhoute 
ing and finging in the height of Zion, that their king commeth. This fhould 
{wallow upail difcontents, and make them fing Hofanna in the bighef: Bl ffed is he. 
that commeth in the name of the Lord, 

behold thy King commetb| Not Zorobabel, or judas Maccabens, as fome Jewes 
interpretit: nor yet Alexander the, Great (as fome others ) buta greater then 
he, even Meffiah the Prince, as Chritt is filed Daz. 9, 25. who ball cut off the 
charret oc. asittollowcth in the next verfe, yea all the 4 charret. or Monar- 
chies, as fome expound chap. 6. how much more Tyrs, Gaza, Ekron, Damaf- 
cus &c, of which he {pake before in this chapter. 

unto thee | i. e. meerely for thy behoot and benefic, and not for his own. 
Other kings are much for their own profit, plcafures, pomp, &c. Chrift emp- 
tied himfelf of all his excellencies, that we might be filled with his fulneffe. 

he 13 juft and having falvation ] That he may jultifie thee by his rightcoufheile : 
and fave thee by his meritand fpirit. The Vulgar rendreth it, Zafè and a Saviour, 
fo doth the Chaldee. Salvation properly denotes the Negative part oi mans hap- 
pinefle, freedome from all evils and enemies: but itis ufually taken for the pofitive 
part alfo, w=. fruition of all goad: becaute ic is cafier to tell from What, then ure 

1 to what we are faved by Pehovah onr righteou{ne ffe. 
lowly] Or poor, afflitied, abet, See them fet together Zeph. 3. 12. and Phil, 
4. 12. 1 have learned to want and to be abafed. Poverty rendicth aman con- 
1 temptible, and ridiculous. Pazper ubique jacet, men go over the hedge where 
itis lowcft : the poor are trampled upon, and vilipended as Luke 16, 30. This 
` thy Son, he {corned to call him brother : becaufe he was poor, Now Chriftbe- 
came poor ro make us rich, a worm and no man ( anllificum:n Populi, as Tertukian 
phrafeth it ) that we might be advancedto glory, and honour, and immortality, 
Neither was he more low and mean in his eftate, then lowly and meck in mind: 
as farr from pride and ftatelineffe, as as his ftate was trom Pomp and magnis 
ficence. j l 

riding upon an affe | A poor filly beaft ufed by the meaner fort of people. 

Jea upon a colt the foale of an afe] Heb, ajfes, becaufe the colt whereon Chrift 

ı rode ran after two alfes coupled together in one yoxe, whereof one was hisdamm 
Mat. 21.5. Secthe Note there. Thefe afes uled to the yoke Hefod calleth 
Tada mices wretched, or enduring great toyleand labour. That Chrift {hould ride 
upon the foale of fùch a hard labouring affe, a yong wild colt, nor yet ready tamed 
and trained to the faddle, as it thewes his humility, fo alfo his power over the 
creature ( Clarefcente gloria inter humilem fimp licitatcm yand his peaceablencfic 
too, as Kimchi thinkes from that inthe next verfe, that the Iiraelites under Chrifts 
government fhould have no need of horfes and charrets. All this defcription of 
Chrifts perfon and kingdome we know was runctually fulfilledin our Saviour ac- 
+ cording to Mur. 23. Mar. a1. Luke rg. Ioh. 12. foure {utiicient witneffes. The 
ı old Rabbines and with them R. Solomon ( though a {worn enemy to Chriftians ) 
take the text of the promifed Meffias his folemne entrance into leruGlem: Of fe 
us 


Cuap.gs 


"the king of Egypt in his diftreffe, he was defpifed by the Egyptians, 


_ Caefar made proclamation that no man fhould thenceforth giv 


, too: and 2: for the extent of his government, It fhould be as large as the world, 


bya common cuttome of {pzech are put for the utmoft quarters of the world. 


s Patrun Chrit bere, by an Apofiopefis (an ordinary figure ) or k 


5 a H e ‘ 
Cuapr.g, the Prophecie of Zachariah. ey 
fas the crucified fon of Mary- ‘they will notyceld, becaufe they ftumble athis po. ' 
verty and expet pomp: Bur if they had confulted their own Prophets, they 
would have found, that Mefliah was forctoid, as defpicable Efay §3. 2. Poor. as 
here: crucified Dax. 9. 26. Num. 21. 9. among. malefacours se te ee 
nailed Pfal. .22. 16. pierced Zech, 12. 10. mocked P/at. 69. 7- And that cheir 
very rejection of him for his meanenefle and meckneffe ‘proveth him to be Chrift- 
Pfal. 118. 22. Ach. 4. 11. Ie isreported of Agefilaus, that comming to help 

becaufe. 
plfineneffe of his perfon, and the homelineffe of his attire: for Pee 
that they fhould fee the king of Sparta fuch an one, as the king of Perfia was 
bravely habited, and pompoufly attended, Semblably the Iewes expect a Chrift 
like to one of the mighty Monarches of the earth: and they are ttrongly poffut 
with the fond conceit of anearthly kingdome. Hence, when they faw. Mahomet 
arifing infach power, they were ftraighe ready tocry him up for their Mefiias. 
The rich bath many friends, faith Solomon, but the poor is bated, or flighted, even of 
his ownnsighbonr Prov, 14. 20. Chriftcameto his own: but his own received 
him not, When it was fometime difputed among the Romanes in the Ccuncell À 
ufing to deify great men, whether Chiift having done Many wonderfull works | E 
fhould be received into the number of the gods ? the Hiltorian faith, that they 
would not therefore recive him, becaufe he preached poverty, and made choice of 
poor mento follow him, whom the world careth notior. f 

Verfe 10. Aad I will cat off the charret ce. ‘| This is the fame in efe@ with 
that of Efay chap. 9. 7. Of the encreafe of Chrifts government and peace there hall 
be noend, and chap. 2. 4.°th-y thall beat their fwords into plowfhares, and ' 
their fpeares into pruning-hookes: nation fhall not life up {word againtt nation 
neither fhall they learne warrany more. Chrift was born in the raigne OF Angu. f na 
fis Cafar, then when having vanqu:fhed Lepidus, Antonins, and thercek of ‘his 
cremies bothar home and abroad, he fet open gates of Fanas in token ofan univer- 
fall peace: and raigned as Lord and Monarch of the Roman world. Polydor Viya p, ie ` 
gi!? ont of Orofirs tells us, that the felf- fame day wherein Chrilt was born, dugafias Ta H rt 
aa ton that e him the title of 
Lord, manifefto prafigio majoris dom:narus quitum in terris oring: stathhe. net: 
without a manifeft prefage ofa greater Lord then himfelfthen born into che world: 
greater 1. both for rhe peaccableneffe cf his Sovernment,as here; no uk of wea- 
pons or warlike engines. “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, bist (pirit sn 
al, 2 Cor, 10. 4. Ch:ift fh ll bring both to Jewes and Gentiles the Gofpel of 
peace. and the peace of the Grifpel. 


he feall [peake peace untothe Heathen’ peace of countrey,and peace of Confeience 


Sateen tA ae . oe 


` 


ee ae 


aCathohike kingdorne. 
bis daminton Ball be from Sea to Sea] Fromthe red Seato the Mediterranean Sea B 
or the Sea of Paleftina: for thefe two feas were the bound: of the lend of Canaan 
Num. 23. 31. for the Jews {carce knew any oth:r fea but chefe two. And the 
Prophet bere elludeth ro rhe times of So/omuzs reiene, aiappeares by Pal. 72. g. 
He thall have dominion alfo f-om fea to fea: and from the river unto the egds of 
the cargh: that is, fom Euphrates to the uemoft bounds of the holy landwhich 


Ferfe ut. As for thee alfo] O daughter of Sion, O my Church: not, O Chrift 
the king of the charch, asthe Greek and Latine fathers, and after them the Pupith . 


commartarours will nezds have it; the better ro eftablith their Chimera of Limbus 


3 : ceping back 
fornsthing w:Ookvathrough earncitre fle ofafletion, befpeaks his people in this 
fore: E buntu, Astor thes alfo, Twill furcly impart unto thee the benefits of Sg 
tha ms kicgdorie, as fhaye already egun to do in delivering you out of that i 
Wwaterl fo pte, thar arty dungeon ct che Babylonith thraldome. eat 
by the blood of thy covenant) by the blood of Chrift figured; by the blood that 
was{prinkled upon the people Exod. 24. 8, Pfal. 74, 20: Heb. 13,20. and 
by vertue of rhe Covenant confirmed thereby. on he 
T bsve fens fort thy prifoners) Ihave enlarged thy captives, -. 
: Aaa3 © oÈ 


trge rype i 
e Sa 
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Gen. 37. 24. _ °F of the pit Wherein is no water) but mud only, asin Jofephs pit, and Jeremies 

ler. 38.6. dungeon, The Saints have temporal deliverances alfo by vertuc of the covenant : 
and if ahy of Chrifts {ubjects fal! into defperate diftreffes and deadly dangers, 
yet they are prifoners of bope: and may look for deliverance by the bload of the 
covenant. 


Oe eee de eee 
CuarP.io. the Prophecie of Zachariah. 359° 


bare his arm, and bathe hisfword in blood. How many do you reckon me at? 

faid Antigonus to his fouldiers, when they feared che mulcitudes of their enemies. 

May not God fay fo-much more to his? Hath ever any waxed fierce againft him 

and profpered ? If hebut arife onely, his enemies fhall be fcattered; and thofe chat Phal.68.1. 
hare him fhall flee before him. . 


Cuap.g, 


Verfe 12. Tura ye to the flrong hold] i. e. to Chrift the rock ofages If. 26.4. 
the hope of Ifrael fer. 17. 13, the expectation of all the ends of the earth. Luke 


2. 25, 38. Or, to the Promife, that ttrong tower, whcreunto the righteous run ` 


andare fafe: that are Chrifli munitiffima, as Cyrill here faith trong hold of Chritt, 
Thox art my fhield, faith David, I truftinthy word Pfal. 119. 114. And againe, 
Remember thy word to thy fervant wherein thou haft canfed me to truf, Verfe 49. 
When yong /oafo was fought for to thefhambles by his murderous grandmother 
Athaliah, he washid inthe honfe of the Lord for fix yecrs. But whence was 


- this fafety > Even from the faithfull promife of God 2 Chren. 23. 3. Bebold the 


kings fon muft raigne, as the Lord had faid of the fons of David, that be fhould ne. 
ver want a man to raigne after him, Hence Pfal. 91. 4. his faithfulneffe and his 
truth fhall bethy fhie'dand buckler. Under this fhicld, and within this frong- 
hold of the promifes God had made them in the foregoing verfes, thefe prifo. 


bis arrow foall go forth with. the tightening | Here the former matter is illuftra- 
ted by matiy lofty tropes and allufions, either to thofe ancient deliverances at tl 
red-fea, and againft che Canaanites, and Philiftines, by thunders, lightening, and 
tempeft, or elle, as Calvin rather thinks to the terrible ‘delivery of che Law, with 


thunderings and lightenings, and found of crumpets, to the great amazements of 


the people, infomuch as AZofes himfelf faid, 1 exceedingly fear and quake. He 
confers Habak, 3- 3, 4,5. and further alledgeth, that Zemin here rendred the 
South, was the fame with Sinai, and lies South from Judæa. Lightening, thunder, 
and whirl-winds are a part oF Gods Armies, which he can draw forth at his pleafure 
again{t his enemies. Such things as thefe fell out oft-times in theswarres of the 
Maccabees. And how the Lord mightily aflifted his Apoitles, whofe arrowes went 
forth as the lightening, {wiftly, fuddenly, irrefiftibly, and whofe thunder gave a 
loud alarum to all Nations, i need not relare. 


“ners of hope, thefe heires pf the promites, were to fhroud and fecure themfflves 


Verf. 15. The Lord of hofts feall defend them | Heb. fall hold bis buckler over Paulum quoi- 
amidft thofe dangersand diftreffes as incompaffed themon every fide, Andthat l 


. sa £ efcunque lego, 
thera, which none can ftrike thorow. non verba mihi 


¢ Phil. 9.18. they might know that the needy fhould not alwayes be forgotten, the expelation and they foall devour | fc. their enemies, that till then did eat up Gods people audire videor 
: of the poor fhould not perilh for ever, herc’sa precious promife of prefent comfort. as they eat bread, Pfal..14. 5. fed tonitrua, 
even today do { declare that I will render double unto thee | Though you be now aad fisbdue with fling-ftones } with weak means, as David did Golith. ye 

at never fo great anunder, yet I do make an open promife unto you, verbs non fo- and they foall drink and make a soife) Txmultuabuntur quafi temulenti, "Tis 

lum difertts fed È exertit, J doaflure you in the word of truth, that I will render a Catechrefis Signifying the very-grear deftruction of their enemies: fo that they 
| unto thee thou poor foule that lieft panting under the prefent pretlure, desble, that might. be even drunk with their blood, if they had any mind toit: the congues of 
is, life andliberty, faith Theodoret : Graceand Glory, faith Lyra: Or donbleto their dogges fhould be dipped therein, as P/a/. 68.23,24. 
what thou hopet, 1 will be better to thee then thy hopes, faith Hierom: Or do nble, and they fhall be filled like bowls, &c. | that held the blood of the facrifices, 

that is, multiplied mercy; but efpecially Chrift, whois called the Gift of Ged by * and as the corners of the altar | which were all befprinkled with the blood of 
3 an excellency Tob. 4. 10. the Benefit 1. Tine. 6. 2. that which fhall abundantly the facrifices. A Lapide applies all this to thofe héavenly Conqueroers, and more, 
A countervaile all croffes and miferies AZar. 10. 30. lob had all doubled to him. Va- that is, Triumphers, the Apoftles and Martyrs. : 
lentinian had the Empire;Q. Elifabeth the Crown. God will be to his Hannahs, ` Verfer6. And the Lord their God fhall favethem | Not defend them onely as i 
better then ten ch Idren. Lord of Holts, werfe 15. but as a further favour, fave them astheir God in Cove- Ee 
Verfe 13. When 1 have bent Judah forme) God himfelf did the work though nant with them. 3 
? by the fons of Zion, as his inftiuments whom heufed, and profpered againit the * as the flock, of hes people } vefcuing them as David did his lamb from the lion and R 
. fons of Greece, that is the ficceffours of Alexander the Great, who led them out bear, and rending them continually. 
of Greece againft the power of Perfia, and who {eizing upon Egypt and Syria, as the ftones of a crown |> Coftly and precious, or Monumentall-ftones, with 
? cruíhtand ground the poor Jews betwixt them, as berwixt two milftones. This crowns on the top, and fetup for Trophies. ~ z 
| Prophefie was fulfilled in the Adaccabes: but may have on eye to the Apotitics, Verfe 17. For how great rs bes goodneffe | He fhuts up all with this {weet Epi- 
who were fome of them of Judah, fome of Ephraim ; that is, of the ten tribes, as ` phonema, or exclamation, admiring the fingular goodneffe of God to his people in 

a Phal. 45. 5. of Zebulon, Nepthalj &c. thefe Chrift ufed as bowes and arrowes in the band ofa ` all the former particulars: and yet promifing them Abundance of outward neceffa- 

mighty man, whereby the people fell under bine; the fons of Greece efpecially, where ries, ven toan honeft affluence: they fhould have ftore of corn and wine ; fo much 
| ` fo many famous churches were planted, asappeares by the 4és and the Revelation, as fhould make them fucculent and vigorous, full of fappe and good humours. 
See Rev. 6. 2. withthe Nete. + ' l «Provided, that firft they content not themfelves with the nacuralLufe of the creature, 
Z and made thee as the fword of a mighty max] giventhceboth armes, and an arme but taft how good the Lordis. And next, that they put this promife into fuit by 
> to wêild them. For,it is God that {trengtheneth and weakeneth the armes ofei- their prayers, as chap. 10, L 
ther patty in battel Ez:k, 30. 24. Leis healfo that rendreth the wcapoñs vaine ` 

or profperous Ifa, 54. ait. ler. 50. 9, This Judas Maccabens well underkood : SEN 

and therefore had his name from the capitall letters of this motto written in his a aa aero ol a . 

Enfigne, Mi camoca beluhim Jehovah, who is likethee O Lord among the Gods ? CHAP. X. 

` St. Paxlalfothat conquered fo many countries, and brought in the {poiles of fo | i ” . 
many foules to God ( whence the change of his name from Sax? to Paul, as fome Virfe 1. SK you of the Lord rain] Askitand have it: Open your mouthes oa 
2Cor.go, think, from Sergins Paslus the Proconful, whom he converted to the taith Ad. A wide, and he wilf full them. Seek yee the Lord till he come, and rain Hof1o.12. 
1 Cor. 15. 13- 9. ) The weapons of our warfare, faith He, are mighty through God to the tighteoufneffe upon you: Surely as the Sunne draws up vapours from the earth and 


cafting down of ftrong-holds. ‘Nor I, but the grace of God that t with me Ge. 
And ye men of tfiacl, why look ye fo earneftly upon us, faith Peter, asif by our 

own power or holineffe &c. Af. 3.12. 22 
Ferfe 14. And the Lord fall be feen over them) fhall be con{picuous amongft 
them: hefhall appeare for them in the high places of the field, he fhall make 
: are 


fea, not toretain them, but to return them : and as thin vapours eome down again 
in thick fhowers of rain: So God calls for our prayers, for our profit: and does 
for us exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, Ephef. 3.20. Ask we 
muft, Ezek, 36.37. Prayer is an indifpenfable duty. Our Saviour taught his difci- 
plesto pray. He himfelf was to ask of his Father, and then he fhould se oa 

eather 


eAn Expofition on 


Cuar.io, 


Se St Sanna Sanne 

Heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for his poffeflion 

Pfal.2.8. He could have had prefently twelve legions. of Angels to refcueshim? 

. but then he was to fend to heaven for them by prayer, 1/at.+26. 53. {came fort 

words, that is, for thy prayers fake, faith the Angelto Daniel. As well as God 

loved bim, he looked tohear from him, Daa. 10. 11, 12. for he will grace his own 
Ordinances, and make his people know both their diftance and dependance. 

è Rain in the time of the latter rain | Rain isthe Aux ofa moit cloud ; which be- 

ing diffolved by little and little, by the heat of the Sun, lets down rain by drops 

out of the middle region of the air. This, if it come right in due time and mea- 

fure, it makech much fer che fattening of the carth, Pfal. 65..11. laying the heat, 

nourithing the herb and tree, Efcy 44. 14. refrefhing all creatures, graffe, fruits, 

- Sc. Ler 26.4. fam. 5.18. Efay 30.23. So if otherwife, it proves agreat pu- 

Joel ricbo pihent. fuel 4, Great expectation there was in Judæa and thofe Eaftern parts 

Ret7,1RC OF the former and the latter rain. That, fell in the fecd-time about Autumne : this 

in che Spring-eide, caufing the corn to ear, and kearn before harveft. Both wore io 

be foughtof God alone. For are there any among the vanities of the Gent:lzs rhat 

can caufe rain ? or can the heaven give fhowres? No,no 3 Thefe come b; a divine 

decree, 74b 28.26. God prepares rain, Pfal. 147.8. he difpenfeth it in sumer, 

weight, and meafure, lob 28. 25. not a drop falls in vain, or ina wrong place: he 

alfo with-holds it when, and where he thinks good, Amos q. 7. The Łgyptiznsifed 

in a profane mockery, to tell other Nations, that if Ged fhould forget to rzin, 

{hey mighe allchance to ftarve forit. The rain they thought was of God, but sot 

their river: which cherefore God threatenéth to dry up, Ezek, 29. 3,9. Ef io. 


t dib 2: : h : 
Meee ‘The cr:azures at beft are but broken ciferns. Mot tountains, but cifterns onely ; and 
Aramis, thofe broken tvo ; there’s no trufting to chem: they were never true to chof: chat 
Jer.2.13. trufted them. l 


Soth Lord hall make bright clouds | Nubes curfitantes, thin clouds, that flie 
fwiftly in the airy moft commonly before and after very rainy weather. 2. Salomon’ 
interprets the word here ufed, not lightenings, which yet are fignes and fore-runners 
of rain, P/a. 135.7. Ler. 10.13..but clouds bringing rain. Clouds are nothing 
elfe but vapours thickened in the middle region of the air, by the cold invironing 
and driving them togetlier: chat they may be as fo many heavenly borties holding 
water, to be fcafonably diftilled. How they areupheld, and why they fali here, 
and now, and by drops, not by jponts ( fith they are veffels as thin as che liquor 
contained in them ) we xnow not, and wonder. 

and give them foowres of r tin } Heb. rain, rain, thatis, plentifoll rain upon his 

Kcelef.y2.2, inheritance: the clomds full returmaftcr the rain, and as one thowreis unburthe-' 

Efay 45.19. ned, another fhall be brewed. God fcornsto fay to the feed’ of lacob, Siei ye me 
in vain: or that any of his fuitours fhould go fad away, for want or an aniwer 
Davidasked him for life: and God gave him mere, even length of dayes for ever 
and ever, Pfad,21.4. Many came to Chrift for cure of their bodies, he cured,chem 
on both fides: and was better to them then their prayers. Gehezi asked Naaman 
for a talent of filvgr : nay,take two, faid he: and he preffed it upon him. So fath 
God tohis, Ask and fpare not, shat your joy'may be full. Ye ave not {traitened 
in inc, but ye are ftraitened in your own bowels. Ye have not, becaufe ye ask not: 
and Le is worthy to want it, thar may have it for asking oncly. 

to every one grajfe ] Graffe for the cattle, and corn for the food of man, as the 
Chaldee expounds it . 

Ferie 2. For rhe idols have fhoken vanity] q.d. Therefore ask good things at 
Gods hands, as rain, food, arid all neceflary provifion: becanfe Idols and footh- 
fayers cannot help you to thefe things. 1f they promife you (as they will ) beleeve 
them not: for they lie as faft, as once Rabbakeh did for his Mafter : when he pro- 


Efay-36.17. mifed the people a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. And, 


they willfinally ferve you, as Ab/aloms mule ferved her Mafter: whom the left at ` 


his greateft need, to hang betwixt heaven and earth, as rejected of both. Lo fuch 

% are all creature-comforts golden delufions,lying vanities,apples of Sodom, nec vera, 
1Cor7.g1, PEC veftra, the fafhionof this world, faith Panl; the phantafies of mens brain, faith 
Luke, AQ. 25.23. the femblances and em pty fhews of good, without any reality, 

f ' or 


5, 5. asalfo he did (as both Seneca and Ovid teftifie ) in the raigne of Cleopatra. + 


CHAP.jO. 


the Prophecie of Zachariah. 
or folid confiftency,faith Se/omon often. They are, faith our Prophet here,a wicked 
deceit, and-cofinage. An arrant lie, a falfe dream, a vain or empty comfort that 
utterly deceiveth a mans confidence, and maketh him, in the fulneffe of his con- 
ceited fufficiencte, to be in firaights. Thefe here for inftance : viz. the Jews thar 
had been carried captives as a flock without a guide, fheep without a fhepherd, 
and yer had not ( till after fome while at leaft) abrenounced their Idols, Jer. 44.22. 
SZER. Q. 
E REA E they went their way as a flock Driven by the butcher to the flaugh- 
ter-houfe. Idelatry isa land-defolating fin: as befides thefe Jews ( the more 1n- 
genuous of them at this day confeffe, that in all their punifhments there is ftill an 
ounce of the golden-calf made by them in the wilderneffe ) the Greek Church was 
undone by it. The worfhipping of Images they defended with tooth and nail ( as 
they fay ) and ‘eftablithed it in the fecond Councell of Nice ; not long before the 
Turk cook Nice, and made it the feat of his Empire, in Oppofition to Conftantina 
ple, which at length he took alfo ; and brought in Mahometifme, that foul impiety, 
which quickly over-{pread the whole Eaft and South, like as Popith Idolatry did 


the Weft and North, But this iniquity will be their raine. Babylon the great is | 
fallen, is fallen. She buth fallen culpably, fhe fhal! therefore fall penally. And £ 


why? She zs become the habitation of devils that is, of idols, See Rev. 9.20, 1 Cor. 
Voi 3. Mine anger was kindled againft the fhepherds | Paftores Impoftores : 
the greedy priefts , and falfe prophets main caufes of the captivity.: becaufe 
through their default, there was no knowledge nor fear of God inthe land, Efay 
§.13- Hof. 4. 6,7. Sec ler, 23. 1. Ezek, 34. 1. 

and I punifoed the goats | The Grandeesand Governours, temporali and Eccle- 
fiafticall. See Ezek, 34.17. They fhould have been.as the hee-goats before the 
flock, Jer. 50. 8. worthy Guidesto God, But they were goats in another fence, 
unruly, and nafty, and fafcivious ( as thofe two filthy fellows for inftance, whom 
for thetr adultery the king of Babylon roafted in the fire, Jer. 29. 22.) and fuch 
as begat kids of their own kind, men of their own make, and went before them in 
wickedneffe, as the goats lead the flocks. _ . i 

for the Lord of hofs } Better to read it, bat the Lord of hofts,&c. And this is 
fpoken for the comfort of thofe that called upon God, and abhorred Idols, and 
Idol-fhepherds, that were in fpeciall covenant with him, and therefore owned by 
him, ashis flock, or peculiar charge. Now, to fuch he promifeth to feed them as 
his fheep, and to furnifh them as his horfe for fervice, his goodly warre-horfe, 
mainly refpected by his Mafter, as Bucephalus was by Alexander. This may in part 
be underftood of the Maccabees victories: but principally of the Apoftles, thofe 
white berfes, upon which they rode thorow the world, conquering and to conquer, 
Rev.6.2. Saint Panl is fitly compared to that war-horfe in 7ob, chap. 39. 20. 
whofe neck is clothed with thunder, and the glory of his noftrils is terrible. He 
mockethat fear, and turneth not back from the {word. He goeth on to meet the 
armed man, and fwalloweth the ground with fiercenefle, and rage, &c. 

Verfe 4. Out of bimcame forth the corner | Anguissy not Angels as fome Vul- 
gar Latine tranflations have it- and 4 Lapide juftly finds fault with it. A like fault 
Surius and Caranza (his fellow-popelings ) are content to wink at, nay to defend 
in the Laodicene Councell, becaufe it makes for their Angel-worfhip. For where- 
as the Councell truely faith, OG Si xestavis Ayptass svoudlew, Chriftians muft not 
pray to Angels. They make the words to be Non oportet Chréftianos ad angulos con- 
regationes facere. Chriftians ought not hold their meetings in corners ; and they 
make the title fay. the fame thing. But is this fair dealing, thus to falfifie antiquity 
for their own ends, and to maintain their own errours ? As for the Text. 

Out of him came forth, œc. ] That is, Out of Judah fhall be had all things nc- 
ceffary, bothat home (and here the Prophet proceeds from the foundation to the 
nails, or faftening of the houfe together) and abroad: both for the maftering of 
the enemy by the Battle-bowe, &c. and the making of him tributary: for 

Out of him foall come every exafkour | fc. OF homage and tribute, as the fruit 

of their vidory. Daneus fenceth it thus. Out of Judah fhall go every oppreffour 
which did vex his people before, God driving him forth. aP 
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Vere 5. Aud they {hall be as mighty men] Or, as Giants, asGubriels, they fhall be 


ftrong in the Lord; and in the power of his mighe,they fhal do worthily in Epbratas, 
and be famous in Bethlehem : their bow {hall abide in Strength, and the armes of their 
htads be made flroug, by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob : fron: thence zs the fhep- 
Plutarch heard zhe ftoxe of Ifrael. Gez,49.24. Iit could be faid of Mi: þridates, a meer A- 
cheift, that he never wanted any. courage nor counfel ; how much of Gods warri- 
ours, fuch as /ud.s Macabeus, efpecially Mefliah the Prince, who treads down his 
enemies as the mire of the frreets, setting his feet in their necks and making them to 


Ru.2. Ir, 


be found liars unto him, rhac is to yeeld him at leatt a forced and fained fub- 


jection. , oo Le 
wad they (bull fight becanfe the Lord is with then} This isenough to make them. 


fight up to the knees in blood, that they have God to ftand by them: not. 


onely asa fpectatour, or Agozathera (though that’s fomwhat: dogs and other’ 
baler creatures will ight lufily when their malters are by, and do iet them on) 
but asa Cuptain of the Lords Hofts, as Chrift iscalled, and a Coadjutor, a Cham- 
pion, aman of war Exod.13.3. Yea, he alone isa whole army of men, heis Van 
and Reive both, f/a7.52.12. The fhields of the earch belong tohim,the AL itis 
ofthe world is his ‘Pfl.47.9, he hath magaleh cheloth and zzatteh cheloth, as the 
Rabbins well obferve, armies both above, and beneath, as his horfe and footto 
che for his people. 
nee the riders horfes {hull be confounded) As they were in the conqueft of Ca- 
naan, where the enemies had horfes and chariots, when the Ifraelites had neither, 
as Origen oblerveth : and as they were in all Davids wars, and the reft of the vi&o- 
rious kings of Ifrael, who according to the Law Dem. 17-16. made no ufe of 
horfes (but faid An horfe ss but avam thing for bittel &e. God takes zo delight in 
the flrexg.b of ax horfe) andever fought on foot with fingular fucceffe. So did 
the Maccabees, Zifca, and after him the Bohemians, the Englifh in France at the 
battle of Spurres (to the battle of Terwin was cailed in Henry the eighth his time, 
Spied.iceo. | from the French pofting away to fave their lives.) ; a 
Verf., Aad Iwill fivengthen the honfe of Jacsk} Robuftos, ac quafi Gabri- 
A Lapide cies effician. See ( hap.t2.8, Ef-y 10.34. See verfe 5. of this chapter. The Saints 
fhallbe Pre:erhened with all migh. according to his glorious power, (Col.t. 1%. at 
the Refurrection efpecially, when Chrift fhall change their vile bodies, and make 
them like unto his glorious body in ftrength, agility, beauty &c. The bodies of 
ı the Saints, faith Lasher, fhall havethat power as to toffe the greateft mountains 
inthe world like a ball. Azfelme faith fuch, as they fhall be able to fhake the 
whole earth at their pleafure. Our Saviour faith, that they fhall be asthe Angels 
of God Luk, 20.36. more like fpirits then bodies, while they are here, /z qaier 
and confidence is their ftrength Efay 30.15. and again in the fame chapter werfe ge 
their Preneth is to fit fill. “They expected much ftrength from Egypt: bur the 
Prophet telis them thar by fiting {till and waiting for the falvation of God by faith, 
Heb.11.3q. they fall have.an Egypt, and better, out of weaknefle they fho#ld be made Sfrrong, 
wax valiant in (ght, turn to flight the armies of the aliens, as the Maccabees did, and 
asMichaeland his Angels ‘Rev.12. the noble Army ofthe Apoftles, who were 
more then Conquerours-: and Martyrs who tired their tormentours and laughed 
pat their cruelty : the valour of che patients, the favageneffe of the perfecutours 
{trove together ; till both exceeding nature and belief, bred wonder and aftonifh- 
ment in beholders and readers. Thefe were thofelion-like men of the tribe of Ju- 
dah that took the kingdom by violence. Judah which fignificth the Confeffoxr, had 
thekingdom, as Lewi had the Prieft-hood, both forfeited by Reszben who was 
weak as water. Gez.49, 
ad Twill fave the houfe of Fufeph\ that is, Ephraim, but for the ten tribes, whom 
God here promifeth to fave, not to bring back, faith the Geneva-Note on Pr. 9. 
But others there are that gather from thefe words and chefe that follow, that 
God willnot onely preferve them, but reduce and refettle them in their own 
countrey, yea, and multiply them fo abundantly , as that their countrey fhall not 
be able to hold them Perfe 10. Whence cometh Afhurs and Egypts fubjection to 
Chrift ; that is, all che tra& of the Eaft, and of the South verfe 11. and their 
perpetual eftablifhment inthe faith. 


Ferfe Its 


place them] I will place them in thei 
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houfes as Haf. 11.11. The Sept. render it, Iwill caufè them to dwell. The Caldee trawa 


I will gather together their captivity. Some fpecial mercy is affured them by this Uw * 


WW coinpof- 


for I have mercy upon them| Heres a double caule alledged, of thefe fo great and 


gracious promifes : and both excluding works. Firft Gods mere mercy. 


for his choice. 


The effects of which love are here fetdown. 1.That he heareth their prayers, Z wil 
hear them. 2. That he reaccepteth and reftoreth them in Chrift, asif chey had 
never offended againft him. They fhallbe as though I had zot caf them of. That 


d 


wasa cutting fpeech, and far worfe then their captivity Jer. 16. 13. When God- 
not onely threateneth to caft them out of their countrey into a ftrange land, but 
thatchere be would thew them no favour. Here he promifech to pitty them; and 


then they muft needsthink deliverance was at nest door by. 


and they fhall be as though I had not caft them off | And this the fooner, and the ra- 
ther, becaufe they called chem out-cafts, faying, This is Zion whom no man fecketh 
afier Fer. 30.17. The Jewith Nation, faith Tully, thew how God regards them 
that have been fo oft overcome, viz. by Nibuchad-nezzar, Pompey Ge. God 
therfore promifeth to provide for his own great name, by being fully reconciled to 


his poor people, whom the world looked uponas abjects. 


for I amthe Lord their God'And if I fhould not fee to their fafety, it would much re- 
fied upon me. T his David well knew;and therefore prayes thus, Jam rhine, Lord, 


fave me. 


Palris. 


and will hear them, Or, I will [peak with them : peak to their hearts, It is no more, 


faith One, thenifaman were ina fair dining-room with much good company, 
and thereis fome fpecial friend whom he loveth dearly, that calleth him afide 
to fpeakin private of bufineffe, that neerly concerneth him : and though he go 
into a worfe room, yet he is well enough pleafed. Soif Godin loffe of friends, 
houfes; countrey, comforts whatfoever, will fpeak. with xs, Will anfwer us, the 
loffe will be eafily made up. ‘Philip Laxtgrave of Hefle being a long time prifo- 
nerunder Charles 5, was demanded what upheld hinfail that time > He anfwered, 
that he had felt the favour of God, and the Diviné confolations of the Martyrs. 
There be Divine comforts that are felt onely under the croffe. I will bring her 
into the wilderneffe, and there {peak to her heart’ Hof: 2.13. Mracl was never fo 
royally provided for, with Manna, Quails, and other cates, as when they were 
in the wildernefle. The eroffe is anointed with comfort, which makes te not onely 
light, but fweet: not onely not troublefome and importable, but defirable and 
delightful, faith Bernard. Thy prefence O Lord made the very gridiron fweet to 
Laurence, faith another;How eafilycan God make upour loffe; and breaches ? 

Verfe 7. And they of Ephraim (hall be as a mighty wan} The fame again, and 
inthe fame words, for more affurance ; becaufe the veturn of the ten ‘Tribes 
might feem a thing more incredible, Erant enim quafi puiridsm cadaver faith Calziz 
here : they were as rotten carkaffes, and they had obrer onely heard of thefe pro- 
mifes ; as if fome grain of feed fhonld be dropt by the high-way-fide: for they 
were now as aliens from the Common-wealth of Ifracl. . 

and their heart fhalt re‘oyce as through wine) Which naturally exhilarateth 
‘Pfal.104.15.and is called by ‘Platoone of the Mitigaters of humane mifery See 
Prov.31.6. with the Note. Some nations ufe to drink wine freely before they 
enter the battel to make them undaunted. Some think here may be an alfufion to 
fch acuftom. I fhould rather underftand it of that generous wine of the fpirit 

pP. 5.18. , . oo 

Jea, their children (hall fee it) Therefore they were not to antedate the promifes, 
but to wait the accomplifhment which fhould certainly be, if riot to them, yet to 
theirs after them, even a full reftauration indue feafon. 

Verfe 8. I will biffe for them and gather them As a fhepheard hiffeth or whift- 
eth for his flock. See Jude.5.16. where it fhould not be tranflated the bleatians of 
the flocks, but the hiffings ov whiftlings of the fhepheards to their flocks » when they 
Would get them together. God, whohath all creatures ac his beck and check, 
can 
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j . was nething fo cou teous : fur he flew 3ceco. of them with unbeard-o: cruckty 2 Ae 

and crumble them to crattle Pf. 146. 4. Like fheep they are laid in the grave, ard made theliving devour the dead. 
death fhall feed on them : and the upright fhall have dominion over them in the anal atime bens tae of Affyria whither the ten tribes were carried captive, and 
morning, and their beauty fhall confume in the grave from their dwelling. P fale feattered all abroad througk the one hundred twenty and feven province-, as Hu 
49-4 ; man tuggeited to the king L/h. 3.8. 

For Thwe redeem:d thens\ I have in part, and that’s a pledge of the whole; and Lwil bring then into the land of Gilcad and Lebanon’) thatis, into Judea 
my hands alfo hall finifhit, as Cup 4.9. God doth not his work to the halves; ( the bounds whereof were Lebnus and Gilead ) a figure of the Church, that 
neither muft we: but if he fhall be Wi Al unto us, we mult be alsegerher His, land of delights. See Cant. 4. 1, 8. Gods Hephfibah 1/2. 62. 4. © peatland 
Cunt. 2.16. Hisis a covenant of mercy, ours of obedience : which mult be there- ilam dieculasa ? when fhallit once be? The comfortis, God canmakeanation 
fe full ae as Chrift hath obtained for us an entire, and everlalting re- conceive and b: ing forth, both in one roe Eja 66. 8. O pray, pray, pray, as 

CMPEONT eerie kee JE eTa ; < ews pra nis da cetby kizodonze c beedi P 

a they fhal mvveafe as they bive increafed] By vertuc of that promife to Abra- AE ee ag poor Jews pray atthisday, Les rhy kragdonze come [pevdily, Binshera 
fra Gen.13.16. Lwillmultiply thy feed as the duft oftheearth: and Gerais. 5, í 7 amenn, 


asthe ftars ofheaven. This promife was not prefently fulfilled ; for when they 
came into Egypt they were but feventy fouls efthem. But underthe Egyprian 
fervicude, they increafed abundantly £xgd. 1.7. they fhed (as the word figni- 
fies ) and bred fwiftly : fo that they went thence 6ovooo. ftrong. Exod. 12.37. So 
that chey foon became a mighty and popu'ous nation Denr. 26. 5. Judea wasnor 
above zco miles long, and 50. miles broad - not near the half of England by much, 


. yet what huge armies had they, when the two tribes and the other rea merin 


the field, one againft another? And even at chisday (whatever is become of thé 
ten tribes: whether they be in China, or Amcrica) the Jews are a very great and 
numerous people. Ieisthought thacthereis not anyone nation under heaven fo 
great in number as that is, ifthe difperfed Jews might all be gathered cogerher into 
one place : And who knows what we may (fome ofus) yet liveto fee? The fare 
Clavis Apoc.tlypt sca promifeth great matters to fall out within thefe three or four 
cers. 
i Ferfe9. And Iwill fow them among the people) Scatter them indeed, but for as 
excellent purpofe, that they may bring forth fruit to God : and be a bleffed means 
of bringing in the fulneffe of the Gentiles harvelt. Some kinde of the knowledge 
of God was diffufed by the Jews wherever they came : and when at length rhe Gof- 
pel was preached by the Apoftles, they firft deale with the Jews (who had their Sy- 
nagogues in all places) as it was neceflary -é. 13.46. that as they had been the 
onely people of God, fo now they might be the firtt invited guefls. This invira- 
tion when they put from them, and fo judged themfelves unworthy ofcternal lif, 
whatremained but that the hale and the blinde Gentiles fhould be fercht in from 
the high wayes and hedges, that fo Gods houfe might be full. So then their dife 
perfion was a feminition 3 and their exile opened a gate for the Gofpel. Hence ale 
fo it is called Aaamore a d.ffemination, or {cattering: as when a man foweth feed 
abroad. 1 ‘Per1.t. Jam.1.1. 

aid they fhall remember me ia far countries| Saint Parl teftificth'that the twelve 
tribes inftantly ferved God day and night ti. 26.7. a great deal better, doubr- 
leffe, then they do at this day ; being as reverend in their Synagogues, as 
ae are at fchool when their Mafter is abfenr, ‘faith an eye wit- 
neffe. 

and they fhall livewnh their children, and turn again) They or their pofterity fhal, 
Gods promifes bear a long date many times, and the belecving Hebrews are told 
that they had weed of puvieace, or telerance : that after they had done the will of God, 
and fuffered it too,ifneed be, they might recive tke promife. Hcb.10.26. And they 
are further exhorted to raa with patience the race that is {et before them : wherein 
he that beleevcth maketh not haft, but can want and wait for what he wifhech, 
till God pleafe : being defirous rather that God may be glorified then himfelf gratie 
fied, if both may not ftand together. l 

Ferfe x0. Iwill bring them again alfo out of the lend ofEasp] whither they fied 
for fear ofthe Babylonians Jer.44. and where it feems they became a mighty peo 
ple, if that be true which /ofe-hees writeth, viz, that Prelomie Phifadelph feng back 

- a 


ee eee i Sy Aare tr 
ea hundred and twenty thoufand of them into Judea, and by that royal benchi- 


: me : i 25i 
cence obtained the feventy Seniours to be fent by Eleazar the High-pri 


wanflating of che He brew Bible into Greek. His fuccelour Provonze 


erje 11. Aad he fall paffe thorough the fea cee. | who fhall? The people for 


want ofroome, faith Jezizs: they thall enlarge their quarters into Egypt, Affy~ Tranfens per 
ria and other nations tubduing them to Chrilt. God thall ( fay others, and Ithink mare auesitrss 


better ) he fhali fright the fca, and muraculoufly deliver his people, as oncs he did 
atthe red fea, which threatened to fwallow tnem, but God madeit to preferve 
them. He willremove all rubs and Remora’s, all obftacles and impediments : Neis 
ther Egypt, nor Affyria fhail be able to hinder whit God will have done, See 
Ya. 1. 15. The muifunderftanding ofthis and the like texts to this, might hapiy 
occafion that unhappineffe that befell the Jews in Creer Anno 434, ‘The devi! 
under the name of Mofes < whom he perionated ) pertwaded thofe poor creatures, 
that he was fentfrom God, to bring them home agame to their own countrey. 
This they foon ocleeved ( as they are wondrous apt to work themlelves into the 
feoles paradifc ofa fublime dotage Jand. leaving all their good to others, fol- 
lowed this feduce: (who had {penta whole yeer in travelling over the countrey 
for the purzofe ) together with their wives and childiento the top of a ftzep rock 
that hung over the iea. Thither when they were come, this moce- i/+/es conne 
manded chem to wrap their heads in their upper garments, and foto thio y them- 
{elves from the rock coward the fea, affuring them ofa fafe pailage. ihey rea- 
dily obeyed him: aug in that fort perifheda great many of rhem, And mo ehad 
followed, but that (as God would have it ) fome Ch. iftian ffhermen, teing there 
at that inftant, tock up fome of them as they were floting upon the waves, and 
ready to perifh : who afterwards returning to the reft of the J ws, told chem 


eft, forthe Gualher:pre- 
as Lathyrus latein Com, È 


n 


how they had been cheat:d, and how nar. owly they had cicaped: whereupin Funce, Chron, 


they being ail enraged ; as they had reafon ) foughe tor this Seducer to pet him to 
death. Bue when he could not poflivly be toundany where, they foon concluded 
that it was che very devill thit old maz-fliyer sand diverle ot them, moved by 
thiscalamity, became Chriftians, The jews generally beiveve that thiir Mcflas 
when he commeth fhall dofuch miracles as Avefes wroughe at the red fea, They 
tell usalfo that in the time of the Maccabees diverfe Jews that inad {led into Greece 


Hieron, 
Remig, 


pafled through the narrow fea of Propons:s, that runs betwixt Chalcedon and Con Huge. 


ftantinople, to go back into their own countrey. 
and all the deepes of the rivers fhill dry up| Asonce fordan Aid before I ofotal 
and the people: andas Rev. 16. 12. Euphrates fhali do before thote kines of the 
Zaft, which {ome make to be the Eaftern Jews: andthe drying up of Euphrates, 
tobe the downfall of the Turkifh Empire. Event will be the belt interpreter, 
when all’s done. l 
Verfei2. And Iwill frengthen them in the Lord] thatis, in Chrift the head of 
the Churches: for by his own ferengeh Jhall no man provaile, faith holy Hansah 


—er 


1 Sam, 2. 9. and without me ye can do nothing, faith Chrift the truc vine, from, Ish 1s. $. 


whom we have both the bud of good defires, the bloflom of good refolutions, aod. 
the fruit of gooda&tions. Only we mutt fetch our ftreneth by taith from Chritt : 
and prayas E/ay 51.9. Awake,awake, put on ftrength, O arm of the Lord. 

and they {bill walk in his name] i. e. in his ftrength and to his glory. Sce chat 
{weet promife Ife, 40. 29, 30, 31-Sec alfo the Note above on verfe 6, 
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Pent! y doors O Lebanon This chapter is no leffe comminatery, then 
che two former had been Confolaro-y. The tarmeffe ot the threate. 
ning maketh men belt ratt the fweemeffe of the P:omife. Sowre and {weet make 
the belt fawee: Promifes and threatnings mingled, {crve to keep the heartin the 
beti temper. Hypocrites carchar the Promes, aschildren do at fweet-meats - 
and uf cheastcives therewith a pillow as it were, that they may fin more fecure- 
Iye Hire thaeforethey are given tọ underttand, that God will to be merciful to 
the pemtens, as thathe wiil by no meanes cleare the guity. Thats the laft letrer 
in Gods nams Beet. 34e 7. andunult never be tagerten. Itis fit the wicked 
fhoulabe forewarned of their danger; andthe god y forearmed. This chapter 
sover fecuia cin a» tha: blazing-ftarr in the form ofa bloody fwerd is faid to 
dune fora whale yreres-{pace, alittle beture thatlaft deftrcuction ot it, thacis 
Lere fs retold five bundred yeers betore it fll our. 

epee thy dears O Tabano] i e. lay opeu thou thy felfto utter ruine; for itis 
d tomiiah otbeannot beavoided.  Ledanon was the confine of the count: ey on 
that fie, whereby che Romans made their firft Eruption, a by an init Doss 
e gotes ats ettributed to this forreft ; becaufe agamlt Lebsires is fer ./ atirbanns, 
eeutne mountain; which is joyned unto itasit were with a certain wail: fo 
thatthe waueand are narrow psitages ard gates kept fonietimes of ihe kings of 
ludia by a dpesiall othcer, Neb. 2. 8. and tortitied by nature : yet nor fo rong- 
iy, buttbarthe Ronanes brake inthis way, andmuch waited the for: eft, tu em- 
yioy the tree. for the befieging ot Jerutalem ; as Efay ig 8. The Childee Para- 
phrait by fc bazon here underitandeth the Veriple, which was built of the Cedars 
Of Libanon: and Ezech, 17. 3. Lebanon is pat for Jerufalem: which alfo had 
init that houfe ofthe furrettof Lebanon, built by Su/smon i Kiag. 7. 2. where- 
in hehad both his throne of judgemene ws. 7, and his armoury chap. 10, 17. 
So that by Lebanon may be very weil maint the whole countrey of Judea: bur ef- 
pecially the city and Temple, the tion gates whereof opened themfelves of their 
ownaccord, thathad not been epen in deven yeers before: and could fearce be 
fhut by twenty men, fath Jofegens., Thais tell our not leng before the city was 
taken by Tits, wherenpon Katli Joantkan the fon of Zach cryed out, En vati- 
cisinm “ach rity Bhoid the Prophetic of Z chery iulfilled for he tcretuld 
this, chat this temple dnould ds burut, end thar the gates thercol fhould firit be 
opened, 

tinis the fire may cer onr thy Cedars) Warr isasa fire, thet Kedgeth upon the 
people gz. y. 19, ortikeasan hungry man fnatcheth &e, cer. 20. there isin 
warr no meature or faticty of bivod. Fhe Greek word to wa.r Genitheh wach 
Mood. The Hebrew word, de vorriag and cating of men, asthey cat bicad. The 
Latine Bellem, a billeis, it deitroyes the Lordas well as che fotell, the cedar 
as weli asthe fhrub., Tamberlines coach he: fis were a nynercd kings. eldoni- 
ezecks dogs, feventy kings gathering crumbs under bes taute Ler fire cone out 
of the bramble, and devour the Cedars of Lebanon Teo. o. 33. thacis, Lecfre 
come out fiom Abumeltec!, and devour the men of se: 

Ferfe2 Hole fir vce that is ye of lower rmk: or ve tieaner cityes, thofe 
Quughrers of le:ufalem, that feltthe Romane force: ss ey take ura ford outcry, 
odoleful d:tty after the manner of tholecharare cari captive by the on.my- 
Pel. 137 3. For there thy, that carried: s away capt ve, eg red crusa dong: 
and they that wifted ns, gei coatamsdabase nos, that threw vs on hu ips {fo Tre- 
melin vendreth ic, conter if. 25. 2. `% orthofe thatmade us hese | 
(fo Selaadir} required of us mirth. 

becanle all the anplay are fpoited? the magnifica’s, iem a oUrowerae trey 
are realieji POA go, 5. Hour hearted and every wayatieforfheourh, courage and 
riches; which ote rake away the life of the owners, and exp fe chem to {peles 
asevery man defireth to lop che tice that hath thick and large boughs and branches. 
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deftraction by the Romiäns, thofe Raprores Orbis ( their former. ptélervation be- 
‘ing but a refervation to future mifchief ) for their defperate obftinacy- ind -incorti: , 
gibleneffe.- nee ae i ; i er 7 pa nigh en gaa 
. feed them) faith God tothe Prophets: for their ordinary fhepheards have'caft 
off all care of their good. Tell thein what evill will betide them, unleffe they 
repent: forewarnthemto flee from‘the wrath to. come: “to take- courfe ‘that 


they may efcape all thefe things thar thall come to paffer: -O the goodneffe.of God Luke 21. 36: 


toa nation fo fhamelefly, fo lawlefly wicked 1- Befides himfelf; the Shepheard of 
Ifrael that led Lofeph like a,- flock Pfal. 80:1. andsneglected nö ‘good ‘officeof 
fecking and feeding: them, of handling “and ‘healing them; of-wafhing them and 
Watching over them &c: how carefull was he:ever to raife them-up Seven ‘eee. - 
pheards and eight principal men, till at length be fent she mán Chrift: Jefiis “whois 
the chief of ten thoufand, the chief Shephéard as'St:: Peter calls him. Epift..'5 <4. 
that One'and only Shepheard, as Solomon Ecclef: 12: 11. that great’ S bepheard of 
the theep, as Pau? Heb.. 13. 20. wha came to Look up the loft-{heep ofthe houfe: ` 
of Ifrael, whom (to move compaffion and affection) he'here -calleth the: resp of: 
ingratitude, i eee oe ie Wa gh. 5 b R E e 
~ Farle S. Whofe Poffefonis flay them] flaying their skin from off them; 
their flefh; breaking: their bones: &c. Mice 3.3 feeding theinfely 
‘the flock of God Ezek. 34.°4; as if they ‘had: been’ Lords ‘ov 
tage r Pet. $. 3. Ownersand Poflefloursas here,’ vel precio: el pieni 
the Pope and his Curia Romana que'non.vnlt vem fine lana; atte o 
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wherefore you fhall récetve-the greater daniniations Whei on of our`perfecuting 
Bifhidps read the fenterice ofexcommunication againft a cértdin, Martyr: “andbe- 
gan as the ufual form-was, 1# the name of God, Amen, the Martyr cryed out, you 
begin in a wrong namie. And it gtew to a common proverb; Jn somine Des tncipic 
omue malum. All mifchief begins on that maner:Gentil:s that impious Anti-Trinita- - 
rian gave out, that he fuffered for the glory ofthe moft High God. Becket the: Arche -;’ 
k traitotir pretended: to fubmit .to-His Soveraign; bút with this-falfe referve, Salva; 
honore Dei. The Swenckfeldians entituled themfelves the ‘confeffours ofthe gloty ; 
of Chrift.And CosradusVorftine his lace monfter hath De Deo iù’ che front'san 
theifme. and blafphemy in the text: oe eae 
_ and. their ovwnfbepheards pitty them not) Which yet they: 
they had never fo much right and reafon'to' deftroy then: 7A 
- name from friendly feeding : in Greek from earneft defire and love ro the fheep: 
Davidwhen he was: hunted-from Samiel the Prophet he fieeth to Abimelech the, 
Prieft : as one that knew Jultice:and Compailion fhould dwell -in chofe breafts, 
‘that, areconfecrated to God: and. his people: But thefe fhepheards through want 
„óE Gods holy fear Job.6.14.. had brawny bréafts, horny-heart-ftrings, their hearts 
i ' firfțturned into earth and'mud, did afterwards freeze into-fteel and” adamant: 
2 Petz. 24. See enlge -they were, having their hearts exerciféd: with  covetanf nef and 
eF cruelty... ne er OE us OD ergo Lae 
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_ disjoynted.“from-them; atid his'bowels that up, de(olatidn’ t : Enegas Be: 
door by. ser16-8:-Bemot: th ya! e O Eat, ‘fai lekue PEOP 
then I care rior, though all th froin: upon me, and) fer agaiattie y UE Woe 
be to: Lo-ruamah, the people of Gods: wrath, and of his curfe:hav@'mared: betore 
out of Jer.16.13. that Gods willfhew you no favour, was worfethch i waren 
you out of this land. aS 
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the Proph ecie of Zachariah. 


Iwill deliver the msi] Heb. 1 will make them to be found, pulling them ouzof 
their ftarting-holes, and lurking places. Evil fhall bunt the violent man ce deltroy 
him. Pfst.140.11- 

every one sxo bis ncighbours hind] As intothehang-mans hand. This was ful- 
filled, efpecially during the fiege by the feditious within the walls of Jerulalem, 
one man proving a wolf, nay a devil coanorher. 

aad into the bund of bes kingi The Reman Emperour, who difelaimed indeed the 
name ofa king to avoid the hatred of the people, and yer escreifed the full power 
of kings both at home and abroad. ‘Thele iews fir& fubdued by the Romans and 
reduced into a province, did afterwards rebel (though they had once in oppofiti- 
on co Chrift cryed out, we have no king bus Cefier) and were therctore, alter tive 
moneths fege utterly ruined : Yor what with extremity of fainine. and what 
with the fury of the fword, there perifned in Jerufalem, and in the province ad- 9, 40h, oti 
joyning , as Ezf-buss affirms about Gooce0. able mento bear armes. Or as Je- fupra 
fephas holds, who was an eye-witneffe, and prefent in the war, there died 1 100000. 
befides others taken captive, to the number of 97000. 
and {wiil [mite the Lind! So that it hath Jain, as it were bed-ridden ever 
fince. f 

Verfe ge Andwil I feed the flock of flatabter, even yon, O poor of the Hock | Ov, as 
ALsanisreadeth it, for you, for your fakes, O poor ‘of che flock. ze O ye that 
are poor in fpirit, pure in heart, my fttrle herle Hock, as our Saviours exprefion is 
inLike. Even for your fakes will | yet for a time {pare the reprobate goates, feeding 
them by my Prophcts , and provoking them to repentance. The word and Sa- 
craments, and all Gods common temporal favours are, in refpect of exrernal 
participation, communicated to Reprobates by way of Cozcomissncy oncly + be- 
caufe shey are intermixed with the Elect. Thustares mingled among wheat, par- 
take ofthe fat of the land, and moyfture of the manure, which wasnot intended 
for chem. 

aad I took znto me twa faves] vize That I might therewith do the office of a 
fhepheard : and yet in more chen an ordinary manner. For fhepieards com- 
monly carry butone ftaffe, or crook : or, at moft, bur a ftaffe on their fhoulders, 
and a rod in their hands, as David thews in his Paltoral Pid. 22.3. Bue here are 
two {taves raken : to thew, faith Mr. Calvi», that God would furpafle all the care: * 
and pains of men,in governing thar people, a 

the one I called Beasty, andthe oiher 1 called Binds) Wiat thefe two fhould mean, 
much adoc is made among Interpreters. Some are for the two Covenants: O- 
thers for che two Teftaments: Othcis for the order of Chrilts preaching, fweee 
and mild ac firft,cerrible and full ofthreatnings ac Saft, as appearethin 71 .24. 

24, a5. But what a wilde conceit was that of ashy Arch-Bifhop of T lorence, 

who underftood the words of Moz: i:ct,and his Order ; conftruing them thus: J, 

that is God tork, unto me two fhavesvss. Bests, that is, the Order of Preachers, it Frophy, 
and Bosds, that is, che Order of Minorites, who are gire with a cord ? The 3123. 
founder fore of hxpofitours make ic co be a sure, of che two wayes which 

Chrift ufech at all times in feeding ofhis Church; tie one by love, guiding chem 

byhis word and Spirit: the other by severity, punithing them by the cruel hand 

oftheir enemies. Sec Efizy 10.5. Thus Paai Bety Didar Pe. And that chisis the 

true fenfe, faith Æ Lapide, it appeareth - Virlt, becaute this oracle of the Prophet is 

ofthe time to come, and not of the rime pak. Secondly the event, (thac beltin- 
terpreter of prophecies) maketh for ic. Lor firt Gods government of the com- 
mon-wealth ef Ifrael was beautiful, and gentle in the time of the Maccabees, and 

of Chrift : and then terrible and deftructory, inthe time ofthe Romans, of Av- 

to, Vefpafian, Adrian Sc. Thirdly becaule that alittle after che Prophet faith, 

that he brake both the ftaves, that is, he utterly rejected the Jews, and brought 

his wrath upon them to the urmoft, which cannot be meant of any other time 

then that of Chrift, and of 7 zs. Efpecially fince (in the fourth place) the Proe , 

phet declareth Verfe 13. that the # if of Beswty was broken at the death of Chrift, 

fortheir unworthy felling and flaughtering ofhim, as ifhe had been fome flave 

orbafe perfon, 

and I ted the flock q.d. 1 did my part by se Thy deftruction therefore is 
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of thy felf, O Ifrael. England is a mighty eAnimal (faith a Politician) which can 
never die, except itkillicfelf The fame might be much more faid of the Jewifh 
Common-wealth, which Jofephizs truely and trimly calleth a Theocraria, or a 
God-government for the form and firft conftitution of it : and Afofes in this refpe& 
magnifieth chat nation above all other Deve. 4.6,7. > 

Verfe8. Three (hepheards alfo dest off in oze moneth] That is, in a fhort time 
I took away and difplaced even bythe heathen Princes, many proud princes, and 
Priefts ; fech as were Afenel.sas, Jafon the Ariftobuli, Hivcani, Annas, ( aiaphas and 
others : Or, I removed thofe three forts of fhepheards ofthe old Law, viz. Princes 
Prophets and Prielts. Thus Theodoret and Vatsblws. Diodtre underftands the text 
of the three chief Empires that had tyrannized over the people,zer. 6,3, and 12,10 
Namely the Caldean, Perfian, and Grecian Empire, which were deftroyed by 
the Son of God, Dax. 2.45. But they do beftin mine opinion, that by thefe 
three fhepheards underitand thofe three fects among the Jews at Chrifts coming in 
the fleth ; v7=. Pharifees, Sadduces, and Effenes : whereof, though the Pharifees 
were the beit, and moit exact for the outward obfervation of the Law yet are 
theyin the Gofpel for their putid hypocrify, firit tharply taxed by our Saviour 


` (atter the Baprift) and then plainly rejected, and even fent to hell by a chain-fhor 


of eight links of woes ALz.23. 

and my forl loathed them] Orywas taken off from them:or was ftrairned for them: be- 
caufe I faw thatthey received my gracein vain, and confidered not of my care 
for their good. Theodoriex and Srmmachis render it Arima mea ex.nimats eff, Lam 
dfprrited as it were, and even difheartened to doany more for them. ` f 

and their foul alfo abhorred me] And fo they became God-haters as ‘Rom. 1.30. 
and therefore hateful to God Tir. 3. 3. hateful as kell (fo the word imports) yea 
more, and worfe, for hellis but an effect of Gods juftice : but wickedneffe is a 
breach of his Law. The Prophet here feemeth to allude to thofe murmurers in 
the wilderneffe, that difdainfully cryed our, Our foul loatheth this light bread 
Nun. 21.5. Let Gods fervants take heed how they hang loofe coward ‘him : and 
left, by difufe and difcontinuance of a duty, there grow upon them an alienation of 
affection,a fecret difrelifhing and naufeatiag at that which we oughtmolt deeply to 
affect, and duely to perform. Surely asloathing of meat and difficulty of breath- 
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of praying two fure fignes of a fick foul. 

Veife 9. Then {aid 1, Iwill not feed yow) Now the wrath of the Lord arofe a- 
gainft his people, fothac there was no remedy, as 2 Chron.36.16. Now his de- 
cree brought forth Zeph. 2. 2. Now he growes implacable, inexorable peremp- 
tory. Wherein nevertheleffe the Lord might very well break forth into that 
{peech of the Heathen Emperour, when he was to paffe fentence upon a malefa- 
ctour, Non nifi coattus, 1 would not do this, if1 could do otherwife. Chrift could 
not tell Terufalem without tears, that her day of grace was expired, that her de- 
ftruction was determined. Asa woman brings not forth without pain : asa bee 
{tings not, till provoked: fo neither doth God proceed againtt a finfull people or 
perfon, till there be an abfolute neceflity ; left his truth and juftice fhould be 
queftioned and flighted. See Ezek, 12, 22, 23, 24, 25. Fury is nor in God, till 
our fins put thunderboltsinto his hands: and then, who kyowerh rhe power of bis 
anger ? who can abide with everlafting burnings? Ifhe but caft a man offas here, 
and relinquith the care ofhim, heis utterly undone. Saw! found it fo, and com- 
plaines dolefully ( but without pitty ) that God had forfaken him, and the Phi- 
liftines were upon him:al! miferies and mifchief came rufhing into him,as by a fluce. 
Ler us fo carry matters, that God may not abandon us: that he may not refufe 
to feedus, and take the charge ofus as a fhepheard. He yet offereth vs this mer- 
cy, as Alexande did thofe he warred againft, while the lamp burned. 
that that dieth, let itdie] viz. of the murraine, or peftilence, For xz being 
in honour, if God but blow upon him, abideth zot, bur is Like the beafts that perilh, 
pecoribus niorticinis, faith Tremellin the beats that dic of the murraine Vatablus 
thinks peftilence, {word and famine, are here threatened under the names of 
death, of cutting off, and of devouring one another, All which befell the 
refractary Jews in the laft fiege: the hiftory whereofiwill make any mans heart 

bleed 
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bleed within him, chat hath but che leaft {park of grace, or good nature. lt went 
hard with them, when the reft, that the peftilence and fword had left, fell to 
eating the flefb one of another; when the mother killed and boyled the dead body 
of her harmleffe fuckling, and eating the one half, referved the other for ano- 
ther time. Behold O Lord, and confider to whom then hift done this? faith the 
Prophet: Shall the women eat their fruit and children of a {pan long ? Oh the tam: zs 
mifery, or rather mock of mans life! And ob, the venemous nature of finne, that 
moves God (who is not sucdyOeor3-, a man-hater, bur delights in mercy ) rodeal 
fo feverely with his poor creature. 
Verfe 10. And 1 100k my fluffe even Beauty, and cut it afander | In token that 
he had cait off his office of fhepherd, he breaks his ftaffe the enfigne and inftru- 
ment of his office: and this in token that he had broke ds covenant which bee had 
made with all the people | i.e. with all the tribes of Ifrael, which were as fo many 
feverall peoples, over whom God had reigned ( but now rejected ) and in whom 
He delighted more then in all the nations of the world befides. The Saints are called 
All things, Colof. 1, 20. becaule they are of more worth then a world of wicked 
men, Heb. 11.38. And the Jews have a faying, thatthofe feventy fouls that went 
with Jacob into Egypt, were as much as all the feventy Nations in the world. What 
great account God once made of them above others, fee Efay 43. 3,4. Dert.33.29. 
But now behold they are difcarded, and dilcovenanted : Z have broken my covenant, 
and ( ver. 11.) it mas broken in that day] thacis, in che day that they put them- 
felves out of my precinéts, I put them out of my protection. That peace that I 
had granted to my people, that they fhould bee no more molefted by any 
ftrange Nation ( which was veritied from the time of the Maccabees till a little be- 
fore the coming of Chrift) fhal! now be forfeited. The glory is departed, the 
Beauty broken in pieces, the golden head of the picture, Religion defaced, and 
good order banifhed : all things out of order both in Church and ‘tate, ‘ for fo they 
were when Chrift came to hs own, and kis owa received him not: he found them in 
Dothan, thatis, in Defeélion, as /ofeph found his brethren ) therefore be now dif- 
owns and difavowes them as much as once he did when they had made a golden 
calf. Thy people which thon broughteft ont of the land of Egypt bave corrupred 
themfelves, faith God to Mofes; upon whom he now fathereth them, asif he bad pyog zay: 
never been in covenant with them, Dasexs upon this Text conciudeth, thatthe. ~ 
Jews are now ftrangers from the covenant of God: and that this is hereby confir- * 
med, for that they are without Baptilme, the feal of the covenant. 
Verfe 11. And it was broken in that day \ When they filled up the meafure of 
their fathers finnes, and added this to all their other evils, that they crucified the 


' Lord of glory: the Mediatour of the new Covenant, Heb.12.24. Now they were, 


by an irrevocable decree, to bear their iniquities, and to know Gods breach of 
promi‘e, as once was threatened to their faithleffe fathers, Neem, 14. 24. 
and fothe poor of the flock] i.c: the lowly and meek, the Apoftlesand other mat.ri.i9 
of wifdomes children, thele all juftified her, and glorified God when they faw his 
feverity againft their refractary countreymen, and themfelves fiveetly fecured and Ewes. nif, 
provided for at Pella. See the Note on verzfe 7. ttb.3.cap. $, 
that waited upon me | Heb. that obferved me, by obeying my precepts. Pagnine 
rendreth it, Qsi cuffodiune me, fc. as their moft precious treafure, wherein they 
hold themfelves very happy, and wealthy, though otherwife poor and indi- 
ent. 
Knew that it was the word of the Lord | Were fenfible of Gods heavy difplea- 
fare upon the land ; which others paffed by as a common occurrence, or a chance 
of war. The Ele& made benefit of that generall vifitation: and acknowledged 
that the warres moved by the Romans were the effects of Gods providence, accor- 
ding to the ancient prophecies. This the rich and noble ( whofe hearts were fat as 
greafe, Pfal. 119.70. Qui animas etiam incarnaverunt,who were defperately bard 
and bruitifh ) took no notice of. 
Verfe 12. If ye think, good, give me my price | Pay me for my pains, lay mee 
down my fhepherds wages. Is not the labourer worthy of his hire? Shall i be tor- 
cedto fay of you asmy fervant David of Nabal, that unthankfull chur! ; surely 


in vain have I kept all that this fellow had in the wilderne/s, fo that nothing was mi slo 1 Sam.2$,28 
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of all that pertained unto kim, and he hath reguited me evil for good. If God will 
be Davids fhepherd, David will dwell in Gods houfe to all perpetuity, Pfal. 23, 1,6. 
If the Lord deal bountifully with him, he will fit down and bethink himfelf what 
to render untothe Lord for all his benefits, P/al. 116.7, 12. A Chriftian counts 
allthat he can do for God, by way of retribution, but a little of that much he 
could dercem him: and thinks nothing more unbefeeming himfelf, then to receive 
the sraccof Godin vain. Histwomites of chankfulnefle and obedience, he dail 
prefents: and then cries out asthe poor Grecian did to the Emperour, IfI hada 
better prefent, thoe fhouldft be fure of it. But ingratitudeisa grave, which re- 
ceives all the bodies ( the benefits ) that are put intoit; but will render none upa- 
gain, without a miracle. Hence that paflionate expoftulation, Dest. 32. 6. Do 70 
thus requite the Lord, O ye foolith people and unwife > Sic etiem flomachose Lom 
quitur Deus hoc loco, faith Calviz upon this text: ie. So fikewife doth the Lord 
here in high difpleature and with great animofity, or ftomact: betpeak his people, 
Give me my wages howfoever: or, if zor, forbear till E fetch ic, till {recover it: 
you fhall be fure to pay then, not the debt onely, but the charges likewile : I will 
be paid both for my pains and patience too. In the mican {pace £ need you not, nor 
care for your wages ; for I am no hireling, &c. 

Sothey weighed for my price, thirty pieces of filver| that is, thirty fhekels, or 
fhillings. The price of a flain fervants life, Exod. 31.22. ihis they weighed, 
as the manner of paying money then was, Gea. 23.16. Jer.22 9. Buechcy heaved 
their hands very high, it feems, when they valued che Lord Chrif at fo vile arate. 
See A@at.26.15. with the Note. 

Verfe 13. Caft it unto the potter | qae d Do they deal with meas with fome foré 
did fwincherd ? Do they award me leffe then Carters wages? throw’t away , let 
the potter take it : and let us fee how many tiles he can afford us for it, to repair 
the roof of the Temple. Their undervaluing and vilipending of me in this fort, 
is not onely injurious, but contumelious ; it is to turn my glory into fhame ; to fpet 
in my face: or toufe me as homely as Rachel did her fathers gods, which the laid 
among the litter, and fat upon. 

A goodly price that 1 was valued at of them] So he calleth it by an rosy, ora 
holy jear. Poor fofeph was fold for leffe ; for twenty pieces of filver, Gen, 37. 28. 
They fold the juft one for filver, and the peor for a pair of fooxs, Amos 2. 6, 
The Hebrews tell us, that of thofe twenty fhekels, every of the ten brethren had 
two to buy fhooes for his feet. The Jews chac bought Chritt for thirty pieces of fil- 
ver (this goodly price ) of the traycour that fold him, were themfelves afterwards 
(by a juft hand of God upon them ) bought and fold thirty of them for a peny 
by the Romans, ad iludendum, faith mine Authour, fora {corn co their Nation. 
God loves to retaliate; and to fet che feales even ; Mens cruelty in the one, and 
their reward in the other. If we be at any time under-rated by che world, ( aswe 
are fure tobe ; for the world knews us not, i fob. 3. 2.) what fo great matter is it, 
fith Chrif himfelf was no more fet by > We muft be content to paffe to heaven 
(ashe did ) as concealed mea, It muft fuffice us, that our precious faith fhal! bee 
found to praife, honour, and glory at that great fair-day : when ail fardles fhall 
be opened, and our beft wares expofed to publike view. ; 

and caft them tothe potter | 1 Save them for the potters ficld, as the Lord ap- 
pointed me, faith the Evangelift, expounding the Prophet, and applying the words 
to Chrift, who is hereby alfo proved to be God. so true is that oblervation of 
Divines, that the old Teftament is both explained and fulfilled in the New, by an 
happy harmony. 

in the houfe of the Lord] That thereby he might the more fharply prick the 
Priefts : whofe care it ought to have been, that God fhould be better prized by the 
people, and his fervice better obferved. 

Verfe 14. Then I cut afunder mine other fea ffe, even Bands ] Or, Binders: the 
the bond of unity, fay fome: by fending a firit of perverfities among them, fuch, 
as that was which made way for the ruine of Egypt, E/ay ro. 14,16,17. But fee 
for the fence hereof what is noted on verfe 7. of this chapter. God feemsto fay, 
that he will now no more govern this people in mildneffe and clemency: nor yet 
exercife his fhepherdly {everity in faving corrections and vifitations, as formerly 


he 
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CHAP. XII. 


Ferfe 1. T HE burden of the word of the Lord} That is, a declaration of his 
mind and counfell for Mraels comfort, and his enemies confufien. 


To the Ifrael of God itis onus fine onere, fuch a burden as the wings areto the , 


bird, a burdenleffe burden. To the enemies, a burdenfome ftone, verfe 3. heavier 
then the fand of the fea, Job6. 3. on 

For Ifrael) Not, againft Ifrael, though Calvia fo taketh it:‘and by Tfrael 
underftandeth the ten tribes, and thofe other captives that, loth to leave thofe 
houfes they had built, and chofe gardens they had planted ta Babylon, Jer. 29. 5. 
neglected co return to Jerufalem for fear of the Samaritans and other ill neighbours, 
whote ruine is therefore here foretold by three excellent fimilitudes, after a ftacely 
preamble, drawn x. From the power of God, whereby he ftretcheth forth the 


heavens, that huge expanfe, asa curtain, or asa molten looking-glaffe. 2. From Job 37.18 


the wifdome of God, ix laying the foundation of the earth, and hanging it, by 
Geometry, as we fay, inthe midftof heaven, like Archimedes his Pigeon, equally 
poized with its own weight. 


Terra pile fimilis, nallo fulcimine nixa, 
Acre fubjettotam grave pendet onus. 


3- From the goodneffe of God, who formeth the pirit of man within him who 
hath made us thefe fouls, Efzy{57. 16. which he doth daily create and infufe 
into mens bodies; yea and that alone, without any help of their parents : 
hence hee is called the.Father of {pirits, Heb. 12. 9. and the fpirit of a dying 
man is faid to return to God chat gave it, Ecclef 12. 7. This laft text con- 
vinced Auguftine (who held fometime, with Origen, that the foul as well as 
the body was begotten by the parents) farre more then the peremptory rafh- 
nefle of Vincentins Viëtor: who cenfured boldly the Fathers unrefolvedneffe, 


Job 26.7 


Ovid, Fafth.5 


( when hee doubted concerning the originall of a rationali foul ) and vaunted Chemnitivs, 


that he would prove by demonftration, that fouls are created de novo, by God. 
Ariftotle ( Natures chief Secretary) was much puzled about this point of the 
foul: which indeed cannot fully bee conceived of, nor defined by man. Onely 
this we can fay, that the foul asit comes from God, fo it is like him; viz. One 
immateriall,immortall, underftanding Spirit : diftinguifhe into three Powers, which 
all make up one Spirit. 

Virfe 2. Behold, I will make Jerufalem a cup of trembling \ Or, flumber, or 
poyfon. A Metaphor taken from acup of generous wine, but empoyfoned; fo 
that thofe that drink of it, do prefently tremble, grow giddy, Sleepy, fick as hearr 
canhold. Poyfon in wine works more furioufly. Thou haft made us to drink the 
wine of giddineffe, faith the Church, Pfal. 60.3. Inthe hand of the Lord zs a cup, 
and the Wine is red, it is full mixed, cc. The Prophet here feems to allude to 
Jer. 25. 15. Efay 29.8. Jer. g1.7. Ovid faith of the river Gallis, that whofo 
dtinketh of it runneth mad immediatly. Hierom telleth of a Lake necer Napies, 
whereinto if a dog be thrown he prefently dieth. The like is reported by Jofephzes 
of the Lake A/phaltites. Jerufalem hall bea murthering morfell to thofe that 
{wallow it. Hes meat in bis bowels 1s turned, it us the gall of «fpes within him. Hee 


hath fwallowed down her fpoil, and he fhall vomit it up again: Ged hall rake it Job 20.14,15 


out of his belly: He fhall have as little joy of his zid-birs, of his fweet draughts, 
as Jonathan had of his honey : whereof he had no fooner cafted, but his head was 
forfeited. Pliny {peaketh of a kind of honey that poyfoneth: becaufe it is fucked . 


out of poyfonous flowers. Our Chronicler telleth us, tharat Avellana three miles Se 121% 


from Lisbon, many of our Englifh fouldiers under the Earl of Effex perifhed, by 


eating of honey, purpofely left in the houfes, and fpiced with poyfon. The ene- 
. mies 


newer 
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mies of the Church make a dangerous adventure,they are even ambitious of deftru- 
ion: they run to meet their bane, as did thofe Philiftines at Mizpeh, 1 Sam,7, 
And had they but fo much wit as Pies wife ina dream, they would take heed 
of having any thing to do with thofe juit men, of eating up Gods people as they eat 
bread, Pfal. 14.4. of bowfing in the bowles of the Sanctuary with Baltafar, who 
fell thereupon into a trembling, fo that his loyns were loofed, and his knees knocket 
one again{t another. ; : 

athen they foall be in the ficge | And fo about to do their laft and worft againft the 
Church. The people of Rome was fepe pralio vitkus, nanquam bello, faith Florus: 
they loft many battles, bur were never overcome ina ferwarre: atthe laft, atthe 
long-runne, as they fay, they cyathed all their enemies: fo doth the Church. See 
Pjab 129. thorowout: and the ftory of the Maccabees, 

Verfe 3. L will make Jerufalem aburdenfome floue) Such a ftone as that where- 
with the woman brake Abimelech his brainpan, at the tower of ibebez, Jude. g. 
§3. He had flain all his brethren upon onc ttone, verje 5. he receives therefore his 
deaths-wound by a ftone: and that by the hand of a woman, which was his greateft 
grief. The like death befell Pyrrhi, king of i:pirotes, flain at the fiege of Argos, 
witha tyle thrown by a woman from the wall. ‘owas Earl Simoa Afouatfort, that 
bloody perfecutour of the Albigenfes in Jrance. A woman discharged an engine 
athim, fromthe walls of Vholoufe, andby a flone parted his head from his fhoul- 
ders. The virgin daughter of Zion fhall do as much as all this comes to for her 
befiegers: skongh all the people of the earth be gathered together ageinft ber. For 
why? fhe hath a ftrong champion;that, in maintaining her quarrell, will dafh them 
to pieges, and grind them to puwder, Leke 20.18. They are no more able to ftand 
beiore him, then a glaffe-bottle betore a cannon-fhot, Hence her confidence, her 
laughing and fhaking her head by way of derifion at her ftouteft enemies, E/ay 37. 
22. She knows that all that burden themfelves with her fhal be cut in pieces. 
Hamans wifecould tell fo much. If Mordecai ( faid fhe) be of the feed of the 
Jews, before whom thou baft begun to fall, thou fhale not prevail againft him, but 
fhalt furely fall before him. A Jew may.-fall before a Verfian, and getup and pre- 
vail Bucif a Perfian, or whofoever of the Gentiles begin to fall before a Jew, he 
can neither Ray, nor rife, There isan invifible hand of omnipotency that ftrikes in 
for his own : and confounds their oppofites. That lirtle flone cut out without bands, 
( Chrifts homane nature is called «a tubernacle nor made with hands, not of this buil- 
ding, Heb. 9.11. thatis, not by an ordinary courfe of generation ) imiceth the 
four mighty Monarchies, and crumbleth them to crattle, Dan. 2.24. Hierom upon 
this text (and after him other Interpreters, both Ancient and Modern ) teil us that 
the Holy Ghoft here alludeth to a cer tain exercife, or game, ufed much among the 
Jews, namely to take up a great round ftone for the triall of a mans ftrength ; lifting 
it up from the ground, fometimes to the knees,fometimes to their navels, fomerimes to 
their breafts, and fometimes as high as their heads, or above their heads. At which 
{pore many times they did grievoufly hurt themfeives, or at leaft fcarify and make 
cuts in their fleth. See Levit. 21.5. where the fame word is ufed. The Churches 
enemies fhall{trive, and try who fhall do her moft hure: but the ftouteft of them 

all fhall be fooled and foiled in theend. The irrepairable ruine of Rome is graphi- 
cally defcribed and even fet forth to the eye ( Kev. 18.21.) bya notable grada- 
tion. An Angel, a mighty Angel taketh a flone, a great ftone, which he not 
onely cafteth, but thrufteth into the bottom of the-fea, whence it cannot be boyed. 
up. This Angel might well be Luther, ( with his Rook de cuptivitate Babylonicar 
confer Jer. 51. 63.) whom God ftrangely preferved from the rage of Rome and 
Hell; like as he did from that deadly danger by the fall of a ftone, whereof Mr. 
l Afs dy Mon Fox writeth thus. “Upon atime, faith He, when Lsther was fitting in a certain 
| <“ place upon a ftool ftudying; a great ftone there was inthe Vault over his head 


Dan.5.6 


~ 


Cades Falif. 
cf the Church. 


HlihS.13 


“where he fate: which being ftaid miraculoufly fo long as he was fitting, affcon 
“as hee was up, immediately fell upon the place where he fat, able to have 
“crufht him in pieces, if it had light upon him, Pur no malice of man or 
| devil could antedate his end a minute, whileft his Mafter had work for him 
| to do: as the two witneffes could not bee killed till their bufineffe was dif- 
l} 


patched, Rev. 11.7. 
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Verfe4. Iwill {mite every korfe with aftoni foment | Great is the ftrength of the Turk. Hif. 


horfé and the rege of his rider: Jeha marched furioufly ; Bajaxet the great Turk 

of his fierce and fuvious riding, was furnamed Gil/deran or Lightening ; But God 

can make the Egyptians to appzar men,and not Gods,and their horfes fleth,and not 

fpirit: Ibex the Lord foall but feretch oxt his hand.(and that’s no hard matter of 

motion ) both he that helpeth pall fal, and he that is holpen fall fal down, and 

they foall all faile together Efay 31. 3. See Pfal. 76: 5, 6. An -horfe isa vain Pfal. 33. 29; 
« thing forfafety, though a warlike creature full ofterrour ; bur fafety or vi@or: i 
` is of the Lord Pro. 21:'31. Ja notbing be terrified, faith the Apoftlė Philip. 1. H 

The Greek word isa metaphor from horfes when they tremble and are fore af. 

frighted : as it fellout in the Philiftines army, when the Angels made a buftle 

among the mulbery-trecs 2 Sam, 5. 24. inthe Syrians army, when the Angels 

likewife madc an harry-noife inthe ayre, of charrets, of horfes, and of agree 

hoft 2 King. 7. 6. inthe army of Sennacherib, when at Gods fole rebuke both 

the charret and horfe were caft into a dead fleep Pfal. 76. 6. Laftly in the German 

wars againft Zifca and the Huflites in Bohemia: where God {mot every horfe 

withailonithment, and. his rider with madneffe; fach apanick terrour feized 

upon the enemies of the truth, though they came in with three potent armics 

atonce, that they fled before cver they looked the enemy in the face. 

this Prophefie was litterally fulfilled to the Maccabees, fee 2 Mac. 10. 30, 

and L will open mine cyes npon the houfe of Judah) whobefore feemed to wink 

orto becflzep. Now will J awake, faith the Lord, Now wif I arife, now Will i Ifa, 33. tu. - 

lift vp my Jelf, for the relief and refcue of my poor people: and that becaufe Te 

they calied them outcafts,taying, This is Zion Whom no man looketh after Ter. 30. 17 

Verfe 5. Aad the Governors of Judah) The Dukes of Chiefctaizes : meaning the 

Maccabes, who ware not any kingly crown, but were only Governours, Rulers 4 

Commanders in chief, fuch as went before others: likeas in the Alphaber Aleph oa 

is the firit letter: So, l : 


ri Meduh, 
DYS. Profan. 
How pag. 78 of 


Omega noftrorum Mors eft, Mars Alpha malorum. . 


Saith the Poet wittily. i 
foal fay in their hearts] ê. e. fhall fay heartily, from the root ofthe heart, and 
not from the roof ofthe mouth only. Profeffion of the truthand prayer ( for fo 
fome make this verfe to be Jarc nota labour of the lips, buta travel of the heart. 
The voice which is made in the mouth is nothing fo {wect, as that which comes 
fiom the depth of the bret. As in inftrument-mufick, the deeper and hollower 
the belly of the Lute or Violl is, the pleafanter is the found; the fleeter, the more 
grating andha fh in our cares. 7 
the inhabitants of Jornfalem fall be my ftrength| Though now there be few 
foundin it: yctit fhallbe much repeopled and fortified: fo that, under God. it 
fhall bea fortreffe tothe whole countrey ; and the Governours fhall fo take itto 
be, Or thus, Nar 
there is ferength to me and tothe inhabitants of Jerufalem in the Lord of Hofts 
their God. | Every governour fhall fay fo for his own particular. (And this 
feemes to me tobe the better reading ) The Maccabesdid fo as appeared by their 
pofy ( whereof before ) their prayers, and their fingular firccefie, as appeares by 
their hiftory, and by Jofephus. Deo coxfifi, nunquam confafi, They that truft in 
God fhall never be confounded. Our fathers truftedin thec.and they were deliye- 
red, Otruft ye in the Lord for ever: for inthe Lord Jehovah is everlafting Strength. 
Look not down on the rufhing and roaring ftreames, left ye grow giddy :- bur 
look up to the heavens from whence comes your help, and falten by faith on Gods 
power and promifes. Faith unfeined breeds hope unfaileable, fuch as never mit- 
carrieth, O truft in him at all times je people &c. Pfals 62. for with God is wif- 
dome and ftrength Tob 12. 13. Plutarch faith of the Scythians that they have-nei- 
ther wine nor mufick: butthey have Gods. Say that the Saints have nei~ 
tae pe nor pollicy astheir enemies, yet they have all in God who is more 
Verfe 6. Inthat day willl makethe governonrs &c. ] Thisis the third fimili- 
C cc tude; 
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b- litude, whercof the feripture isfull: according to thar, I wild open my mouth in 
parables @c. Thefe are ofexcellent ufe to adorn and explain: and yer they are 
evermore inferiour to the matter inhand. They are borrowed from things well 
known, and eafy to be conceived : as here from an harth of fire among wood ; Now 
we canall tell how great a matter ( or wood )a litte fire kindleth Jam. 3. 5: As 
when Nero, for his pleafures fake fet Rome on fire, among other ftately buildings 
that were quickly burntdown, the Circus or race-yard was onc : being about half 
a milein length, ofan ovall form with rowes of feats one above another, capable 
ofat leaftan hundred and fifty choufand fpe@tatours, without uncivil fhoulde. 
sings. As the fire burnetha wood: and asthe flame ferteth the mountains on fire: 
So perfecute them with thy tempeft : and make them a fiaid with thy ferme, faith the 
Church P/a. 83. 14, 15. Thusthey pray’d, and thus it is here promifed : and 
H was accordingly performed in thofe firft warrs of the Maccabees: as appeareth in 
the firft book of their ftory, and in Jofephus. Diodate and others underftand this 


i a Mie ste text of che Apoftles and Evangelifts, who fhould fill the world with wars and 
} Hieron. diffentions by preaching the Gofpell Luke 12.49.whereby the enemies fhould be 
i Temig. ruinated, andthechurch reeftablifhed Obad.18. thorough the tpirit of judgement 


A Lapides and of burning Efay 4. 4. To which purpofe Chryfoftome faith, that Peter 
i wasa man made of fire walking amongft ftubble. Bafil was compared toa pillar 
i offire. John Baptift is by our faviour faid to be a burning anda fhining lamp. 
i And Elrab( in whofe fpirit the Baprift came) wasa man of that tranicendent 
f zeale, that to heighten the exprefion thereof, fomehave legended of him, that 
| + when he drew his mothers breafts he was feen to fuck in fire. 
and \ernfalem foallbe inhabited again in ber own place] fe. where fhe was built 
l; at fisft, and not in another neare place, as Tyrus was; and Rome isat this day 
i ı quite off her old feven hills: fo thataman may look for Rome in Rome. And 
‘| Jerufalem that now is hath mount Calvary in the very middeft of it ( which was 
i anciently without the city ) and not one hundred families of Iewsare therein to be 
found. Thatthey thall one day caft out therehence Gog and Magog, inhabit it 
1 oe, in.the old place, and haveexcellent ftrength and valour miniftred by God to them, 
il Trea all equally for their common defence, none lifting up themfelves above another, 
but allalike afcribing the glory unto God, is concluded by fome (and thofe not in- 
|i confiderable ) Divines out ofthis and the following verfes. 
| Ver[e7. The Lord alfo foall fave the tents of Judah firff| Orasat firfty fc. when 
ji they came out of Egypt, and had no ftrong holds totake to for their defence. 
| Lord, (faith Mofes, ) thon baft been our dwelling-place in all generations Pfal.go,t. 
} He was fo ofold, andever willbe: the faith whercof made the fathers well con- 
i tent to dwell in tents Heb. 11. 13. and thofe koly Rechabites Ier. 35. 7, 8. till 
Nebuchadnezzar came up into the land ver. 11. But here God promifeth tode- 
liver thofe Jews that dwelt in the open fields, without the city ; and then after- 
wards to deliver Ierufalem it {elf from the tage of the Antiochi; and fohe did 
(1 Maccab. ) ina wonderfull manner: they were helped indeed with alittle help 
Dan. 11. 34, to take away boafting ; as itfolloweth. 
that the glory of the honfe of David ec. |] thatis, the glorious houfe of David, 
and the glorious inhabitants of Jerufalem, by an Hypallage. Noneft gloriofior po» 
Alft.Chrom pulusfubcælo, quam Judaicus. There is nota more vainglorious people under 
heaven then the Jewsare faith A//fed, They were fo of old Ioh. 8. 33, Mat. 3. 
9. Spaniards are faid to be impudent braggers : and extremely proud in the low- 
eftebb of fortune; fo are the Jews. But God will teach them better things, and 
make him that glorieth glory in the Lord 1 Cor. r. 31. 
: -Verfe 8. In that day foall the Lord defend Gc.] Profequitur eandem fententiam 
Pov, 21, 24. faith Calvin. He proceedes in the former argument, toaflure the feeble Jews (as 
Sanballat that proud haughty fcorner called them Neh. 4. 2. ) offafety and pro- 
PAL s.v, tection. God will bleffe the righteous: with favour will he compafle them as 
' with afhield. Now there is no comming at the body but thorough the fhield, 
if well handled ;. no comming at the Saints, but through Gods own fides, asI 
may fay. He beareth his people as on Eagles wings Exod. 19. 4, Dent. 32. 11s 
Now the Eagle carries her yong upon her wings (and not between her talonsas 
other birds do )fo that they cannot be fhor, but thorough the body of the old 
eis » hot, but thorough thie be one: 


: fre, it would helpro torment him: if into a pit of water, to fink him. Now 


. of it, as by acanvaffe. Yea,he fits in the height of heaven, and wherein they deale 
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ane Oh the dignity and fatety of a Saint! Well might Adofes fing, Happy 
art thon O Ifrael: Who is like wate thee, O people | faved by the Lord, the fhicld of 
thy lp, and who 7s the [word of thine excellency: and thine enemies ball be found 
Fae thee, and thors foal tread upon their high places. Lerall that would be peur 33 29. | 
tafe indeed, as ina tower of braffe, or town of warr, labour tobe found written ' 
emo: the living in ponien Ifa. 4. 3. tobe of the Church of the firft-born 
winch are enrolled in feaven Heb. 12. 23. like asin Terufalem were records kept 
ofthe pames of all the citizens Pfal. 48. 3. Get under Gods wing, and nothing ga 
can annoy thee. Asif he be angry, where fhalla man fhelter? Braffe and iron 
can fence him againft a butler ora fword : but if hebe to be caft into a furnace of 
our God isa cosfuming fire Heb. 12. 29. aud his breath a Bream of *brimftone 
Ifa. 30. 33- Torun from him co other refuge, is bur for a man to run his head 
intoabarrelef gunpowder, for a fhelter againft the force ofa fire kindled over 
le he that % feeble among them] So that he cannot fazd but flagger ( as the 
word importeth ) as did Miles Cobclite a Chriftian fouldier fore wounded, forhat : ; 
he reeled like a drunken man and fell down diverfe times, for want of firength. thy ; 
Thisman drawing nigh to Amsrath the third king of Turks,as he was viewing the 2 
dead bodics aftera bloody fight, making asif he would have craved his life of him, fies: s 
fuddenly {tabbed him in the bottome of his belly with a fhort dagger which he had nips 
under his fouldiers coat ; of which wound that great king and conquerour prefent- 
ly ae as David] who wasa mighty man of valour (as Hafai told Abfalon 
and bid him beware 2 Sam, 17. 8. ) and had fucha band of worthics about him, 
aswcrenotto be matched 2 Sam. 23. 8. Thefe had ahoufe by themfelves to 
dwell and exercife feats ofarmes : as Lyra gathereth out of Neb. 3. 16. where 
mention is made of the houʻe of the mighty. The Maccabes( flighted as adjects ) 
did greater exploits and got greater victories then David haddone: and the con- 
dition of this poor people was to be fhortly after (/c. under che preaching of 
Chrifts gofpel ) far betterand happier then ever it had been under the rich and 
flourifhing kingdome of David: for then they fhould beable to fay, Gods grace 
is {uthicient for me: his ftrength is made perfect in my weakneffe. Iwill lory in 
mine infirmities, that the power of Chrift may reft upon me: for when I an 
weak, then Iam ftrong. I can doall things, fuffer all things thorough Chrift that 
firengtheneth me. The weak foall [ay Lam ftreng loel 3. 10 And indeed how can 
they be otherwife, that have a mighty ftrong God Efay 9. 6. aftrong word, the . 
Lords ownarme, the power of God tofalvation Rom. 1. 16. Abt, 20. 32. a ftrong n oe 
fpiric 2 Tim. 1. 7. ftrong confolations Heb. 6. 18. ftrong armour both offen- Prov. 18.10, 
five anddetenfive Eph. 6. 18. and the name of the Lord as a ftrong tower wheres Iftse, 37. 
unto the righteous run and are fafe, and where waiting upon the Lord they re- 
new their ftrength. they mount up With wings as Eagles, or rather as Angels. 

for the boufe of David hall be as God as the Angell of the Lord before them] i. e. 
As Chrift the Angell of Gods prefence, and that went before the people in the 
wilderneffe. Such werc thofe of the blood-royall, and that fucceeded David in 
the government: butefpecially fuch were the Apoftles, Chitits Mightics, who 
fhould be endued with fo many gracesin majefty, Authority, Strength, and truth, 
that men fhouldreceive them ( Cornelius like ) as fo many Angels of God, yea even 

J us Gal, 4. 14. S } 

” pi Er will Tk deftroy| 1 will makeinquifition and diligent fcrutiny : 
I willdraw them out of their lurking-places toexccution: as Sax? went to feek 
David upon the rocks of the wild-goats ; thofe high, ftecpand craggy rocks, which reqneg ss 
could not but be very tedious both to himfelf, and to his fouldiers to march in : 
But he was fetupon’t, and would leave no place unfearched. See his charge to 
the Ziphites to take knowledge of all the lurking-holes where he hid him(clf, ad 
to bring him word that he mightfeck him thorough all the thoufands oe J ah 
I Sam,23-23.The Lord need not do fo,to find out his enemics;for in bim they iy c, 
moveand fubfift Col. 1. 17. they arc everunder his view, and within his reach. 
He fitteth upon the circle of the earth Z/. 40. 22. and can eafily fhake them out 
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proudly, hets above them Exod. 18.11. difclofing their cabinet-counfels, ashe did . 


Benhadads ; and blafting their defignes. . 

to deftroy allnations God ftands not upon multitudes ; he takes not the tenth 
man, but deftroyes all nations, betHey never fo many of them that come apainft 
Terufalem, that oppofe or affront his people, either with their virglent tongues 
or civlent hands. W hena rabble of rebels fhall fer themfelves againft the Lord, 
and againit his Chrift, his myfticall Chrift the Church, Bẹ will utterly deftroy 
them; the word fign.fieth he will deftroy them se nihil relignusum maneat, that 
there fhali be no remainder ofthem. Woe therefore to the Churches enemies ; 
for their deftruction ever goes with the faints falvation Philip. 1. 28,29. E fay 8 9. 


Pro. 11. 8. Gods jealoufis Zach. 1. 14. and juitice 2 Thef. 1. 6. will effe@it furely, | 


feverely, fuddenly. 

Verfe10. And [will pour upon the houfeof David] Pour asby whole paile- 
fuls; Godisno penny-father ; no {mall gifts fall fiom fo great ahand; hegives 
liberally Jem.1.15. andis rich to all that call upon his name Kom. 10. 12. abun- 
dane in kindnetle Exod. 34. 6. plenteous in mercy -P/al. 103. 8. the grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift hath over-abounded, hath overflowed all the banks 1 Téi. 
1, 14. indecd it hath neither bank nor bottom. Oh pray for that bliffe-fall 
fight Eph. 1.18.and 3. 18,19,that Spirit of wifdome and revelation. Z 

of grace and of fepplications| Or deprecations of that utter dcftsuion that 
fhall befall other nations. God will fave his people, but {oas by prayer Pfal. 
32. 6. 2 Chron. 7. 14. Zach, 13. 9. he will grace his own ordinance, draw 
many fuitours, and derive many prayfes to himtelf. See Ezek, 36. 37. Pfal. 
50. 15. and116. 2. Somerenderita fpirst of grace and of lamentations, fc. before 
the Lord ,when they felt the nailes, wherewith they had pierced Chrift, pricking 
theirown hearts Ath. 2. 37. puntknally pricking and piercing them. 

and they fall look, upon me whom they bane pierced] Dacaru, whom they have 
d:ggered or digged, as P/al. 22. 16. him they fhall look upon and lament, 
rhovrat, xdaLovTas their eye fhall affect their heart; forthe eye is the inftrument 
both of fight and of forrow ; and what the eye never fees the heart never rues. 
The Sun looketh upon thecarth, drawethup vapours thence, and diftilleth them 
down again: {o doth the Sun of the underftanding; which till it be convinced, 
the heart cannot be compunéted. Sight of fin muft precede forrow for fin. The 
The prodigall came to himfelf, ere he repented of hi, loofe pradifes, men mut 
betbink themfelves, or bring back to their hearts Cas the Hebrew hath it 1 K ing. 8, 
47.) ere they will fay, We have finned and dealt perverfely, we have committed 
wickednefle. Sce ler. 8. 6. Pfal. 38. 18. An infant inthe womb cryes not be- 
caule he feesnot; but as foon as it comes into the light, he {ets up his note. Get 
therefore your eyes anointed with eye-falve, with this {pirie of grace and fuppli- 
cations; fo fhall you foon fee ( faith Mr. Bradford martyr }) your face foull arrayed, 
and fo fhamefull,faucy, mangy, pocky, and fcabbed, that You cannot but be forry 
at the contemplation thereof. Itis the {pirit that ccenvinceth the world of fin; 
neither can the waters til/ his wind bloweth Pfal. 147.18. A figh is not breathed out 
for fin, till the {pirit imbreach the fame into us. i 

and they fhal! mourn for him] Or, for it, viz. for their crucifying the Lord of 
glory in their forefathers, and having a great hand in it themfelves ; fith their and 
our fins were thorns and nails that picrced him, the lance that let out his heart- 
blood &c. Webound him with cords; webeathim with reds ; buffetted him 
with fifts, reviled him with our mouths, nodded at him with our heads, &c. 
We were rhe chiefatours and principal caufes, that fet awork Judas, Pilat Ge. 
Oh ftand a while with the devout women, and fee him biceding, groaning, 
dying, by the wounds that we gave him; and mourn aff:Ctionatly over himas here. 

they hali mours) with fuch outward pomp and ritesasare ufed at funerals; as 
wringing the hards, beating the breafls, fhaking the head, and thelike externall 
gefturesand exprefiions of heavineffe. : 

and foall be in bitterneffe| by inwardneffe of extream grief; as when Davids 
heart was leavened with it P/a/. 73- 21. it was fowred with goodly forrow, and 
foweed in the teares of true repentance. So Peter went forth and wept bitterly 
Mat. 26. 15. waters of Marah flowed from Mary Magdalens eyes, which wee 

a 


were as a fountain for Chrifts feet: hyre forrow was deep and down-right, pro- 
ducing repentance never to bercpeated of. The forrow we conceive for an un- 
kindnefle offered to Chrift muft nvt be.flight and, fadden, but. fad and foaking : 
dike that of she Iraclites mer at Mizpeh; when they. drew water before the Lord 
1 Says. .75,6- whereunso the Prophet; jeremy. feemeth to. allude, when he feris 
onfly wifheth chat his head, were watets-8&¢. Jer. 9, 1: -and David with his ris 
vers of teares P/a. -119;,436- His-heart was foft and foluble: now foftneffe of 
heart difcovers fin; asthe:blots sun abroad, and feem biggeft in wet paper: and 
as when the.Cockatrice egge.is crufhed,it breakes forth intoa viper Ja. 59. 5. 
Now to make and keep:zhe heart foft and tender,,the confideration of Chrifts 
dolorous:.paffion muftnseds be of fingular.ufe and efficacy: as the fight of Cefars 
bloody robes brought forth, greatly affected the people of Rome, and edged 
themto revenge. The hardeft heart foundly foaked in the blood of Chrift ( the 
true fcapẹegoat ) cannot bur relent and repent for fach a horrid villany. l 

._ a one mourneth for hi onely fon-—for bis firft ‘bors\ fe. witha funerall-forrew : 
{ach as was that of the Sunamite, and of the widdow of Naim, of Rachel, who res 


fufed to be comforted Gre. There isan Ocean of. love ina fathers heart: as wefee Si 


in Pacob. toward Fofepb, in David towards Abfolam, inthe father of the Prodigall 
&c. Chrift was Gadsonly fon in refped of his divine nacureshe was alfo the fir/t- 
born among many brethren. And yet God fe loved the world ee. So? how è 
Soas I cannot tell how: for this isa Sic withouta Sicst : Eyen fo fhould our 
forrow be, for having a wicked hand in his dolorous death. The Prophet here 
feemes to be at a ftand as it were, whence to borrow comparifons to fhaddow it 
outby. Great is the grief of children for their deceafed Parents, as of Fofeph for 
Iacob Gen. 50. 1. he fell upon his fathers face, as willing to have wept him alive 
again ifpoffible. So our Edward the firft returning from the warrs in Paleftina, 
refted himfelf in Sicily : where the death of his fon and heir comming firft to his 
care, and afterwards of the king his father, he much more forrowed his fathers 
departure, then his fons: whereat King Charles of Sicily greatly‘marvelled, and 
demanding the reafony bad of him: this anfwer: The lolle of fons is bue light; 
becaufe they are multiplyed every day’: but the death of parents is irremediable, 
becaufe they can never be had againe, ‘Thus He, Howbeit, love rather defcen- 
deththen afcendeth, and Abraham could better part with his father Terah, then 
with bes fon, his only fon Ifaac whom he loved Gen..22. 2. Before he had him; 
Lord God, faid Abrabam; what wilt thon give me fo. long as I goe childleffe. His 
mouth was fo out of taft with the fente of his want, that he could relifh no cóm- 
fort. -But now to be bereft of him, and that in fuch a manner, as he might con- 
ceive by that probatory precept Gen. 22. 2. this muft needs goto the very heart 
ofhim, for though he had puton grace, yet he had not put off nature.- Both 
Jaceb and Iacobs father (-as Junius underftandeth that paflageGes. 37, 35: ) wept 
favourly for Iofeph, and would go down into the grave unto their Sin mourning. 
True itis, that the loffe of fome wife may be greater then the loffe of fome fon, 
( Abraham came from his own tent to Sarah's tent to mourn for her Ges, 22. z: 
and fhe was the firft that we read of in {criptire mourned for) bnt the Prò- 
phet here fpeaketh of the mourning of husband and wife together : and they can 
lofe no greater outward bleffing, then their firft-born, if an onely-one efpecially. 
Verfe 11. In that day fhaill there be a great mourning in Jerufalem] Magnifica- 
bitur lutins (fothe Hebrew hath it ) their mourning fhall be greatened, their 
heavineffe heightened, they fhall rife in their repentance above all that is ordina- 
ty. The Cafuifts and Schoolmen affirme forrow for fin tobe the greateft of all 
forrowes.1. I» conata: the whole foule feemes to fend {prings into it, out of eve- 
ry faculty. 2. Inextenfione: Itisa {pring which in this life more or leffe is con- 
tinually dropping : neither would God have the wounds of godly ‘forrow to be 
fo clofed up atall, as not to bleed afreth upon every good occafion. 3. In appreci- 
aione: the true penitentiary doth ever judge that a good God offended, Saviour 
crucified, ‘fhould be the prime caufe of greateft grief. 4. I» intenfione: for inten- 


` fion of di/pticence in the will; there being no other thiogs with which, or for Pia 


which ‘the will is more difpleafed with its felf, then for fining againft God. 
Thereismore caute of grief, fay they, for fining, then forthe death of Chrift : 
f o Cece 3 becaufe 
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becaufe therein was aliquid placens, but fin is fimpliciter difplicens. But is it not god. 
ly mourning, may fome fay, unleffe it be fo great ? I anfwer, that ‘other mourn: 
ing may make more noife; like a dafhing fhoure of rain, or a land:fiood that 
by a {mall fhallow channel comes down from an hill. V hen a man mourns for 
his onely fon, or the like, thiscomes. from God asa judgement ; it comes down 
hill asit were, hath nature to work with it, and nothing to hinder it ; but this 
mourning and melting over Chrift, is asa ftream that- goeth up hill, and. through 

M. Cotton, many reeds and flagges, as a Reverend man expreffech it. - a : 
as the mourning of Hadadvimmon in the valley of Megiddon] Where good Jofiah 
was flain, and where the people faw (co their unipeakable grief, and heart-break) 
family, Church and Common-wealth pluckt up by the roots, in the loffe of that 
one man, who was the very breath of all their noftrils, as Jeremiah fadly ackowledg- 
eth in his Lamentacions, compofed on that very occafion, and when he died, 
all their profperity here died with him; and themfelves were no better:then living 
Ghofts, walking fepulchers of themfelves: a being they had, but not a life: 
, thofe that before-fecmed to touch heaven with their finger, fell down to the 
ee _ earth,asifthey had been planet-ftruck,as Budeus fpeaketh of the French courti- 
pere rie ers at the death of Lewes the twelfth. When Auguftus died, orbis ruinam timye- 
efe diceres, ramus, faith -Parerculus, we thought all had been loft, and that the world would 
have fallen abour our ears. When our Edward the fixth (that fecond Jofah) was 

taken away, Cardan fung this forrowful Epicedion; 


Flete nefas magnum, fed toto flebitis orbe 
Mortales; veftritum corrit omnis honos, _ 


Verfe 12,13,14, Aud the land fall mourn) Not the generality of the Jews (un- 
leffe it be at their laft general converfion, that refurreétion from the dead, asit is 
called Ro7.11.15.) but the eles according to grace, who are here called the land, 
becaufe more efteemed by God then all the other Jews befides : for he reckoneth 
ofmen by their righteoufneffe, ashe did of Lor at Sodom. 


every family apart) To thew the foundneffe of their forrow, the fincerity by - 


the fecrecy : for Ze dolet verè qui fine tefte dolet. He grieves with a witneffe, that 
grieves without awitnefle. There isa worldly forrow that hardeneth the heart: 
and indifpofeth ic for repentance; as did that of Nabal. There isalfoan hellith 
forrow, a defperate grief for fin, pænitentia Ifcariotica, as was that of Judas. There 
is no birth without travel : but fome children die in the birth: are killed with ithe 
igi Sev pains ofthe labour. Laftly, there isa Sorrow according to God, whereby we weep 
asgn.2Cor7 kindly after God, inquiring the way to Zion, with our faces fet thitherward, 
and renewing our covenant Jer. 50.4, 5+ Againft thee, thee onely, have 1 finned, faith 
David Pfal.5 1. 4.Lo, there lay this pinch of his grief, that he had offended fo good 
a God. It was the Myrrhe and its {cent, that Chrift had dropped on the bars of the 
door, that waked the droufy Spoufe, and made her bowels fret Cant. 5. This 
made her firft weep in fecret, and then feekout after him, whom her foul loved. 
She firft went toenquire ofthe Lord, as Rebecca did Gen,25.22. and then fhe 
hears from him thofe fweet words Cant.2.14. Oh my dove ! that art inthe clefts of 
the rocks that haft wrought thy felf z burrough a receptacle of reft in theR gck of ages, 
in thefecret places of the Jtars, whither thou art retired as for fecurity fo for fecre- 
cys to mourn as adove, andto pray for pardon. Shew me thy face, which now 
appeareth moft orientally beautiful, becaufe moft inftampt with forrow for fin: Let 
me hear thy voice, which never founds fo melodioufly, as when thy heart is broken 

moft penitentially : for fiveer zs thy voice, and thy countenance comly, 
and their wives apart) Sarah had her peculiar tent Ge.24.65 wherein fhe dwelt Ge. 
18.6. & died Ge.23.2 Rebecca likewife had her retiring-room , whither fhe went to 
enquire of the LordGe.25.22, Rachel & Leah had their feveral tents,apare from Jacobs 
Ge.31.33.Ad4iriam.and her women do apart by themfelves praife God for deliverance 
Efth. 4.16, Exo. 15.20./ and my maidens will Saft likewife, faith Efther.Ina time of folemn hu- 


~ miliation, let the bride-groom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her clofer, 


doel 2.16. See 1 Cor.7.5. Amongft both Jews, Greeks, and Romans, the women 
were feparated from the. men, in publike acts and affemblies ; in times of paar 
calamity 


Calamity efpecially, as may be gathered out of Plutarch, Atheneis, Virgil, Livy, ---4d templani , 
Strate paffim Mares crinibus 1 enzpla vertentes, veniam trarum coleftium expofcant, Pn ega Pal- l 
faith He; The men by themfelves, and: che women by themfelves, fought to ap- a : 
peale the angry Gods.: Here they are fevered, to fhew that they- wept not fòrs 
company, fed fponte G propris affettu, as Calvin hath it, but of their own accord, and 

out of pure affection ; they freely lamented not fo much for Chrifts dolorous death, 

as for that themfelves had a chief hand in-it, and were the Principal caufes of it. The 

beft kinde of humiliation is to love and. weep, as that woman did Luk.7. whomade 

her eyes a fountain to wath ‘Chrifts feet in, and had his fide opened for a fountain 

to wath her foul in pasit is Chap.13.1. oy S Me : 

_ all the families thar-reysain | Out of every family of this peoplė,: God will have rosie te 
fome converts., A thing fo incredible; that to perfwade ‘it, -the Prophet elefionof 


may here feem to fome prophane perfon to. ufe- more words ‘then need- grace. 
cth. , ; z Rom.11.5. 


CHAP: XUL. 


Verfe 1. PN tht diy there (hall be a fountain opened) Nurcfrattum penitentie adiun- 
git, fath Calvin here. This ische fruit of their repentance. No fooner 

mourn they over Chrift, but they are received to mercy. J faid, I will confeffe a 

my tranfgreffions unto the Lord: and ( or ever I can do it) thos forgave? the iniqnity 

of my fen; that is, both the fting and ftain of it, the ‘guilt and’ the f hecrime Pfalgas. 

and th tle. Repent and your all be blotted out, faith Peter ofe nefari- Akh fI ‘77 


fi to t 
ous Kill-Chrifts 4.3.9. God will croffe the black lines of your fins, with the red 
lines of his fons blood, 1 Job.1.6. A fountain fhali be opened : not a ciftern, but 


by the hand of his forerunner, and baptized thofe tliat repented for the remifion R156., 


mentally, for it fealeth up falvationto the beleever Mar. 16. 16. ahd isof perpetu- 

aland permanent ufe to him, for that purpofe, his whole life thorowont, sr /eatu- 

rigo femper ebylliens, as a fountain bubbling u p to eternal life. Here then the 
Sacrament of Baptifme is prophected of and promifed. And hence, haply the Bap- 

tifine of Zohn is faid to have been from heaven Mat.21.25.All the Levitical purifi- 

cations pointed to this Kings-Bath of Chrifts meritorious blood, this ever-flowing 

& overflowing fountain:for the grace of our Lord Jefus hath abounded to flowing over rapemnsie 
(as S. Pauls expreflion is) with faith and love which isin Chrift Jefus. Neither can rem, 

it ever be dried up, as was the river Cherith, the brooks of Tema &c. but isan 
inexhaufted fountain, a frefh-running {pring,for all that have but a minde to make 
toward it. Tam recens mihi nuncC, briftus eft, ac fi hac bord fudiffee fanguinem, faith 
Luther; Chriftis ttill as freth and foveraign tome, as if this very hour he had fhed - 
his blood. He was the Lamb flain from the beginning of the world ; and fhall be 
fo tothe end thereof. Cruci heremns „Sanguinem fugimus, © intra ipfa Redemptoris 
noftri vulnera figimus linguam, faith Cyprian of the Lords Supper; j e. We 
cleave to the eroffe at this holy ordinance : we fuck Chrift’s blood, we thruft our 
tongues into the very wounds of our Redeemer > andare hereby purged from all 
pollutions of fleth and fpirit. 


to the houfe of David, and to the inhabitants of Terufalern)] ie. To all forts and 


. 


Hane none fhal! be fecluded from this fountain, thus opened or expofed to all,not 
ealed and fhut up, asthat Cant. 4.12. God is no refpecter of perfons, but ine- 
very 
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SEER EER RRREEERO EE een Perera amare 
-A&10.34, very nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteoufneffe is accepted of . 
35. him. i ' 


and the unclean fpirit to peffe out of the land ] This connexion is worthy tobe 3 


__.,, for fin and for ungleanneffe] i. e Forall forts of finnes, though they be fuch, asin noted, faith reverend Calvin here: becaufe it fhews us the fource of all errours 
~ „their defert do feparate usfrom, communion with God, and company often. (See viz. the letting loofe the reins to perverfe teachers. J confeffe, faith He, we are 
> Levit.12.anda5. ) render us worthy to be excommunicated, profcribed, and apt enough of our felves to run after falfities, fuch is the corruption of our natures. 
-banjfhed out of the world, as pifts and botches of humane fociery by ‘a common Sed imerea nbi graffarnr licentia auidvis docendi, neceffe eft corrumpi totam pieta- 
confent ofnations: as che obftinate Jews are at this day for their inexpiable, guilt.in tem, & fic mifceri omnia ut mhil differat Inx 2 tenebris, >c. But where in matters 
-epucifying Chrift.. The vulgar here hath it, 4d abletionem peccatoris Ó menftrug- of Religion, every man may think what he lifts, and utter what he thinks, and de- 
tty; For wafhing clean the firiner, andthe menftruous woman: alluding (as dogh fend what he utters, and publith what he defends, fand gather difciples to what he 
.. alfo the Chaldee) to the waters of expiation made of the afhes of-a red cow publifheth , this didertas prophetandi, this liberty, or licentioufneffe rather of 
< AMum.19.11,17- Seethe Nore shere : and importing the purging both of he-finners prophecying ( alafle poor Exgizzd \ ) muft needs bane the Church, and bring in 
“=, and fhe-finners +: Or,:as fome will bave ic, both of Adualand Original fin,,Lo this confufion. God therefore here gives us to know, that a Church cannot ftand, un- 
`» isthe vertue of Chrifts merit.and {pirit, 1.Gor. 6.10,11. far beyond that.of Aba- | leffe falfe teachers be forbidden to turn the truth intoa lie, and to prate at their 
nah & Pharphar, of Jordan and Siloam, which yet are faid not onely to wath and pleafure againft the word of God : and this, faith He, is diligently to be noted. 
{cour, but alfo to healand cure. The Saracenes naturally fink like goats: but | Fidernus enim ut kodit nebulones quidam, crc. Tor we fee how at this day, certain 
Saligniacus. by wafhing themfelves and their children in the “pool of Siloam, they become i vile perfons take it up for a principle, that the Church is not free, unleffe every man 
Adrichem. fweeter. ‘fhe-Yurks make ufe of it to fharpen their eye-fight. Ar Cyzicum may be fuffered to preach, or broach what he pleafech: and that itis preateft cru- 
Plin-lib.31 | there is a well called Cupids well, the water whereof is faid to quench the tire of elty to punifh an heretike, and nor to give him leave to blafpheme the-truth. But 
ior. ib luft.. This is better yet then thofe Bathes of Rome - concerning which Seneca the Prophet here fheweth, that the Church of God cannot be kept in pure ftate,nor 
1 Orige13. no leffe wittily then truly. complained, Po fiquam manda balnea inventa fant, [pur ftand intire and fafe, unleffe the rafhneffo and impudency of fuch be reftrained, as 
Heyl Geog. cioves [unt qui: layant. : Or thofe wanton Bathes of upper-Badiain Helveriaggnuch fre- dare pervert found and fincere dogtrine. Thus He. 
285, quented, yet not fo much for health, as filthy pleafure. They that aggin Chrif, Verfe 3. Aad it fhall come to paffe that when any foal Jet prophefie] Here the 
have crucified the flefh with, the affettions and Inf¥s Gal. §. 24. they are not onely Prophet theweth how God will effect the former Promife. He will firft give unto 
-| wafhed from their wickednefle Jer.4.1.4 but bereft of their {winith natures, aè his people a fpirit of judgement, and then a [pirit of burning, as Efay 4.4. fo that 
` l taiquam fus ad volucabrym Ot. 2 Pet.2.22, a o. they fhall be able to difcerne both good and evil, and not be. Zed away with the er- Web.s.14 
gnatfabimter= . Verfe 2,..f.will cut off the names of the: idols] Heb. of the fray-bugges (as they are : rour of the wicked, to fall from their own ftedfafineffe. They fhall alfo be adeo 2 Pet2.17 
riculoram likewife galled 1 Sam.31,9. 1 Chro.10.9.P{al.115 «4. in contempt, as Priapusin Ho percitt zelo, fo carried on by a zeal of Gods glory, and fo bleffedly blow» up, asl 
fear-crems ce. furum aninmg;: Maxima formide-—--) Or grievous idols , as Pfal ibs may fo fay, in his caufe, that they fhall fall upon their deareft relations in this cafe, 
becaufe they tormented the mindes of. the fuperftitious, and put chem to great and labour i bring their own children to condigne punifhment, according to the 
pains to no purpofe ; asisto be feen in Popith Pilgrims, who though ufed hard- Law of Go ) id that be alf provided, Dear. 13.8, 9. Neither let any object here, Ob. 
ly, and lofe much oftheir eftates, and other comforts, yet fatisfie themfelves thar this is ? P ‘ ament: we find no fuch thing in the Gofpel. For the Prophet So, 
in this, I have that] came fon, vz. the fight of a dumb idol, as Calvin noteth here (peaketh of the times of the Golpel ( chap. 12. 10.) and of the kingdom of 
on that place Seek ye my face. Now of thefe mawmets and monuments of idolatry, Chrift. FKEA ergo, faith Mr. Calvin here well, and worthily, on modo legens 
thefe Balaams blocks, the Lord here promifeth to rid the land, as he did under ilam fuiffe Judeis pofitam, quemadmodum nugantur f anatici homines, qui vellent 
the Maccabees.And asin the Primitive Church hedid by the Chriftian Emperors, hodie fibi permitti orbis turbandi licentiam: fed extenditur ad nos etiam eadem lex. 
ftiled therefore hy the fuperftitious Lcozonzachi, and Iconaclafta:and of late by the It followerh therefore , that that Law Dent. 13.9. was not made for the Jewes 
renowned Reformers, as at Geneva, Bern, Bafile (where they were burnt all toge- onely ( id eth brain-fick people conceit it, who would fain get leave to trouble 
ther on an Afh-Wwednejday of Gods own making) and here in England by the com- the world with cheir fopperies ) but the fame law extendeth it felf eventous. For 
mand of King Edwardthe fixth : who the felf fame day obtained a fignal viGory at if at this day theeves, and witches, and adulterers, &c. are held worthy of punifh- 
Mufcleborough-field. ` aa ment: how much more are heretikes, feducers, blafphemers, who poifon mens 
and they fhall- x0 more be remenbred\ Unleffe it be with fhame and deteftation, as fouls, rob God of his glory, confound the whole order of the Church, &c. See 
Exech.16.61. Pfal.16.4. Hof.s4.8. Ephraim thall fay, what have I to do any mere. Rom 13-4. I Per. 2.13, 14. and hold to that old Rule, Non diftingnendum, nbi ` 
with idols? He fhal! pollute the idols which he once perfumed, and fay unto. feriptura now diffinguit; Men muft not diftinguith, where the {eripture doth 


- them, Get you hence, Ifay 30.22. Iwasan obftinate Papift (faith Latimer of him- 

Aelf) as any was in England, and a groffe Idolater &c. But after that he came to a, 

fight of his errour, he fo far forth abhorred idols, that being brought forth af» 

Aél.and Mon. cer he was condemned to die to fee a proceffion, he ran as faft as his old -bones: 


Q 


ot. 
that his father] In whofe heart there is naturally an Ocean of love to his own 

child, as we feein David'toward Abfalom, in old Andronicus the Greek Emperour. 

in our William the Conquerour, and Maud his wife coward their unnaturall fone 

fol123% = would carry him to one Spenfers fhop neer Karfax in Oxford, and would not once: Robert Curtuoi’e, whom the maintained out of her own coffers, in his quarrell for 

look toward it. E — Normandy : which the king her husband knew, and took asa caufe rather of dif- Speed.4saz 

andalfo Iwill canfe the Prophets] So they will needs be called and counted: pleafure then of hatred; as proceeding from motherly indulgence for advancing 

when as they are no better then aucleax fpirirs({ee the Geneva-Note here}or at leatt their fone. bi we, 

are acted and fet on work by that unclean tpirit the Devil, ( See Mat. 12. 43- i ; fos began im] This is twice here repeated for honours fake to thefe zelots ; 

Mar.4.26, Icha 8.44. Rev.t6.13. with the Notes) indeed they are falfe Prophets We & eee all naturali and carnail refpects for the vindication of Gods glory, and 

Mar 7.15. falfe teachers, who privily bring in damnable herefies 2 Pet.2.1, vava is how fa howe See Mar. 10. 37. wich the Note there. 

orationis, cui nulla veritatis vel virtutis ratiofubeft, fant artifices (tulte loquases © d : Hg Now Cari ee J fe. to d w more mifchief, and to draw more fouls to the 

Larruli, faith Montanus, they are loud & lewd liers, infpired by that unclean fpitit on i ° ke, tna te genus fed patria, faid e4ulus Fulvins, when he flew his , 

the father of lies, ut impuvati. impurent ‘alios & feducant fedutti, that -being them- a onne ta en in Catalines confpiracie: 1 begat thee not for Catiline, but for 

felves def ed ‘and feduced,they may defile and feduce others, For by corrupt teach- ycountrey, More tobe commended a great deal then Philip that bloody king 


y , f Spain, who faid openly, that he had rather h fubj 
ers Satan.catcheth men +- b fith catcheth another, thas he hea Id mo leave a Tuten ne have no fubjedts, then Lutheran 
may feel por both n ; asa cunning fifher by one fith catch the i d fubje&s; that he would not leave a Lutheran in his dominions ; that if he thoaght 


his 


, Junius in loc, 


Sculter, Annal. 
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a aaee e a 
his fhirt {mele of that herefie, he would tear it from his own back: And out of a 
blind zeal he fuffered his eldeft fonne Charles to be murthered by the cruel Inqui- 
fition, becaufe he feemed to favour our profeflion. For which noble exploit, chat 
^ mouth of blafphemy, the Pope, gave him this commendation, Noz pepercit filio Juo, 
fed dedit pro nobis. He ípared not his own fonne but gave hm up forus. O hor- 
rible. 
for thor fpeakeft lies in the name of the Lord | Lies in hypocrifie, doctrines of 

devils, depths of Satan, that artificer of lies, and father of them, fod, 8. 44. which 
yet he would fain father, and falten upon the God of Amen, or of truth, “as he is 
called, Pfal. 31. 5. like as varlets beget baftards, and lay them at honeft mens 
doorstobe kept; Thos fpeak ft lies in the name of the Lord, This isto fubfticuce 
the devilin the place of God, or to transform God, fo asthathe fhould nothing 
differ from the devil. No wonder therefore, though he that break the leaft com- 
mandement, and teach men fo, be called leaftin the kingdom of heaven: efpeci- 
aily if he pretend Gods authority for it, as the falfe Prophets of old, and the 
Sweackfeldian heretikes alate entitle themfelves , The Confrfforrs of the glory of 
Chrift. For this is the higheft indignity , or rather contumely, that can be put up- 
on God: Itisamoredeteftable evil, then co killan innocent man; yea to com- 
init parricide, or treafon. mo quacunque poterant namerare feelera non pervenia 
ent vd boc crime, faith Calvia upon the texte Let Sectaries and Seducers look to 
it, thofe harmleffe, hornleffe creatures, as they would be accounted. 

Jall thraft him thorough when he prophefieth ] As Phineas did that ftinking 
couple, inthe flagrancie of their luft, Nea. 25.8. and as Levi, in like cafe, con- 
fecrated himfelf to the Lord, even every man upon he Jonae, and upon his brother, 
Exod. 32.29. He faid unto his father and mother ( when Gods glory required it) 
I have nat feen bhim, neither did be acknowledge his brethren, nor know his own 
children, Dest. 33.9. All naturall relations and felf-refpects fhould be drown’d in 
the glory of God, and the good of our ownand other mens fouls. They fhould 
be even {wallowed up thereby, as the fuell is by the fire, and as the forcercrs ferpents 
were by AZo/es ferpent, or the fat kine by the lean. 

Firle 4. The Prophets pall be afsamed every one ef his vifion] OF their Midia- 
nitifh dreams, which they had firft dreamed, and then told ic for gofpel to their 
fond neighbours. They fhall be fo clearly convinced, that they fhail blufh and 
bleed to think how they have been befotted, how many fouls they have murdered, 
how oft they have even ftradled over heli-mouth, and yer have been preferved, 2 
Theff.2.10, 12. Seethe Note. This makes them fhame, and fhent chemfelves in 
the prefence of God and his people, faying, O my God, 1 am afbamed, und bluf to 
lift up my face to thee my God: for our inigititecs are increafed over our head, and 
our guilt is growa up to the heavens, This was fulfilled in thofe Scribes and Pharifees 
that afterwards became beleevers, and faid with Saint Pael, Beware of the concifor, 
For we are the circumctfion, which worfbip God inthe {pirit, and rejoyce in Chrift 
Jefu, and have no confidence in the flefh. Luther revolted from the Popith religion 
which he had held and maintained, taking it for an honour to becalled Apoffate 
by them ; that is, as he interpreted it, One that had fallen off from the devil. 
Bugenhagins when he firt read Luthers book de captivitate Babylonica, pronoun 
| ced it to be the moft peftilent piece that ever was publifhed. But afterwards, when 


Cuar.. 


nen fervavit, ) he had better confidered, he grew afhamed of that rath cenfure, and protefed that 


) Luther oncly was inthe right ; and all chat held not the famethat he did, were ut- 
terly deceived. Latimer was of the like mind after that he had once heard Bilneys 
gonfeflion. Vergerins after he had read Lutiers books with purpofe to confute 
them. Denckins, and Hetferus, two great Anabaptifts in Germany , retracted 

~) their former falfe doctrines, and repented of thcir licentious and abominable pra- 
&ifes. The former of them, being converted by Occolampadins, grew afhamed of 
his pretended vifions, and died pioufly at Bafile. The later was beheaded at Con- 
fiance for his multiplied adulteries: which firtt he fought to defend by Scripture, 

but afterwards died very penitently, confefling his former filthineffes, giving glory 
to God, and taking fhame tohimfelf. Thefe twowere learned men, well skilled 
in the Hebrew: and had joyned their forces, in tranflating the Prophets into the 


Dutch tongue. But, oh how few fuch as thefe, and of that fort of people hall a 
man 
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man meet with now-adayes? Copp indeed that Arch-R. 7 x 
fer, © Cleri dehoneftamentum, is hid to have newly Re tath a eE 
which I have not yet feen, and therefore cannet tell what to fay to it. On Dr Gay 
with he dealenotas Bernard Rotman that firft Anabaptift, and Iflebius hd 
that firft Antinomian did in Germany : who both of them having .condemned 
their own errours, and recanted them ina publike Auditory, printin ‘thei ie ; 
cation: yet afterwards they relapfed i : E ly yen Seida: 
y y tclapfed into the fame errours, and ftoutly ftoodto Hornd, 
them, ghen Luther was dead, and more Liberty was afforded. So hard a thi peor 
it is ce@Pet poifon out, when once fwallowed down; and having once faid ) Bid 
the devili, though but ina little, to fay him nay again, whena man plesfech o a 
fach a man efpecially quem puduit non fuiffe impudestem, who hath gloried in his Ax uftin, 
hame, and taken pleafure in kis unrighteoufneffe : qui nolnit folita peccare,as Senen 2 s Leri? 
Z wm of fome inhis time, thatis, none ofthe ordinary fort of finners, Dar hath oes 
foug t to out-fin others, as unhappy boyes ftrive who fhall goe furthelt in the 
I will not fay but fuch, by the almighty power of God may be imed i 
made to fee that there is no fruit to be had Pe thofe erronrs and yoe reledan 
of they are now afhamed, fith the end of chofe things ( in the defert of them ) is Rom.6.21,22 
death. Butnow being made free fiom fin, and become fervants to God, the will RRRA 
have very great caufe to be thankfull to God for the cure: fith Jealoufy, Erenf 
and Herefy, are held hardly curable, the leprofy in the head concludes q man arene 
uncleane, and excludes him the camp: Herefy is by the Apoftle compared ae. 
precipice vertex or whitle-poole, that firit turns aman round, and then fucks 
him in: And by others to the Syrens bankes covered with dead mens bones, to mic’?ireae 
Goodwins {ands that {wallow up all fhips that come ncarethem, or to the Harl t SL; 
houfe whence few or none return alive Pro. 7. 26, 27. os i 
Verfe 5. But he fhall fay, 1 am no Prophet | Ovx eu usvaxG@ Lam no Monk: 
no Clerk, I am not book-learned was the ignorant mans, plea in Chryfaftomes 
time, and fo it is ftill to this day; though it ferves nor, his turpe. But here the 
like fpeech is taken up for a better purpotc. Hoc etenimprincipisns off refipilcentia 
faith Calvinhere. Here begins their repentance, viz, ina free acknowledgement 
of their ignorance and utter unfitnelfe for the office they hadufurped. 7 Si ventriben’! 
I ams x0 prophet] (as for felf refpe&s, that my belly might be filled, and my fi lateri. Horat. 
back fitted, I finfully took upon me tobe onc )buc_ Iam an husbandman: and can l 
better hold the plow then handle a text, feed and follow a flock of theep, then feed 
the flock of God (that have golden flecces, precious foules ) taking the overfighe there- 
of, not for filthy lucre, bat of a ready mind. E 
for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth] q. d. Shephardy and husban- 
dty Ihave been ever trained up to, and can better therefore skill of then of 
Preaching, which is certainly Ars artinm ch fcientia Scientiarum, the Art of Arts. 
the fcience of: {ciencesas Onefaid. Whercunto Adelanéthon.addeth that it is the 
mifery of miferies. And ofthe fame minde was his Colleague Luther, when he 
fid, An houfholders pains is great, a Magiftrates greater, but a Minifters greateft ? 
ofall: and afterward added,..tbat ific were lawfull for him to Ieave his calling, 
he could with more eafe and pleafure dig for his living, or do any other hard la- 
bour, then undergo a Paftorall charge. The myftery thereof isnot an idle-mans 
Occupation, an eafie trade, as fome fondly conccit. The f{weat of the brow is 
nothing to that of the ‘brain: befides dangers on every hand for the works n , _. 
fake, and armics of cares that give neither reft nor refpit, but are ready to over- ede : 
whelme aman. This made Lather affirme that a Minifter labours more inada agmen fubinde 
many times then a husbandman doth inamoneth. Let no man therefore,in.taking jirtuens. Hyr, , 
up the miniftery, dreame ofa delicacy : Neither let flow-bellies either invade it. 
or hold it (as popith affes and fome impudent Alaftores now-adayes do )to. pick 
aliving out of it. It wasan honet complaint ofa Popifh writer, we, faith He 
handle the fcriprure tantum ut nos pafcat G veftiat, only that it may feed us and 
doathus. And Cardinal Cajetan not without caufe cryes our, that thofe amongtt ee ceed: 
them that fhould have been the alt of she earth had loft their favour : and were C°™,th Mat:s; 
Por for littleelfe,but looking after the rites and revenues of the Church, Now i 
Or fach as thefe that ferve not the Lord Jefus Chrift, but theie own bellies, that 
"like 


Agricola 


Pers È : 
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< body-lice live upon other mene {we i d mice, do no morekut 

i - on other mens {weat, or like rats and mice, 

ae Degen f{queaking up and down; good is the countell ot the 

A alte Let him that fiole'fteale no more: but rather let him Labour, working with 

ie hands the thing which is good, that he way have togive to him that needeth, Eph. 
n & 


n : ‘live at eafe incloyfters, feeding on the fat and drinking of 

aes : a raho heak cee feed themfelves and not the flock. 0 

Monachi veftri ftomachi. Erafmas truely told the Electour of Saxony ght Lx. 
ther, by medling with the Popes tripple crown, and with the Monk at paun- 
ee ee nd Th ad himfelffo grear ill will amongft them. One of them’brake 
Mee pe Bye eh into thefe angry words: If 1 had Luther here, I would teare ott 
Att. and aii] his throat with my- teeth; and then make no doubt with the fame bloody teeth to. 
eat my maker at the Eucharift. How-much better-were it for fuch falfe prophets 

with quietneffe to work. and eat their ows bread 2 The f- 3. 14. thento drink the 

blood of other men with their lives ( as David {pake in another cafe ) yea with 

a Chatas- their foules which perilh by their infufliciency and See Sete 
habet aures. But the belly hath no cares. Eate flayeth the toolith. : T miai 
difficulter a delicii abftrahimur, guam casts ab #nélo corio: Among ot i ee s 

andlets of the Jews converfion this is not the leaft, that they muft quit their ae 
Spec.Exrsp. tothe Chriftians? And the reafon is, for that in baptifme they renonncet dt- 
a vill, and all his works, part wheyeot (fay the Papifts amongft whom they ive) 
\ arcthe Jews goods,; being gotten cither of themfelves or of their nis isis He 

ufiry. Now thisis fach cold comfort to men oftheir mettall, that they have little 
mind to turn Chriftian. Andas little doubtleife have fuch as with thefe te 
text,‘ have gottheirliving by lying: and through cevetoufneffe with fained wor f 

made marchandife or prize of mens precions foules, tO return to the hard” labour o 
husbandry or any other lawful but, painfull employment. Yet this was done both 
in Wicklifes dayes by'tnany Fryars that felito him, and embraced his opinions: 
and in the reformation by Luther ; many Monkes and Nuns .betook themfelves 
to honeft trades; rénouncing their Popith vowes and orders; yea ae 

‘porteth that at Anjbberongh in Germany, by che powerfull preaching of Dr. Je : 

Speifer Ann: 1§23.fome harlots forfooke a publike ftews, and married to hone 

nylived re great pains-takers. : 

Peon aat fy ASAA What are thefe Wosnds i thine hands? 7 
Hitrome here fuppofeth the falfe Prophet crucified for his falfe doétrine, and 
thereupon thus queftioned. This is better then that of the Popifh Interpreters, 
‘Omadv@ who will needs have it tobe meant of Chrift, and of his wounds on the crofle, ry 

Mac. 27 63: a deceiver of the people. Lucian the Atheift villanoufly tearmeth him ae 
that cozener 19 veviereicty the crucified Cozener. But the Text is clear, thar the. perfon 
Oi ae {poken to, and returning an anfwer, is the falfe-Propher, now a bap ee aes 

‘appearcth by his fruits which he beares quick and thick: being like Aarons 


PEETA peoia daemi 


ithe: ick, i ifhi he is at 
i on changed from a withered. ftick, into a flourifhing tree. Afhamed heisa 
on othie former falfitics: and as in heart, foin habit he is altered: for he will 
a -nolongerweare a rough garment ( the garb of Prophets in:thofe dayes a att 
ed hi -as the ‘Cappuchines and other orders of Friars ( or rather: Lyars:). at this day. 


Mat.3. 4. abrenouncethand abjureth gæafi conceptis verbis his former .profeilion of a Prophet 
‘of chief {peaker amongft others. ©: Ss rakes ; 
i : z fit a Prophet] Bata plain husbandman; or a fhepheard: > that’s all ran m 
‘ly pretendto. -Andlaftly, in thisverfe, having pafled thorough the churches 
{cipline asa feducer, he fhal! doe, as Jofouab advitid Achan, Give glory ta A 
Toft. 7649. Lord my fon, and-confeffe thy fin x he fhall approve of the Churches sia Par 
forhis correction, though he Mould go maimed or matked for ir, to his ve 
-day.’ Tn point of feducement ( faith Mr. Cotton, defcanting upon this ME ee 
man upon conviction fhall fee the wickedneffe of his way, and humble T Tk 
The powring before: God, and give fatisfaction to the Church and State, where a a aa 
outofthe7. convinced ; on fach conviction and repentance we ‘find liberty to pardon, Ce 
Sot yet ftigmatize him. Thus He. “But what reafon had.the Convocation held ar 
‘ford to-fet a brand of ignominy upon the: cheeks of thofe oouanduli areas as 
“came to affift them, becanfe they pleafed them not in the point of:Pric Bee 


viall, 11. 


4. 28. let:him came it before he eateit 2 Tkef. 3. 10. ‘This is hard to perfwade. 


` ple were, when the Rock was finitten and fo fet abroach: and as when God clave 


Cuar. the Prophecie of Zachariah, 


riage, which they def ended ? Or Bithop’ Laud for his Stigmata Landis on renouned 
Mr. Prizne, for his conftancy to che truth? How much better his predeceffours; 
Stephen Langton ( who crucified that Pfendo-Chrift, 


who fhewed marks of wounds 
in his hands, feet and fides, Ano 1206 -) And Odo-Severns ( who burnt King Ed- 
wins Concubine ( whom he moft doted on )in the forehead witha hot iron, and 


baniíhed her into Zreland, Anno 9 34, &c.) 

Verje 7. Awake O Sword againft my Shepheard | A powerful expreffion, con- 
taining a commiflion given out to the fword by way of Apoftrophe. c 

Awake | or, #pas the Septuagint : ap and about, thou that haft long lain lockt up 
in the fcabbard. Thus the fword is of Gods fending; it isbathed in heaven a Ifa. 
34: 5. Ezek, 14.17. Fer. 47. 6,7-] It is he char awakesic, and fetsicon work; he 
commandsit, 47. 9,4. and ordereth it, fer. 50.25. Let this patient us under 
it, asit did Job, Chap. 1.15, 17,21. Among Philofophies , the moft noted fed 
for patience was that of the Stoicks, who afcribed all to deftiny. 

O jword | Francea, which feems to come of coupat «(the Septuagints word here) 
by putting » before p, or G/ idie, which comes 2 cleze trom deftruction: like as the 
Hebrew word Chereb, from defolating and laying waft. Hence the ford is faid to: 
contemn the rod, Ezek, 21. 10,13. that isall lighter and leffer judgements, which 
are but its forerunners , and whereof it feemes to fay, What does this filly rod doe 
here> Willnot-men ftoop? Let me come: He make them cither bend or break; 
either yield, or He have their bloud. 

againft my fhepheard i, e. faith Calvin, again{t Magi(trates and Minifters » Gods 
under{hcpheards and Affociates in feeding the flock, Labourers tocether with hins; 

1 Cor. 3.9. But becaufe Chrift is the great fhepheard, Hcb. 13.20. and the good 
thepheard, Fohi 10. 11. Optimus maximus, that is, Gods fellow-mate, and yet, fuf- 

pending his glorie, became a mav, to feek him out a flock in the wilderneffe : and 
afterwards laid down hisdife for his fheep, John 10. 11. underwent the deadly dint 

of Gods devouring fword put into the hands of thofe mzz of Gods hand, Pfl.17.13. 

who put him to many a little death all his life long, and at length to that curfed and 

cruel death of the croffe : at which time the Shepheard was mitten and ihe fheepfcat- 

rered, as this Text is moft fitly applyed, Matth. 26. 31. therefore I underftand it 

chiefly of Chrift, the chief Shepheard and Bifhop of our foules, who was wounded Efay 53.5; 
for our tranfgreflions, and bruifed for our iniquities, &c. And this not by chance, 

or malice of his enemies only ( though they laid upon him withour mercie, nailin 

him to the crecin the hands and feet, which in all men are the moft fenfible parts 

of the body ( asbeing fulleft of nerves and finews ) but in him much more 
of the fineft temperature and moft exquifite fenfe ) but by the determinat 
of God, as St. Peter fhewes thofe Kill-Chrifts, Ais2. 23, 
Scriptures, that went before of him, and foretold all his paffion, ever to the cafting 

of the dice upon his cloaches, Pfal. 22,and Zfai. 53 by the reading of which lively 
defcription of Chrifts fufferingsin that Chapter, Fohdnnes Ifaac a Jew confeffeth Hoc ego inge- 
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God anointed and appointed him to that Office, putting a charge into his hands, ida f p 


1 5 t length return Chrilajme ads 
them up again to his heavenly Father, without loffe of any one. He is alfo duxiffe, 


called the Man by an excellency, that matchleffe man the chic of ten thoufand: as 
his mother is cailed hagnalma that famous Virgin, whom all generations are bound 


Sire the fhepheard ] that that bleffed Fountcin of his Bloud ( mentioned verfe I} 
» as the peo- 


a hollow place in the jaw-bone of the Affe, fo that there came water thereoùt , 
Sampfon drank and was revived: And as when the Alabafter-box of ointment 
was broke, all the houfe was filled with a fweet favour. 
Arc the theep {hall be {catered || {catered and {catered ; fhifting for themfelves, 
and leaving Chrift to the mercy of his enemies, who feized upon him, as fo many: 
aes dd 


D Carrion- 


Judg tsr; i 


he: nnd mates oa snlse ca gt reeds & gee 
Saat an eae tie pyar 


isan ak hice saath dong 
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590 : eAn expofition on Curar.. 
Eee ea 
Carrion Kites upon a filly Dove. Thomas ( whoonce faid come, let us godye with 
- him ) difappeares and is loft : Peter followes aloof off, but better he had heen far- 
ther off. John (if at leaft it were he) flies away ftark naked for haft: Iudas 
comes nearer to him, but to betray him witha kiffe. But zs this thy kindueffe_to thy 
friend 2 Chrifthad indented with the enemieaforehand for their fecuritie, Foh.18. 
8. fo thar they needed not have retreated fo diforderly, and {cattered as they did. 
But the fear of maz bricgeib afnare. Howbeit mans badneffe cannot break off the 
Prov.29-25- — conrfe of Chrifts goodneffe. For though they thus unworthily for/ake him, and 
leave him at the worft (as they fay ) yet Z will turn my hand, faith he, uponehe little 
ones, i. €. I will recollect my difperfed flock ( how little foever either for number, or 
refpect in the world) and bring back my banifhed. So foon doth it repent the 
Mirh.7. 18. good Lord concerning his fervants. Le remembreth nor iniquity for ever, taith the 
Pfal136 23. Propher, becatife mercy pleafeth him : and again, Heremembreth ns in our low eftates: 
fo: his mercy endureth for ever. He looked back upon Perer when his mouth was 
now big fwoln with oathes and execrations, and fer him a weeping bitterly. He 
called for Thomas after his refurre@tion,and confirmed his weak faith by a wonder- 
ful! condefcention. He fealed up his love to them all again, reftoring them to their 
minifteviall imployment : and not fo much as once upbraiding them with their bafe 
dereliction, but only with their unbelicf. Lyra and others fence the Text thus: 7 
wil turn my band upon the little ones, chat is, I will fo fmite the Shepheard Chrift, 
that not only the theep fhall be feattered, but the little lambs alfo, even the feaft 
and loweft Chriftians fhail have their fhare of fufferings, fhall fee! the weight of my 
hand, fhall pledge the Lord Chrift in that cup of afflictions that I have put into his 
hand ; fhal! be conformed to the Image of Gods Son, as his co-fufferers, that he 
may be the firft born among many brethren, Rym-.8.29. And this was fulfilled in 
the perfecutions that followed foon after our Saviours death. Ecclefia heres crucis 
faith Luther : and Perfecutio eft Evangelij genius, faith yin. Perfecution is the 
black Angel that dogges the Church, the red horfe that follows the white at the 
heels, All the comfort is, that Gods holy hand hath a fpeciali ftroke in all thofe 
afflictions that are laid upon his faithfull people, / will turn mine hand,Gc. 

Verfe 8. Twoparts therein (hall be cur of and die q. d. they (hall, they (hall, how 
ftrange or incredible foever this fad tidings feem to you : it fhall be even fo, take 
my word for it. Behold the feverity of God, Rom.11.22. In the Greek jt is the 
‘Refection or Cutting off, as a Chirurgion cutteth off proud and dead fieth. The 

sorely. Juft Lord is in the middest thereof: he will not do iniquit Y, Ĉc- Zeph. 3.5.° Fiat in- 
Stitia, ruat cælum may feem to be his Motto. In point of juftice he ftands not upon 
multitudes, Pfal.9.17. Itisall one to him whether againft a Nation or aguinfk a 
man only, Job 34.29. National fins bring national plagues : heinous finnes, heavy 
punifhments. Inthe univerfal deluge God fwept away all: as if he had blotted 
out that part ofhistitle, The Lord, the Lord, gracions, merciful, &c. and had taken 
up that of Attilas, Ordzs flagellum, The worlds fcourge , Sodoms finnes were multi- 
plyed above meafure: therefore God took them away as be faw good, Ezek, 16. 
avesnqyrar, 42 SOuid hath thrown them ont, as St. Jude speaketh, for an example, fuffering the 
Jude 7. venge.mnce of eternal fire. Herodotus a Heathen Hiftorian faith the very fame of the 
deftruction of Troy, viz. that the ruines and rubbith thereofare fet forth for an ex- 
auple ofthat noted Rule, that God greatly punitheth great offences, and that hainous 


ere, 


finnes bring hideous plagues. Here we have two parts of three cut offin the land - 


of Judea: asic fell out at the laft deftru&ion thereof by the Romans: at which 
time more then a million of men perifhed, fee Matth. 24.21. withthe Note. And 
what think we fhall become of Babylonthe great ? Her finnes reach up to heaven, 
whereunto they are even glewed and faftened as the word fignifies, Rev, 18. 5- 
txcaniSnouy. therefore fhe fhall be brought down to hell with Capernaum ( for flagitium © flagel- 
lum ficu: acns © filum ) therefore fhall her plagues come in one day (to confute their 
fond conceit ofan eternal Empire ) death, and mourning, and famine, and fhe fhall be 
utterly overthrown with fire : for ftrongisihe Lord God who jadgeth her, full able to ef- 
Rev.18.18; fect it, feem it to Babels brats never fo improbable, or impofible. łe was never 
befiesed fince it became Papal, but it was taken - whereas before, ic was held in- 
vineilie. Sinne that yeth at the bottom, will eafily undermine and overturn the 


walis, though never fo ftrgng built: as the voice from heaven told Phocas peel 
f therer. 


~ 
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therer. The bloud ofthat innocent Lamb of God lyes heavy upon the whole Na- 77 
tion ofthe Jews to this day. Their lait devaftation and pretent difmal difperfion 
is fuch, as that one of their own Rabines concludes from thence, that their Mefiah 
muft needs be come -and they muit needs fuffer to much for killing him. 

but ihe third jhallbe left therein | A holy remnant kept fora referve. Good huf- 
bands catt nor all their corn into the oven, but keep fome for feed. Ber yet iz at Eae tak 
deall be a tenth, faith another Prophet : there fhall berr» or three berries iz the tap ElL19.6, 
of 2 tree, four or five in the ostzzoft branches. Gods Ele are fo very feiw, that the 
world hall wonder; Ef:y 8.18. and even hoot to fee Chrifts fock fo very lirle, little, 
as our Saviour fpeakes, Zeke 12. 22. as Ifrael ftood like two little flocks of kids, 
when the Syrians filled the countrey. There were but a few zames ia Sardis: and 
many bad in the beft Churches: as at Philippi, Chap.3.18. Chrift wondered at one 
good Nuh. aacl, as rara cvis in terris : and when he comes; (hil he Ged Frith è How 
many (think you ) thallbe faved in this City > faith ¢ heifaitom in his fourth fermon 
to the people at Antioch. It will be a hard fpecch to you , but] will fpeak it : 
Though there be fo many thoufands, yet there cannot be found an hundred, that 
fhall be faved. And I doubt ofthem too, &c. And again in his third Sermon 
upon the Acts, he breaks out into this tpecch, Now arbitror izter facevdores, nislias 
elle qui [tivi fist, Ido not think that there are many, nonotamong the Miniltery, 
that'can be faved , fith many are called, but few are chofen: like as all the people 
werecalled together by Samuel, but Saul only was chofen king. Only the culled 
according to p~pofe are cle@ed, and fhall be glorified , Row. 8.28, 29. Chrift at 
laft day will do as Jofhuah did to find out who had ftolen the Babylonith garment : 
there were many brought together, and all to finde out one. So, all fhall then 
appeare : out of them a fmall number deducted, that have heard of Chrit. Out Jofh 
ofthem,thofe that have profeffed him, and out of chem, thofe that have profeffed ‘a 
him,in fincerity,and thefe will be Mape mifpar a {roll few indeedsHence they are cal- h 


IRE. 20.27. 


old in a wide 
the lumber : rangers that are nothing fo many as home-dwellers: fons of Godyand of field : as a gar- 
the bloud royal ; and of fuch there are but a few to common fubjects. Rari guippe bo af. a wild 
vi, faith the Poet. And Panci fent qui Philofophanrurfaith Ulpian the Lawyer3&c. Juvenal. P. de 


Verfe 9, Aid Iwill briag the third part through the five | Few they were, but exculp. 


: : j h 
led pearls,which are but few to the number of pibbles: Jewels which are but little to div aiid 


not faultleffe: they muft therefore rhorow the fire, that there they may feave their 
dreggs and droffebchind them. For Quod ignis cft anro, lima ferro, ventilabrens 
tritico, lixivinm ptiuo fal cani hoc tribulatio eft viro 'nfto, faith Corn. a Lapide upoh , 

this Text : that is, what the fire is to the gold, the file to iron, the fanne to wheat, 

the fope to clothes, the falt to flefh, that is tribulation fancified toa righteous 

man. God is faid to have his fire in Zion, and his furnace in Jeruf lent, Efay 31.0 

to carry his thorow fire and thorow water, Pfal. 66.12. from above to fend fire into 

their bones, Lam. 1. 13. to put them to the fiery tryall, 1 Per. 4.12. yea he him- 
{elf isa Refiners fire unto them, and Fullers fope, AL:/. 3. 2. ( fee the Nore there. 

He knowes them to be right gold, which will erdure the feventh fire ( Alchymy 

gold will not fo ) and therefore he puts them tot : that the zvyall of their faith being 

much more precrons then tht of gold that perifheth, though tryed ia the fireymay be 
found to praife, and hoxzour, vad glory, 1 Pet. 1.7. himfelf, mean-while, goeth with 

them into the fire and pullech them out as brand, Zech. 3. Non fic mpi}, not fo Pali. 
theungodly. True it is, the tryall of their works‘alfo fhall be by fire, 1 (or.2. 13, 
and they thal! give an account one day with all the world on a light flame about j 
their ears, 2 Per. 3. 12. Then fhall they find, that the law they are judged by isa 
fiery law, the tribunall is of fire, Ezek, 1. 27. the Judge a confuming fire , Zeb.12. 
28. his attendants Seraphims, that is, flaming creatures, Feb. 1. 7. his pleading with 
finners in fire of Aame,2 Theff-1.7. the place of punifhment a Lakcof fire fed with a 
river of brimftone, Ju. 30.33. a formidable fire it is, fed with tormenting témper. 
and kindled by Gods own breath inftead of bellows. Bellarmzine is of opinion, that 
one glimpfe of this fearful fire were enough to make a man not only turn Chriftian 
and fober, but Anchoret and Monk, and to live after the ftri&eft order that can be. 
Pope Clement the fifth,upon the death of a Nephew of his and one of his Cata- 
Mites, fent his Chaplaine to a Conjurer , to enquire how it fared with him in the Ž ee 
Other world. The Conjurer fhewed him to the Chaplaine Ivingin a bed of fire)” "15" 
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in hell; This news fo affected the wretched Pope, that he never held up his head, 
put ( Neabad-like ) died within a few dayes after it. But oh what a dreadfull fhreek 
gave his guilty foul, to fee it felf lanching into an infinite Ocean of fcalding lead, 
and tothink that it muft {wim naked therein for ever. 
and will vefize them, as filver ts refined ] This is all the hurt he doth them by 
the fire ; he hides pride from them, fob 33.19, &e. and divides betwixt the finne 
which he hates, and the fonnewhom he loves. For by this the iniquity of facob fhail 
be purged + and this is ail the fruit, the raking away of their finne: which they may 
very well fpare, and never hurt themfelves, Surely, as one poifon is antidorary to 
another : fo is aHiction to finne: when fandified, itisno mere penall, but medi- 
cinall; nora curfe, but a cure. As oil of {corpions is good againft the biting of 
feorpions. As the wine wherein a viper hath been drowned cureth a leprofie. As 
the juyce of hemlock (a deadly plant ) heals hot corroding ulcers, and aflwageth 
the irdammation of the eyes: Or, as Rhubarb, though full of choler, doth migh- 
rily purge choler, Afofes neglected to circumcife his child ( as we do our hearts, 
itis fuch a bloody work ) till Ged met him and wouid have killed him. David 
could never fee che benefit of aflicicn, till God by thofe fharp waters had clea- 
red uphis eye-fight. Gr hea’s leprofie cured him’: his white forehead made him 
nave a whicer foul. Surely, as the fiaing-pot ss fur filver, and the furuace for gold, 
fy is tHIGion to the Gul. Corrections of inftruction, are the way of life, Pre.6.23. 
But be that vefufeth correction-defpifeth his ove [onl Prong 32- _Winds and thunder 
clear the air (whereof they are the becfoms, faith Rupertus } fo do crofles the foul. 
pir the outward man decay, the inward is thereby renewed: and the winter of the 
one, isthe {pring of the other. As the viper when he is lahed, cafteth up his poy- 
fon: fodoth the good foul when aitlicted, purge it felt from all filth of fica and 
{pirit, ftriving to perfect holineffe in the fear of God. Theic Jews after they had 
been in the Babylonifh furnace for idolatry, hated and feared that finne as much 
as the burnt child dreads the fire. They would die any death rather then admit an 
idoll. Pofephxs cells how ftoutly they oppofed Pilare, and Petronis, that would 
would have fet up Cefars itatue in their Temples offering their throats to the fwords 
of the fouldicrs, rather then they would endure chat idollin Gods houfe. What 
God is now doing with them, and for them, in this longtime of their fad defola- 
tion and difpertion, who cantef!? There are that think, that after much purging 
and proving, as here, God will gather a Church of them to himlelf: according to 


X 


that which followerh ; They foil call upon my aame, and I will hear them, 1 wil 


jay, it is my people, &c. And that upon their profeflion of Chrift, fhall come the fo- . 


ret time of afi@tion chat ever was, chep. 14.1, 2. when Gog and Magog with all 
his troops, and armies fhall compaffe the beloved city, Rev. 20. 8, 9. But the 
Jews fhall get a glorious Conquet: for God himfelf from heaven will miracu- 
loufly fight for them, verfe 3, 4, 5. together with all the holy Angels, the mini- 
fters of his judgements, ver/e 5. Sure itis, that the Turks fear tome fuch thing as 
this: and therefoge they cannot abide that any Jew amonglt chem fhould turne 
Chriftian. Inthe yeer 1528. a certain Jew dwelling in Conftantinople became a 
good Chriftian, and was baptized : which the Furks underitanding were vehement- 
ly exafperated againft him for it ; fearing left his converfion fhould prove preju- 
| dicati to their Mahometan religion, and therefore they apprehended and cruelly 

murthered him. . , l 
and try them as gold is tried | wiz. that when I have tried them, they may come 
forth as gold, Job 33. 10. Hence Gods people fall into manifold temptations, jam. 
1.2. they fall, they go not into them ftep by ftep, bur are precipitated, plunged in- 
to them: and not into one of them, ora few, but into manifold temptations, Ot 
trials: yea fiery trials, fo aħi&tionsare called, becaufe thereby God proves what 
isin his people, Dent, 8.16. Rev.2. 10. Not to better his own knowledge of chem 
neither ; for he knows all things, and is istimo nofiro iutimior nobis, Job. 2. 25. Ait. 
1.24. Heb. 4.12. Artificers perfedtly know the nature and properties of their 
own works, and fhallnot God fee, P/ač 94-9, 10. But rentat nt [eiat boc eft at feire 
nos faciat, hetriethus. 1. That he may make difcoveries of himfelf unto us, etpe- 
cially of his power and goodneffe: and fo get hima name, as L/ay 63. 11, 12,13. 
2 Cor. 12.9. Elias would have water poured upen the facrifices, yea the eo 
, covere 


Curap.13. - 
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covered therewith, that Gods power might the more appear, in confumingit with 


fire from heaven, and the people thereupon might cry, Jehovah he ss God, Iebovah 1 


he is God: think the fame here. 2. That he may make difcoveries of ustoour 
felves, and to others ; who are apt to misjudge and undervalue us: as not onely 
Satan did, fob chap. 1.9. buteven Eliks, allo (though otherwifea good man, 
and the beft of his friends ) chap. 34. 36. But when they fee our holy carriage 
under the croffe, they can fay of us as that Centurion did of our Saviour, Luke 23. 
Verily this was the Son of God: andasone Calocerins in the Church-hiftory, when 
he faw the piety and conftancy of the Martyrs, he cryed out , Vert magnus eff Deus 
Chriffianorum, The Chriftians God isa great God indeed. But as by affliGions 
we are made known to others, foto our felves much more. Weare apt either to 
over-value, or elfe to under-value our felves, till put co the triall: as is to be feen 
in the hiftory of Saunders and Pend/cron. Hard weather tries what health ; wind 


and formes what fap: withered leaves foon fall off. Rotten boughes with heavy ~ 
den veffelis, fer empty tothe fire, foon break and .- 


weights quickly break. Wood 


leak; not fo veiiells of gold and filver. The beft divination what men are is at the 
parting-way, as Ezek. 21.21. When the fire comes to green wood, it will ap- 
pear what’s within: when the pond is empty, what’s in the bottom. It is not 
known what corn will yeeld, tilf it come tothe flail: nor what grapes, tillitcome , 
tothe preffe. Grace ıs like the ftone Chryfolampus, quem lux celat prodit obfzurnm, _ 
which fhine brightelt in the dark, The skill of a Pilot is unknown but ina tempeft: 
the valour of a Captain, butin a battle: che faichfulneffeof a wife, butin an af- 
fault. The wicked tried are found to be but reprobate filver: or at beft, but Al- 
chymy-gold, that endureth noc the feventh fire, They are Auglis as Crocodiles, 
Chameleons, Bats, Spunges, &c. They murmure when tried, as P/a. 78. 40, 41. 
Orcurfe, as Adicah’s mother, Iudg.17, Or fret, and howl upward, as Wolves 
when hunge-rbit, E/ay 8.21. Or faint in the day of affliction, as Seal, who lay 
upon the ground like a beaft, 1 Sam. 28.20. Or Nabal, who lay in his bed likea « 
block. Or defert God and his caufe, as thofe Renegado’s, Daa.11. 32. and thofe 
inthe Palatinate, who fell to Popery as fait as leaves fall off che trees in Autumne. 
Many titular Chriftians amongft us,were, in times of peace,but as wolvesina cage, 
but as lions tamed by are : they wanted nothing but liberty and opportunity to thew 
their wolvith and worrying natures, which now thefe late fhedding and difcrirhi- 
nating times have fufficiently difcovered. Have all thefe workers of iniquity no 
knowledge, who eatup Gods people as they eat bread, and call not upon God ? 


King. 18.39 


Solinus, 


They ball call upon my name, and I will bear them. No time for hearing of Pfal.14.4 


sprayers and obtaining of fuits like that of affi@tion. Thofe are moliffima fandi 


Tempora, the time ot affifttion is the very time of fupplication: then our hearts 
are Jargeft, chen Gods ear is openeft. Then the faints may have any ching for 
asking, Pjal. 50.15. and ot.15. Thus Lot had Zoar at his requeft, Dewt.29.23. 
Parl had all the fouls in the fhip given him, Aĉ. 27. Jacob greatly fearing to be 
bereft of his Bexjinsin prayed, God give you bowels of mercy befere the man, Gen. 
43-14. He prayed it, and hehad it, ver, 30, For Jofeph made haft : for his bowels 
did yern upon his brother, &c, God referves his beft comforts for the worft times: 
asthe feaft-maker kept his beft wine till the laft, /ob.2. asthe mother brings forth her 
conferves and cordials, when the child jis at fickeft, Ifrael was never fo royally , 
provided for, asin the wilderneffe. J will bring her into the wildernef[e and {peak, 
to her heart, Hof.2. 13+ Asa bone once broken is ftronger after fecting: and as 
lovers are never greater friends then after a falling out : fo is ic betwixt God and 
his people. Affiction exciteth devotion,-as the bellows doth the fire, and excited 
devotion prevaileth much, Jam. 5.16. 

_ 1 will fay , It ts my people and they fhall fay, The Lord is my God | by a gra- 
cious complyance they fhall with higheft cftimations, moft vigorous affections 
and atmolt endeavours beftow themilelves upon that God that hath fo farr owned 
and honoured thein as toft rike a covenant with them : the fruits whereof are {#re 
mercies, compaffions that faile not, ali the bleffingsof this anda better life. A co- 
venant is the collection of many promifes; asa conftellation is the collection of - 
Many ftarrs: and though it be ( in fumm ) but one promife, 7 will be thy God, yet 
itis fuch an one as comprehends all: and is thercfore fifteen times, at leaft, men- 
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a | moment: Let him give her fay I, that of Martial for her M otto, 


h. 
tioned in fcripture. Itis the fubfance of the Covenant of grace, faith Puaius : eee) 
` zhe foule of it,faith Parezs: the head or topofit, faith Adufculus: Dems meus œ a 2 
omnia, laith Lather, Ged is mine, all’s therefore mine. Butthen, as God muft y By 
, be our All-tufficient, fo we muft be his A/tcgether : and when he cryes Out, Who ws 
on my fide, Who? Oise pall fay I am the Lords: and another foall call himfelf by the 
dame of lacob: and another fhall {ubferibe with his hand tothe Lord, and (urname 


{n me omnis terraquse, avinmaue, marifaue rapina cft. 


and the city hall be taken) Now tamen ad exitium, fed ad exercitium, I haye 
forfaken miuchonfe: Ihave left mine heritage ( faith the Lord Jer: 12. 


himfelf by the name of Ifracl Efay 44. 5. Oit is ableffed figne that God hath cho- I bave given the dearcly beloved ofmy fouleinto the hand of her enemies. ae 
fenns fi:ft 1 Iob. 4. 19. when we chufe God as Pfal. 73. 2 5- fincerely avouch- which times there is ufually,as at Athens when taken by Sylla dveatis czayh a bloo- 
ing him for our God. Sincerity (or Evangelical perfection ) is the only abfo- dy butchery. 
lute condition of the Covenant of grace Gen. 17, 1. God and the Saints havé ever and the boxfes rifled’) As at the fack of Conftantinople by the Turks: where the 
judged otmen by this : Judge me, O Lord, according to mise integrity, faith Da- fouldicrs are faid to have divided money among themfelyes by whole hat- fuls : 
wie, The promifes are made to it P/al. 11 9. 1. Mat. 5. 8. Gods eye is uponit and were therewith fo enriched,that *tisa proverb amongft themat this day, ifany 
asin David the man after Gods own heart. He bleffeth the little that fuch have, 1 grow fuddenly rich,to fay,he hath been at the facking of Conftantinople. The Em- Tark, bifl.347 
asin Nuthasacl, Cornelis, the Eunuch. He paffeth by their infirmities, as in perour had in vaine many times with teares requefted to have borrowed money of i l 
` Afa a King. 15. 14. andaccepteth their fervices neverthelefic. as 2 Chron. 30. ‘ his covetons fubjects, to have been employed in the defence of the city; buctthey |. 
19, 20. would {till {Weare that they had it not: as men grown poor for want of trade, il 34% 
Which in few dayes after, their enemies found in fach abundance, that they won- 
dred at their wealth, and derided their folly, that poffeffing fo much they would 
Be ha a eee beftow fo little in the defence of themfelves and their countrey. 
CHAD. XIV. asd the women ravifoed | Thete are the common calamitics of wir: in the 
inthe lawleffe violence whereof thofe three commandements, Thos balt not kill, 
Ferjer. Ebold the day of the Lord commeth]) Jerufalem had her day, and knew Thou foalt net commit adultery, Thon foalt nor freale: as they are ranked together 
itnot Like 19. 42.( Jerufalem was not Persfalem: the vifion of peace, inthe law, fo thcy areufually violated together, Hence l/a. 13. 16. Their chil- 
faw notthe things that de/one’d to ber peace ) God therefore willihave his day of arenalfo phil be defoed to preces before their eyes, their honfes hall be fpoiled, and 
vengesnce, asfhe had ot vifitation, He hath his feafon, his harvelt for judgment their wives ravihed. _ The Irifh rebels bound the husband tothe bed-poft, whiles 
Mat. 13. 30. and when wickedneileis ripe inthe field, he will fuffer itto grow they abufed his wife before his face. In the time of K. Edward the third, the 
no longer, left ic fhedand fpread : butcuts it up by a juit and {eafonable .ven- French fouldiers at Winchel/ey in Suffex took their lutfall turns upon a beautifull Donec mulier 
geance. Shefe Jews were by their own confeffion the children of them which had woman in the Church, andat the time of divine fervice, untill they had turned her farteats go 
A& 223. killed the Prophets: and, by killing the Lord Chrift with wicked hands, they out of the world, as a learned man phrafeth it. Walling. e 
had filled up the meafure of their tathers Mast. 23- 31, 32. what could therefore and half of tke city foall go forth into captivity, Axevill, aa onely evill, vhreate- 
the Lord do leffc to a nation fo incorrigibly flagitious, then bring wrath upon them ned Dew:, 28. and fulfilied to the utmoft upon this nation, fo fhamelefly, fo law- 
totheutmoft 1 Thef. 2. 16? then fend torch his armics and deftroy thofe murthe~ lefly wicked, as can hardly be peered or parallelied. Ihave noted before, that this 
„n rers, and burn up their cities? When God did this execution here mentioned, is their laft captivity and difperfion is fuch, as that one of their own Rabbines conclu- 
D eanye hard tofay: Whether by Antiochus Epiphanes ( or rather E pimanes, as fome truly deth from thence,that their Mefliah muft needs be come,and they muft necds fuffer 
A&.26.11, called him, for that being exceedingly mad againft the Jews, he perfecuted the Church fo much for killing him. They ule to fay tharthere is ftill an ounce of the golden 
Gal. 1.13. of God and wafted it ) Or by the Roman fpojiers at that laft devaftation under the cali in all their publike calamities. There is another thing lieth more heavily up- 
command of Tits. Or by Cofrocs the Perfian, and Hemar the Arabian, who on them to this day, were they butfenfible of it. Let us be fending up, and figh- 
ducceffively harafed and rafed Jerufalem, rifling the houfts, ravifhing the women, ing out for them that of the Pfalmilt, O that the falvation of Ifrael were come out of 
Filling whom they pleafed, and making the reft pay deare for the very heads they Zien | when the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob ball rejoyce, 
wore: which fervitude lafted till Godfrey of Bullia fet them at liberty : fo the and Yrael fhallbe glad. Vja. 14.7. 
Gl-ffe here fenfeth ie. Or laftly by Gog and Magog, that is, by the grcat Turk and the refidue of the people [hatl not be cut off from the city] A remnant fhall be 
1 ( For Magog is the Scythian nation from whom came the Turks, Lords of Me- referved as it were for royallufe: whethera¢iird pare as chap. 13, 8.oran half, 
foecand Tubal, that is, of Cappadocia and Iberia where they firft began to raigne ) as here, ’tisnot much materiall: ix zumeris non oft anxie laborandum, faith Calvin 
as isbefore hinted; [takenotupon me to determine, The moft underftand it here; forthe dire number, itis neither here nor there as we fay. God hall 
ofthe laft overthrow ot the Romans. The Spirit might have an eye to the Anti- referve unto himfelfa fer and fele& number. He who comforteth thofe that 
e chriftian perfecutions of the Orthodox Profeffous of the Romifh Edomites. ae caft down, {peaketh this to his, for encouragement. The Church may be : 
and the {poile fall be divided in the middeft of thee | Freely and fearelefly, none fhaken, not fhivered : perfecuted, butnot forfaken: caft down, but nor deftroyed 
rifing up to make them afraid, the vanquifhed fhall be fo difabled and dilpirited. 2Cor. 4.9, 
Thus the filly doves are glad to fave themfelves by flight, not fight; fometimes Verfe 3, Then foall the Lord Lo forth, and fight againft thofe nations| Some 
they fit in ther deve-ccats, and feetheir nefs deftroyed, and yong ones killed,not teadit, Among thofe nations: He fhall be the Archiftrategus, the Commander 3 
daring ence to refeue or revenge, Inchicfofthcle Armies, which he hath brought together againft Icrufalem, to 
` Kerfe 2, For 1 will gather all nations] The Romans that ftiled and held them- revenge upon her the quarrel ofhis Covenant. But I like the other way better: 
felves Lords ofall nations, and who had levied amighty army out of all nations becaute itis purpoicly fpoken for the comfort of Saints in evill times. When | 
to fight acainft Terufalem. See fofeph. lib. 3. belli Ind. chap. 1. and3. OrGog therefore there is dignus vindice nodus, G periculum par animo Alexandri, ashe : 
and AZagcg with all his armies and aflociates Exe - 37+ 4) 5, 6. fhall compafie was wont to fay, whenitistime for God to arife, that his enemies may be featte- , 
the beloved city Rew.20.8, 9. See Verte r. with the Note. Would any man take red, and thofe that hate him, fly before him ; he will arife and have mercy upon 
Tia: the Churches piure? then let him, faith Luther, painta filly poor maid fitting Zion: he will awake.as in the dayesofold: he will come forth from his holy 
: ina wocd or Wwilderneffe, and compaffed about with bungry lions, wolves, boares Place to che reteue of his praying people, There brake he the arrowes of the bow, 
and beares &c. and in the middeft ofa great many furious men affaulting her every the biel, and she fwor 


moment: 


d, and the batecl, Selah. There he appeared mae PRLS 35 4. 
an 


Cuar.14, 


i there he will: for 
Texcellent then the mountaines of prey. There he did, and A 
pin sete eS fred Gat Ba Bat at 
this isac : : which after he ha “aoe 
q waa wish thm, a with tard wich Her ve es whch 
3 Wai ; is enemies, ferved for l oe 
pee a j abate ae od pe ot hurtleffe beafts, it turned into his own 
e began to A 
ith hi e, Ey 
bowels. : battel| with his own bare hand as it were, 2 
eres se te Seo ate br Bios A he did for Ifrael at the red nie ~ re 
52. 10. and H Ss exc. and as he fhaildo at thar laft great mn : re eTA 
anaia Adee Rev. 20. 8, 9, 10. ie is ack Chap mee ences 
chrilt and hi A i ies fhall be fcattered : A 
ly and his enemies à , f 
i ene had Ge (for defence ) he draw cut mhe dpat pa a d 
i _ hold of thie of offence ) and appear as a man of warr P ’ 5: ee 
£ Targ Nie of warrs ( fo the Chaldee there hath it ) be wi H s g Ab 
en i he will burn them together Efay 27. 4. andin the fame p 
AR 2 k : o> 
Olives: that is, 
23. 7. 7 in that day upon the mont of 4 : 
cre Ae t hall fand int ; : ly appear 
be al pc fo bis power for dec o i people, weil id iy appa 
idbcheld the fight from the top of a: Sane a hr, to 
TEA high, an ftand oeng ip g ae sos God 
i fend out orders. rom this M hoe 
Miss Spa n aac removes, from Ternfalem Bee tee RN f 
G oa he ie Hamifcha the mount of Unction was (ewe baving ict up 
a lira Roubi of Corruption 2 King. 23. 13? the boid ae PERAE 
their dcl in ths mount Ol, even ine figh of rhe Lorda fo thar keneve 
&uary, buthe behe at vi i he 
looked a w ae our Lard Chrift afcended into heaven, Aé. none ee d 
this moe ded by the Jews: there thercfore it is prophecied F Fes zs 
aca ehem by the Romans, fay fome, ont of Pofep. de Bello j" Da etar 
agan hat when thefe things fhould come to paflethe Jews mig a TE E EDEA 
urter deliruđtion ma a a Todi be ie power and the 
se : and what at that time fh c : - 
a of enem cunt them, Web. 2.and 3. and yet m 7 n eas 
ra I chis Others (more probably) held chat here is pei an (ay ihe 
full iene of God for the relief of his people, as fhall SERRAT i S a0 Sem 
Pe red atthe promulgation of the law, when the Poe Ree fes (uid, I 
a the little bills like lambs: {o terrible alfo was the fig! ablance ( faid an holy 
Les ees 3 dingly fear and quake. 1 alfo {ee and tremble at the ciem 2 CY 
Heb- 12-21- oxece ing a that giving of the law, and the requiring of it ot r a che cih 
ae Mace Sinaionly was ona flame: all the world fhall | e f i: ae 
; othe O e, Mofes( thatclimbed up that hill, andalone {aw it ) PY T iniller to 
aoi j ET, of his Saints. Inthe other, thouland thoufands na ine refer 
hin na ten thoufand thoufands fhall ftand before him. S and «lithe 
thar obleure page in the "the day of jadgemene Chait ihalldefceedwitball his 
. è that at the jay OF Judgeme ie here 
raed ie a Olive: wis hangs over the valley of Ichofha en ppd 
Tene "plead with all nations, for his people, and for his nee ee ae mount 
the tayé {cattered, and parted their land Joe/, 3. 2. a e e 
Olivet fhallthen be fhaken with avery great earthquake : ae valley of Schofa- 
in the middeft, and leave avery great bao ; Š a ee s k decd by Chrift. 
i cable to receive thofe tha are to Se ] ieas RO: 
Per L a 5 A 7 Coffa à Lapide,who alfo citeth for his ope oe a 
ae Confit. Ap. cap. 33. {peaking thus, Azons ipfe abides 
Hiema de in guatuor partes diffedtus longiffime difugiel, = to the glory of 
the trum totins orbs affiftat. i, e. Mount Olivet fhall give P hall flie far afunder, 
Chrift when he commeth; and being cleft into foure parts, it 


; ibunall of she 
to the end that the theatre of the whole world may ftand before the tribu fodge. 


John 18, 
Mat, 26.30. 


Judge. Thus He. and furely the 


the explication by the evene | thent 
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tain ye fhall flee (as many of youas are 4 
Lay 47+ 4+) and repair to Pella, a place 
fome perturbation of fpirit ( though caufe 


out; and che like fhall be 
collected themfelves , till 
nigh. ’ 

Aad ye fell flee } fe. with utmoft k 


G 


terribles,as the Philofopher calleth it, N 


like 2s ye fled fron: before the earth; 
as that at Plesresin ‘Rhetia, Anno 16 
red with. with a mountaine, wl 
people. 

tithe dayes of Uzesith hing of Fada 
inftant time whea Uaz 


ave relation tothe laft Day. 


out the whole city ) thorow the 
mount: whereby the city was preatly preffe 


all che very Elect alfo at the laft day 
they remember that now their r 


lich with its moft {wife moti 


J Whether this earth 
sah offered incenfe, and was tl 
(asthe lewith Doctors afirm ) j have 


Cuar.4. the Prophecie of Zachariah, 


— 


following verfes, 6, 7, 8, & 


is better and more iuret 
ogive it without an 


adeby God( ve-fe 
gaint the Jews and, by 
-edron or the town-ditch 2a 


zrl that is fe przed; 
of reft provided for you, 
leffe ) asin common calami 


aftand frightj death being that 

atures flaughterman He 
tke | which might be as 
18. Aug. 25.the whole rt 


dmt.  Jofephus relateth, that a mountain towards the W 


eft cleft in funder and 
removed from its proper place the fpace of four furlongs, or half a mile: and far- 


ther it had proceeded had not a great 


Cxmdex reporteth the like hereunto to have fallen outin Her 
Cal, Merit} £2. about fix of the clock in the evening 


with a huge noife, and afcending into 


flocks of cattle, fheep-coates, walked about from Satu 
overturned a certain Chappell that ftood in Its way, 


Philofoghers call Brafzzatrs. 
andthe Lord my God {hall com: }qed 
ts the promaife of his coming ? My God w 


with his mouth, he will, he will, Hub.tc.2 -3- There isan Emphafis in the word Aly 


S, 38 Ai iflorle faith of a fer- 


(q-d. The God whofe 1 am 
vant ) and another in the foli 
and all the faints with thee} The Pro 


49.18. and our bleffed Saviour 
25,26. See the Note on both places. 

Perfe6. And it [hall come 10 
ftruction of Antichrift thall th 


into its glory : where, without any viciffitude or v 


calamity and Profperity, of knowledge and ignorance, it fhall en 
by the fight of God, Zfui.16.19,20. Rev.21 -23.and 


then ere&. There fhall be no darkneffe,but perpetual! light. 
( variable and uncertain wea- 
y and night : for iz the ‘evening 

fay, it thall be alwaies 


» Yea Baws txeire wholly hi 
owing pofrophe, 


phet in an holy indignation at his 
obftinacy and untractableneife, turns him thus to God 


mountain towards the Faft flayed it 


an higer placc, carryed along with 
rday night till Mond 
&c. This kind of ea 
- Let feoffers doubt a 
ill effeé with his hand what he hatl 


pall ia that day} thatis, faith Diod uesafter 


all bring the 


Se ey es 
c. feem to favour 
But in Propheties nor 
Gexpect and ft 
i y certain ground. 
alley of the nzart atins JOr, ye hal iee the v 
+.) by whom the R 


terrible o 
lis Purveyour,&c. 
fad and as fuddain 
OWN Was overcove- 
On oppreffed 1500, 


quake fell our juft at that 
ierefore finitten with leprofie 
not to fay. But of the horror of ir ( befides 


s courfe, 


cfordhire, Annoy 571.. 
S> a great hill lifted up it felfe 


it trées, 
ay noon, 
rthquake 


nd deride, fa aying, wheres 


1 fpoken 


hearers 


: likeas doth old Faceh, Gem 
tyred out with the peoples Perverfenefle, AZ. x1, 


the de- 
Church 


ariation of day and night, of 
joy eternail light 
22.5. Thus he. Betwixt this 
Place the full and finall reftau- 


tiption of that glorious Church they fhall 


day, a morning without sloudes, 


a clear 


d J} And that thould fuffice us, without 


further 


ay for 


bey of 

omanes 

digging down ~ 
nd to bring a 
middett of this 
d, and much annoyed. ‘This Moun- 
confer Exod. 24.44, 
Noe without: 
ties it fallerh 
» till they have re- 
edemption draweth 


FORLA lib, Ge 


cap 13. 


dunes ronad, 


Cand. Bitar, 


Sam. 22.4. and asévith the Hyperbo. Herefoatis d 
nuate day ; fo -that they fowe "4. 


a eo ha ee 


i 
l 
| 
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598 - . An expofition on 


Calvin. further curious enquiries, de re nobis ©. toti mundo abfcondita, concern ing the fer 
times and the feafons which the Father hath putin his own power, 4é.1.7. ‘The 
Mulcovites ufe to fay th a darke point,in a difficult queftion, God and our grear Duke 
kzow uil this; Andin other talk, all we enjoy health and life, & all from our great 
Puke:therefore let us leave all to him. hould not we much more to God? Time hath 
already confuted thofe learned men, who from Daz.12. 11. pitched their calcula- 
tion for the Jewes reftauration upon che year 1650. ‘Thofe that fhall live a few 
: years longer fhall fee what will become of their confidence? who have undertaken 
Capir Apta- to prove out of D.rziel and the Revelion, that the Prophetical numbers come to 
ae BE an end with the year of our Lord 1655. becaufe chen the feventh Trumpet fhall 

found ; and then the fix thoufand years from the Creation of the world do expire 

as they compute. ; 

Ferje 8. Living waters [hall go out from Jerufalem] i.c. Abundance of fpirituall 
graces frequently in fcripture compared to waters, for their cooling, cleanfing, 
quicke ning property, Zai. 44.3. Ezek; 36. 25, and 47. 1. Johz7.23.2 And of 
thefe waters without all doube, our baptitm ordeined of God isa figure and facra- 
ment. Living waters they are called : that isrunning asa Spring, noc ftanding as 

- apoole. The godly efteeme of fife by chat firring they find in their fouls, //1. 38. 
15,16. In allthefe things is the lite of my {pivir > elfe they lament as over a dead foule. 
“© live, live ( faith a Reverend man ) live quickly, live much, live long. Many 
live more in a day chen others ina year: for lifeconfifteth ina@ion: and fo much 
every man liveth, ashe acteth gracioufly. Up therefore and be doing fomething 


HAP.I4, 


e 


Heyl Gor: 


D. Harris. 


of worth : whereof yc may teftifie that ye have lived. And for this, get a prin- - 


ciple of life, the frit of life which rs in Chrift Jefra, and then, if ye live sa the Spirit, 
y- ball aljo walk in the fpirit, Ga?.5.25. and not fulfill the {afts of the fieth, verfe 16. 
The waters of the fea, though by their natural courfe they follow the center, yet by 
obedience to the Moon they are fubject to her motion; and fo turn, and return, 
ebbe and flow, and are kept in continual motion, to keep them from corruption: 
fo thofe that are fpiritual, though naturally they are carried downward, and the 
beft that of themf{elves they can do isbut ded work: Yet fo farre as they are fpi- 
rithalized heavcnlized, they are acting for God, and all their deeds are wrought in 
him, Johv 3.21. Itistheir great care to weare out, not ruft out: to burn out . 
not to be blown out: yea to flame out, not to fmother out : to ferve out their genc- 
hoe as Dvid did not to idle it out : to live their utmott, and not ( as Job. 27.15- 

avith 23.) to be buried, before half dead. A 
im fummsr and winter {hall it be | fuch is the perennity and perpetuity of true 
grace: itever flowes-— more perennis aque, Asit is not like the River Araris of 
Cafde be. which Cefur faith, chat it cannot with eyes be difeerned whether it fow forward or 
Gal tt. backward ¢ fo flow and ftill is its motion : ) fo neither isit like the brook Cherith, 
that dryed up before the Prophet, becaufe there had been no raine inthe Land: 
or like the River Novanusin Lombcrdy which ( faith ‘Plime ) at every Midfomer 
foiftice fwelleth and runneth over the banks ; but at mid-winter, is clean dry. But 
Lib.2.cap.430 asthe waters of the Sanctuary,Ezck,47.4,&c-And as the poopie of Siloe which fer- 
ved all Jerufalem, and was for every ufe to the citizens: or //ez:hal?s watercour- 
les, 2 Kra.20.20. Neh. 3.15,16. whereunto fome think that the Prophet here allu- 
deth. Hethat believeth on me, as the Scripture hath faid, out of his belly hail 
How Rivers of living waters. But this he fpake ( faith the Evangelift ) of she fprvit 

which they that believe cn kim fhouldireceivey Joli: 7.38529. 

Verfe 9. And the Lord {hall be King over all the cath | At the founding ef the 
feventh Angel, the Kingdoms of this world fhal! become the Kingdoms of our Lord. 
and of his Chrift: and he fhallreigne for ever and ever, ‘Rev. 11. 15,17. Colmo- 
graphers tell us, that ifwe divide all che known world into thirty parts, the Hea- 
thens pare isas nineteen of this thirty: the Mahometans as fix, the Chviftians as 
five only. And of thofe that profeffe the name of Chrift, three parts at leat of 

ee five are poffeft by Idolatrous Papifts ; who fay they believe in one only 
true God , but indeed fet up many He-faints and She-faints, whom they adore 
with divine worfhip : andtherein are no better then Pagans. Hence they are 
called Gentiles, Rev.t 1.2. and are faid to worfhip Divels, A 32-9. 20 with 1¢€ 97. 10. 
29. Cardinal Bes:brs faith oftheir Saint Francei, that he was i zerar Deorsin 

ae 


r Kin.7.7. 


Crar.i4. the Prophecie of Zachariah. 599 
abl Ecelefia Rom. relatus. At ‘R wrenund in Gelderland, a play was aed borhan wr 
fuites, Ano Dozz. 1622. under the title of the pried ooh Bale api pia pee 
der ofthat Order. In the’ year 610. Boniface the fourth rda the fealt of 
All-faints, after that he had obtained of the Emperour the Idol-temple at Ro i 
called the Paztheox ; wherein he placed the Virgin Mary in the pa Of C sae Fac. Ren. dk 
the Mother of the Heathen Gods. Now the time is yet to come (and oh oe Pom ; 
were come ! ) that, all falfe worfhip laid afide and abandoned the fulneffe of a oer 
Gentiles fhall be broughtin: and from the Jews( as fome gather from this T ee `; 
compared with others ) fhall the Gofpel go out to all Nations ofthe world Th EXE Alfed.chren, 
3. who with one confent fhall fubmic themfelves to Chrift. ` Afhur and Ep os Fase 
thofe large and vaft Countries, the whole trad of the Eaft and of the Sout Ah i 
embrace the faith of Chrilt and be converted, Ja.19, 23, 24,25. and 2- 12 Pa 
Mich.7.1 1,12. Pfal.68 31. and 72.9,10,17. Rev.21.14, O dieculim ‘lhe i New 
ther need we think itineredible: God can hiffe for them and fetch them in "h d 
- denly : he can caufe a Nation to conceive and bring forth in one day Efay 66 g. 3 
A Text that Cardinall Poole ina letter to Pope Julius the third abufed:by applying i 
p = bringing in of reper again fo univerfally and fuddainly in Queen Maries 
[ball there be one Lord} Bethe Gods of the Heathen ood-fellows fai hi 
true God is a jealous God; and will not fhare his glory Sah another. Syren S 
Pagans and Papagans there are Gods many and Lords many: to us there is byt 3 
God, and but one Mediatour beiwixt God and man the man Chrif Jefus. As for all 
others, fay we of them, as that Heathen once did, Contemno minutos iftos Deos mody 
Jovem propnium habesm, Icare not for thofe petty-deities , fo long as Jehovah f : 
voureth me, Heare Q Lfrael ( faith Mofes, Deut.6.4. ) Fehovah thy God. Fehr y 
sone. The Hebrew word there ufed for One hath Daleh the laette ( which 
alfo ftands in number for four ) extraordinary great in the Originall: to fignifie 
lay Sweets that this one God fhall be worfhipped in the foure corners of 
_ wud his Name one] thatis, One way of worfhip ; all Superftit; i 
lithed, fee Mich. 4.5. Or, his Name,that is, his Blok ds Pfal. 5 I. a a 
excellency fhal! be fupereminent: He fhall havea name above all names that at 
the name of Jefus every knee may bow. Thus the word Name is ufed both i 
Divine and Humane Authors, Gen.6.14. Men of Name > that is, of Renova. 
fo Numb. 1.16.and 16.2. _Aéts1.1§, the number of Names that is ofthe chiefraines 
thacwere fittoacdin the Ele@ion. Contrary whereunto is men without name. 
Job 30.8. men written in the earth , Fer.17.30. fhrouded in the theet of fhame_ 
and whofe happineffe it is to be forgotten in the City, Ecclef.8.r0. Sothe Poets ,7ielariavi- 
call Eminent and famous men Nemina,as Ovid doth Auguftus : $ ta recedit, TE 


—— 


Vive tibi, & longè Nomina magna fuge. 
And fpeaking of fome famous perfon he faith 
Citos inter habens nomina clara viros. 


Verf.10. All the land fhal be turned as a plain. Or, foal be compaffed about as a 
Plain, ut equore plano, fo the T igurine tranflation. Godfhal enlarge the bounds 
of his Church; he fhall lay all level, that people may come in amain from all parts, 
Every valley fhall be filled, and every monrtain aod hill brought low ; and the 
crooked fhall be made {traght , and the rough-wayes {mooth, Luk, 3. "5. The 
Wilderneffe, and the folitary place fhall be glad for them, andthe defert fhall re- 
Joyce and bloffom as the rofe : It {hall bloffom abundantly , and rejoyce even 
his Joy and finging. Theglory of Lebanon hall be given untoit; the excel- 
encje of Carmel and Sharon, they thall fee the glory of the Lord, and the ex- ` 
cellencic of cue God, Ef2.35.1,2. The Prophet here fheweth that all the 
and fhail be inhabited frem one end untoanother ; From Geba the North-cone 

h Ne, to Rimmon, the Senth-vorder, o/b. 15. 32,57. And from Benjamins eate 
nto the place of the firt (or old) gate, Neh, 3. 6. whichftood Wektward, mato 
the 
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Cant.4. 6 


Mafas in 
Jofh.19,13. 


Turk, Hif. 


Rev. 21.16. 


Neh, 13 


rinm 
ivi] Q- 


Ò nivi] 
Mattar 
Pfal.130.8 


E S n : 


eAn Expofition on Cuap.14. 


A Se A A 
è on. 26.9. & 25.23.) or the gate that looketh Eaft- 
the Seed ae snip teed fhall be greatly enlarged; the rough and rug- 
ved wioutitains being made as the fmooth Fy pleafant iTe S pie. 
{ to Rimmon , from the mountains of Myry 
ings) sa a st Pomgranates (forfo Rimmoz fignifieth , and ia the pa 
t of that fruit there, this place feemethto have taken its name) that Pa le 
Fiimtiation and Supplication for pardon and power againft corruption , n Love 
d good Works, looking up,and preffing hard toward the high prize propofe ae 
h ; as the many grains within the cafe of the Pomgranate do point , and-as 
it we all look up together unto the crown or circle that is without , upon the 


head of it. Zo the kings wine-preffes| which were onthe Weft-fide, where the 


i ! fs. Certain itis 

r if-compaffes did mect to make up a whole compafs. > 

p ma em a S large and {pacious city, comprehending thirty rong; 
alel fay thofe that have written of it. There was in it the upper and the ne- 


itis c ji sim in the dual. There was afterwards. 
‘ide yp.Jero- ther town, whence it is called, Jie-rufsalatim in the « Á 
fap aicho, T old town and the new, called Boretha, or Cenopolis. But Exech. 40. 41, 42. 


Propheta new Temple bigger then all the old Jerufalem 
sage ates ae ae Jerufalem bigeer then all the Jand of Canaan 3 by 
th fe E dimenfions fhewing , that thete things cannot be underftood e pi- 
ri nall i And the new Jerufalem in the Revelation as it lieth four fquare, loo ing 
se ae to the four corners of the earth f like as Conftantinople doth , we 
is pherefore faid to bea city fatally founded to command ) fo the ar i m: 
twelve thoufand furlongs: which (according to fome) make no lefs then 15 
g in ite ini Multitudes 

. And men foall dwel in it-\ Heb, They foall dwel in it, fe. l 
of A : wich Sahl » the Church gathered by the preaching of ee 
fpel fhallnot be thinly inhabited, asthe wilderneffe of Judea was: it fha ied 
re watte for want of people , as divers parts of T: urkey do. It fhall not me 
call in the countrey,as in Nebemiahs dayes,to replenith it: but it fhal be ful thru = 
an hive is with bees, where they hang out on heaps through want of roo i in 
or as Jerufalem was wont to be at the three folemnfeafts ; or laftly, ast A a 
ple was at thofe feafts where the people were focrowded, that they were gla S 
ftand and pray, for kneel or bow they could not. See Efay 5 1,3. iv. I a 
39,40. Obad.19.20. And there foall be nomore stter a eb. He 
rem, which the vulgar Interpreter rendreth, Anathema; There fhail be nom 


curfe, noexecrable or accurfed thing ; no cafting out by excommunication; ro. 


o. (See thefame, Rev. 22. 3. NoCanaanite inthe Lords honfe, as 
cr a Bae fall Jerufalem be holy, and there fhall no franger eg pre 
her any more, Joe? 3. 17. fuch fhal! be her fanétiry. Others pann F of T 
fafety and fecurity (as inthe following words, Perufalem as f Safely te 
bited, Seethelike, Jer. 23.6.& 33.16. In thofe dayes foal luda r e faxe (i 
Terufalem Jhal dwel fafely: andthisisthename wherewith fhe fhall be i i 
Tehovah tfidkenm, The Lordour righteoufnefs. A ftately name indeed, ang a 
which carries fafety inthe front ofit. In Ezekiel the Church is aie Prt . 
Shamma, The Lord isthere: and the P/a/mift gives the notation, anc eae 
uponit, God is inthe midft of her, foe fhall not be moved : God foal help en 
that right early. But the Lord our righteoufneffe isa more Auguft name. 


* Chrifts own name : and imports that Chrift will fave his pesple frem their finnes 


f ' enemi he will 
hich would lay them naked to the wrath of God, and rage cf enemies ) 

ein tine Kon all his iniquities, and then he need not fear what eiry o 
unto him. It was faid of Achilles that he was Styge armatus : But ary ‘ I aan 
the Churchis, Calo, Chrifto, Des armatus: he hath the peace of x T eh 
him , andthe power of God without him; and therefore cannot but be fa 
i of brafs, or town of war. P/.90.1. BERSA : 
iE Vole E And this fhal be the'plagne wherewith the Lord wil fmite, ee re 
precedent promifes that were fo great and glorious, the pe dot oa vf the 
ther enlarge, and illuftrate in the following verfes: and firft the conq aio 
enemics , verfe 12, 13, 14,15. Next, the profefiion of ener ra ea one 
of the world, verfe 16, 17,18,19. And laftly, the fanctity of ie 


Cuap.i4. 
20,21. “The conqueft of the enemics is 
ments upon them, ver/e 12, Secondly, By the means, bot 


another ; and Judah fhail fight bravely againt them, 
their wealth and fubftance f 


the Prophecie of Zachary. i 


Fourthly, their horfes of 
fervice, and all the beafts they bring with them fhalbe as 


cait chem into chains of darkn 
felt but his little finger, as it were 5 and 


have pitty upon me, O ye my friends ; for the band of God h 


a Marajmus an evil meflenger for ama 


Gardiner, Arch-Bifhop Arundel, Neflorius, Arrins 
and enemies of che Church : amongft whom 4 L 
Calvin, and faith , That Lke another Hered, 
for his authority thinks ir enough to fay, nt 


mut be underftood, that the lives of Calvin and Beza were fpite- 
fully written by this Bolfecus their fworn enemy , that twice banithed and 
thrice runnagate Friar (liar I might have faid ) and Phyfician: for thofe 
names his often changes and hard chances have given him. This man being requeft- 
ed by the popifh fide. (and its likely hired by them ) to write thus, is in all their 
writings alledged as Canonical. And their eyes foal confume away in their holes. ] 
Phyficians tell us of two thoufand difeafes that annoy mans body two hundred 
whereof affe&t thecyes: Allthefe are part of Gods hofts, which are as much at 
Gods command as the Centurions fervants and fouldiers were at his, when he faid 
but, Ge, ar come, and they did accordingly. He can make mens eyes drop and 
ceafe, not without any intermillion , a3 Lam. 3.49. till they melt out ; asthe He- 
brew here hath it; eventhe very fame word as before. He can {mite men with 
fudden blindnefs (as he did the finfal Sodomites ə that had eyes full of adultery Y 
tuch as tormented their eyes, as if they had been -pricked with thorns, as the He- 
brew word fignificth , Gen.19. 11- Failing of eyes, and forrow of minde, is threat- 
ned asa judgement, Dest. 28. 65: yeathou fhalt be mad for the. fight of thine 
yes, which thou fhalt fee is another piece of the curfe,verfe 34. See r Sam.2..33. 
And their tongue fhal confume away in their mouth.| -As did the tongue of We/fori- 
4s the Herefiarch eaten out of his mouthwith worms :` Tho. Aruidel, and Sre- 
ven Gardiner, two bloody perfecutors died of a like'difeafe. Diedate under{tands all 
thisto bea defcription of hel-torments.. Their fief fhal! confume ; yet never be 
confumed ; for they ftill fiand upon their feer , ox fnbfift,-that they may ftill ffer; 
aving noend, that:their:pain may beendlefs, Their eyes foal confume, &c; that is, 


faith he, thongh they be alive and can fee"; yet-thall they:be deprived of light in 


Eee infernal 


for Maximinus the Tyrant ; for Philip the fè- 
n Mary of England, Steven 
» and other odions Hereticks, ” 
apide the Iefait reckons here 
he died a lowfie lothfom death: and 
i refert Bolfecus in ejus vita. Butit 


» yet 
waters which ron continually ; as a {nail 


th ofa woman that never fecththe fun, Pfz, 
and to bring them on 


Spec, Eur 


Nat. 8,9. 


1 Machab.é,- 
Jofeph. Antiq, 
Lizer, 
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internal darkneffe: having neither eyes nor underftanding, but onely to fee and 
judge of their extream milery. Their tongue foal confume away, &c. as did the rich 
gluttons, Luke16. 24. M, Calvin obterveth here, thatall is delivered in the fin- 
gular number; bis flefs thal contume ; hes eyes fhal melt; his tongue, &c. (for fo 
runs the Original ) to note that every of Jerufalems enemies fhal tafte of Gods 
wrath; though fome of them may haply holdthemfelves out of the reach of his 
rod. And, Secondly, thar God can as eafily deftroy them all,as if he had to do bur 
with one fingle man. ? 

Verfe 13. A ¢reattumuls from the Lord fhal be among them.) He {hall fright 
themas he did the PhilifPines by a found of a going in the tops of the mulberry 
trecs, 2 Sam. 5.24. and the Syrians by a hurry noife in theair , caufing a Pannick 
terror, 2 King. 7.6. Therefore fome render it, Erit Strepitns vel fragor Domi- 
ni magnus ines, ntx Sam.7. 10. with 1 Sam.2.10. Or, he thall exal perate and 
imbitter them one againft another ; as he did bimelech, and the men of Shechem, 
by fending an evil fpirit between them, fudg.9.23. that is by letting loofe Satan 
upon them, that old man-flayer , that kindle-coal and make-bare of the world - 
and this in a way of juft revenge for their treacherous confpiracy againft the honfe 
of Gideon. Thus God firft divided, and then deftroyed the Midianites by fetting 
every ones fword againft his fellow, Fudg. 7.23. So he dealt by the Philiftims , 
a Sam.14.15,20. So the Kings of Syria and Egypt that fucceeded Alexander, and 
were encmies to the Jews, deftroyed one anorher : So did the Primitive Perfecn- 
tors, the Turk and the Perfian, the Spaniard and the French. In the year 1526. 
Charles the fifth Emperour of Germany, fetat liberty his prifoner Frances King of 


Scultet Annal- France, upon this condition ( among others ) that they fhould joyne their forces 


Decs2.pag.2 


i 


and do their utmoft to fuppreffe and root out the Lutheran Herefie ; that is, the 
truth of the Gofpcll , out ofboth their Dominions. But foon after they fell at 
variance amongft themfelves, ( the Pope blowing the bellowes ) whereby the 
Church had her Halcyons, fic canes linguat ulcera Lazart. 

foall take the hand of his neighbour J as thofe yonkers of Helcath-hazxurim did, 
that fheathed their {words in their fellows bowels, 2 Sam.2.16. 

Ferfe 14, And Indah alfo feall fight at Ter#falem] Shall fight likea lion, and 
do great exploits for his countrey ; as Judas Maccabeus did: as Hunniades, that 
Maul of the Turks, and Scanderbeg, who killed 800. Turks with his own hand,and 
fought fo carneftly fometimes, that the very blood burft ouc at his lips. So did 


Zifca, and the reft of Chrifts worthy warriours: who by faith, ( and yet by force ` 


of arms too ) waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens, fub- 
dued kingdomes, fought the Lords battles, Heb. 11.32,34. They faw by faith, what 
is on the other fide of the fhore of this mortality : and that put mettle into them. 
The valour of the Gauls was admired by the Romans: it proceeded from that in- 


The life of the flruction they had from their Druides, of the immortality of the foul. The Swedes 


Koef Sweden 
by M, Clark. 


° 


upon the fame ground fhewed incredible courage in the late German warres:running 
into apparent danger, like flies into the candle (faith One ) as if they had not feen 
it. Faith fearsno colours. What brave fpirits hath God raifed up amongft us alate, 
fighting as it were in blood to the knees for Religion and liberty, refolved either to 
vanquifh or die, asthe Black Prince; a Ter 8 em rev, with chat Lacedemonian, 
cither to live with the Gofpel, or to die forit? And how valiant the reftored 
Jews fhall once be upon their enemies the Turks, who now hold their countrey till 
their iniquities be full, who cantell? Sureit is that Ifrael after their victory over 
Gog, thall poi? thofe that Spoiled them, and rob thofe that robbed them, faith the Lord 
God, Ezek. 39.10. And then perhaps it is, that the wealth of all the heathen round 
about foall be gathered together ( as a prize or booty) gold, and filver, and appa- 
vellsn great abundance] Look how Abraham ftripped the four kings of their plun- 
der,Gen.1 4.16Gideor, the Midianites, Jadg,8. David, the Amalckites, 1 Sam. 30- 
18. Tehofaphat, the Ammonites, ( they were three dayes in gathering the fpoil it 
was fo much, 2-Chrox. 20. 25.) fo it may fall our one day with their pofterity. 
The Jew Doctours, as they:have a faying, that wharfoever befell unto the Fathers 
is a ligne unto the children: fo of Abrabums viory. over the four kings, they 
write, that it befell unto him, to teach that.four kingdomes.( thofe kingdomes {po- 


ken of in Daniel ) thould fan d up to rule over the world: and that in the ke ie 
eet oe 4 cnuUdren 


Cuar.14. the Prophecie of Zachariah. 


= 


children fhould rule over them, and they fhould all fall by their hand, and they R., Menachem 


bring again all their captives, and all their fabftance. 
sae a Saad fo foall hee plague of the borfe, of the mule, of the camel |] 
All the beafts of fervice, made ufe of by the enemy, fhall confume in like fort, as 
their mafters. Yirft, fora punifhment to their owners, who muft needs fuffer loffe 
thereby. Hence Saz? was fo fedulous in feeking the loft affes, Secondly, to fhew 
how God is difpteafed with, and will feverely punifh all chat are inftrumentall to 
the Churches calamities, or ferviceable to their finne. The ferpent is curfed, cut 
fherter by the fect, and made to wriggle upon his belly, yea confined to the duft for 
his diet. So God curfeth and abhorreth all infruments of idolatry, Efay 30. 22. 
Num. 31.22, 23. Dert. 7.25, The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with 
fire: the very vifible heavens, becaufe defiled with mans finne, areto be purged by 
the fire of the laft day. . 
Verfe16. Every one that is left of all the nations } i.e. that hath efcaped .the 

plague, verfe 12. andis beaten into a better mind: asthofe Hunnes,that, vanqui- . 
fhed by the Chriftians, concluded that Chrift was the true God, and became. his ? 
fubjects. God had promifed before to fubvert the Churches enemies, bur here to 
convert them, which is farre better. And it fhall appear to be fo (as converfion 
cannot be hid ; you€annot turn a bell, but it will make a found: and report its own 
motion. See Gal 1.23.) : E 

for they foal! even go up | fc. to the Temple, which ftood upon mount Moriah: 


on Gen. 14, 


to worfbip the king the Lord of Hofs |. to fend a lamb ( or an homage peny ) to. Efay 16.1; 


the Lord of the whole earth, we 

andto keep the feaft of Tabernacles | In a due manner, which had not been 
rightly done ( a marvellous thing ) all along during the reigne of David, Solomon, 
and all thofe fucceeding Reformers, till about thefe times; as appears Neb. 8.16, 
17, 19. The fence of this text is, that the converted Gentiles fhal! joyn with the 
Jews, in the fincere fervice of God according to his will, and not according to 
their own brains and fancies: that they fhal! worfhip him with the fame rites, in 
the fame places and affemblies which they do: that Jehovah may be one, and bis 
Name one amongit them, as vezfe 9. that there may be no more Jew, and Gentile, 
Barbarian or Scythian, bond or free, but Chrift may beall, and in all. That thofe 


two fticks being joyned into one, Ezek: 37. 16. all Ifrael may be faved, Rens, Col3.1ir 


11. 26. and raifed as from the dead, verfe 15. the Gentiles alfo may have their 
part in the fame refurrection. All thisis here fet forth in fuch termes, and under 
fuch types as. were then moft in requet: as of going up to the Temple, keeping 
the feaft of Tabernacles, &c. All which expreffions are parabolicall, fymbolicall, 
and enigmaticall: framed to the capacity of the Jews, much addicted to thefe le- 
gail rites and fhadows, then in ufe, but now done away, Col. 2. 37. Heb. 10. Te 
whatever the Jews conclude from this text for their continuance under Meifias his 
kingdome. Chriftians have their feafts or holy-dayes too, 1 Cor.5.8. yea their 
feaftof Tabernacles in a myftieall fence, 1 Per. 2.11. Heb. 11.1, 9. a 

Ferje 17. Even upon them fall be no rain’) i. e. Nullam mifericordiam affe- 
quentar, faith Theodoret: They fhall get no good at Gods hand. Judxa was 
fumen totius orbis, as One faith, a very fat and fertile countrey: but yet fo, as that 
her fruitfulneffe depended much upon feaforiable fhowres, the former and latter 
rain: and the Prophet feemeth here to allude to that of Mofes, Dent. 11. 10, &cy 
If God did not ‘hear the heaven, and the heaven the earth, the earthtould noc . 
hear the corn, wine, and oil, nor thofe hear Jezreel, Hof:2. r9. Judæa was not 
like that countrey in Pliny, nbi ficcitas dat lutum, imbres pulverem, where drought 
made dirt, rain made duft: but if the heaven were iron over them, the earth 
would foon be braffe under them, and not yeeld her increafe, (See Pfal. 65. 9. 
Efay 30.23.) and then where would they be quickly? fith Animantis cujufque 
tita in fuga oft, life would be loft, if not maintained by daily food. Rain is in 
Scripture put 1. Properly, for water coming out of the clouds, Dest. 11. 11, 
Prov. 16.15. nourifhing the herbs and trees. 2. Metaphorically for Chrift, his 
Gofpel, and his graces, wherewith the fouls of men are made fruitfull in good works, 
Efay 45.8, Dent. 32.2. Hof. 6. 3. The want of rain is on the contrary made here, 


and Rev. 11.5, afigne of a curfe. It waiteth not for the fonnes of men, Mie. fhe 
Eee 2 . 
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butir accomphiheth what God appointeth, E/cy 55.10, 11. Why it falleth here, 
and now, we know not, and wonder. ; 
Ferf. a8. dna if the family of Egypte} So called from one Aiguptos, a King 
there. in the Hebrew ir is called, (moftly ) Misraim, from onc of that name, 
Ge. 18.6. fonietimes, for its power and pride, itis called, Rabab, Pfal. 87.4. and 
S9. 12. Efay 51. 9. The family of Egypt ishere put for the whole Nation ( fee 
che line Amos 3.4.) becaufe, after che confulion of tongues efpecially, Nations 
took their originall and denomination from the head of fome family ; as did the 
Lavptians from Mizraim, Chans fecond foane. : 
fo ass up, and come vot |) But they did receive the Chriftian religion with the fitit: 
had Chrittian {choois, Doctours, and Proteffours, after that Saint Aterk had there 
planted a Church at Alexandria, now called Scanterou. ‘I his was fore-prophecied, 
4719-21. Lhe Lord foall be known to Keyp, čec Ael the Lord Poell jiste E- 
gpt, ve fall frite and hest it, &c. he thali caute chem to puf under the rod, and 
jo Orit theme tate the boud of the covenant, gniti Ka kote 
that have ro ratun’ Oilers read it thus, de fied! wer 7 
allo needed rain in fome meafure, as wellas oiher rations. 
though nor fo much, by reaion of the overflowings of the river 8% 


Panasen ate toa juft beighc, fe. of fifteen or fixtcen cubits, as Ping gel: 


me 


wich if ie 
Ws, itisaivs che 


land very fruitful: 10 that they do but chros ie decd, and havc tour en bare 
‘Bien: velts in ieffe chen four moneths. Indeed where che Nile arrives not, fi @e9 io- 
rpg hing, they fay,in Egypr, but a whitit: bearing no grafie, but two Leite 


weeds, coiled Sakir and Gagal: which, athes, and conveyed to Venice, 
$ make the fineft chryftall-glaffes.  Vhe Chalice readers it, Now crep et ejas Nodes. 
God loves to confuce men in their contidences, to deyupcheir Nedaffes, (see back, 
pah 22-59 Ut 95,6.) as die did for two yeers together in che tine OF Choon, a 

Sap little before Chrifts birth: and once belere for nine years {pace. . 
there hall be the plague! qd. W they efeape the Forethreatened evii, a worfe thing 
abides chem: their prefervation iron famine is but a refervation to thole everl 
ing burnings /’crfer2. And though herethey abound even to fatiety, and furier 
(the Lgyptans were wont to boat that they could feed all men sand feaft all 
the gods , without any fenfible ‘diminution of their provifioa) yet at the lalt day 
suey fhali be cut fhort enough, eat fire, drink brimftone, God himfelf uttering 
; thole or the like words Ffi 65.12, Belveldyaey fewest s jll ett, dat you (Pall Fe 
deters, Lehold, myfervscts [Pail dri, bet Jou fhul be thirfiy » behold, my ferosirs 
doaki ri juice, but none foall be ajotmed. Behold, my fervants pall fing for joy of nert, 

but ye fall ery for forrow of heart, and Jhail howl for vexation of fpirit. | 
Tere 19, This pall ks the punishment of E Dpt, aid the punifoment] Or fin: Jn- 
teed th fin of fins to flight Gods Ordinances and offers of grace ;. and to neglect 
fo great falvation as is tendred in ard by Chrift. This Very fia isit: own punifh- 
ment. Phx ts condemnation , or hellatorehand , 7ct23,140. This breught Cu- 
pivzatin down trom heavento hell, Aat. 11.23. Pagans that never heard of 
Chrift fall bavean eafier judgement then fuch, Atat, 10.23. for they fhall have 
a double condemnation. One ftom the law which they have broken wherein Chrilt 
found them : another from the Gofpel for rejecting Chrift, and the bath of ‘his 
blood , to the which even the Prinees of Sodoms are invited, Efn: 1.10, See Lobie 
22. 4X. Mat 21.44. Ieis withfuch aswith a malefaGour thar being dead'in 
_. aw, dotĦ yet refufe a pardon. Dazexs obferveth here chat mention is made of 
the feat of Tabernacles efperdally. 1.Becanfe this feat was now moft folemnly kept 
amung the Jews, Neb.8, And {econdly, be:a:feit wasa moh evident teltimony 
of the firt gathering together of the people uf Ifrazl | that is of a free ordained 
Church. Therefore it was better liked of the cople, anda moreevident fign of 
their uniting or knitting together within themfelves, as is untous the holy fup- 

per of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Ferfe 20. Inthat day fhall theri be upon the bels of the Lorfes hang’d upon their 
heades, or about their necks : as Judg. 8. 26. the Midianitith camels bad rich 
collars and chains about their necks, for ornament fake. Itwasa witty conceit of 

Deuter,  MOdern Divine, that many deal with their Minifters, as carriers do with their 
i horfes ; ley heavy biirchens upon them, and then bang bels abont their necks : Pa 
- ial 


Cnapaq. the Prophecie of Zachariah, , 605 


fhill have har@ work and great commendations : but eafy commons, gogg words, 


but fight wages. This wasbecter then that bald conceit of Theodurer thers, a us A bift. 
that cius Propbefie was then fulfilled whenas Confaarine the Great ( or other Raf in lib, z. 


“4, dex tor him ) caufed the bits of his horfe-bridle to be made of the nailes of the ¢.3. 

srok of Chrift. [confeife the word is by fome rendred bridles, by others trap- Scrat. x. r. 
meets Frontals, collars. ? Vis amë Aspsysvoy read only here: -and hence this varie- 

iy of interpretations. Calvia senders it fables of horfes : which although they 

are buc contempzible places and ufùally ftink: yet the Prophet faith, they fhall be 

indy tothe Lowd, Hereby the Prophet teacheth, faith He, that God fhall fobe 

kingofthe world; as that all things fhall be applied ta his worfhip : neither 

fhailany thing bs of 1o common and ordinary nfe that fhall not change its nature, 

and be lanctified to Gods fervice. ‘The comparifon here is made betwixt things 

profane, and the infcription on the high-priefts mitre, which was Flolineffe to the 

Lord, This is a manifeft ceftimony of a godly mind, when godiineffe runs thorough + 
a mans whole life,as the woofe doth thorough the web : whenordinary actions are 
done froma right principle,and to a right purpufe: according to that old and good 

Rule, Quicquid agis propter Derm alas, Whether Je cate or drink,or whatfoever ye do, ; ool 10.57, 
de all to the glory of God Receive every creatue with thankfgiving:in ferving men, aa 4034. 
ferve the Lord Chrift:exercifs your general calling in your particular:do earthly bu- r ee dal 
fince with heavenly minds: Content not your telf with a naturall ufe of the crea- on ouy bidle : 
wre, as bruit beaftsdo, but taft the fwcetneffe of Godin all: and ix all thy wayes when we warr, 
acknowledge Him, depending upon him for dircétion and fucceffe, confulting with i our caps 
him, and approving thine heart and life unto hime This isto go the upper way ps ria 
Pro 13. 24. which indeed is both cleaner, fhorter, and fafer. This is to be of 
that royall Pricft-hood, that hath for its poly, Holineffe to the Lord. This is to be 
harmeleffc, and blameleffe, the fons of God; knownbdy their holinefleas Davids 


. children were by their garments of diverfe colours. For 4s he that hath called them 


is holy, fo are they alfo holy, and that inall manner of converfation and commu- 
nion too, even when they deale with carnal men, andin common matters, 
and the pots in the Lords honfe foall be like the bowles before the Altar] All this 
muft be underftood of the fpirituall fervice, which fhould be in the Chriftian 
church : detcribed by the ancient ceremonial fervice, as Ifa. 60. 7. and66. 23. 
Mal. 1. 11. Anditis to thew, that the efficacy, force, and operation of the 
holy Ghoft, fhail be far more plentifull through Chrift in rhe Church of the Got 
pell, then it was in times paft, underchelaw. Sce Heb, 8. 6. Eph. 3: 5, Ifa, 
j rien . Yea every pot in Terufalem Cc. | That is, faith Dansus, God thall 
as God-like be worfhiped of every faithfull perfonin his own houfe, as lie was of 
oldinhis Temple by the Jews. Calvin adds, ue quicquid aggrediantur homines fit 
facrificium, {o that whatfoever good men enterprize, fhall be afacrifice. God 
fhall {mell a favour of reft from them, they of life and peace from him. on 
there foall be no more the Canaanite) The merchant, faith the vulgarafter Agui- 
la, andthe Chaldee ; that is, the Simoniack, the Church-chopper, fuch mony- 
merchants as Chrift whipt out of the Temple Mat. 21.12. Joh. 2. 15. But "i 
better render it Canaanite, ‘who were indeed great Merchants Hof. 12. 7. Ezek. Pep pi 
17. 4. but heretit {tands for a wicked man, an hypocrite, that botch of Chriftian mihn 
fociety. Pura erit Ecelefia ab omnibus inquinamentis, faith Calvin: the Church were Canae- 
fhall be purged of all fuch Pelts. See Rev. 22. 27. no fuch owles thall be feen vee 
flying in the Churches welkin. God will, by the due exercife- of difcipline, and 
otherwife, be daily purging out all fcandals, as fuch men are called Afat; 13.44: . 
and caufing the unclean fpirit to paffe out ofthe land Zach. 13.:2.1 conclude 
with Theodoret, “Dominus Omnipotens hanc vocem veram effe hoc tempore praftes 
Gc. God Almighty make good this promife unto us at this time > that there may 
be no curfed Canaanite found amongft us; but that we may all live according to 
the doGrine ofthe Gofpell, and expe that bleffed hope and comming of. ‘the 
great God our Savionr Jefus ; to whom withthe Father and holy Spirit be glory 
for ever. Amen, 3 . 2 OF : 
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Cuar. I, 


H E burden) that is, the burdenous Prophecy (as 
Tremellins renders it) A burden ; as 3. enjoyned 
and impofed upon the Prophet to utter, to cry a- 
loud, and not fpare, to Zift up his voice as a trum- 
pet cc. ftraining every vein in his heart to doit; 

- declayming luftily again ft fin and finners, and pro- 
clayming hell-fire for them in cafe they amend not. 
This is a bufineffe of Paina oe idee 

Angelis tremendum. This was typified in the faff-rings that were made to conti- 

t E AEN ithe Kohathites houlders felt wherefore. 1fGod ip pe hue 

thofe Levites, they could never have borne the Ark Chron. be pea 

was very fenfible of the-minifteriall burthen, rowling upon him daily 2 eo. 

And Latimer leaped, when lighted of his Bifhoprick. 2. As ae ihe 

ple with their fins, and breathing out threatnings for the fame ; ue in ( Sena 

ly foeveraccounted of ) hales hell at the heels of ir, and procures ha men r, 

which isa burthen unfupportable. It brake the Angels backs, and made 


in his body ; “His foul 
E Pet.2, 24, God groan piteoufly, then when he bare our fins in bis body cn the tree. “His 


a Sam. 32, 


was heavy therewith even to the death: andhadhe not had eaa ae ee 
had not God /aid help on One that was mighty ( even the mig hey $ org serinahe 
ftiled Efay 6. 6. ) he had fainted aud failed vader his burtheu. a E ie 
that his fins were gone over his head, and likea forc pau ws PENE 
him to bear P/ad. 38. 4. That which comforted him was, that Deas iaka 
faid Peccavi I have finned, ibut the Prophet Nathan faids 7 vant A ia aea 
tuum, God hath tranflated thy finupon Chrift, hath cau roe ni ene ae 
tohim, and (as it were ) by awritt of Remove, hath cah thy burths 


: sa: oth Pfts32 4,5- 
fhoulders. And this incomparable mercy David afterwards celebrateth Pfite3 Toy 


a cm ro ren eg aa, 


Cuap.t. the Prophecie of Malachy. 


Ford ty ind night thy hand was heavy upon xe: the Suiit of finne, and fenfe of wrath 
quelled him and killed him almoft 3 for his xirurall mo:fture 
crustal of fummer: he was turned into a very skeleror: 


j Or a bag of bones, a beirte 
tu ihe [moke , wofully wanzed he was, and wafted. But for remedy, / achzowledre 
! , 4 


wy [a xuta thee (faith he) 1 fled by faith to the true Seape-goat Chrift Jefus on whoin 
was laid (as a burthen )the iniquitic of us all, H/a'.53.6. Rom.5.8. “And thou pre- 
Jindy foreavelt the taiquity of my finne, that is, the guilt of it, that till then lay like a 
load of lead upon my conicience, and, as an obligation, bound 
punithmeng, (Cuz for want of this comfort, ran roaring up and down, my finne 
thacis,my unifhment is greater then I can beare. And a farre 
Ç even holy Fob, with whom God was but in jeft, as it were ) cries-out that his ca- 
lamitie was heavier thes the Saud of the fea, Fob 6.2. and th 
vier thew bis groaning, CO: hap. 23.2. Thofethat have ever felt che milery ofa laden 
conicience, can tell what an evil! aad bitter thing fine is. 
way with it, and make as light ofit as Samspfon did of the gate ofGazz, fhalloned ay 
groan out Woe and alas, when God fhall fet himfelf to load them wit 


hell, who do now load him with theiy lanes, and wes 


Efay 43.24. For prevention, oh that they would be perfwaded to believethe Pro- 


phets, that their fouls might profper, to be fenfible of fins burden, that Chrift might 
eafe them : to take upon them his burthen which is osz fine cnere, and would be 
no more burthen to them then the wings are to the bird, whereby he is bornaloft, 
that they would imitate porters, who being called and offered money to beare a 
burden, will poife it and weigh itin their hands firft ə Which when they fee they 
to undertake it. Do we pro- 
vake the Lord to auger ? are we ftronger then he? Isit nota ferfull ihig to falinto 
the punifhing hands of the “ving God? Isthe the wrath of a King as the roti 
alyon, asthe meffengers of death > furely they that tremble not in hearing, fhail be 


was turned izio the 


picture or piece of Arras, which never makes them {mart or feare; Let all thefe, T 
fay „read and ruminate that flaming place, Jer.23.33,37. and let them know, that 

if they belong to God, he will cripple their iron fingws by the fenfe of their man 
and ør: or boar finnes. As if 6therwife, he will™fall upon them with his fajl 
wegi and grind them to powder, Alat. 21. 44 Cavete : vavebitis antem fi pave- 
itie 


folie?) Vhetwo Tribes Of Jud:h and Pen'amin , with thofe few of the ten 


‘Tribes that returned amongft them from the Babylonifh captivity. Thefe , 


though we never find chem Again going a whoring after idols( the finne that they 
had paid fo dear for, and had now bought their wit ) yer forgetfull of former both 
beatings and benefits ; Cas children dare, they foon returned to their old fagiti- 
ons practifes of Polygamy, blafphemy, factiledge, defiiement of Divine Worfhip, 
unlawfull marriages, &c. and fo had loft ina manner, the fruit of their fufferings ; 
putting God to his old complaint why fhosld.ye be [munten any more, Sc. and cau- 
fing him to’ figh out, as even fick of them, Ah fofull nation, &e. ‘Reprobate filver 
thall men call them, &c. 


re a ee a 


6o7 a 


Heb. ic. 


Bradford. 
EILTUIRT OU? 


Y Amin 


by Malachi } Heb. by the hand of Malachi, i.e. by his mouth and Miniftery, Pir 


Fad is put for Mouth by a ( atachrefis: becaufe the hand is the /afruiment of ja. 
fruments, as faith the Philofopher. ‘See the like, Exed.9.35+ Nur .4.37,45. Lai. > 


; . eopevoy 
8.11, One Expofitor noteth here, that this expreflion by rhe hand s nfed to teach 3°? 


us, thar Prophets and Minifters muft preach not with their Tongues only, but 
with their hands too: left they be found in number of thofe Pharilees that fay but 

76 Hot that bind heavy burdens, and hard ro be born, spen ot her nens thorslders, but th:y 
then:felves touch them not with one of their fingers, Maing. 354+ Let our hands alfo 
preach as well as our tongues , xe drita fattis deficientibus érnbefeant a AS Tertullian 


Peaketh left talking by the Talent,'and working by the the Ounce, our hands give 
Our tongues the lye. 


9 Malach: | ive. Mine Angel, or an Angelical man. Not an heavenly Angel, 


as 


Opyecyrer, 


ST ee ne ee a, TA SAUE E PRESE ee 


Litera Jod ™ 
fine format me 
men adječk- 
vum, usin 
Nochri alienus 
Chopthi liber. 


AG and Mon. 
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as Origea held: nor as told and taught by an Angel how to deliver and deport him- 
felf in his office ; like as when chat Ż.ubh-gol or voice from heaven came’ to Chrift 
vf.42.23. the people that ftood by and heard it, faid, that # thaniered, others faid, 
uit Angel [pake to hing, ver.29. But either he was fo called by his parents at his birth 
and circumcifion ( as Azgelis Politian::s and others ) or elfe {o firnamed by the good 
people of thofe times; as whofe difpofition, communication, converfation, coun- 
tenance and whole carriage were Angelicall. Chrvfoftom, for like caule , calleth 
Paul, Angelum terreftrent an earthly Angel. And the Authour to the Hebrewes 
fpeaking of thofe faithfull Martyrs that lived and fuffered foon after AZslach’s 
time, he faith Of whem ike world was wor worthy, Heb. 11.38. Meaning, that they 
were fitter to be fet as Angels in heaven, to be fixed in the region of happineffe, to 
fuie fell fair upon the Cælejtial feel as that Martyr faid ) then to abide here among 
finners. Chr yfoftonz in his 55. Tomil vpon Mahew calleth certair religious men 
of his time Angels, for their fanctimony and celeitiall, converfation. And Dr. 
Titlor Martyr blefied God, that ever he came in company with that Asoo! of God 
Foha Br. lord. 
© Vefer Lhave tored ion janis the Lord] Thou haft loved us ( might they reply) 
whilelt we were aulize id obedient. “Vhou beef? thene thar lows thee, Prav. 8.17, 
and fhewek mercy to thoufands of them that love thee and keep thy commande- 
ments, Exed.20. But now thew naft gtterly re ected us, thon are very woth agunjt 
ws. Nay faith God, Zea love vor, to Tremellize renders this Text: fam Jebovals, 
1 change nar, ( hup.3-6. Ido veft inay love, and will feck no further , Zeph. 3.17. 
Surely L reel bath zor beew f orfsken nor Judah of his God, of the Lord of Lofts, tho:gh 
their Lad was filled with (u agunfi the Holy One of Ifrael, Jer. 51.5. Thus it was 
before che captivitie. But how after? See Zich.1.17. The Lord had profetfed 
before, that he had been fore difpleated with their Fathers, verfe 2. and it appears 
vei'.3,4-they were no better then their Fathers: all which notwithftanding, fee a 
fuect promifle, ver.17. Cry yer fayingy Thais {ath the Lord of Hofts, A fy ilies troagh 
projpeviry (ball yer be {pred abroad, avd the Lord (lull yet comfort Zion, aid jhali yee 
chafe Jerufalem. There are four Yersin the Text, and all very gracious ones: to 
fhew, that the fulneffe finne inus doth not abate the fulneffe .of love in God to- 
ward his people. And the fame in effect is thankfully acknowledged by thofe holy 
Levites at their folemn faft, held much about the time ofour Prophet AZziehy, 
Nekem. 9. where they make a catalogue of the many fruits and expreflions of 
Gods love to themfelves and Beir fathers. Befides extraordinary favours not a 
few, he gavethem good Hawes, verzfe 13. good Sabbaths, vefe 14. his good fpirit 
toinftruct them, 20. He forfook them not when they dealt proudly againft him, 
16,17- but crowned them with outward ‘comforts, 21,25. afflicted them when 
they provoked him, 26,27. fent them Savicurs when they cryed to him, 27. after 
often revolts, was often intreated, 28. with-held hisworft and coniuming judge- 
ments for a long time,30,32. And was there not love in allthis? Might not God 
well fay, Z have loved you ? Ribera thinks there is an Apofiopefis in the words, as if 
God would have faid more: but very grief breaks off his fpeech, out of a deep 
fenfe of their deteftable ingratitude. David hath fuch an abrupt expreflion, Pad. 
116.1. [love: becanfe the Lord hath heard my voice. Such a pang, fuch a pailion 
he felt, chat he was not able to fay, Z leve the Lord, but / love, and fo*breakes off 
abruptly. The like whereunto may here be conceived of God ; who cannot en- 
cure to have his love loft, his grace undervalued, as it was by thefe obitreperous 
Queftionifts,who put him to his proofjas thofe did, Fer-2.25. - 
yet ye fay, wherein haft thou loved us| Their late captivity and calamity fo ftuck 


3 


- ftillin their ftomacks, that they could not fee wherein he had fhewed them any 


love. But had they confidered D.izic/s weekes, they mighthave known that ( be- 
fides their fice election, all bleffings Rowing therefrom, as certe 3.4. 5.) for their 
feventy years captivity, they had feven feventies of years granted them afterwards 
for the comfortable enjoyment of their own countrey. Sed grao guod donatur, 
deperditur, faith Seneca. And Amare won redamanten: eft amoris impendia perderc, 
faith Hierome. AIFs loft that is Jaid cut upon gn unthankfull people, who-devoure 
Gods beft bleffings as bruit beafts their prey ; haunch them upand fwallow them, 
as {wine do fwi! : bury them as the barren earth doth the feed : ufe them as homely, 


as 


Cusp the Prophecie of Malachi. ay 


Ne eet ea ee ee ee, 
as Reche did her fathers gods, which fhe laid among the liter ne fatuo. 
yea, fighting ugainft God with his own weapons (mercies I sa ; A Be 
did againii febarain wich his own meffengers, as David dida ain C i Feb 
bis own fword, as Pesne againft Abd with thar life that h F d a a 
ir God had hired them to be wicked &e. Spa en THA oN 
svar nat Ffan Jacobs braber] Did they not both tumble in a be 
not both digved on: oj the [iune pits hewa ont ot the Page 
(as the great Turk, and his brethren born of the fame parents, 
ned to a diadem, thereft co an halter , fo here) Ejan, thou 3 
wasrejected, atieait he was leffe loved (for fo che word 
Cite 29. he Like 14.20. AL. 10.37.) Jeb though the 
(tor Epa was born a manly childe, born with a beard. as fome think, and wa 
therefore called Efire, that is, Fuiigs & perfects pilis, a man already. : ae hs 
a babe) yet was Gods beloved ene. And fo were his potteriry : ae Renate 
Gods choyce, above the Edomites; who were now lett in ea, ee 
) PORAN f S35 f -n captivity ar ioaby tor 
when as the Jews were returned into their own countrey: yea, for å EAER f ee 
and as a teltimony of Godslove to them, were thefe Edomiies THI Held en: ane 
and their land irrepavably ruinated becaufe they thewed themfelves merelle a 
bloody in the day of Jerufaleins calamizy, Odid.t0.15. Plott: ae and 
charged the liraelites, faying, bos [kuli not abhor an Edupnra. TS a 
hes. Passe pier gee : Cae: Jor De is thy éra- 
oer Deut. 23.7. But as Elu began betime to perfecute Fucoh, briftline ac him 
and bruiting him in ther mothers womb Gez. 25.22. fo his pofterity were been 
enemies to the Church , joying in her mifery, and joyning aaa ees : sae 
wherefore thus faith the Lord God, Zw alfa freich ost; weet Pees Praise 
wl ext off man ana belt Fromiu SE ach. 25 1 PIH e 
je: Í loved J web | And preordained him toa crown that never fadeth, cas Pod 
e.poundert: this text R.o72.9.13. of election to eternai life which is the fi i R 
and fureft feal of Gods love. Letusfecure our election (and fo Gods fpe allora 
to our fouk) bythofe two infallible marks 2 7 hef.2.03. Virtk belief na 
that parte-direy and propriety. of affurance. Secondly (oc Bueatisn pt ea He 
tothe obedience of the truth. Andas God lòvéd Iicohs perfon fo he loved fee 
potterity the Ifractites above all other people: not becaufe they were ‘adie 
in number, or better INdipouuon, ex weave fate He. Bur dees fe the Ford ls 
ved vert, therefore he jer hes lave “pon yon, aad choje you, faith dfs D a ita 
the ground of his love was wholly in himfelf; there being nothing ay ee 
thing out of Gods felf, chatcan primarily move, and incline the S aeo 
bie, and omnipotent wile? God. Phe rrue original and firt motive of his ie 
to kis creature ts, the gasd piegfece of bie well. See. Eob.t.5. where all the fourc sine 
of Election are fhewed tu be without us. j Se S 
Terje ze dad hatid Ejani e. loved bhim nerast did 7eob: 7 paffed him be 
andiet him alone to perith in hiscorruption, and for bis fia. And for his pofte. 
rity; whereas they were carried captives by Nebe Didacacar (as Herael aljo was) 
1 have not turned again their captivity, but laid cheir land deiolate - rafed ani 
sharafed their cities and caltles made them an habitation of dragons and devibs - 
and all this as an argument of my deep hatred and utter deteltation of them 
True itis, that Judea lay utterly wafte, during the feventy yeers of their ca tivity; 
the land kept her fabbaths refting from tillage. Upon the Maughter of Ged dab 
all the Jews that were left inthe land fled into Egypt: and Ged kept aie 
empty, and free from invafion of forreiners, untill the retura ofthe Natives our 


ly ? were they 
roc ? and yer 
the eldeft is defti- 
gh the elder, and beire, 
hated is tobe taken, 

younperand weaker 


Iay sur. 


a 


Ed Hit, tid 


e EEA Now it was far otherwife with /damea: the defolation whereof is 
lere deferi ala y 4 ordi t fe 
edo be both total and perpetual, (according to that foretold by Eze- 


chiel Chap. 35. © mount Seir, I will make thee to be mofé dejolaie, or (as the Ezech. 25 2, 


Hebr i hatically a ; ji d7 
ia ee A ney) alinee, and waltnelfe, extreme and /'S- 
recov » orutter ruine befel that countrey, being part 

Araiz Petrea (hence mention of their mountains) and abounding naturally wit! t 

with ferpents, or dragons ; it being in the wilderneffe of this country of Edom 

where the Ifraclites were fo ftung with fiery ferpents: hence it became afterwards a Nam.a:.¢ 

very den of dragons lurking there. i l ii 
Fefe ge Whereas Edem |iuth we are inpoveriked] Or, thretout of honfe asi 


DONE, 


Pee Re 


Sie 
iy ae Naz) 


re i ee 


610 l eAn expofition on 
home, and reduced to extreme indigency: yet wewill return, and build the defolue 
places. Weil do it all, de{pito di Deo (as that prophane Pope faid : } if it be but to 
croffe Gods prediction, and to withftand his power and providence. Thus thefe 
carchen pots will be dafhing themfelves againft the rocks, againft thofe mouz- 
tains of braffe (fo Godsimmutable decrees are called Zech. 6.1. Thus Lamech will 
have the oddes of God feventy to feven (fo Junins interprets it) Gen. 4.24. 
Thus, when God had threatened to’ root out Ahab and his pofterity, he would 
try that : and to prevent it, took more wives, and fo followed the work of gene- 
ration, that he left feventy fons behinds him, 2 Kia, 10.1. Thus Pharaoh (that 
fturdy rebel) holds out againft God to the utmoft, and fends away his fervant 
Mojes, threatning death to him, even then when he was compaffed on all hands 
with that palpable darkneffe. Thus the Philiftin Princes (while fome plagued) ga- 
1 Sam,7. ther themfelves together again againft the humbling Ifraelites ac Mizpeh - and 
forum to meet their bane. Thus the proud Ephraimites /fai.9.10. The bricks in- 
deed, fay they, are fallen down, but we will build it again with hewen ftonese The 
The wilde figtrees are cat dowa , but we will change them into Cedars. Thus the Pha- 
rifees and lawyers rejected the counfel of God againft themfelves Luk, 7.30. yea 
AR.5.39. would needs be found fighters againft God, as Gamaliel truly told them. ‘Thus thofe 
primitive perfecucours would needs attempt to root our Chriftian religion; the 
Jews by the leave and help of /u/iaw, to defpite the Chriftians, would reedifie their 
Job.de Colum. city and Temple, but were hindred from heaven. Orko the Emperour would 
na in Marie makethecity of Rome his Imperial feat (which was long before pointed and 
biffor. painted out for the Neft of Antichtift) but could not effe& it. The Jefuits would 
fain heal che Beafts wounded head, and reeftablifh their kingdom of Idolatry, But 
this they muft never jook for. Chrift fhallraign, and all his foes fhall be his 
footftool; The Romifh Edomites fhall come to ruine. 
thus fath the Lord, They (hall build, but Iwill throw down] Ruit alto culmine 
‘Roma, Babylon the great zs fallen, is fallen: her downfal is fure, fore, and fudden, 
Verfu eris i cineres qual aunguam Rema fuifjes, faid Sibylla of old.* And there was 
fomething furely in that whicly we have read, that when the wars began in 
, Germany Anno 1619.4 great brafle image of the Apoftle Peter (that had Tr 
‘os Petvus@'c. fairely imboffed upon it) itanding in Saint Peters Church at Rome, 
there was a great and mailie {tone fell down upon it, and fo fhattered it to 
pieces, that not a letter of allthat fentence (whereon Rome founds her claime) 
was left whole fo as to be read ; faving that one piece of that fentence eEd:ficabo 
Ecclefiam meam, Iwill build my Church, which was left fair and entire. Surely when 
popifh mountains and Monafteries fhall be defolated and demolifhed, when the 
Pope (who was wont to fay that he could never want mony as long as lie wasa- 
Rev.16,12. ble cohold apeninhis hand) fhall be miferably izpoverifbed, and his Exphrates 
of revenues dryedup, the mountain of the Lords houfe fhall be fet above ali 
the mountains, and the Lord Chrift alone fhall reign in glory: he fhall overrura, 
overtnin, overturn all Antichriftian power and policy: he will utterly deftroy 
thofe crows-ne/ts (as Henry the eighth called the religious houfes that he pulled 


Cuar.. 


Ezek’2r 29. 


Sanderus down) ze iterum ad cobabitandum convolent, eft thofe unclean birds fhould build. 


again. 
they thal! brsld but Iwill deftroy} Ye is the Lord then that both plants and pulsup 
kingdoms, nations and peoples: that makesand deftroyes States publike or private 
at his pleature : they are allinhis hand and done by him, and fall not out by any 
fortune , or fatal revolution, and viciffitude. Daz.2.21. Lak, 1. §2. 
And they foal call them the border of wickedneffe.} Chiefly for their infulting 
„over the people of God in their affliction, Obad. 10. That wicked one, the Pope, is 


grofly guilty of this Edemitifs inhumanity. What feafting and fending ot gifts, 


was there, when the two witneffes were flain ? What joy and jollity when the 
Waldenfes ( thofe ancient Proteftants ) were worfted in battelk? What pro- 
ceffions and bone-firesat Rome upon the news ofthe Parifian maflacre ? Thxa- 
nus telsus , thatthe Pope canfed it tobe painted in his Palace :.and that the Car- 
dinal of Lorrain gave him that brought tke firft ridings of it to Rome, thirty thou- 
fand crowns fora reward. I dothe rather parallel the Edomites and Romifts, be- 


caufe the Rabbins ufually by Edom, underftand Rome : andthe Thargum renders O 
eanghter 


b, O wicked Rome, “which 


famous and ` 


a people was Amalek, with whom God (laid his hand his thr 
{wore that he would have perpetual war for their ill tise of his Tal Fed ne 


they : Sad was fent to make an utter end of them J. 
faled of doing it, God ftirred up the Simecnites 4 "Hesekiah depts 

pthe Simeonites in Hezekiah’s dayes to {mit 
reftofthe Amadtkites that were efcaped, 1 Chron. 4. Lo The tke. ieee 


fhall fall ; iflate, yet farely, yet fealonably. He that faith’, Vengeance is mike , I 


hea pipe are perpetual. ~: 
erje 5. And your eyes foal fee.| The righteous foal fee and fear and fall =x. 
Ae ded bim, and fay, Lo, this is the dai dct, faid Pa, of Das the Bamia Palga ° 
; n $ c fame is here promifed by God to his people asa pledge ofhislove, and a 
Pa priviledge: Others fhpuld hitfe at Edom, ahd fay by way of by-word 
i v8 & the border of wickednefs , Sic. ` burthe faints fhonld make more of it Ç a 
a can fuck honey out of a flower, fo cannot a fiye) they fhould bufio their eyes => 0 
had aid = work of z Lord; yea they fhould fo ponfider the operation of bis Iai s. 12. 
at ay pau > Let the Lord be magnified: Blefed be the glory of the Lord Pal 35.27: 
Ai e prate. God hath delivered me.out of all trouble, faith David, and mine Ezek.3.12. 
y ie feen his defire upon mine enemies. The Ëdimires tood lodking on, and 
ag ing at the,//raedites deftruction, Obad. 12. 13.. Gaod faw this and it difpleafed 
het A as he is wondrous fenfible of theteaft indignity done to his‘ people) He 
fan sath payes them home „in their own coyn, and romifeth his Ifraet that chey 
of che ee they {eethe vengetrtees they thal swath their feetin the blood Pral.s8.r0, 
ae nes; become more’cantélous by their juft deftruction. Leara we 
_. Firfty To have our-éyes open i poh'thejud tme of God “whether p 
rah pl hee that iothing of thn tfatuire pa: ts yfetyaric n Tien we jee 
so z nounced , I/a. 5. 12. and be made. éyahlofes to' others, Bedaufe we 
otbe warned’ by the example óf'others. ‘Sodoms ahd Gomorrah ate thrown Lege hiftoriam 
forth ne fias,piftoria. 


bleda the in- 
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ih Prope of Malachy. aj — 


k. mesiu. forth ( as Saint Jude hath it) for an example; fuffering the vengeance of eternal t 7 6&6 I 
: Jude 7. BS Herodotas faith, That the ruines and rubbifh ofT7oy are fet forth ee ari ex- the Lor. fee i Fs not he thy Father (andis not be by headed 
: apg ample ofthis rule, That National fins bring national plagues , and that God great. meta pea fees hath bought thee? Hath he not made theeyand efai, ; he on ay 
E fupplicias >, ly punifheth great offences. Let him that looketh upon me,learn to fear God. Thefe $ ee? pA enot ¢ more then all thar) adopted and accepted thee for ki phi z 
: Euè ne óptov words were engraven upon the ftanding picture of Sensackerib ( after that God egerne t ae unto a lively hope by the refarre@ion of Jefùs Chi M f S 
t quarli ésa. had by an Angel flain his. Army, and ient him back with hame to his own coun- a thy aise mee in thy finnes, then the which thou canit nie chufe IT Pet.r.g 
: ` trey) as ' ifieth. on: 
, trey) asthe fame Herodotus teftifieth. . : I fhould have both love from thee : AF irene what more equal then thar 


. Secondly , Learn we how far forth we may look upon the overthrow of the 
wicked with delight : viz. Notas our own private,but as Gods profefled enemies. 
Not fimply for their ruine, butasit is a clearing of Gods glory, and of our integri- 
. ty. Pfal.9. 16, x Sam. 25.39- Not out of private revenge, but pure zeal for 
God and his caufe. 1 fay pare zeal : for it is difficult to kindle and keep 

ss pik the fire of Zeal, without all fmoke of finifter and felfe-re- 


micable fear, and a reverent love, tho vants , that they yield unto himan a. 
i ? e, that they look at once upon hi P 

verity, Rom. 11.12.and fo call God Father that nee apon his bounty and fe- 
journing herein fear: that they fear God and rape els oe ale i gc en 
they fee nothing but vifions of love and me: Fes 


out , How dreadful is this place 2 


q ects. aoe. l There is me 
o. p And ye foal fey, The Lord will be magnified, &a.| Or, The Lord hath magni- be fe oe O Pril W ; i RT with thee that shon mayjt Pial 130.4 
5 on : ; D.: He x g rsejts i . 
fied himfelf, i. e. hath declared himfelf. mightily to be a great King above all Gods, me inliea GFL eae E a ee upon as the chicf of my children, given 


Exod.18.11 by executing judgement upon thefe Grandees of the earth; and making out, that 1» 
the thing wherein they dealt proudly,he was above them. H. nce it is that praife waite 


j and holineffe of li indi 
sSam.12.28 eth for God in Zion, his Name is great in Ifrael. He is fent unto (as fometime Zo- K cof life, vindicate my 


re the people. Singular holinefle js. 


ab {ent to David , cocomeand take the city of Rabbub) rotake the glory of all j $ e fpiri EA 
their deliverances and vi@tories. Nor unto us, Lord, not unto us, fay they , but Pie T quince inthe fanduary were double eo aoe Eee 7 to with for, as 
totby Name bethe praife.. Hnniades would not own or accept the peoples applaus exet, cubit, xc. Minifters are called Angels, and they muft walle E te 
Twkbiff-  fesand acclamation’, but afcribed alltoGod. So did our Henry the fift at the bat- fi nomen oe crimen immane , left God renew his old complaint agai > He 
drop. tl of Agincourt, where he won the day. He would not admit his broken Crown, b People rahe canfed them toerre, Ifa. 9.16. It was the complaint of p eee 
Speed 799° or bruifed Armour to be born before him in fhew (which are the ufual enfigns of Chur N that there was PO notorious wickednetfe committed į h pe Fo the 
war-like triumphs.) He alfo gave frait order that no ballad or fong fhonld be fi urc k cas prima origo a facerdotibus non dependeat, the firft begir e Catholick tm hift, Aufiri- 
made or fung , more then of thankfgiving to the Lord for his happy vi&ory ilr enot from Church-men, Jobn Hus cryes out of the priefts Ot Re where- aca, 
and fafe return,ec. So our Edward the third after his victory at Poiétiers (where wlta que illi ordinem dicunt 8c, Many of thofe things tha us time, 
Dan. ror i . ifn E oforder, have brougheall things i 2 ings that they call by che name 
Polya.Virg. betook the French King prifoner, dno 1356. )tovk {peedy order by Simoi:, Arch- : hi reo gnc all things in Chriftendom ont of order. Corne Lins à Me Bel. Huffit.p.9 
lib.19. Bifhop of Canterbury, that eight dayes together fhould be {pent in magnifying the ae wok hie: ar ag way bewaileth it, that the ignorance and Shan 
ities f S. ‘ i e 
Lord from the border of England. We alfo have iale fie can hi given occafion to Luthers herefie tofpread the farther. 


From the borders of Ifragl. | Or, from beyond the borders of Ifrael; viz. through. 
‘out the wide world. The Saints have large hearts, and cou:d bereem the Lord 
much more praife and fervice then they have for him. They would praife him infi- 


BIBL 43:2 : Shee - nase ae sent at vention, Zet the font. ini sare very bafe. For pre~ 
Pfal.48.10.  nitely, and according ta his excellent greainefs, filling up'the di@tanceas it were,and > e fonds of miniffers be purer then the Sun-bea eOr pre 
Pal. 103. calling inall the hes they can get, of Angels, men, arean olk and infenfible crea- pan be; and Jer their lives be fo tsblaruesblepiarag ceca’ eae ne the, 
tures, as David did Gc. ` l : per Paa a, liee. A O EEVI 
Verfe 6, A fon honoureth bis father.| Heb. will honour bis father, Nature teac ó E my name ‘his is the crimethe i y 
eth him this leffon, to petal father. Pater ef fi pater As effer,faid the young ped ike Aes had not honoured Godas a Father, Pe e Mater? sale 
Geolzpésioe Manin Terence ;It is my father,I muft not crofle him. Our parents arc our bonfbold me ay ad defpifed and flighted him. Nottodo Gog right , i A there- 
Hierocl. >- Gods, faid another heathen, and to haveall poffible refpe& from us. To God and hi ong s not to reverence him, is to rob him; not to bleffe him is ps fo nici 
our parents, faith Arifforle, we can never make recompence. There is no nation ai fob. 1.5 . That san excellent faying of Fulgentius, Deum fi ‘quis : pene 
fo barbarous ‘that acknowledgceth not this natural axiom,, A fon muft honour his DR ehea > hujus qui non memorat beneficentiam, anget es AFIN MEHE, 
“father , and a fervant hismaffer 5 as Eleazar did Abraham; the Centurions fer- a ae God but a little, flights him overmuch and he that maketh t +f. : who- , 
© %a@-dvv%. vants him, by being at his beck and check inall things. Servs eff nomen officii; A f p a An ofhis bounty; doth him a great deal ofinjury. The vei not honour- 
_. fervant isnot one that moveth abfolutely of himfcif: but he isthe mafters inftru- o o h the not facrificing to him, is a crime, Mal.3.18. Eeclef-g igs ferving 
"ment, and wholly his faith Avifferce: and therefore oweth him all love, reve- ter, x hve flubbered fervice, a corrupt factifice ? There isa contempt Ghain 
`., .xence and obedience, as if he were many Mafters inone: the word here ufed for How. ichis worfe then a bare neglect: and difpleafing fervice is douk dih ie 
i Mafter, is plural, Now from this Principle in nature thus laid down, the Lord Se nce the prefent conteft with thofe greafie priefts that defpifed God REN 
tacitly acenfeththem = ` i k thera aah it, Te that effeem my name at a low rate that mifi vie, C. Te 
Firft, Of Ingratitude for his great love to them, evinced and tvidénced in the i fani tranflateth it). chat-have bafe and bald conceits ofme and Ait it, ( asthe P S 
former verfes. = Se: oh peste, Majeftick Name. (as Tertullian termeth it) that take me ti ie acs ie 
| . Secondly , Of contempt caft npon him and his fervice : as appeareth » : s under the nameand notion of an infinite Highnefle , the g not mto your uk. we 
| © O fickt, by the application of ‘that natural law’ confirmed by the cuftom of all coun- our file ey ae i the be world.” Our fafeft eloquence pissin ee 4S 
! tries. , oo. aa i ; > atha Stocker: But if we take in bané ny thing ofhim Ny 2 
-Jf then d he a father, &c.] As you commonly call me, and claim me, Ter. 3- 4- j abel tam plenè Deum fignificansus ( faith fae a: Man ofhim, Nøis vo- 
Toba, 41- We have one Father, even Ged. And you havc been long fince taught th de ram pretendunt, We can fer forth God {ofall ‘by n K ane? Jre tgnoranti= 
‘oto éoby Afan anad liy whacrghe Teoma to beyour Fahey thoughwith f hat efornk our ignorance af hs egeleny, The oe heey ee 
aS aie a k pe 5 f i aa ee SIE : 
„ -An exprobrátion of your deteftable undutifulneffe Dens, 32-6, Do ze thas regni ar by their Fpiter, owt of the tieer dread and reverence of his tate, for. 


are to ion hi 
Mention him. “The Jews would notpronounce the name Jehovah, here Sidas. 
Fff ufed 
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ufed in the text. The firft among the Chriftians that pronounced Fzhovah, was 
Petrus Galatizus, following the pronuntiation ofthe Syriacks and Greeks. If ac 


Pfaltxt. any time we take Gods holy and reverend Name into our thoughts, and ( truly we 


` fhould think of him almoft at every breath we draw , according to that Ler every \ 
Pfaliso. reath praife the Lord ) Remember to think of God as of One at all to be thought of ; 
as one whofe Wifdom ishis Juftice, whofe Juftice is his Power, whofe Power is 
his Mercy,and all bimfelf, Good without quality, great without quantity , Everla~ 
fting without time , Omniprefent without place,containing all things without ex- 
tent, &c. Thisisto magnifie God, to make roomth for him in our hearts, and 
the contrary is, to de/pife his name. 

And ye fay wherein have we despifed thy Name? Loe, the impudencie of thefe 
frontleffe Hypocrites. They traverfe their aceufation, ftand upon their juftificati- 
on, and put God to his proofs. How ordinary is ic with people ftill, co palliate their 
finnes and plead their innocencie ? Hof.12.8. In all my labours, they {hall find none 
iniquity in me : that were fin, that were a foul bufinefs. But men have learned to 
draw a fair gloffe upon a foule hand, to cafta colour, asthe Calf-fith doth, to de- 
ceive the fifher-man : to hide their finnes as Adam, Fob 31.33. by down right de- 
nyall as did Cainy Gehexi; eAn.inias and Saphira, or elfe by excufing and extenua- 

Gen.49 ting, as Saul, 1 Sam.16.20,21. Orat leat by a fenfeleffe filence, not acknowleg- 
yap ag ing their finnes, or being affected with them ; but rather ont facing, as Jadas, Joh» 
ay 13.31. with Mat. 2.24. Sinne and fhifting came into the world together, and {o's 
they continue. Satan knowes there’s no way to purge the fick foul but upwards: 
therefore he holds the lips clofe, that the heart may not difburden itfelf, and have 
cafe, Prov.28.13. 

Verfe 7. Ye offer polluted bread spon mine altar | Bread, that is, Sacrificesand Ob- 
lations( fo Rabbi David expounds it out of Levit, 21. 6. and Levit. 3.3. and Num. 
28.2.) For the Hebrews call all kind of meat by the name of bread, though it be flefh 
of Oxe,Lamb,or Goat,offered in facrifice to God, whom they made account that 

Pfal.go.13 they feafted in their facrifices. Hence that of the Pfalmift in the perfon of God, 
will I eat the flefh of Bulls, or drink the blond of Goates ? Now the bread was reckoned 
polluted when it was neither lawfull, nor acceptable, but prohibited, and therefore 
abhorred ; as much every whit, as Ezekiels bread prepared with mans dung , Cap. 4. 
13. of which he faith, verfe 14. Ah Lord God, behold my foul hath not been polluted: 
neither ever came there abominable fiefh into my mouth. What facrifices God shad 
flatly forbidden, fee Levit.22.20,21,22,&c. Take we heed that we defpite not the 
Lord with feeming honours : we pollute him with our facrifices, whiles either for 
the matter of chem, we prefent him with will-worfhip ; as thofe ofold that facrifi- 
ced their children ( in a foolith imitation of Abrahams offering his foune Zfzzc ) and 
the Papifts at this day in their unbloody facrifice for the living and the dead, and 
many other unwarranted fopperies. Or elfe, when for the manner, devotion is 
placed more in the mafly materiality ofthe outward works, then purity ofthe heart, 
from which they proceed. This made God complain, Zfai. 1. that all his five 
fenfes, nay his very foul was offended and vexed at their hypocriticall performan- 
ces, verfes 11,1251 3,14,1§. their very incenfe ( that pretious perfume ) that was 
made up of fo many fweet fpices, and pure frankincenfe {tank in his noftrils. Gods 
fharp nofe eafily difcerns, and is offended with the ftinking breath of the hypocrites 
rotten lungs, though his words be never fo fented and perfumed with fhews of he- 
lineffe. Never did the five cities of the plaine fend up fuch poifonous vapours to 

God , as the prayers and other performances of a corrupt and carnall perfon. 
. And God, not able to abide thefe ill fents, fends down upon fuch, a counterpoyfon 
of fire and brimftone. Good actions from bad men difpleafe: as a man may {peak 
good words, but we cannot hear them, becaufe ofhis ftinking breath: and as we 
abhorre to taft ofa dainty difh,if brought. to table by ʻa foul nafty iloven that hath 
been tumbling in a jakes or wallowing in a quagmire. . The very Heathens, as they 
were very curious in the choice of their facrifices, that.they were every way found 
Procalbine and of the beft, fo they carefully fhyt out all profane perfons: the Prieft cryed out 
efteprofani. | vis Tid who is here ? thofe that were prefent at the factifice anfwered,woanci T 230507 


Erafm, tdags . 


Prefat: fearches 


` 7è aipem here are many,& thofe all good men. And henca.it was that Jebs fees and 
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thebeft- Solon the Athenian Lawgiver appointed, that their facrifices fhould be Carela isa 
chofen and feletted: that the facrificers fhould purifie themielves fome dayes before, pea. 


among any people ,- unleffe it be among the Papifts ( of whom perhaps they learned Spec. Europ. 


dancing in the middeft of che Church: fingingin the mean time fongs too immo- Heyl. Geg. 


£ Cor. 11.27. 


Inflit. of the 
Sacr.lib.s. cap. 
3. Se- §, 
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without due preparation to the Lords fu er, are guilty of pollutirg Ged: holy 
things, and of crucifying afrefh the Lobi glery, Sarg lEn to naay fee! 
Dum cnim facramenta violantur, ipfe czjus funi Sacramenta, vielatur, faith Hie- 
rome. When the Sacraments are violated, he alfo, v hofe the Saciamente are, is 
no leffe violated. And as thefe inthe test are faidto fokute God, in that they of- 
fered polluted facrifices, though they never touched Ged himfelf: fo onworth 
Receivers are guilty of the Lords body and blosd, although they never torched ci. 
ther his body or blood with their impure mouthes, They areas very Kil-Ch ifls 
as Fadas was in a proportion: Andlook whatfoever blafphemies, irrifions, {corns 
contumelies, reproaches, the mifcreant Jews belched ferth, and piscited cor po- 
rally againft Chrift, the fame are {piritually repeated and iterated by the unworthy 
Receiver: who polluteth the very outward clements that he toucheth, and fo 
offereth indignity to Chrift whom they reprefene: like as he that doth rent de= 
face, trample under foot, and villanoufly abufe the image, feal, or Letters Patents 
ofa Prince or State, is guilty of hightreafon: fois it kere: “the Donarifts that 
caft the holy Elements to dogs, did it to the difgrace of C hrift : and.by a juft judg- 
ment from him, were themfelves afterward devoured of dogs. Dr. Afortonre- 
ports a ftorv of his own knowledge, of ene Sr. Booth a Batchelor of Arts in St. 
_fobns Colledge in Cambridge,who being Popifhly affected,ac the time of the Cem- 
munion took the confecrated bread, and forbearing to eate it, convei'd and keptit 
clofely for a time, and afterwards threw it over the Colledge wall. Buta fhort 
time after, not enduring the torment of his guilty confcience, he threw himself 


headlong over the battlements of the chappel: and fome few heurs after, ended ° 


his life. God feemethto fay of every one that commeth to th 


€ {upper of hic fon 
as fometime Solomon faid of Adoniah, Lf be will foew himfelf a sor bby nan, there 


- Jall not an bair of him fall to the earth : but if wickedneffe hall be found in bin, 


Gen, 3. 


Pfal.1 39.2: 


Exod. 5.1. 


be foal die 1 King. 1.52. 

in that ye fay, The table of the Lord is contemptible} Gods infinite patience in 
vouchfafing not only to reply to thefe malapert Priefts, bue thus to rejoyne, and 
toapprove the Affumption of the lat Syllogifme, which they fo fhamelefly deny- 
ed, is much to be admired. How juftly might he have antwered them with 
blowes inftead ofarguments: and have dealt with them as he did with Pharaoh 
that fturdy rebel, that proudly asked, who is the Lord ? Hereunto God madea 
large reply by a great many plagues, one after another, till Phar.:ob was forced to 


anfwer himfelf, The Lord ss righteons, but I and my people am wicked. Andas’ 


Gods patience appeareth in his proceeding with thefe Priefts in the text, fo his wif- 
dome too; in his thus inftancing in particulars of their fins that he might the fooner 
evict them, and bring them toa faving fenfeand fight thereof. Thus he deale 
by our firft parents in paradife : and afterwards by Cain. Whereas, without any 
more adoe, the Lord God faid unto the ferpent, Becanfe thon baft dene this. curfed 
art thon @c. He was not fo muchas queftioned, or convinced, becaufe God 
meant him no mercy: but prefently doomed, becaufé of meer malice he had 
offended. l 

Je have faid] i. e. ye have thought, as Pfa. 32. 5. and30. 7. andasgoodye 
might have fpoken out: for I hear the language of your hearts : Tunderftend yout 
thoughts dong before, or at agreat diftance. . . 

the table of the Lord) that is, the Altar of burnt offerings See Ezek, 41. 22. 
which is therefore called « tab/e, becaufe by their facrifices God did as it were 
feaft the Lord, as is above noted. Andas God prepared the Ifraclites a table is the 
Walderneffe, fo they alfo (ina fenfe ) prepared hima table: Hence Mofes tells 
Pharaoh, that they majt go to keep a feal? to the Lord. And how God accepted of 
their kindneffe,See Hof. 9. 10. I found Ifrael, faith He, iske grapes ix the wilder- 
sefe: which, to a wearied parched traveller, how welcome are they? And 
how the good foule ftill entertaineth her Chrift, as Ether once did Ahafuereph 
at the banquet of wine, is fweetly fet forth in many paflages of Solomons fong. See 
cap. 1. 12. with the Note. o : 

s contemptible] Or, lightly fet by. Some are poor and cannot: ‘others are 
prophane and care not to cover Gods Altar with their factifices, Hence the whole 
miniftery is fighted, becanfe impoverifhed. For ad -tensitatem beneficiornm, 
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by Prolemy Philadel ph to Eleazar the Jews high-Prieft,or that coftly communicn- 
tablethat had in it all the riches of land and fea, offered up by 7a/tinizn in the tem- 

yle of Sophia in Conftantinople. ae , 
Fer. 8.And if ye offer tke blind for facrifice œc. ] Their prophaneife in polluting 
Gods Altaris here further evinced and evidenced. a, By the Ilegallity oftheir prac- 
tife, whiles they offered the blind and lame as good enough for fucha contemptible 
Altar.2. By the incivility and indecency thereof; whileft they prefented that coche 
Empereur of che world, that they would have been afhamed or afraid to prefent 
to fome petty Prince, that had any power to punifh fach an affront, The Law for 
facrifices fee Levit, 22. 20. Dest. 15. 21. A blind facrifice he offercth, who 
worfhippeth he knoweth not what lob. 4. 22. that is, to feek, and grope in the 
dark, Ait. i7. when they yeeld not the obedience of faib, bring not to Godan 
intelligible reafouable fervice, fuch as whercof they can render a found reafon ont 
ofthe word of God; who binds us not to any blind obcdience, as the Popith 
‘Padres‘do their Novices. And yecthe moft people are to this day wofully to 
feek for the warrant of their worfhips ; resting on that old Popith rule, to follow 
the drove, and beleeveas the Church beleeves. As at Ephefus ( fo in our Church- 
affemblics ) the more part knew not wherefore they were come together, They wii 
fay in gencrall,to ferve God. But who heis, how to be ferved, wherein andin 
whom tobe ferved, they know nor. There ising printed ‘fermen a memorable 
{tory of an old man, above threefcore, who lived and died ina pith, where 
there had been preaching almoft all his time. ‘This man was aconttant hearer as 
any mightbe, and feemed forward in the love oi the word. On his death-bed 
being queftioned by a minifter touching his faith and hopein God, he made thefe 
ftrangeanfwers. Being demanded what he thought of God? he anfwered that 
he was a good old man. And what of Chrift ? that he wasa towasrdly yong 
youth. Andofhis foule, that it was a great bone in his body. And what fhonld 
become of his foule after he was dead ? That if he had done well, he fhould be put 
into a pleafant green meddow. Thefe anfwers aftonifhed thote that were prefent 
to think how it were poilible for a man of good underitanding, and one that in his 
dayes had heard at the leaft two or three thoufand fermens: yer upon his death- 
bed in ferious manner thus to deliver his opinion, in fuch main points of Religion, 
which infants and fucklings fhould not be ignorant of; But we may be fire this 
man isnotalone: there be many hundreds whofe gray haires fhew they have had 
time enough to learn more wit, who yet are in cafe to befetto their A. B, C. 
againe for their admirable fimplicity in matters of religion. Blind they are, and 
blind facrifices they offer: neyeronce opening their eyes rill death ( if then) as 
Pliny reporteth of the Mole ; but alwayesrooting and digging in the carth, as if 

thorough the bowels of it they would dig themfelvesa new way to hell. 

is it not evil? | Or, asfome read it, Je zs not evil. q. d. “tis good enough, 
and may ferve turn wellenough. Or thus, /¢ zs aot evi//in your opinion, who 
rather then you would lofe any gaine, fay, Melins eft ill quam Nil (tis Ofianders 
_ rime ) better that which isilland bad, then nothing atall. But they which count 
all good fifh that comes tonet, will in the end catch tke devill and all. The fenfé 
is much clearer in the interrogative, Js te not evild? It is, Itis: and therefore 
{tudioufly to be declined and avoided, as poyfon in your meat, or a ferpenr in your 
7 Fff3 Ways 
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Thefl.s.22, Way, Abftain from all appearance of evill, faith that great Apoftle: how much blind and che lame Jebufites when they had fecured themfelves in the ftrong hcd E 
' , more fromall apparant evils, fuch as ftare you in the face, and arefo directly cons of Zion, infulted over David, as if he could nor come in thither, though hedid his 2 Sam.5,6,7 : 
trary to the plain word of God ? Such are fins with an accezt > Wickedneffe with utmolt to get intothem: the very blind and lame there inclofed fhould be able to d 
a witneffe, great trantgreflions Pfal. 19. 13. : > withftand him. But both their hold and their hope deceived them. Neverthel: fc, 
and sf ye offer the lame and langui ing | He offers the lame that brings his facri- faith che Text, David took the ftrong-hold of Zion, the fame is the city of David. 
fice with awicked mind, Pro. 21. 27. as Balac and Balsam did Nem. 21. 1, 2, Bur they that get into the Rock Chritt Jefus, fhall neve be vifited of evil, nor dil- Deo confift | 
that walks notevenly before the Lord, and with an upright foot Gea. 17. 1. that appointed of tbeir hopes: bre of Weak they foall be made Strong, Heb. 11.34. able 2r nquam:con 
halts between two opinions, asthe people did 1 K ing. 18.21, inter cælum, ter. to prefent their bodiesa lively (not a languifhing ) facrifice, holy, acceptable un- fihi 
ramque penduli hanging betwixt heaven and carth, as Metcors ; uncertain whe- to God, Rem. 12.16. they fhall doall things thorough Chrift which ftrensthenerh 
ther to hang or fall. Such were Ecebolas, Baldwin, Spalateafis, Evafmits duel hiG, them, Philip, 4.13. : 
Cyprian calleth fuch ancspites, palpatores temporum, in hvitate tantum confiantes, Offer it now unto thy Governonr') Be it but fome petty Provinciall Prefident, 
doubrfull-minded men. St. James calleth them donbie-minded men, unftable in ali fome Duke of Venice, or Defpot of Servia. Jacob can tell, that che Lord of Egypt 
Jam. r8. their wayesy as heis that ftands on one leg, or asa howle upona {mvorh table. will look for a prefent : and therefore biddeth his fonnestake of the beft fruits in the RA 
Bradforls But wnat faid that Martyr? If God be God, follow him : if the Mafie beGed, lee land is their veffels, and carry down the mana prefent, a little balme, and a little Meee 
letters. him ihat will, fee it, heare it, and be pretent at it, and go tothe devill with ir, honey; [pices and myrrhe, wuts and almonds, of every Sood thing fomewhat, though 
Rev. 3.1q- Bur let him do what he doth, with all his heart. God cannot abide thefe Neuter- it were the leffe: for to do much, it was nort in the power of their hands ; but fec 
paflives , I woxld thou wert either hot or cold. ) He requires to be ferved truly that that it be of the beft, faith He. The poor Perfian that met Artaxerxes with a band- 
there be no halting, and totaly, that there be no halving. To halt between two fullof water, out of the river Cyr#s, went away well rewarded. So did the gar- 
opinions, to hang in futpence, tobe in religion as idle beggars arc in their Way, diner that prefented the Duke of Burgundy with a rape-reor, becaufe it was the 
ready to ¢ which way foever the ftaft falleth, how hateful isit ? When fome beft they were able to do. Semblably, the Almighty takes any thing well aworth 
teok Chrill for Ioh» Baptift fome for Elis fome for feremius, But whom fay you that from thofethat are willing indeed, bur alaffe, not able to bring a better prefent. Fow 
[I am? faid our Saviour:to teach us that Chrift hates to have men ftand doubtful and aad performe ( faith He) nto the Lord your God: bring prefears usto him, thet 
adhere to nothing certainly:to have them as mills fit to be driven about by the devil ought tobe feared, Pfal.76.11. Say not, | fear to prefent, becaufe I have nothing 
with every wind of doétrine:or as hunting dogs betwixt two hares,running afloon -> worthy of him. Send a lamb tothe Ruler of the earth, Efay 16.1. Or, if thou haft 
aiter chis,affoon after that ; and fo lofing both. This for point ofjudgement: Ard nota lamb, offer a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons : but fee they be 
for matter of practife, the foule is well carried, when neither fo becalmcd that it young, and that thy lamb be the beft in thy fold, and it thal! be accepted. Every 
moves not when it fhould,not yet rofed with tempefts to move diforderly.’ A wife - man cannot do as Solomon did at the dedication of the Temple: when he offered + King.8.63 
mans courfe is of onc colour, like it telf:he is bomo quadratus a fquare {tone fet into two and twenty thoufand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thoufand fheep: Or, 
the fpirituall building 1 Pet.2.7.he is Semper idem as Jofeph was ;no changling „bur as great Alexander, of whom Pliny reporteth, that in his childhood when he threw 
onc and the fame in all places and eftates of life: his feet land in an even place (as incenfe upon the Altar in great plenty , his Schoolmafter checkt him for fo doing; 
Davids did Pfa. 26. 12. ) that is, in an equall tenour. Uniformity and ubiqui- and bade him facrifice on that fort when he had conquered the incenfe-bearing 
ty of obedience are fure figues of his fincerity : when godlinetle runs thorough his countreys, apd nottillthen. Alexander when he had {ubdued Arabia remembred 
whole life, as the woof runs thorough the warp. Bureche legs of the lame are not his School-mafter, and prefented him with a fhip laden with frankincenfe : largely 
equal! faith Solomon Pro. 26. 7. Vhe bypocrites life is a crooked life, he rurzeth exhorting him to ipare for no coft, when he facrificed to the gods. Bur no man 
Phal, 125.5- fide to hes crooked wages, faith David, as the crabfith goes backwards: or asthe muft come before the Lord empty-handed: if itbe but an handfull or two of fiour, 
Planets though hurried from Eaft to Welt, yet by a retrograde motion of their or a corn or two of falt. So the Athenians thought che gods would be well-pleafed Lev.s.¢,rz, 
own, fteal their paffage from Welt to Eaft. It’sa crooked life when all the parts with a poor man, if he offered but meal; efpecially if he could mingle it with oy] 12 & Tas 
of the line ofa mans life be not ftraight before God ; when helifteth not zp the and wine: for they held that every man was bound to bring his beft, and notto be Cafaub, y 
. hands that hang downy and the feeble knees, and maketh Straight paths for his fret, left bafe in faving charges in this cafe. Hence it was, that when che famous Artificer Theoph. 
ie Secale that which is lame be turned out of the way, and not rether healed and rectified, or Phidias advifed them to make the ftatue of Minerva rather of marble then of ivory. Schoviaft. 
SEAP ~ fit torights, asthe Apoftles wordfignificth. Thars a fick {oule that is not right 1. Becaufe it was more durable: this paffed with allewance. 2. Becaufe leffe 47i*P- 
fet for heaven: and that’s a gafping devotion, a fanguifhing facrifice that leancth chargeable: at the mention hereof with infinite indignation they commanded him 
not upon Chrift, and that is noc quickened by his fpirit, fitly called by the Apc- -  filence. Their meat-offerings were to be found and without blemith, whether it 
itle, a fpirit of power, and of love, aad of a found mind 2 Tim. 1. 7- Surely as a rota were an ox, fheep, goat, fwine, calf. The more wealthy did caft frankincente on g 
ten rag hath no ftrength, {van unfound mind hath no power to do oughr that may the altars: and in their blind devotion, thought they could hardly ove: doin Vide Pollucezn, 
1 pleafeGod. Fruftra nititur qui Chrifto non tanititur, faitha Father. He lofceks honour of their dunghill-deities. What then fhal! become of thofe bafe wretches f.i. 
his labour that leaneth norupon Chrift ( who is the power of God and the wifdome amongft us, that think every thing too good for God, too much for his Minifters > 
of God ) that leaneth not wholy upon him, but will needs have one leg upon the - that ftudy to beat down the price of heaven, and will not deal except they may 
earth, and the other upon the water, as thit Angel in the Revelation: one foot have it under foot ? eae 
upon the folid ground, and the other upon a quagmire: thatreftupon Chrift, but Will be be pleafed with thee ?] I trow not. The Vulgar rendersit, Si placuerit, 
asa part-Saviour, as Papifts: or truk to him, as the Apricock tree that beaneth &c. If it pleafe him, or if he accept thy perfon: g.d. then let me never be be- 
againtt the wall, but it’s faft rootedin the earth: fo fome ftem to lean upon Chrift leeved. But the other reading is better, and more agreeable to the Original. 
in their performances, but are rooted (mean-while ) in the world, in pride, fij- : Or accept thy perfon? | Heb, Accept thy face, thet whores forehead of thine, 
thineffe &c. Ory laftly as the Ivy, which though it clafp about the oak and draw- hatchet with fo much i mpudence, that thoudareft bring him a worfe prefent, when ; 
cth much from it, yet brings forth all its berries by vertue ofitsown root. Tbes thou haft a better at hand, but holdeft it too good tor him. Araunab, though a 2 Sam.24,27 
hypocrites alfo offer facrifice, but its a fick facrifice, becanfeiris from themfelves fubje@, yet a a king, he gave untothe king, oxen for facvifice, and threfhing in- 
andinthemfelves: they do all in their own {trength, tharis, in their own weak- ftruments for wood. And although David accepted of his courtefie, but not of 
Ha. 30.7, neffe. For our Strength is to fir fill, andto work our felves into the Rock of agcs. his coft, yet God hath crowned him and chronicled him for his munificence, Z. acy. 
fa. 26.4, Truft ye in the Lord for ever s for inthe Lord Pekowah sseverlaftizg Preagth, The 9.7. Ekron, tharis, the barbarous people of Palettina, Aall be as the Febæhte, thart 
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is, as this famous Jebufite Æra#nah, a Profelyte, a true Convert, as appeared by 
his ready parting with his free-hold to God, and the beft that he had to his Prince. 
Let all thofe that-look for acceptance in heaven, honour the Lord with the prime of 
their age, with the choice of their dayes, (asthe Hebrew hath it, Ecclef. 12. 1.) 
with the primrofe of their childhood, with the beft oftheir time and of their talents: 
and not unworthily, and wofully waft and caft away the fat and marrow, the Mower 
of their age, the itrength of their bodies, the vigour of their fpirits in finfull plea- 
fures and fenfuall delights, in purfuing their flefhy tufts chat hale hell at che heels of 
them. Willthey give the devilthe beft, and then think to ferve God with the 
dregs, the bottom, che fnuffe, the very lait fands, their extreme dotage, that them- 
{elves and their triends are weary of? Surely, God takesno pleafure to pledge the 
devil, or drink the fnuffes chat he hath left. 1f men referve the dregs of their 
dayes for him, He will likewife referve the dregs of his wrath fur them. He will 
put chem over to the gods whom they had chofen. as Judg. 10. and make them to 
know the worth of his good acceptance, by the want of it. He that fhould fet be- 
fore his Prince, adifh of meat that had been half-eaten before by hogs, or dogs 
would he not be punifhed with all feverity > What then fhal! become of thofe 
thar ferve God with the devils leavings? that facrifice to themfelves , as Seja- 
aus did, that ferve not the Lord Jefus Chrift but their own bellies, as chofe 
Seducers, Rom, 16. that fay to God, Depart from us, and to the devil, Reigne 
thou over us, that are ferious at his work, fleighry in Gods, &c. 

Vevfeg. And now L pray you, befecch Gea) Heb. weary God with yonr praversy 
preffe him till he be even fick of you : improve your uttermoft intereft in him, 
ifat leaft ‘you have any. Pray hard, if ye can at leaft : for all men cannot pray, 
wicked men are gage’d by che devil: and their character is, They call not npon 
God. Yhey may cant or chatter out achar when Gods chaftening is repaint thens,yea 
be with childe, as it were, of a prayer, and yet bring forth nothing better then 
miade Ifai. 26.16,17,18. In prefperity, they may have fome few fhort-winded 
wifhes as Baliam (fatans fpelman) had; yea, they may by ftrength of wit or 
snemory.devife an handfom prayer, and teem to fetit forth with much life, that 
they may paffe for men of parts and gifts: But will the hypocrite pray alwaycs? 
Iob 27.10. will he perfevere in prayer when God feems to caft out his praycrs,and 
to multiply his croffes ? willhe not rather curfe in that cafe: as /o"s wife, ‘and 
Mic s mother ? will he not how lagainft heaven as the wolf, when hungerbit ? 
and as the Parrot when beaten, leave imitating man, and turn to his own natural 
harfh voice > But fay that wicked men do (/eud-like) run to the horns of Gods 
altar, when in diftreffe or danger: fay they roar out a confellion, when they 
are upon the rack, (as Pharaoh) and call for good prayers ; fay they feck hum 
with their facrifices as Mrael did, when he flew them, then they fought unto bim 
&c. and made their voices to be heard on high, as the prifoner at the bar 
as the hog under the knife, as a bullina net ; Say they weary out God with their 
many words, as thofe facrificing Sodomites fai. 11. & thofe hypocritesin the Gof- 
pel, that hoped to be heard for their much babling: yer all thisis but the prayer 
ofthe flefh for eafe, and notof the fpirit for grace: itisbut the fruit of finful 
felf-love, torid themf{elves of Gods rod, or to ftill the noife of their confciences, 


or out of a vain hope to ftop Gods judgements, &c. And hence it is that they mif-. 


carry, that they pray to folittle purpofe (as here is hinted) and that they are not 
a button the better for all their long prayers. For either God anfwers them notat 
all, he hath no refpectto their facrifices (which was Cains and Sants unhappinelle- 
The Philiftims were apon him, and God was depsried from him) Or ele he an- 
fers them according 1o the idols of their hearts, bitter anfwers ; Or if better,its but 
as he anfwered the Ifraclitesimportunity for a king, for a {courge ro them and for 
quails to choak them : Dexs “ope dat trains quod negat propitiiss God often gives thar 
in anger which he denies in mercy. If je were otherwife, the devil fhould have 
received mercy from God, when, upon his fiit, he was fuffered to enter into the 
fwine. Let our chief and conftant Petition therefore bein allour our addreffes 
to God, that be would be gracions naro zs: | that he would cat a loving afpect 
uponus, that what ever elfe he denic us, corn, wine &c. yet that he would lift up 
the light ofhis countenance upon us. ‘This D.zzvd preferred before his crown and 

Scepter. 
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fcepter. He had a crown of gold, but he valued not that, in comparifon of that 
other crown, Pfal. 103.4- he crowneth thee with loving kindneffe and tender mera 


cies, Hence Saint Pasl having himfelf obtained mercy, beginneth and concludecth — 


all his Epiftles with wifhes of Grace, mercy, and peace: as not knowing what bet- 


,tertowith thofe whom he wifhed beft unto. This was Abrahams prayer for If- 


masel, O that he nught live in thy fight, that is, be joynt-heire ofthe promife of 
grace with Jfzi. God anfwers, Divers Dukes fhall come of Ifmael, bur with 
ifzac (as atoken of fpecial grace) will I make my covenant. This was alfo Tofephs 


prayer for Benjamin Gen.43.29.God be gracious unto thee my fon. Thisthe priefts - 


were appointed to pray for, as a blefling upon the people, Num. 6.24, 25. The 
Lord mike his face to fhine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. And hereunto the 
Prophet feemsto allude in this text, q. d. you are the Lords Priefts, and your office 


isto preach and pray Dest.33.20. They fhall teach Iacob, they hall put incenfe be- ` 


fore thee. Shew now what ye can doin a time of neceflicy : Befeech the Lord that 
he would be gracious nato us. This is the main, the mothet-blefling that compre- 
hends all the reft. Everyman feekes the face ofthe Ruler, Prov.29. 26.4 humbly 
befeech theeth.t I may finds grace iz thy fight, my Lord O king :q.d. that’s better to 
methen all the land thou haft given me, faid that crafty Sycophant Ziba 2 Sam. 
16.4. How much more is the grace of God tobe preterred before all outward 
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bleflings whatfoever ? The Lord thar made heaven and carth , bleffe thee out of Zion, pialiga.a, 


faith the Pfalmift, intimating that d/effiags ont of Zion are above all the bleflings be- 
fides, that heaven and earth can yeeld us; What isthe ayre without light? what 
was Haman the better for all his honours, when the king frowned upon him? 
How can a wicked man be happy though wealthy, fo long as God is his enemy ? 
Asthat futher fpeaks of Ahab : he defcribes him fitting in his ivory palace in the 
time ofthe three yeers famine in Samaria : he had gold, filver, and jewels in every 
place - but what good did all chat when the heaven was braffe above, and che 
carth iron beneath ? Cry therefore asthofe in Zachary, Grace, Grace unto us, pray 
for our felves and others, as David did for Irai the Gittite, mercy and truth be 
with thee, 2 Sam.15.20. Stir we up our felves totake hold of God, and to get of 
him Gaizs-his-profperity, dons throni, foul-bleftings, and fuch as accompany falva- 
tion. Jefus Chrift when he came into thé world, brought grace and truth with 
John 1. 17- And God was in Chrift reconciling the world to himfelf , Not imputing 
our fins, but ftretching out tous the golden fcepter of his grace. Get in to him 
therefore till chis be done; though thou fhouldeit{pend thy time in gathering up 
pearls and jewels, thou art an_ undone creature. 

ihis bath bee: by your means | Heb. From your hand q. d. You Priefts have effected, 
it, and are in fault aboutit. It is long of you chat I and my fervice are fo flighted, 
as hath been before demonftrated, you have eaufed the people to abhor the offer- 
ing,1 Sam.2. 17. you fhould have better in{tructed the people in their duties,and not 
have fuffered them fo to pollste mine altar with their carrion-facrifices, and if 
God reject your prayers, as here, and even curfe your bleflings as Ch.p.2.2. and 
curfe your feed, ver. 3. youhave to thank your felves. All thisis by your means. 
Accept therefore of the chaftifment of your iniquity , leave quarrelling, and lay 
the blame of alkwhere it fhould be, wafhyou, makeitclean &c. For tillthen will 
he regard your perfons ? will he receive you to favour, and hear your prayer ? Or 
will he chinkthe better of you, for your office and dignity of Prieft-hood? No 
fure, but the worfe; For, fedes prima & vita ima, the higheft place, and the bafett » 
life agreenot. Digwitasin indigno eft ornamentum in luto, even royalty without 
righteoufneffe is but eminent difhonour : and men of mark are therefore the worfe, 
becaufe they fhould have been better. Height of place ever addes two wings to. 
fin, Example, and Scandal , whereby it foars higher, and flies much further. If 
the Sun be eclipfed and obfeured, a thoufand eyes gaze upon it: a leffer ftar may y 
be darkned, and none take notice. A fmall flaw is noticed and noted in a jewel ; 
afmall {pot ina fwan, nptfoinafwine. One fly may corrupt a box of precious 
ointment: when a hundred flies in a tar-barrel, do no hurt to ic. 

Verfe 10. Who is there amongst you that wowid fous the doors] Tobea door- 
keeper in Gods houfe, to have any the meaneft employment about him, Devid 


( though deftined to a Diadem ) looked upon, as an high preferment, T Bea J 
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thinims, mentioned in Ezra and Nebemiah,were none other but the Gibeonites, who 
were made drawers of water to the Temple, asakind of punifhment. God (who 
is a liberall paymafter ) made thiscroflea mercy. Their employment fo neer the 
Houfe of God, gave them fit oceafion to be partakers of the things of God. The 
Lord did wonderfully both reward and honour them. So he did atl others, though 
but porters, that had any office about his houfe. Know ye wot, faith Pax/, that 
they which minifter about holy things, live of the things of the Temple? and they 
which Wait at the Altar (though but to kindle a fire upon it ) are partakers with 
` the altar? Even fo hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gofpel foould 
live of the :Gofpel. Should have, if not tythes as they had, yet honorary ftipends, 
double henour, 1 Tim. 5.17. decplex, id oft, multiplex, as Efay 40.1, 2. fer. 17, 
. 18.° Or, double, comparatively to that of widows indeed, verfe2. which yet was 

honourable maintenance, Et ex publico alebantur. The Prieftsof the old Tefta- 
ment were plentifully provided for by tythes and other revenews appointed them 
by God. ‘True it is, tHat in the captivity little commodity was made of the prieft. 
hood : whereupon fome priefts who had married themfelves into the noble family 
of Barzillai, took {corn to be in the priefts regifter, but called themfelves after the 
family of their wives. Now after the return from Babylon , the prieftood grew 
into fome gain and grace again: and then thefe degenerate priefts, would fain 
have thruft in among the priefts of the Lord: but the 7 trfoatha would not Suffer 
them, Ezra 2. 61. Howbeit thofe priefts that had ftuck to their offices, and been 
faithfull in them, did not ferve God on free-coft: neither was he behinde hand, or 
in arrere with any of them, as appears by this text: but as they did their work, fo 
they had their wages. God put into the heart of good Nehemiah to take order, 
that thefe tythes were duely payed in to the treafurers{for that purpofe appointed, 
Neh. 13.10,11. What reafon had thefe priefts therefore to be fo ripple and greedy 
of filthy lucre ? as to take fuch lame and lean facrifices of the people, or if fat and 
good, to change them for worfer of their own, as holding any thing good enough 
for God ? which becaufe they did, 

J have no pleafnre in you, faiththe Lord of Hofs, neither will I accept an of- 
fering at your bands ] Icare not for your perfons, Irefpet not your performan- 
ces. The Lord had refpe&, firft to Abel, and thento his offering, Gen. 4.4. and 
Pfal.4.3. But know ( faith David, co thofe that vilipended him ) that the Lord 
hath fit apart him that is godly for bimfelf: and this he makes the ground why his 
prayer fhould be heard, The blood of a fwine may look better, and brighter then 
the blood of a fheep; yet mightit not be offered unto the Lord, becaufe it was of 
afwine. Sordet in confpettu judicis, quod fulget in confpettu operantis, A piece 


of wood may fhine in the night from its rottenneffe : and that be fair in the fighe 


of men that is abomination before God, Lyke 16. ‘The fwan was rejected for fa- 
crifice, becaufe of his black skin, notwithftanding his fair feather, Zev. 11.18. The 
wicked mans incenfe ftinks of the hand that offercth it: and all his devotion is but 
a beautifall abomination. Thereis in Lombard this fentence quoted out of Axguftin, 
Omnis vita infidelium peccatum oft: & nihil bonum fine fummo bono, The whole 
life of unbeleevers is finne, neither is there any good without the chiefeft good. 
Ambrof Spiera the Poftiller faith, Cradeliseft illa fententia, This is a cruel fentence. 
But faith not the holy Scripture the very fame in effect, Prov, 15. 8, Heb. 11. 6. 
70. 15.5 >? What though Papifts talk much of Opus operatum ? and teach that 
good works by whomfoever performed are accepted of the Lord, as juftice in an 
Atheift is a good and acceptable work to him? Saint James affures us, that itis 
the effettaall fervent prayer of a righteous man onely, and of one reconciled to God, 
that availeth much. And, for this feall everyone that is godly pray unto thee, faith 
David. The lepers lips fhould be covered according tothe law. And to the wicked 
God faith, What haft thou to do, &c ? Itis {aid of witches and their good prayers, 
(as they call them ) Si magice, Deus non valt tales: fi pie, non per tales. If thofe 
prayers be abufed to witchcraft, God will have none of them -and if they be never 
. fo gocd, God will not have them from fuch kind of people. Before they pray, 
men fhould fee whether they are perfons fit to pray: for God accepts not of a good 
motion'from an ill mouth, fer.11,10,11.70h.9.31+ 1 70h.3.22.P/al,66.16. A wicked 
man wants contrition, humility, faith, hope, feeling, fervency: he hath not a 
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ery of Godlineffe x Tim. 3. 16. that God manifefted.in the flefo foonld be preached 


fpirie of grace and fupplication, to endite his prayers; hehath notan I nterceffour 
in heaven to prefent and perfume his prayers. The breath wherein our prayers., 
afcend fhould be like pilars of fmoke perfumed with. Chrifts myrrheand incenfe. 
Otherwife our words will be like the Egyptian pots; recking out the {trong {mel- 
ling onions and garlick of our own corruption, fuch as God can take no pleafuce in; 
neither will he accept fuch an offering at our hands. us ies ae Ne 
` Ferfe 11. For from the rifing of the fun Gc.| whereas they might object, If you 
will not have fervice from us,you can have none at all: for other people walk cve- 
ry one in the name ofhis God Mic.: 4. 5. and the Gentiles have their vanities, 
and dottrines of vanities Jer. 14. 22, and ro. 8. wherewith they are wholy ta: 
kenup. ‘Take youno care for that, faith Ged here, ao , 
for from the rifing of the fan, to the going down of the fame, my name fhall be great . 
among the Gentiles] I will provide for mine own great Name, that is, for my glo- 
ry ( for fo Gods Name is ufed in that fenfe Exod. 9. 16, Pfal. 8. 1. )1 willbe. 
nolofer by yourrejection: for I have other people that will more reverence me, 
anddo me better fervice; fothat I need, not be beholding to you:. I have from 
Ealt to Weft thofe that will make hard fhift but I {hall have fervice done me. I 
canfet a figne, and fend toT arfoifo, Pul, and Lud Gc. that have not heard my 
fame, neither have feen my glory, and they fhall declare my glory among the Gen- 
tiles. And they fhall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the Lord out of 
all nations upon horfes, and in charrets, and in litters &c. that thongh fick,, weak- 
ly, and unftt for travell, yet they fhall come onend ; and rather in litters then not 
atall: they fhall be content to fuffer any hardfhip for heaven, as the ftone will fall 
down to come to it’s own center, though it break it {elfin an hundred peeces, 
The Gentiles once converted ell fly as a clond Ifa. 6o. 8. that is, with great- 
eft pernicity and fwiftneffe: yea they fhall in fuch flocks come to the Church, as 
if a whole flight ofdoves, driven by fome hawk or tempeft, fhould {cour into 
the columbary, and rx/b into the windowes. There are that have abferved, that > 
the name of God in all the maternal languages confifteth of foure letters, to inti- 


{ mate that he hath his people in all the foure quarters ofthe earth, out of all coun= 


A 


tries, nations, and languages, Dext.6.4. Heare; Q Lraek, The Lord our God is one 
Lord, Inthe Original, the laft letter of the word,Heare, isgreater then the reft, 
as calling for all poffible heed andattention. So likewife is the laft letter in the 
word Oxe, which being Daeth, and ftanding ufually for Foxr (as anumerall let- 
ter ) fignifieth, fay the Hebrew-Doctours, that this One God fhall be worfhipped 
in all the four corners of the earth. - This, Cyprian hath alfo gathered from the 
Greek letters of the name Adam: which do severally fignifie the four quarters of 
the world, Eaft, Weft, North and South: to teach, that Chrift, the fecond 
Adam, will fetch his people from ail parts: and hath therefore built his Church, 
his new Ierufalem four-{quar Rev, 21.16. and placed on the Eaft three gates, on 
the North three gates, on the South three gates, and on the Weft three gates, 
ver. 13. thatall from all parts may have free and openacceife unto him. Babylon 
was in like manner built four fquare, as Heredotus teftificth: and Conftantinople 
is fo fcituate betwixt Europeand Afia, as ifit were fatally founded to command 
both. This is much more tiue of Uranople, the city of the great King, open to 
all commers, as thee-£dilis or Chamberlains houfe in Rome was. O thon that 
heareft prayers, tothee foall all flefo come (faith the Pfalmift ) come with a cou- 
rage, fith they are fure as ofacceffe, {o of fucceffe in all their faites thorough Chrift 
the Mediatour, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle-wall of 
partition between Icws and Gentiles. This the perverfe Jews could never abide to 
heare of : nor canthey to thisday. And therehenceis it that they have in their 

expofitions bafely depraved this text, and corrupted the true fenfe of it, asisto be 

feen in the Chaldee Paraphraft, and David Kimchi : calling us {till Gos Mamzer 

baftard Gentiles, and curfing us in their daily prayers, which are’ not ( fure ) that 

pure offering mentioned in this verfe, and interpreted by them of the prayers of the 

holy Jews every where difpert. The reje@ion of the Jews and acception of the 

Gentiles into grace and favour is a hidden myftery :- fach as maketh the Apoftle of 
the Gentiles cry out, O the depth | Rom. 11. 23. ‘yea it is a pare of chat great ssy- 


unto 
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f unto the Gentiles and beleeved on in the world, Letus pitty the poor hardened Jews: ans gave themfelves to the Lord, faithS, Paal, and vato wm by the will of God. 2 Cor. 

| and pray the rending of thie vail that is yet {pread over them: thatthe rebuke of 8.5. Thus the Romans had delivered themfelves ap to the fora of Dottrine, that had 

H Gods people may be taken away from off all the earth //a,25.7,8. Let us alfo praife been delivered nato them, Rom.6.17. and are yet further exhorted to exhibit, 8°?" 

3 ; : L > 

ia God who hath made us Gentiles meet to be partakers of the inheritance: of the prefent, make tender, yicld up and offet as fpiritual prielts, their bodies (and much 

H Saints in light Col. 1. 12. And take heed that we finnot away our light, and canfe more their fouls ) ta Gud »% a living fi acrifice, by a willingneile to do what he re- 

sf -God to take his kingdome from us, giving it ro a nation that will bring him better quireth, Pal. 40. 6 Rom. 15.46. and to die for his fake if cà'lèd thereunto, Phi I, - 

1 fruit Mat. 21. 43. we have a fair warning given us by the example of the Jews 2.17. 2 Tim. 4.6. Swenkfeldisas took away all external fervice > faith Zaxchy. 

i Rom. 11. Seeft thou another fhipwrack ? look tothy tackling. Libertines fay, it is duftictent that we facrifice to God the hidden man of theheart. + 

i from the rifing of the fun] from the Eaft of Judza the fun of Chrifts Gofpel paf- The Pope faith to his vaflals 3 My Son give me thy heart: be a papift in heart > and 

k . fed by the fouth of Greeceto the Weft ofthe Latine Church, and thefe Iflandsof then go to Church, diffemble, do what ye will. But God reyuires to be glorified 
4 Vide Seal. Ges that lyeinthe Sea, into which the Sun is faid to go down, or to lje dewn, as with oitr [pirits und bodies both, becaufe both are his. The very Manichees that de~ 5 Cor. & 20 
$ in Them Ave» + ies tabernacle of reft ( which is an expreffion of the old Greek Pocts, and the nied God to he the Author of the body, fafted on fundayes, and in fafting exerci- T 

E * Originall word here ufed agreeth toit. ) All the danger is, left the Gofpellin fed an humiliation ofthebody, But (2) as the truc chriftian facrificeth himfelf 
iq this it’s Solar motion, be travelling for the Weft of that other world, the Ameri- to God, foali that he hath, orcan; and is ready to fay as that Grecian did to the 
i can parts ; and quitting it’s prefent places of refidence and unworthy poffeffours ; : Emperor, If J had more, more I mould bring thee. tt comforts him to confider, . , y 
p: And then farewell England. Oh lec us pray that that difmall day may ne- That if there bea willing minde, God accepts according to that a man bath and not ac- meee 

ver arife, wherein it fhallbe faid, that the glory is departed from our Englith ucccording tothat he hath not. Noahs {acrifice could not be great, yet was it great- {Iy Dev. 
~i Ifrael. . . ly accepted, becaufe of clean beafts,and offered in faith. It isthe godly mans care, ,2 Cor.8. 
my name foallbe great) Name for fame as Exod. 34, 5, 6, Philip. 2.9.Gen.1 1.4, that his offering though itbe poor, yet may be a pure offering, Proceeding froma h Timis 

Renouned men are called men of name Gen. 6. 4. and bafe menare called mes of ne pure heart, a good conicience, and faith unfained ; and then he is fure it is pure by” 
name lob 30, 8. divine acceptation through Chrift.1 Pet.2.5 In confidence whereof he lifts u phely 
foall be great ] Not thatGod is great, or leffe. Magnum & parvum [unt ex hands,t Tim.2.8. And although {enfiole of his impurities & imperfections, his heart 
ijs, que funt ad aliquid, faith Arifforle. But Gods name is faid to be great, when milgives him fometimes as Jacobs did, left his father thould difcern him;yet when 
he is declared or acknowledged to be great, as the word ( fanctified ) is nfed Mat. heremembreth that he is clothed as faceb was , With the garment of his elder bro- 
ó. 9. and the word ( juftified ) Mat.11.19. Iam. 2. 21. Gods fame and glory is ther,the robe of Chrifts righteoufnefte (which is nota {cant garment, as Bernard 
(as himfelf ) eternal and infinite; and fo abides init felf, not capable of our addi- faith,buc reaching to the hecls and covering all the parts of the foul) he goeth bold- 
tion or detraétion. As the Sun which would fhine in its own brightnefle and glo- ly to the throne of graces and covers Gods altar with his evangclical facrifices. Such 
ty, thouglvall the world were blind, and did wilfully wink. Howbeir, to try as are contrition and (clf-denial, P/.5 1.17. Confidence in God,P1.4.6.Obedience tothe 
. how we prize his Name, and how induftrious we will be to magnifie and exalt ir, preaching of the gopel, Rom. 15-16." Bencficence to the poor, Phil. 4.8. cc. In all 
he hath declared that he. efteemes thimfelf made glorious; and accounts that he Which hi, aim and endeavour ts to werfbip Godin fpirit, andto do all > More out of 
hath received, as it were, a new being by thofe inward conceptions we have of thankfulneffe , and leffe our of conftraint ofconfcience, Forhe knows that as the 
i his glory, and thofe ontward tionours we do to his name, greateft growth of finners is in {piritual wickednefle (asin thofe that fin againft 
p. andin every place incen{e fhall be offered] Not at Iemfalem only, as the Jews the holy Ghott ) fothe arcateft growth ofgraceis in fpiritual holineffe ; in wor- 

held; nor in mount Gerizim, asthe Samaritans Job. 4. 20, 21. but any place thipping God morein fpiric and tr uth. . 

( without difference ) be it but a chimney might makea goodly Oratory 1 Zim. __ Perle 12. But ye have prophaned it.| Ye Jews in general, though my peculiar 

2. 8, All religious difference of places was taken away by'Chrifts death. There- people, and called by my name. You that quarter armes with me as it were, and 
hi fore fo foon ashe had faid Job. 19. 30. Its finifved, he gave up the Ghoft, and fhould therefore lift up my Name asan enfign : thas you thould ufe me thus courfee 

prefently the vail of the Temple was rent from the top to the bottom Mat.27.51. ly, and caft dirt upon my name by your irreligion : this moves me not a little: 

And from that hour there was no more holineffe in the Temple, then in any other fo that I cannot but onceand again complain of it. Had itbeen an enemy, I thould x41, riz- 
f. place. Thoughtillthen, the Temple was fo holy a place, and fach religions reve- better havebornit. Bat it was thou my familiar, Scc. Whar, thou my fon Bratis ? poy Bere, 
g rence did Gods people bearetoit, that after the Caldeans had burnt it, théy ho- Friend, betrayeft thon the Son of many and that with a kife? Scipio had rather Ha- , ° 
a noured the very place where ithad ftoo d, and efteemed it holier then any other. _ nibal fhould cat his heart with falt, then Lelius his friend.do him the leaft di feur- 

E: This appears by thofe eighty perfons whom Ibmael. murthered Jer. - 41. 5. tefie.God wil take that ofa profane perfon,that he will not of a profeffur. Philiftins 
| andby Daniels opening his windowes toward Jernfa fem, when he prayed Dan. may cart the ark, & {cape fcotfree. Butif David do it, God will punith him in the 
j; l - é. to. . ° a death of Uxsah. Anguftss Cefar may fend forth a decree that all the( Roman) world: 
t Incenfe fhall be offered and a pare offering |Infizne tefPimonisins pro fasrificio Miffes fhould be taxed or numbred, Lak.t.2. buc if David number his people,God wil make 
f: `- faith Bellarmine. This text isa notable teltimony for the facrificin g of the “Maffe, bloody wailes upon his back:8 ifhe make Gods name to ftinck among the heathen, 
Which Papifts will needfly have: to be the factifice here meant and mentioned. a 20d wil ftour out that blemith cat upon his name with Davids tears and blood, See 

ieor | Much like that Serbons/ that finding it written at the end of S.Pas/s epiftles, Adifa Bxek.56.21.8¢°39.7- Amos 2.7.Levit.t 0.3.4 will be fanttified in all th that draw 

Rene. eft, &c. brage’d he had found the Maffe in his Bible: So another reading Fekst. erp tato me Sancti fied he willbe cither attively or paffively : either inthe fincerity 1 

4. Invenimus Meffiam, made the fame conclufion, We-thall wave their agu- oftheir converfation,or elfe in the feverity of their condemmnation.|f Solomon fore 

-ments as fufficiently antwered by others: and take the meaning of the holy -Ghott aker c Lord that appeared unto hins twice, God wil chaftife him with the rods of 

here to be of fach {piritual factifices ofthen ew Teftament,’‘as-all Chriftians, even a. men atleait.If Ifrael profeffe Gods name , and yet profane it,God wil caft them off; 
rPet, 2.8, 4 the whole royal priefthood, are bound to.offer up toGod. Thefe are caled dx ad tuea to the Gentiles. Andindeed what could he do leffe to a nation fo incorri- 
cenfe and Offering by Analogy, the type for the thing therdby fhadowed, as Zren- g! 4 agitious, a nation fo unthankful for mercies, fo impatient of remedies, fo un- 

Rev. 5.8. $ Tevsulian, and Augaftine interpret the Text. This incenfe is prayer, and praife, we d » repentance , fo obliged, fo warned, fo fhamelefly, fo lawlefly 

23t Pfal. 141.2. Heb. 13-15. Hof. i4. 4; Pfal. 1.21. This pure sffering is every he salli : : 

| faithful Chritian together with A dhegooathigs chat iehatiy or can Go. Te is -Te table of the Lord] thatisthe Altar: fee verfeg | | 

Con Marcon fimplex oratio de'o onjciemtia pura, faith Tervnliias. Thus thofe good Macedoni- An the fruit thereof. | Or the revenue, the income ofit:. Tt isa bafe allowance’ 
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‘eAn expofition on ~ Crary, 
that the Priefts have ; prifoners pittance : they live that’s all. Or thus, The ta- 

ble of the Lord is polluted, &c. Thatis, itis no better worth then to be polluted ; 
neither do his Priefts deierve either countenance or maintenance. So many wretch. 
ed people in thele dayes think there is more ado made then needs in the -worthip 
and fervice of God, Colo. Deum, ut par eft. Whereas indecd.we that have recem 
ved fo many mercies, and have lived in fuch an age of miracles , fhould not onely 
Service Dea, fed & adulari as Tertullian phrafeth it , ferve God, but be unfa- 
ciffiable in ferving him. And as Gods lervicc is flighted , fo his minifters are well 
nigh ttarved in many places : the vulgar holding the miniftry no better thena idle 
ufcicfle trade, taken gp to makea living of. How-Shamefully are Gods ableft fervants 


defrauded, mocked, mifufed. A fad prognoftick of a dying State, 2 Chron. 


36. 16. 

Verfe 13. And ye have faid allo, Behold what a warincffe ts it, and ye have [auf 
fidati: &c.1 Atwhat? Atthe chiding you have had for y our lame and ican fa- 
crifices. A little offenfive breath hath blown you up into rage: This isa kinde of 
blaiphemy, Ezek; 20,27. when graceleffe men fall into a fuftian-fume,as they fay, 
by hearing of their faults : and briftle againft areproof, though never fo jaft. Or 
thus, Ye have puffed and blown, as almoft breathleffe, by carrying fome carrion 


, fheep fora facrifice: as if it were fo fat and full of flefh, that you could hardly 
` bring it without breaking your winde; whereas ye might have blown it away, it is 


fo thin andlight. Hateful Hypocrific! And it fped accordingly. For fhould I 
accept thes at your hand? No,noxz Sapiens nummularius eft Deus: nummum filum 
von recipiet. God isa wife mint-man : he will take no counterfeit coyn. He not 
oncly derefs the cozener , and detefls him as heve , but curfeth him bitterly in the 
next verfe. He rejects the hypocrites facrifice and plagucth tuch Promethenffes 
when as he wipes not out any of the good fervices of his fincere people, Veb.1 3.4, 
bur abundantly ble(feth them. 

Labour therefore for that truth in the inward parts, that we may be with Ap. 
peles approved in Chrift, Rom.16. and with Nathancel, an Ifraclite indeed. Be 
we the fame that we would feem to be : and, if not as the windows of the Temple 
Were, wider within thes without; yetto be nomore in fhew then we are in truth. 
Jt flands us in hand when to deal with God, to have the greater part of our ware 


` inthe inner partot the fhop, and notall onthe forefide, on theboard or ftall: and 


to fee, that though our work be but meen, yetitmay be clean; though not fine, 
yet not foul ; foyled and fladberd with the ilar of a rotten heart. Sweet powders 
can make even leather an ornament, when the Sanies ofa plague-fore wil render a 
rich robe lothfem, and infeétions. 

Perfe 14. But curfed be that deceiver) C urfed With acurfe both verbal and 
penil; temporal and fpiritual. Thefe laft light heavy (fuch as art hardneife of 
heart, aud horrourof confcience J though Ieffe obferved ; becaufe they come into 
the deceivers bowels Ake water, and like oyle into his bones: They foak and fink in- 
to his foul infenfibly. He hath his death about him ( as we fay of one that hath 
drank poyfon, or eaterrah Zralian fig) though he fallnot down dead immediate- 
ly. Heisaccurfed, and he fhall be fo , as (in a contrary fenfe) [faze faid of his 
fon Jacob, “He is bleffed, and he fhail be blefid. Batufvally the vifible vengeance of 
God,doggs the deceiver atthe heels: his fin findes him out, and layes him open 
to others, asanaccu:fed perfon. This was Cains cate and curfe , Gen. 4.15. God 
fetsa mark upon him; probably it was the perpetual trembling of his hands and 
whole bodys throngh the horrour of his confcience. So, not long ‘before, when 
Adam had played the deceiver, and hearkencd to that old Impoftor the fubtile 
Serpent, God {pared him, but curfed the ground (as the Perfians, when their 
Noble-mens fons had made a fault, hangd up their coats and whipt them in theit 
prefence ) Carfed is the ground for thy fake: Thorns alfoand thiftles fhall it bring 
forth. And thetruthis, ic was never beautifull nor cheerfull fince that curfe in- 
Si&ed: bur lyes bed-rid, waiting for the comming of the fecond Adam to free it 
from thar heavy curfe. Rom. 8. 20, The barren figerce felt the power of Chrifts 
curfeeven to admiration Afar. 21. 20. For when the difciples faw it, they mar- 
velled faying, How foon is the figtree withered away? They might marvel well 
enough : for the figtree is the moft juycefull of any tree : and beares the brunt of 

winter- 


Cuar.t. the Prophecie of , Malachy. i 


winter-blafts, wirhout withering. But the blafts of Chrifts mouth are more pow- 
erfull, Hecan blow mento deftru@ion Job.4.9. as fo many duft-heaps; yea frowny 
not fome fingle fig-tree onely, but the whole vineyeard.to defolation. fe is burat 
with fire, it ts confumed : they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance, Pfal.80, 16. 
Men may curfe, and no hurt follow ; the curfe canfleffe fhall not come, Prov.26.2. 
Michaly’s mother curfed when the loft her mony, Jud.17.2. Buc who cared or fared 


the worfe for that ?And'the like may be faid of Julius Palmer. the Martyrs 
© mother, when he craved her bleffing upori his knees, fhe drove him out of doores ? 


for an heretike; and faid , Gods curfe and mine ga withthe. ; 
What was David the wore for Shemer’s curfing ofhim, or Jeremy for the peo- 
ples, or the reformed Churches for the Popes ? the filly people in Jtaly are made 
to beleeve, that ever fince the Pope excommunicated Queen Elizabeth, the peo- 
ple of England are all as black as devils. The Pope istike a wafp, no fooner an- 
gred, but out comes a fting: which being outis like a fools dagger ratling and 


, fnaping without an edge. We may fay of his curfes (with bell, book, and candle) 


| EZ 


AR, K Mons 


Jer.15.30, 


as Vegctins faith of chariots armed with fitbes and hooks s that at fir they were ‘a lib:1 eap.24, 


terrour, and after afcorn. But Gods curfes are terrible, and light heavy. Toge- 
ther with word there goes forth a power (as itis faid in another cafe) and whag 
he fpeaketh with his mouth , he maketh good with his hand. And it isa fearful 
thing to fall into the punifhing hands of the living God : thofe chat have felt his 
fingers will fay fo. This the deceiver is fure to do if timely courfe be not taken: 
Currat ergo pænit caha, ae precurrat fententia. . aa 

that deceiver That fraudulent fellow, that crafty companion, that coz’zer, Qua- 
drsplator, Muchinator, that dealeth fubtilely with the Lord, as the Egyptians did 
with his people, and chinks to out-wit him, as the Medianites did the Mraelites. 
(See Num. 25.18. ‘Pfal. 10.25. in both which placesthe fame word is ufed, as 
here) that cafteth and fetcheth about (verfurulus & verfatilzs) how to. deceive 


both God and man with fhewes of devotion; not afraid to be damned, fo he may , 


feem to be faved, and feeking fo long to deceive others, that in fine he deceiveth his 
own foul, (which is the worit kinde of deceit, as felf-murther is the worft fort of 
murther) winding himfelf into the fools paradife of a fublime dotage , and that. in 
matters of greateft confequence and concernment. Impofturam facinnt © pati- 
uatwr, asthat Emperour faid of them that fold glaffe for pearl; they mock. and 
are mocked, deceiving or being deceived, as Paul faiths like fome ‘drunken. ftage- 
player, they have acted akings part folong, that now they begin to think them- 
delves kings indeed: and like fleeping Sifera they dream of akingdom, when as 
J teismailisnecrer his temples then a crown. A curfe heis fare of, fet on by God 
(who then fhalltakeit off?) and feconded by men, yea by men that were with- 
out God inthe world. Witneffe that law of the twelve tables in.Roine, Sacrum, 
facrove commendatum qui clepferit rapferitve, parricidaefto. Let himbe. punifhed for 
a parricide, that thall commit facriledge of any fert. Now an hypocrite is by Ba- 
fl rightly called tegsova@- afacrilegions Church-robber : becaufe he fteals trom God 
D OE dvdSnux himfelf dedicated to God by profeffion of Chriftianity: and fo 
becomes Ardmua accurfed, yea, Anathema Maranatha double aceurft,.and put, o- 
ver to God to punifh : who hath prepared the hotteft fire in hell for fuch, beċaufe 
their finis increafed by their knowledge : as the fin of Solomoa in honouring idols 
which he knew to beno gods, was far greater then that of his wives, which belees 
ved them them tobe gods, as Toftatus truly obferveth.. a. a aA 
which hath in his flock a male} A flock behath then, andisa flieep-mafter : able 
perhaps to fay ashe in the Poet ---mille meis errant in montibus agni. Were, he a 
poor man, he might be che better excafed : of alittle God accepts a lictle.Again, he 
hdth a male in his flock, a found,tidy,fat Lamb, or ram and referving that for his own 
ufe, though he had voluntarily vowed it to God, he brings a corrupt. carrion, or 
a lean ftarv'ling for a facrifice. This deceitful dealing is his fin, that fubje@s him 
tothecurfe. This was the fin, (and became the calamity) of thofe in Jeremy 
Chap.4.22. that ferved nor God with the beft of their underftanding : ofthofe 


\ 


- in Hageee, that dwelt in their ceiled houfes, and fet the Lords honfe lie wafte: of Hag.4.g: ` 


Solomon (fome think) that bettowed twice as much time in building his. own houfe 
as Gods houfe: ofall thofe that feek not. Gods kingdom. in the firft placé, that 
| Ggg2 ` give 


e7 = i ae ie 


Dan. bift. 
fol.n3. 


SL cr. 
Arift. Polit. 
lib. 3 cap.ult. 


Gen. 27.12, 
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give not God the beft of the beft, the primrofe of their age, the firft thoughts 


in the morning, the fitteft and freeft times of the day for prayer &c. Scipio went 


firft to the Capitol every day, and then to the Senate-houfe. David prevented the 
night watches to pray.” Chrift was at ita great while before day Afar. 1.3 5- OF 
Charls the Great itis reported, that he fpoke and converfed more with God then 
with man. Our King Alfred caft the natural day into three parts ; Eight hours he 
{pent in prayer, ftudy and writing : eight in the fervice of his body, and eight in 
the affaires of his State. The Jews divided the bufineffe of the day into three 
parts, The fir, ad Tephilla, chat is for prayer : the fecond ad Terah, for the ftndy 
of the Law-the third ad Malchah, for work :this they did on working-dayes;befides 
their weekly fabbath and other holy-dayes ftricktly obferved, which made Seneca 
(that profane Heathen) fay of them, that they loft more thena feventh part of 
their time. How much better might he have bewailed his own loffe of time, and 
neglect of the one thing neceffary in the words of Bernard, Totum vite mee 
tempus perdsdi, quia perdite vixi, I have loft my whole life, becaufe I have lived 
without Godin the world ? what a happineffe had it been to him, ifhe had ob- 
ferved Ariftorles rule ( and Thales his examples, viz. that a Philofopher may get 
rickes, but that’s net their main bufineffe. Many are fo bufied inthe world, that 
they think not of Gods kingdom (which yet they vowed to do when they were 
baptized) asthe Duke of Alvatold theking of France, who asked him, whether 
he had obferved the Jate great Eclipfe> No, faid he, Ihave fo much to do upon 
earth, that Ihave noleafure to behold the heaven. How much better Anaxago- 
ras the Philofopher, who being asked wherefore he came into the world ? anfwe- 
red, Ut caelumcontempler, that 1 may contemplat heaven? men flrould certainly 
minde heaven moft and firft; and not fuffer the leane kine to eat up the fac, the thin 
ears of corn the good:bur honour God with the beft of their fubftance and with the 
beft of their abilities (if they ftand bound by vow efpecially, if they have voweda 
inale to God.) Let it not be according tothe Italian Proverb with us, Sciapat i 
morbo frandatoil Santo, when the danger is efcaped, the vow is neglected) left 
elfe God curfe them, as here, fora company of cozeners : and make them know 
and rue his breach of promife. ‘Num. 14.34. Surely if Jacob was afraid when he 
went about to feek a blefling, left his blinde father fhould difcern him, and his 
deceit indealing with him, and fo he might get.a curfe inftead of a bleffing ; 
How ought men to take heed and fear to diflemble or deal deceitfully with the 
ere God ? efpecially fince he is fo greata God ( fee him fet forth in his 
greatnefle Dewt.10.17) and therefore leffe patient of affrents and indignities : he 
lookes to be ferved like himfelf, and according ro bis excellent greasnefie. 

for Lama great king faith the Lord of Hofts| Yea a great King , becaufe Lord 


` of Holts. See the Note on Chap.3. 17) mevroxped mop, muCaanatus, Aurxeszup. He is 


Dan.4: 


Job. Man, 
foe.com. 


abfolute Monarch of the whole world: and. by him it is that all other kings 
reign, and Princes rule Prov.8.15. Allother Soveraignes are but. his fubftitutes, 
his Vicereyes ; he makes them, and unmakes them at his pleafure, as proud Ne- 
buchadnexzar was forced to acknowledge. Hence he is rightly ftiled a great 
King (a title anciently given to the kings of Perfia, and now to the Grand 
Signior) yea, he is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, in another fenfe then Maxi- 
milian the Emperour of Germany faid that he was, becaufe the Princes and cities 


n, 


ofthe Empire were frec ftates, and yeelded him little obedience. God hathall - 


the Kings of theearth athis beck and check: Conftantine the great, Valentinian, 
and Theodofins, three Emperours, called themf{elves Vafallos Chrifts,the vaffals of 


Chrift, as Socratesreporteth. And well they might ; inafmuch as all nations (ta-" 


kn pe are in compatifon of him, but asa drop of a bucket, and as the duf 
of the 

upa feather athis foot. And if a faerifice fitting for him fhould be prepared, 
Lebanon wonld not be fufficient to burn, nor-all the beafts thereof for a burat-ofering. 
All nations to him are as nothing Gc. Efan. 40.1§,16. - Simon Magus gave out, 


, that he -was fome great matter : and the worid hath been troubled with Alexan- 


* der theGrear, and Pompey the Great Oc. But what’snow become of all thefe Gran- 


dees, with-their {welling titles, and loud bragp’s. Hath not God long fince cut 
‘off the [pirits of thefe petty-Princes, andibecome terrible to the kings of the wid 


allarce : beboldhe taketh upthe Ifles as a very little thing, as one would take © 


ee -  - 


CHAP. 


‘Pjal. 76.12. where the word rendered cat of, fignifieth that he flips them off, > 
as one would flipa flower betwixt ones fingers, or a bunch of grapes off the vine. 
‘Ihe kings of Perfia were wont to give laws to their people, fitting in a chaire of 
State, under a vine tree of gold, that had asit were bunches of grapes made up of syhencus 
finaragds, or em’ralds, and other ftones of preateft price. The King ofheaven fib.12. 
fits upon a throne far morecoftly and ftately : as may befeen: Ezek, 1. Efai. 6. 
Dan 7. Onnino igitur bportet nos, orationis tempore, curiam intrare cæleftem ia gaua 
Rex ‘Reg nm ftellato fedet folioG'c. as Bernard excellently inferreth, it behoveth us 
therefore at prayer-time, to enter intothe Court of heaven, where the King Of Bern dedi- 
Kings fitsin his ftarrie and ftately throne, environed with an innumerable num- verf2s. 
ber of glorious Angels, and crowned Saints; with how great reverence there- f 
fore, with how grear fears, with how great humility ought a poore bafe toad 
creeping and crawling out of his ditch to approach fo dreadfull a pre- 
fence ? 

and my Name is dreadful among the Heathen} It was ever fo from the very diftin- 
ction ofmen into Hebrews, and Heathens. At che firft, before the covenant made 
with Abraham, all Nations were alike before the Lord. But as foon as it was 
faid, Z will be thy Ged, and the God of thy feed after thee, the Church was evidently 
divided from the world,as light was from darkneffe at che firft creation. The Hea- 
thens God fuffered to walk ia therr own w ryes. Nevertheleffe,he left not himfelf witho: A@24. 5, 
witneffe : but his Name wasever terrible and tremerd amongft them. The Hittites 17. 
honoured Abraham as a Prince of God, Phiraoh was raifed up on purpofe, that on 
him God might get him a name throughoutall the earth, Exod.9.16. Jethro 
heard of his doings in Egypt, and became a Profelyte. The hearts of the Cana- 
anitsmelced, and they were made to fay, The Lo.d your God, he îs God in heaven 
above, and in earth benesth, Job. 2.11. The Philiftins were woe-begon when they 
beheld the Ark of the Ged of Mrael brought into the field - and were ready, as 
worms, to wriggle into their holes. Theking of Babylon fent Embaffadours and 
a prefent to Hezechrah, becaufe he had heard that for his fake God had caufed the 
Sun to goback. D.wuel records what a Name God had gotten him in his dayes 
all the world over. Andafter the captivity neer A4zLichy’s time, the famous vi. 
tories gotten by the Maccabees were far and neer difcourfed of. Fudis M ccabeus 
had his nametrom the capital letters of this motto written in his Enfigne Afi cs- 
mocha Elohim Febovah, wko ts like nisto thee O Lord amon g the Gods? But befides, 
and aboveall this, Gods nameis dreadfull among the Heathenina fpecial manner 
now; fince the calling of the Gentiles, and the converfion of fo many nations to 
the faith of Jefus Chrift, Maugre the malice of earth and ofhell. This made Ca- 
loccrius an Heathen fay, Vere magnas ef? Deus brih a irum the God ofthe Chrifti- 
ans isa great God indeed, And another AZsoparindrar@- tty 6 Oats indy your 
God is a moft Majeftick God. Whata mouth of blaipheray then opened that def- 
parate Papift Joba Hyxt in his humble appealto King Fes? ihe God of the 
Proteftants, faith he, (whom he knowesto be the Father, Son, and holy Ghoft) is Chap.6. 
the moft uncivil, & evil-manner’d God of all thofe who have born the name of guds of that Pam- 
upon the earth : yea, wore then PaxGod of the clowns, which can endure noce- Pkt 
remonies, nor good manners at all ; True itis, that humane inventions in his fer- 
vice, and Popifh will-worfhips, our God willnotaway with. Such ftrange fire if 
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' any prefume to bring before him, they may look to fpeed as N:d:b and Abihn, 


Core and hiscomplices did : but he expects and requires that all his worfhippers ~ 
fhould come before him with reverence and godly fear : For even our God (no leffe 

then the Jews God) zs a confitming fire. He ts terrible out of his holy places P{.:1.68.35.. 
And albeit he loves to be acquainted with his people in the walkes of their obedi- 

ence : yet ( as z great King) he takes {tate upon him in his ordinances, and wilbe 

trembled at in his word and Saeraments.Hence Chryfoftome calles the Lords table, 

that dreadfultable: and other Ancients cal Sacraments mè genlè pusheez terrible geusdus- 
myfteries. He that comesto this table without his wedding: garment may look to 

be taken from the table to thecormentor. That’s aremarkable Texe Exid. 34.10, 

11, upon the nobles of the children of Ifrael he laid nor hivhand : alfo they {aw God, and 


Heb. 12,28, 


did eat and drirk, So dreadful is God, and fo infiniteis the diltance betwixe him 


and the greateft Noble that comes to his table, that it is an honour they may be 
i G gg3 fuffered 


| 
| 
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fuffered to live in his fight: how much more then to partake of his ordinances: 
Kingsand judgesare inftru@ed to ferve the Lord with fear, and to rejoyce before 
him with trembling, Pjal.2.10,11. Thisis horror Yacer, faith 2 Lapid? upon this 
text defcanting apon their vulgar interpreter, who rendereth the word dreadful 
horrible, Et nomen meum borrsbile. Yer what an’ odde conceit was that ofa cer- 
E.Vivesde tain Sophitter at Paris, who would needs be called the borrsble Sophifter, non mize- 
caufcorruarte veng cam appellationem ratus gaans Africani ast Afiatici faith Fives. Perhaps he 
£3 had read this Text in the vulgar Tranilation. Unleffe they had the fame law at Pa- 
ris that they had in Italy, that none fhould read the Bible, leit they fhould thereby 
be made heretikes: but rather ftudy Ariforle (whom Peter Lombard had brought 
into more requeft then Saint Paz, asthe Sorbon at Paris complained ( or the Ca- 
us had been eight yeers Do@our, ere he began to 
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non-Law, whereof Caroloft ad: 
read the Scripture: and yet at the raking of his degree had been pronounced, 
Sufficientiffimes. 


CHAP. ID 
Ferfe x. AX now, O Je prieks, &c.. Now, thatis, Now 2g:iz, I rauft kave 
the other bout with you, befides whar I had ot. 1. 6,7, &e. for 
as once from the Prophets ( fo now from the Priefts) in Jerufalem prof ise fe is 
Jers3.15  Zome forth into all the land. Their white Epliods covered many foul finnes: and 
their evil example proved a publike mifchicf. Hence the lrophec is fo round with 
them : for he knew that a wicked Prictt is the worft creature upen earth. Unfavo- 
ry falt isfit for no place; no not for che dunghiil, Jt isan cld-proverb, that hell 
ts paved with the fhaven crowns of evil prietts.. The word iricge is never ufed by the 
DecuhuSang, Apofties for a Minifter of the Gofpel : nonor by the mofi ancient Lathers, as Zed- 
Lled. larmsine himfelf confeffeth. Indeed in Chryfoftense I finde this piercing paffage; 
Hem 3.in AG. Non arbitror inter facerdotes multos cffe qui fulvi fiant, 1 donee think, farh He, 
that among all our priefts, there be many that fhall be faved. Bersard conns atter 
him and complains, thatin the court of Rome good men failed, bad nien crew 
Eib. de amain: and that the Bifhops of his time, were not Do&ours but feducers, not Pa- 
Confid, {tours but Impoftours, not Prelates but Pilates. Yea Pope Pis the iecond hath ieft 
l _ ivin writing, that no villanous a@ had been for a long time committed in the Ca- 
cine ; tholike Church, the firft beginning whercof proceeded not from the prictts, Cov. 
Lift. Neap 4, 446 a Lapide upon this chapter, cries ont of the ignorance and wickedne‘Te of the 
Popifh Clergy, asthe caufe of the contempt caft by usuponthem. And {iould 
we had not eanfe to fay, that many of our Minifters neither feed liberally by cha- 
, rity, nor foundly by do@rine, nor religioully by life: which opencd once the 
mouth of that dead dog Campia, malicioufly to bark out, AZizsjèris cor sis zibil 

vilius, Their Minifters are moft vile and vicious. 
` this commandement is for you| i.e. that curfe,chap. 1.14. implying a comman- 
dement : that if you defire to efcape that heavy curfe, you fortlwith obey this 
commandement ( Aut faciendum ening ant paticxdim ) to procure the’ purity and 
integrity of my worfhips, and to fee that there be a prefent reformation of Reli- 
gion. Reformation is a work that hath ever gone heavily on, and hath met with 
much oppofition. As that made by Elix, by lofieh, by Nekemiab, and by Heas- 
kiah, who found the Priefts and Levites very backward: which the good king per- 
ceiving, braa firit himfelf, and awaked thofe Qussards with thefe words. Obbe 
not deceived, my fonnes: God hath chofen Jos for this fervice, 2 Chron. 29. 11- 
The like backwardneffe was found in the Popith Clergy toa generali Councell, fo 
much urged and called for by the Bohemians, Germans, and other Nations, that 
groaned under the yoke of Papall tyranny. Lether truly and trimly compared 
the Cardinals and Prelats that met at Rome about eform ation of the Church, to 
SlelunCom. foxes, that came to fweep an houfe full of duft with their tails: and infteed of fwee- 
ment ping it out, fwept itall aboutthe houfe, and made a grent unoke for the while: but 
when they were gone, the duft fell all down again. When nothing could be ob- 
tained of che Pope, Luther began to reforine in Germany, where he hada a 
oor 
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goor open, but many adverfaries, and none more violent then the Pope, whofe 
ripple crowne, and the Monks, whofe fat paunches he fo neatly touched, as Era/- 
sons merrily cold the EleGor of Saxony. Bacer and Adclanéthon framed a form of 
icfurtation with approbation of che Peersand States. Bur the Clergy of Collen 
rejected it with fcorn and flander, faying that they would rather fubmit to the 90- 
verament of the great Turk, thentoa Magiftrate chat followed or furthered füch P aa, in 
a Reformation. Herein England fomething began to be done in the time of Zez) tits Ete. 
vy the &. burcie was fo envied and oppofed by the Church-men, that little could be 
donc to what was expected. There fre many ( faid He, fitting in Parliament ) that 
are too bufie with cheir new Sumpfimes, and others that dote too much upon their 
old ALmpfimus. The new religion though true, He and his Clergy envied: the 
old, though his own, he defpiled. Masiftrates are to have the main ftroke in Re- 
formation of Religion, ( though Papifts would utterly exclude them for havins te 
do in matters b-eclefiafticall) but Mintfters alfo muft move in theirown Orb, and do 
their part roo. (why elfe are the prietts here commanded and menaced?) r. Ly 
teaching. 2. By exercifing difcipline. And here Magiltrates muft hemme Mi- 
nifters in with boards of Cedar, Cant. 8.9. provide for their fecurity, whiles they 
dotheir duty, that whey may be without fear among them, as Timothy, 1 Cor. 16.10, ° 
Envied they mutt look to be, and hated for their zcalto Gods honfe, which they 
feck to purge. But publike refpeéts muft ( like the rapt motion ) carry our hearts 
contrary to the wayes of our own private refpects, or concernments: and confider, 
that as it is not the roffing in a fhip, but the ftomack that cauferh fickneffe; the cho- 
ler within, and not the waves without: So the frowardneffe of men, that quarrel! 
with reformation ; and not the work it felf, which is Gods commandement, as here 
the Prophet calls it. 
Verfe 2. If ye wil not hear} that your fouls may live, fa. 55. 3. but for- 
bear, and fo fhew your felvesa rebellions hon e, Exk, 2 8. fo adding rebellion to 
Jour finne. If you will needs refemble the deaf adder, which although by {pitting 
out his poyfon, he might renew. his age, ftoppech his ears by applying one to the 
carth, and covering the other with his tail, left he fhould hear the voyce OF the 
charmer. Or, if ye do hear with thar griftle that growes upon your head onely, 
wind will not lay it to heart] Heb. upon your heart, asa weight to keep it down 
from rifing in rebellion againft the Lord. If you clteem my command a light mat- 
ter, and inftead of pondering it in Jour hearts with Mary, caj it bebizd yonr 
backs, Pfal. 50.17. or, fufferit torun thorow you as water runs thorow a riven 
veffell, Heb.2. 4. I£ thirdly, you will not give glory uzio my Name, by confefing 
your finnes, Jo% 7. 19. ( fo fubmitting to my Juflice, and imploring my mercy, 
which will make much to my glory ) and redrefling your wayes, Pfal. 50.23. hy 
breaking off your finnes, and bearing much fruit, Job. 15.8. ftudying mine ends 


` more then your own, and drowning all felf-retpects in my glory. “If you will not 


obferve and fulfill thefe three fore-mentioned conditions of exen ption ; 

I will even fend a curfe spon yon) that evil Angel of mine, that thall bring with 
him fierceneffe of anger, wrath, indignation and trouble ‘P/a. 78. 49. The Vol- 
gar Interpreter rendersit, J will even fend poverty spon you ; a curfe well facing 
with their covetoufinefle, and agreeable to that threatened by another Prophet: 
As the Partridge fitteth on eggs and batcheth them not : fo be that getteth riches and 
not by righe ( as thefe Priefts had done ) pall leave them inthe midft of his dapes, Jer.r7.1% 
and at his end b? a fool. A poor fool God will foon make of the covetous caitif’: 
and reduce him to extream want ; than the which he knowes no greater hell, no 
curfe comparable, But the Originall is morc generall, / wid exccrate you, or pro- 
nonnce a ctrfe againft you. Howbceit, Noz zif coactus, No otheewife then as com- 
pelled to it; as that Emperor faid, laying his hand upon his mouth fora good 
while, before he would pronounce fentence of death upen ene thathad deferved 
it. Hiftories tell us of Auguftus, that it wentas much againft the heare with 
him, as ic did againft the hair with the malefactour, when he adjudged him to con- 
digne punifhmene, Fefpafian wept over thofe he fentenced. Nero, in his firt nae 
five years, being to figne a warrant for exccution.of certain Malefactours faid, 0 AO Won- 
atinam literas nefcirem, O that I could not write, Our King Edw. 6. could not 
be perfwaded by all his Councill to put his hand toa warrant for the burning of 

one 
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one fone Butcher, tbat had w ell deferved it. Our gracious God might well fay 
As I live, 1 delight not in the death of fianers,bus rather would they fhożid convert and 
lize:why elfe doch he here in threatening a curfe,interpofe condition ofrepentance > 
why doth he warn before he wounds,and premonifh before he punifh? Well might 
gisi 6 Ses, (the Heathen Hiltorian fay, God lovesto forefignific. Well might that Father fay, 
cesmaudivel’ ) Atinatar Devs ut non peniat. God therefore menaceth mifery thae he may not 
H redat. infli&ir. Andanother, Ideo prolata eft fextentia, ut non fiat. The fentenceis, 
therefore pronounced, thart it may not be executed. Wirnetfe chat we read Am. 
4. 12. Therefore thus will I do unrothce. Thus? kow? Henameth not how, that 
they may fear the utmoft, (as Ribera noteth Jand yethe addeth, Becanfe Iwill do 
this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Ifrael. Surely as a woman bringsnot 
forth without pain; Andasa bee ( nfùally ) {tings nor, till much provoked: fo 
neither doth God curfe his creature, tilithere be no other remedy 2 Chros. 36.16 
And then, Patientia lafa fit furor: abufed mercy turns into fury. Ifmen will 
not accept of conditions of peace, though never fo fair and reafonable (as here J 
but pervert his mercies to wantonneffe, his patience to prefumption, he willnot 
alwaics bear with their evill mariners : but, repenting him of his kindneffe fo caft 
away upon tho{e that prized it nor, as David repented of the good he had done 
1 $am.25.21, unworthy Nabal, he will make them know the worth of his ble flings by the want 
ofthem. 

Twill curfe your bh ffings\ faith He here, I willrecover mine own and be gone, 
as Hof. 2. 9. Iwill cut offthe meat from their mouths, and blait all your hopes 
of abundance, and deftroy you after that I had done you gocd Ie. 24. 20. Thus 
God dealt by his unfrnitfull vineyard Efay 5.5. he peld up the hedges and let in 
the wild-bore. Thus alfo he dealt by the unprefitable fervane: he took away his 
talent, and turned him over to the tormentcur. And thus he deales by diverfe 

. now adayes,in whom it is no hard matter to obfervea waine and decay of their 
’ gift, and abilities, upon their difufe, or mifufe thereof, How many have we that 
are wofully fallen from the affections of prayer they were wont to findand ex- 
pieffe? how many idle and therefore evi? minifters, rejected by God, and laid 
aftde, asfo many broken vellels: whileshe canfeth the night to come upos their 
divination, puts out their right eyes and dryes up their right armes Zach. 11. 172 
till at kngth they may fay with Zedekiab, Whendid the {pirit depart from me? 
IVoe to me, for I am fpoiled ler. 4. 13. And in very deed what fhouida Prince do 
but take away afword froma rebel? what fhoulda mother do, but fnatch away 
the meat from the child that marrs it? And what can God do lefile then take away 
his corn, wine and wooll,from thofe that not only own him to it,but go after other 
fireet-hearts with it? i 
Jea L hbavecurfed them already fora pledge of more malediction. For asin 
bicfings, every tormer isa pledge ofa future: fo in curfes. As one cloudfol- 
lowes another till the Sun difperfe them: fo doth one, curfe fucceed another till 
Repentance remove them. No fooner doth that rain-bow appear in our hearts, 
but God remembring his covenant, clears up our coafts, andlifteth up the light of 
his countenance upon us. Take the bark fromthe tree, and the fap can never find 
its way tothe branches. Take fin from the foule, and God will foon be reconci- 
led. Bat if ye walk contrary unto me, I will punifh youyet feven times more, and 
Jeven times, and feven to that; till I have dathed you in pieces: as Dagon, never 
left falling before the Ark till hisneck was breke. Sin doth as naturally draw 
and fuck curfes to it, as the Loadftone doth iron, or Turpentine, fire. The Chal- 
Idem repetit dec and the Vulgar make thefe words buta repetition of the former: for tbey 
gyincukeatrà Cad the Text thus : Z pil carfe your bleffings, and J will curfe them : to intimate 
Lapide, his peremptorineflein the thing, and that he was unchangably 1əfolved upon it. 
Now when God will doathing, who fhall hinder it? Nature may be refiftedaud 

hindred in its courfe; as when the fire burnt not the three worthies, when the 

Sun ftood ftıll in heaven, yea went backward. Men and devils thoughnever fo 

potent may want of their will, and be croffed in their defignes and defires. But 

if God will have this or that to be done, ther’sno gain-ftanding him. If he have 

a mind to bleffe his people, they fhall be bleffed. 1fhe will have pitty for his 

own names fake, which the houfe of Ifracl had prophaned E<ck, 36. 21. If he 

will 
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willcomein with his Non-obffante, Nevertheleffe he faved them Ge. and dealt 
with his fervants not according to his ordinary rule, but according to his prero- 
gative, who fhall contradi@& him? In like fort, if he will redouble his ftrokes 
upon his enemies, and not only corie them, but carfe them bitterly, as the Angel 
did AZerox, who can hinder or obje& againtt his proceeding in that behalf? His Judg.s 
judgements are fometimes fecret, but alwayes juft : and ifhe once fay, I will curfe 
+ yea that Iwill, there is aslittle hope of altering him, as there was of Pilate when 
he had once pronounced, what I have written, I have written, It (hall ‘farely 
and. , 
becanfe ye do not lay it to heart] Ashe had repeated their curfe, fohe 
their fin; inftancing in that Nees of it chat PoR offended him: and ce 
their ftupidiey and fenfelefneffe either of their fin, or danger. 'his isa God- 
provoking evill, oft complain’d of, but efpecially when it proceeds from prefùmp- 
tion, as Dest. 29. 19. Efay22. 12, 13, t4. Ezek. 24. 13. The Lord cannot 
fatisfie himfelfin threatening fuch: asif the very naming of it had enraged his 
jealoufic : neither ishe more abfolute in threatening, then he will be refolute in 
punifhing: 
_Verfe 3. Behold, I Will corrupt your feed) And fo mar your hopes ofan haryeft: I 
will bring famine upon you, that fore judgement, worfethen that of the {wor 
which yet is the flaughter-houfe of mankind, and the very hell of this prefent Lam. 4.9. 
world. By this {courge God will tame his prodigals, and ftarve their bodies - 
who by the contempt of his ordinances ftarve their own foules. Either by immo- 128-1. 4 
derate drought God can caufea famine, Joe? 1. 10. Orby immoderate moifture 
Verfe ig. The feed rotting under the cleds &c. to revenge the quarrel of his cove. 
nant. Tfrael was plagued with famine for breaking their faith with the Gibeo- 2Sam.orz 
nites. What may they expect that keep not touch with God ? David knew that — 
thenaturall caufe ofthat famine was drought: but hie enquired (though „twere 
long firft ) after the fupernaturall. As7?asob enquired who {teod on the top ofthe G 
ladder and fent the Angels to and fro? fo muft we in cafe of publike calamities 
afcend, to the top of them, and fee who fends them, and what is the canfe of 
chem, that we may caft the traitours head over the wall, and he may retarn and 
repent and leave a bleffing behind him. For till then, we may look chat he fhould 
cutoff our provifion and victaalls, as wife Princes ufe todo from their rebels 
whom they have gottenup into a walled town. 
and fpread dung upon your faces | caft contempt upon you, and cover you with 
confufion: make you to ftink above ground, fothat men fhall thun and abhorr 
your company. Thisisanotherfruit of fin, and piece ofthe curfe: and many 
wicked men are more afraid of it, then of the fin that caufeth it: as Cherezs in 
Terence not afhamed to deflour avitgin, was yet afhamed to be feen in an Eu- 
nuchs habit the figne of that fin. Trucitis, thatthe belt may have dung caft into 
their faces, as St. Pawi and his precious companions had 1 Cor. 4. 13. We are 
faith he, rhe filth of the world, and the offsconring of all things. The later word 
fignifiech the dxng-cart that goes thorough the city, into which every one brings weld. 
and cafts his filth: to note, that every foole had fome filth to caft upon thofe 
Worthies of whom the world was not worthy. And truely all publike perfons 
that are faithfull to their truft, had need carry a fpare handkerchief to Wipe of dirt j 
anddrivell: which yet many times will hardly ftick, as dirt will not upon marble, 
though it will upon a mud-wall. Zhe wife fhall inherit glory: when pame fall be g 
the promotion of feoles Pro, 3. 35. A fair promotion: buctgood enough for them, 
unlefethey werebetter. Ifthe precious fons of Zion comparable to fine gold, be at 
any time effeemed as earthen pitchers as Lam. 4. 2. or trodden in thedirt by the 
fat buls of Befas, God will in duc time make all his that have laine fallied and 
flurred among the pots, tobecomeas the wings of a dove covered with filver, and 
her feathers with pure gold Pfal. 68. 13. Inthemean while, they have the Enge 
ofa good confcience, which is better then the worlds Plasdite. “But profane and 
Profligate perfons with their fpiritual naftinefle and fuperfisity of naughtineffe, ftink 
Worfe then thefe cityes of the plaine in the noftrils of God and all good men, 
whiles they live, ( according to that, Zhe name of the wicked foall rot, And again, Proto% 
He that perverteth his wages Jeail be known, ) And when they dye they hall be ° 
So arried 
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quires, that it be read in the prefent tenle rhus, Nim ciris. For Je do kaow thas a 
hove jen Se. You know your digoni d duty as Priefts : itfal Varro z- 

jeat | y gnity and duty as Priefts: and yet ye wilfully nitam habetis i 
crofle yqur own knowledge and contcience. Knowledge is a divine gilt : it is doc. Polan. . 
the gres talent of all other : there is a (much) fer upon it, Lsk. 12.48. there is mpero. 
a fpecial dpefinm in it, as the word there uled importeth. ‘To know heavenly 
things isto. feend mto kesve fath Agar ‘P,0v.30, 4- Burasche devil (chat know- 
ing creature, that hath his name in Greek from the largneffe of his objeđtive know- ô defawp 
ledge; was once an Angel of light cillhe fell from bes dignity, Fud.6. fothofe char Walt deiiuoy a4 
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carried thoroughthe dung-gate of death, to the town-ditch of utter deftrudion. 
` At which time, thatin Job fhall be verified ofthem, Though hes excellency moust 
, Tobr20.6,7+ up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds, yet he foall perifh for ever like 
his own dung : they which have feen him( in his flourifh ) hall Jay, Where is beP.. 
Let thofe dekhonefamenta Cleri iook tothis; all idle and evill Minifters, who as 
unfavoury faltare fit for no place but the dung-hill, even tobe buried ina dung- 
hill, as Bifhop Bonser “was, and ( mean-while)to be trodden under foot, 
which is a thng not only calamitous, but extremely ignominious- Afar. 


. 13. 
? a the dung of your folemne feafts| i. e. for the iniquity of your moft folemn 
fervices, which you have flubber’d over and made to ftink, I will make you alto 
abject and abominable: as the dung of facrifices offered in great number on felti- 
vall dayes, was carried into fome by-corner, and {et out of fight. And here it is 
remarkable that God calleth the folemn feafts their folemn-feafts, as if they had 
been none of his: he would not own them. So Jer. 7. 21. in {corn he calles 
their facrifices fle/b, ordinary fleth, fuch as wasbought and fold in the fhambles. 
And Hof. 9. 4. he calleth the fame facrifices,thcsr bread for their foule, or for their 
naturall faftenance, and faith it fhall not come into hes honfe. And yet he {peaks 
there of that meat-offering Lev. 2. 5. appointed by God himielf for a fpirituall 
ufe, which is nevertheleffe called the bread for thesr life, or livelyhood: becaufe 
God efteemed it no other then common meat. In alike fenfeit was, that after 
the people of Ifrael had fet up the golden calf, God would own them no longer, 
but fathers them upon Mofes : Behold thy people, faith He to Mofes, whom thou 
broughteft ont of Egypt Cc. Exod. 32. 7. David alfo, when he bad aned in 
numbring the people, was counted and called bue plain David, Go and fay to Da- 
vid c..2 Sam. 24. 12. whereas before chat, when he purpofed to build che 
Lorda Temple &c. then it was, Go tel/my fervant David œc. The Saints them- 
felves, when they fin againft God, are ina fort fulpended from the covenant, 
Therefore it is ufuall with them, when they feck the Lord for any fpeciall mercy, 
to begin with humbling themfelves, and taking pains with their own hearts, as Da- 
vid, Daniel, Ezra, cee. i £ 

. Verfe. 4. Andye fhall know that I bave fent &c.] Thatis, ye fhail know by wofull 
eXperience : your punifhment fhall advertife you : the curfe appendent to the com- 
mandement fhall teach you as Gideon ranghr the men of Succoth fe. with thorns and 
and briers of the wilderneffe, 7d.8.16. and as David caught the children of Am- 
mon better behaviour, by making them paffe thorough the brick-kilne, 2 S.i2.12.31 

, andasthe Phrygians wax not wife, unleffe they be beaten toit, when Gods indg- 
ments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteou{neje Ifai.26.9. 
Smart makes wit, and vexation giveth underftanding. Ehuds ponyard was a mef- 
fage from God ; who as he is faid to hold his peace when he punifheth not P/a. 
50.21. Efay 42.14. foto preach and teach when he doth Ezy 28. 19. his fcourges 
are mens {chool-matters Stdtioxeacs deudor One calls them,Gods free-fchool-mafters,) 

, curftand crabbed enough, but fuch as whereby he openeth mens ears to difcipline, and 
commandeth them to return frons iniquity : Then he theweth them their work,andtheir 
tranf@reffions that they have exceeded, that they have flighted the commandement 
which he had fent them, and that now he would plead with them another way, 
fc. with patience , and with blood, Exek.38. 22. and fo would caufe them to paffe 
under. the vod, that thereby he might bring thems into the bond of the covenant, purging 
aut the rebels, and them that tranfgrefs, Exck,20.37, 38. God fhould have no tribute 

from men (asthofe Malignants fuggefted againft the returned captives Ezra 4.13: 
if he did not make them know his breach of promife Nan. 14,34. ifhe did not 
break covenant with them that firft play falfe with him, and keep no condition 
on their part required. See 2 (hron.15.2. and when thou art making a covenant 
with fin, fay to thy foul, as Boaz faid to his kinfman ‘Ruth 4-4. Ae what time thon 
buyeft it, thom muft have Ruth with it. If thoy wile have the pleafure of fin, the 
wages of wickednefle, thou muft alfo have the, curfe &c. and let thy foul aniwer 
ashethere doth, No, I may notdo it, I fhall mar and fpoil a better inheritance. 

Polanus and others diflike the reading ofthis text inthe future tenfe ye {hall know 


that I hane fent this commandment, and tell usthat the {cope of the Prophecy re- 
cuires, 


corrupt thenafelves in that they know Jede.10. that imprifon the licht the ; 
ias a prophet from God) in xarighteox{ueffe: chat ee Giant ee Rom. 1.18. 
from God, as here, and yerafter chat they have known che way of righteoufneffe 
dorurn{ rom the holy commundement delivered unto them, the latter end will be worfe 
Wirh thoje men then the beginning 2 Pet.2.20,21. they have but,afpired to an higher . 
pitch that their fall might be the more defperate. Neronis illad, Qutatus aitifex 
` perco quadrabs t in te peritum & periturum fath One. Thou doelt but carry iri b's 
letters about thee to thine own utter deftrudtion. Thou maift go to hell with much ; 
knowledge in thy head : asa bull with acoronet and garland goes tə the flaughter. 
Thou mayelt alfo, for this one fault meet with an hell aforehand in thine own 
confcience, as Spiradid ; crying out to chofe about him, to learn of him to take heed. 
of fevering’ kuowledge and practife. What elfe was it that brought fuch ioiring 
and troubles both inward and outward on thofe Efay 59.131,12. and that when fal- 
vation was looked for ? Our iniguitses, fay they, reflifie to our faces, and we know 
th ne. All fins offend confcience : but fins againtt knowledge waite and deftroy it 
A dangerous degree, drawing neer that fin to which facrifice isdenyed. For fins 
againft the law, though againit knowledge, there was an attonement, Levit. 6. 1. 
tothe 8. and he inftanceth in perjury. But to perfecute éhe known truth with ma- 
lice, for this rher’s no facrifice. . 
that my covenant might be with Levi} Levi did not thruft himfelf into the Prieft- 
hood : but was taken by God into fpecial covenant. See Num. 8.13,14- 1 Sam 
2.28. Meb.5.4. Noman tzketh this honour unto himfelf , but he thar is called of God. 
aswas Aron. Or if hedo he fhall fmoke and {mart for it , as Saul, Vzziah 
and others: no man might come uncalled to the king òf Perfia, upon pain of 
death : much leffe to the King of heaven, as Kore and his complices, whom God 
hath hanged up in‘gibbets, as ıt were, for example co all bold intruders upon thar ; 
tremend function of the Miniftery. Men out of office are not fent of God, there- 7 
fore they may not preach though gifted men Rom.10.15. with Efay 52. 8. All { 
that are in office to preach are Apoftles, Evangelifts, Prophets, Paftours or Tea- 
chess Ech.4.a3. Elders onely my preach Tir. 1.5. And the contrary would pre- 
vent, the Apoftle willeth thatin the Church all things be done decent'y andin order. 1 Cor-ty.g. 
which could not be if all were teachers: for then there would be no diftin@ion of X 
Minifters and people. But Are.lireackers ? faith the Apolftle 1 Cor.12.29. And 
he anfwers himfelf, No, but onely thofe whom God did fet, ve-fet3. like ashe fer 
apart the tribe of Levi, to execute the Priefts office: which whiles Corah, Dathan 
and ¢4biram fought to impugne, and level, they went quick into the pit Num. 
16.30. Meddle not-therfore without a calling ; that in the of Gods ditplea- 
fure you may appeal unto him with Jeremy, and fay, As for g, have not hiftencd 
or thruft in myfelffor a Paftour afier thee: neither have I dsfired the wofalday, thou 
kzoweft : that which came out of my Lipps was vight before thee. And being able fafely Jer.17-16. 
tofay this, thou mayeft binde upon it, that God who is in covenant with all his 
Lev?'s, his faithful Minifters , will be their fhield and their exceeding great reward 
ae ies the world deal with them. Y 
erje 5. My covenant was with him of life and peace} No ith 
anexpofitour here )is of four forts. i ce TINO Fie a 
1. General made with all creatures Gez 9.2. 
2. With the Church in general Gen. 17. 
3- With the Church of the Eleg, Jer.31.33. fe BS 1258 ; f 
4 With fome particulars of fome {pecial graces, as here with Levi, of life and 
peace. So then to minifters (above others) hath the Lord bound himfelf by fpe- 
cialcovenantto be their mighty Protetour, and rewarder : to give them life and 
peace 
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‘peace ! thatis, long life and profperous. See Neenz.25.12,13. Life of it felf, though 
peftered with many miferies, isa fweet mercy, and highly to be prized- Bener 
is a liviag dog then adead liowticelef.9.4. And Why is the living man forrowfiul, anu 
for the punifbmenr of bis fins? Lam.3.39. As who fhould fay, let a man fuffer ne- 
ver fo much, yer if he be fuffered to live, he hath caute to be contented. Itis rhe 
Lords mercy he is not confisurd. \\ hen Barec fought great things for himfelf, Fere- 
my tels him he may be glad (in thole dear years of life, when the arrows of death 
came fothick whisking by him ) thache had his hfe fora prey. J cob took more 
comfort of his fon Jufep/s lite, then of his honour. Jofeph is yer clive Te. nis vi: 
tam non vith ? faith Aaffia, who is it that delires nor lire? When David moveth 
the queftion, what man ishe that defireth life, and loveth many dayes, chat he 
may fee good? Anji brings in every man anfwering / do, and J do. Long life 
' and happy dayes is every mans delire. If God give thele bleflings to thote that 
are graceleffe, it is by vertue ofa providence onely, and not of apromile, and 
that’s nothing {o comfortable; life in Gods difpleafure is worfe then death, faid 
that Martyr, if wicked men live long, itis that they may make up che meafure of 
their fins ; and by heaping up fin, increafe their corment. If godly men die foon, 
God taketh them away {fı om the evil to come: as when there isa firein an houfe 
or town , men fecure their Jewels: And though they fallin wars, yet they die ix 
peace, as good Fofish did: who allo ŝa brevi vite fpacio temporavirisiuin maliar- 
plevu, lived quickly, lived apace, lived long in a little time. Eor life confiltsin aĝi- 
1 on Efay 38-1 5,16. The Hebrews call ronning water living water. Now Gods faith- 
ful Minifters, if they work hard, and fo wear out themtelyes to do good to others, 
, (as alamp wafteth it felf to give light, oras that herb mentioned by Play, that 
cures the patient but rots rhe hand that adminiftreth it) if like clouds they fweat , 
~ themfelves to death to bring fouls to God, yet fhall. they be fure.to finde it a blef- 
fed way of dying : they fhall mort vitaliter dieto live for ever. God will not fend 
_ any of his to bed , till they have done their work. The two witneffes could notbe 
‘ flain, till their teftimony was finifhed. No malice of man can antedate their ends 
a minute.» The dyes of mouriing for my fither will cone faid Efun, and then ekdi - 
my brother F.cob, Gen.27. 41. Here Efun, that rough reprobate, threatenerh his ta- 
ther alfo, as Luther conceiveth. For it isas if he thould have faid, 1 will be aven- 
ged by being the death of my brother: though it be tothe breaking of my fathers 
heart. But what’sthe proverb? Threwexed fulk live leag: for even ‘frac who died 
fooneft, lived above forty yeers beyond this. 1%y nimes are i thy hands faith Da- 
vid, and that’s a fafe hand; And blefled be.God that Chrift liveth and reigneth, 
alioqui totus defperaffem, or elfe I bad been in ill cate, faid Afconiusin a letter 
of histo Calum. Miniftersare flars in Chrifks right hind, and it will be hard pul- 
ling them thence ; They muft carry their fives in their hands, and be ready to 
lay them down, when it may befor the glory of their Matter : but they fhall be 
fure not to dye (whether by a natural or by a violent death) cill the beft time ; not 
till that time when, ifthey were but rightly informed, they would defire to dic. 
But whether their death be a burat-offering (of Martyrdome) or a peace-offering, 
(whether they die in their beds as E//h., or be carried to heaven in a fiery chariot 
as Eliiab) let it be pirec will offering, and then it hall be a {weer facrifice to him 
who hath covesemed with them for life and peace. < They fhall by death, as by a 
door of hope, enter into peace, they fhall reft in their beds, yea, in Abrahams bofome: 
and as the fleep of the labouring man is fweet unto him, whether he cat linde or muh: 
fo heaven fhall be fo much the more heaven to fuch as have here had cheir purgato- 
avy. Mark the upright man, faith holy -Divd, and behold the juft, for Chow 
troublefome foever his beginning and middle is) the -end of that man b 
peace. ; 7 š s c 
and I gave then to bim! Here’s the performance of Gods 'covenant to Lew 
and his pofterity. God doth not pay his promifes with fair words onely, as Serto- 
rixs is faid todo: Neither ishe like Anugonis Aday (ignominioufly.fo called , be- 
caufe ) forward in promifing , flack ih performing: But ashe hath hitherto kept 
promife with nights and dayes, Fer. 33. 20,25. that one fhould fucceed the o- 
ther, fo much more doth he keep promife with his people : -foras his love moved 
him to promife > fohis truth bindech him to perform. See both thefe pes 3 
2OUs 
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2 Saz, 18,21. For thy words fake, and according tothine own heart haft thos done all 
theje things. According to thine own heart, that is, of thine own meer motion; out 
of pure aud unexcited love thou didft give thy word and promife: and for thy 
words fake hafi thos performed it. - There was nothing in efaron or his feed that 
God fhould make his {pecial covenant with him of Lfe azd peace. Hisrod was as 
dry and dead as any of the reft, til God madeit to bloffom. But when God had once 
patted his promife, and fo made himfelfa voluntary debter, he failed not to per- 
form it co him and his. Asror himfelf lived one hundred & three years, ‘Phineas three 
hundred, as it is thorght, and as fome Chronologers do obferve. Johu. the fon of 
Jejedech lived (according to Helwcus) 110 years in the office of the high-prieft- 
hoods : 

To thefe and others was exprefly fulfilled a Covenanr of life and peace: and 
Ged would have been ready co have performed it to thefe co whom Atalachy pro- 
phecieth, had not themfelves hindred. For they “ke mex (or like Adam ) tranf- 
greffed the covenzusrz Or (as Janins and Tremellins read it) not tanquan homincs, 
y but raagaam kominis , they made no more of breaking it, then if they had had to 
do with duft and afhes like themfelves,and not with the great God. Remerisber thes, 
O my God , faith good Nehenziah concerning thefé covenant-breakers , becasfe 
they have defiled the prieft-houdl , ana ike covenant of the Prieft-hood and of the 
Levites. 

for the fear wherewith he feared uzc,8c. that isthe good priefts did fo,the bad did 
otherwife: but Ged reckons of men by their righteoufneffe. and this was the re- 
ftipulation, or the condition on the priefts part performed : for ina covenant both 
parties und -rtake to do fomewhat. As inthe general covenant of grace, Cod 
promiferh to be the Ged of his peopl: , thatis, an univerfal good , All-fatficient, fa- 
tisfactory, and every way proportionable and fitting to their fouls. And they ( in- 
terchangeably) promife to be hes people ; , that is, to beftow themfelves wholly up- 
on him with higheft eflimation, moft vigorous affections, and utmoit endeavours š 
giving up their names and hearts to the profeflion of his truth. So that when he 
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eryesout , Who is on my fide ? Who ? one fayes, Z aw the Lords: anoiber calls Efty 44. 5 


hinfelf by the name of Facob : another fublcvibes, &e. Semblably in this particular 
covenant with the tribe of Levi , God promifed chem life and peace; and they 
affured him of fear and humility. Fear isan a®e@ion of the foul fhrinking in it 
felffrom fome imminent evil. Hereof there are three forts, natural, carnal and fpi- 
ritual. 

The firft isnot to bedifliked, if it do novdegencerate into ihe fecond. The next 
is a bafe fear of the creature more then ofthe Creator, whois God bleffed for ever. 
The third is nothing cife but an awful refpect to che Divine Majefty. Spiritual fear 
we called it in refpect, 

Te Ofthe Author of it, Gads holy Spirit, called therefore, 4 Spiri of know- 
ledge, cnd of the fear of the Lord. 

2. Ofthe objet ofit, The Father of Spi: iss, who is therefore, by an Appel- 
lative proper, called Fe.r,P/-76.11. 

3. OF the cea, which is to fpiritualize both us and our fervices: and was 
therefore fitly vowed to God by thofe of the fpiritz/ry that ttood before him 
continually, and were to be exact in their whole deportment, at their peril: God is 
of purer eyes then to behold evil. Je canot look on iniquity in auy, Hab. 1.13. 
Mofesand Aaron among his priefts, and Scmucl among then that call spon his 
name: They called npon the Lord, «nd be anfwered ther: he forgave rheir iaiguities: 
howbeit he took vengeance of their inventions. Pfa. 99.8. He met Mofes in the Inne 
and had much ado to forbear killing him Exed.4.44. And for Aaron; when, (to- 


gether with Miriam) he murmured againft Mofes , and AL +i -m was thereupon Aud rd ices- 
{mitten with leprofie, Aaron was fpared, not fomuch for the honour ofthe Prieft- ovensa ieus 


hood (as Chrrfoftom gives the reafon, but becauleof the fere wherewith he Bae 
feared the Lord, and his humiliation that followed upon that fear. Confernebatur 


for he was afraid before Gods name} Or, as others better render this text, Prop- infancy 
ter nomen azenm humiliatus eff, He was amazed, affrighted, henbled becanfe of my Mat.14.72. 


name, he withdrew hin:felf (fo fome render it) or threw himfelf ost of doores, as Pe- 
terdid into alone place where he might fowce himfelfin the felt rears of godly 
Hhh forrow 


Cuap.2. 
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forrow. Or, he forunx and foriveld up, and fo teftified the trouble of his mind 
by the horroz of his body. Horripilarus cft, his heart fell down, his hair tood 
upright. See -Pfal. 119. 53, & 120. His humiliation was deep, and down-right, 
foaking and fowring his heart, fad. 73- 21- The word here ufed 1s pailive, but 
Levi his humiliation was active: he was not humbled onely, but humble; low, but 
lowly: he knew that no factifice could be accepted, but that which was Jaid on the 
low altar of a contrite heart, which fanctifics the facrifice. 

Verfe 6. The Law of truth was in his mouth | Hitherto hath been fer forth what the 
Priefts of old were for their own particular, and as private perfons : they were net 
high-minded but feared God. Now as Pulpit-men and publike Teachers, they have 
here a four-fold commendation.And firft,that Truth was their ftudy and trade: they 
were expert init, and had an excellent faculty in cominunicating their conceptions 
of itto others; fo chat if they did but open their mouthes almoft, it was a fermon: 
they hada ready and eafie way of difcourfe, an holy volubility and dexterity of 
delivering themfelves to the benefit of others: as the law of God was in their 
hearts, fo their mouthes fpake wifdome, and thcir tongues talked of judgement, 
Pjal. 37-30, 34- Ost of she good treasure of their hearts they could throw forth 
at pleafure good things, for the edification of others: yea, like full clouds, they 
willingly diftilled, and like full paps they were in pain till eated of their milk. Nei- 
ther medled they onely with toothleffe truths, left chemfelves fhould be left toorh- 
teffe, (as One faid, Truth is a good miftreffe, but he that followeth her too clofe 
athecls, fhali have his teeth ftruck out ) as Balac bad Balasm neiuer curfe nor 
bleffe at all: and asthe Papifts were wont to fay, Miffa now mordet, the Maffe bi- 
teth no man: But they held, thar truth muft be fpoken however it be taken: and 

abhotred to be looked upon as the devils dsrt-dawhers, and xptedfters, to dawb 
with untempered morter, or tofowe pillows under their elbowes. They affected 
varker to be filed ( as Arrianus the Hiftorian was ) gAaaises, Lovers of Truth, 
fhe tas plain-dealers: and,as itis reported of Sactoxizs, they took the fame liberty tocry 
ge i down finne, that men did to cemmitit. Ean tells us that the HigL-priet among 
guz ipfi vixe- the Egyptians wore about his neck a Saphir-ftone, which was called Aaibes, Trath, 
This was but an apith imication of Azrons Urim and Themmm:. e. light of truth, 
and integrity of lif, Adercurics Priefts were wont to feed upon figs, and then to 
fay, yauna ñ dahet, Truth is fweet. It is fo indeed co chofe that bave their fenfes 
exercifed ta difccrn good and evil. But moft men cannot brook down-right truth: 
the hearing of ic gallsthem, as they write of fome creatures , that they have fel 
iz anre, their gall in their cars. Hence Truth breeds hatred, and plain-dealing is 
generally difgufted : it is bitter in the ftomacks of thofe chat hear it, though fweet 
inthe mouth of thofe that utteric, Rev. 10.9. Micaiah would not budge, or be 
bafe in his errand to bab, though he were fure to kiffe the ftocks for his ftoutneffe. 
Azariah the high-Prieft withftood king Uxaiuh to his face, and put him out of the 
‘Temple. Which whiles Uriah did not, but wickedly complied with idolatrous 4- 
haz, in making and ferting up the altar of Damafcus, 2 King. 16. 11, 16. he ts 
branded with a black-cole for a court-paralite, and shall be infamous to all pofte- 
rity. Hiscontemporary Efay was of another fpirit, and fulfilled after God. (asit 
is faid of Caleb) He kept the law of truth in bis mouth, and rolled it as fugar under 
his tongue, though he fuffered for it. For (as Hierom tells us ) he was fawn afunder 
ft by his wicked countreymen, for two caufes. Firft, becaufe he faid he had feen the 
US SLord. Secondly, becaufe he called the great Ones of Judah, Princes of Sodom, 
Hier. in ifa.t.\and Rulers of Gomorrah, Quintilian faith of Fefpafian the Emperour, that he was 
ex Rabbin.  patientiffimus veri, very patient of truth, though ic never fo much couched him. 
But not many fuch to be met with. Afa though otherwife a good Prince, yet fell 
out grievoufly with Gods Prophet, for his plain-dealing,and layed him by the heels. 
Queen Elizabeth dealt little better with a Bifhop that had ina zealous Sermon ad- 
‘The Newlm- monifhed herto think on her laft end, by reafon of her great age, which few Prin- 
derscureby ces had attained unto, and of the Clymadericall year of her lite, which happened 
Sr.wilVaugb. a+ chartime. The Bifhop had the Queens page, but Gods Exge. And fo thall 
call Truths-Chaplains have, hewever the world entertain them. Wifdome fhall be 
AA. co2kj27 juftified of her children, and God will fee to their fafety, modo audeant que fentinnt, 
fo they thew men all the couafel of God, and keep back, nothing, that they have in 
charge to deliver. and 
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and iniqnity was not found in his lips) Heb. Crofenc dh. ee i 
dee, No fulfeneffe. He did not preach diftorted oe San 
ons of confcience, as thofe Seducers did AG. 20. 30. He du. ae convulfi- : 
word of God deceitfally, or fraudulently, as chofe deceitful woken a the x 
x1. 13. Neitherdidhe broach crrours, and writh from the right s E er ve 
refpects, fetting his diall by that Sunn; 1 Z) bef: 2. 3. But hee fa, OF {elf 
culine, difingaged, and noble fpirit that hath receiy N E NA 
he will not be drawn to falfity or faulter, to huckfte 


tily and covetonfly : but as of fincerity, but as 7 

$ c God ec: 
balers ee mixture of errours, or hanai h Let Hd ou Joe rei 
oules with their leaven of falfe do@rine. Let thofe Inhabitants of thie Sea ( > 


4 
they are called Kev. 12. 12. ) Popith Padres fe n ER í 
g : tab 
1 rE which rather bring barrenneffe to their sae ar aie eres : 
els, theo either quench thirft, oryeeld good fruit: He that eae God cir OW: : 
po me apa prize of by Sectaries and Seducers ; and knowin that hi T 
aa a at seat oe commandements and teacheth men fo Shali be leait ae K 
16. ) Be eten Do Heeger 9. (tharis, nothing atall there Mar. 20, Plil.19. 104 E 
found in his lips. #4 z and takes care that no iniquity be ' 
he walked with me in peace and equity) i j | 
4 2 quity] i. e He kept orre ao 
a DEEP with me, fothat we never dilered or ae e pai 
r together, and they not agreed? He was like-minded to me in all higa. tnd 
ol P my law in every point and part thereof. “Ap high commend tien’ ae 
a ary qualification in a minifter, that he not only talk of God. but a on anda 
im: pa = not loofely and at all adventures, but ftricktly and exadl Y 
Pae t rule, asa tranfcript ofhis own fermon, ne verba fatkis deficione a 
A eenn eft his words bluth for want of deeds accordingy : ne virtuti 105 Terrytt, 
enaa me L ee a honefty to an open fhame, as Ansipater dia when 
eine orca white cloke, the enfizne of innoc : is life oi 
his lips the lye, as it fared with thofe Pharifees that fid miade a ak : 
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fervants thall be found with their Sic facientes fo doing. Sao eens 
give ary it fhall be enquired on quid legerint, fed quid e sees ae id 
bibs aff quomodo vixerins, not what they have caught others obi whit the 
Eh ar ln oan Heed preaching and living were faid to be both 
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hatha fatnefle with it, and afpeciall influence more then ftanding water: fo hath 
’ preaching mere then reading. Howbeit there may be fruit and yet invifi- 
ble, asin Elias histime. And that which doth not yet appear, may hereafter, when 
the day of vifitation comes. See ob 33. 14. &c. God may have mach people in 
the city and Pasl, forthe prefenr, not know fo much. A mafter doth not ufe to 
fetupalight, but there is fome work tobe done by it: and feldomedcth he fend 
his fervants afield with their fiths, to mow thiftles only. Let Gods faithtull 
witnefles prophefie out their 1260. dayes: bending themfeives to that officeun- 
ceffantly, being suftent in feafon, and out of feafon, and turning themfelves, asit 
were, into all dhapes and fafhions, both of {peech, and of fpirtt, tò turn people 


2 Chron. 19. from iniquity : and then God wil be with the good, as that Prophet {peaks in ano- 


Dan. 12, 3, 


ddarn; 
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ther cafe. The fruit of the righteons is atree-of life: and he that wianeth fouls, is 
wife Prov. 11. 30. Say he cannot winas he would, but labour all night and take 
nothing, yet he fhall be paid for his paines: as the Phyfitian is, though thè pati- 
entdye. Curam exigeris, non curationem, faith Bern. Itis the care, not the cure 
of your charge that is chargedupon you. You may {peak perfwafively, burt it is 
God only that can per/wade Japhet to dwellinthe tents of Sem. Paul may plant 
Gc. but God only giveth the increafe. You fhallbe held wife, and fhine as Marrs 
in heaven, whether you win foules or not. Asthere are diverfity of gifts, fo of 
operations 1 Coy. 12. 6. and the Holy Ghoft may and doth work when and how 
he pleafeth : but ufùally he delights to honour thofe of moft fincerity, with moft 
fucceffe as r Cor. 15, 10. 


Verfe7. For the Priefts lips [ontd keep knowledge] How elfe fhould he bein- f 


. Kant inlip-feeding ? how fhould his lips prefentit, unleffe they preferve it ? How 
Should he wife others, unleffe he be wife himfelf? The Pope brags of an infalibilli- 
ty, and pleads this Text for it: avouching, that he knowesall things knowable, 
and hath all wifdome and skill lockt up ix /crinio pectoris, inthe cabinet of his breaft. 
But what will they fay of findry pf their Popes that have been mapifeft hereticks 2 
John the 23. was accufed in the Councell of Conflance, for denying the Refurre@ti« 
onof the body, and everlafting life. And of all their Popes we may fafely fay as 
the Venetian Embaffaders did: when the Pope laid his: hand upon his breaft and 
faid, Hic eff Arca Noe, Lo here is Noahs Ark (meaning that te was the Church 

- virtual, and was enriched in al kuowled ge and is all utterance ) One of them pre- 

| dently replyed, thatin Noahs Ark there were unclean beafts, as wellas clean: and 
{o left him further to apply. The Priefts lips indeed fhould keep knowledge. But thofe 
of Malachi his times, had forfaken the Way and canfed many te fiumble ver.8. How 
this waswe fhall fee when we come to it. Meane-while, we maytake notice, that 
non libro facerdotés, fed labro,nen codice; fed corde, confervatur Scientia: knowledge 

. fhould be kept,not in the Priefts book,but in his bofom, asa ftorchoufe: neither 
fhould it lye low or long there, but fit upon his lips, that all may have benefit by it. 
For the manifeftation of the [pirit is given to profe witha, 1 Cor. 12.7. And it was 
death for the Prieft to enter into the fanctuary without his goiden bells about him, 
that he might be heard by all. A minifter muft be both «b/e and apt to teach, 
Pradicationts officium fufcipit quifquis ad facerdotinm accedit, faith: Gregory. 
Hee’s no minifter, that’s no preacher. Nor can hebe a Preacher, that isnot fto- 
red with knowledge of Gods Will, and peoples duty. See Afar. 13. 32. withthe 
Note. Walter furnamed Malclerk, was furely no fit manto be Bifhop of Carlile; 

1 as he was by evill and corrupt mmeanes Asno. Dom. 1223. If the blind lead the 

blind both will fall into the ditch Mar. 15. 14. but the blind guides will lye 


deciv.Deiis, lowermoft, and have the worft of it. Varro complained of the Roman priefts, that 


4. cap.¥. they were ignorant of many things about their.own-rites and Religions. Macius 
Pompon. Lat. Scevola ( being their High-Prieft ) derived Pontifex of Poffe & facere. This deri- 
ai ae Sa- vation pleafed not Varro:but it intimated that {uch fhould both be able and attive to 
B Ard teach the people knowledge.It was a witty obfervation of a Bifhop who( was call- 
‘Anar. ed in his time the gulfe of learning) that Doceo to teach governs twa`accvfative 
cafes:according to that E/ay 28.9. W hom Beall I teach knowledge ? Minifters, faith 
He,muft have whom to teach,& what to teach, viz.knowledge;and muft therefore 
give attendance to reading, thatthey may the better to exhortation and dodrine. 

fers 3.35. x Tim,4,13.that they may feedthe people with knowledge and underflanding. 


and 


Cuap.2. -the Prophecie of ‘Malachy. 


And they thould feck the law at his mouth] as at an oracle 3 they fhould depend up- 
on the miniftery, as the people hung upon our.Saviours lips, Lek.19. vlr. as David , 
went into the Sanctuary to be refolved of his doubt .Pfal.73. though himfelf were 
a prophet :artd as Cornchus was appointed by the Angel; to fend: for Peres, for - 
further information. Butwhat muft men feek atthe Mini@ers mouth ? The law, 5 petro; 
the fincere milk of Gods word, the mizde of Chrift, the. tefPimony of: Jefus, non nagas 1 Cor.2. 
& fabulasy faith Bernard, not trifles and fables, not ftrong lines, and: ftrains ofwit, 2 Corr. - 
but the fimple and plain words of God. . Non Oratorum filii fumus fed Pf. catarsi; 
faid Naziznzen. Minifters are. not to ftudy fo much to pleafe as to profit toi tickle fider 
mens ears, as to work upon their hearts. They muft not fo paint:the windowas tò 
keep out the light : nor fo put the fword ofthe fpirit into a-velver fcabberd, that it 
cannot prick and pierce the heare. Let them handle , and fet out the Law as skil- 
fully ,and adornedly as they can: gut ftill remember, that it muft he: difpenfed,, fan- 
ike magis quam {cite folide potius quam florid?, with feat and revérerice, rather. then 
with wit and dalliance.If in King Edward the fourths dayes‘a citizen in Cheap-fide 
was executed as atraitour for- faying he would make his fon héire:to the crowi, Speed 
(though he onely meant his own houfe having a crown for che figne)imore danger- 
ous it muft needs be to witw.antox it with the Maiefty of God,Loguamur verba feripen- 
ra, utamur fermone fpiritus fani ©p. Let us {peak fcripture-languaage, let us ufe the 
fpeech of the holy fpirit, and not go about to corre@ the divine wifdom and elo- SF#- Rams 
quence with our fophiftry and vain-babling. To cheears of that which Saint: Pa- , 
ter calls the hid man of the heart, the piain-fong alwayes makes the beft muficks Jf 1 Perg 74 
heaven door may be opened toitby a key of iron, it cares not for a key of goid; 
A fermon works not upon the heart as it is thus elegant or admirable, ‘but as well 
fraught with teftimonies of holy feripture, (that moft powerful Rhetoricke) it: is 
aninftrument of God appointed to fuch an end. Let the people hear.often, Thrs. vs 
the law, this is ipfi fimum Dei verbum, the very word of God ; Shew. feripture for 
what you deliver, and that will carry it. But st drachmam anri fine imagine- prin: 
cipis, fic verba hortantis fine authoritate Dei contemnunt hominzs.. The Lawcarrietha _. 
Majefty init: and if Tuly durft fay that che law of the twelve tables did exceed 1#- 
allthe Libraries of Philofophers, both in weight of authority, and worth of 
matter, how much rather is this true of the Law of God ? Wherefore as VE lchines 
faid of an Oratours, fo let a minifters difcourfe „and the Law be unifons: and let \ 
the people ask the Priefts concerning the law,as they did Flaggee 2.11.and not be like . Rod ade 
tidlings, that will not eat their milk unleffe it bein a filver-dith - but account ica oy ye? 
fingular happineffe to live under thofe tips (how thick foever, a thin lip is afigne empe oe 
of eloquence Fob. 12.206) which both keep knowledge, and utter it. vy +, VOROR. 
for heis the mefjenger of the Lord of Hojts.| Heb. the Angel (See the Note on Chap. 
1.1.) and fo the Septuagint and Vulgar render it. His office is as to: ftand before. 
God and praife Him, foto carry meffages from bim to his. people, and to be in 
his ftead, 2 Cor.5.20. Knoweft thou not » (faith Chryfoffom) who the Minifter is ? 
j He is Gods Angel: he fpeaketh not of himéelf, if thou defpifelt, thou: ‘defpifert not 
him, but God that fenthim. And -to the fame purpofe Ambrofe; Theminifter is: 
Gods Angel to fet forth the kingdom of Chrift and eternal life: nonfpecie tibi afte. ; 
mandus fed munere ; heis not therefore to.be iudg’d of by his outfidé; bùt by his: ee 
office. Thofe Sodomites that fought toabufe the Angels, are thrown forth for an’ Lib : de ini- 
example, fuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, Inde 7. Behold, Chrift himfelf hath’ tand cap.2. 
affured us that Sodomy it felf is not an heavier fin, nor more feverely punithed in ,7!°*#77™4 
- hell, then the difpifing. or abufing of a Minifter in the faithfull difcharge of his$ 2 
duty. We fhould therefore welcome fuch with trembling,asthe men, of Bethlehem - 
did Samuel, and as Cornelius did Peter; Commejt thou peaceably > faid the Bethle:? 
mites, as fufpecting the purpofe of fome judgement. Now therefore are we allbere 
Prefent before Ged (not.onely before thee, faid Cornelius) to hear all things that are 
commanded thee of God, IF Abab had been like-well-affected as thefe good fouls, he 
would never have asked Elah that abfurd queltion; Art thou he that rroubleth Irael> . 
Alas what had the righteous Prophet done more than what by hisoffice ( as Gôds ` 
Ambaffadour or Meflenger) he was bound todo? he taxed their fin, he foretold 
the judgment : he deferved it not, he inflicted it not: yet he farts, and they are: 
guilty. As if fomefond people fhould/accufé the Herald, or thetrumper, as the’ 
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Or as fome ignorant pefant, when he fees his foules bathing 
in his pond, fhould cry ourof them, as the capfes.of foule weather. Saith a Divine 
Ic is a good thing to ftand in awe of Gods Angels, and with reverence to receive 
theirmeffage howfoever diftaftful unto us; confidering they are bur meflesgers. 

Verfe 8. But ye are departed out of the way | Heb. from that way, win. that good 
old way of your progenitours : you are nothing like Levi, but are wokully degè- 
nierated from the practife of your Predeceffaurs, and have fwerved: from your fa- 


An Expoftion-on 


` ghers foot-fteeps: though ye have the fame place, aad enjoy the fame priviledses, 


‘This.is a foul fault and condemned even by theHeathen Sages. Seneca tells us with 
indignation , that Socrates his fons were more dike their mother, a foward 
woman, then their father .the wifeft of. men -- according to. thar,.. fay- 
ing, Partus fequitur ventrem, the birth foilows«tke belly. Young Cisero wasfor 
hisintemperancy, and exceffe in drinking firgnamed Tricongius. Caligula, that 
monfter , was the fon of Noble Germanicus. But.we have {cripture inftances not a 
few. Not to {peak of Ez his fons, and of Samuels, Salamon degenerates from his 
father David who had carefully caught him better. Prov.4.4. and fo had his mother 
Prov.3t. (which one calls Bash{heba’s Catechifme, another Lemuels leffon) Ichoranz 
is taxed for hisnot walking in the wayes of his father Jehofhpber , and his Grand~ 
father Afa, as if there had been no intervention ofan Hezekiah. Jomut haw the foz 
of Gerfhom the fon of Manaffeh that ldolatrous Prieft mentioned Ld.-18. 30. is 
thought to have been the grandfon of Mofes: fo the Hebrews tell us : and that 
therefore the Nun in Aanaffch zs fulpended above: the reft ofthe letters. Certain 
, itis that Nabal the fool was of the line of faithful Caleb 1 Sam. 25-3. tO teach us, 
that vertue isnot, as lands inheritable. AI that is traduced with the feed is. either 
evil ,ornot good. Grace isby gift, apd not by defcent. Hence thar prayer of 
Davids courtiers 1 Kiag 1.47. God make the name of Salomom better then !thy 
name. Agreeable whereunto is Hectors prayer in, Homer for his fon ---watessd* 


} Sy wonrdy dueivay I with he may be a better man then his father. And that of Juvenal, 


Malo pater tibi fit Ther fites, dumsmodo tu fis . 
cL acide fimilis, Valcaniag; arma Gapelf.ts, 
Quam te Therfita fimilem producat Achilles. 


ye have caufed many to umble at the law) Which is a very dangerous thing : dike 
asit is to ftumble on abridge: A bridgeis made to give ysa fafe paffage over a 
dangerous river ; but he who ftumbles on the bridge is in no finall danger to fall 
into the river. The word is. given as a means to cary us over hell unto heaven: 
But he who ftumbles at this means (as by /wuffing.at it Adal.1.13. chatting againftit 
and contefting with it, as oft in this prophecy, cafting reproaches upon it, fer.20- 
839. gathering odious confequences from it, Rom. 3. 8. &c.) fhall fallin rhicher, 
from whence otherwife he had been delivered by it. This mifchief many fell into, 
in Afalachi his dayes, by the means of thofe ungodly Priefts who either caught 


`. them not better, or otherwife drew them into finful courfes by their corrupt glofles, 


. ot leud practifes. ` Evil examples of minifters have a ftrenginfiluence upon their 
` people: and the fins of Teachers are the teachers of fins: The /eaders of this people 
have made them toerre Efay 9. Corruption commonly (as ina fifth) begins at the 
hcad; xeq;folim obfunt Principes, quad illi ipfi corrumpuatur , fed etiam qurd cer- 
rumpunt = plufanam exemplo quam peccato noceutfaith the Oratour : they thac are in 
office do a great deal of mifchiefby incouraging others in evil, through their evil 
example. Fupiters adulteries drew the people to like wantonneffe. Magu intnen- 
- tur guid facerit Jupiter quam quid docnit Plato, faith Anfin ; They look more what 
Jupiter did’, then what Plato taught. Thaveread ofawoman, who living in pro- 
felfed doubt ofthe God-head, after better illumination and repentance, did often 
proteft, that the vicious life ofa great fchollar in that town did conjure. up. thofe 
damnable doubts in her foul. Inthe time of -Pope Clement the fifth, the Church 
was fo ill governed, and things fo corruptly carried at’ the.court of Rome, that 
Frederick King of Sicily duobted:much ofthe truth of the ‘Chriftian religion: bus 
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was confirmed, and his minde better fetled by Arnoldus de villa nova who fhewed 
him, that Offences muft come, but wo be tothemby whom they come. A fcandalous 
prieft is a fingular milchicf: for he falls npt alone, but ( as when a main {tone ina 
building, or a tall cedar falls ) be draws many with him into fellowfhip of errours, 
and enormities: as did Hymencus and Phileas, 2 Tim. 2.18. and asthe dragon 
with his long and ftrong tail, drew the third part of the {tars of heaven, and threw 
them to the earth, Rev. 12.4. Whea the Paftours become bruitith, all the docks are 
feattered, leż. 10. 21. whe, 

ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi ] Theicovenant on Gods part with ‘Levi 
wasa covenant of falt, and could not becorrupted, Num.18.19. xon Comutrefcst 
vetsftate, faith Flaceus, it putrifieth not with age, or. long ftanding : as that pil- 
lar of falt into which Lets wife was turned, and of which Fofephus faith, that fome- 
thing of it was to be fecn till his time. Burshefe degenerate priefts had abandoned 
Gods holy fear, they did not humble and tremble before his Name, as Lews their 
father had done, verfe 5..:they had falfified with-God, and fo forfgited his favour. 
It was with chem as Cajetan complains, and confefles of the Popith priefts; thar 
whereas by their places they fhould: have been the fale of the earth, they had /of# 
their favour, and were good for little elfe, bur looking after the rites and revenues 
of the Church : therefore God held himfelf difobliged, and was refolved that they 
fhould bear the iniquity of their priefhood, Lev. 18. 1: that is, the punifhmencof 
their iniquity notwithftanding the priefthood. That fhould be no protection to 
them, byt an aggravation: becaufethey fell as if they bad not been anointed’: and 
were therefore the worfe, becaufe they fheuld have been better. God holds himfelf 
not bound to perform covenant with them that break with him: for why fhould he 
give the childrens bread to dogs? why. fhould he caft away his favours upon thofe 
that value them not? We have the Covenant, the Seals, the Miniftery, &c. (and 
this isa fingular happineffe, Efay 19.25. Affgria 4 the work of Gods bayds, but 
Ifrael bis inheritance. ) But alaffe, are not thefe bleffings amongft ns as the Ark was 
among the-Philiffines, rather as prifoners, then as priviledges? rather in te/}imon 
nium & rninam quam in falutem, for a ceftimony againft us, and for our further 
ruine, then for our fafety bere, and falvatioh hereafter ? O confider how God 
hath caft off the Ifraelites, notwirhftanding his covenant with their fathers: and 
when in their.neceflity, they would have forced acquaintance with him, be would 
not look upon them, Jedg. #0. 14. The fword hath broken in pieces thofe feven 
golden candiefticksin Afia, merely for their coyenant-breaking. See the Nete on 
werje $+ an 

et 9. Therefore have I alfo made you comemptible and bafe[ And fo have 
cried quittance with you, and returned you your own with ufury. God loves tore- 
taliate, andto proportion jealoufie to jealoufie, provocation to provocation, Deut. 
32. 21. frowardnefle to frowardnefle, Pal. 18. 26. contrariety to contrariety, 
Lev. 26.18, 21. contempt to contempt, 1 Sam. Ze 30. and heres How thefe un- 
worthy priefts had fleighted God, and expofed his Name and Service to contempt 
and obloquy, hath been before fet forth {ufficiently. And now it'is come home to 
them. It was threatened before verfe 3. (fee the Notes there ) and now it is ex- 
ecuted. Gracelefle men are apt to imagine that God threateneth ix terorens ope- 
ly : and are ready, with thofe mifcreants in the Gofpel, to fay, God forbid: we 
hope he will be better then his word, and not be fo unmercifull as the Preachers 
would make him. They beleeve the predictions of Scripture, but,asthey beleeve 
the prediGions of an Almanack, which faith, (uch a day willbe rain, and fuch 
a day winde: men think it may come to paffe, and it may be not. But fhall 
God fay the word, and not feeit fulfilled? Js nothis dicere, his. facere? his 
word, hisdeed ? Yea, doth he not fometimes, ditto citižs, break out updn his 
cnemies,-as he did upon Nadab and Abibn, Nebuchadnezzar, Herod, &e. God 
had poured contempt already upon thefe degenerate prieks. And the like he had 
threatened to thofe, fer. 23.49. See Mich. 3.7, Zach. 13.4. Ribera upon this 
Text bewailes the.bufinefle in their Romith Clergy, now become defpicable 
by reafon of their.evill manners... Petrarch complain’d long before, that she 
ftench ofihat fink the Const of Rome was come. up.to heaven. Evafmus layed 
them open in their colours, anddidthem more milchief jocando, by his jearing 
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~~ and jefting at them, then Luther did ffomachando, by dry blowes and iaveatives, 
as One wellobferveth. He made the world Icok up ( that had been fong luld 
afleep ) and take notice of the truth of that which Chry/offom had long before 
difcovered and lamented, Malti facerdotes, G panci facerdotes, multiin nomi. 
ne, panci inopere. Thereare many Priefts, and yetbut few: many‘fo: in name, 
Marcidi. few foindeed. Fy on fuch rafcall rebanids faid the excommunicated’ Barons in 
rebaulde. K. Johns time ( in their declaration ) concerning the Pope and his Cardinals, and 
Pariferf. yet they were no Proteftants. No more are the Venetians: and yet how they 
flight their Pope ( whois now, like the cuckow in June, heard but not regarded 
by them ) isfufficiently manifefted by their Manifefto’s to the Chriftian world. 
In Bifcany (anciently Cantabria ) a province of Spaine, they admit no Bifhops to 
come amongft them: fuch an hatred they have taken agamnft that order of mien. 
And when King Ferdinand camein progrefs thither, accompanied amongft others 
by the Bifhop of Pampeluua, the people arofe in armes, drove back the Bifhop, 
tiol. Gets and gathering all the duft on the which they thought he had trodden, flung it into 
Pek. 55. thefea, Whatour Bifhops didin Q, A4Zzryes dayes we all know: that bloody 
Bonner efpecially, buri¢d at length ina dunghill ( too good a grave for him. ) 
Sure it was an unhappy proverb that was then learnt, The Bifbops foot hath trodden 
bere. They are now utterly cafhierd, and lye wrapt up in the fheet of fhame'for 
, this very fin ( amongft others ) here charged upon thefe Prictts , their difho- 
} nouring Gods great Name, hisfervices, and fervants. For it was come to that 
` height of wickedneffe amongft us, a little before the late troubles, as to caft odism 
in religions Profeffores tanquam in adverfarios, an evill report upon the profef- 
fours of religion, asfo many adverfaries, as Bede faith the ancient Brittains did 
immediately before their deftruction by the Saxons. He that would notbe an 
; Arminian, was therefore accounted a praficall Puritan. He that was not for 
| the jure divino of Epifcopscy, was little better then a publike enemy. Ifthe 
Miniftry of Englandbe under any abafures at prefent, as they are thorough the ini- 
quity of the times, and the overflow of errours and Atheifinc, letit ferve to 
humble them for their defire of vainglory, and not feeking the honour that 
commeth from God onely Job. 5. 44. let it alfo work in them a greater 
carc to approve themfelves to God, that they may. be glorious in his eyes 
and to his people, who dare not but honour fuch as feare the Lord Plat: 15: 
4. and have’ his.Minifters in fingular cfteeme for their works fake. 1 Thef: 
5. 13. - ot ‘e . Do, 
according as ye have not kept my wayes | q. d. your dignity is decayed, like as 
your duty hathbeen neglected: You are fallen out of the hearts of good people, 
and are aviled by all. Neither is it any wonder: for a vicious life breeds ‘vilenefs 
of eftimation: but vertue is 2thoufand efcucheons. Hence that clofe connexion, 
If there be any vertue, if any praife Phil, 4.8. this treads upon the heels of that 
as it were; followes it as clofe as the fhadow doth the body. When Adam ftood 
in innocency, the favage beafts didhim reverence. Andthe fame God which 
did at firft put an awe of man in the fierceft creatures, hath ftarriped in the cruel- 
left hearts a reverend refpedt to his own Image in his faithfull minifters, ‘as in Ses? 
to Samsel, Herod to Iobn Baptift, thofe gallants of Ifrael to that: mad fellow, as 
they were pleafed to call the Prophet that came to anoint Febu : upon whofe words 
(as mad as they made of him ) they will prefently adventure their lives, and 
change the crown. Gods Image (as Gods name Pfal. 111. 9. ) is holy and 
reverend: And they that would have good repute and report amongft men, muft 
carefully keep ( or,as theword here ufed may be rendred ) watch Gods wayes. He 


fhall have enow that will wate) for b% halting, and take any little occafion tore- . 


vile him with open mouth, as Shimei did David, when he had declined Gods 
way» It is therefore excellent counfell that Solomon giveth, and worthy of all 
acceptation. Pro. 4. 25, 26, 27. Lee thine eyes look right on: and let thine eje- 
lids look flraighs before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet: and let altthy wages be 
ordered aright. Turn not tothe right hand, nor to the left s remove thy foot from 
evil. Lo, this is the ready road to honour and eftimation, De worthily in 
‘Ephrata, and fo be famous in Bethlehem. Ruth 4. 11. Sic famam extendere fatlis 
Hoc virtutss opus, Butthole Balaams thar perfwaded by'their Balacks; feck for 
oo honour 


. great Ones, reproving he will repri 
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honour by evill-doing, thefe {eek the living among the dead, figs of thiftles, hea: 
ven in hell &c. oe or 
bat have been partial in the law] Heb. ye have aceepted or acknoWledged faces 
in the laW.i. e. you accept perfons ;. you deal partially in expounding and apply- 
ing the law, making it pinch the poor, and favour the rich. The Church hath 
ever beenpeftered with fuch Arecalogi ,. tuch parafitical Preachers, whofe pra- 
Qife hath been like habs Prophets, to fpeak magis ad voluntatem quam ad verita 
tem, more to pleafe then to profit. „And there isa very great fympathy betwen 
great ones that have firft flattered themfelves, and theie falfe fatterers; who 
prove a fit helve for fuch an hatchet, and meet dettice for fach lips. Such an.one 
was Uriah the high-prieft to Abaz 2 Chros. 28. His motto feemes’ to have been 
Mihi placet, quicquid regi placet. Such were thofe dirt.dawbers for the -devill Bachok: 
in Exekiels dayes chap. 13. 10, 11. &c. the Herodéans, the Arians, the Armi , 
nians, Utenbogardus Gc. the Queen of Navarr’s Preachers, who periwaded her, 
out of politick refpeéts, to confent to that unhappy match that gave Opportunity | pie. s 
for the Parifian Maffacre. The Apoftle chargeth his fon 7 tmothy to do nothing of a elaine 
popularity or partiality, by tilting the ballance on the one fide, as the word fignifieth: cry 
but as a juft law is an heart without affe&tion, an eye without luft, a mind withont 
paflion, a treafùrer which keepeth for every man that he hath, and diftributethto 
every man thathe oughtto have: fo fhoulda Minifter be ; remetmbring thar of 
Job chap. 13, 10, He will furely reprove you, if you fecretly accept perfoms, that 
is, he will chide you, {mite you, curfe you for it; and fo fet it on, as no creature 
fhall be able to take it off. If youreprove megper then, and wink at the faults of 
GY on f. i not do it to halves: “ne, 
he will rather do it double ; ym thall have. ic: both furely and feverely. Let 
your refolution therefore be that of Elihy Iob 32 21.°42, I will net now accept the 
perfon of any man, neither will I give flattering titles to man. For l may vet 
give flattering titles, lef! my Maker fhonld {uddenly take me away, jeft my Matter, 
whofe ftewardI am, finding me unfaithfull in the difpofe ofhis myfteries, fhould 
confound me before you. Jer. 1. 170 Nif fideliter dixerim, vobis erit damnofam, Timeo itaque 
mihi periculofam, If I fhovld not deale faithfully and freely with yoi, it would-be amnu v a 
to your lofs, but to mine utter undoing. « os Co Ea damnationem. 
Verfe 10. Mavewe nos all one Father? | Here begins 2 Teċond conteftation, meam Bera. ` 
viz. with the people ( as the former was with the Priefts ) for their unrighteous 4 Tlp.99; ~ 
dealing; where we have fo many words, fo many arguments. Ia brevitate dere , 
borum eff luxuries rerum. - How many Ones are herë, andall to perfwade to uni- 
ty. Scerhelike Eph. 4. 3, 4, 5.-Letthofe that take upon them to perfwade 
others to equity and unanimity, learn to marfhall their matter: hatidfomely, and 
to fill their months with arguments, fach as may fall thick, and Prevail, Being fe- tob dy: 4; `: 
condedand fet on with intimation of heartieft affeétion. Oh that J could fòmé- FSS 
where meet with you both together faid Aufin to Flierome and Ruffinis ( heaiiig 
of their differences ) would fall dowh at your fect with much loves awd mi 
teares, I would befeech you for Gods fake, for your own fakes, for weak Chrifti-) Hei mihi qui 


‘ans fake &c, not to fuffer thefe diffeiitions to {préad further. ‘So Mrs- Bradfoyid vos alicubs 


ina letter toadiftreffed Gentliwöinan ‘that’ was in a defpairing cdtidition; Tbè- phm 
feech you, faith He, I'pray you, ‘I-defire you, ‘T-dfave: dt yout: hands. with dli B 
my very heart, Task of you with hand, pen, tongue and minds Chrilt,through 

Chrift, for Chrift, for his name, ‘biosd, mercy, power and truths fake, chat 44. and Mon? 
you admit no doubting of Gods finall mercyés toward you,: héwfoever you 

feel your felf. Oh that I could get words (faid Anoeher hoty man toihis hearet¥) 

to gore your very hearts with {marting pain, that this do@rine: might’ Be writren 

in your fiefh ? By this O#e Father inthe Textis meant Adam, fay the thioth Inter. 

Preters, who was the common Parerit’dfus all, -arid the very tork snd ¥oot} froin 

Whence all mankind didfprittg. - Tt is thereforea fin dgainft Native de Alfaia com- 

mon humanity, ro deal’ treachéroufly apainft another, of to Fidel thy {elffroth E 
thinc own'ficth Jfa. 58. 7+ 'This'isto‘be more uhréafomable then bealts, Bird > 

and fithes, which lovetheir own kind’; and thife’thar feed ohi Meth willidt eve 

the fiefh: of their own Rind.’ < Bat on’ Abe over-abaiitidech with iatarieall Mita 

eaters, that (not only ‘ike a pickrell it'apond; ox! Aiath in the’ fea, dévour the 
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leffer fifhes of another alloy, but alfo ). eat up Gods people, as they eat bread, make 
no more confcience, nay take as much content in undoing a poor brother, as in 
eating a meals-meat, when they are hungry: they make buc a breakfaft of a whole 
reprefentative Nation ș as thofe gun-powder-papifts defigned todo. How oft are 
wicked Oppreffours compared to hunters, for their cruelty, and fowlers for their 
craft? to fhew that they fpare none that fall inte their nets: young, old,’ male, 
female, all go together into the bag. This raifed a great cry of the people, and of 
their wives againft their brethren, thofe ufurious Jews, that bad both robb’d and 


Plalio.9 . ravifhed them, Nehem. 5.1. And what could they fay for chemfelves, but the 


fame in effect with this in the text. Yee now oar flefh is as the flefo of our brethren, 
our children as their children,&c ? 


have we not all one father? hath not One God created us? ] Here the Prophet | 


rifeth higher, viz. from Adamto God, out of whofe mint when Man cametirft, 
he fhone moft glorious , for he was Godsown workmanfbip created unto love and 
good works: yea, as iron put into fire, feems tobe nothing but fire: fo Adam, 
come frefh out of Gods hands, who is-perfect love and goodnefle it felf, was no 

` other then a very Jump of love to God, and kindneffe to his fellow-creatures. -But 
now alaffe, we may ficand fing, O quantum hac Niobe, &c. how. ftrangely are we 
altered, and fallen from our firft love! and what great caufe have we, with thofe 
in Ezra, tothink of this Temple that was burnt, and lament? yea, write Lamen- 
tations with Jeremy, and fay, as He; They ravifbed the women in Zion, and the 
maids in the cities of Fudab. Princes are hanged up by the hand, the faces of tke El- 
ders were not honoured, Gc. Lam.g. The wonder was the leffe, becaufe thefe that 
did allthis were of a different refon. or thofe that ferve the fame true God, 
the Creatour of all, co jarre and warre“ Was we, alaffe, do at this day ) this is 
lamentabile bellum, and {peaks a great decay and defect of the power of godlinefle: 
true religion being of an uniting nature: and the ftrongeft tye. Sawattor fane eft 
coptla cordis quam corporis. This dofephs brethren knew, and’ therefore held it 
their beft plea, Gen. 50.17. And now We pray thee forgive the trefpaffe of the jer- 
vants of thy fathers God. They had one common father: but, as a better ftring to 
their bowe, they had one common God. The very Turks are found to be much bra- 
ver fouldiers upon the Chriftian, then upon the Perfian, becaufe they begin alate 
o." to be infected with Perfianifme, whom they acknowledge better Mabometans then 

themfelves. . 

why do We deal treacheroufly | Or, frandulently. The Prophet puts himfelf into 
the number though innocent, that his reproof might the better take with them. 
That which he caxeth them for, is their wrong-dealing (in generall ) one with an- 
other; whether it were by force or by fraud, by violence or cunning contrivance, 
which what is it elfe, but crimen Pellionatus; the very finne of coufenage, and hath 
God for an avenger ? 1 Thef. 4.6. Now it is dangerous offending him whofe dif- 
pleafure and revenge is everlafting, and who oft calls to reckoning -after our dib 
charges. Take heed therefore of all forts of injuftice. Curfe not the deaf, lay not 
a ftumbling-block before the blind: but fear the Lord Jehovah, Lev.19.14. And 
confidering that to dea? treacheroxfly with another (a brother efpecially:) .is a fiane 
(as hath been above-faid) both againft nature and religion: both againft Race and 
Grace ( which teacheth righteoufneffe as well as holineffe, Tis. 2.12. and turning 
-the leopard into the lamb, &c. caufeth that none do hurt to, or deftroy another snail 


Gods holy mountain, Efay 11.6.) let us fo carry our felves, as that, with blefled - 


Panl, we may glory and fay, We have:wronged ne man, we have confumed no man, 
we have defrauded no man, &c. 2 Cor- 72e- uo _— 
by profaning the covenant of our fathers] i.e. by degenerating from the pro- 
mifes, and practifes of our pious progenitours. Of this fee verfe 8. A certain 
popifh Prince faid, It is nor amiffe to make-covenants: but wo be to him thatis ne- 
ceffitated to keep them.. He had learned, (belikeof Machiavel ). fidem tamdiù, 
fervandam effe qnamdix expediat, that covenants are to be kept fo Jong as a man 
*fhall fee caufe. That which was anciently. faid of the Thracians iṣnow verifie 
of the: papifts, that,they-keep.no covenants, with heretikes efpecially. The J urhs 
( taught by them ) fay, There.is no faithite be kept with dogs, thatis With Chrifi- 
ans. Their leagues grounded upon the Jaw of Nations, . and folemaly confirmed YY 
pane? i cath, 
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a 

oath, have with them no longer force then ftandeth with their own ple: 

protic. And if Turks and Papifts onely were truce-breakers nee 

were the bertertobe born with. But what fhall we fay co thofe Chriftianeeate rari 

(as Bellarmine faith a certain fort of hererikes were called of old ) thofe Bek cath 1 

borches of Chriftian religion, and holy tociery, that can fay and unfay at pleafure ee i í 

make vows to God in their diftreffe, and break them as fatt when delivered ? 4% ee 

Juft like chofe Jews in Jeremy, chap. 34. that fet free their fervants when the ene- 

my lay before the walls: but reduced them into bondage, when the fiege was railed 

though they had cut the calf ia twain, and paffed between rhe parts thereof ; a moft 

folemne way of fealing up covenants. So dealt their fathers before them, Pfat 78. 

34, 35536, 37. And fodealrhere their Nephews after them. Thev profaned the 

covenant of obedience to Gods commandements, that their fathers, for themfelveş 

and their fucceffours, entredinto, But fhould men thus play with covenants as 

children do with nuts? fhould they flip chem at pleaiure, as Monkeys do their col- 

lars ? Should they fnap them in funder, as Samp/on did his cords? Had ó bimer eace 

that brake his oath to Solomon? or Zedekiab that kept not touch with Neb id= 

neZzar? &c. = 
Verfe.11. Fudab hath deat tresheroxfly| Judah the confeffour) ashis name im-' 

ports) Zødah that once ruled with God, and w.25 faakGalwith the Sains tid dy in 

whoin God was known, his name was great in ifracl Pfil.76,2. Profpers conceit 

was, that Jedi were fo called becaufe thy received ws Dei, the law ftom Gods 

‘mouth : whence /oj:ph:ss calls the Common-wealth of Ifracl OsoregTi a Gad-ao- 

verament, For, to them pertained (among fundry other precious priviled ges recited: 

Rom.9.4,5. ) the Covenststhat is, 1. ‘ihe moral law in two tables. 2. The a 

ving of the law , thatis, the Judicial law. 3. The fererce, that is, the feremonial Rw 

which was. their Gofpel : whence /udeziscalled the cloriozs laad Dax. 11. 40. (or 

the Le-dof deligh:s, or orm memis as the Hebrew hath it) apleafane land, or a lind 

of defire Zer.3-19. becaufe as it is Ez2}:20.6, 15. it was the elary af all lands. Je- 

rufalem the metropolis, was not onely the moft famous of all the cities of the 

Eaft, as ‘Pliny confeifeth it, but alfo of the whole world £ infenia Dei [veikes 


Hofiriz 


benefic as one faith, sf we confider Gods marvelless kind ache lhewed to.te ia i oa Pal. 31.2:, 
city, as Davidhath it. But, as iegentia bexefics, flagitia, f: xppleity the greater the 
priviledses of any place or people are, the more hainous are- their offen- 
ces, and the more hideous their punifhments ; (6 feilit out with this nation fo ad- 
vanced, fo obliged, fo fhamelefly, fo lawlefly wicked. They were but hewly retor- 
ned from captivity, fcarce yet warm in their nefts, when they fellafrefh co their 
old trade oftreachery, doing wickedly with both hands earneftly. Abomination 
was committed in Hrael and in Jerufalem, even fuch as Gods foul abhorred, and 
was ready co be /oofencd or d's ovzted from them Jer.6.8. becaufe inthe Zmd of si- 

rightnefe thoy dealt unjzftlr, and would nat behold the maichy. fike Lord ‘(17 26.10. 

Indah had profaned the holineffe of the Lord which he loved, that is, the very place 

that hehad efpied out for himfelf, and that wasdedicated to his nameand fer- 
vice, the holy and feparate land, the ifle, asit is called ‘/ai.20. 6. (though part of 
the continent) becaufe compaflied about with Gods favour as with a thield, Pfai. 

5. 12. Infuch a confecrated countrey to act their villany, was no {mall aggravation 

of their wickedneffe: this made it {well like a toad in the eyes of the Almighty it 

was an abomination. Filchyneffe in a ftewes,in a {trumpet,is nothing fo odious,as ina 

pretended Virgin. Anettle on the waite is better born with then ina garden. 

To fee the Devilin hellis no wonder : but what makes hein Paradife> England Š 

was anciently called the kingdoms of Godit may much better be {6 called now, that Arela regen 
Gofpel ofthe kingdom ts preached amongft us. it was alfo called Albion qaf Penk ol. Vinge 
Oltion (Happy or fortunate, the fortunate Ifland fay fome) or ab albis repéhes 

rom the whiteneffe ofthe rocks. Trueit is, we were black all over. with faperfti- 

ton, firt Pagan, and then Papagan; But Chrift hath made us white again as fow 2 

in Salmon. And do we again fully and foilour felves with finnes filthinefle, with 

that unclean kitchin-ftuffe ? do we profane the holineffe of the Lord „which he loved, 

todrive him away from us by degrees, asthofe Jews did, Ezek, 8.9,10,11, finne . 

is the leaven that defiles our paffeover; and urgeth God to paffe away and de- 

part from us. Sin is the fnuff that dimmes our candle-ftick, and threatens the re- 
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movallof it. Let thofe that live in Gods good land but not in Gods geod L 
(as Ariftorle complained of bis Athenians to like purpofe, and as Seneca aid rode 


Romans, that they were become more filthy fince they had bathes to wath in) look 
forward to the following verfe, and tremble at that utter deftraction there 
threatened to fuch, Difperdet Dominus Gc. And thereunto Saint Paul fecm- 


eth to allude 1 Cor. 3. 17. 1E any man defile the Temple of God, hins will God de- 


acd hath marries the datghier of a Prange God! Thisis that particular fin where 
by they had dealt treacheroufly againft their brethren, profaned the Covenant, 
polluted the Church, and committed abomination in Ifrael : they had married with 
women ofa ftrange worfhip, md joyzed iz affizity with the people of thofe abomsiz.u sons 
as holy Ezra phrateth it Chap. 9. 14. and withall fetteth ic forth for fuch a fin in 
thofe newly-returned captives, as he thinks heaven and earth might well be afha- 
med of. A fin itis, flatly forbidden in both Teftaments , Dext.7.3. 2 Car. 6. : 

and reafons added :as 1. Danger of defeStiox at leaft, from former rwardietie 
but moft commonly of i:.feitios, as in Solomon 1 King. 11. Nehen. 13.26. whats 
the reafon the Pope will not difpente in Spain and Italy, if a papit marry a Pro- 
tetant ; yet here he will, but inhope to draw more to them. See 1 Kino. 12.35, 
and 2 Kizg. B. 27. 2 Great inconveniency: as 1. Of grief to the godly parents 


Ge2.26.35, and 27.36. 2. Il education of children, who commonly take after the 


mother ( as did moft of thofe Idolatrous kings of Judah ) and follow the worfer 
fide, though it be the weaker, as the conclufion in a Syllogifine follows the weaker 
propofition. The birth, we fay, followeth the belly : and moft men, we fee, do 
matrifjare take after the mother, in matters of religion. Hereuno might be 
added , that Gods fervice muft by thefe unequal matches neceflarily be hindered 
if nut altogether omitted, (to gratifie a froward Zipporah, ora mocking ALi bol) 
and the better party foreed to fee and hear that, that cannot bur grieve the Spitig 
of God. Befides danger of difloyalty, and a curled potterity, as Edemires of 
Here then 1 could joyn with that Reverend Contempla- 
tour in that holy with of his, that Manoah could fpeak fo loud that all our ia 

elites might hear him; Js there xever a woman among the danghters of ih TE 
or among all Gods people, that tion gorff totake a wife of the Pinna Phils. 
fines ? If Religion be any other then a cypher, how dare we nor regard itin ouk 
moit important choyces ? how dare we yoke our felves with any untamed heifer 
that beareth not Chrifts yoke? what mad work made that noble pair of naughty- 
packs, Jezabel and Athaliah inthe kingdoms of Ifraeland Judah, the later Brain 
ning her reigne in the fame year that the former perithed, as Bucholcer obferverh> 
And who knoweth not what a deal of mifchief was done to the poor people of God 
in France, by Katherine de Medices, Q. Mother, with the advice and aflifance 


of the Cardinall of Lorrain? Concerning which two it was faid, 


Now audet ftygius Pluto tentare guod ander 


Effranis Monachus plewague fraudis anes. 


Verfe12. The Lord will cut off the man that doth this J Though the Magiftrate 


be careleffe and corrupt : i : i is evil, it bei 
pt: though he either cannot punifh this evil, it being growen 


fo univerfall, or will not (and fo impunity in the Magiftrare maketh i itency i 
the offendours ) God will take the (worl hand, aid cut off sete child 
that doth this, ( #ificurrat penitentia ) asa chirurgion cutteth off a rotten member 
fo will God deftroy fuch for ever: he will take them away, cud pluck them ont of 
their dwelling places, and root them ont ef the land of the living, Pfal..52.5. Neither 
fhall this be done to himfelf onely, but to his wretched pofterity (fuch a legacy 
like Joabs leprofie, leaves every graceleffe man to his children ) for fo the Chaldee 
here rendreth and interpreteth that proverbiall expreffion in che text, borb ihe ma- 
fler and the Scholler, filium & filinm filii, his fonne, and bis fous fonne though he 
teach never {o well by wholefome inftruction, and politich advifement. to prevent 
the mifehief : Agreeably hereunto for fence Pifcarer rendreth this text thus, The 
Lord will cut off his children that doth thus, the children that he begets of the 
daughter of a ftrange god. An heavy curfe furely, and frequently infli@ed, as upon 
: Ababs 


` called fuperft trios pe:fons: afterwards the word was taken ina larger ene. 


þecie ef ħialachy. 


venty fonnes behind him ; which yet would nor do. 
and him that ofereth an offiring cc. | that is, Although he bea Prieft, Or 
Alchough he feck to make peace with me by an offering: as hoping thereby to 
itop my mouth or ftay my hand to expiate his fin, of to purchafe a difpenfation as 
thole Mic. 6. 6, 7- aud Efay 58. 2, 3. Thus yazl facrificeth, Abid teembtesh 
and humbleth, Jerodosms wite gocth to the Prophet, /osb taketh held orrie 
horns of the Altar: the king of Perfia having loft fome of his children by notim 
death! as Creji.n reportcth ) fends carneftly to the Jews for prayers for him and 
his, Ezre26. 10. So did AZtximinus in hkecafeto the Chriftians. Tefta 
us that they which prayed whole dayes together and offered facrifice, s fie li 
y feperfiers j:bi ejfent, that their children might out-live them, thote we: 


ae 
Y 


devotion without holy converfation availes nothing to avert Gods jud 9 
ifa. 1. 12. 15. aad ob. 3. He that kiğethaa Ox unkelfe withall he kiii bis ow- 
ruptions aif be flew. maa: he that facrificeeh a lamh, unleife by faith be bey 
hold upon the Lawb of God, esas if be cut off a dogs mek: he that efferet ar chls 
tisa He. Thisinen ave hardly drawn to, viz. to pat with their fins, to ceait the 
traytour: head over the wall, to hangup the heads of the people before the San. 
S:n harboured in the funle, is like dead in thearmy,er Joa in the hip; mach 
paines the marrine:s were at, and much lolle ton, to have faved Jons from the 
fea, they ventured their own cafting away ere they would catt him over-board : 
but there couldbe no cahmie, tillthey had done it cffeftually. Soitis here. Full 
fiin men would keep their fins, and yer tave their foules: bur rhav’s impoMible. 
God will notbe bribed Pfal. go. norbrought to tator fin unrepested to efespe 
unpunifhed. Poor foules when fteng by the Friers fermons, they fet them 
«es, pilgrimages, all forts of good we: ke, which {tiled rhema while: ans 
them they thoughe they fhould have pardon. So many run now ameonef us to 
holy duties, bur with the fame opiñion they did chem, a bribes fur a perdon. Theis 
dig for pearle» in their own dunghils, make the nesses their median urs, think no 
fave themfelves by riding on horfes &c, o 

Ferfe 13. And this have ye done againd Or, ia the fecond pluce, g. a. Nor 
content to have married ftrange wives, yea have brosghr them into your hwian 
wives, to their intolerable vexation, fo adding this fin co the former, asa grea- 
rer to the leffe. This is fill the guife of gracelefle men, to add demake nife to 
thirff, rebellion to fin, to amafle and heape up one evillupon another, tif wrach 
come npon them tothe nimel, For three tranfgreffions and for four i will act tara 
avuy their panishmest Am. 1. that is, {olongas the wicked conunit one ot two 
insquities, [forbear them: but when it comes once to threesand juura Chow 
much morero fo many fcores, hundreds, dvufands, as one cipher added toati- 
guremakesitfomany tennas, two fo many hundieds, three fo many thestands 
&e. ) God willbear with themnolonger. Of thofe old Hraelites itis deman- 
ded, not without great indignation on Gods part. Lfow off did thea proveke hin: 
lathe wilderncffe, and grieve him inthe arfare? Yea they tnvucd baci ena rempred 
Ged Ge, Pfal. 78. 40, 41. Good men, if they fall once into foule praatifes, 
chey fall not often. Of Judah itis expreflely recorded thar he Asew Tumer ns 
more, Lot indeed committed incek two nights together: but the orifice of bis 
luft was not yet {topped by repentance. Think the fame of Solomon, Sampfon, 
Tonah, œc. their acts were as it were continued aGs : and, in the interim, Ette 
or noremorfe or regret. Let us thathave received mercey, be admonithed ro fin 
nomore, lef. aworfe thing come untous. There isa woeto fachas draw saigaity 
with cords of vanity, and fin asit Were with acartrene Ifi. §. 20. Babylons fins 
in the Revelation reached xp to heaven, orthey were aWacked romether thick and 
threefold onc uporranother Rev. 18. 5. there was a concatenation, ov acontinu- 
ed feries of them: therefore fhe fell furely aad fuddew!y. When wickedneffe is once 
ripe in the field, God will not let it fhed to grow again: but cuss it up by a juft and 
feafonable vengeance. 

covering the Altar of the Lord With teares: That is, You caufed your poor 
Wives, when they fhould have been chearfull in Gods ferviee, asa Sou, 4. and 
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in many other places it was requiced of the Ifraclites to rejoyce whenfocver 

t hey appeared beforethe Lord, Earthly Princes love not the company of mourners 

Ejth, 4. 4. to cover the Lords Altar vith tears, With Weepiag, and with crying ont, 

to throw themfelves, blubbered and fwoln with tears, upon the Altar, which wasa 

profanation of it ; fo that God regarded not the offering any more. °Twere happy 

if we could be fo affe&ed with our unkindneffe to Chrift, our husband, that wee 

could cover his Table, when we come to it, with our tears. How fhould the Lord 

regard our fervice fo much the more? how fhould it be unto him as Mufick upon 

the waters, farremore harmonious! What a gracious refpect had He co the weep- 

ing women that followed him to the croffe; and what an konour was that to one 

of them, ( Mary Magdalen I mean) that the had the frf fight of the revived 
Pfal.gr.13. Phoenix, whom fhe held faft by thefe feet that fhe had once wafhed with her tears, 

and that had now lately trod upon the lion, and adder, &c? It was appointed by 
Deut.21.13-  AZofes aw that the bond-woman fhould bewail her father and p.other a full monerh 

before fhe might become an Mfraclites wife. We, thar are ftrangers to the Com- 

monwealth of Ifrael, as we cannot be prefented a chaft virgin to Chrift, but as 

weeping over him that bled over us, fo we never pleafe him beter, then when we 
Ipfa lachryms Weep Over our tears, figh over our fobbes, mourn over onr griefs, as not propor- 
Sunt fachryma- tionable to our mifcarriages. But to return ro the Text: The jews as they are nu- 
bikes foc, ted fora nation overmuch effeminate, and given to women, (as they iay) fo 
when they have fatisfied their luft, and ferved their own turns, they are as willing 
to berid of them as Amuoz was of Tamar. Hence thofe many cautions in the law 
to put bounds to their petulancy : and chat politick permiflien of a divorce, for the 
rchief of the poor defpifed woman, left the thould come to amik hief, by the hatred 
ofthe churl her husband, Dezt.22.13,1.4 with chep.24.3.At this cay they look upon 
women, asnot having fo divine a foul as men, but are of a lower creation > made 
oncly forthe propagation and pleafure of man. ‘They ufe chem as their crudges, 
lay upon them with their unmanly ARs, are ready to cut out their tongues ( as the 
Welfhynen dealt by their French wives, left they fhould corrupt the language 
of their children ) put them away upon every flight occafion , covering that 
violence with the garment of the law, as vezfe 16. Or if they kept them, they 
took other wivestothem, tovex them, and to make them ro Fify I Sug. 1.6. or 
( as the word there fignifies) ro thend:r: not onely rebricg spon their breafls, 
with the voyce of doves, (as Nabums expreflion is ) but filling the air, yea cove- 
Nah. 2.7. "ag the altar ( as it is here ) with their ments and lewings, fi ctu Ce mrgitz, (fo 
Lamemis ge- the Vulgar rendreth ic) for their husbands harfhneffe, and their concubines info- 
mituqae drfe- lencies, and indignities. Hierom cells us, that theie returned captives flighced their 
mincoululats old wives brought with chem from Labylon, (as being by that tedious journey be- 
ome come infirm and deformed) and matched with flrangers, who were freth, fair, rich, 
° &c. this he gathers out of Ezra 9. and 10. Whereas-they fhould rather have nou- 
rifhed and cherifbed thems as their own fiefh, Ephef. 5. 29. they fhould have hand- 
led them gently, becaufe of their weakneffe, as fo many chryftall-glaffes. They 
fhould have given them all lawfullcontent, as direkam did Sural, bis faith full 
fellow-traveller. They fhould have given al honony unto thn wa, faith Saint Peter; 
and why? Mark his many reafons. 1. They are the weaker exffeds, and are there- 
fore to be handled with all tenderneffe. Some tranflate it the Weaker iaflrument: 
and ( as Luther {peaks of it ) as a knife with a tender edge men will not cut ftones, 
braffe, or iron withic: fohere. 2. They are heirs rogetker of the grace of life, 
that is, of the lifeof grace, and of Slory too: for fests buve no fexes, and as 
every one isin Chrift, all are equall, fo that the husband is bound, in this reipec, 
to make his wives yoke as eafie as may be, fith the draws even with him, though 
on the left fide. ` 3. . That your prayers te not hindered, as they will be, where 
there is not fo much conjuginm, as conjurginm. How cay they pray together com- 
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fortably, that live fo difcontentedly 2° How can they bring their siftcothac altar- 


that is covered with the tears, and moans of their juftiy aggrieved and abufed 
wives ? Or, if they do, will God regard thir offering any mere, or receive it with 
good will at their bands ? Will not the tears and groans of their ciftreffed wives 
(who yet hold out their devotion, and will not be hindered by their junt grief, 
from praying to God, and pouring out their fouls before him) move God nee 

then 
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then their facrifices can do? Efpecially if they bring them with a wuked 
mind, as Solomon hath it: and as Lyra maketh itto be che fence of this lext: Ye Proveeres 
have covered the Altar of the Lord with tears, &c. but he regardeth not the offer- 
ingany more, &c: that is, (faith Lyra, and he hath it from Caryfoffum ) you are 
refolved to retain your idolatrous wives, though God have declared againftic: And 
that ye may expiate this wickednefle, and make amends by your good deeds fur 
your bad; yourun tothe Temple, and there with many tears, and groans you beg 
pardon. Butallin vain, becaute vou have no.purpofe at all to break off your fins, 
but will needs perfift in your unlawfull marriages. See more of this inthe Note on 
chap.3.16. doit.4. ufe 1. 

Verfet4. Yet ye fay wherefore 2} A fenfeleffe queftion : bur there isnothing more 
itupid, and ftubborn then an hypocrite: he will not yeeld, though never fo clearly 
convinced, but will have ftit fomewhat to fay though to final purpofe, as had Sæst 
to Samuel, T Sum. 15. and thefe Queftionifls here to God, whom (as before oft, 
and again after ) they put to his proofs. ( See the Note on chap. 1. verfe 2,6.) and 
his anfwer isready : 

Becanfe the Lord bath been wit acjfe berweea thee and ihe wife of thy youh The 
Heathen could fay, i f 

‘ f Maxima deberny pueris revercrtia fiquid 
Fisrpe p.tras : And again, 
Turpe quid ailuruste, fine tefte, time. 


We fhould not do wickedly if but a child be by. And, when thou art about te do 
ought amiffe, fear thine own confcience, which isa thousand witneffes. But if Ged 
be by as a witneffe, fhould not men fear to offend hin? Yrensble thon earth, at tbe 
prefcace of the Lord, at the prefence af the God of Jacobe bie that dares fin, though 
he know God be an eye-witneffe, is more impudent in finning then was AL falom, 
when he fpred a tent upon the top of the houfe, and went in to his fathers concu- 
bines, in the fight of all Ifrael, and of the Sunne. Thefe treacherous husbands 
could not but know that they had entred into a covenant of God, Prov. 2.17. 
when they married : thatthe bond was made to God, and that upon the violation 
of it, he would be ready enough to take the forfeiture. for whoremoncers anid sdl- 
tevers God will indge, Heb. 13.3. That God bad beer witxejje, orhad protefted (fo Prateflatus eff. 
Alom anus renders it) and withall had, by interpofing of his own authority, confir- 
med the contract and compaĝ, faying, verbis concept is, as Hof. 3.3. Thon phate 
xot be far another man, fowill I alfobe for thee, and not for another woman, till God 
Pall feparate zs by death. Indeed if the husband or the wife be dead, the furviving 
party ts at liberty to marry again ( whatfoever the Canonifts fay againft bigamy.) 
Hicrome tells us of anold manin Rome that had buried twenty wives, which hee 
had married one after the death of another : and that he had taken co wife the one } 
and twentieth, who alfo had buried nineteen husbands. And that, burying that 
wife too, he followed the corps to the Church ( fo his neighbours would needs have se 
it ) with a garland of bayes upon his head in manner of a triumpher. But againit biftor.p.734. 
Polygamy (which is, when a man or woman couples himfelf or her felf in mar- 
riage to more thenone ) here are an heap of arguments in the text, which we thal] 
takeas they lie inorder. Mean-while it is worthy our obfervation, that the firft 
Authour of Polygamy was that Thrafonicall Lamech; noted for a profaneand wic- 
ked perfon : as was likewife Efan another Polygamitt,  L.sb.v though he had che- 
ted Jacob into the having of his two daughters to wife, yet he could not but con- 
feffe it to be a finne againtt the light of Nature. Hence at parting he takes a fo- 
lemne oath of Jacob, Gen. 31. 50. Uf thors jhilt afl my dugheers, or if thou fhal; 
take other wives befides my daughters : no maiè is with in : fee God rs wituefe betwixe 
me and thee. Some of the Fathers were herein faulty, as eLbrabim, Divid, &c, 
and fome fay it was their priviledge : but chat’s not lixely. Rather it was theirig. 
norance, or incogitancy, ( they confidered not that it was a breach of the firft in_ 
fitution of marriage) or, as fome conceive, it was their meer miftake of tha, 
Text, Lev. 18. 18. Thos fhale not take awifeto her fifter, tovex her, to nucover he. 2 
naked efe, befides the other, in her life time. Here they took the word (fifter) fo. Covfer Ezek. 
one fo by blood, which was fpoken of afifter by nation, as chofeclaules ro vex Hr ey 
: liic an 
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and d+ gher Life, do evince. One thing was, the commonneffe of tle finne, and 


the’ 3 cuftome of it. So long had it continued, and was grown fo fafhionable, 
thatit ieemedto be nofinne. Bur debtis debe, whether aman know of it, or not: 
And fin, asadebt, may fleepa long time, and not be called for of many years, as 
Saels fin in killing the Gibeonites flept fourty years; and Joubs killing of Abner 
flept all Decidi’s dayes, &c. Another thing that might caufe defire of many wives, 
was want of loveand chaft affection co the wife of their youth. faac is noted for 
a moft loving husband to his Rebeces: and he never defired more wives then her. 
Re cyce inthe wite of thy youth : Let her be asthe loving Hind, and pleafnt ‘Ree,&c. 
This will keep thee from being ravihed with a [irange woman, Or embracing ihe bo- 
femme of a firznger, Prov. §- 13,19,20. The Hind and the Roe are moft loving to 
“their mates, and therefore moft faithfull to them. So, among birds, are the turtle- 
dove, and the fork. The former, they fay, as he keeps clofe to his mate, while fhe 
lives; fo when fhe dies, he groans and moans contmually, and never: fits upon a 
green bough. Thelaterare chaft, and fevere, in punifhing thofe of the kind thar 
arenot. Itis credibly reported by fome that have feen it, that whole flocks of 
į Storks meeting in a medow, they have fetin the midceft of them two of their com- 
pany that have been found difloyall, and runnning upon them with main force have 
killed them with their beaks. So that the company breaking up, and all che reft fly- 
ing away, the two offending Storks onely have been found dead in the place. 
agaiuft whom thon buff deal treacheroufly J viz by fuperinducing another wife 
centrary to thy covenant, This isnot a fimple injury againft thy lawfull wife ; but 
fuch as is joyned with contume/y, which the Greeks call Ce: and the children 
that come of fuch copulation they call tedas, becaufe they are fubjeå to contu- 
melies. The Hebrews call them brambles ; Al smelech was fuch an one, Isdg. 9-14. 
a right bramble indeed, who grew in the bafe hedge-row of a concubine ; and 
feratcht and drew blood to purpole. Lo, thisis the Prophets firft argument againft 
Polygamy : it is treachery againft both God > who is deeply interetted in the mar- 
riage-covenant, and againit che true wife , who is hereby extremely defrauded, 
and defeated. Follows now the fecond : 


Jet fhe is thy companion | thy compeer, and copartner, thy confort, and fellow- 


friend, fuch another as thy felf (fe the woman is called, Grz. 2. 18.) a fecond- 
felf, a mace mect for thee, a piece fo juft cur out for thee, as anfwereth thee right- 
ly in every point, in every joynt. A witeisnotaflave, (faith One ) but a com- 
panion: a yoke-fellow, ftanding on even ground with thec, though drawing on 
the left fide. From the left fide ( fay fome ) fhe was taken where the heart is, to 
teach, that hearty love fhould be betwixt married couples. Made fhe was ofa 
rib, abone of the fide; notof the head, (the wite muft not #ferp ant: ority over 
ker busband ) nor yet of the foot, fhe may not be trampled upen, or difregarded 
as an underling. A bone, not of any anterior part; fhe isnot prelua, preferred 
before the man: neither yet of any hinder-parc, fhe is not pofffofita, fet behind 
the man: but a bone of the fide, of the middle, of che indifferent part, to thew 
that the is thy companion and the wife ef thy covenant. A bone fhe is from under 
, thearm: to put man in mind of protection, and defence tothe woman. A bone, 
not far from his heart; to puthim in mind of dilection and loveto the woman. 
Neither can the rib challenge any more of her, then the earth can do of him. And 
as he was ignorant when himfelf was made, fo he knew as little when his fecond-felf 
was made out of him: both that the comfort might be greater then was expected; 
as alfothat he might not upbraid his wife with any great dependance or obligation; 
he neither willing the work, nor fuffering any pain tohaveitdone. Shine fhe muft 
with the beams of her husband - Share fhe muft with him, in his mafterly govern- 
ment of the family, as Sarah did with Abrabam by Gods allowance, Gen. 16. and 
as the Roman Ladies were wont to fay to their husbands, U6i tu Cains, ibt ego Caicy 
where you are Lord, tam Lady. That over-lordly carriage of husbands towards 
their wives, and tbat ufage of them as drudges, is condemned by the Heathen Phi- 


lofophers, in the very Barbarians themfelves, asa great ataxy, and diforder in the - 


family. 
and the wife of thycevenant | And isit nothing to be a covenant-breaker with a 
wife; efpecially where God alfo isingaged, as above faid ? Ladis ange 7 memoiSever, 
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miss, ab eadem radce, perform your truft, make good the troth you have plighted. 
Otherwife, if the fruits of the flefh grow out of the trees of your hearts, furely, Serof Re 
furely, faith Mafter Bradford Martyr, the devil és at ine with you: you are his birds, p. 70, a 
whom when he hath well fed, he will broch you, and eat Jo, chaw you, and champ you 
world without end, in eterzall wo and mifery. 

Verfe 15. And didnot ke make one | Another forcible argument againft Poly- 
gamy, and adultery. See our Saviours explanation of it, Mat. 19.4, 5,6. with 
the Notes there. The onely wife God made but one woman for one man at the firft 
creation: and ordained that chofe swo (hould be one flefh, two in one flefh nor three, 
or four, or as many wives asa man is ableto maintain, as among the Turks, who(as 
a juft hand of God upon them ) are grievoully vexed with jealoufie, not {uffering 
their women to go to Church : nor fo much as look out at their own windows: Or, 
if they go abroad upon any occafion, they muft go muffled, all but the eyes. 
Sardus tells us, rhat che old Britrains would ten or twelve of chem take one woman 
to wife. Belike women were rare commodities with them. As likewife men were in 
Judæa, when feces: women took, hold of one man, faying, We will eat our own bread, 
andwe.sr our own apparrel : onely let ws be called by thy nanze,to take awry our reproach, . 
Efiy4.4- That is, we will maintain our felves and thee: onely be thou an husband 
to us, and let us have children by thee. - 

get had he the refidue of the Spirit | Ory breath: fo that he could as eafily have 
made more, and breathed into their faces the breath of life. And although it is noc 
faid of the woman, that God breathed into her the breath of life, as of Adu, 
(whence Tertrilian concludes, that fhe had both body and foul too from Adam ) 
yet Azfen rightly gathereth, that their foulswere both alike imbreathed by God: yo ri5 fip 
Otherwife, the fripture would not have been filentin it, no more thenit isin the Geng. 
new manner of the creation of her body. Thence alfo it is that Adam faith not, 
This is foul of my foul, but bone of my bone, and flefh of my flefh, Ger. 2. 23. 
Souls are not propagated by the Parents, but created of God, and joined to the bo- 
dy, by an occult operation, Auguftine following Origen, held the contrary for a 

Jong time. At length he began to doubt, and after a while changed his opinion: 

Hierom {toutly defending the contrary again& him: _A;1for/e alfo underftood the 7 

truth hereof, and concluded, that the foul was divine, and came from above: and. era 

‘though of nothing, yetisit made a matter more excellent then the matter of the Koan ie 

‘heavens, in nature not inferiour to the Angels. An abridgcment it is of theinvifi- weistrar ral 

ble world, as the body is of the vifible. And why may we not fay, that the foulas 2!” +9 ed- 

it came from God, being divize particula aure, foit is like him? One,immateriall, Pp a d 

immortall, underftanding fpirit, diftinguifhe into three powers, which all make up PENE 

one Spirit. In this refpect itis faid, Gea. 9. 6. that in the image of God made he 


B'unt,to6. 


. man. There isa double image of God in the foul. Onein the fubftance ofit : this 


is never loft, and of this that text is to be underftood. The other is the fupernatu- 
rall grace, which is an image of the knowledge, holineffe, and righteou!neffe of 
God, and thisis utterly loft, and muft be recovered. This the ancient Heathens 
hammered at, when they fained that the foul once had wings: but, thofe being bro- 
ken, it fell headlong intothe body; where when it hath recovered it’s wings, it flies 
up to heaven again. That was very good counfell given bya godly man to his 
ı friend, not to bufie his brains fo much in enquiring how the foul entred into the 
body, as howit may depart comfortably out of the body. And feeing the foul is 
more excellent then the body, (faith another grave Divine) likeas Faro) laid his 
right hand upon the younger, but his left upon the elder, fo our beft care, and the 
ftrength of our thoughts fhould be forthe foul, younger as much as itis, then the 
body ; they fhould be but left-hand thoughts for the body. 
and wherefore one? that he might feek a godly fecd | Heb. a feed of God: nota 
baftardly brood, a fpurious iffue, a A4smzer, as the Hebrews call fuch, that is, Zabes 
aliena, a ftrange blot, æ feed of the adulterer and the whore, Efay 57.3. but fuch as 
God appointeth, and approveth, fuchas may be boly, witha federall holineffe at 
leaft, if not fandified from the womb, as fome have been, and are.: laftly, fuch as ¥ O°-7-14. 
in and by whom the Church and ‘religion may be propagated, and not idolatry 
fpread and increafed. 
therefore take heed to your Spirit | that is, to your wife, which is the refidue of 
- Iii3 your 
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your fpirit; keep and cherifh her : {o Remigius and Lyra interpret it. But they do 
better that expound it by that of Solomon, Keep thy heare with all diligence, Prov. 4. 
23. and by chat ofthe Apoitle, AZ ortifie therefore your members which are upon carth, 
fornicator, uacleannefle, inordinate affeélion, evil concupifcence, &c. Col. 3.5. Thefe 
are chofe that defile the man, Afar.15. 19,20. Thefe make his heart a filthy dung- 
hill of all abominable lufts, and his life a long chain of finfull actions, a very con- 
tinued web of wickednefle, therefore take hecdto your Spirits, that is, to your affe- 
&ions, keep thofe pure and chafte: abftain from flefhly lufts chat fight againft che 
foul. Take heed where you fet gunpowder, fith fire is inyour heart. Au/(/in thanks 
God that the heart and temptation did not meet together. Look well to the affecti- 
ons: for by thofe maids Satan woesthe miftreffe. Look to the cixque-ports, the five 
fenfes: fhuc chofe windows that death enter not in thereby.. Take heed to thy 
fancy : we allow an horfe to praunce and skip in a pafture ; which if he doch when 
backt by the rider, we count him an unruly and unbroken jade. So, howfoever in 
other creatures we deny them not liberty of fancy, yet wee may not allow it in our . 
{elves, to frisk and rove at pleafure, but by reafon bridle them, and fer them their 
bounds that they fhall not paffe. The Lord quieteth the fea, and turns the ftorme 


by his 
practife to his Spoufe the Church. See Jer. 3.1. Job.13.1. and chen fay, le 
(ods mercy is matehlefle ; and chat he cakes not advantages again{t his revolting 
people, but follows them with his favour : no otherwife then aswhen a man goes 
from the Sun, yet the Sun-beams follow him, fhine upon him, warm him, &c. 


his divorce, as indeed agreeing beft with the matter he undertuok to defend. But 


in another book of his he utterly difliketh the doings of Luther, and fome other Zanch. atif 
EN A ah anch ife. 
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ning practifes of his adverfaries, Lescefer and others loft Queen Elizcberhs favour, Camb, Elizab. 


as if he favoured Prophecyings, &c. bne in*truth, becaufe he had condemned an Arfiibithop 

unlawfull marriage of Fudio an Italian Phyfician with another-mans wife, whilett Anhor ao 

Leicefler in vain oppofed againft his proceedings therein. ; grace for op- 
for ore covereth violence with bis grraient | This Text had been eafie, had nor poting Sem- 
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into & calme, Pfal.107.29. Ifthen the voluptuous humours in our body (which is 
but as a cup made of the husk of an acorne in refpect of the Sea ) will not be paci- 
fied when the Lord faith unto them, Be fiill, every drop of water in the fea will wit- 
neffe of our rebellion and difobedience. 
and ler none deal treacheroufly againf the wife of kis youth J He bad convinced 
them of this nne before, verje 14. Now he admonifheth them to abrenounce and 
abandon it. Lo this is the true method and manner of proceeding, in adminiftring 
admonitions. The judgement muft be convinced, ere the afietionscan be wrought 
roany thing: like asin the law, the lamps were firlt lighted, before the incenfe was 
burned: Firft, know chine iniquity, and then turn from it, fer. 3.13, r4. Exhor- 
cation is the end of doctrine, {cience of confcience, reformation of information, 
converfion of conviction: and wo be to thofe chat being convinced, or reproved 
for their faults, get the bit between the teeth, as it were, and run away with their 
rider. hen I wort: have healed Epbr.um, then his wniguny brake ont (as if it were to 
*croffe me } like the leprofie in his forehead, Jof. 7. 1. what can fucl: fturdy rebels 
expect better, then that God fhould refolve, as Ezek; 24.13. as if he flrould fay, 
Thou fhalt have thy will,buc then I will have mine too: 1 fhall rake another courte 
with thee,fich thou refufeft to be reformed, hatett to be healed.: chou fale pine away 
in thineiniquities, Lezt.26.39. © fearful! 
Ferfe 16. For the Lordthe God of Ifrael fai:h, that he hueih putring may} Heb. 
Put awaya qed. God hates that Put her away, Pur ber away, that is fo much in your 


N 


mouthes. For, becaufe you are juftly reproved for Polygamy , for keeping two . 


wives, you think to mend that fault by putting away your old ones, and plead you 
may doit by a law, licenfing divorces, But the Lord would ye fhould know, thathe 
hates fuch your practifes : and the rather becaufe you malicioufly abufe his law, asa 
cloke of your wickedneffe, Divorce is a thing that Gods foul hateth, unleffe it bee 
in cafeof adultery, ( which breaks the marriage knot ) and malicious perpetual! de- 
fertion. This laft was the cafeof that nobje Italianconvert, Galeucins Caraceiolns 
Marqueffe of ico (as is to be feen in his life, written by my much honoured brother, 
ir. Samuel Clark, in the fecond part of his Marrow of Ecelesi.Picall hijPory, pag. 
101.) who by the content of Mr. Calvin, Peter ALartyr, and other learned Di- 
vines ( who met and ferioufly debated the cafe ) {ued out a divorce againit his for- 
mer wife, who had firft malicioufly deferted him, and had it legally by the Magi- 
irate at Geneva granted unto him: after which he married another, Axo 1560. 
The Civill Law of the Empire permitted divorce for diverfe other caufes. And 
thefe Jews, for every light caufe (if but a blemith in the body, or crookedneffe of 
manners ) pretending to hate their wives, would write them a bill of divorce, and 
turn them off. Our Saviour deals againft this, Alaih. 5. and 18, See the Notes 
there. This finne was alfo rife among both the Athenians ( who were wont to put 
away their wives upon difcontent, or hope of greater portions, &c. ) and the Ro- 
mans, whofe dbfceffionale, or Writ of divorce was this onely, Res raas tibi babero, 
Take what is thine, and be gone. It is ordinary alfo among the Mahometans: par 
re 


Commentatours ( the Hebrew Doctours efpecially ) madc it knotty. R bir Dysj MSs abhor - 
in opening of it, ol fexrior videtur, qaans ipfa verba que explicare conmzr, feens Colas l 
to be more obfcure then the words themfelves which he undertaketh to open; faith Cennrefie of 
Figscir, who alfo reciteth the expofitionsof feverall Rabbines. Concerning which, Efex, 

I may fay as Onc did once, when being asked by another, whether he fhould read FEWE. 
fucha Commentupon Arifforle ? anfwered, Yes; when Ariftetle is underftood 

then read the Comment. The plain fence is this: Thefe wicked Jews pretended ‘ 

the Law of God, asaclokeand cover of their finne, that ic might be no finne to 

them. And though the Lord had protefted to hate their divorces, yet they pleaded 

J know not what liberty permitted them by Avofes : but this was but a politike co- 

verture of iniquity, A/a. 18. 8,9. The like hereunto was the fin of Stel, L Supa. 

15. of Fembel, 1 King. 21.13. of thofe Jews, Fob. 19.7. of thofe Libertines, + 

Pet. 3. Jum.2.8,9. of all Heretikes, that plead Scripture for their herefies : and 

fome others impudently impious, who lelt they fhould feem to be mad without rea- 

fon abufe Gods holy word to the defence of their unreafonable and irreligious pra- 

Ctifes. Thefe mens judgement now of a long time lingereth not, and iheir dam- ` 

nation fleepeth not, 2 Per. 2,3. 

therefore take heed to Jon sþivit| A repetition of the dihortation : of which 
fee verf: 16, Good things muft be often inculcated, Pil, 3.1. one exhortation 
muft peg in another, till they ftick in our fouls, as forked arrows in che fleth. Men 
do not ufe to lay ointments onely upon their lame limbes, but rub them, and chafe 
them in ; fo here. Artin periwades the Preacher, fo long to infiit upon a neceffa- 
ry point, till by the gefture and countenance of the hearers he perceive . 
underftand and relifh it. (hryfoftome being asked by his people, wl 
give over preaching againft fwearing ? anfwered , 
{wearing. 

Verfe v7. Ye have wearied the Lord with your words | Laborure (ori ;; Dania, 
fo the Vulgar renders it. Ye have put the Lord to pain, as it were ; ye have even 
tired out his patience, whileft yee have made him #9 ferve with yrs w 235 aad 
have wearied him with your iniquities, Efay 43.24. I hve long time hots aay peace, 
Ihave been fil andrefrained my felf, faith the Lord: Now will I ery bike sisaveiling Bay grag 
woman, that hath long time bitten in her pain, L will dejlioy and devour at erea * 

God can bear and forbear as well as any other : ho is 2 God like siuiorhee jar thes, 
faith Micah, chap.7.17 > Were the patienteft man upon earth in Gods room, but 
for a very fhort {pace, to fee and hear the provocations, and indignities daily done 
unto him by the finfull fonnes of men, he would foon be weary of it, he would 
quickly make a fhort work, upoi the earth, Rom. 9.28. It would trouble his patience 
to fpread out his hands all a day long to a rebellious people, Efty G5. 2. to give 
forty dayes refpite to Nineveh that bloody city, full of lies aid robbery, Naben: 3.1. 
tobe grieved fourty yeers long witha perverfe people, and to fuffer rheir evil man- 
ners in the wildernefle, Aéts I 3-18. to bear four hundred years with thofe wretch- 
ed Amorites, who had filled the land fioi one end to the other, with their abowsinubl: 
uncleanneffes, Ezra g. 11. In the fourth of Ezekiel God is brought in as lyingupon 
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his left fide for three hundred and ninety years - a long while to lie on one fide. 
without turning on the other ) and all to fer forth his long-fufferance. Our text 
tellsus , that hee is patient even ad defarigationerna ufque, toward the wicked : | 
bears till he can bear no longer. See the like Rom. 9. 22. and the reafon, Row > = 
and the ill ufe that is made of it, Ecclef.8. 11,12, 13. till they tire ong hin thee 
is indefatigable, Fer. 15. 6. and make him weary of repenting. But is this a fafe 
eee courfe they take? Do they provoke the Lord to wrath? Are they flvonger then he? 
Hear ye now, O houfe of David: Is it a fasll thing for you to weary oes bat ye 
will weary my God alfo? Efay 7.13. Will he not put an end to his abufed at 
Deutr6.20 That juffrce, juftice, (as Mofes hath it j aĉđtua!l and active juftice may take lace? 
Ezek.. God in Ezekiel is faid to fit upon a throne, to fhew his flowneffe: but this Hae 
i hath wings, tofhew his fwiftneffe to come, if need require. His patience paffeth 
along as a pleafantriver. Buc if men ftop the courfe of it by their blafphemies, and 
contumelies as here, and preffe him with their provocations, asa cart that is loaden 
with fheaves, Am. 2.13. God will farely have his full blow at them, Mh. 1.2.6 
Rom.2.4. Heb. 12.29... ea ene 
„with your words | thatis, with your continuall contentions and quiblings : or 
with thofe enfuing words, blafphemous enough, and Atheifticall: together wi h 
your bold jaan of them: yer ye fry, wherein, Sc. f ie 
when ye fay, every one that doth evil, Gc. | Asif the fhould fay i 
not but profpereth the wicked: therefore i. loverh aa PEA E Pea ne iain 
ter men. Fob, Jeremy, and David were once, for a fit, in the fame errour but foon 
recanted it, when once the waters of the SanQuary had cured their e -e-fight Phat. 
73-17- for fuch are fand-blind, and cannot fee far off, 2 Per. 1. 9. aes 
or where is the God of ‘udgement?| q.d. No where: either there isno God : of 
at leaft, nota God of that exad, precile, impartiall judgement. ( fuch an Emphafs 
there is in the Heb. ) Diagoras turned Atheift, becaufe hisadverfary chat had robbed 
him was not prefently chunder-ftruck. The like is recorded of “Porphyry, Lici 
Averroes, and others. See rhe Notes, on chr. 3. 14,15. Uae eS 
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Verfe x. P7 I will fend my mefeager | It is well obferved by the learned, 
that this whole Prophecy of ALziwhy, though diftinguifhed (as now 
_ into feverall Chapters, yet is but one entire Sermon, at once delivered. Thote Athe- 
ifts that asked in the precedent verfe, ( and they did it with an aecen too, that th 
might not be flighted ) where xs the God o indoemen ? are here fully anfwered: 
and that they might the better attend, they have it with a note of pregnancy Be- 
hold, Iwill fend, &c. q: d. differtsr quide: ‘ndicium fed non PE E 
niet, profeita veniet. Judgement comes not fo foon as you call for it: but comeit 
will, befureit will. For behold, £ fend (in the prefent tenfe ) ay meffenser, the 
Baptift, and (at his heels, asit were) Mefliah the Prince, who fhall reforme and 
rectiffe all diforders. For judgement, faith He, come I into the world that they which 
fee not might fee, and that they which fee, might be made blind, Joh. O50: And then, 
you that call for judgement fhall have enough of it: when ye fee my Meflenger, 
harbinger, or herald, know that I am hard athand. Behdd. thisis fet here as the 
found of a trumpet before fome Proclamation, to aroufe mens attention. 

1 will fend) Heb. I do fend, or, am fezdiaz : though the thing was not done riff 
four or five hundred yearsafter: but in Gods purpofe and promife it was a done 
thing already.’ All things are prefent with him, for he isa pure act; his whole 
effence is wholly an eye, oramind: heis all things eminently, exemplatily and 
contains all things in himfelf. Hence he knows temporall things after an cternalt 
manner, mutable things immutably, contingent things tnfallibly, future things pre- 
fently. Hence he calleth things that yet are not, asif they were, Rom. 4.17, and 
this, as in the works of Creation, Renovation, Refurrection, fo in the accomplith- 
ment of his promifes, which we muft not antedate, as weare apt ro do; burlesrn 
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to live by faith, Hab. 2.2. Poflibly the Kalendar of heaven hath a poft-dae to 
ours. Strive to be ftrong in faith, and glorifie God. . 
my meffenger | Not Chrift, as Enfebsus doated: nor Meflias the fonne of F-fepl:, Lib.s. de de- 
that is, of the tribe of Jofeph, as Rabbi Abraham would haveic. ( kor che Jews lee ds 
foolifhly expect two Meflias’s, one the fonne of D.vid, and the other the fonne of Se a 
Jofeph) Nor an Angel of heaven, as Rabbi David interprets it, according to Exod. 
23.20. But John Brptife, as our Saviour expounds himfelf, Mat. 11.10. who is 
here called Chrifts Meffenger, or Angel, by reafon of his office: one, by whom 
he would manifeft his mind to his people. Le was a burning and a [kining hulu, or Joh.s.3$ 
lamp, and fhone for a feafon, tillthe sua of righteoufnefle came in place: as lights 
and candles are of good ufe till che Sun rifeth. See r Sam. 3.3. 
and he {hall prepare che way Expu-gabir, Everret, emundıbit. He fhall clear the 
way, fivcep it, ‘accoutre, or dreffe it. He fhall remove all rubs, and remor7s out of 
the way, he fhall pare and pave a path for Chrift into the foul, open thofe erer- 
lifting doors that the king of glory may come in, he fhall make ready at people forthe 
Lord, Luke 1.17. Mans heart is full of mountains and valies, Luke 3.5. Thefe 
muft be levelled, ere Chriftcan be admitted : and that’s not done but by repertance 
umolife.. As John Baprift was Chrittsfore-runner into the world ; fo mutt repen- 
tance be his fore-runner into the heart: for he thacrepenteth not, thekingdom of _ |, 
heaven is far from him: fo he that cannot fee it (as the Hebrew word here ufed im- ene 
ports he muft do ) for his jufts that bang in his light. culis intuenti- 
and the Lord whom ye feek | Dominator, that Lord Paraniennt of whom David um confpicuam 
fpeaketh, Pfu. 119.1. and for whofe fake Daniel defireth to be heard, chip. 9.17. facies, 
Meffiab the Prince, verfe 25. the Prince ard Saviour, A. 5. 31. Lord and Chrift, 
Atts 2.36. thz God of indgcment, whom they culled for, Afd. 2.17. and whom 
they are faid to feck for. As God he is not very far from any one of us, faith Pind 
Aits 17.27. not fo far as the bark is from the tree ; for in him we all live, and move, 
and fabfift. And as God-Man he (hill fuddenly come to his Temple \ fuddexty, 
thacis, ithe fulneffe of time,( which is buta fhort time in refpeé of the long ex- 
pectation of the Patriarches ) and fpeedi/y after Jols Buptifts birth ; fudden'y alto, 
becaufe unexpectedly to the moft, who ftood amazed at his preaching, and faid, 
Whenez hath this man this wifdom, and thefe mighty works ? Is not this the carpenter, 
&c? Tobis Temple he came, when prefented there to be circumcifed, Leke 2. when 
he put forth a beam of his Divinity there, in his difputation with the Docours, 
verfe 46. But efpecially when he purged the Temple: 1. By his doctrine, Aarte 
5. and r5. and 2. By his Difcipline, Joh 2. 14,15, 16. and 12.12. at which 
time, Tell ye the daughter of Zion, faith God, Behold, thy kag cometh unto thee, Matis. 
meck and fitting upon an affe, &c. Not upona ftately palirey, as an earthly Poren- 
tate. And that was the very caufe, that thefe in the text that are faid to fee: hint, 
when they had him amongft them, could by no means think well of him in refpect 
of his mean and defpicable condition. ‘They had a certain notion of the Meltiah: 
and were in expeCtation of him, and of temporall deliverance and felicity by Mn. 
OF which, when difappointed, they were as blank, as when they faw the hoped iffue 
of their late Jewith Virgin turned toa daughter: or as when they faw Mahomet cat r 
of acamell; whom till then,when they faw him arifing in fuch powetr,hey were rea- D. Hall's 
dy to cry up for their long looked-for Meffiah. , p RAE 
even the meffenger of the Covenant ] viz- of the covenant of grace: forin Chrift 
God reconciled the world to himfelf. “And of this covenant Chrilt is the #age/, or $ 
Meffenger, becaufe 1. He revealethir, and we muft take heed how we {light it, 
Heb.2.3. thift it, Heb. 12,25. 2e He mediatethit, 1 Tiv. 2. 5- and inand by 
him it hath accomplifhment, 2 Cor. 1.20. Hence Efiy 9. 6. heis called the Prizce E 
of peace, and (according to the Septuagint there ) the Argel of the great Çonafel. Au, aa 
Let all that would receive mercy from God, get into Chrift, and fo into Covenant Jog” 
For as the Mercy-feat was no larger then the Ark, fo neither is the grace of God, 
then the covenant of grace: And as the Ark and Mercy-feat were never feparated, 
fo neither are fuch from God, as are found in Chrift. 
whom ye delight in| They delighted in his day (the better fort of them ) though 
afar off, Fob. 8. 56. they faluted him, and were refaluted by him, Heb. 11. 53. 


They promifed themfelves through Chrift malorum adempticncm, bonorum adepti- 
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onent, freedom from all evil, and fruition of all good. Hence he is called, rhe de. 
five of all Nations, Hag.2.8. The Church in the Caxtictes, faith he is rotzs defide- 
rabilis, altogether defireable, chap.5.16. The Church in Efay defires him with her 
whole foul, ckap. 26. 9. and chap. 64.,1. as impatient of further delayes, crieth 
out, Obtht thozworldeft rent the heavens, and come down, that the mountains might 
flow dowa az chy prefence. Drop down ye heavens from above, and let the skies ponr 
down righteazjacj]e: Let the esrth open, and let them bring forth falvation, &e. chap. 

45.3. Lo what earneft pantings and inquietations were in thofe ancient beleevers 
arter Chrift, what continuall fallies, as it were, and egreflions of affection. 

behold, he hall come | He fhall, he fhall : ‘nay he is even come already : for fo the 
Hebrew hath it, Hixzeh ba, behold, he is come : me-thinks | even feebim. A like 
text thercis, Zbk 2.3. ‘Lhe duty required is, Wait ; the promife is delivered, 
doubled, and trebled: Je fhi Speak, it will come, it will fevely come. Nay doubled 
again, Jt ball not lie, it will zor tarry. Ičisasif God had faid, Do but wait, and 
you thall be delivered, you fhall be delivered, you fhall be delivered; you thall, you 
thall. Ob the Rhetorike of God! oh the certainty of the promifes! A Lapide 
his Note is not here to be paffed by. This word Behold, fignifieth that this com. 
ming of Chrift in the flefh, fhould be 1. New, admirable, and ftupendious. 
2. Sure and ¢ertain, 3. Defireable, and joyfull. 4. Famous and renowned. 

[eih she Lord of Hofts | And that’s affurance good enough : for hath he faid it, 
and fhall he not do it? Herc is firm footing for faith: and men are bound to reft 
in Gods Jpfe dixir. Abraham did, and required no other evidence, ‘Rom. 4. He 
cared xot for the deadneffe of his own body, or of his wives womb. Fe Strggered 
Hot at the promife of Godthrough unbelecf, &c. No more mull we, if we will be heirs 
of the world, with faithfull Abrahm. Godstruth and power arethe Fach» and 

{ Boxes, the two pillars whereupon faith muft repcfe: belee-irg God upon his bare 
word, and that againft fenfein things invifible, snd ag-init reafon, in things in- 
credible. 

Verfe 2. Bat who may abide the day of bis coming? ] The Prophet Ffy askech, 
Efay $3.8 Who thal! declare his generation? that is, the myftery of his incarnation, (that ha- 
Daniel aair, 420 Dei cum carne, which the Magicians held impoflible ) or the hiftory of his 

birth, life, and death ( as fome fence it ) whofe tongue fhall be able to {peak it, or 

pen towrite it? Who can think of the day of his coming? fo the Vulgar reads 

this text: viz. of all the glory, graces, benefits of chat day ? But the Hebrew word 
isthefame, as Prov.t8.14+ The fprrit of a mun well fuftaim his i- firwity: and is fo 
rendred here by the Chaldee and Kimchi. Who can ffin, or abide the day of his 
coming, fc. inthe Heth? What wicked man willbe able toendreit> for he fhail 

Jite she ezrth with the rod of his mouth, (chat is, the confciences of carnal! mea 

glued tothe earth ) aad with the breath of bis lips fhal! he flav the wicked, Efi} 11. 4« 

And this is fpoken of the Braach that grew out of the root of Jefes verf- i. when 
thapgoodly family was funk fo low, as from Dvid the king, to F-feph the Carpen- 

ter. With what terrour ftruck he the hearts of Herod, and all Jerufalem by the 

news of his nativity? Mar. 2.3. And f prefepe vagicatis Herodem tantum ter- 

© vuit, qaid tribunal judicantis? IF Chrift in the cradle were fo terrible, what will he 
be on the ‘ribunall? The Text that troubled thofe mifcreants, was Mic. ṣ. 2. 
which fome (taking tfagæir in the Neuter Gender ) render thus: And thon Beth- 

3 lehem Ephrata, it isa finall thing tobe among thg Princes of Judah: out of thee (hall 
come a ritler, &c. This, Herodand his complices could not hear of without horrour: 

as neither could that other Herod, of the fame of ( hrifts mighty works, Matt. 14e 

1,2, fucha glimpfe of Divine glory fhone in them. ‘The finers in Zion are afraid: 
fearfulneffe [uvprizeth the hypocries : and thcy run as farre, and as faft as they cam 

from Chrift, with thefe frightfull words in their mouthes. rhs amongst xs fhalt 

dwell with the devouring fire? who jkall abide with the everliflicg buraagse The 
Ruffianly fouldiers were flung flat on their backs, when he faid no more but, Lav 

Auguf , he, Joh. 18. 6. Quid amem jndicaturus faciet, qui “ndicmaus hsc fecit? What 
f will he do when he comes to judgement, who was thus teri ible now that he was to 
be judged? Oh that the terrour of the Lord might perfwade people co forfake 

their fins, and to kiffe the Son, left he be angry. Though a lamb, he can be terrible 

tothe kings of the earth: and though he break not the bruifed reed, Af:tth. 12. 20. 

yet 


no bearing up fail in the cempeft of his w 


rae 5 a eg 


Cuap,3. 


the Prophecie of Malachy. 


659 
yet his enemies he will break witha rod of iron, and dafh them in pieces like a pot. 
cers veffell. Be wife now therefore, O ye kings, &c. Pfa 2, 9,10. And ole 
Sun, Moon, and eleven Starres in Joepbs vition, did obey fance to bim; fokt our 
louls, bodies, all our temporal], nacurall, morali, and {piriruall abilities bee fiib.. 
jet and ferviceable to Chrift, as ever wee hepe to look him im, the face with 
comfort. : 


cad whe hal fkand when he appeareth? ] “Heb. at ile fobt of ling. True IC is 
thar Chrift coming to help usin diftreffe, for the want of external pomp in hs 
Ordinances, and worldly glory in -his Minilters, and members, and Man. 
oï humane Eloquence in his Doctrines, is defpifed by thofe that Form and freme 
to themiclves a Chrift like to the mighty Monarchs of the earth: like as A 
gefikus King of Spartans, coming to help the King of Egypt, was fiohted 
in that countrey for his mean habit, and contemptible ontlide. Pur if the 
Centurion were worthy of refped, becaute he loved the Jewith Nation l 
built’ them a Synagogue; shall not Chrift much more, even as Prince of the 
Kings of the earth, fith hee loved us, and wafhed us with his own blood and 
hath made us kings and pricfls unto God and his Father, Revel. 1. 5, 63 i r 
whom alfo hee is made unto us, righieonfaefe, (imputatively) wifala fend - 
ton, ted vedemplion, effectively, by way or inherency and graciovs operation? 
Who ts able to ft. before this holy Lord God? as the mien of Letkthemefh r Samec. 
once faid. Hho would nor fear this kieg of Nivioa: , faith Jeremy y this bir J 10.7. 
of Sairis, faith Johz? for to bow daha appertain: fith there is none like unto Rev.1s.3,4. 
him: neither can any Haie before bine wh ea be “ireweth, any more then a olaffe 
bottle can find betore a Cannon- fhor. O come, ter ns werikip, und bow nown, Place 
ler us Keel befo e thes Lord on anchors UE we harden our hearts he will hander wee 
his hand, and haften our deftruction. Theres no ttanding before this Lion 
: ! : rath: you muft either be his fubjects, 
or his footftool: either vail to him, or perith by him. hive roms are ih “p 
i» the hese of the kings enews, weerecy the pegi (ll vader thee pra. hee. 
What a world of miferies have the refractary Jews futfered ; and do coe for 
rejecting the Lord Jefus? They might have known out of their own Cabalifis 
( befides D sls feventy weeks, and other Scripcure-evidenices ) that the Meitiah 
was amongft them: for it is there expreffely recorded, that Merias thould come i. 
tin the time of 7F:/els difciples: one of whom was Sarsy the tz, who embraced EP 
the child Jefus in his arms: who alfo foretold chac thar chiiid w i fet for thei th Beas 
and reEng agia of in way in [rack sind foca Cane which jk pi ip kin etait th i Luk. 2.34,35. 
the thavabes of many beiris michi be veveded. And to the fame purpole Ste Perse 1 
Epift. cap. 2. ver.7,3. But before them both, Our Prophet here. ` l 
Tor he is likea refiners fre | Intimating, that the times of the Melliah would be 
difcriminating, fhedding times: and that he wouid feparate the precious from the 
vile, the gold from the droffe, the fheep fromthe goats: v ba Nob d bold se gegye 
be called Nadib, the vile perfon Liber Li, the cherie bom: full, Efay 32. 5. "bite thae 
good people fhould be difcerned, and honoured ; hypocrites detected, and detelted 
aswas Judas, Afagns, Denias, &c. flit up and Main by Chritts two-edged fword, 
by his prefence and preaching,. Surely fis fine ties bis Hurd, though the devil 
and his imps would fain wring it out, and he will ibsronghly pte his foo. Ciali Auguftii 
in ares nobileum efe pafin, i havcco non peffient) he will drive the chaff one way Mat.3 1 
and the wheat another : for wha isthe ch ff to the whe 5 faith the Lord > he will Jer 23.29 
purific the fouls of his Saints, in obeying the trih ibr en ibe [rivm eto staf sined 
love of the brethvex, 1 Pet. 1.22. So that they fhall be united to fuch, and fenara- 
ted from finners. Fire, we know, Cong OT at honor HeiLy fewrer.si heteroren: X for 
what fellowfhip hath light with darkneife> The fpiric of Chritt, called a fpirit of 
judgement, and of burning, wafheth away (lo here reitzers fiveynd pullers jare J the 
filth of the daughter of Zion, and purgeth the blood of Jerufalem from the mideft 
thereof, fu 4.4. By filté nd blood underftand their exceflive bravery, mentioncé 
chap. 3. which now they had learned to call by artother name, fince their own names 
were written among the living in Jervialem, ve fe 3. And here God mae pond to 
them that he had promifed, Chap. 1.25. that he would purely purge away their droit 
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eAn Expofitton on l Cuar., 


ifn thsnrered like crimjon, etsy foould be as weoll verfer8. Euler 
fepe tn dapeor ed, cs tome render it jis of fingular ufe to fetch cur Mains and Ipox, 
avdio = Gier wooll: So (much morc ) is the blood and fpirit of Chift, to whi- 


ten niuli ais, andto make men his Candidates. Such were thofe Corinthians - 


t Eph. 6. 11, Sib were fome of yos, (thatis, as bad as bad might be, lepersall 
over y dat je ave wajoed fee by that Fulle: of foules Chrift Yefus Aad if any ask, 
Hew wathed ¢ It folowe:, be: pe are farctifid, but je ave sufi ified in she nme, 
that is, by the merit ofthe Lord Jefus, and Jy the [pirit of or Got. ‘Che lows in 
their Tamud buvmcerat this, when they quefticn, What is che nsns f Meffe 
ay? Their antwer is Hhevara Leprous( fe. by imputaiica 2 Cen. g. 20. Efay 
53+ 6. whence alfo he is fid by ong to be Azaximius peccatarses, th atelt of 
fianery ) sud ne fitceth among the poor in the gates of Rome. cartying Wi 
nelles, according to chat, Himfelf took our w:firmities , aed bore owr n rae ffes. 
There are two shisgs in guile. 1. The nerit and defert of i rhi G eect rook 
not. 2. The obl:gacion te punifhment: chishe took, andin he bresar i 
is, bound te the puaifhmest of fin: which alto bhe fafered exvbato the ela! 
his blood ( thatt:ue Padtofies, or rather Jordan ) whereby behai cleansed hi- pco- 
ple from fins both guiltinefl: and fAiluhinefle. We have seveterste ttaincs, which 
will hardly be got out till the cloth be ailmoftrub’d to peeces: core prin eaves 
jo clofe to us, that fire and fullers fope is but necdtull co fetch it cE Narare and 
cuftome have made our {prs like chat of the Leopard, which no.art can-cure, no 
water wath ci; becaufe they arenor inthe skin only, but in che fich and bones, 
im the finews and in the moft inner parts. Hence David prayerh again and again to 
v: waini thorowly, co be purged with hyflop, to be wathed and wrung in this 
Hnilers fope of Cbuits blood, and with the clean water of his holy {piri This is 
the only crue Purgatory, the Kings. bath, the fountain cpened for fin and for un- 
cleannetle Zuch. 13.1. Here Chrift wafheth his, not only from ontward defile- 
inent, but from their (winifh nature: that when wathed chkan they may not, 
, a Clic they would ) wallow in the next guzzle. Here are thole foveraign mun- 
uifying waters ofthe San@uary, which fo wath cf the corruption of the ulcer, 
twat they cooithe heat, and Itay the {pred of the infection : and by degrees heal 
the fame. Hither poor finners need not come as to the poole of Berhefda one by 
ene, but, as Turks to thcir Mahomet, Papifis to their Lady, ty tisaps and Cara. 
vars, true Chrifhansto their All-fuiiicient Saviour, how mub more? In that 
poole of Bethelda, the Priefts ufed to wath their fscrifices; becaufe no unclean 
thing might come within the Temple. The water was of reddifh colour,and ran 
into that piace in great abundance; and therefore it wes called faith One, the konfe 
of effufion. This fhadowed out, that every of Chrifts fheep muti be wathed in the 
poole of his blood, before they can be meet Gcvifices, ax ojperiig janto the Lord in 
righteou{neffe , as it is in the next verfe. Other blood Raines whatis wathed 
Vinit: this blood of the fpotleffe lambe whiteneth as fullers fone, and purifieth 
from all pollution of flefh and fpirit Rev. 7. 14. This is he that came 
by water and blood, cven Jefus Chrift: not by water onle but by water and blood 
i lob, 5. 6. The Pricks of the old law were confeccated fii} with oyle, and then 
with blood : So was Chrift, firft with the fpicit Efa. 61. 1. and then with his 
own blood for our benefit. 
Ferfe 3. And he hai fit as avefiger’ i. e. he fhall tick to the work, and not 
{tart from it, til be bring forth judgemens to victory Atct, 12.020. that is, till he 
have perfected the work of grace begun inhis people, (for he is aferdunr and fi- 
nifoer of their faith Heb, 12. 2. X audby patience, nice thor poni ana entire, 
wanting nothing. fam. 1. 4. Chrit, who isthe Ged of ei grace, avd bath cated 
ether to his eternall glory, will, after they bave fajfor dt satud, js his fornace or 
fining-pot ( Pre. 17° 3. ) of afli&ions, make them porfel, finki h, flrengeben, 
Settle thera 1 Pet. 5. 10. yea make all grace to abound toward Chen: thas they 
alwayes having alt fufficiency in all things may aloud is every god work, For 
which holy purpofe, Chrift our Refiner hath his fire in Lion, ant by furnace in 
lernfalem Ifai. 31. 9. bisconflatorics, and his crucibles, wherein his third part 
being brought thorough the fire fhali be refined us fluer is refoaed, and iried as gold 
wrricd Zach. 13. 9. thatthe triad of their faith (who Wave clopified bieda the 
very 
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Cuap.3. the Prophecie of Malachi. 
very fires Ifa. 24. i5.) being much more precious then that of gold that perifheth, 
may be found to praife and honour and glory 1 Pet. 1. 7. True gold will undergoe 
the tiall of the feventh fireywhich Alchymy gold will not. Chrif Jefus after that 
he hath been to his people as a refiners fire, and fallers fope, that is, after that he 
hath juftified, and fan¢tified ther alfo in fome part, will fit as a refiner and purifier 
of filver, that is, he will be ferions, accurate, and affiduous in {couring them from 
corruption by correption, in purging out the remnants of fin. by affli@ion fan&i- 
fied. For by this fhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit, to 
take away his fin, Ifa. 27. 9. Chrift hath bought off all our corruptions, redeem- 
ed us fromall iniquity Tir. 2. 14. and God will have the price of Chrifts blood 
out: what the word purgeth not, the rod muft; like as what evill humours 
Summer purgeth not out by {weating. Winter concocts by driving in the heat, 
And as winter is of ufe for mellowing the ground, and for killing worms and 
f weed. &c. fois the croffe fanctified for quelling and killiog Aefhly lofts that fight 
againft the foul. He chat hold; the winds in his fif, ftayes his rough wind, Efay 
27. 8. and lets out of his treafury fuch a windas fhall make his yong plants fruit- 
fall, and blow away their unkindly bloffomes and Icaves. Black fope makes white 
clothes, if God fet in and fet it on with his battle-dore, as thar Martyr phrafed ir. 
: Fowland ftained garments are whitened and purified, by laying abroad in cold 
frofty nights. Scouring and beating of chem witha ftick, beats out the mothes 
‘andthe duft: fodo afiCtions, corruptions from the hearr. Aloes kills wormess 
fo do bitter croffés crawling lufts. Rubarbe is full of choler, yet doth mightily 
purge choler. Hemlock isa deadly plant, yet the juyce applyed heales ignis facer 
and hot corroding ulcers : and muchaffwageth the inflammation of the eyes. The 
fting ofa {corpion, thougharrant poyfon, yet is an antidote againft poyfon. No- 
thing is bctrer to cure aleprofie, then the drinking of that wine whereina viper 
hath deen drown’d. The viper( the head and tail being cuc off) beatenand applied 
cures her own biting. Affliction isin ic {elf an evill, a fruit of Gods wrath, anda 
peece of thecurfe. Chriftalters the property to his, and makes one poifon an- 
'tijotary to another, and cures fecurity by mifery : as Phyfitians oft cure a lethar- 
by a fever. Every affliGion fanctified rubbs off fome ruft, melts off fome droffe, 
empties and evacuates fome fuperfluity of naughtinefle, ftrains our fome corrupti- 
oa. Job 10. 10. Chrift ftraines out our motes, whiles onr hearts are powred 
out like milk, with griefandfear: he alfo keeps us from fetling on the lees, by 
emptying us from veflel to veflel: Jer. 48. ir. when as the wicked have no 
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changes, and therefore they fear not God : they come not in trouble like other Pral.73. 


men, therefore they face the heavens, and their tongues walk thorough the earth : 
All chat are Chrifts people are {ure of fore and {harp afflictions, fiery tryals and tri- 
bulations, piercing and prefling crofles Pfal. 34. 19. Jam, 1. 2. He will be fare 
(to plow his own ground, whatfoever becomes ofthe walt; and to weed his own 
‘garden, though the reft of the world fhould be Iet alone to grow wild. He will 
calt his pureft sold into the fire of affliction: : but they thall lofe nothing by it, 
Gold caft into the fire wafteth not, caft intothe water rufteth not. No faint was 
ever thy worte fot his fafferings, but the better: the Ieaft that can come of ity 
is to do good duties with greater zeal, and larger affeCtion Zf: ay 26. 9, Now, who 
would not ferch fuch gold out of a fiery crucible 2 my et 

and be foall purifie the fons of Levi) Whom he had before faulted chap. 1, 
and 2. Or he may mean the Minifters of the Gofpell, called Priefts and Levites 
Efir 66. 21. Orrather, all the royal! Prieft-bood ut Gods people, whofe office is 
to..f-r up tpivituall facrifices, acceptable to Godby Jefus chrift. 1 Pet, 2. 5, 9. 
Rom. Ute 1, 2. Now for thefe,Chrift 1. Ofbad makes them good, as he did 
Joles the Levite AG. 4. 36. and many priefts 4&. 6. 7. He makes them paffe. 
ander the rod ana fo brings them into the bond of the covenant Ezek, 20. 37. 2, Of 
good he inakes them better and brighter, he powres them forth as molten metal], 
fo the Septuagint read this text. Gold that is melted in the furnace, isnotonly 
purified, but alfo made malleable : yea fit for the mould. Their bearts are, 
brought down, . they/peak as out of the ground Efay 29.. 4. ina low language, and 
like broken men: they pur their mouths in the duft, they lie low at Chrifts feet, 
and fay, -Speak Lord, for thy fervant heareth. Thus haughty Hagar humbled by, 
Kkk affliction 
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hS fs Hen barkenerth tothe Angell, and fubmits to her miftreile : at ht gal- 
taar, that in the pride of his pretperity, in the ruffe of his jollity vera not A 
wå; When nis leh end bs body was coafumed, when his bones clattered in his 
skon, uid thewegteners exp: hel bim at the doors, he is of another mind, and he 
mi ic talleed wih: then hke the beaten viper he cafteth up his poy fon both 
of high wandedneffe and of carthly-mindedneffe , and if you have any” good 
cual togivchim, heis ready toreceive it. See the like Job 33- 19, 20, 
2a. &G 
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a goodaTtionbad, asweteein7cbs, M Geds workbe nor duely done, we may 
poet with devuches inftead of bleffiers 1 Chron. 15. 17. D.:vid fa led but in a cerc- 


me 


t yet God wa angry. Jeres zeal was rewarded in anag of jultice quoad fube 
Hen sperit, inreg ad of the fubftance of the work: and yet punifhed as an i 
cfpolicy , qverd midumfor che perverfe end. Letno man meafure him{elf by the 
ster of things done; for there may be ziam opus in bona materia, an evill 
‘inag-odmateer: Works materiz ‘lr good may never prove fo form.z/Ly and 
ine eile iain isa curionsclock-wo:k: ifbucone wheel be diftempered, all 
ny Se Wrong. ONTE a numtring the pecple omitted that duty Exod. 30, 12,13, 
ie rent Ce nce, the DRSI. : E 
x po ' ooy 1 iferines of Judah el jersfilem] Thatis, of the Latine 

nech, and of Reme, faith Qik. A nertisll fancy ofa Porifh Interpreter a 
Perr pon dod) barely proved : and therefoteas heaffirmeth without rcafon, r 
Enoy be difinted withone refutation. Underfland it rather of the whole churc 
Wh refver, in Cites, er Countries: and obferve, that neither Judah nor Je- 
nulom, how highly feever honoured or favoured other wile, fhall have ar 
dhaing accepted in beaven, unlifle their hearzs be firft purified by faith. ie 
thon, their Gicrifices, how fpecious foever, are neither living ( but dead a 
the uchou ro the Hebrews calles it ) nor Foly, thatis, purc and vnpolluted 1 ie 
ve Se. unk fe themflves be partil ers of the grace of lif 1 Pet. 3. p and can bo A 
ly Èy with Dateld. preferve my forte, for 1 am oly, ox one whom thon favoure n 
PIi 86.2, So Plath 4. 3. he makes this the ground of his hope, that his prays 
fii heard, thatthe Lord leoked npon hin asa godly perfon. God regards 
i raze, ifthe manbenotrght. ‘Ihe blood ofa fhecep and of afwine 

eat may be che blcod of a fwine is better and {weeter then ofa fhert 
peruan sr nottobe ofiered, becauie ofa fwine. See Heb. 13. 16. Philip. 4. 1 - 
ja 15.16. Prid 147 11. Efay 62.4. Heb. 13, 6. Look how light, a 
kauen, maketh mi chivgs pleafing to men: fo doth faith to God. Truc frit 13s 
Fike the fle thar healed the waters 2 King. 2. 21. O pray Chrift to caft in a erufe- 
fllor it ipto our hearts, or elfe we lofeall our fervices ; nay we do worfe then 
lole our tbour, for ditpleafi:.@ fervice is donble difhonour.: we ga bur 
tke paiuestogotahell, See more ofth!s matter inthe Notes on chap. 1. verfe 
3, 30, 
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asin the dayes of old, as in formér pears] i. e. As the facrificos of Abel, Abram 
ham, Aaron, cc. asthe prayers and holy performances of David, Hlish, Sa- 
mel {whois thought to bethefame with Peths:/ fod 1. 1. which figa:tistha 
Per{wader of God, and that he was fo called, becaufe he could haye what be wouid 
of God ) Cormlius, Panl @e. were very cffeQualland avaiizble, and did won- 
ders eveg to the opening and fhutting of heaven, as Evia! to the opening ef the 
doves of Leviathan, as Jonah, tothe delivering even graves of their dead, as Heh. 
11. 35. &c, fothcy thall be ftill, asefeCtuall, as thoie Ancient Saints, we doar 
near with a true heart, in fell afferance of faith, baving orr hearts fpriakhed from 
an evill confcience, and our bodes washed with pure water Fb. 10. 22, See Tam. 
5:16,17, 18. and Hof. 12. 4. The Prophet fpeaking of Pacob his wreftling with 
God by weeping, and his prevailing by praying (fo tharhe was knighted tor his 
good fervice, and dubb’d J/rae/, ora Prince of God ) fubjoynes for our comfort, 
God found him ix Bethel,. and there he fpake with as, Sothen, what encouragement 
accelle and fuccefle /acob hadat Bethel, the fame have we : eprovid.d char we fo 
carry the matter, thatit may be faid ofus, as Pf, 24.6. This is the gezeration of 
them that [eck him; of themthat feck thy face: this 7s Jacot: Provided thacas froh 
wreftled in the night, and alone, and when God was leaving him, and upon one leg: 
fo do we,amid{t all difficulties and difcouragemencs. 

Ferfes., ~d4ud I will come nur to Ja to judgement? g. de You conceit mea 
great way Off, and put far from you the thoug his of my comming, having teen {fo 
bold as toask, Where 2s the God of judgement Ge. De bell, I com: quickly, and my 
reward zs With me. Not, as you delired,to avenge you cf your enemies, bur as jultice 
requireth, to be avenged of you fur your impicties which i have here billed up 
againft you. And that ye may not think to cicape, know thatas I ama Judge ar 
hand, fo a prefent witaefje, teftis feflinantifimis a molt (wife Witneffe, to evict and 
punifh you, for your moft fecret fins. So then, howfoever the Lord (are long, 
yet he will beat length, botha halty witncfiè and a fevere Judge againft thofe that 
abufe his patience : he will not alwayes ftand them tora faning-ftock, but pay them 
home for the new andthe old. Zer. 6. 6. Alie. 1, 3 God oweda revenge io the 
houfe of E/é: and yet at length, by the delation of Derg, takes occafion to pay ic. 
It is a vain hope that is raifed trom the delay of judgement: No time can be any 
prejudice to the Ancien: of dayes. If his word fleep, it hall not dye: but after 
long intermiffions breaks forth into thofe ef; which men had forgotten to look 
for, and ceafed to fear, The fleeping of veageance caufeth the overflow of fin 
Ecclef. 8. 11, and the ove flow of fin caufeth the awakening of vengeance Pfa! 
50. 21. fo that fomerimes he ftrikes eve he gives any finther warning: as Abja- 
fom intending to kill Amnon, [ptRe neithi good zor cvil? tohim. — Sebito tollituy gri 
diu toleratur. Till the fiery ferpents, God had ever confolted with Atofes, and 
threatened cre he punifhed. Now he frikes and faycs noihing. The anger is fo 
much more, by how muchleff:notified. Still revenges are ever moft dangerous 
and deadly, when God is not heard before he is felt, as in hewing of wood, the 
blow is not heard, till the axe be {een to have ftruck ) or if he be heard to fay as 
Neh. 1. 9. what do ye imagine againft the Lord? hewi:t make an utter end + afiiti- 
on foall not arife up the fecond time: itsa figne heis irnplacaoty bent, and meanes to 
have but oneblow. The wickeds happinetlg will rake its end furely and fwiftly. 
The end is come, 1s come, is come, faith Exechiel chap. 7. The Lord is come near to 
Jou to judgement, and be will be a fpeedy witnelfe, Judge and witneffe both : which 
in mens courts cannot be: but God being infinitely both wife and holy, may be 
and will be both witneffe and Judge againft the workers of iniquity : and when 
theyare ( as Adonijah’s guefts were King. a.) atthe height of their joyes and 


opes, he confounds all their devices, and layes tuem open to the {corn of the 
hearts, and the dint of his own unfup- 


world, to the anguith of their own guilty 
Portable difpleafure, which is fuch as none can avert or avoid. 


Ad panam tardis Ders eft, ad premia velox, 
Sed penfare folet vi graviore moran 
Pena venit grovior, quo mage fera venit, 
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agait the jorcerers] Or Fusglers, Wixxards, Negromancers Gc. See the feveral 
forts forbidden, and to be punifhed Dewr.18.10. By Gods law fuch might not be 
fuffered to live, Exod 23.8. yet did this evil prevail in Ifrael 2 Chron. 33. 6: Jer. 
27.9. and here,'It was done by unlawful means, as Sws faid to the witch 
Divine unto me by the familiar {pirit, 1 5.2.28. 8. and it wasa thing hateful to 
God, even. as high rebellion, 1 Sam. 15.23. fith the ground of this .familia- 


_ rity isa diobolical contrac ovsrr, or covert explicit or implicit. Je is ficly cal- 


Jed che black Art, for theres no true lightinthem that ufe it Ifa. 8.19. they de- 
pare from Godand his teftimony, #2. and fo tempt the devil to tempt them. This 
was Swzls fin, for which the Lord killed him 1 € broz.10. 13. and hath threatened 
to cut off all from among his people, that do enquire of fuch, Lev. 20.6. Thou 
haft been purtsker with the adulterer, Pfal.so0.18. fo are fuch with forcerers. Sure- 
ly the wounds of God are better then the falves of Satan ; as Abzziab found 
it. And they which'in cafe of loffe or fickneffe &c. make hell their refuge 
fhall fmoke and {mart for it inthe end. Satan feeks to them in his temptations, 
they in their confultations feck to him: and now that they have mutually found 
each other, if ever they part, icisa miracle : He is an unipeakable proud fpirit 
and yet willitoop to the meaneft man or woman to be at their command (the 
witch of Endor is twice in one verfe 1 Sum.28.7. called the ALiftriffe of the Spiri: 
becaufe in covenant with him) whereby he may cheat them, and their clients of 
Salvation. Every one that confults with him, worfhips him , though he bow 
not, as S/did : neither doth that old man-flayer detire any other reverence then 
to be fought unto. : 
„ and agusinft the adulterers) Sept. rhe adu'tereffes. Adalivinunsygt tf ad alterums, aut 
alterinstornm, agoingup toanother mans bed, as Keulen did, and was feverely 
fentenced for it, Gea.49.4 It was tobe punifhed with death, even by che law of 
Nature: becaufe the fociety and purity of poftericy could not otherwife continve 
amongit men. Nebschid-nszzar roufied 1 the fire Zedekiah and Abab wwo falie 
prophets of Judah, becinfe they committed sdslery wih iheir neighbours wives 
Jer-29.22,23. The Egyptians ufed to cut off the note of the adulcereffe : the 
Prophet alludes to this Ezek, 23. 25.The Athenians, Lacedemomans,and Romans 
were very fevere againft this fin ; as Plutarch recordeth in his parallels. ‘Ihe old 
French and Saxons alfo, as Tacitus tells us. By Gods law they were to be ftoned 
to death ; and the High-priefts daughter was to be burned. for this fault, Levee. g 
a peculiar punifhment, and not to be paralleld in che whole law. ifmen fail to 
fallupon fuch (it isan hainous crime faith holy Fsb, and an iniquity co be punifh- 
ed by the Judges, Chap, 31410.) God himfelf willdo it, Heb. 13.4. and did it ef- 
fectually, 1 Cor. 10.8. and on the filthy Sodomites , Gex. 19. and onCharles s. 
King of Navar who was much addicted co this fin, which fo watted his {pirits, that 
in his old age he fellinto a Lethargy. To comfort his benumbed joynts he was 
` bound and fewed up in a theet fteeped in boyling Aquavite. The Surgeon having 
made an end of fewing him, and wanting a knife to cut off his threed, took a wax 
) candle that ftood lighted by him. But the flame running down by the chreed, 
caught bold on the fheet, which according tothe nature of the Aquavitz burned 
with that vehemency, that the miferable king ended his dayes in the fire. But fay 
the adulterer be neither ftoned, nor burned: yet God ulually ftoneth fuch with 
a ftony heart, Hof-4.11. which is a imoft fearful Judgment : and when they die 
burneth them with the hotteft fire in hell. Prov.2.18. the whores suefs go down 
to the dead. Heb. ef Rephaim, to the Giants : to that part of hell where 
oe damned monfters are. See 2 Peter 2. 10. and mark the. word 
iefly. i ; 
and againft falfe fivearers} A fin ofan high nature, condemned by the height of 
nature, and punifhed by the Heathens. ‘Perjsrii pena divina exitivnis hamana, dz- 
decns ; This was one ofthe lawsof the twelve tables in Rome. God punifhech 
perjury with deftruction : men with difgrace. 7ijfsphernes the Perfian General, b2- 
ing Ovecrome by Agefilaus King of Spartans, craved three-moneths truce, and 
had it : They both fware to be quiet on botli fides -Tijfapheines foon brake his 
oath : but Agefil.zusreligioufly,kept it, faying, that Gods and men would favour 
him for his fidelity, but curfe and execrate che other for his perjury. God fhewed 


Zachary 


f E T ete E ee 


Cuar.3. the Prophecie of Malachy. +, 


Zach :rya flying role long and large, ten yards long, and five broad, tull of cur- 


fes againit the falfe fwearer, with commiflion to reft upon hes boufe, which he Zac.3.3.4, 


he holds his caftle, and where he thinks himfelf moft fecure. Michael Pate- 
ologus Emperour of Conftantinople made the Greek Church acknowledge the Popes 
fupremacie, and did many other things contrary to his oath : and therefore lieth 
obfcurely buried, fhrouded inthe fheet of defame, faith the Hiftorian. So doth 
‘Rodulphus Duke of Sueveland,who by the Popes inftigation. broke his oath ofal- 
legiance to Henry the Emperour, and by the cutting off his faichleffe right hand loft 
his life. So doth Sigifmund the Emgerour, for his falfe dealing with Joba Hafe. 
Ladiflaus king of Hungary, for his perjurious fetting upon Amarah the great 
Turk atthe bactle of Varna, where he was defervedly defeated. What a blur 
was that to the old Romans, if true, that Mirchazes the Perfian Genera! thould 


fay of them, Romanis promittere promptum eff Gc. TheRomans will promife any Proj; 
thing, and {wear co ‘it, but perform nothing that makes againft their profit? * 4 


There were at Rome fuch as could lend an oath at need:and would not ftick to fwear 
that their friend or foe was at Romeand at Jmeramna both at once. How flippe- 
ry the Papifts are, and how bloody, both in their Pofitions and difpofitions, is 
well known toall. But God is the avenger ofall fuch: becaufe they call him to 
witneffe a falfhood : and dare him to his face to execute his vengeance. See 


. Lach. 8.17. 


and aguin{? thofe that oppreffe &c-Either by denying diminifhing,or delaying their 
wages. The vulgar rendereth it, Who calmuiae, or make cavils to detain wages, 
which is the poor hirelings lively-hood, whereupon he fettcth his heart Dewr.24.15. 


and maincaineth his life; whichis therefore called the life of his hands, becaufe 5710. 


upheld by the labour of his ands. He getsic, and eats it : and is in his houfe like a 
fnailin bis fhell; crufh thar, and you kill him. This isa crying cruelty Jam:5. 4, 
and hath a woe againft it Jer.22.13. Jam.2.13. Laban is taxed forit Gen. 31.7. 
and for thofe that are guilty, if they mend not, and make refticution, Mafter La- 
timer tells them they fhailcough in hell. 

the widow' A calamitous name: fhe is called in Hebrew from her dumbneffe 
Almanan: becaufe, death having cut off her head, fhe hath loft her tongue, and ; 
hath none to {peak for her. A vine, whofe root is uncovered , thrives not - fo a 
widow, the covering of whofe eyes is taken away, joyes not. God therefore 
pleads for fuch ashis clients, and takes fpecial care for them : the Deacons were 
anciently ordained {pecially for their fakes Act.6.1. 1 Tim 5.3. and Pharifees doo- 
med toa deeper damnationfor devouring widows houfes, M.t.23.14. and Ma- 
giftrates charged to plead for the widow, Jfa.1. 17.as judge Fob did Chap. 
31. 16. and all forts to make much of her, and communicate to her, Denr, 
9,20, %3. 
and the Jerherlefe\ We are Orphans, and fatherleffe, faith the Church Law. 5. 3. 
And we aie all Orphans, faid Queen Elizabeth (in her {peech to the children of 
Chrift: ‘2offital) lec mehave your prayers, and you fhall have my protection. 
That Hoipical was founded by her brother King Edw sd the fixth for the relief of 
fatheriet. children, after the example of the ancient Church, which had her O; phax- 
atrok. “Yephan-breeders. With God the farterleffe findeth mercy Hof.14.3. and all 
hisvice-gods are commanded the like, Pfs/. 82.1,2,3,4. unleffe they will confule 
{Thane and mifery to their own houfes, and Fozb-like, leave the leprofy to their 
little ones for a legacy. Better leave them a wallet tobeg from doorto door, then 
acurfed hoard of Orphans goods. 

and that turn afide thé flranger| Thevight of ftrangers isfo holy ( faith Matter 
Fox) that there was never nation fo barbarous that would violate the fame. When 


Steven Gardiner had in his power the renowned Peer AZtyr then teaching at Ox- 4‘and Mon 
ford, he would net keep him to punith him : but when he fhould go his way, gave 141783- 


him wherewith to bear his charges. 
and fear not me} This is fet laft as the fource of allche former evils. See the like 
Rom.3.18. and Pfal.t4.1. where Atheifmeand irreligion is made the root of all 
the fin in the world. Gods holy fear is to the foul, as the banks are to the fea, 
or the bridle to the horfe, it was foto Ifsc, who feigned in the reverend fear of 
God, when he faw that he had done unwilling juttice, durft not reverfe Jacobs blef 
Kkk3 fing 


name 


Juvenal, 


Exod,18, 


z Sam, 15.29. 


eAn Expofition on | 


Cuar., 
fing, though prompted to it by natural affection and Efans howlings, Giran i 
It was fo to Fob, Fofeph, Nehemiah, Daniel Gc. who could eafily have born out their 
oppreilions by their greatneffe. And indeed whereas other men have other bits 
andreftraints, great men, if they fear not God, have nothing elfe to fear : bar! 


dare obtrude and juftifieto the world the moft malepart mifdemenours, becaufe it 


_ is facinus maoris abslle, the fa& ofa great one, who do many times as cafi! 


break through the lattice of the laws, asthe bigger flies: do through a fpider-wep 
as Anacharjis waswontto fay of his Scythians. Hence Jethro would have his Juftice 
of peace to be a man fearing God: And this qualification he fitly placeth in the 
midft ofthe other graces requifit to him, as the heart in the body, for conveying \ 
life to all che parts, oras adram of musk perfuming the whole box of oyntment 
Exod. 18.21. Nothing makes a man fo good a patriot asthe true fear of Gods 
bieffed name, and a zealous forwardneffe for his glory, goodneffe, and good cau- ` 
fes. This, this alone isitthat can truly beautifie and adorn all other perfonal 
fufficiencies, and indeed fan@tifie and bleffe all publick imployments, and fervi. 
ces of ftare. Whereas on the contrary, fublata pietate, fides tollitur, take awa 
piety, and fidelity is gone; aswe feein the unjuft judge Lek: 18. 2.in Abra 
hams judgement of the PhiliftinesG:x. 20.11. and in (on/tantinss C hiorus his cx- 
periment of his Councellours and Courtiers : whence that famous Maxime of his 
recorded by Exfzbius, He cannot be faithful ro me, that is unfaichfulto God: re- | 
ligion being the ground of all true fidelity’ and loyaltie toking and Countrey. 
Hence that clofe connexion Fear God, hoxour the king: And that again of Solomon 
My fon, fear thou the Lord, andthe king: and meddle not wich them that Me Tiven t 
change Prov.24. 21. é oe 

Verfe 6. For Lam the Lord, I change not | I am Jehovah, 
and incommunicable name. It imports three things. 

1. That God zs of himfelf. This Pliro acknowledged calling God 73 4y, and 2% 
avrws, Fuline Scaliger by awonderful word calleth God dvseury One that hath bis 
being or exiftence of himfelf, before the world was, Efir 446. s 

2. That he grverh being to all thingselfe , for inbim they both zre wid conf ft. He 
fuftains all, both in refpect of being , excellencics and Operations, Feh.1.3. The grea- 
teft excellencies in us do as much depend upon. God, as the cfigiss in the giaffe 
upon the prefence of the face that ċauteth it. 

3. That he giveth being to his word, effecting whatfoever he {peaketh. Hence 
when either fome fpecial mercy is promifed, or fome extraordinary judgement 
threatened, the name of Jehovah is affixed. See Exod. 6. 3+ Ejay 45-23. Ezek.5 07. 
The Ancient Jew-Do&ours make this diftinétion between £:of.m and Ichovil 
By Elohim fay they, is fignified Middath diz, a quality or Property of judoment. 
By Jehov.th, midd:tth Rachanim, a quality or property of mercy. And here unto 
they apply that text Pfal.§6.11. In God { Elohim) 1 will prefe the word, in le- 
hovah I will praife the word, that is, “ve ure agat mecum, (ive ex agso È bozo, whe- 
ther he deal ftridly with me, or gracioufly, I willpraife him howfoever. Por 
this diftin@ion,as it holds not alwayes ; fonot here. For to thew the certainty of 
the judgement denounced verfe §. is this fubjoyned, Z zz: Ini ovah te. And if Je- 
hovah come of Hovah (which fignifies Contrition or deftruction) as FHevoiymus ab 
Oleaftro will have it, what can be more futable to the Prophets purpofe ? itis fome- 
what like chat in Efay chap. 13. 6. Shod foal come from Shadd, deftru@ion from 
T Almighty, or from the Deftroyer as fome interpret Gods Name Shad- 

Mle è 
Ichange not\ Iam neither falfe nor fickle, to fay, and unfay, to alter my minde, 
or tocat my word Pfalm 89.34. The eternity of Iruél connor le, nor repent, faid Sz- 
muel co Sanl (and it was heavy tidings to him, as thi ah faid to Leroboams 
wife, I come unto thee with heavy tidings) For, be ts not a mar that he, fhould re- 
pent. Men are mutable, and ther s no hold to be taken of what they fay. Of ma- 
ny it may be faid, as Tertullsan of the Peacock, allin changeable colours : as often 
:changed asmoved. Italians all, as Exegs Sylvius faid of Italy, Novitate gitadam ni- 
bil habe: ftabile, ther’s rio taking their words. Of a certain Pope and his Nephew it is 
ftoried, that the one never fpake as he thought, the other never performed what he 
fpake. But God is not a man that he fhould repent : or ifhe do, it is after another 


manner 


This is Gods proper ' 


, 


Cuar.3. 


manner then man repents. | Repentance with man is the changing of his wl, re- 
pentance with God, isthe willing of a change. ltis mutatio ranon Dei, r 
non uffettus, fatti noncenfilii. Gods repentance is not a change of bis will, i ue 
his work. Jet noteth onely, ( faith Mr. Perkias )*the alreration of things. anc aĝi- 
ons done by him, and no change of his purpose and fecret decree, which is ie 
table. What be bath written, be bath written, ( as l'ilate faid peremptor ily ) chere’s 
no removing of him. 1f the fentence be paffed, if the decree be come forth, none 
can avert or avoid it, Zeph. 3. 5. Currat ergo pwaitentia me pracurrat fententix, 
Go quickly and make an atonement, as Mofes faid to Airon, Num. 16. 46 ie 
tó meet thy God, O Ifrael, Amos 4.12. Mitte preces lachrymas cords pae 
meer him with intreaties of peace, agree with him quickly: who knowes if he ut 
return and repent ? for be ts gracions and mercifat, flav to M te en 7 
nfe, end repenterh him of theevil, Joel 2.13,14. it fhould feem 7 a 7 
this Text: For even whiles he is threatening, and ratifying what an r ea 
ned, his heart is turned within him, his repentings are’kindled together, Hof. 11 ? 
And hence the following words, Therefore ye fonnes of Jacob ure meh ie a 
A ftrange inference, ( confidering the fence and occafion of the foregoing words, 


the P rophecie of M alachy. 


667 


en eat ere n ees 


Chis falog. 


as hath been fet forth, ) and noc unlike that Hof. 2. 12, 14. L Wil vifit mpos . 


her the dayes of Baalim---foe went after ber lovers, and ree oies He the Lee 
Therefore (mark that Therefore) bebold Iwill allare her, and bring mee os 
derneffe, and jpeak comfortably to her: And I will give her, &c. B [ay ee 
For the iniguriy of hus coveronfncffe was L Wroth, and [moe him: Ihia mit, it fie 
wroth and he went on frowardly, &c. 1 have fren his Wayes, and will real im 
Wayes ? what wayes? his covetoufueffe, frowardneffe, &c. and yet d will bead 
him. 1 will deal with him not according to mine ordinary rule, bur according to 
my Prerogative. If God will heal for his rames fake (and lo come in with his 
Non-obhanre, as he doth, Pfad. 106. 8 ) what people is chere whom te ma not 
heal? Well may thefe finfull fonnes of Jacob be unconfumed : T t a yey 
for their feventy years captivity, feven feventies of years ( accor ing oi e s 
weeks ) forthe re-enjoying of their own countrey | and Gods ee a l car 
the jame proportion to his punifhments, which feven ( a complete num ae rath 
toan unity. Provided, chat they return tothe Lord that Jriot them Ç as in the a 
werfe ) for elfe he will furely punifh them feven times more, and feven times, an 


‘ fevento that, Levit. 26. 21, 23,27, &c three feverall times God raifeth his note 


of threatening, and he raiferh ic by fezens, and thois are A in E 
Such fayings will bee heavy fongs: and their execution heavy pangs to the 
Valeo. Bek fiom the dayes ef your fathers ye are gore away from se He 
vances | The morcto magnifie his own mercy (bya miracle, a PRA 
hitherto fubfifted, by an extraordinary prop ot his love, and long-fu ons + Go 
fets forth here their utter unworthineffe of any fuch free favour, by a dou le aggra- 
vation of their finnes. Firft, their long continuance therein, to that i finnes 
were grown inveterate, and PE themfeives aged and even crooked there- 
i i e fet {Frat again. 

gy ty Re per Ne ce. | g dic Non hor nuver farciti: mec femel at 
erroris mereamini veniam: fed hareditart.em baberis impiet st m, &e- as A 
raphrafeth this Text. You are no young a Pai is hor yener iy, r wigs aS 
fince you tranfgreffed againft me: you area fen die lass ae es y ‘a 
are as good at refifting the Holy Ghof, as ever your at ay pi a A s 
Secondly, their pervicacy and ftiffeneffe :- they would not yecld or, ted. ee 
Je faywrercin fhall we return? as if they were rightcous and neede HG a - 
ance. Still they put God to his proofs, as fer. 2-38. and thew eae vesar oe 
perfwadcable, and gainfaying people, E/ay 65.2, and this kad ae ed n 
from their youth, Per, 22.21. when they were in Egypt they ferve aa : ne af 
Ezek, 16. and 23. Inthe wilderneffe they tempred God ten times, and hear ss | 
not to hisvoice. Num. Iq. 22- Under their Judges, and chen their avalos 
vexed him, and he bore with them, til there was no ee a I a eu 
the captivity, they do.amtiquare obtinere, and are found guilty here of fundry 


Omiflidns, and commiilions, calling for a juft recompenfe of reward, Hed. ae 


Ezek 20 3, 
14,22,45, 
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SE a te L 
All which notwithftanding, Deus redire eos fibi non perire defiderat. God folici- 
teth their return untohim here by a precept and a promife, two effectuali argu- 


ments, if any thing will work: and ratifieth all with his own authority, which is. 


moft authentick, in thefe words, Yaith the Lord of Hoffs. A ftile oft given to God, 
as elfewheiein Scripture, fo efpecially in chefe three laft Propheciesto the people 
returned trom Babylon, becaufe they had many enemies, and therefore had need of 
all encouragement: For God is called the Lord of Hoffs, guid ille numine fu 
CH nomine terreat terras temperet tempora, cxercitafque tam [uperiores quam inferio- 
res gubernet, to thew that he hath all power in his hand, and doth whatfoever he 
pleateth in heaven and earth. See the Notes on verfe 17. of this chapt. dottr.1. And 
for che Doctrine of returning to God (from whom we have deeply revolted ) by 
repentance, fee the Note on Zach. 1, 3. 

But ye (aid, Wherein foall we return ?| This was their pride, proceeding from 
igrorance ; they wererich and righteous, asthofe Laodiceans, Rev, 3.17. not in 
cruth, but in conceit, vainly puft up by their carnall minds, drunk with felf-dotage, 


as Luke 16.15. Hence they ftand upon their pantofles, and none muft fays Black 


4 their eye. Sin is in them as in its proper clement, and therefore weighes not : till 
by long tradingin wickedneffe, they grow to that dead and dedolent difpofition, 
Ephef. 4. 14. their heart fat as greafe, their confcience cauterized, 1 Tim. 4. 2. 
that is, fo benummed, blotted, tenfeleffe, filthy, and gangrenate, that it muft be 
feared withan bot iron: whereupon it growes fo erufty and brawny, that though 
cut or pierced with the {word of the fpirit, ic doth neither bleed nor feel: and 
though handfulls of hell-fire be flung in tlic face of it, yet it ftarts not, ftirres 
not: butis deprived of all even paflive power, and fo Satanized, that there’s no 
help for them. 

Verfe 8. Willa man robGod?| Adam pillage Elohim ? frail weak man {eek 
to fupplant (fo the Septuagint render it ) the great and mighty God 2 Giant-like 
boldneffe ! Cacus mec with his match,when he robb’d Hercnles. Atercury (fay the 
Poets ) had a mind to fteal 7uepiters thunderbolts, but durft not meddle, left hee 
fhould {peed as Promethens had donc, for tealing fire : or left they fhould burn his 
fingers. The Eaglein the fable, that ftole a piece of fefh from the Altar, and car- 
ried it together with a live-coal that ftuck to it, to liis neft, fet his young and all on 
alightfire, Dionyfius, that robb’d his god, was caft out of his kingdoine, though 

fhe was wont to boah, that behad it bound to him with chairs of Ademant. Bel- 


feazzar paied dear for his bowzing in the bowles of the Sanctuary. Cardinall ` 
Walley and five of his fervants, employed by him in interverting confecrated ` 


goods, though perhaps to better purpofes, came all to fearfullends, as Scultetus no- 
teth, and thereupon witheth , Geinam bis & fimilibus exemplis edotti difcaut bo- 
mincs res femel Deo confecratas timidt attreékare. It is afnare to the man that 
devonreth that which » holy, Prov, 20.25. They may be compared to thofe thar, 
being of a cold and flegmatick tomach, eat hard and cholerick meats: well they. 
may pleafe their palates, but it cannot be for their health : no more can the mur- 
thering morfels of fuch facrilegious perfons, as devouring holy things, have their 
meat fawced and their drink {piced with the bitter wrath of God. See fob 20. 23. 
Polanus reads the Text thus, Wil a mas rob his Gods? q d. Will any Heathen do 
fo? did not they that worfhipped Idols, abborre facriledge? Was it not one ofthe 
lawes of the twelve tables in Rome, Sacrum facrove commendatum qui clepferit 
rapferitque, parricida efto; Let every facrilegious perfon paffeand bee punifhed 
fora parricide? And doth not T#dy afirme of thofe Lawes, that they did exceed 
all the libraries of the Philofophers, in weight and worth? Did not thofe old Ido- 
laters freely beftow their moft precious things upon their Idols, Ezech. 16.16, 17, 
18,19, Exod. 32,3 ? yea their very children in facrifice to Moloch, or Saturn ? 
2 King. 16. 3. and 17.17. being as mad upon their Idols, as ever was any wicked 
wanton upon his harlot, devising our of the bag, &c > And are not our moderne 
Tdolaters the Papifts, as bountifull to cheir He-faints, and fhe-faints ? fo thar their 
Churches are not able to hold their vowed prefents and memories, but that in many 
places (as at Loretto, Sichem, &c.) they are fain to bang their Cloifters and Church- 
yards with them? Shall they in their petitions to our Parliaments plead for favour 
and forbearance upon this ground, becaufe their anceftours ( they fay, ) NS 

o 


Cuapr.3, | 


the Prophecie of Malachy. l 


fo great coft upon this land for church-mafntenance : and fhall it be {aid ( now that 
they are worthily caft out ) Poffidebant Papifte, poffident Ra pifte, Wicked Papifts 


Cuar}. 


had them, ungodly Rapifts have them: Improprictaries, I mean, that hold by- 


an improper title, and all others that approprizte that co them and theirs which 
the Almighty is invelted in. This is here inftanced as a cap:tall crime, and calicd 
robbing of God, as well itmay ; « forafmuch as minifters maintenance (being tythe: ) 
is called the Lords, and boly tothe Lord Lev. 27. 30. becaufe {eparated from man 
and mansufe, and therefore might not be altered. Verfe 28. Ov if any had a mind 


to redeem them, they were bound to add to the price every fifth peny above the Nunquid hems ` 


true value. Verfe 31. Let all thofe lool to this whether 


Impropriators falfe fraudtabit 


Patrons ( Lasrones rather) or others that either by force or fraud rob God Deum’ ficver- 


of his right, deteyning part of the due at leaft, as Ananias and Sapphira did; 
God hath a Quare Impedit againft them , which one day they muft make 
anfwer to. 

yet ye have robbed me] Becaufe ye have robbed my.Minifters who ave iv my flead 
2Cor. 5. 20, andin whom be receiveth tythes, of whom it ts witneffed that be li- 
veth, like as did Melchifedeck as a Prieft and tyth-taker, and type of Chiat. 
Heb. 7. 7, 8, 9. Andas God is fenfible ofthe leaft curtefy done to a Prophet to 
reward it, even toa cup of cold water Afat, 10. 42. (fo that heisan geard to 

rhimfeif, that fcants his beneficence toa Minilter ) fo for thofe that wrong and rob 

them, tiat deny them that double hon-:ur of countenance and maintenance that he 
hath appointed them,and hold them to hard allowance : muz<ling the Ox,or giving 
him but ftraw at the beft,for treading out the corn,they wiildcarel y an!wer it before 
God, who holds all done to them asdonetohimfclf’ Surely as David could not 
but feel bis own cheeks fhaven,and his own coat cut in his Emsalfadours sthey did 
but carry his perlon to Hanys : Sobere. Andas there was never any king fo poor 
and weak, bat thought him(elf ftrong enough to revenge any wrong dine, ora- 
bufe offered to his Embaffadours: Sothe king of heaven will not fail to curfe 
with a curfe whole naticns that forget God and fosfake his Levites Deut. 13. 19. 
it being all one to God to deal in this cafe againft 2 nation or againft a man only. 
Io 34. 29. ° 

in tythes and offerings) He had told them before they had robbd him: or ( as 
fome ead it) tabbed him as witha ponyard. And here they fhonid hive confeff- 
ed the action and craved pardon. But becanfe they did nothing lefe; Randisg 
upon their juftification ( as before often ) God detcends tothe particular wherein 
they robbedhim, Zn tythes and offerings: The origini hachic, T jetas and offe- 
rings, without the particle (in ) and it is as if the Lord fhou'd fay, you may cafily 
know my meaning without fo many words, but that you love to comet. You 
cannot be ignorant, that the Levites, for want of maintenance, are fled every man 
to his field, andfo my workand worfhip is lett undone. Good Nehemizh was 
fenfible of it chap. 13. 10, and becaule he knew that, -by this means, rcligicn it 
felf would be foon undermined and overturned, he contended with the Rulers, and 
made all the people pay their tythes:and this he worthily reckons amon z his good 
deeds, praying God to rememsber him for ir and not wise it ont chap. 13,10. Hezekiah, 
thatgreat Reformer, fhewed the lke zeal in com manding the people that dwelt in 
Terufalem to give the portion of the Priefts and Levites, that they might attend upsn 
the law of the Lord:( fo the'Vulgar ) that they might be encouraged in the law uf the 
Lord, foweread 2 Chron. 31. 4. thatis, that they might not follow their call- 
ings heavily for want of maintenance, but che:cfully bend themfelves wholy to 
thefervice ofthe Lord. And here (as Ferms once withed for the Romih fyna- 
gogue ) | would we had fome Mofes, faid He, to take away the evils of the 
times : nom enim unum tantum vitulum fed multos habemus, for we have notone 
golden calf, but many: So have weofthefe times caufe to with we had foime 
zealous Nebemiahs and Hexekiahs to fickle and ftand for Chrilts Minifters, not de- 


ı frauded of their due maintenance only (a figne of gafping devotion ) but trampled 


upon by the foul feet of the bafelt of the people, asthe filthofthe world and the 
offcouring ofall things. Tythes they fay arelewith: but if Melebifedech tythed 


God, Nature, Nations, have been hallowed to God, as funius and other modern 


Divines 
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men extinglum 
effe voluerunt, 
Cic.pro lege 
Nan. 


Abraham, by the fame right whereby hebleffed him: and if tythes by all Lawes of Heb. 7. 
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1 Maccab,9. 
54,55,56. 

2 Maccab.3. 
24,25. and 4. 
3941-42.and 
§.15,16.and 
13.4,8.and 
15-3.0534. 


eAn Expofition on 


Divines alledge and argue: and la(tly if things confecratedto Gods fervice May not 
be alienated , uut of cate of neceflity Pro. 20, 25. Gal. 3. 15. it will appcar to 
be otherwite. Or if tythes be Jewith, and yet Minilters muft kave a mainte- 
nance ( Chrift having fo ordained 1 Cor. 9. 14. , ard that both honourable 1 Tim. 
5. 17, 18. and liberall Ga. 6. 6. how cife ihalli they be given to hotpitality , 
1 Tim. 2. 2? (if they be not hofpitable, thewi be detpicable J how will 
men fatishe their conicicnees in the quora pars: the pasticular quantity they mutt 
beltow upon them ? The fcripture {peaketh only ot the tearb part. Sed mantm de 
tabulu. Enough of this, itnot more then enough. : 

Ferfe9. Yeare curfea with a carfe, Wug. yeare cuvfed with penury and feara 
city of victuals, according to Dest. 28. 23. &c. and fo great was this peoples 
poverty, thatthey were torced for foed to fell not their fields only, but their tons 
and daughters Neh. 5, They had pinched on Gods fide, and he had paid them 
home in the fame kind : they thought in the famine to have keptthe more tothem- 
felves,' and they had the icfle, for keeping from him that which was his. A jut 
hand of God upon all church-robbers : for molt part they are alwayes in want and 
necdy, their wealth melting away as mow before thefun, and their fields of bloed 
parchafed with the fpoiles of Chrift, proving as unfortunate and fatall to themas 
the gold of the Temple of 7 bolofe did to Scipios fouldiers: of which whoever ani 
cdany pat away, never profpered afterwards. Whatget men by iu. ha dering 
that Mhall prove their fatail deffiay? say they leave thegold behind them, yet 
they are likely to carry the gu:lt to hell with them 7-7. $. 152+ yeatocengh in hell, 
as Latimer phrafed it, unlcfle they make reftitution, to éifgelt in hell, v hat 
they have devoured on carth, as Aafia. Becante Phaeroh faith the river 
2s mine own, therefore faith God, sill dry up the river sek, 29 349% 
The Merchant that denyeth to pay his cultome, torieits all bis couinsdstieos 
fo here. . 

for ye have robbed mz And therefore I have curfed you. God never pusifverh 
people, but there is juft caule tor it, could chey buttce ic: but chat they ave hard- 
ly drawn to, as here, and £fay 26. 11. the root of the matter is m themieives, 
as ‘ob {peakes in another cafe; the plagueof their own heats 1 King. è 38. 
procureth them all the mifchict, and may fay tothem as the heare of posune us 
the tyrant feemed to fay tobim; who dreamed one night that be was fleaed by 
the Scythians, and boyled ina caldron, and that his heart fpake to him cut of the 
kettle, Tt is 1 that have drawn thee toall this Let men th: refore, when under 
any mifery, lay their handupon their heart, thrult their hand into t-cir betum 
with Adefes, they fhall be fure to bring it out Ieprous: let them turn fhort again 


upon them{elves, and fay every man, 7h 


at haze I done? what evill heve i cont 
mitted, orat leaft admitted ? what good have I omitted, or intermitted? Pro- 


fane Efax, beguiled of the blefiing, cryes outot his fathers Hore, of his brothers 
fubtlety : nota word of his own prophanencffe in flight-ng and felling his birth- 
right: he had forgot fince hedid cat and drink, and went his wav Gen. 25. ° 4. 
The lerufalem-Paraphraft adds, that he alfo de|pifed bzs portion ia the worle to cenit, 
and denyed the refurrection, But this he never taketh not:ce of. Su Pompey beaten 
by Cafar out of the field blamed the divine providence for his ill f{ucede: when he 
fhould rather have faulted his own retchleffe tecurity ( that he never confidered 
into what place he were beft to retire if worfted ) and efpecially -his facriledze not 
long Lefore that defeat, when he fackt Jerufalem, dnd ranfackt the Temple.. He 
might have confidered what became (a little before his time ) for the fame cfferce 
of -llcimus, Helisdorus, Lyfimachis, Antiochs, Atenchsits, and Nicanor, all noe 
torious Church-robbers, and all hang’d up in gibbets, as it were, for example and 
admonition to all that fhould come after. Sacriledge isa fare (faith Solomon, 
Pro, 20. 25. )that1. catchech fuddenly. z. holdeth furciy. 3. deftroyeth cer- 
tainly. Cavete, 

even this whole nation} The diteafe was grown Epidemicall, like that whick 
Phyficians call corruptio totins ubftantie, or that which :he Pi ophet Efayalfo com- 
plaineth of chap. 1. 5, 6. The whole head ts fick , iLe whol heart is faint Gc., 
This fin of facriledge was grown Nationall : there was a con jandture of ail forts in 
this wickedneffe ; arabble of rebels they were, ripefor judgement: yea though 


Gods 


ns 
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Gods judgements were upon them, yet they perfifted Neb. 13. 18. and en- 
creafed wrath Ezra. 9. 13. God had {mitten them, but they forrowed not: 
but to terevenged on him, asit were, for laying famine upon chem, they took 
ay his 5 &C. : 
w eee ye al the tythes into the ftore-howfe] All, whether prediall, or 
perfonall, all, and of every kind. — leh es 
into the flore-hanfe- ig landse a for tythes, as itis called Neb. 13. 1r, 
i2, 22. the tyth-barn, as the Vulgar hath ic, 
ee tha: le may bv pear ay my houfe| Tereph, unde Teoph : andthe Enelith, 
prey : that there may be maintenance for my Minilters ; enough not 
fer themfelves only, but for co be dittributed ctothofe that are abont them - 
thit they may nor cactheir morfels alune, that they may not be flaves to,others, 
fervants to themfelves: that they may not bite with their teeth, and cry peace, 
tach for hire, and divine for money Afic. 3. Ss TE. that is, be fain to main- 
ain themfzlves with fordid and unworthy flatteries. Balram the falfe Prophet 
trede with his two men New. 22, Gods Le rite had one man Ind. 19.10. 
Axtrftin lived neither likea Lord, for he cate his meat in woodden and m ble 
dithes: neither lived he like a begger, for he nied to cat with filver fpoons. 
Wher piny wasit rhat Lether was forced to cry ouzin his Gomene ou a 47. 
Nif apere ffe folium Lg ypet gied rapinis PA advil: ses ie ver i fame 
peri aadnm (ffer. Quod fi filentandi fent die cast rtlasiene popeli mse c profeit 
e dniiter wivercar. WHitwcerenotforthe fpoilof Egypt which we tave fatcht 
fron:h: Pope, all the Minifters of the word muft have been aflamithed. For if 
tev fhould be pue to live upon the f. ee contribution of the people, they would cer- 
tary have amiicrablehardliving of it, Alor ergo Ge. We are maintained 
then, a. Ifid of the {poiles of Egypt: and yeechac little char hee prey g 
upon by the Magiftrate: for the parifhes and *chooles are fo fpoyled and peeled, 
a, ifsh-y meant to ftarveusall. Thus Luther. Adelanilbon comes after him and 
complaines in the year 1559. Principes favebant Luthero : fea id enr ters 
ingrarinidinem muali erga miniftros &c. The Princes did at fi: ft fav ea ; are : 
bit now ye (ce again theunkindneffe of the world to the Minifters of t e word. 
Culvin was fo ill dealt with at Geneva ( together with other faich full Minifters 
there ` that he was forced once to fay, Certe fi bominihus ferviviffem cc. Truly 


LiH bad feeved men in my Miniftry, I Ind been very illrequited. Bat its well that 


Thave ferved Him who never faites his: but faithfully performeth with che better 
wht. ever he hath promifed them. Our Doctour Stoughton pbtererdy fliag the 
manner of very many inthe City was to deal with their minifter as pa iors = 
with their horfes; viz. to lay heavy burthens upon them, and then to hang bels 


Ter.$.3. 


Cibus qui dif- 
cerpi,dividi, 
diftribuig; 
pulefi. 


Poffidon. in 
vit. Aug. 


Ateleh, Adan, 
in vita. 


bout their necks; they fhall have hard work, and great commendations, but Serm. sa 
ey ene nie , > J 


exv commons; be applauded for excellent preachers » have ee A but 
fabrweges Thusin the City; butwhatmesfare meet men with in the ¢ ae 
trey > Hear it froma Countrey- Miniter: meuth. How many thoutands in 7 is 
knd < aith He) ftand ebacxiousin an high-degree to the judgements of God Ae 
thi. Gn of facriledge, which is the bane of our people, and blemith of our Church? 
Somethere are whorob Ged of his main tythes, vetare content to lave bim 3 Il 
the lee: they pluck our fleeces, and leave us the taglocks, poor \ icarage ae s, 
whi. ft chemfelyesand chil ren are kept warme to our wooll, the Pa-fonaze. Anc 


and others yet more injurious, who think that too much, would the law bural- , 


LAML 2.3% 


low them a pair of fheers,they would clip the very taglocks of. Thefe (withthe mr, Rac.pi 


deceitful taylour ) are not content to fhrink the whole and fair broad-cloth toa Sr, 


re Vin. 


~ : > o in Fate AA 
lez'nof buttons, but they mutt ikewife take part of them away, and nimme the in Pele pag. 


iey reds, which only we have left. f 
wich ae e E oe they can finde means either by uncon{cionable a 
Comp. fitions, to pick the Vicaridge-bones ct Thus Re and much ae to i e 
like puepole. Our bleffings ( faith Anocher eminent Divine ) are D a 
thok ofold, ovr bnrthen lefe. Avd yer haw unwilling comes evena htte ti 


i inifter ? char us ind of confeience pay other 
the painfullet Minifter 2 And thof-, thar upona kind of conte ray D 


duties, thisk sil loft that goes ro the maintenance ot the PE a A and 
that wih fach sepining, asif ehar were mony of all other worlt betow- 


1 8 : et 
eG NC. 


‘ ue FO2, 
After they have full gorged them‘elves #9? 


a selaar 


ao a on M ne ee erm n > 
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and prove me new herewith) Dignatio Pupenda,A wonderful co 

God fhould call upon man to abs octane of him, to make i ar 
it to the proof whether he will not profper the penitent. This is fomewhat like 
that other paflage P/al. 34, O taf and fee that the Lord is geod Gc. or that Come 
and let #s reafontogether. © the never-enough adored depth of Gods goodnefle 
thar he fhould ftoop fo low to us clay and dirt, dung and wormes-meat! He is fo 

Plale313.6. high, thathe is faid to bumble hinfelf to behold things doxe in heaven. If he look 
at all out of himfelf to {ec but what the Angels do, he doth therein abafe himfelf. 
That he will deal fo familiarly with us ( who are no better then fo many walking. 
dunghils )as to bidus prove him what he will do for us, this deferves acknow- 
ledgement and admiration in the higheft degree. Should he have ufed martialf 
law with thefe malapert mifcreants in the text that had robbed him of his rights: 
and noc only have reproved them and curf{ed them withacurte of penury but 
have ( Drace-like ) written his lawes in blood upon them, he might have juftified 


To teach both chem and us, that boih plenty and fcarcity, crevebr, and rz 
hiswork + he carrics the keyesor the grave, of the heart, and of the windowsoë 
neaven the clouds, ender bis own girale. Vefiels they are as thin as the j . 
which is contained in them. ‘ihere they hang and move, thoush warbre with 
ricir. burden. how they are upheld, and why they fll here, nud nov, we know 

nor, bur wonder atit, as Gods handy-werk. Inthe fiandet fi. Theives, on the 4 
bacafide ot Airike, in the middeft otit isan hill: and over that, a continvailcia J, 
wherewith the whole Hland is watered. Inthe midule region of theair, God hon 
made dek effe kis fecver plies : Lis pavilsan yonad abami bonia. Pea nA 
clouds of tie shie, Pial v.14. Theile he weighes by mieafure, rhat neta dreo 
fallsin vain, nor ina wrong place, feb 28.15. When he uttererh his voicerhon 

isa multitude ( or noife ) or waters in the heavens, and he omieri che yer 
aicend from the ends ofthe earth: he maketh lighsenings with rain, &e. 7: te 
A wonderfull thing furcly, that out of the middef of water, God ferchert £ 


his proceedings. Bui thus to commune with them, an i ; ane eet Bir 
Gas remed? tor removyállof the curt Bring ye ail prio ne T ene a and hard fones out of the midit or thin vapovrs. “hiss is the Lords own deino, 
. perfwade with the d to i he : a crud: us to aud it is ( wortiuly ) marvellous in our eyes. Ar rs any anona the vanity or 
Subeft jurandi P wA ht nem, and tO permit them to prove his bountifulneffe in giving, the Genciles rbt ecr eive raa? or can the heavens pive fhowres > ( So the wlers 
fpectes.Figuier, and bis a fulnelfe in keeping promife with them, and that withan oath (as fome ralifis wall needshave ic: bur what faith the prophe ae ea 
conceive. eee peony ene 3 Sons aes BBs SEE “ake 
: rs , : Godt rbecctove we will svar spa thee: (ur chassis iba : 
if 1 will noi open the Wwindowes of heaven] then never beleeve me more; what Nine E S E ee oa 
a wonderfull oodne fie was this ? Surel ; c uf f è H ores ya £ atl! Siskel OF md Cro we ih Pave Tuis p> 
doth of tl É inele of heaven y we may well fay ot it, as Chryfoftom takeup: we. inthe way of his judgements to wait upon kun, and w: : 
othəf the happinefle © :aven, Sermo non valet exprimere: experimento opus ; ae ee eiT vith their fal ince. and wirh rhe Ref Ease. oe mys h8, 
. A Wag man i feo, to honour tam with thew iu yitance, and with tue Arie fruts or g 
. ef; Wecannever futticiently praife'ir, but muft take the counfell he gives us creates to thould their barnes be flied vatirnient itkeir orei 
ee i : 5 > wale. So fay cir barnes died with oieney, gad cher orete: 
and prove it, Prove me Gc. There is an unlawfulland damnable proving or ra- KORE Lb SB TOA “Ihe i r sae Sd ie 
ther provoking of God, when men feparate the means from the end, holineffe 3 3 a x E RE SUS ee NG 
RES p Tp : hs R FOE [RAE ee WCE 
from happincfle, will needs live as they lift, and yet prefume they fhall be faved wadai 
by the unknown me: cies of God. Such.were thofe that tempted and provoked u Malih 
ay arenes Se ot aie ilde ee Ffal. 78. 56. like as before they plevus erir, a5 Kunchirendreth tue fat words there. bc thal hea Rees apne 
Pfal.106.14, had tufted exceedingly in the wilderneffe, and tempted God in the defert; whileft, rabe fhiorneto hiner ani others a. i bey 
po DRAR > es ribs i aia a ers. ' ine, 
bearing themfelves over-bold upon their external! priviledges, they refufed to ob- el Zio E T yen Gish i 
t +; a H : : 2 Pi MEG BRE IME NOT PCE! OE 2 Odes, 
ferve his ftatutes, and keep his lawes. This fin, inthe new Teftament is called EDES e r ae att Sr ae ee 
; sas . 4 k 7 Risi PO, eet are ar OP EPC UNGER) iib o : 
temprns the Spirit of the Lord At. 5. 9. Ananias and Sapphira did fo, when by a oriad : rodez a Y tll wor forres ciy ae tcl ‘ 
a cunning conaivance they would needs prove and make trial! whether God could meoile crepe loll ica ACV? 


voy 


S ae a, Cra 
promile, every fyllable whereof drops myrrhe and mewy! A 
of fate payee, (fowe may callhim asthe hebrewtsul fe 


becaufe keis the tirft we read of in Scripture thar vow 


deicry and would punifh their hypocrify: So did Yds the traytour wh 
boldly demanded, /sit I Lord. So do all grofs hy ete that dreien anto Ged 
acarcate of holineffe, like Cham, or that curfed Cozener Mal. 1. 14. Such alfo 
asrefute Cheifts offers of grace: and when he bids themas here, Prove him if 
upon their obedience to the lawes of his kingdome, he will not open the windowes 
of heaven and raindown righteoutneile upon them, even mercies without meafure: 
and ( fer confirmation ) wills chem as once he did wicked Abaz, Ask thee a figne 
of the Lard thyGod, Ask it either in the depth, or height above: they chutlifhly 
anfwer him in effet ashe did, J wil-net ash, neither will Itry the Lord. ` Where- 
upon the Prophet that made the motion, in an holy indignation, Heare ‘ye now faith 
Vie, ye houfeof David, Isit a [mall thing for you to weary men, bnt ye will weary my 
Godalfo? ifa. 7.12. 13. 
if I will not open you the windowes of heaven] Vulg. she cataratts or flood- 
geesor fponts of heaven: meaning the clouds,thofe bottles of raine, which God 
Gorn. à Lapid, here promiteth to fhour down abundantly, tanta copiâ, impetu, c fragore, ut 
ruere potius quam fluere videatur, A phrafe noting great plenty 2 King. 7. 2. 
for in thofe hot countries drought ever madeadearth. Hence the proud Egyp- 
tians whofe land is watered and made fruitfull by the overflow of the river Nilss, 
were wontin mockery to tell the neighbour nations, that ifGod fhould forget to 
raine, they might chance to ftarve for it. They thoughttherain was of God, but 
n H 5 God therefore threateneth to dry it up Ezech 29. 9, Ifa. 19. $. 6. 
and fo he did : 


ather of Vows 


` 


firt Chriftian Emperour, the Churches great Lenensctour, -iv ps I 
Ane fics, Conjincinm Alsen b inis ierreits : 
willis auderet. The good Lord tilled (ers 
bleflings, as never any man duri with for, 

There jbl wot be romge cuss eh te yaive it Vofecer feces Lee oP, fo that you Ao timin 
fhail fay, tt is enough: Thus the t baldes rendretu te. ju ved say a ees Git fn Fickat, 
hall hove weorve chen exovgh, asthe Sarepran had, 2 King. pes. tue crite never cea- ne en 
fed running till there was no roem. Perrew gf ily ai oy vy dish whe Proster, paal O 
but ihe: th: dors pesthes. It was time to fhucthe doors, fuel Oue, when many Ultra faici- 
greater veffels mult be fupplied from one little cve. thee had a Prepkers reward, eas Mentais 
; witha witneffe. And fo had the Shunamite. Her table, and bed, nud Nool was 
i well beftowed : That candleftick repaid Ler the light of her twure i doce 
; tion ; that table, the means of maintenarce ; that tool, a feat of fa: í 


A E EA 
‘ 


ean with fo many cemporail 


4 


GEEIS 
bed, a quict reft from the common calamities of her nation. $o bhoalla ? pay- 
mafteris God : his retributions are more then beuntifull: bewiil not be overcome 
by his creature in liberality, Jame 1.5. They fhall be freto have ther own a- 
gain with vfury, either in money, or moneys-worth. What they wantin temno- 
ralls ( a ffeicucy whereof they fhall be fure of, if nota fice flees } he will aake 
Up in fpirituals, jey aid pesce theazeh ieleeving, as much, or more then heart can 
Ovid. Creditur wE Sy ptns carniffe javantibus arva. hold. Sonic holy men have fo over-abounded exceedingly with joy, that they bave 


Imbribas, atq; annis ficca fuiffe novem, ` 


` 
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Godfr. in ult. 


Bern. 
Epift Lr, 
Confelf. 9. 
2.22. 


Gadw, Heb. 


eAn Expofition on Cap. 
Pete oT ge pA Aha eT Na) E eR ee a et eS BE, 
izg and fwooning, to dolfer her xp, being furprized with a love-qualme: as the 
Queen of Sheba rape with admiration, had no more fpiritin her: -as Jacobs heart 
fainted, when be heard the good news of Jofeph alive. Bernard, for a certain time 
acer his converfion, remained as it were, deprived of his fenfes, by the exceffive 
confotations he had from God. Cyprian and Aunfiim teftifie the like of them- 
felves. 
Me fe ir. And Iwill reorke the devourer for jour fies] Caterpillars, Canker- 
wormes, and fuch hurtiull creatures, Gods terrible army, as they are notably fer 


- forch in their march and mifchief, Jost 2. 2, 2, 4, S, &c. with chp. 1.4. totame 


his rebels, to eafe him of bis adverfarics, and to avenge him of his enemies, Efay 1. 
24. Thefebe will rebske ( for every creature is at his beck, and check ) as he re- 
baked the ved-les, anda was dted uo, Pfal.ros. and as he rebuked the winds, Mar, 
8.26. the fever, Lat. 4.39. the devil, Adz. 7.18, he will fay unto them, Abite 
ety on hiuc. Getyou hence, and that’s enough, for they are all his fervants, Pfa, 
119.931, Heische great Centurion ( or rather Lord of Tofts) that iaith to this 
creature Gy, and be goeth, and to another , Come, ard he cometh, &c. if he do bur 
fay, Who ison my fide, who? all creatures look out at their windows, as ready 
pref todo bis plealure: neither is there any fo mean amongit them, or fo defpica- 
ble that cannot, if fet on by him, make the proudett on earth ftoop, and fay, 7 hic 
ze the Fase o" God. Butof this fee more inthe r. Do:t. on verf. 18.0f this ¢ haj- 


pren Tet all chat look for Geds blefling, either upon their perfons or poffeftions, 


make their peice with God (the genealugie of corn, and wine is re‘olved into him, 
Fie" 2, 22.) and bring him all his tythes into the ftore-houfe, &c. lelt hee blak 
their fair hopes, cut off che meat from their mouthes, take his own and bee gone, 
take away his curn inthe time thereof, and his wine inthe feafon thereof, &c. Hof. 
2.9. Tre Jews in our Saviours time, fus milis edofti, wera punctuail in paying 
their tythes, even toa potherb, Afiih.23. And atthis day, though not in their 
own countrey, nor havea Levitical} Priefthood, yet thofe of them that would bee 


reputed religious, do dittribute, in lieu of tythes, the tenth of their increafe unto 


Antiq p273. | the poor: being perfwaded that God doth bleffe their increafe the more: Yor their 


Lyciam Ho- 
yatius claram 


dicite 


, nfuall proverbis, Decima st dives fias, Lytheand be rich. 


OF the young Lord 
Flarrition (the laft of that name) it is reported by Mr. S:ock who preached his 
Funerall, that he conftantly gave the tenth of his yearly revenue to pious and 
charitable ufes. And of reverend Mr. sll. Whuely Minifler of Banbury, it is 
likewile recorded in his life, that he fet apart and expended for many years betore he 
died for good utes, the tenth part of his yearly comings in, both out of his tempo- 

rall and ecclefiafticall means of maintenance: and that he never thrived in his out- 
ward eftate, til he took that courfe. Befidesthe fweer comfort thar the fpirits of 
his wealth thus diftilled, asit were, brought to his confcience, both in life and at 
death: and the bleiling of a good name left behind him, according to that which 
follows next in the text, Aad all nanon, &c. 

Ferje v2. And all nations hall call you (leffed | vis. for the abundance of out- 
ward comforts and commodities, by the which the Nations meafured mens happi- 
nefle faying, *Pleffed zs the people that is in facha cafe, Pial 14-1. 45. Cyprus was 
for this caule anciently called Afacarn7, that is, the bleed countrey, as havinga 
fufEciency of all things within it felf: and England was called Regunm Dei, the king- 
dome of God, or the Fortunate HMland, and mnglifhmen Deires, as thofe that were 

r fet fate de sa Der, fromthe wrath of God. Inthe time oF Pope ( lemen the Gixth 

(as ‘Robert of Avesbury teftifiech ) when Lewis of Spain was chofen Prince of the 
Fortunate Iflands, and tor the conquelt thereof was to raife an Army ia France 
and italy ; the Englith Agent at Rome, together with his company departed and gat 
home, as conceiving that the Prince was bound for England, then the which they 
thought there was not a more fortunate Ifland in the world. Of the Ifland of Ly- 
cia, Sof mes faith, that allthe day long, the sky is never fo cloudy, but that the Sun 
1 may be feen there. Sermper in Sole frraeft Rhodos, The Rhodes is ever in the Sun- 
fhine, faith -Æneas Sylvius And of Alexandria in Egypt, Amminrs Alarcellicus 
oblerveth, that once in the day the Sun hath been feen to fhine overit. I confeffe 
the fame cannot be faid of England : ] remember alfo what | have read of a certain 
Frenchman, who retu ining home out of England, and being asked by a countrey- 
man 


— 
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man of his that was bound for England, what fervice he would command him into 
this councrey ? Nothing but this, faid the other ; When you fee the Sunne,have 
me commended to him: for 1 have been there two moneths, and could never fee 
him inall chat fpace.  Ficlike he was herein the deep of winters For at Summer 
Solftice Taris (inthe life of Agricola) hath obferved, that the Suh fhineth con- 
tinually in Britanny, and neither fecteth nor rifeth there; but paffech fo lightly by 
us by night, that you can {carce fay, we have any night at all: But if we fpeax of 
the Sunfhine of Gods grace and favour,either for fpirituals or temporals : as Delos is 
faid by So/iaws,to have been the firft countrey that had the Sun fhining uponit,after 
the generall deluge, and therehence to have had itsname: fo was England one of 
_ the firft Hands chat both received Chrift, and that fhook off Antichrift. And for 
‘temporal! bletiings, al zations call us bleffed, and count us a delightfome land in- 
decd, a land of ch fires, fuch as all men would defire to dwellin, for theexceeding 
fruictulnedic and pleafantneffe of it: it being che Court of Queen Ceres, the grana- 
ry of the Wefern world, as forreigne Writers have termed it, the paradife of 
pleafure, and garden of God, as our own Chronicler. The truth is, We may well 
fay of England, as the Italians do of Venice, by way of proverb : He that bath nor 
feen ir, cannot beleeve whit a dainty place it as: aad he that hath not lived there fome 
grod (pace, cannot naderfland the worth of ite Our Mr. Afcham, Schoolmafter to Q. 
“Elizabeth, had lived there fome time, and had foon enough of it : for though hee 
admired the place, he utterly difliked the people for their lovte living. Andthe 
kke ( alafle} may be too truly affirmed of us. We livein Gods good land, but not by 
Gods good lawes : we eat the fat and drink the fweet , but we fandtifie not the 
Lord God in our hearts; we live not as becometh Chriflians. Our hearts ( like our 


1 Climate ) hath much more light then beat; light of knowledge, then heat of zeal; 


our lukewarmneffe is like to be our bane, our finnes our fnuffes, that dimme our l 
candleftick, and threaten the removali of it. O fi fiat id in nobts (faith One ) quod 

in Sole videtur, qui quibus affulferit, ijs etiam calorem C colorem impertire Joler ! 

O that the Sun of righteoufmeffe would fo fhine upon us, as to warm us, and tranf- 
forme us into the fame image from glory to glory, as by his Spirit! © that he 
would fet up his own kingdome here more and more amongft us! then fhould wee 
be more happy then the Hraelites were under the raigne of king Solomon, or the Spa- 

niardsunder their Ferdinand thethird, who reigned 35. years: inallwhich time 

there was neither famine nor peftilence in the land. 

Verf.13. Your words have been ftonmagvinft me Or, reenforced, or ftrongly 
confirmed. Superant me verba veftra, fo fome have rendred it. By your hard and 
hatefull words you have been too hard for me, as it were, And itis, asif God 
fhould fay, Ihave'given you my beft advice to break off your finnes, and to bring 


-memy tythes, that { might bleffe you both with ftore, and honour. But I have 


loft my labour: I {ce well, my fiveet words are worfe then fpilt upon you, who are 
fo hardened in your errour and blafphemy, that you are Rill clamouring and cafting 
out odious words againft me. Once before you had fet your foul mouthes againit 
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Prov.23.8. 
Verba quid in- 


me, and like fo many wolves ( that were wood ) you held up your heads and howl’d calfum non pro 
out chefe ugly words, Every one that dothevsl i good in the fight of the Lord, and fcientia perdo. 


be delighteth in them, &c. ( wasit poftible that the wit of malice could devife fo high 
a flander ? ) And now you are at it again, creaking like doors thar. move upon 
rufty hinges, nay clattering and bluftering out fuch bellith and hideous blafphemies, 
as at the hearing whereof, it is great wonder if the heavens fweat not, earth gape 
hot, fea roar not, all creatures confpire not to be avenged upon you: asthe very 
ftonesin the wall of Aphek turned executioners of thofe blafphemous Aramites, 
when as being but ignorant Pagans, their tongues might feem no flander. f 
Your words have been flout againft me | Yea ftouter and ftouter: your wicked- 
nefle frets like a canker, and encreafeth Still to more ungodlincffe, 2 Tim, 2. 17. 
Evil men and deceivers grow worfe and worfe, 2 Tim. 3.13. as being given up by 
God, Rom, 1. 28. acted and agitated by the devil, Ephe/. 2. 2. ferving diverfe lufts 
and pleafures,7it.3.3. which to fatisfie is an endleffe piece of bufineffe. Neither let 
any here fay, they were but words that thefe are charged with, and words are but 
wind, &c. for words have their weight, and are marvellous Provoking. Leviter . 
volant, fed non leviter violant. You fhall a fome, faith Erafmus, that if neat 
2 e 


Mal. 2.17. 
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> be threatened, can defpife it: but to bebelied they cannot brook, nor fromrevenge praminm ante premium, that Eugeoia good confcience: this the ranger med. UU 
i contain themfelves. As a marthering-weupon in my bones, faith David, mine ene- keth not with, conceives not of, the wealth ot Gods pilgrims ftandiug more in 
H mies reproach me, Pfal.42.10. Defperate fpeeches and blafphemies that impofe up- Jewels, and gold, things lightol carriage, and weil po:table, then in Donte ard 
Ss on the Lord any,thing unbefeeming his Majefty ( a thing common among theJews, jand. "His fervants have thathere that dorh abundantly pay them for their pains 
\ even at this day ) he can by no means away with. See how God ftomacketh fech afore-hand: rightcoufacfle being its own reward; and they heowiag within phum- 
ig proud coutumelious language, Pfal. 73-11. and 94.4, 5,6, 7, &e. Zeph. 1. 12. [elves that they have inheaven a better and an cadurent fabiano. Bur Thereafter oh Heb. ro, 
a Exech. 9.0. See how he punifhed it in him that bored thorough his great Name, the rich recompence that Ged fhall make them ! ch the heaped up barpine®: of 
Lev. 24.11. Ludovike commonly called St. Lewes, caufed the lips of blafphemers fuch at the lat! when thefe vain talkers in the text, andall thatare af their mind 
i to be feared with an hot iron. Phiip the French King punifhed this fin with death, fhall rear out Nos infenjati, We foules counted their lives madnefle: But now &e 
i yea though it were committed in a Tavern. ‘The very Turks have the Chriftians See more of this in the following Note on ver. 16. doctr. §. ae 
$ . blaipheming of Chrift in execration: and-will punifh their prifoners forely, when g what profit is it that We have kept bis ordinance: The Chaldee hath ir, Quod manm- 


as, through impatience, or defperateneffe, they wound the cars of heaven: Yea mon adeptifumus ? what mammon or wealth have we gained? Maminonifts are 


t Specul,Europe the Jewsin their fpeculations of the cauies of the ftrange fucceffe ot the affairs of ail for gain, their very gedlincfic is gain, ftii they havean ilagtes-cye to the prey, 

i he world, afligne the reafon of the Turks prevailing fo againft che Chriftians, to when they fcem to fly higheft toward heaven: Ifthey may nor gerby God, they 

t be their blafphemies: and among other fcandals and lets of their converfion, are foon grow weary of his work. Whar fheeves foever they make of beiter. tire 

i all thofe ftonte words darted with hellifh mouthes againit God in their hearing, fo it is their belly ts their God, tisy mind earthly shina. Thel will follow the dni, 

i ordinarily and openly, by the Italians efpecially, who blafpheme oftner then fwear, as Jonathan, tillthey meet v ich the hony-combe; orasacurr followes his ma. 

i and murther oftner then revile or fander. Aadrew Auf zls in his difcourfe, in- fter tilt he mect witha 7 ricn, = Thele come to Chrift ( asthat yona Pharitze 

i rituled, The devil of blufpbemy, hath a memorable ftory of a deiperate dice-player did ) baffily, but thec vowvay bees ir; becaafethey canfider not. that with the 

H in Helvetia, Asno 1553. ata town three miles diftant from Lucerna. Where,on Lordarz durable rich 2 fou. 5.18. andchat godlincfle asit hath many cross, foie 

i a Lords-day, three wretched fellows were playing at dice, under the town-walt, hath many comsecrsageed} eona; likeano count.y hah more yo nunous crea- ists Levy. 
j One of them, named Udrsews Schraterss, having loft a great deal of money, fwore » tures then Egyat, none nee Antidores. “This there Sentualifts, havieg notthe Os < 
j ; that 1t lie loft the next calt, he would fling his dagger at the face of God. . He loit fpirit, uadesfiund nor: so? heacerher complaint of a difappointment ; citing a 

4 ó it, and in a rage threw up his dagger with af! his might toward heaven. The dag- } 


ftirr upon Gods saa! 


ger vanithed in theair, and was icen no more: five drops of blood fell down upon ready to run back ists 


cag as tholsipies did vpon tbe promifed lind, ard Num. re. \ 
"as 
the table where they were playing, which could never be wafhed out, ( part or 1 


xttochur fleth-sors, garlicky and onions there. Lo, 


š 


: ; : a thisisthe guife of poe mrs, with whem th the belt religion chat brings ‘ 
15 Nill kept in that town for a monument ) the blafphemer ( to fay the beft of him) pa Racgar Bate aaa ange fehe Ark brinaea dal aie ate D A 
$ fently body and foul by the devil, with Qie horri if greacelt advart porto life. ifthe Ark being a bl ting with ir, as 
~ = T p ` am r X A 3 5 t Ai 
was fetcht away prefently body and foul by the devil, with tuch an horrible noife, as it did to Obes- elon, at Seo caivokeduponas worthy of entertuninent ; butta 


affrighted the whole town. The other two came tog miferuble end thortly after. 
The truth of this relation is further attefted by fob J racelins, and Philip Loxicerns, 
Theat. hiffor. pag. 142. 

yet ye fay, What have we fpoken fo much again? thee?) Chald, what beve we 
multivlicd to fpeak before thee? Asif they fhould fay, izis nor fo much that we 
l ; have fpoken , that thou fhouldeft make Iuch a bufine!Te of it. Nothing more 
t ordinary with graceleffe men, then to elevate and extenuate: great fins with them, 
i are fmall fins, and fmall fins no fins: when asevery finne thould fwell like a toad in 
their eyes, and the abundant hatred thereof in their hearts, fhould make them fay 
‘all that can be faid for che aggravation and detefationof it: fith there is as much 
treafon in coyning pence as bigger pieces; becaufe the jupreme authority is as much 
violated in the one asin the other. But this finof theirs was no peccadillo, as ap- 
peareth by the following inftance. 

Ferfe 14. Ye bave faid, It ts vain to ferve Cod] Vulg. He is vaia that ferves 
God. Ye are idle, ye are idle faid Pharaoh to the Ifraelites when they would needs 
go facrifice, and to Mofes and Aaron, Ye ler the people from their works. Any thing 

l feems due work to a carnall mind faving Gods fervice: that’s Jabour loft, time catt 
i away, they think. But this is their want of fpirituall judgement,; they fee not the 
beauty of holineffe, they tafte nothow good the Lord is : they difcern not things 
re, that are excellent, they meafure all by prefent fight.fenfe, and talte, as do children, 
{wine and other bruit creatures: And therefore they themfelves are vani č vaniffi- 
mi, as an Expofitor here fpeaketh, vain, and moft vain, and chat for two reafons, 
and in two refpects. Firft, for thatthey cake themfelves to be fervers of God. Se- 
condly, they ftick inthe bark, ferve him with the out-fide onely, honour bins with 
their lips, and not with their hearts, to bring him vain oblations, empty perform- 
ances, ferve him with fhews and formalities which he delights nec in, nay he rejets 
them with infinite fcorn, ashe did the Pharifees devotions, Lak. 16. 15. becaufe 
they were but skin-deep, and not beart-fprung ; therefore they were not a button 
the better for them, God loves and looks for truth in the inward parts, P/al. 51. 6. 
he looks that men fhould do his will from the heart, Ephel. 6.6. and ferve bim in 
their fpsrits, Rom. 1. 9. In doing whereof there is great reward, I’f.é 19. 11. 
preminm 


Daten menmen mea MITAT 


plague of poverty cureveliat, thefe Phiiiftin s will be glad to id their hands of 
ic. Vhegarifinetl: of hoicue, wealth, andrlesfaresdo fo cuzte their eyes, that 
they think it the only happinctie ro haue aad to holt, Sech fooles they are, and 
duch great beafs, if David way judge Pial 73. 22. to fya fooles-piteh, and to 
goc hawking after that that cannot be led, as Sečnroa fa th Pro. 23.5. Or if had, 
yet cannot ve lich, as being of {wifeelt wing, andi toon gone, asa poft that 
paflech by. Godlineffe hath che preinife ot oth lives: and we scad of fome 
godiy meninferipture, that were richer then any other, But God wil have i 
fumetimes to be otherwife. thar godine miht be adenred ferit telt: and., 
to thew that his people fewe him voc for couraeJity Joo r. o. Bue chat none 
fervesGadforaatigh:, nonotfowmuch a tonta doo. or koaia fize. See before 
chp. 1. YG. 

taeae hese hope hes ordincaces’ whieh if thoy had dane isdeed, they would 
nover have thr ob veged, mut ief blagohemed : they aw ald pave accefed thene 
felves, ap not rae vine providence; they woakl have ted with boy Lee, 
desis seam sos us for ori vil deeds, sad foroi arete pafe: and ibis, onr 
Goi, dzji pai lssd us leis rhen ouv iniguities deferve. Aiigidefè then int be jefiiy 
wy with wy till thon badit confamed us, fo that there houli be ao remasut ior efeit- 
pint? Ear ge 12, 14. Thus the good whei falls low ac the feetofthe fan CTs s 
whoa th: chaff whites and flyesathisface. Chasthe fheep, when horo, {lsat 
and lookes downward: whereas the hang roit wolf jokes up and bowlesa- 
gainftheaven. Hypocrites ule to wrangle with Godand expoftulate che unkind- 
neis of his nou-acceptance of their fervicss as Ejay 5S. a. Waercfare have we faf- 
ed, fay they, and thou fecff aot? wherefore have we afliled env fondle, and thon ra- 
heft no knowledge ? God was, mtheir epinion, far too fhort and much behind 
with them; and therefore much to bleme, and they mult give him the telling 
ofit; They do fo: and they havetheir anfiver. So they fhall have here inthe 
following verfes, and the next chapter, which ought notto be divided trom this, 
as fome conceive. They upbraid the Lordas with their obfervances, fo with their 
humiliations. 

and that we have walked mournfully] Or, in black, the habit of mourners: 

3 whence 
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1 K ng.21.27. 


Pfal. 31,23. 


Phl. 
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whence that ofthe Heathen Oratour, ‘Athenienfes non nifi atrats Gc, The Atheni- 
ans are never fogood as when they areall in black;that is,under fome heavy afli@i. 
on. Anda great Satefman of this kingdome had this verfe written upon his ftu- 


dy door. : 
Anglica gens eff optima flens © peffimaridens. , 


Great Brittain all in black, is inits beft condition. But whatis it to wear 
fackcipth, and walk foftly, with hab, when he bad fold bimfelf to do wickedly? 
what is an humbling day without an humbled heart ? not only an irreligious im- 
congruity, but an high provocation; like Zimri’s at, whenall the congregation 
were weeping before the dore ofthe Tabernacle. Surely God may fay to fuch 
pretenders, as //aac did to his father, Behold the fire and the wood, but wher's the 
lamb for a facrifice? or as Jacob did to his fons that broughthim the bloody coat, 
Loe her's the coat, but wher’s my child ? your garments are black, but your hearts 
and lives are much blacker. Go, cleanfe your hands ye finners, and purifie your 
hearts, you donble-minded. Be afflicted, in good eatnelt, and mourn to jome 
purpote, and weep, foak and fouce your {elves in teares of true repen:ance: Zet 
jour forrow for fin be deep and downright: tars your laughter to mourning, and 
your yey toheavineffe. Fam. 4. 8, 9. And then come, /et ss reafon together, taith 
the Lord. All thefe unkind conteftations thall ceafe, and all loving correfponden- 
cics fhall paffe betwixtus. God had faidas much as all this before to them zer/e 7, 
10, 11. Sed furdo fabulam, their adamant was too hard tobe mollified. Their 
bulrufhes, though bowed down for a day, while fome ftorm of trouble wasupen 
them, was now fo pierktup, asif it would threaten heaven. witnefle their con- 
tinued contumacy, their robuftiouslanguage in che next verfe alfo, ftonting it out 
fill with God. 

Ferfe 15. And now we call the proud happy’ Suchas, boyling and {welling with 
fpite and fpleen againft God and his peuple, deal arrogantly and infolently, doszg 
wickedly with both hands earneftly Exod, 18.11. and 21. 11. and woikng theit 
own ends confidently and daringly : thefe we call and count happy, becaute weal- 
thy and well underlaid, as they fay, becaufethey live inthe height of the worlds 
blandifhments. But the wholebook ef Ecclefiaftes isa clear and fuil contutation of 
this fond conceit, had they but ever read or regarded it. How canthe proud per- 
fon be happy that hath God for his profeft enemy ? what was all Hamens honour 
to him, when the king frown’d upon him? what was Abah the betecr for bis 
ivory palace, his gold, and his jewels in every place, when the heaven v as brafie 
above, the carthiron beneath ? Surely God abhorreth pride as an abomination of 
defolation: and though he preferveth the faithfull, yet fooner or later he plen: ifudly 
rewardeth the prond doer. Like metallinthe fire when they fhine brighteft, they 
' are neareft to melting: and like a bulging wall, they will fhortly fall. Sweling 
is a dangerous fymptom in the body, fois pride in the foule, Tellantur in altum, 
ut lapfu graviore rnant. Neitherare they therefore to be reputed ever awhitthe 
morc happy, becaufe they come nor in trouble like other mea, but profper in their 
wickednefle. For God is never moreangry with fuch, then whenhe feemesbett 
pleafed. Pharaoh had fair weather made him, rill he was in the middeft of rhe 
s Sea : fatting cattle are but fitting forthe fhambles: Never was Jerufalems condi- 
tion fo defperate, as when God faid unto her, Ay fury pall depart fiom thee, I 
will be quiet and no more angry Ezek, 16. 42. Nor Ephraims, as when he faid, ! 
will not punifo your daughters when they commit whoredom. And, Ephraim i joje- 
ed toidols, let him alone Hof. 4. 14, 17. fe. tilll come and fetch my full blow at 
him. Clem. Alexandrinus cites Plato exprefling him(clf thus: Although a righre- 


+ ous man be tormented, althongh his eyes be digged out, yet he remains abiciked 


man: and thecontrary. 
they that work wickedneffe are fet up| Heb. they are built up? fc. in poftsrity, 
and profperity ofall forts. The Pfalmift expreffcth it thus : They are full of children, 
and leave the reft of their fubftance to their babes. Thus God built the midwives horfes, 
that is, he gave them children, for their mercy to thole new-born-babes Exod. 2. 
21. Thus he builded David an honfe 2 Sam. 7. And thus tkole that return to the 
Almighty 


ee ee eee -ome ame e ana e R r ee Seene 
Cuar.3. the Prophecie of M alachy. 679 
f t 
Almighty havea gracious promile that they fhall be ésit up Job 22, 23. That 
thete ttoutand ftift Stigmmaticks were nile xp and profpered, though (atter fo ies 
{weet an invitation ) they turned not tu him that {mor them, we need nut Won- 
der , fith itis their portion, as David ftheweth, all they are like to have, or mult 
everlock for, Befides, 1s not God the true proprietary of all? Isnor che carth 
the Lord: purfe, with the fulneffe thereof, and may henot do with his ownas he Manze.1¢ 
pleafeth ? Add hereunto thar what wicked men have, they have it with acurte . 
and for mifchief: their table #4 frare to them: they are like to pay dear tor ther 
Sweet mortcls, as Haman did for his wine at E/thers banquet. Bernard calles the i 
wicked mans profperity mz/ericordiam omai indiguatione cradeliorem, A M 
more cruel, then any adverfity. Axflizatirmeth, Nalum mare tam profundum, 1 Pll or. 
qutm cht Dei cogitatio ut mali floreant Gc. Nofeais fo deep as the divine difpenfa- . . 
tion chat good men fhould fufter, bad men profper. They are built up with blet- 
fing:, as they fay the Phenix builds her neft with hot {pices, wherein fhe is after- 
wardsburned. They build as thofe at Babel, and feather their nefte. as if their 
lives were rivetted upon eternity : but as their foundation is laid upon fire-work , 
fo brimftone ts fcattered upon their habitations [ob 18. 1 5. Ifthe fireof Gods wrath 
but touch it, all will be quickly confumed. Dioclefiax that bloody fertecurour 
defpairing of ever rooting ovt the Chriftian religion as he had endeavoured to do, 
gave over his empire in a difcontent, and decreed to lead the reft of his life quicily. 
But he could notefcape fo: For, after that, his boufe was wholy confimed with Feed. de vira 
lightening, anda flame ot fire chat fell from heaven, he hiding himfeif for fear og Conshantlib.s. 
the lightening, died within alitele after. Bbeir inward thought +s ( faith the Phl- 
mift of fuch wicked Atheifts )thae their houfes, ( honours, riches nephews ) hud 
coatinne for ever: and their dwelling place. to all generations ; they call their hou- 
fes after their own names; as Cai» called his new-iuilt city Exoch after the name 
of his fon, that he might leave him Lord Enoch of Enoch, Neverthe (fr man being 
in honour abideth not: he is like the beafts thar perih Pfal.49.11,12. The nfero be 
made hereof fee ver.16. Be not thonafraid when (a wicked ) one 4s made rich, when 
the glory of his houfe is increafcd ce. Eg 
Jea they that tempt God are even delivered} Still thete Mifcrcants are grunting 
out their grudges againft God. What this fin here inftanced, viz. of tempting 
God 13, hath been fhewed before in the note on ver. 10. of ths chapter : Here 
it is to be taken for an audacious daring of God to take vengeance, as Num, ry, 
Thefe very worft fore of finners are fomctimes not only fpared, but piofpered 
Ter, 12. 1. Ge. Their Ephais not yer fuil, their iniquity not found to be hare- 
fullenough yer. But the wicked us kept ( by the patience of God ) sato the day of i 
deftruttion: and fhall be brought forth ro the day of wrath, as condemned Male. 
factours are to execution, fome by pofterns and by-gates, others tho euch the 
market place: fo here. He that hath ftollena good ho. fe, rides vailuntly moun. 
ted for prefent, till fhortly after, followed clofe by Hu ana cry he is foon appre- 
hended, fentenced, and brought to condign punifhment. And this is the very 
{tate of prefumptuous finners , and will be. J know well,that becasfe Jentene is 
not prefently executed, therefore the hearts of the fons of men are fer inthem to due 
wickedly. Felix fcelus virtus vocatur, as we {ee here, The prosd are caile: ba ppy, Eecief. 8, 
becaufe, for prefent, in profperity. Sec the like Jer, 44. 11. Gen. 30. ʻi g. EAC 
Dionyfins, after the fpoile of an Idol-temple, finding the winds favourable in his 
navigation, Lo, faidhe, how the Gods approve of Sacriledge. But the weak- 
neffe of this argument fee fet forth by Solomon Ecclef. 9. 152, 3. wich the Notes 
there. God gives outward things to the wicked, no otherwite then as if aman 
fhould caft a purfe full of gold into a jakes. He gives them riches to furn'th their 
Inditement out of them: as Po/eph put his cup into their fack to pic ka quarrel with ~ 
them, and lay theft totheir charge. The funthine ot profperity ripens their fia 
apace, and fo fics them for deftru@tion. Let God therefere be joltified and every 
mouth ftopped, ° : 

Verfe 16. Then they that feared the Lord cc. J] Then: when all fleth had Gen 4.12. 
Corrupted their wayes: and the whole world turned Atheifts. . Then when there Hof41. 
Was zo truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land (none, to fpeak of )but 
that it was even darkened with profanenefte, as Egyptwas with thole very gric-- 

yous 


eAn expofition on Cuar., CHAP. 4. 


the Prophecie of Malachy. O i 


vots locufts that covered rhe eye thereof, Exod. 10. 14,15. Then when the faith- 


. OE A Sare od hetn a 
and that thought spon bis Nax | Yhat bad God before their eyes, Pfal. 10.8. thar 


full ty was become an karte: + her lilver turned into droffe, her wine mixt with wa- minded his glory, 1 Cor. 10. 31. thar thought upon his commandements to do rhem; S 
eri her people not dilute onely, bur dijjol#re : her felf exanrea fatta ef argentea, P{al- 103.18. that can truly fay with the Pfalmifi, How precio 


us are thy choughts 


(wargenter frei, ox forces, terrea (as One once faid of Rome ) of gold become 39.17. See more of this 


filo, of we ir iron, of iroa earth. or rather muck. _ 
ites Phen ed thee deur, tie Lord | ‘Vhote few names that had not defiled their gar- 
Pychsa8. 9 Meats in foroula fealon: bur had hept themfelves an(oottes: of the world, undefi- 
led in the way ; fo as that that wicked One had not touched them, had noc chrufthis 
deadly fing into chem, had not transformed them into fins image. 'Thefe ftood up 
to (ticki? ior God, to flop the mouth of blafphemy, and co ftablifh one another in 

pertwation of Gods holy truch, and conftant care of his dear children. 
Jike efren oneto axothir | Joatanns renders it, Tune vefleti Junt timentes Do- 
mesos MC. ab tempijs & ditiis impsne cos iaveceatibuss Viatis, Chen were thofe 
teat fecved the Lord Wafted and deffroyed, viz, by thofe wicked Acheifts, who fell 


unto me, O God ? how great is che fumme of them, Pfaly 
verfe ia my Rishteons mans Recompenfe, Chap.7. Doé. 16, 
Ferje 17. And they foal be mine ] by peculiar right: Er faum caiguae pulchrem: 
we allaffe@ and admire our own things moft: God chuferh them for his love: and 
loves them for his choice. 1 will be a Father unto them: and they thall be my 
fonnes and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty, 2 Cer. 6, 18. which is all one with 
thathere, Zhiy hall be mine faith the Lord of Hofts. Concerning all which fee ny 
Righteous mans Kecompenfe, Part 2. Chap. 1. and 3. 
In the day When J make ap my jewels ] viz. from the worlds malignitics, and j 
mifufages. They fhal! nor plunder him of his Jewels, rob him of his chief treafure. 
None fhall cake, or pluck chem out of Chrifis hands, Fob, 10.29. they that attempt 
from terce words, to bloody blows: to the word is uled, 2 Chren. 22. 10, Pfal.2.5. it, fhall find ita work noc feifable. When one defired to fee Great Ahi xvanders erea- 
Lut tins is far dec, and nothing fo agrecable to the mind of the oly Ghoft bere, as 1 fure, he bade onc of his fervants thew him not his goid and filver, but his friends. Liban pieg, 
our Englith after other approved Franflations. ic is the fame word thatis ufed Heacejorth | call you not Servants — bri I bave called Jon friends, Joh. 15. 15. Chria.t, 
ejeg. Thole fpoke net fo much againtt God, as theie did for him, and about And a friend is as a mans own foul, Dest. 13.6. The Church is the deariy beloved i 
him to cach other, for mutual confsinatior, that that which was halting haply of Gods loul, Jer. 12 7. yea his dearly beloved foul, asthe Septuagint, and Vulgar , 
nighe ner be turned ove of the way, but heeled raher. Great is the benefit of render it, &c. See my Righteoss mans Kecomrenfe, Part a. Chap. 2. : 
chrilian conierence, for flrengthening the weak knees, end comforting the feeble aad 1 will jpare them | Or, indulge them, as Dvid did ALephibofocth, 2 Sum.21.7. 


miuded. How forcible are right worus? One feafenable treth falling upon a pre- d Vide ubi fagra, Chap. 4. & 5. 
yvued heart, bach oft a ftrong and {wet cperation: zs feme Ipeeches Gt stanpici- Verfe 18. Then foall ye return and difeern | See The Richteons mans Recoma 
Likot Luh, Pahad upon Lather: OF whom icisalfo hearted, thet he wes mech cheared up by pealt, ad calcem, 


by Me Clk confererce with an otd Pricit difcourling about Jetifcanen by faith, and explain- 


pig 2s,, ing the Articles of the Creed to kim. Lutimir bikenile y as much furthered by e = for each 
bearing Bila ys conteilion, and having frequent conference vith him, at Zr retikes- a oe eae ee ? 

Atis éx Mon, Lid, as tie place where they mof uted to walkin the fields at Cambridge, was cal- CHAP. IN. 

plast. led jong aftcr, Surely, as a lerle boat may dand a man intoa large Continent: fo , Í 
maya Tew guod words ftogit matter fi fruienc for a whale fives meuitation. This Verfe 1. F O R behold thè day cometh! This Chapter frould vot be divided from 
tatin weli knows, and theretore as he did what he vould to keep tod and Deniel , the former: for here Gods different dealing with the righteous and; 
Munda, Dax. ó. 7. Sohe doth fill co keep the faints one fe m anoiher, charthey the wicked, propofed in the former verje, is further amplified by diverle effects of 
may net build vp themfcives intheir mef Loly Pith pi ty nthe hay Chott, pull Chrifts coming in the ficth. And it any ask, faith an Interpreter, how this was ve- e 
ore another cutoff the fire, &e. How were the Åra Kies pefccauced for their rificd of that his firft coming? we anfwer, le was fachoative, and by way of pre- 

Jelezz Cirian meetings, the primitive Chriffiaes banifLed and confined to Iles and paration then : and fhal! be confimmate in thedayof the Jat judgement, ‘This 

o Aines, where they could not have acceffe oneto another, as Cypri. complains: ; day comprehendeth all that time that is called by the Apottle, the els of the world, 
RTR the pour faints here in times of Pepery, mecting as they could for metuat edifica- 1Cor. 10.11. andthe world to come, Heb. 2.5. ali che adminiftrations of Chrifts 


toug; and therefore accufed of fedition : tor prevention whercol it was ordained, kingdorne, from his Incarnation to the cyd of all thiazs, which alfo is ac hand, and, 


Alte Meg UERGE new fliould fleck tceretly together eleve the nuniber of fis, they Mould be as it were, under view already, Behold, The day, that notable day, fo long-looked 
oo  " acached of treafon: fo the Proteltants at Adder ninrg in Cermany wore forbidden for by the Jews, who boatted of a Redeemer, and prowited themfelves all poili ble 
a 3n tph Upon pain of death to speak together of Scripture-inctters And at Nels the Je- comlorts then: Daze cnim Deus nos dignabitur clariffima Vifione, ( faith Pachizdes 
! í fuites ftraitly charged the people not to talk of God, either in good fort or in bad. on Dan, 12.4. ) tunc intelligemus res ipfas prose funt. Then fhall we havea moft , 
l See more of thisin my Treatife on thefe words, called Zhe Aigitcows mans Recon- clear vifion of things as they are, &c. Lo rhat day cometh : not fucly a day.as you 
peinje Chapa Del. 3. annesed to riis Commentary, imagined, but like that in Amos, A day of darkieffe, and not light: even very dark, Ain.g.2o, 
l and the Lord kearkened ana keard } Henot oney beard, but bearkeacd, or liffe- and no brightneffe init. A day that fhall brs like an ovca: Nebschadnexzarsoven, Dang. 
ved ; Giftas hic off diligenter asfeuitantis, Way 32.3. `H imports, not onely artes teven times more heated then it was wont. This day is come, the cadis come, it Buk 7. <. 
s tion of body, but zareztios of minde, (as whcn a man lifeneth as for lite, and watcheth for thee, behold it is come. It was fulfilled in part upon this people at the 
makes hard fhift to hear all) and rer: nti02 of memory. ior which purpofe alfo 4 deftruction of Jerwalem by the Romans, and their miferable exile ever fince for 
beske of remembrance is here faid to be written before aim, or by his appointment. _ their unbelief. Howbeit, all thefe are but the beginning of forrows: their prefent 
Liver moanmemi, A book of A@s and Monuments, it cilufion tothe cuftome of forrows buta typicall hell, the pile whereof is fire and much wood, the breath of tke 
Kings. See Zh 2.23. Tamerlan ( that warlike Scythian ) had alwayes by him Lord, like a fream of fire, doth kindle it. Tt is faid to be preparest for the devil and lfa.30 32, 
Tark, hif ot, ? catalogue of the names and good weieres of bis fervalits, which he daily perufed, his angels, Afar. ie eg if the All-powerfull wifdome did deliberace, and; asit 
227, and whom he duely rewarded : not necuing hy them, or eny othersin their bebair, were, fit down and devife moft tormenting temper, for that moft formidable fire. 
tobe putin remembrance. Much fede dotli the Lord, «no bottles up the tears of The fire of the laft day fhall furely be very terrible, when allrhe world fhall be ona 
his people, flesup their prayers, puts all their holy fpecehes and practises on record, light fire , and wicked men fhall give account with flames about their ears, witlr 
that he may make all honourable mention of them at the lafl day, in that great Am- the elements melting and falling like fcalding lead, or burning bell-mettall on their 
i phitheatre, that gencrall Affembly : not once remembriig any of their mifdeeds, © heads, Bur allthis willbe but a fhadow, or {park of that fire of hell, the fmoke 
i Aiat. 25.35. Heb. 8.12. See mere*of this in the Righreuus mans Kecompenfe, whereof afcendeth for ever and ever, Rev. 19. 3. Some have held elhe fire of hell 
Chaps. & 6. toteno true materiall, and corporeall fire, but metaphoricall, gutlems novit Ders. 
ans jhe 
{ 


ne ee ee tes, Gale oor et awe 
nec erm 


; i T ! ] i. 2 

682 . eAn Expofition on Cuar, 4. Cuap.4, the Prophecie of Malach 683 
ooh A ee eas Ses forth his beams of rightcov{nelle, and fhowres down all {pirituall bleffings in hca- 
venly priviedges Eph. 1. 3. “The Sun tucks up toul ware: from the earth, drawes 

itup isto theayre, not to held icthere ; but fidt purifies it, and then dittitles it 
down again witha fattening and fructifying property. Hereupon the thankful 
earth brings forth moft fair and fragrant fruits and flowers &c. Semblably this ssx 
4 righteoufueffe took on him cur fins and miferies, /ordes neftras ininit, Aum 


Sie grees 


eaten tee 


The moft confpire inthe contrary Tenent: becaufe bodyes are tobe punifht by 
Deciv. Dei it. How ipu its are alfo thus tormented as the rich gluctons Lak, 16. Azflin fits 
Hb.21-¢10° © down and admires the myftery: He tells us that for vchemency ot heat, it exceeds 
our fire, as tar as ours doth fire that’s painted on a wall. I would webad not caufe 
to complan that preaching of hell is but as the painting of fire: which men can 
Efe aliquos look on and handle without hurt or aflrightment. Surely he that obferyes rhe 


u 100K ana ; s our humane mature, not təretain it, and glorify it in himfelf alone, but that we 
ion impicty of this age, may fay to us as Cato did to Cefar, Credo, gue de might be conglorified, and, in the mean {pace, filled with thofe fits of holiueite, 
, 


if qui non- inferis dicuntur, falfa exiftimas, I beleeve you think hel! to be a very which are by Jefas Chrift unto the glory and praife of God. And asthe Sun the 

dum ere la- fable.. : ; avarer he runas to the carth, the weaker he is in operation ( as in winter-time ) Bur 

vamurJuven, aad all the proud, yea and all thar do wickedly Sc. ] Thofe proud whom you the higher in heaven, the more cffe@tuall : So while Chniit was nor yer afcerided, 
pronounced hap; y cap. 3. 15. becanfe jolly, and full of worldly p:otperity, the holy Ghoft and his graces were not in that full meafure imparted, nor Church- 
richand renowned : thofe workers of wickedneffe whom you looked upon as ec gathered as afterwards Job. 7. 39. Laflly acthat lait and great day he will fhew 
Jet up,ouile upon a firm bafis : God thall abate every one that is lifted upshe fhall re- him(elf in {peciall manner a Sun of righteon{nef/e clearing all ob{curitics, bringing 
pay the wickcd-doer to his face Dent. 7. 10. and into his bofom Lfay 65. 6. to light tke hidden things of darknfJe , caufing his people: wra? Loly faith, that now 
What ever ar:owes are in the bow-ftring, will one day fly, and hit, and ftrike 4 : 


res hid in gr be found to praife, honour and glor Chearing up their 
deep. They fhall be as ftubble, faith the text, as Rubble that is fully dryed Nah. ji R OA beating all their na eden. foi ke S 
+. 15. even when they befolden togethtr as thorus, Who would fet thefe brierz T Le.iling nader his wings] and making them as fo many Samzfoxs (whole na.ne Hech ergo 
and thorns againft me in battle > faith the Lord: I word go thorough them, I would | fienifies alrite Sua) in the Noon of their full ftrengih. For the righeecus fhall pi Apoll 
buvn them together Efay 27. 4. Didhe not deal fo by Pharaoh, Senacherib, Hered, Mincasthe Sinin the kingdome of their Father ŻZse. 13. Ifhall thac up this ata 
the Primitive perfecutours, &c ? Thole mighty Adagmfics’s that here {cemed difcuurfe with that obfervation of an Ancient: When the Sun of rightecufnels soits 
fortes, ferrei, G anei, (trong, and made up, as it were of brafe andiron, 
fhall «ppear to be but as Fubbe that cannot ftand betore Gods fire. 


was yet in his Mothers womb, he might be iud to be m Figo: when on the, 
C:ofs, in Tanzes: when he role from death, in Leo: when he Sell come agaia 
riw day thet cometh foall burn them ap] Heb, thall fo barn them suet flama ex to judgement in Libra. Andas whea the Lun isin Libra the day i. of an equal 
ips exestetur, asto fet them aflame. Here Ghrilt burneth up his enemies with length: fo when Chrift cometh, all thall be perfeAed., 
invitible judgements, inward terrours and torments, pangs and plunges, avery with healiag ia his wings] that is, sa bes Ceames, This impties fickneffeinall, 
hell in their contciences, a fore-taft of eternall torment, ( as wasto be feenin Bel. tawhom Chul comies-< the world being as it were agreat Hofpitall, or Neji 
foaxztv,and our Rich. 3°) But what willthey do at the lalt day, when the law they eee (though few feel it ; and that true of every perlon that is fpoke of the 
fhail be judged by isa fiery Law feut.3 3.2.the tribunali of fire. Ezik, 1.27 the Judge whole people Efzy 1. 6. The whole head us fick cc. O my head, my head, faid 
a contuming fire. Heb, 12.29 his attendants flaming Seraphims, his pleading with the Shuaamites fon : my belly, my belly, faiih the Prophet, my leancnefie, 


= 


Philips r9 


miae r eee ee 


-ngpo 


finners in flames of fire 2 Tivf.1.7. the place of punifhment, a lake of fire fed with my leanencfle &c. And farely it were happy if men would be mo-e fenfible of theiz 
a river ot brimftone /fa. 30, 33 ? what can be the truitot fucha fiery procecding but malady, and make out to this Pebsval Kophe, thir Almighty Phy fitian, that wants Peatiasey 
utte: excifion ? Surely this f:e wall leave thim neither reot, nur branch, pcichen-wuill HOE skill to cureall that come unto him. See him hanging out his Sea? 
Ferje 2. But unto you that fear my name Wiat thall be the c ndition of grar lefe tables as it were, and fetting to fale his cye-falve Rev. 3. 18. for thece he begins 
perfons, hath been faid already, Now for the rghteous, that they have nor the cure Ad. 26. 18. Hear him. 1. Complaining of our dutnefle, backward- 
ferved God in vain, it fhall well appear by the many ben fits the, fhall reap and nefle, frowardneffe fer. 8. 22, Ezech. 24. 13. Hy. 7, 1. 2 Wfhing we had 
receive by Chift: five whereof are hec recited. 1 Impatat:on ot Chrilts more care of our poor foules. Ob that this peo, le Were wife Ce. Why will ye aye? 
righicoufnefle ; which ts compared to the illightening of this lower world by the 3. Threatening Exck.24.13. 4. Promifing Hef. 14. q Afat. 11. 28. 5. Per- 
i beames of the Sun. 2. Remuffion of fins, which is compared to the healing ot difcates, forming Pfal. 103. 3. 2 Crom, 30. 20. Laly providing all forts of phy fick 
3. Regeneration which is likened to a fick mans walking forth, when heis fomewhat forus - preventing, purging, reftoring, corrofives of the law, lenitives of the 
recovered. 4. Spirum.llsronth, as calves of the fall. §. Fiéluy over allencmics Gofpel, plaifters of his own blood (for here Sasgess medici if curatio purenctici ) 
corporall and fpisitual,which fhall be trodden wader foot,ts afhes of the furnace ver. 3, and requiring us no more but to come unto him (a they of old did to the brazen 
: è pial. 84.13, Mall the Sun of right onjneffe arife? So Chritt is cailed (as py other Prophets ferpent ) With forrow for fin, and faith in hisname, having a good opinion of our 
Ifa. 60. 1, 2, 19. Luks 1, 78. lob. 8. 12. ) to fignificthe joy of Gods elect Phyfician, and cafting our felves wholy upou himtor cure: Calling upon him, as 
; at the fight of him: as chofe that have long layne indarknefle count ita pleafant blind Bartimeszs did, and crying out as that Martyr didat the ftake, Son of God AB. and Mor? 
g thing tojee the ight. A Sun of righteoufneffc he is taid to be. r. As aflerting and | | fine upon me ; and immediatly the Sun fhone cut of a dark cloud fo tull in his face, fol.1398. 
i vind:cating the righteoufneffe of God, cailed in queftion by thofe Bisfphemers. "that he was conftrained to look another way. What fhall 1 fay more? this blat- 
. 2. As beftow ing upon his people a*double rightcculneste( Imputed and Imparted ) ed Sun of Righteoafneffe muft be fought in the Weft, if we will ger the kingdome | 
asthe Suadoth his light Zoh. 1. 16, It is further faid here, “rat he hall arifes (as Strato’s fervant in 7 uflia did by the advife of his maftcr, whoin be had prefer. 7/18 
that is, he fhall appearand fhew himfelf on earth, who now lieth hid, asitwere —- ved ) upon the crofs i mean, and in the ftate of his Abatement: {o fhail we be 
inbeaven; asthe materiall Sun doth under the Horizon. God was manifefted is fure to finde healing in his wings, that is, the gracious influence of the holy Spirit 
the flefh 1 Tim. 3. 16. Manifefted out of the bofom of his father, out of the convaying the vertuc of Chrifts blood to the conicience, as the beames of the 
womb of his mother, out of the types of the law &c. In his Nativity he came Sun do the heat and influence thereof to the carth ; thereby calling out the 
forth as the Sun doth, as abridegroome out ofhis chamber. Ia the whole courfe herbes and flowers, and healing thofe detormities that winter had brought 
of his life he rejoyced as a Gyant to ren his race. He enlightened and warmed the upon it. 
| dark and dry hearts of men, he filled them with the fruits of righteoufneffe Joh. 15. and ye hall go forth’ To thew that yeare thoroughly healed, ye fhail rife +p 
5- He could not be ftay’d or ftopped in his courte: He made his gofpel to run and and Walk ? W here the {pirit is, there is liberty: live things love tobe ftirring : 2 Cor. 3.17- 
be glorified. He was and is {till in continuall motion fer the good of his Church : and thofe that a re reftored to health after fickneffe, are not fatisfied till they can go 
i as the Sun in heaven is for rhe good of the world. He went under a coud in his about their bufiaeffe in their accuftomed ftrength, Quod fanitas in corpore, id 
i paflion, and brake forth again in his Relurredtion. From heayen he daily darts Janélit as 
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eun tatehnih Jew hath wrought a cue upon their tet ra by being 


pindina aia corie, Hetacile is to the foul, xhar health i 


2. idacnimiiomswork. Lire contifts in action Efey 38. 16. O Lordby 
ire endin allthis! thing: 2 che lite or my {pirir, aith Mi zikiab: And, 

afs amsetat eh. Ye feiklive iu them taith the Lord ; asthe fifh lives in 
ie 


liz iavep hives in the oj le, and a. che creature by his focd, Up 
bie scree i Live betime, live quickly, and apace. Some men hve 
vest, then others ina imeneth: awie men fpeak morein two words, 
Sionnds two enred, ora one piece of gold is more worth thon twenty of 
Bevi what co do for rod. as David did Pø: 116. 12. fave cut your 
dei. 13. 36. donoridle:tour, wea; our, dé nor waft out: flame 
dom Tinoiherour: burnourg be nec blown ont. Be not buried alive gs i 
SN Piledourot the world ver. 23. as Jachi in Seneca. Fall nor from . 
ean: s dadeaveson Autunme, as chac isplefle fellow Nuded did: ands; 
rettrees in Se Jede, Watini fi ait, Wice cead, pinikt up iyabe retes., 
ethan, ated filthy him, we dhould ag as the inferiours do, when 
mioeed hy ihe Superiour-, that when he hath infited fap, we fhould fructific, 
gru waon be barb coned u ard dethrouch us, we toud make mufick, when he 
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one aade uswihing, he reqatres tbar we beth willand work char whichis 
darda anug WV ben we organ hungry man, we <xped he Monki 
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cif Smetheet fout asas our Saviour d diwe finih the wer! 
4 yat dts work ist: mare fle ding with or espis neteteer it be 
bi ordenh Pinky Ye to ghorifie hear teu body esand on cap iris which 
wach Guntera. God Css te ine eas of grace for fwest ach Onetto gives itas 
Pc yave derb com, cha. 2.05 t6st7 Ae could bave iver Beratit an phah of 
biya endie hud becu no mo-echaige ro kim: bae he wall have be grherirghan 
it, barit oor, ufe her endeavour end tnt thoad be the prices fhe fhoid pe 
sobere Gods peuple healed inult go torr) or hup autost, ufelegs and kave ; 
Whee i had bicnic fhe pe hy precept fil, 119, 66. Woar had lie? Letrang uty 
io keep Ged: law cer. 55. hekeptit: bo caute bekeptit: fer ewer pew ack 
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Frei yan. G ay. Davi? expound its your deales hall be G urfu s : 

Toh es. 2. a vat rs iibe fanctuary they Malt iil: higher, as trees pant din $ ¢ is paradie, ` 
they fhal bring fo th n w fiuit every moneo aeh eontra Hey Chall 

2 Tim3.r3. fhing mo eand more unto the perfect day Pra 4. 15. whin oai oy BOWS 
ing worfeand worte Humbte in dakue rer. ag. to die they lie d wg in fore 


3 roe iwthelecond, Giow ia grace Elay Or. 3, bt. A Chirdiinn bath his di prees 
ofgiouth, acd bis teverall ages, of chilehocd, yerth, erw legrown age, rall- 
arawn, and old agea joh 2, 2, Tiefe tinagas nyrite J nnto Jon thot Lelveve ia 

PAIS. phe name of he Son ol God, tist ye may beleeve in the nme of the Son of Ged, ¢ faith 

T tee iame Ap fle rhac is, rhat ye irav grow in that bti ct, as ye grow in dayes 

obg 


grecitke the Su» Cant. 6, 10. A Chittian i though iw {me {enfe peric@ ) yet 
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Cuar.4. the Prophecie of Malachi. 685 
off ver. 9. becaufe they delightnoe in high-flying as Eagles : their wings, as the 

Ofttriches, do little more then bear them avove- ground. Many care for no more 

g ace then will keep lifeand foul cozecher, chat is, fouland hell atunder. This is 

a low and unworthy ftrain, and comes not near that of St. Pal, who fet up for 

his mark the re‘srreélion of the dead Phil. 3. 10. that is, that perfeRion of holi- 

neffe chat accompanicth the refurre@ion. To the attain‘ng hereunto he folowed 

hartos, reaching forth, and ftretching out head, hands, and whole bady, to lay 

hold on the high prize propofeduatohim. ver. 12, 13, 14. and would haveail 

men tobe thus minded. Runners in a race look not how much they have run, bur 
thow much remamsih : and although moderate in the beginning, (for hot at hand 

{eldom holds out ) yet the nearer they grow ro the goal, ‘the falter they {peed their 

courfe; that their laft dayes may be their bett dayes: accounting that day loft 

wherein they have not fome fenfible commings in from Chrift ; like as good huf 

bands in dead times when ftirrings fail, are dilcontented, when they have had no 

takings. i 

Verfe 3. And ye foal tread down the wicked| Chrift the Champion of his 

Church hath already won the ficld, and will fhortly tet his peoples feet upon the 

necks of all their enemies. Thebroken horns of Satan himfelf fhall be the trum- 

pets of their triumph and the cornets of theirjoy Rom. 16. 20. Sec what hoe 

nour all the faints have in this refpect Pfal. 149. 7, 8, 9. See what comfort 

doh. 16, 33, See what conquefts Rum. 8, 37- How much more at the laft day 

whenthe thrones hall be fer &c. Afar. r9. 28. Rabbi David Kimchi, under- 

ftands this text of cemporall victories only. And no wonder, as being a Jew 

and minding earthly things, heafcends no higher. Such Brafhoppers, if ac any 

time they leapabovethe carth, they foon fall down to it again: and as they are 

of the earth, lo they peak of the earths aud the carsh hearcs them. Petrus à Pigu. 1963.30 
zero writing upon thole words in che former chapter ver. 12. For ye [ball bea de. 
lightfome land, Noramodum loquendi, fiith He: Mark that expreffion He faith 
nocyourland fhall bea delightiome land, but Je fall be ce, Forte enim tacit} 
fudeos percellit terrameos vocando. It may be the Lord hereby clofely meets with 
them for their earthly mindedneffe: as thole that by promite of earthly Llefings 
were fooneft prevailed with to ferve God » When asthefe fhoul:| have been Fut 
as fteps or ftirrops to mount their hearts up to a defire of che thingsabove. Viéto- 
rv in their fenfe is doubtleffe a fpeciall mercy: andis fo promifed to the obedient 
Dent. 28. 13. The Lord fhall make thee the head only and not the taile : and 
thou fhalt be above only, and not beneath &c. Hence the Mtaclites, delivered 
from the Egyptians at che red fea, fang The Lord tsa man of warr Hail I5. 
3. the Chaldee there hathit, Zhe Lord and Vidlour of Warrs. The Gre- 
cians delivered from the Perfians( vanquifhed and driven out by Themiflocles ) 
Called their Pupiter, thereupon EArcvfie¢t@ The Delivercr. Tt was the thankfull ac- 
knowledgement of Generall, Captaines, and fouldiers at Edgc-hill-fight, that the 
Lord was feen in the Mount, Never loffe of man in fuch a bafineffe, 


é 


f j never more of 
God. But what fhall it profita man to conquer countries, and yet be vanquithed 


of vices? to tread upon his enemies, and yet be taken captive by the devill at his 
pleafure? to command the whole world, as thofe Perfjan kings, and yet were 
commanded by their concubines, fo by their bafe lutts,by yeelding whereunto they 
give place unto the very devill, and receive him intotheir very bafomes Eph. 4. 
26. who therehence leads them away naked and barefoot, as the Alfyrian did the é 
Egyptians Ufa. 29. 2. How much better Valentinian the Emperour, who faid 

upon his deathbed that among all his viGtorics over his enemies this one only com- 


forted him, viz. that by the grace and power of Chrift Jefus he hadgor the 
better of his corruptions, and was now more then a Couqueronr, even a Trinmphr, 
Sor they fhall be afbes under the foles of your feet | Eventhe athes of that ftusble 
burnt in Chrifts oven Verfe 1. This fhewes their utter and ignominious deftru@i- 
- 18. Tota erisin cineres 
guafi nunquam Roma faiffes, fang Sibylla of old. Fist, Fiat. Our corruptions 
alfo fhall one day be incinerated ( they are already buried Rom. 6. 4. Col. 2.12.) 
the fiery {pirit of Chrift willdo with the body of fin, as the King of Moab did with 
the King of Edom 4m. 2, 1, burn its bones into lime. . 
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Denft. 


Gal, 3.19 


eAn expofition on 


In the day th I hall do this) fe. partly here , but perfectly at the latt day. 
Mean while finne may rebe? in Gods people, but it cannot raiguve. Satan may nib- 
ble at their heele, but he cannot come at their head: che world may kill them, bue 
cannot hurt them: Re of good chear, faith Chrift, Z bave overcome the world, Joh. 
16.33. All evils and enemies fhal! cooperate for their good, Rov. 8. 28. 

fath the Lord of Hofts | Who hath alfo iaid, Heaven and earth fhall paffe, but 
not one jot or tittle of my word &c. 

Verfe 4. Remember ye the law of Alifes | viz. Now henceforth, in the failof 
Prophecy, for Ad.tlschy knew, that after him untill the dayes of Jeha Baprif?, no 
Prophet thould arife. Hence this exhortation, to read and remember the Law, as 
leading them to Chrift: the Law | fay in all the parts of it; not excluding the Pro- 
phets, thofe Interpreters of the Law, and moft excellent Commentaries thereupon, 
with like reverence to be read and reccivede The Jews at this day read in their Sy- 
nagogues two leffons : One out of the Law, by fome chief perfon, another out of 
the Prophets correfpondent tothe former in argument, but is read by fome boy, or 
mean companion : for they will in no fort do that honour, neither attribute they 
that authority to any part of the Bible, that they do to their Law. But thes their 
may is their folly : yer their peferi:y epprove their favings, asthe Pfutmift fpeaketh 
ia another cafe. Two things offer themfelves co our obfervation trom thefe firft 
words. ¥irft, the little coherence chat this verfe bath withthe former: the Pro- 

phet chufing rather co fall abruptly upon this moft needful, but too too much ne- 
glected duty of remembring the Law, then not atall to mentionit. See the like 
‘Rom. 16.17. where the Apoftle breaks off his falucations, to warne them of their 
danger by feducers: and that done, reti rns therctoagain. Secondly, In the He- 
brew word rendred Remember, there isin many bibles, a great Zain: co thew, as 
fome think, the necellity and excellency of this duty of remembring the law of 
Mofes. Itis well enough known, tha: fince the fall mans foul is like a filthy pond, 
‘wherein fith die foon, and frogs live long: profane matters areremembred, pious 
paffages forgotten, Our memories are like fieves, o7 nets, that retain chaffe and 
ı palterment, ler go the good grain, or clear water: Gods word +205 hover: hs, as 
water runs thorough a riven veflell And as hour-glaffes, which no fooncr turned 
up and filled, but are prefently running ont again to che laft fand, fo sit here. And 
yet the promife of falvation is limitted co the Condition of keeping in memory what 
we have read or heard, 1 (or. 15. 2. And Davs character of a bleffed man is, 
that he meditateth in the Law day and night. 


Cuar.4. 


Hoc primum rej etens opus, hoc pofkrenus omitiens. 


Bifhop Bzbingrom had a little Book, containing three leaves onely, which he turned 
over night and morning. The firft leaf was b/ack, toinninde him ot heil and 
Gods judgements due co him for finne: The fecond red, to mide himof Chrift 
and his paflion: ‘Lhe third w/:i:e, to tet forth Gods mercy to him through rhe me- 
rits of his Son. in his FufPifica son and + anchifietion, The Lawof the Lord, asitis 
periect in it ielf, foit is right for all holy purpofes, P/al. 19.7,8 It ferves to difco- 
ver finne, Rum. 3.20. and 7. 9. fhews the punifhment due to finne, Gal. 3. 10. 
fcourgeth men to Chrift, Gal. 2-24. And isa pertect rule of obedience: it being 
fo penned that every man maythink it {peaks de fe, in ve fra, as .-thazefirs faith 
of the book of P/alms : and muft therefore be of all acknowledged to be Os? dupnusy 
Gods own invention. A4efes was but the Pen- man onely, though it be here called 
his Law: becaufe God gave him the Morall- Law written with his own hand, Dest. 
10.2. adding ıt to the promife made to Abraham, that thereby guilt being difco- 
vered, &c. men might acknowledge the riches of free-grace, and mercy: and that 
they might walk (as Luther hath it) ia the heaven of the promifc, but in the earth 
of the law : (that, in refped ot beleeving, this of obeying ) that they might live 
as though there were no Gofpel, die as though there were no Law, paffe the time 
of thislife in the wildernefle of this world under the condu@ of Afofes, but let 
none but Pofbwah , Jejus ) bring them over to Canaan the promifed land. This 
the generality of the Jews could not skill ot, ( though the Morall-law diove them 


to the Ceremoniall, which wasthen, Chrift in figure, as it doth now imer ia 
hri 


e Ae : 
Cuar.4, 
Chrift in truth ) they would needs have Adofis fur a Saviour: and being ignorant 
of Gods righteoufneffe (wilfully ignorant ) they go about to eftablith therr own, 
fom. 10. 3. and fo lofe all. They jear at an imputed righteoulnefle ; and fay, 
That every fox muft pay hs owa skin to che fleare. They blafpheme Jefus Chrift 
and curfe him in a clofe abbrecsature of his name ; and call thofe among them that 
convert to Chriftianity At: smadim, that is loft, or andone. Mofes Law they Buxtorf fin. 
extoll without meature : It muft not be written on any parchment but what is made 2840P- 
of the skin of a clean beaft: nor read but in a clean place. Noman muft touch it ee 
but with the right hand, and not without a kiffe of reverence ( they ufually carry ii 
itin procefion about their fynagogue, with many ornaments of crowns and icep- 
ters, the children killing it as it paffeth by them ) No man muft fitin the pre- 
fenceofit, nor fo much as Ipet beforeit, &c. W hercas the Gofpel of grace they 
utterlly reject , and abominate, as a F’o/ame of vanity: ‘Vhat tralian Tran{larion 
that they had of the New Teftament, is called in, and taken from them, for their “= eta 
horrible abufe of it: this being ftill che twelith Article of their Creed: / Lefreve Elias thts 
‘wath a perfet faith ibat the Me Bish ts yet tocome, No marvehifthe Apoftle would Rad gillaien. 
not have us ignorant, that blindne ffe in part ts happened to Hfr ARom. 1125 Thar Pw f Haag. 
leffer part, or rather particle of them that are profelvred to our religion, they pre- “P! Ma 
tend that they are none other then poor Chriftians hired to perfonate their pare. j, , 
And yet they give compleat dilpenfation to counterfeit C hriftianity, even to che ee 
degree of Priefthood. In the day of their expiation. their Rabbi doth abfolve 
them from all their perjuries and deccits ufed againdt Chiiflians. Fe allo affures 
them that they are not bound to keep any oath but whats fworn Upon their Own pop, 
Torah, or Law of Atofes, brought out of ther Synagogue; tothe reading where- mae 
_ of they depute one third part of their day: and wicrein they are generally focx- 
pert, chat they have it as ready as their own names. The nifikie of it is chat facie, yam 
they are too much affixt to it, and will needily be faved byit; which the Law tare 
can-:ot do for them, as being weak through the fefh, tem 8 3. The Maw is a Cont Apron. 
yoke of bondage, as Hierome calleth it: and they who look for righteoufieffe #2 
from thence. are like oxen who toil and draw, and when they bave done their Ine 
bour, are fitted for laughter. Lether fitly calleth fuch dredges, the devils Mar- 
tyrs: they fuffer much, and take much pains to goto hell, Aad in another place 
he faith, Qui fcit inter Legem & Evangelism: difting sere gratis gat Loo, & feist 


the ‘Prophecie of Malachi. 


ee. 
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A 7 : e een : 
fe efe Theclogum. Wethatcan rightly diftinguith between Law and Gotpel, hath 


eaufe to praile God: and may well paffe fora Divine. 
Mofes my ferrant) A farre higher title then Sow: of Phirashs danghter: for 
this was to be Pharaohs God, Exod. 7.1. and higher then the kings of the earch 
Pfal. 89. 27. No marvell though .Afo/es fo efteemed it: when Verse king af Ro- TE Jin Cis 
mans an Heathen did: and dageftus the Finperou', ¢ égretans fare moans pitts. cle Cari 
rtis qaim potefbates, faith Terteltian, he preferred piety before Monarchy: fo did 22¢inérsu- 
thofe three fucceeding Emperours, G nflantize, Duk ‘eta and 7 hestaires, who Stet 
called themfelves Faffallos Chrifti, the vafals of Chriit, as Suvctes reporteth, Te 
Was noted, as a great both prelage and deiert of D- ins bis rnine, when in his 
proud Embaflie to Alexander he called himel? the Kiug of haces, and Curfin of 
the gods: but for Alexander, he called him bs fervaie. Yhatwas worfein Jeba 
Oneal, father to the Earl of Tirone, thatrebell, daroitos who biafphemoufly 
infcribed himtelf in all places: l great Jobn Oneal, Coulin to Chrift, friend to the 
Queen of England, and foe to all the world &c.. What bis babble: of woreds Cand EN 
were thefe, as Peter calls them > His pretended succefour ftileth bimlelé the fervanr see he 
of Gods fèrvaats : and one day inthe yeer, in an apifh imitation of our Say iour g 
wafheth certain mens feet. But he a@eth as Dominus remioram mundi, which is onie 
of the Devils titles: and can endure to be called by bis Parafites Demuenss Ders 
nofter Papa: Our Lord God the Pope.  Avofes hela it honour enauch to be the 
fervant of the Lord, and yet he was Vir Dio lonse acci priljiiens quo nsii babuit an- 
tigua atas, mitius, [apientins , fanêkius, highly accepted in heaven, and the moft 
meek, wife, and holy man that Antiquity ever had or nentioned, as Be Mar mine him- 
flf acknowledgcth. 
which 1 commanded himin Horeb] Afofes then was not the Law- naker, (as So- 
lon, Lycurgus, Zalencus, &c.) but onely Gods Minifter to utter what he would 
Mmm 2 have 
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P 7 Mediatour, Gal. 3.19. not of expiation ( for fo 
have him aN oF pec sel of the Law toall Ifrael, eres 9. where- 
aie ae Pehl in all Gods houfe as a leven ie 3 oer serene oe sige 

: ip, as the w 

a fervant of the EY n nae we p a ce ientioned. Heteb-(tie Gere 
port. ‘The place w oa Exod. 19. 1,18.) to inmind them of the terrour of the 
ra AER SE when God came down upon it with ten Hoe g = 

mite = a bis right band went a fiery Law for them, Heb. a fire of te ores 
Saints : fee E rein the law was given, and fhall one day be required, isin it 
ieee illn ver out. Hence are thofe terrours, which it Aafhth in every con- 
ies a a hath felt remorfe of finne. Every mans heart is an pore : and Eor 

fishes ae both heaven and hell. The fting of death is fin, and the ftrength o 
finisthe Law, 1 Cor,15. ar priviledge to that people,Weh.9.1 4. 
to all If rael | pod PA ia hae an sete fo called becaufe they received 
uae T: P of God. Ẹofephus calleth their Common-wealth a Theocratie, or 
Las ney That of Philo is not fo folid, that their law was given ina wil- 
pas eaaa it is to be learned in a wilderneffe, feeing there we cannot be hin- 
derneffe, becau ben de. But what a wretched conceit is that of the Jews at this 
pen T OB ‘of Nature fhall bring to heaven thofe that obferve it : but ite 

day, char the galt the Law of Mofes was peculiarly given ) by keeping it, fha 
Hebrews ony of glory? How fhall the Lion of the tribe of Judah roar upon 
i have a oh eae and iy Do nor think that 1 will accufe you: there is one ee 
Soa aa Mofes in whem Je truh. Get you to him whom ye have ee en: 
Hie konn ye are like to have from him: avery froward generation he ever 

RAON children in whom is no faith, Dest.33.20. 


Osetaoy ex 
vei ho Seeg- 


, 
TEUCIY. 


Deut.33.2 


a 


Joh. 5.45 | 


with the fatutes and jadzements | that is, with the Ceremonialland Judicial 


alie Rabbin to adde to this Text thefe following words, 
Onn eave eae, qiilnle i of judgement comes : asif men were 
Eee ae aa he ceremonial and -judicia Law > Bue 
bound till chen to the obfervation of the cere Dieppe Dre 
T ith thofe Jew-Doctours to corrupt the Text for ther F rpote; 
se aan altering at their pleafure. The judiciall law was fitted tor le 
sata th beft chat they could tuffer, as Solon faid of the Athen.an Pen K ie 
T mani aii was their Gofpel pointing them to Chrift: and tberefere abel! : : 
ey ints having no ufe in the Church after Loe iy E ree 
È r d here by an excellency the aw o ofis be bik thea 
Pral 119.89 ree shai eae FF albeit tone duties of certain apace ate ee 
ee come to heaven, yet the -fubftance of every oe ener " perpe 
ii graving of itin ftone, Exed. 34.27 2 Cor. 
ye The Jews a T aye Gre refpect co the letters of the Law, 

3-7. 


R. David. 


hen tothe ftars of heaven, And Chrift either alludes to, or confirms it in that fay- . 
Mats. t 


ne j irele of the Law paje. 
i i d earth foall paffe before oxe jot or tire Re 
Th i omer hi rae a deftrey she Law( viz. the Morall Law ) er ere Pe i 
eae Morali duties, as explainers of the ad : they es pss ene 
i re. 1 refo:e tos 
draw out that Arras which was folded eee et bi or ee ee 
$ E E DPEN re ie veers ufeand reading of them, 
Lege Mela» oks of Kings his own; becaufe by th ; SA Eae aa; 
seu eie them by Rare and asit were made ae ts ae if ati a 
g o 3 
meum:qaicquid fieth, that fhe had moft of the Sce:ptures by heart. Prs P LE E a 
Patiala daily reading and continuall meditation he had made s hear 
dir ede i of Chrift. See my True Treajure. pig. 315. : ere 
Aa Reg Tae Behold, I will fend you Elijih the Raa D ee a 
s a i ; i fs ma P HE 
Scripturas fan- as the Septuagint corruptly read : and the Popifh oe ue se pene 
das memoriter it to prove that the Pope is not ceeds eds Srana (as they fond- 
eas o in his time, before the day igen; a 
et are to come in a 4 me 
ly “fable ret preferve the Eled in the faith of rea a“ si an Shy ar Pie 
g 1 p `? ater CS f- ʻi 
Interpreters of this Text. x. An Angel, w pales ee 
De a a Chrift, that Angel of the Covenant, see ye i: F ae ied 
a 14. Hear ye him, againft all Antichrifts Agitatours. sai Calpe! 


Cuar.q. 


Gofpel with thefe very words of Malachy: to let us know; that this Evi: is the 
Baptift, who is called Elsah the Prophet, becaufe of the like gifts; calling, and mini- 
ftery, office of reforming habit, people with whom they dealt, &c. The'like almoft 
may be faid of Leiber, 4 third Elias for boldneffe, courage, zeal, knowledge, fuc- 
cefle, &c. But yet we fee no footing in this Text tor Lucas Yfianders concert; viz, 
that the Prophet here pointed at Luther aswellas at Fohz Baptiff : and that men 
mutt receive his Do@rine, or elfe look to be {mitten with a curfe. ‘Howbeit this is 
more paffable and poffible then that of the Jefuites, who prefume to controul 
Chrifts own Fxpofition : and give out, ‘that as the Devil ftir 


red up Luther to call 
od raifed up them to refit Luther. But whata mad fel- 
f whom Severus Sselpnins writeth ) that profeffed himfelf 
firft, to be the Prophet Eliah, and afterward w 


hen he had gained authority, to be 
The Chrift : carrying himfelf fo cunningly in his collufion, that Bithop R zfs was 
ied away with the errour, beleeving in him, and adoring him as God: for which ke 
was juftly deprived of his dignity? Had we no 


t need receive the truth in the love 
of it,left God give us up to the efficacy of errour, 2 Theff.a.10. 2? left being firft in- 
fatuated, we be feduced, and then being feduced we be damned, as Asef iz gloffech 
on that Text ? 


before the coming of the great and dreadful day of ihe Lord] 
the good, and dreadful! 


> OF horrible, in refpect of the wicked, as 
it, paralelling it with Mat. 3. t2. Or, 

changes, both to the godly and the ungodly : and dreadfull to 
the beft alfo at firft ; cil! they have recolle@ed and better bethought themfelves, as 
Another fenceth it; as taking it of the laft day, which is the generall miftake of 
Popifh Expofitours, and that upon this ground, becaufe Chrifts firft coming was 
an acceptable time, and a day of falvation. But though it be fo to Gods people, 


yet to others it was terrible, as hath been fhewed in the Note on Chap. 3. verfer 2, 
and is fo defcribed Luke 2. 34. and 2.9 


217. and 19. 44. Mat.21.44. Efay 11.4, 
He fhall {mite the earch with the rod of his mouth, and with his two-edged {word 
he fhall flay the wicked. See the like, Rov. 2.16. Aa 
fill, 2 Thef. 2.8. 2 Cor. 2. 15,16, 2 Cor. to. 6. 
thand asin the Minifters mouth, for the difobedient. Some read the words thus, 
Before the day of the Great and d-eadfull Lord come : like as others read that Fam. 
2-1. Have not the glorious faith of ony Lord Jefiis € hrift in vesfe of perfonsi 
Both readings are good, and the Text will bear both. 


Verfe6. And he fhall turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, &c. |] Joha 
Baptifts office and efficacie is here defcribed ; He th 


Great, inrefped of 
Mont anus interprete 
a beginning of great 
the bad, yea and to 


or not, Luke 3. 10,12 the errours of their way, re- 
duce them to the faith of the old Patriarches i 


c, and tye them sp together, asit 
the multitude of beleevers were 


there were great ftore among the Jews, when the Baptift 
brethren in Dothan, ( which fignifieth Defcétion ) fo did he. 
ont of the way: and, being led afide by the errour of the wicke 
trom their own ftedfaftneffe. 

up, and were wofully divided : fpectally by chofe three differ 


Sadduces, and Effenes : which the Prophet Zachary calleth shree 
to be deftroyed in one moneth, 


held the beft of thofe three, f ad legem respexerts, 
the law: and Saint Paul,, who was once a Pharifee of the Pharifees, callech them 
the moft ftriteft Set of the Jewith religi 
Monachi among the Papifts : ) and yer ther 
incheir Talmud. Hence much alienation of 
animofities : father hating fonne, and fonne fa 3 
So powerfull fhould Joby be in his Miniftery, that although the leprofie were gotten 
Mmm 3 into 


affection amongtt the 
ther, for truths fake, as ALa. 10.3 5. 
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es, as we find Talm. trad. 
M, and great Sura. cap., 
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Eph. .3- 


DAG ee. 


ia iyuh. 


e 


Tacitus obtervech ct the Jews, that there was 

dia t prompta apud [nos, but contra omins aiios Loftrle odiuns > mercy 

cnough ior their own counereymen amongft thewi, bor hoftile hatred agunt all 

others: they ule to fay, that there is no Gentile but deierves to have his head brui- 

fed&e, Bur lesa Baprif by hi- preaching made Jewith Vharilees, and Romar 

rouulicrs according tothe phrafe that Jefe pies uteth Chhum ) to covent, and kui: 
together in duptifmne. . . 

“Lb $ conte asd fasite the earth With. cserje) that is, leit coming I {mite &c, 

For there isno donbrto be made of bis coming: and as hele ot his imiting, if 

menamendaor. {hele words menace as many as iclilted Sobas miniftry, witk 

utte deftractiva ; whether it be done againjt tie whole nation or agatinjk a nuta on- 

iY, ib 34. 29. The Romantcame and took awy both their place and tinir Natin: 

not for tecsng Chrut aloue (as they feared 705, 11. 48.) Lut tor laying wicked 

bands upon him, and petting to death the Lor: o; lite. dek. 2. 236 Jonn aho 

preached damnation to them AZ..t 3. and fo did oir Sev iour Aut, 23. where by 

eight dreadfull woes, as by fo many linkə vi an adamantin. chaia, he deawes bole 

irscformable hy pocrites down to hell, their pure: ondth ndaves tira tobe gee 

terved nto j-dgement. 5 Jerome wa. called Pelaua Eec! petplecowe he Churek- 

thunderbelr Mr. ‘Perkins was a mef cund preacher, ond wed pron unce 

MFullers the word Damse with fachan Emphafis, as leita dclefuli sf oy oa its Auditc urs 

Holy Stare go, earesagood while afier. And when, Cate htt ot Girilb-codeage, nfe pone 

ding the commandements he appiyed thesi fo home, that he made his bearers 

harts fall down, and their hairs to fand upright eimoit, And turely this 1, the 

way te work upep hard-ehated finners: vehonce the Apottle bids rzs rebuke 

with all antbo:ty: and chen turning him te the people ( as Carola Genterh wt) 

chag them netto defpite him for fo doing. Za. i. 15. The Apcile kgew 

wel thatmenaic, for moftpart, of dicate cares: and can t} avide plein dealing., 

bth hates Aficniah, and hath him in pillon, ever {ince tha, creediull denunciae 

tion of dilpleafrcaid death, for dilmiffing Beatris (ior he was, prebably, that 


t 
difguited P: cpket; } for which he was ever fince tatt in privi deepin difgrace. 
But troth mot betpcken, how ever it bem@ken: and thut: thar will nor be prick- 
edat heart as 4é. 2. outtake up bucklers to ward ot che Llow, muft have the 
{word of the fpirit fheathed in their bowels, and bethed in tyeir Llood: for mall 
thir we areca tweet tavour mto God 2 Car 2. 15. yea thor aha facour of death 


FAT iphy A 
oxi, 


nato deat. The barren carth mult beimittren with ca Cet aad they that minde 
De civ Deil. earthly things ( Terra autem funt, gri terrena fapiner, fait, 5 f ) bave damat- 
20.6029. tio for their end, fothatse Pas! cannot {prak cf thom vath: uc teares of com- 


p-Mon Philip. 3. 18, 19. Oh that it might cxpretie trom tuem teares of com- 
purion! Oh thar they weuldbe forewarned to flee from the wieth to come | 
Gh that they wouid think upon ctermity, and by breaking « & therr fins, dirie 
Gods indignation juftly conccivedagairft them. He therefore threatenerh rhat ke 
may not{mite : he proceed: not to punith cil there be no remedy 2 Coron. 36. 16, 
Crudclen: medicum intemperaas ager facie > Anuniviy patent makes a erudi Phy- 
fician. © that we couldall refolveto deal by our fins as Zens Kirg of Fiance did 
by the Popes Bulls ( whereby he required the fruits of vacancies of all Cathedral 
Speed.498. Churches of France, about the year i152. Dhecaft them into the fire, fa ing, he 
had rather the Popes Bulls fhould reftin tke fire, then his own iou! ® vnia fiy 
in hcil. : For 


——_ 


j the Prophede of Malachy. 


Set: 


Cuar.4. 


For a perclofe of all, rake an obfervation of Amemas, and before him of Baux- 
torfes; _thatin many Hebrew Bibles, the laft verfe fave one of this Propety ‘as 
afo of Ecclefiaftes, Isiah, and Lamentations ) is repeated again inthe end thereof, 
though without pricks, left any thing fhould be thought added to Gods word, 
Fatlum hoc ex Scribarum decreto Gc. “This the fcribes thought fit to do, either 
for the dignity of thote repeated verfes, thatthe Reader might again ruminate and 
remind them: or elfe ( as fome will have it ) becaufe all thofe bookes end in 
thregrenings and fad fpeeches, And therefore, left the Sun of Rightcoufaeffe 
fhould feen to fet ina cloud, or not to fhine upon the departing pallenger, they 
thought fit to leave the verfe before to be lat ; as being {weer and full 
of comfort, that the Reader might Sampfon-like , goc his way, feeding on 
thac hony-comb. 


Lanas Deo in eternum. 
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The 


Righteous mans Recompence. 
° OR, . 
A TRUE CHRISTIAN CHARACTERIZED, 


AND ENCOURAGED, 
Out of MALACHI 3.16,17,18. 


| n | | Then they that feared the Lord fpake often one to ano- 
a ther: and the Lord harkéned, andheard it: anda 
booke of remembrance was written before him, for 
them that feared the Lord, and thought upon his Name. 


E -= - CHAP. I. | 
The Text opened and analyzed. 


HAT which was anciently fpoken of lohn Baptif, who 
was more then a Prophet, a may not unfitly be, apply- h 
ed to Malachy the lalt of Prophets, b that he isthe b Peete 
boundary c and buckle d ofthe Lawand Gofpel, the gol- ultimum gy 
den girdle that knitsup andties together thofa two brefts veluti figillum 
of Confolation e theoldand new Teftaments, betweenthe Oe- Petrus a | 
which ke feemes to lic asa bundle of Myrrhe, or clufter of PSA = 
Camphire, the {weet tcent whercot fills the whole boufe of Judei in bujus 
~} God, f and greatly affects all fuch as brve their fenfes habi- propheta nbi- 
. i tually exercifed to difcern both good and evill g Such were,thefe good foules, the 1 collocant, 
y , fubject ofour text. Referv’d they were to thofe lalt and lofeft times ot the Jewifh ee : 
- Church after the return from Babylon; where it feemes their feventy yea:s captie efi chats | 
vity had not much mended the moft of them: b fuch (alale) is the hardnetle of nem prophetia. 
: l mens hearts, that till the Spirit mollify and make them malleable, AfHicions 1 us locum | 
M. . ne (‘Gods hammers ) do but beat cold iron, Little good is done, nay much hurt by eoe 
accident: for unfan&ificd perfons grow worfe with aiHiGions, as water more fhamven.id 
. e coldaftera heat : witneffe thefe proud mifcreants that gave the occafion of this efferaculun 
, texte Gods correcting hand had laine long time fore upon them, zo rsern them from Lee Nae qe 
$ their enterprizes, and tohide pride from their hearts i. But he had nt his end upon Aa 
3 dicunt fuijfe 
revelata futura. Alfted. Chron. c Malachias à Tertulliano limes in tervetus dy novum Teftam. vocatur, ad quem defineret 
Judaifmus, dy à qua inciperet chriftianifmus d toh Baptifta fuit utita dicam legis Cy gratis fibula Chryfol e 18.66. 1i. 
: f: Tim. 3.15. g Heb. $. 1. Summa libri eft, quod chim Judei nuper reverfi effent in patriam, ftatim fimul redierurtad 
Y : Ingenium: dy immemores gratia dei, ita fe dedtderant multis corruptelis, ut nibilo melior effe: fiaras eorum, quam patrum ata 
Q  frerat,- quafi Deus-operam lufiffer caftigando eorum feclera, Calvin, in Malach. prosm. i iob, 33.17. 
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rati or they the beft ufe of this affiGion. W itneffe their 

kemie qita rents ei ay ftand frosting it ont with the Lord of Hoffs 
we, d ftick notto charge him with deep oicitancy, and forlorne neglect of 

ree hiv Y ‘ heats ver. 14, yea with flat iniquity, and moft unequall adminiftrati- 
ae l a e e a For now We call the proud happy, fay they, a ee 
i = $ work wickednejle ave fet up, jeathey that tempt Ged are even delivere . 5 
ies ne fhould fay, Sarel ihere ts ne reward for the righteous: verily there tis not a 


God that de:h judge inthe earth. Either things are nut ordered by adivine provi- 

ae c, but left at randome, and ler run at fixes and fevens, as meena or 

tle, there is noren equall hand held over the fons of men, but partiality, an 

ete j indse of all the earth zk whiles the prowd this tempt God, 

k Gen. 18.25: rig hreoufne fe found with the indge of a K, l i i narta tok 

nd ample upon his people, and are not only not punifht, Euceven p F 
eee hey in their madneffe fee their monthes agairft heaven, Lan 

YMC as liir aban i i f God himfelf. At the 
{pare not defpicefully to {pit their venome Jn the face of Go LS ee 

onnies aiae of which abhorred blaiphemics, || I wonder, aay ens, an wG 

T ln ASe the Sdn blufh, the Earth wax weary of her burthen, Paes oe Piet m nes 
dilo non fadt- 71.90 her felf, m tor thefe prodigious Athcifts, thefe ayants A 

re,terram hi- "è f condition I am fare the Godly of thefe times were much afte wie 

are, mare non a t often aboutit ; not without a great deal of good conference, and much 

and met ofte 


eae riorny’ J at G ith whom they found all beft 
IL hands, to that God with w 

dre. Can. holy dety periorm d, ona 3 ie ae Siler aia 

Fifi. Xp. audience and acceptance for the pretent, together witha promife of fuller and 


is pe on of his 
mEfay s-t airther reward for the future, tothe comfort ofthis people, and confufion o 
| Bebja yot > 
Petar enemics- 7 


= 16. Then they that feared the Lord, fpake often one 
` to another: and the Lord harkened and heard it, 

and there was a booke of remembrance written be- 

fore him, for them that feared the Lord, and 


j ne. 
that thought upon his Na 


17. cAnd they Jhal be mine, faith the Lord of Hofs 
CFC. 


: i cared the Lord. 
eel as tances 2. of perfons , they thats rats apon his Name. 
fort ` ; 


2. in the fubftance, they fpake often one te another 


Eg adaty per- = oe Then 
i “prefent, he regards what they did, 
3: 


The words 
prefent 
unto us 


. Gods gracions accep- the Lord harkened, and heard it. 


ion, in that for pare 
ae of remembrance was written Ce. 


r.Mercy to (1. their (1. own, they Pall be 

S F his people. 5 perfons mine Oc. d 

a re{peding. (which 2. honour, 37 the day 

and that's p RE hen. makt 

double. l $ sip my eweli: 
` ous retri- 


? M 
bution 2. their performancess! Wid fae 
; them, asaman fpareth ms 


2. his righte- 


x e lip 7 

3 owne Jon that ferveth sh 

: : Nd The 

2. Judgement to his enemies: wer- AD. i 
hall ye return, and difcern Gt. 


‘CHAP. 


future, he records it; And a booke 
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en 


CHAP. I. 


Dottr, I. Saints muf be beft in worft tinzcs, 
N 
n Tiis de Dei 
judicio blab he. 
and prophanenes, as to mantibus ie. 
even then, when their black mouths ron. Tune ewn 
tes, 2 rhez they that fared the Lord >/phemi talia 
ž o.juerentuy. 


Hen) men were arrived at this height of impudency 

fay, “Twas to no purpofe to ferve God : 
were now big {wolne with fùch like blafphem 
were thus bufiedas in the text. Note hence, guerent 
Thar Gods fervants muft labour to fhew themfelyes beftin t Der à Figu- 


he worft times: jero inp 
£ ene : re we : n locum. 
and then moft beftirr them in his bufinefle, when others aré molt carelefle of it, and pg 
contrary to it, i 


SECT. L . 


The Point confirmed +. Ly precept 2, by pratlife, 


T you fhall fee confirm’d, and coinmended tous. 
mouth : 2. bythe conftant pra&tile uthis beft children in allages. For precepr 
firt, whac can be more direct and exprcRe,then thoit common texts, Thor fhalt nok 
follow 2 multitude to doevill. o Save Jer [elves frons this natoward Generations, ° Exod.23.2. 
P Come ous from among them my peopl, and be ye feparate. q Be mur ye conformed p a 
to this world, but be ye transform'd by the renewing af yonr mind. r Harve xo fil. 1a Car SIT 
lowfhip with the unfruitfull works of darkueffe: bres reproove them rather [. witha fEphs it, 
number more that f mightadd with cale. Ibat one of Sclomoi for al My fox 
faith he, if fisners entice thee, confent thon nor, Lf yc they fay Come With tee. Tot oe 
lay wait for blood &c. — Caft in iby Lot anong ft ts, letis all bave one parje, ‘My 
for, walk not thou in the Way with them: refrain thy fost from their pth. t Tor t Pro. to, © 
their way Cin the iffue of it ) is ebc way to ln ll, going own tothe Chines of death, 11415. i 
# Even that fecond death ( asthe fcripture tearms it ) which rhozah band joyain * Prov.7.27. 
hand w and they mufter up and unite their forces (as hoping haply to {ease in tha ” PTY 163- 
croud, orto carry it away cleanly, becaufea multitude ) yet they n 
able to avoid or abide. For the wicked ( be they never { 
tura'd into hell, and whole nations that forget Gud, x 
This the Patriarch Noah ( that I may fhew you fecondly the pratik of che 
point in fome particular examples of ancienc and later times }this, 1 fay, Nosh he 
leeved ere he faw, and therefore lived to fe what he had afore beizeved : not 
whole Nationsonly, buta world-full of wicked people twallewed un together in 
oneuniverfall grave of waters: their fpirirs beiaz ie reat 
lafting chaises under darkneffe, unio the jed 
fight whercof by alively faith, ( berag wars! of God off things wot feon as yera ) KSu di- 
made him walk uprightly with God ceca iabis geagtation a. Now for him to vefi ambula- 
walk alone ina divers way to a worid of wicked people, as Chrion hath it, VETA, viren- 
b to keep himfelfunfpotted in tuch a foul featon, asanorher fpeakes of him, e nay, rem manie X 
like a right orientand illuftrions planet, nor only to hold outa conflant ontas Tn aoa ` 
motionto that cf the vulgar, but alfo to fhine fo fair with a fingalarity of heaven- 2242 cap.5. 
ly light, fpirituall goodneffe, and Gods fincere fervice s inthat daik- midniohe Genel 
of damned impiety ; this was that whereby be condemned the werid. and becam: apes. 
heir of the righteoufneffe which is by faith e. The next, in the Apofiles roul thee ial rani. 
remembred and regiftred is Abraham, that Precious man, palldasa brand ontot Mare inGen 6 
Ur ofthe Chaldees: from whence he went forth ( torfaking father. houfe ang ¢Ueb-t17- 
friends who ferved other Gods beyond the flood ) not knowing whither he rene fons > 
faith the text, g nor much daring, fo long as he had God by the hand. Eon $Gun ee 
whom alfo his firft care was, whereever he caine: ; 


b in thé mid’ft of thofe Idolaters , and making open p 


1. by precept from Gods 


y hall never be 
9 many ottaen J Ball be 


x Pfal.o.r7. 


Lon pa pica, rifercec iu ever- J! ret 2) 19. 
Her of tie Een z Heb.11.7. 
. e 


, a 
Gay y. Vhefore. 


ad’ For bGent2.67 
fetting up Altars to Jehovah & & 13-4518, 
rofeilion of his fervice before 

the ”? 
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the people or the land; which was a reall contutation of their heathenifh foppe- 
nies. Thes Avraham theu: and thus, atter him, Forza by his example ; which he 
therefore uieth and urgeth in that parliament he called and held at Shechem, a lit- 


r tle atore his death. Z toog ‘osr futher Abraham (daith be there, in Gods behalf ) 


Toth. 24.2 from the ober fide of the flood, &c.i whofe children ye fhall fhail well approve 
k Romige your felves, if ye walke i the fteps of his f.h k, by putting away the jtr2ge 
Hoth 2414 godi from amoug yom, ashe, aud ferving the Lord /. In which holy practite bow- 

ever you come off, chose yon th. da; whom you will ferve ( though in evils of fin 
Malommnon there be no choife ) whe. ber the godsof your furhers beyord the flood, or the gods of 
Ce the Amornes, in whofe Lind ye dwek: bet as for me and my houfe, we will ferve 

i ckoush. 

j The time would fail me to tell of Job, who would not part with his Integrity, 

m Job 27.5,6 to dierorit, æ though inftigated thereunto by the wife or his bofome, » fet on 


a loh? 9 dovbrleffe by the Devil: who of allche parts of his body had le-c his ton, ue onely 
Cheat. free trom bliflers, if haply be might be drawn co curfe God therewith and die. 

To tell you ( next ) of D vid, who therefore loved Gads [hartes exevad nsly, becanfe 
ophilig. 7” bad mide void his L w o. Of Elias who though alone and fingular, continued 


426,127. and Cheretore zess forthe Lord of Hofls, became hey hid aged diwn pis Ailis, Ge 
Pial. 392 OF ALcaap, who would not flatcer the King, though ~co. falfe prophets bad done 
refolving fft jp afore him y: OF Obadr:b, char fea ca God geuis, ina commen detection, r &c. 
ugonfilence J ook co the New Teftament, and there you have our Saviour esien np with she zeal 
AAE of his Fakers hoefe, when by all forts polluted f} his Apofles, foon after his de- 
nv, could not parture, refolving to obey Goa even curt gunen againtt whattoever oppofition, 
holdhisfpirit and not to fwim down che ftream of the times tor any menaces of the Councidr. 
fo pas Re. <p al, (chat heavenly fpark ) burning in :pirit aganit a Church full of unbeleeving 
Eee ae Jewes at Corinth z, and openly contelting with the Gentiles at Athens about their 
Rom. 11.3. fenfeleffe fuperftition w. What fhould | ftand longer to tell you of Vimo:hy, fo abe 
qt Kaga? {temious and temperate among the luxurious iplhefians.y, that Sainte Pu was fain 
re kopi fa to preferibe him a Li. le wine for his h alhs {okey OF Antipas, who ield forth che 
Ana word of life, evento the deuh, whe e Sans cheonemis. OF No o's ‘amily, to 
wAa.12.5. whom Saint ‘Pa fends falucations.:: Of ‘Polyex p, that bleffed Martyr of Jdus 


ouveiys™ — Chrift, who being follicited by the Tyrant co do facritice tu che doll, aud fo to pro- 
Ke alaaa gfe vide for his own farety, as diverfe othe.shiad done before him. Foriycove ond :dde 
zeli ardore,  y:ers, [udhe, h ve I ferved my Malter Chiff, and te never d'erived me: an thi 
wad.i7. zow defer lsm? God forbid me any fuch wickedneffe : t {corn to be delivered opon 


Sohe gave any.fuch difhonouravle termest. “Of Orig, who chofe rather to continue a poor 
thanks afore 


meatin the Catechiftat Alex mda, in daily danger of his life, then with Plores, bis teliow. 
midft of lofi- pupili, to live ar Court in grear authority and favour, would he bur, with bhim, have 
dels.A&.27. rencagued Chrift, and renounc’d the Fahec. It were eafie to come lewer, 
E Le and nearer our own times and to bring upen the ftage a great tore of fuch as held 
dehauched, forth the word of life, by a bold and wite profeition, in the darkeft mid-nigirt of 
that they damned popery, and Satans univerfall raigned: But 1 fhut up with Aih -2 2s, 
madealaw, that notable Champion of Chrift, and ftickler for the truth: tothe defence where- 
Maarte Sd of he ftood ftoutly, when all the Chriftian world brfides was turad lycra: €; as 
Litchere bee â Father plirafethit. Whence, it went abroad of him, That the whole world was 
never anho- fetagainft Arhanafius, and Arhanes againft all the world. A brave commenda- 
netmma- tion, a ftately praife. Such hovzour hive all Fis S unts fe Wifdome ever hath been, 
a A you fee, and ever muft be ixftified of her ch:/d-en g againft all obloquies, and op- 
tied,rhat they pofitions of the mad multitude *, ever befidesit felfe in point of falvation. 
therefore c4 
our one Hermodorus, as by anoftracifme, becanfe he was a geod bufband and a temperate man. y 1 Tim, $4.23. 
z Rev.2. 13. a Philip. 4 22. b Ofloginta fex annos illi fervio, nec ulla in re me unquam lafit, dy quomedo paffim 
maledicere, dc, Eufeb. Ecclef. hif L 4.c. 15. b Erafmus in vita Crig.oper. praefixa- d Legatur Illyrii Catalogus 
teftium. Dr. Uther, gravif. quafti. Cade, dye. e Ingemuit ortis dy mirabatur fe fash effe Arrianum. Hieron. contra 
Luciferianos,  Ifte vir totius erbis impetum fuftinuit, f Hal. 139 ul. g Matth, 11.19. * Hand perinde in 
crimme incendij qaam Otio Humani generis convi funt Sic de Cirifianis fub Nerone w bis incenfa falfo accufatis. 
Tacit, lib, 15. Er Fertullianus in Apologet. ait, in Chriftianis nomen damnati dy puniri, non criu.en dy feels. 
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Secr. IL 


The pore confirmed by ve. fous 1. fiom iini. 3e frase va: 


enh 1e eed. 2. ordhid y 
S 


Nd there’s good reafon for it too, as you fhall foon fee, wher! 
ward or downward, to God or men, the faints themfelves or others. A! 
which Reafons are grounded upon our Text, and fhall be therehence gathered. 
Vor God, irit, his people thould therefore ftrive then to be belt , when others 
areatworft. 1. Lecaufe he gracioufly accepts it, p: bex bene asel bena faith the yeraz 
text. 2. He plentifully rewards it, for there is a bosh tf rene oe fee shat pita 
this, their Lzbozr of love may never be forgotten. = ee Wb 
Yor themfclves next, Gods faints thall hereby well approve, rhat they are. 1. 
True Chriftians, fering the Lord. 2. Zealous Chriftians, fuch as lv ko eres Ley 
UGE. - 
Laftly, for others. 1. Good men fhall be thereby notably confirmed, whites 
they peak often one to another for mutuall quickning, and encouragement. 2. Bad 
men fhall be utterly confuted and confounded, while they n, thacis, change 
their minds, and d:fcerne, perforce, a phin aad palpable difference between then- 
felves and Gods fervants. Yea whiles they are con{trained by the tettimony of their 
own evil confciences, and by the evidence of their own evil experiences, to fee and 
lay, Verily there is u reward for the FiQIe Oss, fy ibere ty a Godiha increrh 1 BPA 
the carth h. i PO 
Here then to begin with the firft Rea‘on, taken from God, and therein (not 
to urge his command, which yet is reafon ficient, and tacitely implied in the 
text: for whatthe Lord approveth and rewardeth, that he certainly willech and 
requireth ; fith his approving ard prefcribing will are (though difting yet) noc 
different the one from the other, but ) to makeufe of fo much onely tn the cese, as 
liesabove ground for our prefent purpofe. Jirft, the Lord doth curioufly cbferve Rs 
and gracioully ac.ept of fuch his fervants as continue con@ant with him in depraved Kd 
times, in a general declenfion, when finne ts grown njilih, and almot savef: 
The Loval. kaid aad beard, faith the text: It imports, thar he was much taken 
with teir fweet conferences, and chofe favoury fpeeches that fell from heie 
Mouthes. Tro noife fo delightfull, no mufick fo melodious to his heavenly ears: 
which therevore he applies clofe, and layes near ro their honey lips +, as loth to 
lofe any part oF that precious language. Wel! might Saint Peer tav, out of the 
Plalas: ike crtsaf be Lord ave npon tree vik cart, i : 
Weread, wees cotbeir prayers k, but the Orig: 
are unio ther > 


rer ye look up- 


ee 


iOD ya) Sed 
yarcadits Jav- 
ears xroy up ws 
rerewithall, feer wid, De 


i Pena een Dee 
iiho Ot ore ets dency avrop: 
Sinais more empbaticall, his 
vs,or rather jeto their prayers; fo farre ishe asiected tt 
And look what the Apoftle fpeaks there of their prayers, by way of Inttance) the Neftore fuo 
fame is as truc of their whole Chiiltian pradite. Nora prayer they make, nota eis 
meals ey fipigs n 7 egos © RT Fet3.1 
good work they do, not a good fpeech they utter, nay not a good thought they Palzq ua 
od i l f gbr 34. 
takeup, but he both notesit well, (be bea toed edbea-d) and fets it do. in his Rauf” 2." 
note-book too: for book, of vemembronce wise writin ie oat th a IPfal.so.5. . 
. . é r; ol OF OP oo! 
bni thonght vpon his Name in an evilltime, when mens words were itout agzinft God, ™Nem 18.1 
verfe 13, 14. and their thoughts Atheifticail VJE IS. j ° n e 
:: ; A 3 AO n Bent.32. 
But what will the Lord do for fuch? (which is the fecond branch of this fir ante ae 
Reafon drawn from God ) It followsia the Vext; uted tse, faith th: Peeulinmpro. 


J siud the; fi 
Lord of hofts,&c. His, not bya general right oncly, as his creatures, but by a fpe- Pem. fingula- 


reme Lond favs) 


ciall title, as his faints ; fuch as have anster roves Toeh hen te Py the TC, thefaurus. 
> ; 5 tse 2 C9 Finke ey Jankes Ly and he, P Awiemel- 


interchangeably, made a covenant with chem of foli ac, thatis, permanent and in- aa ade 
violable. And both fides hy a mutuall {ipulation, that he wd! be the» Goel, and meraheros 
they (halt be his people: he fhall be their portion s and they his; for sls Lands por- UPet 2.9. 
tion = his people n, faith Afofes : they are his proper goods, and moft eftecned ee 
trea rie, Eh; + pa ié 3; hoi uns, a p é 5 a 
ure o, the top ofhis wealth, the beft of his Settings, the preple of dys paechale p his geccings, 


Nnn las 
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(as Saint ‘Perer after the Septuagint renders the word here found in out 
Text: Jein fumme, bis Jew-/s, whom he will highly prize, and fafely fet up by him 
nineanicayel 19 the golden cabinet of his {peciall providence, and fatherly protection. Not caft- . 
Demin fas ing them out for every final flaw, nor leffe eiteeming them for every little duft that 
ubip drjudi- falls upon-them, gnd fouls them ; but prizing them aright to their utmoft value, 
eae. and giving them their allowance, (as men deal by light gold ) he will take them for 
yAm.3.3 currant: And wherein they come fhort of what they fhould be, be will spre chen 
fHeb.ii.5 as amaa ip weh bis ews [onas ikat ferveth him, Then the which | know not what 
t misten- the Lord could have poken more effectual for rbe glory of his own rich grace, or 
i idea, 15 the trring up of our urmoft affections to an hoiy contention in godlinefle, be the 
exaupey.Ver~ times never to bad or boifterous: fith sa doing thereof’ there is fo great reward q. 
bum cx vam, In which refpect, how fitly doch the Authour co the Hebrews clofe up the ftory of 
siuraminemee- Jf. ods heroicall faith, with that golden corollary, Ie the cometh tu God, ( as He- 
alee zoch did, who walked familiarly with God, asa man with his friend * with whom 
yPfbrtag be isincovenant: for cs 1wa wek roverher, (faith the Prophet ) azd they not be a- 
gHeb.5.10 greed? r) aufi beleeve that Godis, smd thathe is arewarler of them that diligently 
aHeb.rt.s peek Dim f. The Greek text hach it, thee feek, him ont t, namely when he ts caft 
a pa intoa blind corner, (if 1 may fo fpeak with reverence to the Divine Majefty ) con- 
uci an Weyed outro? the way and covered ( asi: were) witli che calumnies and ttout words 
r@ vdeo avli. of the wicked, thefe hird word: (again(t which A@alachy here, and Henoch anciently 


@Plibig is 
* Perinde ut 
homo cum he- 


~ b 
Ts guein er 


Rev.11.19 propliccied #) of ungodly perfons, whofe :bruars are as open fepsichres x to bu- 
sila 5 TY Gods Name in, as much as they may - were it nor for /esoch and fuch as hee, 
eEfay 49.4 that do daily and diligently vindicate that veve: cad y Name, from their falfe af- 


fjam.r. ule. perfions; and as it were dig it out of the grave, wherein they had villanoufly con- 
£'Cor1119 ceald, after a fort, and cover’d it, Burwhacloft Mevoch by this Libowr of love x? 
flab ae had he not this teftimony from heaven hereupon, thar he pleafed God a, was hce 
corruptione vo- Not traullated, as a Jewel of price, into the heavenly Cabinet ó? and were not 
lumaria.Beza. the fewnefle of his dayes on earth, in comparifon of his forefathers, recompenfed 
Pra in that longeft life of bis fonne Aferhufeldy c? And why allthis? but becaufe 
aie cha he walked with God ( when others walked after she luft of their heavtr, and figh: of 
Gieat lights: ther eres d ) feckingto take men off from their lewd and lawleffe courfes, by the 
*imgrres. terron of the Led, which he mok powerfully denounced, Jade 14,15. In doing 
o Erafm. Adag. whereot, though (to his own thinking)be l:boured ir vaw, and ipent bis Prength for 


P E zorghle ger furely his ndeement was with the Dord,and Lis icward with his Gad c, whith 
dam de fiigi- was the firft reafon taken from God. The fecond follows, reipecting our felves. And 
dumeflire. fo; by cleaving clofe co Jehovah in corrupt times, it fhall well appear ; firft, that we 
pZeph.1.z are the fame we would all feem co be, Aez fearing Gad. Yorythis ts pare religioa sidced, 


72 Thef2.10 


7aKing.vac1 l’ keep a mans felf unSporedofths world j. ‘Mee mfè be herefies amongst yor, faith 


fHot.7.8 the Apoftle rhur they which are a;proutd muy be made nevnfell g.And by a like reafon, 
e2Coré.16 there muft #be a perverfe and gracelefle generation, a viperors brood: ,amids whom 
u 2 King.s.12@ Gods fruits may fhine as lamps ia the world, and fo approve themfelves blarzeleffe ad 


seen haveneleffe, the foxnes of God without reb:the, Holding forth ihz word oh Ife k, for an En- 


comminde- figne *, by a bold and wife profeflion, and practife of the truth that is in Jefus; 
mentisthe then, when it is moft oppos’d, and oppreft by the fonnes of Belial, This is the 
SL pro guife ofa man that truely fears God: he cannot blow hot and cold o, as they fay: 
leca he € he dare not fwear by God and Alilchom v, he will not bold tte irihia iid: fferency q- 


firft with pu- God, he knowes, muft be worfhipt rzely, that there be no halting r, and rotell, 


nifhment, that there be no halving fs forwbu commun hab Chrif wah Belial? and whit 
ae fellowthip hath the temple of God wuh idols t? Out upon thofe Rimmonites, that 
threatens) plead for an upright foul in a proftrate body s- / hoy (hile xor bow down to them, 


there,to them zor worfhip them w, for any mans pleafure. And why? for [the Lord thy God am 
thatworthip a iealons God, &c. therefore let my fear fall upon thee, asa ftrong counter-blatt to 
Nien the bafe fear of any tyrant x. For asene fire drives out another, fo doth the 
_ o nencom.  fearof God, the fear of the creature. Obadiah ( for inftance ) that good fteward 
monly infi@ of a bad Lord, that Non-fuch-4h15. 1 mean, a man th. bad fold bimfelf todo 
punifhment wwickelveffe y. Not fo Obadiah: but ( whatever my Lord the King, and the whole 
do them that State do) T fear God greatly, faith he tothe Prophet =. J, bue how fhall this 
ytKing.ar.2o appear, Obadiah? Why, when Fezabel ki.’ up the Lords Prophets, I ( not ftanding 


13. my 


zıKing.13.1a tocaft perils ) bid shem, and fed them by fif.y in a cave, not without the hazard of 


pe 


mamoe an re 
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my head if ir fhould ever have been noticed. Loe he:e’s a man of courage fearing ¢ Exo.18.21, 
God, a and he gave the beft tettimony of it, 67 ruling with God, and continuing b Hofa rra, 
faithfull withthe Saints, as Judah; thea when Epbraim corspaffed him about with Reat, 4. an 
tyes, aad the whole boufe of Ifrael, with deceit. b c2 Chr.7.14, 
But fecondly, asthe practife of this pointproves one a Chriftian fearing God a 213 
foa zcalous forward chritian, one that folicitoufly thinks upon Gods name; that Ino S 
highand holy Neme whereby he u called, and wherewith he is intruited, d with eevevit, 
charge not to take it in vine, e but ro bear it ap aloft (a. the word F in that thd ¢Urtiteonfer, 
commandement fignifics ) to lift it upasa itandard, faying Febovab Nif g the Moe a 
Lord is my banner: or as fervants do their matters badges upon their fhouiders REA 
fo they Gods Imprefsupon their forcheads, yea, spon the bridies of their horfes E Exo. 17.15. 
b (in their common converfation alto ) even Holineffe tothe Lord. Being confi © Zach. 14. 
dent of this very thing, with Panl, that in nothing they fhali be afbamed : but a are 
thar with all boldneffe, i as alwayes, fo now Chrift halló magnified in their bodyes, q marile 
-whether it be by life or death. See on inftance of this in the holy Apoflles fanding ireedome of 
before the Councill. sVe cannot, fay they, but [oak the things we have beard ana Meech. 


feen, whatever be the iffue of it kẹ they being now (albeit afore feartull and yey a 


faint-hearted to the deferting of Chrift. and betraying a guod caule by their cow- yAtudžoy- 
ardife , yer now being )not, drunk with new wine, as thole {coffers cavil’d them, 7S Cavillan. 


1 but filled with the holy Gkoft m (a wine that would maks iven ske lips of them ere con- 
that are afleep tofheak n ) werereceflitated o toan holy to wardneffe and forth- finis diabe 


putting : being like veffel:, that when they are All’d and {topt up, mufteicher Malcolm. 
vent or bur without remedy. Sec atagaiu i St, Panl, that p-ecious man, who “Eph. 5.18, 


when once he became a chefen velfedl to the Lord Chrafl to bear h:s aame, p Dever r CADETS: 
l : ` : : 4 : Or 5,14. 
was he fo med qafore in havocking thote that called uon txat naine in a!] Places ras peli aila 
Sa Š 


he was now fierce and fe: agasult all that didany thing coaerary tothe Name of dit ad vatum 
Feas. S Not co meddle with his encountring of Elymus the forcerer; he fet his firorem. Beza. 
tyes npon him t faith the (ext, dy at he wiu d have run thorough him: After P peta 
which lightening foliowed thac terrible thunder-crack, O full of alt fubslery, and rad 9 14 p 

Selick ed 2 Teen aber a ` i +34; 
waifchicf Ke. Bit more Co vur purpote is bis haadiing of Peter, aman chattearcd Sent qui pro- 
God as wellashimielf, vat yet ought not ak uuc to well upo. his name ¢ fu; phetiam Jacob 
thaccine atleaft ) ashe did whom therctore Pug? withfosd t0 his face. n ‘He fee 

. » = $ Has : rbu 
did not bale with hintor company, as good Durxabus had done ( being carried Benjam. Paule 
away x bv the auch or ty ot the man, agaiwht ho ld affoctate it. Pasl, with whoa; aie. 
alfohe had once before badabicer buk sing » afere fir: ) bat blamed him ieee 2: 
before a great fort ot Pen sown difcytes, w buih tund bim temporiz.ug hime- EA $ 
fally z and zot foting it arigor a according te the pnphecriy that i ia Cheiff, b and 10. 

k ; svih, : 

the truth of the Goel. c inde: d Cardinel Bureaus withftancs Paw! as fify as a Gala 11.13) 
ever Past did Peter: and dares maintain trhat Perer was nerto be blamed, but Furamiy She 


: . RRS E, : YAR. 15.39. 
Panl a great deal too bulic rather, A boad colture aud well bshttinga Jefiire with A AA 


whom what more cornmon ( when they are in place where ) then to vility o chis animorum ex- 
piim: Apoftle, for dealing foroundly with their God ezez, and fo to put the lye %¢7batio,in 
upon the Holy Ghoft h.mtelt. YE qua aliquid fuit 
aceti UAE 
fanat. Z Cavinio fiand:lum levius.gravius dedit idg, geminum doc. pareq; a orSomod ta b 2 Cr, a PA : 
eGil. 2. 1g. d Ui mne own knowledge and hoaregs fome of them teach in the pulpit that St. Paut ous ace 
fecure of his preaching but by conf: rence with St. Peter: nor that he durit publifh his ¢ Difiles till Sr Peter had 
allowed them, 1 have heard'alio credibly reporied thit mef chet Jefuites of latein traly in folenm fermions, 
~ commendin St. Peter for a worthy Spirin, have c: mured St. Pan? fora hot-headed perions who was fo tranf 
sede e pangs of zeal, and cag rnciie beyond ail compaffe in mofi ot his difputes, thactheie was no grear . 
eckening to be made cf his Affertions 5 yea he wes dangerous toreade, as favouri g of herefy in fome places, and 
etter perhaps he had never written, Agrecasle to which | heard other of their Cacholikes deliver. that it hath 
eee heretofore very ferioufly con falted among them, to have ccnfured by fome nicanes, aad reforned the epifiles 
oh Sr. Edwin Sandsin his Relation uf ihe weltemm Religion, “Oh tongues worthy to be pulled out of 
Nasal ES into gobhets, and drivendown their throats, that durft utrer fuch prodigious and till alate un. 
of blalphemies againft the Lord Chrift, and his heaven-infpited Apoltle. 


a But I haften to the third and laft rank of Reafons refpecting others. And fo 

= men firk fhallbe, by our holding out in hard times, much confirm’d and VIS YE 
comtorted, whiles we ceafe rot to ipcaky as thefe in our text, and fheah of rex 
one to another : for thats the force of the Hebrew word here vied ( fermonis fre- 
Nnnz quentationens 
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fin Radicibus. quentatioxem fignificat, it importsa frequency of {pecch, faith K mchi) f And 
that’s tlic property of true grace, to knit mens hearts ina holy communion, as al- 

g Prov.17.17. wayes, fo in evill times cipecially ;_ for mifery breeds unity. And, although a 
friend love at all times, yet a brother i born for adverfity, g Sheep when they are 

courfed, nay {wine, when they are luge’d , will get together, and grunt toge- 

ther, and make what head they can againft a common adverfary , for each others 

bColof.3.14, fafety. And fhallnot the faints of God, who are linked together by the fame 

iyvuciws, — {pirit, and knitcogether by the fame bond of love ( that bond of their perfection b that 

Philip. 2 21. unites perfons and vertues, and perfects them by frequent actions and offices tend- 

Kovradaty- ing to mutuall confirmation and encouragement ) fhall not duch, I fay natsrally 

Philip.t.27. i care for the eftate one of another? and ftriving together for the faith of the gofpel, 

Hude20, 21, k build up each orker in that moft holy faith, keep themfelves carefully in the 


22,23. love of God, pray together in the holy Ghoft looking for the mercy of our Lord fefus 
puta Chrift ; of Jome having compaffion, making adifference, and others fave with fear. 


lentiam oprabi- pulliag them ont of the fire 1? Bleffed Bradford seckoned that hour loft, during his 
lem rapinam. inyprifonment, wherein he had not done good to fome onc or other of his brethren 
mREV.19. ayd companions in tribulation and in the kingdome and patience of Fels Chri ft, m ci- 
Be Mat- herby tenguc, hand,or pen.» Neither was the Lord wanting unto him in the good 
Ibidem. fuccefie of his holy endeavours that Way, as appeares in the following inftan- 
Ibidem. ces. “ Bifhop Farrar being in the kings-bench prifoner, was travell’d withall of 
o1 Toh, $.13. € the Papifts, inthe end of Zear, to receive the facrament at Eafter in one kind ; 
pani in- ee sho, after much perfwading , yielded unto them, and p:omifed fo to doe. 
quit Lutherus, i PERR ° g . z . 
Initio mee can- “ Then fo it fell out by Gods providence ( faith mine Authour, in whofe own 
fe D. Staupi- words I relate the whole ftory ) the Eafter-eave, the day betore he should have 
eee ;_ “¢done it, was Bradford broughtto the kings bench prifoner ; where ( the Lord 
hi placen quad “ making him his inftrument ) Bradford only was the meanes that the faid Bithop 
de dofiring  ** reyoked his promife,and would never after yield to be {potted with that papifi- 
qram pradicar, call pitch. Atanother time, B. Ridley being prifoner in the Tower, bad the 
gloriam dy om- cs liberty of the fame, to prove belike( faith mine authour ) whether he wouldgo 
pally p Dee “tomaffeornoe: which oncehedid. But Mr. Bradford being then prifoner, 
autem “and hearing thereof , writethan effe@uallletrer to períwade him from the fame, 
(quod luce cla ce which (God be honoured )did Mr. Kidivy no little good: for he repented 
ied of mi ee thereupon and did nomore fo, Hence St. Joha, I write unto you, faith he, thas 
bona dobeleeve onthe name of the fon of God, that Je may beleeve on the name of the fon of 
but non poreft, God o, thatis , that you may, by iny writing, be further confirmed, continued and 


hon me —inereafed in the faith once received. * The zealous forwardnefle, and godly care 
pir sla §, of good people in dad times being a matter of fingular availe for the fettling, 
dr confolara ef ftrengthening, and ftablifhing of the hands that hang down, and the feeble knees which 
Melchior A- elfe woxld buckle and warp, and turn ont of the way. p 

am vit anp.  Laftly as good men fhail be hereby confirmed,fo bad men convinced and confoun- 
as 12. ded,not only in the laft and general judgement, when the Queen of the fouth bal! rife 
Real 6. up and condemsne fuch 4 fluggardas Hered the king, who defired to fee Chrif q (of 
gluc.99, whofe great works he had heard but would not {irra foot to finde him out ) but 
indd as in this prefent worldalfo, they are made many times to return and difcern between 

fa ex. 


a fetes Ne word and yeelding their bodycs that they might net worfbip a flrangeGod rè And the 


e à mortuis. 
Ez qua anan lions ( like another Lyfimachs) by che force of his faith ¢ after he had ftood it 

. out ftoucly to the face of his advertaries, who could fizde none occafion againft hins 
inet eras but in the matter of his God n ? How did the innocency and piety of thele godly 
Cart. Hig, men triumph in the confciences of thole two tyrants ; making them afraid of the 
Chrifli. name of Ged whereby they were called, x and compelling them te vote and voice 


Dees? the fame way that they had perfecuted: y yea and to proclaime that God for - 


t Heb. 11.33 the onely true God, whom yct they had no mindeto fet up for their owa 
wDan.6.s. God. For foit is, that even natural! confcience cannot but {toop and do ho- 


tDeu 28.910 mage to Gods image fairely flampe upon the natures and works of his people : 
J Dan. 3.& 6, {a 


a“ 
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: agree ge oe alate SS EENAA ee G 
fo that when men fee in fuch, thar which 1s above the ordinary flraine, and thew 
own expectation 7 5 their bexrtsase within them many times, and chey fland much ” Dixiefiarus 
< . . . T iiy, at dey, 
wnaved ar tbe height of iprit, and relolucion that poffeteth their hearts, and leide lam 
ie Tolerasd aitainnen ehy fhines j ocana f pojuri e dt attr. 
at the foLerand undaunted majefty chat Mines in thei faces z. dinilam SnI 
, R ; . ; l Slupores dy cen- 
Hernttiene, pofquam fingularem Chriftianoram In Morte conftantiam perfpexiffer. Bucholcher, Chronol, © A £ 15, 
Unde judicat coufcrentie puritas cavfaque bonitas. Malcolm. in loc. A godly n:an thar is unmovebles and refu. 
ferh to praife the wicked, er jefiite che ungodly, and when he hath caufe will contend with them, god ver be Nike 
“troubled fountain, or a corup {pring, he may for the time receive ill words from che wicked, but their hearts are 
ataid of him, and their confciences admire him, Prov.2g 25.and 20.4. 45.6. 


7 aa 


Secr. 


Lekewiarm Lasdiceans, 
T imeross Te MPO IRL s. 


Vfe ıı. A arpe Reproof of ea 


` 


Ow for Application of all: Ts this fo, that Gods liege people Me a 
Mould Mine mA m the greatef darkneffe, and then Mew them- 
felves moft veaious tor heir Lord, when others are moft Audacious in a Rom, 12, 


ir. 
finne ? 


Tiis then ferves, firft, for the juft and fharp reproot, ofai eremm ligendam juto 
our duhewarme Peodurans, cur Velpertilian-profeffeurs, (as one call: HA a HON KALE Cy 
them ) the Neuter peiitve 4 hrittians, ( as another ) che Polieitiens e; b Eatin Tieronmus Epift. 
ourme: whoagsintt ese pecleript rules of Gods holy word, the cov- Tomi jendi nimi ad Mar- 
ftant pratile of to many fanous saints, the irrefragable, and endoubrec ae avis felici 
truth of the poine in hand, hoid ie bett and fafelt, when all’s done, to jie trap AAT 
{erve the times ay in a fence rare otherwite then Saint Pal mentit, (1 einam; prove nate redigt 
ever he meanr it 4) co fain: downthe common current, cokcep them met cum Lic mune illie ine 
felves (till on the warme fide of the hedge *, to compere and comply peau oe al 
with che prefene company, though never to bad 3 Approving and apphau- hips rude PTs mee 
ding chemin their wretched courles, ftudioufly fhunning, as the greate * Manh. 3. r3. 
diigrace to be counted seraphicall jand fingular : and therefore refolving Fovbanlus vex Phy fam 
todo as the moft do, theugl in io doing they be utreily undone fo a map Rants, 
ever *. And (that they may not feem [tHe rations tajsnire, tale out 
of reafon mad ) they plead Seripture tor defence of their buien fe; 
wo Id youthink ic? Bue what Marvell, when asthe deviil alto, their nen dls sn e 
matter in this bikes Art) can come with b ble under arm, and pretend hee 3 e duit, alg 
Seriptim ift c, perverting the holy Scriptures to his Vet ceeper damot e Manh de 
tions asthele selearned and “afiehle d alodo, whiles they {pare not dduadčs nal dnomro 
to wreft and abufe cocheir wicked purpote that of the Preacher, Wore SECARSIp, 2 Per 3.46. 
him thar’s atose e: and again, Be sot rightvous over muh: and that poe ‘1 10. añd7.i6, 
EAN a 5 Cannas : SS f om, r2 1, 
of Saint Paul, Offer anto Goda reafonable fisice fy and F become ali 21 Cr. G. a2, 
things toal men g. Hence they thinh themfelves tefticiently fecured, How hail thee ery out one 
and flrowded from the dine of any fuch reproof as thisis ¢ plese dev wich Sewras the Em- 
themlelves in a cold and careleffe mediocrity in fpirirual! untters; aud DUES C anda jai éy nibi 
fearing nothing more then to be efteemed too precife, teliows af an odde Sani nen 
humour, and cngroflers of more grace then ordinary. Which unpu 
tion to decline and avoid, they hold that for Gofpel * ge oars 
diffemble is not in cafe to live in a common-wealith, whic 
Latine that Lew the eleventh of France would have hi 
And that they may keep correfpondency at once (as thev fondly dreat: 4. 
it) with God and the world ( fooncr then which, they may recon. 
fire and water, yea bring heaven and earth together,aid gripe thon: bozi ©" 
ina fift) theycan, Chamorleon like, turn thenfelves into anv okur 
acc: mmodate themfelves to any company ; and like the plene: Mercuis 
they can bee good in conjunction with good, and bed with bad +: 
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nature figuris. In quamcunque voles verte, deccrus ero. Propertius, 
Nnn 2 Such 


Joz The Righteous mans Recompence. 


— 


Such of oid were thofe Affyrian Colonies, 2 Kingz. 41. ther feurcd 
+t Redwald K.of Eaft Sax- phe Lord, and withall ferved their greu2 imsges *. And fuch forall 
ons, the firit of hisnation he world, were their fuceeffours the Samaritans, of whom Jofephus re. 
that was baptized + bur af- Cordah thatthe ld weather-cock-like, turne with the tine L 
terwards feduced by his COrdeth, tnat they could weather-cock thy, turae with the times 3, and 
wfehe had in the fel jame Guft fart, with the fea-man, tothe fung of every wind. The Jews, 
Cioppell, one Alur for while chey flourifhed, fhould betheir dear Coufins; but, iFat any tme 
Chrits rehgion, and Sae Under-hatches, they would not onccownthem Such alfo may thean- 
d P cs cient Nazarites teem to have been, who as the learned # conceive ) 
h Pro prsfentitemporum con- milled at tir by example of Saint Peters Judaizing at Actioch &, fell 
ditione marabiles Fofephu . afterwards to defend fih halting betwixe two religions, and fought to 
Quoties Judeos febener de- Pring in a miicellany of both. In deteftation of which new-bred herefie 
gre vienis egt ee eee Salle fafined upon. diem be the infamous name of Nazartes ) iti 
fe appellant, utpote à Jofeph S fos 'P E en avaries j aitis 
ozmundi : quam vergeesre Chorghe thatthe Church of Autech, procefling againitchac seat and 
hus adver pis coujlchat rel- ttle called themfelves Z by the(onee honorable but now among the An. 
ligint, alpina ihe ade hrilian routdefpeable m` naine of Cirift iens. such were the ancient 
SE pe tiete ey Fbisnites, and the modern Libertines, Nicodemites, Lamililts. OF the 
Sannen parahin __ former, Esfebims tells us, that they would keep the Sabbath with the 
k Gala ar, (AM 11.28. Jews and the Lords day with che Chriffiges : lhe men chat would feem 
m lt is notoiiouily kuo My to be of all religions, when in truth chey were cf none 2: Of the lare 
thar the mredi honourable zi : D’ 3 ; 4 . 
name ei Cluitiian is in Iraty $80, Cod" ia and many ethers complain,that they held it no finne co ferve 
zuda Rome auame of re- dels with their bodies anong Papitts and Pagans, fo they kept their 
proach, dud nfually abofed heart tree to God ; pretending for iheir pradtue, that counfell of Apo- 
nehme a oara uir chryphall Sarze, Chap. 6 Wixrefore when ye fee the mulitiac of pes- 
an a TT ple wojhipping them behiad wad tefore, [ay in yorr hearis, O Lord it x 
dorh. Franch Coil, Vefuicin thom thet oxghi eft onely to be Wo Lirpet. Such a Volititian was Ecebolns a 
fine ` ; _ OF old, and Laddusszs alate: of whom Heze teftifies, thas he had 
n Salta oi scl varil: rligiomm eplemeram, for every daya new religion, 6 bis ad itos, ab 
AE Ho te. illis ud hos leviter tens cu fe vins tranfjiens * ; to day a Papift, to mor- 
runt, Ebionst verè pauperes Ow a Protettant, in nothing fo conttant as in his unconitancy. And 
in agaitinne gloris Chrifli. havewe not now adayes ( that I may iome lower and nearer home ) 
aeaa (oad Weperatl more then a good many p, brats of the fame breed, beas of the lame 
rum ing'nia {> natuyamcon- litter, that and halting berween fo, In Mirungue paratt, warejole'd 
formans, &c Surat. Feekf. toeither, and ready to be any thing with che Stare. 1 hefe ask not of 
bit. £3 c-i 1.8uch alfo wete their father (faith a Divine) a tih bura fcorpion: for a tih would 
the Ee a kiude òf cech them to goonely forward, but a feorpion deth teach them to go 
e tani she kings reli- backward and forward. Like they areto Barnacles, faith Saime Asflin, 
gion whatever ir was, Brier- that are neither feh nor fh: to Bats, that are neither birds nor beafts: 
woods Enquiries ex Niceph. to the mongrell Hraclites, tów: [peki both Hebrew and Albdod J: to Ba- 
* Melchi-r Vitis exter 25. yay that could both bleffe and curfe +, to the fonnes of ijaehsr, mea 
p Heu quam multos tales mm 9 ee : ra parts È f J Titii 
dočhmå ium mor thus Samari- ‘Rilful/ ta the times f. Ufing religion for a cloak, to wear abroad, catt 
tams--imer Chriftianas bodie off at home; or to put on, oncly upon high-dayes, when they are to 
reperias qut etin religione funt conyerfe with their betters, as Jeroboarzs wite did her demure clothes t, 
TE P E when fhe wasto {peak with the Prophet. OF all which kind of perfons, I 
us, pro temporum vatione, fefe May jultly askas faces once of his lott Jufeph, heres the coat but where's 
inclinant, 8c. Buchal.Chronol, the nian u? a parry- coloured COat, a donbie mindest mas w, wajftuble 
4 Nehem. 33. 24, in all bis weyes, imprifoning the truth ia warighteanfint ffe x, and difen- 
(eis j bling it ever and anon for carnail refpects : palling in lis horns, with 

re A the fnail, for every pile of graffe, and ahamed of his Mafters cogni- 


t + King. 13. 2. & " k S 
u Gen, 37. 23. vance for every Hight counzerbla{t of diferace or danger. Oh deteftable 


w Janes 1.8. m theepifhneffe, and datardlineffe, tit for fich a doom, even to be turned. 
x Raa AWTS Our among dogs y and hell hounds. Fer the for ad, and unbcleving, 
rertnorres aud the abominable, aal murderers, &e. hall a'l bave their part inthe 
y Fev 22 1g, bremieg lake x: burthe fearfull firit. Lo chefeare heid worthy to be 
z Revel 21: 8, fetinthe front, and cto lead the ring-denee of tuch rebrokares, as thall 


be burPdinto bhell. ‘The Lord bolds alltuch whiteliver'd fouldiersin 
fuch tpeciall deteftation, that he will no: employ them fo far, as to break 
a pitcher. or to beara torch in his fervice x. And tor as many as are 
& Mark. 3.38. afhamed of Chrift afore men, he will one day beas this every whir, and 
as mach afoumed of them bifore kis Fathiry and the bie fed Angels b: 

at 


= 2 
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Gh eres ii 2 : ‘er i able mencivi syr- C2 bites 

ac what time he wiil make moft amp‘e relation, and alt honourable MENU ot A a 

ry bach Qacfiphoris as Was not albanwd of bes chaine, c but ted him hungry, cloat a- Awar, eer 

cd bannak d, vifited him imprifoned d &c. the geod Lord will grant them to finde s Rom ees 

murcy, nay glory aad honour and sramortality in that day e. fier. 3.14, 
2 a ` $ ” ; 

And laltly for ali luke-warm Laodicean- , profligate profeffours, and tempori- S araar 

zing Goipellers chat can tune their fiddles to the bate of the times , retolving to lipides euch 

play nothing but whatthe company calls for, the Lord will {pew fuch pardi es slieron, 

out ut his mouth, f astoolcathfome a mortell tor his nice ftomach to brouke or EEn r. 

; ats himi er: i igh. 41 Pews.8, 
beare wich. Now when a man fpues he gers him into a corner : fo will Almign- ee 
ty God rid his Nlomack of fuch into Hell. 44, taich he, ill cafe m: of mine aamin 
enemis, g will lay up this loachfome ftuff thar lies fo bard upon my fto- 7Revie 3 

> e ` any Mites «te meuhife 

mach which done, the devill, as adog, ftands ready waiting to liek up Gads 7 vihis crusa- 

vomit > bewaiks ay and dowa , faith St. Peter | tor the nonce ) fick e whom be be as 
= | : e hara nis ‘ PIE j fides, 

may frvatow down: b whence alo he i; cHewhere culled th great ped dragon i Urea, 

i a dragon for his cruelty, anda greatrid dragon, for the blood of foules he bath y Optimum off 
E ` ere A za x inteli red avain. alera fiai 

fuckz, and wherein he hath drenehe andeven dyed bintelr red again l l 

AB phef 8,15 

fGen 15.197 

m Matthew 2 


SECT. š l nieas 
4 with 
. 2 Tim.3 4 
Uir. A forcible Exhortarionto courace for Chrif, with fore kalps 2 Pet.3 3 
ere ! z 


0 Hoza. 
pipheisr 
o As Sujjon : 
l joy,” and ( for a fecond nfe ) be exhorted Aaka 1p: fis 

“I J Hole madneffe ler us all learn to enjoy, (for A leeondnie yn ae (teng à alien 
W to fettferioufly in baud with the practise of the moit ay: Ys a oo eta te 
neglected duty: labouring to fhine for.h in thete ev: aes K klea the a wee ack 
thie fhined cut ia the [moskie furnace: Llikethe bright ttarr ihar Hise is teh nn 
in the midft ot darkneffe : m nay like God bimtek who then dotu h beit We ks ga Samc2.2 
when menare at worft, » overcomm ng our evill with his good, and t fui = o 2610 
ring our perverfeneffe tu inte rupt che courfe ot his kivdnette. A G Ae a fr oe, 
here af God, as dear children, p let your picty and ne : en E i a i e Eomae 
when impiety and violence do mott prevail. Ler. your zeal za uiy iar cia itv wda- 
riftafis ) then flame outand break thoreuzh ail impedim:nts, W ren Does pes d T 
and oppugned: like lime which is k ndled wath water: like g ad that gl ters prt F 
moftin the fire: like therofe that fmels tweeter in the Hll thon upon che twk (EP 
Sa#/s malice ferves but to enhance Davids z'al: the iore e wa ine Martyr, i 
one, the more couragious was the otaer; As the coider theayre, the manerhe wi sm 29.9 


f ‘ ete phige: bea feat ES x Heb11.36 
fire {corcheth, aud a: the harder the weather th: more the tah icald-th. And Maes PLIZ 


what though David here truytor q from Su, and runa pite: x from -n “Gentiles chri 
and all rhat naught is from the abjects and bile compari as, Peat came ron wbout franos dize- 
him and made mosthesat him. f Misa brave thing todo weli and h ar ill, ¢ fad eo. 
that Heathen-Prince. And, Doe well and iwar tit is Weiten inon heaven gate, netandanes 
faid that Martyr æ once, that was haiting thither A ane publicsssato- 
Gods way was e ver evill-fpoken f, and fuch a. trodd it, as ma ee uta 
world, as David was of the Philiftin-Princes. 1 Bat wiat taith the fion vt vid, gy mun 
who bimtelfalfo was called traitour and Beels ue, and bue treedd of erta i HORE RE g3 Sini.4.23 
and fcourgings, yea moreover of beads and impo ef vim wt è? x i Us tae Ee: pee 
men foall revile youand perfeeute Jon, and foull fay ade eee ar cvil poe pes fet: 
for my fake, Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for Arai i ae coe oi Pn 
y Take up the reproach of the mad multitude ( that twak esni si fa eas ji 
know not, * having hearts as barren of graceas ALichels Wwemd ae ee ae f pef i 
and fay: Je was before the Lord z who bath done fuch and tuc 7 t eee ian 
me, and therefore if this be tobe vile, le be yet pine vie to you, eee a ae. 
more precioufly efteemed of God. Whar though you finde a non sae charg fib. 
fet in, or fide with you in this important wo.ke, in this tee Me a X aa 
what though a% men forfuke you, asthey did 5t. Parlat his firlt anftwer v andep- alike 10.43 


‘ . ;, dil Rand with theo. : rengthen 42 Tis .4. 
pearauce before Nerees triounall : yer the Lord will fand withtkec, and f ae. 18, 39 38 
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Henn thee, as he did him, jea preferve ae Jafe and entire to his he.iventy kingdom, 
Agarhara di- Life np the hands thercfore that hang down, and the ficbte huces: c yea lift up your 
crbamaryui eyes, and fee heaven open over your heads with Steves , d God and his holy 
faciscertami- Angels looking on and appiauding him: yea fee Ch ift himfelf ( that heavenly 
meus þræerant A sonorhet.st ) ttanding over thee, as there, ¢ and holding out unto thee an immar- 
ents celuibl: crown with this infeription, Vincenti Davo. To bim that overcom- 
Ff Rev. ar, mth, wil granat to fit with mein my throne, cuen as laljo overcame and am fete 
g1 Peng down wiih my father ia bis throw. f in coufidence of which high prize, letthe 
duagavTO- fines be encouraged , Zojhza-like, to advance forward in a koly fingularity, 
i liken withall fiwese content, and undauntednefle of tpicit , toward that incorruptible 
thongh they and untadable g crown above: not {wimming down the ftreamof the times, 
growinthe por being carried along by the {winge and {way ofthe place where theyl.ve: bur 
lea yet remain Jike fifhes retaining thir naturall tweemefe in che fale fea: * like Salamanders 
the colourand 5 ee P : ; 

brightne: of | Unfcorchem the fhe: ike oyle that will overtop all other liquors, bet not com- 
heaven Conf. mingle: * ever holding a conftent countcrmotion to the ceurfe of the world, and 
* Orcus jlavi- che corruptions of the time; thatamidft all, you may keepa gocd contcience, that 
vibes nicheit treafure, and deareit Jewel, as Oue faich well} chat cver the heart of man 
nec Penens © Wasacpuaiated with. : 

recipit fed 

taftar olei faperatranten brevi Spatio portatum abdicat, nec penales aynas, Dirifque genitas, argenteis fuis aquis mifcerr 
permite. Solin, 

b esod.23 2. 


oa To help you bersin” for itis a duty fg cateft d.fficulry ) rake thefe few rules 
tisine paucas WA dueCions. Lirit, prefe npon your coutcinees the b rmer precepts; Follow 
anguflam iam yoramelanide b &c. with che ref above reot:d: confider withail che equity 
ambutanes and reafonablenefle of thofe commandements : tor there is not any one law of 
ee Aug. God but us holy and jeft uad good, i could web.tiee into it, Wio cannot fay 
Major pars that the greater part overcowmeth, the br eter, and that the meft are ever the 
meliorem vine works and fhalt we go againit common tenie, and univertail experience ? Befides, 
cat.Non poja- che tur ipturesare plain in this point asin allether, fimply necetla y to falvation ) 
pater fe Mi. tell.ng u- thar the way to beil is bread and weil beaten: and the may goin theres 
fossdy tampiu- at. But oh bow fraiche is the gare, ana ns-vow the waz thet leadis to life, and 
rest inter cos pow few there be thet hadeit. k Chrilt- flock baih ever been found a little flocks 
prorfus non ap- é thinding, asthe bott of Hrad, like two keds Rocks of kids : whinthe wicked 
p: atea iat ( on to’ther fide ) like the Aramits, Nl the county. æ Thisthe pwblind Philo- 
Phal 47. fopher could tee,and therefore izy, Sepindum cnm pazes tm and D gogenes thought 
AMar7-14. he fhould everdobelt, when he did katt what the meftdid, And Cu fizzy coun- 
on sen M. fk usin hisepittles. Fives pasci, &e. Live as thole fewelt live; thart with 
vetuffis codici- P : ake . z 

bus legitur the few yemay be found in the kingdome ot heaven, » Ir was a brave anfwer of 
zsm idp Liberissan orthudox Bifhop in the primitive tines. who when he was prefled by 
Theophylallus the Emperour Coajtustices to torlake the trith, and vote for Arrianifme by this 
Te pois argument. o Qvora parses tu orbis terrarium? Art thou wiler then all the world? 
es Pak * He very honettly and ditcreetly reply’d, ihe truth is'no whit prejudiced by my 
tiesto ita forip- falonenelic in tanding out: asm-ch olim tres fotum Se, for of old alto there were 
tumelfet three only that would withftand the wicked edict of the king of Babel, And re- 
eer marka le is the fpeech of Needs the firk, Bithopot Rome to AZichsel the Empe- 
L Luc. 12.32, rourofConftantinovle. p 7t matters not ho fonal riw number be, if gaily : nor how 
crovioy. great, if ungodly ; lìth multitudeand Antiqaity are but ciphers in Divinity, and 
eee not much to be ftoodupon, turther chen they will bear waigntin the ballanee of the 
ge Sanctuary. q- 

nat cum pau- 

cis inveniri merearis in regno dei. o Theodoret, lib, 2. cap. 16. * Xali undip, perfirepunt, Quare fic vivis ? Tua folus 
chriftranus es, yuare non facis quod faciuni alijs Aug. in Pfal. Dementia eft-te folum in doélrina religionis majerem cfe lucem 
confecurum putare, quam tot hominum millra multis jam feculis videre potuerunt fae, Malvenda apud Senarchenumin vite 
Johan Diazij p Numerus pufilus nonobeft ubi abundar pietas, nec multiplex predeft ubi abundat impietas. q Non numeran- 
da fuffragta feil expendenda. Non numero hsc judicantur fed pondere.Tull OF. r Luc. g. 23. Awagyugase with a floutand 
conftant de- 

pea Secondty, ftudy that great bur much neglected art of {elf deniall ;, and learn 
urresfonable to.fay peremptory 7 nay to any whether perfon or thing ( sheegh never fo deare or 
arequeft.  delighrfull ) that would cocle thy courage for Chrift, or cail che: cd moft 

avoury 
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ee O eee eee 
favoury courfe, And firft, if carnall Reafon come in and offer to obtrude charfCrambe bis 
twife-fodden colewort / of hers ( perfwading thereby to apolitick forbearance of pofita fæter, 
forwardneffe by che fear of what may follow ) Be nst righteous overmuch, neither see ae 
make thy felf over-wife t q. d. be diicreet and wary, and {tand not fo ftri@ly Up- u Mat.16.24. 
ontearmes of confcience: wy foorldft thou deftroy thy feif? why Mhouldit thou w Eccle 7.17 


incurr the needleffe danger of envy and vexation, by thrufting thy felt over-eager- Sce Pemble in 


ly into obfervation ? Stop thine cares, I fay, to this fubtle enchantreffe, z and sian zi 
rather harken to the voice of Gods {pirit in the verfes immediatly following. Le y Deur 33.9. 


not wicked overmuch ( hichhe, in oppofition to that former, Be aut juj over- z Mat. 15.22, 
much w ) q. d. He that flackes , andremits buta little in goodneffe, and | for his latag GZ 
owne eafe and honour ) qualifies it, though but witha littie degree of badnefle, “my father 
the fame is wicked, and over-much wicked: Neither be foolish (in oppofition to fined wee. 
that above-faid, Be nor wife over-much ) asallare, that temper {piricuall wifdome ping on his 
with carnall pollicy: for why foouldft thon dye before thy time? towit, byan un- ines pelts 
feafonable death from Gods hand; then whenit were better for thee co doany motes fang 
thing then to dye : fith frer deaththere is jxdgement, and hell-fire, and sli tobe ing on my 
paffed thorough by the poore foule. This is the voice of heaven, wherewith ye neck behind 
are to fill and ftop the mouth of that wifdomc which deftendeth not from above, bi: WE ah 

ws earthly, fenfual, devicifo. æ me ae 
Next, for carnalltriends, deny your felf alfo in them y if you meanto keep the ground, 
in with Chrift. They’le be ready enough wich Peter z to prompt you ze be goud mn over my 
to your felf, and not refhiy torun the hazard of a fingularitan, to your I know not aoe aid 
how great difgrace and difadvantags * &c. Foracounter-poifon, confider : is ger my eh 
there any friend to Gud? or any foe to him? Did not Eli pay dear for difplea- thereby to ” 
fing the Lord, to pleafe his children « ? and had it nor like to have cot Afofes his tn to Chrift, 
life for forbearing to circuincife one child ( as he had done another ) for angring his oe calls 
wife 6? Teli menot here { fhallbe mockt, and hooted at, if I refufe tobe fafhio- 4 Sane cp. 
nable. why, what ofthat? ifalame man laugh at thine upright walking, wilt See the flory 
thou therefore hale * ? if dogs bark and bounce at the Moon, fhall fhe therefore OF Rebezies 
hide her head, and ceafe to fhine any longere ? David became the drunkards "¢Prench 


fong, and aby-word among the fons of Belial, who came roued about him, m.i- Monte 


king mosths and mowes d was he evera whit the worfe man forthat 2 Did not 4 Exod. 4.24- 
Paul hear Peftje Elifba baldpate f our Saviour hienfelf Conjurer,traitour,mad-maue ob 


So true is that of Chry/offome, Mad finners cenfure all for mad that come fhort of fol 
themfelves in madneffe ¢. A very Philofopher could pitty thofe chat fet himat oe 
naught, and count it his honour and happinefle to be defpifed by the many h, And * tiavdae 
Seneca’s enemies could not fatter learn to raile, then hetonegled. i 3 Deny your bili 
felves further, in your liberties * with Adicosish who would not biaffe for any ep 
mans pleafure, nor voice with the reft of 4545s parafiticall Prophets, though he ¢ Enperagit 
were fure to kif the ftocks for his ftiffaetfe, and there to be fed with hard-meat, curfusfurda 
till the kings return in peace. Deny your felve» 'aftly in your lives, if call'd unto it. Prana fuos. 3 
Whar cared the three children for Nebachadnezsars wrath, burning {even times $ Rasa 
hotter then his furnace k? kill them be migh. poffibly, * burt them he could not L, ronse, 
and that made them fo refolute, For he that truly fearcs God, and thinks upon bis ,a botch. 
aame, dreads no danger, * fearesno colours, denyes hin{elf utterly a takes Chrifts fe one 3.. 
croffe upon his fhoulders, a tagot in bisa:mes, and bis life ia his band, a and io bild:paiė is. 
refolves to follow Chrift thorough thick and thin, thorough fiie and water, poi- Eliah did þe- 
fon and fword, orany thing elfe that ftands in his wav. * fore thee 
Thirdly blow up thy finaller fpark into a flame of zeal; which is an extream E a 
heat of all the affe&ions, love, joys defire, indignation, deteftation, and the reft Pfanus siderit 
This as it will make us come off more roundly in Gods hardeft or hotte?t fervices, g fuis non 

‘Injanit. 

b Tòra- 
portern Tay mAy. i didicit ille maledicere, dy ego contennere * Yamin påfon rill Tam in prifon faid 
Sincere Saunders, AS. Mon. p. 1358. t King. 22. 26, 27. k Dan 3.16.19. l occidere pates, kedere non 
poteft. Parus de Nerone apud Dion: Caff: * Mibi vita eripi potefl,at non confeffio veritatis. Bafil. « Mar. 16. 24. abdicat 
Semetipfum, dy perinde habet atque fi nihil ad fe pertineret, Beza n 1 Sam. 19.5. * Hic estille Farellius gui nullis dificulta- 
ibus frađus, nullis minisy convitiisyverberibus denig; in flittis territus dye. Melchior Ad. invit. p. 115. 
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o Rom. 12.18. 


Ceorres,buy-, 


Jing. Ic is faid 
of Baruch in, 
repating the 
wall of Jeru- 
falem he re- 
paired ear- 
ncitly 5 or as 
fori: read irs 
Se accendit he 
fired himfelf 
from others 
chilnefs, and 
fo finhed his 
padon ina 
iherter tine. 
p Plal.119.139 
q Pial.69 9. 
rPfals39.2t, 
22. Vole so. 
word Soleo- 
demi inere mè- 
ahit qua niwnc 
Meat ecxf jue 
nanquam fovie~ 
raten cain 
Xyrxe caibie 
mas facedam. 
ap. Fiut, 

J Rev. 2.2, 
evel. 
Avaritiz n- 


` 


The Righteous mans Recompence. 


( jerrent in fpirie ferving the Lord o, faith the Apottle ) fo it will kindle it felf 
from otherscoldneffe, fharpen it felf from ethers dulneffe, quicken it felf from o- 
thers Hlowneffe and heavineffe co duty: like asthe cold of the air makes in us our 
naturall hear the ftronger , and as water cauleth the firein the forge to flame the 
fatter. See an inftance of thisin David: Ay zeul, faith he, barh confumed me, 
becaufe thine cacmies hath forgotten thy p word. Lo, his anger fo burnt againft the 
finners of ius time, that itear him up q, yea it inflamed lis very hatred. So far 
was he from running along with them, that he abhorred them in his heart: fpr 
do not I bate them, O Lord, that hate twee, and am not { grieved with thofe that rife 
xp againfl thee ? I hate them with perfett hatred, I count them mine enemies r. Da. 
vid knew weli that patience in Gods caufe, and in cafe of his offence, was but 
blockifhneffe ; moderation, mopifhreffz ; connivence, cowardize ; and that mad- 
neflz here was better then meeknelfe: which made him hate fuch wicked ones as 
{poke againtt God, and took bis Namein vain, with perfection of hatred : and not 
make dainty upon any politique refpect, to caft down the gauntlet of defiance co 
the faces of them, asliis uticr enemies. Mow the blefling of God light on that 
Good heart thar hath a fomack ( as David, end tLe good people in the Text had) 
agiinft Gedsdifhonour. Dut ’usa fearfullcling, anda fore fisne of a fpirituall 
declenfion, when Chriftians can comport with Gods encmizs; and difeett their 
oaths and other outrages, with as much ca'e, as che Oftrich doth the hardett iron, 
rhe angel of Ephefus could'nor zbide them that were evil,nor away with thofe coun- 
terfeizs,that called themf-lues Aoftl.s,znd were none f, and is highly commended for 
it: though otherwite none or the forwardeitr, When che contentious Corinthi- 
ans heard caraall, for comming fo near, and loohing fo like the wicked, that they 
could hardly be diftinguithed. wire je nor carnal, and walk man? A foul 
fouleina Chriftien. 


mine taxari videtur bonus alioqui Epifiopus. Parews. Si fuie Timetkcus nt quidam contendunt,dyc. ifver.¥.0 1 Cor.3.3. 


KAT di poroy ree: me TEE. 


w Heb.3.1, x Ephefq.r. ding w, and labour to wal sody s, ti 
Colof. sro. a Thef. 3.12. 


J TTetwray. 


ade Heb.13 18 : ad 
Sie. Rom 13.13. fuirabiencfe appertaining OI 
cuTezaisy Tit, 2.3. 
ations TR Yig. Thel 2.2. 
axeCaEpn $16. rue 


Latly, Think fadiy and feriouly une chine beb and heavenly cal- 


‘ Le Apoftle often ex- 
horts x: And know, that God wii Gee ture trom others which he will 
nocabidein bis own, Every cabling hath a Decovem, 2 fcemilineffe, a 
A Gentleman kath another manner 
of behaviowr then a fevihen, a Courtiertken a Carter, a Prince then 
a pefane: and tofhould a Chiittian too, then another man. He fhould 


D cis axpoy Date, togo Cemean himfelr ross, benwly, gethenly z, worthy of God, ard as bem 


to the urmoft of a rhinpe 


aEphefs 3. 
cEph,s.13. 


dRev.12.12, 


commith a faint a, acitizenuc heaven, and-a burgeffe of t? 


renew Je- 
b¥ph 219. rufalem 6: Not clowntialy, 


tnworthily, bafely feolithly c, like an in- 


eMat.24.st-rt ects cust habitant of the carta d, or airee-Lolder ot hell e. Greaceft States afford 
f Tidhiciing orina minia Jeaft liberty f, and therefore are fi ch worte (laith that Yather ) though 


licemia. Saluft in Cat. 


g Ilesdzteriores fomusquit fome fingular thing 6 that Go 
meli-res efe debemus. salvi, 


they be no worfe then others, beca le they ought co be becter g. itis 


d loons lor from his people; and that 


hb Mut 5 47.73 72 merear? whichis excellent, extraordinary, and above vulgar peliibility. Should 


ANch-G.rkiSaméicyr (Hehe manas I fhe? said good Nekemnb i. qed. 


l2 Sam.6 8. mbeviv1e 3. Gods Ark in a new care, and bear no further of him k 
n Aut a mhis, aut in nos Aug, 
Kecpiag their ee which tie Lord bach faid, Jad be fomibifivd in nli them that draw near 
p le. v 


Eke a pear! in 


Though other men 
laply may, yet i may ner do it: though the Phihitines might carry 
> yer it raed at- 
tempt fuch a thing God will mahe a breach upon them 2. Thisisthat 


o blilzos p Quiinexcel. #710 me m, Sanctihed he will be, ene way or other; either inus or 


fo atzienaganteoum fata uponus n. 7? iis fure, he will be no lofer by us: 
cundlin vialer ecucre, Salut. 


ad Cafarem. 


q Ormniumocnii inte funt ran? 
ver fi Som. Seip. r ler 20.10, WC.) P+ f i i 
fimimriusarres Wer 2.2 iy bodies, foin the faints of God: nothin 
They ue norebferved thar 
z but if any 


doas che moh 


as he Should be ina high 
degree, fhould zor we be barmeliffe and blam leffe, the fonres of Gad, 
withosst rebeke, inthe mid ft of acroeked and per 


verje gexeration amongst 
when We fureus? threo, 


fo thatthe Sun may gounfeer, as foon as 
And as the leat aberraion is quicMy efpted in rhofe heaven- 
g they do efcapeth fight 


and cenfure ; allis marktard oblerved q. 9 hey watch for my halt- 


p ae © * ~ $ 
vary fromthe meiirude,all “8 7 > faith [ren as thole that would defire no better fport: they 
eyecare upou him. Bilop pore and pry j into every particular, if haply they may take us. trip- 


Hells Contemp, 


ping in any thing + they fearch into our whole converlation more nar- 
rowly, 
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rawiy, more thoroughly, then Laben once did into luceds [tuffe r: ready prel, 1Gen. 3134 
and prepared co blaze, and blafpheme for the leaf} flip they can lay hold on, be it etait 
bur in arafh and indiferest tpeech that falls from us, or thelike. Now what a eee aes 
glory is it to {laughter envy ic fel? to Rop an open mouth > nay to reprove their 7z Th 
darkneffe by our light z, their covetoufielfe by our contentednetle, their pride by Tizan. 
our lowlinefs, their pecvithnefs by our patience and peaceablenelé, &e. and fo to Taf inus martyr 
cathe them with their own fhame w, by our unblameable behaviour, thar they E 
fhall felf condemned v rernra and difeern Letween the righreons and tko wi trdiand anum pr PE 
be forced to teftife of us, as Suul of David, chat we are more rig bhreons then they y. in vita, con~ 
thisis to Msne as lights z inthe world, Herein indeed, like the Sun which alcheugh fiania em 
wicked men may at fometimes hate, becaufe it ditcoverech their deeds of darkneffe, Meine 
yet are they fo convinced with its beauty and excellency, that they cannot for fyywain preji- 
thame {peak againit it. terentur do- 
Now to windup allina word : Look to yesr fidues that we lofe not thofe things sda dail rm 
that we bave wronohi, but that we receive afuallyeward a. The vids of tie World, J tanaj 17 


pot every age worfe then other, and (to go no further } thus then the lalk *2 Do 
not diverfe among us fall from the love of the Gelpel? is not religion turned, 
with many, intoa meer formality and policy 2 our encient heat a i 


a ees age 
ind forward- 


oe Mat. 24.93. 
toe depths of Satan, as they jirak, but this, Theat which Ye have alri 9, hold fof “itis remarke 
till Chrifi come f. And feeing yeknow thele things before, neke heed ft ye alloy a E Mr, 

: aot ` . as Sars ox relates of 
iring plecki away With the errour of the wicked, fail fra Jor Wa flredfafine fe Z. our Ancefinss 
Take heed that ye prove not, with the Prophet Efay, ra of polluted lips, by li- evenin KH, 
ving among a peopie of polluted fips k: thatyelzarnnocto fvear, with lofeph i, Stime: Gerres 
by converfing with (wearers: and to carfe with Peter m, by being awhile among ae 
the ruftianly fouldiers. The worfe any times are, and the leffe comfortable, the Chriftian days 
better fhould we be, and the oftener in Gods prefence #: therefore walking ex- feomed mach 
aitly o, (or, asina frame ) aad redeeming the time, bya redoubled diligence in fipericur to 
allholy duties, becwafe the dayesareevil. Letothes jieange p aad weader.what’s sane ea 
“come to usalate, thatwe refufe to ran with thins (as once) istothe fume exeeffe of peared ‘by, 
rior: fay thou tothy felf *; Better go tn heaven alone, and with theill will of their fittir 
my neighbours, then to hell with never fo much company, and with the love of -all upall right 
the world. But indeed ye are not alone, however it may feem fo ( asit did once heaves 
to Eliss q): for ye have many fellows abroad , ver Erethrea and companions in Tofee ilicit 
the kingdom and paticace of Iefus Chrif r, who will be read y, as here, co joynwith travels ear- 
youin fpeaking often one to another for mutuall ediiication, and encouragement *. net feekings, 
Befide thofe other alfo above, ( whom you may fee by the eye of faith ) the crow- die 
ned and glorified Saints, I mean: allwhich trode the fame tract of holineffe with watchings, 
you, have gone to heaven alone, and been hated for it /: 


yer is noc any one OF fect atkm. 
them heard now to fay. Oh what fool: were we, when cine was, to be fo ftriét and Plies, love. 


confcientious, to ftand upon fuch nice points, to fequelter our felyes from the cor- bien 
rupt courfes and companies of others + , to deprive and abridge our felves of the faith fall mar- 
pleafures of fin, and delights of life. &c. Oh, no fuch word is ever heard to fall ring with ihe 
from their holy lips; but they rejoyce rather, and infinitely exult and glory inthat iy 

God, .that gave them an heart to do as hath been faid, and in thofe rivers of ex- intelei 

quifiteand unmixed pleafures, with the which their good hearts are even inebria- dayes “f iree 
ted #, and (in a fober fence) made drunk again ; whiles they continuaily behold his pret: tien io 
face, with whom they once walked in the ficth, asa man with his friend. In who e Ai ee 
prefence ts the fulue/s of joy,and at whofe rigot hand theve a 


w EE eR oy 
EELU dion, olge 
m Mar. 2474. n Mic hiz.6.7, o due Cee 


re pleajfures for evermore w, 
Church.fol 750. f Rev 2,24,25. g 2 Per.z.17. k Efay 6.5. / Gen.go.18 
Ephefis.15. p Eevilovras. 1 Pet.4.4. * To walk with God is a precious praifes thareh none do ir bur my fell tae 
to walk with man, with the world, wih a town, or rarifh ia wicked wayes, isa deadly fing though imboug doit te 
fides. B Babington upon Gen. 6.8 q 1 King19.10. r Rev.r.9. * Clouds of wimedies thowlands therlnds e f bea 
and every of them worth ren thoufand of others, as St Chryfoft. fpeaks, Hom, 26. ad Pop. Antioch. f Jul. 1s. 1g 
P2C0nG6.17 u bray uwan. Joh2.10. Hag. 1,5, w Pfal. 15. ule, cH 
CHAP, 


| 


ss Saas aes vee a at Gan ae A re eh a a ere So a a a 
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* Canica 
coriis ex fenfu 
mati intanise Dotter, UL, of the feverall forts of Feares, and That cvery fait full Chriftian 
oe " Hine l Jearcth the Lord, 
G. sci Selva . 
E ghy F3 ith rto of che Daty here petiormed, as touching the fir ft circumftance, to 
quad peafi ge A awir of time, noted in the particie Thea: The fecond fellowes, and that’s 
airingi Nazi- of perin, whe they were that thus ipake often onetoanother, And thele come 
HZUALT Lore decribed unto us, unde: a double notion, firftas frzring the Lord, fecondiy, 
*Tebeing ® hinkiag spesha Name. As to the firtt : t Fuar { ina genera'l fence ) is no- 
with Chuitas Ching slie vur analtestionot tue foule th-inking in it felf trom fome Imminent evill, 
withachi-  Liereatthe.eare three forts ulually reckoned, 1. Natural. 2. Carnal. 3. Spiri- 
ftal glas foll tual 3 he fit of chefe we cannot juiily fult, if it donor desenerate into the fe- 
E cond: f reverything, by an inin étof uncor:upted Nature, achres the conier-, 
purchowloe- Varia; ittelf, andfeares the contrary. You may fee an inftance of it in our blet- 
verighe fha- {¢dsaviour- wha, to man:teft himfeifa tree man, fubject zo like paffions with 
ken, P. B. n, yetitit without fin, * trembled atthe ayprclinticn and approsch of Deuth, 
Which i to nature ofall rerritles the moft terrible, as the Vhilofopher ” : and rke 
* Ariflar. king ef feares as Iob defines it. a Tohim, you mutt needs think, it was fo ( if 
Ethic, 13. ever to any ) whofe foule fujpeved the very Joule of fufjerines, as one expreffcth 
4 lob 18.44. it, » Which made him ejir up prayers and fupshe.tioss wiih fireng crying and 
tests to him tiat was able to face him from death 5 and wis heard in that 
Purchas Mi- he feared. b 
ee “Next, there is a carnall feare, and thatis of the Creature * more then the 
c Nehe. 6.32. Creatour, the great, the migory, aad the terrible God c as Nehemiah files him. 
* Majore for- ‘tarif th partly from want of faith in the power and providence of the Almighty: 
ae ee the Apofties were therefore desi carnally-fenrfull, becaule caroisee petty-fidiias 
se rfealé fants ds Partly allo fram want of Spirituall fear, tothe which there- 
ipreatie,  foreit is ufually op xefedin holy feripture, ay iathatofourSaviou- Ferr got them 
qian fede ge hl rh boty coe. Lat fiar hing which ajeer be bath Ried, buch power to caf? iite, 
K e Epy ao test fear lars c. 
4 


Una 


ON sear: itant charter of a true Chriftian, and a piain diltiagtive note, w hereby to difcern 
e = bermera the righteous and the wicked, bctiwien bim that fevtethGod, aad biz that fer- 
ieh zar verh bins nor. What may we learn hence tur this ? 

i iuad Zara, That every faithful! Chrittian feercth the Lorg, neither is he any truc fervant 
gua parit, of God, that hath not his heart potleft and teafoned with the fpiricuall revercntiall 


See 
Dae” teare of God. 
Seer. t. 
The Deétrine cleared, and confirmed by Scripture. 


Tr truth of which Affertion will foon appear, ifwe take notice how the holy 
{cripture 1. conjoynes God: fe-vice and his fear, making them go hand A 
hand, 


` that they feared God and efchewed eviil, u for by the fear of the Lord men depart from 
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hand , as individual friends and companions 2. confounds them and takes them 
for one and the fame thing. 3. gives it ordinarily fora juft defcription of a godly 
Chriftian, that he truely feares the Lord. 

Firft, you fhall finde Gods true fervice and his holy fear go coupled and hand- 
fafted in {undry {eriptures. Some few fora taft: Now therefore fear the Lord, 
faith 7oféx2 in his laft farewell to the world, and firve him in fincerity and truth m: 
intimating that there is no fincere fervice done to God, where his fear is not ™Joth.24. 14 
fcund. Sothe Pfalmift, Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce before hime with a 
revirence x. Fearthen, muftbe one thing in Gods works, and reverence ano- henes slg 
ther, whatfoever bethe third. Indeed it is the firft iecond and third in Gods faid of Elocu- 
trucfervice *. Hence, the Apoftle, Ler ss have grace, faith he, whereby we may tioninan 
fervs Ged acceptably with reverence and godly fear. o As who fhould fay ; A fear- a 
tefle heart is certainly a graceleffe beart : neither let fecha man think that he fhall iust@ere que 
ever receive any wages at Gods hand for fach unacceptable work ; fith difpleafing parit evaigs. 
(:tvice is a double difhonour. izy. 

But {econdly, as Gods true fear ard fervice are in fome places of fcripture con- 
joyned,fo in other fome they are confounded and indifferently taken the one for the 
other as tearmes convertible. See for this De#t.6.1 3-compared with ,AZar.4.10.and 
again Aat. 15.9. with Efay 29.13.whereupon Solomon the wife makes this fear of 
God the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and ctheend, the firit and laft in 
Gods bufineffe. The bafis and beginning ofall he fets it for, inthe beginning of 
his Proverbs p : the end and upfhor of ail he concludes it, in the clofe of his aes 
Ecclefiaftes. Ler us bear the end of all, faith he, Feare God , and q keep his Peer ei 


: me : Hoc eft enim 
commandements, for this is the whole saan, x as Broxghton ( after the valgar reads totus homo, 
that text. Ergo fi boc eff 


Laftly , to perfwade this, the fcripture ufually defcribes a godly perfon by this ieee F 
property; fets him out by this periphrafis, not only here in the text, but afew of homo Bera, 
verfes below chap. 4. 2. But unto you thit fear my name (fet in oppofitionto the fuper Cant fer. 
proud and wicked ver. 1. asthefe here to chofe ftout rebels ver. 1 3. 14, 15, ) 2% 

Soall the Sun of righteon(neffe arife cc. So elfewhere up and down Gods booke. 

Men of Ifrael, faith the Apoftle, and ye that fear God give andiencer . Aclofe 7 A@.13.16. 
connexion you fee: for All that are M/raelites indeed, Jews inwardly f do fear [Rom.2 29. 
God, according to that of Selomon , He that walketh in bis upri iehexelfe feareth the ate oie 
Lord £. Whenceit is pinn’d as a badge upon the fleeve of every faithfall Chrifti- Aion 
an, as of Jeb ( for inftance ) in the old Teftament, # and Cornelizs in the New, 

evil, Pro, 16. 6. The fcripture then is expreile for us you fee, that every 

fervant of the Lord feares the Lord: Neither need we want Reafons for it 

whether we look upon this holy fear in its 1. Caufes 2. Confequents 3. 
companions. 4. cont:aries,the oppofites I mean, in either extreames. 


SECT. Ile 


The Do&r. further confirmed by Arguments drawne fromthe 1. Canfes, 
2. Confequences, 3. Companions, 4. Contraries to 
the true fear of God. 


Fe the caufes, firlt, the principall efficient caufe and authour of this reverential Reaf. 3: 

fear is God in Chrift,by the hand and operation of the Holy Ghott; whofe fole 

work it is to {piritualize that natural afe@ion of fear,common to all mankinde:and 

(by putting it into a right frame,turningit into a new channel,that it may thence for- 

ward run forth-right upon God)to make it the fear of fons,the fear of Gods clea, 

Partakers ofthe heavenly calling w & that Covenant of grace,one fpecial claus where- Heb 3.1- 

of is this,/ will put my fear into their hearts (tis a fruit then of Gods own fetting, 

and taken off the tree of life,for ‘they hal never depart fromme but I will rejoyce over 

them ro do them good, and will plant them in truth with my whole beart, ant with my . 

Whole fanle x. "Tisablefling of Gods own right-hand. Iwill pur my fear Gc. T, % let.32.40. 
i Qos 16 


: 


y Yoh.8.35. 
z Efsy 11.2. 


a Hof.3.vir. 
Pial.130.4. 

b Pfal.63.3. 

c Ecclef 7.26. 
Neoffendamus 
quem diliga- 
rus dy ne ab 
co feparemur, 
M. Sentent: 

L3 dif. 34. 
Real. 2 
Invia Dei a 


timove incipitur, 


ut ad fortiin- 
dinem venia. 
tur. Non ficit 
ta via fecvli, 
timor debilita- 
temita in via, 
Dei timor for- 
titudinem gig- 
nit. Greg. 

d Pro, 14 26, 
e Pro.18 10. 
f Deur. 28.34 
g Plal. 107.27 
4 Lue, 21. 26, 
aronLuxay- 
TOV. F 

ł 1 $a.25.37. 
k Eccl 8.12. 
l Pfal.g6 1,2. 
In pavidos fe- 
fient ruine, 
Hor. 
mPfal.x16 7. 
Quid timet ha- 
minem bemo in 
Jinu dei pofi- 
ts Aung. 

npl 3.2,5,6,8 
o Pfa.119.38. 
P Heb.1 1.27. 
q Pfal.16.8. 

r Pro, 13.13. 


JDevut.s 29, 
t Eccl 12.15, 


# Gen.27:33. 
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is emphaticall, and exclufive. q. .d I, andonly/. 2. Andncotacommon bleffin 
neither, tut fuchas he will beftow on his ownalone, with whom he is in fpeciall 
covenant: Thirdly, Andthis by way of infufion, thatall may be of grace: for 
he will pæ: his fear into their hearts: Yourthly, and for the beit end; all this is 
that they may never depart from him. For this is a fitiall fear,out cf ingenuity : and 
the firvast abideth not inthe houfefor ever: bur the Son abideth for ever, J faith the 
naturall Son of Ged that came out of the bofome of his father, knew all his coun- 
fell, at d upon whom the fpiritof the fear of the Lord refted for his members. 
Some other fuvordinate , and ieffe principall caufes aito of this grace in {peech I 
might here mention, as making to ourpurpofe : {uch as are 1.alively faith in all the 
glorious and gratious attribvtes of God,ef pecially his fatheily compaffion and king- 
neffe, a which isberter chen life,b 2. an a dent child-like affectionto God as a father, 
whofe difpleature we therefore fear and feel more bitter then death c . Buc thete 
with fome other graces that concur as principles to the conft:tuting af the right 
fear of God, i paffe for Lail, and come to the fecend Reston. 

And tht is taken from the effeéts and confequent: of this holy frav, and they 
alfo are fuch as fuite coly with Gods dear children, andare toand in none other be- 
fides. “Yountlance only in two of ther ( till we ceme to ihe Application : ) Firlt, 
Chriftian ccarsge, auc a confidente reliance upon Gods fatherly luve and efle@ion 
for fafety and ialvation. darhe fear of the Lord, faith Solmon, 1s Jflrong confidence, 
and his children ( fa ich only fear God, which isthe point in proof ) bave aplace 
ofrejuge, d what.vo ornebe tp, they have Ged name to repair unto for fhele 
tere Nowths Nusa: of the Lodia firong tomer, tie vightcous run to it aed are 


Jafe e: fate, Diay, i noe tiem the common difirndicn, yer furely from the 
common dificacti.u: thofe flinging frisbts, homilde eimazements, and woefull 
perplesitics, wheres irh che hearts of thofe chat fear nor God are miferably peftred, 
and even cater upm tos day of evil. Dhow foals be mad for the fiche of thine eyes 
thar thou foals fer, f faith God to fuch: And again, they fo. Mbe at their wits exds, 
g nay, at they lives ends for fear, and for looking after thofe thirgs that are comming 
port them. h Nulal forexample, whofe beer: coca dyed within him ten dayes be- 
fore he died upon the apprekenfion of his late danger : and he became as a {tone:. 
But now tis crherwife far with thofe that fexr God , that fear before bim. k Ged 
3 our refuge and osr ftrengih, faith the Church, a very prefent help in tronble, 
Therefore will ne aor fear though the carth be remoozed, and thenzh the mountains 
be carried izte the midft of the Sea L. See an inftance mw David, he having made 
God his fear, could fing a requiem tobi foule, m rock it afleep in aholy {ecurity, 
and not once be afra-d ter ten thopfaids of people that bed hemmed himin ard defpe- 
rately piven out, thatfalvation ir feif could not fave him cuz of their hands. 9 A- 
gainftall which blafpheunic, aud bravadoes of his enem es, be cxcoprcgeth himfelf 
in the Led kis God, and comfortably concludes the Vfalme, With, Salvation 2s of 
the Lord, and i have devoted my {elf to his fear, o thercfcre I cannot mifcarry fo 
long as he isin fatety. If a child Lave his father by the band, though he be in 
the dark, he tsnotafraid: fo1sit with us, whiles by faith (the mother of this 
fear) we fitand fechim that is invifole patcurrighthand, y to {upport and 
fave us. 

A fecond effect of Gods holy fear is a carefull thinking upon his name, a 
reverencing of the conzmendemsts r, aconfcionable endeavour of doing his whole 
will, to the obedience whereof this fear doth ftronsly incline and enable us : 
For which caufe it is, that the Lord having delivered bis law in great ter- 
rour, wifheth that the heart of his people might be alwayes fraught with his 
fear f ; which might be asa domelticall chaplaine, a faithfull monitour in their 
bofomesto quicken them to obedience. And the preacher in this refpe& com- 
prifeth in this one grace alone, all other vertues and dutyes ¢ becaufe it involves 
and carryes along with it a religious care of all the commandements though 
never fo harfh and uncouth, even to the denying of a mans {cif in all his felves. 
1. For his naturali felf : J/wac was reind in by this religions fear from reverfing 
Jacobs bicfling (though naturall affe&ion within, and Efus’s roarings without 
prompted him thereunto, bur, )he didnot, he duft not do it, becaufe he trem- 


entre 


bled with a great trembling exceedingly u, whennow he faw that he had done 


unwilling 
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nailing jaflice. | 2., For bis carnail isli, his owi cale, honour, comiat, pro- 
in aud other perionall refpecets and couveulences > iceaan Jozeb who ater he had 
kuowa the terrour of the Lord w in toe bear of che fea, m the Belly ot che whale, 
haw williag was be on h.s way to Nanvchw? sorne Prophet Bay atter he bid 
teceu Godia hsmay ity, was to tubdued be lus iear,to the obedience of his wih hut 
no fooner could the Lord fay, whom jodi ijeai? buthe teplycd, kere ene Sj find 
me j, though before he were wondrous enwiihng co fo un wecane aa erandi 3. 
intnstpiitadlilf, bis own wide itincing, judgement, realon, mean. Hira 
þari wovexceilenctat this: for a iubeleeving the prownife ofa fons aaverénce, Le 
cenjee taut the drynefie of bis own body, nor the deadnelie of Surab's wo ub: 
he cased not for thar, bur dencmg his Keaton esaitnd his taitb, giing glozio 
frl: & loin parting with bhin again at Gods appointment he Conjerved not Weel’ 
jh ant blood vas St. Pani {pcaies m another cate s) bat getting up eariy b ( which. 
dhoweed bis wikingnefle cn his way) he wentan cad with cite work, aad therefore 
head irom heaven; Wow 1 uow chat thoafeariejt me crte € 

4. Lafily in hi fecond felf, wile and kind ed: as fod, who rerined his ine 
tegnty, anda nysa hiatelf in his wicked wite that bad bin ceee God sad d; 
tor he teared Gud» and to cichewed that ewillaifo. ‘Phe dike we may fay of AZ 
the fervan.oftie Lord, who after he had met Godiathe lim, and was furpiized 
with his fear, noc centy cireumciied hs fon, though to the grear dileentent ov his 
froward wife, ¢ bus alfo ient lier away upon that occasion and trouble Ca iti; bkg- 
ly j tu ber father. boufe again ; who met lum ac diorged, ead rejfere! inm bas wife 
and childr. f Thus the tearofGcdfame aman co an univerlill telf-denyaii 
and wakes him wiliing co be whatfocver the Lord wo dd have himto be, ia every 
parcand pom: of dat, : tun wh.chl know nec y baciucer figne can be thewed cfa 
fanvtit:d deve. . l 

Thirdly for tLe companions of Gods ivar, they are fesh as do Mais [Uv 
tion g > whichis astar ren Uh ied das they ne rone fo iene Gads phe 
‘Theke are, . j 

Firit found judgment and faving knowledge ef Ged and his will, our flyes 
and our dutyes. Hence they are fet fo neer togerler in tie prophet. pe [pirit 
of kgowledac, andaf the few of the Lard i. And m the next verle, Vhis iame 
Gun bal ns che bim of quicr, nade ep eb: Lord, to difcerne 
of things chat be excellent: [reb os Say tits wea dd ever kaew , 
bm God heb veve de: thera 07 is ( thac defire so Woe wih ONG oy bk ) 
by thit fytcicof lus, thatfowcbah adti gi e: 
us (for a largefe ) to kpow the things tie s 
way iC is thar the feere of tse Lord is wib tlre 
(Gov ten? 


as deren 


25 b. 


2 
sey 


ov chins Mas Uke fired oy Gola, 
and God wes the Bear of Airs ; fetch me, fad the 
oracle, tecaj? soe hub nd wabkeid iliac cael; foure (rect siro Wow if A- 
brabon withheld not his tonnefrom God his Feare, iiall God withhold his {- 
cret from A rahas: his friend ? Noe: but bethat snow Gods mind with che tirit p 
when the biind Sodomits fhall not fee, til they feele beli rame down from heaven 
upon their hides ( as a Father fpeakes ) for taiic of cen fuch men as danih ws in 
five great cownfhips q that feared God, and thought upon his name. Jor rhe 
froward is abomun ironie the Lord, bar his f rered asa ihe vd uwos y. And the 
feare of the Lord is the begizniag of knowiedge : bar fuis (tor want of this fear ) 
dsfpife wildom, andinfiruttion f. — sh 
A fecond companion of this holy fear is fweetelt complacency, and all deareft 
delight in God and his wayes. This alfo isan adjoynt ot Gods holy fear, and an 
indulgence granted only tohis fons, and daughters. A goed man is kke agood 
Angell +, alwayes looking upon the face of God: and the more he lookes, the 
. more he loves, and the more he loves the more he teares; he loves in fear, and 
feares in love: that like as in God, mercy and truth mec together n, doin the 
child of God, loveand fear do kie cach other. By the firi their month zs filicd 
With langhter, and their bearts with joy w. By the fecond they arc troubled at his 
Ooo 2 prefence, 
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a ta ar a ee a ne ee ee 
x fob 23.18 prefence, and when they confider his abfence, they are afraid of it x . In re 
yPfal.2.0%  fpeĝ of borh, the Pfalmift faith, ferve rhe Lord with feare , and re‘oyce before 
ZGen.28- 17 haa vith reverence y. ‘Thefe two concurrein the godly in their journey to hea- 
ven, as they did in Jacob journying to Padan Aram. How fearfull is this place z 
faith he, where yet nevertheleffe he faw nothing but bliffefull and beatificall vi- 
fions. Or as they did inthe good women in the gofpell, who departed from 
aMar288 the fepulehre withfeare, and great Loy a . A ftrange compofition of two fo diffe- 
br loh, 4.18 vent affections : will you know a reafon? All other bafe-borne feare hath paine 
onlin: ia it b but this fear, that iffues from love, carryes meate inthe mouth ; for it 
tum babet is not anxious and tormentfull, but delicious, and comfortable. Hence feare and 
Tertul. joy are fet fo clofe together by the pfalmit. Blefed rs the man that feareth the 
on 1 Lord, und (at fame cime ) delighteth greatly in his commandements c (a practife 
dP al See proper to Gods free hearted people d ) And the churches are faid to walke in the 
e A&.9.31 teare of god, and in the comfort of the holy ghoft e . 
* Tonor viru- And here it might be eafie to enumerate and reckon up many more Companions 
atin i a of the fearof God, * fuchas are. 1. Humility for by hyaslity und the fear of 
ee the Lod are viches and honor andhfe g. 2.  Careof fincerity and cruth in 
gProv.22.4 Gods fervice: Now therefore fear the Lord faith Fokss, and ferve hin’ in fracerity 
biohh.24.14 aud truth h. 3. Hopein Gods mercy, for, Ler them that fesrihe Lord, truft in 
cae the Lord, faith the Pfalmift + . 4. Godly forrow for the leaft finne k &c. But 
Fuit lfephi it fhall fuftice, in this haft of time, and croud of matter, to fhaddow out unto 
vitacelum you the lovely traine of heavenly graces that guard and attend the true fear of 
quoddam luci- Cod in that on example of 7ofeph, a man Famous for this fear, and noe leffe 
conse eminent in the attendants and companions of it : as is well obferved by thae 
ornatum: erga divine Chronologer, in whofe words | will relate it. 2ofephs life faith he, was, a 
Deum quidem kind of heaven, gayly beipangled, and richly ttor’d with orient ftarres of excel- 
timoris ac pie- tant yertues. Bowards his good God, he fhewed forth all holy fear and piety : 
pina ial A toward his loving mafter , thankfulneffe and fideluy > toward his immodett 
choker:p.211. miftreffe, fhamefaft’neffe and chafticy: as touching himfelf, all godly wifdome 
* Ferrumin and continencie : Toward his father (after this ) tender re(pect and more then 
carcere tranfit Crorke.jike affe@ion: Toward his brethren, greateft mercy and tender compatfiion. 
Hgt oY In adverfity, none fo patient, *in profperity, none fo provident &c. And all 
Sedpeccatum flowing from this fountaine of Gods holy feare, moit eminent and exemplary in 
nontranfiituel Fofeph, if ever inapy, as ye all know thatare any whit vers’d in his heart- melting 
fanciavit con- hiftory. 
felena Laftly, look a while upon the feare of God in the Oppofiteon either hand, and 
eaf. 4 you fhall plainly fee that none but the truely religious holdech the meane. Ie is he 
that walkes in che middle way, though not without fome ftumbles in it, and ftrag- 
glings out of it otherwhiles, to theright hand or to the left: which yet he quickly 
perceives, and affoone recalles and secovers, Vhefe extremes are x. In the 
defect, a carnal fecurity and fenfelefnesin fin. 2. In the exceffe, an hellifh and 
flavith fear of God, asa judge, ortyrant, ‘Lhe firft of thefe is nothing elle but 
that bold venturoufnes, whereby graceleffe and ungodly perfons prefume to ruth 
defperatly, without fear / or wit, into fins of all forts: flattering themfelves with 
att falfe hopes of impunity m againft all the judgments of God denounced in the 
H Exempla word, and executed in the world * , yea though rheir miquitie be found to be bate- 
tragicis nonca- full n . Thefe the fcripture tearmeth fooles,to whom it is a paftinze to do mifchiefe o : 
rerulladomus. living as if there were neither heaven nor hell, God nor devill ; till ( coming at 
revgoss length to that dead and dedolent difpofition of fuch as being paff feeling do work all 
Hen vivuntho- wzcleannes with greedineffe, p ) they work out to themfelves their own damnation ; 
minestanquam and be made to fecle that unfupportable wrath and vengeance, which they 


mors are would never be drawn to fear or {tand in awe of. For, Bleffed is the man that 
quatut dye- 


pepe. the divine Juftice, hardneth his heart fhallfall into mifchiefe q , yea fhall fuddenly 


Tee be deftroyed, and that without remedy +. In executing of which dreadfull 
qProv 2813 fentence, though the Lord be flow, yet he is fure, his forbearance is no quittance- 
r Prov.29.. Boe although a finner, in high contempt of Gods heavy difpleafure, do evill an 
hundred times, and his dayes( through Gods infinite patience ) be prolonged, yet farely 

1 know, faith Solomon that it fhall be well with them that feare the Lord, a 

. epore 


feareth alwayes, but he that in a defperate boldneffe or Cyclopicall contempt of 


good hearts, as weake water doth fome thin fubftances, or as the bot sun doth the 


contrion and thankfulneffe, when he was once returned and fettted in Kartath-jea- 3 Sam. 7 6. 

geo Da fignam cxpi- 
aiienis ingui- 
tatim axte ~ 


do from his enemics - who as in profperity dee afe they have so chizgesgberejore they onis q d fint 


miniftry, nor mifery, nor miracle, nor mercy can pollibly molhfy < Whiclt is Caer 
the greateft plague that can befall a man out of hell, and the very next ftep nee oid 
mtoi oe : RM. 65.17 
Buc the fecond extreame, ftanding in as full oppofition to that fear of God, we a. Yuna ds- 
are treating Of, is, that f{lavifh and hellith fear and terrour thacevill fpiritsaad Atiæs. 
men conceive of God,whom they look upon only as an implacable fin revenging BOE 
judge, or tyrantrather, ready to reure ch: very kell ef ther tenisin funder a and aes - 
to fend them packing to their place in hell. Hercupon follows an caulcerare ha- 2 Tim.1.7. 
tred of God, ( according to that of the Poer, whom men fear they hare) adef 4 Bolig 6. 
perate running away from God, with Cera, Sl, Abicih b Sc. A Secret rifing ae 
up againft God,and an inward defire, that there were no fuch thing as God, that us. Osim ti- 
fo they might never be called toan Audit and account of their wicked wayes, and merem (pirat, 
finfull courfes, as they are lure to bein chat dreadfallday. Thisthe Uevilland Ter: 
his impes bclceve and therefore tremble cù (he Greek word feeines to imply P 
fuch an exceffe of fear as caufeth gnafhing of teeth like che clafhing of armour, ace ieee 
or horrible yellings like the roaring of the lea * The reafun of which outrage is petit. Ennus, 
rendred by eris liu. No finner, faith he, efcapes fear of Gods wrath, and all ¢ bm. 2.19, 
becaufe he can never ponibly fhake off Confcieace: which (being Mans fpie and + cele off me 
Gods overfeer ) if it be not defperately feared or fealed up fecurely with yisagiaiig 
a fpirit of flumber again(t the day of laugh -rdoth {ting the evill-doer( berwixe Mom: Iad: ú. 
whiles d )wich unqueftionable conviction and horrour. And thus tt fares ordinarily nee Euflach : 
with a wicked perfon. But now tis otherwite with the godly, when they are out ‘Ryu male- 
of temptation ( for then, you muft know, 1t is ega xez free ego with them : they fictum fine for- 
are not themlelves, neither can any right judgment, as then, be made of chem ) milinequia 
But ufually their hearts being psiifisd frons an evil conjeicwce e tbrough the blood nec fine vonfei 


of fprinkling f caft upon them by the hyfMop bunch of fah g , they have pesce Then aes 


‘with god their reconciled father in Jefus Chrift. \Whom therefore they love in reft day nor 


fear, and fearin love, wifhing nothing more then hisbeing Ler :be Lord live h , nighe, 
faith David ) asthe principle of their weil-being: foci zs good for mz to driw neer AL Se 
to Jehovah i : Into whofe prefence they therefore flee, as the doves unto their ech. ts 
windowes k > I willcome imothine honfe tu ine mehitnd: of iby merciesy there’s fi Peti.2 
his confidence, ard in thy few will 1 workin toward thiae boty ieauple, there’s bis Bom st 
reverence J. Loe thisis the guife of a godly perfon, whileshimfelf. He feares ? ore a8 
and loves, feares and hopes, feares and prayes, fearesand fealts  , feares and k Elay 69.8 
workes, yea workes ost his whole falvatiox with jea and trembliverand all becaufehe / PLYS.7 
knowes that “isnot of himfelf, but of God (a moit free-agent ) that gives both ™ lude 12. 
to will and to worke and allof his owa cond pleafuve n , as the Apoftle there en- le 2. 
forceth it. re 
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Seer. HE. 


OF cétions and Queries torch.ng the Fear of God, cleared 
aad wifivered. 


Objet. i any object here thar of Saint Jobs , Perfect love cafiesh oag 
a 1 Joh.4.28 fear o. 

Sal. . That is, (fay we for anfwer ) fervile and bafe fear, which love is perpetually 
Duo funt tima- purgingupon — {or as for fihall and friendly fear, it is never caft out, no not in the 
res Deis fervi- itace of pe: fection neither : for the very angels cover their faces and feet before God P; 
Ce as knowing their diflunce.. i : : % 
p Efay 6.2. But is the fear of Gods children here purely filiall, without all mixture of thar 

Qik. which is fervile ? a : : 

aif, No: norneeditbe. Yor firft, fervile fear ( | mean fear of punifhment ) is 

, good legall preparative to filiall, the ipirit of bondage to the-fpirit of Adoption: 
which it introducech, as the needle or briftle doth the threed that follows it 

Secondly, as it cannot be utterly cait out whiles we are here, fo it is of fingolar 
ule to a Chriftian in his way homeward : for being pa tly fef, and partly {pirie, ir 
is profitable for the unregenerate part ( which is a [lave and nota foune ) to be cone 

: tain’d in duty, and reftrain’d from tinne by the fear of Gods jutticy, power and pu- 
P a nifhments. And henceitis (taich One ) that the tear of God is fo much urged in 
ae dubis eft, °Ctipture: to thew a difference between mans tirft integrity ( wherein he needed 
attende quid no Other motive to duty then love) and the renovation of Gods image in us fince the 
diligas ¿cum fall ; which being but imperfe4, and in part onely, therefore hath God purpofely 
Pia es e fixed in us the affection of tear, and tanctitied it in his own,tu the reltraining of them 
quid timen; from fin, and provoking them to dutz. 
Ht amare dy ti- 
more Dei excitatus legem ejus cuftodias. Caf fuper Pfal 28. Dukis ge refus Daminus. Si amor Dei te tenere reg 


potel faltem teveat do terreat umor judtcbyncins Eehenna, lagnerm:r1i6, uslores myer ni, ignis urens, vermis corrodens dye. 
Hug. l 3. de anima, i 


Queft. _ Bow farre forth then may ic be lawivll to Band in fear of Gods wrath and 
judgements ? 
Anf. Divines determine it thus: wemay not fear the punifiment onely, and not the 


Thechief ob- offence, ner yet che pundkment duety, and more thenthe offence: but the pu- 
kania nifhment nwft be feared with the ofience, the offence being feared firft and moft, 
fia: a juft © And this is buth commanded by the Lord € hritt g, and commended unto us in the 
manisone ¢Xamplys of David r, Jojub F, Hivukkuk t, and diverle other faints. And che 
that feareth — reafon is ready rendred by Afojes. Who knowWerd the power of thine anger? even ate 
an ec cording to thy fear, fot thy wrath u: chat is, As any man fears thy difpleafure 
ee aa more or leffe, fo fhall-he feel it, as fome underftand that Text. 

then his own 

diftreffe : which appears, in that however Ged fpare him yet he will not fpa-e himfelf, he isa law to himtelf. Mat. 
10,28,29. 7 Plal.trg.i20. f 2 Chron, 34.27. t Hab. 3-16. u Phl. gourd. 


Secr. HII, 


ufe. x. Inform stioi. They thar fear zot God ore zot bras + aid whe tht fe 
are by iheir Character vur of Pfal. 36. 152,354, &C. 


Ufe. 1. No: for Ufe of this point : Js it fo, that every faithfull fervant of God, fear- 
eth God? hence then in the firft place, will follow, as a confe@ary, that 

all fuch as are deftitute of this reverential fear of the Almighty, are ( notwitftand - 

ing all their other commendable parts and properties ( to be efteemed rio better then 
gracelefle, and irreligious perfons. Herce it is fo often made the brand of a fonne 

of Belial, that there zs #0 fear of God bifore lis ces: and thisis purpofely referved 

in Scripture (after a large bedroll of orher abominations found in mens hearts 

and 
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item 

and lives) to the laft place of ail w; to intimate : thar the want of Gods r Ron yaa 
fear is the ground of all the forementioned mifchiefs, the mother of all the miftule À Ga z : 
inthe world: As inthatunjuft Judge, (for inftance ) who was therefore unjuit = hte. 
becaufe he fear’d not God, nor regarded man x. And furely the fearof God is not 
in this place, therefore they will flay me, faid Abraham of the men of Gerar J+ Obes. 
Lo, hecould promile himfelf no good at all of that place and people, where God Sol. 
was not feared. 

God was not feared, may fome fay : what a reafon’s thar ? there is no people fo is DAN. 
barbarous, or perion almoft fo bruitifh, that feareth not God. DAA she ie 

For anfwer: I confetfe there is nothing more naturali then to ftand in awe of a P e 
Deity. Whence alfo it is that God in the Greek tongue hath his Name from fear, cm timer debe- 
as fome derive it. And the Chaklee Paraphraft fometimes uferh che word, Fer or tur.Stindler. 
Terrour, for Ged, becauie of the fear ( confeffedly ) due ro him. Hence faced pee 
coming from Syria, and being to fwear to a Syrian, fware by tae fear ofa > father pie 
Ifaac z. Bur that all fear not the true God, or, 2. thar they do not truely fear Seghniriin of 
him, and fo are none of his, ‘tis more chen evident. i) . ee horrour, 

Firft, ‘tis certain that all men fear not the true God, but fome thing clfe, which ae 
they fet upin his room. Whofeeth not that fome fear idols and devils 2, as Pa- Sights ied: 
gans: fome hee-faints, and thee-faiuts, as Papagans : forme the Queen of berven b, begjan, 
as the fuperftitious perfon, that confults lis calendar, und fears nothing mere then cI stu, 15. 
to fall fick upon an evil dey. Some again fear sigrace, as Seed e: danger and n ders 
difpleafure of great Ones, as Pilate; who feard, if he rcieated Chrif cecording to * Cass tp 
his confcience Cafar * fhould (as indeed afterwards he did ) pull his purple ever his ranr. 
ears, and hick him of the bench *: fome fear lofe of Reeds, as the rich young * Contra pren 
man, that Wear away forrowful!, for nothing more, then tlar Chrilt thoutd reaguje HE Onftier- 


ay 3 A : : g tix tefimoniä 
: à C O d: tone ear -a ey: 2 ii 
fuch conditions ashe was nor wiling to yeerid co a: Some fear Joffe of liberty, as gy ores fi” 


go 


thote that forfook Pax! the prifoner, and were a fouimed of Lisenair ez fome fear enunti stun, 
loffe of life, making much of a thing of nought f, fhrinking in the Goulder when ie n 
called to carry the crot of Chrift, or to fuller with Lim, though it Le te bee glorifie d Meloni 
together g. Yhes men cam mahea fhift to fear any thing, fo what they Mould Fear; life, & fo ror 
God, J mean, U. ooiper object of this, and all other our afi. tions whattocver, cnly drew up, 
There is ( | con ) and of fear of Cod, abufivey *fo called; a generall fear, o oe and 
a fear at large, fsucuin che wicked: fuch as were thoie mongrel Samaritans, who ee G: rae he 
feared the Lers, zod Wworhipped their oyna Gods after the manir of the nations b cent Lino (in 
but this is rather chtthena fear, 2 fpirit oF refiraint, a perica terrour, falli g which refpe& 
eftfoons upon tis fouleit hearts, for the fategard of the faints; curbing even the oe d 
rebellious tromi outrage, that the Lora God may Cell spoz tarih i in his fervants, ens cba sn 
and fubjects: Which cife thee hard-hearied Liias, and rough-Landed Efee’s Rome, Revel, 
would never fuffer, did not Fear of thir fari er ffetie h bridle them: did he net 11. ) bee alfo 
pat his hook into their nojcs, and his bitinco their jaws, tmuiag this back by tle ran himfetfae 
way they came out |. Thisis thought to have been that haved ineationed by WSs) Gods and che 
wherewith the Lord drave ont the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite before Emperours 
the Ifraelite »z: caufing them by the furies or their own evil confciences where- heavy difplea 
with they were haunted, to fear their own fhadows, and to fire ata faken deaf ny foe Mhort, 
asa fparvow ont of Egypt, and as a dove ort of the bad of Abn o Tius Zedel A 
‘was terrified with the fhadow of the mountains p: the idianiies wiih their own deaths-man, 
dreams and fancies: the Syrians with an imaginary nole of Charreis and horfes r: Europy. 
the Burgundians (about to give their enemies battle ) with the fight of long thi- a T 
ftles which they thought to be launces: Cardinal Cre atiis at his own conccits, Bed oe 
and phantafies. For as he was.writingto Rome fromthe Couacel of fren, againft Plhac.s 
the Proteftants, he thought verily he had feen the devil ikea biccs dog walking in g Rew.8 17 
his chamber, and at laft couching under his table: which caft the nian into ftch a eee 
melancholy dump, that he diced of it. This was a terrour iroum ule Lord, but this fre oe. 
was not that fear of the Lord here mentioned in the ferg, ead wherewith few are Polan.Synt, 
acquainted. For even of thofe that profeite to fear the true God, how very few b 2Kin.17-33 
are there found that do fear him in truth ? which is our fecond accufation, and action 7 P&l.68.18 


: 3 k Gen. 21.53 
laid againft moft men, and comes now to be proved. Taai vestal 


ovile querit invadere, jugulare, devorare. Vigilant paftores, latrant canes, xe. Lupus venit fremens, vedit tremens, lit- 
bus tamen eft dy fremens dy tremens. Aug de verb-Apoft, ferm. 21. „L Efay 37.28. mi Exod.23.27,28, a Lev.24.36, 
oHofrr.r1, p Judg 9.36. q Judg.7.33. r2 King.7-6, French diflory. Hittory of the Councel ot Trent. Catilina 
aon mediotriter folebat pertimefecre, fi quid crepuiffer, And 
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And firft, for the wicked of theearth, it is moft certain, that they have greateft 

caufe to fear of any men (if they knew all: ) for the direfull and dreadfull threats 

Gen4.7. of Gods mouth are againft chem: Sinne lics {culking atthe door f of their con{ci- 
ences , like'a ban-dog , ready to worry them : the devil ftands watching to 

riPets8 — layclaimto them, and to devour them z: the rage of all che creatures ( though 
they little chink of it) is ever arm’d and addreft to {eize upon them as traytours 

and rebels to rhe higheft majefty, and to drag them down into the bottome of 

hell Inall which refpects, the finsers in Sion foonld be afraid, fearefulneffe fhould 


wn Efay 33-14" [urprize the Hypocrites. Canfe enough they havetorun away with thofe defpe- . 


rate words in their mouthes, who among ss fhall dwell with the devouring fire ? who 
amma vs fall dwell with everlafting burnings uè? Or rather ( which indeed were 
more to be wifht) to grow to that conclufion of the Authour to the Hebrews, Let 
webs, 14 bave prace,wheredy We may ferve God acceptably with reverence,and godly fear.For 
48. 29. osr Gol is a confuming fire w. But howlittle (alalle) of this reverent tear, ( and fo 
* Timor Dei confequently of any other faving grace whatfoever, * ) there is in the hearts of 
eftvirtusdy w cked and unregenerate perfons,appears in their practife : and that the Pfalmift ma- 
vitima- kerh good both in refpect of evillto be avoyded and of good to be performed. 
La ae P2136 ¥,253.4-For evill firft,my minde gives me, faith the Prophet,and I am verie 
expotnded. ly perfwaded that there’s nofear of God in {ucha mans heart.ver.4. But what's the 
ground of this perfwafic n?may it not bea rafh and uncharitable cenfure you pafie 
Oo. upon bin? No taith he: for, firft, for evill choughts, he makes no fcruple, no 
<ul. confcirnce of them, for he holds that ebosghr’s free, and therefore layes the raines 
inthe neck: and lets them rove any way, yea even then when his reises foould teach 
ePfals6.7. him better things, inthe'nighr feafon x, He devifeth mifchief, faith he, #pon his 
bed. ‘Pf, 36.4. * 
y Malac 3.13. Secondly tor his words, as to God they are fout y, fo co men they are flippe- 
ry: fo that ye cannot tcll where to have him, neither how to beleeve almoft any 
thing that he fpeaks : the words of bis month are iniquity and deceit, ver. 3. 
Thirdly for matter of deeds, ke abhorrs not any evili, ver. 3. well he may leave 
fome fin, but he loathsit not: fortear ithe may for fome politick refpects ( as 
fear of the law, fhame of the world, and {peech of people ) but ’tis {ure he hates it 
notinhiy heart. A man may withdraw himfelf from {ome particular fin, give it 
over, feemeto be divorced from it, yet have a monthes mindeto it {till As Abha- 
foucrofh, when the heatofhis paflion was over, remembred Vathti and what was 
vEfthat decreed againft Ler z, andcould have wifhed it otherwife: Oras the husband of 
i Michal, who when fhe was taken from him, yet be came weeping after her afar 
off a. And this way aman may beas wicked in his fearfull abftaining from fin, 
as in his furious committing of it. But ufually this generation of men that have 
not the fear of God before their eyes, are fo wedded to their wicked courfes, that 
bProv.3.7- they will at no hand depart from iniquity b, but are wife, and cunning to palliate 
Malach.3-5- and plead for that they doe: Ycaagainftall the terrours of the Lord ( cafting hand- 
fulls of hell-fire into their faces inthe miniftry of his word ) which fhould make 
them tremble and fin not c , they. ( contrarily ) fin, and tremble not. Yea (which 
is worft ofall, and fets them fartheft oft from mercy) they pleafe and dleffe them- 
felves d in that iniquity of theirs which God and good men defery to be hateful, 
d Deut.29. ees ce i 
19,20.. P/:1. 36, 2. notonly not ftanding in awe of his judgements as they ought, while 
ea Sa.15.32 they hang in the threatenings: but flefhingand flattering themfelves, as if the bit- 
terae ffe of death were paft e, becaufe fentence is not fpeedily executed, and for that 
God forbeares for atime to punith f, as waiting their returne g, Loe, this is the 
difpofition of wicked and ungodly people, as touching that which is evill: and this 
futticiently fhewes them utterly voyd of Gods true fear, whiles they plunge them- 
f Peel 8.13. felves into fins ofall forts with all delight and greedineffe. 
T lobs ie Next for the performance of that which is good; it is manifeft , faith David, 
i Pfa.34.9,10 that the wicked perfon hath no fear of God beforehistyes, for he hath left off to do 
AMal3.1415 good Pfal. 36. 3. he refiraincs prayer h and other holy duties, faith Eliphax + 
Hob37.ult. Pe feeth notneed to feck the Lord i, faththe Pfalmift again: he counts it a bur- 
then, acourfe of no boct or benefit, to be religions, faith our Prophet hers above 
thetext k Heisnowhit troubicd at his own infuilicicncy or infirmity L, he 
takes no notice of Gods great judgements abroad the world, be will not declare his 


a 2 Sam.3.16, 


c Pfal.4.4. 


works 
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Works ms. What fhould I ftand to multiply words in a cafe fo cleare > Leave we m Phal 64.9. 


thefe * yokcleffe , fearcleffe , frontlefle, peopl Parar _ 

ee i 2! ple ro che juft ju ~ Sons of 
which will turely feize upon them Cif they take not ween Ac oe Belial. g 
pentance ) tearing -off the brawnineffe of their hearts , et bay aon 


€ t and wafhin - 
nifh, that is upon the faces df the more refined amon gE pe ee 


deb ners sft them with rivers of 


As p the ei fort ofmen, be:t that backfliding 
jet why fhould }udah offend tor wane of this fear 0? “And yet (with erie re 
thereis but toogreat a defect of this holy fear to be dilcogercd T near pe 
own dear children, I mean, many of them at leaft ; ; os 


man) as were ecafy to evince. For 
How fhould we all fear God in his name, that we difhallow it not? p fearhimin p Deut.28.53 
his prek nce, that-wepollate it nor q ? fear him in his minifters t q Ter.sie2. 


a eR hat we difcou- q ler.s.22. 
ragethem not r ? fear him in his people that we offend them not f? fear bim in s Cor.7.5. 
the myfterie:, of godlinefle,that we prophanc them not: fear him in his promif 1 Cor.10.32 
that we negleét them not +? fear himin the works of his providence. cmar we Heb, q.r. 
flight them not #? How fhotld we be godlyly jealous over ordie ee ee pl 5.126 

* : a E onc ano- w OF.7 I. 
ther, miftrofting the corruption of our own natures w: and for others fearing * Cor. ri 3 
leit good men fhould fall from rhe fimpliciry thit ts in Chrift Fofas y and J Jude 23. 
left bad men fhould be hardencd, and h Sa 


a indercd by us, or ruine themi 7 
we might helpthem y ? Lay your felves now, every ‘man eee 


y » to the rule la:d before 
you, and fee your own {werving and be humbled. Take the i our « 
hands, and atic your felves feafonably with voluntar a et He 


fects in this duty; left cife he ftand over you, andr grower ge ee 


utoring you to his fear, at * Malt.6. 
: s a 
every lalh lcr you kear therod fay z, If Ibe a father, where's my konsur ? ee if 


amafter, where's my fear? a Buta word to thele wile is {ulficient. 


Ifrael have plaid the harlot, oles 
3.8. 


Use 2. Examination, where markes of the trae fear of Gud, inrefpeek 1. of 


evill both in judgement, and prattife, 2. of good toward b 1 Cor.a4.28 
1. God, 2, men, both rich and poor, 3. our Pixma lire, 
} ? Deriry a: as à Lapidary 
Jelues in profperity and ; doth his 
adverfity. gemmes and 
i Jewels, 


Quek. 


Econdly, is thisfear_ of God an infallible note ofan honeft heart? Let a man Aniw. 
then examine himfelf b, and {o learneto fettle the foundneffe of his gracious Seas Dei ti- 
chirl by fearing hi tohis omi foule, that he is a man truly fearing God, mo aes 
ut how may Icome to know it, will fome fay. lanfwer inne? 
been faid to this already in the foregoing difcourfe. 7 ee A 


, . Ifany yet would sp. innocenti 
ther fatisfaction, try your felves carefully by the cfects , pies this Pas E fervan, as 


certainly produce, where ever itlodgeth ; caufing that man diliger ne 
> > 3 atly to endea- fari 
vour 1. the fhunning ofall that’s evill, 2. the doing ofall that’s sood. ee pie tes de 
Firft this clean fear of God c ,'( as David fitly ftiles it ) is of foveraigne and fin- Joan Baptiff. 
gular ufe toa man for the cafting out of all that’s evill, wheth 


: 3 er inj c Phl 19.9. 
prađtife, as faftas it comes to knowledge. judgement or 4 Rev, 14.7%: 


For point of Opinion, first, Fear God, faith the Angell, that had the everlaft- oet 


ing Gofpell to preach unto them that dwell in the earth (underftand it Sha a 
of that heroicall Lather, and the reft of the Renowned ia Seas sane fier ie Denckus hee. 


fear God, faith he, and give glory to him d ( viz. by abdicating and nee ee pining a ve 
hereticall and erroneous conceits and opinions, and receive the love of the Path enon 
that ye may be favede. ) Itisthe property of this fear to make men humble fs. Tehipuit tandem 
Now an humbleman can never be an heretick, for it is but fhewing him his errour, ©? a 
and he will quickly yeeld, and fabferibe to truth. * j (ON'> Oecolampadio, 


q like we fay for matter of practife, The fear of the Lord is to depart from Bele tae 
evill g , whether publike, private, orfecret. For the firit, wherefore now, lee 1538- Scultet. 


the fear of the Lord be upon you ( faith Fehofaphas in his charge to his judges, as ree i 
they ieee 


tin Lain ato ka ead oe x Bolus 
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they were gomg their Circuit ) take heed aad: doit, for there is no iniquity with the 
bathrag.7 Lord onr God, nvr re{poct of perfons, nor tuking of gifts h. And Job tells us that 
#lob31.13, howtoever be could eafily have borse out his oppicffions by his greatneffe, 
eae vec he durit nor, for he teared God and elchzwed that evill allo 4 Next, asin 
on pablke negotatnions, and placcs of judtracure it cafts out corruption: fo in pri- 
chren, mata. vate commence, and enterdealing betwist mana: d man. Thor fhalt not curfe the 
refprndent f- euf: daith the Lord | why whatit Ido; might a man reply ) he cannnot hear me ? 
lestum confi- © Thou Dait uot day a fkumbing block bi fore tke blind, why what itl co; he cannot 


loa aas deems? Deriba Dali feer the Lord kas it foiluwes there ) who both heareth 
mie cost thy curies ad teeth chy Rambling blocks. Night will convert i {cif mito noone 
an berad. y 5 5 > 


-Servint rer- beture Ged, and fiience prove a ipeaking evidence. Lar th wil ery Caz guilty 4 
antyjementil- Ge earth do noc » dean will reveal the iniquity m. Yua the very Leafts 
icaek hive awerdicd to pafle upon evill-doers , as the afle upon Belasma i A bird of 
maker, 2.26 tie ayre ndl earr che voice , dad tell the matter o Orit ailt} cic fbeuid faile, yer 
o Eecleic a heers of the Lord run to and fio bi bolding the vill and the gord pe Neither is he 
pro s 3 an ich: focčtarcur as the Epicures dreamt, but he hatha revenging eye (as the brae 
TTR then Pot )-and hand to g :( asthe holy Prophet afluie» us ) the remembrance 
fous, Muf whercot reyn’din Jofrph trom yeelding tothe wicked motion of his wawon mi- 
gBfa.s.25  fircfle, though he might have conim teed that tolly, and the word have been nee 
TGeN399 vce the wiler r. 
Latly, it cleanfeth alfo from fecret fins, fuch asthe world never comes ac- 
S Prov.rg.23 esinced with; forfzch as fear tke Lord firall not be eijited of ixill I it weeds 
tlofhasig by pecrih ¢ourofthe heart, aad pride ned arrogencj ard everzrw Way x, teit 
u Prov.2.13 Lueinthovehe: as is to bedenin sob, who gerit net once teri (ietially) apes a 
wiub Su n4 niid, be care God, he knew, fad bas wages, and conned ole ling op vw. Lue 
tod. was stcbat mode han refrain wanton Jockes, andea tn pits eo weekcdredle, 
cianta hoff fiom all fii hini ffe of feh aad pirit, 4O pirfechag tetris te the fear 


eE Us! X 


AE Secondly thi: holy fear, asit frames the hearttoa fhon iag et fa, to it formes 
vHab.g1s ir no lere to che dung cf duty: and chit L toward Ged, 2. toewa dmca 
Yor Gad, firit, it meketha mani. beleeve fem 2. oosyhn Lint, s trout 
leth, ail outas miehet the threats of God. montha. ac the fteckes ct his hand 7, 
as isto be feen m Habakkuk 2. And the feripturenoteth ex ycfly of the Patriarch 
aehir: Nosh, that moved with fear he bekierid a, A dhe denvered tracti s, poffet 


éuarBusels. with tbi filiall fear, be lee ved God and Iis fervant Aios b. Thus it frames a mans 
b ees ult. heart toia zh ia Gels word c. Aud foit doth fecenely, to the obedience of his 
c Prov, 513 13 i . ‘ 3 ” i \ g -let 
dPfioza3.ia@ Will: for th:y that fear the Lord, wii keep his covenant d, yoa they will work hard 
€A4.10.35 atite,as afiaid to be taken with their tasks undone. 

Thus it orders us in poist of duty toward Ged, and noleffz toward men, both 

our flyes and ethers, 
For others firit: this fear ofthe Lord teacheth both rich, and poor, their fe- 
veailduties. The rich st teacheth 1. norte brow-beat or oppreffe their poorer 
fGen 4218 brethren: fe This do andlive, faith Jofep', for } fear God and thats your fecu: ty: 
Z Nehem, 3.9 Asithe fhould fay, intend you no hu t. though ye are fallen into my dangers; 


for it hands n ot with that tear of Cod that hath taken up my heart. And. cagbtje - 


not to have walked in the fear of God g ? iaid Nehemizh, to thole merciletfe ufurions 
Iraclites, that had engrated upin their brethren. 

b 1 King.8. 2. To be hotpitsble and haiborous, ready to releeve theneceflitous: fuch 
12515 efpecially asare of the houfhold of faith. This we fee in Obadiah b , for the old 
AQ 10.1,2 teltament,and Cornelius, for thenew: bi feared God, faith the text, and h: gave 
muchaimes ix As onthe other fide, robim that is afflicted, faith Iob, ritiy world 
be foewed from hss friend, but he forfaketh the fear of the Almighty ks What cares 
Alob6.14  -Nebal the churle though worthy David dye at his dvore, fo long as he may fit 
Tt Sam.2.11. Warme within, eating of the fat, and drinking ofthe fweet. All his Logick is lit- 
* Nabalis his cls enongh ro concludefor himtelf. Shall 1 take my bread and my fieh that £ 
mame andio- bave kidd for my fhearers, and give itto men, whom I kano not whence they 
YIswin nim gel ? No, why fhould he,fay : but-the fear of God would have taught the foole * 

moe wit. 
But Secondly, asit formeth the rich to their duti¢s, fothe poorer fore a 
whom 
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whom it rendreth, x. Content with their pittance, as knowing, that Better ss g 

a little with the fear of the Lord, then great treafure, and trouble therewith m. mProv. 17 r2 
2. Far from envying the rich, fith God hath meted out to each one the portion of 2 Ads 17 26: 
his allowance », with this condition, that where much is given, much fall be re- amuite, 
quired o. Let not thine heart envy finners, faith Selomon, “but ( for an antidote a- c 1248 
gainft that evil difcafe ) be thon ta the fear of the Lord all day long p. 

Laftly, fer cur felves (in what eftate foever ) the fear of the Lord will make and 
keepa manin profperity, x. humble, 2. chankfull, asin adverfitie, 1. patient. 
2. confident. i 

łn profperity it teacheth: s. Humility, according to that of the Wife-man ; 
By bumili:y and the fear of the Lord are riches q &c. where you may obferve a 
very clofe connexion of humility and the fear of the Lord, fet forth by an elegant 
afynderon inthe originall: there being no grammatical] copulative fer between 
them ; but fuch a near affinity intimated, as if they were the very fame thing, and 
the one pradicated of the other, as termes convertible. 2. Thankfulneffe ; as 
appears in the example of Jsb and David: and may be gathered out of that text 
in Jeremy: Neisker fay they in their hearts, Let us now fear the Lord our God 
that giveth rain, both the former and latter rain in bis feafon, &c. r. One would 
think, he fhould rather blame them there, for not faying, Lee us praife the Lord our 
God, &c, but that former includes this latter : for he chat truely feareth God, will 
not fail co be thankfull. 

Next, in time of adverfity, the fear of God is of no fmall ufe and benefic- for 
1. It makes men patient, willing co bear Gods hand, and to wait his lei- 
fure : to feek remedy onley in Gods wayes, and co accept of it onely upon his 
termes: Thus thofe holy women in Peter, being under the croffe of unequal! 
yoke-fellows, might not feek to win their loves by plaited hair, or garifh-attire, bur 
bya meck and quict fpirit, and by achuft converfation coupled with fear f. : 

Adde hereunto (in the laft place ) that the fear of God keeps men confident 

in the evil day, holds up their hearts from deje&ĝion and difquietment. For it 
brings a man before God in prayer t, asit did dittreffed David u, and fainting ¢ Prov.14.26 
Habakkuk, w; who after hehad poured forth his foul before God, with reverence * Pfal.t 19 38 
and godly fear, rofe up off his knees as confident as might be, that Although the # Hab.3 16, 
fig-tree foall not bloffom>, nor fruit be found inthe vines; the labour of the olive 17s 
Should fail, and the fields yceld no meat: the flock foould be cut off from the fold, and 

there be neherd in the flalls: yet Iwill rejeyce inthe Lord, faithhe: J will joy tn the 

God of my falvation. The Lord God is my firength, exc. So true is that of Solomon: 

Inthe fear of the Lord ts trong confidence: and bis children have a place of refuge x, * Prov. 14.26 
And thisis that fear of God that {peaks a man truly religious. Apply your {elves 

now every one to the rule, and fearch and fee in fome of you an utter nullity ; in o- 

therfome, a fearfull deficiency of this reverentiall fear of God. : 


p Prov.23.17 


q Prov22.4 


r Jer.$ 24 


Sr Pet.3.3 


Secr. VI. 
Ufe 3. Exho-tation to get and grow in this holy Fear : with fix sbfottves, Ufe. 3, 
and three Means tending thereto. i 


AÑ for a third Ufe of the point, learn we all, firft, to get; and then to grow 
inthis grace. Ler the fear of the Lord be upon you, and doit y, Give j 2Ghro. 19.6 
all diligence to fafhion your hearts to this reverent regard of God: confidering 
the terrour of the Almighty, which we muft needfly know either as flaves or fons:. 
but better as fons, that in the day of difireffe he may pare us, as a man doth his : 
own fonne that ferveth him 2. z Mal.3 17 
_ If yet ye look for further Motives to this duty , Confider that the fear of God Motives to 
i x. But equall and reafonable. 2. Gainfull and profitable. 3. Needfull. e arot 
4. Honourable. 5. Acceptable. 6. Comfortable. a Plaani 
Tis equall, firft, for it is our bounden duty, fith he hath fo often commanded and Pfl.33.8 
required it upon our allegeance a: befides, that it of right appertaineth unto him Paves 
as a due, though he fhould never have called for it. Bring prefents unto bim that Het, a6 


on ght 


12.28 


4 
A 
i 


emer ee 
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ought to be feared b, faith David, and who would not fear thee, 6 king of nations 2 
bPfal.76.1% foy tothee dovhit appertain, becanfe there t none like to thee c. Tris then ( you fee) 
lar ash 12 anaé of juftice to fear the Lord. And when we have done our utmoft that way, 
dLuke ma we have done no more then was our duty todo d. ; 
Secondly, ’ris a pra@ife no leffe gainfall chen equal! (whatever thofe profane mif- 
creants above the text blafphemed to the contrary. ) Profitable it muft needs bee, 
for it hath the promifes of both lives. Inche life prefent, be thar hath the fear of 
eProv.19.23 the Lora juall not be viftted of svi! e, ingenerall: Notof the evil of finne, for the 
FProv8.13 fear of the Lordisto hate that evil f: Nor of pain, for rhe fear of the Lord tsa 
EP10V.14.27 Foyntainof life, toefcape the frares of death g: Say hee meet with troubles with- 
eae out, or terrours within, yet be thar feareth God hall come ont of them all h. Thus 

for evil: And for good, both to us and curs after us. By humility and the fear of 
iProv.22.4 the Lord, are riches, and honor, and life i. One would think that were enough : 


Efay 33.6 yea, but then here’s more then enough: 7 hey thar fear the Lord fhall want no 
k Plal.34 manner of thiag that ù gosd k. Ey. bur what thall their poor children do when 
oe they are gone @ Wellenough: for their feed all be mighty spon earth, and their 
oe geniration bleffed, Pfal. 112. thoroughout. Thus for temporalls they are provided 


LEphefis.3 for: And for {pirituall bleflings in heavenly things /, Te Lord taketh pleafure in 
mvia.147A them that fear him m: he will teach fuch a one inthe way that he fhall chufe x, 
nPfal2512 guide them he will with his counfell, and afterwards receive them co his glory o. 
o Pfal-73 24 Surely Gods falvation ss nigh them thas fear him p, faith Dawid, and the covenant 
Mal.2.5 of life and of peace was with Leos, becarfe ke feared God q, faith Malachy. Lo, 
7 Pfal 228.4 thus fhall che man be bieffed, that feareth the Lord re 
Thirdly, this holy fear is wondrous needfull, for itinciteth and inableth to all 
Chrittian duties: Whence it was that the Lord both delivered his Law at firftin a 
Erin fearfull manner /, and afterward, wihed that the hearts of his people mighc bee 
uPalzis feafon’d with his tear, thut they might keep his commandements alwayes t. Serve 
w Vrov. 23-17 the Lord with fear, faith David m: yea,be thor in the fear of the Lord all day long W, 
xAĝS93E faith Somon. The primitive Chrittians Walked in the fear of the Lord ( faith St. 
yee an x ) and it is a fpotin your feafts to eat an drink Without fear y, faith St. 
ude. 
Yourthly, ’tis honourable : for ( befides that God takes himfelf highly honoured 
by it, and therefore calls for it in this Name; Zf T bea father, where ts mine honour; 
zMal.6 and if a Mafter, Wher'smy fear x? ) we our felvesare nota little dignified here- 
by. The woman thar fearet the Lord, foe fhalt be prayed: and though many 
aV'r.31.26)30 daughters had done vertuoufly, yet fhe excelled them all æ. This grace winnesa 
man a wonderfull deal of refpee both from God and men; asitdid Job, of whom 
Byjobr.8 God himfelfboafted b: and Abraham, who was a Prince of God to the Heathenifh 
eGen.236  Hiteites c. a 
Fifthly, ’tis a grace very acceptable: for it gives grace and vertue to all other 
graces and duties; which elfe are unpleafing to the Almighty, Forto bims will I 
dEfay 66.2,3 look , even to him that trembleth at my word d : asto nonc elfe , be his facrifice ne- 
ver fo fpecious or coftly. And to thew how highly God eftcemeth this fear,you fhall 
find it not feldome fet for the whole fervice of God in holy Scripture, as was faid 
before. , i 
Laftly, it is exceeding comfortable, for it freeth the heart ofall bafe fears; 
(which vanith out of fight before this, as the leffer lights before the Sun ) and fills 
it with ftrong confidence and confolations: making the man in whom it is to hold 
up his head in the greateft hurly-burlie, and to walk about the world as a conque- 
ePfal.3 tho- rour, void of all fear what man or devil can do unto him e. 
roughont. You feethat this holy fear comes commended unto youby many names: what 
_ remains, but that ye fet your felvesinall good earneft, for the attaining thereunto 
in a diligent ufe of the means. Thefe are among others : . 
Meansofger- _—‘Firft, fet on ferious meditation , and firft upon your felves, Reflect, and fee, 1. 
ting the fear your own miferable condition, by reafon of fin imputed to you, fin inherent in you, 
of God. and fin iffuing from you: together with the deferved punifhment,all torments here, 
fRom.6.ult. And tortures hereafter, which are but che juft hire of the leaft fin f. 2. Your utter 
inability to free your felves either from fin, or punifhment. From the former you 


can no more free your felves, then che blackmore from his skin, or the sa ed 
rom 


Se ve eae gare ge So es f 
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ee e eek 
from his {pots ¢ : And for che lacer ? i 

: acer s there’s no power. 
in our felves or the creature, cither to abide or aroyd t his He eae ma b RU 
feters converescry out for tear, Afen and breth-en wh {ball we do:o Le faved i $ SANE 
Next, bufy your thoughts upon God, be thinking upon his name, with thole in 
the texe, See him as he ftands defcribed 1. in his word. 2.in his works j 
ie The word fets out God for our prefent parpofe, 1.asa God of tranfcendent ex- 
ce ene and furprifling glory : and thence inferrsaneceflity of his fear: Isho 
would not fear chee O king of ‘Natiors i&c. faith feremy. And thon ar: more gloi. iTer.10 9 

7 £ k Pia LEN r 


ais and excellent than the mozntaims of prey, tharis, then the fourifhine Affyrians, ; li 
& AL © ECollof s: 
S nuia him mProv,s 4 


with all cheir goodly Monarchy : therefi 
that ought to bejeared k, I 

= As $ i we: i R Ch .2g 
Pee ue cial and omnifcient + one that beholdeth and taketh knowledge 2193r 1,2, 
ofallwe doe, as much as of any thing in lis own heart : for atl chines ouifes g PCO 23. 
kim l. And the wayes of amin are before the Lord, he ponder th sil Zis paths m. | Mat ro 20. 
ie will ye a at my prefexce faith the Lord x. Jofeph did and fo eee bini í ee ein 
elf untoucht: and Job did, and fo trighced his conti a s inc0.a fiery 

i a trgheed his con{cience tro te. O a fier 
fome conficeration o. a ashi eles erarik D 
3. As armed with infinite power and might, čo reward us if we fear him and ee 
? 


£0 punifli us if we neglect him. Nae : th n. ebe- 
p g m. Shall iervsuts rear they mafters, becau.e rle piz ciue he 


pre a ree fle’ p, and thall not we rear bim that Is wile to cf cody ad fonde so KYOwesit 
pei qs i Aa SR wit borne 
_ 4. Asinfixitely juft, and fingularly carefull to punith fin, where ever he finds hunsdie we 
it; beiin che vearelt of his own, nay tn his onely fon. who bea i A i aay ben 
5 A ek 7 ang nuw Bu tor lecve a 
ns e, and found m the fhape and ftead OF fefall Ke p : BEUT PUTU ee 


ore (asa confectary ) Dring prefers: 


nisy 1 J, was made coundersorhofe far the fire 
dolorous and urconcerveable forrowes, thar drew clotted biood ¢ from pis aoa of bell &e, 
and were joyu’i with a tanporary delertion co his foule : vee oe TZ san 


K i a ia ae : yeicthe very onnes of fR: 
sibel a rek iora fuon s Wno would not therefore fear before e arid i AR 
y ee yoe 3 1 : yo 
ee ee ? See that Iweer fong of the triump anc funts that had overcome 7% 7441ud- 
the beaft by the blood of che lamb. fff and true ae thy waves &c. who jhall Ter Cre. 
’ ” s #1 


wot feirthe:, O Laid, and Gly. ifie chy nime we Bc. Liturg.Gree, 


5- As abundantly and unipeaxsably kind and lovi 7 i i aae 
As ipeaxeably oving tonsin Chrift. 3 
perty in God throughly thought upon wiliinflane our hr RE 


ur hearcs with bis love, and fo sinere. 
make us fearfull co difpleafe bim asche dutifull fpouie her loving husband, or the P221 &c 


E BT bis indulgent father. Thisis to fe ir God andhis gooda fe x | to fear RAE t 
; od through delight in his wues J tO resoyee ti fei x and therefore ro fear to ofend, » Palia I 
him with hope, hecazfe there is mercy wihhm 2. asthe falmift nach it. Thus 3 Pata ni 
H lst ; mere ; plaimift nach it. hus 3, a 
ate on the attributes of God, ‘fet forthin the word. In the world nest, you 7 Paht2044 
may fee Godinhisworkes. Aad tirit, thoj irac We 
nay ae ee . ad tieit, thove ftanding miracles, che hanging of rhe i 
carin npon nsthing b , the bounding of tea, thatit cannot tranioreiTe his word ¢. 
By the word of the Lord werz the hzavns mide: anl all che bob f hye n by tue bre nh SEES 24 
: f : ta edad He . wn + tie . t A 7, sg 
of his mou:h He g'uhereththe w uers of the fea sogether as a bem: he Lier ae 
the depth in fEovehoufe-. Lee all the earth fri the Lo d+ dey all the nh ti in Hila Palas 
world Regt, aws f hi For | k MESTER Lar SCi Ait iNe MVE ETET the ePal.s2.6 
a tht i of bim. For be fpake, avd it was doue o he comntuiel and i FPl.109,120 
rood fae d &c. Secondly turne your eyes and thoughts upon the judone epee 
God: and firt particular, executed upon others for our warning att i learni a ae 
can On arne ior a § and earning. D.frite jufhtis 
E at i ihis and fear e, as Divid {peakes, and as D ‘vw ad did ae cena 
l imlelfte inet 3 my fe h irembleth for fear of thee, aal Tam aad of thr suig "ar temaere 
ments F. When one child is whiptin a {choole, the ret will tremble: foit thoul! trei Pindi 
7 with us, when we fee others pun hed: which becaule Bliss did not conan 
: 7 Sew 5 EID a onnare con. 
aa his oe was turn’d a grafing ; therefore was he found coo hghe inthe bal- f tanet in 
hi and his kingdome given to his netsbour, that was betror thea he, “ernie fatua 
- Premeditace upon the ge.rerall indgmeat, and che unconceivable terrour of 75.00 bette 
that dreadfull day, when sh: heavens bil prie ow Twb a gree not By e 
ments (hal m:i: wit] fervent hea: : sing VER ad a gretngfe, andthe el- Sorprione, uè 
ee $ i el: : ith, erven: hosi crhe emib al 9, anih wackosih t awe rheceia hali: ne tedev eu. 
a wat nsp i 7 alix( thoush a pagan ) trembled at Piels difcourfe of this oveze SEEN: Ew. 
i. e devils whenthey think of it, fhaxe and badder: che joynes of their sale R 
oines are loofed with 82h resar and their knees tmite one againft another k. And kuse 
P ay man ain ferioufly of this laft. Judgment, and not be moved with fear? C 
v O4 S ] ee 
vod faith Solomon, and, asa help hereunto, confider, that God wiil bring every 


Ppp Werk, 


fan ee ae. tte ne ee et a oo 


etul 


———— 
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ee reafon, why mencaft off fear, becaufe they ve/train prayer o. And it may eafily 
o job15.4 2 


CHAP. IIIT. 


The Text expounded, and the duty of Chriftian conference 
propounded, 


Then they, that feared the Lord, fpake often one 


to another. (Pc. 


: is thei fthe Originall word 
' fpake, and they fpake often: for that is theimport of iginall 
Serf A Tia se : and that’s the fumm of the fervice here performed. The circum- 
atear inh əf( hey lye in our way at leait ) being already difpatchr, we 
ri A Foa aa era a hele words Y They fpake often one to another. Hap- 
: ei a 
i yaa thusimproved their holy mectings in laying out pia to bd ie 
ane one of another in that generall Apoftafy. Gods holy fear had fo taken 
up their good hearts that they could never depart Lear Hie ful k Sra 
i e e 
Jer.32.40 defection a. Thoughall men forfake thee, m ye a ee 
b Marae 33 Peter promifed ( being better pee aa aoa i is a appoi nan e 
Mehke femper of him : ) but fo fuch only have performed, as with the ext, 
sina ua sens Facts with Gods fear , and felicitoufly thinking upon his name, tooke all 
armatus Care ood occafions of uttering their holy thoughts among themfelves ( at a ae 
sko the ineftimable benefit and edification one of another. ‘fhat which we 
bferve ig thus much, 
Me Chalten in bad times efpecially ) fiould, by godly ae a 
otherwife as they can, carefully imploy, and wifely improve all their beft abiliti 
and interefts one in another for mutuall confirmation and encouragement. 


Dog, 


SECT. I. 


Chriftian conference and mutuall confirmation confirmed by 
Scripture. 


: , and fpake together : in op- 
he good people here: they gar together, and {p ee = an 
Tona doubtl feso thofe wicked above, that multiplyed = Pee Gale 
ver. 13. feeking to tarz Gods glory into foame, and ng paca fs Rane 
up,yea and fet apart him that ts godly for himfelf c : the Lord will hes 


i membrance was wricter 
¢ Plalg.2,3. calles c, nay, he will harken and hear anda booke of re AL 


Re a a a a a 
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Brae npg oer ce ane ae Bs a 

before him &c. as thefe ancient Chriftians aveir’dds 
ed blaiphemers, as fome wilhaveit. Thaith 
all {trengthening: and thus, before them, Abrham and Afelch 
ahd Aaron e , Fethro and Mofes Ff , Samueland Du 
Eliah and Elia i; they were ong on and talkin 
came to divide them. ‘Surely had not that cont 
(faith a right Reverend Writer of our Church ) it had 
and E/i.2h had been taken up rather Praying then talking 
was fitreft to be done, and happy is that fervant whom his m 
fhall find: fo doing & And thus the matter himfeif (in wh 
globe of proofes,a clond of witneffes L. ) Hetherefore(as himfe 
Mofes and Elias, who appeared unto him in the mount, and talke 
his deceafe m , fo ) what paines tooke he with his dilciples for their itre 
ing and tettling ? Bur efpecially with Peter , forewarning him, firft, 
ture fall », calling him afterwards cutof it by the cock, but more by-hi, looke o 


faith faild nor q : and partly by his threefold charge to him, feed my beep, fi 


when thoz art converted frrengthen thy brethren [+ which accordingiy he 
to purpofe, even to his dying day. “Hear himelfe, J wil not 
alWayes in remembrance. Nay, that’snotenough: Yez I r 
Lamin this tobernacte to rouze yon up t (.fo the Greck word fign:fieth ) by par- 
ting you in remembrance of thife things, thezg4 ye kaow chem and be fash jbed ia 


the prefent rn. For (as good as they were ) they might rod fometimes with fer 
the wile.vi gins #: andio have need ofrowsing : “as Peter himfel? had at Anti- 


och; where hz was j:ftly taken upfor haltingby Se. Pux? x: andas Paz! him 
felf might need to be ferved by Peter, or afar meaner man: for 7 long to fe yor, 
(faith he to his Romans ) thee l may impart r:o you [ene [pirituall Gift, to theend 
Je may be efublhed. That is, thee I may be comorted together with you by the ma- 
tual faith bo'h of you and me y. So that, there is, we fee, no depth of know- 
I:dge, height of holinefle, degree of grace, or meature of zale, but may be bief 
fedly increafes, and inla. ged by conference with other chriftian:: And that fhill 
be one Reaton of the point ( in its Proper place ) if we fhail frit ( by your patience) 
begin from bim who ts the beginning and end ot all our endeavours ig this work- 
of his. Whether then w= looks to God or men, oue {elves or others, che good 
or the bad, we fhall fee tutticient reafon to confirme the po.nt, and to enforee the 
duty. . 


SECT. ry. 


Reafons of the Point.1 from God,com sanding rewardine.2 from men aad tour [elves 
Shall be hereby fealed, fecured. 2. ober. 1. Good men. Who Mall bev. curbed 
from fin, 2. quickened to duty. 2. Bad axa. Who Pall be x, confuted, 26 
defeated, | - f 


Or God, firft, he both requires it, and requites it: bids it be dons, and then 
bleffeth it in the decd. 

Firft, Ifay, he commandsit; aad therefore we fhould doit. Thisisa po'w- 
erfall kinde of reafoning uted by the great doctour of the Gentiles: Jaz eve y thie 
givethanks: And why? for this z the el! of God in Chri? efus % that ye be 
thankful: and fo’tis alfo that ye be, this way, ufefull and profitable one to ano- 
ther. Noe pleafing your (clues, but every one pleafing his mixbbour for his cad to 
edification a: not forfakgng the affemsblyes of the faints as the minner of [ome is, 
( which alfo is the high rode-way to final] impenitency, to utter Apoltacy, nay 
tothe unpardonable fin 6 ) but exhorting one another davly, yea confidering, and 
ftudying one another,to whete on to leve and good Works, Not making-our {elves our 


Ppp2 owne 


y way ofreply co thefe wick- si 
ey here combiu’d together for mu- Tre neltins 

fedech d , Alofis Polanus alij. 
vid g, David and fonsthan h, 
g, when the charet of heaven 
erence been ncedfu!l and divine 
given way to meditation p 
- . Buthg knew beft what 
alter when he cometh 4 
ofe one example isa 
It was confirm’dby' 
d wich him ot 
ngthen- 
of his fu- l 
. Prainunnitus. 
confirming him, after it, partly by bis meflage co him by Alary Magdala, Gu 
tell my difciples and Peter p ce, partly by His praye- for bim to his father that hes 

ed m 

lambs r , ( fo afluring him that his fin was pardoned by his m.niftty reftored: ; And. f 
performed 
be magligent to fat yon 
hink it mret fo long as 


dGen 14 19: 
e Exod.4.1 4 
15,16 
fExod 18.19 
g! Saig 18 
hi Sa 32.16 
i2 King 2Qi¢ 
R Mact.o4. 46 
!Heb.r2., 

m Luc s.zr 
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are. 
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o Luc 26r 
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rloh2ras 
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New enim ex 
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2 Pets, dy to- 
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firmandis fra- 
tribus Par, 


t2 Per nang 


Deysipary, 

u Mar. 

u Ma 255 
EroX ty, 
Quandoque bc- 
nus dermirtar, 
*Gal,2.10 | 
J Ro. 1.11,12 
Aexiy 
LMLYT Oy 
kal Tinig 
worst Oey. 
Nazianz, 


Real. 7. 
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ePhilip.2.4 owne mark only c, butlooking and ayming at, every man, the things of another, 
guonëvres. as being bis brorbers keeper. Not living to our felves, or being all for our ielves * 
ee (as wild beafts who delight to lu:k alone in their dens; or as {wine, flyed up 
ello Zéey till ready for che knife ) but ss every man hath received the gift , fo minftring the 
moamidy. fume one to another, as gaod flewards of the manifold grace of God d. No manis 
Arift. cither born or born agatn for himfelf. The manifeftarion of the fpirit is given to 
ae Hades j every mas to profit withall e. What fhould 1heapup more teltimonies ina truth 
; i to clear? Ged, you fee, hath plainly and plentifully reveal’d his will, that fove- 
raigne Role, and hoft fufficient Realon that fwayes moft witha Chriftian. So 
Panl pieffcth it,and fo Devid held it (every where in his pfalmes ) and hath there- 
fore chisteltimony that he f#/flld all ( not the will only, but the ) wills of God 
Bae F though never fo danger-full or difficult. The Rechabites were rigid obfervers of 
e lerss ae their farhers command: g, and were well rewarded for it, And fhall not we 
3 &e. much more of this command of God ? efpecially, fith i doing thereof i fo great 
bP? yeward b + which is the fecond branch of this firft Reafon from God, who 
as he commands mutuall confirmation, fo he rewards it too, and that, many 

Ways. $ 

Riaf, 2 For 1. he liftens andlayes his eave to their fweee words, as loth to fof any 

Donrunin-  nare of that precious language. He harkened and heard, faith the text. 2. He 

crementum ac- . i . . 

cipiunt qui bookes them up, and writes them down in his regifter, as matters of-mark. 3- He 

conceffis pria- adds to their tock of grace, which they husband {o well, canfing it to grow in the 

ribus fideliter nfe, as oncethe loaves did in Chrift hands, or the oyle in the widdowes crufe 
ae a, 4. Hefeeretly and {weetly comforteth their hearts, hinf making one among 
ae ” them í as our Saviour dealt with thote two i travelling to Emaus) according to his 

AMar.t8.20- promile, where but sve cr three are gathered together in bis same ( and fear to do 
him fervice, andto help one another coward heaven ) there is hein the midft of 
them k: to waterand prolper their holy endeavours chat way with the dewes of 
mapy fweeet and gloricus refrefhings : a very toretaft urto them of thar life eter- 
nall.” Where 5. the reward fhall be according to ther work in this kinde, He 
that hath wifed orlers pall fhine as the brightacffe of the firmament: and he that hath 

Dan.12.3- tarn: many to rightconfneffe, as the Racrs for ever and czer L He that with his 

m Luc.5163'7 two talents hath, by trading with others gain’d ) five, fhail be made ruler over 
fivecityes. Andhe that bath gain’d ten, fhall be ruler over ten m. Betides 
(6 )a frec largeffe of bis lords joy to boar: Later thon, good fervant, into thy nae 
. flor jay n A joy more fittor the Malter then for the fe: vant: and yet behold 
Wea ae fach a mafter du we ferve ( whew we ferve one another 12 love o, ) as will reward 
a513 his fervanes with tuchajoy. And thus flands the firit Reafon fora frequency of 
chriftian conference, taken from God, who both indiipenfably requires at, aud ae 

bundantly rewards it. 

A fecond folkowes taken from our felves: And fo we fhould give all diligence 
to this duty of mutuall confirmation and encouragements: if but for our own fakes, 
who fhail hereby be 1. tvaicd up and fetled inal good affurance of our gracious 
eltate for prefent: 2. fecured, and well enabled co proceed and profit therein for 
the future. 

Reaf 3 For the firft: the text, you fee, makes ita mark of men truly religious, robe 
often fpeaking oneto another: for as fincerity is the life of religion, fo fociety is 
the life of fincerity. And therefore no fooner did Ephraim acknowledge their 
offences, and {eck Gods face, butin the next chapter, fir ft verfe, they call upon 

pHof.s-ult. each other, Come det ns rezurn tothe Lord p oc. And thofe three thouland foules 

% 6.1 Ai. 2, were no fooner added to the church, but they < to give proofe thereaf ) 
prefently made confcience afwell of chriftian fociety, as of hearing and praying and 

qA&.2.41 42 breaking of bread q: which fome underftand, vf receiving the. Lords fupper. 
And the Philippians fo foonaseverethey were converted to Chrift, helda frais 
full fellowfoip inthe gofpel from the firft dey untill now. Which made Sc. Part 
confident of this very thing, that God had both beguna goood works in them( which 


a o Chriftr: And that’s the fecond. 3 
y Phili. ¥.5,6. i 2 : SEAN 3 an 3 
Real: 4. This {peaking often each man to his ncighSour,ss it comfortably aflures and feals 
fProv.10.21 usup for prefent, that we are of thole righteous whofe lips feed many f ( even as 
many 


wasthe firit branch of this fecond reafon ) and wonld alfo finifh it ro the day of. 


ee 
P x Se 
muny as they canopportunely ¢ and orderly # extend themtélves to ) to itettectu- tGul.é.tc | 


ally fecureth aud fetlech us forthe future: andis ut excellent ufeand avail tor our “ 1 Ccr14.40 
poceed:ng,and proficing in the Ch.iltian courfe. For 1, there isa tecree tye to x Ecelef.4.10 
conttancy in the comimunicn of faints: Bat woe be to bim that is alone x. He is not ipo 
likely long to bold fef the profeffion of kts faith, without Wavert+g or Warping, that zib & 
doth not coufider himlelt aud others, to provcke te love and vood works ye He Heb 3.12,12 
that forfukerbebe affembling of our {elves together (as the Apcftle fpeakerh ) fe 
not ferr fom inward or outcwa-d Apoltacy <. Againit whicn woetuil cw. cx- 
hortaticn is there fitly prefcribed ava precious prelervative. For indeed ‘and thats a 
frcond fertlement ) he that hath exhoried another to duty, hath after a fort ingag’d 
hindelf co the performance thereof : and laida new tye upon his own confcience 
to perfeverance thercin ; left baply he hear, Phy Et isin healthy felf a, or, Then that 
teacheft another teacheft thos not shy fuj} b Betides, thirdly, the promile of m- ehueg 23 
creafe made to this {pirituall, no letle then to that other corporail alines ; that he 
that fowerh bountifiily hall reap bonntifully c. And tbe liberal! man devi cth libe- d Ia32 8 
rall things, and by liberali things be feall fiand de Andto him that hath ( minely Maras 29 
for ule and increate ) ball be given, aad be Jhail abonnd e. Whereas, frem hina oie 1124 
that hath not ( in manner aforctaid ) Joell be takin away even that be feemed to bave, oe 7 
with the fluthfull fervant he fhall fered» come to poverty, for withholding that which BSS 
was meet with Solomons fluggard : wheuhe that {eattercth increateth f+ He TAON 
fhall have bis arme chan dryca uppind bis cyes iterly da kemd with tole Idol he- peas 5 
pheards g in Zachary that had cycs, and faw nor, hands, and bandied nor, the Kies i 
law, 1 mean which they ought to have tecn into, and hanchd h: dividing it arpkrogv 
aright as St. Panl {peak.th ¢ and as good flewsrds of the manifold grace of God SEVI Cirguit 
received, diftributing to every man his jut mevfare of fit miat in due feafon &. So ornari) ia 
that it is a highpoint of {pi icuall chinft to be muchin holy confercnce and calling Frumen aci- 
upon others to duty:which they that do citcn, ite as gardens whofe [pices flow ont 1 a, Hebantin men- 
liberall houte-keepers, the dores of whole lipsarea wayes open to th2 feeding of Serisdr id de 
ofmany m : their path is asthe movning light that thues more and more to the menfian dice- 
perfect day n, ‘they fhall newer be of tho:e thic draw back to perd.tion: but Cant 4.16 
of them that beleewe to the salvation of the {foule o. And that’s alecondreaion mVror0.21 
drawn from our felves. n Pro 4.18 
The third followeth re{peting others, and Fi it che better fart hall be hereby ee 
z. curb’d, and cal’d back from fin: 2. quickened and cosfira’d in duty. Next, ne 
che worfer fort of people fhall be hereby partiy coniut. d, ya:th, defeated. 
Forthe of chefe: This mutuall encouragement in well doing, this chri- 
ftian coterie grave advifc, this turning of a Buser from the errour of his 
may, may (i bd be {0 pleat’d ) fave a forsle from cesty ano hinder or cover a 
multitude of fins p. Now Ginisan eviillo mifchievous, to murtherous to man- p kam. sule, 
kinde, that a!l forts fhould fee againit ic, and do thar atwoft to ciub it down 
where ever they meete with it. AS grace (o tothor fide) is fo amiable fo pro- 
fitale , that every one fhould ftrive by word or d.cd to propagate and further ic 
whereloever, and whereinfoever he isaule. A maine help ro buch which is god- 
ly conference, and chriftian exhortation. . 
And 2. for recovering others out of their revolts, en! relapfes, who can tell 
how far David would have run onin the revenge ofa private injury, had be noc 
been rimely taken offand difarm’d by adifcrect Adigail? jdo.W he nar tvone after 
bleie God for her, bleffe her for her counfell, and her coun!ell for his reftiaint from qı $3.28,23 
that bloody defigne q4? And another time when he had ercflely and gricveufly ? Gal 61 
over-fhot himfelfin the matter of Uriah, didnotthe Prophet Narma jeyne, and xaraenCs7e. 
reftore him againe r after along relapfe, by a private admonition / ? So torci- Pikes. 
ble are right words, ¢ faith lob : Anda word upon his wheel.s, faith Solomon u Prov.25 ry 
is like apples of Gold with pictures of Silver #. Narbans private difcourte (fo JUANSY 
God would have it to fhew his liberty of working by what ordinances he belt pps his cir- 
pleafech ) was at that time more eftectuall with David, then any or all the lectures pena tae 
of the law, or dayly fervices of the Temple, And the words of Maimans fervants ces, 
greater ig operation then the words of that great Prophet Elipa x. Juiins pro- x 2 Kings 13 
effeth of himfelf that being ftrongly tempted to Athei‘ne and prevail’d with, the Invita, 
very firft thing that helped him out, was the talking with a country-man of his 
P pp 3 nor 
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not tar from Florence, and his manner of expr¢ffing himfelf And, I was an obfti- 
nate papilt (faith Larimer ) as any was in England. Infomuch that when | fhould 
be made Batchelour of Divinity, my whole oration went againtt Philip Melince 
thonand his opinions. Lidsey ( afterwards Martyr } heard me at-that time, and 
perceived that I was zealous without knowledge : and caine to me alter- 
wards into my ttudy, and defired me, for Gods fake. to hear his confeffion. I 
didlo, and to fay the truth, Ilearn’d more by his cunfellion, chen afore in many 
yecrs. So fron thar time forward, 1 beganto {mell the word of Gcd, and for- 
falee the tchoole-dogours, and fuch like fopperies, Inecd nor repeat herc, how 
thofe two godly bifheps Rid/y and Farrar were both taken off trom their evilt 
purpofes and promifes, the one of going to mafie, and the other of receiving the 
Eucharift in one kinde only,by the {weet and feafonable diffwafion of bletled Brade 
ford, their F-llow-prifoner. 

Neither is this chriftian conference more availeable for the curbing of fome 
from committing of fin, then for quickening of others, to the doing of duty. 
The words of the wife are not only like asiles y or fhepheards-pinns ( whereby 
they ufed to falten their fheep-foldsto the ground ) ro rectifie and reftrain from fin 
to hold sp the bands that hang down , aud the feeble knees, left that which t lame 
be turned ont of the way z : butalfo like goad: to prick forward thofe that are flow 
ofheart az like wherftones, to edge and envager them that be dull of hearing 
b, ( for as iron foarpencth iron, fo dorh the face of aman bis friend c. ) like con 
dials, to fetch againe thofe that are feeble minded d : laftly like bellowes, to blow 
upthatiparke e of the {pirit ia another mans breaft intoa lively flame, thacelfe, 
like adult-feacoale fire ( ifit be not now and then blowne or ftid tp, though 
therebe no wantcftuell, yet )wiil of it felfat length dye, andgo ont. We will 
remember thy loves rore then wine, faith rhe {poule, therefore the Virgins love 
thee f.  Thisfruit commeth upon the remem bring and mentioning ¢ Lritts loves, 
that his Saints are confirmed and inereafed in ir, ~ Thofe danghters of Temtalers 
thatat firft wondred g why the Church fheuld make fech adce abour Chrift; 
when they had converfed with her awhile, and heard her Ipeake with fnch a deal 
of admiration and affe&tion » they are inflanied, and induced ro {eeke Chritt with 
her 4, God ufualiy fines and files the tongues ot his upright ones to be trum- 
petters of his glory and beauty. Jn fetting torth whereof, they Fave words at 
will, their tongues never linn, but become as rhe pen of a ready writer, in fheake 


ing forth the things they have made concerning the king, till {uch time as Gods people 


accord together to praife him for ever and ever. i 

Laftly, bad men fhall be hereby 1. contuted, the mouths off all be ope 
asare ever complayning of, and accufing Chri(tian meetings to B® fot for the bet- 
ter, but forthe worfe : {carce to any other purpofe, butto detract , defame, flan- 
der, cenfure &c. © Or iffach mouthes will not be fhut, yet the confciences of chri- 
flians may rejoyce in their contrary inpocency, and not be dejected by fuch falfe 
teftimony. 2. they fhall be defeated and diappointed hereby of their devilith 
purpofes and practifes of cafting down ftarrs frombeaven, k and decciving if it were 
poffible the very ele 1. So far forth as to be /ed away by the errour of the wicked, 
and foto fall from their owne Siedfafines m. AN ungedly perfons ( and they 
have it by kinde too from their father the dewill n ) are ftrangly ambitious of 
fending the plague to their neighbours with the Ekronites o > of drawing others 
into partnerfhip of their condemnation, of devouring the men more righteous then 
themfelves p. They compaffe fea and land, faith our Lord, to make a Profetyte: 
which when they have dene, they make him two-fold more the childe of held then 
themfelves p: The devill alfois a bufie walker 9, a great compaffer v /ecking 
whom he may devour, . 

And is it not good reafon that we fhould walke as faft s and compaffe our 
weake brethren round, fecking whom we may deliver from the devill and 
his intruments : who like a wallenut-tree roore Jabour to imbitter all the 
rootes that are about them. 
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Secr. Hi. 
Ufe. 1. Reproof of idle and evil Speakers tage: er. 

Ow for Application: Firft, take notice with me, by this point, wiat cant 

have all to cry out with David, Help Lord, for the godly maiz con 
faithfall fark from amona the children of men. They {peak indecd, and fpeak often, 
but ( alaffe ) tis vanity tiy (peak (very man to his neighbesr Ween flettcring lips 
and with a double heart do thy fpewk f. How much better were it for fuch to heep 
filence then fo to vent them{elves, as moft men do in their carnall conventicles, and 
good-fellow-mectings: nay in their trading and trafficking, and ordinary commerce 
and inter-dealing ? Wherein, what fhalla man hear from them, the whole day 
throughout, but words, at the beft, wate andidle; but, for the woft parr, proffely 
wicked and evil ; vile and venemous fpeeches, rotten and ftinking communication 1; 
men bringing up their excrements as it were by a perifialtick motion ( as Phyfici- 
anscall it, in che difeafe they terme fatos nol) thorow the dung-pert # of their 
foul mouthes, to the annoying of fome, and corrupting of others. For evil words 
corrupt good manners x. Thusitis with the more rude and outragious. And for 
the eiviller fort, of thoie that are not yet fanctitied, the plague of the ferpent Hes 
fore upon them, alwayes to be feeding upon duft y, talking of trath alcosecher. 
They are of the carth, they fpeak of the earth, and the earth hears them ‘x. 
Amidft all which, let a man feek to charme their tongues, interrupting and befpeak- 
ing them, as oncethe Prophet, with O eth, earth, earth, bear the mod of thy 
Lord a. Yethatare earth by creation, earth by corruption, earth by refolution 
(for duft thos art, and to diff thou fhalt verurne b ) Mear and give car, bce nat 
proud, for the Lord bath fhoken it. Give glory to che Lard Jour God e &e. they turn 
the deaf ear with the perverfe adder, to fuch wholefome enchantmerts á, and 
grow as fick of fuch a one ftraight, as the Gergefires were of cur Savioure. Good 
conference they count plain babbling,as the Athenians cftcemed Pants preaching f: 
they find no more rellifh therein chen in the white ofan esse, oradry chip. Nay, 
they hold it the onely marre-mirth (as one {peaks ) able to damp all the jolliey, 
and to caft the whole company into dumps of Melancholy. Which co prevent,they 
do their utmoft to drown the fhrikes of their awakened confciences with a londer 
volley of the language of hell: pouring out themieives ina great dealef froth and 
filth, refufe, and rotten fpecches *, bafe and bedla talk, oathes, and blafphemies, 
fcoffes and {currilities againft the power of godlinefe, and profeffonrs of Religion. 
Lo this is all chat many men do toward the pra¢tife of the pointin hand. :nftead 
‘of ftrengthening the hands and hearts of Gods people in well-deinp, a3 gond She- 
chaniah did Ezres; Arife, faith he, for thes matter belowgerls sxto tiie, We alfe 


well be with thee, be of good. courage, and do it g, they do their utmoft to hinder 7 


and difcourage them: as thofe {pies of old, did the people ; as Elyas the force. 
rer didthe Deputy, and as chofe mercenary prophets did the Incomparable Nehe- 
miab. For they ail made us afraid, faying, Their bunds fhail be weakened from the 
work, that it be not done h. Yo fuch, 1 fay no more, but onely admonith them to 
remember what a bitter curfe Nehemiah in the {pirit of prophecy wifhed to fech 
back-friends ; Hear, O our God, for we are defpiled, and cover not their imgrity; 
neither let their fin be blotted out from before thee i. A fearfull execration, a hea- 
vy curfe: which who fo dreads not, but profefling himfelf an Hraelice, dare yer 
expreffe himielf in che broad dialeé& of Athdod k, it were much to ke wifhed 
that there were fome good Nehemiah found to {mite him, and pluck off bes hair, 
till he learn better language. Howfoever, let fuch know, that their tongues be 
wray them what countreymen they are /. Certainly he cannot be of the Common- 
wealth of Ifrael, that {peaks familiarly the language of hell. Stinking breath ar- 
gues corrupt inwards :. fo doth unfavoury fpeech'a rotten heart. If the difcourfe be 
naught, the religion is vain, faith St. Jame m: and they want the character of 2 
true Chriftian, according to our text, that fpeak not of good things, and that {peak 
not often of them, one to anothers 
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Secr. IHI. 


U. 2. Complaint againft the better fort, tos too barren, and backward 
to holy Conference. 


Hich if ic befo, how may we ( fora fecond Ufe ) juftly complain of a 
Wit detect, found in fome of rhe more forwardly : who as they meet 
not fo often as they might for matuall edification, (Satan hindring them » ) fo when 
they de, became either unprofitable, or idle in this work of the Lord, to what they 
might be, werethey but as they fhould. x. Unprofitable they prove ro one 
another, whiles the precious time of ther converte is {quandred out and watted in 
{peculative curiofities, nice and impertinent queftions, {ome ceremoniall unfeafona- 
ble controverfics, not tending to edification, but contention rather, novelties, fome 
more remarkable accidents and affairs abroad, other mens matters and infirmities, 
which are brought forth upon the ftage, either #ntrøly * or at leat untimely, and 
not inan ordinance, as one fpeaks. 1hefe are the canker wo: nies that eat our the 
heart of godly and profitable conference: thefeare thofe trofisthac nip better 
{peeches in the bud : thefe are thofe leaner kine that devour the fat, znd leave no 
room nor time for mutuail edification , to the fcandall of the wezk, and icorn ofthe 
wicked. 

A fecond fort here juftly met with, are fuch asareidle and ufeleffe, backward 
and barren in godly fpeeches when they hghtinto good company: dumb and duji 
Chriftians, chat either fay nothing there, or as much as nothing *. J know there 
area fort of fuch as are over-talhative, {peaking much, but faying little *. A foof 
alfo ( quoth the Wife-man ) is fullof words, prodigull and profufe, ingrofling aff 
the talk, asif himfelf were the onely fpeaker. Which redious and troublous cuftome 
of his is there elegantly fet forth by way of !mitation* of bis vain tautologics..4 mas 
Cannot tell whet foull be: and what shall be after him whocan tell 0? Here’sa great 
deal of fmall talk, you fee, to as little purpo:e as may be. And fuch babblers are to 
be found, not afew; éanglers ye may better call them; for fo indeed they prove 
themlelvesin the ifue: dancing inthe air, * like light Meteors that wanta fuffici- 
cnt Orb wherein to move: {peaking great fwelling woras of vanity p: or (if they 
ttumble upon a better fubject, the high points of religion ) nor knowsng what they 
[peak, nor whereof they afirm q, but doing-ail by roat, as Socrates taught his 
‘chollers, and betraying chemfelves ever and anon, by their lifping Sibbolech 4 
to be Ephrainites and not Gileadices: counterfeits * or, at beft, new converts, 
rank hypocrites, or elfe but indilcreet and unexperienced Chriftians. For as ye may 
difcern a lame man by the unevenneffe ofhislegs : {o ye may a lame Chriitian (ma- 
ny times ) by hisunequall difcourfe in divine matters. For he ufually exceeds, and 
{peaks more then his pare comes to,and then he is able well to weild ; or elfe his words 
agree not together, his fentences are fenfeleffe, and unfuitable: ina word, he talks 
like a bungler, But this onely by the by, and as ina digreflion. We were fpeak- 
ing erewhile co the other extreme, and finding fault with thofe, rather, chat {peak 
not when they fhould, then that {peak when they fhould not. 1 would not bee 
thought to inveigh againft torwardlineffe in favoury difcourfe, fo it be feafonable * 
and fober /: No: my quarrel israther to fuch as having both opportunity and abi- 
lity thereunto, are over-fhie and fhamefaft, or otherwife averfe and awkward to 
this godly conference: flipping or flighting thofe many fair occafions and opportu- 
nities of doing and receiving good that way, that God even thrufts into their 
hands. It is true, that every man is naturally poffeft with a dumb and deaf devil, 
till Chrift fay to his foul, Epphata be opened ¢. But what, I marvell, honid 
hinder the righteous from opening his mouth With wijdome, when once the Law of 
God isin his heart #? Should nota hood tree bring forth good fiuit? anda geod 
man ont of the good treafure of hi heart bring forth good things x ? Should we not, 
as the Corinthians, abound in all feech, and in all wifdome y? Should we nor, 
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with the beleeving Romans, be filed with all knowledge asd Sondaeffe, able andrea- 
dy to admonijh z and comfent one another in leve? ~The blefied Virgin could not z Rom.15.r4 
conceal the comfort fhe had conceived upon the conception of her Saviour; nor 

reft, till fhe had imparted it toher coufin Elizabeth a. 4 he Apoftles onl wor a Luk Be 
bat fpeck the things thy had heard and feen b, they multdoit And saiit Part balsa oh 
was fo coaftrained by the love of Chrift c fed abroad in bis fox, that he could do cCons.14 
no leffe then perfwade other mento the like Chriftian courfe of life: yea he bad ; 
alae periwaded Agrippa alfo tobe a Chriftiaa d. Holy Bradford reckoned that d Aa. 24.23 
hour loft wherein he had not done fome good to other, by tonsue, hand, or pen. to 
And how comes it then ( beloved brethren , chat fuch a fore deadnefle, l and dump of 

zealand heavenly mindedneffe doth haunt the hearis even of Gals hidden ones e in ¢ P&AL83.3 
thefe unhappy dayes of fecuriey and forme, that ye cannot finde your tongues m 

Chriftiaa company, nor bave a.word (hardly ) to utter-there to any good perpofe ? 

Is it becaufe yenced noc learn, or be confirmed in the prefent truth, that ye are fo . 
Rill? is there nothing yet Zacking to your faith or growth f, that ve are fo tongue- fi Thef.z.to 
tied? God J am fure hath- commanded another thing: Thyrs foall ye fay every 

one to bes neig hbonr, and covery one 10s brother; what hath the Lord anfw, red, aad : f 
What harhbe fpokea g? And again, They flail fiand in the Wuyes, andengnirefer g ler 23 23 


Ew ‘er we fw ore h jer. Gt € 
the old way h, &c. Ifa paffenger know not his way, yer we fay, he hatha congue Jer. é 


in bis head, and he may feek direction; and fo be will tt he be bis own werthy. 

Why then do noi we, that are travellers coward heaven, uie aur rengues when we 

meet with company, asking of one another the way to Aion with aur faces thehr- 

Ward, going and weeping, and feckingihe Lirit, and fiying, C cate itd fet as jaye 

our felves watothe Lord ið a perpet stall covenant tht Bli eae be forgorené, is it 7 Jer gops 
fit to fay to God with thofe in Jeb » Depart fiora ss, for we difire uot the knowh age es 
of thy wayes k? or if we do aciire, are we roo good to ask, withthe Eunuch l, es 
to feek with che Church in the Canticles m, to krock atthe door of their lips fer a Pear Iot 
a fpirituall alms, who as libera!l houfe-keepers feed many #? isit iiftenefie in us, 

that we will not be beholding; or bathivaeffe, that we would not be thought tco 
forth-putting ? or is it not dulneffe rather, and difai Scion, that we receive no 
more good, and iron-boweld felfifhineffe that ewe do no more good ? looking up- 
on our own things onely with Cui, as if we were not our brothers keepers o; EA 
bearing finit to our felvcs onely with Ephraim p, asif the Lor d would be content l Palea 
with fuch empty vinces: living and lording it, usil Gir peter onr own ane 7Gal. $.13 
we not bound to ferve one another in love r; yea, and reenal five from all, yet to en 
make our felves fervantsto all, that we might casfiegfeme f. 2 doubt not but dumb “1 Gard. 
Chriftians are as well to be difliked and cenfin’d as dumb Miners, Phe manife- gle 
feftation of the fpirit ts given to prefit witho tı and the Philippians were all par- Saree 
takers, or fcllow-partners of Sc. Pawts gace n; ears eee : ills, the A 
gift bestowed on us for many s, Why fhould any of WB then bide tus candle under 5.2 Cor. 118 
a bufhell? thruft bis hand into his boro: ? dig his talent into the carth? fhall it . 
not be taken from us unleffe we improve it for common benefit ? and our felves be 

laid by as broken veflells, whereof there is no furcher ufe > ey many have wee 

known in our little experience, that once florrifoed like green bay-trces, and yech 

ded much refrefhing,* like Jonas his Gourd ; who yet ceafing afterwards from 

Chriftian exhortation, have been blatted as forward buds with untimely froits, 

and withered, as fonas his Gourd fmitten with the worm? How is thedoor of. i 

their lips (as one juitly complains ) that whilome was wont to open Wwirh the Lav af Sees 
grace J, now lockt up from good words, or moves asa door. on rufty hinges, 3 » 31. 
with murmuring and complaining, and fpeeches tending rather to the perverting 

of the hearers, then godly edifying? Ob look upon the fields of thefe frorhfol : n 
perfons, and when-ye fee them all grown over with thiftles and nettles, for want of os 
manuring, receive (nftruttion z. Andthat’sachird Ufes | 932 
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Sect. V. 
Ufe 3. Exhortstion to be forward and free to godly Difcourfe. 


Nitruction, I fay, and thatrin che Apoftles words: Let no corrupt communication 

proceed out of your moxthes, but that which is good to the nfe of edifying, that it 
may minifier grace to th: hearers a. Covet after (pirituall gifts, but chiefly that ye 
may cdifte b. Let no man pleafe himfelf, but pleafe every one his neighbour for his 
good to edification cy being realy to difiribate, willing te communicate d, and ex- 
change common comforts, fweereft foul-fecrets, fpirituall confolations, and con- 
fultartonswith whatfoever Chriftians. Bear Je one anothers burdens, faith St.Paul, 
and fo fulfill the law of Chrift. What is that law? hear it from his own mouth. 
Little children, yet a little while Lam with you: je pall feck me, and as I faid 
xato the lews, whither I go, ye cannot ceme, fo now I fay gnto you. A neW com- 
mandement give Í nato you, that Je love one another as 1 have loved Jon Gcf In 


which fpeech of his, our Saviour fhews, that whereas they might be grieved atthe 
loffe of his bodily prefence, he had prefcribed them a courfe tor the fupply of chat | 


comfort ; to wit, asloving friends and fellow-members, to fore together, fide to- 
gether, live cogether, love together, and by all means poflible co delight them- 
felves in a fruitfull fellowfhip one with another: than the which I know not whe- 
ther there be any thing in che whole earth more comfortable and glorious. Sure it 
is, if there be any heaven upon earth, next unto communion with God, itis in the 
communion of Saints; which differs onely in degrees from heaven : for there the 
Lord commands bis bli fine, faith David, and life for evernsore £. “Away then 
with chat finfull retiredneffe affeãed by fome, that neglect of profitable and com- 
fortable fellowfhip with ovr brethren, Did Chrift leave heaven to converfe with 
us, and- fhall we ftie up our felves, and live reclufed > Did he, at his return to 
heaven, Jay this Jaft charge upon us, the very night afore his ceath, to love one 
another, ashe loved us, and do we negie@ it? He dwells Rit ( by the prefence of 
his grace ) ia the affemblies of his Saicts h; yea there he hath a delight co dwell. 
Why fhould not we account it our happineffe, yea our heaven, that we may have 


leave to dwell where the God of heaven and avthour of all happineffe loves to , 


dwell?) The Church is called by Chrift, Chephjibab i. And the Saints were Da- 
vids chephiban k, his darlings, Hiseyes were spon the fuithfull in tke land, that 
they might dwell with him L, and he with them: and although aking, yet he held 
it no dilparagement to be companion to all thm that feared God, and kept his fla- 


rates m, though never fo pean in the worlds eye and efteem. Hence his thriftin 


the'trade of podlineffe ; it being a courfe of incredible profit. Yor,-when the mi- 
fticall body of Chrift ts fo fitly Joyn'd together and compailed, that cvery joynt makes 
a fupply, then there is a bleffed increafe of the Whole body, wato the edifying of it felf 
in lave n. As on the other fide, it is no better then a finfull fhamefaftneffe, or 
blancht-pride, when Chriftians are fo retired, or referved ; chufing rather to remain 
needy, then to difcover their poverty; and like foolith and beggerly fhop-keepers, 
content themfelves with a vain thew, and a few painted papers {tuft with ftraw or 
fags, rather then they willufe any {pirituall trading with others, or lofe the name 
and opinion of wealthy men, by takiug up fuch wares as they want. 

Oh but Lam fo barren of matter, and unprovided of fit words, when I come into 
good company, thar Lam even athamed to fhew my head amongft them, and ex- 
ceedingly to feck. 

To feek are you? of what? furely of affection rather then of expreffion ; of 
hearts rather then words. For love makes cloquence * : as you may tee inthe true 
mother of the child in controverfie: who though a harlot, and of mean rank and 
breeding, yet how doth fhe pour forth her {elf in a hood of rhetoricall expreflions 
in pleading for her child before the king e, though a man of great majelty, anda 
mafter of fpeech p: and all becaufe fhe loved it, it isthe property of love to 
Fame a mans tonguc toa ready and eafie difcour% of the thing beloved : E the 

choller 


The Righteous mans Recompence. o 8z 
A i huntfman of his hounds, &c. and fo the Saints of their 

God and the things of his kingdome: as ts well to be feen in the Church in the 

Canticles, whofe heart being inflamed with the love of Chrift, her tongue was as 

the pen of a ready Writer : it ranne with great facility and skill while fhe pake of alas 

the things which foe had made of the king q. Let the blame therefore reft where q Plal.4s.1 

it fhould (hardly) and learn here to fault your difaffection to goodnefle, in cafe you 

prove barren and unfruitiull in godly conference. 


Sect. VI. 


Helps to an holy dexterity this wy. How to 1. gerits ze Hjem, 


Ut what’s to bee done when i finde my felfe dull and indifpofed to this Auf. 
? 

Tift complain of it to God, and entreat himto open thy lips, that thy mouth Anfi. 
may few forth bis praife. Complain of it alfo to others, where thou comet. For 
this, ac leaft, will follow ; that thou fhalt hereby minifter occafion of godly conie- 
rence, to your mutuall kindling, and quickning. When Silas and T impo Db Hs came, 
Paul burn’d in fpirit r, who before perhaps, was not altogether fo forwardly. r As 18.5 
You fee how one ftick kindlerh another, if laid together: nay cake me two fint- 
ftones and fmite them together and although both be naturally cold,yet by mutuali 
collifion, fire will be expreffed So “twill be here between Chrittian and Chriftian. 
Let them be never fo dry and dull to this duty, if they but begin once to bewail, 
betwixt chemfelves, their prefent indifpofednefle, way will be made to a better tem- 
per. For as when wicked men are mute and all amort ( as they fay ) one evil word 
fets abroach many: fo will one good word draw on another among the godly, ro 
the fingular advantage of the whole company. , E this cift. thew 

Secondly, make ufe of all Gods means for the greatning o t is gift, the want 
whereof yeto much bewail ; labouring toabound, with the Corint Mans, in now- acon’; 
ledge, faith, and utterance f: being full of all goodneffe with the Romans, a e foore. 
to admonifh one another ¢, or as thefe ancient beleevers in the ext, tofe o ten 
peaking one to another by heavenly counfell, confirmation in grace, and fpiritua acolat ee 

urag . Eor this purpofe ; ; o. of. 2.15 

encon euere wod of Chif dwell richly in you, in all wifdome, this will ena- x 1 Cor.14.35 
ble you to tesch and admuaifh one another in Pialms and hyrans, s we 7 Yor there > ooh g he 
is edification alfo in the appointing of fit Pfafmes x. ‘The holy Scriptures are Erova g 
therztore called rhe word, among other reafons, becaufe they fhould be the matter I. 
and boundary of our words. Jf any fesk (faith St. Peter ) let him [peak as me 2Ecclet 12 12 
Oracles f God y. And whatever ye doin word or deed, (faith St. Parl, afterhe “Swn. 


‘had laid down this rule in fpeech ) do all in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and DADON 


ing richly i hey are alfo called chieftains, ECY 8 20 
according to his word dwelling richly in you ©. They are alfo ca Piefiaias, da Tim, 1.13 
or detders a. and Lords of cellelions b (according to fome ) becaufe they are Jpaivoyres. 
as Leaders, and Lords Paramount above all other words and writings of men that pine litere. 

a . 3 5 } 7 
ever were collected into, volumes. Hence the Prophet fends us to the daw and 10 nos imbucre fo- 
the teftimonies c ( thofe found words d that havea healing property in them above lent bac arte 
all filed phrafes, and humane expreffions ) affuring us, thatif any {peak not accor- Sapiu è loquendi, 

j; ; i becaufe there 1s no light izthem. Vhis David knew, and there- Namin verbo 
Pore py abe wad of vip ipa tach be ( which have well dfgetted, acd by long fierce 
fore, By the words of thy lips, faith he ( which rave well difgett 1, and y long gitar, quo pre 
practife made my proper language ) J kave kept me fiors the push of the deflroyir, mones condi 
andam fully purpofed that my mouth ball not tranfgreffe c, or paffe the bounds ; endi. Unde A- 

: i irectory of all his fpeeches, Pofoli verbo 
to wit, of Gods holy word, which he had fet up for a Directo y s {hid in rte pro- divine inftrui 
both for matter, end, and meafure. So of the godly woman it is ai ieee funr fal 
verbs, that the law of grace is upon her tongue f, that is, the was fo well verie i Terre, dec. 
i ebe : T . ability ifcop. Sarj: 
inthe holy Scriptures, that fhe had there-hence gathered and gotten an ability o ike Sari b 
fpeaking with profit and power in the things of Gods king ome thers for von. as ¢ Plal 7-4 

2. Pray for the gift of utterance, and beg the prayers of o he you: aS E irov 31.26 
Paul doth often with grearelt earneftneffe of intreary g: and yet hee was a man 2 Ephef. 619 


‘ver himfelf in: rmesas another: but Coloft.4, 
pafling well-{poken, and able to deliver himfelf in as good termesas a hee olofl.4.3 


Wee D aklai iii amiT n, o 


f 
y) 
a 


>. 
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drdi — 


what of that > he faw fufticient caufe to fend to heaven for utterance and bold- 

nefle of fpeech, and to ufeall the help he could make for thar purpofe: For whe 

b Exod: 4.0% pith made mans mosth---? have not L the Lord h? There may be Juch and fuch 
preparations in the heart of aman, but, (when all’s done ) the anficer of the tongue 

tProv.16.1 x fromthe Lord i. Letaman beas eloquent as Aaron, as powerfull in the Scrip- 
tures as Apelos, as full of matter as Elihu, who was ready to burft for want of 

kJob3218, vent k » yet unleffe God cpen bis lips, his mouth can never fpeak to his praife 
“~. This David came to fee and acknowledge upon fecond thoughts, Pfal, 51. For 

having promifed that his tongue fhould fing of Gods righteoufnefle, he retracts. as 

it were, and corrects what he had fpoken in the next verfe. Notas one that repen- 

ted of his promife, but as one that had promifed more of himfelf then he was 

able to performe , and therefore fubjoyns, Lord open thou n, 


e r ny lips, and therm 
n Per Wg month l, or, The reaton we {peak no betrer to men, is beck we {peak nb 
Job 6.25 oftner to God, to teach us to ipeak as we ough, knowing how to anfwer every 
co As 25.25 man M. 7 . 
p Colol.g.6 3- Laftly, practife much this duty of holy conference: run into the 


pe Ub of Gods people, that {peak the language of Canaan naturally and familtarly ; and 


ficorie there imitate fuch asare moft expert, and beft gifted that way. Accuftome your 
r Joh.6.68 felves allo to fpeak there ( as you have occafion, right words ”, fober words o, 
x Cane 5.45 favoury words p, fea‘onable words 4, wholefome words v, the words of grace 
ae and of wifdome {, the words of eternall lite t; finally all fuch words as iffue 
that willmoc from thofe inward graces, (that good treafure, as our Saviour calls it) of know- 
pivedownher ledge, faith, love, joy, zeal, defire, forrow for fin, &c. and advance thofe main 
milk; but ends, Gods glory, the falvation of others, and our own fafecy. Not barrelling and 
opening eur hoording up our gifts, as rich cormorants do their corn: nor yet fo clofe and cu- 
mutusiledifi- TOUs OF our words, asto fay no more in company then what may breed applanfe 
aaien and admiration of our worth and wifdome, as proud felf-feekers : but as good 
eels houfe-keepers, having that honey and milk of good matter ender our lips #, that 
fpes bee We may plentifully pour forth to the feeding of many *. Certainly the gifts of 
iti etice fuch fhall noc perifh in the ufe. as temporal! commodities do #, or be the worfe for 
thatyemay Wearing, bur the better, and brighter, as the widows oyl, or plow mans coulter. It 
know how to is ufe chat makes mafteries in any skill, and foin this. Jf your congue fhall ever 
Pilon a be as the pen of a ready writer a, inure it much to Chriftian communication *, It 
chat by fpeak- 1S practife ¢ and not precepts fo much) that makesa good fcribe: and although a 
ing well, we man beat firft but a bungler ac it, yet by ufe and exercife he will attain to write 
leam to fpeak both fairly and {wiftly too, afteratime. Sohere. I conclude this fecond directi- 
wel » on with chat of our Saviour. Wherefore, ler every 

A st hee kingdome of heaven be like untoa good houtholder that bringeth forth out of his tred- 
dois deg. fare ( asneed requires ) both new and old J 

1 Tim.t.15 Thirdly, labour and learn the well-ufing, 


z Colof4.6  courfe and utterance you in’ 
Hon quid fem- you have attain’d unto. 


com pany 


“ae wile ordering that ability of dif- 
’ i work of no leffe pains then profit: 
per loquendum ard, I confeffe, but highly concerning all that would give upa comfortable accoun: 
fits eftenim Of the talents they have been entrufted with. And here ( chat I may haiten ) pre- 
tempus tacendi: cious and worthy of all acceptation * is that countell of St. Past. Let your fpeech 


ed quod cum A ; . 
belay fem- be alway with grace, feafoned with falt, that Je my know how to anfwer every 


percurandum 74% % In which text there isnot a word but hath its weight, nota fyllable, bug 
ut loquamur its fubftance. > 


prout oportet, Firft, Lee your (beech, faith he, be with ovace. a 
Deven. ; ae 


APIS TS mutt be alway fpeaking, for in the multitude of N 
Keyavirse, iå that vefraineth his lips + Wife a. To lay on more words upon any bufineffefthough 
Luciano dy ` never fo good ) then the matter requires, argues impotency of mind, exceffe of af- 
Arifloph.di- fection, or pride in {peaking. Be not therefore ever fy caki f li 
Gil peaking (foran open mouth 
quad apero pi- 1S % PUtgatory to the maker ) but ever when ye do {peak, let your fheech be with 
anteq, ore effe, S7A¢e- And foit is: 1. When it proceeds from a habit of heavenly-minded- 
plerangue fiul- neffe, from a principle of grace, a good treafure within b. 2. When for manner, 
tina K it : delivered with a grace: whiles we do not turn over thefe difcourfes lightly 
in aaa AN poene, as news or table-talk, but with fuch reverence and affection, as 
b Mac. 12.35 my rae PA ER touched with the majelty of Gods truth ; and that we 

peak not by rote, but experience ; as having felt the power of chat we {peak upon 


our 


ad alway fo. Not that we 


‘ords Wanteth noe Jinne: bnt hee 


Scribe that is inflrullted tothe 
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onr own hearts and confciences. My heart ú inditing (or frying ) a good master. 
T peak of thething J have made touching the king c. 3. And chiefiy, when the 


c Pfal. 45.1 


matter of ourdifcourfe is good, and fach as miniftreth grace, (not vile) tothe WAS andé, 


hearers ¢. Nor but that it may be lawfull for us to confer of morall and civill bu- 
fineffe alfo, betwixt whiles : but this muft be done,. 1. More fparingly, as chiefly 
minding that Oxe thing neceffary e, and moft expert in our own Countrey dialed. 
2. Leffe affectionately ; wee may not fhew that earneftneffe, life, and comfort 
here asin {peaking of the things above. Nor jefting, or foolifs talking f, ( think 
the fame of other ieffe neceffary * difcourfes) be rather giving of thanks. There's 
a great deal of force lies in that word (rather.) 3. In communing of thefe com- 
mon and ordinary things , wee fhould fhew the inward grace and fandtification 
of our hearts: foaring on high ( many times ) ina low matter; and full keeping 
our foulsuponthe wing. As St. Paxl, who writing to Philemon of fo mean and 
abject an object, asa poor vaffall and bond-flave, prefently mountetir up into the 
very heavens, and fetsa grace, a gloffe upon bafe matters by his holy character of 
gracious fpeech. Our civil converfation, alfo (and communication tóo ) Jbosld be 
in heaven g. Laftly, our fpeech is with grace, when for the effect, it renders us 
gracious and acceptable in the ears of God and his people; and makes his remem- 
brance of us {weet and precious when abfenr, for the good fruit reapt and received 
by our company and conference, when prefent. : 


Ren. 
‘artago. 

d Eph 4-29 
e Luk. 10,42 
J Ephef.s.4 * 
* Tæ tx aris 
KOvT ch. 

Thar do not 
fo mainly 
conduce to 
the chief end. 
Doxnesms , 
omeiley wdey 
arlo zava 
Aq Tis ourd)~ 
aeTeCsay 
aura, Xenoph. 
liba.de didlis 
C fae Socrar, 
£ Philip. 3.20 
oA TEU pce 
nor. 


Pa , 
Sicut rota que in terra voluitur, parte ima dy minima cam tangit, catera exftat, dy eff ia alto: Sienos oportet decurrere. bef 


hac humilia, optima parte altos, dy elevatos. Lipf.in Epiftol, 


Secondly, Iet your fpecch be feafoned with falt, faich the Apoftle :* he meaneth 
it not of fale jeafts, clofe fquibs (the fome and froth of wit, as One calls them ) 
feurrillous and bitter frumps, {cornfull and fpitefull taunts and abufes, impeaching 
the credit and comfort of our neighbours : This is not that the Apoftle here intends; 
but, x. The falt of mortification, that dries up, and drives out by degrees, that 
fuperfluous and finfull humour in evil words, that eafily corrupts good manners h: 


Diwnam, `. 


Tenuifimus 
ingenij frudint 
Jorari Cicero, 

Linguam ha- 
bes, non ut alios 
Jalibus tuis. 


and fets fuch a blur upon the hearts both of fpeaker and hearers, as nothing can mordeas, fed 
fetch out again buc the blood of Chrift. 2. The falt of difcretion, teaching to ™ pee gratias 
obferve all due circumftances ; as when, where, and before whom we fpeak. So fhall pes ryfoft.. 


wein profiting others reap the fruit of itin our own hearts: for, as Solomon faith 


1 Coras . 


ə Sunt qui non 


Aman hath joy by the anjwer of his mouth: and a word (poken in due feafor how falemin fe hae 


good isit i ? Good it isto the fpeaker, and good alfo to the hearers, every way ee tabé, 
profitable, and precious, even a apples of gold in pittures of filvers tok M pik d 
l aliis aflare 


Sfatagunt Epifcop.Sarish, in locum. iProv.15.23. k Prov.22.11. D. Staxpicius ad Lutherum Augufte coram Cajetans 
Card. comparentem dixit, memor eflo, frater, te ifia in nomine Dom. nofiri Jefu Chrifti incepiffe. Qhod verbum non quafi à 


Staupicio, fed per eum diftum accepit memorique animo femper tennit. 


Thirdly, the end of this Apoftolicall precept followes, and that is, that ye may 1 Prov.rg.2 . 
know ; and, how to anfwer every man. There is a Science, an Art of fpirituall MaG tors 
fpeech, of holy Rhetorick, which every Chriftian is bound to look into : ftudying Sra 4,18 


well toanfwer before we {peak 1, keeping ns carefully within our line m, both of 


TOs EY Ab- 


yw, a ftamp 


our callings, and the meafure of the knowledge and grace that God hath given us; for (peech... 
being content to learn daily, as well how to fpeak, as how to live; ‘efpecially fince el a : 


weare bound to be examples to others, not oncly in faith and converfation, but alfo 


AAR 


tn Words, and communication ‘z: The skill whereof is no where elfe to be learn'd p Prov. 25.14 
but in Chrifts fchool. For though Reafon yeeld us conceipts, and Nature a tongue, * Quod de Se. 
yet it is God alone that can give us to fpeak with the tongue of the learned, to mini. lomone feribi. 


fer a Word in feafon: that is, to time aword o, (as Bfay phrafeth ic) and to 


tur id ad omnes 
pios fus grade 


fet it upon the wheels p, (as Solomos ) that it may run right upon the proper ob- extendi poref. 
ject ; whiles we know, firit, and know how, next, to anfiver every man, whether Quafivit ver- 
he be weaker or ftronger then our felves. For one kind of anfwer will not ferve to 54 utilie, ds 


all forts of men, but difcretion is to be ufed here, as much as in any thing. * Eve- 


ermenes re- 
thffims con- 


ty good:man is not capable of every good fpeech, nor any man at all times alike, fers. Ecckf. 

Some weakeyChriftians, asthey cannot bear all exercifes of religion q, fo nei- 12.12.'Epifiop. 

ther all kinds of difcourfesof religion. The Hebrews (fuch was their #xskilfulne ffe ns H on 

in the word of rightconfneffe ) had need of milk, and not of ftrong meat r. ne cea ee 
that 


Q4q4q 


tHeb.$,11,13 


ag 
PERTEN AA RT O ad 


hta cect a aie es wis 


hat is weak in fai i receive ` + not to dosh} sl difpstations {. Holy Lob 
that is weak in faith, faith Paul, receive Jou, but not to dozsbij . 
t bhta. wifheth that his friends would bold their peace, that it might be imputed to them for 


“Tob.6.14 — ywifdomt becaufe they {poke many good things, but befides the purpofe, and 
æZac.1.13. 


X Por a friżad x. To fuch we muft give good werds and comfortable x pleafant words, fuch as 
z Iob.23. 


$e ay befweeeneffe rothefoul , and health to the bones y, and more efteemed then 
ign eee fade Oe. comfort the feeble minded, fupport the weak. be pittient toward 


le, fo yeeld co fuch prioritie of {peech as Eli 
ar a eae Gistoh top fall of matter, as he ) till our turns come, which they 


h ies buried inthe brefts of abler Cbriftians, and all becaufe the wellis deep (as fhe 
me Gailis mD ad chee wants a bucket de Some Chriftians you fhall finde more dexterous 
hymna? and fufficient at difcuffing of controverfies, fome in refolving of cafes, fome in ex- 


Horspift. pounding fcripcures, fome in comforting of confciences, fome in difcerning and 
g Heb.13.22. 


Pr omiaa whenfoever youcomeinto’ the company. of fuch, know that there is a price put 
7A&18.26. into your handse, and fee that ye neglect it not. iin 
& Prov.30.2 3. Be ftill getting , and gathering from fuch : exact ofyour felves a fenfible ad- 
#Cants.¥5 dition to your talents by treading with thefe fpiritual Merchants ; who having 
ciel ae found the pearl of price themfelves, do daily caf pearls before others, in their graci- 
nal yds re ous fpeeches f, ifwe have but graceto pick them up. This were the way to be . 
grire par? ble to anfwer every man for their fpiritual ufe and benefit. Up therfore and be 
Berrie ys- doisg. asychave any opportunitie. Be ftill facking from the wifer fort of godly 
ong ee people, as the bee from the flower, fhe will not off, ye know, till fhe have got 
Baflepif. 81. fomwhat out of it) ftoring up in your lives that which may help in time of {pen- 
ad Exitathiun. ding Suffer we fhould rhe word of exhortation g from thofe that come fhort of us: 
acyl aa f fd Mofes from Fethro,David from Abigail, Fob from the meantt of his fervants, 
das} Tollasaied h being ready to learn of any body i, as knowing we have caufe to ya alr 
iurnece Agur, farely Lam more bratih then any man , and have not the underftanding o 
extenuann fed 4 an k, &c. But from thofe that excel us we fhould covetit, drawing and drain- 
peri a ing from them that milk, and honey chat lies under their tongues/. Counfelin the 
Fan duhedi heart of aman, is like deep water: but aman of underftanding will draw it ost. And 
xemfentict, the more he draws, the more he addes to his own. skill, and the others ftore = 
non femia mì- ig being here as with wellsand fountains, which are bettered by drawing, as 
mee Bafitlongfince obferved* and is found true by experience &c. 


CHAP: 


difcovering the devils depth, and fetches, fome in one thing, fome ‘in another, . 


need 
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Ne tienns was Recomperice, Bag 
CHAP, V. 


Dor. INI. The texts further expounded : and withal the Dottrine of Gods gracions 
acceptance of onr upright performances propounded, 


Then they that feared the Lord, fpake often oneto another : anit 
the Lord bearkued and heardit Ce. 


“WEre begins the fecond gencral part of our Text, and that’s Gods part. They 

E Bhad done their beft endeavour amidft an ungodly nation, for they feared the 
Lords aud gave very good proof ofit, whiles they both thought upon his name 
for their, own fupport and comfort, and Spake good of his name, for the con- 
‘fataction of the bad, and confirmation of the ‘better fort of people. Thus 
did thefe good foules bufie and beftir themfelves , both within doors and with- 
out, at bome and abroad - among their foes on the one hand, and their friends 
on the other. Bue what does God in che mean while > Verily no man ferveth 
God for nought, as thofe wicked would needs have it : being (therein at 
leaft beyond their father the devil, in lies and blafphemies 2. Gods retributions a Job.r.9. 
are bountiful witneffes, the words following, the Lord hearkenedand heard coc. 
He heard not onely but hearkeried and heard, which is the gefture and behavi- 
our ofa very heedful hearer *, one that is much taken with the difcourfe - accord- * geftus ditia 
ing tothat of the Prophet , The ie of them that [ee hell not be dims and the genter aufculs 
ears of them thar hear (hall hearken b. Tis fomwhat to hear , but moré to hear- nei \ 
ken and;hear for it imports not attention onely but affection too;whether of grief age À 
or delight, asthe marter callsfor. it wasnot then a little or light regard the Lord BB fay.32.3 
had tohis people here, when they thus gat togethe, and {pake together ofhim 
and hisname : but itappearsthat he took {pecial notice of it, (for he heard) and 
fingular content in it, (for he hearkened and heard) which is a degree beyond 
the former, in fhort, he was much affected and delighted with their godly 
{peeches, and other religious performances: and therefore earneftly liftened, and 
laid hisearclofe to theit gracious lips, aé loth to lofe any Particle of that preci- \ 
ous language : what may we hence obferve but this? 

That the Lord is very much taken, and marveloufly well-pleafed with the Dod: at 
godly conferences and other holy performancesof his faithful people. 


SECT. 1: 
The doltrine confirmed by Scriptures 


His to affure us of, itis, thatthe Lord every where almoft in holy fcriptures 
t. So commands and calls for fervicé from us: and that upon tearms of grea- 
eft incouragement. For , thas Saiththe Lord, the holy one of Ifrael, and his maker, 
Ask, me things to come concerning my fons; ard concerning the work of my hands 
command ye mec 2. So feékes and fues for it, asaman would do for fome mat- 


f s € c Efay.4g.11 
ter of price and good account. The father feckes after fuch, faith our Saviour, to dJohn bir 


wor hip him, as worlhip pim in fpirit axdiztruth. It was death to follicite the Per- facem dy fii- 


fian kings uncalled : for God is fo Pleafed with our’ acceffe, chat he follicits fi- pried 
tours 3. That he fo indents and bargains with us for fervice in Ine of his love,in quod fed Deo 


exchange. of his bleflings. Call upon me in the time of trouble, and Iwill hear thee. expeti ftiant ei 
and thoy ther fide fhalt glorifie mè. This the peaple of God (knowing his efefe in dek- 
minde: 


eltipulate, and ingage themfelves unto by covenant on their part: has 3 
imtnat vow of his, upon the way to Padan- Aram, if God faith he, will Rae 
aM Qqq2 be 


Eyer sewn pen nen art te are À 


ee 
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be with me and keep me Sc. Then (hall the Lord be my God, aid I will build him 

f Gen. 28.20 an honfe, and pay him tith of allf, So David in his peenitential, Reflore unto me the 
joy of thy falvaion,then well I teach tran|grefforrs thy way. Deliver me from blood- 

guiltineffe, fo fhal! my tongue fing aloud of thy righteon{ieffe g 4. Hence it is, that 

g Pfal. 51.14 the Lord fochidesand blames his people for doing him no more, no better fer- 
15 vice. Why doye [pend money for that which is not bread ? and your Labour for tiat 
which profiteth not ? hearken diligently unto me h Gc. And again, why will ye not 

come unto me that ye may have lifes ? And hitherto ye have asked nothing in my 

name : ask and ye fhall receive, that your joy may be full. 5. Laftly he fignifieth 

BEGy5$ 2 snd fealeth up his good. account, and dear acceptance of our fervice, when he 
3 Toh o cancome by it, by the abundant content and complacency he cakes therein. He 
rahe 23 delighteth not in the flrength of an horfe, be takes not pleafure mihe legs of ansar 
the Lordtakes pleafure in them shat fear liam, in them that hope iz his mercy l See 
this in two or three powerful expreflions , and love-breathing paffages in chat fong 
offongs. O my dove that artin the clefts of the rocks, in the fecvee places of the fevies 
(x. thou chat arthid and laid upasa jewel of price, inthe golden cabinet of my 
racious providence, and fo fet fafe out of the gunfhot of hels power and policy) 
Shew me thy fight (1. Appear often before me in holy duties) Zer me he.r chy vsice 
( viz ) liftup in prayer,godly conference &c. ) for thy poice is fweet and thy 
countenance comely m ( foit icemed to him that had made it fo by his comelineffe 
putuponher: and alfo accepting her for fuch, all wantsand weaknefles notwith- 
1m Cant. 2.14, ftanding..) So inanother place, Thos haft ravifhed my heart, my filer, my 
i aa fpoufe, thonhaft ravifoed my heart with one of thine eyes, ( that finglecye of thine 
life up in praier, and heavenly contemplation ) with one chaise of shy meck on, 
(thy profeffion and practife of my lawes and ordinances: whichis as an orna. 
xCantgg = ment of gracetothy head, and chaines about thy neck 0.) Locherethe Lord 
eProv.1.8,9 Chrift himfelf, that was not moved one, whit with the proffer of the whole 
woild, and all its glory p , is yet loft in love to afanctificd fouie: his heart 
p Mar.4.8 wounded and wonne by her. religious deportments. So verfe 11. . of that 
Amore incom4 fame chapter, Thy lips,O my Jpoufe, faith he, drop as the hony-comb, hony and 
zaii ie a milkare under thy tongue q. Behold how {weet to Chrifts palat are the graci- 
rofirumam. ous words of his people = fweeter then any hony to his mouth z . Nay he 
yem ambiat. eateth not only of their bony, but of their hosy-combe too, and drinkes nut of 
Joh.1$.9- their wine alone, but of their milk alfo; takes content not only in their mere 
Bea in dbe excellent , and more exquifite performances, but in their meaner fervices too; he 
qCant.g.21 not only bottles up their teares, and bookes up their praiers / and fruitfull con 
' ferences, but harkens even to the fighs of his prifoners t , nay totheir si 

y phl. r19. # alfoand theirchatterings ; as of Hezekiah, who wasfo cpprelt with grief an 
303 extremitie, that he could not fpeak butchatter x~ only, when he came to pray; 
f bate $6.8 and yet the Lord took fuch delight in that he did, ( weake though ic were) 
ian ae as he prefently bad J/aiah ( before he was yet gone out into the middle of the 
x Efay 38.14 court ) turne again with a quite contrary meflage: Yea and yeelded him more 
yEfay 385 then he asked; full fifteen yearcs y , which we commonly call two mens lives, 
RPGL2i4 with advantage. He asked of thee life, faith the Plalmift , and thon gavef it 
him, even length of dayes for ever and ever z . 


2 Pfal.147.10. 
a 


SECT, IL 


The Dottrine confirmed by reafons from God the father, Son, 
` asd Holy Ghoff. >` 


Pa È Ow the reafon of thisfo gratious difpofition and dealing of the Lord, with 
Reaf, 1. Å N his faithfull people refpe&ts either him, or them. f 

© The firft Reafon from God hath a threefold profpet: for, it | 

_ Wardthe Father, 2. toward the Son, 3. toward the Holy Gho 

For the Father firft: Ic muft be confidered, that originally: f 

moves him hereunto, without the lcat concurrence or congriitttpi 


kes 1, to 
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worth or deiert atall in the creatures. He takes pleafure in the faints and their 
facritices, oniy for the good pleafures fake of his own will. Of Ais own will 
begat he us by the word of tarh, that we fhould be a kinde of firft-friites ef the 
creatures a . Audof the famehis own will, dothhe take delight in the duzy 
we do him, being thus begotten - that like as naturall parents delight to hear 
their own little ones prattle, or do fome fmall chare, and think it fine and hand- 
fone, when others think it foolifh and troublefome. So itis between Gedand 
his dearechildren. Any good thing from them is very good, takes wonder- 
fully with him ; and although it were cafie for his pure eyes 6 to finde out many 


flawes in their beit workes ( as good Nehemiah well aw, end therefore craved bHabaç.r. r3 
ain 4 


pardon ¢ {0 olt of his zealous retormations ) yet be feerh no fin in Jecob d . Or c Nihe. 13.2. 


if hedo (as indecd he doth ) yet he /pares them asa man fpareth his ewn fen 4Num.23.21 
that fervethhim e . Thi. is God the father. 
| Seconuly y it is for God the Sons fake ; and by meanes of his merits CML 3417 
and m:dit.on. thatourfervices ( fimple as they are ) finde any grace or favour 
wich che Almighty : whilit our wants-go cover’d with Chrifts interceftion : 
ani out suite: and fervices are followed in heaven by hisadvecat.on f. Lock 
whet ever holy duty we performe, the Lord Jetus (che mediatour of the new ft Joh. 2. r, 
Covenant, ) not only prefentsitco his father, but refinesic firit and perfumes 
it wi.ts his odours g . And heuce it is that God finell-s a tweer favour of re & Reve 5.8. 
and peace from our f.ci-fices, which elle would itmek werle in his no- 
ftrils, then the onion» and ga lick of the Egyptian fieth-pots. Hence that of the 
Apoltie, By him let ws offer the facrifice of piaife ( audio any other fpirituall 
fervice, thar fhall fixie acceptance ) 20 God comuinntly b . Ard, by kim we h Heb. 13.15; 
have acceffi, by one fpirit, untothe father i. This was fhadowed out ( of oki ) 
by the door of the tabernacle: whicha.it never was or any hardordebarring Eph. 2.18; 
motter, but of a veile eafily penetrable; to at the paflion of our saviour, jt did 
(of aies own accord ) rend in funder ; to thew ou eafie ucceffe unto, and high 
acceptance with God in an, holy duty, through Chr:ft the peace-maker k. K Eph. 2 14: 
Thi- allo was not obfcurely ry pitied by the high Priett’s plate, wherein was fairly 
engraven, Holisefe iw the Lord: which was to be upon kis forchead, the fore- 
from of bis miter, thet he might beare the inianitie of the offerings, which ihe 
childven of liracl henald offer in ali thcir holy offerings, and it foonld be alway TEX, 28, 36; 
ea bis foresead ro meke them acceptable before the Lo-d t. 38. l 
Bur thirdly,as it is by the mercy of the fatberand the moit of the fon, fo is italo 
by the hand of the holy ghoft upon them, that God is fo greatly plated wich 
the iuites and fetvices of his people, the Ap ‘fic inttancet in one religious duty: 
we may fately estendirtoall chereft. Likewife, faith he, the Spirse belveth our ™ Rom 8.26., 
tafirssitics m , hefets his fhoulder to the work togeth.r with us, as the word Ohana 
there imports, For we (filly foules ) kiow nor what w: fhonld pray for as we ought, * Excite Vea 
we neither know, what for the mat.er, nor as we ouyht fo- the manner. Bat the hemens defides 
Spirit it felf (aga:nft all the roarngs and repinings of the flefh \ maketh lend and son ale 
at . . . § * CERAI 
M ent for m in this cafe with Zroamngs which cannot be uttered * : quoque alios af- 


. Jetus anmi,ut 
1. He les us fee our wantof God, which nature ftudioufly covercth, gaudium et a- 
2. He fets before us the excellency and worth of fiudmg favour with Gog, meem adeò we 


thethought whercot never entereth the naturall mans heart # . i sae S 


3- He ftirreth up and kindleth in us ftrong affeGions in prayer , dictating ram communem 
words and expreffions anfwerable to thofe afe@ions. longè exupe- 

In fhort, he workes all our workes in us o > as the prophet faith: for we "7 Roloc. 
cannot fo much as fu/pirare, unleffe he do fir infpirare, breath ont afizh for tele aoe 
fin, except th. fpirie do firft breath itinto us. Mach [fe can we make an eHectu- Quories video 
all and comfortable prayer, or do any thing cif, tats truely good without te, fijicrrem, 
him. Sith prayer ( think the fame ftill of any other holy duty ) is the bre. 1h 7" cubit» fhi- 
of the {pirit, che pad//e of th`fpirit: without whom, what is prayer elfe bur an hi Hrg 
empty ring, atixkding Cymball? Pray ( faith St. Iude ` in the holy ghoft. ~- And p Jedé 20. fee” 
then he that farcheih the heart, will eafily know the minde of the [pirie, chat te | Cer 14.48. 
o Jor us according te God q , or worthy of God, and to his grcateft Eph s TA 2 
iking. Such another phrafe the Apoftle hath of Godly forrow. 2 Cor. 7- hard Seine ~ 


a Qqq3 Where 


a Jam. 1.38. 
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7 2Cor.7.s0. where he callethic, 4 forrow according to God v, thatisa fpirituall god-like for- 
nkata Otr row , and fuch as iffuech from the {pirit of God. For rhe wind mujt blow ere 
avan the waters flow f faiththe Propher. And it is the fire of the fpirit (faith a Divine ) 
no mon in our hearts (as in a {till ) that fendcth up thofe dews of repenting tears into 
moedall our heads, that drop forth of our eyes. Think the hke of chriftian watch- 


nigne, fulncflz : Even Peter, James, and Jobn , ( thofe pillars £, ) will be 


rd TH meo- ready to fleepand buckle ; yeaand that in the houre of temptation # too, if the 
Oren he {pirit do not quicken them,and as it were hold up with forks their heavy eye-lids. 


prayer of And for reading of the Scriptures, look how the Philiftines could never under- 
God. ftand Swmpfons riddle , till they plow’d with Sumpfozs heifer x, fo neither can we 
$Pia147.18 conceive or relith the deep things of God without the aydeand affiftance of the ipi- 
An ritof Gody. As on the other fide: With this holy {piric , and by it, we are 
súr. 2: Santtified usto obedience, and fprinkling of the blood of Jejus z, purified in obeying 
# Mat 26.41. the truth unto unfained love of the b:ethren a> quickened unto al? goodneffe , 
æ Judy 14.18. rightconfneffe and truth b , canfed to keep Gods commandements c > himtelf 
73 ae {etting usto work *, workingall our wo:ks for us d, fanctifying all the works 
se, of our hands, yea fandifying the offering up both of our telves and onr fervices 
TI Perr2 to God, asthe Altar fanctifies the gift e, and opening usa welcome acceffe to 
re Pet.t-22 to God inall our performances f, who as he knowes the meaning and minic of 
preys a7 Mus fpirit g, {ohecannot butaccept that facrifice that is k.ndied by the fire of bis 
» bpryodicdn- own {pirit , upon the tsue Altar Chrift, his own ton. Thisis the fuit Keafonta- 
THs ken from the three perfons in the Godhead. 

d Efay 26.12. 
€ Rom.I5 16. 
FEph.2.18 

£ Rom. 8.27 
Gårn. 


SECT. 161. 


The Doétrine further confirmed by reafons from the Sgints. 


Colof.3-12 T: next refpecteth the faints themfelyes , whofe perfons, fi ft, are clef, ho- 
lJ, and beloved: whole performances in the fecond place have a true and re- 


all goodneffe in them , and are therefore dearly accepted, and highly accounted of 
in the fight of God. i 


Real. 2. For the firt , It cannot be denied but that by natureall are alike hatefull to the 
h Deut.7.7 Almighty ; Neither is it for any goodnefle he ditcerns in one more then another, 
that he puts any difference. He loves his people merety becanfe he loves thm h, 
the ground of his love being only in himtelf. He adopts them accordsng to the 
p good-pleafure of bis will i , without the leaft dete& in himtelf, or detest in the 
AERA creature. Itis otherwife with us then it was with thofe maids in Ab, outer of 


ZEzek.16.6 histime: they were firft perfumed and purified afore he chofe one for himtelf ke 
mEph.s 26 God found usin our blood when he taid unto us Zive Z + and Chrift save himi! 
for his people that he migbe/anttifie and prefent them to himfelf a glorions <urch m. 
What was Aarons rod better then the reft, that it alone houd bud,and the reft 
lye dry by it» ? every name was alike written in their rod : there is ne: difference 
inthe letters , nor inthe wood: Iris Guds choite that made the diftintion. So, 
what was the floore ofa Jebefite to the Lord above all other fo:lestu beild aa 
02 Sam 2418 Altar on after the raging plaguc in Davids time o? Asin places,to in perfans Ged 
P CO4? maketh men to differ p , and that is cver worthieft that he pleateth to acept. 
Arannaha Jebufite by nature, but madea Profely te by gace, giveth his freehold 
4252.2423 aya King tothe King q. This deed of his, or rather this work uf Gods free 
grace , is long after remembred by the prophet ( as {ome not improbabiy inter- 
prethim. ) Ekron fhall be as the Tebufite r, Thatis, fay they, the barbarous 
people of Paleftina fhail beas the famous Arasnah : by kindred indecda Jedufire, 
but by Gods gracious acceptation and adoption an Ifraelite. Like as ( clfewhere ) 
£1 Chro. 7.17 Jether that was by his country an Ifmaelite f , is for his faith and religion called 
#2Sam17.25 an Ifraelite t. So then to {umm up this reafon ; albeit by nature’ the:’s never 
a better ofus ; butall are inthe fame hatefull and wotull conditicn :' all cut out 
? of the famecloth, as it were ( the heers only going beeween : ) Yet when grace 
w2Petrg Once comesand {etsa difference, whenthat divine nature s (as St. Peter an 


aNum.17.8 


r Zach.9.7 
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it )is transfufed into aman, and he begins to be like unto God 
refemblance , the Lord cannot chufe but love and delight in his ow 
ever he meets with it. Now the perfons of fuch being once inacceptation through 
Chrift ( Gods beloved one x ) their facrifices cannot but be well accepted alfo. x Eph.i 6 
Thus the Lord had refpe& to Abe/and his cffering, to Noaband his burnt-facrifice, @ayawné- 
to Abraham and his interceffion for Sodom . to lobs requeft for tis friends , to ” 
Davids for bis people, to Paxlsfor thofe in the fhip. Willyou know areafon? y Hebr 1g 
Abel wasa righteous perfon y, Noah his favourite Z, Abraham his friend, Job 7 Gen.6.8 
his fervant 2. David his corculum b or darling, Parl his elc& veffell e, Hence 5 lob.r.8 
TERS 4 ae 1 Sams i4 
their high acceptance in the court ofheaven: and hence that fingular delight and- 


cAaors. 
complacency that God took in their fervices, For, though the facrifice of the d Prov.1s.8 


wicked is an abomination to the Lord, yet the prayer of the upright is his delight d, Plal4.3. 
The blood of a {wine isas well coloured andas fair, to fee to, as the blood of a 

fheep: but the former was anabhomination to the Almighty , and prefent death 

to the party thar brought ir: when the later might with good leave and liking be 

powred about his Altar, and the facrificer depart ( with the publican ) jnftified and 

accepted. 

And that’s the fecond thing we were fpeaking to; refpeding the {crvices of 

Gods people : .in all which there js fomething of Gods, and fomething of their 

own. This later God gracionfly overlooks , taking notice only of his own 

partin that we do, and hence our acceptance. If this be not plain enough, take 

it thus : The Lord leadeth his people by his fpirit into good works by governing 

the habits of grace infufed, and producing therchence atts of grace: which 

though mixed with corruption as from us ( for who can bring a clean thing out 

ofan unclean e faith /ob > ) Yet are they good before God, who winks at the elobi 

à h è A : 44 
imperfections ; and havea true goodneffe in them , being therefore denominated Denominatio 
and called fromthe better part, good works f> good fruites g, fruits of che Spr- fit à potion, * 
rit h, who exercifeth our faith, hope, love, zeal, fear of Cod, humility, and f2Tm2.21 
other graces in producing them, Whence it is, that paffing by infirmities in the ee eit 
manner,Gog looks upon ail our religious performances as fraits of the vine i where- i Alay 5.4 
upon he is pleafed to feed heartily : the Church her felf (as knowing like another ACant.4.ul, 
Rebeecahfuch favoury meat as he beft loved ) inviting him thereunto; Let my be- $ ants.x 


loved come into his carden and eat his pleafant fruits k: which accordingly he did, 
as followeth in the next chapter /, 


infome truth of 
nimage, where 


SECT. 11L 


Ufe 1. Its otherwife with the wicked. Their perfons ave hated their performances 
~ rejected, and why, 


FS Ufe of this point: God gives diligent heedto, and takes great pleafurein Ufe. r. 
the religious performances of his faithfull people:this,as it muft needs be marve- > 
lous comfortable to the faints, fo it cannot but be exceeding terrible to the wick- 
edand unregenerate ; with whom (alafs ) itis farr otherwife, if they mark ir: 
For they are all Curfed with « carfe , even with Cains curfe, the Lord had no re- 
{pec to his facrifice m, with Sauls curfe, whom the Lord would not anlwer m@en.4.s 
neither by dreames, nor by Urim, nor by prophets n : with Afoabs curte, he f He Pye 
Ball come to his Santtuary to pray, faith the Prophet , but fhall not prevail os Ta 
with the curfe of Davids enemies > who cryed ont, but there was none to Save them, : 
Tea, to the Lord but he anfwered thens not p. Or if hedo hear them (as he did Pfal.i®.4r 
fometime that Non-fach Ahab q + nay the devill himfelf 7 ) yet it is for no other A nivel) 
end, then that he may come upon them the more juftly, asd confume them after ke 2 Min 3 32 
hath done them good f : their. prefervationis no better then a refervationto fome f loth.24.20 
farther mifchief. 

But ufually the Lord frownes upon fach, and turnes the deaf ear unto them - 
and worthily , for thefe three caufesamong many, Firft they cannot prefent him __ 
With any fervice truly good and acceptable fo long as they are out of Chrift ». ot tHebrng 3 

their 


ee ee ee ao 
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their aGions naturall, civill, recreative, religious, are abhomination. Not the 


` a Prov.214 plowing # oncly, but the prazer of tke wickid is fizne x, faith Solomon. Pray 


x Prov.15,8 they cannotindeed, ( to fpeak properly ) becaufe thew want the fpirit of prayer: 
J Zach, 22-10 that fpiritof grace and of deprecation y. Say they may, ( with thofe many in 
the Piilm ) Wo wil foew usany gosd ? but pray they cannot, as there, Lord Lift 
z Pfal.4.s, tion np the lightef thy countenance upon ns x. With they may with Balzam, the 
j Pial ano Soothlayer, O et me die the death of the righteous, and let wy Lfl end bee like nto 
c Natt. 1234 bis a. But tisa David onely that can pray in hikecate; Lord take ast away my 
dMat 7.22.23 foul with firnirs, nor my life with bloody men b. The fame we may fay concerning 
eatas. Chriftian conference, orany other holy duty whatfoever. How can ye which are 
a evil [prak good things, fatb our Saviour to the Pharifecs c? Speak they may, 
Spira cied (no doubt) and fpeak they do many times, more then their part comes to, or then 
cameftiy for they have any thank for. Yea good things they may {peak, materially good I 
Sron berai mean, and to the great good of the hearers, as thofethat prophecied in Chrifs 
he covld nor Name, and yet were fhut outof heaven d. Put for no goad to themfelvesat all, 
bee faved becanfe they fail ftillin the good they do, either quoad fontem, or g:t0.id fisem, 
yours He Lither they bring not forth thofe good things out of the good treainre of ther 
pee hearts e , they want a good principle of grace within, or elfe they have nor right 
cyini ke aims and intertionsin the good they do, hey brisg forth fisit ro thi yeh ces wich 
defired t rot Ephraim f, when the Church (o° torher fide } keeps ber fisit for her betuved g, 
for it felfand i hey feek more the applaufe of men, chen Geds arproof in their religious uifeour- 
ae fes; and the relief of their neceilities, more then the fetting forth or Gods glory 
prayers in their prayers and other fervices. which they performeco Uod mere out of car- 
fhonld vor nail felf love chen any true delight inthe duty. Will be delight bin, r4 (faith Job 
Be heard ot the hypocrite J inike Aimiobiy ? will he alwajes call npon Goed hb? 
h Job azii And that’s a tecond reafon why God rejets their fervices: which as they are 
not rightand reall, fo neither are they conftant and continvall. in an excreuuty, 
haply, or when they have not whither elle to curne chemielyes, then God thal 
hear of them, then they runne with Joab to the hornso¢ Gods Alar, which m 
profperity they feldom or never compaffcd że Then they catch at Gods guod- 
néffe, as a drowning man ata little twig, which while icfe upon the toie, Le ne- 
ver lookcatter; then chey cry and roar tor mercy, which till chen chey defpited, as 
a prisoner at the barre, or asa pig that’s to be flickt... Lut alito no parpoie 5 che 
juttice of God fo ordering of it, and not without their own defert procuruig it 
For to feck God in extremity onely, isno proof of a mans piety, no trhutas hs 
true affection : but favours {tron;ly of fel love and hy pocrifie. feis cog be red 
up fhort, and when he is hungerbit he will bowl, and be bear! cal ci.e bowe oven 
And verily fuch fervice, done at fuch times, and by fuck: perfore, Cod no mor 
regards then a man would do the bowling of a dog Whey bow! zpos teer duds for 
RHol7.14 corn and wine, faith Hosea k, they roar as bulls that are baited fy inthe Lyay; 
HEfay 51,20 and God muft con:e quickly to their help, or elte he comes too late; cor they will 
try another courfe. 

And that’s the third defect God findes in the pretended fervices of unfanciified 
perfons ; they are impatient of delayesw.th Sual m, they canot itay, chey can- 
not wait, they will not be deferr'd. If God come not the fooner, they-becake 
themfelves to their own fhifts, and teck co help chemfelves another way: like tie 
Chinows that whip their Gods when they anfwer'them not; or chat refulute Ruffus 
that painted God upon the one fide of his fhield, and the devil on the other, 
* Siumenoe With thisinfcription: Jf thou wilt not have me, here’s one will be glad of me *: 
lis,iffe rogitar, OY that desperate King of Ifrael: Behold, faith he, thus evil is from the Lor, and 
naking.6.33 what fhould I wait for the Lord any longer n? Lothis isthe guifeand dif vefitie 

ou of a godleffe perfon; He feemeth to ferve God fometimes, but indeed it 

isto {erve himfelf upon God: who, if he will not beat his bech, aad cowie at his 

o 1 Sam. 28.7 whiftle, away tothe Witch of Exdorawith Sanlo, tothe god oi Egros with d- 
Pa baxiah p, to Baalim and Afbtarorh, with the revolted Ifraelites q. And there- 
Piok 14 3 fore the Lord either anfwers them not at all, makes no reckoning of thetr deveti- 
ons, or fhapes them an antwer accerding to rhe idols of their hearts r3 asheedid 

thofe ancient Idolaters. Ye have forfaken me, fanb the Lord, aad jet up other 

Gods: wherefore ( takeit for an anfwer ) Z will dever you no more. Go eed 

ange 


iPfal.26.6 


m 1Sam,33,8 


‘they fpread forth their bands, he will hide his eyes. And for his hearing, when they 
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unto the gods which ye have chofen, let thems deliver you inthe time of your tribula- 
tion f. As forme, Iwill goand returnto my placet, and wobe unto youwben f\wdg.ro1g, > 
1 depart from you n. Oh whenitis come tothat once, that Gods foul fall take 14 oe 
wo pleafure in a man, that x Gods foul (hall depart or be dis'oynted from him y, that not’ : i a 5 
his fenfes onely fhall be offended z, but his very font [hall hate his new moones, and xHeb.10,38 
appointed feafts, when he fhall go to frek the Lord with his Sacrifices, aad hall y Jer,6.8 
not finde hima ; Iknow not whether there can befal a man a more hard and hor- 2!@iaary * 
rid condition upon earth. Oh therefore the madneffe and mifery both of thefe hors 6 
wicked and wretched men and women, that are out of Chrift 1 would God their gà 
eyes were once opened, that they might fee their rueful plight and eftace, and at 

length difcern that direful dilemma that fin and the Devil hath driven them to. Do 

good duties they muft,or be damned for their neglect: and yer they are damned alfo 

for doing them, becaufe they do them no better;that I fay not double-damned, and 

that for thisvery offence, if they had done no more-fith difpleafing fervice is a double 

difhonour to God, becaufe we difpleafe him in chat, wherein he {pecially lookech 

to be pleafed. How theninay we run by this firft ufe wich terrours into the eyes 

and ears ofunregenerate perfons? but all to no purpofe, (no though we could caft 


handfuls of hell-fire intotheir faces) except God pleafe to break up their hearts, í 
and pierce their inwards. Rebeccah may cook the venifon, but tis /fzac muft give . 
the blefling, wemay cry out upon them with all our might, and forewarn them to 


fleefrom the wrath to come b, butunleffe God fpeak withall co their confciences, 8 Math3.7. 
and (thrufting his holy hand into their bofomes) pluck off the forskin of their hard 

and brawny hearts, nothing will work or take impreiiion, tilfouc of che bottom 

ofhell they roar and bewail their own madneffe with defperate and bootleffe 

teares. l 


SECT. V. 


Ufe 2. admonition. Let the wicked break, off their fins, thas they lofe nos 
. their fervices. i 


7 e . ws 

yyt to prevent, come we now to a fecond ufe of Exhortation. And this  Vfe.2. 

weaddreffe unto two forts of men. 1. To all unregenerate and wicked TA 
people. 2. To thofe truly religious, that are thus highly accepted and favoured es D 
(with Daniele ) in thecourt of heaven. € Dan.9.23¢ 

To the wicked, tith, God faith what kaft thouto do to declare my featutes, or that p 

thos fhouldeft take my covenant in thy mowh ? fo long as thou hateft inftruttion, 
and caftef? my words behinde thee d? even the facrifice of the wicked is an abomina- eer 
tion, faith Solomon, how much more when he bringsth it with an evil hearts. Aswho aPfal.s0. 16, 
fhould fay; though fuchaman havenever fo good a meaning to ferve God in e Prov.21.27; 
his facrifice, yet he doth worfe then lofe his labour , when he doth his beft, for i 
he committeth that which is abomination before the Lord: and fo in feeking to 
fhun hell, he doth but take pains to goto hell. And tothe fame purpofeanother 
Prophet, He that killeth an oxe, faith he, (unleffe withall he kill his corruptions} ` 
isas well-pleafing to God asif hz flew aman, Hethat facrificeth a lamb (unlefe 
he facrifice his lufts too) is as if he cut off a dogs neck, he that offererh an oblation (un= 
leffe he prefent alfo his body a living oblation, holy, acceptable to God e ) żs asif s Rom.tai ' 
he offered fwines blood: he. thas burneth incenfe (if {tink ofthe hand that burneth fGi.66.3. 
it) 15 asifhebleffed anidolf. Even Jour incenfe is abomination g faith the Lord to ¢ tfai-t.13, 
thofe facrificing Sodomitesh. Lo there, that precious perfume made up with fo A ifat.t.10, 3 
many {weet fpices, and fragrant odours, ftanck odioufly in Gods noftrils, he could 
not abide the-fcent of it*. Nay, not his felling faculty onely is offended bythe x p Mavype 
finful mans -fervices, but the reft of his fenfes alio: For his tafte, their burnt-offer- eBo Pole 
ings of rams , and far of lambs , he could not relihi, they delighted him not, but éver.s4. 
were fowre to his:palate. For his feeling, their new moons and appointed feafts, were 
-a burden to him, he was weary tobear them. And for his fight, he tells them,thoxgh - 


make 


oe: 
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m : anaa aaam O 

15. make many prayers he will not hear. And for their whole fJervice, he demands 

\ 16. who required this at your hands to tread in muy courts? As if he fhould fay, it were 
ai fitter , a fair deal for yon tobe in yonr fhops, or inthe alehoufe, or any where 


elfe then here, unleffe ye were better. Thzs is the Late ofthe Lord, the righteous 

Rpfalr18.20 fhall enter intoitk, As for others, thus faith the Lord, will ye fleal,and commit adul- 
Jer. 7.10.12 zery, and fwear , and then come and fiand (goodly) before mein this honfel? Doye 

think to expiate your fins by your prayers, and fet off with God by your good deeds 
for your bad ? No, that’s not the way to get in with God, and to be enfeoffed, into 
his favour. -But what is ? may fome fay. Wah you, mak: Jou clean, put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine eyes, cafe to doevil, leara to do well Gc. Come now 
and let us reafon together as friends, when thisis once well done to purpofe, faith the 
Lord. For then, chough your fins be as {carlet, they hall be as white as fuow m Ce. 
as till chen, it boots not to bow your felves before rhe moft high with thoufands of 
aMicah.6.7. rams, orten thoufand rivers of oyl: no not to offer your firft bora for Jour tranfgref- 
fion, the fruit of your bodies for the fins of your fouls n. Away therefore wili the 

love and liking of every luft, caft away allyour tranfgreflions, throw all your fins 

out of fervice , your beloved fin efpecially ; be itas an hand. for ptofit, off wich it, 

be it as an eye for pleafure , out with it: beit what it will, and never fo neer or 

natural tous, ifa fin,fay of it as Haman did of Mordecai, what availeth me any 

thing „if he yer live ? All that are Chrifts(and none but fuch may appear before 

oGal.s.24. God in holy duties) have crucified the fleth with the affeGions and luftse. Da- 
P Pfal.26.6 vid would not prefume to compaffe Gods altar, till he had wafhed his hands in iocency py 
qPlal 66.16. nor could he conclude that God would thew him mercy or receive his prayer, till 
Osx Ses he had brought his heart to an utter difregard of whatfoever iniquity g. The le- 


gar ecreh. : ; L 
Sums yaad pers lipswereto be covered according to, the law, and our Saviour would not 


T Yxyvov admit of a fair word froma foul mouth v. The hp of excellency faith Solomon, 
curt. Achilis becometh not a fool f: and the beft dith (though never fo well cookt) is extreamly 
ohare loathed , if prefented by a leper, or brought totable bya nafty floven : fo is any 
fProv. 17.7. holy duty (whether of piety or charity) difpleafing to the Almighty, if perfor- 
med by one that is yet in his pure naturals,a {tranger to the power of grace,and un- 
acquainted with the daily practife of mortification. Hence that of Saint Lames, 
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to yon te 
rlam.4.8.9, Ohbutwe dare not come near the Lord, neither cas we Serve him, for he ss 
10. an holy God, he isa jealous God , he will not forgive our tran{greffions, nor. our 
a hipaa finnes u. , 
i Joh. 24.19 _ NO, be fure ofthat; except ye confeffe and forfake them x. Therefore wal your 
Sol. ` hands , ye finners, faith the Apoftle there, (neither fo onely for Pilate wathed his 
= Prov. 28.13 hands, as ifall the guilt had ftuck in his fingers ends ) but cleanfe your hearts ‘ye don- 
ble minded. f 
Ob Yea, but how muft that be done? for, though thos walh thee with nitre, and take 
yJer.2.22 thee much fope, yet thy iniquity is marked before me, faith the Lord God. ye Ait 
Sol. your felves, faith the Apoftle: or, as the word there fignifies, be mifercble  youare 
ghowwe miles fo, but fee your felves fuch , and be fenfible, even unto godly forrow, and the tears 
s eflote. Par, of true repentance : weep, faith he, or if yecannot do that (as fome conftitutions are 
magèr? | naturally dry, and donot yeeld tears, and fome forrow- is bigger then tears, and 
meade ry above them) yet mourn at leaft : and that ye may not mourn alittle, for fo great 
Sardines te fins as ye are guilty of, let your laughter be turned into mournirg, and your joy into 
=" heavineffe.Vfe al good means to work your hearts to a through humifiation: turning 
al the ftreams of your affections into this one.channel,that ferves to drive che mil for 
the grinding of the heart. Thus hible yourfelves in the fight of the Lord and be fhal lift 
eee _ youup,yea,thou fhale lift up thy face uxto God,and have delight inthe Almighty. Ther 
z Job.22.26, fhalt make thy prayer unto him, and he ball hear, thee and thon fhalt pay thy vows x. He 
oe fhal remember all thine offerings,and accept thy burnt factifice,He fhal grant thee 
“a Pfal.z0.3,4, 2¢cording to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy counfel.¢ Inthe time of the Levitical 
wa? fervice, there were two feveral altars ; one without. the: tabernaclén to flay the 
` beaftson : and another within, to offer incenfe upon. To teachug, that if we 
would be the temples , and tabernacles of the living. ‘God, ;;. and. have him. pleafed 
SPfal.sr, vit, With our facrifices of righteoufneffe, with our offerings and whole burnt-offerings k, 


mYfai.1 6175 
18, 


we muft flay our bullocks, on the outer altar, mortifie our beaftly fins, I mean,that l 
: a : ráign 


forever e. 
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raigne inthe outward man; the deeds of the body, , 
dle our incenfe of devotion in the inward man. | 
ofreft from us, and we ( interchangably ) of life 
much be fpoken to them. B 


SECT. vi. 


fe 3. Exchortation to the befte, tobe humbled for their 1: not prizing 
their priviledge, 2: not pratfing God for it. 3. not _ 
improving it to the wrmeft, - 


Ext , to all fach as arealready in favour with God, and can tellas much by 

3 hg good acceptance of their fervices; mine exhortation from this point is 

ouble. : 

Firft, to reflect, with Pharaohs butler, and calling to minde their fins this day be ` 
umbled for a threefold evill. l i 

_, Firft, for not prizing this priviledge to the worth, of having Gods eye 

alwayes upon us, his eare open unto us, his prefence with us, his providence 

Overus, the good-Will of him that dwelt in the bufh round about usd, bss goodneffe 


ffe é 
and mercy to follow us atl the dayes of our lives, we d Welling in the honfe of the Lord d Deut.33.i6 


e Pfal.23.ulr. 


Secondly , for not praifisg God as we ought , for this incftimable benefit. 
So David held it and celebrated it often. Bleffed be God, faith he, which hath 
heard the voice of my fupplication £. Bleffed be God which hath not turned AWAY mY Ff Plal.28.6 
prayer nor bis merey from me g. wWheam1? and what i my people that we fhowld g Plal.66.ult, 
offer fo willingly after this fort? Now therefore O our God, we thank thee and praife h 1 Chro. 394 
thy glorious Name, b. cc. © look upon this thankfall man, and chide your 734 
{elves foundly for your unthankfulneife ; oratleaft, for your few and feeble pray- ; 
fes , for fo many fervices well taken at your hands. Hath God enlarged himfelf 
tous, andare we thus ftraitened in onr own bowels i? Hath Godharkened to He- i 2 Cnv.6,h4 
zrkiah’ s chattering, and fhall he not render according to what he had received ky kaGhr.g23¢ 
efpecially having vowed better things , fo deeply as he did /? ’Tis pofiible then /£f88.19.29 
yefee, thatthe belt thould forget themfelves in this kinde: and twenty to one, $ 
but we havc alfo. Oh fee it by your felves, and be humbled for this fhamefull 
unthankfulnes, ae f j 
Thirdly , for not improving this indulgence, by making our beft of it = fall- 

ing into that fin by fupine negligence, that Akaz did of ftubborn wilfulneffe, Ask, 
shee a figne, faith the Prophet, of the Lord thy God , Ask it either in the depth or 
heighth above m, Here was a fair offer to a graceleffe caiciff, that where fina- m Ef, 7.0143 
bounded grace might fiperabound: But Ahazfaid , Iwill not ask, neither will y Expounded. 
try the Lord: asit he fhould have faid: Ieask no askes » I knowa trick worth 
two ofthat: let God kecp his fignes tohimfelf: I crave no fuch curtefy athis 
hands &c, This ts that Ahaz, a Rif Stigmatick, an unworthy cburi, aprophane 
bedlam, Now asin water face anfwereth to face, fo doth the heart of a man ton fc 
man n. *Tiscertain; ther’s none of us but have within , that which may fend »Proy. ara 
forth as great a wickedneffe.as his: and ’tis wellifthe beft of us have not coafted As there wete 
apon bis unkind ufage ofhis God , by rejecting his {weet offers » Or at leaft by. ior many’ Atirij., 
making often triall of bis gracious acceptance after manifold experience; Ob how pineal 
thould we abound in Gods work 0, yed abound more and mere p yas the Apoftle many. Calis 
would haveit: fith heharkens and heareth , and ever looketh upon our about of and Abaz"s in 
love with an eye of deligtit: fo that if we would but do him eye-fervice; it were the beftofus 
fufficient. How thould we bedayly and hourly ferving fuch a Malter that giveth oo Cor.9.8 
fach large incOaragement , ‘by his both affiftance and acceptance! how fhould we x Cor. 1$.ulr,’ 
be continually fowiag more good performances into hisbofome, the fruit whereof px Theff. 41 
we fhonld be fare toreap in owr greateft need? for as fin lies. at our door ta dons ¢Gen4.7 

urt g :-fodeth every chriftianfervice lye at Gods door to do ins good. Itis 

. ertain 


A 


834 


f2Sam.13.4 
t Neh.2.2 


Tee 
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m T Iolb.1 5.17 certain, that he is fo farr taken with them, that. of his kingly. munificenee.he bids 
ne -us ask what we will , and it foall be givenus r. And farely he is defervedly. mife- 


rable , that wili not make himfelf happy by asking a better condition, +.: 'Oh that 
ever any beloved Efher , any faithfull foul, I mean, fhonld fit feafting: and ban- 
quetting with God , her Aha/Snerofs , in the ordinances of life > feeding on the 
fat, and drinking of the fweet ; and not bethink her felfethen , what fuites the 
hath to commence , what boonesto beg, what Hamans to hang up, what Mor- 
decaies to preferr ; whatgrace, I mean, toget, what corruption to quell, what 
friend to fpeak for, what child to prefer &c. . How fhould the be fure of her re- 
queit, even to the whole of Gods kingdome? . why art thou thus lean from da 


today , faid Jonadabto Amnon , Art not thouthe kings fon. J ? and fo maift have © 


any thing for asking ? why is thy countenance fad, fith thou art not fick t, faid the 
king to Nehemiah? How fenfible ( faith a great Divinethereupon ) do we think 
the father of mercies is ofall our penfive thoughts , whena heathen mafter is fo 
tender.of a fervants grief? How ready fhould our tongues’ be to lay open our 
cafes and cares to the God of all comfort , when we fee Nehemiah again {o quick in 
the expreffion of bis grief to an uncertain eare ? That we have come off fo heavily 
‘with our good God , and done fo little heretofore in his work , upon fo great in- 
couragement,let it heartily humble us. a7 


SECT. VIL 


Ufe 4. Exhortation tothe Saints 1. To admire this mercy: 
Helpes thereunto refpetting Ged , and 
themfelves. 


-f A Nd for the fature (that I may {peak forward ) here is a threefold du: 


Ufe. 4. - 
a lla.62.8 
£ Beb.11.13, 
LOTTE 126. 
vor, 


J Zeph.3.17 


r Pfa.77.37 
aTob 33.12 

b Pfal.os.3 . 
ePfal.145.3 
ad Plal.io6.r 
e Pfal.108 9 
fF Phil.r, 23 
@Mat.19.17, 
b Pfal.ts0.2 
3 Efa.40.1516 


1 


Aty to be commended from the point in hand to your chriftian. care and 
practife. .— l ; Ka 
~ Firft, doth the Lord of heaven and earth fo abafe himfelfas to take the leaft noa 


; ticc ofour poor performances; Yeaasthe bridegroom is glad of the bride, doth 


our God forejoyceover ns æ ? doth he delight to fec our faces, to hear our voy- 
ces, to fmell our odours , to tafte our fruits, to be handled and embraced x by 
our faith ? Is he {o farr raken by the poor things that pafle fromus , that he refs 
in his love , and will feck no further? Yea that he joyes over us with Jinging y? 
Oh how fhould the due appehenfionof this dear love of his ravifh and affe& our 
hearts with deepeft admiration? andhow fhould we even ftand amazed at the ne- 
ver-cnough-adorcd depth of his love unto us in this behalf? 

To help you herein, the wonder will appear the greater, if we firit look up to 
God, and there fee 1. whathe is. 2. how little either need he hath of us, or 
gain he makes of our fervices: and then, fecondly, look down again to our felves, 
and confider 1. who we are, 2. what are our beft works in themfelves. For 
God, firft ,- heis the high and mighty Monarch of heaven and earth , of tranfcen- 
dent perfection and excellency , even above all degrees of comparifon :. for he is 
great z, greater a, greateft ofall 6, greatoeffe it {elf c. . Again, heis goodd, 
better e, beft f, goodneffeit felf g. So that if men fhould attempt to ferve 
God, anddo facrifice to him according to his excellent greatnelfe h and goodneffe, 
all the Wood of Lebanon wonld not fervets burn, nor all the beafts that be inst [ufice 
for facrifice à : Yea little enough would all the wood in the world be , andali the 
cattle . therein to make up but {ome one facrifice. y 5 

NOE fee how little this mighty and All-fufficieut God , either needs us , or 
gets by us, i ; s ; 

For the firft , hear what he faith P/a/. 50. from the feventh to the fixteenth. 
Hear O my people, and I will Speak, O Ifrael , and I will teftifie .againft thee: I 


. amGod, even thy God. I will noe reprove thee for thy facrifices, or thy burnt offerings 


Gc. For every beaft of the forreft is mine, ‘and the cattel upon a thoufand hills 
Gc. Call upon me inthe day of tronble: Iwill deliver thee, and then foals glorifie 
ao l l me: 


PATARA 


aie itih 
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cereal isisallhe looks for at our hands. Nort but that he could well enough 
ae ia too, fith his glory ( being eternall and infinite as himfelf )is no way 
capable of any our addition or detraction. For, as the Sunne would fhine , though 
alithe world were blinde: To fhould God be glorified,though we were all condem- 
ned; Yea he could glorifie his juftice by our eternall damnation : There sall the 
need he hath of us. And for matter of profit, If thos be wife, thor art wife for 
thy felf 1, faith Selomon, what fhall the Lord gain byic? And if thos be righte- 
hott giveft thox to him, faith Elihu, and wht recesveth be at thy hands m? And 
fee how highly he efteems, and how greatly he refi pets that little Nothing of 
our endeavours of doing him the leaft fervice, and bringing honour to his Name. 

Secondly, take notice what we are ? and what the beft of our works? To the 
firtt Abraham anfwereth, Z am but duft and afhes n, then when he ftood before 
the Lord to mediate for Sodom. Jacob enfwereth, 1 am Ife then the leaft of thy 
loving-kindneffes o, then when he weeftled with excelent wriftlings, and prevailed 
with God p- David anfwers, Jama worm and xo ming. Efay anwes, Jam 
aman of polluted lips r. Peter anfwers, Depart from me; for lama finfull man, 
ora mana finner f; thatis, a very mixture and hodgpodge of dirt ard finne: 
for ever fince the fall, whole evil isin man, and whole man isevil. Laiftly, the 
e Church anfwers, Je ss the Lords mercy that we are not confumed t, that hee 
plunge th us rot in the di:ch, and that osr own clothes abhor us not x. FElpecially fince 
all our righteonfaeffes ( which isan anfwer tothac fecond demand, what are the beft 
of our works ? ) are but as filthy clouts x , fuch as a man would be afraid to touch, 
and atham’d to take up. The beft we can prefent God withall paffeth from us no 
o:herwife, then as pure water thorow a muddy fink, or {weet wine thorow a 
fowre cask. See itin fonas’s prayer, or rather brawl y. fobs requeft, or rather 
curfe e. Sarab’s heat and haft to fend for God by a poft to arbitrate a. Afofes 
his carnallexpoftulation, his former tergiverfation, and at laft caft (when he bad 
nothing elfe to reply ) his flat and peremptory refufall to go upon Gods errand to 
the King of Egypt 4. The confcience of which weaknelle, or rather wickedneffe 
cif, drives holy David fo often to pray for his prayers c: and good 


ons, w 
yer we 


whol 


ae to crave pardon for his beft performances 4. In any of which if 
the Holy Ghoft had not his hand, there would not be ( as from us ) the leaft good- 
neffe : no, not fo muchas truth and uprightneffe: without which the Lord Jefus 


would never prefent them for usto his kathec: nor the Father once vouchfate to | 


look upon, or hearken after fuch refufe ftuffe ; which yet he doth ; fuch is the de- 
delight he taketh in the exercife of his own graces, in the fruits of his own Spirit. 
And thisis that that may jut y drive usinto a deep extacie of admiration at his 


incomparable love, and more then fatherly affection. 


Secr. Vill. 


2. To retain it, and if loft, torecoverit, and how. With anfwer to fome 
Queries and ObjeEions made by a mifgiving heart. 


Econdly, you that are poffett of this priviledge, to be ever at Gods elbow, as his 
S favourites, and to have the royalty ofthe kings ear; as you muft admire at this 
mercy, fo labour and learn (ìn the next place )how to retain and keep your felves 
ix this love of God e , as Saint }xde exhorteth. And that is done by keeping clofe 
and conftant communion with this God All-fufficient, walking before him continu- 
ally, as Abraham, and being upright f. The Lord is with you, ( faith that Prophet 
in the Chronicles ) while ye be wih him g. Heis with you in mercy, fo long as ye 
are with him in duty. Jf ye feck him, he will be fonnd of you: but if ye forfake 
him, be Will forfake you. “The Lord is not fo fond of hisown children, but if they 
forget him, he may and fometimes doth forfake them in part h, without breach 
of covenant. If they prove unconftant and ftart afide from their ftation, he can 
quickly (and doth otherwhiles) withdraw his grace to their thinking,and the power- 
full operation thereof ir very deed ( for a time at leaft : ) asin David relapied, ae 
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for a-while deferteds « He alto icemes to frown upon their {uites, and fhutsout their 
#Pfalsx. 11, praye-s:fight, againft ther with his own hand, meets them,as the angell did Balsam 
12 witha naked {word in his band,as if he meant to difpatch them out of hand, and 

iend them pick-ng to heil. Thus it fared fometime with David,/ thought spon 
God tfaithhe sand was tronbled kiwith Erhan, thou compaffeft me about With terrogrs 
l ¿with Jeremy, I foout and be fonts out my prayer m. God turnes his back upon his 
k Pial.a7.3 Abfolams:, his Fofephs,when they grow proud > prefumptnons, fecure, Moth full : 
EPfal. 88.165 nay he turnes them into Bedlam, when he findes them frantick; and to all other 
ar theic atfliGtions addes this, chat he will not once come at them, call they never 
ata gg fo long, never fo loudafter him. At fucha time, hz feemes to have lelie good 
remembrance of his deare children, then the Oftrich of her egges, which the 
leaves loofe in the fand » ; or chan the fea-monfter of her young, which refufeth 
not, (though cruell enough, )to draw forth her brefts unto them o . He puts 
his Sion fometimes to that forrowfull complaint ; the Lord hath forfaken me, my 
14 Tord hath forgotten me p , yeatothat defperate conclufion of the church in the 
Lamentations. Firft, (he prayes, Turne thow us unto thee,O Lord, and we foall be 
oLam.3-3  rurned: renew our dayes as of old. But 2s if fhe had loft ker labour in fuch a 
booteleffe tuit, thefubjoynes this for a perclofe of all, But thon haf utterly rejett- 
PElay 49.14 ed us, thowart very wroth With us q . . : 
Now in fuch a pictifull ftrait, in fach a forelorne condition as this, what 
can a poot foule do fur the regayning of his God more then 1. make mone. 2 make 
qlam.5.23 Ont in the ufe of the meanes, and then 3. wait his recurn with patience. 
a Fir(t, you muft bewaile the want of Gods gratious prefence and acceptance : 
rGen. 37.30 make like moane as Ri sben for Iofephr , as David for his Abfolom [ as Rachel 
„Heuquida- for her children ¢ : Sing no new fong # till thou halt recovered him. Do in 
gam periitpuer this cafe of {pirituall defertion, as Mephibofherh in the abfence and exile of his 
e pers F co veraigne, he neither dreffed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor waed his 
(2Sam.18.33 clothes from the day the King departed , untill the day he came againe in 
tje. 301s peace ze ` : f , , 
Secondly, fet upa loud cryafter him,as Jacob after his Jofeph, Elifba after Eliah, 
wPfal.137-4 Aficah after hisloft gods y . Say with Abfolom, when out ot favour, Let me 
fec the Kings face, and if there be iniquity in me, let me diez, Returse, O Lord: 
a4 Hew long > andlee it repent thee concerning thy fervant a à 1 had rather be thy 
y Judg.38.24 door-keeper, then of Sathans privie-chamber. O Lord, other lords befides thee 
xaSam.14. have had dominion over vs: but by thee only Will we make mention of thy Nameb . 
HP I Encline thine eaves: O Lord,and hear ,open thine eyes, O Lord and fee c O Lord hear, 
As 3 6:48 O Lord forgive,O Lord hearken and doydefer not for thine own fake O my God d&c, 
bEfay 26.13 And thea thirdly, if God pleafe to hold off longer, refufe not to wait his 
cEfay 37.17 Joifure, fuftayning your felves, in the meane, with thofe two cordiall places: 
ADAMS 19 soho is among you that fearcth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his fervant, though 
he walketh in darkneffe and have no light , let bine truf inthe name of the Lord, 
and flay upon his God e » Again, fince the beginning of the world men have not 
heard , xor perceived by the eare, neither hath the eye feen, O God, befidrs thee 
what he bath prepared for him that waiteth for him f . In which waiting eftate 
f Efay 64.4 fhouldit thou be taken away by death ( which feldome falles ovt, faith one) 
if thy heart be Rill fet againft fin, and linger after the light of Gods countenarce, 
thou fhalt be certainly faved, becaute the fpirit of truth tanb, dleffid are all chey 
g Elay 30.18 rhat wait for him g . Í 
Thirdly, let fuch as have part and portion in this glorious priviledge, of having 
open acceffe and all affured acceptance, with the moft high in all their holy per- 
formances ; lcarn to improve this happy opportunitie, by apprehending, and 
making all beft ufe of it for their everlafting advantage. Zs any among yon af- 
‘sphitye  [paed? iathSt. James, Let him pray. Isany merry? Ler him fing plalmes h » 
meray Feare we any evill ?- want we any good? Is nothing be carefull, bur sn ali rbings 
by prayer and {pplication with thank{giving, let your requeft be made known to 
God i . Note, that hebids us come with iupplication and thankigiving at once; 
as intimating, that we need not once doubt of good fpeed, but have our thanks 
ready in our hand, as fure of agratious antwer to our prayers. After which, 
the peace of God which paffeth al underftanding, foall guard yonr hearts, {ct them 
in 
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h Jam.s.13 


` Abfolom, and asthe fon of Divid with che woman ef Canaan, 
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in as much fafety, as if they were in a tower of braffe, or town of war:: Fhus Bfher,. ~ 


after fhe had been with God, took boldneffe to goto the king (uncalled for) With- 
out fear of death $; And thusour Saviour, though at firftgafraid, yet when. he 


hand that betrayes me l. He went forth to meet hisadverfary; and asit were to feek. ! Math.26,46 
him : for be was keard in that he feared m. “Again, want we any good:?.’tis rio more. £7 #/9638 i 
but run to God for it ; who takes it in high {corn we fhould feck toany-other, «If pices 
any man want wifdm, jand by confequence any good thing elle) let-hins ask st of God n: nJam.1 a 
Oh but my deferts are nothing. Weg Aes Pisaci ds +. + expounded 
They are as much as he looks for, he gives unto all men, not {els, or-payesthem 2b- 
for wages. - e eee ee a 
I know, his reward ss with him to. give untoevery man according tà his works fol. 
and then my fhare willbe a very fmal, or nothing rather. Vooral a ep daaden 
Nay, he gives liberally, faith the apoftle , not asbefitsus to receive, byt as-be-: 4 Beorasòy 
comes him to give. Now no fmall things can fall from fo great achand.as his. `: Here Dad 
Yca, to fuch and fuch he will give; and liberally. . Me oy Pintet. is 
Nay, to all men without exception, can they but zame the name of the Lord Jefas: Ov. | - 
in prayer, and do their good will todepart from iniquity, they (hall be faved. |5, fol. f 
“Oh but 5 have thefe and thefe difcouragements. My fins ‘preffe me down}. at Pa 
that Icannot look up p, and prick me in the foot that I cannot come neer. Cav eS 
Fear not for this : God spbraides xo man; neither with former faults, or pre- 7% xvgiv. 
fent failings, if heartily difclaimed, and foundly fet againft. Thé Publican departed , 2- . 
Gods prefence never awhit the leffe juftified for his former extortions, becaufe truly j Pea 
humbled q. Take heart therefore upon all occafions, to go boldly unto thethroneof =” 
Gods grace in full affurance r of finding him facile to ftretch out his golden {cep- q Luk.18.14 
ter, upon the firft fight ofus, as we appear in lis Chrift, in whom he îs abundant- r Heb. 4. ule 
ly well pleafed f- Look what Zedekéah fpake faintly and Aateringly to his Princes, £ Mar. 3. ule 
you know that the king can denie you nothing t : and what the Heathens falfely report renee 
offome of their Princes, that never any departed penfive out of their pre- Hie Pair 
fence the fame is moft true of our God. Never came any unto him file. 
aright in his ordinances, butehe received thus. much comfort and incourage- &egyéret, 
ment at leaft, that he would come again. Noah'sdove brought ‘ali olive'teaF IA 
her mouth at firft, and that was encouragement to; fend out a fecond time, and a 
third alfo, and then better tidings. Sothough the Lord hold his people off at firft, 
and {cem to flight them, yet his heart is {till coward them, and his hand is {till 
under them, there is a fecret fupporting grace, upholding the Saints in rheir grea- fo Ree 
telt defertions. God hears fometimes whenhe feems to do nothing Ieflesand 0 “057 


loves entirely where he makes fhew to haté extreamly ; as David dealt with his 


Tae 


But how fhall I know that God hearKens and hears, when he feems to negle@, Quet.: - 
and fufpends his anfwer ? well enough: and t. Bya caft of his countenance. 2. By Aniw: `; 
the verdict of thine own confcience. _ ay Sond 

Firft, you may gueffe at Gods good minde and meaning towards you by a {mile Nt A 
of his face, bya caft of hiscountenance : as a petitioner may read in the kings TES 
looks, while his petition is in reading, what the fucceffe fhall be. Ifthe king fmile ©... 
upon it and look cheerfully, he is made, as if the king frown,and bend his brows upon oor 
it, he is dathed. Juft fo it is between God and his people in performance of religious cine 
duties. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, as wel as his ears open to their cryesu. u Pal. 34ks- 
As , 0” to’ther fide the face of the Lord (as well as his beart) Js againft them that do 6-09 
evil, asthe Pfalmift there oppofeth them. A good man gathers by Gods counte- iet 
nance caft upon him in his fervice how he fhall {peed. And this :is his .privi> > «` 
ledge, to be admitted into Gods prefence-chamber, when the wicked. ftand with- ` ee 
out doors among ft dogs and devils x.For an hypocrite (hall not come before him y, faith *RE¥,'23-°%5 
Job, but the upright (hall dwell in his prefence z, faith Davide The wicked man ftands 2 Poles 
at the gate like a vagrant, but comes not into the houfe, to fee. whether the mafter re eae 
be preparing for him an almes, ora cudgel , whereas a good-man, like a good An- 7; *. 
scl ftands alwayes before the face of God,who doth nor hide his face from him, : 
ut when he cryes unto him he hears a. ` : 4 

Secondly confule thine own fanctified confeience, for thy better fatisfaction and 
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Was Mogi oti ae E 
- refolution in this cafe. Confeience is Gods {pie, and mans: over-feer, excufing, or 
- ‘accufing, cheering or checking in Gods ftead, as there is occafion. It may fitly 


bExod.7.1 becalled our God ingthe fence that Mofes was Pharaohs b. Come, fee a thing 
E- eJoh4.29 that tells all that ever we have done c, nay, allchat ever God doth (as touching 
E our falvation : ) being enlightened and fan&ified, by the holy Ghoft. Foras God 
È dRom.8.27. knows the meaning of his {pirit d, fo doth the fpirit know the meaning of God. Now 
A eRom816. this fpirit witneffeih together with our fpirits e. Nay it difdaineth not for our comfort, 
$; to give in evidence at the bar ofour confciences,that we are Gods children, and onr 
A : fervices good in his fight: refrefhing our hearts, after holy ations, with a fecret _ 
content, with a hidden approbation. Now therefore as the High prieft of the old 
weemfe, 


Teftamentmight read Gods minde in his Urim and Thommim born upon his breft, 
though he heard no voice, though he faw no fhape: fo may a chriftian inform him- 
felf from within, what the Lord thinks of him and his works, he nced but reflec 
upon bis own confcience (if not bemifted or ‘abufed by Satans temptations) and 
it will do him to know what his acceptation is in heaven. Lf our hearts corsen us 
fue. or, 7% » faith Saint Zohn, then have we confidence toward God. And whatforwer we ash, 
Fife 3. > we receive of him f either inthe fame kinde we ask, ora better, Bya clearin 
' chearing confcience God teftifies (as once by fire from heaven) that he is well plea- 
fed with our facrifices, &c. 


. a l 
CHAP. VI. 


Doar. V. God perfettly remembresh > and plensifully requiteth all our labours o f love 
Ss to him and his. 


And there was a book of remembrance’ written before him for 
them that feared the Lord xc, 


hv ke A Figurative fpeech, and framed to our Capacity: for ic befalles not God to 
one hi be forgetful, or to ftandin need ofa remembrancer. Jt wasin a diftemper, 
cadit. Perabo. YOU may be fure, that David asked o Haft thou forgotten tobe merciful a> and that 
licãs bac Lion faid, The Lord hath forfaken me » 2y God hath forgorte: meb. The Burler may 
reish forget Jofeph, and Jofeph his former toyl, ana fathers honfe c, but God cannot forget 


his people whom he bath chofen d. Cas a woman forget her fucking ch:ldee >? pof- 
Spiny, 9  fibly the may : Some tigreffes have proved unnatural to their own birth, and hows 
bEfay. 49.14 els, but fo cannot God. He is not unjnft to forget your labour of love g: or ifhe 
Phen ibae fhould (as Iabhor to imagine) behold there is a teak of remcmbrance written before 
e Efay.49. 15 him, for them that fear the Lord, and that think upon his name. A borrowed fpeech 
FRom.1.31 (for our better apprehenfion) from kings and great perfonages : whoufe, for me- 


csogyer, mories fake, to keep a catalogue, a calendar of fach as whom they minde roreward 
; Het £10, : for fome fpecial fervice; as Ahafuerefh did Mordecai when he had read his name in 
- So Tamalanë theroll of thofe that had deferved well ofthe king b. Thole ftout rebels above 
had alwayes My text, were grown fo beld and bediam, as to giveout, that Gods fervice was no- 
byhimacata- thing worth : andthat it was.acourfeof 0 profit, rokcep his ordinances i. The con 


logueof the trary whereunto is here vouched, and the truth vindicated. God, (faith our pro- 
geod det ts phet) both hearkened and heard the holy language of his people, and fo fealed up his 


of his fervants dear refpect unto them for prefent : and alfo caufed a book of remembrance to be 
which he dai- written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name, 
4 Bere bit and fo fetied it in his heart to requite them for the future.: That like as in the work 
E p. 227. >” OF creation there went with Gods dixit, his benedixit, and with his ordixavit his or- 


3 Mal.3.13,14 747%t, fo in the adminiftration of all things (efpecially in that which is {pecial and 
a Proper, tothe ele) with his remembrance, there gocs a recompence, and with bi 
‘ $ YegAT: 


ER 


_ both [mall and great f. Cornclias for inftance, he feared God winh all his boufeholde, fP£115.11 12 
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regarda reward. Note hence, That Goddoth perfectly remember, -that he may “Dottie z 
plentifally requite all the good fervices donehim by his faints and people. E 


SEcT. 1. $ 


The trath confirmed by Scripture. 


: Rec ae eects sedi acnie oll 
aa eA ete EE asane rede kai e d 


i E not only harkened and heard what gocd things paffed between them here, 
Heis regiftred upand ingroffed the famein his book of remembrance : called 
elfewhcre the book, by a fpacialty k, the writing of the honfe of Ifrael i, the wri. kDan.12.1 
ting to life in Jerufalem m, the book of life x » the biok, of life of the lamb o, a Ezek 13.9 
wherein he records, and .where-out he will relate, at laft day, all che good n Philib 4.3 
works of his children p , not once mentioning their fins and infirmities, which o Rev.21.27 
he hath promifed te remember no more q Our labour of love he will nor forger, p Mat.zs, 
but be ever mindfull of bis covenant r. The Lord hath been mindfull of us faith ibe 
the Church ( andas an effect thereof ) be willbleffe us; He willbleffe the boufe f` «115.5 


Ifrael , He will bleffe the houfe of Aaron: He will bleffe them that fear the Lord 


whan tee. 


and he made good proof thereof, forhe gave much almes to the people , and pray'd 
to God allway: and therefore both his prayers, and hisalmes came wp for a memo- t A&10.1,2,4 
riall before God £. Thus God remembredhis Noah y » Abraham x, Rachel J,” Gener 
Jofeph z, whofe fetters he changed into a chain of gold, his rags into fine linnen , pence 
his ftocks into a charret , his goal into a palace, Potiphars captive into his Ma- Aes Sos 
fters Lord, the noyfe of his chains into Aérech; andall becaufe heremembred his a Etclef12, r 
Creatour in the dayés of his youth æ, and thereby kept himfelf pare from the great E Plal.19.13 


Tranfgreffion b. 


SECT. 11: 


The truth confirmed by fix Reafons. 


Te ground of which gracious dealing in God is firft his incomprehenfible wif- 
dome , and fore-knowicdge. The Lord hath the Idea, the perfed plat- 
forme and patern within him{clf, of all perfons and things , together with the 
feverall occurrences of either. Hence it isthat he knowes all things Simul O fen 
mel, together and at once; not facceflively or by difcourfe, colle@ing one 
thing from another, aswedo; butin one fimple and _eternall act knowing and 
comprehending all things. -He need but reflect upon himfelf, and there. he fecth 
all things before him asinaglaffe. So that to fpeak properly , there is neither 
foreknowledge nor remembrance in the Almighty ; all things both paft and future 
being ever prefent withhim. Thine eyes did fee my fubftance yet being unperfett , 
and in thy book were all my members written , which in continuance Were. falbioned, 
when as yet there was none of them c. Inthis fore-knowledge of God( fo we calit . ei 
for teaching fake )as in a book are recorded the perfons, birth, quality and death € ?&139-16 
ofevery man and woman ; together with their feverall deeds and practifes, thar 
they may receive according to what they have done in the fieh whether good or 
evill d. . > hy 
And this is our firft ground of this point. Kzsown to the Lord are all his works 
from the begining e. The Lord knoweth them that be his f> Yeaheknowes the whole d 2 Gor.s 
way of the righteous g. And this his knowledge of them and their good worksis € Atis 18, 
a knowledge of fiúgular apprbation , yea of infinite delight and complacency , z Phl tah 
which makes him wait to fbew them mercy h. Heremembreth, faith the Plalmift, » Bfay 30.78 
when he writes wp the people, when he makes up his jewels s, that fuch aman was iMal 3.07 
bora k there: and that being born by a fecond birth, and having followed bims in * Plal-87.3,6 
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Reaf. x. 
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IMiat.19.28° the regeneration L, they thall not Lofe the things they have wrought, but receive a full 
ma2Ich8,  peward m. mns Daar t : 
Real, 2. Secondly , God isj ny faithfull , hence his remembrances ahd remunera- 


tions of his peoples fervicegk Not of duty (I muft tell you ) but of mercy: it be- 
ing a mercy in God even t@eward men according to their works », were thcy 
bettes then they be, or can be. 

Tothee , O Lord, belorgeth mercy: for thonrewardeft every one according to kis 

nPfal.6o.12 works n. Butthisby the way. We were drawing a fecond reafon for the point © 
i from Gods juftice and faithfulneffe. And this we borrow from the Apoftle Heb. 
6. 10. God, faith he, s& not suréightcons to forget your Works, and labour of love 
which ye have foew'd toward his name , in that ye pave mintftred to the faints and do 
oHeb.6.10 alfo miniffer o. 

For the better underftanding of which argument, it muft be premifed , that 
there is a double Juftice of God;one of Equity ( which is the giving of every man 
his own , as yeall know )and another of fidelity, according to that of St. John, 

PxIohv.9. IF we confelfe osr finns, he is faithfull and juft to forgive us our fins p. And inthis 
ny be e De- fence, as itis a righteoms thing with God to recompence tribulationto them that trou- 
Tinie fed ble you ( which is the joftice of Equity ) fo, to you that are troubled reff with us, 
quiafe verbo When the Lord Icfus foall come to be glorified in his faints , andto be admired in all 
Jusnobiscon- — thems that beleeve q, which is the juftice of fidelity , for faithfull is he that hath 
ibe fn promifed who alfo willdo it. Take itthus: God having made himfelf our volzn- 
niftignfeat tary debter, not by receiving any thing from us ( for who hath given unto him firft 
Calvin:in and he foall be recompenfed r? not one ) but by promifing all good things unto us 5 
locum. cigg What ewer unworthinelle be found in us, Yer he abides faithfull, he cannot deny kim- 
a rs felf [: nor forget to crown his own graces in us with that life eternall, which 
f2Tim213 God that cannot lie, promifed before the worldbegan t. Hehath, of his own ac- 
t Tit.1.2 cord, finittena covenant with us of mercy , and given us hisband for our fecurity: 
vEph113 nay his oath , nay his feal, both the privy feal of his fpirit # and the broad {eal of 
the facraments x, That by fo many immutable things , Whereinst i impoffible that 
Hebe 13, Ged sould lye, we might have ftrong confolation, which have our refuge to hold faft the 
D eal. 3. bope that is fet before its y. : 
g Rom.10.12 Thirdly God is gratious and bountiful , as well as righteous and faithfoll. He 
alobi.. ts vich ix merey to all that call uponhim z, or do himany other bufineffe, Doth 
Icb ferve God fer nought 4? No, nor any man living: he isa large paymafter. 
Who ts there even among you that would fout the doors for nought ? neither do ye kindle 
a fire spon mire altar for nought b. David indeed would feive him on free- 
bMal.rio coft ¢ : butdid the Lord dye in his debt ? nay did he not pay him his charges cre 
¢2Sa24. 24 the Sun went downthefame day with ufury? At ancther time David had but a 
purpofe ro build God an houfe, and God promifed thereupon to build him sn honfe 
forever d : Again, he had but a purpofe of confcfling his finns , and before he 
coulddoit, the Lord forgave him the iniquity of his fin e. The Apoftle tellsus, 
that a poor fervant , if in ferving his mafter according tothe ficth , he do withall 
‘ferve the Lord Chrift, doing it heartily as to the Lord, and not as to men, let 
fColoft4.24 him know, faith he, that ofthe Lord he fhall receive the reward of inheritance f 
i t He meets, it may be, with a hard mafter that both belly-beats him, and back-beats 
him too ; gives him very hard work and little or no wages , but Chrift will do 
all. Not wages only fhall he receive asa fervant , but inheritance as'a fon, Nay, 
the poor begger thatgives buta cup of cold water , with defire of doing more, if 
he had wherewithall ; Verily 1 fay unto you, faith our Saviour, be fhall not lofe his 
reward g. Saul when he wentto enquire about the Affes, had but five-pence itr 
his purfe to give the Seer 4: the Seer after much good cheer gives him the king- 
dome, Such is Gods dealing with us: he liberally rewards the {mall offerings of his 
weak fervants, when he perceives them proceed from great love-How often doth he 
. ` - fend away his poor Oratours,as Boaz did Rath with their bofome full ofbleffings 4, 
#Roth.31§ as David did Mephibofeth,with aroyal revenew k:as Solomon did the Queen of Shee 
Nie ; ba with what foever heart can wifh Z: oras Caleb did his daughter Achfab m with 
mludg.1.15 3 upper and nether [prings, a confluence of {pirituall comforts: tempotall contentments, 
nTim.617 and all of the riches ofhis grace doth he thus give s all things richly to enjoy n? 
Real ge Fourthly, God is wondrous tenderand chary ofhis own glory , feeking the 
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fetting forth thereof mainly, (and indeed onely ) inall his works. z 
of God is ro way more advanced and enlarged rie by leena r eoa 
were: giving all beft entertainment and incouragement to thofe that frequent him: 
not forgetting the labour of love thatis fhewed to hisName. For thisis it that 
willdraw in much company about him, and make men very obfequious and obfer- 
vant, when they fe@for certain that there is a reward for the righteous o; yeas oPfalse 
Sedfaf , and unmoveable, alwayes abouuding in the work, of the Lord. as puomine RRE 
that their labour ts not in vain in the Lord P- Praife waiteth for thee O: God. s 
Sion; and antothce fhall the vow be per tabon poo Pa Gor Tane 

; ? Snall the vow be performed q. But how comesit about that men 7P&6s.1,2 3 
are fo officious and forwardly , as to ftand waiting at the pofts of the gates ‘of Sint inecena- 
Wifdom, with free offer of their beft devotions and fervices? It followes there. "i "0n dee- 
O thou that heareft prayers, unto thee foal all fle come. As who thould fay, It is Mara Aa 
for no marvell, though men come thick about thee ; and thou have followers good Virgilia e: 
sh : fora T aa aici Pai for che obtaining of great fuits, of all forts, "ivel fis À 
and mercies without meafure: And it is feldom feen 1 > Tura dabant, 
wants company; ’tis pitty he should. geese good ROHS y Ei 


aye, 

Fifthly, God rewards even wicked men that do his will. t i i 
will, and befide their own intentions: as he did Nebathele ee rarer Ree Ss; 
and unwitting fervant) towhom-he gave Egypt in way of wages or military bay, 
for the long labour, and hard pains he had taken in the fiege of Tyrus r: Howbeit 1 Ezek 29.18 
be thought not fe, but imagined te dcftroy, and cut off not a few nations f. Likewife /Efay 10.°%:: 
thofe that ferve him out of fervile refpects, and finfull felf-love, he rewards out 
of the abundance of his bounty ; as Ahab, to whom he requited a temporary re- 
pentance with atemporall deliverance. Nay, thofe men of Gods band t. that do :Pralrg.r4 
him no fervice at all, but walk upon the face of the earth with hearts full of hell ee 
and faces fet againft heaven, he not onely commands bis Sunse to Joine, and bis 
raine 2 fall Lon KEA a, but T per their bellies with his hid treafure, and uM L543 
ives them more then heart can wife x: their pr imes ex; «Plate: 
eed the conceitings of their minds. And fee eee hae a ee ee A A 


eir m 2 get his entire friends, that 
thus remembreth to requite his profeft enemies? Never was Prince fo ferved in 


his greateft pomp, as the rebellious Ifraelitesin the wild z i 

finde him then to thofe that pleafe him ? ah are poe epee shall me 
.Laftly, godly people themfelves, nay honeft Heathens are carefull to re 

as are diligent about.them, and dutiful! coward them. 


quite fuch Reaf. 6, 
Mordecai faith Ahafouerofh, for this 


What honour hath been done to 


í / J? Surely Mordecai did but hi : 
hainoufly finned ifhe had not revealed that wicked treachery. : ea PRE wis 2 Engg He 


thought for his remuneration. And fhall not God much more reme 

pence the weak obedience of us, though (at beft ) his a T ee 
Revel, the Prince of Midian, requiteth Mofes, for affifting his wronged daughter 
againft their rude countreymen, that fought to drive them from the water: that 
themfelves had drawn z. Shall a courteous Heathen fo bountifuliy reward the i 
watering of fheep, and fhall not our God be as forward to.recompence, be-it ahaa 
but a cup of cold water given to a difciple ? If the king of Sodom. could fatin ; : 
his heart to leave the goods to Abraham, asa penfion for his. pains inthe parfait 
of the four kings, whom he overtook and difcomfited «: what marveli though,the: 4 Go 14:45 


king of heaven appear unto him fhortly after in a vifio ; pld- P OPIS. 
and thine exceeding great reward b, x ; i and fay, Te se tl 


SECT. il. 


Ufe 1. Confutation of the contrary minded, that fa 


the contr > 9F concesve.at leafy - 
that itsin vain to ferve the Lord. . pee eS 

His then ferves, firft, to confute and convince of fingular impuden ,, an Uja 
"Tiattood a thofe profane Atheifts above the Text, tekee vith che phole i 
rabble of their wretehed heirs and fucceffours, abroad the-worldat this very-day,; . 
thar hold it to be a vain thing to ferve God, a praĝife of no profit at alito bere- 
ligious.- This corrupt opinion of God and his works is anold canket’d fore, ‘that 

lies 


842 


c Pfal.73.13 


- dVerf. 22 


i 


2Verfirs 
f Job 40. 4,5 
g Mal.3 13 
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a ee 
lies feftring in all mens hearts, and doth blifter out upon the tongues of good men 
fometimes, of bad men more frequently. Certainly, faith David, | have cleanfed 
my beartin vain, I have Wwafhed my hands in innecency, or to very {mall avail c. 
This was his fpeech in a paflion, for the which he found a time {oon after to befool 
and be-beaft d hirafelf well-favouredly, when he was come to himfelf, and the 
diftemper a little over. And good reafon he fhould; fos§befide the difhonour 
done to God hereby, in bringing up ( asthofe {pies ) an ill report of Gods fervice, 
he faw that in fo faying, he had offended againft the whole generation of Gods chil- 
dren e: from henceforth therefore he laid his hand upon his mouth. Oxce he had 
fpoken, but he would not anfwer, yea twice, but be would proceed no further f- With 
the wicked it is more ordinary. Their words are flout agaiaft ihe Lord g, (faith our 


. Prophet ) they ftick not to give him out for a hard man, a flack pay-matter, 


5 Mat.25.24 
i Job 2.15 
k, Mal.3.14 
lEfay 58:3 
m Luk, 15.29 


ni Tim.6.s 


Tull. 


o Exod. 5.17 


p Mat 26.8 


qiKing.r a28 


# Mat, 22:3. 


J Ecclef6.12 
t Luk.24.25 
x Elay 32.8 


x 2Chro.25, 


reaping Where he fowed not, and gathering where he firawed. not h. Hear them 
awhile in their own language. What i tke Almighty, fay they, that we foould ferve 
him? and what profit foould we have if we fooxld pray unto him i? What profit ú 
it that we have kept his Commandements, and that we have walked humbly before the 
Lordof Hofts k? Wherefore have we fafted, fay they, and thou feeft it vot ? Where- 
fore have we affiited onr feuls, and thon takeft no knowledge 1? Lo thefe many jeers 
do I ferve thee, faid that felf-jufticiary to his heavenly Father, seither tranfgref- 
fed I at any time thy commandement: and yet thon never guveft me a kid, that I 
might make merry with my friends.m. Thus thefe Maleconterits of old : and to 
the fame purpofe in effect many now-adayes , that think and {peak bafely of Gods 
fervice, as if godlineffe were not gain,buc rather gain godlinefle », heaven a name, 
and not worth looking after: but the onely happinefleto have and to hold. As ap- 
pears when they fpare not to foam out their filthy froth, and fay : What get thefe 
forward fellows by gadding to fermons, reading fo much, praying fo oft , being 
fo precife and con{cientious? Philofepbandum fed paucis: “tis good to be godly, 
but withall to be wife: zealous, but with difcretion: we cannot live ( beleeve me ) 
by hearing of fermons: religion will not buy food and raiment: we have our hands 
full of work, and our houfes full of children ; and fhould we {pend half an hour 
or leffe ina morning, and as much at evening in prayer and devotion, all would 
run to wreck, and our families be but ill provided for. Is there not fuch language 
as this, heard in fome mens hearts, nay houfes otherwhiles > Conceive they not 
as difhonourably, and as difdainfully of Gods beft and bufieft fervants, as Pharaah 
did fometimes of the Mfraelitith facrificers. They are idle, they are idle, faid he, let 
them get thems to their tasks o. „Mofes {peaks of devotion, Pharaoh of idleneffe : 


Mofes talks of facrifice, Pharaoh of work. Any thing feems duework toa car- - 
nall minde faving Gods fervice. He cries out of any time or pains laid out that ` 


way, as-.fudas once of the Spikenard : 70 what end is this waft p? As Seneca 

did of the Tewes weekly Sabbaths; chat they loft the feventh part of their time: 

Or, as, Jeroboam did of Gods publike worfhip at Jerufalem, he perfwaded the peo- 

ple.that it was too much labour ’to repair to the Temple, they fhould take a fhorter 

cutito rhe golden calves az Beth-aven q. Of this fort are fuch as fend in their ex- 
cufe;. when invited to the ordinances ; and fay with thofe recufant guefts in the Go- 
fpėl, We: have oxen and farms r and other fith to fry, we cannot intend it, and 

they.were fools if they fhould. Tell them of the unlawfulneffe of their lying, cog- 
ging, over-reaching, cozening, ufury, they’le anfwer you ftraight : What would 
ye haveus to do? weare neither Saints nor Angels: we muft do asthe world does, 
or elfe look to be undone forever. Plain-dealing indeed is a jewel: but (would ye 
fh ouldknow ) he that ufeth it, flrall die a.begger. ` Preffe them to works of mercy, 
and liberality to Gods poor; alaffe, fay they, we are poor men our felves, and have 
many to care for. 4 man cannot tell what foall come after bim, and what foall come 
after him whocan tel {2 O fools, and flow of heart to beleeve all that the Prophets 
have afore-time [poken t. Hath not God faid, The liberall man devifeth liberall 
things, and by lsberall things he foall ffand #, not fall, or come to ruine. Thathe 
is. able to reftore any Amaziah more then the one hundreth talents come to x , loft 
or rather laid out for Gods fake, and in his fervice? that whofoever forfaketh all, 


Marke 10129 and follows Chrift, {hall receive a hundred-fold here and heaven hereafter y. Ruth 


for. ,inftance: fhe ( whiles Orphab. wants bread in. her own, countrey ) is grown a 
on great 
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great Lady in Bethlehem; and advanced to be great: r. j kasor” 
Ifrael, nay-to Chrift the heire of all. Bur the Late iL Re d 
misjudgment made by men of Gods work, and his wages is a da din. ar 
fidelitie that is rooted in our natures - caufing that we dare not p a 
oad nor traft his bare word withont a pawne ; but think °tis beft Sean Anin 5 

ift for one : that a bird in the bandis worth two in the buth (as af di. a 
gall, that called for his portion here ; and that carnali Cardinal] that oui A 
part with his part in Paris, for- his part in Paradife ) that wherever we fee God “tis Cardia 
beft trufting to our felves: which whatis it better then to give charge Suton. 
faifhood upon the Almighty ? fhould fome man promife me 
doing fome {mali chare for him, though I told him not plain 
togull me with words, yet if Ifhould §0 my way from him.turn a 


which Iknow not what greater indionitie can b e Ged or aS CER joak 
Whereat though he feemes to wink fa feafon, hd a ea ne eee 
if of him thereupon, 
wsk foortly reprove them, and fet their fins in ord, 
ue quiets roll of sical For : 
rance written before him, for them that feared the Lord 

his Name 3, fo no leffe for them that defpifed the Lord yey light b 
That therein (as ina table ) they may run and read "their own deft 
faire, and {o returne and difcerne between the righteous and the Wicke 
tbat ferveth God, and hins that [erveth him not. 


SECT, LIIL 


Ufe 2. The wicked Seal be furely and Severely punifted. UR 
i ; $ (md 2. T 
“Nd that’s a fecond ufe of this poi | "ti zeeleffe and ekus 
point, and "tis for terrour to all graceleffe å Ezck.99- 
roa saps perfons, that ferve not God but Mammon, not she tard Chr Zephira Be 
3 pe bellyes a , thit forfake their Maker, and purfae after lying vani- a 
page! that fiy, ni vs The Lord hath forfaken the ank J 
c . He bath faid in his heart David of the Athei j y i 
forgotten, he hideth his face, he will eee (are > a dee aa ae ee 


Int. Lord, how long foall the wicked, bow long foall the wicked triumph ? 


ow loug fhall they blaffer and Speake bard things? and all the workers of iniquitie ee pia ; 


boaft themfelves. The breakin pi 
wife, tr all : 2 Gat erp Aa i Yee they fay, the Lord foall nk loco fen 
ent themfelves hid from God * . Whofefoll ‘we ince tanreriguam 
h 1 ( d*, can bett È carpus ii 
sive in ae following words. Vuderftand Je bruitife pees the peple; dnd je fasles to reling an 
i. wall Je be wife? He that planted the eare Soall not he hear ? He that formed Iie durin ca- 
eye, foallhe not fee? He that chaftifeth the beathen, foall not he correét? He Pitefeewras::, 


God of recompence b And A : > 

f ce 7 . Andas he writesup their a@ions for future vengeance, terin Deiom-a 

a dis fad ne their T evidences, which they are moft carefull to keep fafe:) inentariie refè- 

amg eer eer ae wi hin and kr thew adap GNS 

them as fo many fwift witneffes agai of iniquity ini a ee 
gainft the workers of iniquity in that day.. Her Fler-i7.i 

finnes have reached to heaven, and Ged bath semembred E a a f Ehy 56.5 


Ser therefore even a fe bach Rewarded yo, and doable nate bar danble, according oo HES 
ber K Mal3.s > 


on teo omr ona g 


God thelie,to charge Surhon.. -è 


deringhis . © + 


i S ET OEE > 
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A i i i d the fame fai thithë 
ev.18.5,6 her works „faid that mighty angel concerning Babylon /. An e é 
Just Revus a area eRe all impenitent perfons, well they may fhuffle for’a es 
ån bift-Pontifc nd {hift from fide to fide (as Balzams affe before the punifhing Angel) but furely 
pur rei il finde them out, and ring them fuch a heavie peal, as Pope Im- 
ae a s BA 6 heard once from heaven, and was found dead the next ‘day in 
iar rocedi ‘bis neft Veni mifer in judicium, come thou wretch and receive thy judgment. What 
Dra,tarditatem- by h the Lord defer the execution of his fentence: The master of that evil fer- 
gue fupplicij nt {hall come in aday when he looks not for him, and at an houre when he thinkes noty 
gravat Dine A fhal! cut him in twain, rend his foul from his body, and appoint him his portion. 
yfo Val.Maz, with unbeleevers m. What though they flourifh awhile here, and fpread themfelves 
Hib.rcap.2- ag green bay tree, ic is chat they may be cut off for ever. What is fairer- 
axoropiioss then the corn-field a little before harveft ? then the vineyard, a little before the vin- 
m Mat in thy ficlke, and gather the clufters of the vine of the earth, for 
mMat.24.51 tage? Thruft in thy fictke, ther Sill : bof Gad. 
TLok.12.46. fer grapes are fally rige , and cajt it intothe great wine-pi effe of the wrat o 
n Pfal.37.35- 


ientur, fed 
ostien SEST. V. 
o Rev.14.183 
19. 
t thens therefore haften out of the Devils danger, and get into Gods 
A TIE p How that may be doze 
: f de men p;And oh that wè 
therefore the terrour of the Lord, we perfwade men p; y 
lA eiad all unregenerate perfons, firit, by this point, to do as Saint 
fe Peter advifeth allin their cafe, Repent ye, faith he, and be converied that your fins 
Vie.3. 


j i Lord q: 
; the times of refrefhing foall come frons the prefence of the 
rea? i mtoi ad firft a of Gods book a D eke ieee 
ee i i i d with the point of a diamond r: | > 
written with a pen of iron, and w rE sea eae cia 
i onfcierices, where they ftand recorded for fu 3 
17:1: Hra vhs brethren. Their own hearts condemned them, and called 
vJerx7 ye may fee in Fofep i nd 
them mifcreants, twenty years after the fact committed f. their coafziences alfo bearing 
witneffe, as faith the Apoftle, and their thoughts an AR cening e 
k it i i tour ufeth a wor 
Gen.q2.21- . Where it is remarkable that the Syriack tranflat . fo 
Rom 218 wire chat fignifieth a written or pantes nE m aner an pl E 
herein are many things painted, which fort of writting ts fit = 
foc innit red TE write with ae juice of an onion or temmon, hold ir to the fire, and a 
i is legible. So when the confcience is once put to the fire of Gods wrath, all wi 
rts and old. fins come toa new reckoning. The onely way to fpunge 
out this writing, is by weeping upon it repentant tears, that God may baa 
throughly with the blood of his Son.F orif we confeffe our fins againft our felves i : 
David ushe is faithful and juft to forgive ws our fins x , aoe 7 aol an Pr r 
i black lines ‘of our fins, and arrerages, with thofe red lines of his ton 
esta I hae I am he that blotteth out thy tran|greffions for mine own fake, and sn 
not remember thy finsy. And again , Iwill be merciful to their unrighteou{uelfes, 
their fins will I remember no morez. Lo, if wits PODE ON iR 
5 Wi : if we reveale them wit ame and forrow, 
JE weed Siena af we but fee them to confeffion, we fhall never fee them o p 
Z nebsia confufion if webut acknowledge the debt, he will cancel the bond, blot $ T 
a rela hand-writting that was againft us b, and Fa oon ira gan si . gi r se - 
Beard evi that are paft date) intothe depth of the fea: fo 
one Co dain; gheal a the Ifraelites faw their enemies the Egyptians, dead 
p Nene doi the Lord fo remember to requite the fervices of his engi 
there fuch a lively remembrance, and ample recompence preparing ea A a 
, , fhould this fire up the affections ofallunregenerate perfons, to arr hae 
eens g to God for fervants d, to fwear bee David E to a Brr at 
fJoth.o4.14 ; ing the devils drudgery, to whom the a € 
oe faves volontar Haves, to their ineimable difadvantage. Itis a point ( I wot well) 


See a ot 
they will not hear of, that the devil is their good Lord, that he fets. chem aw a 


an 


k rT ene a e RET 
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and will pay them their wages. You know how ill che Jews took it to be told as 
much by our Saviour Chriftg. But that it is no better with them, the {cripture is I 

: . - & Ioh.8.44 
clear, and the joynt teftimony ofall Gods redeemed ones concurrent : for we our 
felves alfo (even Z Paul, and thou Titus) were fometimes foolifh, difobedient, deceived, 
Serving d:verje lufts and pleafures h, hampered and enwrapt in the invifible chaines , Tit.2.3 
ofthe kingdom of darkneffe, being taken alive captive bythe devil at his pleafure 1, i2 Tim.2.25 


hurried about by him as Bajaze: in his iron cage: toiled out of all true com. Coxetusvor. a 


fort, as Samfon at his mill: oppreft with unreafonable tasks , and infupportable bur- 

dens, as Jiraelin theiron-furnace : thisis their work. And for wages, they are 

expofed toa world of plagues and curfes, armies and changes of forrows, and cala- 

mities here, their whole life being but one continuate vexation k, befides the fear k Ecclef.2.17 
of death (that upfhot and center of evils to evil men) making them fub:eft to bon- 

dage all their life time i. And worthily : for terrours take hold of them (then) as syeb,2.1¢ 
waters,they make them afraid on every fide Trouble and anguilh make them afraid m Job.27.20 
they {hall prevail againft them; as a king ready tothe battlen. ‘Death «feizeth upon &18,19 
them, asa mercileffe officer o, takes them by the throat as that cruel fervant in the *10b-15. 233 
Gofpel: feedeth upon their fleth, as a greedy lion p, ftings them tothe foul asa > gl 55.15 
fiery ferpent q, gripes them to the quick asa bear robbed of her whelps : comes p Pfal.49.14 
upon them with a firme Ejett/one as an inexorable Landlord : carries them away as q1 Cor.15.$$ 
Gods executioner, yea as the meffenger and forrunner of the fecond death, where 

the worm never dieth, where the firenever goes out r: where they feek death bus finde , Mar,.9.44. 
it no, yea d'fireit, but it fleeth from them f. Ic is reported of Roger fomtimes fRev.g.6 
Bifhop of S.s foury (the fecond man from king Steve) that he was fo tortured in 

prifon with hunger and other calamities ufually accompanying people in that cafe, 

ut vivere nolierit, mori nefcicrit, live he would not, die he could not. How much 

more true think we) isthis of all thofe that are thruft into that outer-datk- Nubrigenfis, 
nefe, that darkneffe beyond a darkneffe (as the word feems to import) that ut- 7%¢7@- 
moft dungeon of the damned, where there is nothing but weeping and wailing and ESTS. 
gnabing of tees. Weeping for extremity ofheat, and gnafhing of teeth for ex- 

tremity of cold. Weeping isthe expreflion of forrow, and forrow cools the heart; 

and cold makes the teeth to chatter. Thus thofe miferable creatures do, at fome 

time, freez and fry, weep and gnafh, live and die,a dying life, a living death, 

not for a tims, or times, or half a time t (oh happy they, ifever they might hope an i 
end ! ) buc ever and ever, and beyond alltime, throughout all eternity. Oh confi- R1214} 
d:r ihs, all ye that forget God lest he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver Jou t 4 Pfal g0,22 
Save your felves from this tormenting Tophet, and be forwarned to flee from the x A&. 26 18 
wrath to come. See what miferable flaves ye are to Satan (being altogether as 

much in his power and clutches as he that goes gyved is inthe gaolers : or he that 

goes up the ladder pininond and hoodwinkt in the hangmans)and for how little good - 

advantage ye lay forth your felves, and toyl out your lives in wearifome * wicked- x Ter.9.$ 
neffe. Do but ummon the fobriety of your fenfes afore your own judgments,and Pfal.ss.10 
fee what unceffant pains ye are at, and all to go tohell; whiles you do wickedly y Mic.7.3. 
with both baxds eurnc(tlyy , working hard at the works ofthe fleth, but patting your 7 pag oo 
ets into a boiromleffe bag x. Nay that’s not all : for he that fowerh the winde fhall Hol. 1612 
reap the whirelwinde a, faith Solamen, that is, he that foweth the wind of fin and va- b Gal.6.8. 
nity , fhall reap the whirlwinde of vengeance and mifery. And he that foweth c Rom.6.ult. 
to his flejh, (hell of she fiefh reap ikat corrup:ion, that is contradiftinguifht to life ever- Sfm om 
lafting b: for che wages of fix is death c, temporal, fpiritual and eternal. And isit baling mi- 
nothing to lofe an immortal foul ? to purchafe an everliving death ? hear then fet nantem immi- 
thy felfin good earneft to fee and figh under Satans fervitude : be fenfible of nentem {9 ex 
his yoke, as galling thy nech, and let it make thee cry out, O wretched man that I sc aa 
am who fhall deliver me from this unfufferable fervitude ! Behold, I am more mi- dane, af 
ferable then Sarmfon at the mill : for he had hope iz his death, d but what hope have mul cum cor- 
I, When God thall take away my foul : I am more miferable then Zedekiah in cold poris frattura, 
irons; for though he loft his eyes, yer he efcaped with his life: but I, alaffe , am Sime jafu- 
am dead white alive f , avery living ghoft, a walking fepulchre of my felf. Iam more parr 
miferable, then Jeremy in the dungeon : for he found friends, and meanes of en- e Job.27.8 
fargement : but to which of the Saints fhall 1 turn my felf g, or where fhall I finde f1Tim.s.¢ 
help or refeue in heaven or earth ? 1am more wretched then Irael in Egypt : for if €Job.5.1. 
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~nfideret bis they performed their tasks, they efcaped the lafh : but I, after all my beft fervices 
yuilibetquam done tothe devill , am laden with ftripes, and fhall be {courged with{corpions ; 
jadifirfervi- Thus make moan to thy felf, firk: and then make outto Chrift, next, for 
a aes mma manumiihon and enlargement : for if the fon fer you free,you foall be free indeed h. 
tyranno diabol Cry to the Lord Chr.tt in the words of the ancient Church, O Lord, other Lords 
qui fubditsfi- befides thee have bad dominion over ws, but We will remember thee only and thy name i. 
brinfandis di- Thy name is as ais oyntmunt powred out y therefore the Virgins love thee k, O pour 
Seca medi upon my dry foui of chat precicus oyntment, and ftablife me with thy free fpirit b, 
bioh 8.36. for where thy fpirit is,tkere is liberty m, from both the commanding and the condem- 
i1f4.26.13- ‘ning power of finand Satan. O deliver not the foul of thy turtle dove to thefe Wicked 
kCant 3-3 ones a: in thy rightconfaelfe rid me and fer me free. For adayin thy courts ts better 
Palsy ae then a thonfand other-whre.  Lhad rather bea dore-keeper in the honfe of my God o, 
nVPfal.74.19 then to bs Satans chicf-fivourice , or one of the privy chamber: For the Lord 
OPL84-10,1% God i n San and s foield : the Lord will give grace ana glory; large wages! grace 
and glory ?. whatthings bethefe> one would think that were reward enough 
for fuch forry fervice , as wecandohim, at beft: cy, but then her’s more then 
enough , for xe goo! thing will he withhold from them that walk, uprightly, Oh 
bountiful God! who would not chufe and covet to be thy fervant? who would 
not gladly tand waiting at the pofts of thy gates p, if haply atany hour of the day 
be might hear thy hanpy call, and te hired into thy heavenly Vineyard? who 
pProv.8 34 would net:un through thick and thin * ro compaffe fach a gainful fervice ? And 
* Quidanad yet ’tis a world to fee, a wonder to beheld how ftrangely men hang offhere: 
omnia vis O Low had they are to be wom to the fetting in hand with the works of the Lord : 
ee i. miferably flighting Ged; offers , and letting flip their golden opportunities of get- 
lumambulam tinginto his employment. They ralke{omeumes of the wages,but fhrink at the 
fed dy currunt wo.k , as the Ifraclites talked of the reward of Goliath’s conqueft , yet fled from it 
Propast- when they had done g. ‘The land is good ; faid thofe ‘faint-hearted {pics , but 
eee the cityes are walled up to heaven , and the inhabitants unconquerable. They 
AfeDon. with well othcr-whilestoheaven, as he that kneeled to our Saviour with good 
qi Samw7. malter z inhis mouth: they couldbe glad with Balaams to dye the death of the 
re righteous, but to live their precife and auftere life , that goes to the heart of them: 


. yMarr9.16 


Turpe eft impi- they cannot frame toit. O blinder then Beetles ! the merchant refufeth no ad- 
os diabolo tam venture for the hope of gain: the hunter fhrinketh at no weather for love of game; 
firenuifervire, the {ouldier declineth no danger for defire of glory or fpoile: the bear breaks in 
pated 2° upon the hives, contemning the ftings ; And hall we fain to our felves an eafe 
nihil rependere ÌN NOt underftanding , or an idlencffe in not fecking after that fervice that will be a 
Cyprian: lib.de means untous, not only ofavoyding intollerable , and endleffe torments ( which 
opersetilecmef is the devilis meed and wages ) bur alfo of attaining immeafuradle and immortall 
glory, pleafure and gain, whichis Gods reward and guerdon: For glory , ko- 

nour, and peace tocvery man that works good , to the lew fir(t, axd alfo to the Gen- 

tile f. And contented godiineffe is greateft gain ¢ , faith the fame Apoftle , fuch 

fRom.2 19, as whercin all lofles are recompented, all wants fupplied, all curfes removed, 
aie croffesfanctified, promifes accomplifhed, bletfedneffe procured , Satan conquered, 

erénis effin Deathdeltroyed, thegrave fwectned , corruption abolifhed , fanctification per- 

pietate. ` fe&ed, and heaven opened fora more happy enterance. What fhould | fay more 
1Tim4.8 fora conclufion of this firft Exbortation to thofe that are in their naturall conditi- 

on? Thereis no gain to that of grace , no increafeto that of Godsfervice. The 

Ulurer gaines fix in the hundred, but the gain of godlineffe is an hundred- 


fold here, and eternal life hereafter. Oh who would not then turne fpirituall , 


- ‘purchafer ? 


SECT. 


ay 


Ay 
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SECT. vi 


Ufe 4. Exhortatien to Saints to abide in Gods love, and 
to abound in his work : fith their labour ` 
of love % not in vain ig the 
l : Lord, KIRCH 
oO". fecond Exhortation is to be addreffed to all thofe that are true of heart, Uf: 4s -- i 
whofe namses are Written in heaven #, whofe‘fervices are fet down in Gods *heb.12.23 

book ofremembrance. How fhould thefe firft ; rejoyce in this priviledge, more 

azreatdeal then if devils were fubdued unto them x : whata mercy is this , that % Luer3' 
God fhould fet fo highly by their poor performances. as torecord theminthe C 

high court of heaven: to gratific and grant them thereupon great faites on earth : : 

to glory and boaft ofthem before the Prince of hell ; ashe did of sob J, decarife ¥1ob 1.8 

he. was jealous over himtelfand his with a godly jealonfy z. How fhould the 710535... 
Saints delight themfelves in fuch a mafter , and make their boafts of God all day EE 
bmg, a ? How fhould they fing with David , Lord thou baft dealt bountifully with l 
iy fervant according toshy word b: carolling out , and calendring up the noble- 
acts of that Lord *, who fhal count when he writes up the people c, that fuch a 

man was born there > and there was faithfull in all his honfe » asafervane d, with aaas 
Mofes: kept hisword, and not denyed his name with Pergamss and Philadel-. Reva k 3 
phit e : inftantly ferved the Lord day and night , with the twelve tribes f &c f A&26.9 5 ` 
Thefe things he caréfully recordeth , aad ‘honourably mentioneth , andisit nota *”, 7/4 
fname for us to be flothfuil > and filent? to be forgetlull of him that thus remeni- ree 
brech us , and the poor things that pafs from us? Of all things Gog cannotabide . o 
tobe forgotten: See how ill he takes itatthe hands of his people. Theyarea . 
froward generation , children in whom yo faith faithhe. For of the Rock thar bea 
ga: thens they are unmindfull, andthe God that formed them they have forgotten. 
etd when the Lotd fam it , be abhorred thems , becanfe of this provoking of bes fons 

and of bis daughters g. Anda fire was kindled in hisanger thereupon, even fuch ¢Deut.3>a8 
asburnethtotheloweft hell. For she wicked hall be turned intohell. and who too? Zo he 
Wish all them that forget. God b. But what (hall become of them in the mean while?  Plalg.i7e- 
Behold ; I even I will nsterly forget you ( and fo pay you home in your own iJ¢t-23- 
coyne ) yea I will bring an everlefting reproach upon you, anda perpetuall fame 39.49 . 
Which foal not be forgetten i. See this exemplified. in the rich glutton Luc. 16 
who becaufe he remembred not that God gave bins his corne and wine and vile : and 


* pralios.¢ 


b 


` multiplied bis filver and his gold k, butfacrificed to his own net, and burnt incenfe 


to his own yarn, becaufe by them his portion was fat, and his meat plenteous Z ; k Hof.2.8 


therefore is he not fo much as once called by hi i i l Habak.1 16` 
: : l ed by his name in holy feripture, but 1 ie 
Wrapt upin the fheet of infamy , and buried in everlafting tenon which fall ree 


not be forgotten, + Whenas the poor beggar that {ct God alwayes b ji oF: 

g : f 4.9.8. 
with David ; that remembred his name in the night, dnd therdhy kepe tas es a p Exod 33:1 z 
is thought worthy to have a name in Gods book s and a mayle in Gods h a the, tree 


Lord faying unto him as once to Mofes, I have know l anfe o, the: y Luca3.ga 
> 5 n thee by name th i- [M 
aR fall endure to all generations q. Nay the Lord Jefus cememibreih lack Rill:now i raged 


heisin his kingdome +, that beftirr themfelves all the ey thd eg 

deal i on e aa EA > as that famous theef did %4 wha isali a dri y 

mendable t! i : : Hila. 

A na after he bad ane violence toGods kengdome f, ftole heaven, and ve eae 

i ` caftris aut ace’ 
Sec Eeu EGN 
T. VIL. hoftibus diri- 

l l l l l , ` pitur. Beza. 
Utfecondly , Doth God remember his Saints and their férvices ? then let us, 
learn hencg not only to reciprocate by reméinbring him and his mercies . but 

fo € as his remembrancers ) to put him in minde (in cale he feém Ieis’ forward to 
Sff do 
» 


` 


. 
. 
EEE EA I ite army Reet econ ee ag od ee OE 


848° 


t Elay 62.6,7 


u Pfal25.9 


xEzek.36.37 


y1l2.42, 25526 y 
<>. > = part, if wewould be remembred with the mercies of Gods people. Plead-wee muft 


z Efay 37. 14 


a Mic.7 14,20 


bExod.32.13 
c Exod. 6.3 


d Jam.s.17 
ceowyi 


Umgootuee70. 


.. 
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do us good ) of his ancient proceedings, and gracious promifes. This is that the 
Prophet exhorts unto : Te that are the Lords remembrancers keep wot fileuce t. This 
the Pfalmift conftantly practifed ; Remember O Lord, thy tender mercies, and thy l- 
ving kindneffes, for shey bave been for ever u. And thisthe Lord though he need- 
eth it not, yet every where ftands upon. He exaéts and expectseit from ns, as4 
part of his fervice,and as a condition on our part tobe fulfilled in the new covenant. 
Where, after he had promifed great things ( concerning Juftification, Sandtitication, 
and prefervation ) he tubjoyns. «Yee 1 will for this be enqnived of by the houfe of If- 
rael to doit x. So in another Prophet, I will blot out thy tranf{greffions, and not 
remember thy finnes. But then, Pat me in remembrance, let ns plead together: dea 
-clare that thou mayef bre juftified y. Whereby you. fee what's to bee done on our 


thé gracious promifes: fpread them before the Lord, as Hezekiah did Sennacheribs 
letter z. Pray them over, as David often, and fo puthim in mind of the good he 
hath fpoken concerning us. He loves to be im pottuned in-his own words, ‘to bee bour- 
‘dened with his own promifes, and to be urged with arguments taken from his old 
proceedings. Arife, asin the dayes of old, and perferme the mercy which thon haf 
[wornte our fathers from the dayes of old a. j ; 

This Mofes and Elias wellunderftood: and therefore the former as in pleading 
for the people, he minds the Lord often of his covenantwith Abraham, Ifaac, and 


.facob b, and treats with him to that purpofe by his Name Pebovab ( that empha- : 


ticall and comfortable Name ¢:) fowhen he had foretold a plague to the Ægypti- 
ans, or the remove of it, yet he omitted not to pray the accomplifhment. And the 


Jatrer, when he had by warrant from heaven promifed rain to Mhab after three 


yeers draughtgyet he went afterward to the top of Carmel, and prayed earneftly d, 
(faith St. Ferns) he prayed toughly , luftily , laborioufly ; he ftrained every vein 
of his heart ( as it were ) in prayer, for he jfoopt, and fretcht, and pus his face be- 
tween bis knees, faith the ftory, and this for a great while together, till at length 
a cloud, and after this a cataclyfme of raine and waters came of it; when once 
he had prayed to purpofe, and not till th „For the Lord,though he be liberall, 
yet he is not prodigall: and although he reject not our weak fervices, yet he 
throwes not away his mercyes upon fuch as hold them not’ worth whiftling 
after, as they fay. Be his children never fo deare unto him, yet they thall know 
their diftance, and their duty : fand although he love to be acquainted with them in 
the walkes‘of their obedience, yet he taketh ftate upon him in his ordinances, 
and wilbe fought unto for his mercies. Seek the Lord, faith the Prophet; and 
then will he raine righteou[neffe upon you f . For likeas the Sun drawes up va- 
pours from the earth,not to retaine chem, but to return them to the moiftening and fo 
fattening of the fame: fo doth the Lord draw from us our devotions and other 
duties, not for any benefit of his own, but to raine them down againe upon us 
in fo many bleffings. . 

Secr.. VIII, 


La » this (me thinks) fhould mightily encourage good peoples hearts; 
and ftrengthen their hands in well-doing, to confider, that the Lord doth 
perfectly remember plentifully to requite whatfoever fervice. The pains cannot be 
caft away that we refolve to lay out, nayto lofe for Chri. Mafter, faith Peter, 
we have laboured all night, and have taken nothing. Nevertheleffe at thy word wee 
Will let down the net g. And he {ped accordingly ; for he enclofed a great draught 
of fifhes, even to the breaking of the Net,&c. So true is that of the Apoftle, Hee 
that íis Lord over all, is rich snio all that call npon him h: He gives exceeding abun- 
dantly, even above all that weaskor think i. Thus David asked life of the Lord, 
and he gave him length of dayès for ever and ever k. Solomon asked wifdome (not 
wealth ) and he had wifdome and wealth too: Hezekiah asked one life, and God 


gave him two : added fifteen yeers to his dayes which we count two mens lives,and 


ayeerover. The palfic man feeking health at Chrifts hands,had bealth and heaven 

to boot. Zachexs ftriving to fee Chrift, not onely feeth him, but heareth him {peal 

ing falvation to him and his. oo : 
Yea, 
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Yea, (may {ome fay ) God may crown his people’ with falvation : but they are 
hardly put to't inthe mean while, many of them, and forely vexed by the oppref- 
fions of their enemies, who make pitifull havock of them, and God regards it noc, 

Firft, thisis not for their diligence,but negligence rather in the work of the Lord: 
lazy fervants muft be quickned. - l ; 

Secondly, God hereby tryeth thetruth, and foundneffe of their graces ; Makes 
it appear that they ferve him for himfelf, and not meerly for provender, or fora 
whole skin, as the Devil accufed fob l. 

Thirdly, God in bambling them remembreth them, for his mercy endureth for 
ever m., Is Ephraim my dear fonne? ishea Pleafant child ? for fince I fpake a- 
gainft bim, I do earneftly remember bim fill : therefore my buwels are troubled for him: 
L will furely have mercy spon him, faith the Lord n, 

Laftly, heaven will pay for all, and the tefle they take up of their wages before 
hand, the more they fhall receive at the quarter day. It we fuffer sogether with 
him, we foalbe glorified together 0. Chis made Abraham content to dwell ia tents, 
becaufe he looked for amore enduring city p : Ad4ofes chofe the represch of Chrif, 
(the worft part of him ) before the honour of Pharaoh's coure : & this when he was 
no baby neither, but at mans eftate g and therefore knew well whar he did ; 
and all becaufe he had re/peét to the recompence of Reward. Thismade the beleev. 
ing Hebrewes ufer with joy the fpoiling of their goods, as knowing that they had 
in heaven abetter,and more enduring {ubftance r . Ezekiel willing to deliver an 
unpleafing meffage, and {uffer for it too, becanfe God took him upand let him 
heare the noife of a great ruthing, faying , Bleffed be the glory of the Lord f . 
Nay our Saviour Chrift helped him(elf over th: hardihip of his croffe, by caft- 
ing his eye upon the Crown: leaving us an example to follow , a copie ¢ to 
write after. And indeed it isa matter paffing difficult to obey God, when carnall 
reafon fuggefteth likelyhood or damage or other danger. Bye if it werea fuffici- 
ent reafon to move Pacob to neglect his ftuffe in the land of Canaan, becaufe Pha- 
rach promifed him the beft things of Egypt x . How much more fhould the 
affurance of heaven (that true treafure ) make us carelefle of this earthly trafh ? 
How fhould the very fore-thoughe of that exceeding, exceeding weight of 
glory x , make us plentifull in Gods worke: caufe and even compell us to hear 
much, pray much, liveholily, deale uprightly,beconftant and abundant ia well- 
doing, whatever come of it: Nor ftanding upon the worlds cenlure, who are 
apt enough to call thee foole for thy forwardneffe, and two fooles for thy foole= 
hardineffe, (fo they ufually calland count the care of good confcience, and cour- 
age in a good caufe: ) let them work on , and fpare not, but feare thou 
God : and againft all their * black coles, comfort thy felf with bis white fone 
J + Let them think bafely of thy courfe, but do thou think bufily of Gods 
name: and he will think as carefully of thy recompence, even above all that 
thou canft aske or thinke z. 

Up therefore ( that I may refume thè exhortation, and fhut up all) Up. I fay, 
and be doing, and the Lord fhalbe with yon a. Why fand ye bere idle all the 
day long b? Why linger ye and look thus one upon another c ? You fee your 
work, you know your wages. Jtisbutan inch of time you have to take paines 
in, and then eternitie of reft and recompence: Where it would repent you nothing 
more ( if *twere poffible there to repent ) then that you had begun no fooner, 
wrought no harder. Itis no fmall incouragement ( in the mean-while ) to know, 
that he fets down in hisbook of remembrance, nor how many yeares only, but 
dayes, nay hours we {pend in his fervice : what heat we fuffer, what cold, what 
hunger, what thirft : what loffe, what ftraights: waht danger, what difficulty , 
what every thing. There was foundin a befieged city a poore wife man, ( faith 

Solomon ) and he by bis wifdome delivered the city, yet no man vemembred that 
Same posre man d ~ This is the courfe of the world, but tis otherwife with 
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work only, but thy labour in working: not thy love only, but thy /aéour of leve - 
not thy hope only, but thy parience of hope in our Lord efus Chrift, in the fight 
of God and our father f > Nor thy croffes only, buc the numbde:, time, place and 
mature of our crotles sre with God: Not thy perfon only, bat thy flittings 
are ia his book, andrhy tearcsin bts bottle g + yea the haires of thy head are num. 
bred h ,not cne of them fhal' perifh: much lefle the head it felf. Bre though 
wafheda little, with Paz? inthe fhip-wrackz , yerthou fhalt be landed fafe at 
the Key of Curaan, the kingdome of heaven. 


apugillinribus fuis notat 3 aftumy frigora, famem culturam bonorum dyc. Cart.f 1 Theffalonians 1.3 g Plal.$6.9 
b Matthew 10.30, Que pretio habemus ea numeramus doc. i AG.27. 
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CHAP. VIIL 


Dot. VI. Such as fear the Lord, will be thinking úpon Lis Nawes what 
it is to do fo. 


And that thought upon bis 


Name. 


HES a farther “defcription of the partiesin fpeech by a fecond property. As 
they feared the Lord, fo they thought upon his Name. Wherecomes tobe 
confidered, firt, what is meant by Gods Name, the object of their thoughts - fe- 
condly, what by ‘thinking upon this Name, which is the a& of thefe ancient belee- 
vers, about that object. 

Name lrere hath reference toGod- and his Name fignifieth. 1. Gods felf, in 
his unfearchable Effence, or that unutterable fubfiftence that cach perfon hath in 
the God-head*. 2. All fuch namesand titles of God, his attributes, actions, or- 
dinances, and al chings elfe that have any fpecial print of Gods image ftampt upon 
them, are faid to be gods Name upon them : becaufe by them he is known as a man 
by his name. 

Next, tothink upon this Name of God, is diverfely gloffed,and expounded by 
interpreters . He doth beft (in my opinion ) that faith, to think upon Gods Name, 
is nothing elfe, but by fundry fad and ferious meditations 5 well to weigh and deep- 
ly to difgeft whatfoever a man hath heard and learned of God, and his wayes Thus 
Palsas fuccin@ly and pithily. This then was the guife of thofe godly ones of old: 
and this is ftil the property and pra&ife of Gods faithful people-who as they feared 
the Lord, (which isthe firft figne they are here fet out by) fo, as a fruit or rather 
root * of that holy fear, they think diligently upon his Name ; thatis they 
bend and bufie their beft choughts upon the things of his kingdome. Hence we 
we may learn, 

That it isthe part and property of a man truly fearing God to be much in the 


meditation ofthe things of God. Such as fear the Lord in truth will be thinking 
upon his Name. a 


in locum, * Hac lantiong pietatis vere fontem indicare, Guahber z in kham Dck- 
Ld 
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SECT. 1- 
The Point proved by Scripture. 


Ou fee they go coupled in the text, as individual companions : and other: 

where in {cripture, it is made the mark ofa man truly religious rhac he hath 
right thoughts, that ts, well fet upon thofe righteft objects, God and his Name. 
‘the thoughts of the righteous are right a. And again, the dejive ef the righteous is 
onely good. Not that any man, in this viatory condition, is fo happy as to have his 
heart altogether empty of evil thoughts and defires - but that’s the thing be ftrives 
unto, and breaths atter, he fuffers not evil motions co rooft in his minde, to keep 
refidence there, to lodge ia his inwarus as Jeremies expreilion is: he ferves Ged m 
his fpirie with Paw (ac leaft in his general refolution and intention) Fle fets the Lord 
abwayes at his right hand e with David : he walks continually in the fente of his pre- 
fence, and height ofhis countenance, with Henoch , Nosh, eAbralarm, and others, 
he wholly followeih after the Lord his God with Caleb f; in defire and endeavour ac 
leaft he waites for God inthe way of his indgements withthe Church in yi. -And 
the defire of his foul is to Gods name, andthe remembrance of hmg. in which holy 
courfe if he beat any time interrupted (as the beft is many times) he cryes out 
mournfully with the Church in the fame Chapter: O Lord osr God, other 
lords befides thee hive had dominion over us, yet through thee oxely wil we make 
mention of thy aame h. I finde a law in my members warring againft the 
law of my minde (that frame ofholy thoughts) and carrying me captive to the 
Jaw .of fin and of death # The law truly is fpiritual, but Iam carnal fold under 
fin; Iconfenttothe law that it is good, even then when I trantgreffe it, and 
dothat I would not. Nay more, I delight inthe law of God after the inward 
man: yea with the minde, I my felf ferve the law of God, then, when with the 
fieth, thelaw of fin. Thus the regenerate part in a chriftian ftill hankers and: 
hangs toward God, asthe fea-mans needle toward the North-pole, as the mife- 
rable captive toward his own countrey, as the diftreffed fpoufe tow2-d him whom 


‘her foul loved : (hb? flept indzed,but her heart waked k, all the while God is the pro- 


per and moft pleafing object ofa good mans thoughts and affe&tions , as D.rvid 
often avoweth him in the book of Pfalms. And though he be hard layed at fom- 
times; ey, and not feldom feduced l and hurried afide by armies and changes, of 
evilthoughts, noyfome lufts, fatanicalinjections, and other grievous temptations 
both from within and without - Yet for the main bent, the general inclination and 
intention of his thoughts and affections, heis ftill with God, as David, whea 1 awake 
I am/ftill with thee m,faithhe. And oh how precious are thy thoughts unto me O 
Godr! how great is the {um of them? in the multitude of my perplexed thoughts with- 
in me, thy comforts delight my foul. And to like purpofe the Church: All this is come 
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` npon us, yet we have nat forgotten thec, neither have we deals falfely in thy covznant, oPfal 94 19. 


Onr heart is not turned back, neither have our fleps deslinedfrom thy wayes. Though È Pl. 44. 17, 


thou haft fore broken us in the place of dragons and covered us with the (oadow of death, 
Af we have forgotten the name of our God, or feretcht out our hands toa Strange God fhall 
not God fearch out this ? for he knowes the fecrets of esr hearts p. And that confi- 
deration as it kept their thoughts within compaffe : fo it may well minifter unto us 
aground of good reafoh for the point in the firft place. 


Secr. II. ‘ 
The Point proved, and enforced by five reafoisse 


Ods people are much taken up inthe thought of his name; for they know 
Gis he knows the fecrets of their hearts q (as he that makes a watch knoweth 
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Alidhingsare every turning and winding in the watch.) And that as he kwwves them, fo he 
Cfor cheout-  gsyes them roo : For “tishé that made ns these [pivits r , and therefore he requires 
ide yuwe to be terved in car fpirits / : Icis he that gaveus our thinking faculties, we can 
Cte. not move (nono: witha motion cf the minde ) out in kime . Both the 
fide) reTga- preparations of the beart, and anfwer sf the tongue is of the Lord g . Andisit not 
warceivé — reafon therctere that he fhould havea tiibute of our thoughts, a thought-fervice 
Titedted quar alfo ? Ic istrne Gur bodies with the members thercof , mutt be offered up and 
ae eas the prefented to God asa living facrifice x . But that facrifice can neither be living, 
backbones nor well pleafing, where the heart is wanting J- Hence he fo called of old for 
it were. all the far of the inwardsin the {int offering = + and teftified afterwards by David 
Sioh. st that he dclighteth more ina broken heart thewin all facrifices a ; he rolles himfelf 
ees init as ix a bed of fpices b , and feemes to fay of it tothe fonnes of men, as fome- 
x Rom.32. 1 times s/c ph to his brethren concerning Benjzmin his brother, or as David to Ab. 
lai. 29-13 ner concerning Afichol his wife ; ye foal not fee my face except ye bring ite. 
% Exod.29- © He wili have the heart 4 or nothing,becaufe it is the treafury of all our thoughts, 
aPfal s117 {pecchesand ations: but firft of our thoughts, which are the next and imme- 
Cant.6.1 diate fruit and iffuc of the heart, whence, the fervices done him by them, cannot 
€Gen.43°3 but be moft pleafing, fith they are moft fpirituall, and fartheft cf from pollution 
dProva::26 ok hypocsily; whereunto they cannot be fo fubje@as outward fervices, which 
pie are performed fometimes more out of refpect to the Creature,then to the Creator. 
Hence the Church in that fore-alledged Pfalme,feeking to approve her felftaGod, 
pleades the fincerity & goodneffe of her thoughts,as a fufficient teftimony of her 
truth & integrity e . But this is not all : Gods people are thoughrfull of his Name, 
Reaf. 2. not only moved with feare( asthe text here couples them , ) becanfe he fearcheth 
out the fecrets of their hearts, and calles principally for their thoughts : but allo ont 
- oflove, and ftrength of affection ( as the fpoufe acknowledgeth: ) the property 


e Pfal. 44.17- 
&e. 


- * Animus oft whereof, isto fet the thoughts aworke upon the thing beloved : according tothat 


ubi amet, ton in the proverb, the minde of a man is not where it lives, but where it loves * And fo 
ubi animate itis here. Gods Name is as an oyntinent powered ost therefore the virgines love him fa 
f E: They have tafted and feen how good the Lord is¢. They had oftes heard by the beara 
$ lba : ing of thee are bat now their eye hath feen hin h . His good name hath been fweeter to 
i¥cclel7:1  them,thena precious oyntment é; it hath filled their hearts, as Maries Spikenard 
k Ioh.12.3 did thehoufe & . This maketh the virgines, that fotow the Lamb wherefoever 
cae he goeth, that fand with him upon mount Sion, having bis fathers name written in 
Bese aber foreheads L ; to love him for the odour of his good ointments, though 
they fee him not # . And out-of the deare refpe& and love they bear unto his 
Name, to be continually thinking upon that which their fouleloveth. 
' The more they love, the more they think, and the more they think , the more 
ane ah ae , they love: God Maving {hed abread his love (that part of his Name ) ix their 
SASS S DAPET A asa {weet oyntment , by the Holy ghof , that anointing that is given 
‘unto them, and which teacheth them all things o. l 
Reaf. 3 And that’s a third Reafon, why the Saints are fo {et upon the thoughts of Gods 
- Name, they are taught and inabled thereunto by that holy fpirit, their domefticalt 
Monitour and {weet inhabitant. For, know ye not that your bodies are the temples 
prCor. 6 19 ofthe holy ghoft that is in you p And if their bodies are the Spirits temples, 
qCant.3.6 furely then their foules.are his Holy of Holies ; wherein are continuall pillars 
¥2Cor" 3-5 of incenfcafcending q ; good and holy thoughts, (I meane ) abounding, by the 
fr Coe» operation of the Holy ghoft ; ( whofe immediate motions theyare ) we being 
j not able of our felves to think one good thought r . There sever entred intothe 
f heart of a naturall wan, the things that God hath prepared for them tkat love him [3 
But God hath revealed them to us by his fpirit : whofe worke itis. 
1. To enlighten. , i 
2. To enlarge the Heart, wherein he takes up, out 
His firft work is to beat out new windows in the dark foules of men; to let 
in a new light thereinto to give us thereby fome fight of God, fome fenfe of his 
fweetneffe, fomeglimpfe of his glory. Not as he is in himfelf,.in the brightneffe 
and perfection of his effence : for fo he is incomprchenfible, and the light where- 
by he fhould be:feen inacceflible t . Nor yet fo perfeétly ‘here, as he ftands de- 
tx Timé.16 {cribed unto us by his Attributes and ations, that’s referved for a better ae 
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But his back-parts s only ( with Mofes ) that holy and reverend Name of his, u EXx0.33-23 
Jehovah Febovah ftrong , mercifull erations, long /efferéng Xe. Thus much the *4xed-34-6 


{pirit o to fee of God, though fomewhat obfcurely, as through a grate only, eee a 
or asina glafle, ina riddle, or asan old man through fpe&acies: the great wis nan. 


part-ofour knowledge being bur the leaft part of our ignorance. 
having thus opened our cyes and turned us fromdarkneffe to light , he tunes us next 
from the power of Satan to God z : that whereas heretofore we were atted andagi- 
tated by the Prince ef rhe power of the ajre a, the God of this world wko had fir ¢Eph2.2 
blinded our minds 4, and then fer: abroad upon our heaits and affections. hatch- 2? y P 
ing out thence whole fwarmes of evill thoughts , and litters of luits that fiche ee 
gainft the foul cz Sonow, being potfeffed by abetter fpirit, weare enlareed and 
enabled to captivate and conforme our thoughts to the foveraignty of Gods 
the rules of his word, and the remembrance of his Name. 

Fourthly, their new Nature, ( that bleffed frame of Gods grace cre&tedin them Reaf. 4- £ 
by the fpirit; that great Archite& , that plants the heavens, and Lizes the founda 
tion of the earth, that he may [ay to Zion, Thor ave my peopled | This Divine Nature e 4 Elay $7.16 
as Peter calls it,and renewed Image of God, this habit of Reavenly-mindednetTe pur- ** Petr 
teth Gods fervants upon a continuall freth fucceffion of holy thoughts. For befides ` 
that their phantafy or thinking-faculty (being a chief inward fenfe of the foul) is {ei- 
zedupon for God to the utter deffolving of that old frame of vile thoughts and lefts 
( thofe ftrong-holds wherein fatan had entrencht f himfelf ) the whole [pirit, foul 
and body of a Chriffian is Sank ified thraughoue £ God writes bes law in on hearts h 
ftamps his imageupon the fpirit of onr minds #4, makes us partake of the 
nature, having efcaped the corruption that is in the world thorough laff k cre. 


grace, 


f2Cor.10.4 5 
OX UGS cere, 
wy? g1 Thef.5.23 
god-like bHeb.8 10 


Hence 7 Eph.4.23 


an ability of holy thoughts and affeGions , foras the manis, fachare his difpo- %2 Per.1.4 
fitionsand meditations. The Liberall man devifeth liberall things L A Lood man AER 


ont of the good treafure of his heart bringeth, forth good things’ m: And as from aMark7.a1 
oo out of = ae at evill thoughts » &c. fo from the fan@i- 
ea heart proceed fanctified thoughts , and gracious confiderati 
Piet ai vice aa g g rations and refpeđts to l 
Laftly , we may argue for the truth and certainty of this point of the godly med A 
mans practife , from the many near and dear relations he ftands into God : toge- È 
ther with the daily dealings he hathand often ufe he makes of his Name, For } 
God firft, heis the good mans friend, and father, Prince and portion, God oColof3.1r 
and guide, his Adin Al o: he hath given up his name to Gods trath , devoted P Pfal.119.38 
himfelf to his fear p, {worne himfelf to his fervice q, and endeavours nothing 7 Meee 
more then to love him with all his heart, with althis foul, and with all his thought iar 
which is that firft and great commandement of the law, whereupon the reft hangr, f Prov.18.10 
asa thing upon anail, or as beads upon a fring. And fecondly for the nameof t Micah.4.s 
God ; they rasto st in any ftrefle, as toa Strong tower f: they. w/b ishisname t $ rast es 
as ina Garden or gallery : they rejoyce in it as in all treafure w: yea what ever me 
they doin word or deed they do all in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrif x Gc. Now 
can we poffibly rejoyce in Gods name » run to it upon all occafions , walk in it, 
talk of it, doall in it, and yet not minde it, not be much in the thought of r? 3 
Again, can we acquaint our felves with the Almighty , vouch- him for our : 
God , fet him up for our Soveraigne , converfe familiarly with him as our friend s yt Kin 
walk before him y in uprightneffe and integrity , walk with him x in an humble Lames 
familiarity , walk after him a by an entire obedience and ready cdhformity, and ¢Deutr3-4 
Yet not frequently think on him ? ’tis not pofiible. i 


SECT, IIL 


Ufe 1. Thofe that habitually think not upon God , fear 
not Ged. 


NY for application: Are all Gods people fuch as think upon his Name ? Uker. 
A W This then ferveth , firft, to fhut all fach out of this holy fociety , andto 


evince 
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evince them void of Gods true fear , that think not dayly and awigently upon 
God , that make nor his hame the matter of their meditation , thar Jay nor in their 
hearts, Let us now fear the Lord onr God b cc. The wicked faith David, 
through the pride of his countenar.ce will not feek after God: God is mot in all 
his thougots c: Eating and drinking , buying and felting, building and planting , 
plowing and reaping &c. arein his thoughts , but God falls not into his thoughts 
the whole day thoroughout. Or ifin a whole lottery of thoughts, h: fumble 


i amanea a A RA agp 


haply upon God and his Name, yet his heart is merely paffive in it (as was Sauls 


and Buleams; ) it is only as a thorough-fair for fuch thoughts : they give hima 
joy andaway: they falute him as he in th: Comedy did his fellow with good- 
morrow , andfarewellbothinabreath. He is foon fated, nay jaded and tired out 
atafermon, or fo, where he hath occafion of better thoughrs then ordinary. 
He favours not thefe things of God d, he finds no more relith in them thenin 
the white ofan egge x ora dry chip. Hence it comes, thar they foon pals away 
from him, like Nedchadaexzars dream, which himfelf could not remember by 
morning. Nothing fettles or *bides with him of this nature. Tte J confider not in 


. theirhearts, that I remember all their wickedneffe e.. Some tranfient thoughts 


they may have that way, in cold blood other whiles, but to little or no purpofe. 
They turn not fhort again upon themfelves with the prodigall f. they fit noe 
alone g withthe Church in the Lamentations , to entertain and nourith good 
motions: they call not themfelves toadomelticall audit, ’tis death to them to 
do,any thing that way: they do zot commune with their own hearts upon their beds h, 
They fummon not the fobriety of their fenfes before their Own judgements , tofer 
themfclyes down by right reafon, to argue'the cafe with their own ccnfciences, 
and to fay evcry man to himfelf, Whar have I done i? what do E mean? what 
doth God think of me? what will he do with me? what’s my cafe here? and 
what will be my condition a thoufand yeers hence? Thefe favoury thoug hts; 
thefe wholefome confiderations feldome or never enter into the confines of their 
hearts. Orifthey do (as fometimes they do ) upon fome tudden unexpected 
evillaccident , ( as the death of a dear friend , fome more remarkable loffe'in their 
“eftates , the hearing of a powerfull fermon, or the like Joh what thift will thefe 
men make to rid their hearts of fuch unwelcome guefts, that they may be no longer 
rackt and.difcafed by them ? how do they bring their buckets to quench fucha 
{park of the fpirit kindled in their brea{ts ‘how do they choak and thiottle before it 
it draw breath, fuch a motion made them by the holy gholt | defperately 
faying to God, Depart from us, we defire not the knowledge of thy wages ke Cafi- 
ing Gods word behind them, as.the old world did Noahs preaching ( it was even 
more then fpilt upon them, whiles they would kzow nothing of all that was fore- 
told them till the flood came , and fwept them away , as vermine ) hating tobe 
healed, refufing tobe reformed m, drowning the noife of their clamorous con- 
{ciences, with the hurry , and clutter of worldly bufinefies and imployments ; as 
the old Italians in time of thunder ufed to fhoot off their greateft ordnances > to 
ring their biggeft bells, and to make all the fragour they could, to drown , as far 
as they might,the noyfe of the heavens, that it might not affright them-And for that 
other faculty commonly called svvmignas, to make all fafe there , they lay faft 
hold upon all the principles in thcir heads , and imprifon them 2, as the Apoftle 
fpeaketh, tearing out their foules, as much as may be, thofe common notions * 
of truthand falfhogd, rightand wrong, good and evill, whether left in mans 
nature at the fall, or fuperindudted fince , I will not difpute: There , I am fure 
they are by a good providence ot God for jhe converfation of civill fociety : till 
rized and rooted out, or lockt upat leaft in reftraine, by fuch as would fin fecurely 
without diftarbance,cill ar length they arive at thar dead and dedoient difpofition @ 
of the debauched Heathens, little differing from that of the very devils, and fo 
wrath come upon thems.to the simoft pe a 
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Secr. IV. 
OF thofe that think, bafe and bald thoughts of God. 


}p Uc fecondly, if the bare not thinking upon God and goodneffe fhew a man 
to bee unfanctitied ; what fhall we fay of fuch as think of God indeed, but 
think bafely of himand unworthily : catt him, as it were intoa difionourabie 
mould, by thofe bald conceits they take up of God. - They beceme zaia in their ina- 
Linations q about him, as chofe Philofophers {poken of by the Apoflie, rhat ehan- g Fon: z 
ged the glory of the incorruptible God into ax image made like to a corruptible man, ANN Jor. es 
So do many ignorant people, now-adayes, conceive of God (and will nor be Bea- J9 gudinuis > 
ten out of it ) as ofan old man fitting in heaven, with a crown on his head and a wee lee 
{cepter in his hand, adminiftring his kingdome, as an earthly Prince, &c. Others Moen 
that are not altogether fo grofle-witted, but yeeld you, that God is a Ipirit, and 74s fa? ia y 
not a bodily fubftance; yer chey. fer him not up for fuch a fpirit ashe flands defer An drdinaéfor 
bed in che holy Scriptures; Holy, pure, juft, jealous, omniprefent, omnifcient, om- varia fit cetyn: 
nipotent, recompencing the righteous, and repaying the wicked to hisface r> &e. aus bae 
Of this fort of finners were thefe above text, that denied Gods {pecial! providence, tumen maximas- 
and care of his people, &c. And fach among{t us are found, nora few, that con. ter Mohd * 
ceive God either to be wicked altogether, fuch an‘ one themfelves, becaufe hekee s chos aS gypei `> 
filence at their finnes /: or elfe fo made up of mercy, f 3 
foever, and not deftroy the work of his own hands; or laftly, fo ignorant and enum ex iraka- 
wretchleffe, that although he reckon with thera for other mifdemeanours, yer Yon sents 
thought foall go free. By beleeving and Pleading of whichmoft falfe paver Ca ene tis 
and peftilent principle, what do they elfe but profane G iri : 
king ameer mock and an idol of the Almighty, as if ł 
and had no foveraignty over them? But they thall find, to their forrow 
Searcheth the hearts, and trieth thè reins £ , thole feats of lufts, a 
parts in all mansbody : Yea, and kills men with death, becaufe the 
it #. That he knowes.( as the meaning of the fpirit x, fo ) of the fleth ‘too. S 
though it never put forth it felf in the outward man: that be ; 
allo 14 the fight of his countenance J : and will noc fail to bring every fecret thing to bys 17-10 


: 5 A. i Z nee i i C¥.2.202 ir 
judgement x, even all their Acheifticall, vainglorious, covetous, ambitious, adul- xom 8.27 


turbas excita. 


crown and dignity. And that none may be ignorant, he makes Proclamatio here. % Ecclef. a27 
of (asit werein open Seffions ) by the voice of his holy Prophet, wich a lole tes 
Oyes; Hear O earth, behold, 1 will bring evill zpos this people: even the fiait of g ii 
their thoughts a. Where ye have to obferve; thatthe heavy wrath and ven 


of Almighty God is both the. juft defere, and certain event of evil Ghouls and <Jetcity A 
count you that a fmall matter? Isit nothing to fall into the punifoing hands of the T 
senne, PEA ? Ts Ee n fe fire kindled in his wrath( even for fome one roor of bit- 5 Heb.ro's 
terneffe, ( that is inward diftemper, and mentall abomination harboured ele Dane ae 
ed) that burns as lov as the nether-mof beli 2 ured and allow. ¢ Deut 3273. 
wor l taad 
Secr. V.. = 
Againft thoughts of Atheifme, Blafphemy, Infidelity, and Rebellion. ` 
BY in the third place, moft of all to be condemned of want of Gods holy — 
fear , are fuch , as not onely, not think of God, or not duely think of him; at 


but unto all other their finnes, adde this, that they think thoughts again{t him 
directly oppofite to his Name, Devife things contrary to the Name of fefus d, taking MAGsa69 
up high and haughty imaginations, [uch as exalt themfelves agasnft the knowledge of i 
God, and obedience of Chrsft e. And of this fort of finnersis that heavy complaing ¢2Con10.4,9 
made by God. -himfelfin the Prophet Ho/ea 3 Though 1 have redeemed them yee 

they have fpoken lies againft me; though 1 have bound, and ftrengthened their arms, 


yes 


that he will fave themhow- vi Rhdiores 
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yet do they imagine mifchief again? me f. Hitherto may be referred ; 1. Thoughts 
of Atheifme, as to think there is no fuch thing as God: or if any, yet that hee 
feeth nor, eareth not, doth neither good nor evil g, walks iz the circle of heaven, 
and hides bimfelf in the thick cloud h, without any refpe at all to this inferiour 
world. 2. Thoughts of blafphemy, as to murmur, grudge, and {peak againft him 
in our hearts: and fecretly to mock at his mighty works, his powerfull ordinances é, 
the promife of his coming, &c. 3. Thoughts of infidelity, and defpair ; as that 
God doth not heed me, will not help me /, fave me, make good his word unto 
me, &c. This isto make Goda lier m, faith St.. fobs, and (upon the matter ) to 
averre and avouch that there is no fuch thing as Chrift: or at lealtwife,no fuch ver- 
tue and efficacy in his death: and life, as to fave all thofe that repofe upon him. 
4. Thoughts of high-treafon, and open rebellion againft heaven: as when men 
rife up againft God in their hearts, as che horfe againit his rider ; thinking within 
themfelves , ( though they fhame to fay asmuch ) ho is the Lord that wee fhosl:l 
ferve him o? Who made thee a Princeor a Ruler over us p? Osr lips are our 
own, Who hall controk us q? The word that is fpoken unto ss inthe Name of the 
Lord we will sot do. No, but we will certainly do Wwhatfoever thing goeth forth one 
of onr own mouth r; fay the Prophetsand Preachers what they can to the contrary. 
Againft all which deceftable and damnabje Acheifts, yokeleffe, and frontleffe Beli- 
alifts. Behold the Lord cometh ( faith that ancient Enoch ) with ten thoufands of bis 
Saints, to execute judgement upon all, and ( by vindicating his glorious Name, from 
their bafe furmifes, and blafphemous afperfions ) to convince all that are ungodly a- 
mong them, of all their ungodly deeds, which ( upon fuch falfe and abhorred princi- 
ples) they bave ungedlily committed, and of all their hard fbeeches which ungodly 
frnners have (out of the abundance of their hellith hearts ) spoken againft him f. 
Where wee leave them for prefent, to chew awhile upon that feartull doom that 
abides them, till we hear of their amendment, and haften to a fecond Ufe. 


Sect, VI. 


Ufe 2. Examination, Where trialls of the goodneffe of onr bef? thoughts, 
by their 1. canfes. 2. effects. 
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I know what fuch kinde of people (the ruder fort efpecially) , areape enough, 
to object. They will never beleeve, they fay, that the matter is fohainous, the’ ob. 
danger fo great, asthe minifters would make *of it, for firft, they have as 
good hearts as the beft: and although they be not fo ftrait-laced as te 
make fuch a bufineffe about idle and evil. thoughts, as fome would feem to do, 
yet fo. long. as_none’can tax them, for externaf outrages, and reproachful 
offences, they ‘fhall think . never awhit the worfe of thenifelves for all 
that. `, S . l 
` Hereunto we anfwer, that this very brag of the. goodneffe of their loofe and tewd 
hearts {peaks them at Once. t. Ignorant.. 2. Proud. 3. Impenitent perfons. 

Firft, I fay, Ignorant of God and his will,- of themfelvesand their duties: 85 5 wath os 7 
if they were not bound to love tke Lord their God with all their thoughts alfok, S 5233 
Now without knowledge the minde is not good, faith Solomon, and he that (hood- 
winkt with fuch blinde conceits ) ha/teneth with his feet (in away good enough as 
he fondly imagineth,) finer L mS 


. Segondly, they are ftuft up with pride, and felf-conceitedneffe : as the Laodi- gia ae 
ceans, who not . knowing their own fpiritual beggery , and blindneffe , gave ` 
out themfelves for great rich men, and in as good ‘cafe as the beft». The pure in m Rev.3.16. 
heart, are witha! poor in fpirit », humbled for nothing more then their inward @Math. 5.3,8. 
impurities; thofe vain thoughts deceitful dreams, carnal fears, worldly cares, end- 
leife and nee dieffe ploddings upon earthly things that haunt their hearts, and paffe 
the forge of their fancies every day,in def pite of whatfoever endeavours to the con- 
trary. ‘Together with thofe innumerable by-thoughts and diftraGions that wilt 


needs throng inupon them, even in the interim of divine duties, when they 
things that moft gall and 


fol. 


would be moft free and referv’dto God. Thefe be the 

grieve the godly man, and bring him ful often upon his knees for pardon of in- 

ward failings in thofe duties, for the outward well-performance whereof other ° 

godly people do many times both approve and applaud him. But now it is other- 

wife withthe wicked: ifhecan wathhis hands with Pilate: keep his fingers from 

picking and ftealing, and his tongue from evjl {peaking : curb and keep inhis in- 

ordinate lufts from budging and breaking forth in his outward practife’; he cares 

not how fowl his igwards are, how irregular and enormous the motions of his 

minde be : thinks though he never lay lawes upon thofe but faffer them to run 

siot, at pleafure, upon whatfoever vanities or villenies, yet he fhall {peed well 

enough, and perhaps {tep into heaven before the pureft ofthem all. Here’sa heart 

as full of pride, as empty of goodneffee for he that Lifteth np himfelf, his minde is 

xot et ed in himo. i . l ` a Habag : 
Thirdly, They are impenitent (and fo'out of the ftate of falvation) till they be- eu 

think themfelves ofa more thorough reformation p. For repéntance, where itis p Luke.13.3°] 

found, begins atthe heart. Iris not a cleanfing onely of the outfide of the plat- 

ter, but a’changing of the inward thoughtsaffections and purpofes : according to 

that ofthe Prophet, Let the wicked forfake his way, and the anrighteons man his . 

thoughts: and let hins return to the Lord, and he will h 

sot elfe. And that of Peter to Simon Magus; Thy heart isnot- right in the fight of 

Godirepent therefore, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven 

theer. And that laftly, -ofthe Prophet to the people. “Op Ferufalem walh thy heart 

from wickedneffc, that thou mayeft be faved (no heaven to be had, you fee, where tlie 7°A&.8.22. — 

heart is not wafhed )/ew long (hall thy vain thonghts lodge within thee.fN ji 


i o furer figne, ” iua ; 
of a foul and wicked heart, then the refidence and raign of vain‘and vile thoughts, Potulat tày 


Let no man therefore bear himfelfin hand, orboaft hereafter ofthe goodnefle of trae, 
his heart, ifhis thoughts be habitually and allowedly evil. aa 
Oh but we have many good and holy thoughts in, our hearts’ : Ged and his eb: 
name ismuch inour mindes and mouthes, and we think frequently upon his word 
we hear, .and his works we fee &c. es . 
You have many good thoughts you fay, ‘tis well:a reprobate alfo may have of, . 
good motions in'his minde : and not be a button the better for any of them. Try ay: 


your good thoughts therefore before you truft too much tothem : and r. ‘By the 
caufes. 2. By the effects. i 


For the caufes, firft, wee'l fappofe them (for the matter) good. and religious s 


but 


ave mercy pon him, Sieg. 9 Efiy.s$.7." 
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but for their efficient caufe, firit, whence be they, let me ask. Are they inbred. 


and native co your fandified hearts,or are they onely inje@ed from without and 
meerly adventitions ? caftin byGod, who now affects thine heart by a good mo- 
tion, thy felf no way concurring, but being meerly paflive in the whole bufinefs? 
If fo, Nebuchadnezzar might have as much comfort and hope here-hence as you, 
God put into'his heart a good thought, viz. ro turn his courfe againft Iirael the peo- 
‘ple of Gods wrath, and to revenge the quarel of his covenant upon an hypocritical 
nation. Howbeit he meant zot fo, faith the Prophet, neither did bis heart 
think, fo, but it was in his heart to.deftroy and cut off nations not a few Ger: 


Secondly, fər che form and fafhion of your better fort of thoughts ; are they fer 


. and folemn fome times; with: choice.of fit matter, time and place ? Do yefitin 


the door of your hearts (on fet purpofe) to entertain good motions 9 a8 Abrabans 
was wont, in the door of histenr to entertain ftrangers 2 Or are they hot onely 
occafional and accidental, falling in by the by, and belides your intention by rea- 
fon of fome fudden occurrence? &c.  * 


`° ‘Thefe holy men in the text did not onely chink upon Gods name, asa thing that fell 


` Anto their thoughts by chance-but follicitoufly, throughly ftudioufly, ferioufly, they 


a 
u Mal.3.16. 


Vexatio dat 
intelledtum 


æ Phal. 78.34, 
35.36,37. 


. fet themfelves to work in good earneft, and in Gods fear, to confider of his fatherly 


providence,and moftrighteous proceedings damnably depraved and maligned by the 
wicked of thofe times ; and ftayed up their hearts againft all difcouragements with 


«that wholefome medication s. 


Thirdly, fe to the end-of your good thoughts:both that ofintention,and the other 
ofduration. For your drift and intention firt, Do ye »(in taking up:fome holy 
thoughts) ayme at God and the advancement of thofe main ends, the fetting forth 
of his glory in your own and other mens falvation ? or do ye not rather there- 
fore think of holy things. . 

1. That ye may ‘fet off with God, and make him fome- manner of a- 
mends, for your other infinite worldly pladdirgs, and wicked imaginations 2 or, 

2. Is itnot to collogue with the Lord, and curry favour, to get off the fooner, 
and eafier when you are fmarting, ang it may be bleeding under his hand ? Thus the 
falfe Mfraclites ferved him in the wilderneffe : when he flew them, then they fought him 
apace, they remembred that God was their Rock, andthe high God their redeemer. 
Thele were good thoughts, had they been as wellintended. But alas their proje& 
and device was onely to eafe themfelves of God ; and to ges from under his hand? 
for they fluttered him with their mouthzs, and liéd unto him with their lips. Their heart 
wasnot right with him (that is, their aymes and refpects were finifter) neither 
were they fredfaft in his covenant x, and fo they failed in the end ofcontinuance alfo; 
3.Ts it notto ftill and fifle the noife of your conicienee, arid to give it fome fo 
fatisfaction, when it fhal tell us. (fromthe Pulpit, or when weareall alone,thac 
God isto be thought upon, and hisname to be had in remembrance of all that 
love hiin ~ that fuch onely as. do fo canbe comfortably affured of their gracious 


. eftate &c. Forif we do this or any other holy duty, not out ofany delight we 
. take in it, but merely co {top con{ciences mouth, and to eafe our felves of that 
- unreftand difquietment that we feel within, till che thing bedone, our good 


Principium | 
Servet,medtun 
tepet exitus 
alget. 


J Hof.6.4 
x1 Sam.26, 
at. 

a Num.23.10 

b Hof.6.4 

c Luc.8.6 | 

Math.13. 20 
* dEfther 6.6 


thoughts are defective in the end ofintention, and can yeeld us little comfort. 
Next for the end of duration and continuance: Are thofe good thoughts you bind 
upon fixe and ferled, conftagt and parmanent? Or are they not rather flitting 
and fugitive, tranfient and temporary , affoon gone as came, almoft like a Aath of 
lightning ih the'aire, like a dive-dapper upon the water, likea poft chat paffech 


’ fwiftly by the door, or (ro {peak with the {cripture) like the morning dew that melt- 
` away y? Such were-Sauls refolvesz,and Balaams withes a. Ephraims goodneffe b, and 


? 


the ftony-grounds fruit. The feed ftarced up ftraight, and ftraightway alfo withe- 
red. Thatis, faith our Saviour, 1 man heares the word snd anon with joy he recerves 
it cy where by one affection of joy, ye are to underftand any other: even that of grief, 
if the nature of che difcourfe call for it, let comfortable matter be handled, in his 
hearing, he is wonderfully taken and ravithed there with (for he doubtsnor with 
Hamazbut himfelfis the man whom the king wil honour d.)Asif terrible or mornful 
his thoughts are futable: being affrighted,affected, enlarged, diftrefled difpofed as the 
matter requireth. O chis isa pafling fine cemper. of foul,and thus it fhould be'with 

. us 
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us all; when we come to heare * . But how long will this hold, think you, 
with the. Temporary ?: fo leng only as he is-in the church, er- not many hours 
atte. This motion towards heaven is too violent to be lafting with him. The 
good ground therefore is faid to be fuch, as brings forth fruit with patience e 
The word fignifies, with continuance or tarriance untill the fit time of fruit bear- 
ing: in oppofition, doubtleffe to that ( Straight way * ) of the ftony ground , 
whofe fruit was no fooner ripe chen rotten; much like the Plalmifts grafe upon 
the honfe top which withercth afore it groweth sp Ff. Lo fachare the good thoughts 
of ungodly men, they take them wings & are gone, they dye before they fee 
the light, an sntimly birth is better then they. , 
Sccondly, having thus lookt upon thy good thoughts in the caufes : fee Nxt, 
what effect chey work in thce. Doth the thought of Gods prefence and purity 
make thee tremble and fin not g ? of his mercy and patience, ¿ead the to repen- 
tance h ? of his power and All-fufficiencie worke thée to angven- walking , 
and integrity ¢ ? Dothy thoughts of heaven, weane thee from carth ? of the 
vanity of life, fit thee for death ? of the uncertainty. of ‘things temporall,. edge 
thy defires after thingscternall ? Davids holy meditations were dr.v@n all to this 
iflue. His thoughts of God and his Name made him terme his feet to Gods teffi- 
monies k. The lively remembrance of Gods benefits, made him rake the cap 
of falvation | Sc. Apprehenfions of mercy in God, wrought refolutions of o- 
bedience inhim w . 
God fervice, made him chide pan as of that diftemper, with, -why art thos 
So fad my foule n Bc. I thought, fait t, L would confeffe my tranferelGon 
fk ae Lord, and I did conteffe them o . fee m Mgraffons 
what upfhot will you driveitto ? will have refpeél, faith he 
Thus David and every Godly perfon: And thus it youc 
truly good by the canfes : and have improved them ( So good ) to fuch holy 


effects and purpofes, you may. fafely thence conclude your good eftate; and com- 
furtable condition. aa 


, t0 thy wayes p 


SECI. vit. 


= 3 m : G . 
Ufe 3. Exhortation. © Settle the foundneffe of yonr Santification, 
by the goodueffe of your thoughts ; motives thereunto, 


ay Hedy, this point ferves fur Exhortation : and fo it calles upon us all, to 
make our fanctification fare to our {elves by this infallible figne: ‘to approve 
our felver men truely fearing God by this character of a Chriftian, ‘this. thinking 
upon Gods Name. i ka . 
A fubject ( if youlook for motives ) for the excellengy of it ( firft ) wo-thy 
of your beft thoughts ; and fuch as will perfect and transforme you dayly into the 
Jame image of his, from glory to glory q : caufing you to: fhine- as the pearle, 
which being often beaten upon by the Sun-beames,becomes at length lightfome 
& radiant.as the Sun it felf By walking much in the hot Sun men gather blacknefle: 
but thete isa gliftering lufter fet upon their hearts and faces, that ( with AZo es) 
afcend up into the mount of God, and behold bis glory r : That take a turn 
Or twoevery day upon Mount Tabor, and contemplate his beauty and bright- 


` neff. Thefe get fuch an excellency of experimentall wifdome hereby , as 


‘makes their faces hine ¢ , and their lives Angelicall. 
_ Secondly for the fweetneffe and pleafure of it, who would not with himfclf 
an Anchoret pent upin the voluntary prifon-wales of Divine meditation? David 
met with marrow and fatnefie ; hony , and hony-comb, furpaffing delight and 
cordiall comfort in his heavenly exercife : For, in the mulritude of my perplexe 
thoughts within me, thy comforts refre my foule n . How precious are thy 
thoughts untome O God x &e. And Mofes after forty dayes converfe with God 
in the mount ( where he had been rapt and ravifhed in fpiritall the while ) was 
fo' little fatisfied therewithall, rhat he prefently after he came down againe, 
Fee maketh 


The confideration of his own prefént indifpofition ro do firft 


Iwill meditate on thy precepts :* and $ 


approve your thoughts $ 
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maketh new motion: Z befeech thee O Lord, foew me thy Glory 7 . Indeed 
this Divine medication isa very heaven upon earth, a beginning of that beatificall 
vifion, a hanfell of heavens happineife, an having of one foot already in. the 
porch of Paradife, a very forctaft of eternall life. It isnone other to the Saints 
thenasthe fiery Charret wasto Elias: for by it men are tranfposted from earth 
to heaven in their fpirits, to have their converfation above, and to be fo far ra- 
vithed fometimes in their thioking upon Gods Name, as that they know not 
thofe things that are before them * , minde not thofe perfons that are about 
them. But being in the body are carried, as it were, outof thebody = , and 
{o far loft in the ‘endlcfle maze of fpirituall ravifhments, that they could almoft 
with with Peter Rill to be there =, that they cannot well tell, with Paul, whether 
the} are in the flefo, or ont of the flea a: this only they can tell, that they fee un- 
{peakable excellencies 5 tait incomparable fweetneffes , in that good name of his, 
{fuch as no tongue of men or Angels ıs able to expreffe, 

Thirdly , aitis pleafanc, fo it is profitable , andthat £. to others: for medi- 
tation makes a full man, and fit for Chriftian conference ; which is nothing elfe bue 
the cloathing of our meatall conceptions, with fuitable expreffions * . 2. to our 
felves: and firft, for the avoyding of evill meditation upon God and ‘his name , 
awakencth the drowfy heart , weeds ‘out inward corruptions, prevents the intru- 
fion of trifling fancies, deceitfull dreams, vain hopes, carnall fears, foul and 
flefhly lufts, which cHe will mutter andiwarm ip'the beft heart like the flyes'of 
Egypt; Leaves the devillno room, for his-black , and blafphemous fuggeftions 


and injections : difeats the world that wily advertary, whichelfe will be ready _ 


to catch us up and defile our hearts with {pirstuall fornication ; if, Dinab-like, fhe 
finde them roving. And fecondly , for furtherance in good it is many wayes pro- 
fitable: for hereby we fhall get intimate acquaintance with God the fountain of 
goodnefle, grow up in gPace , and in the knowledge of owr Lord Jefus Chrift b, 
( which is the ground-work ofall truereligion, and is therefore bya {pecialty calle 
ed Theology *: )attain toa great meafure of {pirituall wifdome and holineffe a- 
bove our ancients :¢ treacherous enemies: provetall chriftians, expert chri- 


. ftians , full of all goodneffe, filed with all knowledge d ; not without a communica 


tion of Chrifts fecrets, even to have the minde of Chrift e hc. 

Laftly 5 isisalfo neceffary: both ingegard of God, and our felyes. For 
God firft , hecalls for it , requires a Thought-worfhip , a fervice of the fpirit : for 
why? himfelf , . 

Firft, is a fpirit f, and every one requires to be ferved like himfelf: 

Secondly , he gaveusthefe fpirits, endued us with reafonable foules, with 
thinking faculties, that we might return them upon him again, by thinking induftri- 
oufly upon his Name g. £ 

Thirdly , he upholds mans minde in its thoughts ‘nd workings , for in him we 
meve , withthe motions of the minde no leffe than of the body b. 

Fourthly , he will account with us for our thoughts, as his precious talents 3. 

Fiftly , he will rewatd us for the right managing of them , as he did David ks 
the prodigall /, and thefe good people in the text. l 

Secondly , in refpect of our felves this duty is neceflary: Thoughts are the 
principles of Action m, Cogitation is the fountain of all both communication and 
converfation ; caufing the current of both torun either muddy or clear according 
to its felf. For this isthe manner and method of it, asthe learned have well ob- 


ferved. Thoughts tickle and excite the affections, firt, which kindleupona _ 


thought, as tinder upon afpark. Thefe ftirr and carry the will, as winds do the 
fhip : The will, asa Queen, comimandeth all the inferiour powers to execute 
what the thoughts have fuggefted , the affections feconded , and her felf accepted: 
And is there not a juft neceffity then of well-imploying the thoughts? ` > 


SECT. 
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Directions. 1. For the matter of good meditations. 


Ur becanfe he that exhorts to a duty, and directs not how to do it, is 23 he that 

[muffs alamp , and powrs not in oyle to maintain it: let us Jay down certain 
Rules and dire@tions for 1. the Matter. 2. Manner. 3. Meafure. 4. Means of better 
performing this piece of Gods fervice , and part of our duty. Suet g 

For the Matter , firft, of our beft.choughrs, it; mutt be Gods holy Nanie 
( according to the text. ) Alittle word, but of large jextent., and ‘very. comprer 
henfive. For befides that itfignifies Gods {elf ( as is above faid ) it noteth ontalfq 
x. ail that is or can be known concerning God by the xcafanable czeatour *: fuch 
as arc his effentiall Attributes communitable‘and incopaaunicable ( Indeed they-are 
all incommunicable, to {peak properly and as the thing is, for they are ihfinitcly, 
otherwife in God then thy are in the creature , in whom they are only by fome 
{didl ce{:mblance and proportion ) Thefe are his Simpleaes, Iufinitenes, Life, Love, 
Wriidome, Power, Holinefle, Juftice, Goodneffe,. &c. All which are but 
one in God ( for whatfoever.is in God, is God ) they are diftingnifhed only for 
our better apprehenfion : the Lord {peaking tous of thefe,things as divers one from 
another, only in regard of our fhallow capacities. And this truth though wecan-, 
notfo weli comprehend , yet we are bound tobeleeve »: though we cannot fub-, 
cucit to our uaderftandings , yer we mutt f{trive to be fubdaed unto it. Hers then; 
think of God as one norto bethought of , as one whofe wifdome is his juftice 5. 
whofe juttice is his power , whofe power is his mercy, and all himfelf. Good. 
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without quality , great without quantity , everlafting-without time, prefent eve-. * We can fee 
ry where without place , contayning all things , and yet faftayn’d of nothing. And buthis back- 
here the well is deep, aad we wanta bucket 0, A wife ignorance therefore, in Pa/sand live: 
thefe high points , is better thena foolifh wifdome. Itis fufficient here that we. r 
2 of Gods Court, though we be not of his Conneel * . that we may’ 
But fecondly , Gods Name, as it notes out the properties of God , fo his Or-' live: 
Ginances alfo : 1 mean all thefe means whereby he is pleated to manifeft himfelf unto Bag. me 
me os < Haragihoee € 
the world. ape i. 
As1, his works: whether common to the world , as Creation and providence,’ q Rom.1.20°:' 
th? making and maintayning of all things: by both whichhe may be groped out py- ¥29ocarus. ` 
(as the Apoftle fpeaketh ) in the dark’, or rather, be i made vifible g, asthe fame’ peer J 
Apoftle faith clfewhere , to the dimmeft eye ; as the beamsof the Sun are by ree: ifs: nas ae 
ficction , or as letters refracted and broken ina pair of {peGtacles. And here in, School-meni ° 
contemplating thefe generall works of God,remember to taft the fweetneffe of Gad, fpeek;that is," 
w T creature , and to delight thy felf more in a fpirituall , then ina‘natarall ufe ee 
of the fame. . eee t ao omun 
Secondly , thofe works are Gods Name that are more proper and peculiar ‘to the ch ean 
Church ; fuch as.are Predeftination , Redemption , Juftification , San@ification it: Nomore 
&c. Precious blelfings,and never enoagh thought upon and admired; no though Gai fee 
l z 3 3 E z odin his 
we fhould think uponnothing elfe all the dayes of our lives, nay as long asthe effence : you 
daycs of heaven fhall laft,as that Martyr once faid. Thefe are the works of God:Ses: may fee bim, 
condly his word x and all other means of falvation , asthe Sacraments, Prayer,. in.his word,im 
difcipline &c. with whatfoever belongeth elfe to Chriftian religion, is comprifed: his works Sey 


under this Name of God. fa ie one Gok ne 
Her’sa large fieldthen of matter, you fee, wherein you may freely and fruit butes; — :* 


fully expatiate agree your thoughts with thele {weeteft varieties, and moft ne~. 744-9.18 


ceflary  pleafanePprofitable ; and excellent objects. And to them that think upon Meng 
thefe good things foall be mercy and truth fe gore pee 
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Sect. IX. l 


2. For the manner of doing this duty well, both Sor fubftance ana 
‘chrcnmftance, 


Be then fecondly fee as well to the manner as matter of your meditation. For 
A Jit isthe manner that makes or marrs every adtion of religion: and asa good 
garment may be marr’d in the making , fo may a good duty in the doing. The 

rules here to be obferved, if we would do this good work well, concerne 1. the 
circumftances 2. fubftance of this fervice. The circuimftances are time and place, 

EIRE Fortherime firt, theremuft bea taking heed left at any time thre be in us anevill 
tHeb3te beart of unbeleef to depart away from the living God t. But befides acontinuall care 
“of keeping alwayes a good confcience , and communion with God , and of rayfing 

up the heart by occafionall meditation > taken up from matters ever where cccure 

ring and offering themfelves to ourfenfes, that may minde us of God ( as the tpiri- 

&Nehs.2  tuall mans fire will ever be afpiring, Nekemiah a > for inftance, that men of eja- 
‘culations, and much acquaintance with God : ) But befides this, 1tey, there 

muft be a fet and folemn thinking upon Gods Name on fett purpofe; alithe pow. 

ers of the foul being concentricke , and drawn into one point , that we may attend 


eyCorg . Upon Godall the While, asnear as may be, without diftraction x. Ard theres ` 


eatgicoc. fore I fhould judge it fit, thar fome convenient portion of time fhould he redee- 


SWS. med from other occafions, and purpofely allotted and appointed, for the better 
and more thorough difcharge of this moft neceffary, but yet much neglected 
‘duty. 


Secondly, for the place where we meditate, let it be retired and fecret, fopehé 
preventing of diftraction, which eife will certainly grow upon us, by the fingular 
policy and malice of the devil: who taking all advantages of ourcarnality, and 

_ knowing how nearand familiar earthly things are to our fenfes, how remote and 
yProv.24.7 j fupernatura{l heavenly things y, he labours therefore (all he can) by oucward 
* Divide & objects to diftra& and divide * the faculties of the foul by uncomely motions, and 
tate Aer impertinent thoughts: fo to flacken the earneftneffe of our affections, and be- 
fafitminor: reaveus, if poflible, of the benefit of our beft meditations. Retire we therefore 
f into fome fecret place, whenfoever wee would meditate. Peter didit upon the 
xAdsr0.9 leads z, J/aac inthe fields 4, David inhis clofet b, Jacob upon the high-way 
hex 24 63: to Afefopotamia c, to whom therefore fo goad a day was followed with fo {weet 
eGen a night: For he faw the bleffed Angels climbing up and down that facred ladder, 

i at the top whereof is the Father, the whole length whereof is. che Son, the Spirit 

' firmly faftning all fuch thereunto as duely meditated, that they may bee tranfported 

unto bliffe eternal. . l 

Now in the next place, for the fubftance of this duty, letit be done in mannét 
and form following, : 

Firft cheerfully ; for God loves not to ftrain upon any, neither cares he for an 
dPfal37.4. iH-willing fervice. Delight thy felf in the Lord d, if he thall delight in that thou 
Virtus tolen- ` doft: letit be thy recreation to walk into Gods Garden, to mufe upon his word; 
tinm nnlla ef and works, to be thinking upon his Name. ` i 
Romi23  . Secondly, do it foberly e, not prying into Gods fecrets further then hee hath 
Soest in 7 revealed them : left ye lofe your felvesin the fearch, and be fwallowed up in:a maze, 
Qui krmathy _ or whirl-pool-of errours and herefies. . hos 
elare ap - Thirdly; do ic fpiritually, without framing’ any groffe ime of God in our 
primer rd - - mindes, or reprefenting him by the Gmilitude of any creature in our hearts ; for 
S heb r3, this is idolatry. Onely this may help our underftandings much: when we think 
Sadia datas of God, to conceive that God is ih Chrift ( that expreffe image of his Fathers per- 
xi xueaxrie fon f) and there we may finde firme footing for our fickle thoughts. He is that 
€Joh313 " Jadder-of afcenfion g , by which we may climb fafely up to God ; whileft we fix = 

ey 


_ eye of our minds upon his humane nature: in which she Godhead dweller bodily h, bColola9 


Te Rien an Ripa 


that is perfonally.. So then, like as when I fee the body of aman, there I know his 7uanxds. . 
foulis alfo: and therefore I {peak to his underftanding, when‘ and where I fee his pse Mayno 


- body, becaufe they are not fevered: fo viewing by the eye of my minde, that hu- ae 


$ piste l Qo DU- eyes Chrift- . . 
mane nature of Chrift, now gloriousin heaven ; ` I can there alfo look u pon the pteac man, and fo _ 
God, becaufe I know he is there perfonally united. n : worfhipwith-. 

ie oat ge oo Hi, OR eae” a ee: 
we conceive of the Man-Chrifts and then wosfhip that God-liead -that dwelleth in him, we do right: Nas befides : 
we attain to a point furcher, whichis to conceive of God in Chrift. Bifeld on x Pet.2. pag.sgo. VO OS pai 


Fourthly,do this divine work reverntly,taking heed that we defile not his Name i; iDent. 28:58 


. by our flubbering fervices: as thofe greafie priefts did in thè beginning of this pro- 


phecy k; whilesthey thought any thing good enough for God. Buc undertake we AMal,i.8 .: 
this duty with trembling hearts,and wel-compofed affections, coming into his dread- cn 
full prefence with the beft preparation we can gct: confidering chat he isa’ great 
king, and ftands upon his feniority, as he tells them there : yea his Name i dread- 
fak among the Heathen. ib. ee ane , 

Laftly, do it conftantly, never going off, nor giving over the holy matter ofour 
meditation ( whateverit be ) till weg have made fomewhat of it ; till ic bee form’d 
and feated in our hearts, tillit be well difgefted, and improved: for practife. Elfe 
what willit profit us to knock at the door of our hearts by fome good thoughts of 
God and his Name, if we ftay not an anfwer? Thes foal we know, if we follow en to 
kgow the Lord I, faith the Prophet. l THof.é.4 


Verfe ult: 


a 
Ps f : an * aga 
SECT. X. i h 
Direltions about the meafure of divine Meditation : where is heryd `| virei! 
how men offend 5. wayes in, thinking on earthly things, . J 
Hie the manner of our thinking upon Gods Name. The meafure follows; 
and that muft be modus fine sodo: For the generall, it muft be without mea- * Cum Cypri, 
fore *. In particolar, think we muft upon the things of God more plentifully, 7, modumefè ~ 
largely, affectionately, conftantly then of all other things in the world laid.toge- Paremmin pies 
ther. This is a duty of the firft Commandement, yea this is rhat ficft and -great Were maiin. j 
Commandement of the Law, Thon foalt love the Lord thy God with all thy keart, with Quocung, tem- 
all, Gc. . i , ; oe . . pore: non cokir:, 
Not, but that it is lawfullto think alfo of other heceffary bufineffes' in their due Myers Deine 2 
Place and feafon: but the offence is, when 1. We think of them primarily, and iud anfle. 
in the firft place :* Jetting them have the firft-truits of our thoughts ina morning; Cafarius mopity 
which indeed is due to God alone, and was paid himin kind by David: When I E3. |. 
awake, 1am fill withthe m, faithhe, And by Efay, With my foul have 1 def. O7 tents. 
red thee is the night, yea With my [pirit Within me will 1 feek thee early n. That’ cogitafti,cogita’ 
rule of our Saviour is general; and holds here, Seek ye firjt the kingdome of Ged o, teperdidife, 
&e. 2. Unfeafonably; at prohibited times, ason the Lords day p» andintheIn- Bernardis. | 
terim of divine duties any day * : for then to give way to earthly thoughts, is to ete ache $ 
commit dalliance with ftrangers before Gods face : yea to think of the beft things mus gamta” 
out of feafon, when the duty in hand calls for the whole heart, is Ginfall z. and in. Jpirare. ; 
that cafe we muft anfwer the tempter, as Høfbaš did Ahitephel, Thy connfell ss wor ni ae 
good at thi time q. 3. Too favourily, or with over-gnuch delight, or confidente- a Efiy ae 
inthe fame; being wedded and wedp’d unto them in our thoughts, and affections, o Maro.33 | | 
laying our whole waight upon them (as it were : ) as David did, when he had got- ` pEfay 8.13 
ten him upon his mount, and faid, He foould never be moved r; andas Job, when > Hot age.Gels 
Hourifhing and fwimming in all abundance of wealth and eafe, hee made no other 2 RA 
reckoning but so die in bis neft [d Sollicitoufly; diftruftully, anxioully, when fJob 29 18 | 
( Martha-like ) we trouble our heads about many things £, and turmoil our fi pitits, t Luké 10.4 
with fretting, vexing, carking, and corroding cares, : and thoughts of the things Tdk .. |. 
OF this life, contrary to that Evangelical Precept, Take sothenghd x, andagain, >> i 
re Tee3 * Ia 


-sa Tle Righteous mana Recompala 


aS a 


lip.4.6 In nothing be carefull x. 5. Needlefly, endlefly, and faperfuoufly-;: laying out 
eter far mare hongi upon thefe earthly things chen the matter amounts to.: Line wee 


1229 in carefull fufpence 7. The word. founds thus.much, Hang not like. Meteats, make 
a ohje ie Fi fpe lactis dikonrles in theair. It notes our the ċovetous :perfons 

sot, -endieffe framing of projects, and toffing of thoughts, this way, and that way,;and 
%1Cor 7.29 every way, forthe compaffing of his greedy defires, and worldy defignes: .:But 
Zacheus con- do not you fo, faith our Saviour: rather be paring off fuperfluities this way, and 


een contract your thoughts into as narrow a compafie'as may béa." It is eriough to 
ac. | g : 


flarunnt apui fe ‘ook at the world flightly , aloof off, and Out at ‘eyes end, asit wee: the main — 


il agendum  waight of our thoughts muft be laid upon God, and the advancing of his Name. 
feria ace vi- Tr i affirmed, to his fingular commendation, of a worthy Divine of Scorland,- eat 
thins, he did eate and drink, and fleep eternall life. niga vs 


pf Haste imitate , hatken Iaftly , to the means of 
iter: : _ Whom that you may expreffe , and imitate , harken tly, to the mean 
eines a thinking fruitfully upon Gods Name, Thefe are two. 1. Shun the hinderances, 
2. Ufe the helps to this duty. oa Ae alae Ls 
SECT, XL 

Directions te she means of fruitfull thinking on Gods holy Name : where ot 

. 4. hindrances to be avoided, and-7. helps to be-vfed. a Bare a 
He hinderances are 1. pride and conceitedneffe of a fufficiency in our felvesto 

#2 Cor.3.5 conceive of God, or think of any thing elfe that’s good, to good purpofe a. 


b Pfal.25.9> God imparts his fecrets to none fuch 4, but leaves them commonly to dote and 
buty their brains about queftions , or vain difputations that tend to nothing but 
£1 Tim.6.4,5 {trite and oftentation c. ; ers 
d Prov. 34.26 ans miles, He thas is hafty of pirit, well he may exals folly 4, faith Solomon; 
but he fhail not,liftup many holy thoughts; ( “ile give him that gift: ) For 
thefe requireaheart meek andatreft trom the contufed hurry of troublefome 
ons. ! 

penl Impenitency , a wilfull continuance in any known wickedneffe. For the pure 
eMat.s.9 in heart only feeGede ; fith there muk be fome proportion between the eye and 
the object: fo between our minds, and God the object of our minds. Of all the 
body , the eye only receiveth the light, andthat becanfe it is like the light : ` fo 
he that hath any found hope of feeing God ( one day as he is, in the mean time as 
Fttoh3.3 we may ) muft purify binsfelf as God is pure f. Butgs black can take no other dye: 
gaTim.36° {oan impenitent heart is uncapable of divine contemplation ge sa À 
i 4. Laftly , Earthly-mindednefic: this diftracts and divides the heart , and in- 
.. difpofeth it to thinking upon God and goodnefle b: Indecd it eatéth out the very 
pa heart of goodneffe , by eating all goodnefle out of the heart. Ft cauferh that a mian 
ib. cannot care for the things of the Lord, i. minde and affed the th ‘ngs above k, have 
RGolof.3.152 _ our converfation in heaven , attend upon the Lord without diftra@ion: for who 
| ¢an ferve two mafters &c? Remove the hinderances firft , rid thy heart of ehefé 

evill puefts. And this done, make ufe ofthe following helps. as 


. Fi ft, Accultome your felves to awake with God, and forget not to begin the’ - 


TLam,3.24 - day with thoughts of him and he mercyes renewed upon you every morning | every 
. moment. This.will fweerly {caton and {upply the foul, putting it into an happy 
imPf108.4,2,3 and heavenly temper for the whole day following: as itdid Davids m. ae 
el here , remember to clofe upyour heart, at your down-lying at night ; and; i 
nProv.3.21,  poffibly you can , to fall afleep.out of fome heavenly imcditation: fo fhall yout 
24,25 ` fleep be the more {weet » and fecure o, and your heart in better plight whenfoc-_ 
Gaia ver you awake, He thacthusraketh up his fire ore-night , fliall finde fire. in the 
rfeau, morning. . i eae 

drs artim oft Secondigikcen your hearts with, all cuftody the whole day thorowoiut. +.. Conn- 
regimen ani- tergard them continually from corruption within, trom infe@ion without + efpeci- 
Sao Gree ally that which is drawn from thofe th reé poifonons objects, nind w 
Prloha16 John, Tie luft of the fief , the luft of the ejes and tke pride bf Tife p: thar, ee 
, iti 7 . > 


— 


T he: Righnonis mas Retongente 


often darting up {ome good defire to God, whatfoever his employment, was. “An 


Our civil converfation alfo x in heaven t, faith Panl: we exercife eur, general call- 


ings in our particular , arid go about our earthly bufinelles wich heavenly, mindsg 
ufing common things asa ftirrop to mount us up to things of an higher ftraine , 
and exacting ( by a divine Alchymy ) heavenly meditations out of caithly objects 


Thirdly, examine your thoughts often , and let not an idle motion, Aying fan- 
cy, or finfull dream pafs without a fharp check > acenfure of the word. There is 
a fharp eyetobe fet, anda ftrit hand tobe held over a mans thoughts ifeverhe 
will have good of them ; they being fo infinite, nimble, flippery, and in fo fe- 
cret a place , free from the worlds cenfare. Call them: therefore often toado- 
mefticall Audit , cherifh the good, check the bad, lerthem havethe law if they 
be extravagants. Remember that an evill thought uncontrolled, may vex thee 
on thy death-bed, as little and as light‘4-miatter as many make thereof. 

Fourthly, get a found and clear judgment, able ro difcern of things thatgbeexcel- 
lent, and to prefer God and the things of God incomparably,before al} Pia 
whatfoever. - Make thofe thiñgé above you? tréafure Once, and then Ynt heart 
will be chiefly fet, and your thoughts will chiefly run on them z. Í 

Fiftly , greaten your love to God and.ġoodnefle : for {trong affeions make 
{trong impreffions, and caufe great thoughts of heart., A an, ca t-think 
much of ha he loves. Of bow 1 love thy 14d; ith Deoh (ona as dre of that 
love ) it is my meditation day and night x. But cfpecially , love ro be Gods fervants 
on the fabbath day y; \etthe entire concurrence of the whole man be his alone that 
day, as mughasmay be: fo fhall ye be the better abjeto think profitably of him; 
the whole week after. Qur infinite wecek-day wandrings, and wofiull trifling out 
our golden hours in idle and evill thoughts comes (much-what ) from, our rufe- 
mary and carnali Keeping of Gods holy-day. t<i ae E 

. Sixtly , exercife your {elves in thé word of Jife 3. fe Sif tp hesr ait rad Gods 
holy word. ` Search and ftudy the feriptures a: The ciwill. x. free theese fiom 
impure luks. Wherewithal Aut 4 young han (ote that isih the hear of fis paflions) 
cleanfe his way b, or rub off his filth ? ° { It is a metaphor from glatfe, which though 
rub’d never fo clean, will {oon gather duft again. ) Anfwer is made there > by ta- 
king heed thereto according to thy word. 2. Je wilt fill the head with good noti- 
ons of God , and his nature , his word > and his works &c. *, fothat no rome 
thall be left for worfe thoughts, which elfe will be ftirring. For the thoughts of a 
man are never idle , as yè know , ‘fave whéithe fleeps: northen many times ; „bur 
are like a mill that turns round aire while it hath water, and if ic want other 

rift, will grind and grate upon it elf. en Ostet. l 
: Laly, i to fett oft the pthc awork ) add hearty prayer to him that is both the 


Prater 


SECT: 


A 
o 


Te ea N een r eee woe, 


The godly 


even in che 
common bu- 
finefle of this 
life. Pe 
Quicquid tudes 
dicere, pudet et 
cogitare. Eft 
tutiffimum dy 
Perjedum ue 
affuefcat ani- 
mus follicita 
Semper dy per- 
vigili cuflodia 
difcernere coe, 
Sitationes fuas 
ad primum 

animi motum 
vel probare, 
vel reprobare 
quod cogitat + 
vel bonas cogis 
tationes alar, 
vel fiatim ma- 
las extinguat.. 
Hier : in Epifie 
ad Demetriad: 
mens non ceffat 
parere cogitati- 
enes:tu autem 
malas evelle, 
bonas excole. 
Chryfoft. 
Dumin cogitd- 
tione voluptas 
non reprimitur, 
etiam in affioa 
ne deminatur. 
u Mat.6,21. 
x PL139.97 
y Efay 56.6 a 
z Blay 58.13 
a Ioh.5.39 

b Pial, 119.9 
Ma. 

* Hieronymus 
de Nepot : vit. 
cum affida? 
leKione & me- 


‘ ditatione diu- 


turnd ,peclus 


fuum bibliotkes 


amumera funt 
une die: eas 


* quis colliget, , 


quis corriger è 


= 2. Thatthis Lord of Holts will ha 
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866 = The ‘Righteous mans Recompence. 
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Sect, xik 


l The Conclufions, 
5 LL” thie is the way > walk init: ‘Andas many as walle after this direction peace 
afoall be on shem and mercy, and upon the Mrael ef God f. For, Do they wot errà 
Faders shat devije evill? byt te them that think upos geod things foqll be mercy and truth g. 
basma Mercy andtruth be with you b. Amen. A 


et 


The _ 
Righteous mans ‘Recompenee: 
OR, 
$i GODS JEWELS MARKT AND MADE UP, 
FROM MENS MISUSAGES. 
The Text: MALACHI 3. 17. . 
And they fhallbe mine, faith the Lord of Hofts, inthat 


day when I make up my Jewels: And I will {pare them 
as a man fpareth his own fonne that ferveth him. 


: CHAP. 
: l The Text divided. 


wODS gracious acceptation of his peo learid their hol fervicés} 
A bath been hitherto detcribed s ad difcovered. Y Follows 
now his righteous remuneration, and Tich refpe&s to thei- 
Perfows, which ke highly prizeth; for They balbe mine, 
Saith the Lord of Hefts, in that day when I make np mp 


Jewels. 2. To theit Performances which he bountifully res 
Wardeth. And I will fp 


The former, without forcing points iis to th 


efe th fictions. 
1. ‘That God is the Lord of Hofts. sen pomtons 


ve his day to do good to his people: and 

tomake them up as his Jewels from the worlds mifufage® ce 

P 2 fires this people of his fhall be gtatioufly eed, and greatly Lonenred in 
at gayi NE oe er . 


SECT, 


: ) are them, as a man fpareth his own: 
Sonne that ferveth hiin. Then foal ye return and difcern Ses 


The Righteoks mans Recompence. Zg 7 7 


Secr D | l 


That God is Lord of Hofts. What thefe Hofts are, why called Hots: 
Whae it is to be Lord of Hofts.  — 


TCirft, God is the Lord of Hofts. . _ So he is frequently ftiled in the old Teftament, Doğ. 3: 
Lord of Sabaoth (which is all one) in the New ; though this more feldome, be- 5 
caufe the old Law was given in fear, the new in love, as Hugo will have it. 
Now touching this title here, and elfewhere given to God, let usfee, 1. What 
thefe Hofts, or Armies are, whereof he is Lord. 2. Why they are called his 
hofts. 3. What itis tobe Lord of thefe Hofts, and what honour accrues, and 
isalcribed ro God by this Attribute. In treating whereof, I muft intreat my Rea- 
der, che fame.thac the Oratour did His, (when he fpake of Socrates, and Lucis 
Crajfus ) that they fhould imagine fome greater matter chen here they finde writ- Ut majus 
ten: forafmuch as in {peaking of God we {peak nor what we ought, but what wee gens ua 
are able, as that Emperour hath well obferved in his Epiftle to Ambrofe. . fines fut 
fidpicarentur: 
Cic. 3. de Oratore. Loguimir de Deo non quantum debemics fed quantum pofursus. Gratin. Inperatr ve 


Firft chen,thefe Hofts whereof God is faid to be Lord Soveraigne are all creatures 
heaven, inearth, and underearth. 1. In heaven there are. t. Angels, which 
are caled, The Hof of heaven, 1 K img. 22.19. An heavenly Army, or the mal- 
tiude of the heavenly Hoff, Luke 2.13. the armies that are in heaven, following the 
Lord Chrift upon white horfes, &c. Rev. 19, 13- The Authour co the Hebrews 
callesthem tue heavens ( as fome conceive it ) Chap. 7.26, Not becaufe theywere — 
coworkers with Cod in the creation of che world, asthe Rabbins will have it: for Goodw. Child, 
thovgh Angelsare called Elohim, P/al. 8. 5. yetit was Jehovah Elohim onely that reece 
made ail things of nothing, Gen 2. 4, Efay 45. 24. Neither yet, becaufe they 
move the heavens, and governe the whole world, as the Jews ( after the Platonitts ) 
beleeved, and-thereapon fellinco the finne of Angel worthip, intruding into thofe . |. i 
things that chey had not feen, Celof. 2. 18. and curioully prying into thofe fecréts bird pal 
whereof there is neither proof, nor profit. Howhbeir, that they have; under Godya ex Hebrais 
main ftroke in ordering che courfe of narurall and civil affairs, it may be proved out aliqui exifti. 
of Ezekiel, Chap. 1. where the beatts are faid to ftir the wheels, as themfelves are mnt Le: tare 
ftirred by the Spirit- of God. And for the manner of their motion, every one of pai 
them is faid to have four faces, that is, they can look every way at once; arid CO opere creatine 
have calves feet round, that is, they are apt to go every way: and this withthe nis; Gc. Pas 
greateft facility that can be. reus in Gene 


ee a 2. ; , E G oe 
gra Platonicis imbuzi epinionibus Angelos celorum meteres tetinfque mundi gubernatores fe putabant, dyi. Pareng 
n Heb. 2. 5, 


_, Next below the Angelsin Gods hofts, are the Sunne, Moon, and Stars, 

thofe Caleftial bodies, 1 Cor. 15. 40 the glorious furniture of the vifible .. al. ee. a 
heavens called alfo, thé Hoft of heaven, Dext.4.19. AG 7.42. Zeph.r.5, a ae vol het 
Thefe fought in their conrfes againk Sijera; Gods enemy, fadg. 5.20, And SeKS 44 17. 
fo they do ftill by their light, heat®and influence : caufing ftormy, tempe- bidore Eicebat in eodem 

ous, and unfeafonable weather, to the annoyame of the Adverfary, loce aquam ignemg e fin 
as once of the Quades; and. Marcomans, upon the prayers of the rhan- mul de citlo caderec 
dering Legion (as they were. afterwards called ) in the dayes of Marcus oe ee 
Antoniniss the Phifefopher, Emperour. And asin the Battle between Ed- igyciar habia: fed 
ward thethird of England; and Philip of France (who being enraged gos non. fecus inflame 
With a formet defeat, marched with fury into the field ; elevated with a mabat, ac olenm, yc. 
falfe hope of triumphant viGtory ) there fell at the inftant futh a piercing dane i M, 
fhower of raini, as diffolved their ftrings, and made their bowes unufefull: eis 
Andar the'brëaking up of the fhowre, the Sunne fhoiie full in the face’ of Daniels Hift. of 
the French, dazeling their fight, &c. and on the backs of the Englith; + Eng. fol, 237. 

i 
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Atilnes nobis, 
qui aa.rant, 
rerulerunt, ex. 
torta fibi effe 
de manibus 
quxcung, jacu- 
dibantu, chn 
a Theodoft) pav- 
tidus inad- 
verfarios ve- 
hemen: ventus 


itall made for tiem. Hence the fuperititious Heathens, and fome degenerate Jews 
in ertmiss time worfhipped i ef heaven (as they called it) fet up the con- 
ftellations of heaven for gods. oppafition to which perty Gods, he is called 
Lord of Hofts, Ged of thele gods, maker and mafter of them all. And thefe 
are his heavenly hofts, his cavalry, his high-land forces - not to mention here 
the meteors (whether fiery,as thunder and lightning, or aiery, as winde and earth- 
quakes, or watery, as rain, hail &c. All which God is faid to keep by him żz his 
treat: jy and co bring them fore in tke diy .of battle . 


iret, qui dy forum tela in eorum corpora retorqueret. Aug: de civ, dei. lib.$. cap.26. Rupertus ventos nominat fcopas mundis 
qued Deus illis everrat, d7 expurget acris corruptionem. Job 38.23. ` : 


Rabbi Kimchi 
well obf-rv 
eth, thar God 
hath mignieh 
chels b, sad 
matteh chelorb 
his upper. ud 
lower troops, 
as his horfe 
and foor rea- 
dy prift, 
Merk 14.15 
Dose TERT- 
rG- zardy 
TOILA, 
Eurip. 
TELL T9- 
el yrs, dnie 
sey xalçit- 
AA 

X. nigh, 

Ejus conciliis 
militant etiam 
gue ejus cmci 
iris vepugnint. 
Greg - 

Agunt quod 
vuli Deus, fed 
non volunt 
quod val: 
Deus. Bern 
The Turks 


bear no wea- 


pons bur in, 
travel,then 


fome of them, 
feemlike a wal 


king armory, 
Blunts voy- 
age p. 79, 

D Willer on 
Rom, 


Secondly Gods armies in the earth are al terre/tiall bodies 1 Cor.15.40. both lifelefs 
and hving creatures) Allwhich continue and keep their ftation this dy according 
10 hize ordina nsc, faith David: for they are allehy fervants: Pfal. 119.91. and at 
thy beck and chech Ef:y 45.12. Plato was wont to fay, that the earth was a kinde 
ofliving creature, having {tones for bones, rivers for veines, trees for haire &e. 
ut Philo better fayth, that the world is after a fort, a great man, and a man little 
world. In the Gofpel man is called every creature. Go forth into all the world 
faith our Saviour, and preach the Gofpel to every creature, that is,to man the 
Model of the whole creation, the mafter-piece of Gods handy-work. A wife Phi- 
Jofopher could fay that man is the end of all things in a femicircle : that is, All 
things elfe were made for him, and he imfelf is made for God. . His fervant 
he is, and fworn fouldier, as Nebuchadnezzar is called and Cyrus: and Afbur, the 
rod in Lishand. For even the wicked alfo do the will of God, though unwittingly: 
partly befides, and partly againft their own wils. And in this fente, one nation 
may be Gods hoft to punith another , or to fheath their own {words 
in their own bowels, as Afrdian. But efpecially this holds true of the Church 
militant, which ts terrible as an army with banners, and every member thereof is 
a fpi:itval warriour, harneffed fike a travelling Turk, capapee, with chat heavenly 
Panophe £;h.6.13. refifting the devil, who fleeth from him, 7.24.7. Ibe 1f- 
raelices marching ovt of Egypt are called the Lords hofts Exod. 12.41 In rela- 


tion whereunto, fome have thought that God affumed to himfelfthis title ; becaute - 


the Arh, (that teftimony of his fpeciall prefence) marched in good aray, and all 
comly equipage, in the midft of the camp. Eutto {peak torwards. 
Thirdly, under the earth, befides thofe creaturesthat pafe :horough the pathes 


. of the fez, ‘Pfal.3,8. Whales and whirl-pooles, Dragons and Leviathans, that ferve 


to {wallow up Gods Jenafes, and afterwardsto fhip them to land again. The 


very Devils alfo are ac Gods command, and appointment : asis intimated (accor- - 


ding to fome)in that Angelical tr ifagtox Holy, holy,holy Lord God of hofts, that 
is fatl Goran, of Angelsmen, and devils. Trueitis, he is called Prince of the 
air © but that is by divine permiflion for a feafon. And God of this world : but no 
otherwile then Abfalcm was once called the king,viz. by ufurpation. Take him 
in his greateft power, what is the Devil elfe but Gods officer or exe- 
cutioner,to blinde the reprobate, and to teach others that belong to God, wot to blaf- 


inal 
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2 They are called hofts for their Extaxie,the comly and lovely order of them,keep. Rea. 2. 
ing their ftations, as it were in martial manner, and battel-ray. When cé the ‘Septu- gafi milites is 


agint commonly render this word ufed for Hofts by xssun@and Hierome, Ornatus; Pirie ad 
for order makes an army beautiful. . Shindler 


3- For their obedience which is no leffe admirable, then their order amiable, Pentag. 

No fauldier is fo obfequious, fo active, fo ready preft at the command of hisca- 4¢¢¢Pereat 
ptain, as all creatures are at the command of God: 60 well difciplined are they dep een: 
and trained to it, (not by rules ofart, but by inftin€ of nature , ‘Pfs, 119. 91.) namneniagn.tb. 
that ifhe fay but to any go, he goeth : if come, he cometh, if do this, he doeth it, Reaf. 3. 
Never was any Emperour fo obferved as he is even toanod or beck. Pfal 123.2. Math.8, 

Fiftly, therefore is he ftiled fomtimes Lord of Hofts, and other times Lord God 
of Hofts,to denote and fet forth his infinite and irrefiftible power, and that there 
is no ftanding before him (thus armed and appointed) if his wrath be kindled yea 
though never fo little - which isan anfwer tothe third quxre. Moc epitheto eee: ees 
ma tribuiter Deo potentia, faith a grave and learned interpreter, C hiefeft power and Bezain Rom, 
foveraign autherity is given and afcribed. co God by this attribute. For this. it ecauditi fant & 
is often ufed,and urged in the old Teftament; as in the new, the very Hebrew word domino muho 
Sabaoth is retained for more Emphafis, /am.5.4. The cryes of them that have rea- ? otentiore 
ped your fields, and yet received no wages,are entred intotheeares of che Lord rape f fils 
of fabaoth : that is, they are gracioufly heard bya Lord far more mighty then ipfius asics 
youare any, faith the fame interpreter. And in his larger Annotations, this faith eias expli- 
he, is added to thew his infinite forces, and matchlefle might. The like may eafi- candas. Beza 
ly be collected from Rev.4.8. compared with. Efay 6.3. Where the holy Ghoft Se 

ea fets 

rendereth Holy,holy,holy Lord God of hofts, by Holy, holy, holy Lord God Al- forth his ab- 
mighty, ravToxedrag, not dvrxgdrag ongly, fuch a one as hath not, the fole flute power 


. command alone, but the whole command of all the creatures. In heaven he hath *"4foveraign- 


good fervants ; in hell bad:in earth both. The other Apoftles call him Lord (it is Sea i 


Gorrans obfervation) Judas calls him not fo, but Rabbi ALat.26.22,25. bec wh i 
had fhaken.off the yoke of obedience, but: they that will not bend alt ee r is calted me 
he did, when fhortly after he became his own deathfman, after that he had deliye- 2€ OF onely 
red up his mafter, and ali by the dețerminate coynfel of God, the mighty firong pora i 
God, as he is ftiled Efay 9.6. the Al-fufficient God Gen.17.1. Aben Ezra renders it Sadan jt 
The conquerour : and the Lord Chrift is faid to go forth riding on his white horfe ATW eê 
conquering, and toconquer. Rev.6.2. The Septuagint render it Self-fufficient “Pare per- 
able to do all without help of any; how much more when having fuch hofts at com- ‘sn,’ quod 
mand. equila renders it ğaximos {trong: lufty; valiant, “Pagnine and Zunins, Ons- nit imprimis 
wipotent. Now, dicitur Omnipotens, quia omnium tenet poteftatens, faith Ifidore. And éurdexns | 
this David the King acknowledgethin all, ample manner (yea Nebuchadnezzar ixar@- 

the tyrant Dan:4.37.) Thine O Lord is the greatneffe, and the power, and the argent 
glory, and the viGory, and the majefty. For ali chat is in the heaven is = 
thine.: thine isthe kingdom, O Lord , and thou art. exalted as head above all &c: 
i Chron.29.1 1.12. i 


i Sicr, II. . 
The Pope will needs be Lord of Hofts 


X 7X 7 Hat meaneth then that man of fin, that mouth of blafphemy ( that is ; 
VV to {peak fo great things of himfelf Rev.13.5. = mf himfelf p 


Gorran in pheme : that is by afli&ting their bodies: and buffeting their confciences, to warn 
Rom.9.29.° them not to walk unchriftianly, to the fcandal of the weak; and the fcorne of the 
1Tim.1,20. wicked. 

expounded.” Thefe then are Gods hofts. Hofts they are oalled ( and -fo we defcend to the 
Resti ` fecond quare.) i i H nae. 

2 Cor.14.9. a. For the huge number, and mighty multitude, infinitely furpaffing thofe 

numerous armies of Xerxes, Tamerlane, the Ethiopians an Ajas time, that brought. 

"+ athoufand thoufand into the field, the biggeft army that i remember to have read 

of in holy Writ - but no way comparable unto the Lords hofts. who (befides all o- 

Dante." ther creatures innumerable attendant) bath thoufard rhoufands of Angels miniftring 


= unto him, and rez thonjand times ten thonfand ftanding before him, as waiting an er- 

`o rand, and that would be glad of anoffice. He bringeth them out by. number, 

_ and calleth. them all by their names Efay 40. 20. which no earthly Generall 
can do. ` Le E 


2, They 


much in mifchief Pfai.52. 1.to lift up himfelf above all that is called God > fit- Vie. i. 


tingin Gods temple, and fhewing himfelf thereasifhe were Lord of Hofts> For 
although he hath but fome angle, and not all the corners of the earth,though he is 
but a fox in a hole, yet his difcreetdottors fay of him, that he can do all that Chrift 
rats that Sard hath put all anes A pape under his feet ; the beaffs of the 
, that is men living on the earth, the fifhes in the fea, that isfouls.in pure 

the fouls of the aire, ae is the fouls of fH bleffed. i °, i ve ae 
Te fufficeth not Mofconins, toderive Pape ofPape the interjeGion of admiring, 

: becaufe 


2 Thef.2, 
Pfal 100. 
Frar. Zabar. 
Beller, lib, 
4.de.Pont. Bo. 
Ghia in omni- 
bus admirabi- 
tir ftupar mina 
i. 
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pcauithe Dasdidhe Gd, Gin e 
becaufethe Pope is the worlds wonderment: ( that beaft, he fhould have faid, 
Amiratio pe- y 


irabio ithe Revelation, that all che world wondered after Jand Pontifex, -becaufe he 
i eo makes mena bridg to bRffedneffe , but he will have him tobe K ing of Kings, 


` Antichriftia- and Lord of Lords, having the power of both {words throughout the world; 


nifmum. 


. ycacommand overall reafonable creatures. ` Boniface the 8. wroteto Philip K. 
habens in toto 


mundo utranye of Frasce, that he was Lord of ali, both temporals and {pirituals > in all coun- 
gladium yc, ‘ties, which is one of the divels titles. Math. 4- Ualladerius thames not to 
Dulia adoran- fay of Pope Pau! 5. that he was agod, lived familiarly with the Godhead , 
dus. . De mi- heard Predeftination it felf whifpering to him, had a place to fit in councel with 
ee the moft divine Trinitic. And another of the fame Popes parafites, dedicates a 
cap. re “" beokto him thus: To Pazéthe 5. Vice-God, the molt invincible Monarch of 
Ospapeeteu- the Chriftian common-wealth , the mott mighty defender of the Pontifician 


lus diaboliin omniporency. Our Lord God the Pope, faitha certaine Canonitt : And, to 
eodem funt pre-’ y 


aah vey year before Luther ftood up againft that Romifh Antichrift ; who weares a 

claus.pag.13¢. triple crowne, in token that he is Lord of heaven,where he may cinonize faints,of 

vide Pareum hell, where he may free foules out of purgatory, of earth where he faith, as once 

m Apoc: 13-3- chedivel did: All power is delivered unto me, and unto whemfoever I will, 

Orâclis vocis ES a : > ayena 

mundi modera- I giveite But how haps it then that he gives no more to many of his beft fer- 

ris habenas. vants? To inftance in tome of our own fugitives: Alin hada Cardinals hat, ‘bue 

e: merio inter with fo thin lining ( meanes to fupport his {tate ) chat he was commonly called 

ris diceris efe the ftarveling Cardinal. Stapleton was made profeffour of a petty univerfitie , 
rs g Ade p. petty unt 

Super Angelos {carce fo good as one of our free-fchooles -in England. Sanders was ftaryed. 

elenatier papa, Pill. Raynolds was nominated toa poore vicarage under value. On Harden his 

adeo ut eos ex- Holinefle beftow’d a prebend of Gant, eg to {peak more properly ( faith mine Aue 

communicare a : “ a á 

poffinait Joh. thour) a Gaunt prebend &c. But this by the by onely. 

23.in extra- bi 

vag . 

Luk. 4.6 i 

Dr, Featly his 

Tranfub, ex- 

ploded. 


+ MSECT. HL- 
Woto Rebels againft the Lord of Hoafts. 


Ue Or a fecond Uf. Is God the Lord of Hofts ? and doth. he with them whatlo- 
ore ever he will in heaven and earth ? ` Wo then to rebels and refractaryes, to trai- 
Job. 21. tours and tranfgreffours® fons of Belial, children. of difodedience, that fay to the 
King Apoftata, that break his bands, and fend meffages after him, faying, we wil 
not have this man to rule over ws : thgt refufe to be reclaimed, and ftick hot to 
oppofe with cfeft and bret, whatfoever ftands in the way of their fins. and lufts. 
Ged (faith the Plalmift) foal wound the head of his enemies. Butare there any 
fuch, may fome fay ? fo defperatly mad, as to bear armes.a‘gainft heaven? yes, 
faith the prophet, and ye fhall know who they are too. He foall wound the hairy 
fealpof fuch a one as goeth on in his trefpaffes. All thofe then that lye fucking at 

. the botches of carnall pleafures, grinding in the mill of worldly lufts, liftning 
~-cafariem in- the uggeftions of Satan the Lords profett adverfary, and principall Counter-fa&i- 
ronfam et capi- Onift, All that againft the rich offers of Gods free grace, the menaces of his 
ta alta ferentes, mouth, the ftrokes of his hand, chufe to go on ftill in their lewd and lawleffe 
xagnxouoS?- courfes, refufing to be reformed, hating to be healed, all thefe are to be reputed 
Lenka” Gods eneniess And although their fcalps be never fo hairy, their lockes never fo 
anmnutriebant. bulhy, their lookes never fo lofty’and haughty, fierce-and furious : thongh they 
adterrorem. have marrow in thcir bones, and milk in their breafts , though their natural moift- 
ure be no whit decayed , through age or unbealthine(le, with Mofes; much lefe 
: turned into the drought of fummer, with David, which might occafion :baldneffe 
+ ( asinelderly people ) but that being young and youthy, -yea ftrong and fappy, 
Cruentabit ca. they had haire by weight, as Ab/olom,. yea were rough allover with Z/as, which 
put inimicorum which makes them look grim and terrible with the Caldeans, thar pedple of fierce 
fuorum. Beza. countenance, yet that fhail little availe them > When God fhall take-chem in 
; shand Hee’le crack their crownes, heele cleave their: feuls , -heele wound 


Pfal.68,21. 


through thehairy fcalpes of all fach, as obftinating themfelves in an evill coùrfe , 
i will 


thee is given al? power in beavenand earth, faid the Councel of Lateran, the | 
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will needs on in their-trefpafits ,° wharfever: it ftand: them in.» In, the. doing.of ` 

which fearfull.execution upon. hisienemics,, the Lord of hpfts will not much trou~ 

ble himfejt neither: Forhe needs no more. but arife., and his, enemies. (hall be 

fcattered : ycaall that hate -him (hall flee, before him, asic is,in this:fame Pilale, 

uer. t, He-needs not arme himfelf, as, David, againtt this giant-like generation, 

with-weapons offenfive-or defenfive: for with. his bare. hand-only he-can beat the 

prondeft of them, yea make a puny-boy anda very baby.ofhim. © Me “theo 
Chop haft (mitten. all thine enemies faith David, apop, the cheekbone ; thon haf- poy 

broken the tecth.of the sngodly. As it he fhould haye faid, Thofe. that think them- 39 

felves tall'fellowes,, and.dare challenge the very. devill toa drell ( as Caligula: Rida 

ence did his 7upiter ) areas children in thy great hands , and fare accordingly, 

For thou boxeft them about the ears, clappeft them on the cheeks, with the pale. 

of thy hands, buffeteft them about the lips with thy clatch-fift, till they {pic blood 

again , and be made to look their teeth in their throats > thon haft brokew the teeth 

of the ungodly. Butifyct they will noe yeeld, but wreftle with thee, with she 

froward thon wilt wre(fle Pfal. 18. 26. Thou wilt be as froward as they for the 

heartsof them. If chey will needs try a fall with thee , thon wilt fell them, and A&.9.4 

quell them, thou wilt lay them atthy feet, (as the Lord Chrift did Saud, and Johitss - 

the fouldiers that came to {u:prize him ) yea thon wilt Smite them in the hinder-parts 

€ where we ufe to whip unruly boyes Jand/o. put them to a. Perpetuall reproach. 

Pfal. 78. 66. But what necd the Lord ( as 1 was faying ) be atall this pains with 

himfelf , or once fo muchas foul his fingers with them, who hath foch. mighty 

armies , and fo many. Hofts afoot to chaftife his rebels? fo that if he do buronce 

wag his little finger , of ftamp with his foot only upon the ground (as.that Roman Pomp ee 

vainly vaunted ) he can prefently command and call for legions of Angels to. fubdue tH es se lg 

Senacherib , millions of ftarrs to fight againft Sifera , vollyes of thunder and light. Pub. Mime, 

ning to blaft and burn up the Philiftins , cart-loads of mafly hailftones 

kings of Canaan. Thefe are Gods hofts in heaven. 

fufficient forces here beneath, both by fea and land. ‘There he ha 

dragons to devour his enemies : hese F 

them ( Phyfitians reckon 2000. deverall forts, 200. whereof belong to the eye ) 

that lye in wait for the precious life: let him but fay with Fehn, Wha ss om my-fider 

whe? andall beafts, fouls, and creeping things innumerable will ftraight looke ons t 


ES 


to beat his dogs with; a weapon to wound his rebels with, If He fet ag 
world-full of wicked doers, the water wiil take his part: If again Sodom 


ti 


till he had beaten ` ai Sr 
the very breath, out ofhis body with ftroke after ftroke > and fo made good with bus devoratus 


An. Dom.969, 
Serve the unjuft to the day of punifoment: And, Inthe thing wherein they deal proud. Xt ait Wiltteros 
: cye to follow ifai l 
them, aguard to look to them , anda goaler to bring ehem forth > vabenfoever: 4 k 


. D, 3 
he hall call for them. In cafe they fhould make efcape (as they -cannot ) he hath Aled Chron. 


armies upon (cares "i 
‘em, yea armies within them, tobring them back to execution. Fora wicked ee a 
perfon 1s not fafe from his awn tongue to peach him, from‘his own hands to dif-, la 
patch him , from his own phantafy to diquier him, from ‘his own 
aftighe him , from his own friends to betray him, Gom his awn beafts'to gore Mice venit. 
him; from his own fireto burh him , from his own honfe to brain him. Thus pof uleg * 
itiswith him, whilesat home: asif he look abroad, to every creature he meets grendo, lecaffes . 
he may fay as Ahab once faid to the Prophet » Haft thew fonnd me O mine enemy > tenebre. Tan- 
For as every good fouldier will fight for his Generali; and asa Noble-mans ler- on 7OROIDCOS s 
vante will {oon draw , -if their Lord be -fet upon; {othercis nota creature in all mea 
the world , that is nor ready preft to fight Godsbattles , and revenge his quarrdl ` 
Vv 


vy Bpón 


—-. 
7 


— cE : gos oe = 
E52 Fhe Righteous mansRecompence. - 


Gas gg upon anungodly perfon. What Cais fometimes Taid he hath good caufé to take 
up and fecofid ;- Every thing that findeth me fhall flay me. Brimftone is flrawed 
upon the honfe of the wicked , faith 70b, fo that if the fire of Gods wrath do but light- 
Job 95 ly touch upon ir, they are. fuddenly confumed: they walk all day long upon a 
Ecclefs.13 mine of Gunpowder , citherby force or {tratageme-they are fure co be furprifed, 
Neceffe eft ut Had Zimri peace that flew: his maftei ?: Hath ever any waxed fierce againft God 
ian aad profpered ? Oh that ‘thefe- graceleffe men would once learn to. meddle with. 
nofi a mäti their march, and ( according to the’ wifé-mans counfell ) beware -of contending 
ginta babet le-,. with one that ts mightier then they , this:Lord of Hofts, Imean, the Lord mighty 
gnes Phavo-' $y battle, Pfal 24. 8 this-7027 of warr as Mofes calls him whofe name is Pebovab 
rm: de Adia- (abagch-: before whole dreadfull pretence’, and unrefiftible puiffance they are no 


mp: apud : 
Spiele more able to ftand, then isa glaffe-bortle before a cannon-fhot. 


job 13.15 


SECT.. IIL 


Tremble before this mighty Lord of Hofts: 


Ufe 3. To he the Lord of Hofts with whom we have to deal? be we all hence 
A exhorted and cxciced to the practife of divers duties. m 

_ And firk to tremble before this migbty God; who having fo many millicns at 

.. hisbeck and obedience, can with as mucheafe, and in as'little time undo us as'bid 

-  itbe done. .So Cafar once threatened Merellus inabravado; but fo, God only 

.. and eafily can do indeed to fichas fet agdinfthim, Ifthe breath of God blow men 

`. to deftru@ion.sob 4. 9. for-we arc but duft-heaps: if he can frown us to death 

with the ‘rebuke of his counterance ; Pfal. 80. 16. what is the. waight of his 

Jam axe. thand ( that mighty handas umes calls it.) wherewith he {pans the heavens., and 

May 40.22 weigheth the earthin-abiliance? He.fits upon the circle of the: casth, and.the 

inuhabicants arc as gralhoppers : he fhakesthem outofit, at pl:afure; as it were 

by a canvafs „: or as.out of -ones:‘lap, do much theaHebrew word imports Job 38. 

Jer10.6,7 13. Who would not therefore fear thee'O. King of Nutioas?. for tothee-doth st apper= 

Mat 22.21 tain; forafmuch as thowart great, and.thy Name is great in might. ,Give unto: 

Tà Kaloesos Cefar the things that are Ga/4rs , faith Chrift, andunto God the things that are 

ee TER.. Gods. ‘Where it is.remarkable that the Article inthe Originall is twice repeated 

Oca. >? when he'fpeaks of God,more then when he fpeaks of Cefar , to thew, faith aDi-’ 

“| wine, that our {peciall carce fhould bé to give God his guet Now fhall we fiar to 

Prov.ig 12 break the penail lawes ofa King, becanfe his wrath is as the roating ofalion, and. 

Prov-14,44; > asthe meflengers of death , fo that whofo provoketh him to anger, finneth againft 

Prov.202 +1, his own foulè .And fhial we not fearthis King of Nations, who-hath Armies of, 

~% u * ereatutes:‘to do us to deaths: and after that; legions of devils to torment us in hell? 

J" “fhall weéfcar fire, water’, lions, leopards; bulls: bears, and. other common 

=. , fouldiers. yeathe. wrath of a fool , becalife ic is heavier then the fand of the {ca 

: Prov. 27, 3,.4. And.fhall we not tear the great Emperour ofall thefe,- that hath 


panic ine them allat his beck and :obcifanec ? Thefe may kill us, but they cannot hurtus , 


cuiGadar:, ashe once toldthe:tyrant'? deftroy they may the body, but neither keep the 
J %-22.f1. good foul &eom heaveuy. rier the body froma glorious refurrection.. Bue God can 
Mat. tes28%:.'. doall this y'yeamore.theù chis: and-fhail we not fear his heavy difpleafure ? - EG 
F. hilip.g:ule, ; pecially fiace according to bifear , fo is bis wrath, Pfal, 90. 11. That is( accor- 
O o aa ding todome) as . any one doth more of lels fear Gods ‘indignation , io- the fame: 
‘ato. degree’ and meafure fhill:he feel it : as he rremblesatit , he fhall taft:af it. Oras 
7 =) others... and perhapsbetter .) Leta man ftand in never fo great awe of thy wrath, 
C ihi yec his.fearfhall aot prove proportionall, or ever be able.to match it : -he fhail ng- 
-e 44+, ver Ear thed {o much as thy wrath amounts to, let hind fear his utm:it. For there, 
vota o. isa fire kindled in his‘anger , and it burnsunto the loweft hell Dezt.. 32:.32. Now: 

tS" i Bellarmine is of opinion that one glimps of hell, were enough toimake a man not 


vat 


eft rule that can be. 1 conclude with the Apoftle , Wherefore let us have grace 5 
whereby we. may ferve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God 1s. 
a confuming fire Heb. 12.28, 29. . SECT. 


only turn-Chriftian and fober , but Anchorite and Monke, .to live after- the ftricts - 
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SECT, V; 
Truf in his power for fulfilling his promifes: 


Econdly, is He the Lord of Hofts ? This fhould teac 
S his power, for the fulfilling of his promifes ; For a (hou aa ca God 
isnot as Man that he fhould lie ; he payes not what he hath es 
is faid to do, with fair words. Secondly, hee isnot off and o 
fay and unfay, heis Jehovah thas changeth net. 

aes he is the ran of Hofts, and cannot be refi 
courfe. ature may be, and was, when the fire burnt ? ; os 
the Lions devoured not, &c. Men may be withftood perigee iniit a 
the potent Prince of Perfia was, Dniel 10.20. And as 7 Ifa was, who debo A h e 
brought five hundred thoufand men into the field, yet was he encountred and oer: i i 
matcht by an Army of a thoufand thoufand and upward, fo chat he was fain to flee , 
tothe o/d Rock, for refuge. Devils may want of their will, though never fo many, Efay 26 
as that Legion in the Gofpel, and though never fo well united, as they chere wees sane 
for though many, yet they fay, 44y name, not Our name, they fpeak and aĝ as Squama Levi- 
One in that poffeffion. But God doth whatfoever he will.in heaven and earth; with- “4” ita cohe- 


out controll or contradiction. Tents ut quafi 


In the creatures, (faith One ) there is an effence, and a faculty digas re PEA 


work ; as in fire, the fubftance, and the quality of heat: $ ! i 
: > » : i : : between thefe God cataphraglus. 
‘under, and fo hinder their working, as in the Babylonifh fire, Dax. 3. In ie Luther. 

A geis there isan Effenee, and an executive power. God comts Between thef D. Prefton. 


-. . . e 
itea, and hinders them from doing what they would. Bue now its otherwife in 


God: he is moft fimple, and entire, without mixture or i i 
Almightineffe is his Effence, and his whole Effence is AG Gee 
mighty in refpet of fome part, or faculty, as the creature is, but all in God is 
mihty. He is not dependent upon another for new fupplies, as the creature, whofe 
power will ceafe and determine, if not renewed and confirmed by God er 32 
15, 19. He is El-foaddai, abfolutely felf-fufficient, not needing any fublidiary 
p M thongh he aaa ne to make ufe of the creatures af 
i3 tolts, to tame his enemies, and performe his word to his people: id cini 
viċina ? faith Philo. What’s more bafe then a lowfe >? yet all foe a Teig 
before this poor creature, but was forced to acknowledge it the finger of God. ‘Parts defie 
Jany Pharaoh oppofe to him, he can foon fubdue the ftrongeft Rebell b ee 
weakeft inftrument. Asif any Gideon build and bind upon his promife by lell huncefe. di i 
he fhali become ftrong, Heb. 11.34. Deo confici nunquam confufs. He that beleeveth tum Dei Phi, 
fhall not be afhamed, heneed no more but ftand and fee the falvation of the Lord 
The Lord fhall fight for you, faith Mofes to \frael, namely by his red-fea, that Exod.r4.r4 

fhall cover your enemies, (as it did ours in 88.> but ye fhall hold your eace ma 
Commit your wages therefore unto the Lord, truft alfo in him, ard hee Ball bain it PAal37:5 
to paffe. Stand not upon thefe and thèfe dangers, and difficulties that ftand inch 
wav. Found your faith faft upon the infallible promifes of God All-fafficient « 
put them alfo in fuit by faithfull and fervent prayer , and then though yon fee 
not how, or which way fuch a mercy fhould be attained, or deliverance com affed; : 
yet give glory to Gods power with Abrahaim, Rom. 4. 18. and buy the beld ir l 
Gods bidding with Jeremy, Chap. 32. 17--27. though the ca tivity were then ae 
foretold unavoydable. What talke wee of any thing impoffible, or insprobabl 
tothe Lord of Hofts? This is to /insit the Helf One of Ifrael wich there Reb I i me 
thatasked, Can the Lord providea table for usin the wilderneffe ? or with th z 
Infidell Lord of Samaria: Behold, if the Lord thould make windowes in kearen ; = 
might this thing be? Can the Lord > and, Might thisbe ? Why? what a quefti- | f 
onsthat? ile can give bread from heaven, and drink out of a‘rock: He eae ome 
mand the ravens to feed Elias, and the moft hurcfull creaturés tobe ufefull to i 
as poyfonin Phyfick. Hecandomore then ever he will, as he could have refcued 
his Sonne Chrift by a legion of Angels, Afar. 26. 2 3- Some things God can do, 
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promifed, as Sirtorins Plutarch, 


n with us, he doth not 
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fted, or interrupted in his i 
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but will nor, AZ2¢.3.9. Some things he neither will, nor can ; as he cannot lie, die, 
deny himfelf, break his promife, &c. But whatfoever God willeth, that without 
impediment he effecteth, Efay 46. 10. For who hath refifted his will 2 And yet 
I know not how, ’tis naturall and ufuall with us in an exigence, to queftion Gods 
power one while, ( 1f chou canft do any thing, help us ) his will another while, 
( Mafter, if thou wile thou canft make me clean ) and to tie him fo to the means, 
that if they fail, he cannot help. When che bottle was fpent, Hagar falls a cry- 
ing as utterly undone. Whence fhall we have bread to feed fo many thoufands ? 


. Whence fhould I have flefh to give unto all this people? fhall the flocks be all fain, 


and all che fith of the Sea gathered together for them to fuffice them, faid Mofes? 
But whd@Mfaid the Lord roit ? Is the Lords hand waxed fhort ? thou fhalt fee now 
whether my word thall come to paffe untothee, or not. Gods word ishis deed, 
his promife fure-hold : never any yet mifcarried that could produce and plead it: 
fith he wants neither power nor willto makeit good. Peter had a good will to de- 
liver Chrift opt of the Jews hands, but wanted power. Pilate had power enough 
"to doit, but wanted will. God wants neither, but will put forth both for the fafe- 
ty and falvation of his faithful people. Hence boly Job, having- fpoken of Gods 
power fpeaketh ofhis thoughts, (as Ca/vix obfervech) to tell us that his power 
and willare things infeparable, hisminde and hand agree together, the one to 
determine, che other to execute. 7ob.42.2. Allhis fhall have whatfoever heart can 


with, or their condition require, 2 5.7. 22.2.3. even marvellous loving kindnefs _ 


from God ina trong city above allthatcan be uttered: The prophet is tain to ex- 
preffe himfelf above it, by an exclamation Pful.31.19,20,21. The Lord of Hofts is 
for them,the God of /arod is their refuge.We hath entred into a covenant with them 
both defenfive and offenfive , fo that all his is cheirs,as /ehofaphat that told his con- 
federate King’ of Ifrael. 1 King.22.4. 


Sect. VI. 
Stoopto his power, and [ubmit to his Soveraignty. 


Te is he the Lord of Hofts ? what then fhould we rather and fooner 
do then ftoop to his power, and fubmit to his foveraignty ? And fith we muft 
be either his fervants, or his flaves, his fubjects or his foot-ftool, chufe the for- 
mer condition’, that we may efcape the latter? for certain it is, he will fetch us 
in by one Purfivantor another (and he hath enow ready) if we make not haft 
with Shimei, t&'come down, and meet the Lord with intreaties of peace, that he 
may embrace us, and take us in to his.princely favour. Do not ask me here, (as 
Pharaoh once did Mofes) whois the Lord that I foould ferve him ? Gods Attributes 
are of twokinds, which either fhew what heis? or whohe is? co the queltion 
of Maofes what he is ; God gave a fhort anfwer: Z am. Tothe fecond of Pharaoh, 
who he is, he made a large reply by his armies of lice, flies, hail, locufts &c. Till 
Pharaoh was compelled to anfwer for him, The Lord es righteous, but I and my peo- 
ple are wicked, This wasa faire confeflion; but extorted: for he was no fooner off 
the rack, but he bit it in again, and became more hard and hardy, as water grows 
more cold after aheat, And fuch, for all the world, was the forced and fained 
obedience of thofe Mfraelitesim the wilderneffe while God flew them (by fiery fer- 
pents, and others his warriors) then they fought him, yea they returned, and en- 
quired after God$as ifthey would have done the deed. Nevertheleffe they flatte- 


Plal.72.34.36 sed him with their mouthes, and lied unto him with their lips. Somuft not we do, 


Rom.6.17. ` 


ifever we mean to do well : but throwing away our weapons, lay our felves low be- 
fore his foot-{tool, unfainedly fubmitting to the feepter of his kingdom, obeying 
from the heart that form of do@rine whereunto we have been delivered. For,what 
a fhame is it for us not to do that homage to God, that all other creatures fo gladly 
pay & perform2what a monftrous thing that man amid{t al Gods handy-works that 
revere the Almighty, and readily do his will, that he] fay, fhould prove.a great 
Hereroclite, an open rebel, a profeft adverfary to God his foveraign Lord,his aom 
i ' an 
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and dignity ? Oh fend a lamb (in token of-homage and fealty ) zo the raler of the 

world Vow and pray to the Lord your God bring prefentsunto Fear, that. is 

tohim that ought tobe feared. And for as much as with your ten thoufand you 

are not able to encounter this great King, thar comes again{t you with twenty 

thoufand times twenty thouiand ; fend an embaflage quickly of prayers and tears 

whiles he is yet on the way, and defire conditions of peace. Luk. 14. 32. You Trent propa, ne 
know how Jacob difarmed that rough man Efas that came againithim with goo. remore . 

cutthroats athisheels - how «4bigail appealed that enraged man David, that pie eg 

had defperately vowed the death of fo many innocents: how the Syrians prevailed Tacit biftib.2 
wich that non-fuch 44.4, for the life of their Lord Besbidid. Having heard that Mittamus — 

the kings of Ifrael were merciful men, they pve fackcloth upon their loines and P”**#@ la- 

ropes upon their heads, and in this form of humble fuppliants they came to the pra n 

King, and faid, Thyfervant Benadad faith, I pray thee let me live. “And a likead- Laa 4, 
dreffe we read of in our own hiftories of the old Brittones tov£tins che Roman TheBritihh 
Governour, and of the Culice-men to one of our Edwards; Oh let their practife Embaffedours 
be our pattern. We have heard abundantly that there is a matchleffe mercy in God ee ao 
for all penitent perfons, above chatever was found inthe beft king of Ifrael: with fand on f 
this mercy we have a promife of, if we fubmit tothe condition, in tbe the father- their heads, 
lefe findeth mercy Ho;-14 3.) Sohad not-the Syrians : their beft encouragement y, the time of 
was a general hear fay. This condition is no more then what every man will yeeld oe 
to bereafonable , wx. that we lay down the bucklers firft + that we come before Daniels kifi. ` 
bim in lowlieft manner, with afhes on our heads (fo they ofold Jas unworthy robe % Eng. The 
above ground , with fack-cloth on our loyns, as unworthy the courfeft cloa- Callice men 
thing, with ropes about our heads, as deferving to be deftroyed : yet bum- bare headed? 
bly begging that we may livein his fighe with xac], yea that we may ferve barefooted” 
in his prefence with AZofes, and dwellin his houfe with “David all the dayes of in their firs 
our lives, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to-enquire in his temple. with halters 
This is all chat God requires,and this was that one thing that David beg’d fo dearly- ne ie i 

at Gods hands Pfal.27.4. and accordingly obtained it. Hence he fo confidently lib.p.2 40. . 
calls his foul to reft amidfta multitude of moleftationsand incumbrances. Hear P/l.27- 

him elfe, Pfal.3. Iwill not be afraid of ten thoufands of people that have fet them- 

Selves againft me roundabout. I laid me down and flept, I awaked &c. He never - 

brake his fleep for Abfalom and allhis forces, then up in arms againft ‘him. For 

why ? falvation, faith he, is of the Lord, bis bleffing is upon his people. (Ver. 5 6 8.) 

whereof I am one, and fhall therefore be in fafety. Behold I have bleffed him and U 
he fhail be blefled, faid Z/zac of Iacob : faith the God of Jacob, of all thofe that reft 

confidently upon his power for their prefervation, that hope tothe end for the 

grace thatis to be brought unto them, at the revelation of Jefus Chrift. a Per.1.¥ 

At deftruttion and famine thos fhalt laugh, faith Eliphax,, neither fhalt thou be 3 

fraid of the beafts of the earth. For thou (helt be in league with the ftones of the feld; 


andthe beafts of the field {hall be at peace withthee. Iob.5.22,23. 


SECT, VIL 
Set his power awork, by prayer. The power of prayer. 


Aftly, is God Lord of Hofts ? how fhould this confideration quicken and call X 

us up to a conftant inftancy in prayer to that God, who is able to do for us above Eph.3.2r. 
that we are able to askor think, that we having all fufficiency alwayes in all good .2,°°° . 
things, may abound unto every good work through Chrift chat ftrengthneth us. ba édelis : 
Many and glorious things are fpoken of the power of prayer in the book of God. oa a 
Indeed there is a kinde of Ommipstency atcribed unto it,and not without caufe. For Latber. =. > 
certainly whatfoever God can do, prayer can do : fith prayer fets God awork, God £? quadam , 
fets his power awork,and Gods power fers the creature awork (asat Peers "enlarge aaa 
Ment)and then what wonder the thing come on an end, though never fo difficult. Ba The 
For fhal any thing be coo hard for God? or fhal not God avenge hisIpraying people /.4-caP. 2 
that cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he Luk.18,6. 
will avenge them fpeedily. 4/x and Jebofsphat prayed down their enemies,fo did the 
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- . ‘J . SO aaa 
ewrs in Ejthers time, the Saints in the acts, the thundering legion. - The death rcht and fcorcht : the very i - = 
Aas & Arris, was precationis opus non morbs, He was brought to confufion by an and all în a mier, yi te of liebe and trees being now decayd and dryed 
Sorar, dib 1. the prayers of Alexander the good Bifhop of Conftantinople. ` Luther had ob- comes too late,and that b r fë BA But faithfull and fervent Prayer nevtr' iome 
‘<p. 15 tained of God, that whiltt he lived the enemie fhould not plunder his countrey + ewok a hee sie A od never comestoolate. Prayer isa great won-* Sepis eele 
when Lam gone {did he, let thofe pray that can. So, when the ftates of Germa- match it. aven and cath. No good thing can match it, nor evill over- 
Ads & ‘Mon, : i igi i ° ; 
my were once aficmbled to confult about points of Religion thea in controverfy The flo . ; 4 
he chough thirty miles diftant,at the sey houle whercin it was concluded, that the in peace i 7 oe wre the old world > tillp rayiog Metbufelab was laid up : 
reformation fhouldbe eftablifhed, came leaping out of his clofet (where he had been for. It is not ii the oa es eal *odom,till praying Let was Provided : 
tugging with God by prayer ) with Vicimus, Vicimus in his mouth, we have over = yefter-nights prayer dod had o $ i ne hand tohurt facos , becaufe, upon his 2ésfimene , 2 
, -< come, we have overcome. Nox difputationibus fed rogationibus,{aith Bodine. Che caufe Iucob had wreftled dh Ca dai hich Nor could Efan touch him’, be- fallé, Deum 
ee eae bufines of religion is more difpatcht by prayers then difputes,yca or then by force of ` bleffing of deliverance , and a puard of night, and would not away withouta tes. Termit ` ; 
aab ifto armes. A great Queen isrcported to have faid, that the more feared the fafting & the people , for Mo es will ae a ioe i es plague cannot faften upon Preces funt : 
prayers ot Joba Knox and his difciples, then an army of thirty thoufand men. he held up his hands on the hill Í If ; nor Amalec prevail in the vale, becanfe bombarda dy 
Leoline Prince of Wales, when by fome about himhe wasmoved to make war have decreed it fo , he firft takı ever the enemy fhall do good ort, and Ged imPrumenta | 
upon oft third Hexry ; [am moreatraid, f:id he, of his prayers and almes, then prayers would asit uae a aE the filencing of his prophets, whofe papel A 
„Alius infaniat ot his preparations andarmics. ‘The lke we read of accr ain Duke of Saxonys not{mite. ler. 7. 16 A bai faith P3 palfy into his hands , that he could Ligatum ha- 
ur:bellum in- ` thar having raifed forces to fight agaiult the Bifhop of Magdeburg, and under- prayer for them pace h pray no th he for this people, neither lift up cry , nor Sent Sandi 
fer ei gui (landing by bis Intelligencers, that the Bi de no kinde of Warli ri eid che make interceffion to me , for I will not h zerp. Deumut non * 
conuditfedewn Banding by bis Inrelligencers, that che Bifhop made no kinde of Warlike provi- Lord fhould have faid thus: Had there been any + ear. Asifthe panjar nifi pe 
defenforem ka- fion, bur faid chat is would wholly commit his caufe to God, who would not i prayer would have doneit. But | full any good to be done ‘in this cafe , miferi inf T 
bitaram. Buc- . faile to fight for him. God bleff me (aid the Duke, from waging war with him Samuel ( thole men of - fy a 7: ybent: and thercfore though Adofesand Bern in Cant, 
bole. Index what crufts in God for defence and deliverance. Numa (a Heathen ) repofed fo ward this people: I i oe ) Bey ctore me, yet my minde could not-be to- ferm.zo, 
| ; Chran. much confidence in his gods, that when he heard the enemies were at hand, he lofe their prayers? No ae eter. 15. 1. whatthen? fhall Gods ferval 
as ee om laughed and taid , 4: Ego rem divinam facio, Buti am about the fervice of the own fouls a thall ha oe ey fhall have of my hand , they fhall deliver their | 
| Ber medi. de- gods; and fo long I canot butbein fatety. Faced wrelticd with God by prayer, God will yeeld ee s eed saa h wn lives for a prey, Something there is that 
votiicaps. and had the better of bim. Of Letker it is faid, that Fe could have what he perfon Mat. 2 pray p en, when heis moft bitterly bent againft a people or Carwr, in loe, 
a world of God. St. Dernard in his meditations giving diverfe rules of ftri&- onas never kabae pcs po rein ( after he had foretold fuch an aflliQi- oT sy, 
neffe, purity of heart, -hhusnilicie and holincile: Er cum talis fueris, faith he, not in the winter, for that vill b E like ) pray faith he, that your flight be 
` memento mei, when thou art thus fitted for pra; er, thou mailt have any thing, pray grievous. Whereupon alered eR i pain kea fabbath , for that willbe | 
; E fe : : ee 4 zi Us. reun j i reg this hote, e 
; , for me. ran ne ne e us cd ome O peuran in aliquid permittit precibus. Something God will Saaai a seis feveri 
Seat Ef arily, Poeni ; à rei arai Goils infit power Darell fae ve r aa R9 nys Admirable isthat, and for the prefent pupo toler’ 
emet t; Elpeciaily, 1 ; Cw na appetite, that Polanss reports of i : Mott apt : 
~ relicfe, and plead it,he cannotfay us nay. nO Berne in Swiferlan de by on Whereot wie, earthquake in the territories of , 
- It was a notable and an imitable piece of policy in the ancient church, Pfal. lently over other. mountains.” ? rtain high mountain -carried yio- 
80. to found her prayers upon Gods Power. Stir np thy firength, and come and had ninety families in it pie, A Relea ae ae whole townfhip, that i 
fave us, Vrfe 2..And in fuing for her liberty, to preffe God with this prevayling family with his wife and children were He aera » wherein the mafter of the 3 
argument, Dhowart the Lord of lofts: yea by waving her wings often, to gather God. _ This fell out no longer ago then in the eg Te calling carneftly upon’, ahd f 
, that winde under them, that might mount and beare her upto the prefence of the- dus Polanus a famous Divin e, who lived not z a 594. andis related by Aman- Pilih. Syritag.” can 
| Almighty with more facility and efficacy, growing every time in fervency by m les diftant ftom the place where the thing fell lige fince at Bafil, not many Theolog tore ae 
her threefold iteration and repetition; of the {elf fame petition in prayer. Tarne who feeth not, as ina mirrour, them i out. In which notable example Jibs, capar. | 
Cumin collo- zs agine O God, faith fhe ( ver. 3.) and canfe thy face to fhine, and we fhall be er, ftanding , ( Aaron-like) with hi arvelous force and efficacy of faithfull pray- dé terremonu 
quium defen- fiyed, This wasa good prayer, but fomwhat flag: therefore fhe ftirres up her and verifying that of Gar ae ee? betwixt the living and the dead, 7i/tuut ef Po- 
Bee. fle againe, and takes better hold of God, by this title in my text : Tarne us doubt not, ye foall fay unto thi: r: Verily I fay unto you, if ye have faith and oe 
pale againe O God of hofts, aud carfe thy face to foine, and we foall be faved 3 Ver. ye remove : yea be thon ROO ets i > Remove hence to Jonder places and it fall roe 
plenussripli- Here tne is fomwhat thriven in her devotion. Before *twas O God onely, with- things whatfoever ye hall ales caft Rar the fea » and it fall be done ? And All 3 
cme 4 our any further attribution. Now tis O God of hofts, Thou that kaft all power Saviour! what could have flle (ea a eleeving ; ye foall receive? Oh bleifed 
aed te Gen, in thinc hands, do itforus. Tur laftly, asif chat were too little, fhe trebbles her ry of thy tree grace and our a a mouth of thine more for the lo- 5p 
mnd iyve forces {as -lb-abam did for Sodom) and by anew addition, Turne us again, faith dayly fuites, that God would gement to ply the throne of grace with “PUNIS 
Tantus fulmi- fhe, O Lord God of bfls, caufe thy face to fhine, and we foall be faved. And his power towards us that bae i, fce the exceeding greatneffe of i 
nnr aE having thus daid,fhe refts fatisfied ; fo clufing up her prayers, as not doubting in power. Th®re is in the Originall a fixfold. = to the working of his might 
š ea at fa shir! Gods due time, 7, a gratious anfwer. The effettnall aba prayer of rie ae arétoo weak to utter it, a gra ation, and all too little, Wor ds 
Seipfoinbecillt- man, faith St. Jemes, availeth much, oris greatly powerfull. And this he ex- . i 
or Buco emeifies in Elias; a man (faith the Apoftle) as other men are, and therefore ; 
wore! a bad originall fin in him, mixing with his prayers. And a paffionat man too, /ubject SECT. VIII 
. ereostubet7e. he 3 D S : > e ë 
x mevewsyew tolike paffions as other menare : for we read how ona time, when he fate ; 
| E cignationém ` 'd'ér rhe Janiper: he would have died in a paffion: and yct he prayed, arid prayed ` = B . : , . 
habet cum vr that it diate notraine ; and at his raver. it rained moe on ae earth by thefpace’ oom tried K sa oe bis power : where divenfe objeétions 
Doran Kae, cf three yeares and fix moneths. And he prayed againe, and the heaven gave »_ weak Chriftians are anfwered, 
abtende: = : ` ` eats x A . as F : 
aa raine, and the earth gave her fruits, not without a miracle of Gods mercy. For Tneular 
ua raine in an Scalise courfe had come too late to a land that had faine fo long hath a setae coon to the Lord of Holts, to confider that God. Uk 
ue parcht 2.to provide for them. pared , an army ever in readinelle 1. toprefervethem, C 9 
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For their prefervation , firt, Our God is able to deliver us, either fromthe . 


fire , orinit: this was the fupport of thofe three brave Worthiesin Daniel, and 
may be ours , that lean on the Lord and the power of his might. 


Shall the Phi- 


liftins rely upon their Goliath , Papifts an their he-faints and fhe-faints, Turks on 
their Mahomet , Heathens on their Tutelaries , and not we encourage our felves 
in the Lord our God as David? not cheer up our hearts in this man of warr, 
whofe namc is the Lordof Hofts, the Lord mighty in battle? Oh fay withthe 


Micah.4.5. 
Deur.32.31 
Rom.8 31 
Ob, 

Sol. 


church in Micah , «4H people will walk, every one, in the name of bu God, and 

_ we Will walkin the name of the Lord osr God for ever and ever. For their rock is 
not as our Rock, our enemics themfelves being Judges. Contemno minutos iftos 
Deos , wodefovem propitium habeam , faid that Hvathen, 1f God be for us, what ~ 
need.we fear what man or devill can do untous ? 


Oh but mine enemies are many, and mighty. 
- Yea but thy champion is the Lord of hofts , with whom it’s nothing to fave whe- 


ther with many or withno power. 1 his ftaid up A/a’s heart againft a thouland thou- 
2 Chron.14 22 fand enemics. 


Ob. 
Sol. 


Nudatam ni- 
mirum enfem 
fuum nunguum 
depofurtsfed ine 
de ufq; ab Ade 
lajfu eum in 
E:clefia fue 
dofenf. dc. 
Buchole. 
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Rex ferarum 
Jfidor.lib 10. 
€.2.08 TAKOI 


Pial. 10.910 


Pfal.78.14 
Plaviam efca- 
tilem petram 
aquatilem. 
Tertull, 

Vix unquam 
majqr fuit glo- 
ria illius popu- 
li in terra Ca- 
naan quàm in 


But they are fierce and furious. 

What ofthat? Iknow whom I have trufted, faith Paul, and Iam fure that 
heisableco kecpthat I have committed to him againft that day 2 Tim. 1. 12. I 
have béen delivered out of the mouth of the lion ; And the Lord thall deliver me 
trom all evill &c. 2 Tim. 4. 17, 18. Did not the Lord appear to }o/buah witha 
naked {word in his hand, as captain of the Hoft ? Did nor the Angels fight for 
Hezekiah, anienviron Lzecbat Alsbanaim , Elifba in the mount &c? and hath 
not the Lord charged them {till io pitch their tents roundabout the righteous. 
They appear not unto us, (it’strue )now as of old, becaufe the church now 
needs not fuch confirmations , and Chrift being afcended, and the fpirit plentie 
fully beftowed , God would that our converfation fhould be in heaven, and not 
that the Angls fhould converfe fo vifibly with us on carth. But they ftill pitty 
our humane frailty, and fecretly {uggeft both counfell, and comfort: they alfo 
keep us from perils and dangers of body and foul, who clfe could not fubfift, no 
not an hour. $ 
* Next for provifion of neceffarics, God hath taken and bound over the beft of 
the creatures to purvey for his people , and to bring them in maintenance, the 
heaven, theearth. thecorne, the wine, the oyle, the beft of the beft is for them, 
Hof, 2. 20, 21. The Lions faith the Pfalmift (and the Lion is the king of beafts ) 
or, the rich among the people ( as the Septuagint have it ) fhail hunger and ftarve, 
tho%e that will be fure to haveit , ifitbe to behad : wicked rich men not only 
rob but ravith the poor , when they have gotten them into their nets , that is, their 

dbrs , bonds, mortgages , as Chry/offom expoundsit. Hence they are called 
men-caters , Cannibals P/al. 14, 4. Loe thefe Cormorants, thefe yong Lions, 
Shall lack and fuffer tanger , but thofe that feek the Lord fhall want nothing that is 
zood. He will rain down bread from heaven , and fet the Hint-ftone abroach , 
and turn the wilderneffe into a Paradife , before his people thall pine and perith. 
Never was Prince fo {erved in his greatett pomp , as the rebellious Ifraelites in the 
defert, How good fhail we finde him then to thofe that pleafe him? Elsas is fed 
one while by an Angell, another while by a Raven. Buc if both fhould have fai- 
led him , as the brook Cherith did,‘ yet he that cook away his meat, could have 
taken away his ftomack, ashe did alfo , for 40. dayes together in the mount of 
God. Ina word, the Lord of hofts hath a thoufand means ready afid at hand to 


deferto. Buchel. provide for his people: his ftrength and wifdome ever buficth and beftirreth it felf 


2 Pet 2.9 
phil.4.12.13 
1 King.22. 
Heb.rt. 
Ad. 7. 


for their comfort. The Lord ( faith Peter who had tried it ) knowes how to pre- 
ferve his own , and to deliver the godly out of temptation. And I can doall 
through Chrift that ftrengtheneth me , faith Pas? , whether itbe to be full or to 
be hungry , toabound ortobeabated. A beleever walks about the world like a 

` Conguerour, as Afichaiah did after he had feenthe Lord on his throne, with all 
the hoft of heaven about him: So Mofes after he had by faith feen him that is in- 
vifible: and Stevenafter he had feen the fon of man on the right hand of God, 
Angels, authorities and powers being made {ubject unto him. 1 Pet. 3. 22, 


-Andasin temporall fo in fpirituall regards alfo , this holds true for the foul. 


an 


„hearts, when the Apoftles were abroad preaching the Gofpel. 
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and inward max of the heart, much diftreffed man 
places Ephe.6.12. They have the upper ground of 
rid 7 pipi oe of a air, ae thee pene buffet and batte 
arts (focalled for the dolour and diftemper they work j lik i 
and the likeft hell of any thing) with ehe haik dhor beter Shee 
Bue a {uccours us by the fupplies of his fpirit, and by the vifible minili 1 of his Tlaceds By i 
angels, as he did our Saviour in his agony , and after his great tem Beon His = Saad. 
grace is fufficient for us, his ftrength made perfeé in dur weakneflc i an 
head is broke, his work diffolved; his trench {i 


out of the field, by the Captain of our falvarion 


879 
y times by wicked fpirits in high 
us (which is no {mall advantage) Ev mis toru- 


r us with their fiery exvéers abone 


, the author and finifher of our faith, De Xerxis em- 


and driven out the dragor and his engia. PALT 
e Lamb: yea, the faints do’ over- 19.2 Cor.12 9 
faith in Chrift they over- Luke 22.31 
and. É 

And although Sa- Lao veva ney. 


fai ; ome them, Rezel. 
yet this is but fpoken according to humane conceit, ` and i Phen ne) 


fecutions. But thanks beto God, who maketh us 
t f al 
Chrift, 2 Cor. 2.14. The gates of hell fhal! not preva 
power and policy of hell combined: for in the gates 
time of peace ; and at the gates was planted the beft 
Impoftours fhould deceive, if it were poffible, 
of a n of heaven ) but that cannot be. 
Object not here, that Satan with a full i bj 
a A A | mouth ( as a fell Lion Jroarsupon you, 94]. 
Itisa Spanith Proverb, The Lion is not fo fierce as bests pai ri 
7 $ A int. d: -= . 
eth eda x ak gerry ees i wl he may fhake bis chain at ate i an pees fidiis 
in us: well he may nibbleat the heel, but he ca i tanquam Zeo 
head. He thar is born of God keepeth himfèlf, and that wicked ‘oe Gaal puur, 
ans me A is EEA faith Cajetan, with a deadly touch. Befides, Chrift Chih nab 
isa Lion allo, even the Lion of the Tribe.of Judah ( the victorious Tri | dii m 
out-roar Satan, and eafily over-mafter him. As ‘se thee da harbi Joy ie z Tes futjen 
his feer for mercy, affure thy felf he will never trample on the yeelding pre TN a Thets.r0 
Oh but Satan is not onely a Lion, but a dragon: hee not onely fae bu fpets ee 
poyfon, yea fpews out of his mouth floods of venemous and violent eons. Drea ahi 
yehe isa great red dragon, colour’d and died red, as it were, with the blood of ee À he- 
ouls he hath {wallowed ; and befides he hath feven heads to plot, and ten horns to ** 3 Seali- 
nt me ne the pit of perdition, Rev. 12. 3. : p 
rue all this: but Mi-ca-el ? i ‘Chri : 
de rienetac i oT who is as the ftrong God ? Chrift, our onely Mi- Quia animal 
T » and great, and terrible fword, punifhed Leviathan, that ‘venenarum gy 
oe : piercing detail en oe the dragon thut ss in the fea Efay 27.1 Under mini inffi”. 
r jill tread him fhorely, as he hath done already under his own. tri Ke 
phing over him on the croffe, with Death, whi re’s thy fing i E "vitlo. Cemi diao 


vy: Tobe brief: The Lamb with his two horns Cras 
y i > W can do more, then the dra i 5 
his ten, Stronger is he that is in you, then he that is in the world. Chrift ie ine rohan 


ftron i i 
ere man, that cafts out the {trong man armed out of his caftle, and fpoils his 
Oh, but he hath fo ftrongly entrenched himfelf ir 
| am 
ye a frame of evil choughts, that he will hardly 
~ He weapons of our warfare are not carnali, but mighty th 
oe down of ftrong-holds ( or trenches ) cafting dow OAE A aa oe 
ne aie rae it a spaan the knowledge of God, and-bringing into captivity, 
hought to the obedience of Chrift, 2 Cor. 10 Chrifts Minift i 
called his white herfes, whereon he rides about the we ne Se ids oe 
ed h ‘world i 
w And although for their perfons, they be mean and PAETE E is 
po es miniftery isthat power of God to falvation, which the Devil cannot Rom.1.16 
and before. | Our Saviour faw Satan falling as lightning from the heaven of mens Luk.1o 
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Rom.5.1.3 
S7MapOTH peel 
1 Per.3.21 
1 Joh.3.20 


zariy O. 
Rev.12. 


Yea, what 
apology,or 
clearing of 


your felves. 
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crucified, faith St. Pax/, unto the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to the Gentiles foo- 
lithneffe. But unto them that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chrift the power of 
God, and the wifdome of God, 1 Cor.1.22;23. And a verfe or two before. It pleafed - 
God by the foolifhnefs of preaching, to fave them that beleeve, Me 
As unlikely a means in the worlds eye, to do fuch a feat,as the blowing of rams 
horns, to over-turn the walls of Jericho. But what matter isit, how unlikely 
the means are, if inthe hands of Omnipotency ? An Ox-goad in the hand of a 


` Shamgar, an Affe-bone in the hand ofa Sampfon may do much: fohere. The De- 


vil muft needs down, if God once fend forth his’ Pawis, to open mens eyes, to 
turn them from darkneffe to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they 


“may receive forgiveneffe of fins, and inheritance among them that are fan@tified by 


faith thacis in Chrift. 


Oh, but the Devil tells me, I fhall never inherit, for I am not fanGtified by © 


faith. 

Settle that firft (be fure ) by found and infallible evidences: See that thy faith 
and other graces be of the right (tamp, effcctuall faith, laborious love, patient 
hope, &c. 1 7hef.t. 3. and then finga Aeguiens to thy felt, as Lather once did 
(after a grievous conflid ) the Pfaim De profundis, in contemptum Diaboli, in de- 


fiance to the Devil. Onely be adviled, not to pore over-much upon thy fandtifi- ` 


cation, which in the beit is unperfect, but to take comfort of thy Juftification, 
which is compleat, and, abfolute. In confident confideration whereof, St. Paul 
triumphantly cries out; Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods chofen? 
fo long as it is God that juftifieth ? Or, as Auftin reads it, ` Shall God that jufti- 
fies us? Whois hethat condenineth ? Do Angels ? No; they rejoyce in our con= 
verfion, and call us their fellow-fervants. But who then? Do che infenfible or 
unreafonable creatures? They, incheir kind ‘are in covenant with us, Hof. 2. 18. 
and in earneft expectation groan, nay travell together with us, waiting ( and, as it 
were lying bed-ridden the while ) for our full manifeftation, e@en the redemption 
of our bodies, Rom. 8. 19,&c. But whois itthen? Do our own hearts condemn 
us ? No neither, ifnot bemifted, and abufed by Satan: for being juftified by faith, 
we have fo farre peace with God, that we glory in tribulation by the confident in- 
tergatory of a good confcience toward God. But fay our own hearts do wrong- 
fully accufe us,yet God ss greater then our hearts, as well for good as for evil; to do 
‘us right, notwithftanding a mifgiving, or mifguided heart of our own. But fay 
then : who is he chat condemneth us? Is it the Devil and his wicked imps? Let 
them dotheir worlt. Heisindeed rhe accafer of the brethren: but Chrift our Ad- 
vocate is ever ready tonon-fuit and caft out all his accufations. The Spirit alfo isin 
dire@t and full oppofition to this Accufer, called medxant®, the Comforter, or 
Pleader for us, pleading our evidences to our fpirits, and helping us upon true re- 
pentance, co make apology for our felves, 2 Cor. 7-11. fuch as God admits of and 
accepts. Asforchatold Serpent ( the Accufer of the brethren ) he is caft down 
already, and all his limbs fhall bee caft after him ere long, into the burning lake. 
Inthe mean while, what cares the prifoner ac the barre, though the gaoler and his 
fcllow-prifoners paffe fentence of death upon him in the gaole, fo long as the 

udge acquits him from the bench. And as little need any fervant of the Lord of 


Holts tand upon the cenfurs of earth, and helly fo long as God thinks well of him, ` 


and all the Hofts of God combine for his comfort. 

Oh, but.I have hofts within me, that do me all the defpite and difpleafure. The 
flefh lutteth againft the fpirit, and other-whiles gets the better of it. Befides, there 
be bands of flethly lufts, which like armed fouldiers, lie billected in my bofome, and 
ever and anon fight againft my foul. 

Yet bee of good comfort, the fpiric alfo fufteth againft the flefh, fo that thou 
canft not do what thou ( naturally ) wouldeit, thy new nature will not fuffer thee: 
as Paul would have gonetoa certain place, buc the Spirit forbade him, As for thy 
lufts ( be they never fo lordly ) God can eafily cut the combes, nay the throats of 
them, and let out their lite-blood. My Father is ftronger then all, and None can 
take you out of his hands. The weak brother fhall beholden up (amidfta world 
of feandals without, and ftaggerings within ) for God s& able to make him ftand. 
He can preferve a fire alive upon the face of the Ocean; a fpark of the Las 

ami 
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amidft. aworld of wickedneffe within. He can caufe weak and worthleffe grafhop- 
epers to become agreat nation Ioel 1.6. a mighty people chap.2.2. a huge DI 
Hecan make the houfe. of Ifrael pollute the idols, which they had once 
with incenfe, and to fay-to their familiar devils, get thee hence. He can {top or ftrike 
back the courfe of the Sun, though it rejoyce as a ftrong man to run his race. Nà- 
turally and freely it giveth light, but hecan turn it into darkneffe and blood. The 


mountains of themfelyes are ponderous and prefling, t. 
skip’ like lambs. a a. 


a the ra of our dull and undutiful hearts. God ca 
nimble them,drawing us by his free fpirit,fo as we fhafl run after him: 

"of it felfis a heavy fubftance, and unapt for motion, but being alled wine es 
will {carce*bidein a place. So we being filled with the holy Ghoft fhall. finde our 
feet as hinds feet upon-the everlafting mountains : no longer fhackled by corru tion, 
but at ee good liberty toran the wayes of Gods commandments a 

„Its moft fure weare not ftrained at all in God. but in « 

He is both able and ready both to cover and cure our fins and ficknefies pale 
dayes of his fieth, he offered himfelf to his patients, and was found of them th o 
{ought him not. He heal’d'them alio of difeafes hereditary, and fuch as all 
Phyfitiansin the eountrey might have caft their caps at. Now hehath loft es 
thing by heaven, you may be fure, neither of his will nor skill to do the fame cues 
upon mens fouls, as ohce'he did upon their bodies : nay he cured their bodies onel 
inreference to their fouls, and ftill hangs out his table of cures, to draw eile 


7.36182 L ae 
et 2 shag thus we have fearched , and fo it is, Hear st and know ir for thy 


® CHAP. II. | 


TE The Lord will finde a fit timeto make up his jewels from the 
worlds mifufages. : 


perfumed Pial.19.5. 


n quickly oy! them and 


` Pfil.ri9; 


And they foall be mine faith the Lord of Hofts, in that day 
ae when I make up my Jewels 


Od is the Lord of hofts. This is a sain hath been hi | sina 
P Gra *Followesnow a fecond Obkervation, en hitherto proved,and im pro- 


This Lord of Hofts will not fail to i : iia Dott. Confr 
` from the worlds mifufages. = . ‘ r oe APES making Hy of hie Iewe, Deo te vl 
There is a day here F 0 effe fuam 


r pecified in the text, a fet and folemn day. i ime, “pPortunitatern 
a certain feafon, wherein God wiltmake himfelf glorious, a x rei Sal neal 
them that beleevein that day. So {peaks the Apoftie of that iniredin all lec 


y I beleev Pi not principally intimated, and maint j 3d pracipnà cum 
a a onely here intended, Some mens fins are open afore band pane PE 
eförerp judgement, and foine men they follow after. Likewife alfo rhe ead Shindl pentags 
nd, and they that are otherwife, ino be = there 
» tliat we may acknowledge a providence: 2 Thef. 2.2, 
But a day there will be, as fure 2 Pet-3.12. 
mine) wherein God will reke gong TS 


.I19. 119. And albeit he delay 
is no quit- 
tance 


army ib. Efay. 30. 22. 
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tance to the bad, nor deniance'to the better fort. God firft- writes chings'down in: 
his- book of remembrance, and. then afterwardsexecutes them, which: requires fome: ° 
time beeween. But atime he will finde, and'that muft needs- be fo, for tliefe rea~ 
fons, fome refpecting God, and fome the faints themfelves: but both forts groun- 
ded upon the text, and there-hence borrowed: soe, 


e 


SECT. 1, 
Reafon 1, From Gods providence, 


Fo God, firft, therebe many things.in Him, that may. well infer che pointin 
proof, as his providence, power, Faithfulnefle, Goodneffe, and Juftice. 

Firft his good providence, which like a well-drawn picture eyeth each one in 
the room. Neither ishe abare fpectatour onely, but aschief Agent, he wafely 
ordereth all the worlds diforders to the good of hischildren. He faveth, that is, he 
preferveth all men, but efpecially thofe that beleeve, faith the Apoftle, beis cu- 
rious and full ofbufineffe, faith the Heathen, my father worketh hitherunto, and I 
alfo work, faith our Saviour. And this is meant by thofe feven eyes of the Lord 
Zech.4.10. Thatrun to and fro thorow the whole earth, caufing that none fhall 
have caufe to defpife the day of fmall things, (Gods jewels are {itele in bulk, great in 
worth) for as {mallas they are they fhall fee the plummet in the hand of Ze- 
rubb bl with, or by thofe feven. And the eyes of the Lord, faith another Pro- 
phet, run to and fro thorew the earth, to behold the evil and the good, and not 
fo only, but to fhew himfelf ftrong in the behalf of them, whofe heart is perfect to- 
ward him, and to give them an expectedend. And this reafopeis fecretly couched 
in that claufe ofour text. There was abook of remembrance wrih before him: Eft 
autem hic liber providentia , (faith Polanus) thisisthe book of Gods providence, 
wherein asall our members are written, which in continuance of time were fafhioned, 
(had heleft out an eye in his common-place book thou hadft wanted it) fo are 
all our fervices, that they may be recompenfed, yea and all our fufferings too that 
they may be remedied and revenged, when the time of refrefhing fhail come from 
the prefence of the Lord. Thos tellef my wandrings, faith David, put then my tears 
into thy bottle, are they not in thy book? And there-hence he rightly concludes the 
point in hand,ver. 9. Then {hall mine enemies turn back sn the day that Icall : this I 
kzow that God will be for me, or that God will be mine asthe fame phrafe is rende- 
red in this text. - : 


e 


Secr. II. 


Reafon 2. From Gods power. 


N& thére is an almighty power in God (called therefore Lord of Hofts in 
the text) exerted and exercifed for the relief and refcue ofhis poor people 

trampled on by thofe fat bulsof Bafan with the foule feet of contempt and cru- 
` elty : whereby hetaketh courfe that they be not over-trod, or too long held un- 


der by the infolencies and infulcations of their.enemies. But when they fhall feem 


to themfelves and others utterly forlorn, and undone, fa that falvarion it felfe can- 
not fave them, (which was good Davids cafe Pfal.3.2.) then fhall the Lord bea 
fhield for them, their glory, their {trong tower, and the lifter up of their head. 
Ver.3» And this he thali do with agreat deal of eafe and expedition, as being 
Lord of Hofts, thatis, of all creatures, by the hands of whom he fhall fend from 
heaven, and fave themfrom the reproach of him that would fwallow thenvup. Selab, 
God fhallfend forth his mercy. and his sruth. Pfal.57.3. 


SECT. 
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Seer. 1m. 
Reafon 3. fromGeds Truth. 


Nd that paffage points us to two other reafonsfor the point; God will fend 
forth his mercy and truth. 

And firft his truth: 1 meane his faithfulneffe , intimated alfo in thefe words 
of our text. Saith the Lord of Hofts... Thefe things faith he that is faithfull 
and true, they fhall be mine in the day &c. Iwill haveatime to make up m 
Jewelsin muchmercy. Now hath God faid it, .and fhall 
Ís nothisdecree his facere? fhall he not fulfill with his hand what he hath 
promifed with his mouth? God is not as man that he thould lye : neitheris he 
unconftantas other friends, that he fhould change: no, nor. yet -unmindfull that 
he fhould forget ; leaft of all is he unfaithfull chat he fhould falfify. God is 
faithful, who will wot Juffer youto be tempted above that Jou are able &e. 1 Cor 
10, He willgive patience under the temptation, a good ufe of it, and a good 
ifue from out of it, in the belt time. > 


SECT. WIZ. 


Reafon the 4. from Gods goodueffe. 


Ut befides; God will fend forth his mercy , as well as his truth, for the 

alvation of hig people. This mercy moved him at firft, to make a fure 
covenant with them, and to marke them out for his own > and doth ftill co 
fhew himfelfe ( as he did oft for Mofes ) feafonably and fweecly for their 
{upport and fuccour. Forthey fhall be mine faith the Lord of Hofts &c. 

So they wereever, may fome fay. > . > ' 

Yea, but then they fhall be mighty and mercifully declared to be the chil- 
dren of God, by a kinde of returrection from the dead, as the Apoftle 
{fpeaketh of the head, andit holds as true of the members. Rom. 1. 
God left his people in Egypt, and afterwards in in Babylon till their civill eftata 
was dead and buried, as it were. As after the captivitie, thefe good foules in 
our text , feemed fo far given up and caft off by God, as if he had had no fir- 
ther care of them, or part in them. But they fhall be mine faith the Lord of 
Hofts in the day &c. That is, the time is at hand, when it thall well ap- 
péare by my mercies to the one, and judgments on the other, who are mine, 
who not, which are pearles, which are pibbles, which precious Jewels, which re- 
probate filver, which are fons, which baftards; thogh all things now feeme to 
tend toaconfufion, and no fuch difference be yet difcerned and acknowledged, 
And the fooner fhall this day come, becaufe the proud adverfary lookes upoa 
my pcopleas outcafts, my fervants as abje@s, my children as fatherleffe. For 
in thee the fatherleffe findeth mercy. Hof. 14. 3. And, becanfe they called thee 
anoutcaft, faying, This is Sion, whom no man feekes after, therefore I will heal 
thee of thy wounds &c. fer. 30. 17. The righteous fhall {ee this and rejoyce = 
but all iniquitie (hall top her mouth. Whofo is wife, and will obferve thefe things, 
éven he hall underftand that it is ofthe loving kindnefle of the Lord. Pfa. 107.nit 


. e o 
SECT. v. 
, Reafon 5. from Gods Fuftice. 
Aftly T might eafily (& not unfitly argue out of ver.18.of this chapter,fiom the 


Jultice of God,ingaged for his opprefled people. For being judge of the whole 
: Xxx ‘earth, 


883 


he not accomplith it? 
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3. Thus . 
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Gena8.s5  earth,’as Abraham once urged it for his Nephew Lot)he muft needs deal rightcoufly 
f between manand man, rendring to every one according to his works. Now who 
fecrh not for prefent that dayly verified , that above was wickedly obje&ted. Bee 
hold we call the proud happy , yea they that work wickednefle are fet up &c. 
ver. 15+ when godly men, o’tother fide „ are ufually held under hatches , being 
deftituce, afflited , tormented , even fuch of Gods worthiesas the world isnot 
worthy of, yet fuch unworthy ufage they moftly meet withall. Now that Gods 
Jultice may be cleared and every mouth ftopped, what more requifite then that 
God fhould fet forth a fit timeto ferall to rights among the fons of men, and to 
rectifie thofe things which even to godly men, other-whiles > feem lefs cqually 
carried , that Gods dear children being propitioufly pardoned , precioufly eftec- 
med, and gracioufly recompenfed , the wicked may {elf-condemned return and gi» 
{cern between the righteous and th:mfelves , between him that ferveth God » and 
him that ferveth him not. It is evena righteous thing with God to render 
tributional to them that trouble you, bur to you who are troubled reft with us (if 
not before, yet certainly ) when the Lord Jefus hall be revealed from heaven with 
` his mighty Angels. &c. 2 Thef. 1. 6,7. . 


SECT. VI. 
Reafons from the Saints themfelves. 


Reaf, 2 cordy from God , turne your eyes to the people of God, and fo they come 

here commended and defcribed untous 1. by their near relation to God , they 
Subperfecutio- are his, his Jewels, his fons, his fervants, his ferviceable fons , his righteous 
ne Ariana Ba- feryants, and can fuch be alwayes unremembred ? So fome hav feared , but time 


filio Magm iff hath confutedthem. 2, By their rare qualifications, 
aliquando in~ 


, ita. . Fort. habitually they are men fearing God, religious and odly perfons, and 
ee Bele therefore-heires of the promifes of good things for both lives 4 Ti See 4. 8.” And 
as fuas prorfus for evills be they never fo many or great, he that feareth God feal come forth of 
dereliquit Do- thems all, Ecclef. 7. 18. Many faith David the father, are the troubles of the 
affine hora righteous, but the-Lord delivereth him out ofthemall: but ‘one afflittion flayeth 
oft? the wicked , becaufc his fhadow is departed from him. And of the fame minde 
Pfal.34.1952t is Solomon his fon. Though the righteous man fall {even times into mifery,yet 
he hath time to rife again:but the wicked at one evill fall downright Prov, 24.16. 

2. They actually expreife this holy habit of Gods true fear im their hearts. -by 

fetting their thoughtsawork, tochew upon Gods holy name, and toroll itas 

dugar under their tongues, that thence (as Sampfons out of his hony-comb ) they 

might fuck out ftrong confolations. For the Name ofthe Lordis a {trong tower ; 

the righteous run to it andarefafe. And > Inthe fear of the Lord is Bromg confi- 

Prov.to, dence, and his children have a place of refuge. Now fhall the faints think upon 
Prov.14.26 Gods name , and he nor think upon their needs? Yea, Z knew the thoughts that 
Tthink toward yon, faiththe Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evill, and alto 

` Jer. 29,10,11 Z?Ve Jonan expected end, For after 70. yeers be accomplifhed at Babylon 
; > {loe they muft have their time of fuffering , ashe hath his of faving) I will 
vifit you , and performe my good word toward you, to caufe you to returhe 

to this place. 2. By fetting their tongues a work to vent thofe holy 

thoughts of theirs , as opportunity was offered: And firft for the vindicating of 

Gods glory fo much oppofed and obfcured by thofe above-faid Belialifts mowed 

with a great zeal for the Lord of hofts , ag Elias once was again{t the pleaders for 

Baals fervice , and faying (as fome will have this text to be read ) Versly the Lord 

( whom you blafphemonufly charge with deep ‘ofcitancy or foul iniquity ) doth 

harken and hear , both your deteftable contumeli¢s, and his peoples pious perfor- 

mauces, and there is a book of remembrance written before him œc. Next, they 

{pake often one to another, as often as they met and might , for mutuall help and 
incouragement: ftirring up themfelvesamong themfelvesto take better hold of 

God; andnot, by a thamefull recidivation or comporting with the times, to ie 

- thofe 


ro be Rabie all Ranga 


thofe things that they had wrought , but that they might receive a full reward. Thus aloh. 
were thofe ancient Chriftians occupied both within dores and without, at home 

in their own. hearts and houfes , and abroad alfo among their foes on the one hand, . 

and their friends on the other: and what their praãtife was then is {till the guile of 

godly perfons. Now. fhould God in the mean-while be. unrighteous to forget . 

their work, and labour of love , that they have fhewed toward his Name, which Heb.6.16 
they have ftoutly vindicated, and toward his faints to whofe fouls they have 
miniftred , and do minifter by wholfome admonition, and Chriftian incou- 
tagement ? 


SECT, VII. 
When Ged will make up his Jewels. 


Uc what is that time , ‘and when is that day, that the Lord mill make uphis Queft. 
Jewels , and thew himfelt propitious to his affli€ted people ? 
1. Generally and indefinitely , atany time, no one day excepted, or exempted. Anfw. 
God judgeth the righteous , and God s angry with the wicked every day. Pfal.7.11. 
‘thus God jadg’d David, that is, he juftified him, and avenged his quaircll , 
when he was angry with Nabal che churle , and after ten dayes ficknefle ftruck Nabal pam- 
him withdeath. @B8/effed be. the Lord , (faith he upon the news thereof ) that. phagus. 
hath judged the canfe of my rebuke at the band of Nabal , and fo hath cleered his 1 Sam.25.39 
own glory, and mine integrity. There is no time wherein the righteous may 
nutrcjoyce , when he feeth the vengeance, and wafh his fect in the blood of the wicks Pfal.58,10.11 
edz Su that he.thall beable to fay , Verily there i a reward for the righteous, Verily. 
He is a Gea that yndgeth in the earth. ; 
~ Particulaily ; and for inftance , there are three more {peciall dayes of deliverance 
to the people of God. . 

Fistt , inan exigence , andutmoft diftreile, when they know not what to do , , 
with Pehofapbat, nor whither to turn them with David: when they areata pha ia 
dead lift with Jonah, and at.their wits end withthe children of Irael under the Venit, Mojen 
Egy prian bondage , and at the red fea: when tho children arc come to the birth . Capino. . 
and there is not ftrengih to bring forth, asin Hexekiah’s dayes, Senacherib had 
already in his hopesand conceit {wallowed up the city , and was fetching hisdead- Omnibus Jude- 
ly blow at all the people of God , as if they had all had but one neck : when God fs» persue ac fi 
put a hook into the noftrills of that great Leviathan, and turned him back : yea baber peun 
fent forth an Angel that deftroyed his army , tothe tertour of other nations. God tremu iim © 
d.lights to bring his people to the mount with Abrabam » yea tothe very brow of infentabéy, ` 
the hill ( as the Nazarenes brought our Saviour Luk, 4- ) tilltheir fect flip, and toned E 
then delivers them. 1n the Moune will the Lord be feen for the faving of his Z/a- che iSinorie 
acs from the fatall troke , of his Peters from the deftroying {word , of his Daniels tum refert He- 
from the lions gripe , of his whole Churchfrom Hamans plots and Papilts con{pi- rodot hib 2. 
racies, When Sanl had hemmed David in on every fide.to take him , ‘there came EM? ns Seb- 
a meffenger ( inthe nick ) to Sand faying , Haft thee and come, for che Philiftines aiad 
have invaded the land. When Senacherib had taken all the :defenced cities of Ju- 5Sa} 26,27 
dah, and was advancing toward Jerufalem, God {ent a blaft upon him , and made Efay 37.7,9. - 
him hear a rumour that Tirhaksb King ot Ethiopia was come forth to make warr Canes lingunt 
with him. When Charles the fifth was muftering his forces-to root ‘out the Tica milter” 
Lutheran herefy out of Germany , he was called off by. God to fight with the edim Aa. 
Turk who at that very time made an iiruption into Hungary, and the cofine gxtenumScul» 
countries. `, 7 , i s .dnnal, 

Secondly, ina common calamity , in an overflowing {courge , a {weeping 
fhowre, that takes all afore it. Such as was that horrible devaftation and deftrua@i- 

On of Jerufalem, firft hy Nebuchadnezzar, when God manifeftly made up his 
Jewels, gracioully provided for his leremses, Baruchs , Ebedmelechs, Gedaliahs, 
whofefather Abikam had formerly freed. the:prophet Jevemy.out of danger, chap. 
39- 24. and 48, 5.and 26,24. Asfor thofe-taithfull ones that went intocaptivity,. 
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f iel with hi hree fellowes and o+ 
i fentthe good figs ( Daniel with his three folio 
Jer.2.4 | ee ese Race county ae Peconiah, as fo matiy 7ofephs to pros 
er.2.43 


i arre-€ + Next, when the City wastazed, and harafed 
enue pe E ; i a a to be here principally and Peame poi 
: 7, = pen by the firft, fecond, and heh verfes ot Sie nae ape s 
=a j i srz li anda 
es er i ay cometh that foall burn like an even, «a, Ko 
Aenea aie = Pee arie thofe blafphemers above had poroa ai poy, - high 
fp je roca, above others ) bak be ftubble, and the day A PA larin that is, neither 
Calvin. the Lord of Hofts, chat it hall leave them neither i He pE panes 
ji nephew, as che Chaldee Paraphraft, and after im “ped 
ae ras 4 li rand ` unctually fulfilled upon the unbeleeving Jews, F A en 
This was a Sae Refurre@ion. Who forafmuch as they woul ae 
1 Thel 2.13, ale teaft in that their day, the things that belong’d to their later ee 
a led the Lord Jefus, and their own Prophets and orien Paing a porne to me 
re amoan Gao ie cal op eee et an 
crimen. Rolloc. wrath upon them to the utmoft. Bue what ol difolunba of ehe Jeni Nana 
imlar combuttion, in this utter defolation, a ee 
py eee H follows : But unto you that fear my Nume ( the proper ry pa ires 
SEN EN of true Chriftian ) Soak the Sun of rightcon{uneffe arife keg ch A thrhe 
E oie it is Fait weathér with Gods children moftly, when it is se WF ię 
wed At once the fire falls upon Sodom,and the Sunnerifeth upon vaf a = 
yen upon the hill, and fees the cities burning ) and eee. (fe. ; 
ur and other hiding places provided for you,and there)all rf o ae Ge te 
j 4 l. And ye fhuil tread down the wicked: for they foall be a pier 
os h bailing oven above-mentioned } ander the foles of Jour fen yee 
fi the I p Udo this (that is, in the day when 1 thus make up my Jewe : ae 
LL d H Which fecond and third verfes of the fourth a ad z 
tke pea Fi: sn Chap. 3.18. and explains it) as they contain a He 
settee ua Text, fodo they acquaint us with diverie precious ple ges i 
peiviledes guerety. God will feal up his cant love to his molt efteeme 
ie Hi i on calamitie. ; 
» Jewels, in e S i that, at by the arifing of the Sunne of righteouf- 
_ Thefeare, +1. ce Ether 8.16. 2. Health to their fouls, and eee 
cen eh r this Sunne fhall arife wish healing under his wings, that is n fs 
ee ss i Pfad. 60. 1,2. with 2 Chron. high 3. Liberty, for 7 Pali g 
i page aie out of the ftrait prifon, the lictle-eafe of pia apt Me “a 
Calvina: ae isk about for joy (fo fome render it ) a fat calves, and young ihfranding 
, HERS ha ae 4. Profpericy, ye fall grow up, as the Palme soar aah cre 
Ut aéy perçuf- roar’ poredne ye fhall break out, and get up, as ee ih ke Vidor: 
us ae hed. he as the Sunne from under a cloud, as the leed pom pres — eid 
tury ime ne di- for ye hall tread down the wic ked, and they fhail be asa a PEE ed dae 
Hie ide, feet, which, erft, rode over Phar ae oe pa j : oy daa i 
‘Ce hifin i all this ; 
it ie i es Sd. Nor Agee A your felves would, for then it ee 
Meee i idb ' lling at the fruit afore it were ripe, and plucking off the p ic 
orehe (re vere led ) nor fo long hence as the enemies would, for then i 
Hee ofetpona afore ‘a ok Me ae oe time, when he feeth fir, who hath kept ro 
er: wine > oe gep > he 
PAA ie sacred feafons under his own girdle. Not feldome, ee beh i 
OO Coen phe: pains Taa eaa a a 
‘cinins, and other per ecuting Tyrants, ‘ 
AND bee ged toed th ga ih 
inly at the 3 g i an 
o a ee RERNA fpeak ee called, thar day, by an aea diy ale 
at utmoft, God will makeup his jewelsin much mercy, ( and of this 


F z : nd. 
Vatablus moft interpret it) then willhe both bring to light the bidden things of darkneffe, a 


ies de mean 
Figuier alfo thofe Hidden ones of his,that are all glorious within, though i ee even 
Gualther, dye. ag de!picable ; together with all their fecret fervices,and mental pèr ? 
Yfal.83.3 


heir 3 x have 
the counlels of thei: hearts foall be made manifelt ; and then feall eve man 
4 J 


f z > 7 ry Ifraelite 
~ praife of God, 1 Cor.4.5. That is, every jewel, every few inwardly, every indeed 


forth, not oncly in,bue out Of deepeft darkneffe. i 
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18.22. ‘Rev.14.13. Their good parts and Practifes o 


asa man fpareth his own fon chat ferveth him) but Onely produced as proofs and 
evidences of that effe@ual faith of theirs, wherb 


y they have a plentiful en trance fur- 
ther and further izra the kingdo.n of God 2 Pet. 1 a 


SECT. vu. 


Comfort nader publike Calamities. 
_ For appilcation : the main vfe of this Point, 
in this text chiefiy drives ar is, Si 


Firft then, tor the labouring c 
- ood child oF hers then to hear that Go 


> Suen to the ground > This is the horrid Phlr37: 


oms rufflers, fiefht in blood, and ufed to Hees fe 
the fpoil, as birds of prey. But what faith the Oracle? Comfort J6 eam] ort ye my people ferox, Ovid, 
faith your G ody {peak ye to the heart oj Jerufalem ; a 


#5 expired, thit her ‘aiquity is pardoned, and fo the quarrel fairelyended : for Jhe hath, "ig fera 
received of the Lordshand double for all her fins, 


waited all this while to jhew he 


i in all her afflictions, and bearing a part. Surely Lam.3.31.32 
žt 78 aot willing!; (or from his heart, faith che original) t iny ti d 


forever. This was her comfort and this may be ours: f 
with Gods peopleabroad » and what preaffuires and grievances they groan under at 


home, fay, Thisjs rhe time of Ficobs trouble, but he (hall be faved ont of 
the Saints are on every fide,but not diftreffed - doubti 


» wathe with Pantin the fhipwrack, but nor 
drowned, fired with ag ofes buh, but 
tree, but not Oppreffed, prickt with 


growing in a bottom with Zacharies myrtle tree, Cha 
a burdenfome ftone, a torch of firé, a 
(Zach, 12.2336.) who have but atime Duy 11.2 


"11.24,39. The wicked plotteth a- 
gainft the juft, and Snatheth upon him with his teeth. The Lord 


fhall laugh: at 
- him, faith the Pfalinift, for he feeth thac his day is 


pright man, and bebold the jutt, for 
(let his beginning or middle be never fo troublefome 


is enemies, and lets them bring their defignes to 


the urmoft, and then defeats them fuffer 


return with the greater fhame as Sean 


in a haltar as Hemm ‘that their own {words may be theathe 
asGoliubs. When they are tumultuating, and triumphing, as if the day weretheir 
own, and they were matters of the field, with 

come down as it were in an engin, to refcue his ye N 
knots of all Antichriftian power and policy. This he doth alfo for his own Erea- Cede dad} | 
ter glory , to make himfelf a name inthe earth, when thus ina Moment, in the pnyavits.” - 
turning of ahand , he turns the wheel; caufins light fuddenly and {weetly to {pring Á = ae 
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seat 38 
a eee ae hae ee 9 
iid eee ee is to leave the labouring Church in Gods everlaf? i art, douchit may thy feet, as Pordan did th Pri 
pennga.27  Allehat wehave r Saree out unto him day and night; How long Lord, dure the proud waters fhal not £ over thy foule, Eeoa i borc the Arke, but 
A E A r ft thou not judge,and avenge our blood on them that aes ie i Cayes of adverfity, untill tue pit be diged forthe wicked olen f a oe Pal. PAH 
pr aa holy and true doc i long fhall the wicked triumph ? How i atter your old eftates,& will do bett Cal will fettle you Pfal.o4.1 
Pe gs tane the earth?Lord,howlong fhal the a er he adhe cities of Iudah, againft which know that Iam the Lord. No hele sof gence at your beginnings and ye fhall ®2*k-36.11 


a not have mercy on - ër i 2 
ek Aaa hati had indignation thefe threefcore yeers; Thou fhalt arife and have mer fent pay, counts them fure-hold, and fo 
COE E ~ thO S 


3 live i S d 
me to favour her, yea the fert time is come Pfa/.102.13.(The Faith puts a mans head into heaven: gi ipon them, and the juft by it. 


cbar agensde gs the ti i nass ` - 3 gives him to walk with God j i&ion. 
fran eale Tane ae h moved affections a pelea ey ar see Leer = l re See z isa Ha Eto the upper region, above all formes es oe Grigor 
tat kas bid our children ask us an , i im that is invifibl af 
i Adam: help was ae a ear is paft,the fummer is ended,and we arenot eis Re taken up. Here below are shat chips 2 a ip ai before he 
pr ae mean to Gia how long? and fet it repent thee concerning thy fervants. e atif- f Ta there isa continual ferenity. Now the way of the right sae: ove << 
14.15. Boe ed with thy mercy, that we may rejoyce ave ne 5 dithe ee ‘he alee ane a6 waters abide not on ground that lyes high, fo neither aon 
pe inal us glad according to the dayes pe PEEN RS Sees Ta ore a iei peed bat hee ysis = eae lifted up in -heavenly contemplations 
: : il &c. This was the courfe tliat Dan aa PERIN , May be furprized bya common i z 
ae en the number of rhe yeers, m or m a appo PA e a rd the whole M d: But r pid traa a i 
i by earneft prayer, to féek out that Goa f ; n in the golden cabinet of his gracions d 
as now paft, he fet his face f the inhabitants of the not be much th f : 6 providence, that they thall 
her and fo todraw him out of his place, to pen e = i oe a È P pes ooo forit , as hedid the Tfraelites in Gofen, the difciples ps 
rth for their cruelty, and to plead the caufe of his oe i: PP ie far by all 5 ‘ip scene ed mourners in the hollow of his own hand : Or if they be wrapt 
A time there is fet we all ania phe fee seiithed A i a. he E TE ander dap a oe Ride aly ’ ve a will make a manifelt differene Pil 
Roma din titu- f ones and tokens well nigh ed and ac a . Hi iahbeto him that beareih ; aflited me fore, faith Daz”: will give them their lives for a prey ( Thou hat 1954 
bans varis Y5 ~ -es befhortned, would they but cry day and nig ` 4 > taith David, burnot given meup todcath. Th 
ibus atla not thofe dayes >. hat he would avenge them {pee ed upon my back, but th : i a ¢ plowers plow- 
ane . prayers, though he bear long wich theme Tyee t thank our own dulneffe and for them in the iad f hei 7 ee traces ) and provide liberally 
mundi defmet ijy. And that he doth itno oe my Peya i and fervent peayer- For when he will be alittle fay pe seca Sai he did for Ezekiel, Daniel, and others 
Dins Pa o E ee aalo disk wicked.one, with the brightneffe of his i comforts. Or if he call them cm there, and fupplie the defe of alf other 
the fon 


? fuch a vigorous and victorious faith as would = Spirit: if he freethem cae to higher fufferings, he will give them an higher 


F hall he finde faith upon earth t ee : ble : : : om the common deftruction et 
rTheL2. . coming doar pire pray and fuor oe n a ene of ee paral bi EE ara age rt they refit unto blood, yea mein ne ale 
: e m 2 ; 5 : 2 i i 
of the importunate widow Pe te his Jerufalem a praife in the earth Jfaiab 4 dye in the Lord -( cfpecially if withall the i ae raigne. For bleffed are they that 
noreft rill he eftablifh, and m : from their labours ref? in their bed h y oy efor the Lord ) for they fhail reft 
Ga. 6, 7 A i 3 remaineth then a ref unte the ponle or God, king Ht ne rhe Sad There mag 
: , Ee as knowes no evening or end, i P that rene Sabbatifme, fach aday ` 
Seon IX. prehen md acomplia he se ony Set Satay ta co? 
weekly Sabbaths , wherein he nee ot ele were firft che 
the feven-ycares Abbat A yr cd from their week-day labours, Secondly 
. $ 1: y feventh yeare the ground alfe til 
Comfort under perfonal croffes and grievances lage and manuring. Third! . ground alfo refted from til- 
f . ae ere Was a year a Jubilee. viet hee, ai EE a teg an cath feventh 
l ; : t to each particular Chriftian eafed, and all mortgages reft cir right inheritence all Prifoners re- 
TÌ muse Neah TE z eo canines aineen, Let none faint a :¿ And that Ger ee oF pa tone Pe d Thall, H E 
pungay as touching his pertonal c ir light afli@ion,fith it is but for a mo- up his Jewels, and redeeme Ifrael hed ce chiefly make 
Nipúdgror ink under the heavieft burden of their light affli ? hat’s this? . of Redemption of rae out of all her troubles, called therefore the d 
ici xad wag- Or fhrin i few dayes onely, while you would fay what’s smptton of the purchafed poffeffion for G Con 
t „as Paul hath it; for afew day i i i id, for a urchafe ) Th ods peculiar, the people of his Row-8.21 
‘dikanaf. apud pa computed it : Momraing Po BER a ie ae ahaha io Ge ty, x ie People at reft from their baire. fn hee. : 
Soerat, hift, very little while faith Efay, ne : we Tl comciwillcomeand will not scarey at reft from all their burdens and bande hs Dita waiting the good houre ) 2Tim.4.8 
a Ai = mia Ta ERT Chrift and my reward is with. me. But ain D . a S pre qho fhali then have all their wrongs ehted ee sid me chil- $ Prt-3.13t 
Thai. 2 6 Beliold, I come quickly, fait >, ; id, The juft fhall live by faith, oned, deots difcharged, bond: races per s teir fins par- i2 
 Heb1o.Hab.2 we doin the mean while? Feed on m o aoe fs willrein him in that that heavenly inkera se Sii Pee aaa e pi defircs fatisfied, and Pali 20, 
PRL. E AA ay eee orke Pis captain to feek for help of the cot be then reftored. Where they thall be pofleffed of ae See 5 pics pla, ) A ee a 
ithe fhall not run frorft his > ft out 0 and, feared inces i SE AaS . pieatures at Gods right Rom-8.19. 
Ba o.38- CF Ekron, to bring itin by the back-door, that he fhall not make more ha > as Princes in thrones of Majefty, crowned with diadems of caine by eters 


: erh, man ceffible glory. i 7 f 
yæostianmte his, prefent prefures then good {peed, aore o ere a ee time. new BNE A aes sees Nes ee er 3 a plenary poffeffion of that pee 2i pe 
werd fom ie "ch ae ae onho ad fapport, as the merchants fhip doth treafure and being filled withthe vifion, and trainee ee righreoufneffe, Beholding, 4s longing for 

; o 2. Faitha 


fouldiers wh 7 fa sit makes aman leok thordugh the prefent durance tothe furure deli- a world of bleffed angels and crowned s glorious prefence 3 amidft liberty + or as 
rom afar : 


, . faints, even all th a prifoner our 
. recoyle afid 3 F fident of the accomplifh- thall Jovfully meet and welco ; h © court of heaven, who 
leavethéir verance, which faith /alzterh afar off; and refteth = con hand. Faith taketh, and terable varictics felicities ea: Oh let the forethought of hok vane, : hier ‘ 
` franding. ment of Gods promife by hope, asif it were alrea ier it {elf. He fhall deli- ‘and chear up our hearts as itdid Dy lighten Our fpirits , fmooth our countenances, pardon: or ag 
ali abe individuateth the promife, applies Shee lao eril tonch thee No devoratory with ftretche out necks. look a eet a ope all the fervants of God, who Oncourofa 
dou - Iaa in feven there fha h chee. : th ingall with ne ee” D, alter, and cven haften that b turret, ex- 
yot;Heb.11. ver thee in fix troubles, yea in ie litativo as Cajetan ha gall with one minde and with at Happy day, cry- pectine h; 
; i j l rouch thee, sain qualitativo, hy - d ‘exhalz : > and with one mouth, Come Lerd 3 petting his 
evil, as Tersullian, termeth it fha i to thy {mart, but not atal! to thy god :exhaling their broken fi irits in i all efus , come quickly ; friendscome 
it, wih a deadly touch + Touch thee it may to thy > hurt ecting not only a union but aati with Chote fallies and ¢greffions of love, af. ing. 


SECT, 
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SECT, xe 


Reproof of forwardneffe and faintheartedne|fe in afflittion. 


i ind i free his poor people of 
he Lord indeed finde a fet time to 
Frog Paso and {offerings ? this then ferves fharply ae ipai 
h ae atiency and fhortneffe of {pirit found in not a few 2 : sae 
pe ie who becanfe they are vilipended , and undervalued by the ; in Aiea 
Jisk iow not the price ofa heavenly Jewel, and for that they are. trode unde 
focal imeb thefe wine, and flurried with the mire oftheir contempt ana crue tY 
ee n one while to fret, and another while to mnt egin Me e 
a of all heart , and hope of a better sonst ro to make againi a Fea i 
K i ; s; Surely I fhall never winde - 
e like defperare conclufions : Surely 1 in : 
Efay 38.13 A pra ting I foall go foftly all my hatte i the vais Heh A oe fe, 
ae i Inever look to {ee joyfull day more, a 
HE ni could enjoy nothing , becanfe he wanted one oe oe 
a 2. But Jacob was farr over-gone withit, wheh ( together p l EWE 
Rachel y he vefufed tobe comforted , and would needs go Spanie Path u 
his fon Zofeph movrning , as if all his merry dayes were paft. l = ery n 
Jacob in Egypt, that could not take ona 2 ie RE eit Pon 
the greatnelle oftheir oppreffions: The car 
Pial 34 i hs was fo imbittered with their extreme bondage ar the cov 
norselifh any thing » nar taft Row good ane yor were Saal wto him 
he curfed his day , and the contolatie pe 
pal Rs witht bimfelt dead ina pon , and n E ae b y 
selene i rect. And what can we : ay 
a hin A AE 73. 13. and another time faid, Į fhall furely "I 
a day by the hand of thi; fame Sawl , ne ee ree TAE . 
i . ercit not better for meto fave one, ( Behold, 
I Sam.27.1 ee Se pe foal this birtk-vight do tome ?) and to on for my i by Ayme 
ee o the Philiftines, then by ’biding longer me So as w a : aa a He 
Sareea i i e uncertainty , fith all men ar ; 
tee fae ed This he in haft. Andthus the nont sia as 
Tittle ood advice, Lam. 3. 18, 19. I faid 5 my firengeh , an a ope po H 
ad fe the Lord: Remembring mize affliction ci "a u, > Fs e Eeeeh 7 
ism f ludethe book: Bat thon = 
begali. This made her delperately conc Cis dais he 
a Se ied roth againft us, Andthe very truthis, t ; 
dus, thou art very Wreth ag ‘ ) i 3 
Fidei more ae wied will fomething flag and hang the wing. Haat Tinea eae oo sis 
tentationem yceld inconfiderate motions, as water that i violently E ee 
ariete durius ‘Adeo nihil cff in nobis magni, faith Onc , quoa non qucat minns, can $ desealeoh 
Ree fa ft ‘take up our felves roundly , and chide our hearts out of the if $ pe 
afa facile ' with Why art thou caft down, O my foul, and wey art o eo we H H 
i ' docht tr i Hope in God : for . 
nutare acti! Wry docit tret 2. Why doeh faint ? nee ec ond 
iui diate d'I conclude that it will never be better with me, 
oe deny thal a Ooi: child, and one of his Jewels, ings Na a Wie 
tie Buchole.. felf , and deny the no d nay ue i A Hees da : A a aes ie 
cre Se ee Ba AAN : hat laid his Jewels at his heels, and 
with heedlcfnesand improvidence , as one that lai : ee 
r hat became of them. Which were to fet my ga 
m and like a breathing-devill to bely the: Almighty, whofe hues us A 
tabernacle, Iob 29. 4. tharis, his fecret and fingular providence, who 


Gen.37.35 
Exod.6.9 


i i i A th our my whole 
my down-fitting , and mine uprifing Pfal. 139. 2, who cutte y 


f them is broken,but numbreth 

; i nd not only keepeth my bones, not one o 

sie nate et one si them is mifling. Things x Poe eae a 
of them may be diminifhed, Lo, thchairs of our heads ar a 


ee ee 
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childrens were in the Babylonith furnace 
without your heavenly father. And ifnota hair much lefs the hea 
may fay , The Lord hath forfaken me, and my Lordchath forgotten me. But that 
was but her miftake , and mifprifion of the matter. For the Lord will not tter- Efay 49.14 
ly caft offbis people, nor forfake his inheritance for ever, Fora fmall moment PM-94.14 
he may forfake them (to their thinking ) but with great mercy will he gather them: T 
Ina little wrath, he may hide his face from-them, fora moment : but with ever- Elay P 
lafting kindnetfe will:hc have mercy on them. He will not contend for ever », hor j 
be alwayes.wroth, for the fpirit fhould faile before him, When the childe fwouns 
in the whipping , God Icts fall the rod, andfallsa killing it, to fetch life intoit 
again. Infome difeafes blood muft be let #/quead deliguinm, till the patient faint 
agdin: Yet icisa rulein Phyfick ftill co maincaig nature: fo doth God uphold the 
{pirits of his children by cordials of confolation in their decpeftaflidion. This we 


fhouldnever doubt of , but conftantly thame and thent our felves in Gods prefence 
for our forwardneffe and faintheartedneffe. 


-8p1 


d it delf. Zion Mat.10.29 


SECT. xi. 


Exhortation to diligence in duty. 


He lalt ofe we tnall put this pointto , for prefent, isan Exhortation to adou- tfe. 3. 
ble daty 1. Diligence in doing Gods will. 2, Patience in foftering it: 
For the firt: It’s encourag 


ement enough to fhew all good Confcience and fi- 
dclity in our generalt and particular callings , 


to confider that fooner or later God 
will not fail to requite our labour ot love even to acnp of cold water, ora 
bit of bread caf? upon the waters , and focalt away , (asa man would think ) bur 
after many dayes thou fhalt finde it. Givea portion to feven and alfo to eight: for 
he that giveth to the poor lendethto the Lord, and that which he giveth will he 


pay tim again. Not down upon the naile , it may be, but he is a fare anda liberal] P10Y-19-07 
paymafter , he gives double intere 


» hay a hundred fold here (as Ifaac hadahun: 
dred foid increafe of the feed he fea in the land of Canaan ) Se eternall life heres ray - 
after. W hen we have laid our grain in the ground, we look not to fee it the fame 
day in the barne or garner ( as he faith of the Hy perborean people farr North , that 
they fow fhortly after funerifing, and reap before fun-fet; for with them the Here/bach: de 
whole half-yeer is but one continuall day ) but we are content to wait foracroptill © raft ae 
the yeer be runabout, living in hope mcan-while, add therewith fotaining our doles» her. 

felves, And fhail we not fhew like patience in waiting Gods good leifure, with- cis credit ata- 
out being difmayed or difhartened, though not prefently requited ? light is fowen is Semina, que 
for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. Lo itis but feed-time with teno femre 
the faints; while here, and that’s commonly a wet time and dropping. - But Tibull seers 
they that fow in tears fhall reape in joy. He that goeth forth , and weepeth 
bearing precious feed; fhall doubtleffe come again with rejoycing, bringing his 
fheaves with him. 


Ey, bute when? . Sol. 


Behold I conse quickly, and my reward i with me , to Sive unto every man accor- BS%-22-12 
ding to his works. David fetved out his time > and is entred into his matters joy. Preteed 
John Baptift didup his work , and is 


1i Aĝ.13.25 
gone to take np his wages. St. Paul finifh- 2 Tim.4.7,8. 
ed h'scourfe , and hath received his s K 


Eccles. rr.r 


Phal. 126.5,6 
0b. È 


C crown. Wherefore let us not be weary of Sal.6.9 
Well doing : for in due feafon we fhall furely 


l reap, if we faine not. Yea, beye *O4S.nig 
ftedfa(t and unmoveable , alwayces abounding in the work of the.Lord : forasmuch : 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lor ; 


aaien a 


) not one of them can fall to the ground 
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Secr. XI, 


Exhortatien to patience in mifery. 


NE: let this Do@trine of Gods day of delivering, and doing good to his peo- 


Pal. rox. 2 


Efay 64.1 


Cant.8 


Jam. 5.7 


verfe® 


Philip.4.$ 
2 Sam. 16.12 


Gen. 15.16 


ple, patient our hearts, and quietly compofe our fpiritsin an humble fubmifii- 
on to Gods holy hand, and a hopefull expectation of. the day of grace, walking and 
waiting én the midft of onr honfes till he come unto us. Yt is but a little while chat we 
have to wait: that he futures us yet, and comes no fooner, itis for the more effe- 
Ctuall triall of our faith and patience, and for the better exercife of our hope and 
prayertulncffe- When that’s once done, He will fend his Mandamus ( as Pfal.44. 
4. ) by fome fwift Gabriel, who brought an anfwer to Daniels prayers, with Weari- 
neffe of flight, Dax. 9. 21. Yeahe himfelf will break the heavens and come down, 
he will come riding upon the wings of the wind, he will come /eaping as a hind 
over the mountains of Bether (all lets and impediments ) to our relief and releafe. 


-In the Courts of Princes there is dvaCeaii x ueraCoad, delayes, and difcardings. But 


God is quick to help, and conftant in his care, even when he feems to caft off : hee 
bates putiing away, whatever he makes fhewof . Be patient therefore, brethren, 
unto the coming of the Lord, faith St. James: and fweeten your prefent tears, 
(yea though God fhould make you a diet-drink of them ) with the hope of future 
comforts. Look upon the husband-man, faith he, who, although his barn tee 
empty, and his feed caft into the earth, not yet appearing above ground, yet hee 
waiteth for the crop, and hath long patience for it, untill he receive the former and 
latter rain. Andwhatof all this? Be ye alfo patient therefore, and ftablith your 


hearts, for the comming of the Lord draweth nigh. And to the fame purpofe St. 


Pawl: Let your patient mind be known to all men. Why? the Lord isat hand, to 
right your wrongs, and plead your caufe againft an ungodly Nation, Yea it may 


_ be God willtook upon Davids affliction the fooner, and do him good the rather, 


for Shimes’s curfing thisday. God gives over the wicked many times to exceed 


their commiffion, that he may haften deliverance to his chofen, deftru@ion to 


their enemies, their finnes being once full, See for this, Pfal. 119. 126. fer. 51. 33, 
34. Zach.1.15, J amvery fore difpleafed withthe Heathen, that are at eafe. For 
T Was but a little dippleafed (with Ifrael my people ) but they belped forward thé 
affi:ition: thatis, they were exceffively outragious, above that they were bid todo: 
I gave them an inch, they took anell. Now therefore, left therighteous (put be- 


. yond his patience ) fhould reach forth his hand to iniquity, now will I arife, faith 


Jam.1.12 
2 Qor.4.17. 
TRUOZUT ING, 
ragpov, ab - 
Bags. A, 
levitate dy. - 
agilitate cer- ` 
‘ugrum momen _ 


+ baber.Chemnit 


Leve pandere | 
a plumd Cor- 
nel. à Lapide. 
Heb.s.8 
Luke 17 
Phal.27.14 
Ecclef.3.1,11 
Deut. s 


the Lord, I will fet himin fafety, from him that puffeth at him, P/al. 12. 5. 
God feeth it but high-time to make us heav:e (other-whiles ) with manifold afi&i- 
ons. Bur bleffed isthe man that endureth temptation, for after hee hath fuffered 
awhile, he fhail receive the crown of life. For this light aMi&ion, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for usa farre more exceeding and eternal! weight of glory. An 


, exceeding, exceflive, eternall weight of glory is wrought outunto us by our fhort 


and light afflictions. God will look upon us as thofe that have been judged alrea- 
dy, and account the prefent fufferings fufficient unto us, 1 Pet. 4.13. Good 
therefore is the counfell of our Saviour, who himfelf was perfected by Sufferings, 
An your patience poffeffe your fowls. And that of the Pfalmift, Wait on the Lord; 
and be of good conrage, and he fhall Strengthen thy heart : wait, 1 fay, on the Lords 
He hath appointed a time for all, and every thing is beautifull in its feafen. The 
Ifraelites had their fleth at-Even, and bread in the Morning. God will be waited 
on, and give the con{ummation of his bleffings at his leifure. Their journey from 
Ægypt to Canaan, might have been difpatcht in three dayes, as Philocellsus: but 
God led them up and down the wilderneffe, asif they had been treadinga maze, 
and held them fometimes a yeer cogether in a place, to their grief no doubt, but 
for their good, that He might humble them, and try them, and do them good in their 
later end. Water was not turned into wine, till the wine failed. fefeph was 
not: fec-out of prifon, till the fet time came. The Ifraelites went not out of 


Agypt, 
ry 
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Egypt till the very. laft: day of ithe: four ‘hundred: veers was well:nish ag” 

an end. Søsyrza muft he in prifon ten dayes at leaft, that fhe may be tried, 

and that the trialof their faith being. much more. precious then chat of gold 

‘that perifheth, though tried. in the fire, mighe be found to praife, honour, and 
lory. ; . A RA i 

The day of the churches reftauration by Chrift here promifed. was not perfor- Revato: 

med of 400. yeers after: yer when the fulneffe oftime was come, God fenthis x Peg l 

fon made ofa woman, made under the law &c. Say ithad been 4000 years, ‘a Gal.g, 

thoufand years is to God but as one day, becaufe in:him there is no flux , nor- 

motion, Our purblinde eyes fee nothing but that which toucheth rhe lid, as it 

were, when Gods quick fight vieweth that as prefent that is a world off. Butnow, 

when all was at worft in Church and common-wealth, and fcarce a Jofeph or a 

Simeon \eft, that looked for the confolation of Ifrael, {carce a Mary or an Anna 

that waited for falvation in Jerufalem, then came thedefire of all nations : then Hag.2 

the fun of righteous broke out, with healing under bis whings. What fhal r 

fay more? Chrift himfelf, the (Captain of our falvation was fourty dayes, and four- 

ty nights tempted by the devil, before the Angels miniftred unto him; his foul was 

heavy unto the death , ere his heart was glad , and his glory rejoyced. We alfo Math.4 

muft fuffer together, ere we can be glorified together, as two pieces ofiron cannot Péal.16.9- 

be faftned, till both hath paffed che fire. 


SECT. XIIL 


Helps to patient waiting upon God for deliverance. 


VV upthe hands that hang down, and the feeble knees, and Heb.12.12, 
for fuport, confider z : 

Firft, that life it felf, in its full length and latitude, is but fhort : the afflicti- oer 
ons therefore of life cannot belong. To live, faith one, is but to lie a dying. ` There Veni 
isa time to be born, and a time to die, faith the wife-man. He faith not, There. is Pa eh 
atime to live, for death borders upon life; anda mans cradle ftands in his grave, wt horam Epift. 
Oh what a fhort cuthach the longeft liver 2b stro ad urnam, from the womb to Malos often 
the tomb, from the birth to the burial. We chop into the earth before we are a- Pd p 
ware, likea man that walking ina field covered with fnow, falls fuddenly into 4 Jata, ultra 


marle-pit. Few and evil are the dayes of my pilgrimage, faith old Jacob. Evil they ; Site 
are, but few and evil. Man that is) born of a womanis of few dayes, and full of @xvpoe@- 
trouble. Troublefome his dayes are,but foon determining, fharp his fufferings, but “4? . 4i5ue@- 


` 


fhort withal : as the paines of a travelling woman, whereunto they are oft com- A eg Wem 
pared. Everyday we yeeld fomewhat to death : and death at utmoft cures all dif- Midd.r2, 
eafes, as that Martyr faid. l ; Thetis de A- 
Sccondly,this life once ended, heaven begins and makes amends for all. For the a d 
fhall hunger no more, neither thirft any more, -nor fhall the fun light on them, apie a 
nor any heat, but the lamb fhall feed them, and lead them to the waters of life, mus quum quia 
and God fhali wipe away all tears from their eyes, as a nurfe doth from the eyes of xab’ruiear 
her tender babe. Now fhe is a forry fpoufe, faith one, that cannot make fhift with minses fits dy 
an uneafie horfe, while the rideth to fee the confummation of her love: with her ne 
betrothed husband. Ireckon, faith that great Apoftle (that had feen as much of Revy 16: 
this, and the other world as‘ever man faw) that the aflidions ofthe prefent time, 7 
are ‘not worthy to be compared, or are in no compatifon, worthy of the glory thac 
{hall be revealed in us., Rom:.8.18.°For (that ye may fee the inequality. of the com; 
parifon) our light and momentary afi&ion worketh for usya far more exceeding >> 
‘In which text thereis well obferved tobe 3 <= 55 
fuperlative defcription of heavens happineffe, 2Cor.$.14-°° 


‘by an hyperbole above an hyperbole. For, for affliction here's glory for Tight af- Mt; Legbof- ` 


ae : 3 ; Sa fes: 
fi&ion a waight ofglory , a heavy maffy fubftantial. glory, ; for momentary, af- ay Stuck 


SES IB 


' 


4 


ae a 
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-« Thirdly, confider that its here that God muft mect with us, or no where. Here- 


Rev.21.4. 


1HRS. 
+19 54. 


Feel fond, 
Lim,3.39. 
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Seo) ae eaten ae | y : f 
after here [hull be no more deaih y zor forr ow, nor crying, nor paine Here we muft 


have it, or in a worfe place; This world is our purgatory, our little-eafe, our wafh- 


houfe, our place of penance, . penalty, pilgrimage. Here he rubs off our ruft, 


{cours off our fcurf, hewes us (asin the mount) tobe living ftonesin the cceleftial 
Temple. Here he fines us, filesus, polifheth us, chrefhech us out of the husk, that 
we may be meat for the mafters tooth, as that Father phrafed it. Ina word this 


‘isallthe hell, wearé like tohave, lec usmake us merry with it, and fing fweer 


fongs, as Duviddid, in this houfe of our pilgrimage. Home’s hard by. 

ìn the mean while, fourchly, life isa mercy, though never fo full of. mifery. A 
living dog is better then adead lian. Iofeph is yet alive, that’s more, then Fofeph is the 
fecond man in the land. Why is hv:ng man forrowful 2 Man Suffers for his fin. q. de 
Suffer he never fo much, never fo long, he receives but the due defert of his evil 


- deeds, as thar penitent thief cold his fellow. And that he yet lives amidft all, 


and ents ot off, as aweaver the rhrum of his wretched life, Hexetv.th held it a pre- 
cious indulgence. The reafon whereof he ycelds a little after. 7 he grave cannot 
prafe thee : ikey thar go dowa to the pit canot hope for thy truth. Death cannot 


` celebrate thee, thatis, dead men cannot be exempiary, and fo fhine before men that 


Efay 38.12, 
16.19, 


Efay.s7,10 


x Tim 2.15, 


they may fee their good works, and glorifie thee. The divg, the living, he {hall 
prafe thee, as I do ilis day, the fiutker to the children fhall make kzowa thy 
tach. p 

Adde hereunto for a fitt confideration, that no manis fo hard befet with for- 
rows behinde and before, but he hath’ fome ucida wntervillt, fome refrefhings, 
{ome refpits, and breathing-whiles betwixt. Jobs cafe is not every mans, nay, it is 
{carce any mans, to be vifited every marning, to be tried every mom:xi to be held 
unceffantly on the rack, and not fo much liberty feft him, as while he fwallows his 
{pictle. his wasan hard cafe, and might be any of ours, as well as Jobs. Now 


that it isnot, fee ground of patience, nay of thankfulneffe to that Ged, that might - 
have doomed man at firft to be ever in {weating out a poor living (called therefore. 


the fe of kis hand, becaufe it is upheld by the labour of his hand) and 
women to be ever labouring in the extream paines of child-birth, neither yet co 


- be faved after all, no though fhe fhould continue in faith and chiruy, and holineffe 


swith fobriety. 

Sixthly,God is with us al the while we are in durance; opt inzume folu ism fodaliirum 
can we have better company ? He gocs along with us into the fire, as with the three 
children, and into the water, as with [onas : yea though helhad clofed’ her mouth 
upon us, and fwallowed us up into her bowels, yet itmuft (indefpite of it) render 
us up again, becaufe God is with us and for us. Hels ftomack could not long hold us, 
no more then the whale could brook Jonas, which ifhe had light upon the marri- 
ners , he would devoured and difgefted twenty of them in lefle {pace. 

Seventhly, God accounts what we faffer now fufficient for all: and lookes upon us 
as thofe that have been judged already , yea chat have’ received double for al 
our fins. The timeis now that judgement begins at the houfe of God 1 Ta. 4:37 


- And when we are judged we are chaftencd of the Lord, that we may not be con- 
= demned with the world 1 Cor.11.32. Abiahs, though worthy of death, fhall live, 
* becaufe ha had been formerly affi&ed with David. So fhall we, which have fuf- 


Pfal.og v2. 
Prov.6.23. 
2Cor.7.6. - 
Efay.30.13, | 
Suftine tu il- 
lum qui fufti- 
nuit te. Sufti- 
nuit ille te,dum 
tu corrigeres 
vitam malam: 
Suftine tuillum, 
damcoronet - 
vitam bonam. ` 
Aug. - 
Efay.26.9. . 
i Pets .6 


_ fered with Chrift raign for ever with him, who elfe had been but dead men, had not 


God chaftifed us, and taught us in his law, by thofe correftions of infruttion that are 
the wayto life. ; ° 

~-Laftly, confider that God, that comforteth the abiefl, hath feta certain time for 
our deliverence, a day to dous good in: waiting (mean-while) ro [hew mercy, and 
counting, asit were, the flow minutes till we become eapable Zoh. 13. 36. 
Now fhall be wait upon us, and fhall not we wait for him > Yea, we 
have waited for the Lord , faith the Church in the way of thy judge- 


ments. And h-mble your felves under the mighty hand’ of God, faith Peter, and he- 


will lift yon npiv xate in the opportunity of time. To prefcribe co the moft wife 
God were intolerable prefumption, ‘and to antevert his feafon, dangerous preci- 
pitancy: to fet him a time with that king of ifrael 2 King.6,33. to fend for him 
by a poft with thofe Bethulians, either be muft fave us now or not at all, how 


can 
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can he endureit? Rebeceah was too nimble with her, if it de fo ,why ans i thus 2 & as 


ill-advifed, when fhe faid ; Iam weary of my lite becanfe of the daughters 
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of Heth. And fhe aad her fon Žacob fhould have had the patience, to wait Gods | 


leifure for the bleffing, and not to have gotten in by the back-door. Bat we are 


all naturally impatient of delaics, and too ready to think we fhould fow and reape | 


both ina day. As our grand-mother Eve, who having received the promife 
of a Meffiah, thought that her firft-borne Cain muft needs have been the Man‘: 
and therefore, as pleafed with the conceit thereof, fhe faid, Z have gotten that 
Man (that famous Man, ven the Man Chrift. Jefus ) of the Lord. But fhe was 
fairely deceived: and fo are all fuch like to be, as are in like haft, and cannot 
frame with patience to wait for the Lord, as David-Pfal. 40. 1. Yea to pant, 
and fomtimes to faint, as Jeremy, with long looking after his coming. __ 

Now the God of all grace, Who hath called us to his twofold kingdom of pow- 
er, and of patience, by Pefus Chrift , after ye have fuffered awhile ( for fo you 
mult) make you perfect, fertle, ferengeaen , flablifh you. To him be glory ‘and 


power for ever and ever Amen, 


CHAP. III. 


God will owne, and honour hts Saints. 


And they foall be mine faith the Lord of Hofts , in the day 
when Imake up my Jewels &c. 


F chethree points gathered out of the former part of the 17. Verfe. Two 
are already difpatcht. Thethird now followes, j 

That Gods faithfull people fhall be gracioufly owned and acknowledged, yea 
preciovfly efteemed and accounted of inthat day. They Ball be mine, faith the 
Lord of Holts: there he ownes them, And J will make thems up as my Tewels, 
there he honours chem. ; 

I know the words are by fome , fomwhat otherwife read and rendered, as 
thus: They fhallbe tome in the day that I fhall do this (orthat I thall make or 
fer out ) fora flock. So the Geneva Tranflatgrs , after the vulgar, Vatabius, 
Pagnine, Calvin, and the whole ftreame of Interpreters. Our laft moft accurate 


Patien- 
Reg- )tie. . 
num Potens 


tig. 
Rev.1. 9 
1 Perso. 


Dott. 7 
Nota quod ip 
futari fint Deo 
Inter netpih~ 
Ataque die 
Sunm peculinm 


fit confecturus. 


Polan. 


Tranflation, after Tremelliws, Polanus and Shindler, hath it better > and nearer - 


to the naturall genuine, grammaticall.fenfe of the Originall, thus: And they pal 
be mine , faith the Lordof Hofts. In die quo confetturus fum peculinm, in the day 
that I make up my Jewels, or peculiar treafure, my proper goods and moft pre- 
cious fub{tance, my filver and my gold, my gemmes and my Jewels, the people of nsy 
parchafe (as St. Peter after the Septuagint renders it) and thofe that compre- 
hend, as it were, all my gettings: they areasit were, allhe hath, that he makes 
any account of. The Lords portion is bis people, faith Mofes , and Iacob the 
the let of bis inheritance. God istheir portion, and they are his. They his 
glory and gold, and He theirs: they are round about him, and he interchangably, 
round about them, as the mountaines are round about Jerufalem. 
their boaft of God, and God boaftsas faft of them. Haft thou confidered my 
fervant Job, that there is not fuch a man inall the earth? He avoncheth them for 

i people, high above all nations in praife, ix name, and in honour: And ‘they 
o'tother fide ( fuch a fweet correfpondency there is ) avonch bins for their God, to 
walk inhis waies, and to keep his fatutes, to fhew forth his vertues, . as examples 
of the Rule, and asa kingdome of Priefts to cover Gods altar with the calves of 
their lips, and to offer up fpirituall facrifices acceptable to God, by Jefas Chrift ; 
in whom he hath chofen them (as veffels. of honour ) before the foundation 
of the world &c. Eph. 1. 4. . 


Yyy 


They make ¢ 


SECT. 


Ades Ets ange 
gradi noy. 

I Pet.29. 
Adds Wesson 
© 


Tit.arrg 
Deut. 32.9 
Tob 22.25 


Jabar dive 
Spay ypo- 
supped. . 
move Plato, 
Deut.26.17, 
1 8,7 9. 

1. Pet.2.9 y, 
Hebrg.rs , 
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< 
Sscr. I, 
Reafon 1. 
Reaf. r. Nd that’s indeed ( fith weare here fallen uponit) the firt and chief ground 


Greevinchomi- of the point. The Lord thy God hath chofen thee to bea fpeciall people ( or, 
us. 

ft not fay as that proud herctick did in anfwer to the Apoftles quere, who 
reel ts bee to TA ? E i meip{um difcerno. For let any fhould dreame of force 


es an mn {cen faith , or previous merits, the Lord, faith Mofes, did not love or chufe 
quales fumus 


firo merit, youbecaule ye were morc or better then others, but he loved you becaute he lo- 
nofiro m e 


il: Araufi- : And out of this preventing love , he chofe you fora peculiar treafure to 
Hig eee ETT b all people Elod 19. §. The Originall word there ufed is the fame 


akd - with that in our text , and the Chalde Paraphraft expounds it by another word, 

Ye Sh ihat fignifics beloved ones. For as his love firt moved him to make us his own, 

Piisi fo being now his own, he cannot but love us. He chofe whom he would love, 

euddxi ag i and now loves fər his choife. For owneneffe makes love, Having loved his 
- Sie Beze tefta- a 


: the end he loved them, Zek, 13. 1. and therefore loved them becaufe 
He ibe if he Oi. becaufe the people of his good pleafiire , as the Angels call them Lae. 
kes 2. 14. and as Gabriel had before called Daniel a man of defires , or greatly beloved 
| ment: Chnyfoft. of God. Dan. 9. 23. : 


Ó Origenis 
plurimis lacis l 
legi In homini- SECT. IL 
bus beneplaciti : 
Sic Vulgata, In 
hominibus bone Reafon 2. 
voluntatis. 
2. She hath elected us to this high honeur of old, fohe created us to itin 
Reaf, 2. his own due time by a new and wonderfull creation. For we are bis Werke 
eet manfoip , his artificiall curious exquifite workmanfhip, whereon he beftowed like 
moinua. Ut 


quando quis Skill and induftry as he did in making mans body P/al. 139. 15. or the third hea- 


iquid opus ven, whercof he is called the efrtificer, Heb. 11. 10. and it is called not the 
hie ee work ofhis hands , but of his fingers , Pfal. 8. 4. Lo thus are we his facture or 
dum precepta  Wworkmanthi , created unto good works in Chrift Jefus , who is not afhamed to 
dite rere tile himfelf the be inning of this creation, and to fay that he planted the heavens, 
Tapiiri: and laid the foundations of the earth that he might fay to Zion , Thon art my people. 
Falura Valla. St. Paul alfo teltificth that God putteth forth the fame almighty power in the 
Rev.3-14 working of faith in us, as he did in making the world for us: that being as greata 
eas wonder asthis, and the analogy is very excellent. The firft God: creates here alfo 
as is light of knowledge + next (as on the fecond day ) the firmament of faith. 3. feas 
and trees, repentant tears , and worthy fruites. 4, the fun s heat of zeal with 

' light of knowledge. 5. fifhes to play , and fouls to Ay: fo to live and rejoycein 

a fea of troubles , and to fly heaven-ward by prayer and contemplation. 6. And, 

thefe things performed, man is made a new creature, advanced toa dominion 


overall the works of Gods hands, yea toa bleffed fellowfhip with Gods only fon, 


Prov.8.31 who rejoyceth in this habitable part of Gods earth, and his delights are with the fans 
of men, 


SECT. IIL 


Reafon 3. 
z A : : og jod 
; E hath bought ss witha price: the church is an Acheldassa a field of blod, 
Real. 3. = 3 afield purchafed with blood, not with that goodly price the Jews ase 
Zechar33 our Saviourat, the priceofa flave; but with the ózood of God, AG. 20. ae 


Tales nos amar & Jewell ) to himfelf above all people , his mere mercy making the difference. . 
€. 


a 
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For we are nor redeemed with corruptible things as fiver and goid ( poor things 
to purchate a foul wich, more likely a fair deal to drown it defperately in perdition 1 Tim.é.9 


and deftru@tion ) but with the precious blood of Chrift, as ofa lamb undefiled y T Pee.r.189 
and without {pot - who gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all ae te 
iniquity , and purify us to himfelf ( by that b/oud of fprinkling , that favedusfrom “T> 

the Deftroyer ) a peculiar people, and prefent us to himfelfa glorious church not 

having fpot, wrincle, or any fuch thing Eph. 5. 27. 
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SECT. 1111, 
Reafon 4. 


people (as St. Peter , after Beal 


arenow by agracious calling, and fpeciall priviledge become 


ods law Jfa. 

: {périt of the living 

2. whiles we walk , as examples of the hil 

uke in the midft ofa P". 


ny ts inthe world, hol- 
ding forth the word of life(as an enfigne or badge of our high and honourable 


vocation )and as an holy nation, a peculiar people, fhewing ( or preaching ) forth 
the verrues of Chrift that hath called us out of Egypt into Gothen > out Sf palpa- 


jee,l will call them my peo~ 
ple which were not my people , and clepe her belove 


upon her tore-head, earerings in her eares, anda crown ro 
Ezek; 16. 12. he decks her as a bride-groom , and asab 
with Jewels Z/a. 61. to. thus is her beauty perfe 
upon her. And herein the Lord Chrift goes beyond 
foever, Mofes marrieda blackmore, and could 
Egyptian, and could not conyert her to the 
communicates his beauty to his bride ( every gr 
wherewith Chrift is ravifhed Cant i 


ly \ hemakes him to be ofanother (i pirit then before, and to walk 
and worthy of the vocation wherewith he is called. Eph. 4.1. 


SECT. v. 
Reafon 5. 
lo » God hath already glorified his people ( fo the Apoftle doubts ñotto : 


deliver himtelt of fanifcation begun here , and to be per 
Yyyz 


ected hereafter ) fer rare 30 
them 
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them together with Christ in heavenly places , given them the earnet of their in- 
heritance fora pawn of the whole bargaine, the firft-truits of the {piritas a fore. 
tafte,a pledge of the whole harveft, garnifhed them with that grace that will one 
day be glory , nay is fo already : for what is grace but glory begun? and whatis 
giory , but grace perfe@ted ; They differ noc inkinde: but degree ouly - whence 
itis that grace isim fcripture put for glory; and glory again, is ufed for grace: 
yea that Gods people, for their graces, are called, the Glory, Efay 4.5. & 46.13. 
as having the fpirit of glory and of God refting upon them. Indeed there is a natu- 
rill glory ftampt upon the very perfons of crue Chriftians ( Colof. 2. nit.) fuch as 
thofe chat are but meer civil men cannot chufe but honour, as the Hittites did 4- 
brakim ; Thou art a Prince of God among us: nay the wicked and worft of men, 
as Peboram did the Prophet E/ifba, over whom, when fick, he wept out, O my fa- 


Ads ty Mon. Es mY Father, the borfemen of Ifrael, and charers thereof: And Malter Brad- 


Undteindica- 


fords death is faid to have been bewayled of many Papifts alfo that knew his piety 
in his life, and patience in his death - fo much honour God did him, in the con{ci- 
ences of bis very enemies. Wifdome makith the face to fhine, asit did St. Sivens, 


tur erfrientig 1 hey faw his face asthe Face of an Angel: fuch was the goedneffe of his confci- 


poins OF 


ence, his caufe, and hiscourage, And could they have feen his infide, they should 


carfe honat, have diicerned and admired a farre greater glory ; that new man, 1 mean, that new 


Malcolm, in 
AGT 
Ephefig 
Mat 4 
Cant4. 


Colof.3.3 


a Cor.4.ule, 


Luke 9.3 


Rev.2t.ir 


Ecclefia in fine 


world above-mentioned, thatafter Gcd (or according to the likeneffe of the hea- 
venly paterne ) is created in righteonfseffe and true holineffe. The tranfcendene 
beauty and bravery whereof is fuch, that che Lord Chrift himfelf, who was nothing 
moved with an offer of the glory of the whole world, profeffeth himfelf ravifhc, 
and loft, in love toward a fanctified foul. For albeit we are fanctified but in pare, 
and there be yet many flawes, and blemithes in the beft, whiles here, yet he confi- 
ders us as we are in himfeif, and as we fhall be in the ftate of perfection, (like as we 
do kings children, whiles yet in their nonage. ) For when Chrift, who is our life 
fhall appear, then fhall we alfo appear with him in glory. Ifrael, in the mean- while, 
is his glory, E/ay 46. 13. a crown and a diadem in the hand of Jehovah, actually 
poffeft of heaven aforehand, as it were by turf and twig, Job. 5.24. 1 Poh. 3. 14. 
And albeit the Saints have not yet attained to the full degree of the fhining bright- 
neffe of their immortali happineffe, yet fiom glory ro glory they fhallbe tranf- 
formed and tranflated, till ac length they become like the Ancient of dayes. 
It doth no. yet appear, faith Saint Jobn, what wee foall bee, (hence the world 
fo much miftakech, and mifufeth us ) but we know that when he foall appear, we foall 
1 bce Like him, in the quality of our glory, though not in an equality, 1 fob. 3.2. 
For we fhail fhine as che moft radiant Jewels and Jafpers Rev.21.11. Nay that’s noe 
all: we fhall fhine as the firmament, with its glittering furniture, Dax. 12.3. nay as 
the Sun in his ttrength, AZar.13.43. nay like Chrift the Sun of righteoufne's,Cel.3.4. 
And this 1. In regard of our fouls, which fhall be filled with knowledge, wif- 
dome, purity, as the ayris with light, 1 Cor. 13. 11. Adofesand Elias appeared 
in the tranffiguration, and conferred with Chrift, concerning his death : the myfte- 
ry whereof they under{tood far better now, then when they: were in the flefh. 
2. Inregard of our bodies,which though now muddy and maffy,fhall then fhine as 
tran{parent-glaffe,or cleareit chryftall : partly from the glory about them,andpartly 
trom the fpirit within them, (asalanthorne fhines from the candle put into it)be- 
ing clarified from all dregs,fathioned like Chrifts moft glorious body. the ftandard) 
in re(pect of incorruption and immortality » beauty and brightneffe, grace and fa- 


feculi expetit SYD ftrength, and nimbleneffe, majefty, and fach Angelicall excellency, as fhall 


guod in Chrifli 


corpore pre- 
monfiraium 
eft. Aug. 
Ialyycarce. 
Ubi tu Cains 


render them rather like heavenly fpirits then earthly bodies, for the furpafling glo- 
ry that fhallbe put upon them. Laftly, for our totum compofitum, the whole per- 
fon together confidered ; Every true Chriftian is the fpoufe of the Lamb, and fo 
actually invefted into his dignity, and made partaker of his glory. Tor Uxor fulget 
radiis mariti (it’s a Maxim in the civil law ) the wife fhines with the beams of 


> . a 
ibiegs Cañas her husband ; and whatever he hath, fhe hath; all isin common between them : 


x Cor.3.21, 
22 


fo that ag Lucher faith, there is nothing differenceth man and wife but fex onely. 
Think the fame to be truein the myfticall marriage betwixt Chrift and his people. 
Al is yours, becaule you are Chrifis: His treafures, riches, beauty, glory, power, 
kingdome, all is yours, fo farre as you are capable. For you fhall bee nexe unto 

Chrift, 
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Chrift, Luk, 22. 30. yea one with Chrift, Joh. 17.21. even as He and the Father 


are one: and fo above the mow glorious Angels : for are they noc ail miniftering Bucan.loc.cons 


pirits, fent forth to minifter to chem that fhall be heirs of falvation, Heb. 1. 14 ? 
This ( according to fome ) the devil and hisblack guard (once bright Angels ) could 
not brook, or bring’their hearts to, and therefore fell (through envy and malice to 
the known truth, 7ob. 8. 48.) from their firft eftace,and left their own habitation to 
dweliin darkneffe, rather then they would endure to honour fuch a Mordecai as 
man, aclod of clay: a bag of wind, fo poor a thing, merely made up of foul and 
foil, of breath and body (a puff of wind the one, a pile of duft the other ) nay now 
fince the fall, a very mixture and compound of dirt and finne. But whether the 
devil will or no, the Church fhall be brought unto the king in raiment of needle- 
work : the virgins her companions alfo fhal be brought, unto him. With gladneffe 
and i¢joycing fhallthey be brought, they fhallenter into the kings palace, and be 
fer on bis right hand (a place of dignity and fafety) in whofe prefence is ful- 
neife of joy ,and at whoferight hand there are pleafures for evermore. For quali- 
ty, cher’s joy and gladneffe: tor quantity, a fulneffe of both : for certainty at Gods 
right hand, and for perpetuity, for evermore. 


Secr VI. 
Ot fill be far otherwife with the wicked. 


Ow for Application : this in the firft place, is no goad newes to the wicked 
Nix perfecute Gods people, and caft dirt on his Jewels, to hear that they fhail 
one day be fo dearly acknowledged, and highly honoured by the God of heaven, 
Tor as ina pair of buckets, when the oneis at well top, the other is down at 
bottom, as when D.:ed grew ftronger and ftronger, the honfe of Saul waked wea- 
ker and weaker : and as Afordecaies rife was Ham.us downfal : fo when God thall 
make up his Jewels, he fhall put away the wicked ofthe earth as droffe and of- 
fcouring, and when foever he doth beft to his chofen, then doth he wortt of alf 
toreprobates. This is fo conftant a thing with God,that could we but go as far 
back with the fect of our mindes as Gods decrees, and then come hand in hand with 
him again, and view all his particular acts of Execution, we fhould foon fee, that 
when heis chufing the one, heisrefufing the other, when he is redeeming one, 
he is renouncing another, when he ts comforting one, he is terrifying another, when 
he is converting the one, he is hardning the other, when heis rewarding one, he 
isrevenging another, when he is quickning one, he is killing another, when fa- 
ving one,he is damning another. And yet all his works are holy, and juft and good, 
though he do not alwayes( as often he doth) give areafon of his. proccedings. 
Job.33-13. This day ofthe Lord, here mentioned in the text, wherein (God thall 
mercifully make up his Jewels) asic fhall be to them a day of light,life, liberty, 
profperity, and victory Chip.4.1,2,3- fo fhall it beto the wicked, a day of black- 
neffe and darkneffe, for it fhall burn chem asanoven, and themfelves fhalbe as 
ftubble, whereof neither root nor ftalk fhall be left untou he, but all turned to 
afhes, (in the day that I fhall do this, faigh the Lord) under the feet of thofe that 
fear myname. Then fhall the fiers in Sion be afraid, horvour (hall farprize the 
hypocrites, who fhall run away with thofe fad wordsintheir mouths. 77o among (t 
as hall dwell with the devosvi.g fire > who ameng ft ns (hall dwell with everlafting 
be:nings ? But whither alaffe will they run from him that is every where ? If to 
the creature, ahorfe isa vain thing for help, the Egyptians aremen and not God, 
their horfes Aeth and not fpirit &c. If to the creatour , he doth utterly difclaim 

and difewn them : for if any have not the fpirit of Chrift the fame is none of his, be 
he whofe he will be. Thefe indeed, fhall be mine, faith the Lord of Hofts &c. fuch a 
good man I know,and fuch a godly woman ]jknow,but who are ye? Then fhall they 
fay unto him, Lord, Lord, have not we prophefied in chy name,and eat and drank 


in thy prefence , chat is communicated at thy table, and heard thee teaching in, 


our ftreets. But he 0’ to’cher fide will as deeply difavow them, as they do boldly 
i Yyy3 lay 
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jay claim to him : for then willl profeffe to them I never knew you, depart from 


me ,ye that work iniquity. And if they fhail offer yet to makerequeft for their 


lives with Hams: , aud to {peak fer themlelves, as once thofe Ifraelites, we have. 


finnen, do thowunto us, whatloever feemeth good unto thee, deliver us onely, we 
pray chee, this day ; he will antwer them according to the idols of their hearts, as 


he did chote ofold, and fay, Ye huve forfaken me, and ferved other gods : where- 


Jore iwtldchver you no more, goandcryto the gods that your felves have chofen, 
ler siem deliver yoz inthe dty of your tribulation : than the which I know aot what 
more dreadful or direful fentence can poflibly fall from Gods holy mouth, unleffe it 
be that laft irrevocable doom ofdamnation, go ye curfed &c. At the firft hearing 
whereof,¢ heir very heart ftrings fhal crack, and their hearts fall afunder in their bo- 
fums, like drops of water. Well were it with the wicked in that day , if they 
migh¢ trudge directly on to damnation , and not be forced to fee the tace of the 
Judge, that they have bufferted, and to hear his voice that they have defpifed. But 
(alaife for their mifery ! ) it may notbe. For after that all in vain, they have ti- 
red out the deafrecks and mountains, with cheir continuate cryings, Fall upon sts, 
cover ws, bide us,dafh us, and quafh usto pieces, grinde us ro powder, do any 
thing to difpatch us, they muft perforce, in perfon, meafure che place and race of 
judgement. Jt ts appointed for all men once todie and after death judgement. Nota 
man that fleeps in che duft of death, but muft needs awake, fome to everlafting 
hfe, and preferment, and fome to fhame and everlafting contempt ; as thofe 
that have all their evildeeds, asit were written in their fore-heads, fo that all fha 
fee and fay, Behold the man, and behold his works. Thefe and thefe things haft 
thou done, will the Judge then lay, and I kept filence ; thou thoughteft thar I was 
altogether fuch as chy felf, but I will fet thee down, and fet them down in an or- 
der before thee to thy pérpetua! confufion. As the word goeth forth of the kings 
mouth their faces fhall gather blackneffe,and be covered as Hamens, and themfelves 
fhall be {peechleffe. They fhall be confounded, and troubled forever, they fhall be 
pur to fhame and perifh. That men may know thar he , whofe name is Jehovah, is 
the moft high over all che earth. Pfal.83.17,18. Enoch foretold this day of judge- 
ment before Noah foretold the flood. That day is longer ere it comes, but fhall be 
more terrible when it is come. 


Secr. VII. 
Terrour to thofe that fee themfelves againf® the Saints. 


Ganar Doth the Lord gracioufly own and honour all that fear his name ? how 
fhould this terrifie and take offali thofe dogged dogs, andbedlam Belialifts, 
that offer any manner affront or offence to fuch ? fith how mean foever and mi. 
ferable in the worldseye, they are dearly beloved of God as Daniel, highly fa- 
voured inheaven, as A4ary, dearlings to the Almighty, as David,fatre to God as Moa 
Jes,andnot only faithful as he in al Gods houfe as fervants,but fuch as have a naile & 
aname there bester then of fons and of daughtersE fay 58.5. For they are rhe firft-born 
whofe names are written in heaven, as free denifons : yea, they are heires of God and 
coheires with Chrift, who is not afhamed to call them brethren, fellows, friends, 
favorites, any thing, every thing that may evidence the dear refpects he bears un- 
to them. Now were it a wife-mans part to fallout with the Kings favourite ? to 
lowre upon his fon and heir? to deface his picture, to tread under foot his Jewels, 
to {pit upon his royal robe, or imperial diadem ? How was Balaam flain by the Lord, 
for but wifhing evil to his Ifrael ? Goliath for but defying his hoft? Nabal forre- 
viling his David, which was [candalum Magnatum, and in the new Teftament tera 
med blafphemy ? How was Cain fchooled for but {cowling upon Abel ? and Laban 
threatened for but following after Jacob ? and Abimelech plagued for but an unwit- 
tingabufe to Abraham? Thus he fuffered none to do them wrong, yea, he reproved 
even kings for their fakes Pfal.105. 14. will ye know the reafon? he remembred 
his covenant to Abraham, and his oathto Ifrael, ver.8.9. 


There 
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There is a ftraight league betwixt God and his people , fuch as was that be- 
twixt fehofaphat and Ahab, nay fuch as pafled betwixt David and Abiatbar. Look 
what Daved faid onceto him, thefame faith god to his. Abide then with me, 
Jeare not : for be that feeketh my life, feeketh thy life, but with me fhalt thou be in 
fafeguard, He is aSun, faiththe Pfalmift, to refreth his people, anda fhield to 
fhelter them. Asthe fhield is betwixt the body and the dart, fo is God betwixt his 
peopleand their hurt. He carrieth them on his wings, asthe Eagle doth her 
‘yong ; fo that there is no wounding of them but through his fides,nay no touch- 
ing of them, but yecouch the apple of his Eye. 

As the eyeis vexed with the leaft mote that gets into it, fo is he with the 
leaft indignity done to his people. 1f Sax/ tread upon the leaft toe in Chrifts myfti- 
call body, the head will try out from heaven, why hurteft thou me? If Rabha- 
keh raile upon Hezekiah, Againft whom haf thon railed, faith God, and whem 
haft thew provoked to wrath? even the Holy one of Ifrael. In pufhing at any of 
thefelively ftones in Gods temple, men {purne at the corner-ffone it felf, and fo 
kick againft the prickes. In offending the leaft of Chrifts little ones, they pre- 
fently proclaim open war againft Him: who keepeth all thcir bones, bottles up 
all their teares, yea numbreth all their haires, not one of them is diminifhed, but 
he accounts himfelf damnified. Youknow how dearly the proud Ammonites 
paid for the hair they fhaved off from Davids fervants. And fhall not the fon 
of David avenge his own clect, though he beare long with them ? He keepeth 
the very fect of his Saints, faith holy Hannah, and chargeth his angels with 
them, to beare them in their hands, left atany time they dah their feet againft 
aftone. H they ftumble and fall; yet they thall get up againe: for the Lord puts 
under his hand P/a/. 37. 24. Yea the everlafting armes are underneath Dent. 
33- 27, They that (wear by God and Malchom {hall fall (as old Eli did ) and 
never rife againe: but the Saints of God , though Jefephelike, they fall into a 
Pit, yet, asprifeners of hope, they [bal come forth , by the blood of the covenant. 
Zach. 9. 10. Good Mordecat, a Jew, may fall before a Perfian and get up 
againe ; yea prevaileand profper. But if wicked Haman begin to fall before 
a Jew, ( thatis in covenant with God ) he can neither ftay when he ftumbles, 
nor rife when he is down. God himfelf is fo far interefted and ingaged in the 
quarrels of fach (as I was faying erewhile ) that who fo toucheth them, touch- 
eth the ball of his Eye. The cycisa tender part we know, and a {mall matter 
offends it. Gad is every whit as choice and as chary of his people, as a manis 
of his eyes. Nowa good thump on the back is better borne thena light touch 
onthe eye. Take heed, I advite you, how you meddle with Gods Eye, left 
you heare of him to yourcoft, For although we muft tarne other check alfo, 
yet he will nor take a blowon the eye for the ptoudeft of themall. No man 
will ftand ftill while his eyes are pecked out, much leffe willGod. Thog know- 
ef , faith dying David to hisfon Solomon, what Ieab did to me. He meancth it 
of the flaughtcrof Abnerand Amafa , Which David appropriats, and makes it 
-his own cafe. The foveraigne is fmitten in the fubject, neither is it other then 


. juft, that the arraignement of mean Malefa@ours runs, inthe ftile of wrong co 


to the Kings Crowne and dignity. Gods people are his crowne, let none pre- 
fame to attempt againft it: his dignity , his glory, let none tarne it into Joame 
Pfal. 4. 3. His pearles, letno {wine trample them, his holy things, let no dogs 
prorane them, byholding their lives madneffe, and their ends withont honcur, 

y {peaking bafely of their perfons, actions, fufferings, asif they were vile and 
inglorious. It was an heavy indi&ment doubtleffe Pfal.a4, 6. You have fban 
med the connfell of the poore, becanfe the Lord is his refuge. Thus thofe mifcre- 
ants, that mocked and railed at Chrift upon the croffe, upbraided him not with 
any evili, but only for the good he had done in faving others, for his truf in God, 
and prayers to God. Thus alfo they deale with David, they that render evill for 
good, are mine adverfaries ( or hate me like divels } and why? Beceufe I do the 
thing thar geedis, And the very truth is, that were wicked mens infides turned 
outward, it would wellappeare, that when they difgrace thofe that make con- 
icience of their waies under the infamous names of puritans, fingularitans, zelots, 
and the like termes of reproach, it is for the good that is in them, and for the true 
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The Righteous mans Recompence. 


*glory that God hath ftamped upon their perfons and performances. This favours 


itrongly of the Devill of hell, whofe property it is to hate and periccute any foot- 
ftep of Gods holy image , where-ever he finds it (as the Tigre if he fee but the 
picture ofa man , he flies upon it and tears itto peeces ) And it proves mentobe 
the pofterity of Cain, the devils Patriarch, as one calls him » who was of that Wicke 
ed one ( of the ferpents feed ) and flew bis brother, And wherefore flew he kim , but 
becaufe his own works were evill , and his brothers good ? That wasall the quarrell 
then , and is ftill. All that véperous brood bear an aking tooth to the better fort ; 


they do malicionfly and mortally hate all holy impreffions of grace wrought upon - 


any by the fanctifyiag fpirit , though they reftrain fometimes the expreffion and 
exercife of this hatred for advantage and in policy ,'by accident ; and for by-re- 
{pects , it may be. : 


Sect. 8. 9.10. 


Exhortationto honour them that fear the Lord: and what Erene 
canfe men have and foall babe foro do. 


i us that know and profeffe better things approve our felves to be of the fa- 
mily of heaven, and followers of God, as dear children by contemning a vile 
perfon, though never fo gloriousa magnifico in the worlds cye and cfteem. but 
hononring them that fear the Lord, though never fo much under- prized and vilipen- 
ded by the wicked of the earth. This is a note of Gods hovthold-tervant P/ad. 
15. 4. and ofone that hath fhare in Chrifts kingdome , wherein the vile perfon 
Shall no more be called liberall , nor the charle bountiful, Efay 32. 5. Farther 
would we have boldnelfe in that laft andgreat day , and be able to lift up our fax 
ces before the fon of man, Ict love be pertc& in us toward the brotherhood » loving 
them intruth , and for the truths fake , and being ready to ferve the faints in love 
to walh, yea to kiffe their very feet, and to lay down our lives for the brethren if 
called thereunto. And becanfe this can never be done, except men fee more in 
them then ordinary to move them ; labour and learne to know the price of a faint. 
and to efteem them very highly in love, for their worths fake. The Jews tell 
‘us, and truly , that thofe feventy fouls that went with jacob -into Egypt were as 
much worth as all the feventy Nations of the world befides. It is not for nothing 
( fure ) that the faints are called Al things Celof, 1. 20. and Every creature Mar. 
16. 15. and the falt of the earth, that keep the reft from putrefying the fubftanceand 
fupport of the earth, that keep the reft trom fhattering, Z bear 4p thepilars of it 
faith David, and the Zanocent delivereth the Ifland, faith Eliphaz. lob. 22. 30. i 
For their fakes it is that God {pares and profpers the wicked ashe did Laban 
for Iacebs fake , Potiphar for Iofephs , Sodom for Lots » when they were carried 
captiveby Kederlaomer, Whereas elfe he would make a fort work upon the earth,. 
Rom. 9, 28. Ifthe mourners were once marked , and fet fafe out of harmes way, 
he would foon fay to the Angell, Smite and fare not. Look what Elipa once 
faid to-Fehoram King of Ifracl , the fame faith God toall ungodly perfons, Surely 
were it not thatIregard the ‘prefence of Jehofaaphat the good king of Judah, F 
would not look toward thee, nor fee thee. Add hereunto, that God not only 
{pareth , andbletfeth, but alfo graceth and gifteth the wicked with excellent abili- 
ties and endowments for his peoples behoof and benefit: as Seal with afpirit of 
government for Ifraels fake , and of prophecy, for Davids fafety: the Egyptians 
with Jewels for the ufe of the fan@uary, and thofe that fhallhear , Depart ye, 
with the power of prophefying and doing miracles for the . Churches ufe and bene- 
fic: Nay more, the wicked fhalt bea ranfome for the righteous, and the tranf- 
greffour for the upright. Thus God gave Egypt, for Ifracls ranforne Ufa. 43+ 3540 
L gave Ethiopia and Seba for theese And why? Since thon waft preciom in my 


jight thon haft been honourable , and I have loved thee: Therefore wili I give men for 


thee , and people for thy life. Thus isthe righteous delivered out of trouble , and 
the wicked comes in his {tead. Prov. 11.8, 


SECT. 


Daaa aaa 


The Righteous mans Recompence. 


Secr. IX, 


H but we fee it otherwife often , thatthofe you call righteous are not delive- 
Or And what more fure then fight? ` a 7k : 

_ Firft, fight (though the moft certain fente ) may bé deceived about its own 
objet , if it want a clear middle. For example: A man behọlds a ftaff, part 
through the clear ayre, and part through thedark water , and fo deems it crooked, 
when indeed it is ftraight: So the purblind world beholding the Chriftian life 
thorough the dark middle of prejudice, judgeth it miferableand difconfolate: not 
knowing that to the rightcous there arifeth light out of darkneffe, joy out of grief, 
good out of evill, comforts out of croffes, and thofe equivalent to deliverances. 
Thofe mentioned in that little book of Martyrs Heb. 11. though tortured and 
tympanized, yet they would not be delivered , that they might obtain a berter-re- 
jurrection, Itwas never merrier with the three children then inthe midft of the 
furnace where the fon of God was walking with them. Jacobs heart was never fo 
lightas when his head lay hardeft. oo 

Secondly , there isa double deliverance: One keeping us from the evill, and 
another keeping us under it , that it fhall not hold us, much leffe hurt us. And 
this later way , at leat , every of Gods Jewels is made up and delivered. For, 
though ye have layne among the pots , all burnt and {wooty , yee foal ye be as the 
wings of a dove covered with filver, and her feathers of yellow gold. Delivered then 
the sighteous are, we fec , though nor delivered. That they are not here fully. 
freed from trouble, they may thank themfelves inagrcat meafure. Forasthe 
fubjzCtion of the creature to us depends upon our fubjection to God; and our 


peace with men upon our keeping peace with him, Job 5. 23. So our {ubjection, 


to God, and peace with him here being only inchoate and imperfe&, we recover, 
our fafety from the creatures and peace with men, but ‘ih part, and unperfedtly. 
But look what is wanting therein , is recompenfed with fpirituall peace even here, 
Jeb. 16 23. how much more hereafter ? 


And iay that God füffer his Jewels to be'killed all day long , and counted as. 


fheep to the fliughter: yet precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of hee faints ; 
and neither life, nor death , fhall funder them from Gods love in Chrift Jefus. So 
that if they ’{cape not his fword withour, yet they fhall {cape the terroùr within 3 
which is that that fets an edge upon the {word , and makes it enter into the foul. 
The godly man fhall be able in the worft times to call his foul to reft with Da- 
vid, andtocomfurt himfelf in the Lord his God ina common combuttion , then. 
when others fhall be at their wits ends , and even mad again for the fight of their 
eyes, and perplexity of their fpirits. Death, he knowes isthe work that can be- 
fall him , ‘and thar ( ever fince it ran through the veins of Chrift crucificd ) is fo 
{weetened unto him , that he is little or no whit amazedat the fore-going gripes, 
which are but asthe throwes of Child-birth, by which the foul is borne out of 
this lothfome body into endleffe felicity. Oh therefore the fafety and dignity 


_ of a true Chriftian, whom very pain cafech, whom death reviveth, whom 
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diffolution uniteth , whom laftly his very corruption preferveth , and fin glo- 


rificth ! 
As for our full deliverance from all annoyances, we Lrone within our felves 
and with patience wait forit , even the redemption of onr bedics Rom. 8. 23, 24. 


_ And when that happy day once begins to fhine forth, then look up if ever, for 


Jour redemprion draweth nigh, Lac. 21. 28. The Lord Chrift will then liftup 
your heads as Pharaoh did bis Butlers , take you from the prifon to the palace. , 
and reftore yon to yosir aacient honours and offices loft in Adam: as to be Kings, 
Priefts'5 Judges, Benchers &c, He fhall fay unto you then as once to Ifrael , Be- 
hold Twill tetele you after your old eftates , and will do better unto you then at 
your b-g nnings, and ye fhall know thet Iam the Lord. This ‘meditation fetled 
David xceedingly Pfal. 17. wheré having fpoken of the men of this. world , 


Pectatum tae 
metfi non bo~ 
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Ezek.36.1i 
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whch have their portion here „` he prefently fabjoynes', As for me , T hall behold. 
thy facein righteon{nes, 1 foall be fatisfied when ILaWwake ( that is, out of the duftof - 


death > 


e 
y 
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Job 19.25,26 been overwhelmed with floods of afigion. J kwow that my Redeemer liveth, Œc. 
And though after my skin Worms deftroy this body, yet in my flefo I foall fee God. 
Daniel 12,1, 2. Though things be otherwife darkly delivered, yet when the Jews 
were to lofe land and life, chen plainly the Refurrection is named. And Heb. 11 35. 
- we read of fome that were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might 
Joh.11.24 obtain a better.refurrection. J kyow, faith Martha, that my brother foall rife at 
the Kefurveien,at the Cox/olatien, faith the Syriack Tranflater. And well he might 
call it the Confolation to the righteous, for thefe prerogatives and priviledges that 
fhall befall all fuch in that day. 


SECT, X. 


I. © Erk, a glorious refurrection of their dead bodies, by vertue of the myftical 
F Union they have with Chrift. The bodies of the Saints, though fundred from 
their :ouls for a feafon, are not feparated atal! from Chrift, as neither was Chrifts 
body fundred from his Deity, when laid in the grave. A fubltance there is ftill pre- 
ferved, by a fecret influence, proceeding from Chriftasa head. This fubftance is 
( by rotting in the grave ) refined, and thali by che fame influence be raifed incor- 
ruptible. his rotting of the body is but as the rotting of corn under the earth, 
that it may fhoot up into an harveft, or as the melting of a battered piece of plate 
in the fire, that ic may be broughcforch of a better fafhion. Hence they are faid 
to fleep, and to fleep in fefus, and to be dead in Chrift, who fhall raife our vile bo- 
dies, and make them like unto his glorious body, &c. like unto the Angels in hea- 
ven, Mat 22.30. nay like unto God himfelf, whom they thall referable as children 
Luke 20.36 do their father. Hence they are called, children of the refurrettion, in alike fence, 
as when God raifed up Jefus again, he faid, (asthe Apoftle Paul applesit) ‘Thos 
= NS art my Son, this day have I begotten thee, Ail, 13.3. Reprobates alfo {hall rife 
Pfal.ı 5.pro again ( though fome of the Ancients, grounding upon that, P/al. 1. 5. thought 
me oiled oe otherwife ) but after an other manner, by another mean, and for another dnd, 
divin ayasi They fhall be drage’d, as imalefaGtours out of the prifon of the grave, and driven 
` goyrasunde before Chrifts tribunall,by vertue of his judiciary power,and of the curfe of the law, 
Pofted emana- to be tumbled thence into torment, Kev. 1.7. but the Elect thall be railed, as mem- 
Peale bers of Chrifts body, by vertue derived from his Refurrection » 1 Cor. 15. 20, 
refaros nega- 22, 45> 
Mali refurgent, fed non beneficio refurr. Chrifti, fed illius malediflionis vi quo die comederis, m-rieris, ad condemnatio- 
nem. Malcolm, ` 
Qe A fecond priviledge they thall then have, is priority in the Refurrection: for 
the dead in Ghrift foall rife firft, and thofe that are alive and remain fhall be caught 
up, together with them, in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 1 Thef.4.16,17. 
2, Thirdly elevation, or lifting up the head for joy, when all the wicked thall wail 
Reveli. for wo, and look gaftly : their hearts failing them for fear of what will follow. The 
Sf orTa x godly fhall then ftand before the Son of man, with much courage and confidence, 
mace Rom. 8, 33,34. Luk, 21. 36. 
avat. ? 
Confiftaris, À. ite apparentis ut judicis vultam dy fententiam fuftinere pofitis, Bega, 


Fourthly, Collection by the Angels, who fhall eafily difcern them from the reft, 
Mat.24 as the fervants of the houfe do their matters harveft, or as the corn from the tares: 
their lively looks alfo fhall diftinguifl chem. 

5. Fifthly, Affumption, to meert the Lord in the air, and afcenfion in a cloud, in 

tThef4 16, manner as Chrift himfelf afcended. For as birds being hatched do flie lightly up into 

- 37: theair, which being egges were a heavy and flimy matter: fo the bodies of Gods 

Zanch.deoper. Elect ( which by nature are maffie and ponderous ) being hatcht, as it were, by the 

Dei. Refurrection, fhall be made pure, powerfull, nimble, and able to mount up into the 
heavens. : 

Sixthly 


The Righteous mans ‘Recompence. pay 
Sixthly Aggregation, or gathering together to the figne of the Son of man that 6, 
flag, not of defiance, but of deliverance, that he fhalt then han gour, thofe colonts Manes 


', thas he fhall chen difplay for an ctifigne or royal ftandard , that his people Carwr. Hif. . 


may repdir unto, for to give battle to the enemy, buti to fhare with the chii In Mac 
Conqueronr, to divide thefpoil, and take part inthe. triumph. 2. Cor.2: 14. 7g Be retpes. 

Seventhiy, Collocation, or placing them at his right hand, as Solomon did his mo- Churn Hees 
ther for honour-fake, when the. goats fhall be on the left. Mah. 25.33. where ?Cor-2.14, 
our Saviour feems toallade to that in Dewt. 29. 11. where the fix free-born tribes ` 7- 
bleffe the people from mount Gerizim on the right hand, and the fix other curfe 
from mount Ebalon the left. - : 

' Eightly, Inchoation, or taking beginning of the judgement from them. For 8. 
the feparation being made, then fhall the kin fay (firft) tothem on the right Math.25.34. 
hand, (ome ye bleffed, &c. glad to fee them, as facob onceto fee Jofeph, or as ever yi arTe 
any father to fee his childe, thathad been long abfenr, Thus, as judgement here nibilad eam 
began at Gods houfe, infomuch as the righteous Scarcely were faved :{o there , the falutem poffit 
judicial fentence fhall take beginning from the righteous, who {hall thenceforth @™plis defi- 
be faved with a mighty falvation: to the utmoft Heb..7.25. s ESOT ani Beza. 

Ninthly, Commemoration or an-honourable recital of all their good parts,and `g 
practifes (as once of that good womans that watht his feet with her tears, and wiped Luk.7. 
them with the hair of her head) together with an open declaration of all their 4 
righteou{nefle defired or done 3 Cor.5.10 and that with fuch fervency of affection 
in che judge, that he will fee and fet forth nothing but their goodneffe, not fo much 
as once mentioning their faults and frailties A4ath.25.34 to 41. Forin this day of 
making uphis Jewels, he will {pare them asa man Spares his own fon that ferveth , 
him : their good works onely thall follow them. Rev.14.13. 

Tenthly Pronunciation of that fweeteft fentence of abfolutions Come ye bleffed of _ 10- 
my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the foundation of the Math.25.34. > 
world. A fpeech that breathes out nothing elfe but crowns, f{cepters , kingdoms 
glories, beauties, Angelical entertainments, beatifical vifions-, unutterable ex- 
itafies, fweeteft varieties, felicities, ecernities. Ao o 

Laftly, Execution of the fentence, and firft upon the wicked. For although 11+ 
the godly fhallfirft be fentenced, yer the wicked fhall firit be executed, and all 
for the faints fake.. : 

1. That they may rejoyce when they fee the vengeance, being wholly fwallow- 
edup with a zeal of Gods glory P/2l.58.10. and 79-19, 

2. That they may more fully acknowledge the greatneffe of their own felicity, 


450 
4 ; 


-in the fight of the others remedileffe mifery.For thefe bal £0 away into everl sing pue 


nifhment, into eternity of extremity,but the righteous into life everlafting Mat.25.45. 
They fhall not onely fit with Chrift as Affeffours and approvers of thisrighteous 
fentence, but the judgement once ended, they fhal! triumphantly afcend with him 
into heaven, and there enjoy the moft exquifit and unmixed pleafures, the high- 
eft pitch of preferment, plenty without want, and fulneffe without fatiety. For Rev.6.9,t0, © 
their apparrel it fhallbe long white robes (wafhed in the blood of the lamb) fuch 
as betoken perfect purity, clarity , dignity ,and feftivity. For their habitati- 
tion, they are ftately Manfions in a lightfom city. For their company, the facred’ 
Trinity , the glorious Angels, che crowned Saints, And ifit be fuch an honour to yoh.y 42 
converfe. familiarly with kings, and great perfenages, whatis it then with the Rev.21. 23+ 
King of glory, and all thofe heavenly courtiers, to enjoy the company of the 
blefled Patriarches, Prophets, A pofties, Martyrs, Confeffours, our deareft friends 
and acquaintance, whom it is probable we fhall know, as ‘Adam did his wife 7 
upon the firft fight in paradife, and as Peter and Iohn did Mofes and Elias in that asp, Tin 
glimps ofheavens glory they had inthe monnt?Sure it is,we fhai perfe&lylove them partidu 
asour felves, and rejoycein their happineffe, as much as in ‘our own, whereby xaladens | 
our joyes fhall be according to their innumerable number, multiplied and increafed. 2 Aol iits 

Next for their dignity, and glory, they thall fit upon Chrifts throne with palms dre: Cin pe: 
in their hands,and crowns on their heads. Now beyond the exeellency of acrown ~~ | 7 
mortal mens wifhes extend not. Bit the crown we are {peaking of is a crown of 
glory  Per.5.4. A crown of tighteoufneffe. 2 Tim. -4.8. Acrown of life Ians. ` 
X. 12. an incorruptible erown I Cor.g. 25, A crown not confifting of fome pre- ` 
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The Righteous mans Recompence, 
ious thing without us, but of royal excellency , fuch as wherewith our fouls and 
bodies bedight and adorn’d fhall gue thine the fun in his ftrength: what fhall I fay 
more ? butindeed why do I fay fo much? For as one being asked what God was, 
anfwered, Si (cirém, Deus effens. So if I fhould undertake to defcribe heave vit 
were requifit, thar I fhould have “been at heaven. And yet he that fiad been 
there (St. Pax! I mean)could fay no more then that he had heard there wordlefS 
words, words unfpeakable , not poffible to be uttered. And when he doth fpeak 
of heavens happineffe, he commonly ufeth atranfcendent kinde of expreffion, as 
finding words too weak for fuch a purpofe. a ; a 
Lo thus fhallit be done tothe man whom the king immortal will honour in 
theday when he makes up his Jewels. Confider him well, as God bad the devil 
do Job, and know that there is none like him in the whole earth again. Goe forth 
(faith the fpoufe) and behold King Solomon, with the crowns wherewith his 


` mother crowned him, in the day of his efpoufals. So fay I, behold the godly 
- Chriftian as crowned with all the forenamed priviledges and prerogatives : look 


upon him as once the city of Shufhan did upon Mordecai when the king 


- would do him honour, and then cell me whom you have to efteem and account of, 
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to fet upand fide with, to prize and prefer in your beft affections and expreffions: 
Notthe rich, but the righteous, not the great, but the gracious, not the worlds 
minions, though never fo accomplifhed with all the ornaments of nature, art, pol- 
licie, preferment, but Gods Jewels and darlings , righteous and religious 
perfons, thofe excellent ones of the earth, inwhom was all Davids delight, and 
fhould be ours alfo. Defpife them not for their outward meanneffe : the true trea- 
fure is carried in earthen veffels, and there may be a precious pear! in a leathern 
purfe : Join Baptift had a girdle of skin about his loins,and Elias was a rough hairy 
man, for his outward habit it was courfe and homely. Thofe ancient worthies 


" went abort the world in [hipskins and goat-skins , but they were likethe Ark whofe 


out-fide was of goats-hair, and badgers skins, but the infide pure gold. Chrift 
himfelf whom that Ark typified, was hid for awhileunder the carpenters fon. The 
carnal Capernaites could fee nothing in him more then in another man, how can 
this man,faid they, give us his fleth to eat? he had no form,nor comlineffe, faith that 
Evangleical Prophet , and when we fhall feehim, there isno fuch beauty that we 
fhould defire him. And yetin him the God-head dwelt bodily, that is, perfonally : 
end inhim were hid all the treafures of wifdom and worth Colof.2. And the like 
may be faid of many a poor Chriftiancaft out by the world as unworthy their 
company or countenance , but readily received, and highly honoured by God him- 
felf the bleffed fpirit, and all men that have their fenfes exercifed to difcern good 
and evil. But asthe root of Zefe was rugged and unfightly , fo are his branches, 
many of them. Howbeit the kings danghter is all glorious within, that’s her com- 
fort, black fhe is, but comly as the curtains of Solomon, asthe tents of Kedar which 
were rough, but rich, as pitcht in the deferts of Arabia. Gods fervants are called 
his Hidden ones. According tothe fafhion of the wealthy, he pleafeth himfelf in 
hidden treafure. It is enough that his own eyes behold his Jewels, and fuch to whom 
the father fhewes them. Theideots of the world fera very low rate,a light price 
upon Gods precious ones: but its all the wit they have, for wifdom is above to the foo- 
li'h, faith Sslomon,he cannot skill ofit. Ie fufficech to wifdom that the is juftified of 
her children, who know how to do her reverence, in what garb foever fhe pleafe to 
fhew her felf. 7 kzow thy poverty faith Chrift to one of the feven churches, but that’s 
nothing. God hath chofen the poor of this world,rich in faith, to be heires of his 
kingdom in Chrift. Who can have the face to defpife any one for his outward wants 
and indigence, when Abraham the father of the faithful, and heir of the world,had 
not a foot of land, that he could callhisown, more then a burying-place ? when 


© Chrifts mother was not wealthy enough to bring a lamb for her purification ? when 


TesCaroy 
xevoey 
Syllanum vo- 
cabat Cafar. 
Dio. 

Ad12. 


Chrift himfelf had not twentypence at hand to pay the tribute mony,nor a pillow to 


`: reft his head on, when tired out with hard toile and travel? And who o’’other-fide 


would admire any for his worldly wealth and outward magnificence,when Pharaohs 
horfes had coftly trappings (47⁄r.1,8.and the Midianites camels hađ'chaines of gold 
about their necks? Zudg.8.26. when Dives ruffles in his filkes every day, and Herod 
glitters inhiscloth of filver: who yet to the eye of heavenly wifdom were no bet: 


ter 


_God at that day. It will. go to the hearts of ungodly men 
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ter then fo many ftinking carcafes ftuck over with flowers, magnified dung , 
guilded rottennes, golden damnation? who knowes not how fharply St. James 
takes up the partiall Chriftians of his time, for admiring mens eafe, wealth , 
and pomp, rather then grace, and true {pirituall worth > This, faith he, is to defpife 
Chrifts poor, and to be judges of evill thoughts. Vertue is a thoufand Efcuche- 
ons faith one , and it is grace alone that animaterh and ennobleth , all other 
geod parts and abilities, which elfe are but as a glatly bugle, faith Hierome 
after Tertullian, to the pearle of price, or as gold to, brafle, faith Barnard ; 
and a little of the paleft and counterfcit gold, is far better then much of the 
fineft and trighteft braffe: fo isthe meaneft of Gods fervants better then the 
moft magnificent glorious worlding that ever trod upon earthly mould, and fo 
let us efteeme them. f 

` Mr. Fox, whenhe was asked whether he knew a certain poore man who 
had received fucconr fromin time of trouble, anfwered, I remember him well - 
Itell you, I forget Lords and Ladies to remember fach. 


SECT. XI. 


Exhortation to pratlife holineffe, that is fo bononred. 


Ourthly, are thofe thar are found faithfull fo highly honoured in heaven ? 
Thisyme-thinks,fhould much raife the price of religion and bring gcdlineffe into 
greater requeft amongft all thofe that would be of any reckoning, or repute with 
» T wot well, to fee 
iome of all forts fitting down with Abrabam, Ifaac, and }acob, inthe kingdome 
of heaven, and themfelves fhut out aniongft dogs: to fec fuch as they would 
have difdainedto have fet with the dogs of their flocks, to be fer then upon 
thrones judging their judges, and having power over the Nations, to bizde their 
Kings with chaines, and their Nobles with fetters of iron; To execute upon them 
the judgments written, and yer this honour have all his Saints ( Pfal. 149. 8, 9.) 
For know ye not, faith the Apoftle, that the Saints fhall judge the world ? yea 
the angels. Who would not therefore rule with Go 


d, as luda, by labouring to 
be Faithfull with his Saints ? Hof. 11. 12. Welee with what adeal of cager- 


nefie , honours and offices, rich prizes and great places are fought and purtued 
after. Balaams affe never gallops fat enough to fetch in profit and preferment. 
Set but a wedge of goldin fight, and /obva that could {top the courfe of the 
Sun , cannot ftay Achan trom courting and catching at it: And, yet what 
arc riches, and honours, but golden gyves the Noble miferies of this wretched 
life ? And what do they that are fo {er upon them ( with the negic& of hea- 
venly honours, and that wealth of a better world ) but prefe 
Egypt, beforethe bread of angels, paltry pidbles before precious pearles, thick 
clay before pure gold, counterfeit coine before true treature ? Oh fee and be- 
waile this fo great a folly in your {elves and others : and (for future ) learne 
to covet ipirituals, to be greedy of grace, to encroach upon God for more 
and more of his favour and fellowfhip as Afofes did. Exod. 33. 12, 13,14, 
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Tanti vitrum 3 


quanti Marga. ` 


ritum? 
Melius efl pal- 
lens aurum 
quan fulgens 
aurichalcum, 
Bet.in cant.64 
Davids defire, 
by Rob. Abbots 


Ufe 4. 


Rev.21: 8, 
Job.29. 


1 Cor.3 


Incepeet allium 
impenfa 1600 
talenta in pyra- 
midum una exa 


r the onions of tuenda refert 


eredot. 
Viri boni avi- 


ditas tuta eft, 

Sene.epift.23' 
Pionu dae 
Ambittofe quip- 


17, 18, 19. & chap, 34. 9. To be ambitious of peace r Thef. 4. 11. And fay mroeengee 


ot pleafing God 2 Cor. 5. 9. To feck for ho 
Rom. 2. To be zealous of the better things 1 Cor. 12.31. To purfue 
atter the perfect knowledge of Chrift,having it as it were in chafe ( as St. Past 
had Philip 3. 4..‘) as the hunter hath his prey, or as the perfecurer hath him 
that he perfecuteth. He had oncebeen mad iz 


41. And breathed out threatnings , lay panting, as it were for breath, like a 


re, fic ut re non 
nour and glory by well-doing patiaris ab alio 
vinci, Eraf. 


nag Te Sump- 


ta eft metaphoe, 
ra à procis Zen 
perfecuting the faints Aas 26. lotypis. Bega, - 
AORO. 


tired wolfe. és 9. 1,2. Now when God had turned the ftreame, he was gaat i 
judged by fome as mad the other way. 2 Cor. 5- 13. Whilft, knowing the bandi xesva 
terrour of the laft day, he perfwaded men, andinthe meane-while, he laid his interea duni 


policy and bent his beft wits (asthe word there fignifies ) to keep a good con- 7#/urreétiouem 


A è À élo, Beza. - 
fcience, that richeft treafure, and moft precious Jewell, that ever the heart of Gy e 


SE cT. Abreumeats 


man wasacquainted with. Z'2Z 


ate 
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SECT, XII. 
why. 


FO quicken you to the purfuit and practife of this duty. Confider that Grace 
T the only thing that God looks after in this world. God looked down from 
heuven faith David , uponthe fons of men, to fee, nor who were wealthy, witty, 
© Pfal14.2 mighty , magnificent &c, but tofee it shere were any that did underftand or fought 

i Ged ` Andhe bids the Propher Jeremy run toand fio throngh tke firiers of Jerman 

` dem, toiesf he could findea man , that is,arighteous man that tearech God and 

paar kept his commandements: Hoc eff cnim totus komo , for this is the whole man, 
aioe ie faith Solomos. And ic is as if he fhould fay, He is not a compleat msn that’s 
paw. BOB. voyd ot Gods holy fear , framing him to obedience , though otherwife never fo 
Dien aem Gey! accom plithed. This 1s that whereby one man doth as far excell another ,as any 
ae man <xcelis abealt,faich Bernard and Boerins. The righteous is more excellent then 

Peas his neighdour,:aith Solemon,tet him dwell where he will. He is of better birth and 
Byuis Hiis breed:ng,ot better alliance and atendance, of better place and office,of higher degree 
DEORE. ond d:gaity. The Holy Ghoft ttileth fuch the Nobles of the earth P/.16.3-honouras 
neh a Piue tle perfonages P/al. 45. 9. plants.trenown, E/ay 5-3-privy-councellours to the 
fe eur great King Pfal. 25. 14. Princesinaillands P/al 45. 1 6..Kings and Priefts to 
wens, bern in Psd Ray, Ie 5. yea higher then heathen kings P/«l. 89. 27. and berter then 
Canes 5 Rale ioje mighty Monarks Daa. 7. 37. Where itis very remarkable, thar the Pros 
a. Ma pher having fet forth the greatneile and glory of the Pringes >, Potentates a: d migh- 
ime hommes ty {tates in the four Monarchies , comes to {peak at laft ofa piace elias a e 
Denia ee greaceft under the whole heaven, andthatis the kingdome of the faints of the 
tefiant. : A 
l e ware M itthat God himfelf makes a challenge to all the world befides in the bee 
ae prove halfof his Ifracl Dest. 33. 29. Happy art thou O Hrael : who is iike untothee O 
a nit probitas fo- pecple faved by the Lord! meaning indeed, that no Nation under heaven » how 
SCN ni happy fo ever , was comparable to them. And hence itis alfo that the kings of 
sani the earth fhall bring their glory to the church ( as C oxftantine did )and coming to 
wyviueroy fee, (as Theodofivs did ) an excellencyin grace, a beauty in holineffe above any 
ex Aids žee outward trappings, they fhall leave the throneand palace to feek the {weet delights 
Ete of the faithfull, and to fing their fongs, Pfal. 138. 4, 5. eEncas Sylvie relates 
Chap. 20 of Ingo King of Draves and Veneds, that making on atime a ftately feaft , he invi- 

‘ted thereunto all his Nobles (at that time Pagans ) together with a multitude of 
poor chriftians, His Nobles he fet in his hall below , and thofe pocr Chriftians 
with himfelf in his prefence-chamber , giving them all royall entertainment and 
attendance. At which when his Nobleswondred and ftomacked, he told them this 
he did,not as he was King of Draves,but as King of another world, wherein thefe 
poor ragged people fhonid be his compeeres and fe!low-Pinces. _ Thefe Heathen- 
Nobles might haply {tumble hereat , -as the Saracen P: ince once did ar a like fpeech 
of Charlesthe geat His cuftome was to have ever at his mealsa board of beg- 
gers, fecding not farr from histable. This Prince Aigoland ( for fo was the na 
racens name ) coming gallantly accompanied to the French Courtspretending thathe 

PPR would be baptized , and becomea Chriftian , and being feafted by King Charles, 
os BE asked what thofe Lazars and poor people were ? Anfwer was returned, that thefe 
ten were the friends and fervants of our God, whom we Chriftians worthip. 
spud Tob. Whereupon he {peedily departed , defperately protefting , that he would not 

Manl.leccom. ferye that God which could keep hisfervants no betters This man knew notchat 
b-36t: God hath chofen the poor of this world, rich in faith , tobe heirs of bic king- 

dome ofglory. Smyrna the pooreft of the feven Churches hath the richeft prico 
fetuponit. The poor man indeed {peaks fupplications , and the rich man anfwe- 

Prov.18.23 reth himroughly. The world detpifeth the poor though never fo ie 3 as 

the Prodigalls elder-brother didbim , This thy fon faith he, not this my a ery 
he difdains to call him brother, becaufe of his poverty. So doth not a i 
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Chrift. Of Queen-Eli/abeth it is faid , that the hated no lefs, then did Mithri- 

dates , fuch as malicioufly perfecuted vertue forfaken of fortune. The pooreft Camdens Elifa. 
bondflave ( ifa free-man of Chritt ) when he fuffers hard words, and illufage from J*/531. 
bis mafter for well-doing, doth hercin finde acception with God. 1 Per, 2. 3 D Qual 

20. Bea man never fo poor in eftate, if withall he be poor in fpirit, and pure in e Lis 
heart, the kingdome of God is his, at. 5. 3. Gods kingdome indeed is not of Ecclefie cives. 
this world, commeth nòtby obfervation, neither confifteth in meat and drink, Beza. 

in pomp and outward fplendour,bnt in righteoufnes and peace (as did that of Alel- 

chifedech ) and joy inthe holy Ghoft , unfpeakable and glorious joy , concerning Mr. Boltens 
which hear him that had felt ic, and fpoke by experience: Certain it is(faitha Dife, of true 
late Reverend Writer ) that if a man were crowned with the royall {tate and im- Happ- Epiff. 
perial command ofallthe kingdomes upon earth: if his heart were enlarged to dedicat. 

the utmoft of all created capacity , and filled with all the exquifite , and unmixed 

Pleafures that the reach of mortality and moft ambitious curiofity could poffibly 

devife and might ( without interruption and difaft) er joy them the length of the 

worlds duration, they wercall nothing to the precious and peerletfe comforts of 

the kingdome of grace, butevenforanhour. I fpeak the truth in Chrift , and 

ufe no hyperbole , the fpirit ofall comfort , and confciences of all true chriltians 

bearing me witneffe. Hitherto He and I cannot better conclude this difcourfe, 

then hedoth that, witha little alteration. Be we all entreated with a proportio- 

nable zeal and fervency to encline and enlarge our affections to the purfuite and 

practife of fo excellent and glorious a happinefle , that God may guide as with his 
countell,and afterwards receive us to his glory Pfal. 73. 


SECT. XIIL 


Let the Saints fee their dignity , and be thankful. 


at 


Aftly , Iet Gods Jewels be hereby excited toa double duty. ey 
Z4 1. Let thems be joyfull in glory, let them fing aloud upon their beds, Let tha Pye 
high praifes of God be in.their mouths , and a tweecdged ford be in their hands Pfa ° > 
349. $> 6. Letthe brother of low degrée rejoyce in that heis exalted (tothag Pitsi. 
Chriftian parity fpoken of Colef. 3. 11.) bùr the rich in that he is madelow : that 
is , thathe is taken off from that high efteem he once had of outward honour and 
excellency before hisconverficn: whereas now he feeth they arc but fading flow- 
ers, thingsnot worth the while: and is therefore called upon here to rejoyce in 
that true treafure, that fellowes him with bia poor brother, poor inpurfebut ` 
rich in faith, before him haply in the beft things, though far behinde him in 
worldly wealth and worfhip. The beftis , that in Gods kingdome money bears 
no maftery , (asthat Martyr faid ) neither is thcre refpect of perfons with God; _ .. 
butin every rank and degree of people, he that fearcth him and worketh rightes A106 
oufneffe is highly acceptedia seaven, One fuch fhall ftand before him to tume `.) 
away wrath, as Abraham and Lot when ten thoufand Sodomites fhall not bé- look 
upon. And thisisthat that may fay up the heart of a poor defpifed chriftian 
againft all che contempts’and oppofitions of the ungodly, *God is his gold and his 
portion for ever Jeb 22. 25. Neither doth any covetous perfon fo entirely love his 
gold ( his god ) and fo fet by his hid treafure, as God doth by his dear children: .. 
He will furely fee to his own ( wilknot every Infidell doas much? ) and makes up 
his Jewels fafe in the golden Cabinet of his gracious providence ; ashe did Noah 
inthe Ark, jeremy in the prifon-court 3s Luther inhis Pathmos, as hecalledit &c. Vae ” 
God will one day righe their wrongs , and clear thir innocency , bring forththeir Pabg?.¢ 
tightconfneffe as the light , and their judgementas the noon-day. The Church «2°. = 
in. the Caxticles was wounded by the watcliemen'as anevill-doer, judg’dasadifios > `> © = 
nelt. woman , whofe feet would. not abide in her houf, rio-notinthe nights . 00S 
(cafon: they beat her; and took away her vail, branding hertheteby with a a 
nate of infamy-and difloialty to her Lord, and husbind whom fhe went tolook E%23iasya" 
aut Cant. 5. 7. All which notwithitanding the daughters of Jerufalem > the . 
iY s Z222 CO traly 


( 
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truely religious, difcetned her beauty in the dark night of her tribulation, and con- 
feffed that fhe was fair and. glorious, Chap. 6.1. Chrift alfo paffing by her former 
remiffeneffe, and unworthy ufage’ of him , profeffeth that fhewas as amiable in 
his eyes as ever: her hair,teeth, temples, all, as fair and well featured, yea that fhe 
was fair as the Moon, cleer as the Sun,that Sun of righteoufneffe, having blotted our 
all her fins, as a cloud, Z/a. 44.22.fo that none of her tranfgreffions could be found: 
though lpokt tor, Jer. 50. 20. but every tongue that rofe up againft her fhould fhe 
condemn, //a.54.17., Further he hath provided that every body do love and honour 
his people,he hath givena charge to that end in diverfe {criptures.Now what is wan- 
ting in men,himfelf will make up honoring & pleading for them in the hearts of their 
-very encmies, who cannot but be confounded many times, and ftand amazed at the 
height of fpirit, and refolution that poffeffeth their hearts, and atthe fober and 
undaunted majefty that fhines in the faces of thofe that fear the Lord. Now ifhe 
fay, Grace, Grace unto us, it fhould fuffice to encourage uf in building the-towre 
of godlineffe. Yea it fhould make us hold our, to /ay the very lafi fone thereof with 
joy, Zach. 4.7. being vexed at nothing more then at the vile dulneffe of our hearts, 


that are no more affected with the& indeleble ravifhments. 


Sect. XIV, 


Let the Saints fee their duty andb ecarefull. 


1 Pet.2.9 2. Next, as Gods fervants muft fee their dignity, and take comfort in is, fo 
Mar.$.14 muft they alfo look to their duty, and take care aboutit. And thisis to walk wor- 
Qui in excelfe thy of the high and heavenly vocation wherewith they are called : remembring 
conan dea? alwayes, that they area chofen ‘generation, a royall priefthood, a peculiar people, 
goram Jetta the light of the world, the falt of the earth to feafon the reft, a city feated on an 
novere. Saluft. bill, confpicuous to all the countrey. The Sunne may go affoon unfeen, as they 
ad Cafarem. unobferved : there are that watch for their halting, and {natch at any thing, where- 
Annet: at they may. fnarl and cavil ; be it but an indifereet fpeech chat falls from fach, it’s 
compaia enough to break down the banksof blafphemy. Oh labour to filence thefe abfurd 
meer incon. Men, to ftop an open mouth, to cut off all occafion of obloquy. Any fpot is {pied in 
gruicics, white apparrell, and the leaft ftain doth evil upon aroyall robe. A {mall faw in 
ETO a jewel isa ‘great blemifh, and fo isa {mall defect in a Chriftian. His heart ismade 
ae pure by the blood of Chrift, and fine white linen is.fooner and deeper ftained then 


gavisesor, courferags. Therefore are, fuch worfe, faith Salvian, though they be no worfe 
Nazian in then others, becaufe they ought to be better. - Adde hereunto, thatit is fome fin- 
at. 19 ‘ 


Ide} dasri ag Sularthing that God requires of his fervants.. He will take that from Philiftines, 
fumus, quia tbat he will not brook from Ifraelites; who thought they might carry Gods Ark in 
meliores efe a new-cart, as thofe Pagans had done before them, but they payed for their pre- 


debemus. ` “fumption.” Greateft States afford leaft liberty. His Saints are round about him, . 


ams. 3 lie and, like good Angels, they ftand always in the prefence of their heavenly Father. 


 beseate mini. AH holy circumfpecion therefore and: exa& walking is required of them; even 
malicentia, an excellency above ordinary. Every Calling hath a comelineffe appertaining to it. 
Saluft: Deus The Scholler behaves himfelf otherwife then the clown, the Courtier then the car- 
fanslonnn ter, the Prince then the pefant: fo fhoulda Chriftian otherwife then an unbeleever, 
adxerRac am thenaprofligate profeflour, a carnall Gofpeller. ` He fhould walk nobly, bravely, 
edticis dx. gallantly, worthy of God, and as becometh a Saint, confidering that of Bernard, 
pov Bave. in every enterprize of his, an liceat, an deceat, an expediat : whether the thing bee 
Ephet's.1s lawfull, feemly, -fuicable'to his ftate. Not ftretching alway to the utmott of his 
U toot chain,; left he break a link, but beating off a follicitation to finne, as Nehemiah did 
mas,tuyan. tOo cowardize, Shall fuch a man as I do it ? God forbid that I fhould part with my 
eubvan Bice patrimony, faid Naboth : that I fheuld' leave my fat, and my fweer, faid the Vine 
Pot mll in. fothams parable: that I fhoùld.look back with Lots wife, having fet my hand 
nobile eff * to- Chrifts plow: that I fhould flinch from. my colotirs; having taken his preffe- 
Bereficumpo: Money, difgrace his-honfe, being received into his retinue.’ Great things are be- 
Silat oficium, Stowed upon me, ‘great things are expected from me. Every mercy calls for duty: 
are every 

fred 
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every deliverance commands obedience. God hath eleted me for a veffel ofho- 
nour, fhall I defile my felf with the kitchin-ftuffe of uncleanneffe 2 He hath bought 
me with a price - fhallnot I yeeld my felf upto his fervice ? He hath adopted 
mefor his childe,thall not L carry my felf asachilde ? he hath fanG@ified me by 

his {pirit,fhall I poliute his temple? He hath inrighted me toa kingdom, and keeps 

a crown for me,fhall I lay it to gage for ever trifle*fhall [fay with Efau,what is this 
birth-right? Oh Jet chere be no root of bitterneffe, no profane perfon amongtt you, 

as Efaz,who for one morfel of meat fold his birth-right, and is therefore f often —— 
branded forit with This is Edom. 


ou 


CHAP. IMI. 


God ise Father to all his faithfull fervcnts. 


And I will fpare them, as a man fparetbhis own fonthat 
feareth bim. 


V Vie gracious refpects and high honours the God of heaven puts upon Pfal, 112.13. 
the perfons of them that fear bim, borb fmall and great, hath been faid 
already. That which follows in the text, concerneth their performances. For Pfalro.r1. 
every childe in Gods houfe know’s his own work ; in doing whereof as there is great 
rew.ird,to there is no little favour fhewed him, in cafe it be not all out fo well done. 
For [wll {pare them, faith the Lord of hofs, as a man {pare:h his owa fon that ferves 
hiss, Twillbe no leffe propitious unto him, thenis the moft indulgent parent 
to his moft obedient childe. Fidemus ergo &c. We fee then, faith judicious Cal- 
via, the Prophets purpofe in this precious promife. 
1. ‘That they fha! {erve God, and ferve him as fons do,that is,ingenuonfly and freely, 
_2 That God will gracioufly accept the fervice of fuch, taking in God part from 
them what they areable, and pardoning the reft. 
Thefe are his notes upon the text, and thefe fhall be ours. 
1. That God is a father to all his faithful fervants : He looks upon fuch as ferve Dog, 
him in fincerity as upon fonsand daughters. Deus nobis eff, 
2. That he will furely fhew like mercies and mildneffe to his children in their Fater dy nos 
faults and failings ,in their wants and weakneffes,as the kindeft father would do fii in Chris 
to his deareft fon that ferveth him. Galvin inbe 
For the former point: The promife of pardon is here fitly made fub patris . 
parabola, faith Gizlther, under the fimilitude of a father. And the fenfe is thus Ferier in loc, 
much, faith another Interpreter, : although I feem for a time to the blinde moles 
ofthe world, to be negligent of thofe thar are diligent about me, of my beft and 
bufieft fervants ; yet Ithink upon them ftill as my deareft children, and when 
I may be thought moft careleffe and cruel cowards them, then am Ia moft propi- 
tious and fin-pardoning father, fully reconciled unto them in Chri(t, for there 
comes in the kinred, according to that of our Saviour in his meflage by Mary 
to his diftreffed difciples after his refurreCtion, Iafcend unto your father, and my Xohn. 20,17, 
father, mine and yours, and therefore yours becaufe mine. For as many as recei- 
ved him, faith St. Zeb», to them he gave priviledge to become the fons of God. Iohr.12. 
And again, when the fulneffe of time was come, faith another Apoftie, God fent l 
forth hisfon (his natural, onely begotten fon) made of a woman (and fo by per- Galas 
fonal union of the two naturesin one Chrift, his fon bya new relation, according "++ 
to that, Thisday have I begotten thec, and all to the end | ) that we may receive 
the adoption of fons. That we which by nature were children of wrath, and by 
pracife, children ofthe devil, might by divine acceptation and gracebe made 
the children of God: who had predeftinated us unto the adoption of children’ by 
Fejus Chrift ro bimfelf, according ‘to the good pleafure of his will, to the praife of the 
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved Onc. 
ZLL 3 
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SECT. L 
Reafous hereof drawn from the caufes. 


iP which heavenly Text, we have ee Pi chief ground of this doctrine, 
fi fesof our fpirituai fonfhip. ; 
: a idee eal and once caufe, Gods decree of lection by grace; we 
have an a@ for it in Gods eternal countel. According as he hzth chofen us in 
Chrif before the foundation of the vorldG'c.For which caufe alfo the Ua are gis 
called the Church of the firft-born who are written in heaven. Heb.12.272,And wen . 
did foreknow, faith Saint Paz/, them he did predeftinate alfo te be oni ne t 
the image of his fon: like him in glory, as well as in fufferings, like H being ons, 
as he isa fon,that he might be (even according co hishumanity) the fir/t-borz among 
ee Hence and procuring, or working caufe of on adoption, is aon 
fe it, in whom he (as a father) hath befe us with 
i ay ri Sey near thing s aoe . butali in Chrift, and all in this 
h ae A chriftian by the Gofpel is made a beleever. Now faith afteran unfpeak- 
able manner engraftech him into the body of Chrift the natural fon, a Lence ue 
become the adopted fons of God : it being the property of faith to a apra m : 
as to juftitie, ratsone objctti by i A ATE ¢ Cen aon ae a ats 
eth hold. For ye are all the children of Godby faith in raft Jejrs Gal. é : St 
reation as e4.tmis called the fon of God Luk; 3. ecaufe | 
i eni. of God ; but by marriage and myftical union with 
Chrift the fecond Adam , the heir of all, who hath ; one 
1. Laid down the price ofthat great priviledge He ha 5. am eee 
precious blood, redeeming us IEE that were under the law, that we migt 
Bea er rd an on by his fpirit,that earneft of our inheritance Eph.t. 
I 3.called therefore the {pirit of adoption, and the fpirit of Gods fon (as fpringing 
out of his death, and procured by his Mntereeiien) “Mila foe Je are fons, Go 
7 iri otsfon into your hearts cryin 5 x ; 
Pe ane impullive caufe : Hee that is the good pleafure of sek 
will, his abfolute independent graceand mercy was the fole EE a pre 3 
us this dignity, faith St Zob» in his Gofpel. And what more free then gi t A ah 
eth us this love, faith he in his epiftle, becaufe it was the time oflove, : li ae pt 
be called the fons of God. Sothat broke is oe spl Lips ie Si sa 
juftice, but aninheritance caft upon us of ik 
Lod pe $ Onefiphorasin that daywhen our adoption fhalbe Oo with p 
ful accomplifhment. Laftly here we have the final caufe of our adoption, :/< p ; r f 
the glory of his grace. This is the end God propounds to himfelf in this, as jip . : : 
his works, as having none higher then himfelf, to whom to have reipe a o ie 
he moft higheft. God hath made all things for himfelf, yea the wicke alle 
for he day of evil: viz. for the glory of his Juftice and power (as he told ‘7 harash 
Rom ef )but efpecially ofhis grace: fith all that his juftice doth in the EEO 
bation of fome, tendeth to this ultimate end of all, that the riches of his grac 
may be the more difplayed in the election of others. 


SECT. It. . 
Reafons from the effetts of his father-hood. 
` À Second reafon followeth from the effects, and thofe are noleffe demonftrative 
- R.ofthe point then the caufes. 


Thefe are 1. Gods fatherly affections. 2. His expreffions, both which fpeake 
hima father to all his. 


For : 
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„For his-affe@tion; Fir, to his people: Albeit th 
dren, yet he loves them more then any naturall father doth his 
Hence he is called the father by a 
nonce like him, none befides him, as indeed there is 
Called he is the father of all mercies , the founta 
found in any father : all is but a fpark of his flame 


even God. To enter comparifonin fome few particulars. 
Firft a father loves freely, not fo much for that his 


he loves hi: child as well if not better then himfelf; as 


i » incompa- 
rable, incomprehenfible love in God toward his children, an hyperbole, an exceffe 


ot love, alove paffing knowledge Eph. 3. +9. 
fions. Tris higher then heaven Pfal. 36. 5. dee 


ẹ tith of it. 
Thirdly , a father loveth conftantly and unchan 


be never fo untoward and difobedient, as David 
lem, even to the laft of them did he love them. 


ey be but his Adopted chil- 


own bowels. Jam. 1, wit. 
n eminency, as if there wereno father to him, 


98, 4. & Pfal. 104. 24. a 
trucly exalted above the love of na- 


Pfal. 103. 13, Efay, 49. 15. ibg cap.24, 
But isfinitly fhort of Gods love, itmakes not th 


Not originally and properly, 
ine of all that mercy ; that is ees 
> adrop of his occan, Yea he Paiemias; jae 
and carth. Whence alfo our rentela, 


earth, for one is your father, Math.23.9 


child is witty, orwealthy, Periam amat 
There needs no other argument to 
th God. Dear. 7.7. Ezek, 36. 32. 
there is an ocean of love ina fathers heart: 


gably , yea though his child 
did his Amzon, and his Abfc- 


So, and much more then fo 
doth God his children. For as himtelf is an eve 


everlatting. Efay 9. 6. & 49. 14. His 
He cannot grow out of kinde, nor be we 
faith the evangelift, to the end he loved the 


be, hate he cannot : hide his face he may for awhile, but his heart is ever car- 
ning towards them, his bowels are turned within h 


im, his repentings are kin- 
died together : oe: them he doth ( other-whiles ) 
the fure mercies o 7 i 
Prove unnaturall: not fo our heavenly father, heis all bowels - 
where they loved, they may loath whom they liked; but he r 
Zeph. 3. 17. He hates putting away. Hof. 2. Davids father a 
caft him out, but then God will Sather him. Father Abraham 
and J/rae/ may difown us. Ejay 63. 16. But God hath faid, I 
thee. I will wot zot not forfake thee. The Fathers and governours of the Church 


» caft us out, and fay, letthe Lord be glori- 
fied: but then fhall God appeare to 


our joy, and they (ball be afbamed. Efay 
66. 5. The fathers of our fieh are mutable, and fickle-minded, but with the 


father of light is no fhaddow of change, his love lafteth to all eternity without 
any alteration. : 


compaifions faile not. Lam. 3. 22 


SECT. ur 


Other reafens from the efetts of his fatherhood, 


N™ as Gods affe &ion to his children is more then fath 
vns and provifions for them too. 

For, 1. Befides his eternall electing them to the adoption of children Epb. 1. 4. 
Jt was he that took us out of the womb P/fa/. 22. 9. that we mightnot ( Ephraim- 
like that unwife fon) ftay over-long in the birth, and dye before we faw his marve- 
lous light. It was he that baptized us into hisown name,whereby we are called as a 
childe by his fathers. 

2. He loves the very places they firft breathed in the better for their fakes P/.86.7. 


and 


erly, fo are his expreffi- 


ary of loving. Having loved his own, 
m. Iobh. 13. 1. Frownhe can, if need 


rlafting father, fo is his loye 


ASE B pel 
Heb.13. 


Jam. 1.17 


Hof.13.13 


tfs Svope, 
Math, 28.19] 


ee a a 
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and the very ground they treadupon. Hence Judza, the feate of the church, is 
Zach.7.14 - called a delightfome land 7Za/. 3. 12. the glorious land, the land of defires or 
: om.413- ornaments Dan, 11. 41. yea Canaan, for this, is called the whore world,and Tabor 
Pial.89.12 and Hermonis put for the Caftand Wekt of the world. 
3-He chargeth all forts,as they love him to love his lambs,his little ones, to handle 
them gently for his fake. He feeds them with fincere milk ftreaming from thofe full- 
i ftrutting breafts of confolation , the lively oracles , he brings them forth Sutter in 
Thy Pn d lordly difb Judg. 5- 25. hc makes them ready and unready, as new-borne-babes, 
Ezek.35.25 lulling chem aflcepin a holy tecunty , fhifting them in their {capes by the clean 
water of his {pirit in their tanctifcation , and the clean linnen of Chrifts righteouf- 
nef in their juftification. He keepeth them trom fire & from water,the fire of temp- 
< tation which the Dragon {peis,and the water of perfecution which he {pews out of 
Rev.12.4,15 his mouth , asa focd, to drown the t avelling church, and to devour her babe as 
-© doon as it was borne, 
All this God doeth for his children affoon a3 they are any thing. Afterwards as they 
` grow up to any bignelle, he beares them in his bofome as a xarjing- father bears the 
1 Thef2.7 _ fucking child Num. 18-1 n carris them in his armes uli {uch time as they can go 
Eft. 45. 4, guides them wiih tés cje when they begin to finde their feet ( 1 taught 
Ephraim allo to go, rekiog thim by their avmes Hof. 1143. leads them in his hand, 
as ahorfe is the wikierne|j: Ef. 63.13. lithe way be too rough for thcir tender feet, 
or too long for their fhoit legs , be lifts theim over by his ipiwit, he chargethalfo 
h:s angels to bear them in their hands, who areasglad of fuchan office as the fer- 
vants are to gettheir yous mafterin theirarmes. Lus certain that no yong Prince 
goes better guarded and accended then a childe of God, Heb. 5. ste. 
Next for their det and apparrell: God feeds his children with zhe kidzyes of 
wheat, with the hidden Manna, with thebrcad of Lfe, with the beft of the bef, 
oe 12 fat things ful! of marrow, wines oz the lecs well refined Ma. 25 6. Thus he nourifh- 
Arie eaii eth chem(as Jefeph did his fathers family in Egypr)as « little child is nowrifbed. And 
wiouy iuseay for apparrell they have it ofthe finch. Bring forth the beft robe, and the beft ring 
eign ily &e. the righteoufnells of che faints, even the red upper-cost of Jultification, and 
mi. Di: the white under-coat of fanttification. They are ever in their holy-day cloaths 
apud Plutarch. : a ireli J day-bei he chrifti hols dhe hav; 3 
Prov.1g.1g their fc ttivall apparrell every day-bcing the chriftian mans togay, and he having 
within hima continual feat. 
6. For their teaching and tuition, they are al taught of God Efay 54. 13. 
wko 1. by his word makes them wife ta falvation , gives (ubtlety to the fimple , 


a ee 


Ocotidaxnra 


Prov.t.4 ; ‘ as toes a e s 

baby ete and tothe yorg man knowledge and difcretion, 2, by histpirit of revelation convine 

Toh.16.8 cerb them of their falie principles, refells their fallacious reafonings , unteacheth 

kph $.9 thum the devils lecrning , and then leads them into all truth and goodnefle: for 
ant. 2 


Such etek the frit of the [pirit 18 in all Zoodneffe , righreonfreffe and truth, And of this teach- 
there is in ing fpeaketh St. Pant 1 Thef. 4. O. and St. Joha 1 Fpilt. 2. 27. 


ae pre- 7. Next for their delight and recreation, he allowesthem his garden to walk 
(rhongh bus iato, his wine-cellar co go down into. He pleafeth himfelf wondroufly in their 


in thewomb) company , be they but two or three of them , heisin the midft : as once he 
as it made made the third with thofe two going Zaaus. He fets them between his legs (as 
Jobat Spring. it were ) fo fome read that text Dent 33. 3, He loved tho pople and ( as an effet 
a pon. thercof ) they fat down at thy feet, or, they were fet between thy feet , asthe fa- 
tag Buxtorf. thers darlings. Moveover, when he hath them there , be rejoycerh over them 
Lexic. Cart: with joy yea be rejozceth oner them with finging. Zeph?3. 17. like asearthly parents 
Harm. ahis G2ndle, dance , and fing their little ones upon their knees. 

an oe. 'S Further, he is wondrous choyce and chary of his children, fo thathe cannot 
windhe abide the cold wiad ponid blow npon thess, The fan muf not fmite them by day, nor 
Southache- she moon by night , and what wind foever blow, whether North or South (and 
rifhing wind) What more contrary then thofe ? } they muft blow good to Gods children Ca»t. 4. 
ag ald xlt. Ina word, he thinks nothing good thathe hath to himtelf, except they may 
Sibles. |. fharea part. Andis noc this the part ofa loving parent? 

Lt oe 8. Laftly , for matter of maiutenance , and outward fubfiftence , your kes- 
veniy father knowes that ye weed thefe things alfo Mat. 6. 32. and! it’s enough for 
you that he knowesit. He holds them to hard-mcat fometimes , but then they 
have it’ of free-coft, when the wicked pay deare for their tid-bits, and hiny 

morfels. 


The Righteous mans Recompence. 915 


morfels. Their meat is fawced, and their drink {piced with the wrath of God, 
Job 20. 14. their very table is a fnare to them. The Inne-keeper gives his guefts = 
the befts difhes, but referves the inheritance for his children: fo here, Gad gives 
his people mony in their purfes, fo much as will ferve turne to beare their char- 
geshome, tobuy them neceflaries, andto keep them true menat leaft ; though 
they have not to lavifh and riot, becaufe he knows their weakneffe that way; 
and therefore holds them { moftly ) to ftraight. allowance. Not out of nigear- 
dize, I muft wil you: for hecould beteeme them more meanes, and fo he doth 
alfoto fome of his better children, that have grace to ufe it, and make them 
friends with it. But thelefs he allowes them here, the more he layes up for them 
inheaven. Pfal. 89. 28, & 31, 19. And whenthey are once come co the full 
ftatare ofa man in Chrift ( for now they are in their nonage ) the whole inheri- 
tance fhall be given them of the father Roms. 8. 16. They fhall have power over 
all creatures Rev. 2. 26. and poffeffion of that new heaven and new earth. 2. 
Pet. 3.13. And if thefe be not the expreifions and provifions of a bountiful father, 
pray y? what is ? 


SECT. 11th. 


God no Father to the wicked , what ever they pretend to him. 


Nev for Application, DothGod the Lord look upon fach as fons and daugh- 
ters as fincerely {ferve him? How then ( think we )doth he look upon all tfe, į 
fuch as ferve not God but Mammon, as ferve not the Lord Chriftebat their opn C © 
bellies their bafe lufts, this prefent evill world, nay the God of this world, whofe matth.¢. 
works they do, and willdo, and are therefore of their father the devill This, Rom.16. 
faith St. Jobx, entitlesthe devilltoaman; for he that commits fin is of the devill, 2 C0r-4.4 
that’s flat: And again, In this the children of God are manifeft and the children of the 7 sh: 
devill,He that is borne of God doth not commit fin. Well he may flip into it of infir- ver. 9 Ee 
mity, and æt unawares Gal. 6. 1. A theep may flipintoa flough , but delights wesanglys | 
hot to wallow in it. Hedoth not work inignity on fet purpofe , he doth not fell 
over himfelf to fin with Ahab, hedoth not hire out his members as weapons of Rom. 6. 
wickedneffe, working all uncleanneffe with greedineffe. No, thisisnotthe =P™4 ` 
guife of achilde of God , but of an impe ofhell , of abrat of fathomlcffe perditi- 
on. They have corrupted themfelves, faith Mofes , thelr fpot zs not the fpot of bis Drgas: 
children , they are a perverfe and crooked generation. And yet who fo forward as 
thefe to claime kindred of the Almighty, to fawn upon God , and’ call him father? 
Wilt :'s0n not from this time (faith He to Idolatrons Ifrael, that had in this bebalf 
an whores forehead , a wainfcot face hatchtall over with impudence ) wilt thou 
not from this time cry unto me, My father , my father , art thou not the guide of 
my youth? Will he referve his anger for ever? will he keep it tothe end? Here were 
good words: Sed quid verba quero, faila cum videam? How canft thou fay, Judg.16.15 
thon loveftme , whenthy heartisnot withme? Behold, faith God in the fame 1el3-29354,3- 
place , thou haft fpoken and done evill things as thou couldeft , thou haft polluted 
the land with thy whoredomes and ‘wickedneffe , and haft thou yeta face to call 
me Father? Whofoever tranfgreffeth , and abideth not in the do@rine of Chrift 
hath not God 2 Job. 9. He that walketh not in the fteps of Abrahams faith » hath 
not Abraham to his father Rom. 4.. 12. what-ever he pretends tohim with thofe 
braving Jews. Job. 8. Tellme not here that God hath bleffed you, asa father. 
fuftein’d you with corne and wine Gen. 27. 37. given you of the fatneffe of the 
earth , and of the dew ofheaven &c. for E/an had as gooda portion as this, and 
yetacaft-away : and Abraham gave the moveables to the children of the concubins 
whom he leffe refpeCted , but J/aac had the inheritance. i = 
Oh but we are children of the free-woman, borne and bred inthe bofomeof 24). 
the church, and enjoy many outward priviledges. So did Eas, andyetwasha- S°% 
ted of God ,. fo did Iudas, and yeta firebrand ofhell. ` Obj 
Neither is it any fuch bufineffe , as many make of it, that they have hadtheir 547, 
Chriffendowe, For unleffe they be Withall baptized with she holy Ghoft and with fire, Mat, 3. 


with 


Obj. 
Sol, 


916 


Efay 4:4 
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i ivit of 7 j have fo put on Chrift, as 
vith tl it of judgemert and of burning, whereby they p ; 
thak fe ene the children of God, by faith in him » Gal. 3.26,27, Its pity. 
that ever Font-water was fpilt upon their faces. Sawl was circumcifed, and yet Da- 


Pfal.7. Tite. vidcallshim Cxfoite, or Ethiopian; and unregenerate Ifrael is to me as Ethiopia, 


Efay $1.1 


Ufe. 2. 


ith G Amos 9. 7. and as Gomorrah, Efay 1.10. notwithftanding all their ex- 
See aad indibeiows devotions. Chrift fhall one dayrid his houfe, and 
wath his hands of all fuch unworthy hang-byes, and powerleffe pretenders. Depart 
from me, fhail they hear, to their everlafting amazement. Go, get yecto the gods 
whom ye have chofen. Lock, to the rock, from Whence Je were hewen, and tothe hole 
whence ye Were digged : fee what your father the devil will do for you, for Ile take 
no further charge of you: his work ye have done, and his wages ye fhall have, And 
fith ye have runne out with the Prodigall, and loathing fuch wholefome fare asmy 
houle afforded, ye have fed hungerly on chofe murchering morfels of iniquity, the 
devils husks, therefore fhall they {tick in your throats, like the envenomed arrows of 
the Almighty, thoroughout all eternity. 


Secr. V. 


Terrour to thofe that maligne or mifufe Gods children. 


ndly, is God a Father to all faithfull Chriftians > how ill-advifed then 

eat tne ss either by their violent hands, or virulent tongues, mifufe or ma- 
ligne them ?. yea, that offer chem the leaft affront or offence, defpite or difplea~ 
jure >. For know they not whofe children they are, and to whofe charge they be- 
long? Shall not God avenge his own, though he bear long with chem ? Very 
Infidels and worfe will defend their own. Very beafts wiil fee to the fafety of their 


young ones, and fpend their lives freely for their refcue. Amongft fowls, the- 


Pheenix is famous, and the Pellican much more, for reviving her dead birds, with 
her heart blood. Now, is there mercy and good nature in aman, in a bird, ina 
. beaft, in the creature, in the rnreafonable creature allo, andcan we without blaf- 


i injury, imagi 3 : hen evident to 
i ith phemy, or extreme injury, imagine worfe of God ? Ats more r 
pontine him that hath but half an eye, or doth obferve any thing at all in Gods word, or 


that wipeth 
the childs 
nofe, kiffeth 


works, that as he taketh notice of {malleft curtefies, even to a cup of cold water, to 
requite them, fo of their leaftor hghceft indignities, and: injuries to repay them, 


the mothers be.it but a frown or a frump. Casa {hall anfwer it before the Lord, if he but fowre 


check, 
. Gen. 4. 
Num 12.14 


Gen.3 4°31 


Efih.7 8 


Job9.3 


Mat, 18.610 


bed. Miriam fiall be a leper feven dayes at leaft, and ftand afhamed of 
hey fathers fpetting in her face, if fhe but mutter again{t AZofes. An Ammonite, 
ora Moabite fhall be baftardized, and banifhed the beauty of holineffe, the thre- 
fhold of the Sanctuary, to their tenth generation, merely for an omiflion, becaufe 
they met not Gods firft-born Ifrael with bread cnd water in the wilderneffe: How 
much more becaufe they hired Balaam to curfe him, Deut. 23-3,4+ which when 
he could not do, God turning his curfe intoa bleffing unto his children, becaufe he 
| loved them,verfe 4. yet for that he fhewed his good-will to have done it, and more- 
over taught Balac to lay a fiumbling-block, before Gods Ifrael, to eat things facris 
ficed to idols, and tocommit fornication, Rev. 2.14. therefore was he fain by che 
{word of the Lord. For is the not our filter > fhould he make our fitter a whore? 
faid tho‘e two brethren in iniquity : which if it feemed a fufficient plea to them, (as 
likewife to Ai /olomy in the behalt of his fitter Z amr ) for chat barbarous eee 
dy maffacre, how fhall the Lord dreneb and drown the fword of his jeftice in the 
bowels of {uch as wrong bis children to his face, and do them all the defpite that 
may be? what will they force the Queen alfo in the heufe ? will they offend Gods 
little-ones, rake into his bowels, pollute his prefence with the flaughter, or buc 
rifufage of his children ? Had Zimri peace that few his Mafter? Rath ever nit 
waxed fierce sgainft God and profpered ? Lock to it, all ye that fmite a ik 
eï lus, either with band or tongue, °Twere tetter a milftone were hange eal 
your necks , and your felves drowned in the depth of the Sea, then that ye i en 
one of thefe little-ones, if a beleever,. For. I tell you ¢ Chrit tells you ) a in 
heaven their Angels do always behold the.face of their heavenly Father,waiting or 
„a commillion to do fpeedy execution on the enemies of his.children. ein 


Poon and firft, to try 
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pomru 


Secr, VI. 
Try your title to God as a Father: Marks. 


our title to God asa loving Father, by our care to 


ferve him as obedient children. There be fundry diftin@ive notes of a child of Ufe 3: 
here and there, up and down the Scriptures: but that in the Text fhail 


God fparfed 


fuffice for the prefenc, and it isinfallible. T will {pare th 
fonne that ferves him.: Ever 


flave his Lor 


Firft, cheerfully and willingl 


gladneffe, Pfa 
his meat and 


he hatha name better chen of 

Next, reverently, with a fili 
favour he finds better then life, and whofe difpleafure he fear 
bitter then death, Heb. 12. 27. 
faid Jacob ? where yet he had 


em, as one {pares his own 


y fonne then of his ferves him, we fee, and notasa 


d, but as a fon ferves his father. How’s that ? 


y : Every one that is born of God s Serves him with 
I. 100.2. doves to be his Servant, takes hold 


of his covenant, counts it j 
drink to do the will of his heavenly Father, in whofe houfe therefore 
a fonne or daughter, E/zy 56. 6. 
all fear and awfull refpe@ to God as his father, whofe 2 
s, and hath felt more 
1 Pet. 1.17. Pfal.2. 11. How fearfull is this place, 
feen vifions of love. Gen.28 


Thirdly, confidently and wich an humble boldneffe, as well affured of his Fathers 3. 
both afliftance and acceptance : treating with him ever and anon by affectionate 
od hath no dumb children ) and making his requefts known unto him 


prayer (asG 


with affiance of acceffe, and fucc 


Abba, Father, 


alfo importeth. See Heb. 4. 16, 


effe in all his fuits: which the phrafe of crying 


Sincerely, and entirely, both 1. For fubject, not having a heart anda heart, 
(as that defperate Neapolitan faid, he had one for God, and another for the devil) 


noi carrying two faces under a hood, 


which double 
an arrant diffe 


child will offer it. But ferving him 


-dealing is moft deteftable in a child toward his father, ( we fay of 


mbler, He would not 


and alt the foul: prefenting our bodies alfo, as a 


our reafonable 
are the Lords: 


ary pare of his purchafe; for 


children are fu 


fpareto cozen even his own father) and no good 
with fingleneffe of heart; yea with all the heart, Dent.to.ra 


whole burnt facrifice, which jg Rom.12.1 


fervice, yea glorifying him with both our {pirits and bodies, which 2 F-20 
Not offering to detain from him that hath bought us witha price, 


ch as wil not lie 


why fhould we lie to the Holy Ghoft? All Gods aa 
> Efay 63.8. but obey from the heart that form of “85334 


doctrine, whereunto, denying themfelves, they have been delivered, rather feeking 
to be good, then feeming to be fo.. 3. For objet: Every true child of God Rom,6.17 
r in all, as well asin any part or point of duty. He isa doer of righ- “= 


obevs his fathe 


teoufnelle, 1 fob.3.10. a fulfiller of all r 


he is doing at i 


trade, wherein ufe makes m 
the door : he thews his good 


ighteoufnefle, Mat. 3. fomething (atleaft 


) ; 
t, ashe is able ( and this diftinguifheth him from a child of the devil, Dai 
faith St. John ) he follows after it ( as Solomons expreffion is ) asa man follows his 


aftery ; he lifts at the latch, though he cannot do open 
will, and is humbled for his failing : when either he mif- 


ferh of his work, or marresit in the manner. So purifying bimfelf by the practife of 


mortification , 


as God is pure, in fome truth of 


right hope, that he is his child, 1 Joh. 3.253. 
and unweariably. A good child will be ferviceable tohisfather,in = = 


Conftantly, 


refemblance, and all out of a 


. whatfoever he can, fo long as they two fhall live together. Semblaby, Gods chil- 
dren ferve him in righteoufneffe and holineffe, all the dayes of their lives. 


Thus Lukr.7s 


David, ashe {wore himfelf to Gods fervice, and promifed to dwell in his houfé for 


fhifting his fervice, fo he performed it accordingly : for he ferved 
out his whole time, as an Apprentice tothe trade, 


ever, without 


his dayes ( after he was once bound ) ind 


other. 


A. 13. 36, 22. and fpent all 


oing all the wills of God, one aswell as @¢aiucris 


Laitly, unanimeufly with the reft of his fellow- 


fervants, with one confent,and one 
Sboulder, as the {cripture fpeaketh, Zeph. 3.9. o 


bferving our Lords laft charge, the 


fame in effe@ with that of fofeph to his brethren : Fall not ont by the Way, but bee 
at peace among your felves , loving one another 


For, by this th 


all your felves know, that ye are my 


ont of a pure heart fervently. 
children, 1 feb. 3. 10,13. and 
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Mebg by this hall all men know, that ye arc my difciples, if ye love one another: 
and feale up thislove by ftirring up your felves, among your felves, to love 
and good workes. ; 

Lo, Thefe are the fignes of {uch a fervant of Godas he will own for a fon 
and account of asa Jewell tobe made up in his Magazine, If yebe fuch , ye 
are made for ever: As if otherwife 


SECT. Vil. 


Settle this, that ye are Gods children, and how. 


Y fecond Exhortation is, that ye give no reft to your eyes,nor f{leep to your 

ey-lids, till you have fecured and fetele this to your felves: it being a mat- 

ter of that moment , that without nothing can be fafe, nothing comfortable, 

Now to become children of God thereis no other way under heaven , chen 

to paffe thorough the narrow womb of repentance, and be born againe. For 

rPet.r3 — ficfh and blood cannot inherit: and all unrighteous perfons are utterly excluded 

Gal.$.2% from the benefit of Adoption, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Aad yet/uch were fome of you: 

hs: ye arewafoed, but ye are fanttified, but ye are juftified. And how juftified ? 

but Sy the name, that is, by the merits of the Lord Jefus Chrift apprehended by 

faith, whichadopts as well as juftifies? And how fanctified? but bythe fpirie 

iCor.61c:11 of our God, whofe office and operation it is, to transfufe the divine nature 

Homo templan into us, and to erect thac faire'tabrick of the new man in our hearts for atemple 

oe “4 tohimfelt; that he may dwel in us, and walk in us, yea Secretly and {weetly 

' {lay to us, being now feparated from all il 1 courfes and companies 5 / will be a 

aCor 6.16, father unto yeu, and ye foall be my fonnes and daughters, faith the Lord 
17,18. Almighty. 


SECT. VIIL 


Let all Gods children bnow their Father : and how. 


Ufes 4. Nitru@ion to all fuch as are received into the number of Gods children, as 
ever they expect his bleffing , or refpe& their birth-right, to difcharge that 
duty that this dignity calles for. 

And firk to know their father: So to know God as a child dothhis father, 
not only withanapprehenfive butan effective knowledge, that unites the heart 
unto him, labours not only after an union, buta unity with him. We are all 
by nature like runagate children, who would never have kept neer their parents 
houfe, but affembled them/elves by troopes, in karlots honfes, with the prodigall , 
where whordome and wine, and new wine hath takes away eur hearts: the things 
of this life are fo neer and naturall to us, fo prefent and pleafant, that we cannot 
afcend into heaventolearne wifdom, to get the knowledge of the Holy One, Prev. 
30. 3, 4. The fpirit of fornication hath fo befotted us, that we have not fo 
muchas a mind to look toward God. Hence that complaint, 1 bave brought up 
children , and they have rebelled againf? me. The ox knoweth his owner , and 
theaffe his mafters crib, but Ifraeldoth not know; my people doth. not con- 
Ifa. 1.253 fider. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolifo people and nnwife? Is not he thy fa- 
Deurg2.6 ther &c ? But there is none that underftandeth, and fecketh God, none that fir- 
ete rith np himfelf to take hold of God &c. Graceleffe and heedleffe impes we are all, 
Nae 4I a4 that willnor once take knowledge our of father, or cry after him though loft, as 
Ifa. és, a Micah did after his lott-idols: albeit we have fo tafted of his fweetneffe, and 
1 Chron.28.9 he hath faid, Bebold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by his name. 


Hof 4 


Butthou, Soloman my fon, know thouthe God of thy fathers, yea God thy fa- ` 


ther: for, Iwill be his father and he fhal be my fos, faid the Lord to ee 
© 2 Sate 
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2 Sam. 7. 14. We ufe to fay (and we have it from the Greeks ) that he is Telemachus 
a wile child that knows his father. But he is no child of God, that knowes not “#4 Homer: 
him for his father. / write unto you babes, faith St. Iohn, becanfe ye have known h he 
the father, Loe he isnot yet ababe in Chrift that hath nor fome knowledge of oo 
this, that God is his father. True itis that the molt gray headed , and moft 
experienced Chriftian knowes butin part, and imperfectly , becaufehe is taught . , 
but lamely , we prophecy in part 1 Cor. 13. 9. we fee here but as ina glaffe ob- °S E diniy- 
[{cxrely , we fee but Gods back-parts , the later end of histraine: we hear of him Exel 
here by the hearing of the eare , butitis no more then as the later end ofa fen- Ine. 
tence, or fo much only as the Ecchorefounds. But we muft be getting and grow- 2 Pet.3.18 
ing in this grace , even in the knowledge of our Lord Jefas Chrift, He isthe H 1-3 
brightneffe of his fathers glory , and the expreffe image othis perfon, The beam Lande, she 
of the Sun is not fo like the body of the Sun, the chira¢teron the waxisnorfo mine 
hike the feal that imprints ic, nay milk is not fo like milke , as Chrift is like his 
father. He is up and down the iclf- fame that his Father is : they differ in nothing Chriftus off 
but that the one is ghe father , and northe fon , the other is the fon, and notthe @*2Pairés 
father. Hence chat of our Saviour to Philip, when he faid, Lord fhew us the ERREG: 
father , and it fufficeth us. ‘Jefus faith unto him » Have I been fo long time with 
you, and yer hafi thou not known me , Philip? He that hath feenme, hath feen the Ioh,14.8,9 
Father, and how fayeft thou then , foew us the Father ? i 

The very fame All-powcrfall God, who in fellowfhip of his facred perfori hath 
afoul and body glorifred , the fame {pirituall nature is che nature of the Father: As 
ifthe fame foul and body that isin you, were communicated with the perfon of 
your child. Well might our Saviour therefore fay, If ye had known me. ye 
fhould have known my father alfo. John 14. 7. Ob learne and labour there- 
fore to profit moreand more in the myftery of Chrift, to know him better in 
his natures, in his offices, in his workes both of Abafemenr and Advancement, of 
Humiliation and Exaltation: but efpecially to know him as St. Pes! did (for the 
other you may eafily kaow out of every Carechifine ) to knew him and the power of 
his refurrettion , and the fellowfbip of his Sufferings , being made conformable to bis 
death Phil. 3. 10. This is the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus ver.8. this 
is life cternall Zob. 17. 3. Weknow-no moreofGodand his will, then we pra- 
ctife, and have cxperienceof: Chrift is faid to know no fin, becaufe he did none: 
and Ei:’s fons knew not the Lord; (though priefts ) becaufe they feared him not: 


they deteined the truth, they knew, in uorighteoufaeffe, as thofe Philofophers 
did Kom. 1. 18. l 


SECT. IX. 


Let them thankfully acknowledge bis free grace in their Adoption : 
and why. 


Second daty we owe to God as his children is thankfull acknowledge 
A that never-cnough adored depth of his fingular love in our Mepis te 
abfolute ‘and independant freedome of his grace herein was fuch, that without 
aby the leaft colour of caufe, or fhew of reafon inus; without any defe& on his 
part or defert on onrs » He drew us out of the moft vile and fervile condition that 
could be, into theglorious liberty ofthe fons of God. David was tobe gathe~ 
Si to his fathers, and it was thereforea fingular favour to him that he fhould Pil 132.1% 
ave children to fit upon his throne after him. Bat Ged is the King immortall, as Efay 9.6 f 
St. Paul {tiles him, the everlafting Father , as Efay, and therefore needs no fon x Tim.r.a7, 
to Ts, him. But ifhe did, -behad a fon of his own as like him asis poffible as 
y om alfqbe hath fer as King upon his holy hill of Sion. Amiongft men, thofe 
i i have c ildren oftheir own , ifthey adopt another mans childe >» it is common- 
Y becaufe their own are unfit for fucceffion either from fome bodily weakneffe as 
not likely to leave iffue , or for bafenefle of {pirit, and badneffe of behaviour, as 
uncapable and unfit for government. Now none of all this can without horrible 


Aa aa blafphemy 
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blutphemy be taid of the Lord Chrift. Butadmit the cafe had {o ftood with God; 


Ezek, 16.3545 
5,6. 

Chrift calls 
his pont: 
firs} br Lave, 
and rr anes 
far oue. 
Crit. 210. 
Hamo eft in- 
verfxs decalo~ 
gus. 
£ph,2.1,2- 


CU KEXAHT= 
irot. 
Gal.3.23. 


Mal. 1.6 


Oi yov&s 
nue Oeo 
toig. 
Hirrocl, 


1 Sam.2. 


Phal.24. 


thatit: had beca requifite he fhould have adopttd any for his fons , and heirs, 
the goad Angels might have drawn away his affe@tion from us by their holineffe, 
or thcev.E angels his compaflion , for their wretchedneffe: or he could, fora 
used, ofvery ftones have raifed up children to himfelf , tobe heirs of his king- 
dome in Chruit. It was his will only , and nothing elfe, that moved his will to 
{fet his love upon is, as we may fee bothin the type Deut. 7. 7. and in che truth 
Ej. 1.5. Surcly as there was no defect or needin him , fo there was as little me- 
ritor d.firtinus. For wherezs in the civill adoption (as when Pharaohs daughter 
adopted Atos, Mordecai adopted Effher , Pacob the two fons of Fo eph ) there 
is fomerhing in the Adopted that movethche Adoptant: cither {ome outward in- 
ducement, a» kindred , beauty , favour &c. or lome inward, as the gifts of the 
mind: , underttanding, ingénuity , hopefulnes &c. there was nothing at all in us 
to move God to ficha mercy. For outward refpects, there was neicher kindicd 
toimete hin (for car father was an Amorite, our mother a Hittite: we were the 
fons of the perverte rebellious woman, as Saul reproached donathban) nor yet 
besuty to jatice bim , for we were in oxy blood , in osr blood , in our bless , when 
he tpread the skirt ot his garment over us, and faid unto us, Live. Blo -dis fo 
many feverail tines there named, to note our extreme filthinefle : {o little amiae 
ble were we when he fee his love upon us. 

And for any inward motive, grace ( whichis the only thing that God looks 
after Pfal. 14. 2.) is notat ail to be found in the naturall man. Nay heflands a- 
cofe, and is quite contrary toit; a: being acted and agitated by the devili, and 
heid captive, as a flave by him, at his pleafure. Loe this was our cftate, thus 
the Lord found us when he came to adoptus. And indeed Adoption (to {peak: 
properly , as ir is aborrowed rermc from the civil law ) imports as much. For 
it ts the raking of onefo’ afon, whois, for prefent, in fome fervitude to another. 
And fo Lawyers diftinguifh it from Arrogation, whichis, fay they, the chu- 
fing of one for a fon that isffrec,bis own man, & not under the command ofanother. 
Bat {uch (alafs )was not our cafe: for both Jews and Gentiles were but up under fin, 
fil {hus upclofe prifoners in the devills dangeon,whofe wurks we did, as flaves , 
and could not but do them,whofe image we bear,as fons and could not but refemble 
him: beiug as like the devill,as if we had been fpetont of his mouth,and had perifhe 
ed together with him in our own filth and blood like that forlorne infant,Ezek.16. 
had not he of his mere grace and goodneffe,when it was thetime of loves, faid unto 
us, Leve, yea when we were weltrirg in our blood,he faid Live. Ob let the deep 
and due confideration of this matchleffe mercy and free favour ravith and ah? cer 
hearts,to greateft cheerfulneffe and than kfulneffe : let it {wallow up aii ua ortents, 
and make us fend up many an hamble,joyfull, and praifefall heart to him, 


SECT. x. 


Let them honour their father s and how. 


Third duty we are to performe to God asa father is Reverence, according to 

thar inthe Prophet, A fon hononreth his father. If then I be a father , her's 
mine honour ? and that in the Decalogue, Honour thy father and thy mother, which, 
faith Se. Paul, isthe firft commandement with pramife. Promife, I fay, of long 
life to him that ( by honouring them ) lengtheneth his parents life. Reverence 
and loving refpect to parents never went unrecompenced , asin Japheth , Ifaac, 
Rata, others: much leffe fhallthatto God : for, them that honour him he will ho- 
sonr. 7 
Here then we are 1. to have an high and honourable efteem of God in our 
hearts: lifting up , and laying open thofe everlafting doors , that the King of glo- 
ry may comein , and come in ftate, in his ownlikeneffe. Ignorant people caft him 
into adifhonourable mould as it were: they have bald and bafe conceits of God : 
they think him altogether fucha one as themfelves, or worfe: they change the 


glory 


Paner- 
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Slory of the incorruptible God into an imagemad: Like to corraptible man Gc. they dif- Plal.so.2:, 
honour him, and therefore he gives them up to Pailions of difhcnour, or vile Rom.1.13, 
affections. For as a king will take it ill tobe entertainea no otherwife by his {ubjects, dies niae 
when he comes amongft them, then ifhe were fome Knight or meaner man: fo Aha ag i 
will God, when we have low conceptions ofhim, when we glorifie him not as 2Gor.6.15 
God, when we enlarge not his roome, and let him in-dwell richly in us, when 
we conceive not ofhim as the oxely porent:ue ; reprefent him not to our thoughts in 
the apprehenfion of one that is in and of himfelf Ail--fufficient, Omnipotent, onely 
wife,and in Chrift our moft merciful father, yet {till ozr futher iz heaven; who with- 
out refpect of perfons judgeth according to every mans works : whom therefore if 
we call father we mutt paffe che whole time vfour fojourniag here (till he fend for 
us home) zz fear. Lo thisis to honour God in our hearts, And this is that. that is 
required fo often in fcripture, under the term of magnifying God, or making him 
great, and of glorifying God, or making him glorious: fo he is pleafed to account 
of it , when we get -fo far, as to conceive of him above all creatures : and chat is 
when he comes into our hearts asa king of glory, far above all the glory that can 
be tound in earthly princes. 

2. Wemuft honour him in our foeeches , both ro him, and of him. Pe 

1. in our prayers co God, we inuft take unto us Words, neither coo curious, nor Verba nec leča 
too carelefle, we mult (peak {upplic.:tions, with che poor publican, we mutt addreffe Pas mes 
our icives unto him in lowhelt meaner, as the Prodigal did, Father L have faned 
aè unt reavea and before thee, I am no rise worily to be calicd phy ckildz2. A fer- 
vants place in chine houfe is too good for me.BrieAy, our words toGelin prayer 
mult by, as the words ufe to be of a childe to his father, humble, earnen, and direct 
to the pom avoiding vam babblings This is to be fober in prayer 1 Pet.4.3 when con- iia ae 
fidering that God is in heaven, and we on earth, confidering the infinite diftance, terarah 
and diiproportion between him and us,therefore our words ne few. Weare allowed 1 Tina, 
to parle with God by prayer, to ufe an holyand humble familiarity, and to come Omnino opr- 
boldly unto the throne of grace;but yet we muft fo covch our petitions, thar all ee 
needlefs hear tleffe repetitions, fuperfiuous endleffe digrefiions, tedious and unnecef- tinsel 
fary prolixities be carefully avoided. Humble and pithy prayer findes freer accefle colefiem,in qua 
to God, and returns with better fucceffe co us. Rex regum 

2. As we muft thus honour onr heavenly father in our fpeeches to him, fo in Tae 
our fpeeches alfo of him co others. Take heed, that we rake not up chat great Ruani ergs 
and terrible naine of his, unreverently, lightly, loofely, difrefpe&fully : for he hath cam reverenia 
vowed that he will hold none guiltleffe, hehath (worn that no vain fwearers, or guanto timorej 
other difhallowers of his name fha!l ever enter into Lis kingdom. Reviling of ae 
parents was banifhment by P/uo’s laws, death by Gods laws Exod 21. 17. HOW cedere diet 
{hall chey elcape that bere thorough the glorious and dreadful name of God, tof- epalude faa 
fing it in theircommon talk as filthy dogs do {inking carrion ; that fwear in ‘cf? procedens Gy 
and not in judgement ; chat play with oathes as apes do with nuts, not confidering aeni tiu saa 
that there isa large roll of ten yard: long and five yards bruad full of curfes Bern 
againft the fwearer, and that fhall reft upon bis houfe, which he calls his caftle, Lev.g,12. 
and where he thinks himfelf moft fecure. Zach. 5.2.Oh what will become of chofe 
hellith mouthes that belch out bla{phemies againft him. (whom yet they daily call 
Our father which are iz heaven) fo ordinarily and fo openly, chat fome of them ate 
become Very ixter eftions of fpecch to the vulgar, and other-fomemere phrafes of gal- S.Edw, Sands. 
lantrey tothe braver, as one complaineth. How fhould we grieve at this, as chofe 
good men did when D.wid was reviled by Shia:ei, how fhould our hearts rife to 
hear our heavenly father thus difhonoured ? furely good blood will not belie it feff, 
3+ God isto be honoured as a father in our whole converfation, renemLring 
that we are ever inhis eye: and fhould therefore walk before him in an holy 
bafhfulneffe, as afhamed and afraid to do any thing unworthy of his prefzace, 
or that may give him discontent. It was ordered in Mofes law, that when sny 
went forth of the camp to eafe nature, they fhould dig ahole with a paddle, and 
cover their excrements: And why? For the Lod thy God watketh iz the reidh 
of thy camp, therefore fhallir be holy, that he fez is unclean thing in thee, and cura 
away from thee Dezt.23.13,14. Now there was more in thislaw, then every man 
looks unto. Sin is the fouls excrements : St. Z2més therefore calls it the fuper- 
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RE 
fluity of naughtineffe, in reference to the dung of the beafts that were {lain in 
facrifice. Now God is of purer eyes then to behold fin with patience, in his own 
efpecially : for can twow.ls together and they not be agreed? David is grievoufly 
threatened for desp:fing God his father, that is, for daring to do that before him, 
that he would not have done before a childe of a dozen yeers-old. (ornelizs and 
hiscompany fet themfelves as in Gods view, looked him ful in the face, and earried 
themfelves accordingly -fo muft we,remembring that al things are naked and open be- 


fore the eyes of him, with whons we have to do. lacob feared to difpleafé his father; 


lett he thould get himfelf a curfe, and not a blefling: yea that profane Efan would. 
not offer to attempt any thing againft Lacob his brother during his fathers dayes, 
for fear of difpleafing bim. Epaminond:s rejoycedin nothing more, then that he 
had done noble exploits, and atteined great victories ; whiles his parents were yet 
alive , thar they might fhare with him in the comfort and credit thereof. Oh lee 
it be our conftant care fo to carry our felves, that we may not fhame our fathers 


` houfe, as Solomons fool, but to get him honour from others A4w-5-16. that they 


may feeand fay that weare the feed that the Lord hath bleffed Efay 61. 9. It is not 
for noble mens fons to be lingering and lodging in the ftable or gate-houfe, (that’s a 
place for grooms and hindes) much leffe to be found filling muck-cart. the No more 
doth it fure with che fons of God to be loading themfelves with thick clay, to have 
their hands elbow-deep in the world, to bufie themfelves about many things 
with neglect of the one thing neceffary, to run fqeaking up and down the world, 
as rats and mice good for nothing burto devour victuals. This is not to walk 
worthy of God their father, and of Chrift their elder brother. ' 


Secr. XL 
Let them referable their father, and wherein. 


Ods children muft refemble him, aswell as reverence him. The child is but 

the father multiplied ; the father of the fecond Edition, as One {peaketh, 
like him ordinarily, both in countenance and condition. The Pharifees were fo like 
their fathers they were the worfe again. J/aae trod in his fathers foot-fteps, and 
heyred him, even in his infirmities, Gen. 26.7. Conftantines fonnes exactly re- 
fembled their father in his good partsand practifes. We muft alfo be followers of 
Godas dear children. 1. In light, 1 7ob.1.5. being tranfparent as a chryftall 
glaffe with a light in the midft of it. 2. In love, Ephef.s.1,2. for have wenot 
allone father, Mal. 2.10. Ephef. 4.5, 6. love therefore as brethren, 1 Pet. 3.8. 
fall not out by the way, Gen. 45. 24. let there be no difference, for we are bre- 
thren, and the Canaanite isin the land Gev.1 3-7,8- How can we look our father in 
the face, or exped his blefling, when we know that he knowes there ts diffention 
amongft us? Oh how happy and pleafant a thing it is,brethren to be at unity; there 
furely itis that God commands the bleffing Pfal. 133.1,3. He never cameat 
eAbraban that we read oftill the breach betwixthim and Lot was made up again; 
live therefore at peace, and the God oflove and peace fhall be with you. 3. In 
mercy Ls:k.6.36. loving them that hate us, blefling them thatcurfe us, doing good 
to them that perfecute us: for fo fhallwe be the children of our heavenly father, 
who doth good both ro the juft, and to the uniuft, caufeth his fun co fhine, and 
his raine to fall, not onely upon flowers, and fruit-trees, but alfo. upon briers and 
thorns of the wilderneffe, {uch incarnat devils,as march up and down the earth with 
hearts and hands as full as hell,with al manner of malice and mifchief. Such a childe 
of God was Ekibathat feafted his enemies, & Srevew that prayed for his perfecutours, 
and chat Martyr that when he could not obtain a fair hearing before Steven Gard- 
ner,cryed out.Send me to my prifon again among my frogs and toads which will not 
interrupt me,whiles I pray for your Lordthips converfion. 4.In fanctifying the fab- 
bath, Exed. 20.11. Efay 56.5.6. by reiting not only from corporai iabour, but fpi- 
ritual idleneffe : as God reked on that day from creating , and yet works hither- 


unto in preferving and upholding all things by the word of bis power. The bafer 
ort 
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fort of people in Sweth=land do alwayes break the fabbath, faying that i 

for gentlemen to keep that day. And in many places amongft ts Gods fabbathe ary Davids defice 

made the yeyder and dunghill for all refufe bufineffes. Buc the Pharifees taking it by Reb, Ab- 

for granted that Chrift had done that he could not juftifie on that day, (wherein m pas 

they were miftaken) rigbtly conclude: Ifthis man were of God he wouid not have 

broke the jabbath day : this not the guife of Gods chiidren. 5. Laftiy,in dil holy life „ 

and pure converfation, according to that, Be ye holy as Lam holy, pure as. 1 am pure por? 

perfeit as 1 am perfeit. Our lives fhould beas fo many .vifible commentaries upon SENTAS 

Chrift’s life : we fhould preach forth his vercues,and expreffe him to the world in all < 

his imitable praifes, and practifes. Then we are faid to walk in Chrift, yea, to walk, or, 24 

as Chrif? walked, when we refemble him ; not as an image doth a man in our-ward i 

lineaments onely, but asa fon doth his father in nature and difpofition, in affecti- 

on and action. Our utmoft good confifts in communion with God and confor- 

mity to him: in keeping inward peace with him that he abhor us not » becanfe of the 

provoking of his fons and of his daughters Deut.33.13.and in feeking and keeping (if ic 

be poflible, and as much as in us lies )peace with all men,and holineffe; for fuch fhall 

both fee God (which is net every mans priviledge,) and be counted and called the 

fons of God Muh, 5. 10. they fhall have both the comfort and credit of divine A- Heb,12. 14 
option. . l 


. SECT. XIL 
Let them love their Father: and how te expreffe their love. 


F God be our Father, it’s but fit we fhould love him ; God having ti 

and children together with cords of love, faith Naxianzen. Tee Ta FPE Pa] 
though of a fiery nature, yet ( contrary to the nature of fire herein ) defcends ra- wrido Osa 
ther then afcends. Hence, grandfathers oft love their grandchildren better then 2572s 7? 
their own. But love fhould (and in good children doth ) afcend alfo. Je is but Aei nc: 
reafon they fhould reciprocate, and return their parents love for love: do not inert monies 
publicans the fame, Mat. 5.46? Do not our clothes warmed by us, warme us quàm fuos ibe. 
again? That God loves all his with a love more then Fatherly, hath been abun- 7" eidfeld. 
dantly proved above. God fo loved the world, that he gave his onely begotten Son Cos amoris 
This isa fic without a ficat: there is no fufficient fimilitude in nature to expreffe it Joh 3 16 
by. Herein, if ever, he made naked unto us che bowels of his Fatherly affection, as 
in an anatomy. God fo loved his Son, as he gave him all the world for his poffeñi- 
on, Pfal. 2. buthe fo loved the world, that he gave Son and all for its redempti- 
on. Thus ( ô ye finfull fonnes of men) Gods bowels are open anto you, his heart is 
enlarged. Yeo are not frettned in him, but yee are fraitued in Jour own bowels 
Now for a recompence in the fame, (he {peaks unto you as unto his children ) 2Cor.6.115 
be yealfoentarged. imate amorem illins, faith St. Bernard. Oh love, that love of 1213 TD 
his, who for love of thee coupled his love to thy love, by abafing himfelf, by ad- Conjungende 
vancing thee, by uniting the light of his eternity to the mire of thy mortality. lumen fice 
Whom therefore having not feen, ye love, faith Peter, 1 Epiff.1. 8. and My love j erate 


-was crucified, faid /¢natius. And, T love thee dearly, O Lord my God, faith Da- talitatis.Bern, 


vid. And again, O how I love thy law! O how amiable are thy Tabernacles! he "Egos ô tuds 
even wondereth at his own love, and vents himfelf by an exclamation. For Amor eeuvlearras, 
Dei ejt extaticus, nec fe ficit effe fui juris, faith-One. There isa two-told love Vales 
(and both due to -him in whom there is a concurrence of all atcractives, and reten- PREBAL 
tives of our love) 1. Of Defire; this is an earneft longing after that which wee Pinkes Serin, 
beleeve would do us much good, if we could attain to it. 2. OF Delight, or com- love. 
placency, when having attained that which we defired, we hugge and imbrace it 
aud folace our felvesin the fruition of it. Now Chrift, (the Everlafting Father, 
Efay 9.6.) mutt have both thefe, and that in thehigheft degree: For heis white 
and addy, waite inhis life, and ruddy in his death, the chief of ten thonfand, or 
the flandard-bearer of ten ihenfand. For as the talieftand gooditeit men uleto Gants. ro 
catry the Enfigne, to difplay the Banner, or Standagd: fuch is Chrift: All excel- Fae 


lency.isinvefted inhim, all good is conveyed unto us by him, all love is therefore graèr 3, 


Aaaa 3 due 


924. 
Se, = a Cay 
Non bene con due from usto him.We fay that Majefty & love cannot dwell together, beca ufe love 


‘venunt nec in is the abafing of the foul to all fervices.But its otherwife in Chrift. Majelty and love 
una fede mo- could cohabite in his heart, & hereof he gave us the beft affurance,when the Lord of 
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eee life was crucified to death. Love is moft feen in fuffering:as it {elf is a pafon, fo it is 
Jurenal, tried rather by paffions then actions. He fealed up his love both by doing and dying 
afpa for us:leaving us a Copie to write after, ( as St. Peier hath it )to do whatfoever he 
aleea 2t ë Sidsus to forbear whatfoever heforbids us , and tolay down our deareft lives for 
on, his fake, it called thereunto, according to that: For thy fake are Wwe flain all the 

ae teas day long, we ate in deaths often. Ye were every haire of my heada man, ( faid 
lb. 1430.  Ardely the Martyr, to bloody Bosner ) I would fuffer death in the opinion and 
faith [am now in. ‘The heavens fhall fooner fall, then1 will forfake my Chrift, 

Ib. Bos. faid Wiljam Flower. My wife and my children are fo dearly beloved unto me 


( faid George Carpenter burntat Adunken ) that they cannot be bought from me 

for all the richesand poffeffions of the Duke of Bavaria: but tor the love of my- 

Lord Chrift I will willingly forfake them. He that loveth father or mother more 

then me, is not worthy of me: asd be that loveth fon or daughter mere then me, is 

not worthy of me Mah. 10. 37. If aman hold not the Lord Chrift worthy of 

more love then his deareft friends, he hath no part in him. Allour love muft 
bebeftowed upon him as molt worthy, there is notone particle of it to be beftow- 

ed on any other thing. But then he gives us our love againe, and then we may 

difperfe it here and there,and love other things : but no otherwile then as they con- 

‘ vey lovetous from Chri, and may be meanes of drawing up our ‘affections to 

Pinkss Serm ©hrit. My love unto my Saviour (faith one although it came occafionally and ime 
oflove. p.21 pulfively from my love of my felf, yet it is terminated principaliy in his 
l " glory , though accefforily likewife, as he is contented it fhould, in mine own 

D. Sibbes Ser happinefle. Butitisa kind of miracle( faith another )inevill, when we love 
ont Cor 9, other things befides God; or better then God, bafer then our felves: Itis as 
muchas if a river fhould turne backward, What a bafe thing is it.for a man 


to fuffer fach a {weer ftreame aslove, to run into fuch afinke ? And a little after, . 


Ie wasa miracle, faith he, thatthe three young men fhould be in the midft of 
the furnace, and be thereasifthey were in another place, no hotter. And it is as 
much a miracle, chat men thould be in the midft of all incouragements to love 
God, and yet love any thing more then God. He is abfolutly good, and fo is to 


Vix diliginr be loved abfolutly and for himfelf , but all other things in bim, and for him, ” 


as our friends are to be loved in che Lord, and our foes for the Lord, This 


efus pro 
That hon is. childlike indeed 


Fefun. Aug. 
SECT. XIIL 


Let them depend upontheir Father, both for prevention of evil, 
and provifion of good. 


Lê ftly, learn we to depend upon Godas a father, for both prevention of evilt 
Phil.4.5. and provifion of good. 1s nothing be carefull , but in all things make your 


regueft known te God with thankfgiving, faith Peal. And marke, that he 


2 Sam.13°4 bids us bring our thanks together with our requeft, to have the one as ready as . 
the other, for weare fureto {peed. Why art thon thes pale and leane from day ted 

Wit Gree with carking cares, and difquieting feares of this or that danger ? Are not thon she 

Plalss.az je ings fon? and wil! he deny thee any thing thou askeft ? Caft all thy care upon 
God, for hecares forthee. Roll both thy felf upon him, and thy Gife upon 
him, faith David: that is, whatfoever thou wouldft that God fhould beftow 

Rona: upon thee,caft it firft upon him by faith and it fhal! be efleded: he fhail, bring it to 


Qui mifit uni- Palle. Away with the fpirits of bondage to feare againe: we have now received 
genitum immi- the {pirit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba, father : yea, for an unqueftionable 
mifit fpiritum, pledge of his infinite love,he hath given us his fon : how thall he not'then together 


mili suselesies acta h > tase ME NOE ENEH toget 
ies ars with him,give us ali things alfo? That’s St. Pan? argument.IF ye which are évillcan: 
tibi negaturus 
oft. B:r.de tem, 


give good things to your children,how much more wil your heavenly father giver 
cm 
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them that ask of him ? that’s our Saviours argument. Whereunto fet me adde this, 


925 


God made himfelf known to be our gracious and provident Father, before we Mat.6 


could know our felves to be his children. 
tiere like cheefe, curioufly wrought us in thofe lowermoft parts of the earth, 


He formed us inthe womb, crudled us 


A Chrifti- 
an is crow- 


(as ned uot 


an Artificer, when he hath fome fpeciall piece of work to do;retires into fome pri- only in his - 


vate room out of the fight of others) whileft we were.ttiere,he filled two bottles of coke | 


milk for our entertainment into the world : whereinto we no fooner came; but he 
entred intocovenant with us, to be our God and Father: hee figned and fealed 
this covenant by the Sacrament of Baptifme, the folemne feal of our adoption : 
And all this before ere we knew what was doneuntons. And will hee now forger 
to dous good, when we know and acknowledge him, when we pray unto him, and- 
by faith depend upon-him? It isnot poffible. He feeds the fowls, and clothes 
the lillies, to whom he is no father: And will-he not much more do fo for you, 
Ob ye , mall faiths. A child whiles he hath his fathers favour cares for nothing ; ne- 
ver troubles himfelf to think where he thali have his next meal, or anew {uit of 
clothes: let him but pleafe his father,and thofe things fhall be provided to his hand. 
Again, leta child walk in dark and dangerous places, fo long as he hath hold of 
his father he fearsnot. Did we but ftirre up our felvesto take hold of God, wee 
fhould be fecure, yea though we walked in the vale of the thadow of death, wich 
David: we fhould never be heard to fay, (as Heathens that have no intereft in 
God ) What fhall we eat? or what fhall we drink? or Wherewith fhall we be clo- 
thed ? fo long as our heavenly Father knows that we need all thefe things, and will 
not fail to provide them in a competent meafure. The men of Gods hand, it may 
be, fhall have more then wee, becanfe they have their portion here with the pro- 
digall, Bucweneed notenvie thein chat: for it is but an eftate for life, granted 
them in the utmoft and moft remote part of our inheritance. Will a child think much 
a father fhould give a penfion for life, out of this, or that, whiles he hath far 
greater things left him; yea the jnhericance alfo of that, out of which an annuity 
is granted for a time tofome other? Children ought not to lay up for their parents; 
but parents for thesr children, faith the Apoftle, And, Oh how gteat things, faith 
the Prophet, haft thou laid up in ftore for them that fear thee ! Now, will hè give us 
a crown, and denyusacruft ? provide heaven for us,and with-hold earth from us? 
Ask onely and it fhall be given you: the earth is the Lords, and the fulneffe there- 
of. inyour Fathers houle is bread enough. Shall the prodigal call fo confidently 


fore he is 
born,as Sapo- 
res K. of Per- 
fia was. For 
his father dy 
ing, left his . 
mother with 
child, and the 
Perfian Nobi- 
lity fecche : 
crown on his 
mothers bel- 
ly, acknow-. 
Jedgingthere= 
by her iffue 
for their 
Prince. Heyl. 
Geog. p64 
ané’ of, 
ÖAIJÁTISOL. 
Pfal.23.3 


Phl. 17 


2 Cor.12.14 


for his childs part? fhall E/z# go fo roundly to his father for the bleffing? Anddo Lek 15.12 


we ftand doubting whether we were beft fpeak, or hold our tongues? and not fall 
down with Eftber before Ahafeuerofh, or with Achfah before her father Caleb, and 
beg the upper-{prings of fpirituall bleflings, and the nether-fprings of temporali 
comforts? which hewith-holds, haply, for a time; with an unwilling willingneffe, 
that he may hear of us, and have our prayers: which, though never fo poor and 
imperfect, yet he is much taken with, asa naturall parent is with the pratling, and 
ftammering of his own, above all the plain {peech of all the childrenin the Town 


__befides. 


Secr. XIV. 


Comfort of Adoption: where are foewed the Priviledges of fonnes, 
privative; and pofitive. 


(Omfort to all Gods faithfull fervants : they are fonnes and daughters to the 

Almighty: and count you that a fmall matter? Is ic nothing to be fon-in-law 
toa king, faith David? What pains did Paceb take night and day to be but fonne- 
in-law to Laban, who changed his wages ten times, and ever for the worfe : Jo- 
Seph and Danie! were for their good fervice highly advanced, but not adopted. 
But every fervant of God isa fonne, and every fonne an heir. Great was the glory 
of our firit Parents in Paradife, had they held ic: and yetif they had, what had 
they otten, more then a confirmation of their prefent eftate, or at moft, the re- 
ward of their fervice, wages for their work? they could never have attained As 

ae . this 


Gen.27.34 


et Bee, 
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this honour, tobe the fonsof God. ‘This St. Zob» inhis gofpell calls a dignity , 
an eminency į. royalty, And in his firk epifile , he ftands and wonders, as 
tranfported with an extaly. of admiration at it: Job. 3. 1. And well he might: 
For this ( faith che plalmilt ) is co be fet,above the Kings of the earth, it intereftech 


. and inrighteth.a man to the inheritance of ‘heaven and earth. The poflefficn of the 


re 


cath is as y ct deteyncd from God; children by the wicked fora time , as the pro- 


miied land was from Hrael by the Amorites: but they have great things mean- ' 


~: while in reverfion , even heaven withall its happines, whither they may com- 


xX Petig i; 


"do chey their glorious priviledges, 
- _ chofe rather to tuff:rasafon, then to fcape asa baftard , he preferr’d the reproach 


Heb.t I. 


Joh.8.35 


Multd plures * 
Jum gratie pri- 
vative quam 
pofitive.Gerfon 


Rom. 8, 


Joh.14.18 


Hic cum triffe 
aliquid ftatuit 
fit tiis dy 
apfa.Cuigs ferè 
penam fumere 
pera fraeth 
Ovid.2 de 
Pont eleg 2. 
Toiy, God 
hath caft you 
offtheezuf= he 
hath hid his 
fuce.isa falla- 
cy ferche out 
of the Devils 
Topicks. 


Janua vita 
porta cœli Bera. 


foitadly look up and boaft, on better ground then Nebuchadnezzar did of his 
Babel , Is noc this mine inheritance? Am 1 not kept by the power of God to that 


 falvation referved for me inthe heavens?; Yea they may comfortably lift up their 


eye (as Godbid Abraham, toward heaven, andeell the ftarrs if he werc able ) 
This-, Mofes well underftood , and therefore 


of Chrift before the honour of being the ton of Pharaohs daughter , and the pofii- 
bility of being heir cotwo kings, as Jofephus relates it, He was faithfull in all 


. Gods houfeasafervane: bur tbat wasnotall. Forthe fervant abideth not in the 


houfe for ever, asthe fon doth. Moreover, the kings of the earth take tribute 
of their fervants and fudiects, but their children go free Mat. 17. 26. Be- 
hold, Gods children are all manumiteed by Chrift, and poffeffed of a twofold 
{recdome. 

I. P.ivative from the dominion, and damnation of fin, from the rigour and irri= 
tation of the law , from the captivity and cruelty of the deviil , from che danger of 
death , and horrour of hell &c. This isa priviledge far beyond that of a citizen of 
Rom: , which yetmight neither be fuffered to beg, nor be bound withthongs 
Ait, 22, 29. And thisis thatthe Apoftle calls the glorious Liberty of the fons of Ged, 
as eliewhere he couples Adoption with glory Rom. 9. 4. includesit in glory Kom, 8. 
30.and purs it for glory Roms.8.23. Freed Gods children are not (I conteffe, ) of 
crofies and corrections , for then were they baftards and not fons. He fcourgeth 
every fon whom he receiveth, but he never leaveth them orphans, helveleife , 
comfortleffe, In the midh of defertion ( the foreft kinde of afflidion ) they may, 
nay they muft call him Father, and ask him bleffing. E/zy 64. 7, 8, 9, andhe 
knowes noc how to fay them nay, coming unto him in that name , and under 
tbat notion. Should a parent fee his fick childe pant and look pittifully , cry out 
(as once the Shanamices fon to his father ) O my head, my head! my heart is fick, 
my headisheavy. Tam weary with paines: whar thall ido? where fhall 1 reft? 
&c. He cod notcurn his back upon him and negle& bis moans: much leffe could 
he continue to ftrike him , lifting up his feeble hands for mercy , and looking up- 
on him with watery eyes ; but wou'd rather fet himfelfto feck out, and to do him 
ail pofliole esfe and comfort. And fhall not the God of all mercy , and the Father 
of all confolation pity his poor children thatare diftreffed, or difeafed , and {end 
deliverance? Will he not melt over his childe, and burn hisrod{ Will henot 
hold him up with one hand as he did Zacoby when he beats him down with the 
other? will he net look through the chinkers to fee how we do, when he hath 
fhutus up clofe prifoners ? wil: he not deal by usas the mother deals by her little- 
one ,makes him beleeve the will caft him away to the puttock,or pitchhim headlong 
into the pool, when yet fhe keeps falt hold on him ? 

2. Pofitive , andto he is made a free-denifon of Jerufalem that.is above, and 
potteffed ofall the priviledges ofthat fupernall citty. Sce a briet ex:raé of them 
in that 1 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. Allthings are yours? Avery large charter; Allillu- 
minations, infpirations, gifts and graces of the {pirit, gifts of Gods minifters and 
the adler fort of Chriftians , all thefe are not more their own then yours toufe; 
you have title to them, and intereft in them , and may claime them for your own :. 
Whether Panl , or Apollo , or Cephas , or the world > you are heirs of ic together 
with faithfull Abraham : Or life, grace to fpend it well , or death , tothe wick- 
ed atrap-dore to hell, but tothe fainesan inlet into eternall happines , or things 


prefent , alloccurrences are fanctified to you , or things to come , heaven waits for 


+ 


you, hellhath nothing to do with you. Thus all is yours, as the Apofile“there. 
reiterates it, though not in pofleffion (.unleffe it be in our Head ) yet in ufe, ia 
. . , right 
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right or by way of reduction, as we fay, the worft things are Gods childrens : 


they are heirs of the kingdome faith James, heads deftinated to the 
Tertullian. Their priviledges asfons , are fitter tobe beleeved, 
be difcourfed. And this fhould make them hold up their heads, 
and be cheerfull, buenot, witHall, {cornefull, 


then poffible to 
but not too high, 


non fecuri, gaudentes in (piritu fandlo, fed tamen caventes à recidivo, Bern. 


CHAP. V. 


God will pity and pardon his people their wants and weakneffes. 


And I will {pave them as aman fpareth bis own fon that 


ferves bin. 


Ho gracioufly God will deal with his dear children in refpect of their pious 
A Bperformances , is here {weetly fet forth by an exquifice fimile , from the dea- 
ling of an indulgent father with his obfequious childe > 1 will [pare them, faith he 
nay that’s norfullenough; Zwi pardon and pity them , I will commiferate and 
compaffionate them , as Pharaohs daughter ance did the forlorne infant fhe found 
among the flags. / will fe clemency and fhew kindueffe untothem, And how ? Asa 
man doth to hes own fon that ferves him. . ' 

In which comfortable expreffion there isa double declaration ( faith an Inter- 
preter ) of Gods fatherly affe@ion: as thus. We cannot but fhew love even to 
a ftranger that obferves us: As o tother fide, we diflike and deteft evena fon 
thar flightsus. Burafon, anda ferviceable fon » what father can chufe but love 
and like well of? And hall God, the father of all the father-hoods in heaven and 
earth fhew leffe love to his obedient children that are taovzes willing at leaft to 
keep a good confcience , and are faithfullin weaknefle, though weak in faith? No: 
but he will kindly accept of what they areable, and remit theret: He will [pare 
them, as a man fpareth his own fon that ferves him. 

Than the which I know not what thegood Lord could have fpoken more ef- 
fectually for the fetting forth of his own fatherly compaflion , or for the fetting of 
our hearts in found confolation. Take it thus, 

God will farely thew like mercy and mildeneffe to his obedient children in 


their faults and faculties, in their wants and weakneffes. as the kindeft father would 
do to his deareft fon that ferves him. > 


SECT. 1. 2.3.4, 
Reafons from God , out of Micah. 7+ 18, 19. 


Ti is no new doctrine for ( befides that the Text is for us in fo many words 
almoft ) the man whofe eyes are open hath faid it, He hath faid, who beard the 
Words of God , who faw the vifiens of the Almighty; Ged feeth no iniquity in Jacob , 
zor tranfgreffionin Ifrael. See he doth (’tis trac ) for heis all eye, and all things 
are naked and open before him. Yea he fecth enough in the beft to provoke the 
eyes of bes glory. For though the crow think her owne bird whiteft , and fome 
parents can fee nothing amiffe in their children, as David in his Adonijah: yerhe 
charged his Angels with felly , and the farrs are not pare in bes fight, How mach 
lefs man that is aworme œc. Heis neither fo blinde as not to behold, nor fo fond 


 Asnot to miflike the leaft faule in his beft childe. For he is of more pure eyes then 


to 
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diadem , faith Jam.2.5 


germs non va- 
let exprimere, 
experimento 
opus eft. Chesf. 
Lari firms | 


Shindler: Pen- 
tag. miferebory 
miferteordia 
commovebor. 
Figuier. Cle- 
Mentiantar. 
Trem, polan, 
In quo duplex 
eft amoris ratio 
doc. Figuier 
De Cartulsne , 
filio à patre 
Machao ob 
contemptum 
crnci afixo le» 
ge Jufidìb.18. 
Heb.13g.18, 


Dof, 


` 
3 


Num. 23,27 


Tlavoebaa- . 
LO ê Ocds. 
1 King.1.6 


Jeb 4. 18,% 
25.59%. 


asend 
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Habuc. 1; 13. to behold evil in whomfoever , with approbation : he -cannot look on iniquity, and 

not fhew his difpleafure. All which notwithftanding , the truth of this point is irre- 

fragable, and the text alledged is no leffe firm then plain for us : God feethno fin 

in hischildren. For, befides that, he will never throw them to hell,(which is the juft 

hire of the leaft fin) it’s often feen, that he-never fo much as corrects them, no not 
vith the rods of men, for innumerable faylings and infirmities. 

Eut winking at {mal faults „as we fay, nay pafling by the tranfgreflions of the 
remnant of his heritage, like as a father pittieth his children, (and pardoneth them 
their childifhneffe) fo the doth lord prety thers that fer him. Lo,he pittieth them, not 
Pfal.103.13 punifheth them. Or if he do procecd to correction (ashe muft other whiles, fach 

ii is our frowardnefle; yet amidft all, he knoweth our frame, he’ remembreth we 
Efay2.a2. are but duf, a peace of earth neately madeup, that wecarry our fouls as a light 
in a papcr-lanthorne, that our breath in our noftrils, is every moment ready to 

puffe out, and that therefore if he fhould alwayes chide, the {pirit would fail befure 

him, wefhould foon faint, and fwoen under hishands; wherefore he deals not 

with us after our fins, nor rewards us according to our iniquities. Put 

asa man chajfererh his fon (faith ALfery and he. would have us wifely to confider 

of it too )forhe Lerd thy God chaflencin thee. Deut.5. Break their ftomackes he 

will, but not their bones : cheirhearts but not their heads. And albeit they, (fuch 

is their peevifhnefle under che rod) give up all for loft, and make de!perate con- 

Judg 6.13. clufions upon their corrections, as Guzen did, yet the fousdation of God remaineth 
2 Time. Sure, The Lord kanweth who are his, he kgows their fouls in anverfity. L foidin my 
hake, I am caf out of thy fahe. Here was a poor prayer. sled yet thor hesrdef the 
voyee of my prayer (poor though it were) whe Seryed unto thee Pal. 31.22. So 
Zion (when under che lath ) fad, The Lord bab forfuken me, and my God 
hath forgotten me, Can a woman forget her fucking childe, that fhe fhould not 
have compailion on theton of her womb ? yea,fhe may forget, and fome Tigref- 
= {es have done it, yet I willnot forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands &c. Look how a natural mother turns her childe out of doors 

for dabbling himfelf, or fome other fhrewd turn, and witha thump on the back 

bids it be gone a begging, yet when the childe begins once to make a lip, whim- 

Jer.31.20, per and fet up his lure, the tahes him in again, and puts him in her bofom : the 
very like dealing we may read of in God with Ephrarm,, his dear fon, his pleafant 
childe Hof. 13.1,2,3- &c. Ephraim of trembling and tender confcienced became a 
flagicious offendour, a defperate idolater. Fer.a.2}, And was not ic high time 
then to take himin hand ? therefore, they fhall be as the morning cloud, as the 
early dew, as the chaffe before the whirl-winde, as the imcke out of the chimney. 
No leffe then utter defolation is threatened againft them. Ene the Lord foon re- 
pents him concerning his fervants,witneffe the words following. Yet 1 am the Lord 
thy God, from the land of Egypt : I am thy fole faviour. Here’s now mercy in the 
midft of judgement. Oh but they abufe mercy, forget their God and fin again: 
Ver. 6. Why therefore God threatencth them again with a more terrible judge- 
ment, Verf. 7,8. Behold t willbe untothem asa Lion, and a leopard, as a bear be- 
reft: I willrentthe kell oftheir hearts, and devour them. Oh fearful condition! 
whowould ever think of fuch, but as of deplored and deiperate, yet fee the fequel. 
O Ifrael, thou hait deftroyed thy felf, but in me is thy help. /er.9. ‘hou haft 
done thy utmoft utterly to undoe thy {elf, but yet J have thought of away for thy 
help, Iwillbe thy king : where is any other that would fave thee (as Ido) in all 
thy cities? And albeit thou art an unwife ton, yet I willbinde up thine iniquity (as 
a cancelled bond) and hide thy fin Fer.12. And although the travels of a for- 
rowful woman be upon thee, fuch is thy dulnefle in not coming off roundly with 
Gods work (with thofe lively Ifraclitifh women, Exod. 1.19.jbut {taying too long 
in the birth, which might juftly bethy death;-as it was Reckels, yet I willran- 
fome thee from the power of the grave, 1 willredeem thee from death. Ver. 14. 
Ey but for how long ? might they fay : I fhall be (likely) breaking out again, and 
then thou wilt undoc me, after thou haft done me good. No, faith God, repen- 
tance fhall be hid from mine eyes. Hewill-not caf away a perfet man, faith Bil- 
dad Job 8.20. The Lord will not caff off for ever, faith Ieremy, but though he caufe 
grief, yet willhehave compaflion, according tothe multitude (or, the magnitude) 
_ of his mercies. And 


Rom, 6.23. 


Efay 49.15.16 


Lam.3.31,32+ 
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And this was that miracle that amufed „fo and amafed the Prophet Micah 

who waG od, faith he, like wato thee that pardoneth iniquily, ad pafferh oie a 
Sreffion of his heritage? He rersineth not his anger for ever. And will ye know a 
reafon ? That text fuppliesus with two, (for failing) and both from God. 1. Hede- 
bets a pak 2. a ca for ae own glory ; as occafioning hereby his 
pardoned people to praife him, for prefent, faying as here w) li io the 
&c- and to truft him for future. He will epi sigma ens aie 


+ 5 13 he will h 
&c- Thos wilt perform thy truthto Iacob, &c. ver.19.20. PUE POPPE EDERRENA 


Secr. II. 


The reafons are of two forts. F ir ft re{petting God. 


Irft, God will, father-like, pitty and pardon his 
eae i 2 a poor people, b ts 
dightsin mercy. Now delight will do any thing as we bye eye Lie 
torun his race, who fhallftop him ? IFS noz delight tofearch our the ee Beeld 


Somfon delight in Datiance, what will he Numb.14.8. 
E E e may not fhe have ofhim 25am. 15.26. 
ines deb, then he will bring us into this land of pi j Errua- 
give it us. A 1r he hath no delight in me, faid Dard: behold here J ae a ae jam 
do to me, asfeemeth good tohim, Bur now the I:ord doth delight in every Da- 


vid, and willfhew him, yea, feal up unto him the fure mercies of. À 

in mercy faith the Prophet: yea, fuch a mercy , faith the Pee tiers : He cSliehes 
Gainft udgement, and glories over it, as over his adverfary whom he fal bdu. 
ed. Hence it was that he erected himfelf of old, nota judgment-feat, but a = 
cy-{eat in the midft of his people, as one that fetcled himiclfto fhew them mercy. 
When the Judge tace him down in the gates of Ifrael, it was to do juftice. When 
the {corner fits bim down in the chair of peftilence , he will {cof to fome purpo ies 1 
fo now that God fitsin his tnercy-feat,he will furely fhew mercywith eafe yea Hane êv xabideg 
titude of mercies. When a man hath ferled himfelf in his feat, it’s fuppoie Ms elas 


Reaf.y, 


12,13. 


Pfal.r.y. 


from whom mercie flows as freely and 
in the comb, water from the well-{pring. 
her:ftsin his love , and will feek no fara 
ofthe Ark, where the two tables of 
at receiv eir izigzity i 
givem their fais covered. Again fom this mercy-feate, tinde ane We 
Seraphims, (thofe fla‘aing executioners of juftice //2.6.) but between the Ch : ree 
bims, as minitters of mercy the Lord thewed himfelf, and gave forth th live Aa7. 
ly oracles,as St, Steven ftiles then. Once he fi pake from the burning bufh, or f ie 3 
ing mountain, fo terrible that Adifes himfelf faid, Lexceedingly fear and make This 

was mount Sina in Avcbia. But we are come to mount Sion &e. and as on all he Heb.12.21. 
glory now there is a covering, or metcy-feat Let. 4.5. The tabernacle of God r with men. 22 
and he will dwell with them, Rev:21.3. Jerufalem (which is from above) is now c pe 

led che throne of the Lord, and all nations flock unto it, Jer.3. God puts clie i 

among the children of his love, and faith to each of his, Thou fhale calf ine my fa 

ther and balt not turn away trom me. Therefore are they before the throne of God Jet.17:19. 
(anfwerable to the ancient mMercy-leat) ferving him day and night in his temple. Rev 

7.15. _Where the Angel of his prefence Jefus Chrift offers their fervices,powrin in 

A his o with the prayer of all Saints, spon the galden altar which is before the 
throne Rev.8.3. And hence itis, that the Sod Lord pardonethevery one that pre- 


pareth 


r 
Pe ee VEN ? 


Be nese 
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a eet 
reth his hearttofeekGod, though he be not clenfed according to the purification o 

i tee E doe E at final-fanles, thall I fay ? and pores them, 
man fpares his own fon that ferves him? „nay that he pardoneth iniquity, and paft 
eth by tranfgreffion or treafon: he retaineth not his anger for ever ( ieem hene- 
ver fo much difpleafed ) and all becaufe mercy pleafeth him: which puts the pro- 
phet to his patheticall exclamation by way of wonderment. Who i aGod Bhs bas 
thee @e. ? 


SECT. IIL 


Reaf. 2. Nd that is the rife of our fecond Reafon from God >» who therefore {pares his 
AN as a father his childe, that they may r. praife himfor prefent, yea 
Creve Jovis eff torever: thathe may filltheir mouths with laughter and their tongues with tri- 
imago auribus umph: that they may fay among the heathen, The Lord hath doze Lreat things for 
carensait Plae yn that they may fay among the faints , Their Rock is not as our Rock, our ene- 
aba eau mies themfelves being judges. Oli whois Ged like untothee l The Gods of the 
arise abeo Waticnsareido!s. And we know that an idol is wothing, and that of nothing, no- 
quenquam qui thing comes: of fuch dung-hill deities no mercy is to be expected , they cannot 
omnium domi- oie beyond the {phere of their a&tivity. But our God is in the heavens , and 
hee nby a asthe heavens are high above the earth, fo great is his mercy toward them that 
Lucianus fingit fear him. He isagreat God, anda great King aboveall Gods. Andas himfelf is 
a i great, fo ishi: oem j s g is his ae ee ie thy name 2 Lord, 
cæioper guos fo alfa ts thy praife usto she ends o the earth. ow what is Gods name? care it 
oe beads re his Sah Les Ichovah , Tehovah > God, mercifull and gracious Gc. for- 
mesrefpiciat: giving iniquity, tranfercffion and fia, that is, all forts of fins though never fo hea- 
quo folummods vy, never fo heinous: Naturall pollution, actual tranigreffion, ftifnecke pre- 
tempore Paen- fumption; ak fins, and blafphemies fhall be forgiven to the fons of men, faith our 
tee Saviour: how much more the involuntary flips of the faints, their unavoidable 
Pfal.48. 10 infirmities, thcir fins of daily incuifion , for which alfo there is provideda par~ 
Tollens iniqui- don of courfe , it needs no more but faing out. 1r ss the L£lory of aman to pals by a 
u i tranfgreffion , faith Solomon Prov. 19. 11. And it makes no kelle for the glory of 
pep irm sod, that he pardons the iniquity of his. people , that he mulriplyeth pardons, as 
tur magnitudo they multiply fins Efay 55. 7- that where grace aboundeth , then doth grace fu- 
clementia,quod perabound , or abounds to flowing over , as the word there fignifieth: that they 
pena es cannot commit morc, then he will remit. Surely hereby the power of our 
det veniam, fed Lord appears to be exceeding great, and, as true as he liveth > all the earth is there- 
eraviff.quibusy by filled with the glory of the Lord, as itis Num. 14.17) 19, 21. He maketh bis 
Fah he diate wonderfull works to be remembred , faith the Pfalmift , and that, in nothing more 
nape anedve. then this, that the Lord 1 graciow and full of compaffion Pal. 114. 4. This 
a makes his people fing and fhout Hatlelujah, O praife the Lord, for he is good, for his 
rTim 4.14 mercy endureth for ever, 


SECT. Lili. 


Real, 3. Ext, as they praife him for the prefent, fo they truft him for the future 
( which isthe greateft honour they can do him, as the thiftle in Jonzathans pa- 

_ rable could tell Zudg. 9..15. ) fith evcry former mercy isa pledge ofa future , 

Pfal.36.ro 20d every old mercy draws on anew (as the links do one another ina chain ) if 
nae we break not off their courfe by our unbelief and diffidence. O continue thy loving 
kindneffe , faith David. Te isin the Hebrew > Odvraw cut thy loving kindneffe to 

the full length. Gods mercies to his area continued feries, there is a concatenati- 

Ecclef. OP, aconnexionbetweenthem, Asa {pring runneth after ic hath run, fo doth 
“God parc his , after he hath fpared them. The eyeis not weary of fecing, nor 

the eare of hearing, no more'is God of fhewing mercy. Hence Gods fervants 

have ufually argued from what they have had, ta what they fhould have : -as 

David, Paul, and the church here in Jicah, She had praifed God for his 


clemency 
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clemency in pardoning her fins, and therehence confidently concludeth for power 
againft fin: If God will cover it, certainly he will cureit. The fame mercy 
that moved him to pafs by the tranfgreffion of his heritage, will make him turne 
againe , and have further comipaffion upon us (fay they ) in fubduing our fins, and 
cafting them all, asa ftone into the mighty waters , fo that we fhall fee them no 
more , any otherwife then the Ifraelites faw the Egyptians, dead on the fhore. 
And all this he will do for his truthand mercies fake to Jacob and Abraham , for 
his promife and covenants fake to our fathers ofold. Our fathers trufted in thee, 
they hoped in thee and were not confounded. Oh who isa God like unto thee 
&c? All nations will walk every ene inthe name of bisGod , We alfo will traf? in the 


name of the Lord ony God for ever , and ever. And thefe are the reafons refpet. Mic4-s 
ing God. 


SECT. V. 


6. Reafons refpetting the Saints themfelves, weo are 1. pre ix hearg. 
2. perfect in Chrift, 


A fecond rank of Reafons refpeét the Saints, whoare x. Pure in heart 2. Per- 

fe& in Chrift , and therefore pared , as a man Spares his own fos that ferves 
him. 

Firlt , God: people are pure in heart: they are wafhed, they are jutified, Reafy. 

they are fanctified by the name of our Lord Jefas Chrift , and by the fpirit ofour 3 Cor.é.18 
God. Now: Yer God ñ good to Ifrael » to the pure in heart, Pfal. 73. 1. Yor Afin anwe- 
for all the forrow : Yetfor all their faultsand frailties: which, forasmuch as they fe Tomdly . 
difllow, and difdlaim, bewail and out-grow, therefore they are not laid to their braided hint 
charge. Zob wasa patient man » yea he is fet forth as a pattern of patience, not- with the fins 
withftanding all his frowardnefic , notwithftanding he made fo many knots, and fhis youth, 
brake his thread fo oftashe did > God accounts of him as if he had {pun an even E ae ee 
thread of patience all the time of his temptation. David had his faults ag grcat as damnavit. And 
another ; and yet becaufe he was upright in the main » God teftificth of him, that when One 
he had followed him with all bis heart, and done only that that Was right in bis fighe. ued Bega 
1 King. 14. 8. Selomonat Gibeon climbes thofe difallowed hills a the high-places, a i 
and yetloves the Lord , andisloved ofhim. God will not fee weaknefles, where ton poemthe 
he feeth truth: fo pleafing a thing to him is fiacerity in his fervice. With one replied. Hie 
breath doth God report both thefe: The high-places were not removed (that $o invidet 
wasa great faule no doubt) neverthelefle 4/a’s heart was perfect all his dayes, fi ae tea 
Such is the mercy of our Gd to the pure in heart, to thofe that ftudy purity , that Jedidiah, 
he will not {uffer our well-meant weaknefles to bereave us of his favour : herather 2 Sam.12.25 
piteicth then plagueth his children for the infirmities of upright hearts. A flender . 
fervice , a fmall chare , though but bungled at bya child , ismuch fer by of thefa- 2 Chro,rs.17 
ther. Anda bridegroom thinks nothing the worfe of his bride , fora little dire 
fhe hath got , being about fome foul chare, it being fuch efpecially as fhe may 
wath offat pleafure. We have a fountain alwaics open where we may wath and Zach.13,1; 
be clean, and a dayly propitiation for dayly tranfgreffion , even Jefas Chriftthe x oh-2.t ° 
Righteous: in whom 


SECT, VIL 
The Saints are perfet in Chrif. 


Ç Econdiy » Our Wantsare covered , and our works perfectedand refined from all Real, al 
the filth and ficth that cleaves unto them. For although the Saints are not fo 


Pure inheart, but that their fan&tification is ftill{poreed and imperfect yer their 
Juttification by Chrifts rightcoufnes imputed , is abfolute , and withont blemifly’: 
: . Bbbb Acccording: 
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_ e a ag 
According to that, He bath made bim to be finne, ora finne-offering, for us who 


2 Cor.s.21° knew nojfinne, that we might be made the righteon{neffeef God in kim. Notthat ef- 


fentiall righceoufneffe of God (as Of'aader vainly dreamt ) but that perfe& obedi- 
ence both active and paflive, of the Son of God, pérformed untohis Father: by 


eer as whom he ismade unto us wifdome , righteou{meffe, cc. yea, fehovah osr righte- 
Jer.23.6 sul; 


oufueffe: Which one Name of his would anfwer all our doubts and obje&ions, had 
we bvc skill to fpell ali che letters init. This righteoufneffe of Chrift made ours by 
imputation and acceptation ) is that white raumcnt, Rev. 3. 17. wherewith being 
clothed, the fhame of our nakedneffe doth not appear: for itis full broad , large, 
and wide enough to cover all our imperfections. This is that broydered work, and 
thofe bracelets wherewith the Church in Ezekiel being bedight and bedeckt became 
perfetly beautifullevento admiration. Thefe are thofe jewels of gold, with fuds 
of fiver, made us by the whole Trinity, Cast.6.9. that beft robe of the prodigall, 
that cloth of gold and needle-work-vefture of the royall daughter, Pfal. 45.9. that 
fair mitre, and change of raiment of Pehofouab the high-prieft; when the 


Zach.3-455 h i 4 t 
Lord took away his filthy garments, and ciothed him with better, although 
Satan, at the fame time, ftocd ac his right hand, had the upper hand of him, 
becaufe (as fome will have it ) his accufation was as true as vehement. 
Simerduate In fhort, thefe arc the righteon/neffes of the Saints, Revel. 19.8. the pure Lamb 


wavdziav. of God having covered us with his own fleece, and, as it were exchanged fuits with 


us: elothing himfelf with our nature, that he might again clothe us with the divine 


Daniels Hif. nature: fothat Chrift puts on us, and we put ®n him, (as once Edmund Ironfide 
of England. and Kaute the Dane did by exchange of garments, fealing up thereby a fure 


peace ) Chrift becomes ours, and we become Chrifts, and borh together make up 
but one myfticall Chrift. For as the body 1 one, and hath many members : and all 
the members being many, are but onc body: fo alfois Chrift, that is, myfticall Chrift, 

1Cor.t2,.12 the Church, Now to bring what hath been faid home tothe pointin hand; Look 
how that King could remember no hoftilicy in Themiffocles, whiles he faw in his 
arms the finiling countenance of his own fonne and heir, whom he had taken ups 
And as David could. difcern no defect or deformity in lame Mephibofbeth: whiles 
he beholds in him the feature of his friend foxathan: fo neither doth our hea- 
venly Father regard our infirmities, whiles he looks upon us in the face of Chrift, 
and finds us framed anew, according tothe image of Chrift, in whom he is abun- 
dantly well-pleafed. 


Sect. VIII, 


Let none fuck poyfon out of this fwect Point. 


Ve ts Fa Application: Of this comfortable point, we may well fay as the Prophet 


dothin another cafe, E/ay 28.9. To whom fall we teach this Dotkrine 2? who 

is fit to hear and receiveit? Thisis meat for children, not offall for dogs, not 
draff for fwine. Let it therefore be limited to Gods children that fail of infirmi- 
ty, not laid holdon by hisenemies, that goon in iniquity. And thatthey may 
not, let us bound the peint, and mound it too, that no beaft break thorow to this 
mountain of mercy, left he be thruft thorow withadart: thatno oxe nor affe fal 
into this pit, by turning Gods grace into wantonneffe, left at length he fall into 
the bottomleffe pit: that no {pider fuck poifon out of this flower, left he burft, 
and his bowels gufh out with Judas, and fo he go to his place. In a word, that 
none fismble at this good Word of God , being difebedient thereunto, 1 Pet. 2.8. 
left he ftumble and fall, and never rife again, Hof: 14.9, Which to prevent, two 
things would beconfidered. Firft, that though all men have their {pots, and there- 
fore deferve not to be fpared, yet as wicked mens fpots are not the {pots of Gods 
children, {e neither is their fpeed. For their {pots firft , Hear what God faith of 
the one; They have corrupted themfelves, theiripots are not the [pets of my children, 
Dewtt.32.8 they are a perverfe generation: As of the other; They are, faith he, blameleffe 
Phi215 and harmleffe, the fonnes of God, anjpotted in the midi of a wicked and wayward 
f genera- 


Ads 1.18 


~The Righteous mans Recompence. py 


generation. Where it iseafie to obferve, a flat oppofition, a palpable difference. 

The naturall man is all overfpread with the bright {pot of fins-leprofie. Spors they 

ave and blemifhes (faith St. Peter ) in the abltract, porting thensfelves with their 2 Petr 19 
own deceivings, having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot ceafe to finae. Suchan E 
habit and even neceflity of finne thép have, by long trading, contrađed; that if 

the Ethiopian can change his skin, or the leopard his fpors, then may they alfo do 

good that are inured to evil. Sinne is in fuch no otherwife then {pots are ina 

leopard, not by accident but by nature: fuch as no Art can cure, no water wath Jers 23 
off: For why they are notin the icopards skin, but in the fleth and bones inthe 

finews, and inwards. And this (to fay truth ) is the cafe and condition of us alf 

by nature. Whence alfo it ıs, that the juft man flips feven times c day, and, ia ma- 

ay things We offend all, faith St. James, Apofties and all: and that none can fay, Mon datur ais- 
bis heart is clean, Howbeit, though a godly man fin, yet he doth not commit fin’ Mut peim 
he doth not finne finningly, for his feed remainech in bim. The oil of Gods Spirit ee AA 
wherewith fuch a one is anointed, fetteth the colours (which are of his own tem- Giza Crates.” 
pering ) fofure on, and maketh them cleave fo ‘faft together, that it is impoffible 1 ich. 3.9 
he fhould return to his ownhue. Chrift alfo, that offereth himfelf without fpot to duapravě 
God his Father, hath fo purged their confciences from dead works that they 70" 
thenceforth ferve the living God acceptably, lifting up thir faces before him ae 

out fpot ; yea they are fledfaft, and need not feer, Job 11.5. Lo, this isthe com- 

fortable condition of the children of God. This is their {pot on earth and this 

is their {peed in heaven. But now the ungodly are not fo. Neither their {pot nor 

their {peed isas that of the Saints. For, firft, the lepers lips fhould be covered ac- 

cording to the law: their breath is infectious and offenfive. To the wicked God 

faith, What haft thou to do to declare my flatutes, &c. Pfal.so. 16. Our Saviour QHianon inl. 
fuffered not the devils to fpeak, becaufe he needed not the fervice of fach: high EŻ% imr un- 
words befit not a fool, faith Solomoz. Even David himfelf (till thoroughly pur- ee by 
ged from his two more grievous finnes ) was fufpended from the comfort of the Ipectfi tous in 
covenant, and difabled for holy duties, P/ad. 51-15. For, know ye not, faith He, “7 peccata- 
that the Lord hath fet apart the godly man for himielf. And thence inferres, the 754k ; 
Lord will hear when (as fucha One ) I call unto him. But if I regard iniquit rin A 
my heart, the Lord will not hear me. If I caft but a Icering look toward oa PT 
luft, or have but amoneths mind toit. If there bein me but an irrefolution a- 7” Gracorum 
gainft any evil, much more a deliberate purpofe to run into it ; God, that cannot 19% facerdos 
fee evil, will noc hear the sprayers, nor bear the manners of fuch a David How ae. 
much leffe of graceleffe and profane perfons, whofe whole lump is leavened, whofe ihe? 
whole hide is Spotted, whofe whole frame is corrupted, being evil, onely evil and Rependebanr 
evill continually. Who, laftly, are fo transformed into finne, thar it is even predi- Fei aderant, 
cated of them : according tothat of the Prophet; What is the tranfgreffion of la- 5 as TE 
ceo ? ws st not Samaria? And what are the bigh-places of Iudah? are they not le- gett refi 
rufalem? God ashe feeth no finne in his children, fo he feeth nothing elfe but eT¢oT 05. 
finne in others: Their morall vertues are with him but (plendida peccata, plifterin once. dh. 3.8 
finnes: their civil praifes nothing fet by, 7er.8.8. Sinne in fuch is faid tobe ‘he nainen 
old man, asif finne were alive, and the men dead : as if they, were totally turn’d F. iw. 
and transform’d into finnes image. What marvel then though the Lord be farre Mic.s. 
from the wicked, when he heareth the prayer of the righteous, Prov. 15.29. They- Tubulus qui. 
facrifice fleth for the facrifice of mine offerings and eat it, but the Lord accepts i aa "aeu o fie > 
not. Now (even amidft their facrifices ) will he remember their iniquity, and vifit praver fuits 
their finnes, Hof. 8.13. Where it is remarkable that in fcorn He calleth their fa- 2%" m pro- 
crifices fle%, ordinary fleth, fuch as they fellin the fhambles. See the like, Jer. 7. Jeti? improbus, 
21. Audin alike fence, Hof.9.4. Their bread for their foul foall not come icto che iii: Teen 
houfe of the Lord, thatis, the bread for their naturall fuftenance. The Prophet fed viti effe 
{peaks there of that meat-offering, Levit, 2. $. appointed fora fpirituall To er idre tur. 
called the bread for their lite or livelyhood, becaufe God efteemed it no either then Lif antiq ted, 
common-meat. Semblably, ich (now-adayes ) as come in their finnes to the Lords 

Supper, they receive the bare elements, and becaufeno more, a curfe with them. 

Obed-Edom was bieffed for the Ark, the Philiftines curfed: wherefoever the Ark Panem Domi- 
came amongft them, there came deftruction. The ordinances, if they be not proper 72%” paien 
to men, are deadly. God faith ‘of thofe thar frequent them, as Solomon faid of D™™™ 
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Adonijah, if he will fhew himfelfa worthy man, there fhall not an hair of him fall 
tothe earth : but if wickedneffe fhall be found in him, he fhall dye. 


Sect. VIIL 


Reproof of fech as cenfure hardly of God 


Ext here’s ground of juft and fharp reproof of fundry fuch, as being otherwife 
very honeft and good people, are yet hercin much tobe blamed and cenfured 
that they cenfure foill of God, worfe of themfelves, and worft of all others- 
For God firft, they repute and report him an auftere man,a ftri&' and fevere 
Lord, a hard and rigorous task-mafter, fuch as reaps where he fowed not, gathers 
where he fcattered not, exacts more then he affords requires more then they are 
able co perform. Now ifthey were ungodly and irreligious men that thus quar- 
relled their Lord, as once thofe murmurers in the wilderneffe were, that efteemed 
Gods houfe a prifon-houfe, of greater bondage and bafeneffe chen Egypt 
it felf, it were the leffe to be wondered at , and the better to be born withal. For 
fuch being out of Chrift are yet under the rigor and coaction of the law, as it 
requires perfect obedience, and that by their own ftrength : which becaufe it isim- 
polible, as now, they die without mercy. But for a childe of God that is no longer 
nader the law but under grace,that hath Chrift formed already in his heart, of whofe 
fulneffe he hath received grace for grace, that hath the fpirit of God for his 
guide, the joy of God for his ftrength, thewerd of God for his learned coun- 
fel, and the grace if God tobe fufficient for him ; fufficient, I fay, to fupply that 
which is wanting, to forgive that whicl: is committed,to impute Chrifts righteouf-- 
neffe,co uphold him in his weakneffes,to raife and reftore him in his lapfes, and in all 
to fpare him as a man fpares his own fon that ferveth him, what reafon is there that 
fuch a man fhould complain of a hard mafter, or cry out of an unreatonable task ? in- 
deed if Godwould accept of no fervice,but that which is perfedt,bear withno fail- 
ings,though never fo involuntary ,caft out every fuch thing as were not cleanfed ac- 
cording tothe purification of the fantuary,there were no dealing with him,no ftand 
ing beforehim,no encouragementto come anear him, in his works and worfhips. Zf 
tos Lord (bouldeft mark, ixiquities,faith the Pfalmift,O Tee ers Jind ? But 
thereisforgiveneffe with thee, that thos maycfh be feared, that is ferved (which elfe 
thou wouldeft not.) And upon this ground Zer Ifrael hope inthe Lord, (not run 
away from him and repine againft him as Cain did, for that were toadd iniquity 
to their fin, as Samuel told the terrified people 1 Sam.12.20,21, for with the Lord 
there is mercy, (the moft powerful attractive Rom.12.1. tothofe that havenot put 
off humanity: whence the cords of kindneffe are called the cords of a man Hof. 11.6. 
not to be drawn to God by them, is beftial) and with him is plenteons redemption, 
a cornu copia of comfort, a horn of falvation, enough and enough for us all, were 
we never fo many ofus. He foall redeem Ifrael from all his iniquities, Pfal. 130. 
3,473- Be not ye therefore murmurers againft God, as fome ofthem alfo mur- 
‘mured, and weredeftroyed of the deftroyer : fith thofe thins were written for our 
admonition upon whom the ends of the world are come. 


SECT. IX. 


Reproof of fuch faints as cenfure hardly of themfelves, and their 


performances. 


Econdly, fuch of Gods fervants as are here cenfurable as cenfure over- 
S Shacaiy of themfelves, as if no children, becaufe not obedient inall things, as it 


were meet. Thefe arethofeover much wicked Ecclef-7.17- (according to fous) 
i : tha 
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that will needs condemn themfelves to-die before their time; think. too vilely of 


their own perfons and performances, denie, if not, belie the work vf Gods gracé 
in their hearts, not wifely diftinguifhing betwixt nullity of grace and impertecti- 
on, weakneffe and utter wane ofic, co their i know norhow great fpiritual hurt 
and hinderance. i f , ie ; 

Thefe confider not that the law admits of a difpenfation in the gofpel, that the 
tenour of the new covenant requires no fet meatures of grace, and thar if there 
be a willing minde.God accepts according to that aman hath, and not according 
to thar he kath not; takes any thing in goed worth where there 1s a defire of 
doing better , and forthe reft {pares us as a man {pares his own fon that ferves 
kim. Away tlen with that male-contented fowerneffe feen in fome faints alfo, 
Gods whinncls you may callthem, for they are ever crying and puling, when 
they fhould rather fing at their work, and rejoyce in their priviledges: this 
weld pleafe their father beft, as if aman have ever a little cricketamong his chil- 
gren that wili be merry and make him merry, this is the fathers darling. Oh blef- 
nd are chofe that dwell in thine houfe , faith Divid, they fhall be alwayes 
prating chee. Pfat84.4. And for nething more, furely, then for this fatherly and 
gcacious difpoficion towards thy poor fervants that defireto fear thy name, are 
willing inall things to keep a good conicience pleafing God. Lo the very will to 
uo well pleafeth God, if fincere, and feconded with ftrifes, and attended with 
grief for coming fhort of what we fhould do. Hearty humiliation under weak- 
nee in weil-doing, is asirica figne of fanctification, and fruit of converfion as 
abilitieto do better. 

wow i demand, which of Gods children doth not thus much ? and whetherin 
doing hercof they cannot, orat leaf may not finde fweeteft acceptance, and fu- 
re{trecompence ? Confider, is not brah faid to have facriticed his fon, be- 
caufe he would have done it? And for David, had not he for his bare purpole of 
building God an houfe, this promife made him, that God would build his houfe 
forever? And albeit that very purpofe ofhis was ignorantly and fondly taken 
up, aswanting warrant from God, 2 S.z.7.7. yetthe Lord both gracioufly ap- 
proves it, for thou didit well, faith he, iz that thor waft fo minded 2 Chven.6.8. and 


Neh. r.' 
Heb,12.18. 


Heb.rrrr 


bountifully rewards it, by fulfilling that wich his hand, that he had promifed ! Chron 6.14 


with his mouth, as Solomon thankfully» acknowledgeth. God takes not advanta- 

ges againft his fervants, as he might, but makes the beitofevery thing where the 

heart is upright. : ' 
The good women that came with their fpices co embalmour Saviours dead 


4 


body, fhould have known that God would noc fuffer his holy one co fee corrup- Pfal.ré. 


tion, tha’ his body could not have petrified : ic was their ignorance, and yet they 


are commended for their good intentions. So afterwards, when they came to Luk.24.1. 


look for the living among the dead, they deferveda chiding for not remembring 

what he had foretold them of his refurrection, but receive a comforting from the 

Angels. Af:h.28.5. ; ; 
The preparations of the heart are of great price with God Efay. sy. 1. Fer. 


39.2. Hath he not promifed to bleffe our buds, fo that we fhall grow up as ‘the E 


willows by the water-courfcs, to be as the dew to his people, fo that they fhalt 
grow asthe lilly, and caftforth their roots as Lebanon. JIcf.14 4,5. to opena 


£144:2,394. 


door to fuch as have buta little ftrength, and fuch a door as none can fhut ? to Rev. 3.859; 
fupply all our neceflities out of the riches of his glory? Hath he faid all this for our Philas9. 


encouragement, who isthe e4imex,the faithful and true witnefle, and fhall we not 
by faith fubfcribe & feal to it? Do we yet doubt and demur with Zachar}2do we yet 
ftagger at the promifes with Sarh? do we queition Gods either power or patience 


with Ades at Meribah ? Oh take heed left a promife, nay a covenant (which is Luke 


a whole bundle of promifes, like a clufter of the grapes of Canaan) a league of 
love being left ss; any of ns (hold ftem to fall {hort through unbelief Heb.4.1. Cer- 
tain it is that God, that will bear much with his children in other cafes, can leaft 
of all brook their unbelief. For this is as for a childe to queftion his fathers love, 
though he proteft itnever fo deeply, which is an extream-provocation. Hence his fe- 
verity to his beft fervants , for offending in this kinde. Zachary fhail {peak no more 
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words for nine moneths, becaufe he beleevednot the Angels words that {pake 
good unto him. Sarah is checkt for her laughing at the unlikelyhood, though 
ike overcame the doubt , judged him faithfull that had promifed, and by her 
faith received power to conceive feed. Thofe two difciples going to Emmaus 
heard, O fooles and flow of heart &c. and the other eleven were reproved for their 
‘unbcleet. Mar. 16. 44. Mofes alfo and Aaron were denyed the comfort of 


an earthly Canaan, becaufe they beleeved not God to fanétify him at the rock . 


Rimmon, Now all thefe things hapned unto them for types tous, and are Writ- 
ten for our admonition &c. z 

Be not ye therefore unbeleevers, but beleeve : turne not the back of the hand 
to the promife, that as a ftaffe fhould fupport you: fpoile not your foules by a 
cruell modefty, by a falfe humility of the comfort God affords you: but having 
found hony , cate it: beleeve the prophets and yc fhall profper: fee your names 
written in this and other precious promifes - and if ye cannot out-reafon the 


devill who feekes tounfettle you, yet out-will him, and fay; Iwillnot be blaf- - 


ed out of my beliefe, I will notcatt away my confidence, or be drawne from the 
hornes of the Altar Chrift Jefus. If I muftdye, Iwill dyeat his feet who hath 
promifed co fpare me, as aman fparcth his own don that ferveth him. 


SECT. x. 


Reproofe of fuch as nncharitably cenfure others. 


Aly, tuch are here met with as fupercilioufly cenfure others, for thofc 
Linc: that Godis contentto pafle by and pardon in them: that will needs 
be many majfters, as St. James hath it, and judge another mans fervant : that 
ftep into Gods feat of judicatare, and prelume to paffe hard fentence upon their 
fellow fervants, becaufe not fo forwardly and forth-putting as themfelves for- 
footh. Yea, there want not fuch unbridled fpirits as ftick not to foreftali the ane 
gelsoffice of fevering the elect rom the reprobats, to condemne the race of the 
righteous, to excommunicate them for {iome frailties and infirmitics out of 
their confciences and companies , yea to uncharch:them and to unbrother 
them ina paffion : defpifing Chrifts little ones, cafting dirt on his Jewels, and 
eftranging themfelves from fuch in affection, in countenance, infociety, for every 
{mall infirmity : as if they were akin to thofe hypocrits in E/ay that cry, frand 
apart ; or thofe wandring ftarres in St. Føde , that feparate themfelves, {enfuall, 
having not the fpirit, which yet they make great boafts of ; or at leaft, to thofe 
inconfiderat fons of Zebedee, who would needs have fet fire from heaven itiaight,& 
were therefore cold, yekwow sot of what fpirit ye be. Not of his fpirit furely 
that came not to be ferved, butto ferve, not to judge, but to fave. 

For cure of this corrupt humour, Confider. 

1. Isthis to be followers of God as deare children, and to walk as we have 
him foranexample ? Or would you be content God fhould deale thus rigidly 
with you? Itrow not. He fecth noe fininhis children, fuch is his love, and 
and fhall webe jufter then God? Chrift will not quench but cherifh the leatt 
{park of grace that is inany ; and fhall we be wifer then Chrift? The holy ghoft 
difdaines not to dwell in the darke and fmoaky chambers of their hearts ; And 
fhall we be holier then he? who is this that hath defpifed the day of fmall 
things? for they fhall rejoyce &c. faith God to thofe Jewes that wept and flight- 
ed the fecond temple. Hag. 2. 3. 

2. The Authour tothe Hebrews bids us ftudy one another, and take notice of 
foch things only in onr brethren , as may whet onlove, not that engender diflike, 
Pitch upon fuch things as are amiable, and paffe by the reft. This is love, and 
this is to be like unto God who is love. There wasnothing good in all Sarahs 
{peech Gen. 18. 12. but only this, that fhe calles her husband /ord: and yet 
for this, God praifeth her, ictting it as a pearle in a.gold-ring to her eternall 

com- 
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commendation 1 Pet. 3. 6. There was nothing almoft but fini i 
ment of the {pies , and in the midwives py hs the ae ca mee ‘aie 
giftred among the ancient beleevers , and God builded the midwives houfes that 
is , gave them children ( as fome interpret it ) in lieu of their care for prefer- iveri 
ving the Hebrew children. Nay fora patera Of ingennity and candour tous. he ee 
gives the very devills alfo their dae, praifing in them what is praife-worthy 
when he tiles chem principalities , powers, Rulers Ge. who yet fih again hig : 
of malicious wickednes. And (hall we unchriftianly conceal , or but diffemble he 
better parts and practifes of our weaker brethren » and faften only upon that th : 
may draw on diflike or difaffetion ? This is with the crow to light upon carri 2 
and prefer it before fweeter food. This is with the fly to faften on the fore all : 
ing by the founder places of the body. Thisis with the vultures. to hunt af s 
dead carcaffes , and with {wine turn’d into a garden , toroot in the muck-kill. “ie 
any fuch be there, not oncetaking notice of the fruits and {wects t 
tbat ifa man fhould do nothing elfe but pore upon his own infirmities 
p An pore ; ea hy atan bimielf with Zob: how much more if 
reak up that ftok of fin that isin us, as in 7s 
Be aah h ee > asin fadas, fhould we never be 
3- Isitnot fufficientthat the wicked cenfure us for hypocr; 

humourifts &c. watch for our haltings, making aman aao for a word 

and turningafide the juft for a thing of nought Efay 29. 21 ? barkineand blaf h : 

ming for every {mall matter, but that we muft thus fall out amongít our lelves, 
and thus fall foule upon one another ? Is itnor enough that the Pharifees gua i 

Chrifts difciples for not fafting , but Jebns difciples muft joyne with them and be Res commife- 


firt inthe quarrell? Mar. 2.18, Mat.g. 14. fhould’ i j 
thine own mothers fon ? P/a? 5 o, 20. ma ould {chow fe atid {peak againft Feel, 


4 Confider laftly , the evill that redounds here-h Cartw : in loc, 
cenforious chriftian fubjeds himfelf to the judgment borli oF “God poe I S 


Scalig : dere 
dam. 3. 4. andmen, Mat. 7. 1, 2. Luke 6, 38. G : ar : 
. 7 . . 38. Goo Poet scap.16« 
bad men fcorn.them , and all fhun them, and defie to be ad, of eae e AE 
ni be juft in God to leave fuch to themfelves, and to give them over to the ee cael 
of the like temptation, or worle, Gal. 6. 1. that they may learne to lend that mer- cenfure.Gorhi 
cy too thers that now they are compell’d to borrow of others. bellua: Scoti 

: non minus: 
F.ifisti, feri, contemptores, flolidi, amentes , inertes, inbofpiales , immanes, Angli perfidis 
His bole youfee » is foon thot g and foyou M eai gueffe at the quiliy ofthe mee and: cenfires fl schis 
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Vultures ad 

“i male olentia 

1f feruntur. 
Sure itis, 

he would, 

God fhould 

able to abide 


factionifts . 


. 


SECT, XI. 


Exhortation to put our felves into Gods Services 


Hirdly , this Do&rine may ferye for juftification: and firft to t i i 
To arc yet to chufe their mafter ; let them learne to pitch are Fak Ufe. 3. 
and to putthemfelves, as foonas may be, into his fervice : fith he looketh u on 
every fervant as a child , and ufeth them accordingly. Time was when the km 
dome of heaven fuffered violence, and men throng’d into it. when the peo T 
were fo forward to ferve God with the beft of their fubftance, that the bios At 
more then enough for the works of the Tabernacle Exod. 36, M : 


e 6 W - 
edupon themfelves and one another » With Come, let ns go up to le tue S Efayoxr -~ 


Lord cc. Tn which voyage they paffed from ftrength to ftrength 

darne mile, and many a weary ftep, till they caine to fee che hace of Godin Phal, 84. 
ion, And yet how did they fee it otherwifethenin the dark glafs of the cere- 

Monies , and noc with that evidence of vifion and nearneffe of acquaintance that 

we now fce and ferve him? Time was when the people in Jofoua’s dayes were fet 

2 ferve God. And notwithftanding he told them, Ye cawnst ferve the Lord: for 1024.18, - 
ve Ha holy God , he ss a jealous God , be will not forgive your travfgreffion y nor Jour 
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finz which was enough in likelihood to have quailed and cooled them, yet they 
refolutely replyed , Nay, but we will ferve the Lord, as not knowing how better te 
prefer themfelves,or provide for their pofterity. How is it then that we icek noz 
after his fervice, that we hire not our felves into his honfe , Gth his work is fo 
fair, his wages fo great? that we putnot our necks under his yoke, fith itis{o 


_ealy ? chat we bear not his burden, fithyyis fo light (no more burden to a man 


then wingsare toa bird 2 ) that we love not to be bis fervants , fith he rules with 
fo much love and lenity ? that we come offno more roundly with his bufineffc, 
asa frecehearted people , fith he is content to take up with fo little? Bue weare 
ready rather to fhift off that little as /ozus did his journey toNinivch, Virtas rolen- 
tiam nulla eft. He that does gcod with an ill will, doesill. God ftrains upon no 
man, Exod. 25. 2. neither I:kes he that fervice that is wrefted fromus, as Phe 
raoh’s, or wrung out of us as verjuyce isout of a crab. He loves a cheerfull giver: 
and therefore when he calls for an offering, he wills that every man give it willing- 
ly with his hvars. And that none may pretend caufe to hang cff, fee how low he 
ftoops. Content he is to accept ofa lamb or two for a facrifice, And if that be 
too much, and a man want means fora lamb, let himbringa pair of turtles, or 
two fmall pigeons , and it fhallbetaken. Or if he cannot reach to that, a hand. 
full or two of flower , witha corn or two of falt fhail fuffice. Levit. 14, 10,21, 
31, 32. And itis often repeated for the encouragement of weak ones. Looke, 
what a man ts able , according to his ability , even what his haxd is able to reach unto, 
and it fhall be accepted. Now is not this motive fufticient to {et in, andgo onto 
lay the laft {tone of Gods fpirituall buiiding with joy? He rules not over his fer- 
vants with rigour, as the Egyptians did over the Hraelites: he puts them tono 
drudgery , as the Ifraclites did the Gibeonites: but meafuring the decd hy the de- 
fire, and the defire by the fincerity , hetakesallin good part that they do wil- 
lingly, though never fo weakly: And for what’s wanting in their werk, 
` he fpares them asa man {pares bis own [on that ferves him. To conclude this firft 
Exhortation, He requires no more of us then he gives, and gives fomuch as fhail 
fufficeco his acceptation. How is it chen that we ftand here idle all day long , and 
do not lay our bones to work in his Vineyard ? 


SECT. XIL 
Give God the glory of bis fatherly goodneffe. 


Ext, we addreffe this Exhortation to Gods faithfull children. And fo this 
N doétrine of his fatherly dealing with fuchas ferve him in finccrity fhould in- 
force upon them a threefold duty. 1. of thankfulneffe to God. 2. of mercy to 
men, 3. comfortable enjoyment of themfelves, Let God be praifed, cur brethren 
pittyed , and our felvesacheared. 

For God firft, how fhould we not only juftify him from hard fufpitions and 
afperfions of rigour ; butalfo glorify him for his fingalar love tous herein, that 
he is content to takeany thing well at our hands, that is but done with honeft 
hearts. To quicken you hereunto confider 1. thathe requiresno more ofus then 
hegives. 2, givesus to do what he requires. 3. makesthe beft of that little we 
do , and remits the reft. 

Firft, he requires no more then he gives, expeéts not the gain of ten talents , 
where he hath given but five , nor of five , where he hath beftowed but one: but 
that every man be doing fomething according to his modell , and meafure of grace 
received. Curfed be that cozener, faith the Prophet, thar kath in his flock a male, 
and facrificeth to the Lorda corrupt thing. Buthe isnot accurfed that brings no 
better , becaufe he hath nobetter to bring. Ofa little God is content to take2 

. Jitele; as in Peroboams fon, in whom there was found alittle good , and God 
took him for it, and as in the Church of Philadelphia, who had but a little ftrengeh, 


and yet for thatlittleis highly commended. and not blamed for any thing as os 
“i . re 
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reft were. Where no gold wasto be had , goats-hair wasa 

poor widdow went as farr with her two mre , as fome oma ah R : 
And thofe beggars that never were able todeal an almes, fhall yet hear, Come # 
i Ce. ss ye Fi me hungry, clothed me naked &c. that is 3 ye would 
have dees an it had laine in your power; andto wht ye were able > ye were 

Secondly, he gives us to do that which he requires to be done: whi 
flia pray; Give Lord what thou commande. aid then a T a 
£ will put my Spirit into you, and caufe you to walk in my ftatutes, faich God in 
the new-covenant. Chrift wili not break the bruifed reed, nor queneh the fina 
ing flax. Every man cannot bea {trong pillar, as famesand Cephas, ora flamin 5 
torch, a burning and a fhining light in Gods houfe, as Jobn BaptifE. What though 
he be but a bruifed reed? Chrift willnot break him. What though he be bie 
fmoaking week of a candle? Chrift will not quench him. A fmoaking week i 
offenfive to the fmcil, and is foon quenched, according to thar, Efa p I a4 
they are quenched as tow, which isa thing foon done. But Chrift will corte i th 
but he will attemper himfelf to their infirmity, till he hath fupplied them witk 
light more full, and ftrength more folid : till he hath brought forth judgement t 
wséory, that is, a {maller meafure of grace to full perfe@ion of conqueft ve wl = 
foever corruption. He will not reject che corn for the chaffe, che wine for th 
dregs, the gold for the droffe, but purging ont all our drofe, and taking away all ia 
tinae, Efey 1. ir will correct and cure us of all wants and weakneffes vill 
> y > 
core stor ae of purity, Ephef. 5: 26. tothe full meafure of a man in 
Thirdly, he makes the beft of that little we do, when he perceiyes į 

from great love: as in Mary that loved much, and out of hier Rese paar 
head with that precious ointmens. Jr is likely that fhe had no further intent the i 
to fhew her love in doing our Saviour that honour, ufuall at feafts, and to refr fh 
his fpirits by the fweet fcent of that ointment. But the Spirit of God dir a d 
that fact for a funerall-fervice : and Chrift defends her againft Jadas and the ft 
that fhe had done it againft the day-of his burial, fob. 12.7. In the fame Cha i 
ter, at his triumphant riding into Jerufalem, the children fang, the difciples thou, 
Hofanna inthe bigheft: the Pharifees fret at both, the Lord Chrift defends b h 
The children he defendeth from Rfal.8. 2. Ost of the mouth of babes, He res 
difciples he defendcth from the neceffity of their duty, wherein had they failed. ihe 
very ftones would cry out, Lak: 19,36, 40. And yet the Difciples themfelyes ( ho 
much leffe the children > ) underftood not what they did at that time. Ind i 
when Jefus was glorified, then that they had done thefe things unte hin, Toh 12 s. 
But that whether ignorance, or incogitancy was never laid to their charge, throu h 
ay ani eae an indulgence to his, whom he fpareth as a man fpares bis 
own fonne that ferves him: and is thereforeto b i 
ea o be praifed of them thoroughout all 


SECT, XIIL 


Bear with others weakneffes, and forbear barfe cenfures. 


firmities of their brethren with a more favourable, an i : 
thinking it ftrength of grace to endure nothing in the foe ee 
with them, and beleeving all things, {training to a good opinion of them where 
there is but the leaft probability to indure it, 1 Cor. 13.7. Take not up ever vil 
report you hear of another from a tale-bearer, as you do wares from a pedler : bun 
frown upon fuch, and be ready to make apology, In particular. 1, Jud se je 
man by the outward appearance, or common-hearfay : for fo you may belea o 
condemn a dear child of God, and approve a deteftable heretike, an incarnate de- 
vil. St. Pasis companions, that were the very g'ory of Jefus Chrift, 2 Cor, 8.2 
were counted the /weepings of the World, and off-{couring of all things, "The precious 
fonnes 


Secondly , Let Gods Saints be exhorted to look (as God doth ) upon the in- 
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fonnes of Sion, comparable to fine gold, were efteemed as earthen pitchers, Lam. 
4.2. Athanafius was impeached by the Arrians of adultery. Bafil by his bre- 
thren of herefie. Lather by the Papifts of Apoftacy. Auftere fohn is faid to have 
a devil. Sociable Chrift to be a wine-bibber. And it was the worfe becaufe from 
Scribes and Pharifees, whofe word muft carry fuch credit with it, as alone to con- 
demn Chrift. We would not have brought him to thee, were he not worthy of death. 
Ard whofe life muft be a rule to others, Do any of the Pharifces beleeve in him? 
Taxe heed therefore what you hear, and to whom you give credit. 

Lut may I not beleeve mine own eyes ?, judge the tree by the fruits? 
Matth.7. 

Nor A in matter of fact. Our Saviour fpeaks there of heretikes and fe- 
ducers ; and bids judge of them by their fruits, chat is, by cheir doctrines and opi- 
nions that are corruptand carnall. But for point of pra@ile, the beft cree doth; not 
alwayes bear, or not alwayes alike: An apple-tree may havea fit of barrenzeffe as 
wellas acrab-tree: or the fruit may be nipt fometimes by a frot. God onely 
knows what fap isintheroot, what truth isin the heare: and let him that knows it, 
judge of it. i 

2. Be favourable in finnes ftrengthened by naturall inclination, or by long con- 
tinued cuftome ( which is not fo eafily broke off, ) or by multitude of temptations 
and enticements. The beft minds when troubled yeeld inconfiderate motions: as wa- 
ter that is violently firred fends up bubbles: and how often have carnall refpects 
drawn weak goodnefle to difguife it felf with finne > 

3» Judge so man by thathe is ina paflion, whether of grief, fear, or anger: 
for thefe are violent, and have made the holieft in their behaviour little teffe then 
beltiall: witnefle David in his fear of Saads fury, in his roaring over Abfolom, 
and rageat Nabal. Paflions like kine ina narrow paflage ride one upon another; 
and Jike heavy bodies down ftcep hills, once in motion they know no ground but the 
bottom. Oh bow fubject are Gods beft Saints to weak pafiions! and if they have 
the grace to ward an expected blow, how eafily are they furprized witha iudden 
foil! Sometimes both grace and wit are afleep in the holieft and warieft brefts: 
and the wifeft are mifcaried by their paftions to their cot. What fhiprack of his 
faith and patience had meek A4o/es well-nigh made againft the Rock Rimmon. As, 
at another time how did he in a fudden indignation caft away the two-Tables, 
and abandon that which he would, in cold blood, have held fafter then his life 2 
But paflion doth fo bemift the cleereft judgement otherwhiles, that a man fhall bee 
apt to think there is fenfe in finning, and that he hath fome reafon to be mad. 

4. Cenfure notany to becither better or worfe for fome particular action, 
but confider what his main bent is, and accordingly conceive of hini, David thae 
faith his finnes were more then the hairs of his head, faith alfo, (in refpe& of his 
gencrall reiolution, and full purpofe of heart) Ihave not declined from thy fta- 
tutes, neither is there any way of wickedneffe in me. Saint Zohn looked upon 
the Lady, and her children, as ele, becaufe they walked in the truth, though 
not without fome particular flumblings, and aberrations. And Saint Pax! was 
confident of the Theffalonians election, though fo compaffed with infirmities, that 
he doubted he had laboured in vain, and feared their Apoftacy, 1 Thef. 3. 5. 
Periwaded alfo he was better things of the Hebrews, and fuch as accompany falva- 
tion, though he found them flow of foot, and dull of hearing, and frights them 
with the terrour of the Lord upon Apoftates. Who can promife himf{elf free- 
done from groffe infirmities, when Aaron that went up into the mount comes 
down, and doth that in the valley which he heard forbidden in the hill? Gods 
beft children may not onely be drenched in the waves of fione, but lie in 
them for a time, and perhaps fink twice to the bottom, before they recover. 


Sudden indeliberate out-burfts, contrary to the generali bent and purpofe, 
break not the league betwixt God and his people, as the robberies done by 
Pirates of either Nation do not betwixt King and King. A good man is ha- 
bitually good when actually evil, and an evil man is habitually evil, when 
actually good. He that goes up a hill, may havemany flips and falls, yet is 
Hill faid to be goingup the hill, becaufe his face is toward the cop. A fheep 


may 
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may flip intoa dich, as he is leaping over it, yea lye there fome time tillthe fhep- 
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heard finde ic and helpitout. Behold, I even [will both Search my loft fheep, and feek, 


thr out faith the Lord. Iwill feck that which was loft, and bring again that which 
was drivex away, and will binde up that winch was broken, and will frengthen that 
which was fick, I will deliver them out of all places where they have been {cattered 
in the cloudy and dark day. Chrift the good fhepheard tiddieth his lambs, dyed. 
for their ignorance Heb.7. 7. bare their infirmities Efay 53. breedsa firft love in 
his little ones, and gives charge that none defpife them, much leffe difcard 
them,no, though they go aftray as David did like a loft fheep. And mark his rea- 
ions, God defpifeth them not AZsh 18.10. but fenthis fon to feek them , and fers 
his Angels to tend and look to them; therefore let none fet light by chem. 


SECT. XIV. 


Take comfort and courage noiwiihhanding in- 
firmities and failings in the 
mAnner, 


| sets this doctrine methinks might make the fervants of God everlaftingly 
merry: it fhould wonderfully clear up the conntenances and cheer up the 
hearts of all Gods chofen : it fhould banifh and bar out of their bleffed fouls all 
their unncceffary f{cruples,diftrufts, deje@ions and difcouragements arifing from the 
fenfe of their manifold defe@s, diftra@tions in duty, indifpofition, ignorance, for- 
getfulneffe, omiflions, or failings in the manner. 

All which, fo long as they are groned under, grieved at, and ftriven againft, 
God will never impute unto them : nay, he will [pare themas a man fpares-bis own 
foa that ferves him. Now how that is they can wellcellchat are parents of to- 
wardly and tractable children, that are good-natured, and well-conditioned. And 
yet they cannot neither,be they never fo tender, and their children never fo tracta- 
ble : fith there is no more comparifon betwixt their mercy and his, 
then is betwixt a molehiil anda mountain,nay the leaft drop ofa bucket, and the 
main Ocean. Yea, I dare be bold co fay, that all che mercies of all the fathers, mo- 
thers, husbands,wives, friends, allyes in the world, compared to his mercy, are 
mere cruelty. 

This makes the Prophet as having no other way toutter it, vent himfelf by an 
exclamation, Ob bow excellent is thy loving kindnefe O God! The clouds may 
commend thy faichfulneffe, the mountaines thy righteoufneffe, the great deep thy 
judgements, but who or what can fet forth thy goodneffe ? Pfal. 36.5,6,7. it 
isbeyond allthat heart of man can conceive, or tongue of Angels expreffe. Ha- 
ving therefore fuch a mercy to make ufe of, fuch a facher to do ferviceunto, how 
isit that we are fo dull and difconfolate 2 how is that we Serve not the Lord, with 
glidseffe, aid come before him with figging ? Pfalm 100.2. 

A fon feeling the love ofhis father, creeps neerer under his wing, or elbow, and 
is welcom.So here. : : 

Yea, but Tam fo weak, and worthleffe, that I doubt much whether I ama childe 
or not. 

How weak ? fay thou be no ftronger then achilde newly quickned in the womb, 
the very firft-{pringings in the womb of grace are precious before God. Co, 2. 13. 
find you hath he quickwed, to affure the weak (faith One) that though they be bur 
as the childe that lies in the womb,and have not fo much as the ftrength of a babe 
new-born, they are accepted with God. 

Quickned I truft I am, faith another, and born anewctoGod : butits fo 
little I know, and leffe chat I can do; that I have no great joy of my 
felf: for though God fpareth fome, , yee zt is as afather {pares bis fox thar ferveth 
bim. : 


A 


Ezek.34.2t 1, 
12.16. 

Rev 24. 
Phal.19. 176 


Peccata nobis 
non nocent fè 
non placent. 
Augujtin. 


Obj: 


Sol, 


Obj. - 
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Bele ‘,12 A childe, during his nonage is very infirm,ignorant,wayward : does few chars 
thal ar y inthe houte, makes many. 
lioan. fed  Soisit allo in Gods houfe, for he hath fons ofall fizes. Such children in grace 
injera dulci- were the Difciples during the bridegrooms abode with them: fuch alfo were che 
or. Srnec, contentious Corinthians 1 Epe?. 3.1,2,3. the dull and droanifh Hebrews, milk-fops 
oe ay and babies at firft, who yet afterwards came to be his proper men, tall Chriftians. 
abseoneyu- Tbe greateft giant hath been in fwadling-clouts : the Jearned{t Doctour hath been 
pis. | in his horn-book: and he that now doth God bef fervice, time was when he did 
Langs. him tittle enough. ‘ 
= ee d _ But parents delight as much in their younger children that play about the houfe,as 
agni, candi,  thofe bigger that can carn their fivings. i? wecan bee call Abba father, or but 
debilesdefor- name the name of che Lord in prayer, and fo depart fromevil 2 Tim. 2. ro. heis 
mesfintcfed much taken with it. Hisears are open to their prayers, faith David, co their 
oe breathing , faith Jevomyjasa kinde mother watcheth and lifteneth to the leaft 
traflaree. whimping of herchilde. Yea becaufe the foul is fick, the fervice is twice wel- 
Spr de justi, come: asifafick childe reach usany thing, we count it more then co fend another 
chrifti. on a laborious errand. 
U». Oh bur T do not onely not ferve my heavenly father, but difobey and difpleafe 
kim and that often. 
Sol. Igany childe turned out of doors becaufe dabbled ? No, but if he be for a while, 
yet afterwards he is whipt, and taken in again. 
Ob. I am {o vile and froward, 1 cannot take a whipping, but am ready to fret at it, 
or to faint under it, i 

What father will abandon his childe becaufe being weak, and wearyifh, 
he is therfore thwart and wafpith , and cryes bimfelf out of breach ( ic may 
be) when corrected : efpecially ifhe have been otherwife a good-natured childe, 
and well-deeded. 

Ey,but | am none of thofe, Iam fucha childe, as no father would away with. 

Thy father is God andor azie, and will du more then any earthly father or friend 
elfe will or can do. Jer.3.1. And wher my futher and my mother forfuke me, the Lord 
takes me np. A 

Ey, but ifthe Lord fhould take me up , yet itwould not be long erehe turned 
meour again for my naughtineffe. 

Not fo, for he hates putting away. Defides, the ferver abiderh not iz the honfe, 
bat the fon abideth. Job. 2.35. 

The fervant if he cannot de his mafters work to his minde,is difmiffed and packt 
away, as that young man of Egypt that was fervant to an Amalekite, wascaft off 
by his mafter , becaufe three dayes afore he fell fick, and became unfirfor fervice. 
But a fon, albeit he be not able to do any ching (to fpeak of) is retained and che- 
rifhed, becaufea fon. 

If | were fo good achilde as fome I know, and could do fuch fervice,as they, I 
Oh, fhould be very cheerful. ; 

i i. They that have more grace, have more to account for: that which thou haft 
isthy fathers allowance, be contented, Imploy and improve thy {tock and chou 
fhalt have more. 
OmnisChri, 3, Thou knoweft noc their preflures and grievances whom thou fo admirett - 
ee thou feeft bur the bett of them: they have alfo enough to do with themfelves, if you 
` knew all: fittle do others know where their fhooe wringcth them. Every Chriftian 
is a Crucian. 
3. I told you before, that God requires no more then he gives, and yet gives 
Ia Eucharifii- alfo as much as fhall fuffice to his acceptation, one may be a good fervant though he 
cis licebat of. be not rhe beltin the countrey. All the good grounds brought not forth a like 
ferre panes fer- quantity of fruit, fome not the third part as others did, and yet that little they did 
zentatosut was good and ripe fruit and themfelves were grounds refpected of God, and bleffed 
pat by him. He calls our good works the fruit of the vine, and loves to tafte of them 
neftraninfr, Tough they relith {til of the old ftock. The vine is the weakeft plant ver very;fruitful 
mitatem Al- "The lilies {pin not, and yer are gorscouflyattired. 


ited. il gr ify hi i i poe 
ee God wil greatly glorify himfclf in the branch of his planting , Be 


1 Sam.30. 12. 


Sel, 


ae = managing p matters of the world, he werele 

* You; Llay, fbad retarse, notto your right minds b 
fion; by an entire change of the whole man, fom evill to He cae Se Coke 
mifery, tis paft time of day with you for any fuch good work - 


4 y : aoe 
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work of his hands, fo that a httle one fhall be co a {mall 
one a ftrong nation. I the Lord will haften it in Kerme aaa a Sa 
4- Youhave more cauf? of comfortin that little you have Bea, fd ifcou- 
ragemeot in that more that you want: fith it is a far greater work to be pa 
ve ` aa then A ic where itis. ii hae 
Ook therefore on others bitterneffe for imitati incitation. bu: nos Fe: 
flavith deje&ion and felf-blinding. Dilgrucs dor ine Pe 2 il sy 
thee mens perfe@ions and precedencies: but bethankfull if Chih be k a in 
thee to any degree and that thou haft any thing to do about God. O i as 2 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with ail tay might. And then he r. A 
after righteoxfnes as a fervant followeth his trade whereto heis bound A a 
( though he be far from being his tradef-mafter ) he Ball have he Pr 
honour in carth, and life in heaven. Prov, 21. 21. me STE 
Yea but difpleafing fervice is double difhonour, becaufe 
that at, wherein he {pecially lookes to be pleafed. 
I grant thata powerlete performance of hol 
offloth joyned with prefumption , 
dear children, that he hath mucha d 
bear Afofes when he met him in the] 
he had at David when h 


This h: doth for them in heaven: 
g “12 do rt : ason earth, he is touched wi 
ing of their infirmities, and hath taken order with their ea ee Hered: 
Pane! Joh. 18. 8. and with their friends for their kinde accepta ea 
ing the {tronger to receive them into their affections Rows, j AEWA 
. a. n to 


efh ; 

tterly fall, 

l they foall mount xp 
and they foall walk. and 


In regard of the eAuthours abfence , and the mif- 
placing of his Copy, the Reader is defired to referre 


this Expofitionof the 18. ver. of the 3. Chapter zo 
its proper place. | 


Verfe 18. Then foal ye returne] icked ! i | 
? you wicked blafphemers that h 
Gods houf: peeping, and bronght up an evill report of his prov idence sad ir tabi 


fle equall, or leffe care- 


for your 
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John Careles. 


fe ee 
iuffesiug, (as tue Mole, cyes ae faid to bs, when pangs of death are upon her) 
to fee und acknuwledee a tenficie difference between the righteous ( evcr more 
excelat ihin bis wighterr, ier him dwell where he will > beeaufe Sealed up to 
the duy of redemption ) and the wicked who is but a vile perfon, an ens ( let him 
be as great as Amivchns Epiphancs the great King of Syria ) between him that 
ferveth God, accounting it the higheft honour to be his vaflall, as Conflantine > 
Theodojins and Fakurmian- their Emperours ) called themfelves : And bim that 
Jerve:h bim not, but cafteth cff the yoke of his obedience, beinga fon of Beli- 
al; and couateth it the only liberty to live as he lifls, and not to be ruled 
eee ye returne ] Then whenit it is toolate, when the day of grace is 
Fatt, the gales of grace gone over, the gare fhut, the draw-bridge tak-nup. Then 
foal ye wierched lingerers and loytcrers Epimetbenifes , poftmatters , aftcr-wits , 
that come inat length with your fooie: Had-i-wif , retura, NOY as the Prodi- 
galldid, who feafonably and favingly came ro bimfelf Luk, 15-17. having bin 
before utterly beflraught , and quite befide himfelf , by the deccittuliefe of fin > 
called feolifhueffe of madne ffe Leckf. 7. 25. norastholetrue converts tenioned 
in Su/emens prayer , that helanki bemenet and repent, and make fupplicaticn to 
thcirjuâge: Buras indas; who, whillt he plai’dalone > wanall, but haunted 
with the furies of 2 guilty confeience , which would needs make ore with him, 
he repented after a fort, with a pexitentia fera Acariorica » as Parens caheth IE, 
Indfome after. thowgits, butnot tua tranfmentation ; {ome inward wamblings , 


bet they boyicd not upto the full height ofa godly forrow , and therefore came to. 


nothing. Or, as James Arbes, with hi. hideous Ad 200 date, dk too late: So 
theie wicked ones inthetext, when they thall fee Abraham, Ifaac and Juco in the 
kingdome of heaven, and themfelves thruft cut ; Lazarus in Abrahams bofom, 
aud their telex tite burning lake ; Chrift; poor defpifed fellow-fuffercrs Shining 
forth as the Senin the kirgasmeof their father, and themfelues caft out into outer 
darineffe; then thailthey change both their minde and their note - then fhall their 
odious blafphemies be driven back again down their throats, and then made to fay 
with Phara» The Lord & righteous , andio arcal bis people š Efay éo. 21. but 
Iand mine affociates are wicked , and therefore delervedly wretched. We 
once counted the proudhappy, but now we fee that of David verified which ert 
webeleeved not: Thon half rebuked the proud that are curfed : for that they erred 
from thy commandements, We locked upon the righteous as calamitous, is wem 
and nomen: as the sullificamen populi ( Tertullians expreflion ) fir to be ter with 
the dogs of the flock, andas the off-fcouring of all things. But how we can vote 
with that man of God and fay , Happy art tho, O Ifrael} Who is liki suta thie, 
O people , faved by the Lord , the foield of thy help, and the fword of thine exe: tn. zej} 
and thine enemies are now found liars unto thee: tor thou treadeft spun thar Ligh 
places, when they are troden under footas unfavoury falt, Woe maro jporiers 5 
for now we are fpoiled crc. Who among us fhall dwell with the devourine fire ? wha 
canabide with everlafting burnings? Behold the day is come that burncth is an oven 
Afal. 4. 1. and weare now as fiubble fully dried thatit may burn th: i- cter Nah. 
1. 10. Weare put away ( even all the Wicked of the earth) like dreffe Pial, 1 19. 
119, thraft-away as thorns 2. Sam. 23: 6. placed as vile things under Chrifts 
feet Pf:t. 110, 1. When therighteous fhineas bright as filver upon rhe ceicftiall 
fhelf (as that martyr faid Jand turpafs usas farr as the lily doth tne thorns Came. 
2. 2. or as the gold doth the coals in the goldimiths fhop: yea they are che throne 
of Chrift Exod. 17. 16. his Jewels Mal. 3. 17. his ornament Ezek. 7. 20, the 
beauty of bis ornament, and thar fet in majelty ib. a royall diadem an the head of lea 
bovab, Efay 62-3. and fo they fhall one day appear to be,though now they donor, 
1 Joh. 3. 2. 1t fhail be no hard matter to dé/cern them. a ` 
Between the righteous and the wicked] Here they are together in the church mi- 
litant , and ever have been. Sinners in Sien Ifa. 33. 14. facrificing Sodomites 
Ifa. ïa to. a devill in Chrifts family Zoh. 13. 10, All men have not faith 2Thef. 
3. 2, all the Lords people are not holy Nam, 16. 3. that any are, “risa jat won- 
der. What is man that he fhould be clean, and he which is born ofa woman a 
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he fhouldbe righteous? fob 15. 14. None are fo but fach as are arraicd with that 
fine white linnen and fhining , the rightconfneffes of the faints Rev. 1 9. 3. that 
twofold righteoufnelle Imputed and /mparted , of Juftification and of San@tificati« 
on. Seebotht Gor. 6. 11. and feck after both by Chrifts Merit and Spirit, by 
his Valueand Vertue. He is Jehovah our righteonfneffe Ier. 23. 5. and of his fal- 
neffe weall receive Job. z. 16. He itis that makesusto differ from the wicked of 
the world , thathave hearts full of hell, and are ever either hatching cockatrices 
eggs, or at belt, weaving {piders webbs ; vanity or villany is their whole practife, 
The beft among them would ferve god, and yet retain their lufts too; as Solomon 


` thought he conid follow finfull pleafures , and yet keep his wifdome. And with 


fuch we muft converfe whiles inthis world. Tares will be ith the wheat, goats 
among the theep, righteous and wicked together. God ‘permits it fo to be for 
the glory of his free grace , and for thetriall and exercife of his people. Our care 
mult be the greater: for evill men indanger good men, as weeds do the corn, as 
bad humours theblood, or an infe&ted houfe the neighbourhood, We muftree 
folve (as Jefoezh) to ferve the Lord, howfoever : becaufea difference fhall be one 
day, fet between him that ferveth God, and him that ferveth him not... Where 
we fee, that zot ferving of God, not facrificing isa finne, Ecclef.9.2. Not rob- 
bing onciy, but the not relieving of the poor was therich mansruin, Nor glut- 
tony onely, but overmuch abftinence may overthrow the body. ` Omiffion of diet 
breeds difeafes ; fo doth omiffion of duties: and makes work for hell, or for the 
Phyfitian of our fouls, Let ss therefore have grace whereby we may ferve Gad with 
reverence and godly fear,Heb. 12.27. Serve himas old Zachary in his Canticle 
faith we fhould do, Lxke 1.74,75. Firft out of fenfe of his dear love in our delive- 
rance by Chrift : whereinto the deeper we dive the fweeter. This will make us 
Love tobe his fervants, Efay 56.7. fervent in fpirit, Serving the Lord, Rom.12.12. 
Secondly, ferve him without fear, flavith fear, ferve him with an holy fecurity, 
in full affurance of his gracious affiftance and acceptance ; yea though thorough 
infirmity we mife, or marre his work, yet he will fpare us, A4al.3.17. Third 
ly, ferve him ix bolineffe and righteoufneffe, in all partsand points of duty: fhew 
your integrity both for /xbject and obje#: not picking or chufing’ your work, 
nor fticking atany thing, but willing in all things to pleafe God. He doth not 
Gods but his own will, that doth no more then himfelf will, Fourthly, ferve 
him fincerely, in holineffe and righteoufneffe ( before bim, or, as in his prefence. ) 
Set the Lord ever at your right hand ; look-him full in the face, approve your hearts 
and livesuntv him, do him but eye-fervice, and it fafficeth. Fifthly, ferve him 


conftantly , all che dayes of your lives , hire your {elves to him for terme of life: 
why fhould you defire to thift or fleet? where can youmend your felves, either for 
fairneife of work, or fulneffe of wages? Can the fon of Ioffe give you vineyards Gee 
faid Sau! to his fervants, fo may God fay , Can the world do for you, as Iboth can 
and will if you cleave to me with fall purpofe of heart? Sure it cannot &c. 


Servati fumus 
ut ferviamus, 
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B.Babingtons threc-leaved book p.686 


whole W o R x. 


Buptifme promifed P- 583 
Buflards reproached p.652 
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Bribery condemned P 7333545382 


Cc 


Alling of the Gentiles p- 623 

Get a lawfull Calling ps300 
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fivered 506. how he is fent of bis Fa- 
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name ts dveadfuil 629. bis peticnte aa 
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ters by Jmail means 529° be 2 im- 
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Hope pP- 40 
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of it 666 

fewes: their calling 121. their land fer- 
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tile 193. a disjetted and defpifed peo~ 
ple 288. their fublime datage 302. 
Satan flir'd up Herod to beautsfic their 
Temple 487. of thiir converfion, and 
future flouri 515, 578, 593, 599, 
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nation 564, coxcxed by a moth-ALe~ 
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and how 919. grow in knowledge 
92. finne not againft knowledge 
P. 635. 
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Mocking : goodneffe derided p.52r 
Money monarch of this world p.229 
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Reflitution is neceffary p.324 let them therefore repent ibe Bleffe 


God for acceptance of our fervices 
834. get inio Gods fervice 846. 
and ferve him earnfily 846. God 
bow to bee fervcd 917. ferve God, 
and why 937, He accepteth {mall fer- 
vises 938, 939. kow he is tobe fer- 


Refurreétien: it is fare p. 319. and will 
be glorious 562,904, 905. 

Retral errours and evil prattifes p. 586 

Revenge .226 

Reward of righteonfneffe is liberall p. 673. 
God remembreth and requireth all bis 


839. and why ib. and 840,841. his wed 945. 
Service is very gainfull 842,843,849. Setledneffe to be laboured after p. 618 
See gain of godlineffe. Sickneffe fruit of finne p- 378,379 
Righteoufneffe of Chrif imputed tous p. Sight of fin is before forrow p- 580 
932 Silence indue feafon & 257 
so3iies 


fie 
‘| *70. 


touched 


Similics bow tobe nfed p-164 
Singing a Gofpel- Ordinance p-40 
Sincerity accepted _. . p98 
Sinne a great burthen p. 606, 607. It 
maketh God to difown people 634, to 
deftroy them 23. remember it net with 
delight 42. the filthof finne 78,518. 
hateful! to God 143. efpectally if ite~ 
rated 223. “tes deceitfull 293. the 
greateft folly 317. hardly parted 
with 649. faints finnes are moft hai- 
nous 236. difference of their fins from 
other 933. adde net fin to fin 549 
Sir, whence p- 525 
Slandering p. 85,86. make-bdtes 417 
Sorrow, godly p. 198. sr follows zpos fight 
of fin 5BO. `tisdeep 581, greateft of 
ali forrows 581, 582. ris fecret ib. 
forts of [forrows ib. 
Sonls have no fexes p. 373. the worth of 
a foul 429. it comes from God, and 
% dike him 579. mot propagated 65 3: 
precious ib. 
Spanifh grestncfe . 
Spi its fi: jt workin the heart p- 852 
Strength of a [uint wherein P-§79 
Stumbling at the word dangerous p.642 
Sxtmiffion hath mercy P. 249 
AY fer for Ged 
Superltition pompous 


p. 418 


P. 144 
p70. prodigal 


375 
Suppir: Come prepared to the Lords Sup- 


per p.616 
Swearing a common finne p.532. dange- 
roms SJ 
Swearing-fickneffe P 247, 310 


T 


Ears powerfull with Ged p. 461,197, 
650 
Temporals are tobe flighted p.24,25.[aints 
oft have them 546 : 
Temptation: refift Satan p. 517, with- 
fiand firt motions 544 
Tempe not Gd p. 672 
Thank fulacle bow it muft be qualified p. 


I 
Think, upon God, and why p. 850, A 
See Meditation. Wicked think not on 

God 854 or not well 855,857,858 

Thicft corporalland fpirituall p. 20,21 
Thought not free p. 342,481, 551. evil 
thong his argue an evil man 85 6.earthly 

thong his when they are naught 863 
Threats fhail be accomplifned p. 643. wee 
foonld tremble at them 236, 237. they 


~The Table of this whole Work, | 


are flighted 413. til felt 49x 
Time-fervers 


j : p. 701 
Tithings, whence P. 345 
Tyches to be payed p-665 


Tythe and be richp. 673,674 
Tongue: order it well p. 383, an ill tongue 
deftruttive 407 Ase 
Treachery to be avoyded p 646 
Trinity of perfons known ef old _ p.484 
Truth: little is to be found p.53. "ris il 
taken 255. hated 256,274 | : 
Traft in God hath feeurity p. 396 413. the 
triumph of Truf 420. Truft in Gods 
mercy 930 
Tumults ontragions p.147 
Turks Empire great p. 418. how they ufe 
their Alapi 420 
Turn to Ged. See Converfon, and Ree 
pentance. 2 


a 


v 


Vie is of God, anda great bleffing 
p. 686. cfpecially that over corrupti- 


ox ib. 
Unity feek it p. 646. findy it 462. 
Chriftian ynion 690 


Vnfetleduelfe in judgement p. 618 

Unthaws’ fulneffe a grave p. 608,609. a 
great finne 238. It exafperaterh the 
Lord §72 

Unworthy Receivers 932 

Vowes muft be payed : 


r 


w 


Vy“ upos Ged p. 49, 50,1632; 

: 425 

Walk exatily p. $30. worthy of Ged 
706 


Wantonsefe: hun it p-I7 
Warre: the wò of it P. 566,595,148,15 3. 
defolation is by it 445. “tis from God, 
and how 549 
Watch in prayer and. meditation p. 524. 
the bans to be watched Scat a4 
Wealth oft betrayeth the owner p. 403. it 
fisketh the foul 427 
Whale, a huge creature p 313 
Whoredome: mifchief of it p. 25. whores 
75. impudent 230 
Wicked : grow Wworfe and worfe 675, above 
meafure 131. wittily wicked 398. 
they fhall be furely and feverely pa- 
nifbed 843. let them therefore repent 
and meet the Lord 844, 845. They 
- are 


Br eM 


The Table of this whole Worke. 


are Satans flaves, and perifh with him 
ib. aifavowed by God 899. [pecially 
at the Refurrcétion 900. they are vile 


perfoss 944 
widens and Orphanes are Gods C lients p. 
665 
Wilfulneffe is dcftrutlive p-358 
Will- Wor {hip rejetled p- 81,263 
Wifdome wherein it confifts . p183 
Witches: feek, not tothem p-664. 
Wives: why to be kindly dealt with p.650, 
652 
Women wicked, boyferons p.242 
Word of God ftumbled at p-182, 


642. why things are repeated in {crip- 
ture 189. famine of the Word 279, 

caufed by contempt 280, 477. Word 
wrefled 291. 

werd read converted Cyprian 351, 
A fort bible 375. the word xs 1 plain 
in neceffaries 424. word and {word go 
together 470. It i of God 473. Ir 3 
made operative by the [pirit 478. Lay- 


men muft read it 481. Lt will lay hold 
upon the wicked 502 
Words: look well ta thy words p. 41, 333. 
idle and evil words condemned 813 
Works of God muft be regarded p. 186 
they inftrui us 253. Sea is commanded 
by God alone 394 
World: its vanity 
“411 
Worjhip of God: esxternall onely a Little 
Worth 374 
Wrongs done tothe righteous reach to God, 


p- 169. mutability 


` y: 


yoa muft be confe ecrated toGed py 
381 “ve 


z 


FA ii of Gods people 
E -7035706 


t 


ant 


p. 699; 
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The Contents of the Righteous Mans Recompencé, 
Or, 
A True Chriftian characterized and encouraged: 


Out of Malachy, 3. 16, 17,18. 


aA CHAP, L 


mm 


T Text opened, and Analyfed. Pag. 693 
CHAP, Tf, 
Doit. 1. Saints muftbe Belt in work Times. 7-695 
. Se, 1, 
The point Confirmed, by 1 Precept. 2 Pradtife. p-695 
Sef, 2. N 
f 1 God. 6 
The point confirmed by Reafons dys Men. (1 Themfelves Eeo 
2 Others > Good. P-699 
Bad. P-700 
Sed, 3. 
‘CLuke-warme Laodicean 7 
Uf x A fharp Reproof of ; ae ie 
Timorous Temporizers - oS pgo 
- Seek. 4, . l al 

Ufe 2 A forcible Exhortation to courage for Chrift, with 4 Helps thereunto. 
7 p-703 

CHAP. Il. | 

Dott. 2. Of the feverall forts of fear; and chat every faithfull Cheiftian fear- 
eth the Lord. p- 708 
Sef, r. i ` 

i PRR di, and confirmed by Scripture. o P: 708 

i i Set. 2. Eol Toig 


The Doĉtrine further confirmed by Arguments drawne'from 1 The Caufes. 
2 Gonfequents, 3 Companjons. 4 Contraries to the true fear of | 

sod. p-709,&Cs 
Eece Sett, 


TU ot oe T owo © SOM aS ESR, SOA AN ee SAY i eo ` ean i 


The Coa of th 


p l , o oo Semz 

A Objections- and Quere’s. touching ‘the Fear of God: cleared; and anfwered. 
É, : = A : ia ae aera pisos 
E E ; Sei. 4. 

Ufe 1.. Information: They that fear not God, arenet His: and who thefe 
c- - are, by their Character out of Pfalm 36. 1, 2, 33 4, &c. p- 804, 


805, &e. 
. l Seo S 
Ufe. 2. Examination: where, Marks of. the true Fear of God - 
a -= Çr Evil, bothin $ Jodgement, 
in refpect of 3 ) Pradtife. : 2 
2 Good,toward f God, c Others -f Rich, 
E - CMe, 3 Poor, i 
Our felves in § Profperity, 
ae Adverficy. 
i p-807,¢08,8a9 
Seth. 6. 


Ufe. 3: Exhortation to get, and grow in this holy Fear, with 6 Motives, 
and 2:Means tending thereto: P- 809,816,815 


CHAP. Iv. 


Dott. 3. The Text expounded, and the Duty of Chriftian conference pro- 
pounded, p.812 ` 


Sel. 1. 


Chriftian Conference, and mutùall confirmation confirmed by Scripture, 
ts p 812, 813; : os 


Sek. 2. 


; ; A commanding, 
_ Reafons of the point, 1 From God 2 From Men: 
rewarding. 
( fealed, 
and 1 our felves fhall be hereby <. ~S 2 Others; 
fecured.) ` ee 
2 1 Good men fhall be x curbed from finne. 2 quickened to duty. 
4 2 Bad men fhali be x confuted. 2. defeated, pe 813,814,815 816 
a ee ae Seth, 3. et. ghia os & 
= Ufe ïi. Reproof of idle and evil'fpeakers together. p. 817 
Seth. 4. 


Ufe 2. Complaint againft the better fort, too too barren and backward to 
pe holy Conference, _ p- 818 
‘fan . ay sAN Sett. 5. ae and A 


. Sek 6. E er ee 
Helps toa holy dexterity this way ; How to 1 gerit, 2. Ufe it, p821; 
; 822,823,824 * 


7 * Se 3. Exhortation to be forward and free to godly Difcourfe, . p: 820 . 


CHAP. 


Righteous Mans Recompence.. | 


CAHP. V, : . 
Dott, 4. The Text furtherexpounded - and. Withall the Do@rine of Geds 


, 


gra- 


cious accepranceef our upright performances propounded, p.825 
: Sect. 1, 
The: Dorine confirmed „by Scripture, p.825 
i Si ed, 2 2 


2 Fath : 
The Doétrine confirmed by reafons from God > pare ? p. 827 


violy Ghoft. 
E Sel 3. ¢ ; 
The Dodtrine further confirmed by reafons from the Saints, p-828 
Seth. 4, 


Ufe rt. It's otherwife with the wicke 


d. ir perfons: ee rn 
formances rejeéted and hy Their perons are hated: their per 


p-8:9° 
Se. 5. 
Ufi 2. Admonition: Let the wicked b ir fins ; 
de ee | icked break off their fins, that they ae 
- Sei 6, le 


Ufe 3. Exhortation, to the beft to be humbled i i 
Ea carte ft, e€ humbled for their „I not prizing 
ewe ee 2 Not praifing God for it. 3 Not improving i to 
Se 7. ond 


Ufe 4. Exhortation to the faints, 1 To admire this merc i 
unto, refpecting God, and themlelves, eg ae ta 


Sect. 8. - 
2 To retain it, and if loft, to recover it, and how: with anfwer to 


fome Quæres and objections, made by a mulgiving heart, P 835 
CHAP,. VI, p ea 
Doll. 5. God perfeat reth ati iteth all bo 
ican Pe : He ponent ; am Pene requiteth all our mee 
Sett. I, a 
This truth confirmed by Scripture, --P. 839 
y Selk, 2. o 
This truth confirmed by 6. Reafons p.839 
Sett. “3, we at nr 
Ufe x _Confutation of the contrary-minded, that fay, dt COnceive at leaft, thar 
. it’s in vain to ferve the Lord, P. 84h 
A Sel. 4. o g UA 
Ufe 2. The wicked fhall be furely and feverely punithed, ` p84: 
By bay Seh 


a ” i .. . a i y e, 
arr A aan gR ot ky <8 3 sel ws, EE E E ba he Be 
Winn an aatas li a LA AST o d x 5 k ae 


“Š 
= ` 


Se. 5. 


Vie. - Let them therefore haften out of the Devils danger, and get into 
Gods fervice. How that may be done, P- 844 


Sed. 6. 
Ufe 4. Exhortation to Saints to abide in Gods love, ard to abound in his 


work: fith their labour of love is not in vain in the Lord, ~: p-847 
Seth. 7. pag. 847 
Sest, 8. pag. 848 
, CHAP. VII, 
Dott. 6. Suchasfear the Lord willbe thinking upon his Name. What it is 
to do fo, ; 2-850 
Sell. 1. l 
The point proved by Scripture,  ' : p. 851 
Seék, 2. 
The point proved and enforced by 5, Reafons, y p. 851 
Sell. zë . Pee ed : 
Ufe 1. Thofe that habitually think not upon God, fear not God, P- 953 
Set. 4. , : k i 
Of thofe that think bafe and bald thoughts of God, P. 855 
l Sei. 5. 
Againft thoughts of Atheifme, blafphemy, infidelity, and rebellion, p.355 
Sell. 6. 


Ufe 2 Examination: where, Trialls of the goodacffe of our beft thoughts 


by their a Caufes. 2 Effects, p. 856 
Sel 7. r ` 

Ufe 3: Exhortation: Settle the foundneife of your fanctification, by the good- 
nefle of your thoughts. Motives thereto, i P- 859 

Sett. 8. , l l 
Directions, for 1 the matter of good Meditations. | p. 361 

l Seit. 9. . 
¿o> ‘Dire@tions for 2 the manner of doing this duty well, both for fubftance,and 
j circumftance, p 862 

, Set. 10. 


Dire€tions about the meafure of divine Meditation : where is fhewed how 
men oftend 5 wayes, in thinking on earthly things, | oP 86 3 

l i Seit. IT, isa : ES ks 
‘Directions to the Means of fruitfull thinking on Gods holy Name. Where, 


4 Hinderances to be avoyded, and 7 helps to be uted, p-864 
ij ey s = Sette I2. 
_ The Cokclufion. p-866 
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-The Contents of the fecond Part of the pa 
Righteous Mans ‘Recompence. | 


CHAP, I, a 
The Text divided, paba #3 sé - 
. Sect. ï. a . ae ee, 
That God is Lord of Hofts. What thefe Hoftsare: why called Hofts: whati 
,, dstobe Lord of Hofts, E eae o. 867 
` Sect. 2.. | ae 
The Pope will needs be Lord of Hofts, a -p869 
. Sell, 32 pa =a 
Wo to rebelsagainft the Lord of Hofts, | Aah a -pgo 
Se. ag e cee 
Tremble before this mighty Lord of Hofts, L p.8g2 
: Se. g. ee 
Truk in his power, for fulfilling his Promifes, on 
; l Sel. 6. l ; S . 
Stoop.to his power, and fubmit t his Soveraignty; ` p874 
, Sel 7, 
Set his power awork by prayer: The power of prayer, = B875 
Seét.-8. 


~ Be comforted in the confideration of his Power, where divers obje@ions of 
weaker Chriftians are anfwered, P: 877,878,879,889 


CHAP, Ir, 


The Lord will finda fit time"tomake up his jewels from the Worlds mifafages 


‘Pe 88x 
` Sef. 1525354,5- i; p-382,883 
Reafons from Gods Providence, Power, Truth; Goodnefle, and Juftice, sid,’ 
Sell. 6. 
Reafons from the Saints themfelves, p: 884 
l l Sek, 7. a 
‘When God will make up his jewels, : p88s 
Sei, $, ae 
Comfort under publike calamities, p.887 
Comfort under perfonall croffes and grievances, p888 
Se. 10. , l 
Reproof of frowardneffe and faintheartedtreffo in affliction, p.890 — 
Š Sef. ii m oe , 
Exhortation to diligence in duty. hat 2 por 
f Fe Ffff Po a e 
AE k i SM 


EEn. g? = ie sy Dien a a ee 
iiss! assis tee oan hie iy See oth eat ae kets oo 
Soha Soki weit si neti aien ent SAMS 
Meanie: cat Sith Nba al ie. a AS CoRR in IP 


Sci, 12. . oe cai 
Exhortationite gasiengeinmiferyss- o? < o Tah be TE ee ae a 


see a? v 


ean ah ua DA T 
Helps to patient waiting upon God for deliverance, 
crap: ^ii Vs cbs! 
God will own and honour his Saints; ° . evel aren P9 
X Reafons and grounds of this gracious dealing of his, p:896,897 
Siik. 6. a 7 tee Chee E $99 
: Ye Shall be farre otherwife with the Wicked, P-899 
su 7 een i 7 
°Tetrour to thofe that fer themfelves againft the faints, : eee 


Seit. ‘8,9510: r R 
= “Bxhortation to honour them that fear the L ord 3 and what gřcat caufe men’ ave, 


and fhall have fo to do, pog p.902 90329040808 
ma Seif. 33, + er i i 
; Exhortation to practife holineffe, thathath fo great fonon put upon it: and 
k fap WAY, O79 T iae a ET A g5 
j T l Seth. UF, | | Be ge 
a l , Leg the faints fec their. _Aignity, and be thankful, . Sr a CO he 
T Sehe Uda , ie 
i _, Let the foes fee theicdaty, and:be carefull, x b910 
- Peon CHAP, IV, 
God isa Father to all his faithful “fervants, pote 
J ikio ee Abia eoa Seike Ie- l 
aa i Resfons hereof drawn from the canfes, p-912 
E : i o Sei 2,3. l F 
, Reafonstaken from the effects of his Fatherhood, P-913 
` Set. 4° ; 
Ged no'Father to the wicked, whatever they pretend to him, P-914,915 
Seth. 56 i ems GE ? 
Terrour to ‘thofe that maligne, or mifafe Gods children, p.916 
f Sei E a ita hy aeta i Mea 
, z Tiy your Title to Godas a Father. Marks, p.917 
: SO De Mole ae? die 
‘Settle thie, that ye are Gods children : rand how, p918 
A E ee T 
‘Ler all Gods children ‘know their Father: ‘and how, p. 918 


fag Fe K TE E A EE ; 
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Sa, r Da 
Let them thankfully acknowledge his free grace in thei adoption: and why; : 


P 919. 
Sei. 10. l , 
Let trhem honoyr HAr Father : and how, Se ee pgad. 
Sel r. ly et 
Let them refemble their Father: : E RR 
desn A: S TR SR ea 

ree them love their Father : and how to expreffe their love, 

, - Sea: 13. : A 

Ie them depend upon their Father, both for prevention of” ‘evil “anid pid 

. on of good, Seat! A924 


a Comfort of. Adoption: 
1 tive, c, and pofi itive, 


CHAP, v 
God will pity and pardon his People their wants and weakneffes, 


: Sell. 3525354. — 
Reafons from God, CHE OF Micah, 7.18, 19. : 


eee pay 
Se 5,6) .... n . frei 
Reafons Serene the faints Searles who are I pare in heare” : T pakà 
4a Chrift, ; Cutat PORI 
Weed i iat ge A ee a ae a 
= AR Se. To N paea EA oes al 
heck hone fuck poyorttiit of this fweet point, ™ re EE 
l Sect, 8, 
` Reproof òf fuch as cenfure hardly of God, ; -PB Bas 
Secte g -| : 7 Ce ae 
Reproof of fuch faints as cenfure hardly of themfelves, land their performat- 
ces, P934 
l Sect. ro, ie 
Reproof of fach as ubcharitably cenfare others; eee se 936 D 
i Sect. ir “gy 
Exhortation : to put your elves into Gods fervice,. 2-937 toe 
Sect? 12. + dee cool ee a 
Give Godthe glory of his Fathesly goodneffe, : -. PI 
: x oan oon i3. a ei aa Pre ie Aen . 
Bear with others weakneffes, and forbear harfh cenfures, . : a 


Sect. 14. 


Take comfort, and courage, hotwithftanding infirmities, aid failing in the man- fx 


Mer, p. 940 


I 


Fanits efcaped inthe Commentary. 


Age2. line 30. read in the gall p.7 1. wall c valley. ib l.7.Tenes, weal. p.121.32. fpirituall r. 
fpirefull. p. 15. 1.53. required r. telerved, p 18.153. t. ditedtly. p.24- 1.49. Collier r.Caloiér. p. 
35.1.28. r. Nonmea Junt. p.38.1.18. lack r. like, p-41.1.43. duties rdeities. p.44.l3$. futabler. fu- 
able. p<3.l.5.harrsr. howles. p.56.1.55 Edonutesr. Scdemites. p 60. 1.46.1. desided. p. 62, 19+ 
s.blind) fhall be darkned. p.73.1.11.And r. a pull. p. 57.427. fcribesr. fripes. p.78.113 reworld. 
p.92.1.4g.6 acquired. p.95.l. 42. taking r. talking. p.107.l.1 reves. p.t 28.1 20. obferving. ib]. 4. 
prictts.day r.devils-day. p.i 37.1.29 .remarred. pergr..33 r. Deafier, p 166.1.38.t.Cyrils. p.189.1 
$6.r.quieted, p.193.1.39.1. manfic, p.194.1.29. r-relieve. p 242. 1.23 r.Zegedine. p.261.138.r.heat- 
fèffe. p.270.1.29 r.others. p.290.1.18.1.Cabbalifis. p.29 1.1.6. r-fat and. p. 295.1.35. alive. p.296.1, 
$1.1, Zopyrus & 55. Cyneas 81. 56.1.Pytihus p.299.138.1.Pyrgopolynices. p.3 10.1. 4o-rdue, p-314. 
1.go, r.thin, p.31 5.48.r-promifes. p 315.12r.right hand. p.317. 3.0 affatu. p.321,] 3 2,r.exculed. 
& 1.3.4.1-f01m,& 35.1. conceived, p.326 1.23 r.becagna;, ib.l, ;6.r. zeal. p-331.1.6.r.quartaa, p 334.1.8. 
T.pour oxt. p.365 1.33.r.cat p-372-L7ar.theirs. ib.g2. dele fin. p 3741-53- rdejedied. p.384.1 45.fe 
weil. p.400.1.31.Poliorcetes. ib-l-3 s.r, Difiiparores. p.405.1.6.r.Leb p.420.1 $2.1devoting. p. 429. 
147-1 angle. p.a35.1 r impofture p.437.1.34 r.that when. p 438.118. rfpeciall. p. 441.29 0grie= 
vous. p.445.1.53...miawmets. p.449.1.$4.r.nibil. p-452.1 14.1. Gains: D4 58.1.26.r bare. p 459.13 5. 
premifes. p.465.1.41 ur liftlefnefle. p.471 l.9.r.mad. p 472 Lig. rcerte non. p.486. 1.6 r acclamation, 
p.490. l. 40.1. e748. p. $13 L SET. cractle. p. $27. 13 3.r. unpaffuble ib. 58.r. fomewhere. p.548, 
r.mors eff p.550.1.49 r. few,true,and ponderous. p 580. 1.4311. can the waters flow p. 587 |46. r. 
miniftery therefore. p-589.1. 58.r. fcartered and fhattered. p 610.1. 12.r.whileme, p.614.1.5. r.Of one 
not atali. ib 1.16 r-glove p.616 1.q8.r.chey. p.634.1.47.r. peftilen: e. p-635-1.37.r.contary tO pie- 
vent. p.637.1 8.r.falfifie. p.642.1.19. after father Afa,adde, Manaffeb degencrateth into Abaz. p.648. 


1.1 r. by Gods good laws. p 650.1.35.0, fletu. p.664 124. r adulterium; ibe loa. light, p.677 d24r.a 
Hlurre. p.684.1.16.1, inferiour bodies, 7 


Faults efcaped in the Righteous mans Recompence. 


pr? 1.87 r.caring. p-708.1.46.r.charadter, p.810 1.54.r.fetand ferious p 823. 1.3.F.vice. p.824 
Lgr.rtradiog. p 825.1.33.1, he heard and took. p. 843. 1.44.r.we cannor better couvince p.849 
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